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LET’S TURN 2022 INTO A 
YEAR OF FIGHTING BACK
Anger at cost of living crisis is an opportunity >>Pages 4&5
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RESISTING THE 
US RIGHT’S WAR 
ON ABORTION
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How the right refused measures to stop virus spreading >>Page 3
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lOMICRON CHAOS HITS HOSPITALS
lHOUSEHOLDS LOSE £1,200 A YEAR

SUDAN

Revolution forces 
puppet prime 
minister to resign
MASS STREET protests 
have forced the resignation 
of Sudan’s prime minister 
Abdalla Hamdok.

Hamdok’s fall signals the 
end of his sell-out deal with 
general Abdel Fattah   al-
Burhan. The resistance now 
has to break completely with 
those who want compromises 
with the military.
>>Page 8

SOCIALIST WORKER

New website for 
newspaper at 
heart of struggle
WE’VE GOT a brand new 
website. We hope you’ll like 
it. But more importantly, we 
hope you’ll find it a useful 
tool to build resistance.

Socialist Worker takes 
on arguments to be read, 
debated and acted on by 
people in the heat of the 
struggle. You can find it at 
socialistworker.co.uk
>>Page 5

REVOLUTION

What does it 
mean to fight for 
a new society?
THE NEED for radical change 
now could not be clearer. 

 But even among those 
who fight for fundamental 
change there are questions. 
Here Socialist Worker answers 
some questions on revolution 
raised in Socialist Workers 
Party branch meetings.
>>Pages 14&15
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NatWest Bank bosses admit  
‘spoofing’ to fix the markets  
N AT W EST BA N K  h a s 
p l e a d e d  g u i l t y  t o 
 fraudulently “spoofing” to 
manipulate US Treasury 
markets for around six 
years. 

The spoof orders were 
designed to artificially push 
up or down the  prevailing 
market price so that the 
NatWest traders could trade 
more profitably.

Acco rd ing  t o  cou r t 
 documents, a trader in 
London in 2011 admitted 
to a colleague via electronic 
chat that he was spoofing, 
adding, “I was doing a lot of 
that last week and was saying 
to myself, gonna get caught 
soon, should stop.” 

In a call discussing the 
complaint, a supervisor told 
a trader, “In a Darwinian 
sense I don’t have any issue 
with it [providing fake 

market signals]. If they 
cut us off because of your 
activity . . . then I do have a 
 problem with it”. 

The supervisor later 
advised the trader on 
how to hide what authori-
ties called “his fraudulent 
scheme”, according to court 
documents.

The offences took place 
during 2008-14 and then 
separately in a different 

section in 2018. NatWest 
is a repeat offender. The 
latest  wrongdoing marked 
a  “material breach” of a 
non-prosecution  agreement 
that a NatWest US broker sub-
sidiary had reached in 2017. 

It  admitted defraud-
i n g   c u s t o m e r s  i n 
 mortgage-backed securities. 
The bank in 2018 was also 
on probation after pleading 
guilty in 2015 for conspiring 

to manipulate the foreign 
exchange market. It will pay a 
£26 million fine for the latest 
crimes, not  much out of prof-
its of over £1  billion for just 
three months of last year.

The US verdict came a few 
days after the bank faced 
legal action in Britain. 

NatWest Markets’ parent 
group paid a £265 million 
fine for breaching anti-money 
laundering regulat ions 
between November 2012 and 
June 2016. 

But, as Troublemaker 
 predicted when the case was 
first publicised, no directors 
suffered.

The bank remains  majority 
owned by  the  Br i t i sh 
 government, 13 years after 
it was taken over during the 
financial crisis.

The directors should be 
sacked, and then prosecuted.

lDONALD TRUMP’S loss-making Scottish golf 
resorts claimed in excess of £3.3 million in 

emergency support from the British government, 
to help furlough staff during the Covid pandemic. 

Company accounts for the former president’s 
resorts at Turnberry in Ayrshire and Balmedie, north 
of Aberdeen, show his businesses cut 273 jobs due 
to the Covid crisis last year, while also claiming 
£2.8 million in furlough support. Trump Turnberry 
and Trump International Scotland in Aberdeenshire 
then made further claims while the government’s 
job retention scheme was still in force.

Balfour Beatty guilty 
of fraud on US military
A SUBSIDIARY of Britain’s 
largest construction 
company, Balfour Beatty, 
is to pay £48 million in 
penalties and restitution after 
pleading guilty to fraud.

The US Department of 
Justice (DoJ) investigated 
performance incentive fees 
claimed by Balfour Beatty 
Communities between 
2013 and 2019 following 
maintenance work at US 
military housing installations.

Balfour Beatty 
Communities operated 
privatised military housing 
at air force, navy and army 
bases across the US, earning 
fees for development 
and management. 

It falsified information 
to claim that it had met 

performance objectives.  
“Instead of promptly 
repairing housing for US 
service members as required, 
Balfour Beatty Communities 
lied about the repairs to 
pocket millions of dollars 
in performance bonuses,” 
said Deputy Attorney 
General Lisa O Monaco.  

“This pervasive fraud 
was a consequence of [the 
company’s] broken corporate 
culture, which valued profit 
over the welfare of service 
members,” she said.

Michael Gove levels 
up Lord’s pot holes
THE Department for 
Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities, run 
by Michael Gove, gave  
£330,000 of public 
money to fix potholes 
on the driveway of 
a former Tory peer’s 
country estate.

The six-figure sum 
from the £900 million 
Getting Building Fund 
was spent on repairing 
an access track to 
the East Sussex home 
of Viscount Gage. 

The government said 
this will help to improve 
the local economy.

The funds were 
used to do up the road 
leading to Charleston 

within the grounds 
of his Firle Estate 
in the South Downs 
national park.

Gage owns seven 
farms and a £10 million 
Tudor manor house 
on the estate just 
over a mile away from 
the repaired track. 

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘We do not want 
to go OTT on this’
Newly released documents 
show that as prime minister 
Tony Blair vetoed a proposed 
strategy to tackle racial 
inequality following the racist 
murder of Stephen Lawrence

‘Congratulations 
to Tony Blair on 
this recognition 
for his public 
service to our 
country’
Labour Party leader 
Sir Keir Starmer on Tony Blair 
being knighted for murdering 
Iraqi people

‘Services to 
philanthropy’
The reason hedge fund boss 
David Harding was knighted 
for the more than £1.5 million 
he has gifted the Tories since 
2006

‘Deeply 
unsatisfactory’
Lord Geidt describes the 
situation which sees the peer 
set to clear Boris Johnson 
again of any wrongdoing on 
getting people to pay to do up 
his flat

‘Every penny 
received is used 
to support the 
running of my 
office and my 
work as an MP’
Labour MP Dan Jarvis filled 
in 29 surveys earning nearly 
£3,000 plus £120 in Amazon 
vouchers
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lA SENIOR banker is set to 
become NHS England’s boss. 

Richard Meddings, ex-chair of TSB 
Bank and non-exec director at the 
Treasury, is ministers’ choice. He 
will be paid £63,000 a year for 
working two to three days a week. 

Whitehall source says has “unri-
valled business experience” and 
will bring an “outsider’s eye” to 
the NHS. He is not thought to have 
any health service experience.

BANKERS

Four-lough

No pot holes here

Rich give less 
to charity
CHARITABLE donations by 
Britain’s wealthiest earners 
fell by more than 20 percent 
during the past decade even 
as their income increased 
significantly. 

A report from the Law 
Family Commission on Civil 
Society found that average 
donations by the top 
1 percent of earners fell by 
just over a fifth in real terms 
from the end of the 2011‑12 
tax year to 2018‑19. At the 
same time, the group’s 
income rose by 10 percent. 

It said that the average 
income of the top 1 percent 
rose from £247,000 to 
£271,000, while donations 
fell from £680 to £538 on 
average. 

However, poorer people 
gave more. Total charitable 
donations, including 
legacies and fundraising, 
rose from £14.8 billion to 
£19.6 billion over the eight 
year period. 

Water firms 
shit spending 
BRITAIN’S WATER and 
sewage companies have 
slashed investment in 
critical infrastructure by 
up to a fifth in the 30 years 
since they were privatised.

Total spending on 
important infrastructure fell 
by 15 percent just between 
2020 and 2021, according 
to a Financial Times analysis 
of the accounts of the ten 
largest providers in England 
and Wales.

The reductions have 
come despite a 31 percent 
real‑term increase in water 
bills since the 1990s—an 
average of £100 a year per 
household. 

That meant £72 billion 
in dividend payments to 
shareholders in the same 
period.

Stock markets 
2021 rocket
GLOBAL STOCK markets 
finished 2021 with 
double‑digit gains for the 
third year in a row. This 
reflects big companies 
boosted by cheap 
credit pumped out by 
governments  
and support payments.

The FTSE All‑World share 
index rose 16.7 percent 
in dollar terms in 2021, 
surpassing the previous 
year’s 14.1 percent increase.

“It has been incredible,” 
said Kristina Hooper, chief 
global market strategist at 
Invesco funds management 
firm. “Monetary policy, fiscal 
stimulus and the vaccine 
rollouts have been powerful 
engines for stocks.”



 Profit put before health
THE TORIES’ fear of 
damaging profits is 
driving their resistance 
to more effective Covid 
measures. 

Health secretary Sajid 
Javid last week insisted 
that Britain must “live 
alongside” the virus.

Writing in the Daily 
Mail newspaper, he 
proclaimed that England had 
“welcomed in 2022 with some of 
the least restrictive measures in 
Europe.”

“Curbs on our freedom must 
be an absolute last resort, and 
the British people rightly expect 
us to do everything in our power 
to avert them,” he wrote. “Since 

I came into this role six 
months ago, I’ve also 
been acutely conscious 
of the enormous health, 
social and economic 
costs of lockdowns. So 
I’ve been determined 
that we must give 
ourselves the best chance 
of living alongside the 
virus and avoiding strict 

measures in the future.” 
As his column hit the printing 

presses, one of Britain’s leading 
statisticians predicted that the 
actual number of daily Covid 
cases could be closer to half 
a million, more than double 
than the figures currently being 
recorded.

Cuts have 
led to 
disaster
ONE OF the most senior 
NHS bosses has attacked “a 
decade” of health cuts saying 
they are responsible for the 
service being unable to cope 
with the Omicron spike.

Chris Hopson, the head of 
the NHS Providers group, said 
that instead of investing in 
more care capacity, successive 
Tory governments had simply 
piled more pressure on to 
health workers.

The NHS has “not been 
able to grow capacity to meet 
growing demand,” he tweeted 
on 1 January.

Instead the health service 
“had to try to close the gap by 
asking staff to work harder, 
giving them an impossible 
workload, meaning they can’t 
provide the care they feel 
patients need.

“Staff flat out, especially 
given the level of staff 
absences.

“We will need to ask them 
to perform flexible heroics 
again if hospital Covid 
numbers continue to rise. We 
can’t keep doing this. Long 
term NHS capacity issues 
must be addressed.”

And Hopson had a warning 
for the future if a further 
spike in cases was detected 
from this weekend onwards.

“Next few days crucial,” he 
wrote. “Gvt must be ready to 
introduce new restrictions at 
pace if they’re needed.”

Workers 
fight for 
safety
PUSHBACK BY civil service 
workers in the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) forced bosses to 
introduce new coronavirus 
safety measures last month.

Workers at DWP offices 
including jobcentres 
reported that managers were 
attempting to reduce safety 
requirements, such as by 
scaling back cleaning.

But bosses backtracked 
after more than 1,200 PCS 
union members in the DWP 
joined an online meeting to 
debate their response. 

More than 90 percent of 
people at the meeting said 
they were prepared to use 
Section 44 of the Employment 
Rights Act to walk out on 
safety grounds.

Just one day later, DWP 
bosses said jobcentre 
workers could give claimants 
the option of attending 
appointments and interviews 
by phone.

Covid-19 cases explode 
due to Tories’ failures
by YURI PRASAD

BORIS JOHNSON took a mas-
sive gamble in the run up to New 
Year—and he used our lives as 
his stake.

Under pressure from the Tory right 
to refuse any additional Omicron 
safety measures, the embattled 
prime minister decided the rebels 
were more of a threat than the NHS 
being overrun by Covid.

As evidence grew of Omicron’s ter-
rible ability to infect even the vac-
cinated, the government announced 
only the mildest of restrictions in 
England.

And it even cut the time people 
with Covid have to self-isolate from 
ten to seven days—increasing the risk 
of people spreading the infection. 

Now the price of Johnson’s wager 
is clear. Infection figures are through 
the roof, and millions are unable to 
work as a result. The government 
this week told public sector bosses 
to prepare for having up to a quarter 
of staff off work with Covid.

Health and social care bosses 
already report there are so many 
absences that conditions are rou-
tinely unsafe.

According to the Sunday Times 
newspaper some 40,325 health 
workers were off work sick on 31 
December—an increase of 62  percent 
in five days.

The figure included 19,143 nurses 
and midwives, and 2,120 doctors.

The report also noted that some 
patients were waiting up to 40 hours 
to be seen in A&E units and that vital 
operations are being delayed.

Hospitals across Lincolnshire this 
week declared a “critical incident” 
over “extreme and unprecedented” 
staff shortages.

The United Lincolnshire Hospital 
Trust said it is “unable to main-
tain safe staffing levels” leading to 

“compromised care” across its sites.
West Midlands Ambulance ser-

vice bosses said that so many staff 
were off work that even the high-
est  category of 999 calls were left 
 waiting, and that there was “a major 
risk to patient safety”.

And it’s not just healthcare that 
is being affected. Fire services have 
been hit with almost a third of 
London’s fire engines out of action at 
points in the week before Christmas.

With a new term starting, schools 
will be next onto the frontline.

The Tories’ failure to develop a 
Covid education plan means they 
could easily become epicentres for a 

further spike in infection.
The department for Education 

made a series of last minute moves 
this week, announcing that masks 
should be worn at all times in 
 secondary schools. This brought 
England into line with Scotland and 
Wales.

The department also announced a 
limited number of classroom air puri-
fiers could be purchased.

Education secretary Nadhim 
Zahawi insisted that lack of staff 
could be dealt with by merging 
classes so that perhaps 60 or even 
90 pupils are grouped together. It is 
not possible to keep schools safe from 

Covid under these circumstances— 
and neither is it possible for pupils to 
learn. Unions should act.

Zahawi’s instruction reveals the 
Tories thinking on schools. For all 
the talk about “lost education” the 
real focus is on keeping schools open 
under all circumstances so the Tories 
can proclaim its “business as usual”.

Much of this shambles could have 
been avoided with resources, good 
preventative measures and forward 
planning. But Johnson was never 
interested in the fate of ordinary 
people. His high stakes game was 
only to ensure his own political 
survival.

JOHNSON CONFRONTED by a member of the public on a Covid ward last year
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Johnson on 
thin ice as 
inflation hits 
workers and 
the poorest
by CHARLIE KIMBER

BORIS JOHNSON remains as 
prime minister, but his reign in 
10 Downing Street hangs by a 
thread.

As his poll ratings slump and 
his MPs worry he’s a vote loser, 
he  survives only because of estab-
lishment cover-ups and a lack of 
 resistance to finish him off.

He will be relieved that in a gross 
whitewash, he is expected to be 
cleared of breaking the ministerial 
code over payments for his Downing 
Street flat refurbishment.

Lord Geidt led an inquiry that 
cleared the prime minister of 
 wrongdoing in May, but then was 
made aware of WhatsApp messages 
which suggested Johnson had lied 
to him.

Geidt will reportedly say Johnson 
did some bad things, but not bad 
enough to bring him down.

The Tories will hope the same can 
be done over a series of parties that 
contemptuously broke lockdown 
rules.

Squeeze
But Johnson won’t find it so easy to 
escape widespread fury at a series of 
hammer blows against working class 
living standards.

The Resolution Foundation think 
tank predicted 2022 will be “the 
year of the squeeze” as the  average 
household is left £1,200 a year 
worse off by changes in the next few 
months.

Privatised energy firms are set 
to push through 50 percent rises in 
April, and then a further big increase 
is set for October.

A review this spring of the price 
cap—which restricts how much 
energy firms can change—is expected 
to see it rise from £1,277 a year for 
an average user to around £2,000.

Disgracefully, the price cap for 
prepaid meters, used by the poorest 
people, is already £1,309 and could 
hit well over £2,000.

Rail fares will rise by 3.8  percent in 
March. At the same time  broadband 
and mobile phone packages could 
rise by as much as 9 percent. They 
are based on the January infla-
tion figure plus 3.9 percent. On 6 

April the Tories’ National Insurance 
Contributions rise will hit almost all 
British workers.

They will pay 13.25  percent on 
what they earn above a £797 a 
month threshold. That’s up from 
12 percent now.

And a four-year freeze on income 
tax thresholds will start. This means 
that if wages rise at all, even if it’s 
well below the inflation rate, then 
workers will pay more tax.

The Resolution Foundation says 
these measures combined will leave 
the average household £600 a year 
worse off.

Pension
The state pension will rise in April. 
But only by 3.1 percent. If infla-
tion remains as high as it is now, 
the  pension rise will be vastly 
 outstripped by the rise in living costs.

Universal Credit—cut by £20 
a week last year—and other 
 benefit rates will also rise only by 
3.1  percent, another real terms cut.

And councils will hit millions of 
people with a council tax rise of at 
least 3 percent in April. As many as 
a third of England’s councils will be 
allowed to raise the tax by even more.

The assault on living standards is 
a challenge to trade unions and the 
whole of the left.

BORIS JOHNSON has survived so far but a working class fight could finish his reign

Starmer’s Labour lead in polls is 
used to push party further right
by NICK CLARK

KEIR STARMER and his right 
wing supporters are buoyed by 
signs that the Labour Party could 
benefit from the Tories’ crisis.

A recent poll in the Mail on 
Sunday newspaper found that 
more than 100 Tory MPs could 
lose their seats in a general 
election.

The newspaper commissioned 
a survey in 57 “Red Wall” 
constituencies that the Tories 
gained from Labour in the 2019 
general election. The Tories’ wins 
there were held up as signs that 
Labour had lost working class 
supporters because it was seen 
as too left wing.

The survey found 49 percent 
of people would vote for Labour 
over the Tories. And it found that 
38 percent of people preferred 
Starmer as prime minister.

The newspaper also suggested 
that support for Labour was 
leading by 5 percent. It said that 
if this was repeated in a general 
election, the Tories could lose 
their majority in parliament.

Right wing Labour members 
and MPs say the Tories’ crisis is 

a sign that Starmer’s shift to the 
right is working.

Media pundits and 
establishment commentators 
hailed the new right wing 
shadow ministers that Starmer 
recently appointed.

And they want Starmer to push 
even further right.

Nationalism
That means doubling down on 
Labour’s pandering to anti-
refugee racism, nationalism and 
support for war.

In an interview with the 
Financial Times newspaper, 

Blairite shadow minister Peter 
Kyle said Starmer’s drive to 
the right handed Labour “an 
opportunity to be heard that we 
must not squander”.

The right’s celebrations pose a 
challenge to left wing members 
of the Labour Party. It shows 
that it’s not enough to rely 
on Labour’s polling results to 
oppose Starmer’s leadership.

Even if Starmer’s Labour can 
beat the Tories in an election, it 
will be a party that prioritises the 
interests of big business. 

The Labour Party makes a 
show of criticising the Tories’ 
failures over Covid. But its 
leading MPs shy away from 
calling any measures that might 
damage profits.

That means Starmer’s Labour 
will refuse to support workers 
who take action over Covid safety 
at work—as it opposed teachers 
who walked out last year.

Labour left group Momentum 
called on left wing members 
to “stay and fight” inside the 
Labour Party last month.

But that means propping up 
and campaigning for a Labour 
Party committed to defending the 
status quo.
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Labour party members campaign in 
the North Shropshire by-election

FIGURE IT OUT

53%
Increase of the price cap for 
prepaid meters, used by the 
poorest people

13.25%
Rate of National Insurance, 
up from 12 percent

£1,200
The amount the average 
household will be worse off 
each year 

  

More online
For more on the political crisis, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

Unions need to put up a 
fight over cost of living
“BRITAIN needs a 
pay rise,” said TUC 
general secretary 
Frances O’Grady 
in an end of year 
message. Well, 
certainly workers do.

O’Grady rightly 
adds, “Real wages for 
millions are less than 
they were before 
the bankers’ crisis 
in 2008. And, unless 
ministers act now, the 
future looks bleak.”

But we know that 
ministers won’t act 
in workers’ interests. 
So what’s going to 
happen?

Unfortunately 
O’Grady is silent on 
any action to force 
their hand.

Unite general 
secretary Sharon 
Graham was better. 
She said, “Unite 
will have no truck 
with the Bank of 
England’s call for 
wage restraint.

“Unite will pursue 

and win wage deals 
that reflect the true 
cost of living.

“We have 
warned employers 
that we reject the 
undercutting CPI 
measure preferred 
by business and the 
government because 
it swindles workers 
out of pay and 
pensions.”

But that means 

rejecting pay offers 
that are below the 
RPI rate, presently 
7 percent, and 
pushing for rises of 
RPI-plus, particularly 
for workers who 
have seen pay cuts 
over the last decade.

The Tories are 
weak. Why should 
they be allowed 
to push through 
assaults?

Universities need more strikes 
AFTER AN impressive 
year of struggle 
last year, university 
workers must escalate 
strikes to fight for 
their pensions, pay 
and equality in 2022. 

The members of the 
UCU union engaged 
in two separate but 
connected disputes 
last year, the first over 
cuts to the Universities 
Superannuation 
Scheme (USS) 
pensions scheme. 

The second over the 
“four fights”—equal 
pay, casual contracts, 
workload and a real 
term pay rise. 

Other local disputes 
at Liverpool University, 
the Royal College of 
Art and Goldsmiths 
university also showed 
a mood to fight back. 

Branches that didn’t 
meet the turnout 
of over 50 percent, 
required by anti-trade 
unions laws, have 
been able to reballot 
from 6 December. 

UCU members are 
campaigning for a 
larger turnout for a 
wider, more impactful 
strike escalation.

Ballots will close on 
Friday of next week. 

Last year rank and 
file members of the 
union fought against 
attempts by the union 
leaders to confine 
strikes to just one 
day. 

It was a victory for 
members that three 
days of strikes were 
taken in December, 
but even more days of 
strikes are needed to 
win. 

Every effort should 
be made to ensure 
as many branches as 
possible vote for action.

More branches 
joining the fight can 
escalate and deepen 
strikes and force the 
bosses to give in to 
workers demands.
Sophie Squire

Push for council pay fightback
A STRIKE ballot by 
more than 375,000 
council and school 
workers in England 
and Wales is set to 
end on Friday of next 
week.

Members of the 
Unison union are 
gearing up for a major 
battle after council 
bosses offered them 
a pay increase that’s 
well below inflation—

effectively a pay cut. It 
comes after more than 
a decade of similar 
pay cuts and freezes 
that have left low-
paid council workers 
struggling.

Unison activists say 
it is crucial to use the 
final days of the ballot 
to push for a high 
turnout.

Liz Wheatley, a 
council worker and 

member of Unison’s 
national executive 
council, told Socialist 
Worker, “There is still 
time to remind people 
to vote. 

“Contact as many 
members as possible. 
Phone them up and 
make sure they’ve sent 
the ballot back. 

“And if they have, 
ask them if they can 
help contact others.”

Unite’s Sharon Graham wants ‘real’ wage rises

UCU on strike 

NEW YEAR 
NEW WEBSITE 

socialistworker.co.uk

Our new website brings together stories 
of struggles the mainstream won’t 
report, help you find socialist meetings, 
protests and strikes and Marxist ideas 
and activism to change the world. 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

 STRUGGLE IS CRUCIAL IN A 
WORLD OF HOPE AND HORROR

 W
ORLD leaders and 
their rich friends are 
hoping 2022 will be a 
good year for them. 
They want to make 

as much money as possible off the 
backs of working class people while 
suppressing resistance and pushing 
divisions.

Last year they tried to sweep 
climate chaos under the carpet. 
At conferences such as the G20 
and Cop26, rulers made it seem as 
though they were putting measures 
in place. But all the while they 
protected polluting industries.

And from assaults on protesting 
to the pushback against refugees at 
borders worldwide, our rights have 
been under attack.

The Tories’ policing and borders 
bills came alongside the rise of the 
far right across Europe, especially 
in France where Islamophobia is 
rampant. Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil 
and Narendra Modi in India also 
rallied their far right supporters.

And in a battle for global and 
economic dominance, governments 
of the US and China continue to 
build hostility and threaten war.

In the last two years of a 
worldwide pandemic, the rich have 
managed to find ways to make 
themselves richer at our cost.

Technology company Apple has 
just hit $3 trillion (£2.22 trillion)—
triple its pandemic low in March 
2020. Meanwhile Apple factory 
workers in Chennai, India, work for 
£3.50 a day eating rotten food and 
sleeping in dormitories with up to 
30 people.

In Britain the hike in living costs 
will go straight into the pockets of 
directors and shareholders—or to 
the Tories to splurge on contracts 
for their mates.

But resistance in the last year 
has also revived and confronted 
these horrors.

Revolution in Sudan is resisting 
a brutal coup and fighting for 
ordinary people’s power. And 
workers in Myanmar also still fight 

a deadly military takeover.
Farmers in India won a 

successful battle against a far right 
government. And the left resisted 
in Tunisia, Colombia and Chile as 
workers in Iran and South Africa 
struck.

Anti-racists across the world 
continued to fight for black lives 
and against institutional racism. 
And we didn’t believe the lies that 
20 years of war in Afghanistan was 
justifiable. 

Palestinian people in occupied 
territories were met with 
worldwide solidarity as they 
battled against an Israeli war 
machine determined to humiliate 
them. 

In Britain anger against the 
Tories culminated in mass 
movements against the police, for 
women’s rights and against the 
assault on refugees.

This hope and spirit of 
resistance has to be taken into 
2022 to ensure world leader’s and 
the rich and powerful know we are 
coming for them.

In this time of crisis, 
complacency and compromise 
aren’t enough. For socialists our 
New Year’s resolution must be 
a bigger fightback, more militant 
unity—and revolution.

PLEASE USE OUR NEW WEBSITE
 IF YOU visit Socialist Worker 

online from Wednesday this 
week, you will notice some big 

changes.
We’ve got a new website. We 

hope you’ll find it a useful tool.
Whether it’s in the workplace, 

or the anti-racist, climate change, 
anti-war, LGBT+ or Palestine 
solidarity movements, Socialist 
Worker wants to be there in 
person and online.

Socialist Worker has always 
been more than an alternative 
to the mainstream media. What 

makes us different is that we want 
our readers to use our news and 
analysis to build resistance. 

We want to report on every 
strike to highlight every example of 
working class people fighting back. 
We do that to encourage support 
and solidarity for strikers, but also 
to intervene with arguments about 
how they can win.

We do the same in every 
movement. Every struggle raises 
questions about the system and 
how best to fight it. Why are the 
police so racist, for instance? Or 

what does “system change, not 
climate change” actually mean?

Socialist Worker takes on such 
arguments to be read, debated and 
acted on by people in the heart of 
the struggle. Our newspaper has 
always brought all these questions 
together to argue for a socialist 
alternative—and the revolutionary 
organisation needed to win it.

Our website does the same 
online. Share the articles and sign 
up for our daily Breakfast In Red 
morning email. You can find it all at 
socialistworker.co.uk

For socialists 
our New Year’s 
resolution must 
be a bigger 
fightback  

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Blair’s ‘honour’ is a 
symbol of the system 
HAPPY NEW Year. In case you were in any doubt 
about what 2022 could be like, the queen should have 
removed it by making Tony Blair a Knight of the Garter.

This is an honour under her personal control rather than, 
like the more routine knighthoods and OBEs, belonging to the 
prime minister’s patronage.

Elizabeth Windsor is telling us that evil will continue to 
prosper.

The Order of the Garter was founded by her remote ancestor 
King Edward III during the 1340s. He is mainly remembered 
for starting the most terrible conflict of the Middle Ages—the 
Hundred Years War—by claiming the throne of France.

Edward, and most famously his great grandson Henry V, 
campaigned relentlessly in France, winning many battles but 
not the war.

The English soldiers’ killing and pillaging exacerbated the 
terrible suffering of the French peasantry in this era. Edward 
was king during the Black Death. This was the outbreak of 
bubonic plague in the late 1340s and early 1350s that is 
estimated to have killed a third of the population of Europe.

But like Covid today, this pandemic wasn’t a purely 
biological phenomenon. It unfolded against the background 
of the crisis of the feudal mode of production that broke out 
around 1300.

Social relations dominated by the lords’ use of military 
and judicial power to exploit the peasantry blocked economic 
growth. This gave rise to a succession of famines that made 
people more vulnerable to plague.

The Marxist historian Guy Bois has described what he 
calls “Hiroshima in Normandy”. This was no less than three 
catastrophes in eastern Normandy between 1348 and 1440 
in which war, famine, and plague combined to kill half the 
population.

Blair is therefore a worthy member of the order Edward 
inaugurated. He was one of the main architects of catastrophe 
in Afghanistan and Iraq under their occupation by the United 
States and its allies. But, despite the exposure of his lies and 
culpable negligence, especially in the lead-up to the invasion of 
Iraq, he got away scot-free.

Finally forced from office after supporting Israel’s invasion 
of Lebanon in 2006, Blair has swanked about since as a “world 
statesman”. He’s making tens of millions of pounds advising 
banks and tyrants.

For a while, however, he was under a shadow thanks to the 
anti-war movement’s opposition to the bloodshed in Iraq and 
to the destruction caused by the occupation.

Now Blair seems back in favour. Indeed, I think he’s become 
a symbol.

In the mid-1920s the German radical artist George Grosz 
produced a collection of caricatures called The Face of 
the Ruling Class. Here he drew faces distorted by greed. It 
included the bosses and generals who profited from world 
war and inflation, and murdered revolutionaries such as Rosa 
Luxemburg.

Face
Blair is the face of the ruling class today. More importantly, 
just as in the 14th century, the poor are vulnerable to war and 
plague, while murderers and exploiters proclaim their good 
intentions. 

Beneath a cool, smiling ruling class, the capitalist machinery 
of death grinds on remorselessly—as the Netflix satire Don’t 
Look Up portrays so well.

This is also a moment of particularly gross corruption at the 
top. The conviction of Ghislaine Maxwell has drawn attention 
to the evil network of the rich and famous Jeffrey Epstein wove 
around him. And we have in Boris Johnson a prime minister 
who is as unscrupulous and mendacious as Blair.

The difference is the insufferable atmosphere of virtue 
with which Blair surrounds himself. Maybe the queen and her 
advisers think the establishment needs another dose of Blair’s 
self-righteous posing. This is surely a sign of weakness at a time 
when Western imperialism is increasingly on the defensive.

Relying on Tony Blair to buff up the image of the ruling class 
calls to mind one of those mediaeval church paintings dating 
back to the Black Death.

These portray pillars of the aristocracy—a pious pope, a 
beautiful noblewoman, a valiant knight in armour—suddenly 
revealing their real face, a grinning death’s head.

Ghislaine Maxwell conviction 
is damning for prince Andrew 
by SIMON BASKETTER

PRINCE ANDREW kept 
socialising with Ghislaine 
Maxwell for years after 
her paedophile  boyfriend 
J e f f rey  E p s t e i n  wa s 
accused of abuse. He was 
the guest of honour at her 
50th birthday party.

Andrew attended the 
 celebrations at London’s five 
star Dorchester Hotel more 
than a year after he allegedly 
severed ties with Epstein.

He met her while Epstein 
was under arrest for abuse.

Maxwell was convicted 
in the US last week of child 
 sex-trafficking charges. 

One of the victims, Virginia 
Giuffre, is suing Andrew 
for “punitive damages” in a 
 separate civil lawsuit. 

She has accused the duke 
of sexually abusing her on 
three occasions when she 
was 17.

A federal  judge has 
ordered a previously secret 
legal document to be made 
public for the first time on 
Monday. 

It is a settlement  agreement 
between Giuffre and Epstein 
in 2009 after she sued the 
late financier for years of 
abuse.

A judge was set to rule 
how this affects the case as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press.

Andrew f irst  abused 
Giuffre in March 2001 at 
Maxwell’s London home. She 
says Andrew knew she was 

trafficked and that he sexu-
ally assaulted her on two fur-
ther occasions that year. This 
was at Epstein’s New York 
mansion and on his private 
Caribbean island.

Lawyers for the royal 
have accused Giuffre of 
 seeking “another payday” at 
his expense. Giuffre was a 
victim rather than a recruiter 
of other teenage girls, as the 
prince’s lawyers claim. 

Argued
They previously argued they 
had never met.

The duke was also named 
in the Maxwell trial as one of 
several rich people who had 
flown on Epstein’s private jet.

Andrew claims he was 
first introduced to Epstein by 

Maxwell in 1999. An image 
produced by prosecutors 
revealed that he invited the 
couple to stay at the Queen’s 
log cabin in Balmoral the 
same year.

E p s t e i n  w a s  f i r s t 
 investigated by police in 
Florida in 2005. In 2008 he 
negotiated a plea deal which 
led to him being jailed for 13 
months for procuring a girl 
under 18 for prostitution.

Over 50 girls had provided 
evidence against him. 

But a 53-page indict-
ment drawn up by federal 
prosecutors was shelved as 
part of a deal brokered by 
 high-powered and politically 
connected lawyers.

E p s t e i n  w a s  g i v e n 
 “valuable consideration” for 

information he had  supplied 
to investigators in other 
murky cases. 

He  used  vu lnerab le 
 teenagers, staging orgies 
on board his private jet and 
flying girls as young as 12 to 
“topless parties”. Epstein and 
Maxwell referred to the girls 
and young women as “trash”.

Lawyers for one 14  year old 
whose stepmother initially 
triggered the investigation 
accused Epstein in a  lawsuit 
of cynically seeking out 
 “economically  disadvantaged 
underage girls”.

That was because they 
would be “less likely to com-
plain to authorities or have 
credibility if allegations 
of improper conduct were 
made”.

PAEDOPHILE JEFFREY Epstein and his child-trafficker partner Ghislaine Maxwell

Epstein befriended US presidents
JEFFREY Epstein’s contact 
book contained the names 
of at least two former 
presidents. 

The late sex offender’s 
pilot testified during 
Maxwell’s trial that 
Donald Trump and Bill 
Clinton both flew aboard 
his private jet.

Trump was accused in 
a lawsuit of raping a 13 
year old girl in 1994 at an 
orgy hosted by Epstein. 

The lawsuit was 
dropped.

Clinton flew on 
Epstein’s jet upwards of 

26 times. Photos surfaced 
of Clinton being given 
a massage by Chauntae 
Davies—who was raped 
by Epstein—during a trip 
to Africa in 2002.

The head of Barclays 
bank resigned last year 
over his connections with 
Epstein.

Presidents, princes 
and the powerful stand 
accused. 

The conviction of 
Maxwell should be the 
start not the end of the 
process of justice for the 
victims.Andrew and Victoria Giuffre
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Asylum seeking children 
at high risk of self harm 
by ISABEL RINGROSE

THE TORIES are committed to 
making refugees as unwelcome 
as possible in 2022.

Children who arrive in Britain 
alone to seek asylum are at risk of 
self-harm and suicide,  according 
to 25 child and migrant rights 
organisations.

The risk is “exacerbated by 
Home Office failures to decide the 
 children’s asylum claims”.

Children are waiting longer than 
adults for a decision on their claim. 
Those who received a decision last 
year were waiting on average 550 
days, compared with 449 days for 
adults.

At least 11 children who came 
to Britain committed suicide, many 
awaiting a decision on their claim.

The backlog in children’s asylum 
cases existed before the pandemic but 
was made worse when Home Office 
interviews stopped in March 2020.

Meanwhile suicidal asylum 
 seekers were subject to force by 
guards who were allowed to remain 
on duty despite being “effectively 
uncertified” in the safe use of 
restraint techniques.

In te rna l  documents  log -
ging conditions inside Brook 
House at Gatwick Airport found 
the Home Office deployed cus-
tody staff in March 2020 whose 
 training had expired, giving them a 
“dispensation”.

This was while it pushed a 
 fast-track programme to deport 
hundreds of people who cross the 
Channel.

Many detainees are believed 
to have been survivors of torture 
and trafficking. Officers used force 
to prevent self-harm on 62 occa-
sions from July to December. One 
torture survivor who attempted 

suicide said, “I thought at least if I 
kill myself, they’ll be able to learn 
a lesson—they’ll listen, and they 
wouldn’t treat other people the way 
they treated us.”

Redirect
Claims have also been made against 
the Home Office that officials regu-
larly redirect those stranded in the 
Channel to French emergency ser-
vices after they make calls in British 
waters.

The consequence of this saw 
some 27 people lose their lives on 
24 November after repeated distress 

calls were made to both countries’ 
coastguads.

Relatives of two of the men lost 
at sea have started a legal process 
calling for an independent public 
inquiry. Utopia 56, a refugee char-
ity in France, has complained to 
prosecutors.

But the Home Office has been 
defeated in the court of appeal after 
four asylum seekers had prison sen-
tences overturned for driving small 
boats across the Channel.

Three of the men who appealed 
had their convictions quashed and 
a fourth’s is pending as the Crown 

Prosecution Service looks for a 
retrial. The men were convicted 
for assisting unlawful immigration 
after being filmed driving dinghies. 
The Tories’ Nationality and Borders 
bill will make this a crime.

Seven similar cases are due to be 
heard in January.

Home secretary Priti Patel has 
already made it clear she’ll stop ref-
ugees from entering Britain. Anti-
racists have to resist the attacks.

Stand Up To Racism’s demonstra-
tions in London and Glasgow on 19 
March and Cardiff on 20 March are 
an important focus.

A CHILD refugee arrives in Britain after crossing the Channel

Just 1 in 4 Afghan refugees in permanent homes.

ABOUT 12,000 Afghan 
refugees have started 2022 
in hotels, as the government 
claims there are not enough 
permanent homes available.

Of the 16,500 people 
airlifted from Afghanistan 
since August last year 
only 4,000 have moved 
into a home or are in the 
process of being moved.

By the end of September, 
councils in Yorkshire and 
the Humber had settled 213 
Afghans, compared with just 
24 across all London councils.

London council officials, 

hosting at least 4,000 
refugees in hotels, described 
the situation as “chaos”.

And there are concerns 
about the unsuitability of 
hotels to accommodate the 
large number of children. 
Children start school 
and risk being uprooted 
across the country.

Housing grants were made 
available for new arrivals, but 
Afghans who arrived after 
31 August aren’t eligible.

Those in hotels are not able 
to work because they don’t 
have permanent addresses.

Poverty 
hits black 
children 
hardest
MORE THAN half of black 
children in Britain live 
in poverty and are twice 
as likely to grow up poor 
compared to white children.

Over the last ten years the 
number of black children in 
poor households more than 
doubled.

Across different ethnicities, 
Bangladeshi children were 
found to be the poorest with 
61 percent living in a poor 
household. 

Children in families of 
Pakistani origin were at 55 
percent and black African or 
Caribbean or black British at 
53 percent.

Meanwhile 26 percent 
of white children were in 
poverty. The 2.9 million white 
children living in poverty are 
the largest ethnic cohort—
comprising 68 percent of all 
children in poverty.

Biggest
Black children are the next 
biggest group with more than 
400,000 living in poverty, 
comprising 10 percent of 
child poverty.

Among some ethnicities, 
children are more likely to be 
living in poverty now than a 
decade ago. 

In 2010-11 50 percent 
of children of Pakistani 
ethnicity were living in poor 
households.

For black children it rose 
9 percent and for white 
children, 2 percent.

Overall in 2019-20, 
4.3 million children—defined 
as a person under 16 or aged 
16 to 19 and in full-time 
education—were living in 
poverty households. 

This accounts for 
31 percent of Britain’s 
children, compared to 
27 percent in 2010-11.

The rate of poverty faced 
by all children is shocking. 
But the figures also underline 
the Tories lie when they say  
institutional racism does not 
exist.A PROTEST in defence of refugees
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Sudanese
revolution 
forces out 
puppet PM
Now the movement on the streets 
has to step up the fight against the 
military rulers, says Charlie Kimber

MASS STREET protests that 
defied brutal repression have 
forced the resignation of Sudan’s 
prime minister Abdalla Hamdok.

Hamdok announced he was 
 stepping down on Sunday—the 
same day that security forces killed 
three people during the latest round 
of big demonstrations.

Hamdok’s fall signals the end of 
his sell-out deal in November with 
general Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, 
who led the military coup that 
removed him a month earlier. 

There is no longer supposedly 
democratic camouflage to cover the 
reality of directly repressive rule. 

The central reason Hamdok had 
to go was because he had become a 
puppet without any mass support.

The US, Britain, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Nations all backed 
Hamdok in the hope he could blunt 
the anger against the generals. But 
most of the pro-democracy forces 
saw through him.

Ever since the coup on 25 October 
last year, people have courageously 
joined mass street protests—risking 
their lives every time they march. 
Security forces have killed at least 
57 protesters since the coup.

The police and army fired tear gas 
at tens of thousands of  protesters 
trying to march towards the pres-
idential palace in Khartoum on 
Thursday of last week. They killed 
at least four people. 

Cruel
Sudanese activist Zeinab said, “The 
police are cruel. They deliberately 
fire tear gas canisters at people to 
try to injure or kill them. It is heroic 
that there are still protests.”

In the last few days, there have 
been more and more reports of 
the arrest and disappearance of 
leading members of the grassroots 
 resistance committees. 

These are the locally-based 
groups that have provided the 
momentum for the resistance. They 
have organised alternative  networks 
that deliver services, organise for 
the demonstrations and defy the 
authorities’ control of the streets.

Sudanese activist Shada told 
Socialist Worker, “The commit-
tees are the heartbeat of the revo-
lution. The generals want to end 
the  movement and that is why they 
target these activists.”

Soldiers also tried to crush 
 resistance on 25 December, when 
tens of thousands took to the streets.

But protesters still got near the 
presidential palace that day.

Break
The resistance now has to break 
completely from any reliance on the 
“international community” or those 
who want compromises with the 
military. The anti-coup forces have 
to become more militant and to 
pose an alternative centre of power 
to al-Burhan and the generals. 

Widespread strikes, linked to the 
mass demonstrations, can be the 
way for the resistance committees 
to take control into their own hands.

The liberal anti-coup groups, 
such as the Forces for Freedom and 
Change, cannot offer a way forward. 
They seek to constrain the resistance 
within the confines of mainstream 
methods and elite agreements.

The victory over Hamdok has to 
be a launchpad for more resistance.

 

On other pages...
Answers to questions about 
revolution>Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
The revolution in Sudan began 
in December 2018
lMass protests forced dictator 
Omar al-Bashir to resign in 2019
lBut an agreement ended in 
‘power sharing’ between the 
military and the pro-democracy 
movement
lThe military overthrew the 
civilian prime minister in October 
last year
lProtests won his 
reinstatement—but he revived 
the sell-out agreement

PROTESTERS IN Khartoum on Sunday 

SOUTH AMERICA

Left wins presidential election in 
Chile—now how much will change?
HUNDREDS OF thousands of 
people celebrated the victory of 
left presidential candidate Gabriel 
Boric and the defeat of far right 
Antonio Kast in elections in Chile 
last month.

Boric, who made a name for 
himself leading protests against 
the privatisation of education in 
2011, became the second ever 
president to receive more than four 
million votes.

His election comes after 
powerful mass protests against 
neoliberalism and inequality that 
hit Chile in 2019.

One major demand that the 
movement won was the rewriting 
of the constitution that had been in 
place since the 1973 dictatorship 
of Augusto Pinochet.

Had Kast won it would have 
been a major boost to the far right. 
His father was a member of the 
German Nazi party who escaped to 
Chile after the Second World War 
with forged documents.

Antonio Kast opposes abortion, 
same-sex marriage and wanted to 
abolish the Ministry of Women and 
Gender Equality.

He counted among his 

supporters Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro 
and said he was in support of the 
“economic legacy” of Pinochet.

Such a programme meant 
that even many who were not 
enthusiastic about Boric voted for 
him to keep Kast out.

Boric promised reforms to the 
free market economy, changes to 
the pension system and human 
rights protections for indigenous 
and LGBT+ people.

Many workers and the poor will 
now expect change. But there are 
clear limits to Boric’s radicalism.

Eager
Throughout his election campaign, 
he was eager to get the support of 
right wingers. 

So he demanded action against 
those accused of “burning and 
looting” during the October 2019 
uprising. Boric ignored the way 
that cops had made up such 
charges and brutalised protesters.

He also refuses to call for 
pardons for those jailed under 
the “anti-barricade” law, which 
increased punishment for those 
who build barricades.

Boric was central to the “Peace 

Agreement” of November 2019. 
This saved outgoing president 
Sebastian Pinera’s and meant no 
action against those who had led 
the repression of demonstrations.

He has also committed to 
following the austerity measures in 
the 2022 budget and implementing 
“fiscal responsibility.”

Boric heads a political coalition 
that includes the Frente Amplio 
(Broad Front) and Chile’s 
Communist Party. But the left and 
right in parliament have nearly 
the same number of seats, adding 
to the likely blockages to change 
through mainstream methods.

Since the fall of the Pinochet 
dictatorship in 1990, a succession 
of right and left governments have 
failed workers and the poor.

That’s why people rose up in 
October 2019 against poverty and 
inequality.

But they were let down by the 
traditional left forces that diverted 
an explosive revolt into elections.

It will take a movement on the 
streets and in workplaces, not in 
parliament, to force Boric to keep 
his promises and to go further.
Sophie Squire
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The strengths and limits of Steve Biko 
THANK YOU for the article 
on Steve Biko (Socialist 
Worker, 8 December) 
which brought back 
memories of how important 
he was to me as a young 
man.

The assertion of black 
pride mixed with an 
understanding of the 
structural roots of 
oppression was a revelation 
to me. 

And it was also an 
inspiration to struggle.

And I think there are 
many different ways to 
interpret what he said 
about capitalism. 

Sometimes he seemed to 
say that black people could 
invade and seize capitalism.

At others he wanted to 
tear down the whole 
structure.  

But Biko does not speak 
so strongly to me today. In 
South Africa today the 
struggle is against a 
back-led government. 

Many of its leading 

figures have some past 
connection with the 
struggle against apartheid.

It is not very central to 
say simply that “black is 
beautiful”. 

Perhaps Biko would have 
tried to say that a president 
that oppresses the poor and 
has a record of shooting 
down strikers is not really 
black in a political sense. 
But that’s stretching it to 
breaking point. 

Cyril Ramaphosa is an 
authentic black man, but 
he’s also one who serves 
the capitalists and has been 
richly rewarded for his 
service.

Beke Celo 
Cape Town on Facebook
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What I want 
for 2022 is...
CAN THIS be the year 
when we start to see a 
real increase in strikes 
and protests?

It would be so good 
to have a movement 
on the scale of Black 
Lives matter allied to 
a sustained level of 
workers’ actions.

It better happen soon 
or it’s going to be too 
late for most of us

Rachael Halliday
West London

lTHIS HAS to be 
the year when the 
Scottish National 
Party at last moves to 
a new referendum on 
independence.

They have the 
mandate, they have 
plenty of reasons to 
ditch the Tories and the 
British state, and there 
couldn’t be a better 
time to go for it.

And if there’s a vote I 
think independence will 
emerge as the winner.

Stuart Morran
Glasgow

lI HOPE 2022 will see  a 
major split in the Labour 
Party and the emergence 
of a genuine left wing 
alternative to Keir 
Starmer.

If Labour doesn’t 
allow Jeremy Corbyn 
back as an MP, he should 
say now he will run in 
Islington at the next 
general election as the 
leader of a new party. 

And he should 
challenge the other 
Labour lefts to stand 
alongside him.

It would give so 
much new energy to the 
movement. I would love 
to vote and campaign for 
such an endeavour.

John Ellis
North London

lCOULD THE left pay 
a little less attention 
to what’s happening on 
social media and just 
a bit more attention to 
social life?

Shabber Ahmed
West London

Read about 
Indian fight
I READ Yuri Prasad’s 
review of Sardar Udham 
with interest (Socialist 
Worker, 30 November).

To read more, I would 
highly recommend The 
Patient Assassin by 
Anita Anand, whose 
grandfather was present 
at Jallianwala Bagh.

She also wrote 
Sophia: Princess, 
Suffragette and 
Revolutionary.

 Val Dissington
South London

Just a 
thought...Forward to 

university 
strikes now
AFTER THREE days of 
strikes last year across 58 
universities with tens of 
thousands of staff taking 
action, more has to be done 
to fight for pensions, 
equality, better contracts 
and fairer workloads.

The UCU union general 
secretary Jo Grady has 
commented that this “is just 
the beginning” and “more 
widespread and escalating 
industrial action in the new 
year” is coming.

We need to get the word 
out to students to prevent 
them from misdirecting 
their anger during the 
strikes.

Otherwise some could 
take out their frustration at 
the lack of classes on their 
lecturers. 

Instead, students should 
be angry towards the 
universities for creating 
these poor working 
conditions.

They should support 
their lecturers in continuing 
to strike.

The misdirected 
frustration often comes 
from a lack of information.  

In Bristol, we will be 
campaigning and making it 
clear that students will 
benefit from staff winning 
better pensions and 
equalities. 

I think in the past year 
this student solidarity with 
lecturers has gained real 
traction. 

It is vital that strikes 
escalate so that university 
managers realise a change 
has to be made. 

We must keep fighting 
for stronger strikes this 
year. 

Charlotte Goodwin
University of Bristol

Build Palestine solidarity 
after activists acquitted 
THE ACQUITTAL before 
Christmas of three Palestine 
Action activists is a victory 
for Palestine solidarity. 

They had been charged 
with criminal damage 
against the Israeli weapons 
manufacturer Elbit. 

This “criminal damage” 
constituted them locking 
onto the gates and throwing 
red paint over the premises 
of the weapons company’s 
subsidiary, UAV engines, in 
Shenstone, Staffordshire. 

Israel uses Elbit’s “smart 
weaponry” in its 
bombardment of Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza. 

Components for combat 

drones are manufactured at 
the Shenstone factory. The 
past year has seen renewed 
public interest in the 
struggle against the illegal 
Israeli occupation of 
Palestine. 

This verdict is another 
reason to keep piling the 
pressure on the 
settler-colonial state of Israel 
and all who give it succour. 

Joining the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions 
movement is one means of 
support. Another is to join 
the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign.

Dave Clinch
Torrington, Devon  

Stand with all those who are 
targeted by the new Tory laws
EXTINCTION REBELLION says this 
year it is rolling out a major 
programme of activity. It will 
involve door to door canvassing, 
talks, training and mass 
participation civil disobedience 
campaigns, “with the aim of 
engaging 2.3 million people”.

The first big wave of protests is 
set for April. 

We are very likely to see a major 
crackdown by the state in 
response, particularly with the 
new powers available under the 
police bill.

It’s a big challenge for the 
climate movement. It should also 
be a major discussion among the 
wider working class organisations. 
Put simply, we have to stand 
together.

This could well be an early test 
of how the Tories will treat 

protests. I know lots of people 
have doubts about the XR and 
Insulate Britain approach to 
campaigning. They are worried 
that it might put off some people 
who could be won over to climate 
action. 

But I also know that it will be 
disastrous if it becomes normal for 
non-violent protesters to be jailed 
for long terms for sitting in a road.

For what it’s worth, I have lots 
of doubts about trade unions that 
support airport expansion and 
more roads and drilling for oil.

But I wouldn’t hesitate for a 
second to support any trade union 
that was the subject of the police 
bill measures, or other 
anti-democratic attacks.

There’s such a big gulf between 
the workings of the trade unions 
and the radical environmental 

movement. The state seems to be 
able to impose harsh punishments 
without any response from the 
unions. This has to end.

Imogen Hughes
Wrexham

lON THE same night that Boris 
Johnson was engulfed in the 
revelations about Christmas 
parties, two vile pieces of 
legislation moved towards the 
statute book.

Both the police bill and the 
nationality and borders bill went 
through key stages.

This is what the Tories are in 
government for. They want to 
divide us to weaken our 
opposition, and if we still protest 
then they will batter us.  

Dominic Curran
East London
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We can’t trust the courts, there 
must be struggle on the streets 
THE DANGER of the attacks on 
abortion rights must lead to an 
even greater fightback to protect 
and expand existing services. 

The Supreme Court justices are 
now debating whether to uphold 
a Mississippi law banning most 
abortions after 15 weeks.

If the law stands, access to 
abortion for more than 135 
million people could end. And 
some 21 states are already set to 
immediately ban or severely curtail 
access to abortions if the Supreme 
Court chooses to overturn or 
weaken Roe v Wade.

Roe is the 1973 court case that 
established a constitutional right to 
abortion. It ruled that states were 
prohibited from banning abortion in 
the first trimester at 12 weeks but it 
allowed individual states to impose 
restrictions later in pregnancy.

In the 1992 case Planned 
Parenthood v Casey the court 
added that abortion could only be 
restricted past the alleged “point of 
viability”, around 24 weeks. 

Both of these cases went 
nowhere near far enough in 
delivering comprehensive abortion 
services that would grant women 
full autonomy over their bodies. 

But both were considered 
groundbreaking and the fight is on 
to protect even the limited rights 
they granted. 

Overturning
The argument the right makes to 
the Supreme Court today is that 
the US Constitution is neutral on 
abortion so the power to regulate it 
should lie with the states.

Yet seven in 10 people in the 
US are opposed to overturning 
Roe v Wade and 59 percent believe 
abortion should be legal in all or 
most circumstances.

What the court could decide is 
varied and complicated. The court 
may allow states to impose abortion 
bans earlier in pregnancy, but keep 
abortion as a constitutional right. 

Or abortion could cease to be a 
constitutional right. Restrictions 
could be put in place on when 
abortions can be accessed by 
eliminating the viability standard.

But at the first round of oral 
arguments in Dobbs, five of the 
court’s six conservative justices—
out of nine on the bench—showed 
little interest in maintaining Roe 
while getting rid of viability.

They were focused on eliminating 
Roe, and the abortion right, entirely.

Justice Barrett suggested 
adoption services could nullify the 
need for abortion, by removing 
the burdens of “forced parenting”. 
And Justice Thomas challenged the 
notion that there is a constitutional 
right to abortion.

Advance
US Supreme Court justices are 
appointed by presidents and vote 
in line with their party. In March 
2016 then-president Barack Obama 
nominated Merrick Garland to the 
Supreme Court. 

But the Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s Republican majority 
refused to conduct the hearings 
needed to advance the vote to the 
Senate.

Activists say the long-term 
Republican plan has been to get 
abortion rights overturned.

In the last few years, there have 
been explosions of anger over 
attacks on women’s rights. 

The powerful potential for a mass 
movement was shown in 2017 when 
up to five million people took to the 
streets for the Women’s marches 
after the inauguration of Trump. 

It’ll take a mass street movement 
on this scale, and larger, to force 
the court to uphold the right to 
abortion. This movement must also 
battle for the expansion of abortion 
services. 

Without a fight the fundamental 
right to bodily autonomy for 
women and all those in need of 
abortion will be ripped away.

Abortion rights 
protesters outside the 
Supreme Court building 
in Washington D.C. 
in 2016 (above) The 
Christian right is using 
abortion to pursue 
a wider reactionary 
agenda (below)

 FIGHTING
 THE RIGHT’S 
  WAR ON
 ABORTION
As the Supreme Court ponders an attack on the 
Roe vs Wade ruling that underpins abortion rights in the US, 
Isabel Ringrose talks to those already on the front line of 
the resistance. And, she asks what it will take to win body 
autonomy for women?

B
ANS ON abortions only 
ever lead to one thing—
more dangerous and 
sometimes even fatal 
backstreet procedures. 

Now this, along with 
bounties over abortion providers’ heads, 
could become the reality in the US.

The US Supreme Court looks set to 
undermine the landmark Roe v Wade 
legal ruling that underpins abortion 
rights. It is expected to uphold a state 
law in Mississippi banning abortion after 
15 weeks.

The Supreme Court has also refused 
to block the US’s most restrictive 
 abortion law.

A Texas abortion law, known as 
Senate Bill 8 (SB8), is a near  complete 
ban on abortion. 

It prohibits abortions after six weeks 
and makes no exceptions for incest or 
rape. 

Between 85-90  percent of abortions 
in Texas are obtained after six weeks. 
Before then, many women don’t even 
know they’re pregnant.

The number of abortions performed 
in Texas fell by roughly half in the weeks 
after the law went into effect.

And for the first time, citizens—
including those from outside Texas—can 
sue those who violate the law and seek 
damages. Patients cannot be sued, but 
doctors, staff and even a patient’s Uber 
driver could be. The Supreme Court has 
twice declined to block the law. Then 

in December it allowed a challenge to 
the law to  proceed, only to rule that 
abortion providers may sue some state 
 officials in federal court.

Denise Rodriguez works with the 
abortion charity Texas Equal Access 
Fund.

She told Socialist Worker that the 
Supreme Court’s decision on the Texas 
law “was a very scary signal for us” and 
explained how abortion in Texas has 
basically been banned. 

The situation in Texas could be the 
future for around half of the country’s 
states.

“Abortion was already out of reach for 
people in Texas,” she explained. “The 
Hyde Amendment in US law bars any 
type of government money to pay for 
any type of abortion care.”

Without access to universal free health 

care, the federal Medicaid  programme 
offers public health insurance for people 
with low income. It covers one in five 
Americans.

“But no government money can be 
used to pay for abortions, so people on 
Medicaid cannot use their coverage to 
be able to get abortion care so they have 
to pay out of their pocket,” Denise said.

Texas legalisation also bans  private 
insurance coverage of abortion. So, 
people who have private insurance 
cannot include abortion care in it.

Delays
Denise said surrounding states have 
become “overwhelmed” as a result. 
“They’re getting Texas’ patients and 
having to help their own. This is  causing 
delays in getting appointments.

“The average wait time right now is 
about 2-3 weeks, and some clinics are 
booked up for the next six weeks. It’s 
really hard to get an appointment. Laws 
are forcing people to stay pregnant 
longer than they need to be.”

Denise explained that the base price 
for an abortion in the first trimester 
abortion is between £378 to £454.

“For a lot of people,  especially people 
who call us, that amount of money is very 
much out of reach. The longer abortion 
care goes on for the more expensive it 
gets,” she said. “A lot of our callers have 
to access later abortion care because of 
the fact they’re having to save up. By 
the time they save up, it’s already more 

Anti-abortion laws 
in Texas even ban 
private insurance 
from covering 
terminations

‘‘ 
expensive.”

Because of state legislation  doctors 
are also forced to show women  fetal 
ultrasound scans and describe them 
in detail, as well as giving mandated 
“falsehoods about abortion.”

Denise said this includes being more 
likely to die by suicide and have breast 
cancer. “This  horrible stigmatising was 
part of the restrictions that Texans 
already faced before SB8.”

“People might not have the ability to 
travel in Texas—more than 90 percent 
don’t have access to abortion provid-
ers,” Denise explained. “This impacts 
a lot of people in rural areas.

“You can travel 12 hours and still be 
in Texas, so being able to drive to get 
to a provider is made even harder for 
people.”

And “trap laws”—targeted regulation 
of abortion providers—makes it difficult 
to set up more clinics.

Denise thinks class and race play 
a big factor in the choices that people 
 needing access to abortion are able to 
make. “The people generally able to 
decide are people who have more money 
and access to resources. Here that is 
 generally white people and middle class 
people. That’s why we always include 
racial justice within our work.”

Denise says that the people who 
will be most criminalised for  accessing 
 abortion are “black, indigenous and 
other people of colour”.

“There’s an indigenous woman in 
Oklahoma right now who is being pros-
ecuted because she had a miscarriage 
and they’re just assuming that she did 
it on purpose.”

Unconstitutional
Denise said that pushing anti-abortion 
legislation in the South was the tactic 
used by the right to get to the Supreme 
Court. 

And although a lawsuit was filed 
against SB8 at state level and was ruled 
unconstitutional, “We now don’t know 
how that will impact the rest of the 
 rulings,” Denise explained.

“They intentionally make it confusing 
like this because they don’t want regular 
people to know what’s going on. We try 
our hardest to explain to people what is 
happening.”

As a result, legality on paper is not 
enough. “Having a legal right to  abortion 
means nothing if you don’t have abor-
tion providers to get your care from,” 
Denise said.

“We want the courts to rule in our 
favour, but we want to move away from 
relying on court systems to protect our 
rights. This is something we need to get 
people to recognise.

“If the Supreme Court allows the 
Mississippi law to stand, states could 

use this to go after differing things. It 
could be LGBT+ marriage next. We 
need people to understand the systems 
aren’t working for us—they’ve never 
worked for us.

“We need to do things differently 
and advocate more boldly, including 
being more outright in our support for 
abortion.”

Abortion access is more than just 
being able to have rights on paper.

“It’s about getting the care you need, 
not feeling ashamed and feeling sup-
ported,” Denise added. “We want to 
stop people having to hustle for their 
health care.”

“Right now we are making sure people 
know we exist and can get care. We’re 
doing everything we can to educate 
people on what’s going and the need to 
have abortion access,” Denise said.

“We’re continually fighting to pass 
laws to take away abortion barriers 
rather than reinforce them. The gov-
ernment has a  responsibility to fund 
abortions,” Denise said. “We actively 
work for policies like Medicare for all to 

ensure that abortion is covered as part 
of that.”

Texas Equal Access Fund’s core 
 mission is to help people get abortion 
care. In addition to the advocacy work, 
it funds abortions—even if that means 
going out of state.

“We provide financial support and 
also emotional support. We have a 
social worker on staff who is available 
to  provide one-on-one support and also 
a peer support group,” Denise added.

The group also funds educational 
opportunities across Texas to help 
people organise for abortion and repro-
ductive health rights “to build up a base 
of grassroots leaders.”

“We’re working with different organi-
sations to educate folks on how abor-
tion relates to everyone. We’re  currently 
building relationships with unions to 
make sure that they know how SB8 
impacts their members.”

‘This book is an 
excellent weapon in 
the wars its title refers 
to. It will be especially 
useful here in Ireland 
where the struggle 
for a woman’s right 
to choose is now a 
central political issue, 
North and South.’
Brid Smith 
People Before Profit TD, 
Dublin

Abortion wars 
The Fight for 
Reproductive 
Rights
by Judith Orr

Available from 
bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

Abortion views in the US by age group

 18 to 29 30 to 49 Over 50

Legal under any 
circumstance
Legal under certain 
circumstances
Illegal in all circumstances

Source: Gallup, 2020.
Data depicted doesn’t reflect responses from people who didn’t answer the polling question
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
Wed 12 Jan, 8pm
914-9548-1031
BOURNEMOUTH
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm
825-4209-2711
BRADFORD
Thu 13 Jan, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 13 Jan, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749
BRISTOL
Thu 13 Jan, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY & PENDLE
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
738 949 2405 
CAMBRIDGE
Thu 13 Jan, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm
828-532-8731

COLCHESTER
Thu 13 Jan, 7.30pm
466-478-2013
COVENTRY
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
DEVON & CORNWALL
Thu 13 Jan, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
DORSET
Thu 13 Jan, 7.30pm
706-382-3359
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
Thu 13 Jan, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HARLOW
13 Jan, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HASTINGS
Wed 12 Jan, 
7.30pm
880-5464-3685

HOME COUNTIES 
Thu 13 Jan, 6.30pm
834 117 0703
HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 12 Jan, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Thu 13 Jan, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Thu 13 Jan, 7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Thu 13 Jan, 6pm
881-4770-0676
LIVERPOOL
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 13 Jan, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Wed 12 Jan, 
7.30pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm
288-098-8827

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Thu 13 Jan, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Thu 13 Jan,7.30pm
861-9481-1795
MANCHESTER
Wed 12 Jan, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm 
368-595-2712
NORWICH
Thu 13 Jan,
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD & THAMES
VALLEY 
Wed 12 Jan, 7pm
861-2001-6477

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 12 Jan, 7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 13 Jan, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 12 Jan, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Thu 13 Jan, 7pm
902-964-963
WIGAN
Thu 13 Jan,7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Wed 12 Jan,7pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

Nothing to Lose 
But Our Chains

Bookmarks
The socialist bookshop

Available at

by Jane Hardy

bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Work and resistance 
in 21st Century Britain

£19.99

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during 
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion, 
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with 
precautions taken for a safe environment. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom 
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

Prospects for socialists in 2022

Socialist Worker  5 January 2022
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Dramatic life of plants shown 
in extraordinary new detail
There are cinematic flourishes and incredible photography in the BBC’s Green 
Planet—making it a stunning insight into a world at risk, says Dave Sewell
ONE NATURE writer compared the 
life of plants to trench  warfare, 
in contrast to the guerrilla 
 campaigns waged by animals. 

But in David Attenborough’s 
new documentary series The Green 
Planet, they come across more like 
wrestlers.

Vines grapple onto the leaves of a 
balsa sapling that in turn repels them 
with tiny spines. Tendrils flail like 
whips, leaves unfurl like sails and 
bulging walls of spikes crush their 
rivals underwater.

It’s almost three decades since the 
BBC’s The Private Life of Plants. It 
used then-novel timelapse photogra-
phy to open up to a mass audience 
the timescales on which plants live 
out their often violent lives. 

That’s long enough ago for a 
 generation of producers and tech-
nicians inspired by it to push the 
 technology further.

Green Planet uses a new robotic 
motion control system nicknamed 
the Triffid to reproduce some of the 
flourishes that drone cameras have 
brought to animal documentaries. 

Exquisite
There’s also some truly incredible 
microscopic and macro photography. 
It shows in exquisite detail the folds on 
a fungal spore or the mouth-like sto-
mata through which leaves “breath”.

In a world saturated with new 
 content, this innovation is part of what 
makes the BBC Nature Unit’s work 
some of the only truly “must watch” 
TV. Then there’s Attenborough’s 
almost unrivalled star power. 

Green Planet sees him trade in the 
recording booth for the forest far more 
than other recent series, and he’s in 
his element. 

The way his face lights up as he 
describes the bat pollinating a flower 

before his eyes is truly infectious. 
Recent years have seen great strides 
in mycology—the study of funguses, 
and their complex relationships with 
plants and each other. 

Fittingly, one highlight of the first 
episode is a colony of ants that bring 
leaves to a fungus which then  provides 
them with mushrooms. 

Ask yourselves who is farming 
whom—and don’t expect the plants 
to just sit back and get eaten.

But as with all contemporary nature 
films, The Green Planet is made under 
the shadow of capitalism’s one-sided 
and increasingly devastating war on 
biodiversity. 

It’s perhaps too much to ask of 
Attenborough and his team, immersed 
in nature, to have the solutions to this 
human social and political problem. 

Shrinking
From where he stands in the shrinking 
remains of a disappearing forest, it’s 
the undifferentiated “we” of humanity 
that he sees encroaching.

In the past he has too often put 
the blame on the wrong shoulders, in 
the process letting the system off the 
hook. 

There are few signs The Green 
Planet will change this. Though it 
perhaps softens the tone of anger 
and despair that made recent series 
such as last year’s A Perfect Planet so 
 painful to watch.

In that sense, what’s missing from 
a truly environmentalist broadcasting 
is someone applying to capitalism the 
same scrutiny the Nature Unit brings 
to the natural world.

That task falls to others. But for a 
better celebration of the biodiversity 
that we need to defend, you couldn’t 
ask for better. 
Green Planet will air on the BBC this 
JanuaryATTENBOROUGH LEAVES the recording booth to return to the forest

TELEVISION 
ANDY WARHOL’S AMERICA
Starts Thurs 6 January, 9pm, 
BBC2 and then on BBC Iplayer

THIS THREE-PART series 
looks at the history of the 
US in the 20th century and 
the way the life and career 
of Andy Warhol intersects 
with it. 

The series covers 
major historical events 
and tells the stories of 

Warhol’s response. Friends, 
biographers and fellow 
artists share insights into 
what was happening at 
the time and how Warhol 
both glorified and critiqued 
American culture.

The first episode looks at 
Andy Warhol’s childhood in 
Pittsburgh and his rise from 
poverty to wealth and fame 
in New York City in the 50s.

Warhol establishes his 
name by making everyday 
foodstuff the subject of his 
work and in turn creates 
a sensation which propels 
him to the A-list of society.

FILM 
RESISTANCE 1942
On streaming platforms and 
DVD from Mon 10 January 

IT’S 1942, and France is 
under Nazi control. 

Deep within this heinous 

shadow, Jacques uses 
a radio to broadcast a 
message of hope.

But villainous and 
relentless Gestapo captain 
Klaus Jager has been 
dispatched to catch the 
illegal broadcast. As Klaus 
closes in, Jacques, his 
daughter Juliet, a small 
group of other dissidents, 
must learn to trust the 
kindness of a stranger.

Andy Warhol

Resistance member Juliet

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege 
explain racism?
by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

System Change not 
Climate Change
Edited by Martin Empson,  
£8
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THE NEED for 
radical change 
now could not be 
clearer. The threat 

of human extinction 
within decades casts a 
shadow over the present. 

Oppression makes 
the lives of millions of 
people a misery and 
across the world. There 
are explosions of anger at 
tyranny. Revolution and 
the need to overthrow 
the existing order has 
become a common sense 
to many activists who have 
in recent years thrown 
themselves into struggles. 

These range from global 
battles over climate change 
and Black Lives Matter, 
to the fight for freedom 
and democracy in Sudan, 
Myanmar and beyond.

But even among those 
who fight for fundamental 
change there are questions. 
Here Socialist Worker 
answers some questions 
on revolution raised in 
Socialist Workers Party 
branch meetings.

REVOLUTIONS ARE 
currently more common in 
the Global South. Can they 
happen in the West?

REVOLUTIONS take place 
when societies come under 
the most intense pressure.

That can be from shocks 
such as war, economic 
crisis or social crisis—
including pandemics.

Tensions grip our rulers as 
they try to make working class 
people pay for their mistakes.

Lenin, the Russian 
revolutionary, described the 
moment as “a crisis in the 
policy of the ruling class, 
leading to a fissure through 
which the discontent and 
indignation of the oppressed 
classes burst forth.”

It’s true that these kinds 
of stresses have in recent 
decades given rise to revolts 
in the Global South far more 
often than in rich countries.

But similar processes 
also occurred in the 
West in the 20th century 
and can do so again.

Mass strikes that shook 
the system took place in 
Germany in 1918-19, Italy 
in 1920, Britain in 1926, 
France in 1936, Belgium in 
1961 and France in 1968. In 
each, there were opportunities 
to turn workers’ action into 
far wider social revolts.

And that’s what happened 
in Portugal in 1974. 
Workers took over their 
factories and swept away 
a rotten regime and put 
socialism on the agenda.

And, though part of the 
Eastern Bloc, workers in 
Poland revolted in 1981, 
took control of docks and 
shipyards and forced the 
regime there into crisis.

Rulers in economically 
advanced countries generally 
have more ability to grant 
concessions to head off 

workers’ movements, and 
they have the service of 
mass reformist parties.

In times of class 
confrontation, the leaders 
of the unions and Labour-
type parties play the role 
of a pressure valve, seeking 
conciliation and compromise.

But during the most 
intense crises, the ruling 
class has no compromises 
to offer and can only turn 
to repression—and that can 
lead to explosive situations.

As climate calamity stalks 
even the richest countries in 
the world, such situations have 
become easier to imagine.

Whether they can be turned 
into revolutionary moments 

of hope depends in part on 
the levels of consciousness 
and organisation, and the 
type of leadership given to 
the workers’ movement.

SHOULD REVOLUTIONS 
involve people from all 
classes?

FEELING PART of a huge 
protest crowd—a sea of 
humanity that includes 
people of different classes—
can feel very reassuring.

And, during periods of 
intense crisis, it’s not only 
workers and the poorest 
people that are directly 
affected. Sections of the 
middle classes—including 

some managers, small business 
people and top professionals—
are also impacted.

Driven to desperation by 
economic crisis, and repulsed 
by the state’s failure to deliver 
the kind of society it promises, 
some join the demand for 
radical change. They may 
even align themselves with 
revolutionary movements.

These relatively privileged 
elements use their often 
superior education and status 
to try and place themselves 
in the leadership of groups 
demanding change.

But the class demands of 
this middling layer are not the 
same as those of workers.

They want a society that 
recognises and rewards their 
talents. They want positions 
of power and influence for 
themselves, rather than for 
the mass of ordinary people.

And they want “stability” 
so that the normal business 
of capital can continue.

That means that at crucial 
junctures of a revolution, 
the middle classes can be 
swayed by concessions.

That is the process that is 
now unfolding in Sudan.

The forces grouped 
around former prime 
minister Abdalla Hamdok are 
determined to negotiate a 
settlement with the country’s 
military rulers—despite the 
opposition of the working 
class and its resistance 

committees and unions.
Hamdok wants a deal that 

satisfies the bankers and 
bureaucrats, but he knows 
that this can only come at 
a great cost to the poor.

The cross-class alliance that 
starts as a comfort generally 
ends up smothering moves 
towards radical change.

WHY ARE workers so crucial 
to revolutions?

WORKERS HAVE a special 
role in revolutions, and 
it’s not just down to their 
superior numbers.

Because of the way 
capitalism is organised, 
the people who do the 
majority of the work have 
enormous potential power 
to stop the system.

But coming to recognise 
that power is itself a 
political process.

In revolutionary situations, 
workers’ general strikes 
are usually decisive. That’s 
because they hit at the 
centres of profit making and 
therefore at political power.

And by taking action 
collectively on such a 
large scale, mass strikes 
can be transformative.

First, by joining together 
with perhaps millions of 
others, individual workers 
start to see themselves as part 
of a collective with shared 
economic and social interests.

The dog-eat-dog world of 
petty prejudices suddenly 
makes a lot less sense than it 
used to. And ideas ingrained 
over generations can 
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change in a matter of days.
Revolutionary situations are 
proof that people and their 
ideas change in struggle.

That goes part of the way 
to turning workers into a 
force in their own right.

Second, the mass strike 
breaks down the carefully 
sewn division between 
economics and politics.

To escape from the bosses’ 
crisis, workers are forced to 
move beyond ordinary union 
demands over pay, conditions, 
pensions, and so on.

Instead, to find relief they 
have to challenge the power 
of those trying to make them 
pay—that is, they have to 
challenge the system that 
stands behind the bosses.

Workers that were 
previously unorganised 
also join the fight. They 
start to form new unions 
and find the courage to do 
battle over their conditions, 
perhaps for the first time.

In this way the economic 
becomes political, and the 
political becomes economic.

Mass strikes then pose 
the question of state power. 
Which class is going to 
rule, the capitalists or 
the working class?

 
WHAT ABOUT those who 
are hostile to revolutionary 
change?

EVEN WHEN the material 
conditions that give rise to 
oppression have largely been 
removed, there will be a small 
minority that clings to bigotry.

And there’ll be others, 
even among workers, who 
declare themselves enemies 
of change and choose to 
side with the ruling class.

How does a revolution 
deal with these minorities?

Here we have to make a 
distinction. There are those 
who maintain reactionary 
ideas, but who are isolated 
and pose only a small threat.
And there are the forces of 
the old ruling class, who are 
a far more serious problem.

In the case of the former, 
we expect that the newfound 
confidence and unity of 
workers will be able to 
silence those who want to 
hold on to their bigotry.

When necessary, 
committees of workers may 
try to overcome prejudices 
with education and their own 

moral pressure. But those 
who have aligned themselves 
with the forces of reaction 
are far more dangerous. 

They want to smash the 
revolution and will create 
a river of blood to do so.

And for that reason, 
workers must again play 
a decisive role—this time 
in organising the defence 
of the new societies they 
have created. That means 
workers in revolution must 
be ready to take up arms.

The exact circumstances 
of each revolt has 
dictated the response. 

Think of the street 
barricades of the Paris 
Commune of 1871, the 
improvised tanks of the 
Spanish Civil War of 1936, 
or the winning over sections 
of the army in Hungary in 
1956 and  Portugal in 1974.

Past revolutions and their 
victories and failures show 
today’s generation of socialists 
the need for revolutionary 
organisation. It is not enough 
to simply have a revolutionary 
understanding. It must be 
put into practice by agitating 
the workers’ movement, 
linking struggles and building 
the revolutionary party.

LENIN AND 
the Bolshevik 
party lead the 
1917 Russian 
revolution to 
victory (top)
Hundreds of 
thousands of 
people occupy 
Tahrir Square 
in Egypt, 2011 
(above)

A REVOLUTIONARY uprising in Sudan brings millions to the streets of the capital Khartoum in 2019

People who do 
the work have 
enormous 
potential  
power to stop 
the system 
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How sporting events  become 
imperialist weapons

The US is leading a 
boycott of China’s 
Winter Olympics. 
But it won’t help 
the Uyghurs, says 
Sam Ord

A GROWING number of 
countries, including the US, 
Britain and Australia, are 
planning an imperialist-
driven boycott of the Winter 
Olympics in Beijing, China.

This “diplomatic 
boycott” won’t stop athletes 
participating in the Games 
that are set for February, 
but no government 
representatives will attend.

The US was first to 
announce its decision last 
month. It accuses China of 
holding over one million, 
mostly Muslim, Uyghurs 
in repressive “political 
education” camps in the 
western Xinjiang Provence. 

The use of forced labour, 
heavy surveillance and 
torture tactics in the camps 
has been widely reported.

China initially denied 
the camps’ existence, 
but later relented. 

The US, and a growing 
number of its allies, 
hypocritically denounce China 
for human rights abuses. 

Each has its own 
bloody record of torture 
camps, genocide, and 
military occupation.

Imperialist
No one should support 
this boycott which is 
little more than an 
imperialist power play.

But neither should we 
ignore the oppression of 
the Uyghurs. If Uyghur 
groups themselves called 
for a boycott, socialists 
would have to give their 
call serious consideration.

Socialists insist it is both 
possible and necessary 
to oppose both US and 
Chinese imperialism, and 
to fight against both.

There is no value in 
declaring that sport ought 
to be free of politics and 
international rivalry.

The modern Olympics have 
always been political. They 
provide a stage for imperialist 
competition to gain a mass 

audience, and an opportunity 
to express “soft power”. 

Radical writer George 
Orwell argued that 
nationalism is at the core 
of major sporting events.

While the Games’ organisers 
will doubtless talk of “bringing 
the world together”, our ruling 
classes know that international 
sport encourages nationalism 
and rivalry, not comradeship.

That’s why boycotts 
have hit several Olympics 
Games in the past. 

In 1976, grassroots 
resistance forced 29 countries 
to boycott the Canadian 
Games after the Olympic 
Committee refused to ban 
New Zealand. Earlier that year 
the New Zealand rugby team 
toured apartheid South Africa 
despite a sporting embargo.

The US and Britain never 
joined calls to boycott those 
Games. Nor did they boycott 
the Mexican Games in 
1968 when police gunned 
down anti-government 
student protesters. 

The ruling class argue that 
politics must be kept separate 
from sport until they can use 

it to their own advantage.
The most prolific boycott 

was in 1980 when 65 
countries, led by the US, 
boycotted the Summer 
Olympics hosted by the Soviet 
Union. The reason? The Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan.

Those who thought this an 
act of from US ruling class 
towards the Afghan people 
need only look what happened 
in the decades that followed.

The US invaded 
Afghanistan in 2001 leading 
to one million deaths. Now, 
after leaving the country 
destroyed and destitute, 
the country stands on the 
brink of mass starvation.

Motivation
The real motivation for the 
US-led boycott of the Games 
in China is economic and 
geopolitical. The US regards 
China as the main threat 
to its global dominance. 

The boycott won’t help the 
Uyghurs win liberation, but 
it will fulfil the imperialist 
purpose of showing the world 
that the West is willing to 
intensify confrontation.

Olympic boycotts only 
become vehicles for real 
change when mass public 
pressure comes to bear.

In 1968 many African 
countries vowed to boycott 
the Games if apartheid 
South Africa wasn’t excluded 
from the competition, 
which it eventually was.

The liberation of 
oppressed Uyghurs can come 
only through their own 
protests and uprisings. 

Emancipation cannot 
be simply handed to them 
from Washington.

THE US boycotted the 1980 Olympics in Moscow

The Olympic 
boycott won’t 
help the 
Uyghurs win 
liberation
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Don’t Look Up, a grim warning about climate change
DON’T LOOK Up directed 
and written by Adam Mckay 
is a film about the end of the 
world, at a time where climate 
change is steadily becoming a 
very real threat to humanity. 

Despite its all star cast and 
high viewing figures, it has 
received mixed reviews from 
film critics and has provoked 
fierce debates on social media. 

Some reviewers condemned 
the film as flimsy. Some even 
said it tried to condescend 
its audience into caring 
about the climate crisis. 

Guardian film critic Peter 
Bradshaw called Don’t Look 
Up a “145-minute Saturday 
Night Live sketch.”

But others, especially in the 
climate movement, were much 
more welcoming of the film in 
its depiction of world leaders 
who put profit over people. 

Climate scientist Peter 
Kalmus wrote, “The movie 
Don’t Look Up is satire. 
But speaking as a climate 
scientist, it’s also the most 
accurate film about society’s 
terrifying non-response to 
climate breakdown I’ve seen.”

Here Steve Guy explores 
some of the themes of this 
very timely film and examines 
what all the fuss is about. 

END OF THE WORLD movies often 
start with someone from the sci-
entific community discovering evi-
dence of an impending catastro-
phe—in this case a comet heading 
straight for Earth. 

They then fight to persuade a 
sceptical political establishment of 
the scale of the danger.

After some convincing, they get 
the world—usually led by the US 
—to mobilise all their resources at 
their disposal to successfully deal 
with the threat. 

But it doesn’t quite work out like 
that in this film. 

The two scientists, Kate Dibiasky 
and Dr Randall Mindy, played by 
Leonardo di Caprio and Jennifer 
Lawrence, succeed in alerting the 
politicians to the danger.

This is the point that the fun and 
games commence. 

President Janie Orlean—played 
by Meryl Streep—seizes on the issue 
to further her electoral prospects. 

The US mobilises to intercept and 
destroy the incoming danger, but 

the mission is aborted at the behest 
of a Jeff Bezos-type  billionaire, 
Peter Isherwell. 

Isherwell has his own plans for 
the comet, which involve  harvesting 
the comet’s rare-earth elements, 
even if that involves increasing the 
risk of the Earth’s destruction.

In this matter he has the 
 wholehearted support of President 
Orlean’s government. 

The scientists try to mobilise a 
confused public with their “Just look 
up” campaign. 

But the unholy alliance of 
 business and government counters 
this with their own “Don’t look up” 
message. 

What follows is a chilling echo 
of the counterfactual “fake news” 
campaign launched by Donald 
Trump and his supporters, similar to 
what was seen during the  election 
 campaign of 2020.

You had best see the film to 
 discover how it all pans out. 

The screenwriter, producer and 
director, McKay created the film 
explicitly as an analogy to the 
 capitalist class’s attitude to climate 
change. 

But it could equally apply to the 
approach to the Covid crisis. 

It is becoming increasingly 
 apparent that the politicians are fol-
lowing the money, not the science. 

And although there might be 
those who previously would have 
dismissed the film as preposterous, 
McKay’s vision is all too believable 
after the four chaotic Trump years. 

Don’t Look Up is hugely enjoya-
ble, a must-see disaster film.

But very few people leaving the 
cinema are likely to be free of the 
nagging thought that the film’s 
premise is all too believable. 

Many will also believe that our 
current political leaders would, or 
would not, act in a similar manner. 
Don’t Look Up is available on Netflix 

LEONARDO DI Caprio and Jennifer Lawrence star
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Inquiry found a ‘total disregard for tenant well-being’
IN 2021, phase two of 
the Grenfell Tower 

Inquiry revealed corruption, 
a prioritisation of profits and 
a disregard for those who 
lived in the tower.

Arconic, the company 
that made the deadly 
cladding used on Grenfell, 
admitted to selling the 
flammable panels because 
they’d make more money.

Its Britain wide sales 
manager said she knew the 
Reynobond polyethylene 
cladding “was and is 
flammable”. This fact was 
hidden from buyers.

Classification of the 

panels was also “significantly 
misleading” as results from 
a different panel that passed 
fire safety tests were used.

Meanwhile managers 
at Kingspan celebrated 
that their flammable 
K15 insulation—earlier 
described as “a raging 
inferno”—had passed tests.

The Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea 
(RBKC) and bosses from 
its tenant management 
organisation (KCTMO) 
were scrutinised on how 
they treated residents.

RBKC denied any fault 
and laid blame on the 

profiteering companies. 
It also denied ignoring 
the warnings of the 
tower’s residents.

But when the survivors 
and bereaved gave evidence, 
it was clear the authorities 
did not care for their lives. 

Contractor
The inquiry was told that 
there was a “total disregard 
for tenant and leaseholder 
well-being” by KCTMO 
and the refurbishment 
contractor Rydon.

No evacuation plans 
were made for residents 
with disabilities.

As a result, 15 never 
made it out alive.

KCTMO managers 
ignored fire services’ notices 
about smoke ventilation 
systems and disregarded 
risk assessments. 

Broken fire doors were 
left—proving deadly on the 
night of the fire as smoke 
poured into the stairwells.

Those who had raised 
concerns previously were 
labelled “troublemakers.”

The biggest concern for 
the Tory council leaders 
was the colour of the 
cladding panels. Safety 
was not a concern. 

Switching to cheaper 
and flammable cladding 
meant the council could 
save itself £500,000—
at the cost of 72 lives.

Government deregulation 
of health and safety rules 
allowed this all to happen—
with cover ups rather than 
exposures being sanctioned.

The inquiry has seen 
fake tears and apologies, 
as well as those with 
blood on their hands not 
taking responsibility.

Campaigners will 
have to continue their 
fight for justice when the 
Inquiry reconvenes.

Cost cutting 
cost lives

 Celotex, alongside 
Arconic, Kinsgpan, 

contractors Harley 
Facades and Rydon 
and the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and 
Chelsea, profited from 
the deaths of 72 people.

Celotex rebranded 
its existing flammable 
FR5000 insulation 
product as RS5000.

It needed to pass 
tests to be used on 
buildings taller than 18 
metres.

RS5000 failed 
testing in February 
2014. It later passed 
a second test, but by 
using thinner boards to 

strengthen the cladding 
panels.

The Building 
Research Establishment 
advised the company 
on how to pass the test 
—and omitted this fact 
in its reports.

Celotex also 
added fire-resisting 
magnesium oxide 
boards to the test wall.

Former employees 
admitted to the 
inquiry that Celotex 
was “deliberately 
misleading and 
dishonest” after it 
lied about results 
to compete on the 
market.

This was all done 
in the knowledge and 
with the approval 
of Celotex’s senior 
management.

Grenfell Tower was 
“among the first times” 
RS5000 had been 
installed on a high-rise 
building.  

Harley Facades 
bought the insulation 
at a 47.5 percent 
discount, amounting 
to savings of £45,803 
and failed to check 
the necessary safety 
requirements.

The company, 
owned by French 
manufacturing 
company Saint-Gobin, 
is still turning profits.

Saint-Gobin CEO 
Benoit Bazin grabbed 
over £560,000 last year. 
CEO of the Saint-Gobain 
Group Pierre-Andre 
de Chalendar took 
£174.5 million.

Grenfell activists rage 
against guilty companies
Four and a half years after the blaze that killed 72 people, campaigners are 
taking action. Isabel Ringrose reports from protests at Celotex headquarters

 GRENFELL campaigners want 
justice—and they want to 

make it clear that the bosses are 
the ones with blood on their hands.

On the four and a half year 
 anniversary of the blaze in the 
west London fire block, Grenfell 
Community Campaigners travelled 
from west London, to the Celotex 
headquarters in Ipswich.

Celotex’s flammable RS5000 
 insulation was built into Grenfell and 
proved to be deadly. 

It released toxic gases— including 
hydrogen cyanide. Not only did 
Celotex bosses know its product was 
lethal, but they also manipulated test 
results to be able to sell it.

Seventy-two people, including 18 
children, died in the fire that broke 
out in the early hours of the morning 
on 14 June 2017.

Activists planned on causing 
 maximum disruption to Celotex to 
draw attention to its crimes. They 
made sure their presence was noticed 
with sirens, whistles, horns and flares. 

They were able to turn away 
at least six lorries from leaving or 
 entering the huge site.

Organiser Leearna told Socialist 
Worker that the day was “a really big 
success.”

“We stopped work in both ends of 
the factory. Lorries couldn’t get in or 
out or do anything. And we stopped 
deliveries from other companies.

Protesters chanted, “Celotex has 
had its day, now it’s time it was put 
away”, “Celotex lied and people 
died,” and “Celotex sells insulation, 
death results with suffocation”.

For the campaigners, justice means 
jail time and prosecutions for the 
bosses.

Protester Sue told Socialist 

Worker, “Four and a half years and 
nothing has changed. In fact, it’s 
gotten worse. It feels important to 
keep up the pressure on companies 
such as Celotex who are responsible 
for deaths because of their flammable 
material.” 

Other chants included, “Corporate 
greed kills,” “Justice equals jail time,” 
“Blood on your hands,” “No justice, 
no peace,” and, “Shame on you.”

For the protesters, payoffs aren’t 
enough. “We don’t want your blood 
money, we want to see you in prison 
and nothing less,” one shouted.

Leearna added that the action 
hitting the news is “going to make 

Celotex bosses sit up. And it’s going 
to make the others like Arconic and 
Kingspan nervous.

“They should now be thinking 
‘when is it our turn’.”

T h e  G r e n f e l l  C o m m u n i t y 
Campaigners have regularly  protested 
outside of the Grenfell Tower 
Inquiry, and also held actions outside  
Downing Street.

Leearna thinks travelling out of the 
city is important so that all companies 
responsible are held to account.

“We’ll come for you wherever you 
are,” she added. “Our message is 
prosecutions now.

“Action means people learn about 

what’s happened. We’re spreading 
the messaging and keeping the spirit 
of Grenfell alive.”

With MPs set to head to the inquiry 
in February, the Grenfell Community 
Campaigners say they will be outside 
to greet them. They are also planning 
to call a major action every 14th of 
the month.

“We absolutely need more people 
to join us,” Leearna said.

“Targeted actions have to be kept 
quiet so the police can’t close it down, 
especially as protesting is going to be 
made harder. But in the new year we 
will put out a national call and want 
as many people to come as possible.”

PROTESTERS BLOCK a lorry going into Celotex in Ipswich last week Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

A reminder of Grenfell
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IN BRIEF 

Pay rise for DHL 
delivery workers
DHL WORKERS at Bellshill 
won a pay rise in December 
after strikes were called off. 

Drivers and shunters 
received a pay rise of between 
10 and 19 percent.

More could have 
been won at Tesco...
TESCO WORKERS who 
were set to strike over the 
Christmas period accepted by 
90 percent an improved pay 
offer. The Usdaw members 
received a 5.5 backdated 
pay rise to July and a further 
0.5 percent from the end of 
February.

Strikes over such a crucial 
time for bosses could have 
won workers a larger pay rise 
above the RPI rate of inflation.

...But action could 
be on at Asda
THOUSANDS OF workers 
at supermarket Asda are 
preparing to take action after 
the company offered them 
another insulting pay offer. 

The members of the GMB 
union who work as clerical 
workers, LGV drivers and 
in the warehouse voted for 
strikes in an indicative ballot 
last year.

The GMB said it will now 
discuss whether to move 
forward to a formal ballot.

Forge workers steel 
themselves for fight
WORKERS AT Somers Forge 
in the Black Country are set 
to strike throughout January 
after rejecting a 4 percent pay 
deal. 

The members of the GMB 
union began the dispute after 
the company honoured only 
one year of a two year pay 
deal. 

Strikes were set to begin 
on Wednesday of this week, 
and continue on Wednesday 
of next week and on 21 and 24 
January. 

Six week strike at 
children’s hospital
SECURITY GUARDS at 
London’s Great Ormond Street 
hospital plan to strike for six 
weeks to win pay equality and 
to end outsourcing. 

Workers struck for three 
days in December. The 
members of the UVW union are 
outsourced to Carlisle Support 
Services, and are demanding 
sick pay and maternity leave in 
line with all NHS staff.

Black union rep 
sacked for doing job
MORRISONS DATA Services 
sacked a black trade union rep 
after a customer complained 
that he “did not look like a 
meter reader”.

The GMB union has warned 
the firm that it could face 
action if he is not reinstated.

Rob Daley was working in 
West Yorkshire when a member 
of the public insisted he didn’t 
look like a meter reder.

Bigger battle coming 
after Tube strikes
by SAM ORD

ALL 10,000 RMT union 
members on the London 
Underground are voting 
on whether to strike in 
a ballot set to close on 
Monday of next week.

Workers are determined to 
keep fighting for a properly 
funded network after a series 
of strikes against changes to 
the Night Tube driver grade.

Bosses’ plans to force drivers 
to do more Night Tube shifts 
would ruin drivers’ work and 
life balance.

The union accused 
Transport for London (TfL) 
of using the pandemic as a 
“cynical attempt to blackmail 
staff”.

A 36-hour strike last month 
caused major disruption on 
one of the busiest shopping 
weekends of the year. And 
despite just five tube lines 
taking action, delays hit other 
lines as well.

Many workers from the 
other train drivers union, Aslef, 

refused to cross the picket line 
despite their union leaders 
accepting TfL’s proposals. 
Some RMT members not 
directly affected by the plans 
also struck in solidarity.

Now the battle looks set to 
escalate.

Sadie, a customer service 
assistant in central London 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
are balloting for strikes over 
attacks on jobs, conditions and 
pensions.

“TfL wants to cut up to 600 
positions, which it says will 
‘mainly’ be CSAs in stations. 
Bosses keep stressing that no 
current worker will lose their 
job, as they plan to make the 
cuts by not filling vacancies.

“They imply that this 
means we have no reason to 
complain,” she added. “But up 
to 600 fewer staff in stations 
will have a drastic impact.

“It will mean a worse and 
less safe service for customers 
and a more stressful, less safe 
working environment for us.”

Sadie added, “TfL implies 
that station staff don’t do much 

because more passengers use 
contactless payments to travel. 
Anyone who thinks this needs 
to visit a station.

“Up to 600 fewer staff in 
stations will have a drastic 
impact.

“CSAs deal with travel 
queries, helping people buy 
tickets, failing tickets at the 
gateline, carrying out security 
checks and providing first aid 
to passengers in need.

“The idea that we don’t 
really do anything is offensive.”

Sadie says there is a strong 
atmosphere that will deliver a 
mandate to strike. “Everyone 
in my station who I’ve spoken 
to has said they will vote to 
strike,” she said.

“The money’s there to fund 
public transport—the Tories 
always find money fast for the 
things they want, and the rich 
have got richer throughout the 
pandemic.

“We have to fight for a 
properly funded transport 
system and organise to get the 
best possible strike vote to stop 
TfL’s attacks.”

TUBE WORKERS Striking at Seven Sisters in north London  Picture: Phil rowan

TRANSPORT

All out to win in S Yorks
STAGECOACH’S 560 depot 
workers and bus drivers 
in South Yorkshire have 
escalated to an indefinite 
strike over pay.

The Unite union members 
have already held two 
week-long strikes. 

Workers refused the 
first pay offer of just two 
percent—then voted to reject 
another offer by 95 percent.

They say bosses’ offers 
don’t compensate for a pay 
freeze imposed last year. 
They want their pay to be 
increased to a minimum 
of £11.40 an hour.

The top rate of hourly 
pay for a South Yorkshire 
bus driver at Stagecoach 
is just £10.80 an hour. 

This is despite Stagecoach 
making profits of almost £60 
million in 2020, and with 
£875 million in the bank.

The strike began on New 
Year’s Day at depots in 
Rotherham and Barnsley 
and 2 January in Sheffield. 

Pickets held signs reading, 
“Low pay, no way.” T

They were joined by the 
local trades councils and 
National Education Union 
members in Rotherham.

Not backing down in Notts
BUS DRIVERS employed 
by the council owned, 
Nottingham City Transport 
(NCT) are willing to strike 
after they rejected a 
“subpar” pay offer. 

Nearly 600 drivers, who 
are members of the Unite 
union, rejected a two year 
pay deal that would leave 
wages lower than other bus 
companies. 

NCT offered the workers 
a pay deal that would see 
wages gradually rise by 
just £1 an hour after two 
years. Workers demand the 
minimum of an immediate 

£1 pay rise. Drivers are paid 
as little as £10.70 an hour. 
They are also fighting for 
faster wage progression 
towards the top rate of pay, 
which currently stands at 
just £12.10.

Unite regional 
coordinating officer Scott 
Lennon said, “Unite has 
agreed to further talks 
with NCT but given our 
members clearly expressed 
disappointment with the 
company’s previous offers, 
we are consulting on the 
possibility of strikes that 
could begin early in 2022.”

Cambus off
THE UNITE union has 
suspended a strike by 
400 bus workers in 
Cambridge, Fenstanton 
and Peterborough.

Workers at Cambus 
were set to strike over pay. 
But Unite called off the 
action after bosses made 
an “improved offer” for 
workers in Cambridge 
and Fenstanton. 

The union said it 
“expected” a similar offer 
for those in Peterbrough, 
but that details were 
“confidential” while workers 
voted on the new deal.

BUSES

Action goes cross country
WORKERS ON Cross 
Country trains struck on 
Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve to defend the 
role of the guard.

Train managers and 
senior conductors in 
the RMT union voted 
overwhelmingly for action 
as the company has sought 
to draft in other staff to 
carry out their roles.

Workers are in a fight 
to stop the company from 
undermining the role of 
these critical grades. 

Picket lines at Edinburgh 
Waverley stations were 
joined by the Gate Gourmet 
staff who are striking 
again in a long running 
dispute over bullying 
and harassment in the 
workplace.

TRAINS

WOOLWICH FERRY

Bosses launch new attack 
with wave of suspensions
WOOLWICH Ferry workers 
accuse Transport for 
London (TfL) bosses 
of “declaring war” by 
suspending seven workers 
with no reason given.

It comes after several 
strikes by ferry workers 
spanning almost a whole 
year. The workers are 
set to walk out again in 
a strike planned to last 
until the end of March.

Workers will soon 
return to picket lines 
in a strike that will last 
until the end of March.

Unite union general 
secretary Sharon Graham 
said, “The suspension 
of our seven members, 
including two of our reps, 

needs to be rescinded 
immediately. We won’t allow 
TfL management to get 
away with ‘declaring war’ 
on Unite and its members.

Alongside the suspensions, 
workers are also fighting 
the failure to produce a new 
pay award, for an end of 
excessive use of agency staff 
and the failure to provide 
adequate health and safety 
training to new employees. 

Unite has also demanded 
an urgent investigation 
into claimed “technical 
issues” that has forced the 
ferry’s operation to stop.

Workers delayed a 
strike that was to start 
last Monday due to the 
suspension of the ferry.

Picketing at Plymouth Cross Country  Picture: rMt
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MANUFACTURING

All out at Chep UK 
to win over pay rise
by SARAH ENSOR

CHEP UK workers in the 
Unite union are continuing 
an all-out strike over pay 
that began on 17 December 
after four days of earlier 
strikes.

Strikers are picketing 
the Trafford Park site in 
Manchester 24 hours a day, 
Monday to Friday and say 
they intend to stay out until 
they get a fair pay rise. 

Chep UK workers make 
pallets and other containers 
for major companies includ-
ing Heinz and Heineken, and 
were designated key  workers 
during the pandemic last 
year.

T h e n  m a n a g e m e n t 
insul ted them with  a 
1  percent pay increase while 
the company made over £150 
million profit.

“We had to work through 
Covid and take one percent 
because we thought the 
company was struggling, but 
we’ve found out now they’ve 
been milking it and were 
creaming it in,” said a striker.

“They’ve spent £10,000 
on cameras and more secu-
rity since the start of the 
strike, and have security wear 

video cameras to watch us,” 
another said.

Other Chep UK sites pay 
up to £1,000 a year more 
than in Manchester where 
workers turned down a 
1.5 percent offer, then 
2  percent and voted by 75 
percent to strike. 

Pickets said that some 
workers who voted no are 
planning to join the strike 
now. The strikers are well 
organised with gazebos and 

a brazier and lots of support 
from local residents and the 
GMB union which allowed 
pickets to use its facilities 
nearby.

Workers in the Unison 
and PCS unions have  visited 
 pickets with banners, flags 
and sweets while passing 
lorries and a convoy of six 
Amazon vans blared their 
horns in support.

S t r i ke r s  s a id  many 
 delivery drivers, from as far 

away as Middlesbrough, 
had not crossed the picket 
line, including the Calor gas 
needed for the site’s five fork 
lift trucks on each shift.

With  the  la tes t  RPI 
 inflation f igure hitt ing 
7.1 percent, Chep is an 
important example of how 
workers will have to fight 
to defend and extend their 
living standards.
lTweet support to 
@Unite_NorthWest

DELIVERY SERVICES

Delivering a fightback 
STRIKES BY delivery 
workers in Sheffield 
spread to Blackpool, 
Sunderland, Huddersfield 
and Chesterfield as 
2021 came to a close. 

Stuart, a subcontractor 
of fast food delivery 
service Just Eat, has cut 
workers’ wages from 
£4.50 to £3.40 for every 
trip in several cities.

Throughout November 
and December workers in 
Sheffield, who are part of 
the IWGB union, took part in 
strikes as well as organising 
protests and pickets. 

Parirs Dixon is the 
Chair of the Couriers and 
Logistics Branch of the 
IWGB in Sheffield. He 
said, “After working hard 
through the pandemic, 
Stuart is trying to exploit 
us further by slashing 
pay on most deliveries by 
just under 25 percent.

“We were already on 
poverty pay because we 
have to pay our own 

vehicle costs and fuel 
costs out of our wages.

“At the same time the 
company awarded one of 
its highest paid directors a 
1,000 percent pay rise.”

After the success 
of strikes in Sheffield, 
picket lines started to 
spread to other cities. 

In Sunderland 20 
couriers joined a protest 
on 11 December. 

On 15 December workers 
in Blackpool voted to 
strike. Strikers organised 
a picket line outside a 
McDonald’s restaurant to 
kick off five days of action. 

In Huddersfield workers 
also decided to picket 
McDonald’s on 17 December. 

There were reports 
that strikers persuaded 
several workers not in the 
IWGB to stop working. 

Delivery workers should 
escalate action to win
lDonate to the strike fund at 
bit.ly/JustEatFund
Sophie Squire

DETERMINED TO win at Chep UK in Manchester

Refuse workers hit back 
in Eastbourne & Coventry 
REFUSE TRUCK drivers in 
Eastbourne, East Sussex, 
are to strike for an extra 
six days after the council 
tried to use scabs to clear 
bins on a strike day.

The GMB union said 
it had “no other option” 
after the council delayed 
talks and used “strike 
breakers knowing it 
would inflame matters” 
on Friday of last week.

It was the first of 
three days of planned 
industrial action.

Declan MacIntyre, GMB 
regional Organiser, said, 
“GMB members have had 
enough, disgraceful staff 
facilities, low pay and 
bullying management.”

There are just two 
toilets for 100 workers 
and no access to washing 
and showering facilities

Macintryre said the 
council’s attempt to “carry 
out the duties of lawfully 
striking HGV drivers” had 

“was withdrawn at the depot’s 
gate when challenged”.

Further strikes had been 
set for 7 and 10 January but 
the union has now added 
another six days, from 
14-21 January inclusive.

nBIN WORKERS in Coventry 
were set to begin a 48-hour 
strike on Wednesday this 
week, and a further four days 
of strike from next Tuesday.

The Unite union 
members struck on 21 
and 24 December in a 
pattern of working for a 
hour, striking for a hour 
throughout their shift.

The Unite general 
secretary Sharon Graham 
said, “You might expect 
a Labour council to be 
sympathetic to the low pay 
plight of its bin drivers. 

“But instead it’s been 
total intransigence from the 
council, combined with social 
media tirades against their 
own workers.”

Tories abandon poor and 
clear way for mass evictions
by ISABEL RINGROSE

UP TO 200,000 children in 
England could face eviction 
this winter. Rising living costs 
and removal of coronavirus 
support measures are 
leaving many private renters 
at risk of homelessness.

Housing charity Shelter 
found that more than 
100,000 families in England 
were handed eviction notices 
or fallen behind on their 
rent in recent months.  

A ban on evictions 
brought in at the start of 
the pandemic ended in May 
last year. Shelter says that 
55,000 children were evicted 
in the three months prior 
to December last year.

Single mothers are also 
disproportionately affected 
by homelessness with one 
in three single mothers in 
rent arrears or struggling 
to keep their homes.

The number of women in 
temporary accommodation 
increased by 88 percent 
in the last decade. Around 
75,410 women are in 
temporary accommodation, 
compared to 40,030 in 2011.

Women are 36 percent 
more likely than men to 
be in arrears or struggling 
to afford costs.

Women are more likely to 
be in low paid, less secure 
work as well as having the 

burden of childcare. Single 
mothers also fear asking for 
help in case their children 
are taken away, and benefits 
no longer cover rents.

And 69 percent of 
women who rent privately 
worry they won’t be 
able to afford decent 
accommodation if their 
relationship breaks down.

In December Tory 
chancellor Rishi Sunak 
announced a £1 billion 
package to support 
businesses through the latest 
wave of the pandemic. The 
department for housing 
announced £316 million 
to tackle homelessness.

But these new measures 
are nowhere near enough.

For those in social rented 
accommodation the situation 
is also set to deteriorate in 
the new year, according to 
the Resolution Foundation.

It estimates that almost 
5 million families living in 
social housing in England 
will face rent increases of 
4.1 percent—or £202 on 
average a year—as of April 
2022. This is due to a rise 
in the cap on social rents.

A rise on that scale would 
be the largest in a decade 
and will coincide with a 
spike in living costs.

Social renters now 
spend 19 percent of their 
income on housing costs 
after housing benefits.

FIVE UNIONS representing 
workers in English further 
education colleges have 
condemned the decision 
by the Association of 
Colleges (AoC) to submit 
another 1 percent pay 
recommendation. 

It is the bosses’ thirteenth 
offer below the rate of 
inflation in a row. 

Workers will have to 
campaign and strike to win.

Recent strikes in a number 
of FE colleges have shown 
that it is possible to hit 
back and to win if there 
is serious resistance. 

nOUTSOURCED cleaners 
at the department for 
Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy have 
had an increase in pay 
after strikes last year.

Members of the PCS 
union struck for three 
days in July 2021. 

Bosses agreed in December 
to pay rates in line with 
the London Living Wage, 
backdated for 2021. 

They also agreed pay will 
rise again in March this year 
2022 in line with the London 
Living Wage or inflation, 
whichever is greater.

REFUSE AND RECYCLING

ROUND-UP

WAREHOUSES AND LOGISTICS

HOUSING

Back Wincanton B&Q battle
Over 400 warehouse workers 
at the B&Q distribution centre 
in Worksop, East Midlands 
are on indefinite strike in a 
pay dispute against bosses 
Wincanton Logistics Ltd.

The Unite union members 
voted to escalate strikes in 
the days before Christmas 
as their second round of 
seven-day strikes ended.

Workers had originally 
voted for alternate weeks 
of strikes followed by 
an overtime ban until 
the end of February.

Wincanton offered a 
4 percent pay rise that was 

rejected by workers. They 
want at least 6 percent.

A number of the pickets 
complained that they had 
worked hard through 
the crisis as “essential” 
workers, while B&Q 
maximised its profits by 
being allowed to open.

The escalation is a 
strong sign of resistance by 
strikers against pay rises 
that are below inflation.
lUnite has produced flyers 
and posters so people can 
leaflet outside B&Q stores. To 
get copies contact jeannie.
rob48@gmail.com
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FIRES RAGE AS EXTREME 
WEATHER GETS WORSE
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

FIRES HAVE torn through 
the US state of Colorado 
leaving up to 1,000 homes 
destroyed and two people 
missing.

The blaze is thought to 
have been caused by a lack 
of winter snowfall and an 
unusually dry autumn—both 
of which are likely to result 
from climate change. 

Louisville resident, Rex 
Hickman, whose home was 
destroyed, said, “There’s 
a numbness that hits you  
first. 

“You know, kind of like 
you go into crisis mode. You 
think about what you can do, 
what you can’t do.” 

“The real pain is going to 
sink in overtime” he added. 

In 2021 forest  f i res 
scorched the planet from 
Greece to Australia. 

Wildfires in Turkey were 
described as the worst in 
decades. 

In Siberia fires pumped 
out the equivalent of around 
505 megatonnes of carbon 
dioxide.

The startling increase in 
wildfires across the globe is 
the result of dryer weather 
and unusual heat waves. 

But wildfires are not the 
only devastating extreme 

weather event becoming 
more common due to warm-
ing temperatures. 

A  new repor t  pub-
lished in the journal Nature 
Geoscience has found that 
climate change will increase 
the reach of tropical cyclones. 

This includes hurricanes and 
typhoons. For the most part, 
tropical cyclones predomi-
nantly occur around the 
equator. 

But scientists warn that 
global heating means this 
won’t be the case forever. 

The report says that heav-
ily populated major cities 
like New York, Beijing and 
Tokyo are more likely to be 
devastated by these extreme 
weather events. 

Scientists have warned 
for some time that rising 

temperatures are likely to 
mean more hurricanes and 
typhoons. 

But this new report makes 
it even more explicit that cli-
mate change caused by human 
activity is at fault for a rise 
in deadly cyclones, typhoons 

and hurricanes. Last year 
saw unprecedented levels of 
environmental destruction, 
causing  widespread death, 
displacement and misery. 

It has been estimated that 
around 20 million people are 
forced to leave their homes 
every year due to the impact 
of climate change. And this 
figure is set to rise. 

The crisis also has a 
financial cost. According to 
research by Christian Aid 
in 2021, climate change 
caused £120 billion worth of 
damage. 

Most ordinary people 
agree that climate change 
poses a massive threat and 
are angry that those in power 
continue to do nothing. 

A poll conducted by the 
Centre for Climate Change 
and Social Transformations 
and Ipsos MORI, found 
that 84 percent of people in 
Britain are concerned about 
climate change. 

This is a marked increase 
from when the poll was con-
ducted in 2016. 

Back then just 60 percent 
were concerned about the cli-
mate crisis. 

In 2022 socialists must 
take people’s justified anxiety 
and fears about climate catas-
trophe and turn it into action 
in their workplaces and on 
the streets. 

BURNING HOMES in Colorado, US, as wildfires spread

 North London climate activists vow to stop incinerator expansion
THE NORTH London Waste 
Authority (NLWA) voted in 
favour of the expansion of 
the Edmonton incinerator 
on 16 December. 

The decision comes 
despite the tireless 
campaigning of many 
activists and community 
groups across north 
London who have 
organised protests 
against the incinerator.

Extinction Rebellion 
activists blockaded 
all the entrances to 
the incinerator plant 
in December. 

Some were arrested 
after operations of the 
plant were successfully 

disrupted for the  
day.

Due to pressure from 
protesters, the leader of 
Haringey council was 
forced to break from 
the other six remaining 
councils in calling for 
a “pause and review” 
of the expansion.

About 70 protesters 
lobbied an NLWA meeting 
in Camden as councillors 
voted on expansion. 

Speakers declared 
that if the NLWA fails 
to do the right thing, 
they will be faced with 
more occupations of 
the road that runs 
past the incinerator. 

They also made it clear 
there would be more 
blockades of its entrances 
and further disruptive 
civil disobedience to 
stop the rebuild.

Of the 14 councillors 
on the NLWA—two 
from each borough—12 
voted in favour of 
expansion despite the 
overwhelming evidence 
of the environmental 
impact of incineration. 

We are witnessing a 
profound clash between 
the corporate interests 
behind the expansion and 
a lack of local democracy. 

Councillor Clyde Loakes 
blamed the residents of 

north London for not 
recycling correctly as his 
defence of incineration. 

If the construction of 
the incinerator goes ahead 
it will emit 700,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide per year 
and more toxic emissions.

The contracts are to be 
signed on 18 January. 

Campaigners know that 
this is just the start of 
the fightback against the 
Edmonton incinerator. 

The campaign is 
determined to stop the 
NLWA from getting away 
with its endeavour. 

More actions are 
planned for the new year.
Raj PereraEdmonton incinerator in London
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