WHY COP26 FAILED
lHow bosses and politicians gave coal and other
fossil fuels a free pass l How final declaration will
overheat the planet >>Pages 4&5

SUDAN MILITARY
LASHES OUT AT
MILLIONSPROTESTERS
UNDER ATTACK FROM
>>Page
20 10&11
THE RIGHT
>>PAGES
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CLIMATE CHANGElNHS IN CRISlS
lCORRUPTIONlCOVID FAILURES

DON’T LET
THEM OFF
THE HOOK
WHAT A terrible record the Tories are
defending.
They’re utterly corrupt, failing on Covid-19,
ramping up racism, ruling over falling living
standards and helping to sentence the Earth—
and everyone on it—to extinction.
And millions of people have seen through Boris
Johnson’s facade of being on the side of “ordinary
people”.

It’s no time to be obsessed with the
opinion polls. Still less to think that
the Tories’ woes justify Keir Starmer’s
Labour Party leadership.
Now is the moment to step up the
fightback on every front to drive out
Johnson and his co-conspirators.

>>Fight on all fronts Page 5

REFUGEES

Poland-Belarus—
an example of
borders that kill
A BATTLE is being waged
between a European Union
(EU) increasingly hostile to
refugees, and the dictatorial
regime in Belarus and
its Russian backers.
EU guards are using
violence to stop refugees
entering. It’s just one example
of how governments use
borders to divide—and kill.

>>Pages 10&11
NHS

Midwives vow
to fight against
underfunding
MIDWIVES, BIRTH workers,
parents and children are set
to protest across Britain this
Sunday at the shocking state
of NHS maternity services.
Protest organiser Becky
Talbot told Socialist Worker,
“There simply aren’t enough
midwives to keep women
safe. The government has not
funded midwifery properly.”

>>Page 3
US

Trial of far right
Rittenhouse
shows up state
A TRIAL in the United States
was set to decide this week
whether far right gunmen
can shoot down protesters.
In several incidents, the
judge has shown bias towards
the killer, Kyle Rittenhouse,
who murdered Black Lives
Matter protesters last year.

>>Page 8
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘Part of the reason
that we encourage
a laddish culture is
that ultimately our
soldiers have to go
close and personal
with the enemy’

General Sir Nick Carter,
outgoing chief of the defence
staff, responding to allegations
of bullying, harassment and
sexual assault within the armed
forces

‘It’s good that it’s
not all just about
politics, that they
have real world
experience’
Health Minister Sajid Javid
defends MPs’ second jobs.
The fact that in 12 months
as a backbencher he made
£350,000 as a consultant to
bankers Morgan Stanley is a
coincidence

‘At the point when
you claimed it
was incorrect,
you were in talks
to take a job
yourself’
Journalist asks Keir Starmer if
he is a hypocrite.

‘No, I wasn’t.
There was debate,
but nothing came
of it’
Starmer explains that debating
taking a job is not talking
about it

TROUBLEMAKER

A killer soldier is rendered a
hero by the establishment
THE BRITISH army turned
out in force for the funeral
of one of its killers last
week.
Retired soldier Dennis
Hutchings, died last month
of Covid-19 during his trial
for the attempted murder of
John Pat Cunningham and
attempting to cause him grievous bodily harm with intent.
Hutchings shot John Pat
in the back as he ran from an
army patrol in a field along
the Armagh-Tyrone border
in 1974.
Hutchings was buried
last week with full military
trappings, in his home town
of Plymouth.
Speaking at his funeral,
former defence minister
Johnny Mercer MP called
Hutchings “a good man”
and “the best example of the
British non-commissioned

A relative holds a photo of John Pat Cunningham

officer”. Members of the Life
Guards Regiment 
c arried
Hutchings’ coffin into the
church. It was draped in a
Union Flag, floral tributes and
a military hat.
Hundreds of current and
former soldiers and other
mourners were accompanied
by dozens of motorbikes from

Rolling Thunder UK. Rolling
Thunder UK says it is “A group
of HM Forces Veterans and
civilian supporters.
“We are all angered and
appalled by the vexatious
prosecution of our veterans
who were tasked to Operation
Banner (British Armed Forces’
operation in Northern Ireland

l

THE DEPARTMENT of Health and Social
Care, Matt Hancock’s former fiefdom,
has declined freedom of information
requests for correspondence between him
and his current partner Gina Coladangelo.
It says it has found 2,349 potentially
relevant documents but it would take too
long to look at them.
When Hancock gets his rumoured
£100,000 to write a book on how he
saved us from Covid perhaps he could
remember what was in the emails .

Get in
touch with
Socialist
Worker

What was in

You paid for this

shareholders more than
£44 billion in dividends.
Chancellor George
Osborne effectively scrapped
a petroleum revenue tax of
35 percent in 2016. And oil
giants can claim billions of
pounds in taxpayer handouts
for decommissioning rigs.
We will foot a bill of
more than £18 billion for
the decommissioning of the
oil and gas infrastructure.

@

TORY RULE is good for some,
including the disease scurvy.
Cases of malnutrition have almost
doubled since 2010. In the 2010-11
financial year, 4,657 people were
treated in hospital for the
condition.
By 2020-21, this had risen to
10,109. Statistics compiled by
the NHS also show that cases
of the Victorian disease scurvy,
have doubled.

l

Planet killing fuel
companies pay no tax
SHELL AND BP have not
paid any corporation tax on
oil and gas production in the
North Sea for the last three
years, company filings reveal.
Between them, the oil
giants together produce more
than 1.7 billion tonnes of
greenhouse gases a year.
They also benefit from
billions of pounds of tax
breaks. Shell and BP
paid no corporation tax
or production levies on
North Sea oil operations
between 2018 and 2020.
They claimed
tax relief of nearly
£400 million, according
to annual “payments to
governments” reports.
Over the same
three‑year period, they paid

from 1969 to 2007). These
prosecutions are being driven
by Irish Republicans,” it said.
The Ministry of Defence,
exceptionally, authorised
military pallbearers despite
Hutchings dying not in battle
but of natural causes, h
 alf
way through a trial where he
faced serious charges.
John Pat’s family has
already endured untrue
claims that their relative had
a connection to the IRA.
They also had to tolerate
campaigners for Hutchings
telling them they should not
have allowed John Pat “out
on the streets”.
In asking for a new inquest,
which led to a trial, the family
were also accused of “cruelly persecuting” Hutchings,
who was feted by Unionist
politicians during his trial in
Belfast.
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socialistworker.co.uk
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
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New British contracts
for Israeli arms dealer
ISRAEL’S largest arms
corporation, Elbit Systems,
which is complicit in
attacks on Palestinians,
was awarded two British
ministry of defence two
contracts last week.
One, worth up to
£58 million is to supply
the army a training
programme called
the Interim Combined
Arms Virtual Simulation
(Deployable).
According to the
Defence Contracts
Online announcement,
the programme will be
used “to provide teams
and junior commanders
with a simple, effective
computer-based training
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environment that
enables them to carry
out tactics, techniques,
and procedures.”
The second is a 13-year
contract alongside the
firms Babcock and
QinetiQ to deliver “cutting
edge electronic warfare
systems” to the navy.
Britain’s military
already uses Elbit
Systems having employed
its Watchkeeper drones
for the invasions of
Afghanistan and
Iraq, as well as for
repressing migrants in
the English Channel.
These drones are also
under consideration for
domestic policing usage.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

MoD settles
Iraq cases
THE MINISTRY of Defence
has quietly settled 417 Iraq
compensation claims.
It has paid out several
million pounds to resolve
accusations that British
troops subjected Iraqis
to cruel and inhumane
treatment, arbitrary
detention or assault.
This follows high court
rulings that concluded
there were breaches of
the Geneva conventions
and the Human Rights
Act during the military
operation that followed
the invasion in 2003.
Martyn Day, a senior
partner with Leigh Day, the
solicitors that brought the
action, said, “While we’ve
had politicians like David
Cameron and Theresa
May criticising us for
supposedly ambulance
chasing, the MoD has been
quietly settling claims.
“The settlements
here cover a mix of
cases, instances of false
imprisonment, assault,”
the lawyer added.
Many of the details of the
cases remain confidential,
although one involved the
death of a 13 year old
boy.
The financial settlements
were based on four test
cases concluded in the
high court in 2017.
The four were awarded a
total of £84,000 based on
three separate incidents.

Substandard
submarines
THE US Navy has sacked
three top crew members
aboard a nuclear submarine
that crashed into an
underwater mountain.
Commander Cameron
Aljilani and two others
were removed after an
investigation into the
incident in the South China
Sea.
This is an area where the
US and its allies are seeking
to push out China.
The USS Connecticut
struck the “seamount” last
month, forcing the vessel
to come to the surface for
a week and sail to the US
territory of Guam.
Navy officials say the
crew members “could have
prevented” the collision.
For weeks the crash was
covered up by the military
and hardly mentioned by
the media. They might have
asked why the submarine
was there.
The Connecticut is one
of three seawolf class
submarines, which are
assumed to be on spying
missions.
But they can be equipped
with nuclear warheads.
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Midwives vow to fight back
against NHS underfunding
by YURI PRASAD

M I DW I V ES, B I RT H wo r ke rs,
parents and children are set
to protest across Britain this
Sunday at the shocking state of
NHS maternity services.
Campaigners say the service is so
stretched that maternity care has
become dangerous and is putting
people at risk.
The Royal College of Midwives
says some 67 percent of their members are unhappy with the safety and
quality of the care they are able to
deliver.
The unions report the health
service is short of at least 3,500
midwives, and that the situation is
getting worse.
Becky Talbot works as a community doula—someone who helps
women during pregnancy—in
Cambridgeshire.
She told Socialist Worker that she
helped initiate the wave of protests
with a single Facebook post written
just four weeks ago.
In the post she said that the government wasn’t listening to midwives
and families, and that there should
be protests and vigils everywhere.
The March With Midwives page
now has 19,000 supporters and has
inspired protests in 62 towns and
cities this weekend.
“There simply aren’t enough
midwives to keep women safe,” she
said. “As a result we’ve had women
giving birth in toilets and corridors—
and we’ve had a birth on a motorway
hard shoulder recently.
“It’s become a dangerous and
uncaring service, and that’s not
the fault of the midwives. It’s the
g overnment that has not funded
midwifery properly.
“We are in a situation where for
every 30 new midwives that are
trained, 29 are leaving.”
Becky says that her local Rosie
Hospital is often so overwhelmed

MIDWIVES STRIKE for pay in London, 2014

that it has to close its doors to pregnant women and send them to other
units further away.
“Midwives just don’t have the time
to provide the level of care that they
want to,” she said. “Too often they
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are running from room to room,
putting out fires. It can’t go on like
this.”
A large group of midwives in
Lincolnshire have answered Becky’s
call. More than 43 staff from the
maternity department at the county
hospital are set to join a vigil at
Lincoln cathedral on Sunday.
Midwife Laura Morley told The
Lincolnite newspaper that in her
hospital “every single shift is short
staffed”.
“We pull together, skip meals,
leave work late, and cover extra
shifts because we want to give the
very best care to women using our
services but we are at breaking
point,” she said.
“Ultimately, we shouldn’t have
to. We shouldn’t be in a position
where maternity services are so
grossly underfunded that we have to
make those sacrifices to deliver the
care women deserve.” Anger over

Picture: Chris Marchant on Flickr

maternity care comes as the wider
NHS crisis grows.
A report by ambulance service
bosses in England this week said up
to 160,000 people year come to harm
because they are stuck in ambulances
queuing outside hospitals.
Some 12,000 people are s uffering
“severe harm” as a result.
These include people with life
threatening emergencies.
Years of cuts to services, including
mental health and social care, are
now having a knock on effect.
One London ambulance worker
said, “We’ve definitely seen the
change—not just over the course of
the pandemic but over the last few
years.”
This Sunday’s protests, all set for
2pm, are a chance to bring together
everyone angry at the running down
of the NHS.
For details of a march in your area go to
bit.ly/MarchWithMidwives

Scottish appetite for strikes
NURSES IN the RCN union in
Scotland have voted in favour of
strikes and industrial action over pay.
In an indicative ballot 58.2 percent
of those who voted said they’d be
willing to strike.
Some 89.5 percent said they were
prepared to take action short of a
strike, such as not booking on for any
overtime work. The turnout in the
ballot was 29.3 percent.
The indicative ballot follows
the below inflation, four percent
NHS pay offer implemented by the
Scottish Government earlier this
year.
RCN Scotland previously rightly
rejected the poor offer, while most
other unions including Unison and
Unite voted to accept it. The RCN is

now considering its next steps, which
could include a formal industrial
action ballot.
The news came as nursing
shortages were revealed to be
allowing “profiteering” staffing
agencies to shamelessly triple their
rates.
NHS trusts and care home bosses
are increasingly competing for staff.
While nurses’ pay remains low, some
agencies are now charging employers
£55 an hour.
The only way to attract
more people into nursing is to
substantially raise pay and make
working conditions better.
That’s why the ongoing ballots in
the RCN in England and the GMB
and Unison unions are so important.
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Compulsory
vaccines
threaten NHS
THE TORIES have decreed
that NHS workers will have
to be fully vaccinated by
next April or risk being
sacked.
The move threatens
a further staffing crisis
similar to the one that
is unfolding in social
care where compulsory
vaccination became
mandatory on Thursday
this week.
Around 32,000 care
home staff have not been

Persuade people to have jabs

fully vaccinated in England
according to health
secretary Sajid Javid.
They are now set to be
sacked.
Socialist Worker supports
Covid-19 vaccination. We
urge everyone to be jabbed
as soon as possible.
But forcing people
to be vaccinated is
wrong. It has to be done
through persuasion, not
punishment.
Nobody should feel they
have to be vaccinated or
they will lose their job—and
the pay that goes with it.
Trade unions oppose
compulsion. Christina
McAnea, general secretary
of the Unison union,
said there would be
“dire consequences” for
care homes from Javid’s
“draconian approach”.
“The staffing crisis will
become a catastrophe for a
sector already on its knees,”
she said. “Some homes may
have to close if care staff
are barred from their jobs.
Forcing the vaccine on
care staff is an own goal by
the government.”
The latest published data
shows that over 103,000
NHS trust workers are not
double jabbed.
Some of these may be
medically exempt. Some
may now be jabbed because
of Javid’s threats.
But it’s equally possible
that tens of thousands
might be sacked.
There are 90,000
vacancies in the NHS in
England. We cannot allow
that to increase.
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Cop26 ends
in failure as
rulers chose
fossil fuels

Protesters
take on the
City bankers

The disastrous end to talks reflects
the needs of a system that will take us
over a cliff edge, says Sophie Squire
THE COP26 climate conference
in Glasgow ended on Saturday
of last week having decided to
keep the present toxic system in
place rather than charting solutions to save human existence.
As climate activist Greta
Thunberg said, “Beware of a tsu‑
nami of g
 reenwashing and media
spin to somehow frame the outcome
as “good”, “progress”, “hopeful” or ‘a
step in the right direction’.
“Here’s a brief summary—blah,
blah, blah.
“But the real work continues
o utside these halls. And we will
never give up, ever.”

Grovelling

The mainstream media reported
that Cop26 president Alok Sharma
shed tears while he made a
grovelling speech apologising for a
weakened overall agreement.
He told the conference, “I
apologise for the way this process
has unfolded.
I also understand the deep
disappointment but I think, as you
have noted, it’s also vital that we
protect this package.”
Sharma’s real anxiety was that
it was a moment when the inac‑
tion baked into Cop26 became too
apparent.
The specific was that under

BACK STORY

Cop25 was full of bad deals
and agreements
lMedia cheerleaders trumpeted
a deal between China and the
US—the world’s two largest
producers of carbon emissions.
lBut even those celebrating the
deal admitted it promised only
further talks
lOnly 24 countries signed up to
a supposedly ground breaking
pledge to end the sale of new
cars and vans that run on petrol
and diesel by 2040

pressure from the Chinese and
Indian governments, the final dec‑
laration had changed from “phase
out” the “unabated use of coal” to
“phase down”.
That is appalling. But worse was
giving no mention of the need to
phase down, let alone phase out,
the use of oil and gas.
Such a statement would have
offended the US, Britain, Saudi
Arabia and many others—including
the giant oil multinationals.
Instead, there was only a call for
action against “inefficient fossil fuel
subsidies”.
Who will decide which ones are

EXTINCTION REBELLION disrupted the Lord Mayor’s parade in the City of London		

inefficient? It will be the capital‑
ist politicians who are bribed and
pressured by the suited figures in
the boardrooms.
And in any case, the shift in
language about coal was cobbled
together by representatives from
the US, the European Union, China
and India.
Governments representing
billions of other people were not
even consulted.
And the phrasing was backed up
by US climate envoy John Kerry
who said, “You have to phase down
coal before you can end coal.”
The conference was supposed

FIGURE IT OUT

1.5

	
degrees—the
maximum increase
in temperature since
pre-industrial levels
needed to avoid
climate catastrophe

2.4

	degrees—the
expected increase
even if all
governments meet
their 2030 targets

2.7

	degrees—the
expected increase
with current policies

Tory minister Alok Sharma accepts plaudits at the close of Cop26

to “keep 1.5 percent alive”—the
need to keep temperature rises
at or below 1.5 degrees above
pre‑industrial levels.
But the rise will be 2.4 degrees
if all governments meet the 2030
t argets, and 2.7 degrees with

current policies.

Dead

“If the objective at Cop26 was to
keep 1.5 degrees alive, it’s dead,”
said Dieter Helm, professor of
energy policy at Oxford University.
Cop26 heard pledges to double
the money that rich countries
give poorer countries for climate

adaptation. But activists from the
Global South, who come from
areas that are already suffering
from catastrophic climate change,
say the money is a tiny fraction of
what is needed.
And they are right not to trust
that rich countries will deliver on
their promises.
Rich countries did not meet their
targets of cash to poorer countries
for climate adaptation in 2020.



On other pages...
Hydrogen power is not a green
alternative >>Page 16

Now we need more struggle
THE BRITISH Tory
politicians tasked with
guiding Cop26 are the
same ones building
new roads, backing
oil and gas producers
and encouraging
short‑haul aviation.
They are enemies of
working class people
in every area.
Winning real
climate action
requires a relentless
confrontation with
the present capitalist

system, not working
in alleged partnership
with its defenders.
Left to themselves
the stewards
of capitalist
accumulation will not
carry through even the
most basic measures
we need.
The real
achievement of the
days in Glasgow
was the rebirth of
the movement on
the streets, locally

and globally. The
Extinction Rebellion
disruption in London
on Saturday (see
right) was an
appropriate response
to the politicians’
insult to the vast
majority of the world’s
peoples. But we need
much more.
Now we require
a mass, militant,
revolutionary force,
based on the power of
the working class.

Picture: Extinction Rebellion

EXTINCTION Rebellion (XR)
disrupted the Lord Mayor’s show in
the City of London on Saturday.
Up to 1,000 people targeted
the annual spectacle that sees the
police and the armed forces parade
in their best imperial splendour.
XR activists demanded the City
of London takes responsibility for
its part in the climate and nature
emergency by ending all fossil fuel
investments immediately.
They entered a float into the
show under the company name of
the London Physical Society.
The float revealed itself at
Bank Junction. It displayed a
giant drowning head and two
outstretched arms reaching
towards a large globe.
Activists locked themselves
together to block the road in front of
the Lord Mayor’s stands. They were
able to block the road and delay the
parade.
Protester Arbutus said she
attended the demonstration
because she was angry about the
inaction of world leaders at Cop26.
“I think it would easy to lose
hope after seeing that world
leaders can’t come up with
solutions to the crisis.
“But going on marches and
protests show me that change will
come from the streets, not from
conferences.”
Charlie, who also attended the
march, agreed.
“It will be a challenge to change
the system,” Charlie said.
“But we can’t give up.”

Activists from Global
South slam greenwashing
EVEN DELEGATES who got
a seat at the table at Cop26
showed that they were tired of
greenwashing.
Hundreds of representatives
from climate NGOs and
indigenous groups walked out
of the conference on Friday
carrying red ribbons.
Indigenous activist Ta’Kaiya
Blaney was one of those who
walked out. She said, “Cop26 is
a performance. It is an illusion
constructed to save the capitalist
economy rooted in resource
extraction and colonialism.
“I didn’t come here to fix the
agenda—I came here to disrupt
it.”
XR also held a funeral
procession for Cop26 in Glasgow
on Saturday.
Rebel Karen said, “We are here
grieving for a planet that has
been sacrificed by the failure of
Cop26.”
XR said, “The summit failed
to deliver the necessary action
to keep temperatures below
1.5 degrees, with pledges from
nations still taking the world to

WHAT
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THE RIGHT HOPES TERROR
ATTACK WILL DIVIDE US

T

HE BOMBING of a
Liverpool hospital will
be used by the right to
deflect the blame for
the problems in British

society.
Instead of the Tories, the right
targets Muslims and refugees.
Lots of fear and not a lot of
facts have been pumped out
after the attack on remembrance
Sunday at Liverpool Women’s
hospital.
It’s known that Enzo Almeni—
born Emad Jamil Al-Swealmeen—
was from the Middle East with
Syrian and Iraqi heritage, and
moved to Britain to claim asylum.
After a rejected asylum
application in 2014, Almeni
changed his name in the hopes
of seeming more Western,
and completed conversion to
Christianity in 2017.
Much is being made of Almeni’s
birth name, Middle Eastern and
migrant background and what
some bigots say is his bogus
conversion from Islam to make
him sound more threatening.
Boris Johnson used the
opportunity to push nationalism
and British values. He said, “British
people will never be cowed by
terrorism”.

Some are attempting to claim
that Almeni wanted to blow
up the cathedral in Liverpool
where he converted, and where
a Remembrance Day parade was
being held.
Yet at the same time links are
being drawn to the bombing and
calls from Islamic State months
ago for attacks on NHS trusts
during the pandemic.
Seizing on Almeni as a
dangerous Muslim supports top
down Islamophobia that was
heightened and pushed out to
justify the West’s meddling in the
Middle East during the “war on
terror”.
It has led to attacks against
Muslims and systematic
demonisation of anything
connected to Islam.

‘‘

The Tories
won’t miss a
chance to ramp
up their hatred

The Home Office has also
jumped on the bombing in an
attempt to justify its crackdown
on migrants trying to enter Britain.
Already home secretary Priti
Patel uses myths of migrants being
hardened criminals to block the
borders and deport people who
have lived here for years.
Now, following talks with the
French interior minister hours
after the attack, Patel concluded
that “100 percent” of migrant
crossings will be prevented.
That’s an absurdity, short of
mass killings.
But it is designed to whip up
the vision of embattled Britain
under siege from a tidal wave of
potential terrorists.
There will be no analysis of the
bombings, murder and torture by
the West in countries such as Iraq
and Syria.
The Tories won’t miss a chance
to ramp up their venomous hatred
towards refugees and migrants and
use the attack to cover their own
corruption and scandals.
Anti-racists have to fight back
against Islamophobia that seeks to
portray anyone with links to Islam
as a threat. And every lie from the
right to demonise and scapegoat
refugees must be smashed.

UNITE FIGHTS TO BEAT TORIES

T

HE TORIES are in a deep
political crisis. Even Boris
Johnson’s own backbenchers
are worried he might lose them
the next election.
People are rightly angry at the
underfunding of the NHS, high
levels of Covid-19 infections and
the exposure of Tory corruption.
Labour has even overtaken the
Tories in the polls for the first
time since January—the height of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
But nobody should pretend
this has anything to do with Keir

Starmer’s leadership.
Just 26 percent of people
believe Boris Johnson would make
the best prime minister—but with
Starmer trailing on 25 percent.
And 34 percent of voters
believe neither of these would be
a good fit. The point now is to use
the Tories’ present weakness and
force them out.
Many activists will have felt
angry after the appalling outcome
of the Cop26 conference.
We need to maintain and
massively build a militant

movement against climate change.
But that fight will be strengthened
if there is also a struggle over all
the other issues that face working
class people.
It’s good to fight over the NHS,
fire and rehire, anti-racism and
climate change.
It’s better if we battle on all
those issues—and unite them
behind a socialist politics that
offers an alternative to the rotten
system we live under.
The Tories have to go, and we
can’t wait for Labour.

Indigenous activists joined the protest

2.4 degrees of warming. These
pledges involve technological
fixes that have not yet been
invented.
“World leaders are making an
active choice to take us over the
cliff edge.”
It’s right to be angry at Cop’s
failure. Every activist has to
discuss how to build the power
to break the system of capitalism
that offers only destruction.
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Rebuff claim that de
Klerk ended apartheid
COINCIDENTALLY, THE day F W de Klerk—the last
white president of South Africa—died, I was rereading a
book by the great South African Marxist Harold Wolpe.
Wolpe, who died in 1996, would have laughed at the
Telegraph obituary’s claim that de Klerk “brought an end to
apartheid”—the system of racial domination in South Africa.
Wolpe was a member of the South African Communist Party
(SACP) and supporter of the African National Congress (ANC).
In 1963 he was among the ANC military command headed
by Nelson Mandela who were captured by the Security Police
at a farm in Rivonia, near Johannesburg.
Wolpe escaped from prison and fled into exile in Britain.
He then became the leading figure in the group of South
African Marxists who revolutionised our understanding of
apartheid.
Previously liberals argued that the exclusion of the black
majority from citizenship and a system of controls over their
movement and access to land and work were economically
irrational. Wolpe and the other so-called “revisionists”
exploded this myth. They showed apartheid had its roots in
the system of segregation developed under British colonial
rule. Racial domination served the interests of the white
capitalist mine owners and farmers by supplying them with
cheap black labour.
In Race, Class, and the Apartheid State (1988), Wolpe
returned to this subject against the background of what had
become the crisis of the apartheid system.
The crushing of black resistance in the early 1960s had
unleashed an economic boom fuelled by foreign direct
investment in South Africa. This involved the rapid expansion
of the manufacturing industry.
But the white minority couldn’t provide the workers needed
to fuel this growth. By the 1970s, the South African economy
was dependent on an increasingly educated and skilled black
working class settled in the cities.
The result was a rising surge of struggles starting with the
1973 Durban strikes. These sparked what Wolpe calls “an
unprecedented growth of an independent black trade union
movement”. There followed the 1976 school students’ rising
in Soweto, and a great explosion of strikes and urban revolts
in the mid-1980s. The regime was able to break the risings’
impetus through brutal repression, but capital flooded out
of the country. Moreover, as Wolpe pointed out, the state’s
“capacity to eliminate the mass democratic movement has
virtually exhausted itself”.

Functional

Apartheid, historically “functional” to capital accumulation,
was now increasingly “contradictory”—an obstacle to
capitalism’s further development.
De Klerk, after taking over as state president in 1989,
tried to break out of this impasse by releasing Mandela. He
unbanned the ANC and the SACP the following February.
But he did not pursue subsequent negotiations with
Mandela and his chief adviser, the current president Cyril
Ramaphosa, in good faith. De Klerk recognised that he would
have to scrap the racist exclusions suffered by the black
majority. But he wanted to limit the power of any government
elected by one-person one-vote. This involved mobilising the
Zulu tribalist Inkatha Freedom Party (IPF) against the ANC
and its allies in the Congress of South African Trade Unions.
Some 14,000 South Africans died in the resulting political
violence. The perpetrators weren’t just the IFP. They were also
a series of shadowy death squads organised by the Security
Police and South African Defence Force. This blood was on de
Klerk’s hands until the day he died.
It was the black masses who foiled his plans. The
assassination of SACP leader Chris Hani in April 1994
provoked a tremendous explosion of anger. Mandela used this
to break de Klerk’s resistance at the negotiating table.
The following March, a rising in the tribal statelet of
Bophuthatswana shattered the reactionary “Freedom Alliance”
of the IFP and the white far right.
A few weeks later South Africa’s first democratic election
swept Mandela into the presidency.
Over the following 27 years the ANC failed to confront the
capitalism that Wolpe had shown dominated South Africa’s
history. But there’s much more to be learned from him than
from de Klerk’s eulogists.

PROTESTING IN solidarity with Palestine last Tuesday 

Picture:LSE for Palestine on Twitter

Labour attacks support for
Palestine at LSE university
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party has
turned on pro‑Palestinian
students after a p rotest
a g a i n s t I s r a e l ’s r a c ‑
i s t a m b a s s a d o r Tz i p i
Hotovely last week.
Hundreds of people joined
the protest against Hotovely
as she spoke at the LSE university in central London. But
Keir Starmer and two leading
Labour politicians denounced
the protest—with one even
implying it was antisemitic—
and supported police action.
Starmer called the protest
“totally unacceptable.” He
added, “Intimidation and
threats of violence will not
be tolerated.”
Shadow home secretary
Nick Thomas Symonds said
the protest was “shocking”.
He said, “Antisemitism has
no place in our society.
“I wish Tzipi Hotovely well
and support the police in any
investigation.”
And shadow foreign
secretary Lisa Nandy posted,
“The appalling treatment
of Israeli Ambassador Tzipi
Hotovely is completely unacceptable. There is no excuse
for this kind of behaviour.”
Student group LSE for
Palestine organised the
p rotest against Hotovely,
who had been invited to
speak at the student union’s
debate society.
Hotovely has called for
Israel to annex all Palestinian
land. She has also called the
expulsion of Palestinians
during Israel’s foundation as “a very strong and
very p
 opular Arab lie” and

a “made up story.” LSE for
Palestine said the protest was
“a tremendous display of solidarity with the Palestinians”.
In a statement, the student group explained that
p rotesters gathered at the
university’s library then
marched to the building
where the debate was held.

Physically

Protesters gathered at both
of the building’s exits as the
event ended. Hotovely left
safely while “police physically
assaulted students.”
The statement said,
“Contrary to false reports,
Hotovely did not ‘flee’ the university. “Students maintained
a peaceful protest throughout

the evening and it was the
police who incited violence.”
Supporters of Israel used
a video of Hotovely’s exit—
which shows nothing more
than a loud protest—to accuse
protesters of antisemitism.
Top Tory ministers backed
them. Home secretary Priti
Patel tweeted that she was
“Disgusted by the treatment of
the Israeli Ambassador at LSE.”
She added, “Antisemitism has
no place in our universities or
our country.
“The police have my full
backing in investigating this
appalling incident.”
Supporters of Israel have
long tried to conflate opposition to Israel with hatred of
all Jewish people. They want

to shut down all solidarity
with Palestinians.
Right wing members of
Labour hurled accusations
of antisemitism at the party’s
former leader Jeremy Corbyn
because of his support for
Palestinians.
Rather than challenge
the accusations, Corbyn
repeatedly conceded to them.
Now supporters of Israel
want to renew their attacks
on pro-Palestine activists in
universities—and the Labour
Party is desperate to show it’s
on their side.
The best way to fight back
is to follow LSE for Palestine’s
example—defend the right to
protest against Israel and its
racism.

Israeli forces assault prisoner protests
ISRAELI forces
reportedly stormed
a prison holding
Palestinians, attacking
prisoners and destroying
their belongings,
last Sunday.
The raid comes as
hunger strikes by a
number of prisoners—
all held indefinitely
without charge—gained
international support.
Repression units
raided section 13 of the
Nafha desert prison early
last Sunday morning.
The Palestinian
prisoners’ affairs
commission said
detainees protested and
shut down all sections of
the prison in response.

Hunger striker al-Fasfous

The Maan Palestinian
news agency reports
that Israel has
increased repression
operations against
Palestinian prisoners.
Six Palestinian
prisoners humiliated
Israel—and inspired
Palestine solidarity
protests—earlier this
year after escaping a high
security Israeli prison.

A number of
Palestinian prisoners
held in “administrative
detention” are doing the
same with long‑running
hunger strikes.
Miqdad al-Qawasmi
ended his 113-day hunger
strike on Thursday of last
week after forcing Israel
to agree to his release
in February next year.
He is one of
500 Palestinians
held indefinitely
without charge.
Kayed al-Fasfous,
also protesting against
his administrative
detention, has been on
hunger strike for more
than 120 days and is
in critical condition.
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Avalanche
of Tory
sleaze puts
Johnson on
the back foot
Ministers are in a panic over
corruption, says Isabel Ringrose
THE GROWING web of Tory corruption, sleaze and murky deals
are driving growing anger at
Boris Johnson’s government.
And he looks on the back foot.
The latest phase of the corruption
scandal opened with the revelations
about Owen Paterson lobbying for
those who paid him.
It showed a dark web of profiteering and money making by politicians. Even the pandemic provided
a useful opportunity for the Tories
to cash in.
Paterson was being paid to
advocate on behalf of two companies
during the pandemic. He won them
multi-million-pound g overnment
deals as ordinary people watched
their loved ones die.
Now there is a new revelation
every few days. Last week we
learned MPs have claimed
£1.3 million from taxpayers to rent
flats in London while letting out
their own properties.
Johnson claims Britain “is not
remotely a corrupt country”, while
he leads the way for the Tories to
cover their interests.

Unpaid

Johnson stayed in a Spanish h
 oliday
home last month owned by Tory
peer Zac Goldsmith’s family.
The villa, which normally costs
£25,000 a week to rent, was held by
an offshore trust based in m
 ultiple
tax havens. Two property companies
owned by Goldsmith’s family owe
£20 million in unpaid taxes and fines.
Johnson has refused to declare
the free use of the luxury property
claiming it’s unconnected with
political activities.
Yet in 2019 Johnson handed
Goldsmith a seat in the House of
Lords after he lost his seat as an MP.
Goldsmith is a close friend of Carrie
Johnson, Boris Johnson’s wife.
Johnson has already been caught
out over the funding of another
holiday from a Tory donor and his
£200,000 Downing Street flat refurbishment. Meanwhile, a quarter of

READ MORE

New corruption scandals are
coming think and fast
lWe learned last week that
MPs have claimed £1.3 million
from public funds to rent flats in
London
lBut many of those same
MPs are renting out their own
properties —in some cases, flats
that public money has helped
pay for
lBoris Johnson’s latest holiday
was in a home gifted to him
by Minister Zac Goldsmith. It
is owned by tax evading firms
based ‘off-shore’

MPs had second jobs making more
than £4 million in extra earnings a
year. And half of all ministers who
left office in Johnson or Theresa
May’s governments later took up
jobs with companies related to their
government areas.
Many are still in either the House
of Commons or Lords.
On the back of the disgrace,
culture secretary Nadine Dorries
reminded colleagues in a WhatsApp
group that the Tory party has been
through worse.
She pointed out how they
managed to win the 2010 general
election despite the 2009 expenses
scandal, describing this as a “billion
times worse” than the latest debacle.
Dorries’ confidence that the
Tories can yet again get away with
more crimes is supported by the
consistent lack of opposition and
backlash from the Labour Party.
In one poll last week Labour had
a six-point lead over Johnson, with
40 percent saying they would vote
Labour. The stench of corruption
should be enough to ditch Johnson.
Even some of his own MPs are
concerned that he is no longer an
asset.
But Labour’s timid so-called
opposition may still enable Johnson
to survive.

TORY SLEAZEBAGS Patterson and Johnson are only the tip of a corrupt iceberg

Transport workers strike for pay—
and safer busses, tubes and trains
PUBLIC TRANSPORT workers
are fighting back against poverty
wages and unfair working
conditions.
London Underground workers
in the RMT union are set for
major strikes over management’s
demands on staff in advance of the
Night Tube reopening.
Bosses want to ram through
extra nighttime and weekend
work.
The Night Tube had been due
to restart from Saturday of next
week, although only on two of its
five lines, the Victoria and Central.

Confront

The strikes will confront that plan.
Drivers who work on the Night
Tube lines—Central, Jubilee,
Northern, Piccadilly and Victoria—
are set to stop work for 24 four
hours from 4.30am on Friday of
next week.
They plan to walk out again for
24 hours on 18 December, the last
Saturday before Christmas.
On top of this action, workers
on the Central and Victoria lines
will strike from 8.30pm to 4.30am
on Sunday of next week and 4,
5, 11, and 12 December. Mayor

of London Sadiq Khan is backing
management.
He said, “I know how important
the return of the Night Tube is
to London’s night-time economy,
to our city’s recovery and to
the confidence and safety of
everyone travelling home at night,
particularly women.”
The RMT is for re-opening the
Night Tube. But not at the cost of
workers’ conditions.
Before the pandemic, the Night
Tube used about 200 part-time
staff.
But these posts were then
removed and Night Tube drivers
were integrated into the regular
Tube workforce.
RMT General Secretary,
Mick Lynch said, “No one has
worked harder to ensure a safe
environment for women on
London Underground than the
RMT.
“While Tube bosses have axed
staff and left stations routinely
unstaffed, with all of the obvious
risks, we have campaigned
relentlessly for the front line,
physical presence of visible staff on
stations and platforms.”
It’s Tube bosses who are

blocking safe transport, not
workers. In Wales, Arriva Cymru
bus drivers who are members of
the Unite union, are engaged in a
“long fight” to tackle poverty pay.
Four hundred workers walked
out on Sunday and will remain
on strike for five weeks until 19
December.
Around 200 Arriva bus drivers
in Teesside are also striking for
pay with eight further strike days
planned from 16 November.

Tiny

Welsh drivers, as a result of
negotiations were only offered a
tiny 29p an hour pay rise.
Such offers are insulting and
fail to value the service transport
workers provide.
There are also a number of
other strikes planned in the sector,
in the next few months.
Transport workers everywhere
are right to take the strongest
action possible to fight for a real,
above inflation pay rise.



On other pages...
Furious midwives plan NHS
protests >>Page 3
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INTERNATIONAL

Trial of US
far right
killer can’t
be trusted
The rigged trial of Kyle Rittenhouse
may lead to an explosion of anger,
reports Sophie Squire
A TRIAL in the United States
was set to decide this week
whether far right gunmen can
shoot down protesters and walk
away free.
Closing arguments in the trial
of Kyle Rittenhouse, who opened
fire at a Black Lives Matter (BLM)
protest last year, began on Monday.
Rittenhouse was charged with
homicide after killing Joseph
Rosenbaum and Anthony Huber at
a protest in Kenosha, Wisconsin, on
25 August 2020.
He was also charged with
attempted homicide for the shooting
of Gaige Grosskreutz. Rittenhouse
claims self-defence.
The protest was organised in
response to the racist shooting of
Jacob Blake by white police officer
Rusten Sheskey in Kenosha two
days before.
It was part of the great wave of
protests against police brutality and
racism in the US that brought tens
of millions to the streets.
The trial has been bitterly
contested, with the far right and
even some Republican representatives describing Rittenhouse as a
“hero”.

Announced

Judge Bruce Schroeder is presiding
over the trial. He has already ruled
that the words “victims” or even
“alleged victims” cannot be used
to describe Rosenbaum, Huber or
Grosskreuz in the courtroom.
But he did allow the defence to
call them “arsonists”, “rioters”, or
“looters”. Schroeder has also disregarded evidence that Rittenhouse
was a supporter of far right ideas.
Before the killings in Kenosha,
Rittenhouse openly announced that
he was ready to shoot shoplifters
with his assault rifle.
After he was freed on bail he was
seen flashing “white power” signs
and posing for pictures with Proud
Boys members.
Schroeder said that there was
no connection between “wishing to
shoot shoplifters” and the killing of
protesters. Last week Schroeder’s

BACK STORY

In August 2020 far right
supporter Kyle Rittenhouse
killed two protesters and
injured another
lThe shooting happened at a
Black Lives Matter protest in
Wisconsin two days after the
police shooting of Jacob Blake
lDonald Trump rushed to defend
the Rittenhouse
lIn the court, the judge has
banned labelling those shot by
Rittenhouse’s as victims
lA not guilty verdict could lead to
mass anger

phone rang in court, with Lee
Greenwood’s, God Bless the USA
as he ringtone. The song has been
adopted by supporters of Donald
Trump, who used it at rallies.
While the BLM movement was
still on the streets Trump told the
Proud Boys to “stand back and stand
by” during a presidential debate.
He added that “somebody’s got
to do something about Antifa and
the left.”
After the attack Trump backed
Rittenhouse, telling the media that
he had acted in “self-defence”.
In a memo that was later
leaked, Trump informed Homeland
Security officials to make clear that
Rittenhouse “took his rifle to the
scene of the rioting to help defend
small business owners”.
Republican representative
Majorie Taylor Greene also defended
Rittenhouse in a tweet.
She said, “He is more of a
man than the pundits and blue
checkmarks that claim He/Him in
their profiles that are attacking.”
If Rittenhouse is found not guilty,
there is the potential for a huge
wave of angry protests against a
rigged and racist judicial system.
Whatever the outcome, p
 rotests
must continue to rage against the
far right and racism ingrained
within every institution of the US
state.

RIGHT WING gunman Kyle Rittenhouse in court last week

CHINA

Protesters demand Uyghur freedom
AROUND 2,500 people protested
opposite the Chinese embassy in
London last Saturday to demand
an end to the oppression of
Uyghurs in Xinjiang, China.
A coalition of Muslim
organisations under the united
banner Stand 4 Uyghurs called
protests in Manchester and
London.
London protester Aisha told
Socialist Worker, “People need to
know what’s happening—forced
labour, kidnapping, murder, rape.

“Because people aren’t aware of
these abuses it allows the Chinese
state to get away with it.”
There are about 12 million
mostly Muslim Uyghurs living in
Xinjiang in west China.
The state has set up hundreds
of “re-education camps” designed
to stamp out Uyghur culture and
religious practices.
Factories have been built in
these camps that extract labour
from the inmates.
Moazzam Begg, who was

formerly detained in the US’s
Guantanamo Bay torture camp,
spoke to the crowd.
He said, “Some people say this
is a conspiracy against China by
America. As a victim of America,
I can say this is no conspiracy—
China and America work hand in
hand.
“We stand against Chinese
imperialism, colonisation and
opposition to Islam.”
Sam Ord

Full report at bit.ly/UyghurProtest

AUSTRIA

Unvaccinated lockdown hits wrong targets
AUSTRIA IS forcing
people who aren’t fully
vaccinated into lockdown.
Those aged over 12 who
haven’t received two vaccine
doses are only allowed
to leave their homes for
work, school, exercise and
buying essential items.
About two million people—
22 percent of Austria’s
population—will be affected.
The restrictions are
set to last ten days.
Singling unvaccinated
people out ignores legitimate

reasons why they may
not be vaccinated.
And those unable to access
health information due to
language barriers, fear of
the authorities or illiteracy
will be unfairly targeted.
Austria’s move is likely
to be replicated in other
European countries with
high Covid rates.
But the move highlights
Austria’s failed vaccine
rollout. Now its leaders are
using the opportunity to shift
blame onto ordinary people.

Protest in Vienna against new rules
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Just a
thought...

Pay the debt
to Iranians

Fern Bonicel
West London

No to jailings
of protesters

Illustration:Tim Sanders

RICHARD RATCLIFFE has
been on hunger strike since
24 October to pressure the
Tories to do more to secure
the release of his wife
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
from Iran.
She was jailed on spying
charges which she denies.
A key issue that keeps her
in jail is that Britain won’t
pay a debt to Iran.
In the 1970s, the
repressive regime of the
Shah of Iran, an important
Western ally, ordered 1,500
Chieftain tanks and
armoured vehicles at a cost
of £400 million from
Britain.
Fortunately the Shah was
deposed by the 1979 Iranian
revolution. The new
government cancelled the
contracts, but the money
had already been handed
over. Not surprisingly, the
Iranians wanted the cash
back, with interest.
The issue has been going
through the courts ever
since. An international
arbitration in 2008 ruled
Britain owed the debt.
Tory defence secretary
Ben Wallace acknowledges
the debt should be paid. But
he says it can’t be done
because it would breach
European Union sanctions.
Here’s one way out.
When then US had a
similar case in 2016, the
administration of Barack
Obama secretly organised
an airlift of £300 million in
cash to Iran. It coincided
with the release of four
Americans detained in
Tehran. It followed it up
with two more payments.
Here’s a useful thing some
friendly airline could do—fly
out the money owed.

Silvertown doesn’t want to be
part of polluting Formula One
THE PROPOSAL of a new Formula
One (F1) race in Newham, east
London, is an insult to residents
who already suffer the highest
levels of particulate matter air
pollution in the country.
This event on people’s doorsteps
will increase traffic and use of City
Airport, whilst promoting a car
culture. This will expose residents
to even higher levels of toxic air,
far exceeding World Health
Organisation limits.
Over half of children in Newham
live in poverty. They are already
blighted with dust from the
hundreds of lorries travelling to
and from the building site of the
proposed Silvertown Tunnel.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan’s
toxic project of a four lane tunnel
under the Thames has lorry only

lanes and currently no access for
pedestrians or cyclists.
This offers nothing to working
class people in Newham but toxic
air.
The promises of bio fuel engines
by 2025 and net zero by 2030
shouldn’t fool anyone into
thinking F1 is environmentally
friendly. Currently F1 produces
256,000 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide annually.
Ferrari had a team value of
around £1 billion. F1 is an
opportunity for the £39 billion
company to advertise fuel hungry
cars for the super rich.
UK race team McLaren, valued at
£560 million, sacked 1,200 workers
during the Covid pandemic but
boasts achieving Carbon Trust
Standard for cutting emissions.

McLaren’s main stakeholders
are the Bahrain Royal family, who
also control Bahrain Petroleum
Co—one of the top 100 carbon
emitting companies in the world
Once more the pursuit of profit
will affect the poorest people
disproportionately.
F1 makes big money—and we
cannot abstract its carefully
curated image from the
sponsorship’s, travel emissions
and promotion of car culture
which are an inherent part of the
events.
Newham needs serious
investment in public transport, not
motorsport races.
It’s time that mayor Khan hit the
brakes.

Josh Largent
Stop the Silvertown Tunnel Coalition

Stop the restrictions on Taiwan must ally with China’s workers
medical cannabis supply
SINCE 2018 specialist
doctors have been allowed
to prescribe cannabis as
part of the NHS.
This was a welcome
change for many as the
medicinal properties of
cannabis are hard to dispute.
It has been proven to be
especially helpful for those
who suffer from insomnia
and chronic pain
conditions.
But many people still
struggle to get prescriptions
and if they do their
prescription can be
withdrawn at any point.
The End Our Pain
campaign group says

patients are facing an
“almost total block” on
access to NHS prescriptions
and families were being
forced to go private.
The alternative is to turn
to buying cannabis on the
streets.
Meanwhile Britain slowly
becomes one of the largest
exporters of cannabis in the
world. Last year the British
medicinal cannabis industry
profited £64 million.
This is a disgusting figure
when so many who require
cannabis for everyday life
are unable to access it.

Fran Yepes
South London

INCREASING tension over
Taiwan is part of a more
confrontational stance
towards China by both the
Donald Trump and Joe
Biden administrations.
So while Dan Conquer
(Letters, 3 November) is
right to say that socialists
should support the right of
Taiwanese to
self‑determination, this
can’t mean simply calling
for independence.
Any declaration of
independence would likely
provoke an invasion by
China, but the US is
committed to defending
Taiwan.
In other words it could
ignite a third world war.

That would be devastating
for Taiwan’s people and
wouldn’t represent any real
independence.
Genuine
self‑determination has to
rely on allying with the
democracy movement and
workers’ struggles in China
itself. Only fundamental
change across China can
create the conditions for a
choice between reunification
or independence free of
imperialist involvement and
the threat of war.
It should be noted too
that the large majority of
Taiwanese, whether
supporters of reunification
or independence, are
descended from people

who migrated from China
at various times over the
last few hundred years.
The real indigenous
people are the marginalised
and impoverished
Austronesian aboriginals
who now form less than
2 percent of the population.

Simon Gilbert
Oxford
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NINE non-violent
protesters were
this week set to be
sentenced to up to two
years in prison.
Their supposed
crime was protesting on
the M25 with Insulate
Britain.
They are part of a
group of over 30 who
could face similar
sentences over the
coming months.
As we saw Cop26
fail to deliver, it’s more
important than ever
to defend disruptive
disobedience.
I hope that everyone
who rightly opposed the
police bill will also show
solidarity in this case.
Steph Walsh
Birmingham

See stats on
stop & search
THE government’s
official stop and search
statistics, covering
the year up to April
2021, should have been
published last month.
But the Home Office
failed to do so. It says
the delay is because
there is a “record level”
of data.
I bet when the figures
come out there will be
evidence of even more
racist use of stop and
search hitting black
people.
The lockdown
regulations were a gift
to the police.
Jack Talbot
Keighley, West Yorkshire

Cheered by
Glasgow strike
IT WAS so good to
read about the strike
by Glasgow cleansing
workers during Cop26
(Socialist Worker, 10
November).
We need more of this
sort of action. Let’s hope
at least some union
leaders learn action can
make an impact.
Katie Ryder
On Facebook

Mask slips for
Boris Johnson
PICTURES OF Boris
Johnson parading
around Hexham
general hospital in
Northumberland made
me furious.
He shows such
contempt for the NHS
workers and patients in
that hospital.
I wish they had
thrown him out.
Vic Robertson
North London
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BORDERS
THAT KILL

Contested territories and
dangerous crossings
India/Bangladesh Length 2,545 miles
THE BORDER between the two
countries, which were once part of
greater Bengal, is a killing ground.
A 1,250-mile border fence scars the
landscape and is policed by an Indian
Border Security Force (BSF) that has
orders to shoot on sight.
More than 1,200 people have been
killed trying to make the crossing in the
last two decades, but no one has ever
been prosecuted as a result.
Alauddin Biswas described how
Indian border guards killed his 24 year
old nephew, who was suspected of
cattle rustling, in March 2010.

North/South Korea Length 155 miles

A new and already deadly refugee crisis is forming on the
eastern edges of Europe. Yuri Prasad investigates what’s
behind the situation on the borders between Belarus, Poland,
Lithuania and Latvia—and looks at some of the world’s
killer border crossings

T

ENSIONS BETWEEN
Europe and Belarus
mean little to Karwan
who is cradling his sick
child while hiding in a cold
and rain-soaked forest on
Poland’s eastern border.
The two-year-old in his arms has
cerebral palsy and epilepsy. After three
days with little food and water she is in
a poor state. With Polish border guards
and soldiers patrolling the nearby perimeter fence, Iraqi Kurd Karwan told the
New York Times newspaper that he
must make a terrible choice.
Either he tries to get medical help by
returning to a town in Belarus and risks
ending his family’s dream of freedom
from warring factions in Iraq. Or he
pushes on and risks his daughter’s health.
Karwan and his family are among
thousands of people who have gambled
all they own and are trapped on the borders between Belarus, Latvia, Lithuania
and Poland.
They have neither shelter nor food—
and now the freezing winter is setting in.
According to official sources, at least
eight people who made it to Poland have
died from exposure. Aid workers say the
real number is likely much higher.
The migrants are pawns in a power play.
A battle is being waged by a European
Union increasingly hostile to refugees and
the dictatorial regime in Belarus and its
Russian backers in Moscow.
The crisis began in late August when
groups of migrants, mostly from the
Middle East, began massing on the
borders allegedly directed there by
Belarussian troops. That movement has
since grown to at least 4,000 people.
European governments accuse
Belarus’s ruler Aleksandr Lukashenko of

Migrants trapped on
the border between
Belarus and Poland
are facing razor wire
fences, heavily armed
guards and freezing
weather (left and below)

orchestrating the flow of migrants to the
border, insisting it is an act of revenge.
The European Union (EU) denounced
Lukashenko’s presidential re-election in
2020 as a fraud. It paid lip service to
the popular movement that rose against
him, and imposed sanctions on leading
figures in his regime.
In response, EU leaders say, Belarus

‘‘

Language once used
for invading armies is
now applied to poor
and desperate people

has allowed an array of new flights into
its Minsk capital from Turkey, north
Africa and the Middle East.
Refugees are sold packages of flights
and visas and are then transferred to the
borderlands.
Planes carry people desperate to
escape from war, poverty and unbearable climates. Their aim is to seek refuge
in an EU country and start a new life.
For those investing their family’s life
savings, this c rossing appears much
safer than trying to get across the
Mediterranean sea. The waters are made
deadlier by winter currents and Europe’s
Frontex gunboats.
If Lukashenko was trying to use refugees to create a crisis for the EU, his
calculation of a racist European reaction
has been proven correct.
The European Council president
Charles Michel last week stood shoulder
to shoulder with the hard right Polish

“The BSF had shot him while he was
lying on his back. They shot him in the
forehead,” he said.
“If he was running away, he would
have been shot in the back. They just
killed him.”
The BSF claimed self-defence, yet
no weapons were recovered.
The border has long been crossed
by local people for trade.
It is also used by relatives and
friends separated by a line arbitrarily
drawn by the British colonial masters
as they partitioned India when leaving
the colony in 1947.

prime minister Mateusz Morawiecki.
“Poland is facing a serious crisis that
we take seriously,” said Michel. “It is a
hybrid attack, a brutal attack, a violent
attack and a shameful attack.”
Language once reserved for invading
armies is now easily applied to poor and
desperate people.
Polish Defence minister Mariusz
Blaszak declared that his department
was “ready to defend the Polish border”.
The number of his troops at the border
now stands at 12,000. They have joined
the thousands of border patrol police
already there.
And the government has announced
that its 29,000-strong Territorial Defence
Force—which recruits heavily from the
ranks of the far right—is on standby.

Crackdown

With the troops has come a legal
crackdown. Governments in Poland and
Lithuania have declared a state of emergency. This means that aid organisations
and journalists are banned from the
border areas. Many human rights laws
are also suspended.
In Lithuania migrants are not allowed
to communicate in w
 riting or by telephone with anyone.
Poland has all but abolished the right
of asylum and is ordering troops to use
force to “push back” any migrant that
attempts to cross the border.
Despite this being a clear violation of
EU law, Europe is offering both money
and military support to extend the policy.
Hajar, a Kurd from Iraq, has
already experienced the Lithuanian
“commandos” on the border.
He said that after being captured by
them he was hit with sticks and plastic cables while being shocked with stun

US and Mexico. Now they are urging
Poland to do similar.
The Polish parliament recently voted to
spend around £300 million on a new wall
between it and Belarus. This week the
German interior minister Horst Seehofer
gave his backing to the new wall.
He said the Polish government has
“reacted correctly so far”. Seehofer went
on, “I say as well that we need structural
security at the borders.”

Manipulating

guns. His body is now covered with deep
bruises. “They said, ‘You don’t have the
right to come to our country,” he told
the New York Times. “They said, ‘You
make our country dirty’.”
The EU leaders denounced Lukashenko
for beating people last year. Now their
forces are doing the same. Politicians in
Brussels not long ago denounced former
president Donald Trump for wanting to
build an anti-migrant wall between the

‘‘

Leaders of ‘Fortress
Europe’ have chosen
to adopt the far
right’s anti‑migrant
agenda in full

There is little doubt that Lukashenko is
manipulating refugees for his own ends.
If the regime really cared about the
migrants’ plight, it could offer them
sanctuary and allow them to settle in
Belarus. Instead, migrants talk of rough
treatment and being quickly herded out
of the country.
But no power comes out of this worse
than the EU. With politicians of the
far right breathing down their necks,
Europe’s leaders have chosen to adopt
their anti‑migrant agenda in full.
Borders of “Fortress Europe” are to
be fortified with ever more armed and
brutal troops. There will be physical
walls, electric fences and razor wire.
The laws that European institutions
claimed were a hallmark of civilisation
can now be bent or broken with ease.
Looming dangers that migrants will
either freeze to death in the borderland
forests, or will be shot down by troops,
is a devastating judgment on such an
“advanced” society.
The blood of any such atrocity would
be as much on the hands of the EU’s
leaders as it would be upon the regimes
in Belarus and Russia.

KOREA WAS divided in two at the
end of the Second World War after
35 years as a Japanese colony.
Soviet troops occupied the
North while the US army occupied
the South. Both Russian and US
imperialism crushed resistance and
established loyal regimes in their
halves of the country.
A three-year war between the
superpowers ended in stalemate in
1953—and without a treaty.
The space between the two states
is now a “Korean Demilitarised
Zone” wasteland.
Barbed wire fences line all
sides, while tank traps and
active minefields make the area
impassable.
The exception is a six-lane

“Reunification Highway” that is
almost permanently empty of
civilian traffic.
There have been over a
thousand “fracases” and a further
approximately 50 serious incidents
since the end of the war.
During conflicts in the zone
between 1966 and 1969, some 299
South Koreans, 397 North Koreans
and 43 Americans were killed.
In 1976, the US admitted that
there had been 200 military raids
or incursions into North Korea from
the South.
Today, many people in South
Korea are more worried that the US
may use nuclear weapons against
the North than they are that the
North will invade.

US/Mexico Length 1,954 miles
2020 WAS the deadliest year for
migrants trying to cross into Arizona
illegally.
The remains of some 227 migrants
were and at least 7,000 people have
died along the length of the border
since 1998.
During the hottest summer on
record many including children died
where they fell in the desert before
reaching walls, fences and crossings.
Under Donald Trump’s presidency
the US walled more of the border
off, increasing the risks to those still
determined to make the journey.

“That’s a longstanding tradition,
these barriers and walls have pushed
people into more remote and
treacherous terrain,” said Jeremy
Slack, who teaches geography at the
University of Texas-El Paso.
Trump signed an emergency order
in March 2020 allowing the expulsion
of migrants at the border if there were
“concerns” they might have Covid.
More than 380,000 people were forced
back into the desert.
Under Joe Biden, migrants trying to
cross the border have been met with
border forces on horseback with whips.

Why capitalism needs borders
BORDERS ARE a way for the
system to control workers.
Wealthy people fly around
the planet with barely a need
for a passport. Money can be
exported from one country
to another at the touch of a
button.
Bosses can shut down a
factory in one part of the world
and be welcomed to restart
production in another.
But the movement of people
and labour is strictly controlled.
There are times when it
suits the bosses to allow more
workers from one country to

move to another. But most of
the time, they want to encase
workers in a particular state.
This benefits the ruling class
in a number of ways.
First, it allows them to
create a sense of national
belonging that they hope
will undermine class
consciousness.
Second, nationalism
helps them sow divisions
among workers of different
backgrounds living in the same
country.
Third, having a pool
of workers that are not

considered to be citizens is
very useful to the bosses.
Illegal workers can be paid
less and are often scared to
demand their rights.
Last, our rulers are only to
happy to have a group that
it can scapegoat for its own
failings.
Low pay, a lack of housing,
jobs and benefits can be
blamed on the most vulnerable.
The only way to counter the
ruling class agenda is to reject
their divide and rule tactics,
and their notion of borders and
countries.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

WHAT’S ON

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.
We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.
We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or
go to www.swp.org.uk or
phone 020 7840 5602

Thousands marched in London as Cop26 met in Glasgow

What did Cop26 achieve?

How do we win a
sustainable world?
BIRMINGHAM
Wed 24 Nov, 7pm
Priory Rooms
Quaker Meeting House
40 Bull St
B4 6AF
BLACK COUNTRY,
SHROPSHIRE &
STAFFORDSHIRE
Wed 24 Nov, 8pm
914-9548-1031
BRADFORD

Imperialism and the
shifting balance of power
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE

The world turned
upside down—the
English revolution
Thu 9 Dec, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749
BRISTOL

China, the Uyghurs
and the left
Thu 25 Nov, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
CHESTERFIELD

Patterns of revolution—
what can we learn
from Sudan?
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
828-532-8731
COVENTRY

After Sarah Everard—
the police, violence,
sexism and the state
Wed 1 Dec,
7.30pm
823-945-1917

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 25 Nov, 7.30pm
681-800-4408

EDINBURGH
Wed 24 Nov, 7.30pm
431-459-112

DEVON & CORNWALL
Thu 25 Nov, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883

LEEDS
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
881-4770-0676

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”.

DUNDEE,ABERDEEN
& PERTH
Wed 24 Nov, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
GLASGOW

After the coup—resistance
and revolution in Sudan
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HARLOW

The US and China—
imperialism and the
shifting balance of power
Thu 25 Nov, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HUDDERSFIELD

 ou can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate
Y
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.
LONDON: ISLINGTON

Sexism and the origins
of women’s oppression
Thu 25 Nov,
7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM

Covid, capitalism
and disability
Wed 24 Nov, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH

Blair to Starmer—why won’t
Labour oppose the Tories?
Wed 24 Nov,
6.30pm
290-168-1804

Fight the Nationality and
Borders Bill—the case
against immigration controls
Wed 24 Nov, 7pm
497-196-1801

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE

LONDON: SOUTH EAST

Big government spending—
is neoliberalism dead?
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
992-204-9372
LONDON: HACKNEY

Booklaunch: Mindshift—
how culture transformed
the human brain
Thu 25 Nov,
7.30pm
854-8245-8715

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion,
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with
precautions taken for a safe environment.

A rebel’s guide to
Walter Rodney
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
529-913-6390

LONDON—TOWER HAMLETS

Pride, politics & protest—a
revolutionary guide to
LGBT+ liberation
Wed 24 Nov,
7.30pm
818-391-0420

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings
and other updates.
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

After the Unite union
elections—how can we
rebuild our unions?
Wed 24 Nov,
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON:WEST AND
NORTH WEST

Islamophobia and racism—
the politics of fear
Thu 25 Nov, 7.30pm
861-9481-1795
NEWCASTLE

Capitalism and slavery—
the roots of racism
Wed 24 Nov, 7pm
368-595-2712
PORTSMOUTH

Islamophobia and racism—
the politics of fear
Wed 24 Nov, 7.30pm
488-934-2809

SHEFFIELD & SOUTH
YORKSHIRE

Fascism—what it is
and how to fight it
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON

Big government spending—
is neoliberalism dead?
Wed 24 Nov, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA & WEST WALES

Fight the Nationality and
Borders Bill—the case
against immigration controls
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
902-964-963

YORK & SCARBOROUGH

Rise like lions—the
lessons of Peterloo
Wed 24 Nov, 7pm
827-489-7492

Available at

Bookmarks
The socialist bookshop

System Change not
Climate Change
Edited by Martin Empson

WIGAN

Why the market can’t
solve the crisis
Thu 25 Nov, 7pm
Relish, 43 Hallgate
WN1 1LR

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

£8

bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party—
a Marxist History

by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British Does privilege
State—Scotland,
explain racism?
Independence and
by Esme Choonara,
KenOlende, Yuri Prasad and
Socialism £12
Weyman Bennett, £3

PHONE 020 7637 1848 WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Transgender
Resistance
by Laura Miles
£10

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@
swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955
London E16 9EJ

REVIEWS & CULTURE
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The Empire’s lasting legacy
on British society today
Empire State of Mind explores how British colonialism fed into nationalism
and racism at home. It’s well worth watching, says Chinedu Chukwudinma
WINSTON CHURCHILL and Enoch
Powell would be turning in their
graves if they learned about
Sathnam Sanghera’s Empire
State of Mind.
The documentary denounces the
grim legacy the British Empire left
behind in Britain itself.
It destroys the idea that British
people should celebrate the empire—
an idea the political elite uses to
foster racism.
Through his documentary,
Sanghera looks at how Britain’s imperial past shapes British society today
as it becomes increasingly divided.
He tells us about growing up in
Wolverhampton in the 1970s as the
son of Sikh immigrants while facing
racism from politicians and the far
right.
His contradictory sense of
exclusion and belonging to British
society prompted him to discover how
his migrant background connects to
the history of British colonialism.
In doing so, Sanghera uncovers
how Britain underdeveloped India
and subjugated Indians during the
colonial era.
While the documentary might
e ducate people with little or no
knowledge of Britain’s colonial past,
someone familiar with the topic can
still learn something new.
Sanghera h
 ighlights that Fiji
provides more soldiers to the British
army than any other former colony
in the Commonwealth. Fijian soldiers
often cannot obtain British c itizenship
or settled status for themselves and
their families in Britain despite
fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Despite his fascinating presentation
of how the empire shaped modern
Britain, Sanghera often falls into
oversimplistic statements about the
nature of this relationship.
Regarding Brexit, he argues that
British people voted to leave the
European Union (EU) because of
racism and colonial nostalgia.
He says they feared becoming a
colony of a larger entity and wanted
to recover Britain’s status as an
independent imperial power.
He doesn’t consider the extent to
which the Leave vote constituted a
class revolt of the poor and forgotten
against the rich and the political
establishment.
In fact, most of the imperialist
politicians and owners of big business
pushed for a Remain vote. They saw
Britain’s present imperial interest as
best carried out within the EU.
These shortcomings shouldn’t stop
anyone from watching Sanghera’s
powerful and thought provoking film.
Empire State of Mind. Saturday 20 Nov,
9pm on Channel 4
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STREAMING
BLUE STORY
Available on Netflix from
Saturday 20 November

RIGHT WING newspapers
reacted with moral panic
when this film first aired in
cinemas back in 2019.
The attempt to scupper
Blue Story bore little
relation to its content.
The film is a tragic tale
of two young friends who
become bitter rivals in a
street war.
It’s a far better argument
against guns and knives
than anything that has ever
come out of mouths of a
government minister or top
cop.
Developed and directed
by rapper and film maker
Andrew Onwubolu, the film

Two friends become enemies

makes a point of depicting
violence and even death
at disconcertingly close
quarters.
Nothing about this is
glorification—precisely the
opposite.
The story structure will
be familiar to most, and not
all the acting is great.
But the honesty and
setting gives its target
audience something that
feels more real than soap
opera.

THE SOUNDS and sights of collective action in Chile

Inside the world’s youth-led revolts
DOCUMENTARY

DEAR FUTURE CHILDREN
In cinemas from 19th November
dearfuturechildren.com/uktickets

THIS DOCUMENTARY follows
the lives and stories of three
young activists from around the
world.
Reyan, 23, is a Chilean
activist involved in the
anti‑corruption street protests.
Hilda 22, is a climate activist
in Uganda. And Pepper, 22, is
a democracy campaigner from
Hong Kong.
Each young woman grapples
with the struggles of growing up
under repression and capitalism
while fighting for change.
The title itself “Dear Future
Children” is the introduction
to a letter that the activists
want to deliver to the future

generations. They want to
make an honest account of
their success, struggles and
motivations.
The filmmakers themselves
are passionate about the film
and the stories being told.
Director Franz Bohm from
Germany is himself 25, and the
rest of the crew are a similar
age.
It’s rare for young filmmakers
to achieve such a powerful and
moving piece of art—as well as
to film and distribute it across
the world on a crowdfunded
budget.
I was struck by the impressive
images in the film. It captures
the emotion of the film’s
subjects, and gives intimate
insights into their lives and
motivations.
The sound design shifts
effortlessly between poignant

silences and overwhelming
sounds of collective action.
Both Reyan and Pepper
want to change the world so
that their future children can
grow up in a world of better
opportunities. Hilda wants to
protect her local community
who are on the sharp end of
climate change.
All three of them are inspiring
and show that every form of
resistance makes a difference.
Dear Future Children gives us
a wider view of activism across
the world and inspires hope for
future generations.
The filmmakers have done
a brilliant job at capturing the
vibrancy of activism—and the
very real danger these young
people face every day.
It’s a powerful insight into
the world of resistance.
Fran Yepes

What’s on at..

Bookmarks

The socialist bookshop
Len McCluskey in
conversation with
Richard Burgon MP

Thursday 25 Nov 6:30pm

Tickets: £3 or £5
solidarity price. Go to
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk
Bookmarks Bookshop,
London, WC1B 3QE
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T

HE release of
over 320,000
F i rs t Wo r l d
Wa r d o c u ments lifts
the lid on
another detail of the
British Empire’s s
 hameful
history.
Soldiers from the Punjab
region of India were b
 ullied
into fighting, and then
forgotten.
Hidden stories of colonial
soldiers don’t show a proud
loyalty to king and mother
country. They reveal truths
of how Britain, trapped and
corralled colonised people to
fight on its behalf, while all
the while treating them with
contempt.
Racism ran through the
veins of the army, which
treated black colonial soldiers
as even more expendable than
white working class ones.
Every November, politicians
push the poppy to promote
a tale of collective love and
national pride for Britain and
its imperial past. The r eality is
that the poor and the colonised
did the fighting and dying on
behalf of the rich.
European powers fought to
expand their empires around
the world, crashing into each
other and pushing the war
onto a global scale. The extent
of the conflict pushed them to
recruit soldiers from the lands
they had colonised.
This was one of the first
v isible signs that the British
Empire was under strain.
When Britain began to run
out of working class men to
send to war, its rulers were torn
over whether to recruit soldiers
from its colonies.
British officers didn’t like the
idea of black soldiers killing
white men—even if those white
men were their enemy. Behind
this prejudice was a fear that
their subjects would one day
turn the guns on them.
But the demands of the war
were too strong, and Britain
recruited a huge number of
soldiers from across Africa, the
Caribbean, India and China.
If they weren’t sent to fight,
men were forced to unload
and move supplies, carry out
manual labour, dig trenches
and clear the battlefields.

Sinister

Racial categorisation assumed
the sinister form of “martial
races”. Colonial subjects were
divided into “warlike” and
“non‑warlike” races.
Britain declared some
“races”—including people
from Nepal and north Indian
provinces, such as Punjab—
as more “manly” than others
and focussed its recruitment
on them. The Indian army—
the largest in the empire—sent
a million soldiers to fight, and
140,000 were transported to
Europe in September 1914.
This was the only section
of colonial forces that actually
fought in Europe.
The Indian army was
already organised to recruit

and collected dead or injured
soldiers from the front. The
North China Herald, aimed at
colonialists, said of Chinese
recruits, “Whatever their age
may be they are none of them
older than ten years in character.
“Very amenable, easily
m anaged with kindness and
firmness and loyal to the core.
A dog is the same.”
Thousands of Chinese
soldiers were killed by

shelling, landmines and poor
treatment—despite being told
their jobs weren’t hazardous.
They were forced to live in
squalor, crammed into camps
surrounded by barbed wire.

B
attack during the First World War
INDIAN SOLDIERS train for a gas

MADE TO
DIE FOR
EMPIRE

We shouldn’t celebrate the fact that Indian soldiers were
sent to fight for Britain in the First World War—but
remember them as victims of colonialism and imperialism,
writes Isabel Ringrose
by identifying “loyal” soldiers
based on castes, religions and
ethnicity. “Race” was used
to identify groups with supposedly common physical
characteristics—such as being
“racially brave”.
Britain had already used
Indian soldiers of higher
castes—who were not corralled
to fight by economic pressures—to put down uprisings
in India. But as the First World
War went on, it had to recruit
men from lower social classes.
Around 700,000 fought
against Germany’s allies in
the Ottoman Empire—mainly
against other non-white troops.

‘‘

Many did not
volunteer
simply to die
for love of
Britain

By the end of the war, nearly
10 percent of Indian soldiers
were missing, some 70,000 had
been killed and 80,000 badly
wounded.
Britain did the same
to 
c olonised people from
throughout its Empire. Across
the British army, regiments
were segregated, and black soldiers were led by white officers.
“Uncivilised” black people
were seen as naturally built for
war. White leaders saw black
soldiers as perfect for menial
tasks, minimising the dangers
they would face.
Some 150,000 Chinese
soldiers carried ammunition

R I TA I N u s e d
African soldiers
to fight German
forces—made
up of other
Africans—and
protect British interests in
east Africa.
Between them, both sides
conscripted around 2 million
people as porters and soldiers,
forcing them to carry equipment where there were no
roads. One in five of those conscripts died—a higher death
rate than on the Western Front.
Some 20,000 more South
Africans were shipped over to
Europe as labourers.
The French army in particular treated its African soldiers
as “cannon fodder,” pushing
them into battles with little to
no chance of survival.
Prime minister Georges
Clemenceau said in February
1918, “I would prefer ten
blacks are killed rather than
one Frenchman.”
The East Africa campaign
saw more than 125,000 troops
deployed. In Kenya at least
45,000 men died—about one
in eight of the male population.

Dangerous

Volunteers also came from
the Caribbean. Britain at first
decided it didn’t need their service—but then had to set up the
British West Indies Regiment.
This was only deemed worthy
only of manual—but still
dangerous—tasks.
These included digging
trenches and communication lines, transporting weapons, building roads, acting as
stretcher bearers and loading
trains and ships.
Often soldiers from the
Caribbean had to work within
range of German artillery, and
died under shell fire.
Battalions were sent to Egypt
and Palestine to again perform tasks such as g uarding
prisoners. Nearly 700,000 were
also sent to Mesopotamia to
fight Turkish soldiers.
Caribbean soldiers suffered
from malaria, exposure and
lack of food and clothing. In
March 1916 a ship transporting
men from Jamaica to Canada
diverted into a blizzard to avoid
German warships.
Over 600 men suffered
frostbite with 106 needing
amputations and five dying.
While 185 Caribbean people

‘‘ ’’

died in action during the
war, 1,071 died from sickness.
Racism was stark—in 1918
Caribbean soldiers were denied
a pay rise given to other soldiers. By the end of the war regiments mutinied after humiliation and racist treatment from
white officers.
In Taranto, southern Italy,
in December 1918, the ninth
battalion attacked their officers
in a mutiny that lasted four days.
Of these forgotten colonial
soldiers, many did not volunteer
simply to die for love of Britain.
Some believed v olunteering
was a way to improve their
standing and rights at home, or
to further independence causes,
encouraged by the leaders of
national liberation movements.
Nationalist leaders thought
that encouraging people to
join the war would prove loyalty and skill that Britain would
reward. They were wrong.
The South African Native
National Congress—later to
become the African National
Congress—presented a
m emorandum after the war
to Britain’s King George V of
Britain.

COMMENT

The ‘anti-woke’ university will
provide a safe haven for bigots
A new US university,
whose founding staff
include Kathleen
Stock, is building on
a right wing tradition,
says Sam Ord

Liberate

It cited the African contribution
to the war, and recalled the claim
that the war had been fought for
national determination and to
liberate oppressed people.
The British Colonial Office
replied that Britain could not
interfere in the internal affairs
of South Africa—and the appeal
never became part of peace talks.
That’s the truth of the role of
colonial soldiers. Britain used
them for some of the war’s most
deadly and backbreaking work,
then spurned them.
We should remember those
who died—not to celebrate the
unity of the British Empire, but
to expose its brutality.
We should also remember
that the heroes were the people
who refused to fight, and those
who revolted to bring the war
to an end.
The experience of war raised
expectations for people trapped
in colonies, especially when
brought together on such a scale.
Opposition, resistance and
rebellion were frequent. There
were strikes against Britain
from the first day of the war
until after it ended.
Calls for independence
saw uprisings against colonial authorities. The British
government sent warships to
Honduras and Jamaica to suppress riots. And the inspiration

READ MORE

lEmpire and
Revolution: a socialist
history of the First
World War
by Dave Sherry
£7.99
lThe Blood Never
Dried: a people’s history
of the British empire
by John Newsinger
£13.99

15

17 November 2021

Asian soldiers
on their way to
the front (top)
and soldiers
in the British
army’s Royal West
African Frontier
Force (above)

of the Russian Revolution was
to lead to far greater resistance.
Conscription, forced labour,
high prices, tax increases and
commandeering food exacerbated existing tensions,
especially throughout Africa.
In Ireland in 1916, republicans and socialists rebelled
against British rule and
p roclaimed an independent
republic.
But the racist imperial
powers remained aloof. They
invited no African leaders to the
Paris Peace Conference in 1919.
And they asked no African or
Caribbean troops to march in
the victory parade in London in
July 1919.
The war’s victors carved up
the spoils between themselves.
That victory came at an unimaginable cost to ordinary people
across the world.

lAcross the Black
Waters
by Mulk Raj Anand
A classic novel describing
Indian troops in France in
1916, £15.75
Available at Bookmarks,
the socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

A GROUP of “anti-woke”
academics are launching
a new “university” that
currently has no campus,
is unaccredited and cannot
offer any degrees.
The University of Austin
(UATX)—not to be confused
with the University of
Texas at Austin—was
recently founded for the
“fearless pursuit of truth”.
It’s the right’s latest project
to tackle “cancel culture”.
This is the outrageous
claim that the left is
preventing “free speech”.
Most of those making
such claims have limitless
access to the media and
endless invitations to speak
at meetings, conferences
and other events.
Meanwhile the people who
really face repression are
those who, for example, want
to protest at Israel’s racism.

Bullying

One founder of UATX is Bari
Weiss who resigned from the
New York Times claiming her
“wrongthink” opened her up
to bullying from colleagues.
She received support from
far right figures such as
Donald Trump JR and racist
online agitator, Ben Shapiro.
One founding UATX
faculty member is Kathleen
Stock, a trans critical
professor formerly based at
the University of Sussex.
Stock resigned on her
own accord, following
student protests in
defence of trans rights.
Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who has
won international attention
as a critic of Islam, is another
founding faculty fellow. And
so is Anthony Sullivan.
Ali recently claimed
“wokeism” has “remarkable
similarities” to white
supremacy and Sullivan
faced opposition for
speaking approvingly of
arguments that race and
intelligence are linked.
The appetite for an
anti‑woke university is

DONALD TRUMP’S university built wealth for its founder

significant. The idea that
universities are lost to the
left, anti-democratic and
anti‑patriotic is peddled
by right wing politicians.
Former US President
Donald Trump tweeted last
year, “Too many universities
and school systems are about
radical left indoctrination,
not education.”
Two years earlier Trump
had been forced to accept a
£20 million settlement with
students who said they were
duped by Trump and his
defunct Trump University.
It had promised to teach
them the “secrets of success”
in the real estate industry.
Alternative universities are
nothing new for the US right.
In 1927 the Bob Jones
University in South Carolina
was founded to uphold
Christian ideology and was
opposed to the teaching
of evolution in schools.
Bob Jones Senior wrote
in 1960 that black people
should be grateful for being
captured as slaves because
otherwise “they might still
be over there in the jungles
of Africa, unconverted”.
It did not admit black
students until the 1970s.
Then, for a 30-year period, it
prohibited interracial dating

‘‘

One founder
said wokeness
is like white
supremacy

among students. In the
mid-20th century the right
founded many academies to
uphold racial segregation.
Hundreds of these schools
opened across the country
after the 1954 supreme
court ruling that racial
segregation in public schools
was unconstitutional.
Dozens still survive,
with a token enrolment
of black students.
Liberty University (LU)
in Virginia was founded in
1971 to pursue evangelical
Christian thinking. The
university is a major stage
for right wing reactionaries.
LU is quick to cite “free
speech” to enable racist
and fascist speakers onto its
stage. But the free speech
only applies to the right.

Democratic

In 2009 LU banned the
Democratic Party student
club as it “stands against the
moral principles” of LU.
UATX provides a haven
for right wing academics,
journalists and politicians
who are offended by not
being able to say anything
they like using the guise
of academic freedom.
They don’t like being
held to account for the
impact of their views and
the damage they cause.
UATX will launch a
programme of “forbidden
courses” that aims to incite
“discussion about the most
provocative questions that
often lead to censorship”.
The UATX project will
provide an academic
platform for reactionary and
bigoted ideas to thrive with
hardly any opposition.
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Hydrogen power is not a green alternative
high levels of CO2 emissions.
Last month the chair of the
UK Hydrogen and Fuel Cell
Association, Chris Jackson,
quit his job after he couldn’t
back the body’s support for
Blue hydrogen.
He said, “I would be
betraying future generations
by remaining silent on that
fact that blue hydrogen is
at best an expensive distraction and at worst a lock-in
for continued fossil fuel use
that guarantees we will fail
to meet our decarbonisation
goals.”

by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE TORIES and world
leaders are pinning their hopes
on hydrogen power to reduce
carbon emissions and help
reach their net-zero promises.
Business Secretary Kwasi
Kwarteng said that hydrogen
power can “transform the way
we power our lives and will be
essential to tackling climate
change and reaching net zero.
The Labour Party also backs
hydrogen and has called it a
“potential new frontier” in the
fight against climate change.
Government estimates
have found that around 2035 percent of Britain’s energy
could come from hydrogen by
2050.
But hydrogen doesn’t live
up to the green promises that
politicians make for it.
Hydrogen is the most
abundant element on the
planet, making it an attractive a
 lternative to fossil fuels.
Supporters of hydrogen say
that it is a non-polluting, green
fuel that, only has one byproduct when burned—water.
The extraction of pure
hydrogen from other elements
poses the biggest challenge

Prioritise
FORMER PRIME Minister of Japan, Shinzo Abe, visits the world’s largest hydrogen
fuel producing facility, the Fukushima Hydrogen Energy Research Field

in making hydrogen a reliable carbon-neutral energy
resource.
The most common method
of producing hydrogen is
getting a natural gas such as
methane to react with steam
to extract the element.
Steam must be heated to
700-1,000 degrees in this
process. For this fossil fuels,
including coal, are burned.
This means the process

still produces harmful carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions.
Also the water produced
can impact water tables and
increase flood damage.
“Grey hydrogen” is already
being produced widely, with
around 70 million tonnes
produced every year.
This way of harvesting
hydrogen produced more
CO2 emissions than Britain
and Indonesia combined.

The Tories’ favoured way of
harvesting the element uses
all the same steps as Grey
Hydrogen but with technology to capture CO2 emissions.
But rolling “Blue hydrogen”
out on a wide scale will only
be possible with the development of carbon capture
technology.
Carbon capture is an unreliable and expensive process
that almost always produces

The Tories’ new hydrogen
strategy promises to pair
Blue hydrogen with so-called
“Green hydrogen”.
But even Green hydrogen
has its drawbacks.
Green hydrogen uses electrolysis to split water into
oxygen and hydrogen using
power from renewable energy
sources.
But for hydrogen power to
be genuinely green, energy
infrastructure must go
through a complete transformation at every level.
The electrolysis process
uses lots of energy, which
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The Virgin Islands—Britain’s
worst-kept corruption secret
The last few remnants of Britain’s empire are tax havens for the rich.
Nick Clark looks at the web of loopholes that allow the bosses to make a killing
GEOFFREY Cox took more
than £700,000 to defend the
government of the British Virgin
Islands in a corruption scandal
that’s continuing.
The islands’ government is
accused—among other things—of
links to organised crime and drug
smuggling.
Even more intriguing is that the
unelected British governor of the
islands who oversaw all this launched
the inquiry himself on his way out.
Yet for much of Britain’s press and
politicians, the only scandal here is
that Cox might have used his time
and office in parliament to do legal
work. Clearly, there’s more to this
story than a naughty MP bending
parliament’s rules.
Start asking questions, and you
begin to scrape through some of the
greasy layers of corruption that coat
the walls of British capitalism.
For a start, why does Cox—a former
attorney general—have deep knowledge of the British Virgin Islands’
(BVI) laws and constitution? And
why is he so comfortable defending
it against his own government?
More fundamentally, why does
Britain get to appoint the governor
of another country—who then drags
its prime minister over the coals in
an inquiry?
There is a fairly straightforward
answer to that last question.
The islands are one of the last
remnants of Britain’s former empire.
Like Gibraltar or the Malvinas, they’re
one of the British Overseas Territories
which, in the words of the government,
“chose” to remain tied to Britain.
But this is more than just some
hangover from Britain’s imperial past.
In his book on tax havens, Treasure

Islands, investigative journalist
Nicholas Shaxson describes British
Overseas Territories as like the
branches of a spider’s web.
They attract and catch money and
investment “just as a spider’s web
catches passing insects.
“Much of the money attracted to
these places, and the business of handling that money, is then funnelled
to London.”
After the collapse of the British
Empire, Britain reinvented itself as
a powerful centre of international
banking, finance and tax avoidance.

And Britain’s old colonies still have
a role to play with a variety of s ervices
that act as a pathway to low-tax
business in the City of London.
A millionaire, a multinational or
a criminal can register a company
in the BVI via agencies often based
in London, who then do most of the
actual business in the City.
This is both anonymous and tax
free.
The BVI doesn’t charge tax on
business done outside the country,
and doesn’t demand that company
owners give their names.

This arrangement benefits Britain’s
bankers too.
As Shaxson explains, “This British
spider’s web lets the City get involved
in business that might be forbidden
in Britain, providing sufficient distance to allow financiers in London
plausibility of wrongdoing.”
It can even give legitimate cover to
organised criminals.
Yet for all that, the links to London,
and ultimate control by the British
government, reassure businesses of
the legitimacy they need.
Cox isn’t even the half of it.

Tories make sure to keep BVI’s government in check
AUGUSTUS James
Ulysses Jaspert is just
the sort of person you’d
expect to find in charge of
one of Britain’s last
remaining colonies.
He spent two years as
private secretary to former
prime minister David
Cameron, and a spell
as director in Britain’s
National Security Council.
He was, until January,
the governor of the BVI.
Jaspert would have
us believe his job was to
keep the unruly natives on
the straight and narrow.
He certainly had

Shell companies
rake in profits
THE BVI
specialises in “shell
companies.” These are
companies that exist
only on paper to hold
businesses, property or
other assets.
BVI laws make it easy
for anyone to set up a
company, with fewer
restrictions on what a
company can and can’t
do.
The anonymity those
laws provide makes BVI
shell companies perfect
for anyone who wants
to hide what their real
business is, or who
really owns it.
So, in a country of
just 30,500 people, BVI
has more than 400,000
registered companies—
overwhelmingly shell
companies set up to
move and hide money.

TURQUOISE WATERS and sandy beaches can’t conceal the corruption

the power to tell
them what to do.
The BVI is supposedly
run by an elected
government, which means
Britain can deny direct
responsibility for dodgy
laws and practices.
But the governor is
in charge of the courts,
police and army.
And, if it wants, they
can issue “advice”—
instructions”—on
behalf of Britain. And
they can intervene
if the government
won’t do as it’s told.
So when Jaspert called

Augustus James Ulysses
Jaspert was in charge of the BVI

a corruption inquiry,
he raised a litany of
allegations against the
BVI’s government.
But prime minister
Andrew Fahie has a
different story.
He says Jaspert tried
to pressure him into
accepting a hurricane
recovery loan from
Britain, which he refused.
Jaspert threatened
that Britain “would not
look favourably” on
Fahie’s government if it
tried to fund hurricane
relief another way.
What’s more, Fahie

said, Britain’s governors
had for decades sat in
every cabinet meeting
and approved every
government decision—
and only now complain
of corruption.
He has a point.
The islands’
government is corrupt.
How could it not be
when its entire reason
for being is to facilitate
tax avoidance and
money laundering?
But that’s a system
designed to benefit
Britain—and the inquiry
won’t go anywhere near it.
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New law won’t
touch rich
THE BVI does
apparently plan a law
to make the “real” owners
of every company—not
just an agency—list their
name in a public register.
It says this law, due to
come into force in 2023,
will tackle corruption and
criminality.
But if secrecy is so
important to how the
BVI works, why would its
government try to stamp
it out?
For the most serious
tax evaders and
operators, a BVI shell
company is likely just
one link in a long chain
designed to obscure and
hide ownership.
So the “real” owner
could be yet another
company based
elsewhere, or a nominee
or company lawyer paid
to be owner on paper
only.
The new law might
squeeze out the small
time tax dodger or
criminal. But it won’t
bother the multinationals
and billionaires who
really matter to the BVI
and the City.
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Protests help stop most
deportations to Jamaica

Strong action can
stop academisation
WORKERS AT St Matthew’s
Church of England Primary
School in Preston, Lancashire,
are opposing plans to join
the Cidari academy trust,
managed by the Diocese of
Blackburn.
Members of the NEU union
voted unanimously on a nearly
80 percent turnout to oppose
the academisation.
More than 40 of them
signed a letter insisting that
the plans are not a “done deal.”
The NEU will ballot for
industrial action.

Sleeper strikers
boosted after Cop
CALEDONIAN Sleeper
train staff will continue
their long running dispute
after escalating action to
disrupt the Cop26 climate
conference.
Workers who are in the
RMT union planned to strike
on Friday and Saturday this
week in a fight for pay and
conditions.
Private operator Serco, has
offered workers a 1.4 percent
pay rise—way below inflation.
Recent pickets in Glasgow
were well attended and joined
by climate campaigners and
Jeremy Corbyn MP.
RMT general secretary
Mick Lynch said, “There can
be no climate justice without
workplace justice.”

Tram strike lined up
in Nottingham
NOTTINGHAM TRAM network
workers in the GMB union
have announced a second
strike day against unfair pay
practices.
Workers employed by
Nottingham Trams Limited
returned an overwhelming
mandate to strike across all
lines and depots on Tuesday of
next week.
lMessages of support to Finbar
Bowie at GMB Midland & East
Coast on 07850 857553.

Paramedics up in
arms over soldiers
AMBULANCE WORKERS in
the GMB union in Wales have
launched a dispute with the
Welsh Ambulance Service over
unqualified military “help”.
The union is citing
management “bullying
and harassment”. Trained
ambulance crews have been
split up as untrained military
personnel are used to try and
plug gaps in the service.

Fightback coming
at Onward Housing
SOME 230 workers at Onward
Housing and Hyndburn Home
Repairs Ltd are balloting for
strikes over pay.
The housing association is
based across the north west
of England in Accrington,
Bolton, Manchester, Liverpool,
Runcorn and Stockport. Unite
union members have been
offered a 1 percent pay rise.

PREVIOUS STRIKES show hitting hard is the way to win

UCU union members
reject leaders’ plan
ACTIVISTS IN the UCU
universities union have pushed
overwhelmingly to take bolder
action than their general
secretary, Jo Grady, wanted.
Workers at 59 institutions
voted to strike in two separate
but related disputes.
But the union’s membership
met Grady’s strategy for strikes
with anger and frustration at
meetings last week.
Union leaders proposed that
workers only take one day of
strikes before Christmas for
each dispute.
They also said that
reballoting to add new
universities to those already
striking should be limited to
those who got a 40 percent
turnout in a previous ballot.
The plan also proposed
separating the two disputes.
Hundreds of branch
delegates met twice last Friday
to vote down these plans that
would severely weaken strikes.
The meetings split the
disputes. One meeting focused
on USS. The other was on
the four fights—better pay,
reduced workload, opposition
to casualisation, and closing the
disability, gender and ethnic
pay gaps.
One UCU activist told

Socialist Worker, “It became
clear in Friday’s meeting that
UCU members are not in a
mood to accept Jo Grady’s plan.
“Speaker after speaker spoke
of the need for serious strikes
before Christmas combined
with immediate reballoting.
“Not a single delegate
reported anything but hostility
to decoupling the two disputes.
Members understand the need
for maximum unity and want
to take action on all the issues
the union is fighting over
simultaneously.
“A number of branches had
passed a motion circulated by
UCU Left calling for a rejection
of Grady’s proposal and for
five days of joint strikes in both
disputes this term.

Determination

“Members have shown that they
have far more determination
and willingness to fight than
their leaders.”
There was also anger that
speakers from ongoing local
disputes weren’t called at the
branch delegates’ meeting.
UCU members were right to
reject Grady’s plan as it would
have made winning much
harder. And the vote has shown
that there is a mood to fight

back in the union. Again, this
is a credit to activists on the
ground, not those at the top of
the union.
Strike dates had not been
announced as Socialist Worker
went to press.
Every UCU activist should
push hard for more strike days
and for every branch that didn’t
reach the 50 percent threshold
to be reballoted.
Previous strikes have shown
that the only way to win is
by escalating action to hit the
bosses hard.

A DEPORTATION flight
due to take up to 50
people to Jamaica on
Wednesday of last week
left with just a handful.
Dozens of people
were taken off the flight
in the days and hours
before it left Birmingham
Airport with three
or four on board.
This was in part due
to the work of activists
blocking detainees from
being put on the plane.
Hours before the flight,
activists from the Stop
The Plane campaign
locked themselves to
metal pipes outside
Brook House immigration
removal centre near
Gatwick airport.
Activists were held in
overnight custody after
their successful action.
Deportees were also
taken off the flight list
due a Covid outbreak
at Colnbrook, an

Activists block the road

immigration removal
centre near Heathrow.
Some now have
been confirmed
positive for Covid.
Others had their
removal deferred because
they have been identified
as potential victims of
trafficking, groomed by
county lines gangs.

Isabel Ringrose

BORDERS

Refugees are the real
border plans’ victims

lUNIVERSITY workers at the
Royal College of Art entered
their fourth and final week of
strikes on Monday.
UCU union members at the
university, who are largely on
casualised contracts, have
been striking over heavy
workloads, insecure contracts
and other inequalities.
And UCU members at the
university of Sheffield are
continuing the fight against
the universities’ plans to close
the archaeology department.
Thousands of staff and
students have written letters
to the university and tens of
thousands more have signed
a petition against the cut.

AS HOME secretary Priti
Patel’s plans to stop
migrants from crossing the
Channel intensify, unions
say they will act.
Under Patel’s new rules,
guards will intercept and
send boats back to France.
The PCS union, which
organises workers in the
Border Force, says it will
launch a legal challenge and
could call strikes against
the plans. It says Patel’s
orders could expose border
guards to legal challenges
and put a strain on their
mental health.
Kevin Mills of the PCS
said, “If someone dies,
it won’t be Priti Patel
taking the body out of the

water. And to say that the
officers concerned won’t
be prosecuted does not
help our members’ mental
health.”
The real victims of the
Tories’ borders are the
refugees forced to attempt
Channel crossings.
A daily record of 1,185
migrants crossed the
Channel on Thursday of last
week. Three people were
feared lost at sea after two
kayaks were found off the
coast of Calais, following
a spate of deaths and
disappearances.
Unions should fight to
end all the border controls—
not just those that damage
its members’ conditions.

Wear Valley Trades Council
for over 25 years. He helped
to raise tens of thousands of
pounds for workers in dispute
or struggle.
He personally raised
thousands of pounds during
the Great Miners’ Strike
1984‑85, including large
donations from trade unions
in France and Germany.
Dave played a key role in
the Building Workers Strike
of 1972 and as a result was
blacklisted by employers for
most of his working life.
He helped organise the
national campaign against the
blacklist and eventually won
some justice when blacklisting
was declared illegal by the
High Court. He fought for

almost 50 years to get the
convictions overturned for Des
Warren and Ricky Tomlinson,
who were jailed following a
1972 building workers’ strike.
Dave co-wrote the book
Flying Pickets about the 1972
strike and subsequent show
trials.
He was a self-educated
intellectual. He was a prolific
reader on a vast range of
subjects, including politics,
philosophy, art and music.
Dave never sought the
limelight, never looked for
advancement or promotion
and was quite prepared
to allow others to take
undeserved credit for his hard
work. He never gave up.
Despite being in his late

80s he put his heart and soul
into winning justice for the
Durham Teaching Assistants
in their dispute with Durham
County Council.
On his 90th birthday in his
care-home he was asked to
send a message to his friends
and comrades.
In his broad West Durham
dialect he said, “Keep up the
struggle, keep it gannin”.
Dave will be remembered
with great affection by trade
unionists in County Durham
and the north east.
He was a great teacher,
friend and inspiration
to future generations.
Condolences to his partner
Doris and family and friends.
John Gilmore

OBITUARY
Dave Ayre
1931-2021
TRADE UNIONISTS and
socialists in north east
England are saddened to
hear about the death of
well loved and respected
trade unionist activist Dave
Ayre at the age of 90.
For many years he was a
member the Socialist Workers
Party and its predecessor the
International Socialists.
Dave worked as a
bricklayer from finishing his
apprenticeship until he retired
at 65. He was the Crook
secretary of the building
workers union Ucatt whose
banner read, “Socialism

Dave Ayre
Through Revolution.” He
looked after the best interests
of his members without
financial reward or favour.
Thanks to Dave many local
building workers won claims
for accidents and illness.
Dave was also secretary of
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

by SOPHIE SQUIRE

COP2 6 has ended, but the strike mustn’t be abandoned

agreed that they should
launch further strikes.
Workers will vote on
whether to move forward
with a local dispute.
One activist in Glasgow
said workers were asked
whether they would be
accept the pay offer that
had been agreed for workers
across Scotland.
But this was unpopular
with rank and file workers

who still have grievances
with Glasgow city council.
This has been made worse
by bullying supervisors and
health and safety issues.
Rubbish has piled up on
street corners in Glasgow to
such an extent that moving it
has become unsafe.
After raising safety
concerns, workers were
reportedly told by a
supervisor to “go home”.

WAREHOUSES AND DISTRIBUTION

On picket lines strikers
told Socialist Worker that it
wasn’t just low pay they were
concerned about but also
dangerous conditions and
worn-out equipment.
After their inspiring eight
days of strike, cleansing,
workers in Glasgow have
made it clear they want to
demand more.
Workers must push for
more strikes.

SOUTHERN WATER

WORKERS AT DIY store
B&Q’s Worksop distribution
centre will strike this
month over victimisation
of union reps and pay.
The warehouse distributes
stock nationally.
Two weekly cycles of seven
day strikes, followed by a seven
day overtime ban, will begin on
28 November and continue until
20 February.

Part of Saturday’s march

from 12 noon to 3pm. This
will take place on the Clarks
picket line at Westway.
lStrike fund donations:
Name: Community Ref: Clarks
Strike Pay; account number
34042733, sort code 60-83-01
lCheques made out to
Community Clarks Strike Fund
and send to: Finance Dept;
Community, 465 Caledonian
Rd, London, N7 9GX
lFacebook support page at
bit.ly/ClarksStrike

nAROUND 140 DHL lorry
drivers who deliver for
Sainsbury’s across the
south west of England
could strike over pay.
Drivers have been offered
a 3 percent increase over an
18 month period. Ballots opened
on 11 November and close on
25 November.
If the workers vote for strikes,
action could begin as early as
the second week of December,
causing considerable disruption
to Christmas supplies.
It is one of several drivers’
disputes brewing.

Don’t let the anti-union
laws stop fight for safety
WORKERS AT a major
government office in
Swansea have voted for new
strikes over coronavirus
safety. But the ballot didn’t
achieve the 50 percent
turnout threshold demanded
by Tory anti-union laws.
Members of the PCS
union at the Driver and
Vehicle Licensing Agency
voted by 79 percent for
strikes. But the Tory laws
say they can’t strike without
the union potentially
facing damage claims.
Workers at the office
have been fighting over
coronavirus safety since
January, after major virus
outbreaks and bosses’
attempts to force them
back into the office.
Strikes by all workers
nearly won a deal agreed
to by DVLA bosses in the
summer. But Tory ministers
intervened to scupper it.
The PCS followed the
strikes with targeted action
that caused huge backlogs.
But the campaign lost
momentum and mass action.
The PCS now says it is in

talks. Tory laws shouldn’t
be allowed to force any
worker to carry on working
in unsafe conditions.
nWORKERS IN the
government’s adviser for
the natural environment
in England are voting on
whether to strike over pay.
The PCS union says
Natural England has the
lowest starting salaries in the
department for environment,
food and rural affairs.
nCOURT STAFF are voting
on whether they’re willing
to strike over jobs and
working conditions.
The courts and tribunal
service’s Common Platform
is supposed to allow all
participants in a legal case to
access information digitally.
But the PCS union says it
threatens some 3,000 jobs
nWORKERS IN the British
Council—which runs arts and
English language education
programmes abroad—
are voting on whether
to strike over job cuts.

Picture: GMB Scotland

Big march backs Clarks Strike early Tide of revolt
fire and rehire fightback for Christmas at water firm
AROUND 400 people
joined a march through
Street in Somerset last
Saturday in support of
the striking Clarks shoe
warehouse workers.
It was the biggest demo
the village has ever seen.
Delegations of local
trade unionists joined
strikers and their families.
The workers, in the
Community union, face
a brutal fire and rehire
assault by the firm’s
private equity owners.
The local CWU union
has said Royal Mail lorry
drivers are refusing to cross
picket lines. And it has
given £5,000 to the strike.
Further solidarity action
is now planned in support
of the all-out strike.
Friday of this week,
19 November, was set to
see the third Mendip TUC
“Solidarity Hours Session”
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Don’t stop the fight
in Glasgow cleansing
BOTH THE GMB and Unite
unions have accepted
a revised pay deal for
w orkers in 34 councils
across Scotland.
The Unison union is also
expected to sign up.
Bosses’ body Cosla has
assured it will give the lowest
paid workers a wage increase
of 5.8 percent and ensure that
all council workers are paid
£9.78 minimum per hour.
But there is a much
smaller amount on offer for
those earning over £25,000
a year.
Unions previously said
they had mandates to take
action in half of Scotland’s
local authority areas—
including Glasgow.
But where does this leave
cleansing workers who took
part in eight days of strikes
during the Cop26 climate
conference?
The refuse workers, who
are members of the GMB
union, clearly want to keep
putting pressure on Glasgow
city council.
At a mass meeting in
George Square Glasgow last
Monday, cleansing workers

Socialist Worker

AROUND 70 people joined
a protest in Worthing
last Saturday against the
premeditated release of
millions of tons of sewage
by Southern Water. It was
called by Sussex Coast
Unite Community branch.
Protesters gathered
outside the water company’s
offices demanding that
it be re-nationalised.
The protest was supported
by the direct action group
Extinction Rebellion and
Labour Party activists,
as well as residents from
the affected areas.
Supporters came from as
far afield as Hastings and
Southampton to express
their disgust at the cynical
behaviour of the company.
They argued the firm puts
profits for the shareholders
above the interests of
the local inhabitants.
And they wanted it back in
democratic public control.
Steve Guy

FOOD

Escalate now at Weetabix
WEETABIX BOSSES have
resorted to outrageous
lies about the long-runnng
strike in Kettering and
Corby, Northamptonshire.
They claim they are not
imposing fire and rehire.
A senior Weetabix director
said last week, “We have
repeatedly reassured our
engineering team and
their union representatives
that no individual is at
risk of dismissal.”
But in company letters sent
to engineers in May, managers
told engineers, “One of the
options available to us, if your
agreement cannot be reached,
is to terminate your current
contract of employment
and offer re-engagement
on a new contract.”
The new contract
means workers could
lose £5,000 a year.

The engineers last week
escalated strikes to four
days a week to protect
wages and conditions.
But, two months
since strikes began, its
clear further escalation
is urgently needed.
Weetabix bosses are
determined to tough out
the strikes unless they
are forced to back off.
The increase to four
strike days a week will have
an effect on Weetabix’s
production, as the scab
labour brought in will
not be able to cover each
missing engineer.
But it’s mass pickets,
demonstrations, escalation
to an all-out strike and
support from workers
in other departments
of Weetabix that will
ensure success.

ROUND-UP
SECURITY GUARDS at Great
Ormond Street Hospital are
set to strike for pay equality
from 6 to 9 December.
The workers, who are
members of the UVW union,
are demanding NHS terms
and conditions, and voted
unanimously for strikes.

nA SCHEDULED strike by

bin workers in Sheffield
was called off last week
after employer Veolia
offered a revised pay deal
to their GMB union.
The new deal would see
workers receive a 3 percent
pay increase for a year along
with a £250 one off payment.

The next year the pay rise
will increase to 3.5 percent.
This is well below
inflation. It should
be rejected.
nCLEANING WORKERS at
Facebook are continuing
their protests against
unfair workloads and
bad conditions.
The members of the
CAIWU union, who are
outsourced to two different
companies, have been
raging against the bosses at
Facebook for many months.
lJoin the protest on Friday
26 November, 4pm, 10 Brock
Street, London NW1 3FG
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ANTI-COUP PROTESTERS in Khartoum on Saturday

MILITARY ATTACKS
SUDAN PROTESTS
by CHARLIE KIMBER

SUDAN’S military regime
has lashed out brutally against protesters
demanding democracy.
Soldiers killed at least six
anti-coup demonstrators and
wounded many others in
Khartoum and its twin city of
Omdurman last Saturday.
Four protesters died from
gunshots and one from a tear
gas canister, according to the
Sudan Doctors Committee.
Later a 15 year old died
in East Khartoum Hospital
with bullet wounds to the
stomach.
The committee denounced
the actions of the “ putschist
military council” that
had fired “live rounds” at
demonstrators.
Saturday had been
announced as a massive show
of force by people protesting
against the coup launched
by general Abdel Fattah
al‑Burhan on 25 October.
The military has killed at
least 20 protesters since the
coup, and probably many
more. In an attempt to keep

people off the streets, soldiers
fired tear gas as protesters
assembled in the capital,
Khartoum and Omdurman.
But it didn’t stop the
resistance. “Protests are
continuing, more and more
people are joining the
protests, they are chanting
that they don’t want the military rule,” said Al Jazeera’s
Resul Serdar, reporting from
Khartoum.
There
has
been
magnificent resistance since
25 October marches. On one
day a million people joined
protests, workers launched
waves of strikes and activists
have blocked major roads
with barricades.
But the military leaders are
making no concession to the
anti-coup movement.
On Thursday of last week
al-Burhan reappointed
himself head of the Sovereign
Council, Sudan’s interim
governing body.
And the military has
given a green light for the
murderous Janjaweed militias to launch a new round of
looting and ethnic attacks in
the Darfur region.

Protesters in London march in solidarity

‘‘

The generals
should be
sitting in jail,
not in high
places

Picture: Socialist Worker

In London, around 1,000
people joined a solidarity
protest with those taking to
the streets in Sudan. It targeted the embassies of the
United Arab Emirates, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia.
These rotten governments
have given support to the
coup.
Protester Faizah told
Socialist Worker, “These
regimes are helping killers.
“They must fall too. I want
people to come out on the

streets in these places too.”
Shada added, “The military
in Sudan are not supported
by the people.
“They are held in power
at the moment by their use
of terror and the backing of
other governments. It is a
blood pact that must end.”
As news came through of
the state violence in Sudan,
angry protesters called for
more resistance.
Bilal said, “There can be no
going back.
“Our martyrs must be
avenged by the fall of the military and the setting up of a
civilian government. The generals should be sitting in jail,
not in high places.”
In Glasgow, several
hundred protesters gathered
in George Square.
Protester Enas Magzoub
said, “It’s so important to
show international solidarity.
“We have to give our people
a voice, especially in the wake
of the internet b
 lackout the
military has imposed.”
Around 200 people
p rotested in Manchester’s
Saint Peter’s Square, c alling
for the overthrow of the

military and for “thawra”—
revolution. And around 200
rallied in Leeds.
The protesters bravely
taking to the streets of Sudan
deserve all our solidarity. But
demonstrations alone will
not break the military and its
backers.
Nor should those fighting
the coup trust empty words
from Western powers. The
US, Britain, the European
Union and others have all
said they are “gravely concerned” by al-Burhan’s moves
and his “excessive use of
force” against protesters.
But their main concern is
to damp down turmoil.
Instead of looking for
compromises or great power
intervention, Sudanese
workers and the poor have
to escalate their fight.
A general strike that
paralyses society is a crucial
counter-force to state violence.
That can open the road
to a government based on
neighbourhood r esistance
committees and the
d emocratic organisations
which workers create when
they hold mass strikes.
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