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MILLIONS UNDER ATTACK FROM 
THE RIGHT >>PAGES 10&11

FIVE ARGUMENTS FOR SYSTEM 
CHANGE TO BEAT CLIMATE 
CHANGE  >>Pages 2&3
How protests and a strike marked the beginning of COP26
>>Page 4

PROTEST AT COP26
Friday 5 November, 11am lGlasgow Kelvingrove Park, 
Saturday 6 November, 12 noon lGlasgow Kelvingrove Park 
lLondon Bank of England, Threadneedle St, EC2R 8AH.  
Other towns and cities at cop26coalition.org 

£1  |  No 2779  | 3 - 9 November 2021  | socialistworker.co.uk  

UNITED STATES

President Joe 
Biden breaks 
promises
US PRESIDENT Joe Biden has 
retreated from key  spending 
pledges. Biden claimed 
he would push through 
£4.4 trillion of spending to 
 transform people’s lives.

 When it reached Congress, 
this had fallen to £2.56 
trillion over ten years. That’s 
now down to only half of that 
sum.
>>Page 8

SUDAN

How can the 
revolution beat 
the military?
WITH extraordinary 
courage ordinary people 
have been defying a 
military coup in Sudan.

We look at how the 
coup could become a spur 
to greater revolutionary 
change. And activist 
Mohamed from Khartoum 
describes new experiments 
in neighbourhood power.
>>Pages 10&11

CORONAVIRUS

Tories do nothing  
as cases of 
Covid-19 soar
CASES OF coronavirus 
in Britain hit the 
appalling milestone of 
9 million last week

An unsafe return to schools 
and universities coupled 
with the ongoing return to 
workplaces has fueled the 
rise.
>>Page 7



Is there a force that can bring change?
IF YOU and those you live and 
work with had a say in how things 
are run, would you organise 
society the way it is now?

Most of us wouldn’t.
The world is organised in ways 

that are utterly illogical. And the 
way our leaders act in the face 
of a climate crisis is a perfect 
example of this.

Scientists have been clear 
since the 1970s that fossil 
fuel emissions would result in 
environmental destruction.

But almost nothing has been 
done because the bosses, with 
governments cheering them on, 
are only motivated to increase 
their profits.

Those in power are driving us 
past a point of no return, and 
so control of society must be 
wrestled away from them for our 
continued survival.

The only group in society that 
has the power to save the planet 
from their deadly system are the 
working class.

We are often told as 
individuals that we hold very 
little power. 

And it is true that in Britain the 
level of class struggle is very low.
But recent mass protests from 

Chile to Lebanon, Sudan to Hong 
Kong have shown that ordinary 
people can fight back.

The reasons for these protests 
might be different, but all raged 
against the same capitalist system.

A fight against one aspect of 
capitalism can become a fight 
against all it produces—poverty, 
exploitation, inequality and 
climate crisis.

We must look to these sparks 
of resistance as proof that when 
workers act collectively, they 
have the power to bring about 
tremendous change.

The climate crisis is already 

leading to poverty and misery for 
workers—especially in the Global 
South.

For workers everywhere, 
there will come a point when 
we can no longer suffer falling 
conditions, stagnating wages and 
the devastation caused by climate 
change.

The crucial task for socialists is 
fanning the flames of resistance, 
and encouraging workers to see 
their enormous potential power.

Workers don’t own the 
warehouses or the call centres. 
They aren’t the ones hosting big 
climate conferences. But they 
are the ones that keep the world 
running, as was brought home 
sharply during the pandemic.

Workers withdrawing their 
labour stalls bosses’ profits and 
their system. It could stop fossil 
fuel production for good.

But a movement of working 
class people can’t stop there. A 
total transformation of society 
is desperately needed to protect 
humanity against the effects of 
climate breakdown.

In order to build a truly 
democratic and sustainable 
society, we need a revolution 
against capitalism.

As planet 
burns, our 
rulers can 
only offer 
hot air 
Only the most radical measures can 
save us, says Sophie Squire
THE COP26 climate conference 
won’t come up with the radi-
cal solutions needed to avert 
 climate breakdown. 

Temperatures have risen faster in 
the past five decades than any other 
50 year period in 2,000 years.

A knock-on effect of rising  
 temperatures has been more 
extreme weather in the form of 
wildfires, flooding, heatwaves and 
hurricanes. 

Sea levels have risen higher since 
1900 than in any hundred year 
period in the past 3,000 years. 

Rising oceans are now  threatening 
to submerge whole is lands, 
 displacing entire communities. 

The science is clear. Man-made 
climate change, primarily caused 
by the burning of fossil fuels, is 
 threatening the future of the whole 

of humanity. This is an emergency. 
All alarm bells should be ringing. 

But instead, world leaders once 
again sit at another Cop conference 
to make empty promises—as they 
have done for almost three decades. 

The decisions made by this ruling 
class have not only delayed action 
over climate change but has made 
the crisis worse. 

For capitalists, the Cop process 
is less about saving the planet and 
more about prolonging a system reli-
ant on fossil fuel production. 

We need to move away from 
 climate conferences that won’t give 
ordinary people a say to a more 
democratic and equal system. 

Protests at Cop26 must be a sharp 
kick at the bosses and world leaders. 
But they must also be used to argue, 
society can be run differently. 

A DIRTY power plant in West Virginia, US

The people who benefit from wrecking the planet 
WE ARE told by those at the top to 
make personal choices to reduce 
our carbon footprints.

Recycling, eating less meat, flying 
less and not using plastic straws are 
all cited as ways to lead greener lives.

But blaming individuals lets those 
who are responsible for the climate 
crisis off the hook.

Just 100 companies have 
produced 71 percent of all 
greenhouse emissions, according to 
a 2017 Carbon Majors Report.

From 1988 half of all emissions 

were produced by 25 companies 
and state owned infrastructure. And 
while these firms pump out poison 
pollution, the bosses grow richer.

The CEO of oil and gas company 
Royal Dutch Shell, Ben van Beurden, 
doubled his yearly wage in 2018 to 
£17.2 million. 

This was 143 times more than the 
average worker at the oil and gas 
giant.

From January 2019 the head 
of ExxonMobil, Darren W. Woods, 
received a pay rise that brought his 

earnings to over £10 million a year. 
The previous year, the company 
exceeded £15 billion in profit.

A recent report found that 43 
members of the House of Lords 
have shares in the fossil fuel 
industry, most over £50,000.

Ten percent of Tory peers have 
financial interests in oil and gas.

Protests at Cop26 can show the 
bosses that their destruction of 
the Earth has not gone unnoticed 
and ordinary people know precisely 
where to direct their anger.

CAPTION GOES

TECHNOLOGY

Why capture 
tech won’t 
save planet 
WORLD LEADERS will claim a 
whole host of new technologies 
can save the planet from climate 
catastrophe.

They will be backed by 
billionaires including Bill Gates, 
who says technology is our 
saviour—but only if it is bought 
from them.

Investment in carbon capture, 
hydrogen power and direct air 
capture will be a great priority for 
those in power.

The first problem with many of 
these technologies is they simply 
don’t deliver enough.

New green technologies will 
never be a sufficient replacement 
for the need to stop burning fossil 
fuels. 

Direct air capture technology 
that harvests CO2 directly from the 
air is a favourite of the Tories and 
other world leaders alike.

Solution
Last week, in the Tories’ net 
zero review, direct air capture 
was described as a “possible 
market‑based solution” for 
achieving net zero.

Some have argued that planting 
trees and maintaining natural 
habitats would be a less expensive 
and more effective way of reducing 
emissions.

All of these technologies and 
initiatives have one crucial thing in 
common—they keep the fossil fuel 
industry intact.

New technology is not bad. 
Socialists believe that in a different 
kind of society, innovation would be 
able to flourish.

But under capitalism, the drive 
to develop new technology is 
primarily motivated by profit, not 
by people’s needs.

As it stands those in power 
know the fossil industry will deliver 
more profit than renewables like 
wind and solar.

Technology already exists that 
could cut emissions. 

The problem is, it’s in the hands 
of the wrong people. 
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Where should climate battle 
go after COP26 finishes?
PROTESTS AT Cop26 are an 
opportunity to rage against 
government inaction and the 
system as a whole.

But they are also an 
opportunity to strengthen 
alliances and build a stronger 
and more diverse climate 
movement.

After Cop26 ends and world 
leaders leave Glasgow, activists 
must continue protests, direct 
actions, rally’s and summits.

We meed more of the energy 
and initiative of the school 
climate strikes and Extinction 
Rebellion.

We need to defend protest 
rights against the Tories 
imposition of their new police bill.

One important alliance that 
must be strengthened is between 
the climate movement and 
organised workers.

Climate activist Greta 
Thunberg was right to encourage 
striking council workers to join 
her for protests in Glasgow on 
5 November.

And it was good to see that 
the GMB union, whose members 
planned to strike during 
Cop26, responded to this call.

Most workers will agree that 
something drastic needs to be 
done to fight climate change.

But unfortunately some union 
leaders don’t agree with what 
that radical change would mean.

Unions such as the GMB and 
Unite argue for the continuation 
of the fossil fuel industry, more 
airports and the development of 
nuclear power to save and create 
jobs. But moving away from 
fossil fuels can create jobs.

Dangerous
The same week that Thunberg 
called for strikers to join 
demonstrations, the GMB 
released a statement backing 
new funding for the Sizewell C 
nuclear power station.

Nuclear power will always 
be a dangerous process that 
leaves the problem of storing 
radioactive waste that takes tens 
of thousands of years to decay.

Arguing for a just transition 
shouldn’t just be about retaining 
jobs. 

It should be about calling for 
new and better, greener jobs.

Every industry must be made 
to be greener.

Bill Gates has no solutions

Shell’s Ben van Beurden

How system 
got hooked 
on oil
THE ENVIRONMENT’S survival 
is conditional on one massive 
change being made—a complete 
end to the use of fossil fuels such 
as coal, oil and gas. 

But to break entirely from 
fossil fuels requires a break 
from a system of capitalism. 
This would mean severing a 
relationship that has lasted for 
over 100 years. 

The industrial‑scale use of 
fossil fuels started around 150 
years ago. 

As capitalism grew, fossil 
fuels were used to power 
industries. They weren’t more 
efficient or cheaper than, say, 
water power. But they fitted with 
the class interests of capitalists 
in the creation of big factories 
and the disciplining of workers.  

Later, the widespread 
production of plastics, found 
in almost every product and 
made from oil, also boosted the 
industry. 

States have fiercely 
competed for control over fossil 
fuel reserves, even waging 
wars that have led to death and 
misery for millions of people. 

To this day most countries rely 
on fossil fuels for over 80 percent 
of their energy needs. 

Despite the warnings in 2021, 
states poured money into fossil 
fuel companies to stimulate 
economic growth after the 
Covid‑19 lockdowns. 

If they have their way, the 
ruling class will keep burning 
fossil fuels to keep profits 
coming in. 

Smashing a system reliant 
on oil, coal, and gas will have 
to mean a transformation of 
everything. System change 
is the only chance we have of 
reducing emissions and averting 
catastrophe.

FOSSIL FUELS

British oilfield in Iran in the 1950s

NEW FROM 
SOCIALIST WORKER

The Great Climate 
Cop Out— 
why Cop26 
will not solve the 
environmental 
crisis 
by Martin Empson
Available for £2 from all 
Socialist Worker sellers 
and from our circulation 
department 
lPhone 020 7840 5601 
lEmail swcirc@swp.org.uk
You can also read it online at
 bit.ly/39XqX1U

The Revolutionary Alternative to 
Capitalism’s Climate Disaster
Sunday 14 November, 2pm on Zoom
Speakers include lSabrina Fernandez (Brazil) lAlex Callinicos 
(Britain) lÖzde Özbay (Turkey) lJohn Molyneux (Ireland) 
lGyekye Tanoh (Ghana) lMichelle Robidoux (Canada)  
Register for your (free) ticket at bit.ly/revalt1121

Health workers on strike in the US

School strikes over climate change have been an inspiration to millions
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Protests 
and strikes
take on the 
COP26 
conference
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

PROTESTS AT the  Cop26 
 climate conference kicked off 
last weekend as world leaders 
started to arrive in Glasgow.

Hundreds of Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) activists marched to the 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh 
for the opening ceremony of the 
demonstrations.

They unfurled a banner that read, 
“Cop26—We Are Watching You.”

One activist told the Edinburgh 
Evening News, “I’m an ordinary 
person and have never thought of 
myself as an activist, but this will 
take every one of us, on the streets, 
demanding that our governments 
treat this like the emergency it is.”

The rebels paraded a 30-foot 
“serpent of capitalism” sculpture 
on the march. 

Members of Ocean Rebellion 
hosted a “dead merpeople”  protest. 
Activists performed in front of 
the river Clyde to highlight the 
 destruction of marine life.

Crowds also greeted the various 
groups of climate “pilgrims” to the 
city, some of whom had walked 
over 1,000 miles to attend the 
conference.

The XR Red Rebels  organised 
actions and then set off from  various 
train stations across Britain, from 
York to Oxford.

Greenwashing
Activists organised protests against 
the arrival of repressive, right wing 
leaders and greenwashing leaders 
to the city.

Members of Sikh groups  gathered 
in the centre of Glasgow to  protest 
at the arrival of hard-right Indian 
prime minister Narendra Modi at 
the conference.

Signs read, “Punjab farmers—we 
stand with you.”

French protesters gathered on a 
bridge in Glasgow to demonstrate 
against Emmanuel Macron’s cosy 
relationship with the fossil fuel 
industry. 

And world leaders weren’t the 
only ones arriving in Glasgow this 

week. Hundreds of people greeted 
 climate activist, Greta Thunberg, 
at Glasgow Central train station on 
Saturday.

She warned that those inside 
Cop26 must take urgent action to 
avoid climate chaos.

Emergency
“As citizens across the planet, we 
urge you to face up to the climate 
emergency. Not next year. Not next 
month. Now,” said Thunberg.

Activists arrived in Glasgow from 
across Europe on a chartered train 
on Sunday as part of the Rail to Cop 
initiative.

Hundreds of activists at the 
 station greeted them.

There were already early signs 
that the police are looking to crush 
protests.

Activists who greeted those 
 arriving in Glasgow by train were 
reportedly threatened with arrest.

Police Scotland’s Iain Livingstone 
warned cops are likely to “physically 
engage” with protesters. In the face 
of escalating police aggression, 
 protests on the 5 and 6 November 
need to be as big as possible.

There is still time to build  protests 
to be even larger.

They will send a clear message 
that ordinary people won’t stand by 
as the planet is destroyed.

EXTINCTION REBELLION activists are in Glasgow to join the protests 

Glasgow council workers were right to 
strike during the climate conference 
AS COP26 began, Glasgow city 
council cleansing workers began 
a pay strike.

They were right to do so. 
Criticism that their strike 
distracts from the conference is 
utterly wrong. 

Workers fighting for better 
conditions in life is not separate 
from the climate battle.

We need more working class 
fights that link pay and job 
conditions to environmental 
issues. 

Members of the GMB union 
working in refuse collection 
and school janitors and caterers 
began their strike on Monday. 

The strikes were initially 
called off on Friday by the GMB 
leadership following a new pay 
offer. 

But talks fell flat and strikes 
were back on. 

Council workers in the Unison 
union were also set to strike for 
five days from Monday of next 
week—but the union wrongly 
called off the action.

The agreed deal only offers a 
one year real-term pay rise for 
the lowest-paid council workers. 

Its only improvement on the 

previous offer was that the pay 
deal would be backdated to 
January 2021.

And those earning over 
£25,000 will get an increase of 
just one or two percent—well 
below inflation.

Jim Main, a Unison activist in 
Glasgow, told Socialist Worker 
it was wrong to suspend the 
action. “There’ll be tremendous 
anger and frustration in 
Glasgow,” he said. “Given where 
we had the employer—they 
were squirming with Cop26 on.”

Jim added, “The good ballot 
results in some branches show 
there was an appetite for 
action. Striking after the GMB 

would have meant two weeks 
of serious industrial action. The 
employers would have been 
very vulnerable to that.”

Everyone should offer 
solidarity and get behind the 
striking workers. 

Those at the top of GMB were 
right not to accept the deal. 

But they must move beyond a 
chest-beating glee at upstaging 
Unison and push for hard-
hitting action over pay and 
climate issues.

This would be a huge step 
forward for creating stronger 
links between the climate 
movement and organised 
workers. 

JOIN PROTESTS
Friday 5 November, 11am
lGlasgow
Assemble: Kelvingrove Park, at 
the Prince of Wales Bridge

Saturday 6 November, 12 noon 
lGlasgow 
Assemble: Kelvingrove Park
lLondon
Assemble: Bank of England, 
Threadneedle St, EC2R 8AH

For protests in other towns and 
cities see cop26coalition.org

More online
For more on the protests, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

Glasgow pickets on Monday Picture: GlasGow GMB

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK
Protesters demand real 
action while leaders dine
AFTER A long day 
of climate inaction, 
world leaders enjoyed 
a lavish meal inside 
the Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery and Museum 
on Monday. 

Their dinner was 
opposed by over 150 
angry protesters who 
chanted, “Shame on 
you”, from behind 
police lines.

Protesters were 
split into several small 
groups by the high 
numbers of police 
surrounding the 
museum. 

According to one 
protester, a group of 
young activists were 
threatened with arrest 
for holding a banner 
and a megaphone.

During the first 
formal day of the 
conference, world 
leaders pledged to end 
deforestation by 2030. 
That means another 
decade of unchecked 
felling.

The promise will 
reportedly be signed 
by over 100 leaders, 
including far right 
Brazilian president 
Jair Bolsonaro.

Bolsonaro’s 
government has been 
contributing to the 
destruction of the 
Amazon rainforest at 

the expense of both 
the planet and the 
indigenous people that 
live there. 

Boris Johnson 
described the deal as a 
“landmark agreement 
to protect and restore 
the earth’s forests”.

But previous 
pledges to protest the 
earth’s forests have 
fallen flat.

At the UN summit 
on climate change in 
2014, governments 
and corporations 
promised to end 
deforestation by 
2030. Since 2014 
deforestation has not 
slowed at all. 

According to some 
estimates, due to the 
rate rainforests are 

being destroyed, there 
might be just  
10 percent left by 
2030. 

Sonia Guajajara, 
head of the 
Articulation of 
Indigenous Peoples of 
Brazil, said, “We need 
to urgently save our 
territories to protect 
the lives of indigenous 
people and the future 
of our planet. 

“The Amazon is 
the world’s largest 
tropical rainforest and 
considered a crucial 
bulwark against 
climate change.” 

The world’s forests 
desperately need 
protection, but empty 
promises at Cop26 will 
not provide that.

Police prevented protests in Glasgow on Monday

Resist Johnson’s racist claims 
BORIS Johnson 
has compared the 
climate crisis to 
the fall of Rome—
blaming its descent 
on “uncontrolled 
immigration” in his 
latest racist rant. 

At the G20 meeting 
in Rome, Italy, 
last week Johnson 
said, “When the 
Roman Empire fell, 
it largely resulted 

from uncontrolled 
immigration. 

“It could no longer 
control its borders, 
people came in from 
the east and all over 
the place, and we 
went into a Dark 
Ages, or Europe went 
into a Dark Ages that 
lasted a very long 
time.”

Global heating is 
leading to higher 

sea levels, droughts, 
forest fires and 
floods, and will force 
millions of people to 
leave their homes.

Johnson’s tirade 
shows that world 
leaders will use 
any excuse to 
attack migrants 
and refugees, and 
present them as the 
scapegoat for their 
failings.

Warming at dangerous levels
WHILE world leaders 
sit and think of ways 
to do nothing about 
the climate crisis, 
reminders of the 
advancing devastation 
are coming to light.  

According to a 
new report, global 
heating could mean 
that 3 billion people 
will be exposed to 
temperatures as warm 
as the hottest parts 
of the Sahara Desert 
by 2070. The report 

also notes that ideally, 
humans should 
live within a yearly 
average of 11-15 
degrees Celsius. 

“Each degree 
of warming above 
present levels 
corresponds to roughly 
1 billion people 
falling outside of the 
climate niche,” said 
Tim Lenton, climate 
specialist and director 
of the Global Systems 
Institute at Exeter 

university  
and co-author of the 
report. 

Lenton added, “The 
good news is that 
these impacts can 
be greatly reduced if 
humanity succeeds 
in curbing global 
warming.” 

Action must be 
taken to slow down 
global heating, or 
else the Earth will 
become increasingly 
uninhabitable. 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WE HAVE TO CHANGE THE 
WORLD IN ORDER TO SAVE IT 

 C
OP26 IS headed to 
be another failure. 
Politicians will present 
themselves as climate 
leaders. But afterwards, 

Boris Johnson will slash tax 
on domestic flights and offer 
enormous subsidies for the fossil 
fuel industry.

Climate activist Greta Thunberg 
was right to tell a protest, “Change 
is not going to come from inside 
there. That’s not leadership—this 
is leadership.”

How are we going to overthrow 
the system that produces 
environment destruction?

There’s a danger that because 
it’s so daunting, activists can 
restrict their horizons to what 
seems achievable now—or 
collapse into fatalist despair.

This isn’t the first time mass 
extinction stalked the Earth. The 
First World War that began in 
1914 was the most brutal conflict 
seen in human history until then.

The revolutionary Rosa 
Luxemburg denounced a system 
that had produced “fertile plains of 
death on which profits can grow”. 

It was a war generated by 
the clash of competing capitalist 
nation states, which fed millions 
of ordinary people into the death 

grinder. And it was stopped not 
by liberal proclamations or peace 
appeals but by revolution.

When workers and peasants 
took power in Russia, the war 
ended in the East. It ended in the 
West when soldiers and sailors 
mutinied and tore down the 
government in Germany.

Those revolutions fused the 
immediacies of life with the revolt 
against the war that hung over 
every aspect of existence. 

The revolutionary Bolsheviks’ 
appeal was for “Bread, Land, 
Peace”—and control by workers’ 
councils that offered a richer 
democracy than anything the 
system could provide. That’s what 
we need now. We need movements 

against war, racism, women’s 
oppression, LGBT+ oppression 
and everything that divides us. We 
need more strikes and protests and 
stronger trade unions.

But crucially we need political 
organisation that identifies the 
source of all exploitation and 
oppression—capitalism—and 
fights to overthrow it.

And we have to attack the 
bases of capitalism—private 
ownership and control, and nation 
state competition—that make a 
genuine solution to climate chaos 
impossible.

It was good to see climate 
activists and cleansing workers 
together on Glasgow picket lines 
this week. We need more of that.

Whenever people fight back, 
socialists have to be there with a 
vision of a different world.

If you’re demonstrating around 
Cop26, if you’re outraged by the 
system, then you should join the 
Socialist Workers Party.

Capitalism today means 
environmental destruction driven 
by a system that produces “fertile 
plains of death on which profits 
can grow”.

To resist climate change we 
need a revolution that puts people 
and the planet first.

ROYAL FAMILY’S SICK LIES
 TO THE heartbreak of 

royalists, the queen didn’t 
make it to the Cop26 

conference.
The monarch has been told to 

rest. A life of heavy duties, ribbon 
cutting and carrying the weight 
of the bloody British Empire, has 
taken its toll.

The green prince Charles 
dutifully stepped up. Charles, 
“who has long been a champion of 
environmental causes”, declared 
war on climate change. In the last 
five years Charles has accumulated 

the most air miles in his family. He 
even flew to Cop26 on a private jet.

Another royal is making 
headlines again—paedophile prince 
Andrew. The sweatless prince has 
rebutted a claim against him by 
Virginia Roberts Giuffre, who he 
sexually abused while she was 17.

Andrew was introduced to 
Giuffre by his friend, convicted sex 
trafficker Jeffrey Epstein. Giuffre is 
now suing the prince in the United 
States. Yet Andrew has called 
Giuffre’s accusations “baseless”. 
He claims she is motivated by 

greed, has changed her story to 
seek a “payday” and is trying to 
“milk the publicity”.

Disgustingly, Andrew has also 
accused his victim of recruiting 
girls for Epstein’s trafficking ring.

The prince, whose legal fees are 
paid by the queen, has “absolutely 
and categorically” denied having 
sex with Giuffre. Previous defences 
include eating at a Pizza Express in 
Woking at a key moment.

It’s time for the sickening royal 
family to be banished into oblivion 
for good.

Whenever people 
resist, socialists 
have to be there 
with a vision of a 
different world 

‘‘ 
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Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Competition between 
states grows sharper
BORIS JOHNSON is puffing himself up as a world statesman for 
the Cop26 conference. But the ridiculous squabble with France 
over fishing rights off British coasts shows the lies behind his 
posturing. The absurdity of the conflict is on both sides and the 
economic stakes are trivial. Yet Britain and France are making 
noises as if they want to restage the Battle of Sluys, which the 
English and French fleets fought in 1340.

The two governments are driven largely by electoral politics. 
But the French prime minister has written to the president of 
the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen demanding 
the whole European Union (EU) mobilise to punish Britain for 
Brexit.

When you think about it, this is ridiculous. From the point of 
view of the interests of European imperialism it makes sense to 
heal the rifts created by Britain’s break with the EU.

Instead, the trend is going in the opposite direction. And you 
can’t put this down to the personal idiosyncrasies of Johnson 
or French president Emmanuel Macron. The breakdown in 
cooperation between leading capitalist states is happening 
worldwide.

Recently two studies of the pandemic were published by 
liberal scholars—Aftershocks by Colin Kahl and Thomas 
Wright, and Shutdown by Adam Tooze. Both books stress the 
failure of international cooperation.

It explores how states shut down chaotically and promoted 
the development and distribution of vaccines in competition 
with one another. And both give the same explanation—
the growing geopolitical rivalry between the two biggest 
economies, the United States and China.

This is visible right across the board. Participants in the G20 
summit of leading economies in Rome, Italy last weekend 
were treated to a homily from their host, Italian prime minister 
Mario Draghi.

“Multilateralism is the best answer to the problems we face 
today … From the pandemic, to climate change, to fair and 
equitable taxation, going it all alone is simply not an option,” 
Draghi stated.

But the leaders of the two main rivals to the US—Xi Jinping 
of China and Vladimir Putin of Russia—voted against 
multilateralism. Neither went to Rome for the G20 and 
neither are going to Cop26 in Glasgow. They don’t want 
Western‑orchestrated summits to succeed.

Since it’s true that the main global problems have to be dealt 
with collectively, this is bad news. But the Anglo‑French spat 
shows that the Western camp itself is divided.

The EU is split over how to deal with the increasing 
authoritarianism of the Hungarian and Polish regimes. North 
European states, where economic and political liberalism is 
still strong, want to take a hard line. But Germany’s Angela 
Merkel, in her swan song before she steps down as chancellor, 
wants a face‑saving compromise. Her protege von der Leyen is 
too weak to resolve these divisions.

Bizarre
The most bizarre division is over US nuclear strategy. President 
Joe Biden is considering publicly renouncing the first use of 
nuclear weapons and announcing the US will resort to them 
only in very narrow circumstances. These include when it is 
directly attacked or immediately threatened.

Leading allies—Britain, France, Germany, Japan, and 
Australia—are using the summits to lobby him not to make this 
change.

These states want the world to continue to live under the 
shadow of nuclear war because they feel safer that way.

The Financial Times explains, “American policy towards 
the use of nuclear weapons has, since the cold war, remained 
intentionally vague, suggesting the US could use them 
preemptively and allowing allies in both Europe and Asia 
a clear sense of protection under the American ‘nuclear 
umbrella’.”

And this comes at a time when the strategic arms race 
between the US, China, and Russia is speeding up. Russia 
is modernising its nuclear weapons systems and China has 
tested a hypersonic missile that could bypass US anti ballistic 
missile defences. Under the impact of a triple crisis—economic 
stagnation, growing chaos caused by capitalism’s destruction 
of nature, and intense Great Power competition—the 
international state system is fragmenting. And with potentially 
dangerous consequences.

THE CARGO ship carrying refugees migrants off the island of Crete, Greece

Greece and Turkey leave 
refugees stranded at seas
by NICK CLARK

Squabbling  governments 
left more than 300 Afghan 
refugees stranded in the 
sea for days, as they rowed 
over who should take them 
to safety.

Some 375 refugees were 
left trapped on a cargo ship 
after it developed engine 
trouble last Thursday off the 
Greek island of Crete in the 
Mediterranean sea.

Yet rather than send 
help, the Greek government 
argued with Turkey over who 
was responsible for rescuing 
the refugees. 

It was four days before the 
Greek coastguard eventually 
towed the ship to the island 
of Kos in the Aegean sea.

Many of those on board 
were reported to be hungry 
and dehydrated after their 
ordeal, and one woman had 
to be taken to hospital.

The scandal lays bare 
European governments’ false 
claims to want to help Afghan 
refugees. 

In fact, they are desper‑
ate to stop most refugees 
 entering Europe at all costs.

Greece refused to rescue 
the passengers because of 
a deal struck between the 
European Union (EU) and 
Turkey in 2016 that was 
designed to keep refugees 
out. It was signed to stop 
refugees mainly from Syria 
entering Europe.

Just as they do with Afghan 
refugees now, European gov‑
ernments claimed to sup‑
port ordinary Syrians while 
 denying them safety.

The deal allows Greece to 

deport refugees to Turkey, 
which many travel through 
to enter Europe. It has meant 
hundreds of thousands 
of refugees—many from 
Afghanistan—have been kept 
for months and even years in 
massive refugee camps on 
Greek islands in the Aegean.

And Greek coastguard 
ships have been filmed exe‑
cuting violent “pushbacks” 
against boats and dinghies 
carrying refugees. Boats 
block, ram, beat and even 
shoot at them.

At the land border between 
Turkey and Greece, border 
cops use batons, rubber 
bullets and teargas against 
 refugees attempting to cross.

The EU is currently  worried 
that the number of refu‑
gees trying to enter Europe 
will again increase after the 
Taliban defeated the US 
occupation in Afghanistan.

Greece’s Tory  migration 
minister Notis Mitrachi 
called the boat carrying ref‑
ugees a “dangerous and ille‑
gal journey from the Turkish  
coast facilitated by criminal 
gangs.”

Forceful
He called on the EU to “ensure 
the EU/Turkey  statement is 
upheld”—meaning he wants 
it to be even more forceful in 
keeping refugees out.

Racist EU laws deny people 

from outside Europe the right 
to freedom of movement.

The  EU t rea t s  f ree 
 movement as one of the 
privileges given only to 
its members so that they 
have an advantage over 
 non‑ European countries.

Yet the deal with Turkey is 
breaking down as the Greek 
and Turkish governments 
argue over control and influ‑
ence in the Aegean and east 
Mediterranean seas.

In the meantime ordinary 
Afghan people—whose lives 
have been wrecked by the 
West’s wars—are frozen out, 
stranded and used as bar‑
gaining chips while they try 
to reach safety.

Remembrance march demands justice
HUNDREDS OF friends 
and relatives of people 
who died in prison 
or police custody 
marched in central 
London last Saturday 
calling for justice.

The United Families 
and Friends annual 
march gives solidarity 
to campaigns that have 
often been continuing for 
many years. Each year it 
also sees new examples 
of police killings.

Keshia Johnson came 
from Manchester with 
her family. Her brother 
Ronaldo Johnson died 
in April after the car 
he was riding in as a 
passenger crashed 
during a police chase.

“We have just been 

batted from the police to 
the IOPC [Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission] for 
information, but we are 
no wiser as to what’s 
happened,” she said.

“It needs to change.”
 Filmmaker and 

activist Ken Fero called 
for a People’s Tribunal 
on Police Killing to hold 

the cops accountable 
internationally.

He added, “We 
collectively must 
stop saying ‘deaths 
in custody’ using 
the language of the 
state and say what 
police murdering is—
police killings.”

There was also a 
solidarity mobilisation 
in Edinburgh where 
the families of Sheku 
Bayoh and Allan Marshall 
presented demands 
for justice to the first 
minister’s residence.

Sheku died after being 
restrained by police in 
Kirkcaldy. Allan died 
after prison officers 
violently restrained him 
in HMP Edinburgh.

Protest last Saturday P
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Tories do 
nothing  
as Covid 
cases soar
Cases of the virus are rising sharply 
but the Tories still refuse to bring in 
restrictions write Sam Ord

OVER 5 million people have now 
died worldwide from Covid since 
the first death was recorded  
in Wuhan, China, 22 months 
ago. 

That’s the official figure—the real 
one will be much higher.

In Britain Covid cases hit the 
appalling milestone of 9 million 
last week.

Overall ,  according to the  
Office for National Statistics  
(ONS), 165,213 deaths have 
occurred in Britain where Covid-
19 was mentioned on the death  
certificate.

That’s one in 400 of the 
population.

An unsafe return to schools and 
universities coupled with the ongo-
ing return to workplaces has fueled 
the rise.

Recently cases in Britain have 
fallen. Part of that is because 
English schools have been closed 
for half term. 

But another surge will be likely to 
come as schools return.

Professor, Christina Pagel from 
the Independent Sage scientists’ 
group, said, “Cases do seem to have 
peaked —for now—in school age 
children, but not yet in adults.

“However, prevalence in pri-
mary and secondary school children 
remains very high,” she added.

Over eight percent of children 
aged 11 to 15 are currently battling 
the infection.

Current
Pagel added, “Rising cases recently 
suggest that deaths will keep rising. 
I do not think the current level of 
deaths is acceptable.”

And the government’s official 
Sage scientists’ group says that the 
“very high prevalence in schools 
combined with partly-vaccinated  
12 to 16-year-olds in a highly 
mixing population” makes a vac-
cine-resistant mutation of the virus 
more likely.

Sage also said England’s current 
R number—which indicates how 
many people someone with corona-
virus will infect—could rise to 2.3 if 

people make a “complete return to 
pre-pandemic behaviour”. 

But this is precisely what the gov-
ernment has encouraged since 17 
July or “freedom day”.

The British Medical Association 
joined the NHS Confederation 
to demand that mask-wearing, 
compulsory vaccinations to enter 
crowded venues, and a return to 
working from home are immedi-
ately implemented.

The Tories are hellbent on refus-
ing to introduce even the slightest 
safety measures. 

A return to working from home 
is completely out of the question for 
them.

The government puts business 
and profit first and people’s safety 
last. This week it removed all “red 
list” countries from the banned 
travel list.

The Tories pin all hope on 
 offering Covid booster jabs at NHS 
walk-in vaccination centres.

But with an incredibly high covid 
rate, death rate and lagging vacci-
nation rate, the vaccine alone can’t 
be the sole solution. 

There is also the chance that 
global vaccine inequality will result 
in a vaccine resistant, mutated virus 
strain.

Trade unions, students and 
 workers must stand up to the disas-
trous Tory rule and fight for safety 
and control of their workplaces.

BACK STORY
The return to schools has 
meant a spike in cases across 
Britain
lEarlier this month the number 
of infections reached 50,000 
in a day which was the highest 
reported since 17 July 
lThis was fueled by a return to 
schools
lChildren in the age range 
12-15 are now able to get the 
vaccine but as of the weekend 
only just over 600,000 had been 
vaccinated 

QUEUES OF ambulances show the scale of the crisis 

Ambulance queues and shortages 
are result of Tory cuts to the NHS
NHS MANAGERS warn that 
patients are being put at 
“catastrophic risk” due to 
ambulance delays.

For the first time ever, West 
Midlands Ambulance Service 
raised its delay-risk rating to its 
highest level.

Paramedics claim that patient 
harm is “certain” as patients 
wait in ambulances outside 
hospitals until there’s enough 
staff and hospital beds to care 
for them.

These ambulance queues 
have resulted in a huge cut 
to the number of available 
ambulances. 

Hospital management teams 
in Staffordshire and the Black 
Country have asked people to 
seek alternative NHS services as 
a result.

Over 5,700 ambulances were 
forced to wait over  
60 minutes to drop off patients 
in September across the 
Midlands.

A patient in Cambridge died 
from cardiac arrest last week 
while waiting five hours in an 
ambulance for space in A&E.

And a cancer patient in 
Shropshire, west Midlands 
suffering from breathing 
difficulties died after an eight 

hour wait for an ambulance.
In September a total of 1,375 

hours were lost by crews waiting 
outside the Royal Shrewsbury 
Hospital.

Over 750 hours were lost 
while waiting outside the 
neighbouring Princess Royal 
hospital in Telford.

Waiting times contributed to 
an excess of 16,000 lifesaving 
hours lost across the West 
Midlands ambulance service 
that month.

NHS bosses are predicting for 
the worst to still come as winter 
and a severe lack of funding and 
staff pushes the health service to 
the brink.

Deployed
Mark Docherty, director 
of nursing and clinical 
commissioning said that 
additional front-line resources 
had been deployed to prepare 
for the future and to get patients 
handed over quickly.

He added, “Despite 
everything we are doing by way 
of mitigation, we know that 
patients are coming to harm as a 
result of delays.

“We know that there are 
patients that are having 
significant harm. And indeed, 

through our review of learning 
from deaths, we know that sadly 
some patients are dying before 
we get to them.”

He added, “If we follow the 
trajectory that winter normally 
follows it’s only going to get 
worse. 

“And we will lose so many 
hours in December, January and 
February that it’s difficult to see 
how we will be able to respond 
to some patients in a time frame 
that’s acceptable.”

The West Midlands ambulance 
service and other ambulance 
trusts across Britain have seen 
record numbers of emergency 
999 calls.

Today’s issues in the NHS 
aren’t a result of lazy workers or 
natural delays. 

The Tories have cut and 
privatised sections of the health 
service with profit, not efficiency 
in mind. 

With Covid cases rising, 
a drastic change in NHS 
infrastructure and more beds 
and staff are desperately needed 
to avert an even bigger crisis. 

On other pages...
Build a big NHS pay strike vote in 
Unison union ballot>>Page 19
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Biden breaks 
promises on 
climate and 
spending
Sophie Squire explains how in 
the run up to Cop26 US president 
Joe Biden is abandoning some key 
pledges and toning down others

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden has 
retreated from key  spending 
p l e d g e s — n o t  l e a s t  o v e r 
 combating climate change.

Biden claimed he would push 
through a pair of major bills 
that would see fundamental 
 transformation in people’s lives.

The original claim was that this 
would see £4.4 trillion of spending. 
When it reached Congress, this had 
fallen to £2.56 trillion for social and 
environment action over ten years.

That’s now down to only half 
of that sum. It means the annual 
outlay is less than one-quarter of 
the military budget.

Biden will seek to pose as a 
global climate leader at Cop26. But 
he’s failing, as instead he is  pushing 
market solutions to the climate 
crisis. 

While ordinary people could be 
handed a small incentive to use 
greener energy in their homes, big 
businesses could be given massive 
handouts to be greener. 

The bill concludes that it will 
“boost the competitiveness of  existing 
industries, like steel, cement, and 
aluminium, through grants, loans, 
tax credits, and procurement.”

Proposed
Biden’s bill never proposed the 
wide scale transformation of the US 
economy needed to cut  emissions 
 drastically.

But the mildness of the policies 
in the bill hasn’t stopped opposition 
from Republicans and Democrats 
alike. 

In particular, those with vested 
interests in the fossil fuel industry. 

Democrat senators Kyrsten 
Sinema and Joe Manchin have been 
pushing hard to dial back on climate 
policies ahead of the vote. 

Manchin and Sinema both 
opposed the “Build Back Better” 
bill’s Clean Electricity Performance 
Programme (Cepp). 

The Cepp would give incentives 
to utility companies to reduce fossil 
fuel use and penalties for failing to 
do so.

The programme, dubbed the 
“centrepiece” of the bill’s climate 
policies, was stripped back and 
rewritten due to their opposition. 

West Virginia senator Manchin 
is the founder of coal brokerage 
company Enersystems. Last year he 
made more than £350,000 from the 
company. 

Manchin himself has said that 
he would be less resistant to Cepp 
if it included investment into tech-
nologies that reduce emissions from 
fossil fuels. 

Biden announced that the bill 
would potentially be voted on this 
coming week. 

For the bill to pass, every 
Democrat vote is needed, as no 
Republican will vote for it. This 
means Manchin and Sinema’s oppo-
sition will be deeply worrying for 
Biden.

Dissent from within Biden’ own 
party shows how hard it will be 
to pass policy in the US that cuts 
emissions. 

This is especially when so many 
of those in power make millions 
from fossil fuels.

Yet it’s not just two rogue sena-
tors that are the problem. 

Th i s  who le  p roces s  has 
 underlined how the Democrats are 
the second party of big business in 
the US.

Climate activists can have no 
faith that the Democrats will make 
the changes that are desperately 
needed to halt climate change. 

Israeli border police beat and arrest 
protesters for defending graveyard
by NICK CLARK

ISRAEL HAS launched a new 
assault on Palestinians in 
occupied Jerusalem—with plans 
to destroy a Muslim cemetery 
to make way for a new Israeli 
“national park.”

Israeli border cops have 
repeatedly assaulted protesters 
and Palestinians trying to 
defend the cemetery and their 
family members’ graves.

Video footage captured last 
Friday shows Israeli forces firing 
teargas and sound grenades at 
crowds of Palestinians outside 
the Al-Yusufiyah cemetery. 

Footage also shows cops 
forcibly removing Palestinians 
from their families’ gravesides—
beating and arresting them.

Israel plans to destroy part 
of the site to construct the 
park, which it hopes to open in 
mid-2022. On Sunday, an Israeli 
court upheld the “clearance” 
work

Workers from the 
Israeli-controlled Jerusalem 
municipality and the Israel 
Nature and Parks Authority 
exposed human remains during 
excavations three weeks ago.

Since then, Palestinians have 
increased their presence at the 

graveyard. This includes those 
going to protect their dead, and 
confront Israeli forces.

At least three Palestinians 
were wounded and seven 
detained on Friday following 
Muslim prayers at the site, in 
addition to dozens of others 
over the past few weeks.

Omar Rashadeh, 18, was 
arrested by Israeli forces at 
the cemetery on Monday of 
last week—then banned from 
attending the site.

Occupation
He told the Al Jazeera news 
website, “Occupation forces 
assaulted me with heavy 
beating during my arrest while 
I was present to protect my 
grandfather’s grave.

“Despite being banned from 
the cemetery, I come every day. 

“I will remain here night and 
day to defend the grave of my 
grandfather, who died last year 
and who was compassionate to 
me for 17 years.”

Israel’s plan to destroy the 
cemetery for a national park is 
part of its decades-long attempt 
to remove a Palestinian presence 
from east Jerusalem. 

It has kept this side of the 
Palestinian city under military 
occupation for more than 

50 years, after invading it in 
1967. 

A Palestinian uprising earlier 
this year stopped Israel’s 
attempts to evict Palestinians 
from their homes in the east 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah.

Israeli attacks on protesters 
there led to mass protests and 
a general strike across all of 
Palestine—including the occupied 
West Bank, Jerusalem and inside 
Israel’s “official” borders.

The uprising contributed to 
the downfall of a right wing 
Israeli government led by 
Binaymin Netanyahu. 

But since a new government 
was elected, the Palestinian 
Authority (PA), which governs 
in the West Bank, has tried 
to restart negotiations with 
Israel and cracked down on 
Palestinian activists.

Once again Israel is turning 
the screws on Palestinians. 

It has threatened to force 
power cuts on the West Bank 
to punish the impoverished 
PA—which depends on Israel for 
power—for unpaid debts.

And it has restarted its drive 
to push Palestinians out of 
Jerusalem. 

But Palestinians in Jerusalem 
are still resisting.

PRAYING AND protesting outside Al-Yusufiyah cemetery in Jerusalem

FIGURE IT OUT
£4.4 trillion 
the original amount Biden 
promised to ‘transform’ the US 

£1.28 trillion 
the final sum, spread over ten 
years—£128 billion a year
 
 £520 billion 
US military budget for 2021

Palestine
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Proportional representation falls flat 
DELEGATES TO the recent 
Unite union policy 
conference voted to back 
efforts to introduce the 
proportional representation 
(PR) method of voting for 
parliamentary elections.

We should be wary of 
seeing PR as a shortcut for 
workers’ interests to gain 
more of a say in parliament.

In Britain the major 
winners, had PR been in 
place for recent elections, 
would have been the right. 

The vile racist Nigel 
Farage would almost 
certainly have become an 
MP for Ukip along with 
scores of others. 

We don’t have to look 
much further back and it 

would have been the 
fascists of the BNP who got 
a leg up from PR.

To focus on parliament is 
also a distraction from the 
need to build a fight in our 
workplaces. 

As prices are rising fast 
millions of us need a real 

pay rise now. Unite General 
Secretary, Sharon Graham 
was right to prioritise 
standing on a picket line, 
over going to Labour 
conference. Let’s keep our 
eyes on the ball.

Mark Dunk
Cambridge

9

Opportunist 
Tories 
PUSHING the NHS into 
crisis is all part of the 
Tory scum’s plan. Covid 
has already been used 
to help speed up the 
sale of the NHS.

And following the 
murder of one of their 
MPs, they’re using the 
event to stop all types 
of complaints against 
them.

Alan Williams
On Facebook

Refugee 
protest  
ONCE AGAIN there’s 
been total silence in 
the mainstream media 
regarding Amnesty’s, 
pro-refugee protest in 
London.

Yet they wonder why 
so much of the British 
population distrusts the 
establishment.

Leslie Bridges
On Facebook

Goodbye to a 
war criminal
PERHAPS THE recently 
deceased Colin Powell 
was a more decent 
human than George 
Bush. But I remember 
him lying through 
his teeth at the UN 
about the existence 
of weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq.

His decisions caused 
the death of up to a 
million Iraqis, not to 
mention his own soldiers.

He will not be missed.
Thomas Gallagher

London

Champagne 
over schools
IT’S SHOCKING that 
the chancellor Rishi 
Sunak is boasting 
about returning school 
spending to 2010 levels.

Apparently “we are 
all in this together.” Is 
that why they’ve cut 
Champagne duty?

Lisa Barker
On Twitter

We need more 
LGBT+ goals
IT’S GREAT to see 
Australian footballer, 
Josh Cavallo proudly 
come out as gay after a 
long personal journey.

There is a huge 
barrier for LGBT+ people 
to overcome in sport.

Many non-binary and 
trans people don’t fit 
into football’s binary 
teams—they never get 
an opportunity to play.

Niamh A
North London

Just a 
thought...Reject 

cops’ empty 
apology
MINA SMALLMAN, mother 
of murdered sisters Nicole 
Smallman and Bibaa Henry 
rightly rejected an apology 
from the Met police for its 
failure to search for her 
daughters when they were 
reported missing.

After their bodies had 
been found, officers took 
and circulated photos of 
themselves with the sisters’ 
corpses.

Despite this atrocious 
record the police watchdog 
concluded discrimination 
was not a factor in the 
mishandling of the case. 

Mina Smallman and local 
MP Dawn Butler reject this 
too. 

We know that the police 
force is institutionally racist 
and it is also riddled with 
sexism.

We saw its brutal 
treatment of women 
attending Sarah Everard’s 
vigil. We saw fellow officers 
supporting her murderer at 
his trial. 

Police have the highest 
reported rates of domestic 
violence of any occupational 
group.

And recently many 
instances have come to light 
of police abuse of women 
who were victims of crime 
and of women police 
officers who fear reprisals if 
they report it. 

Another police officer 
has just been charged with 
rape.

Cressida Dick says she 
wants to “rebuild the bond 
of trust between police and 
public, particularly 
women”. You can’t repair a 
bond that doesn’t exist. The 
police apology is worthless.

Sarah Cox
West London

Self-determination in 
Taiwan is a socialist fight
YOU ARE broadly correct 
that Taiwan (Socialist 
Worker, 20 October) has 
long been a geopolitical 
football between competing 
imperial powers.

But it is a mistake to 
conclude that the island is 
“clearly part of China.” 

That’s not least of all 
because geographically the 
island is considerably 
further from China than, for 
example, Ireland is from 
Britain. Such claims play 
directly into Beijing’s 
imperialist ambitions. 

The island’s indigenous 
peoples, with their unique 
cultures and languages, 

never accepted the decades 
of repression from the 
mainland‑obsessed and 
Western‑sponsored 
dictatorship.

If we believe that all 
people have the right to 
self‑determination, then 
that right applies also to 
the Taiwanese.

Socialist Worker rightly 
supported the anti‑Beijing 
movement in Hong Kong. 

So it would be erroneous 
not to extend that same 
solidarity to the Taiwanese 
democratic movement for 
independence.

Dan Conquer
Woking

What can the Little Amal city 
walks teach  about protests?
HOW BRILLIANT to see huge 
crowds coming out to see Little 
Amal as she walks through city 
centres across Britain.

The reaction to the puppet of a 
Syrian child refugee travelling 
across Europe in search of 
sanctuary shows just how much 
support there is for asylum 
seekers. This is despite the barrage 
of right wing, racist propaganda.

Where anti-racist groups have 
participated, we have been able to 
raise political slogans and collect 
many names of people who want 
to get involved in campaigning.

I think there is something 
seasoned campaigners like us can 
learn from the Little Amal 
spectacles. The crowds around her 
are often bigger than our local 
demonstrations.

Shouldn’t we make our protests 

more open to performance and 
art? Can we use forms of theatre 
to reach out to people who have 
never yet joined a demonstration?

Anne J
Stroud, Wiltshire

lRELIGIOUS LEADERS, local 
children and community groups 
gathered on the steps of St Paul’s 
Cathedral, London to welcome 
Little Amal a couple of weeks ago.

The sound of hundreds of school 
children singing Consider Yourself 
from the musical Oliver to Little 
Amal was moving.

The lyrics about welcoming 
outsiders as “one of us” embodied 
the ethos of the grassroots refugee 
charities present. 

Representatives of the Muslim, 
Sikh, Jewish, and Christian 
communities asserted that London 

was a city of welcome, made 
stronger by its diversity. 

But as Amal continued her 
journey from the cathedral, I 
couldn’t help but let cynicism 
creep in.

Some of London’s biggest 
cultural institutions rolled out the 
red carpet to welcome Amal into 
their venues but what does that 
actually do? 

Arts organisations are stifled in 
political output by charity status 
and government funding, so I’d 
hardly expect them to be leading 
calls for open borders. 

Art is a powerful tool of 
protest, but it needs to agitate its 
audience into standing up to 
power, not just safely watching 
from the sidelines. 

Heidi Henders
East London
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Unite general secretary Sharon Graham with striking NHS workers



 HOW CAN
 REVOLUTION
 WIN IN
 SUDAN? 
Huge numbers of people have taken to the streets in rage 
against the recent military coup. Charlie Kimber looks at how 
failures in the democracy movement allowed the military time 
to regroup after the uprising in 2019. And activist Mohamed 
from Khartoum describes new experiments in neighbourhood 

Why workers must lead 
the fight for democracy

 T
HE THEORY of 
permanent revolution 
developed by Russian 
revolutionary Leon 

Trotsky explains why the 
working class has to lead the 
battle for democracy 

Trotsky developed the theory as 
a result of his direct experience of 
the 1905 Russian revolution. 

At the beginning of capitalism, 
in uprisings such as the French 
Revolution, the forerunners of 
today’s ruling classes had fought 
the old feudal rulers. They carried 
through change under the banner 
of liberty and equality. 

But, said Trotsky, those days 
had passed. In 1905 the capitalists 
sided with the archaic Tsarist 
monarchy. They opposed basic 
democratic and social rights, such 
as the removal of the Tsar, voting 
rights for ordinary people and land 
redistribution. 

In the 17th and 18th century the 
capitalists could fight the old order 
without worrying about a strong 
working class challenge for power. 
The working class hardly existed. 

But the expansion of industrial 
capitalism and the development 
of a modern proletariat had made 
the bourgeoisie a conservative class 
everywhere.

It feared that if workers were 
encouraged to reshape society they 
would not only bring down feudal 
relics but might target the capitalists’ 
wealth and power as well. 

Trotsky concluded that only the 
working class, using revolutionary 
methods, could carry through the 
battle for democracy and social 
change. And having spearheaded 

the fight for democracy, the 
working class in power was 
compelled to go beyond abstract 
notions of freedom or equality and 
to struggle for socialist change.

Then working class could 
lead other classes, such as the 
peasantry, but it had to play an 
independent role and lend no 
credibility to the fine phrases from 
liberals who would later betray it.

Even in countries with a small 
working class, this could happen 
because capitalism was now a 
world system.

What Trotsky called the 
system’s “combined and uneven 
development” meant that different 
parts of the world were in very 
different economic situations. 

Imperialism destroyed progress. 
But the whole globe was united by 
the expansion of capitalism.

No country’s workers could 
achieve socialism solely on the 
basis of a national revolution. 

They had to work at all times 
for the spreading of the revolution 
internationally or they would 
perish. 

Trotsky said, “Permanent 
revolution will become, for the 
Russian proletariat, a matter of 
class self-preservation.”

Monachy 
This is what happened in 1917 
in Russia. The working class, led 
by the Bolsheviks, first broke the 
monarchy but then was compelled 
either to impose its own state or to 
be crushed by reaction.

And, negatively, the failure of 
the revolution to spread opened 
the door to Stalinism.

In later revolutions, such as in 
China, the old order was defeated 
by armed revolt. 

But instead of workers taking 
power it was a layer of middle 
class intellectuals or peasant 
organisations that headed up the 
new governments.

In Sudan permanent revolution 
means fighting both the military 
and the capitalists at the same time.

And, instead of looking to the 
Western imperialists, the appeal 
should be to the struggling workers 
and poor across the Middle East 
and north Africa.

No country’s 
workers can 
achieve socialism 
on the basis of a 
national revolution

‘‘ 

Trotsky argued the era of the French Revolution (above), in which 
the bourgeoisie had fought against dictatorship, had passed

December 2018
A trebling in the price of 
bread and other basic 
goods leads to protests. 
They quickly became a 
political revolt against 
the regime of Omar 
al-Bashir who had ruled 
for 30 years since a 
military coup. Despite 
repression, protests 
grow during the next 
three months.

April 2019
Instead of leaving at 
the end of a march in 
Khartoum, protesters 
occupied the area 
around the military 
headquarters and began 
an indefinite sit-in.

They set up 
barricades to protect 
themselves from 
attack, organised food, 
water and security, 
began cultural projects 
and held constant 
discussions.

The example spread 
to some other cities. 
And workers began 
to protest not just 
as individuals but as 
organised groups from 
workplaces

11 April 2019
Fearing the scale of the 
protests, the military 
leaders announce 
that Bashir has been 
removed. But the 
military stays in charge. 
The protests and sit-ins 
continue and on 28 and 
29 May workers hold a 
powerful general strike.

3 June 2019
Led by the notorious 
Rapid Support Forces 
paramilitaries, military 
council forces stormed 
the Khartoum sit-in and 
killed at least 110 people. 
But protests and strikes 
continue.

August 2019
Instead of building on 
the protests to sweep 
away the military, a 
rotten agreement 
sees “power-sharing” 
between the military 
and the pro-democracy 
movement.

October 2019
Huge numbers of people 
come on to the streets 
angry at the slow pace 
of change and economic 
hardship.

July 2020
Up to a million people 
march “to correct the 
path of the revolution”.

October 2021 
The transitional 
agreement says the 
military should step 
aside. But the military 
launches a coup to stay 
in power.

W
ITH extraordinary 
courage ordinary 
people have been 
defying a military 
coup in Sudan. They 
have demonstrated 

in huge numbers, night after night.
Workers in oil fields, airports, schools, 

hospitals and universities have struck 
and called for civil disobedience.

People have resisted despite arrests, 
beatings, shootings and many killings by 
security forces.

The military, which has a long history 
of mass murder and torture, thought 
it could intimidate the population of 
45 million into fearful acceptance of 
its rule. It has instead met an enraged 
 fightback which has the potential to 
accelerate change.

What began as an attempt to bury 
the idea of radical change could become 
a spur to a far more revolutionary 
 outcome. But that depends on how the 
most determined and far-sighted people 
in the pro-democracy movement now 
organise.

The central battle at the moment is 
against the military. The strongest unity 
in action is needed to defeat it.  

But there is also a sharp battle inside 
the pro-democracy forces. In 2019, the 
Forces of Freedom and Change (FFC) 
that headed the movement gained 
strength from the great waves of strug-
gle and strikes against the military.

But its leaders channelled this power 
into securing a compromise deal.

Instead of overthrowing the killer gen-
erals, they installed them as the leading 
elements in a transitional government.

And they have worked with these 
generals ever since, despite widespread 
anger at the slow pace of change. The 

non-military members of Sudan’s tran-
sitional council undoubtedly oppose the 
coup. Some of them are under arrest and 
fear for their lives.

But they also want to fit in with the 
global powers, particularly the US, that 
are central to the capitalist system. Over 
the last year, the civilian prime minister 
Abdalla Hamdok had tried to extract debt 
relief from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). This was achieved—at a 
high political and economic price.

Diplomatic
Sudan had to persuade the US to remove 
it from the list of state sponsors of ter-
rorism. This required opening full dip-
lomatic relations with Israel. The mili-
tary pushed this hardest, but the civilian 
 cabinet members went along with it.

In April, the Sudanese cabinet as 
a whole did away with a law that has 
existed since the 1950s which imposes 
a boycott of Israel. And last month 
Sudanese authorities seized assets of 
companies linked to the Palestinian 
resistance movement Hamas.

Justice minister Nasredeen Abdulbari, 

one of those detained by the military 
during the coup, met two Israeli govern-
ment ministers three weeks ago. 

Prime minister Hamdok also imple-
mented the usual  pattern of IMF eco-
nomic structural  adjustment—remov-
ing subsidies and moving to a floating 
currency exchange rate.

Such moves have fueled the inflation 
rate which is now 400 percent a year.

It is empty to talk of “democracy” 
if people face poverty that is little dif-
ferent to the days of the dictator Omar 
al-Bahsir.

Now, the Sudanese Professionals 
Association, a leading element in 
the FFC, says, “There is no room for 
any political settlement to save the 
 partnership or keep the military council 
in power.”

Good. But there is always a danger 
that the military can be  formally side-
lined while pulling the strings in real-
ity. This is probably what the generals 
now want.

The only place for them should be 
behind bars, and facing full investigation 
for their murderous deeds in the Darfur 
area and against protesters  in 2019. 
The military should also be stripped of 
its control of businesses that dominate 
large parts of the economy. 

Those who want real change in Sudan 
have to fight the liberal opposition ele-
ments politically and by raising urgent 
working class demands over wages, 
union rights, women’s rights, food sup-
plies and many other questions. 

That means that the struggle for 
democracy has to be linked to the battle 
to advance the interests of workers and 
the poor.

Pro-democracy 
forces, instead of 
overthrowing killer 
generals, installed 
them in government

‘‘ 

“We are organising. In my area we have set up a 
‘disobedience committee’ for everyone who is 
against the military” Mohamed, Khartoum 
IN 2019, and again today, people 
have shown the will to develop 
beyond the structures of how society 
is usually organised.

Mohamed spoke to Socialist 
Worker last week from the streets 
of Burri, in Khartoum. He said, “The 
people are rising. The military are 
dammed by the blood of the martyrs 
wherever they go.

“We are organising. In my area 
we have set up what we call a 
‘disobedience committee’. It is open 
to everyone who rejects the military 
coup.

“We want to involve all of those 
who are open to organising life in a 
difficult time when there are fears 
of attacks and shortages of food and 
other essentials.

“We are doing this because we 
have to. There is no other authority 
we can trust now except our own 
work with one another.

“And we are drawing on our 
experience of 2019 when the sit-ins 
showed we could set up structures 
that were both a form of protest 
and a form of running our lives 
ourselves.

“We have committees to organise 
parts of life. One is for medical 
treatment. It distributes medicines 
and transports seriously ill people 

to hospitals that we think will be 
safe. We also give treatment to any 
protesters who are injured.

“Another group works on repairs 
to people’s homes—electrical work, 
water supply and so on. For most 
people this is much better than what 
is available in ‘ordinary times’.

“Another group is responsible for 
making sure everyone has enough 
food. Nobody goes hungry, not even 
the street children who are often 
hungry.

“We take donations of goods and 
money from those who have enough 
to give to those who do not have 
enough.

Barricades
“A very important group does 
protection for protesters and the 
people in the area. It might mean 
putting up barricades and other 
obstacles to the military. We could, 
for example, set out spikes to stop 
vehicles.

“We are trying very hard to banish 
fear. But we are peaceful. 

“Other people do communications 
with other committees.

“Finally, there is a group that I can 
only say is about uplifting our spirits 
and about joy. We will have music, 
and stories and poetry. We will make 

things with the children.
“We are not the beasts that the 

military sees us as. We are human 
and will insist on our humanity.

“Can this be a long-term way 
of organising? I don’t know. It is 
positive I think. It can be better.

“We need to have elections for 
these committees and, although 
many women are already involved 
there must be more women—and 
more young people.” 

These are important developments.
Mass demonstrations are crucial 

in Sudan. But as we have seen in 
Myanmar, a brutal ruling class can 
sometimes drive people from the 
streets by slaughter. 

That’s why workers’ strikes are so 
central. They are the strongest and 
most collective form of resistance.

If they spread and are sustained 
the military cannot win.

And, striking workers need 
their own form of democracy and 
organisation. At first setting up 
workers’ councils is about running 
society at a time of turmoil. But 
these councils can become a force to 
challenge for state power. 

The neighbourhood committees 
in Sudan are not workers’ councils. 
But they show the potential for such 
organisations.

(above) Protesting 
against the military 
in Sudan last week 
(below) General Abdel 
Fattah Al-Burhan
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
Alt right to far right—is 
the fascist threat back?
Wed 10 Nov, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
People, parliament and 
power—is this democracy?
Wed 10 Nov, 8pm
914-9548-1031
BRADFORD
Where does sexism and 
women’s oppression 
come from?
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
After Texas—what now 
for abortion rights?
Thu 11 Nov, 
6.30pm
874-3262-3749
BRISTOL
Resistance and 
revolution in Sudan
Thu 11 Nov, 
7.30pm
688-397-3148
CAMBRIDGE
Big government spending—
is neoliberalism dead?
Thu 11 Nov, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF
After the coup—resistance 
and revolution in Sudan
Wed 10 Nov, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Why Cop fails and how we 
achieve climate justice
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
828-532-8731
DEVON & CORNWALL
Carbon, capitalism, 
imperialism and war
Thu 11 Nov, 
7.30pm
865-2972-2883
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Nothing to lose but our 
chains—work and resistance 
in 21st Century Britain
Wed 10 Nov, 
7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
Capitalism and the 
fossil fuel economy
Wed 10 Nov, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
Mass movements, 
social change and the 
revolutionary strategy
Wed 10 Nov, 
7.30pm
431-459-112 

GLASGOW
How do we win a 
sustainable world?
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
Avant Garde, 33-44 King St
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HARLOW
A revolutionary guide 
to trans liberation
Thu 11 Nov, 7.30pm 
832-8746-7480
HASTINGS
Why capitalism cannot 
solve the climate crisis
Wed 10 Nov, 7.30pm
880-5464-3685
The White Rock Hotel
1-10 White Rock, TN34 1JU
HUDDERSFIELD
Is this democracy? 
Parliament, people 
and power
Wed 10 Nov, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
The Nationality and Borders 
Bill—the case against 
immigration controls
Thu 11 Nov, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Can capitalism be 
sustainable?
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
992-204-9372

LEEDS
Food shortages and petrol 
queues—what’s wrong 
with the economy?
Thu 11 Nov, 6pm
881-4770-0676 
LONDON: HACKNEY
Patterns of revolution—
what can we learn 
from Sudan?
Thu 11 Nov, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Road,
E5 0PU
LONDON:HARINGEY
The Russian Revolution—
festival of the oppressed
Wed 10 Nov,  7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Is Marx relevant today?
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Code red—why capitalism 
causes climate catastrophe
Wed 10 Nov, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
Big government spending—
is neoliberalism dead?
Wed 10 Nov, 
7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
As Starmer puts the 
boot in—socialists and 
the Labour party
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
After the coup—resistance 
and revolution in Sudan
Wed 10 Nov, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Why COP fails and how we 
achieve climate justice
Wed 10 Nov, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
After the coup—resistance 
and revolution in Sudan
Thu 11 Nov, 7.30pm
878-5774-8899
MANCHESTER
Patterns of revolution—
what can we learn 
from Sudan? 
Wed 10 Nov, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Capitalism and slavery—
the roots of racism
Wed 10 Nov, 7pm
368-595-2712

NORWICH
After the coup—resistance 
and revolution in Sudan
Wed 17 Nov, 7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Can we fight for a 
sustainable world?
Wed 10 Nov, 7pm
861-2001-6477
PORTSMOUTH
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Wed 10 Nov, 7.30pm
Somerstown Central 
Community Hub
Southsea, 
PO5 4EY 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Islamophobia and racism—
the politics of fear
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
528-174-9278
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Why Cop fails and how we 
achieve climate justice
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
902-964-963
WIGAN
Why the market can’t 
solve the crisis
Thu 11 Nov, 7pm
Relish, 
43 Hallgate
WN1 1LR 
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
After the Unite union 
elections—how can we 
rebuild our unions?
Wed 10 Nov, 7pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during 
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion, 
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with 
precautions taken for a safe environment. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom 
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 24 Nov, 7pm
Priory Rooms 
Quaker Meeting House 
40 Bull St  
B4 6AF

BLACK COUNTRY, 
SHROPSHIRE & 
STAFFORDSHIRE
Wed 24 Nov, 8pm
914-9548-1031

BOURNEMOUTH
Wed 17 Nov, 7pm
Friends Meeting House
16 Wharncliffe Rd
BH5 1AH

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 18 Nov, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749

BRISTOL
Thu 11 Nov, 7.30pm
Kuumba Centre
20 Hepburn Road 
BS2 8UD

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 25 Nov, 7.30pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF
Wed 17 Nov,  7.30pm
630-181-4857

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN 
& PERTH
Wed 17 Nov,  7.30pm
894-2628-7708

EAST MIDLANDS
Wed 17 Nov, 7pm
354-874-4790

EDINBURGH
Wed 24 Nov, 7.30pm
431-459-112

ESSEX
Thu 18 Nov,  7.30pm
832-8746-7480

KENT
Thu 18 Nov, 8.15pm
434-623-8064

LEEDS
Thu 25 Nov, 6pm
881-4770-0676

LIVERPOOL
Wed 17 Nov, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 18 Nov, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
The Round Chapel
2 Powerscroft Road,E5 0PU

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 18 Nov, 7pm
874-012-7970

LONDON – SOUTH
Wed 17 Nov, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Thu 18 Nov, 7pm
529-913-6390

LONDON: TOWER
HAMLETS
Wed 17 Nov, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420

LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Thu 18 Nov, 
7.30pm
878-5774-8899

MANCHESTER
Wed 17 Nov,
 7.15pm
323-178-7151

NEWCASTLE
Wed 17 Nov, 7pm
368-595-2712

NORWICH
Wed 25 Nov, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299

PORTSMOUTH & 
SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 17 Nov, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809

SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 18 Nov, 7pm
528-174-9278

YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Wed 17 Nov, 
7pm
827-489-7492

What did Cop26 achieve, and how do we win 
a sustainable world?
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Building new myths around 
the West’s real black heroes
Netlix’s new film The Harder They Fall re-discovers the Wild West characters 
Hollywood tried to forget, though the story is pure fantasy, writes  Ken Olende
NAT LOVE (Jonathan Majors) is 
a Wild West gunslinger. He is in 
love with shotgun-toting singer 
and bar owner Stagecoach Mary 
(Zazie Beetz). 

His leadership of an outlaw 
gang is undermined by his obses-
sive  hunting for brutal, charismatic 
bandit Rufus Buck (Idris Elba). Aged 
ten he watched Buck murder his 
mother and preacher father. 

The film is an exhilarating, 
 operatic revenge drama, its almost 
totally black cast filmed against 
spectacular New Mexico scenery. 
Race is rarely mentioned but is 
always present. When someone says 
Buck is the Devil, another corrects 
them, “No, the devil is white”.

Black Bri t ish director  and 
c o - w r i t e r  J e y m e s  S a m u e l ’ s 
 background is in music—and rapper 
Jay-Z is one of the film’s producers. 

There is a rhythmic sense of 
movement throughout as it a mixes 
wit with slick action and bloody 
violence. 

I t  r eca l l s  tha t  the re  a re 
other outlaw mythologies than 
Hollywood’s. 

And it features black rebel music 
from the Fisk Jubilee Singers, 
through roots reggae to hip hop.

The “Wild West” was built on 
myth. 

That was usually of a racist 
“manifest destiny” that defeated 
the natives and tamed the West 
to create the democratic, free but 
 usually white US.

These myths snake from John 
Wayne riding tall, through  spaghetti 
westerns, to Sam Peckinpah’s 
 bloodstained fables. 

Divided
This is a reimagined black west with 
the land divided into separate black 
and white towns.  

And because this is a fantasy 
land,  viewers may not realise that 
these towns existed. 

After the Civil War tens of 
 thousands of former slaves headed 
west, founding more than 50 all- 
black towns, mostly in Oklahoma. 

These towns—from the first 
Langston to the largest Boley—
prospered until Oklahoma became 
a state in 1907 and a series of racist 
Jim Crow laws disenfranchised the 
black population. 

The film opens with the words, 
“Although these events are fictional, 
These. People. Existed.”

While the central gang members’ 
names are taken from real people, 
marshal Bass Reeves is the only 
one who bears the slightest rela-
tionship to historical reality. Yes, 
Rufus Buck and Cherokee Bill were 

both outlaws, though not together. 
But Stagecoach Mary was the first 
black woman employed to take mail 
through the west. 

She became famous aged about 
60 as she defended her cargo with 
her famous shotgun. 

Nat Love and Bill Pickett were 
cowboys. Pickett found fame as a 
wrangler who could wrestle steers 
to the ground. 

The film is fantastic—developing 
larger than life heroes in a mythic 
past. 

But it would be more exciting to 
see dramas about the real people 
whose names have been used, when 
Hollywood has so resolutely ignored 
this reality. Dianne Houston, who 
wrote for TV’s Empire and When We 

Rise is attempting to make a series 
about Boley—and that should be 
good. 

The first all black western, The 
Crimson Skull, was filmed there in 
1921 starring the real Pickett. 

At that time the US’s most  popular 
blockbuster was Birth of A Nation 
celebrating the murderous racism of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 

The alternative truth has still to 
be told in cinema. 
The Harder They Fall, Directed by 
Jeymes Samuel, is in cinemas and on 
Netflix now

(above) JONATHAN Majors and 
Zazie Beetz as Nat Love and 
Stagecoach Mary in the new 
film, The Harder They Fall—and 
their real-life inspirations (left) 

The real Bill Pickett was also a film star

On other pages...
Interview with Leila Hassan Howe 
>>Pages 14&15

STREAMING 
INSIDE JOB
Available now on Netflix

GROUPS SUCH as QAnon 
have turned conspiracy 
theories from something 
to laugh at, into real and 
dangerous ideas. But Inside 
Job aims to return them to 
sillier ground. 

It centres around Cognito 
Inc, a company covering 
up all of the “deep state” 
conspiracies it is possible 
to think of. Cynical scientist 
Raegen is trying to get 
to the top, whilst dealing 
with Rick and Morty-style 
misadventures. 

Meanwhile her father 
Rand is a caricature of 
conspiracy theorists—
having been fired from 
running the company and 
sent into a spiral. 

The two of them are 
surrounded by a cast of 
secret agents, dolphins and 
strange aliens. 

The show packs in every 
famous conspiracy from 
history into its episodes. 

From lizard people to 
cloning, everyone is bound 
to have heard of at least a 
few. 

Inside Job is mostly 
funny and fast-paced. 

But with the endless 
outpouring of adult 

animation, it could easily 
get lost. The concept is 
clever, but some of the 
jokes miss their mark.

It takes jabs at US 
jingoism and Facebook, 
though sometimes it feels 
as if these ideas could be 
sharper and taken further.

And the episodes are 
around half an hour. The 
standard 20 minutes 
for cartoons could have 
benefitted everyone here. 

The speed at which it 
makes references also 
means that there isn’t 
always enough time to 
appreciate the cleverness of 
the writing.

This is a shame given the 
length of the episodes and 
the potential for ideas to 
really hit their target.

Starring the voices of 
Lizzie Caplan and Christian 
Slater, Inside Job seems 
sure to enjoy the success of 
a second season.

It will be interesting 
to see where it goes. And 
hopefully it will develop 
the elements of sharpness 
which make it worth 
watching.
Gabby Thorpe

Raegen has to keep it all secret
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L
E I L A  H a s s a n 
Howe is a veteran 
anti‑racist who 
in  1981  helped 

organise the famous 
B lack  People ’s  Day 
of Action march that 
f o l l o w e d  t h e  N e w 
Cross Fire. 

She was an active member 
of the Race Today Collective, 
edited its journal, and was 
involved in all of its key 
struggles. She spoke to Yuri 
Prasad on the eve of a British 
Film Institute retrospective 
centred on her partner and 
collaborator, Darcus Howe. 

Following the huge 
success of Steve 
McQueen’s Small Axe 
TV series, how have you 
coped with the sudden 
interest in radical black 
British history and 
struggles you played such 
a leading role in? And did 
you find yourself looking 
at the programmes and 
getting cross about 
missing details? 
I am grateful. When 
Darcus died five years 
ago, one of the intentions 
of the small collective I 
am part of was that this 
history should be told. 

We wanted to tell people 
that there was a struggle 
that went on intensely 
in the 1970s and early 
80s and which had not 
really been recognised. 

We questioned why, 
when people in Britain were 
 talking about black  history, 
they were always talking 
about the United States, 
not black history here.

Both the Black Lives 
Matter movement and the 
television documentaries, 
opened the whole thing up.

I did get cross a little 
with missing details in the 
documentary Uprising. 

When it focused on the 
Black People’s Day of Action 
march, I realised that they 
were not going to cover 
the political organisation 
that went behind it. 

They wanted to base it 
around personal testimonies.

But on the other hand, 
what they achieved with 
the personal testimonies, 
particularly from those 
who were in the fire, I 
think made it much more 
emotionally interesting.

Perhaps another missing 
element of the films was 
an in‑depth exploration 
of the politics of the time, 
specifically, the question 
of ‘Political Blackness’. 
Why was that concept 
so important to you?
As a collective, we were 
very much embedded in the 
immigrant struggles of the late 
1960s, 70s, and early 80s. 

Those struggles for us 
were Asian, West Indian 
and African—and of the 
young people who had been 
educated here were born here.

At that time there was 

a feeling of unity between 
different nationalities. 

We’re now in the phase of 
identity politics but I don’t 
know that you can politically 
mobilise around identity. 
But at that point in time, 
the immigrant working class 
and their offspring were 
demanding equal rights 
and justice in this country. 
So we represented that.

Farrukh Dhondy, an Indian 
member of the collective, said 
that this approach stemmed 

from the Black Panther Party 
in the US. The Panthers were 
very much about oppression 
being coloured by being black. 

So you could be from the 
Middle East, you could be 
from India, you could be 
Mexican-American and be 
part of the black struggle. 
I think we carried on that 
unity in Race Today.

For example, we supported 
the Bengali community 
in East London in their 
housing movement—the 

big squatting movement of 
the 1980s. The Race Today 
offices got a phone call from 
a Bengali who said, “We 
understand you help black 
people, and we need help.”

You were very involved 
in the wave of factory 
workers’ struggles led by 
Asian workers in the 1970s. 
How did that come about?
Back then, the fight for 
Asian workers wasn’t just 
against employers, it was 
also against the unions. 

They had a kind of 
Empire view that as 
immigrants we should be 
grateful for what we got. 

And they thought that 
by working for low wages, 
we were undercutting the 
rest of the working class.

So those struggles were 
characterised by the demand 
to change the unions as much 
as against the employers.

The Race Today Collective 
had a particular orientation 
on the black  working class. 
What did that mean? 
Our whole reason for 
being was to support and 
encourage black working 
class movements. And, at 
that time, the black middle 
class was just a few handfuls 
of professionals. There 

were very few of them.
Even if you came 

to Britain with higher 
education it meant little. 

Darcus was very highly 
educated but went to 
work in the Post Office. 

So that concept of having 
a professional class or 
even, as we have now, a 
moneyed middle class—
black or Asian—didn’t exist.

So we were absolutely 
embedded in working class 
struggles. And those politics 
were heavily influenced by 
the black radical CLR James. 

The Race Today Collective 
was more pessimistic 
about the prospects of 
black and white unity at 
that time than much of the 
left. Was that a product 
of experience or theory?
It was both. Black 
self-organisation and 
self-determination came to 
us from the United States 
and from Pan-Africanism.

I wouldn’t say we were 
pessimistic. But I will say 
that one of the signs of how 
things have changed is that 
when I was in the Black 
Power movement and in 
the Collective we organised 
demonstrations. But the only 
people who would support 
us would be members of the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

We never got any 
mass support.

Whereas with Black Lives 
Matter today, you’re seeing 
for the first time, hundreds 
and thousands of young 
white people coming out 
saying racism is wrong 
and we want justice. 

When I grew up, that did 

LEILA HASSAN HOWE 

RACE, CLASS 
AND STRUGGLE
Socialist Worker spoke to Leila Hassan Howe about the 
depiction of black struggle in the Small Axe film series, 
political blackness and the meaning of the Black Lives 
Matter movement today

not exist. In fact, it was the 
opposite. Most definitely 
something has changed. 

I went on a Black Lives 
Matter demonstration in 
London last year, and what 
struck me was the hundreds 
of thousands of young white 
people. That was the first 
time I had ever seen that.

And the power, and the 
feeling on the march showed 
they really meant it.

It wasn’t just a symbolic 
thing. They absolutely meant 
it when you saw their faces, 
when you saw them taking 
the knee, when you looked 
at the placards they made. 
They absolutely believed it.

So that is a huge change 
that I’ve seen in my lifetime.

Now, we have a right‑wing 
Tory government pursuing a 
hard racist agenda, and yet 
they’ve got black ministers 
fronting up their policies. 
Does that surprise you?
No, because what we’re seeing 
is the development of a class 
that has no concerns for 
working class lives, and how 
poor people live. We don’t 
have anything in common 
with Tory ministers Rishi 
Sunak or Kwasi Kwarteng.

It’s wrong to suggest 
that somehow these 
black people have been 
incorporated by the state. 

Sunak is a millionaire, 
he has a genuine class 
interest with the Tories. 

He is as anti-black working 
class as any white person in 
that government. That being 
laid bare is a good thing.

Lots of people involved 
with Black Lives Matter 
have come to understand 
racism in structural 
terms, but also agree 
when they hear a call 
for more black people 
in positions of power. Is 
that a contradiction?
There is no doubt we do 
need more black people 
in positions of power. 

Even in terms of democracy 
alone, there has to be more 
black representation in 
all areas of life. But what 
those people do once they 
are “the representatives” 
is another story. 

As the civil rights leader 
Al Sharpton put it at George 
Floyd’s funeral, “Black 
Faces in High Places” did 
not mean change for a lot 
of black people in the US. 
Darcus always used to say 

to students, some of whom 
were very successful, it’s 
a question of whether you 
become like the institution 
you join or can affect 
change in that institution. 

Of all the lessons you’ve 
learnt in struggle, what 
is the one you most 
hope will carry over to 
the new generation?
The need for collective action. 
No matter what they tell you, 
you cannot do it by yourself.

For me, acting in common 
cause with others is more 
effective, not only for change 
but for yourself too. 

That’s how you stop being 
a victim and actually start 
doing something about it. 

It’s about how you 
change yourself and your 
whole perspective.

Scenes from 
the 1981 Black 
People’s Day of 
Action march 
after the New 
Cross fire

Black Lives 
Matter shows a 
huge change 
has happened 
in my lifetime  

‘‘ 
Leila Hassan

LEILA HASSAN with activists Tony Douglas, Russell Pierre, and Barbara Bees in 1974

BFI AFRICAN ODYSSEYS, CELEBRATE DARCUS HOWE

Featuring: A Date with the Devil—
Darcus Howe’s journey from Black Power 
to Broadcasting, Sat  6 November 

This session will include discussion with 
Leila Hassan, writer Farrukh Dhondy and 
activist Tariq Ali

Tickets on sale now at  
bfi.org.uk/whatson

BFI Southbank, London, 5 November—14 November

Municipal socialism–the 
 Labour left’s recycled solution

After the defeat 
of Corbynism, the 
Labour left are looking 
for a new strategy. 
Nick Clark asks if it 
will work

MUNICIPAL SOCIALISM is 
the fallback of the Labour 
left. If the hope of a left wing 
Corbyn government has gone, 
maybe activists can fight for 
left wing councils instead.

These can make positive 
changes in people’s lives, 
the thinking goes, and 
demonstrate an alternative 
to both Tory rule and Keir 
Starmer’s Labour leadership. 
They could become a new left 
wing stronghold inside Labour.

The main example is 
Preston, where the Labour 
council has what it calls 
a “community wealth 
building” strategy. 

This involves procuring 
services from local businesses 
with conditions such as 
paying a living wage. 

The council also enlists 
“anchor institutions”—
Lancashire County Council, 
Lancashire Police, Preston 
College and the University of 
Central Lancashire—to follow 
its lead. And it wants to set 
up a regional co-op bank 
alongside “community-owned” 
businesses.

Delegates at Labour’s 
conference earlier this year 
voted to support community 
wealth building. A new left 
wing electoral challenge 
to Labour in Liverpool 
also points to Preston as 
an example to follow.

But there are some not 
so proud sides to Preston 
council’s record. It still 
makes cuts—£600,000’s 
worth this year alone.

That’s because the 
municipal socialism of 
today’s Labour left is 
a strategy designed to 
dodge direct confrontation 
with the government or 
state. Instead, it’s about 
trying to use the market 
for the left’s own ends. 

But the priority for 
businesses—even small ones, 
local ones, community-owned 
or cooperative ones—is profit. 

They all must compete 
to survive and make as 
much money, often against 

the multinationals they’re 
supposed to be a break from.

There’s a very recent 
warning from perhaps 
an unlikely source—the 
Tory takeover of Liverpool 
council this year.

Liverpool was run 
by a right wing Labour 
leadership, but it also tried 
to award council contracts 
to locally-based companies. 

Some of this was apparently 
corrupt. But the council also 
had its own company to run 
previously privatised services. 

Competition
The Tories moved in earlier 
this year to take over the 
council, slamming the 
preference for local businesses 
as “at worst, an attempt to 
stifle healthy competition”. 

It recommended that 
all services be opened 
back up to the market.

What could a municipal 
socialist council do if a Tory 
government declared war 
on it? Preston council says 
it works well within legal 
demands for “social value”—a 
law brought in under a Tory 
government that rests on 
privatisation and austerity.

But how far can you get 
working within the law—
especially when it’s wielded 

against you by a Tory 
government as in Liverpool?

The Labour left of the 
1980s also took refuge 
in municipal socialism. 
They had control of many 
more councils than the left 
does now, including the 
Greater London Council.

They also tried a 
strategy of supporting 
“community-owned” 
businesses and co-ops. The 
Greater London Council set up 
an enterprise board—known 
as Gleb—to do just that.

In practice, it created very 
few jobs. As its chair Tony 
Milward wrote, “In most cases 
Gleb’s ‘investment’ offered 
a temporary reprieve before 
commercial pressures took 
their toll and the companies 
were forced into liquidation.

“On a number of occasions 
it found itself supporting 
atrocious employers and 
business people of dubious 
financial integrity.”

Meanwhile in the major 
confrontations with the Tory 
government, the councils 
shied away from a fight.

As the Tories pushed 
austerity, Labour councils 
said they had a policy 
of no cuts, no rent rises, 
and no tax rises. They all 
ended up doing all three.

They put staying in office 
ahead of breaking the law. 
Their strategy—focussed on 
elections, council meetings 
and institutions—had done 
nothing to build up workers.

Today’s Labour left looks to 
the municipal socialism of the 
1980s as an example to follow. 

But if it is time for 
something different, that 
means no repeat of the failed 
strategy of the Labour Party.

PRESTON council is the focus of the Labour left’s strategy

There are less 
proud sides to 
Preston’s 
record

‘‘ 
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SUNAK AND Johnson visited a brewery after the budget, where they couldn’t organise a...

It’s Bollinger for bosses, cuts for workers
by SAM ORD

TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi 
Sunak’s budget and spending 
review last week confirmed 
that the Tories want  working 
class people to pay for the 
 government’s disastrous 
 handling of Covid.

As he loaded on tax 
increases and confirmed cuts, 
Sunak cut alcohol duty on 
champagne.  

Bankers can sip some of 
that as they celebrate Sunak 
confirming a cut in the levy 
on their profits.

B a k e d  i n t o  a l l  h i s 
announcements is the end 
of the triple lock for  pension 
increases, the National 
Insurance rise that hits 
nearly every worker, and the 
brutal removal of the £20 a 
week Universal Credit (UC) 
uplift.

Sunak announced a cut 
to the UC taper rate—the 
amount that claimants lose 
as they earn above a certain 
threshold.

This is presented as a  
£2 billion gift to the poorest 
workers. But it offers noth-
ing to those on UC who are 
not in work—the majority, 

including many disabled 
people. And the withdrawal 
of the UC uplift snatched £6 
billion a year.

There  was  v i r tua l ly 
 nothing on climate change— 
except to make it worse. 

Outrageously, just before 
the Cop26 climate confer-
ence, Sunak announced he 
was lowering the tax duty for 
short distance air passenger 

flights within Britain. Sunak 
insists on boosting air travel 
rather than making transport 
cheaper, greener, accessible 
and reliable.

So as the Tories  present 
themselves as “cl imate 
 leaders” at Cop26 they 
encourage people to fly from, 
say, Manchester or Liverpool 
to London rather than go by 
train or bus. All public sector 

departments are set for a 
funding increase. But due 
to decades of austerity, over 
half will be worse off than in 
2010.

Sunak tried to bask in an 
extra £4.9 billion for schools. 
All that does is take  spending 
back to 2010 levels of  funding 
per pupil.

As Labour MP Richard 
Burgon said, “What that really 

means is that the Tories don’t 
think that it’s worth spending 
a single penny more on our 
children’s education over 15 
years.”

Sunak has also announced 
a small £300 million “start for 
life” fund for families. 

He claims this is because 
“the first 1,001 days of a 
child’s life are the most 
important”. But since 2010 
the Tories closed 1,300 Sure 
Start centres.

There are also long-term 
trends that the budget has 
done nothing to change. 

Wages
Af te r  l ook ing  a t  the 
 background documents to 
Wednesday’s announce-
ments, the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies tweeted “Real wages 
are expected to remain 
 stagnant for 20 years. 

“In 2026, wages are 
 forecast to be £11.70 an hour 
lower than if the pre-2008 
trend in wage growth had 
continued.”

Another hidden-away 
figure showed a £6 billion 
rise in council tax that will 
hit ordinary people.

And the Office for Budget 
Responsibility said that 

its forecasts included the 
 possibility of inflation hitting 
its highest rate for 30 years.

Sunak is gambling that 
economic growth will cover 
his pledges. If it doesn’t 
happen he will come back 
for even more from workers.

The Unite union general 
secretary Sharon Graham said, 
“The chancellor’s  statement 
makes it clear that the 
 government wants  workers 
to pay for the pandemic. 

“Their incomes are under 
attack from tax rises and 
inflation while the super-rich 
will continue to prosper. That 
is not acceptable.”

Sunak’s free market, 
pro-business philosophy was 
summed up on Wednesday 
when he said, “Do we want 
to live in a country where the 
response to every question 
is, ‘What is the government 
going to do about it?’

“Or do we choose to 
 recognise that government 
has l imits,  government 
should have limits?”

And although Labour made 
criticisms of aspects of the 
budget, there was no clear call 
for what should be the obvi-
ous policy—make the rich and 
the corporations pay.
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Repressive laws are used to try to hold back action 
THE STRIKES have 
been likened to a 

general strike, or a rerun 
of the 1940s when more 
than five million workers 
struck after the Second 
World War.

It’s extremely positive 
that struggle and workers’ 
confidence to defy union 
orders is on the rise. 

This is especially 
important following 
the election of Joe 
Biden where much of 
the left was swallowed 
into his “back to 
normal” campaign.

But individual strikes 

this year remain small, 
and the total number 
of workers’ involved 
is still limited.

One of the single 
biggest strikes in 
US history occurred 
in 1959 when over 
500,000 steel workers 
struck for 116 days. 

A series of teacher 
strikes saw more 
than 485,000 workers 
walk out in 2018 and 
425,500 in 2019.

The lack of struggle 
today is partly down 
to repressive American 
labour regulations. 

Some 28 states have 
enacted these ”right‑to‑
work” laws. 

They forbid unions from 
requiring non‑members in 
an unionised workplace 
to pay fees for the 
benefits they gain from 
collective bargaining.

Employers also hold 
anti‑union meetings to 
dissuade workers from 
unionising and can 
permanently replace 
striking workers.

The House of 
Representative passed 
the Protecting the Right 
to Organise Act to undo 

right‑to‑work laws. It 
would make it illegal to 
replace or discriminate 
against workers who 
participate in strikes, 
hire scab labour or 
require workers to attend 
anti‑union meetings.

But its success in the 
Senate may be limited, 
so the Democrats are 
trying to tuck some of its 
provisions into Biden’s 
Build Back Better Act.

Despite the slumps 
in recent years, tens 
of thousands of angry 
workers are again turning 
to strikes to win.

Approval of 
unions goes up 

UNION membership 
in the United States 

has been declining in 
recent decades.

 It fell to under 
11 percent of employed 
US workers in 2020, 
down from 20 percent 
in 1983 and 35 percent 
in 1954.

Even in the late 1960s 
only about a third of all 
US workers were in a 
union. 

The decline is partly 
due to anti-union 
laws and corporate 
crackdowns on 
organising. 

But it’s also a result 
of union leaders 
ramming through 
rotten deals and acting 
as arms of business 
in the workers’ 
movement.

Until recent years 
the number of strike 
days has remained near 
historical lows since 
2002.

Yet 68 percent of 
Americans now approve 
of unions, the highest 
proportion since 1965, 
according to a Gallup 
poll from August. 

That rate of support 
climbs to almost 
78 percent for people 
aged 18 to 29. 

That needs to be 
turned into activity, 
not simply compromise 
bargaining.

Look beyond  
Joe Biden    

FOR many 
workers, relying on 

empty promises from 
politicians isn’t enough 
after the suffering of 
the last 20 months.

President Biden’s 
refusal to openly  
support the strikes 
shows whose side he’s 
really on.

Rather than saying 
he supported the 
strikes, Biden has 
said he supports the 
workers’ right to strike. 

He added he doesn’t 
plan to get involved in 
any of the disputes.

Strikes are adding 
to labour shortages 
and supply chain 
disruptions that are 
causing chaos for 
companies and bosses. 
This is not what Biden 
wants.

But Biden equally 
cannot come out and 
dismiss struggle or 
damage his image as a 
supposedly progressive 
president. 

Is a strike wave beginning 
across the United States?  
Thousands of angry and underpaid workers in the US are striking back. 
Isabel Ringrose asks what is the driving the increased levels of struggle 

 A SURGE in strikes in the 
United States has led to last 

month being called #Striketober. 
At least 185 strikes have taken 
place this year, with around 40 in 
October.

This equates to more than 100,000 
workers striking, threatening or voting 
to strike in October alone.

The rise in action is hugely  welcome, 
and it looks really big in comparison to 
what came before.

It follows a long period of low class 
struggle, that has been punctuated by 
occasional breakthroughs. 

The teachers’ revolt in 2018 was 
one example. The walkouts during the 
early part of the coronavirus pandemic 
were another.

One reason more strikes are 
 happening now is because workers are 
angry that they have been saddled with 
low wages and dreadful conditions 
after risking their lives during Covid.

Shortages
And workers recognise the  importance 
of fighting back during labour 
 shortages, especially as bosses’ profits 
skyrocketed over the last 20 months.

And in some cases workers are also 
rejecting their union leaders’ advice. 

In September, 10,100 workers 
at agricultural machinery company 
John Deere in Iowa, Illinois, Colorado, 
Georgia and Kansas voted 99 percent 
in favour of strikes.

Their union, United Auto Workers, 
met with management to agree a 
 terrible contract that would’ve given 
a raise of just 5 percent, followed by 
3 percent pay rises in 2023 and 2025.

It also put in place a two-tier 
 pensions system meaning newer 
 workers would receive less.

Union leaders said the agreement 

contained “significant economic 
gains.” But workers voted 90 percent 
against it and struck on 14 October.

Over 1,400 Kellogg’s workers are 
out on strike in plants in Michigan, 
Nebraska,  Pennsylvania  and 
Tennessee. Workers had been forced 
to work 30 days in a row in 12 or 
16-hour shifts.

Cuts inflicted will hit healthcare,
pensions and holidays. Workers are 
also fighting against a two-tier system 
introduced in 2015 that has new 
employees earning over £7.25 less 

per hour, with worse healthcare and 
pensions.

Some 2,500 nurses and staff from 
the Communications Workers of 
America are also fighting at three hos-
pitals in Buffalo, New York. Workers 
are suffering from burnout from the 
pandemic yet face shortages, lack of 
support and worsening conditions.

Around 1,100 coal miners in 
Alabama have been on strike since April 
and 2,000 carpenters in Washington 
since the middle of September. And 
700 nurses in Massachusetts, 450 

steelworkers in Huntingdon, West 
Virginia are striking.

Meanwhile 6,500 lectures from the 
University of California, and gradu-
ate workers from Harvard, Colombia 
and Illinois State universities are 
 threatening strikes.

More than 30,000 health workers 
at Kaiser Permanente in California, 
Hawaii and Oregon have also 
 threatened industrial action.

The number of strikes and workers 
involved in action can give confidence 
to others to fight.

JOHN DEERE workers on the picket lines 

Joe Biden and Democrats say
they back trade unions, partly
to contain struggle

Socialist Worker  3 November 2021
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IN BRIEF 

Tug crew won’t be 
made mugs of
CREWING TUGBOAT workers 
at Teesport are being balloted 
for strikes after a pay freeze 
from bosses Svitzer Marine 
Limited.

Teesport in Teesside, 
north east England, is part 
of the Tories’ new freeports 
strategy.

The ballot opened last 
Friday and is set to end on 
Friday of next week. 

The Unite union says a 
strike could significantly 
disrupt Christmas supplies.

HGV pay ballots  
get results on pay
HGV DRIVERS working for 
XPO on the Wavin contract 
in Chippenham, Wiltshire 
have won a 20 percent pay 
increase in a one year deal. 

The 39 Unite union 
members had been battling 
for a pay rise as well as 
improved conditions when 
they’re on the road.

And drivers employed by 
Turners Ltd on The Cargill 
contract in Liverpool won a 
17.5 percent pay deal for the 
year starting April 2021. 

The 24 drivers will also 
receive a 4.55 percent 
increase for paid meal breaks.

There has also been a 
23 percent pay increase 
for drivers employed by 
GXO, formerly XPO Primary 
Logistics at sites across 
Britain.

Around 1,000 HGV drivers 
employed by the Co-op on its 
delivery contract will receive 
a five percent pay increase 
backdated to February. 

They will also get a further 
five percent from the start of 
this month.

HGV drivers say it’s 
time to take a break
HEAVY GOODS vehicle drivers 
called a day of action on 
Monday this week pushing for 
proper pay and conditions. 

Long hours, low pay, loss of 
pensions and terrible working 
conditions have led to 
backlogs, queues for fuel, and 
supermarket shortages.

The Unite union backed 
the grassroots campaign, 
#TruckedOff. Read more at 
bit.ly/HGV011121

Hackney drivers in 
new dispute
DRIVERS WHO transport 
disabled children to school 
in Hackney, east London, 
are balloting for strikes as 
council bosses refuse to 
recognise their work during 
the pandemic.

The 37 Unite union 
members say bosses have 
failed to agree a Covid 
hazard payments and to take 
necessary health and safety 
measures.

The ballot opened on 
Monday and is set to end on 
Tuesday 30 November.

ScotRail result shows 
action could win more
by SAM ORD 

SCOTRAIL WORKERS in the 
RMT and Unite unions have 
won a pay deal ending their 
seven months of weekly strikes.

Workers in both unions 
joined forces to threaten 13 
days of strikes during the 
Cop26 climate conference. 
The strike would have caused 
travel delays and cancellations.

The united workers’ threat 
of action resulted in them 
winning significant gains. 

These included a 2.5 Percent 
pay increase backdated to April 
2021, followed by a 2.2 percent 
increase from April 2022. 

This is still below the rate of 
inflation.

They also won a £300 
payment and a three-hour 
book-on allowance applied to 
each rest day worked.

RMT general secretary Mick 
Lynch said, “Following further 

discussions between RMT 
and ScotRail an agreement 
has been reached and the 
proposals have been accepted 
by the union

“As the disputes are 
resolved strike action has been 
cancelled and RMT members 
have been advised to work 
normally.”

RMT and Unite were right 
to link up the disputes—it 
was key to their success—but 
striking over Cop26 raised the 
possibility of striking to protect 
green jobs and the planet. The 
unions chose to keep their 
outlook narrow.

Sleeper
Workers on the Caledonian 
Sleeper service—members of 
the RMT union—were also 
involved in the campaign. 

But their dispute for pay 
and justice is ongoing, and 
now they are fighting alone.

Lynch said, “We have 

proved that the money is there 
if the will is there and we will 
hear no more excuses from 
Serco now that the benchmark 
has been set on Scotrail.

“The Sleeper is the green 
alternative to the pollution 
of short-haul flights and it 
would be a travesty if the staff 
delivering it were kicked in the 
teeth and shut out in the cold 
during Cop26.

“There can be no climate 
justice without workplace 
justice and we want Serco back 
at the table today with a clear 
instruction from their political 
paymasters to get this last 
remaining Scottish rail dispute 
settled sharpish.”

The possibility of demanding 
investment in green jobs is 
there and should be fought for.

ScotRail workers have 
shown that strikes can win 
results. On a wider scale 
they can be a central part of 
winning climate justice.

RMT UNION members outside the Scottish parliament last week for the launch of a new 
report on A Vision for Scotland’s Railway  Picture: rMt on twitter

Unite promises ‘relentless 
campaign’ in north east
OVER 800 drivers, 
engineers, cleaners, 
supervisors and managers 
employed by Stagecoach 
North East have voted 
overwhelmingly for 12 
strike days over pay.

Workers in the Unite 
union are fighting 
management’s “divide and 
rule” tactics on pay.

Alongside the 92 percent 
vote to strike, workers also 
agreed to refuse overtime.

Strikes were set to 
take place on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday of 

next week. They are then 
scheduled to be followed 
by more strikes on 16 
18, 20, 22, 24, 26 and 30 
November, and on 2 and 4 
December. 

The affected depots 
include Slatyford and 
Walkergate in Newcastle, 
South Shields, Sunderland, 
Stockton and Hartlepool. 

Unite general secretary 
Sharon Graham said, “The 
Stagecoach board should 
understand that Unite 
is ready for a relentless 
campaign.”

TRANSPORT

STAGECOACH

KINCHBUS

Threat of all-out strike 
against ‘derisory’ offer
OVER 50 bus drivers for 
the operating company, 
Kinchbus in Loughborough 
and the East Midlands, are 
set to hold 11 days of strikes 
between 13 November 
and 11 December.

Workers voted by 
88 percent for action 
against the “derisory” pay 
offer from Kinchbus bosses. 

The Unite union says it will 
call an all out strike after 
13 December if it can’t 
get a deal with bosses. 

The drivers are 
amongst the lowest 
paid in Britain. Even if 
they accepted Kinchbus’ 
derisory pay offer, their 
hourly wage would still 
be less than £11 an hour.

RMT CONFERENCE

Union’s workers walk out
THE RMT union’s national 
office closed this week as 
staff walked out on strike 
from the union’s annual 
general meeting (AGM).

RMT employees, who are 
members of the GMB union, 
walked out on Friday, forcing 
the union’s members to 
leave the AGM early.

The walkouts were 
prompted when delegates  
voted to support an appeal 
against the dismissal of a 
temporary member of staff 
employed at the union’s 
London offices. Unofficial 

pickets were held outside 
the union’s offices.

Conference delegates 
voted to support the 
unofficial picket line, 
triggering staff to walk out. 
There is a power struggle 
inside the RMT. 

RMT general secretary, 
Mick Lynch said he was 
working to solve the 
“issues and the situation.”

Bullying and harassment 
must be taken seriously 
but the decision to support 
the staff member must be 
respected.

Oaks Park strikers 
take fight to mayor
NEU UNION members at 
Oaks Park high school in 
east London are set to 
protest at London’s City 
Hall in a fight against 
bullying and victimisation.

They’re fighting 
Labour‑run Redbridge 
council’s support for 
management’s strike 
breaking tactics. Now they 
are calling on London mayor 
Sadiq Khan to intervene.
lJoin the protest, Monday  
15 November, 5.30pm, London 
City Hall, SE1 2AA

SCHOOLS

EDUCATION

Causalised workers at 
RCA defy dirty tactics
WORKERS AT the Royal 
College of Art (RCA) 
began their third week of 
strikes on Monday over 
casualisation and unsafe 
workloads. 

Despite the university 
being considered 
prestigious, over 90 percent 
of staff are employed on 
casual contracts. 

University management 
has engaged in dirty tactics 
to undermine the strike. 

This included emailing 
Labour MP John McDonnell 
to assure him that staff 
had been handed “amazing 
offers” before he was set to 
speak at a strike rally. 

Workers are set to take to 
picket lines once again on 
19 November. 

Strikers have held a series 
of powerful “teach outs”.
lJoin picket lines at RCA 
Kensington, Jay Mews, London, 
SW7 2EU

ROYAL COLLEG OF ART

Push for action after ‘four 
fights’ and pension ballots 
UCU UNION members 
across Britain were in 
the last few days of strike 
ballots this week.

The first is around 
pensions and the second 
is over equal pay, casual 
contracts, workload, and 
a real terms pay rise. 

This second strand 
is  often dubbed the 
“four fights”. The ballots 
are dis‑aggregated, so 
institutions where the result 

meets the thresholds set by 
the Tory anti‑union laws will 
be able to strike lawfully. 

The reality of the low 
wages that a largely 
casualised workforce 
was revealed this week 
when a lecturer and PhD 
student Aimee Le revealed 
she’d live in a tent for two 
years while teaching.

The ballots were set 
to close on Wednesday 
of this week.

UNIVERSITIES
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Workers escalate 
at Serco Sandwell
by JERRY LANGFORD 

REFUSE WORKERS in 
Sandwell  in the West 
Midlands are escalat-
ing their action and plan 
to strike for 12 days in 
November, December and 
January. 

Strikers picketed in huge 
numbers last week, in their 
dispute with outsourcer Serco.

This was their fourth strike 
day in as many weeks.  

Serco  i s  Sandwel l ’ s 
 current provider of the waste 
 disposal and street cleaning 
operation. 

Failure
The strikes are the result of 
the failure by Serco to address 
long-running issues over, 
inadequate PPE,  outdated 
equipment and pay. 

Significantly,  benchmarking 
has shown Serco’s Sandwell 
workers are paid some £6,000 
a year less than workers in 
other areas.

On top of this, workers say 
there is a history at the site 
of management intimidation. 

They add Serco does 
not deal properly with the 
 management culprits, and 
the bullies are still in post. 

A small number of workers 
 represented by Unite and 
Unison have not been bal-
loted to join the strike. 

Strikers called on them to 
respect picket lines. 

The strikers, all GMB union 
members, were supported on 
the picket by union banners 
from Dudley and Walsall. 

The picket was also joined 
by GMB members from 
Brighton bringing solidarity 

from their recent victory and 
echoing the demand for all 
public services to be brought 
back under council control.

A solidarity selfie of the 
picket was sent to fellow 
workers in Glasgow. 

“What’s being perpetrated 
here is nothing less than cor-
porate robbery,” said one 
striker. 

“It’s high time all these 
 services were back under 

council control. We’ve asked 
the council to take action on 
many occasions and it is sad 
that there is no response from 
the Labour-led authority.”

Strikers are clear they will 
continue to escalate action 
until their demands are met. 
lPlanned strike days are 15 
and 16 November 24 and 25 
November, 20, 21, 22 and 23 
December, 4, 5, 6 and 7 January.  

nREFUSE WORKERS 
in the Derbyshire Dales, 
outsourced to Serco, have 
accepted a new offer

The GMB union members 
struck recently. The GMB 
said it was a victory but did 
not give details of the deal. 

nA STRIKE by bin workers 
in Sheffield set for this week 
has been  suspended to 
allow GMB union members 
to vote on a new offer.

The workers are employed by 
outsourcer Veolia. 

The proposed two-year deal 
would see a 3 percent increase 
for year one and a further 
3  percent for year two. 

As the GMB rightly points 
out, for example in the NHS, 
3 percent is below inflation and 
therefore a pay cut. Workers 
should reject the deal.

CLEANERS AND PLAYGROUND WORKERS

Royal Parks workers will 
fight on for a full victory
OUTSOURCED park 
cleaners and playground 
assistants in London 
ended a month-long strike 
last week with a vow to 
keep fighting until all 
their demands are met.

The strikers, who work 
in Royal Parks, including 
Hyde Park and St James’s 
Park in central London, are 
in a battle with their bosses 
at Just Ask Services. They 
want the same conditions 
as those employed directly 
by Royal Parks, as well as 
to stop redundancies.

Their action has already 
forced concessions out 
of bosses—including 
halting redundancies 
and a new offer of up to 
three months’ sick pay.

But Just Ask says the sick 
pay offer doesn’t apply to 
workers originally employed 
on older contracts. One 
striker, Antonietta, told 

Socialist Worker the 
strike had “achieved a 
lot—there’s no one going 
to lose their jobs.” 

But she added the 
strikers won’t settle until 
the sick pay settlement 
applies to all workers. 

“They want a few people 
to keep on working and be 
happy with what they’ve got. 
But it’s not going to happen 
that way. Everyone will come 
out on strike if we need to.”

DETERMINED SANDWELL strikers picketing last week

SWP replies 
to WPUK
THE SOCIALIST Workers 
Party has responded to 
criticism from Woman’s 
Place UK (WPUK) over 
a recent protest.

In a statement the party 
makes clear that it stands 
with the oppressed and 
unequivocally says, “Trans 
women are women,” and, 
“Trans men are men.” 

It adds that the SWP did 
not organise or encourage the 
protest outside the Woman’s 
Place UK meeting in London 
on Wednesday 27 October. 

If goes on to say, “We 
understand that two people 
in a video of the protest are 
SWP members, who took part 
as individuals. One of those 
individuals uses unacceptable 
sexist language and behaviour 
towards a woman involved 
in the WPUK meeting. 

“The party will investigate 
this in accordance with 
our procedures.”
lRead the full statement here 
bit.ly/SWP1021

Support for 
Paul Holmes 
SUPPORTERS OF victimised 
trade unionist Paul Holmes 
were set to rally in his 
defence on the last day of 
his disciplinary hearing 
on Friday of this week.

Paul is a leading left wing 
activist in the Unison union and 
its elected president.

Paul’s bosses at Kirklees 
council suspended him in 
November 2019. As branch 
secretary of Kirklees Unison, 
Paul has led strikes and 
campaigns against council cuts. 
There were four ballots among 
Kirklees workers at the time that 
Paul was suspended.

Now—after a 15 month 
investigation—his disciplinary 
hearing is set to end. Paul’s 
supporters are calling on trade 
unionists to join a support rally.
lLobby the hearing, 9-10am, 
Fri 5 Nov, John Smith Stadium, 
Stadium Way, Huddersfield, HD1 
6PG. Or join online Zoom rally at 
the same time, using the Zoom 
ID 865 0074 6660 and passcode 
withPaul

Build a big NHS pay strike 
vote in Unison union ballot
THE GIANT Unison union is 
balloting its members in the 
health service in England on 
whether they are prepared 
to take industrial action 
against the government’s 
pitiful 3 percent pay rise.

The pay rise has 
already been rejected by 
more than 80 percent 
of Unison members that 
voted in a recent poll.

Not only is 3 percent 
below the current rate of 
inflation, it falls well short 
of the union’s demand for a 
£2,000 across the board rise.

The new vote is an 
indicative ballot rather 
than a formal industrial 
action, meaning there 
would have to be a further 
ballot before lawful 
strikes could take place.

Ballot papers will be 
sent by email this week 
and voting will be open 
until 5 December.

Leading union activist 
and nurse Karen Reissmann 
told Socialist Worker 
that the ballot is vital 
for everyone who wants 
a future for the NHS.

“The health service is 
in a terrible state—and 
everyone that works in it is 
at the end of their tether. 
We have to say, ‘enough 

is enough’,” she said.
“As a union we have to 

say this fight over pay is a 
chance to turn the tide. 

“If we can beat the 
government over pay, 
we can win over staffing 
levels and much else.”

Karen says all union 
activists need to throw 
themselves into the 
fight to win a huge 
yes vote for action.

“We need to be in 
every office and on 
every ward getting the 
vote out,” she said. 

“There needs to be union 
posters everywhere, showing 
that the union is everywhere.

“But the national 
union needs to go up a 
gear too. There need to 
be big motivating events 
to get things going.

“There should be a 
national rally, open to 
all union reps, to give 
everyone their say.”

The Unison website 
has posters and leaflets 
available to download now.
nTHE GMB union is to ballot 
tens of thousands of NHS 
workers for strikes action 
over the NHS pay issue.

The formal postal ballot 
opens on 10 November 
and closes 15 December.

A NEW ballot for strikes 
by workers at a major 
government office in 
Swansea was set to end on 
Wednesday of next week.

Workers at the Driver 
and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA) are in a 
long running battle over 
coronavirus safety.

Bosses want to force 
workers back into the office, 
despite many workers 
saying it is unsafe.

One PCS union member, 
Daniel, said, “I am voting yes 
after pinging twice for Covid 
in as many weeks. I was only 
in for one and a half days on 
each week.” Sarah said the 

DVLA “should not be allowed 
to gamble with our safety.

“I also vote yes to show a 
stand of unity going forward 
to help get better pay, better 
working conditions and 
better treatment overall.”

nSOME 3,500 Tesco 
lorry driver and 
warehouse workers are 
balloting for strikes. 

Workers at the Belfast, 
Didcot, Doncaster and 
Thurrock regional 
distribution centres 
have rightly rejected a 
4 percent pay offer. 

The ballot closes 
on 23 November.

TRANS RIGHTSVICTIMISATION

ROUND-UP

MANCHESTER AND BERKSHIRE NHS TRUSTS

HEALTH WORKERS

Back strike over workload
A TEAM of emergency 
mental health workers in 
Manchester have voted for 
strikes against overworking.

Some 95 percent of the 
Unison union members in 
the city’s Early Intervention 
Services backed action 
after bosses decided to 
stretch their working 
from a five-day service to 
one that runs all week.

Staff already have 
caseloads well above the 
recommended maximum 
of 15. They often work 
late to try and deliver 
their service, but are now 
completely exhausted.

In the last two years the 

number of new episodes 
of psychosis have risen by 
75 percent. Yet there has 
been no increase in the 
size of the workers’ team.
lMessages of support to ben.
jackson@gmmh.nhs.uk

nCLEANERS, PORTERS and 
caterers are set to strike at 
four Berkshire hospitals.

The GMB union members 
at the King Edward VII, 
Wokingham, Upton and 
St Marks hospital sites are 
angry at forced changes to 
their employment contracts.

Workers voted 100 percent 
for strikes. Strike dates have 
not yet been announced.

Strikes were solid
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Sudan democracy protesters in Britain chant, ‘Revolution until victory’  
OVER 300 people 
demonstrated in Glasgow 
last week against the coup. 
There were around 200 
in Leeds, with speakers 
from the Unite union, 
the Socialist Workers 
Party and others.

Around 150 protested 
in Birmingham.

Over 100 people 
marched in Sheffield 
chanting, “Hey, ho! Burhan 
has got to go,” “Revolution 
until victory,” and, “Down 
with military rule.”

Protest organiser, 
Samah, called for justice 

for Sudan and told the 
story of Osman Ahmed, 
a teenage Sheffield 
resident murdered by 
the Sudanese military.

A protest also took 
place in Wigan on Friday, 
organised by a group of 
Sudanese women. It was 
supported by Palestinian, 
Yemeni and Syrian women.

It called for an end 
to the coup, the freeing 
of the prime minister, 
an end to the killing of 
protesters, and support 
for the revolution.

Around 50 people 

joined a march and 
rally in Lancaster where 
speakers included the 
local trades council.

About 30 people, 
including many children, 
gathered on the steps 
of Norwich city hall 
chanting, “Peace and 
justice in Sudan, down, 
down with al-Burhan”.

Amal, who has only 
recently moved to Norfolk, 
said, “The protest is 
the least we can do to 
show solidarity with 
the protesters in Sudan 
who are demanding a 

peaceful transition to 
civilian-led government.

“We came a long way 
to overthrow al-Bashir 
but now we are back 
on the streets.”

Amal added that 
protesters wanted 
the release of civilian 
leaders and activists 
and a government “with 
no further involvement 
from the military”.

 HUGE PROTESTS RAGE AT 
 ARMY RULERS IN SUDAN 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

OVER A million people 
protested in Sudan last 
Saturday in defiant oppo-
sition to a military coup.

It was a huge show of the 
potential to hurl back the 
generals’ attempt to crush 
democracy.

Protesters in Khartoum 
chanted, “No, no to mili-
tary rule,” and, “We are free 
revolutionaries and we will 
continue the road.”

The biggest protests were 
in the twin cities of Khartoum 
and Omdurman. But there 
were also major marches in 
Port Sudan, Nyala, El-Obeid, 
Atbara and Kosti calling for 
a restoration of civilian rule.

The military and police 
arrested activists, blocked 
roads and bridges and threw 
up barbed wire barriers to 
limit the marches. But the 
 protests went on. So the police 
turned to deadlier methods.

Killed
Security forces killed at least 
three protesters and wounded 
hundreds more. The police 
and army have killed at least 
12 people since the coup on 
25 October.

But on Sunday most of the 
main roads in Khartoum’s 
neighbourhoods were still 
barricaded and protesters 
had rushed to rebuild the 
 barricades that were removed 
by the military forces.

Supporters held solidarity 
protests on Saturday in many 
countries across the world.

Around 1,000 people 
 gathered outside Downing 
Street in London.

Munirah, who had come 
to the protest from Watford, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
military must stop trampling 
on democracy.

The Sudanese people have 

suffered so much and for 
many years.

“It’s time to see  democracy. 
The martyrs gave their blood 
for a better society, and we 
cannot allow them to be 

betrayed.” She added that 
coup leader Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan should be jailed for 
his crimes against the people 
and his murder of protesters 
in 2019 and in Darfur.

Women were prominent in 
the chanting and leading the 
slogans—just as they often 
are in Sudan.

Hala, whose family lives 
in Omdurman, told Socialist 
Worker, “Women led the rev-
olution in 2019 and women 
are back on the streets now.

“We will not surrender our 
rights that we have won in 
the last three years.”

Military
Most of the people on the 
protest agreed that the mili-
tary must not be allowed any 
place in whatever govern-
ment emerges after the coup. 
“We want civilian rule,” was 
a common view.

There was more debate 
about what civilian rule 
should look like. Some people 
wanted to continue with the 
present cabinet purged of its 
military representatives.

Others wanted to go fur-
ther. Mohamed said, “The 
neighbourhood resistance 
committees and the  workers 
are the people who have 
made this revolution, they and 
defended it this week. They 
should decide who rules.”

The future for Sudan 
hangs in the balance. 

The scale of Saturday’s 
marches shows the force that 
can be mobilised to win. This 
is not a time for compromise 
but a deepening of the strikes 
and protests.
For a video from the protest in 
London go to bit.ly/SudanLondon

PROTESTERS MARCH against the military on 60th Street in Sudan’s capital, Khartoum, last week

Protesters in London in solidarity with Sudan Picture: Guy Smallman
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