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FURY AS ANOTHER DOWNING ST
PARTY IN LOCKDOWN REVEALED

‘TORIES
PARTIED
AS MY
MUM
DIED’
EMAIL INVITING staff to the 20 May party
during lockdown in the Downing Street
gardens (above) London teacher Julie and her
son with mum Sumitra (top)

NOW DRIVE OUT BORIS JOHNSON

‘They don’t
think rules
apply to them’
ORDINARY people
followed the rules and
suffered—the Tories
broke them and partied.
That’s what the news of
the latest Downing Street
party, exposed on Monday,
reveals.
Working class people
stayed at home—even
cutting themselves off from
vulnerable loved ones—
during the first lockdown
of 2020 to stop coronavirus spreading.

Booze

Meanwhile Boris Johnson
and his Tory staff held a
“bring your own booze”
party in Number 10.
Lockdown in 2020
meant London teacher
Julie Mukherjee couldn’t
see her mum before she
died in her care home
in April.
She is furious with
Boris Johnson and
those at the Downing
Street party.
“My mum died
on 21 April and the
restrictions meant I
couldn’t see her before
she passed,” she told
Socialist Worker.

Funeral

“And that fucker Boris
Johnson invited 100
plus people to a party at
Downing Street, almost at
the same time as my mum’s
funeral.
“We had seven people at
my mum’s funeral. Raging
doesn’t cover it.”
She added, “The national
lockdown from 20 March
was exactly the right thing
to do.
“I know that lots of
pe o pl e s u f f e re d as a
result—me, my mum and
my family included—but
we had to protect people.
“So it was the right

>>continued on page 5
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘Will the minister
take steps to
encourage public
broadcasters to
play the national
anthem and
ensure the BBC
restores it at the
end of the day’s
programming
before it switches
to News 24?’
Andrew Rosindell, the Tory MP
for Romford

‘The more we
hear the national
anthem sung,
frankly, the
better’
Chris Philp, culture minister

‘If the jury is
a barrier to
ensuring they are
punished then
that needs to be
addressed’
Tom Hunt MP, vice-chair of
the Common Sense Group of
Conservative MPs, after the
Colston Four verdict

‘The decision
in the Colston
statue case
is causing
confusion’
Suella Braverman MP, Attorney
General for England and Wales

TROUBLEMAKER

Offshore wind farms go
offshore to avoid tax
TRANSMISSION CABLES from the
24 offshore wind farms around
Britain—which have a combined
value of nearly £7.7 billion—are all
owned by companies with links to
corporate tax havens.
An investigation by The Ferret
investigation website has found
that five companies which p art-own
the cables have links to either
Luxembourg, Guernsey, Jersey or the
Cayman Islands.
They are HICL Infrastructure,
3i Group, International Public
Partnerships Limited, Equitix, and
Dalmore Capital.
Tax experts said that the result
could be the loss of “several hundred
million pounds” as a result of the
arrangements.
The firms are part of umbrella
groups which won auctions to operate
the transmission lines transporting
electricity from offshore wind farms to
land.
These cables are valuable because

links “do not impact the amount of corporation tax paid in the UK”.
There is no suggestion that any of the
companies are breaking the law.

l

PROFIT HITS the fan

their owners are paid even if the
turbines they connect to are not
producing energy.
The only firm to respond HICL
Infrastructure, argued that tax haven

IN A criminal boost to emissions, major airlines are
running thousands of empty or
near-empty flights this winter to
avoid losing take-off and landing
rights at major airports.
Lufthansa operated 18,000 flights
this winter that would otherwise have
been cancelled due to lack of passengers, including 3,000 flights under the
Brussels Airlines banner.
Before the pandemic hit, the rule
was that airlines must operate flights in
at least 80 percent of their scheduled
take-off and landing slots, or they risked
losing them.
This was revised down to 50 percent
after coronavirus broke out.
But this still remains much higher
than the actual number of flights
needed to meet passenger demand.

l

MISHCON DE Reya, supposedly one of
Britain’s most prestigious law firms,
has been fined for committing “serious
breaches” of money laundering rules.
The London-based firm has agreed to pay a
fine of £232,500, plus a further £50,000 towards
the costs of the investigation, which was carried
out by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. In its
decision, published on Wednesday, the regulator said
Mishcon de Reya’s conduct had “potential to cause
significant harm by facilitating transactions that
drette
gave rise to a risk of facilitating money laundering”. Posh laun

Tory peer trousers
millions for PPE
CONSERVATIVE peer
Michelle Mone and
her husband, Douglas
Barrowman are accused
of being secretly involved
in a PPE business that was
awarded more than
£200 million in government
contracts after she referred
it to the Cabinet Office.
Barrowman, an Isle
of Man-based financier,
may have played a central
role in the business deal
that enabled PPE Medpro
to sell millions of masks
and surgical gowns to
the government at the
start of the pandemic.
One person closely
involved in PPE Medpro
claimed Barrowman was
“part of the financial

consortium that backed”
the company and was
even involved in initial
conversations with the
Department of Health and
Social Care (DHSC).
Documents suggest
he and Lady Mone were
kept informed of specific
commercial arrangements
about PPE Medpro’s supplies.
And Mone appears to
have sent messages to an
individual in PPE Medpro’s
supply chain about the
contract to supply gowns.
PPE Medpro was fasttracked through the
government’s “VIP lane”
after Mone’s referral.

@

THE RICHEST 1 percent of
British households have
more wealth than the bottom
80 percent of the population.
The wealthiest 10 percent
have 43 percent of all wealth,
the bottom 50 percent only
9 percent.
lFrom the ONS report
Household total wealth in Great
Britain—April 2018 to March
2020 released last week

l

Councils let off law
breaking landlords
HALF OF all councils
in England and Wales
have not prosecuted a
single “rogue” landlord
in the past three years,
despite a rise in the
number of complaints
from tenants, the
website openDemocracy
has found.
Local authorities
received more than
314,000 complaints
about private landlords
and letting agents
between 2018 and 2021.
One single mother in
Nottingham was served
an eviction notice after
council officers decided
to give her landlord
“a chance” instead of

taking legal action–even
though they had failed to
remedy dozens of safety
hazards in her house.
Only 1,000 rogue
landlords—those who
fail to meet their legal
obligations—have been
prosecuted in the past
three years. That’s
despite government
estimates in 2015 that
there are at least 10,500.
It follows a report by
the National Audit Office
last month revealing
that only ten landlords
in the whole of England
have been barred from
renting property since
new banning orders were
introduced in 2016.
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Bookies win
by a furlough
BOOKMAKER Ladbrokes
claimed £102 million from
the furlough scheme,
despite rapid growth in
online betting making up for
all losses from the closure
of stores.
Accounts published
last week showed that
Ladbrokes claimed
£57.5 million in 2020, and
the BBC understands
it claimed a further
£44 million this year.
Since the pandemic
began, parent company
Entain has actually
increased revenues, driven
by strong online growth.
Last April’s Grand
National broke the record
for the biggest online sports
betting event in Britain.
This meant that despite
lockdowns, Entain’s 2020
revenues were unchanged
from the year before at
£3.6 billion. It even
managed to record a profit
of £114 million. In the
first nine months of 2021
revenues grew 8 percent.
Entain is also well
placed to benefit from the
explosive growth of online
betting in the US through its
BetMGM joint venture.
Entain said the furlough
money protected 14,000
jobs, and is “under review.”

Profiteering
fuel rises
GIANT PETROL retailers
stand accused of ripping
off motorists by refusing
to pass on wholesale price
cuts. The RAC motoring
organisation said unleaded
petrol fell by 2p a litre, but
should have come down
by 12p. It said drivers were
overcharged by £5 million a
day in December as retailers
made an average of 16p a
litre on petrol instead of the
normal 6p.
“December was a rotten
month for drivers as they
were taken advantage
of by retailers,” said the
RAC’s fuel spokesman,
Simon Williams. In the
past, he said, retailers had
reduced pump prices when
wholesale prices dropped.
“This time they’ve taken
advantage of all the media
talk about ‘higher energy
prices’ and banked on the
oil price rising again and
catching up with their
artificially inflated prices,
which it has now done,”
Williams said.
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‘Live with virus’ means
sacrifice lives for profit
by YURI PRASAD

DO THE Tories’ reckless pandemic policies know no bounds?
Official figures last week reached
150,000 Covid deaths since the start
of the pandemic. Yet a leading government minister told the BBC that
he wanted to reduce the self-isolation
period for those who test positive.
Education secretary Nadhim
Zahawi said on Sunday that he
wanted to reduce staff absences in
the workplace by cutting self-isolation from seven to just five days.
This, he said, would put the country on the road “from pandemic to
endemic”.
He was joined by “levelling up”
secretary Michael Gove, who on
Monday said Britain must learn to
“live with Covid”.
Gove said that after two or three
weeks of pressure on the NHS, “we
can look forward to the progressive
lifting of restrictions.” He said we can
then start to treat Covid like other
coronaviruses, which can cause the
common cold.
But the Tories are living in a dream
world if they think that this is the end
of the pandemic.
In Britain, a further 16 hospitals
have declared “critical incidents”. At
least 17,000 Covid patients filled hospital beds and more than 40,000 staff
were unable to come to work for two
days last week.
Staff shortages are so serious and
so widespread that hospitals are
now unsafe, said the Royal College
of Nursing.
“Outside of healthcare, staffing
shortages are closing shops and
cancelling trains but nurses can’t stop
helping their patients,” it said.
“Instead, they find themselves
spread thinner and thinner, but they
can’t keep spinning plates indefinitely
either. This situation is simply not
safe.” The idea of relaxing restrictions

NHS WORKERS are ‘spread thinner and thinner’		

BACK STORY

The Tories want to relax
restrictions just as the NHS’s
staffing crisis bites
lEven NHS bosses say the service
is suffering from a decade of health
cuts
lThe spread of the Omicron
variant means huge numbers of
NHS staff are off sick with the virus
lSome 40, 325 health workers
were off sick on 31 December—an
increase of 65 percent in five days
lNow health trusts across Britain
are declaring critical incidents

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories
that matter socialistworker.co.uk

lDownload WhatsApp to your phone
lSave 07377 632 826 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp
lSend ‘start’ to the number

now reflects the way the Tories see
our lives as merely collateral damage
in the fight for profits.
The same process can be seen in
the US, the country ministers most
want to copy. There the seven-day
average of daily infections is a
staggering 720,000—ten times the
number at the end of November.
The US halved self-isolation times
to five days in December in a bid to
cut Covid workplace absence.
Tory plans are also said to
include a scaling back of the testing
programme, with free lateral flow
tests being scrapped for all but the
most high risk settings.
The government knows well that

this will lead to a huge spike in the
number of infections.
But they are gambling that the
NHS will somehow survive the surge
in hospital admissions and staff
absences, and that business will function with people working while sick.
The inevitable cost of the wager
will be that thousands of people will
lose their lives.
Already around 1,000 people a
week die from Covid. But they are
often written-off as “unvaccinated”
or “older” or as having “underlying
health conditions”.
In other words, the dead and dying
are those who are less likely to be
helping turn the wheels of commerce.

Still no proper protection
HEALTH WORKERS are still
suspected of having the virus.
routinely being provided with
Health unions have been calling
only thin surgical masks and
for the use of higher grade FFP3
aprons—even when caring for
masks, which prevent cross
confirmed Covid
infection, since the
patients.
beginning of the
A survey of nearly
pandemic.
2,500 nurses by
The government
the Nursing Notes
and regulators still
website found that
haven’t answered
81 percent are still
the call.
provided with only
The survey also
the most minimal
found that of 1,842
personal protective
respondents that
equipment.
said they’d tested
More than half
positive for Covid
of respondents said
an overwhelming
they regularly care
92 percent believed
for patients who are
they had caught the
Staff have only minimal PPE virus at work.
either confirmed or
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Mandatory
jabs policy
is disaster
TENS OF thousands of
people could be sacked
within weeks as compulsory
vaccination for public-facing
health workers comes into
effect.
The new law, passed by
parliament last year, insists
that staff have two doses by
April.
But that means anyone
who hasn’t had their first
jab by 3 February could face
redeployment or dismissal.
With almost 10 percent of
staff already off sick or selfisolating, the demand could
cause services to meltdown.
Many NHS trust bosses
are already preparing to axe
thousands of workers.
Union activists in
Nottingham report that
1,900 people—10 percent of
the workforce—are facing
the sack.
In the Black Country
some 8,000 are at risk of
losing their current jobs. In
Shropshire there are 978
workers who have not been
doubled jabbed and no one
is sure of their fate.
The government guidance
to NHS trust bosses says, “If
it is unlikely that the worker
will be fully vaccinated
by April 1, 2022 (and
no exemption applies),
undertake a formal process
with the individual in
line with internal policy if
applicable ensuring that the
individual is aware of the
possible implications of their
failure to be vaccinated by 1
April 2022.”

Terminate

That means if the employer
cannot redeploy an
unvaccinated worker to a
role that is not public-facing,
they should terminate their
contract.
Health unions already
insist the policy is a disaster.
Not only will it mean
losing vital staff at a time
when the NHS is under huge
pressure.
But it will also set back
attempts to convince people
to get vaccinated and
boosted.
It also risks handing the
issue of sacked staff as a gift
to the anti-vax movement,
and its dangerous hard right
core.
It is vital that union
leaders move now to
turn their opposition to
mandatory vaccination into
action.
They should tell
employers that if anyone
is sacked for refusing a
vaccination, they will argue
for the whole department to
come out on strike.
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Tories fear
anger over
attacks on
workers’
cost of living
by CHARLIE KIMBER

TOP TORIES are panicking that
tax increases on workers’ pay
and soaring price rises could
generate widespread anger.
Some of Boris Johnson’s leading
MPs, and newspapers that have
slavishly supported him, know that
there is mass anger that could sweep
over the government.
On Monday the Daily Mail quoted
three Conservative MPs who chair
select committees all saying the cost
of living was the “number one issue
facing the prime minister”.
Julian Knight, who heads the
Commons digital, culture, media
and sport committee, said, “Boris
needs to wake up and listen to his
party on energy and set a clear path
out of the cost of living crisis. In the
short term, he needs to abolish the
VAT on energy bills and get rid of
the green taxes.”
This is arrant hypocrisy coming
from MPs who have backed every
assault by the Tories on working
class pay, benefits and rights. But it
does show the extent of their fear.
Jacob Rees-Mogg, leader of the
House of Commons, told the cabinet that the national insurance rise
set for April could not be justified.

Frugal

One government insider told the
Financial Times newspaper that
Rees-Mogg felt that “finding savings
would be more frugal and responsible” than raising taxes. In other
words, he wanted to attack workers
in a different way through cuts.
There’s no doubt about the crisis.
The energy price cap, which limits
how much people pay, is set to rise
from £1,277 a year to around £2,000
just as national insurance goes up.
The National Energy Action charity
says around 6 million households
will have to choose between paying
for heating or spending money on
food and other basics.
One widely supported measure,
including by the Labour Party, is to
scrap VAT on fuel bills.
But VAT makes up only 5 percent
of bills, so removing it would take

WHAT
WHAT WE
WE THINK
THINK

BOOT OUT BORIS JOHNSON
AND TORY REVELLERS

Turkish-Kurdish organisation Day Mey protested on Sunday for NHS funding

Labour welcomes private
sector into health service

BACK STORY

Workers face a raft of attacks
on their living standards
lThe energy price cap is set to
rise to £2,000 in April
lNational Insurance rises, also
set for April, will also hit almost all
workers
lThey will pay 13.25 percent
on what they earn above a £797
threshold—up from 12 percent
lAnd a four-year freeze on
income tax thresholds will start—
so even if wages do rise, workers
will pay more tax

just £8.30 from the typical £166 a
month bill from April. That would
still be unaffordable for millions of
people.
And another “solution” extending
the warm homes discount also won’t
work. It’s just £140 for the whole
of the winter—not £140 a week as
Boris Johnson told parliament twice
last week.
The whole privatised system is
rotten. So far, 26 British energy
suppliers have gone bust since the
start of August. The government’s
response is to try to keep these
profit-hungry corporations afloat by
bunging them cash.
In December the regulator Ofgem
approved £1.8 billion of costs linked
to rescuing companies that had
gone under. These will appear on
household bills in April.

Rescue

The rescue of Avro Energy, the
second largest supplier to fail after
Bulb, is so far costing bill payers over
£680 million according to Ofgem.
The whole sector should be
renationalised under democratic control. Ordinary people shouldn’t pay
for company profits, obscene executive pay and bonuses, shareholders’
dividends, competitive advertising
and all the other costs of the market.
But whether it’s tax rises or
spiralling bills only a major increase
in struggle—strikes, protests, occupations and riots—will stop workers
paying the price.

NIGEL FARAGE is promoting himself again, pushing racism—and sucking up to Novak Djokovic

Racist Farage says Red Wall
‘revolt’ is chance for comeback
NASTY FAR right politician
Nigel Farage has returned to
spew hatred against refugees
and lies about climate change.
Farage, former leader
of Ukip and founder of the
Brexit Part—now Reform
UK—used an article in the
Telegraph newspaper to warn
that “revolt on the Right is
brewing”.
This revolt, he claims, is
a threat to Boris Johnson’s
hold in the so-called “Red
Wall” seats previously held by
Labour.
He wants to make refugees
and opposition to green
policies the focus of people’s
anger.
According to Farage, ten
years ago voters switched
from the Labour Party to Ukip
over “the key issues of EU
membership, immigration and
patriotic pride”.
Farage writes that votes
for Brexit were “to take back
control of our borders” but
two years on “the volume of
illegal Channel crossings has

enraged these voters”. Taking
advantage of widespread
anger with Johnson and the
Tories, Farage wants to pull
people rightwards.
He is for border controls
and deportations—unless
you’re tennis player Novak
Djokovic, who he supported
in his appeal against being
deported from Australia.
Farage is also happy to
pump out the lie that a lack
of social housing is due to
refugees, particularly in the
north east of England.

Impact

“The north east now houses 17
times as many asylum seekers
as the south east, according to
the Migration Observatory,” he
wrote. “The impact of this is
plain for all to see.
“As the council house
waiting list lengthens, there
is a growing feeling that
Johnson told voters what they
wanted to hear about “taking
back control” without really
meaning it.”

Farage wants to fuel
hatred towards refugees by
using them as scapegoats
for the growing crises in
Britain around issues such as
housing.
But it’s Tory and Labour
governments and councils
who are to blame for the lack
of social housing.
Thousands of refugees are
currently held in hotels as a
result.
Farage also lays the blame
on the increase in gas and
electricity bills and taxes with
the amount spent on “green
subsidies”—not privatisation
and greedy bosses.
He wants to divide people
and limit the resistance that
unity can bring, so that he can
benefit instead.
He mustn’t be allowed to
stoke up anger to support his
politics of hate.



On other pages...

The truth about green subsidies
and energy bills >>Page 16

LABOUR’S shadow
health secretary said
on Friday that he
would not “shirk” from
using hated private
sector health firms to
reduce NHS waiting
lists.
Wes Streeting told
the BBC the strategy
had proved “effective”
when his party was
last in power. In a bid
to soften the blow,
Streeting said the
blame for needing
private firms with Tory
governments that have
“run down the NHS”.
But his statement
marked a clear
departure for Labour
from the position under
both Jeremy Corbyn
and Ed Miliband.
They had focused
their health service
campaigning on
protecting the health
service from further
privatisation.
The private sector
doesn’t “help” the NHS
by offering its services,
because it has very
few skilled medical
staff of its own.
Instead, it relies on

short-term poaching
of doctors and nurses
that work and train in
the NHS.
That means almost
every service provided
by private health firms
comes at the cost of
staff lost to our health
service.
And the private
sector cherry picks
the easiest, most
profitable treatments,
leaving the NHS with
all the difficult jobs.

Vuture

During the pandemic,
private sector vulture
firms tried to present
themselves as
“additional capacity”
to the NHS.
But research from
the Centre for Health
and the Public Interest
shows that almost no
Covid patients were
treated in the private
sector. It said that NHS
funded treatment in
the private sector fell
significantly.
In total private
hospitals delivered
0.08 percent of Covid
care. The NHS paid

out huge sums to
the private health
care firms to provide
extra capacity but all
that did was reduce
the cash available to
spend on public health
care, thereby pushing
up waiting lists.
The CHPI estimates
the cost to the NHS
of this “private sector
capacity” as between
£2 and £5 billion.
Streeting wants to
take us back to the
days of Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown.
Then, Labour
governments talked
continually of involving
the private sector in
the NHS because of
its alleged skills and
experience.
They unleashed
the market inside the
health service, which
forced the contracting
out of whole services
to the private sector.
That Streeting wants
to shore-up the private
sector, using the
pandemic as an excuse,
should sound a warning
to everyone who cares
about the NHS.

Bosses grabbed more than
workers will earn all year
TOP BOSSES had
grabbed more pay
in the first four days
of last week than an
average worker in
Britain earns in a year.
The average chief
executive of a FTSE
top 100 company has
already topped what
an average worker
gets in 12 months.
The research by the
High Pay Centre (HPC)
think tank shows how
bosses and billionaires

have profited during
the coronavirus crisis.
Bosses complained
that they suffered a
17 percent drop that
year as lockdowns hit
profit-making.
But HPC analysis
shows that the
average FTSE 100 CEO
was still paid £2.69
million—that’s 86
times the median full
time worker in Britain.
TUC union
federation general

secretary Frances
O’Grady said, “greedy
executives are taking
home millions while
ordinary workers face
yet another year of pay
squeezes.”
Union leaders’
words need to be
turned into action.
Stopping the slide
towards ever-greater
inequality means
winning pay battles
and encouraging more
resistance.

P

EOPLE ARE furious at
yet another Downing
Street party attended by
Boris Johnson on 20 May
2020. As Hannah Brady,
a spokesperson for Covid-19
Bereaved Families for Justice,
said, “Could there be a more
disgraceful example of ‘one rule
for them, and another rule for the
rest of us’?
“To make matters worse, in
September last year I sat in that
same garden, looked the prime
minister in the eyes and told him
how my dad had died.
“He told me he had ‘done
everything he could’ to protect
my dad, knowing that he had
partied in that same spot the very
day that dad’s death certificate
was signed.
“It makes me feel sick to think
about it.”
Tory parties, coupled with
their reckless and deadly Covid
policies, show the utter contempt
that they have for ordinary
people.
And their own rules simply
didn’t apply to themselves, the
rich and powerful.
But the Tories’ disdain for
working class lives isn’t just

because of their arrogance.
It is woven into a party that
has always existed to only protect
the interests of the ruling class.
Throughout its long history
the Tory party has put profits
and big business first and worked
to maintain the system of profit
before people.
In the last two years of the
pandemic, the Tories’ deadly
“business as usual” plans have
exposed where their loyalties lie.
But cracks are beginning to show.
A growing number of Tories
think that the torrents of sleaze,
scandal and chaos surrounding
Johnson are making the party
look bad. They fear that this will

‘‘

One rule for
them, and
another rule
for the rest
of us

be electorally disastrous for local
elections in May and at the next
general election.
Now a section of Tories and
right wing pundits believe Johnson
needs to resign as prime minister.
One poll found that a third of
Tory party members want him
sacked.
Almost half of members think
that chancellor Rishi Sunak would
be a much better choice for
prime minister.
Others favour Liz Truss, who is
trying hard to fulfil the role of a
modern Margaret Thatcher.
Johnson must go, but he has to
be driven out by the fightback of
ordinary people, not because of a
plot against him by other powerhungry Tories.
There are so many issues to
fight over, including that MPs are
set for a £2,000 pay rise on
1 April—just as the rest of us
are suffering rising bills and
taxes. Strikes and mass protests
can not only drive Johnson out
but lay the basis for resistance
against whoever replaces him.
The best revenge against
Johnson is to make sure the
Tories’ murderous policies bite
the dust.

‘The Tories don’t believe the
rules apply to them’
I risked my life by going to work
policy. The trouble is that the
in an intensive care unit.
Tories didn’t think the rules
“We couldn’t even get
applied to them.”
adequate personal protective
Julie’s not the only one now
equipment as it was being
furious at the blatant injustice
rationed during the lockdown.
of it all. Poet, broadcaster and
“Meanwhile relatives of the
author Michael Rosen tweeted
dying in my unit could only
how he was in a coma with
talk to their loved ones on
Covid-19 while Johnson partied. FaceTime.”
Hundreds of people replied
He added, “My mental health
with their own, similar
deteriorated, and I started
stories.
suffering from post-traumatic
Michael told Socialist Worker, stress.
“Family couldn’t come in and
“So to hear that the Tories
see me. I could have died at any
were partying in the lockdown
point.
“This was happening all
over the country.
“This government shows
the indifference and arrogance
of their class to this social
trauma.”
The party is also an insult
to the health workers who put
themselves at risk as the first
wave of the virus let rip.
Sheffield nurse and union
rep Joan Pons Laplana told
Socialist Worker, “Every day
Nurse Joan Pons Laplana
during the lockdown last year,
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breaks my
heart and makes me so
angry.
“Boris Johnson and Michael
Gove laughed off questions
about the party this week. As far
as I’m concerned, they should
be in prison.
“But it seems that the laws
don’t apply to them.
“For the last ten years these
people have been destroying
working class life. We cannot
take this any longer. We have to
hit back.
“We have to strike or
something.”
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SWP CONFERENCE

Extinction Rebellion on the march

Strengthen
the climate
resistance
CENTRAL COMMITTEE member
Lewis Nielsen introduced the
discussion on where next for the
climate movement.
He said, “It’s quite telling
that 2021 started with wildfires
in Australia and ended with
wildfires in Colorado.”
And he argued that building a
climate movement is not a “side
issue”, the severity of climate
change makes it “a central
priority for us in the SWP”.
He said it was important to take
radical ideas into the movement.
“We have to approach one
of the biggest crises of the
system as revolutionaries,” he
summarised.
Lorna from Glasgow explained
how the party built a strong
presence on the protests at
Cop26 in the city.
“What set us apart from other
groups was our presence on the
day. We had thousands of placards
scattered throughout the demo
and our stalls were vibrant.”
She added the intervention of
the party alongside others helped
to make the event so successful.
Josh from Newham pointed
to the deepening radicalisation
of the climate movement and
said, “post-Cop more activists are
questioning capitalism”.
Tony from Plymouth said the
party should keep sight of the
links between the climate crisis
and imperialism.
He said, “Accelerating climate
catastrophe is one of the driving
tension towards war.”
Students Matt and Jeandre in
Liverpool explained how socialist
politics related to 40 organisations
in their local Cop26 coalition.
Julie from York said that
continued involvement with
climate groups like Extinction
Rebellion is still important.
She added that activists
involved in the blockade of an
Amazon distribution centre had
discussed how they could get
wider layers involved, including
Amazon workers.
Suzanne said that activists
should continue to organise
within Cop26 coalition
groups. She explained that
keeping coalitions together
could “broaden and deepen
the movement locally and
nationally.”
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DEBATING
WHERE
NEXT FOR
THE LEFT

Debating how to break
the chains of oppression
SOPHIA Beach
away from debates
from the Central
with people like JK
Committee opened
Rowling towards
the session on “How
actually building
do we win liberation
solidarity.
from oppression?”
“I organised
Activists
solidarity with the
in liberation
Weetabix strike. I got
movements
trans women to do a
increasingly
photo that was sent
understand their
to the picket line.
fight in the context of
“The convenor
the struggle against
phoned me and
the state, she said.
we had a long
Tomáš Tengelyconversation about
Evans from the
workers’ rights
Central Committee
and trans rights.”
Trans Pride in London
also opened the
Michael from
session.
Haringey brought
The question of how we win
his NEU union banner on a trans
liberation is central, Tomáš
pride march. “It helped mobilise
argued. If you understand
our members in the union and
oppression as flowing from
cemented their support for trans
capitalism and class society, then and non-binary rights within the
you need to look to forces that
union,“ he said.
break that system. That’s why
Jan from Islington said,
Marxists see the working class
“Neoliberalism is attacking
as central to the fight against
women. Every year in Britain
oppression, he said.
54,000 women lose their jobs
Speakers from the floor debated because they are pregnant.”
how to put our politics into
Nadia from the SWP’s national
practice. Eleanor from Newcastle
office talked about responding
said, “There is a problem with
to divisive arguments. “Our
transphobia on the left.”
starting point is that we stand
She argued the SWP should join with people wanting to fight
protests against organisations
oppression. Sometimes in
that argue trans rights threaten
meetings, people can go on
women’s rights. But a motion to
tirades about everything that’s
join protests at Women’s Place UK wrong with privilege theory and
events was defeated.
identity politics, I don’t think
Others said a better
that’s right.” She argued a better
approach is to build trans
approach is to explain how
rights campaigns. Tiffany from
the SWP’s politics are able to
Norwich said, “We need to move
“transform society”.

Socialist Workers Party Activists gathered to
debate how to push struggles to revolutionary
conclusions at its 2022 conference last weekend
THE SOCIALIST Workers Party
(SWP) conference met last
weekend amid a deep crisis of
the capitalist system as a whole
and the Tories in particular.
Covid-19 has exposed all the
failings of putting profit before
people’s lives.
And the fiasco of the Cop26
climate talks underlined that
capitalism will no more tackle
catastrophic environmental
collapse than it will deal with
pandemics.
Faced with growing anger from
below, ruling classes e
 verywhere
are turning to repression and
racist scapegoating.
Boris Johnson is no exception.
But he also has seen his popularity slump as more people are
sickened by his lies, corruption

and Covid-19 rule exemptions for
the rich. And there are pressing
issues over pay, rents, energy
prices and the cost of living that
will loom large in 2022.
But Labour’s march
r ightwards underlines that it
offers no real alternative.
Socialists have to be involved
in the movements combating
racism and climate change.
And there are opportunities
for the SWP to grow, particularly among students and young
workers. This requires the party
to be actively involved in all the
working class movements of
resistance.
It also requires leadership and
political clarity about the way
forward for the fightback and
the battle for socialism.

COP26 CLIMATE protest in central London last year

‘There has been an increase in radicalism
and a return to movements on the streets’
AMY LEATHER from the central
committee spoke on building the
SWP and student work in a time
of crisis.
To make the SWP “stronger and
better able to shape resistance
and struggle” a focus was put
on increasing student work and
engaging with new members.
Amy said the systemic crises
of capitalism mean many people
“are drawing revolutionary
conclusions”.
She added, “There has been
an increase in radicalism and
a return to movements on the
streets”.
“A deep crisis in entwined
with a growing radicalism where
Labour is no longer such a focus
as it was under Corbyn. This
means there is an audience for
revolutionary socialist ideas, so
it is possible to recruit, but it is
not automatic.”
Eddie from Liverpool said
their Socialist Worker Student
Society’s success in recruiting
had been down to focusing on
“issues people care about” such
as trans right and the climate.

University lecturers strike in Brighton

Hannah from Glasgow said “a
consistent presence on campus”
is vital in building larger student
groups”. She added being “as
radical as possible” made a huge
difference.
Joseph from the central
committee said, “Students
coming on campus today have
been socialised in an era of this
multifaceted crisis.”
He added, “If you’re in a city
with one small university you
have an audience of 5, 6 or 7,000
students. They are looking to the

left for answers.” Mark Thomas
and Jess Walsh from the central
committee and workplace and
unions department opened a
session on the workplace and
trade unions.
Mark argued that there’s a
“serious assault on the cost of
living for working class people”.
He said, “People who don’t
feel the urgency of fighting
today can feel it tomorrow. It’s
introducing a degree of volatility
and the potential for unexpected
developments.”
He added that one factor is
the shortage of workers. “At least
some workers feel an increased
sense of their own bargaining
power and the willingness to be
combative,” he said.
Jess argued for SWP members
to push workers and trade unions
into battles for social justice.
“This will help to build
the unions with younger
workers who are drawn to
these movements and bring
politics into movements against
oppression,” she said.
Some comrades talked about

building strikes and difficulties
posed by anti-union laws.
Jon, a Unison member from
Portsmouth talked about the
national ballot of council workers
in England and Wales. He said
the likely result was a vote for
strikes, but a reduced turnout
below the 50 percent threshold.
“Much of the Labour left in
Unison are focussed on elections,”
he said. “But maximising turnout
is more important.”
Sean from the UCU union said
the tactic of “disaggregated”
ballots—where branches votes
separately—was crucial to win
action. But others said it was
hard to generalise such a tactic.
There was a debate over a NEU
pay campaign and the actions
of SWP members on the union’s
national executive committee.
Conference rejected an
amendment critical of a decision.
James from Chesterfield
described how his SWP branch
took student members to a
strike by workers at B&Q to
“experience what workers’
struggle looks like.”

Fighting back
against racism
WEYMAN BENNETT from the
central committee introduced
the session on building the
anti-racist movement.
He noted how the
movement’s main target shifted
from fascist groups towards the
Tories and state racism.
Discussing new anti-migrant
and police bills, Weyman said
these would not only target
people trying to cross the
Channel, they would also
attack black people in Britain.
Weyman also pointed to
the huge anti-racist feeling
in Britain and how that could
be mobilised for national
demonstrations in Glasgow
and London on 19 March and
Cardiff on 20 March.
He also said Stand Up to
Racism (SUTR) is organising
an online Holocaust Memorial
meeting on 24 January and
a trade union conference on
5 February.
The wide trade union
support for protests is part of
a tradition of black and white
working class unity, he said.
The session also highlighted

arguments within anti-racism
that revolutionary socialists
must take a position on, in
particular privilege theory.
Weyman said some ideas
can weaken the movement and
the SWP had a crucial role in
defending it.
The discussion covered the
Drax reparations campaign and
action against Home Office
dawn raids in Pollokshields,
Glasgow.
Nahella from Manchester
spoke about SUTR’s campaign
defending black footballers
who faced racism following the
Euro tournament.
Demanding Boris Johnson
and the Tories were held to
account “really resonated with
people,” Nahella said.
At demos “the biggest
applause was when we
attacked Johnson, the Tory
government and the hostile
environment”.
Zak from Harlow said the
crisis for the Tories “presents
both opportunities and
dangers for the left”, as the
scale of the racist offence is
ramped up to divide people.
“In the absence of huge
working class struggle what
we do in united fronts is
absolutely crucial,” he added.

Our new website is going well

New Socialist
Worker online
SOCIALIST WORKER online
editor Tomáš Tengely-Evans
introduced our new website to
the conference.
He said that the website
should be a tool to amplify
and intervene in struggles and
build a revolutionary socialist
organisation—just as the
newspaper is.
Tomáš said that meant every
comrade needs to use the new
website and share its articles.
And he said every branch
needs a social media team, to
include social media in their
interventions in strikes and
protests. This can include taking
video interviews with strikers on
picket lines to publish on social
media, and to share Socialist
Worker articles about the strikes.
Branches’ social media pages
should be places that people look
to for news, analysis and updates
on local struggles, he said.

Elections
and
Let’s hit at Tories in trouble
amendments
INTRODUCING a
session on British
politics today, Socialist
Worker editor Charlie
Kimber said, “While
people died, the Tories
were living it up. That
should be a spur to
struggle.
“Coronavirus is
an indictment of the
criminal subordination
of human life to
the needs of capital
accumulation,
encouraged by the
failure of Labour
and the trade union
movement to put
forward any real
resistance.
“It’s a huge social
crisis.
“It should be a
very strong place for
revolutionaries to
organise, but there is
a major problem—the
weakness of the left.”
Charlie argued, “We
have to put forward a
systematic argument
for more struggle, for
more campaigns, for
more strikes.”

Keep up resistance

Esme from east
London spoke on the
NHS crisis “that creates
huge bitterness among
health workers”.
She said, “There
has been a shift in the
bitterness and class
anger, but where is the
opposition?
“Labour have utterly
failed to put up the
sort of resistance and
organisation that could
drive home the crisis in
the NHS.”

Moyra from west
London argued that
housing will be a
significant issue in
2022 “because it covers
all things we’ve been
talking about—climate,
institutional racism.
“It’s all generational
including students, and
mental health,” she
said.
Charlie said, “There
is another area where
there ought to be
resistance, but there
hasn’t been—Scottish
independence.
“We fight for
independence, but also
put distinctive politics
as socialists, not
nationalists.”
Charlotte from
Glasgow said, “many
people frustrated
with the SNP’s lack of
progress looked for
alternatives.
“The Alba party
formed and sadly
many socialists joined
that party that has
turned out to be led by
bigots.”
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OVER 400 members attended
the conference which was held
online. Across two days hundreds
of delegates and observers made
contributions.
Each session saw a vote on a
commission that summed up the
direction of the SWPs work.
These were open to
amendments and voted on. For
instance the were amendments on
the party’s new website, protests
over trans oppression, and trade
union work among others.
The Central Committee (CC)
that leads the organisation was
elected. The CC is Alex Callinicos,
Amy Leather, Brian R, Camilla
Royle, Charlie Kimber, Héctor
Puente Sierra, Jess Walsh, Joseph
Choonara, Julie Sherry, Lewis
Nielsen, Mark Thomas, Michael
Bradley, Sophia Beach, Tomáš
Tengely Evans and Weyman
Bennett. Conference also elected
a 50-strong national committee
to guide the party’s work.
A disputes committee was also
elected. It deals with disciplinary
matters within the organisation.
A number of amendments to the
rules and the procedures were
discussed in order to clarify the
committee’s work.

8

Socialist Worker

12 January 2022

INTERNATIONAL

Revolt for
change turns
deadly in
Kazakhstan
Riots spread across the Central
Asian country as the state lashed
out, reports Simon Basketter
OVER 160 people have been
killed in a clampdown against
protests, according to the
government of Kazakhstan.
The president last week ordered
troops to “shoot 
p rotesters
w ithout warning” after days of
demonstrations
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev is
backed by Russian troops. There
has been over a week of protest and
repression in the central Asian state.
Tokayev alleged that the
country’s largest city Almaty had
been attacked by “20,000 bandits”.
He expressed “special thanks” to
Russian president Vladimir Putin.
A sharp increase in the price of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG),
the p
 referred fuel for cars in
Kazakhstan’s 
w estern regions,
sparked the unrest.
After years of repression, p
 rotests
and union demonstrations have
been rare. But the price hike brought
people to the squares of oil town
Zhanaozen.
And the anger spread through
town squares across the country—
and not just about the oil price, but
over how Kazakhstan is run.

Urban

Last Tuesday people took to the
streets in the capital Nur-Sultan,
Almaty, Karaganda, Taraz and other
urban centres.
Reports from the Tengiz oilfield
said workers struck in solidarity
with the protests.
Thousands of police and special
forces were deployed as the crowds
gathered. At least 50,000 people
protested last Tuesday across the
country.
By Wednesday protesters had
overrun the city administration,
airport and presidential residence
in Almaty prompting authorities to
declare a national state of emergency.
“I’m 30 years old and I don’t
want to live another 30 years as a
slave,” said one protester in a video
circulated on social media.
In some places protesters stormed
police stations. In Aktobe, a Kazakh
city near the country’s border with
Russia, an entire police department
is believed to have sided with the

BACK STORY

Rage over oil prices and how
Kazakhstan is run has sparked
a revolt
lProtests have taken place
across major cities and towns,
with up to 50,000 taking part last
Tuesday
lOver 160 people have been
killed by state forces after days of
demonstrations
lRussia is keen to offer military
support to retain control
lImperialist invasion should be
opposed, and support given to
the protesters

demonstrators. Protesters have been
chanting, “Get out, old man”, a
reference to Nursultan Nazarbayev.
The 81 year old stepped down as
president in 2019 after three decades in office, but retains the official title of Elbasy, or leader of the
nation.
Nazarbayev has not been seen
since the start of the protests amid
reports that he was preparing to fly
abroad for “medical treatment”.
Around a dozen private jets
have already left Kazakhstan, with
most heading to Europe or Dubai.
A number of regime figures who
were close to Nazarbayev have been
arrested.
Both Russia and China want
a stable neighbour and Russia is
prepared to use as much force as
needed to ensure the regime stays
in place.
The West also wants stability for
the oil profits. The British ruling
class has been courting the oligarchs
and dictators of the region for years.
Over £530 million of luxury
property in London is owned
by Kazakhstan’s rulers. Around
£330 million of that is owned by
Nazarbayev’s family.
The revolt has escalated from a
fuel protest to a movement that has
rocked a brutally repressive government and sparked an imperial
invasion. Socialists should back the
resistance and oppose the Russian
invasion.

PROTESTERS RALLY in Kazakhstan’s largest city Almaty last week

UNITED STATES

Workers strike as Omicron spreads
WORKERS IN the US are
organising and striking for
better Covid safety measures
as the Omicron variant spreads
rapidly.
In Chicago, members of the
Chicago Teachers Union are
striking against being forced
back to in-person teaching.
An impressive 73 percent of
union members voted to take
action beginning last Wednesday.
The mayor of Chicago Lori
Lightfoot condemned the strikes
as “illegal walkouts”.
In Oakland, California,
students and teachers came
together to fight for better Covid
restrictions.
Students have threatened to
strike unless their demands for

more testing, masks and remote
learning is implemented.
And 12 schools shut in
Oakland last week after teaching
staff organised a walkout.
Teacher Tamara Henry told
ABC news, “It feels like a
wildfire, and we’re trying to get
out ahead of it.
“We’re with students every
day seeing what’s happening.”
Workers at Starbucks in
Buffalo, New York, also struck
over Covid safety leading the
cafe to be shut for the day.
The response from the White
House to the strikes is to keep on
with business as usual.
US press secretary Jen Psaki
said last week, “The president is
working, and we are all working,

to keep schools open.”
It’s clear Joe Biden and his
administration won’t stand with
workers in their fight for safer
workplaces.

KENYA

Del Monte strikers say no to outsourcing
OVER 6,000 workers at the
Multi‑National Fruit Processing
Del Monte Company in Kenya shut
down operations for several days
last week.
They are fighting courageously
against appalling working
conditions, union-busting and low
pay. In particular they are resisting
a change to a system of outsourcing
that will mean a series of attacks
on their rights. During the

strikes they held huge rallies that
underlined their determination to
keep fighting. Strikers have vowed
to continue their action until the
company backs off from their plans
and concedes on workers’ rights.
Even before the latest
outsourcing moves, some workers
say they have been in their posts
for 20 years but have never been
promoted from casual to permanent
employees. Del Monte Kenya

produces huge amounts of canned
pineapple and pineapple juice,
largely for export.
In 2020 Del Monte guards
were accused of torture and other
attacks, including with dogs, on
nearby residents. The firm is of
national importance and bosses
will rely on support from the
government.
But workers have shown they
have the power to resist.
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Just a
thought...

Blair is
still a
butcher

Rob Hoveman
Bradford

We confronted Bristol’s bloody
legacy of slavery and racism
BETWEEN 1698 and 1807 a total
of 2,114 ships set sail from Bristol
to Africa and then to America and
the Caribbean, carrying over half a
million slaves.
The slave trade enriched the
Bristol merchants.
They gathered together in
cult-like clubs such as the Society
of Merchant Venturers, while the
ordinary people of Bristol toiled in
brass and tobacco factories to
make their riches possible.
The city reeks of the legacy,
divided between the rich of the
area of Clifton and the poor in the
outlying areas.
Edward Colston was a leading
slave trader in the city, and his
hands were soaked in the blood of
the trade.
He died in 1721 but 170 years

Bring class politics to
anti-hunt protests
ON ITS annual Boxing
Day parade around town,
our local fox hunt faced
stiff opposition from a
determined protest of
local people and Hunt
Saboteurs.
The town’s Facebook
page had an
unprecedented number of
complaints, and the
protest was well attended,
very noisy and caused
quite a stir.
Clearly rattled, the toffs
on horseback were not
expecting opposition.
There was lots of
conversation among
protesters about animal

welfare, rural poverty, the
problems of intensive
farming pesticides, loss of
habitat and food
production.
A placard with “Hunt
Tories not Foxes” went
down well, and class
politics were definitely
part of the discussion.
Socialists who live in
rural areas are part of the
battle to rid the
countryside of cruelty and
environmental
destruction. Let’s all be
part of future actions like
this.

Mary Littlefield
South Norfolk.

later the city’s merchants wished
to “honour” him by raising public
subscriptions to erect a statue of
him.
For years groups such as
“Countering Colston” campaigned
to have the statue removed.
To its shame, Bristol city council
consistently avoided the subject
and has done little to recognise
the crimes of slavery in the city.
Nothing changed until a
thousand-strong Black Lives
Matter protest took place in the
city in June 2020 and tore down
Colston’s statue.
The story reverberated around
the world and inspired a reckoning
with Britain’s colonial and slave
trading past.
In this context the charges
brought by the Crown Prosecution

Illustration:Tim Sanders

It’s a fast
fashion flop

Service of ‘criminal damage’
against the Colston four were
indeed absurd. It is a credit to the
defence team that their case was
built on an anti-racist basis by
outlining the horror of slavery.
The fact that the statue
remained so long was correctly
portrayed by the defence as an
insult to the people multi-cultural
Bristol.
Colston, in fact, was the real
criminal.
As the Colston 4 emerged from
the court a great cheer went up
from the supporters gathered
outside.
Anti-racists everywhere can take
inspiration once more from events
in the city.

Martin Upchurch
Bristol

New bill no victory for LGBT+ people
PRITI PATEL recently
announced that the
Police, Crime, Sentencing
and Courts bill would
wipe past convictions for
people who have been
subjected to homophobic
laws.
Although this is
important, it is too little
too late from the Tories
who are using this to
present a vastly
authoritarian bill as in
some way progressive.
This scheme is
targeting “wrongs of the
past”.
If the Tories wished to
right wrongs then they
would be tackling the
three years plus waiting

Trans pride last summer

Picture:Guy Smallman

OVER 950,000 people have
now signed a petition to
have the knighthood
awarded by the queen to
Tony Blair in the New Year
“honours” list rescinded.
An opinion poll says two
thirds of people in Britain
oppose the award.
Quite right too.
Following the attack on
the World Trade Centre in
New York in September
2001, Blair pledged his
unconditional support for
military action by US
President Bush in
Afghanistan and then Iraq.
Blair went on to lie that
Iraq had weapons of mass
destruction and that they
could be deployed within
45 minutes.
Blair’s former Cabinet
colleague Geoff Hoon now
says Blair suppressed advice
questioning the legality of
war on Iraq. He also gave
Hoon a dressing down for
suggesting to US officials
that British troops would
not go to war in Iraq if
parliament voted against it.
Without Blair’s support,
Bush would have found it
very difficult to persuade
the US Congress to sanction
war.
Disgracefully, Labour
leader Starmer has backed
Blair’s award.
Blair is in fact a war
criminal personally
responsible for the deaths
of hundreds of thousands of
Afghan and Iraqi citizens.
He should be facing trial
at the International Court
of Justice in the Hague, not
receiving an “honour” from
the queen.

list to get the first
appointment in Gender
Identity Clinics.
If the Tories wanted to
make amends they could
clean up from the mess of
Section 28 which
criminalised the
“promotion of

homosexuality” in
schools.
Children today rarely
get any education around
LGBT+ relationships with
Ofsted warning schools
are still “confused” about
what they can teach.
This new bill is no
victory for LGBT+ people
because it attempts to
criminalise forms of
protest.
We must not forget the
fact that we have LGBT+
rights today is from the
Stonewall Riots in the
1960s, which exploded
into a mass movement for
liberation.

Sky Golding
Liverpool
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A CLIP of influencer
and creative director
of fast fashion website
Pretty Little Thing,
Molly-Mae Hague has
gone viral online for all
the wrong—and right—
reasons.
In the clip, she says if
you work hard enough
you can become
wealthy and successful.
Large numbers of
people have reacted to
the clip to tear her logic
apart.
Hague has only
become richer because
of the labour of those
that work for her and
the workers who make
clothes on poverty
wages.
It doesn’t seem like
she works hard to
me.
Annalise Mitchell
Edinburgh

Support the
tube strikes
IN RESPONSE to
criticism of striking
RMT union tube
workers, I would say
a strike can only help
stop the spread of
Covid.
Everyone has the
right to withhold their
labour to improve their
working conditions
or income. So it’s
not the union who’s
being selfish, it’s the
employer.
Christopher Wheeler
On Facebook

Thoughts on
disaster film
DON’T LOOK Up is
a film that perfectly
captures the type of
capitalism that our
leaders support.
Although in the end
it’s sad, it serves as a
warning.
@Sadysy
on Twitter

Refugees’
cries ignored
TENNIS player
Novak Djokovic was
recently detained in
an Australian hotel
for not meeting the
country’s Covid-19
entry requirements.
There was an outcry
in the headlines about
the conditions he was
living in.
Refugees in the same
hotel have complained
about terrible
conditions for years.
Where is the outcry
for them?
Ben Ridland
Blackpool
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DEATH
FROM
ABOVE

Fruits of Obama’s air war
WHEN BARACK Obama was elected
US president in 2008 he pledged
to bring an end to the wars that
his predecessor George Bush had
started.
But what he really meant was
scaling down the numbers of
American troops on the ground—and
increasing the number of air strikes.
This, he said, would limit civilian
and US military casualties while
ensuring US power remained
unchallenged.
Heavily armed drones, flown from
remote control centres anywhere
in the world, were his weapon of
choice. Obama said drones were
“exceptionally surgical and precise”.
He authorised over 10 times more
drone strikes than Bush. All males
of military age in these regions
were automatically painted as
combatants, making them fair game
for remote controlled killing.
In July 2016 the US government

E

Investigative journalist Azmat Khan

occurred in 2017. US military planners
had identified a house they believed
was being used by Isis fighters in the
Al Tanak neighbourhood of West Mosul
in Iraq.
Because the house was listed as a
residential home it was on a “restricted

‘‘

The killing of children
was not the result of
an error. It was
deliberate and
calculated

President Obama wanted drone wars

absurdly claimed it had killed, at
most, 116 civilians in Pakistan,
Yemen, Somalia and Libya between
2009 and 2015.
And, in the following year alone,
the administration dropped at
26,171 bombs. That’s equivalent to
three bombs an hour, 24 hours a day,
for a year.

Is it all just a video game?

After five years of painstaking
investigation, the New York Times has
revealed how the West knowingly and
repeatedly bombed civilians in the
‘drone wars’ launched under former US
president Barack Obama. Yet politicians
and the rest of the press pretended
barely to notice. We shouldn’t let them
hide from the truth, writes Yuri Prasad
VERY LIBERAL that has
“reluctantly ” voted to
bomb a Middle Eastern
regime or terrorist group
should be forced to read
t h e N e w Yo r k T i m e s
newspaper’s recent special investigation, “The Civilian Casualty Files”.
In painstaking detail journalist Azmat
Khan last month pulled apart the myths
of carefully targeted air strikes that kill
“bad guys” but cause only the most minimal civilian casualties.
She reveals a catalogue of US war
crimes, including the deliberate killing
of children, when a military target is
deemed more important than their lives.
Yet newspapers and politicians that
might have feigned outrage if the crimes
could be pinned solely on Donald Trump
are shamefacedly silent on the bombings
that began under Barack Obama.
As Khan writes, the campaign of
drone wars and airstrikes “reached full
force in the final years of the Obama
administration.”
During a five-year investigation she
used the Pentagon’s own reports and
footage to find the places targeted by
airstrikes from warplanes and drones.
She then visited those areas and set
about interviewing people on the ground,
asking them about people who were
killed and injured during the attacks.
The investigation unearths a p
 icture
of callousness and carnage that should
shame the military and their cheerleaders. One example out of many Khan cites
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THE WAY drone operators, and those
who assessed their targets, talked
about the conflict could be lifted from
a violent video game.
Buildings and vehicles are assessed
to have a “slant”.
So an online conversation that
includes “bldg slant 4/1/3” is code for
a building containing four men, one
woman and three children.
Those who flee a bomb site are
called “squirters,” and can be hunted
down by drones and fired upon.

Khan reports a log of the chat
communications of operators flying
drones in Mosul.
It records that when they fired on a
building they knew contained children,
they asked how much “play time” their
drones had left, because the place was
really “poppin’.” That meant the drones
had multiple targets they could fire
upon.
That particular airstrike killed some
eight civilians in three families.
Targets are just dots on a screen

The British are at it too
target list”, meaning it could not be
bombed without special approval. But
the planners then decided it was used
exclusively by Isis, and that rendered it
unrestricted.
On the day of the planned airstrike,
drones captured footage of three children playing on the roof, so the target’s
“casualty estimation worksheet” was
updated to include them as likely
occupants of the building.
But the US bombed the house into
rubble anyway, and concluded, “One
possible child was carried out of the
strike location” and that three Isis
members were killed.
No further investigation was deemed
necessary.
Khan travelled to Al Tanak last year
and was met by residents of the street
that was hit.
They told her that in fact 11 members of one family had been killed by the
explosion, and that only one member
had survived, a little girl called Rahaf.

Devastated

Khan met Rahaf’s grandmother
Katbeeah, who now cares for the child.
She explained to her that the b
 ombing
was not a random mistake but that
the military had deliberately targeted
Rahaf’s house.
Khan records her devastated reaction.
“‘I am on fire now,’ she said, her voice
robbed of all its signature warmth. ‘Why
did you kill them? They were innocent.
They didn’t do anything.’ Now she was

US DRONE operators
are allowed to kill
civilians if their targets
are thought valuable
enough (above) The US
increasingly uses drones
in preference to bomber
planes with onboard
crews. Few American
casualties means news
organisations will be
less interested (below)

weeping. ‘They were turned into just
flesh. Their house wasn’t suspicious
at all. I ask now, I want to know the
reason.
“‘I can still see their shadows in
front of me,’ she said.”
The killing of the children was not
the result of an error, a stray bomb or
miscalculation.
It was deliberate, calculated—
and justified by US military laws of
engagement.
US military planners can k
 nowingly
kill civilians, including children, if
the anticipated casualty range is
not deemed “excessive” against the
“advantage” of destroying the target.
The data in the Pentagon reports
claims that children were killed or
injured in 27 percent of air strikes that
resulted in civilian casualties.
But Khan’s on the ground verification found the number was 62 percent.
In case after case, Khan compares
the heavily redacted military notes
gleaned from the Pentagon with the
actuality of war on the ground. And
time and again, she finds military
investigations into claims of civilian
casualties dismissed as “non-credible”.
The New York Times obtained
more than 1,300 of these confidential
assessments of civilian casualties from
the US-led air war in the Middle East
between 2014 and 2018. More than
1,100 were dismissed, often because
the target area could not be identified
properly.

Yet journalists using Google Maps
showed that on occasion the Pentagon
was either looking in the wrong place
or searching for a town using a wrong
spelling.
So, in 2016 the US government
reported that US airstrikes in Iraq and
Syria had killed 25,000 Isis fighters, but
only 21 civilians.
In 2018, Khan travelled to Tokhar
in Syria. This was the site of one of the
largest mass casualty events of the war.
The Pentagon admitted the strike had
killed 24 civilians. But Khan reveals that
the real death toll was far higher.
According to local people, in July
2016 some 200 farmers and their families fled their homes as fighting between
Isis and Syrian Democratic Forces raged.
They took shelter in four homes on
the outer edge of Tokhar and assumed
they would be safe because Isis and the
fighting were nowhere near them.

Victims

But on 19 July, the US Air Force carried
out a series of airstrikes on the area.
These were so forceful that villagers
recalled, “So many people were killed
that there weren’t enough young men
left to pull the bodies from the rubble.
“It took nearly two weeks, and even
then, some of the victims were never
found.”
Khan wrote up the names of the
families that perished. Their details were
corroborated with records and local
journalists. She counted that at least 120

people had died in the strike.
The Pentagon reports the operation
as a success that killed 85 Isis fighters.
But it concluded that two dozen civilians
“may have been intermixed” with them.
From Khan’s reports you can only
assume that Tokhar is just one hardly
reported massacre out of many.
With her collection of military records,
video footage and witness statements,
Khan has painted a devastating picture
of what air war really looks like.
“What emerges from the more than
5,400 pages of records is an institutional
acceptance of an inevitable collateral
toll,” she says.
“In the logic of the military, a strike,
however deadly to civilians, is a
 cceptable
as long as it has been p
 roperly decided
and approved—the proportionality of military gain to civilian danger weighed—in
accordance with the chain of command.”
Despite having only incomplete files,
Khan has already amassed enough evidence to start a war crimes investigation against past presidents Obama
and Trump. Britain, which acted as the
US’s junior partner in many operations,
should be in the dock too.
But instead of Washington and
Westminster being aghast at the
revelations there is silence.
With so much blood on the hands of
both Democrats and Republicans, Tories
and Labour, it’s no wonder that so few
speak up for the innocent dead.

A man weeps after
loading dead bodies
on a cart following a
US airstrike in Mosul
in Iraq (below) The
Royal Airforce’s new
‘Protector’ drone
(below, right)

BRITAIN IS only too eager to repeat
the disaster of US air wars in the
Middle East.
The Royal Air Force this week said
it had used a drone to drop a 100
pound bomb on a target in Syria.
The Ministry of Defence (MoD)
announced the attack, which took
place a month ago, on its website.
It said it had “tracked down a
known terrorist in northern Syria”
and had hit him at a “safe moment”.
Jennifer Gibson from human
rights group Reprieve said Britain
had engaged in a “targeted killing”
without telling anyone how it
determined why this person was
worthy of assassination.
“The Ministry of Defence also
urgently needs to explain how it
put out a misleading press release
that the person killed was ‘alone
in a field’ yet failed to mention
the strike occurred as part of a
two-hour ground operation that

reportedly killed at least three
civilians, and no doubt terrorised
others,” she added.
According to the information
group Drone Wars, Britain still
insists that there has only been one
civilian casualty since drone-based
military action against Isis began
seven years ago.

12

Socialist Worker

12 January 2022

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

WHAT’S ON

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.
We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.
We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or
go to www.swp.org.uk or
phone 020 7840 5602

Johnson and his mates enjoy a lockdown party

Omicron, corruption and crisis

How do we get rid
of the Tories?
BIRMINGHAM
Wed 19 Jan,
7pm
281-634-5938

LANCASTER AND
MORECAMBE
Thu, 20 Jan, 7pm
368-595-2712

COLCHESTER
Thu 20 Jan, 7:30pm
466-478-2013

LEEDS
Thu, 20 Jan, 7pm
881-4770-0676

BRADFORD

Murder, lies, cover-ups &
the British state—50 years
since Bloody Sunday
Thu 20 Jan, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE

Why are prices rising
and how can we make
the bosses pay?
Thu 20 Jan, 6.30pm
818-9286-5617
BRISTOL

Why are prices rising
and how can we make
the bosses pay?
Thu 20 Jan,
7.30pm
688-397-3148

LIVERPOOL
Wed 19 Jan, 7pm
493-925-5919

CAMBRIDGE

CHESTERFIELD

How was the Russian
Revolution betrayed?
Thu 20 Jan, 2022,
7pm
828 532 8731
Attacks on civil liberties—
is Britain becoming
a police state?
Wed 19 Jan,
7pm
354-874-4790

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”.
 ou can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate
Y
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.
Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings
and other updates.
HASTINGS

BLM and the bloody history
of the British Empire
Wed 19 Jan, 7pm
White Rock Hotel,TN34 1JU
880-5464-3685

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 19 Jan, 7pm
Balham Baptist
Church, SW12 8QX
497-196-1801

Capitalism, Covid and
mental health
Thu 20 Jan,
7.30pm
681-800-4408

EAST MIDLANDS

MANCHESTER
Wed 19 Jan, 7pm
323 178 7151

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion,
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with
precautions taken for a safe environment.

HUDDERSFIELD

EDINBURGH

Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all
immigration controls
Wed 19 Jan, 7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW

Smash the borders—
immigration, refugees
and racism
Thur 20 Jan, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HARLOW

Why are prices rising
and how can we make
the bosses pay?
Thu 20 January,
7.30pm
832-8746-7480

Patterns of revolution—
what can we learn
from Sudan?
Wed 19 Jan,6.30pm
290 168 1804
KENT

Why are prices rising and how
can we make the bosses pay?
Thu 20 Jan, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LONDON: HACKNEY

After the Chilean elections—
what next for the left
in Latin America?
Thu 20 Jan, 7.30 pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY

Let’s talk about sex
Thu 20 Jan,7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: ISLINGTON

NORWICH

A rebel’s guide to
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 20 Jan,
7pm
854-8245-8715

Open the borders—
why we oppose all
immigration controls
Wed 19 Jan, 7.30pm
906 652 5299

LONDON: SOUTH EAST

OXFORD & THAMES
VALLEY

Covid, anti-vaxxers
and conspiracies
Thu 20 Jan,
7pm
529-913-6390

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST

Revolution in Sudan
Wed 19 Jan, 7.30pm
906 652 5299

LONDON:WEST & NORTH WEST

Capitalism, Covid and
mental health
Thu 20 Jan,7.30pm
860-0226-3484

NORTH EAST SCOTLAND

After the Chilean elections—
what next for the left
in Latin America?
Wed 19 Jan, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

The right’s war on woke—
their free speech and ours
Wed 19 Jan, 7pm
861-2001-6477
PORTSMOUTH

Why are prices rising
and how can we make
the bosses pay?
Wed 19 Jan, 7.30pm
488-934-2809
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH
YORKSHIRE

Fighting the right’s
war on abortion
Thu 20 Jan, 7pm
528-174-9278

SWANSEA & WEST WALES

After Desmond Tutu—South
Africa & the ANC today
Thu 20 Jan, 7pm
902 964 963
WIGAN

Why wont Labour fight?
Thu 20 Jan, 7pm
872-5136-9540
WOLVERHAMPTON
AND WALSALL

China, the Uyghurs & the left
Wed 19 Jan, 7pm
914-9548-1031
YORK & SCARBOROUGH

Covid, anti-vaxxers
& conspiracies
Wed 19 Jan, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

The Labour Party—
a Marxist History

by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British Does privilege
State—Scotland,
explain racism?
Independence and
by Esme Choonara,
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and
Socialism £12
Weyman Bennett, £3

PHONE 020 7637 1848 WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Transgender
Resistance
by Laura Miles
£10

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@
swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955
London E16 9EJ

REVIEWS & CULTURE
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Anne—how the Hillsborough
families fought for justice
Maxine Peake’s new ITV drama shows the truth of ordinary peoples’ tireless
struggle for justice against police lies and corruption, writes Isabel Ringrose
ANNE, A new drama about real-life
Hillsborough justice campaigner
Anne Williams, shows the raw
reality of a decades-long battle
for justice.
The drama follows Anne’s
relentless fight to win justice for her
15 year old son Kevin and the other
victims of the Hillsborough disaster.
Anne’s grief shows how the tragedy
ruined lives, and trauma and guilt
haunted those who survived.
Following the disaster, the
bereaved were lied to by authorities. They were harassed by the Sun
which disgracefully blamed the fans
for their own deaths and spread lies
about hooliganism.
But the drive for truth fuelled a
battle to hold the police to account
for the disaster and subsequent
cover-ups.
“I’m fed up hearing my son was a
hooligan,” Anne tells a survivor who
had helped Kevin.
The series details the horrors of
Hillsborough and the exhausting
journey to justice by the Hillsborough
Family Support Group and the
Hillsborough Justice Campaign,
including lengthy legal proceedings.
Again and again, they were told
their fight was “not in the interest of
justice”.
Anne discovers the real details
surrounding Kevin’s death, contrary
to the coroner’s evidence, and that
statements from two police officers who said they helped him were
changed.
Anne attempts to prove her son
could have survived had the right
medical care been provided.
She finds out that 42 ambulances
were prevented from assisting the
injured and dying.
She meets with survivors, doctors,
pathologists and is pushed between
MPs and government officials.
After Labour was elected in 1997
the families hoped for change.
But according to Trevor Hicks
from the family support group, “New
Labour means new cover-up.”
But the campaigners kept fighting.
Finally they had a breakthrough.
In April 2016 a new inquest found
the victims had been u
 nlawfully
killed. But to this day, almost 33
years later, no one has been held
accountable.
The new series is a reminder of
how police forces will connive and
lie to avoid accountability—and the
state will protect them.
The continuing Hillsborough
campaigners’ struggle shows relentless determination to find the truth
behind why so many ordinary people
were killed.
Longer online at b
 it.ly/HillsboroughSW
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FILM
MEMORIA
In cinemas from Friday 14 Jan

MEMORIA IS the
latest film by Thai film
maker, Apichatpong
Weerasethakul,
whose preference for
unconventional storytelling
has often relegated his
work to the arthouse.
Memoria opens with a
bang. Jessica, a botanist
from Britain visiting
Colombia, is jolted awake
by a massive boom. She is
plagued by the sound that
only she can hear.
Memoria spends its
first half following Jessica
through modern-day
Bogota in a dreamlike
sequence, interrupted
by the metallic thud that
echoes inside her skull.
There is a dramatic
slowdown of pace when
Jessica travels to the
Amazon jungle and meets
an elderly man living
alone who remembers
everything—even memories
before he was born. They
have long conversations
and long silences. He tells

Jessica hears strange sounds

ALVIN AILEY carved a space for black dance in a white-dominated industry

Picture: Norman Maxon

A powerful portrait of a dance pioneer
DOCUMENTARY

AILEY
In cinemas and on demand now
Go to aileyfilm.co.uk

THE 20TH century witnessed
a revolution in the dance
traditions of North America and
Europe. No understanding of
the emergence of the new dance
forms could be complete without
taking into account the immense
contribution of the great black
artist Alvin Ailey.
The founder, in 1958, of
the path-breaking Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater is the
subject of Jamila Wignot’s superb
new feature documentary, titled
simply Ailey.
The film combines archive
footage with a series of
interviews with those who
worked with Ailey or were
inspired by him.
Interviewees include Judith
Jamison, an outstanding dancer
with Ailey’s company and the
choreographer’s muse. There’s
also the great African-American
dancer and choreographer

Bill T Jones, who took
considerable inspiration from
Ailey’s work.
The documentary gives a
strong sense of the conditions
of life for Ailey growing up as a
child in the Texas countryside in
the 1930s and 40s.
He was raised by his mother—a
lone parent who moved from
place to place in order to scrape
together a living—in a racist,
segregated society.

Acclaimed

This experience made an
indelible impression on Ailey,
one that he would express in
his most acclaimed work of
choreography, Revelations.
Created in 1960, when the
choreographer was just 29 years
old, the piece contained many
“revelations”.
It revealed the possibility that a
black dance company could take
its place in the white-dominated
world of professional dance.
Not only that, it revealed that
it could do so with a piece that
celebrated African-American
dance and music—from gospel

to jazz. Even more importantly,
it offered a powerful, highly
emotive revelation of the
historical and ongoing
experience of racial oppression
in the southern US.
Wignot is extremely skilful
in weaving together the
socio‑political and the personal.
The film deals with the US
state’s cynical efforts to use
Ailey’s company to project a
global image of America as an
egalitarian, multiracial society.
But it also touches movingly
upon the personal tragedies and
loneliness that afflicted Ailey.
He grew up in a time when
homosexuality was a crime in all
50 American states. Like many
people of his generation, he
struggled with being gay.
Ultimately, this documentary
is a brilliant tribute to a
fantastically accomplished and
incredibly important artist.
Indeed, as the film shows
beautifully, Ailey’s greatest
legacy is the continuation of
the vibrant dance company that
carries his name.

Mark Brown

Jessica that she is actually
reading and relating his
own memories.
The jungle feels cut off
from civilisation, opening
a place for folkloric magic
with results so overblown
they could well alienate all
but Weerasethakul’s most
passionate followers.
Don’t get too excited
about the prospect of a
mystery story here. This is
a slow moving film of two
and a quarter hours.
It’s filled with prolonged
doses of waiting, listening,
the rain falling, the leaves
moving. It began with a
bang and dare I say ends
with a whimper.
Controversially,
Weerasethakul has made
his latest offering available
to a fairly limited audience.
It will travel from
one arthouse cinema to
another, only screening on
one screen at a single time
and never being streamed
or DVD released.
It’s interesting enough to
feel I’d like to see it again
and perhaps take more in.
But that would break the
viewing conditions rather
high-handedly agreed by
Weerasethakul.
Mary Brodbin
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Socialist Worker

‘W

E want bread,
and roses”
was the rallying call
that sent
tens of thousands of workers
in Lawrence, United States,
from the textile factories to
picket lines in January 1912.
A ten-week strike to defend
the wages of largely young
women and immigrant workers
was one of the most intense and
inspiring battles in US history.
On New Year’s Day 1912,
a new law cut mill w
 orkers’
weekly hours from 56 to 54.
Ten days later, the American
Woolen Company cut its workers’ pay.
Wages were already at poverty levels and a 32 cent pay cut
made the difference between
eating or not.
One worker and mother told
state officials, “When we eat
meat it seems like a holiday,
especially for the children.”
AWC president William
Wood, claimed there wasn’t
enough money to sustain
wages. This was despite AWC
turning millions in profit the
year before.
The workers came from 51
different countries and many
spoke no English. Half of the
32,000 workers were young
women aged between 14 and
18. Many workers rented company-provided shared houses
that ate up two thirds of their
wage.
The conditions were so dire
that half of workers’ children
died before they were six and
36 percent of workers died
before they were 25.
Malnutrition, workplace
injuries and giving birth on the
job were common.

T

HE MORE cons e r v a t i ve t r a d e
unions affiliated
with the American
Fe d e r a t i o n o f
Labour (AFL)
o verlooked mill workers,
claiming women and immigrants were impossible to
organise.
But on 10 January 1912
workers held a mass meeting
to discuss what action to take
if wages were cut. They decided
to strike.
The next day when w
 orkers
in the Everett cotton mill
received a smaller paycheck, a
group of Polish women sparked
the strike with a walkout.
The following day
Washington mill workers did
the same.
Washington mill workers
marched through the streets to
another mill where they broke
down the gates, shut off power
and called for the workers to
join them. They chanted, “short
pay, all out!”
By the end of the week
25,000 mostly women workers
were on strike.
The strikers soon realised that
the lack of organisation would
result in failure. The initial disgraceful response by the AFL’s
United Textile Workers was to
keep members at work.

Everyone one of you has that
much invested in this struggle.
“It is a question of whether
you will get more or less bread.”

W

ITHIN two
days Ettor had
organised a
strike committee of 50
workers with
four representatives from
each ethnic group.
He also established substitute
representatives, knowing that
workers’ resistance could result
in imprisonment or even death.
He was right. During a
walkout, police shot and killed
striker Anna LoPizzo.
Ettor and Giovannitti, who at
the time, were giving speeches
three miles away, were falsely
arrested as accomplices.
The IWW sent more
o rganisers to Lawrence and
workers continued to attend
weekly mass meetings to discuss tactics and the direction of
the strike.
Workers agreed to keep scabs
from entering the mills with
impenetrable mass picket lines
involving thousands of strikers.
Thousands of workers
marched through the streets of
Lawrence.
They held hands and chanted
every day across the ten week
strike during an incredibly cold
winter.
At night some workers would
chant and sing outside the
windows of scabs to make sure
they couldn’t sleep.
IWW organiser Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn said, “The IWW
has been accused of pushing
women to the front. This is not
true.
“Rather, the women have not
been kept in back, and so they
have naturally moved to the
front.”

ence rally
THE WOMEN textile strikes in Lawr

LAWRENCE 1912
WORKERS UNITE T
A hundred and ten years ago immigrant and women
textile workers came together to beat the bosses and fight
attacks on their wages in Lawrence in the US. Sam Ord
tells their inspiring story that has lessons for today

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn

So workers turned to the
newly founded Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW).
The IWW was founded
by mostly anarcho-syndicalists with socialists and
revolutionaries in 1905.
Later known as “The
Wobblies”, the IWW’s main goal
was to build one large union to
replace the fragmented craft
unions.
In Lawrence it chose militant actions to build solidarity
among the strikers.
The IWW had only a few
hundred members but sent one
of its organisers, Joseph Ettor,
to the mills.

‘‘

The militant
legacy of the
strike scared
bosses across
the US

Ettor had an understanding
that the mill bosses exploited
workers by widening gender,
ethnic and language differences.
Often workers only lived
and worked with people of
their own gender, nationality
or language.
Ettor arrived with Arturo
Giovannitti, the secretary of the
Italian Socialist Federation and
editor of the socialist newspaper, The Proletarian.
Giovannitti could speak five
languages and helped w ith
translating. Ettor addressed
the workers—with the help
of Giovannitti—saying, “Fifty
cents buys ten loaves of bread.

HE STRIKE committee sought financial
support and aid for
the workers and
their families.
They organised a
strike fund averaging $1,000
each day for 50,000 people reliant on the mill’s wages.
When the worker’s financial
hardship peaked, Lawrence
strikers copied a tactic used in
Italy.
They used the solidarity
gained from other workers in
different cities to temporarily provide a home for strikers’
children.
Train loads of children were
sent to supporters’ homes.
Around 5,000 members of
the Italian Socialist Federation
met them off the train in New
York, singing the Internationale.
One organiser of the children’s accommodation was
Margaret Sanger.
She described the children’s
clothes as “rags” adding, “Out
of the 119 children, only four
had underwear on.” Meanwhile
in Lawrence mass pickets
and protests resulted in more
repression from both bosses and
the state.
The bosses depended on

police, soldiers and their own
hired thugs, to fight in their
interests.
On 24 February police
attacked a parade of children.
Children were taken and 30
mothers were arrested.
On most picket lines troops
would point bayonets at
w orkers—and stabbed one

Syrian worker in the back.
Throughout the strike
workers became more militant.
It was the only way the strike
could survive against state
violence.
Their demands also widened.
Not only were they fighting for
pay, but also dignity.
Author Meredith Tax
explains in The Rising of the
Women, “The first instance
of striker ‘violence’ occurred
when a group of Italian women
caught a policeman alone on
the bridge.
“They took his gun, club
and star, and were beginning
to remove his pants before
throwing him into the river
when the cavalry charged and
rescued him.”

ANALYSIS

The Labour left is reduced to
a strategy of ‘stay and sulk’
Momentum wants
the left inside Labour.
Nick Clark disagrees,
arguing struggle lies
outside parliament

O

N 12 March bosses
surrendered.
Workers won a pay
rise of between 5
and 11 percent .
The workers sang
the Internationale in unison in several languages in
celebration.
The militant legacy of the
Lawrence strikers scared bosses
across the US.
Other companies handed out
pay rises to prevent w
 orkers’
uprisings.
The victory also saw a growth
in the IWW, which recruited
16,000 workers.
The IWW’s tactics and success in Lawrence showed the
potential for organising among
workers ignored by the AFL.
It’s true also today that some
union leaders don’t want the
challenge of organising in
industries where new groups
of poorly paid workers are
concentrated.
But Lawrence showed that
intensive organising can build
the strength to shut down production and win, regardless of
gender, age or nationality.
Following the Lawrence
victory, the IWW faced a
backlash from the bosses who
attacked its radical politics as
“anti-Christian”.
But that wasn’t the main
reason for the decline in organisation in Lawrence.
The syndicalist politics of the
IWW—based on militant trade

READ MORE

lNothing to Lose But
Our Chains: Work and
Resistance in TwentyFirst-Century Britain
by Jane Hardy
£19.99
lThem and Us :
Fighting the class war
1910-1939
by John Newsinger
£7.99
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The Children’s
parade during
the strike (top)
Police trying
to intimidate
strikers and
protesters (above)

lLawrence and the
1912 Bread and Roses
strike
by Robert Forrant and
Susan Grabski £15.88
Available at
Bookmarks, the
socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

unionism and avoiding political questions—were highly
successful in a period of rising
struggle.
But the tendency was for
the IWW to move on from one
site of struggle to new areas
without consolidating a base.
Some socialists argued for a
revolutionary organisation to
bind Lawrence workers to the
militant legacy they created.
But their influence was too
small to achieve this vision.
In the coming years nearly
all of the gains had been lost,
and many trade unionists were
sacked.
But the strike for “bread and
roses” showed that workers
ignored by the top-down union
organisations could strike and
win.
It also showed that despite
bosses use of racism and sexism
to divide the workforce, workers can be united in their fight
for a better world.

“STAY AND sulk”—that’s
the future Momentum
offers to its supporters
questioning their place in
the Labour Party today.
It’s the appeal of left
wing writer Jeremy Gilbert,
who spoke to Momentum
supporters on a Twitter
broadcast last Thursday.
It was also his suggestion
in a Momentum bulletin
late last month.
To those who’d rather
quit, Gilbert says, “You’re
thinking like a liberal.”
For Gilbert, deciding if
you support Labour based
on its current policies or
leadership mimics the
mindset of the liberal media
and Labour’s leadership.
The Labour Party isn’t
like a football team you
choose to support, says
Gilbert—it’s the pitch on
which the game is played.
Leaving Labour “is
merely to concede the entire
match to the opposition.”
So for Gilbert it’s
not Labour that’s the
problem, but the right
wing faction in charge.
And the battle between
left and right reflects the
“key fault line between
political progressives and
their opponents in Britain.”

Absenting

Anyone leaving Labour is
“simply absenting themselves
from the frontline of political
struggle altogether.”
Yet this is also a viewpoint
shared by the liberal media
and Labour’s leadership. It
sees politics as something
that happens mostly—
if not entirely—inside
parliament and its parties.
That’s a narrow
view of politics.
The two greatest political
movements in Britain in
the past few years—Black
Lives Matter and the climate
change movements—took
place outside Labour.
And if there are to be
strikes over wages and
battles over the cost of

ACTIVISTS ARE wasting their time fighting within Keir
Starmer’s party

living crisis, those are
inevitably political too.
To see the Labour Party
as the centre of politics risks
either marginalising these,
or funnelling them towards
a parliamentary dead end.
The defeat of Corbynism
should have provoked some
reflection on the strategy
of the Labour left and the
nature of the party itself.
Labour is not like a football
pitch with two opposing
sides. Both left and right are
tied together in the same
organisation through their
shared focus on parliament.
As Gilbert himself says,
this means appealing to
all sections of society for
votes. “Inevitably this will
result in internal conflicts,
and a situation in which
different political tendencies
will have to fight it out.”
What Gilbert doesn’t say
is that Labour must also
prove itself the “responsible”
party of government.
That’s why the right is
always concentrated
in the party’s MPs.

‘‘

Fighting for a
left wing Labour
Party has
turned into
campaigning for
a right wing one

It’s also what gives
the right power.
The right might feel they’re
better off without Labour’s
left wing membership. But
the left utterly depends
on unity with the right.
The centrality of
parliament, elections and
staying in Labour always
forces the left to fall into line.
Gilbert says Keir Starmer
has “made himself the
political enemy of anyone
who is even vaguely on the
left of the Labour Party.”
But he also says the reason
to stay in Labour is that it’s
the only parliamentary party
that can beat the Tories.

Election

So what does that mean
when an election comes?
If you’re a left wing Labour
activist, you have to stop
fighting your “political
enemy” Starmer and work
to get him elected instead.
Fighting for a left
wing Labour Party has
turned into campaigning
for a right wing one.
Avoiding that means
turning your focus towards
the real “key fault line”—
the onslaught on working
class people by a ruling class
determined to defend their
system and their profits.
It means building the
struggles outside parliament
that can topple Boris
Johnson. You’re better
placed to do that outside
Labour, where you won’t
have to put it on hold to
campaign for Starmer.
And you won’t have to
sulk anymore either.
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Right wingers gear up attacks on green levies
households’ bills, but only
because bosses drive up
energy prices to pay for them.
Green levies on energy
are a small step in the right
direction to hold energy
companies to account
for their impact on the
environment.
They take some of the
emphasis away from blaming
individuals for the climate
crisis and put it back on the
real culprits—the bosses.
More green taxes on the
rich, who overwhelmingly
have more polluting lifestyles
than the poor, would also be
welcome.

by SOPHIE SQUIRE

WITH A drastic rise in gas
and electricity bills set to hit
households this year, right
wing figures and the bosses
are looking for ways to deflect
the crisis.
Former UKIP leader Nigel
Farage, industry bosses and
some Tory MPs have called
for the scrapping of “green
levies” to cut energy bills.
It’s a deliberate attempt
to direct people’s anger
against environmental activists and action against climate change, rather than the
energy firms and the bosses.
It’s also an attempt to
pretend that the Tories and
some of the very rich are on
the side of “ordinary people”
against the “out of touch” climate activists. That campaign
has to be wholly rejected.
But that doesn’t mean that
green levies are in any way
perfect.
A green levy is a type of
tax that, in theory, acts as an
incentive for companies to
make greener choices.
Levy schemes can also be
implemented to persuade
energy companies to keep

Emissions

SOME OF the “green levy” is used to boost nuclear power

the bills down for those in
fuel poverty and protect the
environment.
The Energy Company
Obligation (ECO) is one
of those schemes. It says it
will “improve the ability of
low income, fuel poor and
v ulnerable households to
heat their homes.”

Other schemes such as the
Renewables Obligation are
in place to encourage energy
suppliers to switch to renewables for their e lectricity
supply.
But some of the money goes
to the highly u
 nsustainable
nuclear industry.
And the money for the

Picture: Mark Robinson/Wikimedia

Warm Home Discount
Scheme for the poorest
people is also part of the
levies. That means slightly
better off people are paying
to cut the bills of the poorest.
That money should be
coming from the rich and the
corporations.
These levies do impact

According to a 2020 report
from Oxfam and the
Stockholm Environment
Institute, the world’s wealthiest 10 percent of people were
responsible for around half
of global emissions in 2015.
The top one percent were
responsible for 15 percent of
greenhouse emissions.
That’s almost twice as much
as the poorest 50 percent of
people, who were responsible
for just 7 percent.
But of course the bosses
and rich would rather not
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Institutional sexism puts
women’s health at risk
Misdiagnosis, mistreatment and longer wait times are all symptoms of a
sexist health system. Isabel Ringrose investigates the gender health gap
SEXISM is putting women’s
lives at risk. Britain has the
largest female health gap in the
G20 and the 12th largest
globally.
The reality of the gender health
gap means women are more likely to
be misdiagnosed and less likely to be
taken seriously.
Pains are often dismissed, so the
wait for painkillers is longer.
But the gender health gap is not
random. It is the result of institutional sexism that is reflected within
the NHS.
Jackie Applebee, chair of Doctors
in Unite, told Socialist Worker that
the gender gap in healthcare is
“shocking”.
“How society is set up feeds back
into the idea of women’s problems,”
she said. “There’s little understanding
in society, so women are regularly
given tokenistic support.
“But it’s about the way society is
set up. The system makes it so that
health workers can hold sexist or
racist ideas.

with dementia, who receive worse
medical treatment than men, make
fewer visits to the GP and take more
potentially harmful medication.
Girls and women with autism are
also underdiagnosed as less research
is done on them.
Social stereotypes mean girls and
women acting “shy” or “quiet”—
symptoms of autism—is seen as not
a concern.
Even before women make it to a
doctor’s surgery, they are underrepresented in clinical trials.
Research proposed by women
for women is not allotted the same
funding as research proposed by men
for men.
Historically, women were excluded
from clinical drug trials based on
unfounded concerns that female hormone fluctuations make women difficult to study.
Women are more likely than men
to suffer adverse side effects of medications because drug dosages have
been based on trials conducted on
men.
From 2015-16 women made up
Network
43 percent of participants in trials
“Medicine is built on an ‘old boys’ globally—an increase. Yet in 2015
n etwork’. That’s about class— Women’s Health Research at Yale

paternalism of the establishment.”
University in the US found a drug
From being more at risk in surgery intended for women tested on 25 parto being underdiagnosed, women’s ticipants—23 being men.
mistreatment in health is widespread.
“Women can have horrific periWomen are 32 percent more likely ods every month and during menoto die when their surgery is carried pause face real problems, but they’re
out by a male than a female.
pushed into the arms of big pharma,”
Women also have a 16 p ercent Jackie said.
greater risk of complications,
“If society was set up differently,
11 percent greater risk of readmis- they could be supported through
sion, and are 20 percent more likely these physiological processes, not be
to stay in hospital longer when exposed to drugs linked to things like
treated by a man.
a higher rate of breast cancer.”
The health gap extends to women
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Black women are far more likely to die in childbirth
FEMALE-specific
health conditions
such as endometriosis and
pregnancy-related issues
are overlooked.
On average it takes
seven to eight years for
women to be diagnosed
with endometriosis.
Around 40 percent of
women need over ten GP
appointments before being
referred to a specialist.
Although maternal
death in Britain is rare,
there are disproportionate
outcomes, particularly
based on race.
Black women are four

times more likely to
die in childbirth. And
women in deprived
areas are twice as likely
to die during or after
pregnancy than women
living in affluent areas.
Maternity organisation
Mbrrace found that seven
of 100,000 white women
died in pregnancy, while
12 in 100,000 Asian, and
32 black women died.
Black women routinely
report being badly
treated, with concerning
symptoms dismissed.
A reason for this is that
medical research focuses

on experiences of white
women. Mars Lord, is
a doula, workers who
support people to have
a positive experience
of pregnancy, birth
and the early weeks
with a new baby.
She told the BBC,

Research
ignores women
CORONARY heart
disease is the
single biggest killer of
women, yet it is often
considered a “man’s
disease” as it is more
common among men.
“Women won’t always
get the symptoms
of crushing central
chest pain—they’re
often told what they
have is something else
like stress,” Jackie
explained.
So, women are 59
percent more likely
to be misdiagnosed
following a heart
attack.
Jackie said that
when looking at clinical
trials, “most are done
on men”. Women only
made up 25 percent
of participants across
31 landmark trials
between 1987 and 2012.
Jackie pointed to a
Whitehall study that
examined civil servants
over decades—but only
men.
“This means a lot of
heart treatments are
geared towards white
men. They’d take the
findings that informed
treatment for heart
disease and extrapolate
them, but it’s not
appropriate.”

High gender
pay gap
On other pages...

“When you start to
talk about the way
you felt you’ve been
treated people say no
it’s not racism, it’s not
black women it’s all
women. You’re shut
down and silenced.
“We need to dismantle
the stereotypes of
the angry and strong
black woman—we
need to allow people
the freedom to say ‘I’m
struggling’ rather than
shutting them down.”
Lack of research
is combined with
racist stereotypes. “A

recent study found the
NHS is institutionally
racist,” Jackie said.
Jackie thinks
restrictions and charges
on health care for
immigrants “plays
into poor outcomes
in childbirth.”
“People have to fly
under the radar and don’t
register for antenatal
care,” she said.
“Women who don’t
speak English are more
reliant on husbands or
kids to be an interpreter,
so the details won’t
get through.”
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WOMEN workers
in healthcare also
face sexism. Around
86 percent of senior
surgeons in Britain are
men.
The median gender
pay gap across the
NHS was 16.7 percent
in March 2020, despite
55.2 percent of NHS
England workers being
women.
But sexist ideas aren’t
planted into the minds
of male health workers.
Jackie said, “Society
is run by white
middle class men,
so their perspective
is the predominant
perspective.
“Together they
reinforce each other’s
ideas. We now know
more diversity is
important, but it still
doesn’t seem to be
changing enough.”
But Jackie added that
simply putting middle
class women in high
roles doesn’t solve the
issue, because it “relies
on a shared experience
of women.”
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EDUCATION ROUND-UP

REPORTS
BINS

TEACHERS’ PAY FIGHT

Fight to stop
academy by Feb

TEACHERS AND support
staff at St. Matthews Church
of England primary school
in Preston are escalating
strikes against plans to
academise the school on
1 February.
The workers walked out for
five days before Christmas
and were set to strike again
from Tuesday of this week,
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday of next week, and
25, 26 and 27 January.
NEU membership has
more than doubled since the
beginning of the dispute. The
workforce is now 60 percent
unionised, meaning any
action forces the school to
close.
Parents, councillors
and local residents have
expressed support and
solidarity.
lMessages of ssupport to
NEU rep Julie Copeland at
juliecopeland1000@gmail.com

More strikes called
in east London
WORKERS AT Newham
Sixth Form College are set
to continue strikes next
week over bad management
practices and proposed
academisation. Bosses have
so far refused to back down.
Workers mobilised at a
strike rally on Tuesday and
have called weekly strike days
up until the February half
term.
lMessages of support to
Newvic rep Rob Behan at
redirob@gmail.com

Universities fight
looks set to grow
UNIVERSITY WORKERS are
looking ahead to building
larger and stronger strikes
this year.
Workers at 58 universities
struck last year to strike
over cuts to the Universities
Superannuation Scheme
(USS) pensions scheme.
They are also fighting over
equal pay, casual contracts,
workload and a real term pay
rise.
Now workers at more
institutions could join them.
Members of the UCU
union in branches that did
not surpass the 50 percent
threshold required by Tory
anti-union laws have been
able to vote again.
Those votes were set to
end on Friday of this week.
More workers joining the
strikes from more universities
can force the bosses to bend
to their demands.
The UCU Solidarity
Movement has organised
an online student-staff
assembly, set to take place on
29 January, to raise support
for striking workers.
The event will be an
essential forum to discuss
what happens next after the
results of the reballot are in.
lRegister for the assembly at

bit.ly/Solidarity290122

Push for big turnout in
union’s national pay survey

CONFIDENCE ON the picket line in Coventry

Picture: Richard Milner

Labour’s sham offer is
rubbish say strikers
by RICHARD MILLNER
AROUND 75 Coventry
refuse collection drivers are
striking over pay, alongside
an indefinite overtime ban.
The workers struck for two
days last week and were set
to strike again from Tuesday
to Friday this week, as well as
on Tuesday and Friday next
week.
And they recently
announced more strike days
towards the end of January
and throughout February and
March.
Union membership is
well over 95 percent of the
workforce.
Almost every driver has
been on the picket line, with
the exception of drivers having
to isolate.
The one driver who
originally took a truck out on
the first hour of the dispute
relented and joined the strike
immediately after.
The Labour council’s
response to the pay claim
was to offer to increase their

contractual hours to 45 hours a
week to cover the claim.
In effect, rather than
increasing hourly pay, the
council offered workers longer
working days instead.
Bosses claim that drivers
are on more money than they
actually are. They say most are
on £34,000 and they can earn
as much as £52,000.
In fact, the pay scales
for drivers start at £22,183
and take 11 years to get to
£27,741.
This is a far cry from the
Labour council’s claims.
As one striker put it, “If we
were earning what they claim
we are, then we wouldn’t be
on strike.”
lDonations to Unite WM/7116
Coventry Local Government:
a/c number 20302665 and
sort code 60-83-01

lREFUSE WORKERS in
Eastbourne continued a
strong strike this week
over pay and conditions,
and now more workers
are voting to join them.

A NATIONAL pay “survey”
inside the NEU education
union starts this week. It is
the next stage in a campaign
to win an 8 percent pay rise
for all teachers for each
of the next two years.
The survey will run
for three weeks and will
ask members if they are
prepared to back the
campaign with strike action.
There is no doubt all who
work in schools urgently
need a pay rise. Teachers
have seen real pay fall
by 17 percent since 2010
due to pay freezes and
below inflation pay rises.
In the coming weeks
it is vital that every area
holds the pay briefings for
members that many have
already set up for next week.
Meetings need to
happen in as many schools
as possible, pushing the
arguments for a pay rise
and the need to fight for it.
The bigger the turnout in
the survey the more chance
there is of then moving
towards real action.
The union will have
national results as well as
district and even school
level results from the survey.
So all options can and
should be on the table for
taking the fight forward.
Some in the union’s

leadership may want
to wait to we see what
the government does in
September, then restart the
campaign in the autumn.
This would be wrong. We
need to build on the survey
and develop the campaign
on pay through the coming
months. If the turn-out
in the survey is strong
enough we should move
quickly to proper ballots.
And we should look at all
the options for the summer
term—from ballots to
national demonstrations—
along with other workers.
Pay is linked to all the
other issues driving anger
in schools. Unless any pay
award is fully funded it will
simply lead to more cuts.
Schools are on average
9 percent per pupil worse off
in funds than a decade ago.
This, coupled with the
government’s use of the
Ofsted inspectorate, has also
driven soaring workload
in schools. And the Tories’
awful response to Covid
also adds to the anger.
The general anti‑Tory
feeling now can boost
this campaign.
Pay can be the issue
that draws the anger
together and takes a fight
to the government.
Paul McGarr

Drivers in Adur and
Worthing were set to vote in a
consultative ballot for strikes
this week.
The ballot will close on
19 January.
The workers are members
of the GMB union.
Workers struck last Friday
and on Monday of this week,
blocking lorries from crossing
picket lines and leaving the
depot.
A striking worker on a
picket line said, “Now we’ve
consolidated with Lewes
council we should be paid
the same as the Lewes
refuse crews. We do the
same job. We’re run by the
same council. We’d like fair
pay across the board and
conditions.”
Further strikes were set to
take place from Friday of this
week until Friday 28 January.
Drivers are in a solid
position to fight for more pay
due to a shortage of workers.
More workers joining this
fight will only make this strike
stronger.

Postal workers in Amesbury, Wiltshire, walked out on
Monday in ‘total frustration’ over workload. They returned
after bosses made ‘assurances,’ according to the CWU union

children moved to Dumfries.
Colin was a committed EIS
activist both at work and in
the union.
He won enormous respect
from his workmates and union
colleagues. He was a regular
delegate to the annual EIS
National conference, where he
would proudly sell Socialist
Worker.
He was a stalwart in
refugee rights work and was
instrumental in launching
Stand Up To Racism in Paisley.
He organised its first public
meeting with speakers from
his own union and from
Paisley TUC, where he was an
EIS delegate.
He continued this work
when he later moved to
Dumfries, particularly around
the Black Lives Matter
movement.

Colin was curious,
co‑operative, enthusiastic and
lively.
He remained the friendliest,
kindest and most modest of
comrades.
He was a committed party
member, even latterly during
declining health, which he
faced with a great inner
strength.
He made many friends and
was a source of inspiration
and enjoyment to them,
especially the comrades
and colleagues he worked
alongside.
We all miss him.
Our thoughts and
sympathies go out to his
parents Frances and Tommy,
his children Tony, Madeline
and Nicole, their mum Amy,
and his sisters Julie and
Fiona.

POSTAL WORKERS

OBITUARY
Colin Vetters
1966-2022
OUR GOOD friend and
comrade Colin Vetters has
died after being diagnosed
with a virulent cancer in
February of last year.
Colin was a principled
trade union activist all his
working life, a warm-hearted
socialist schoolteacher and
a committed anti-racist and
anti-fascist campaigner.
Born in 1966, Colin grew
in Pollok, the large post-war
council estate on Glasgow’s
Southside.
A clever pupil, he left
school to study science at
Strathclyde University, where
in 1985 he joined the Socialist
Worker Student Society and
the SWP. After graduating

Colin Vetters
he worked for a time as an
NHS lab technician before
completing his teacher
training at the end of the
1980s.
After that, he taught at
Paisley Grammar School until
a few years ago, when he,
his partner Amy and their

Family members are rightly
proud of him and have been
comforted by the breadth
of fondness and respect
expressed for Colin at this
difficult time.
Colin’s funeral takes place
on Saturday 15 January
at 11am at the Hurlet
Crematorium, Glasgow Road,
G53 7TH.
While his family welcome
friends to attend they are very
conscious of the threat posed
by Covid.
They have arranged a video
link, which can be watched
live or via a recording being
made available for up to seven
days after the funeral.
For details, message
with your email address on
Facebook at
facebook.com/colin.vetters
Dave Sherry

Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
TRANSPORT AND MANUFACTURING

Karen Reissmann
lMessages of support to
sohailkhan05@aol.com Picket
lines at Walshaw Street, Oldham,
OL1 3TR every strike day.

Strikers are angry at bosses’ double standards

Wincanton B&Q strikers
are going all-out to win
HUNDREDS OF Unite
members at the Wincanton
B&Q warehouse in
Worksop are now on all
out continuous strike.
The mood is very upbeat
on the picket lines.
Strikers in the Unite union
are outside the depot from
5am to 11pm in three shifts.
They know that very
little is moving and B&Q
stores will feel the impact.
Their anger is fuelled
by knowing that B&Q
made huge profits all
through the pandemic.

nWORKERS AT Chep UK in
Trafford Park Manchester are
continuing their all out strike
against an insulting 2 percent
pay offer.
The strikers, in the Unite
union, remain confident and
upbeat. Bosses have complained about the noise they
are making on their picket
line. There has been lots of
support from passing traffic,

and some success in pickets
turning around Calor Gas
deliveries.
After years of low pay
rises, workers feel now is the
time to fight.
The pallets that the firm
produces are essential to
delivering online orders.
Workers kept going
throughout the Covid
pandemic and they have seen

The union has already
announced that Night Tube
strikes are to be extended
through to the summer
in a continuing fight to
prevent the ripping up of
staffing arrangements.
RMT members on
the Central and Victoria
Lines will strike every
Friday and Saturday
starting from 8.30pm
to 4.30am until June.
Tube worker Phil
Rowan told Socialist
Worker, “The strike goes
back to 2017 when Night
Tube first came in.
“To run it LU employed
people whose job was to
specifically work the Night
Tube—they’d do Friday and
Saturday nights and that
was how it always ran.
“During Covid the
Night Tube stopped.
“It’s now back but the
company wants every

driver to take a turn
on the night shift.
“The company wants
them to work extra
weekends—three of four
a year. It’s dangerous
and there’s no work‑life
balance there.”
nTUBE DRIVERS on the
Metropolitan line based at
the Neasden depot in west
London have confirmed
new strikes. Drivers
voted overwhelmingly
for action over the
imposition of rosters.
RMT members won’t
book on for any shifts for
24 hours from 11.30am,
20 January and from the
same time on 10 February.
RMT general secretary
Mick Lynch said, “There’s a
toxic culture developing at
LU which amounts to ripping
up normal procedures.”
Sam Ord

Midlands. sort code 60-83-01,
a/c 20173975. Give online
reference Wincanton

the bosses’ profits go through
the roof.
Trade unionists and local
people have brought solidarity, and wood for the
braziers. Pickets continue
around the clock.

Sue Caldwell
lTweet messages of support to
@Unite_NortWest.
lFor videos of the strikes go to
socialistworker.co.uk/swp-tv/

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

A major battle on the Tube coming
as 10,000 workers could strike soon

Like many “essential”
workers they risked
everything to keep the
stores going and now are
demanding a 6 percent
payrise in line with the
official rate of inflation.
There is also bitterness
at the way some managers
who are still working have
been treating them.
Solidarity is important.
Jeannie Robinson
lSend donations to Unite East

BUSES

PICKETING AT First Bus (left) and Chep UK

LONDON UNDERGROUND

A BALLOT of 10,000 RMT
union members across the
whole of London
Underground (LU) has
retuned a Yes vote that
exceeds the Tories’ anti‑union
turnout thresholds.
In a result announced
on Monday, workers voted
94 percent for strikes on
a 52 percent turnout.
This should be the prelude
to a major strike battle.
Workers are fighting
bosses’ refusal to give
assurances on jobs, pensions
and working conditions
in the midst of a financial
crisis on the Tube driven
by central Government.
The company has already
said it plans to axe 600 jobs.
Now after the positive
vote for action, RMT leaders
must immediately move
to hard-hitting strikes to
win on all these issues and
the Night Tube dispute.
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Buses and Chep UK
strike in Manchester
AROUND 300 Unite union
members at the Oldham
depot of First Bus started
a strike on Monday over
pay and shifts.
They say they will strike
each week until management
cave in.
The strike was completely
solid, with the picket growing
stronger by the minute as
more workers arrived.
Not one bus went out,
causing massive disruption
to bus services, including
all school buses. The workers are determined to fight
for fairness having voted
99 percent Yes to action.
Their last pay rise was in
2019 and they have had no
rise since. Drivers with a lot
of responsibility earn only
£12.40 an hour.
Their shifts were changed
at the start of the pandemic
to accommodate lower
passenger numbers.
But now numbers have
picked back up, the company
refuses to move the shifts
back. Some workers are losing
£8,500 a year as a result.

Socialist Worker

Pay fight in
the councils?
THE RESULTS of a strike
ballot over pay by council
and school workers in
England and Wales was set to
end on Friday of this week.
Some 375,000 members of
the Unison union are voting
to strike after council bosses
offered them a pay increase
that’s well below inflation—
effectively a pay cut.
Unison activists have
been striving to ensure the
ballot meets the 50 percent
turnout threshold demanded
by anti-union laws.
If the ballot succeeds,
Unison should call strike
dates immediately.
But even if the ballot
doesn’t hit the threshold,
it can’t be the end of
the campaign.
Union leaders should
defy the law if necessary—
and activists have to
argue for action wherever
possible, and build the
campaign further.
Nick Clark

Strikers have won wide support

Fightback at S York buses
AROUND 560 Stagecoach
workers in South Yorkshire
started the New Year
with an all-out, indefinite
strike in their claim for
a decent pay rise.
The Unite union
members should have
had a rise last February.
There are four bus
garages in South Yorkshire
all highly unionised
and all have seen large,
determined picket lines.
Unite Community, the
Better Buses campaign,
the three local trades
councils and other unions
including the NEU have
visited the picket lines.
Pickets have been
enthused by constant
beeps of support from
passing traffic.
Campaigners organised
large Christmas cards for
the four depots which were
signed by over 200 people
in just over an hour.
Most of the public know
that a decent bus service
can only be provided
by well-paid drivers—
Barnsley alone is short of

30 drivers out of 150.
Stagecoach bosses
have tried to organise
scab buses but have had
very little success.
Pickets are angry that
management have attempted
to turn the public against
them by issuing statements
that grossly distort the
present pay offer.
Bosses say they have
offered 9 percent but the
offer is actually 6 percent
with only 3 percent on the
11 months’ back pay.
There is also anger
that management is
threatening to cut holiday
pay when work resumes.
Plans are being made for
solidarity rallies in Sheffield,
Barnsley and Rotherham.
The Stagecoach workers
are pleased with the support
they are getting from their
union with good strike pay.
If the dispute
continues a strike fund
is likely to be set up.
George Arthur and
Julia Armstrong
lMessages of support to

Phil.Bown@unitetheunion.org
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COLSTON IS dumped in Bristol harbour

KEEP FIGHTING SO
MORE STATUES FALL
by ISABEL RINGROSE and
SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE VICTORY for the Colston
Four last week should spark
similar acts of resistance
against racism and the Tories’
draconic policing bill.
More statues linked to
racism should be torn down.
Acts of defiance against the
Tories’ agenda and more
direct action have to be the
legacy of Colston falling.
And the not guilty verdict
shows the power anti-racist
movements can have to affect
and influence ideas in society.
An angry crowd pulled
down the statue of slave
trader Edward Colston and
threw it into the harbour
during a Black Lives Matter
(BLM) protest in June 2020.
This took place during a
wave of worldwide protests in
the wake of the police murder
of George Floyd in the US.
The momentous protest
sparked similar actions to
remove statues from Britain’s
colonial past.
Last Wednesday four

activists were cleared of
criminal charges for toppling
Colston.
Rhian Graham, Milo
Ponsford, Jake Skuse and
Sage Willoughby—known
as the Colston Four—were
charged with criminal damage
in December 2020.
After a ten-day trial, the
jury found them not guilty,
with only two voting against.
The Colston Four argued
that tearing down his statue
wasn’t criminal.
Willoughby said Colston
was a “racist and a slave trader
who murdered thousands and
enslaved even more”.
Crowds greeted the four
with loud cheers outside
Bristol Crown Court after the
verdict was announced.
Protesters held banners that
read, “We toppled Colston,”
and, “Glad Colston is gone.”
Willoughby hailed the verdict as a “victory for Bristol,
a victory for racial equality
and a victory for anyone who
wants to be on the right side
of history.”
For decades Bristol City
Council ignored pleas to

remove Colston. After his
statue was toppled, the council recovered it from the water
and claimed £3,750 worth of
damage had been done.
One of the lawyers, Raj
Chada, said, “The truth is that
the defendants should never
have been prosecuted.
“It is shameful that Bristol
City Council did not take
down the statue of slaver
Edward Colston that had
caused such offence to people
in Bristol.”

The not guilty verdict is a
blow to the Tories and home
secretary Priti Patel, who is
grabbing more powers for
the police and ramping up
repression.
And it shows the impact the
BLM movement had in inspiring people, both black and
white, to take such action and
protect them in the aftermath.

Damage

But the not guilty verdict
does not mean tearing down

Protesters outside the Bristol court with a banner

‘‘

The courts
cannot be
relied on to
defend
protesters

s tatues or causing damage
while on protests, is now
safe.
An alternative jury might
find a different group accused
of a similar crime guilty under
different circumstances.
Another set of criminal
proceedings may also turn out
less positively if those put on
the stand were not white.
Already it’s clear that the
courts cannot be relied on to
defend protesters.
Just last month Ryan
Roberts was jailed for 14

years after setting fire to a
police van in Bristol during
Kill The Bill protests.
Riot police attacked demonstrators over multiple
nights as the state cracked
down on any who resisted it.
And with Patel’s incoming
Police, Crime, Sentencing
and Courts bill, the Tories are
hoping that resistance will be
severely restricted.
The bill is currently on its
report stage in the House of
Lords.
Clause 46 would increase
sentences for “criminal
damage to memorials” from
three to ten years and significantly raise the cost of fines.
The drop in the movement
against the bill means
smashing it before it becomes
law seems less and less likely.
It may also be a reason why
protesters such as Roberts
have faced such a harsh
sentence.
Making the law unworkable
by defying its clauses—continuing to protest loudly—will
be the best way to fight the
Tories.
The not guilty verdict

should encourage everyone
to resist the Tories’ racism and
authoritarian laws, and keep
mobilising on the streets.
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