
ENERGY FIRMS 
CASH-IN AS BILLS 
GO THROUGH THE 
ROOF >>Page 3

FROM COLD WAR 
TO NEW COLD WAR 
How Nato and EU expansion sowed seeds for war in Ukraine >>Pages 10&11
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WORKERS’ STRUGGLE

How workers  
beat the Tories  
at Saltley Gate 
FIFTY YEARS ago striking coal 
miners in Britain took on a 
Tory government—and won.

A key battle was turned to 
victory with the support of 
tens of thousands of workers 
in Birmingham.

Pete Jackson tells the 
inspiring story of class 
solidarity.
>>Pages 14&15

PAY FIGHT 

‘We have the 
power’ sing 
Barts strikers
HUNDREDS OF porters, 
 cleaners, security, reception 
and domestic workers 
are striking this week. 

They do vital work for 
the giant Barts Health NHS 
Trust in east London.

But they are employed 
by the notorious outsourcer 
Serco. 

 Isabel Ringrose reports 
from the vibrant picket line. 
>>Page 20 

SUDAN 

Brave resistance 
as masses return 
to the streets
SUDANESE PEOPLE came 
out in huge numbers 
last week and defied 
repression to oppose Abdel 
Fattah al-Burhan’s reign, 
reports Charlie Kimber.

Local resistance committees 
show an alternative way of 
running society.   
>>Page 8
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How many  Tory ministers 
help out collapsing firm?  
BUSINESSMAN SANJEEV Gupta 
thanked Tory minister Nadhim 
Zahawi for his “personally instru-
mental” role in enabling Greensill 
Capital to make taxpayer-backed 
Covid business support loans, in a 
letter released by the government.

Greensil l  collapsed last year, 
 sparking a lobbying scandal involv-
ing the former prime minister David 
Cameron. 

The Serious Fraud Office also 
launched an investigation into more 
than £300 million of loans to busi-
nesses linked to GFG Alliance, the 
metals conglomerate run by Gupta.

Last year the National Audit Office 
said the government-owned British 
Business Bank gave Greensill Capital 
access to the scheme without  subjecting 
the firm to detailed checks, leaving 
 taxpayers facing a £335 million loss.

It has emerged that in October 2020, 
Gupta sent a letter to Zahawi, then a 
minister in the business department 
thanking him for getting the bank to 

approve Greensill’s access to the loan 
scheme. In the letter, Gupta went as far 
as inviting Zahawi, who was  promoted 
to education secretary in the autumn, 
to a “small gathering” at his steelworks 
in Rotherham to mark the Greensill 
loan success.

The letter was sent days before a 

formal investigation into Greensill 
and the loans to GFG-linked firms was 
launched.

BEIS stated that Zahawi “did not 
respond to the letter, nor did he make 
any subsequent visit to a GFG Alliance 
site”.

 lA FORMER Conservative health 
minister has been rebuked by the 

Westminster lobbying watchdog for 
 setting up a meeting between a phar-
maceutical company and the Covid-19 
vaccines minister at the time.

Steve Brine, the former public 
health minister, who was paid £200 an 
hour as a “strategic adviser” to Sigma 
Pharmaceuticals arranged and sat in on 
a meeting between its executives and 
Nadhim Zahawi. 

At the time Zahawi was in charge of 
the coronavirus vaccine rollout.

Two months after the meeting in 
February 2021 Sigma was awarded a 
£100,000 contract to deliver lateral flow 
tests to pharmacies.

lA ROCKET launched by super-rich 
Elon Musk’s space exploration 

company is on course to crash into 
the Moon and explode. The Falcon 9 
booster was launched in 2015 but after 
completing its mission, it did not have 
enough fuel to return towards Earth 
and instead remained in space. It was 
part of  Musk’s SpaceX programme, a 
commercial company that ultimately aims 
to get humans living on other planets.

Sugar lobby sweetens 
Tories to kill bees 
A TORY minister has 
approved the use of a 
pesticide that can harm 
bees. Environment 
secretary George Eustice 
last week authorised 
the emergency use of a 
product containing 
the chemical 
thiamethoxam. 

The 
decision came 
despite expert 
advisers finding 
pollution from the 
pesticide would damage 
bees and river life, and 
requirements for its use 
had not been met.

In 2018, the European 
Union and Britain 
imposed an almost total 
ban on thiamethoxam 

because of the serious 
damage the chemical 
could cause to bees.

At the time of the ban, 
Michael Gove, who was 

the environment 
secretary then, 

said Britain 
was in favour 
as it couldn’t 

“afford to put 
our pollinator 
populations 

at risk”.
But British Sugar has 

successfully applied for 
an exemption to allow 
the banned pesticide 
to be used in England 
this year because of 
the threat posed by a 
virus that could hit its 
production and revenues.

Serial negligence  
at auditors KPMG  
TROUBLEMAKER regular, 
auditor KPMG has been 
rocked again by evidence 
of its negligence.

The regulator, the 
Financial Reporting 
Council, has fined 
the firm £4,300,000, 
reduced to £3,010,000 
because it admitted 
some wrongdoing, for 
its handling of its audit 
of the Bargain Booze 
owner Conviviality.

The KPMG partner 
in charge of the audit, 
Nicola Quayle, was 
also fined £110,000.

Conviviality was 
the owner of brands 
including Wine Rack 
and the high end wine 

retailer Bibendum. It 
also distributed drinks 
to chains including 
JD Wetherspoon, Yates 
and Slug and Lettuce.

It was worth 
£500 million and had 
4,000 staff, but collapsed 
into administration. 

KPMG did not spot 
Conviviality’s lies 
that it had exceeded 
earnings targets.

It failed to check 
adequately for fraud.

KPMG also received 
a near-record fine of 
£13 million for misconduct 
related to a conflict of 
interest in the sale of the 
bed company Silentnight 
to a private equity firm.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Boris is like 
Samson in 
the Temple, 
determined to 
pull everything 
down before he 
goes, like a tot 
with a temper 
tantrum’
Ivo Dawnay, Johnson’s brother 
in law

‘A clear-out of 
the Cabinet as 
well as advisers, 
with all the 
neo-socialists, 
green fanatics 
and pro-woke 
crowd exiting 
immediately’
Sunday Telgraph editor  
Allister Heath on what he 
thinks can save Boris Johnson

‘Labour 
membership in 
my constituency 
is falling and 
that’s a good 
thing’
Labour shadow chancellor 
Rachel Reeves

‘Labour now has 
a totally different 
mentality 
towards 
business’
Reeves again
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l ENERGY EFFICIENCY measures have 
saved the average household about 

£1,000 a year in energy bills, and further 
insulation and home improvements 
could halve future bills. That’s according 
to the Regulatory Assistance Project.

But the future savings are unlikely 
unless the government focuses on 
insulation, as the savings so far have 
come from efficiency improvements 
in electrical appliances and boilers. 
So the solution is…insulate Britain.

ZAHAWI  AND Cameron discuss  
the Greensill collapse 

Paying the 
media piper
THE National Endowment 
for Democracy (NED), a 
non-profit corporation 
funded by the US 
Congress, has poured 
over £2.6 million into 
seven British media 
groups over the past five 
years. 

The NED was “created 
to do in the open what 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency has done 
surreptitiously for 
decades”, the New York 
Times reported.

NED money has 
gone to British groups 
Bellingcat, Finance 
Uncovered and 
openDemocracy, as well 
as media freedom and 
training organisations 

Index on Censorship, 
Article 19, the Media 
Legal Defence Initiative, 
and the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation

They may have nothing 
to do with the CIA, but 
why have they taken this 
tainted money?

Allen Weinstein, the 
director of the research 
study that led to the 
creation of the NED in 
the 1980s, remarked in 
1991, “A lot of what we do 
today was done covertly 
25 years ago by the CIA.”

Tories new 
graduate tax
THE government has 
frozen the salary 
threshold at which 
graduates start repaying 
student loans, denting 
the take-home pay of 
university leavers in 
England from April. 

Graduates earning 
£30,000 a year will pay 
an additional annual 
repayment of £113. 

Higher education 
minister Michelle 
Donelan said last Friday 
that the loan repayment 
salary threshold would 
remain at £27,295 for 
the next tax year rather 
than rising by 4.6 percent 
in line with average 
earnings, as is current 
policy. Or essentially a 
tax rise.

Damon Wilson head NED

Aim the rocket at the big round

thing up there 



Increases hit the elderly
A SURVEY conducted by charity 
Age UK found that nearly 
24 percent of older people will 
have to choose between heating 
and food if energy bills rise 
substantially. 

And another 54 percent said 
that they would be forced to heat 
their homes less. 

One woman that 
was interviewed for 
the survey said, “I 
am currently in bed 
keeping warm today 
as it’s so cold and I 
can’t afford to have 
my heating on for the 
whole day.

“I’m reduced 
to showering on 

alternate days, which I hate, 
and I’m eating food that’s 
microwaveable to avoid heating 
my oven.”

Primary school teacher Kate 
Locke told the Guardian, “Since 
Christmas, my bills have gone up 
by £47 to around £110 a month.

“We use hot 
water bottles in the 
evening to avoid 
putting on the 
heating. My son was 
off school with Covid 
recently, and there 
was a real rise in 
bills—we shouldn’t 
have to worry about 
getting our children 
warm.”

Energy bosses cash in as 
prices soar for millions
by SOPHIE SQUIRE 

A SOARING rise in the cost of 
gas and electricity is set to be 
announced on Monday next week. 
The price cap that limits the 
cost for the average customer to 
£1,277 a year is expected to rise 
to close to £2,000. 

It will mean a huge hit on  people’s 
living standards and will push mil-
lions into real hardship. The National 
Energy Action charity says the 
increases could leave over 6  million 
households in fuel poverty across 
Britain.

That’s up from 4 million last 
October.

The price cap currently applies to 
around 22 million households. The 
resulting price rises will come into 
effect in April, just as a big hike in 
national insurance hits most  workers’ 
wages. 

But the Tories are sitting on their 
hands and at the start of this week 
had put forward no measures to hold 
back the surge in prices.

It was expected to tinker with the 
£140 a year warm homes discount, 
the winter fuel payment of up to 
£300, and the cold weather payment 
of £25 a week when the temperatures 
fall below freezing.

But these are small measures to 
cover a gaping need.

The Labour Party has urged the 
Tories to cut value added tax (VAT) 
on bills, but this would lower costs by 
just £90 a year. 

The money’s there to slash bills. 
Energy firms are raking in obscene 
profits. Shell was set to reveal its 
profits on Thursday this week and 
BP next week.

Together they are expected to have 
grabbed £7 billion in profits in the 
last three months of 2021. That’s the 
equivalent of £900 a second. 

Climate killer Shell will come out 
on top, making around £4.3 billion in 

three months. ITM Power will have 
netted around £13.5 billion in 2021.

Shell’s boss Ben van Beurden took 
£5.2 million in pay and perks in 
2020, and nearly £70 million since 
he took charge in 2014. 

BP will report profits of around 
£3 billion in the last three months of 
last year. 

The company’s chief executive 
Bernard Looney was paid £1.7  million 
last year. 

He described the company as 
a “cash machine” last November 
because of soaring commodity prices.

Profits for both companies have hit 
a seven-year high this year owing to 
the rising cost of crude oil. 

And the money oil companies make 
could rise even further. 

Some analysts predict the price of 
oil could rise to over £74 a barrel later 
this year, delivering a bigger payout to 
the fossil fuel firms.

Instead of millions of people 
 suffering, the money to make sure 
there are no price rises should come 
from the oil and gas giants and 
the privatised energy firms. And 
they should all be taken back into 
 democratic public ownership.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Energy prices are rising 
globally and the poorest will be 
hit hardest
lBetween 2010 and 2021, 
dividend payments to 
shareholders in British energy 
companies were £200 billion
lAverage combined gas and 
electricity bills are set to rise by 
around £14 a week in April
lThere will then be a further rise 
in October
lThe government is determined 
to protect companies’ profits

Cold comfort 

SHELL CHIEF executive Ben Van Beurden won’t be worrying about rising bills                     Picture: Shell internationallimited

Immigration
raid targets 
Hackney
couriers
DOES PROTESTING for 
decent pay make you more 
likely to be harassed by 
the police and immigration 
officials?

That’s the question 
delivery drivers in east 
London are asking after 
colleagues were targeted by 
the cops.

Two days after joining 
a protest in Hackney, east 
London, eight food couriers 
found themselves under 
arrest.

The drivers have been 
battling the council and 
numerous delivery apps to 
open up a car park behind 
a McDonald’s for their use. 

They are also 
demanding that they be 
given shelter and a toilet.  

If they use a nearby 
car park even for a short 
time, they are subject to 
fines often larger than the 
amount they hope to make 
in a night’s work. 

The operation against 
the drivers was carried 
out by Charlton Vehicle 
Enforcement Teams, and 
arrests were made by 
Hackney police. 

Harass
A courier that works in 
Hackney but didn’t want 
to be named told Socialist 
Worker that riders had their 
scooters taken. 

“Riders were told 
they had to pick their 
bikes up from Charlton 
Police Pounds, and that 
immigration and the 
police were checking 
their L-plates, food and 
motorbike insurance. 

He added that the police 
regularly harass couriers. 

“Just this week, the 
police were telling workers 
that didn’t have orders to 
clear off the street or be 
fined £65.”

The IWGB union that 
represents the drivers 
responded to the raid 
by tweeting, “Why has 
Hackney Council decided 
to intensify traffic officer 
harassment of riders in 
the Ashwin Street area  
following the protest and 
the handing out of parking 
fines to riders?”

“We demand public 
clarification from the 
Major of Hackney, Phillip 
Glanville, that he had no 
involvement whatsoever 
in this raid taking place 
and for him to publicly 
condemn the raid and show 
his support for the couriers 
keeping Hackney going.”

Tweet support to @IWG_CLB 

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter socialistworker.co.uk
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Gray report 
shows how 
Number 10 
partied as 
people died
by CHARLIE KIMBER

BORIS JOHNSON should have 
gone before an update of civil 
servant Sue Gray’s report into 
parties during lockdown was 
released this week. And he 
should go afterwards.

The report, which had strictly 
 limited terms of reference, was 
never going to be the denunciation 
that Johnson deserves.

And it was further blunted by the 
Metropolitan police’s manoeuvres.

Having commissioned what he 
hoped would be a whitewash, it’s 
no surprise Johnson will spin the 
report as clearing him. It gives the 
appearance of rigorous examination 
to camouflage a cover-up.

But even then its criticisms should 
be enough for Johnson to resign.

The report said, “At least some of 
the gatherings in question represent 
a serious failure to observe not just 
the high standards expected of those 
working at the heart of government 
but also of the standards expected 
of the entire British population at 
the time.”

The Tories partied while ordinary 
people could not visit their dying rel-
atives. They were gathering in their 
dozens while people were ques-
tioned by cops for sitting together 
on a park bench. 

Gray added, “A number of these 
gatherings should not have been 
allowed to take place or to develop 
in the way that they did. 

“There is significant learning to be 
drawn from these events which must 
be addressed immediately across 
government.

“This does not need to wait 
for the police investigations to be 
concluded.”

Wait
The Metropolitan Police had made 
sure that Boris Johnson was given 
the greatest possible chance to 
escape from his lies and hypocrisy.

This is what the establishment 
 rallying round its own looks like.

Last week the Met said Gray’s 
inquiry could be published only if 

it held back anything but “minimal” 
mention of alleged criminal events.

That’s why Gray said, “I am 
extremely limited in what I can 
say about those events and it is 
not possible at present to provide a 
 meaningful report setting out and 
analysing the extensive factual infor-
mation I have been able to gather.”

If an event broke no rules, the 
Met was quite content for everyone 
to read about it. 

Cut
But if the gathering might have 
broken the law, then it had to be 
cut from anything made public until 
criminal investigations are  complete. 
That might take months.

The Met, and in particular its head 
Cressida Dick, has gone through tor-
tuous attempts to help Johnson. 

This is not some frivolous story 
about cakes and whether Johnson 
and his mates sang Abba songs after 
chief adviser Dominic Cummings 
was pushed out.

It is about whether the prime 
minister has committed criminal 
offences. 

Instead of half-hearted and 
blocked investigations he should be 
facing prosecution—and removal 
from Number 10.

BACK STORY
Tory politicians and staff 
held at least 15 parties across 
Whitehall during lockdowns
lThey include a ‘Wine and 
Cheese’ party attended by Boris 
Johnson on May 2020—when 
people were only allowed to meet 
with one other person outdoors
lOn June 2020, Johnson had a 
birthday party with staff
lThe parties revealed the Tories’ 
contempt for ordinary people who 
obeyed rules—and were punished 
for far less JOHNSON DONS protective clothing ahead of the report’s release 

Labour’s Keir Starmer responds 
in most right wing way possible
LABOUR USED Boris Johnson’s 
crisis to make a further play to 
the ruling class to be installed as 
more competent administrators 
of capitalism. 

In his response to Johnson’s 
shambling non-apology on 
Monday, Keir Starmer quoted a 
former Tory prime minister. 

He solemnly lectured 
parliament, “Margaret Thatcher 
once said, ‘The first duty of 
government is to uphold the law. 
If it tries to bob and weave and 
duck around that duty when it’s 
inconvenient, if government does 
that, then so will the governed’.”

Mainstream commentators 
saw this as a master stroke.

Thatcher’s quote comes from 
the Tory conference in 1975. 
She was attacking the Labour 
Clay Cross councillors who 
had refused to implement rent 
increases, and the Shrewsbury 
building workers’ pickets. 

She also denounced “defiance 
of the law” in Northern Ireland 
where people were resisting 
British troops.

Starmer was counterposing 

the “good” Thatcher—friend of 
apartheid South Africa, savage 
destroyer of union strength, 
murderer in the Falklands—
with the loose-living, unserious 
Johnson. 

It would be hard to find a 
worse line of attack.

His concern was that Johnson’s 
behaviour was damaging because 
“cherishing and nurturing British 
democracy is what it means to be 
patriotic”.

And he finished by saying that 
the whole responsibility for what 
happen next lies with Tory MPs.

But this doesn’t mean Johnson 
is necessarily out of the woods.

Downing Street, under 
pressure from Tory MPs, has 
been forced to promise that it 
will publish Gray’s full report 
after the cops’ inquiry ends. 
Only hours earlier Johnson had 
refused that pledge.

Johnson’s backsliding, retreats 
and concessions are still a 
massive problem for him. He 
started by saying parties didn’t 
happen, to then saying he was 
angry about discovering them. 

He then admitted he was present 
during at least one—but he 
thought it was a work event. 

He is now under criminal 
investigation—and the cops have 
300 pictures of the parties.

A string of Tories attacked 
Johnson in parliament. They fear 
he is wrecking their brand and 
will be an unreliable front for 
attacks on working class people.

The next few months will be 
very difficult for the government. 
It plans to unleash tax rises amid 
falling wages and benefits, and a 
soaring cost of living on tens of 
millions of people. 

They go into this period with 
a highly damaged leader, and 
uncertainty about the outcome.

Johnson must not be 
allowed to escape anger
JOHNSON’S attempted 
escape route is clear.

One element is 
for the Tories to 
warmonger and strut 
around eastern Europe 
while they delay any 
further damning 
revelations.

They hope everyone 
will forget about his 
crimes, but there is as 
yet little sign of that 
happening.

A series of polls this 
week showed around 
two-thirds of those 
asked said he should 
resign, including about 
half of those who voted 
Conservative in 2019.

Ministers will be 
pushed out to the 
media to say Gray’s 
report has cleared 
Johnson, and that he 
was right in all the 
“big calls”.

But the most 
important decision he 
made was about the 
timing of lockdowns 
and protection from 
the pandemic. 

Here his pro-profit 
agenda meant tens 
of thousands of 
unnecessary deaths

In addition there 
will be “new policies” 
that will seek to shift 
the agenda. 

On Monday 
the government 
announced it would 
use its right-wing 
version of Brexit 
to make it easier 
to undermine 

workers’ rights 
and environmental 
protection. On 
Wednesday the 
400-page Levelling Up 
White Paper was due 
to be published, with 
minister Michael Gove 
in the spotlight. 

It might not fulfil 
Johnson’s plan. One 
Tory minister who 
was allowed to look 
at it in advance said, 
“They took away my 
phone but I couldn’t 
see anything worth 
taking a picture of to 
be honest.”

But the greatest 
long-term problem for 
Johnson is not just the 
Tory backbenchers but 
the acceleration of the 
cost of living crisis. 

Johnson and 
chancellor Rishi Sunak 
have confirmed that 
they are pressing 
ahead with the 

national insurance 
rise that will hit most 
workers’ wages from 
April.  

And there is no 
serious action to deal 
with the rise in energy 
bills. 

Poverty is already 
rampant. An online 
grocery store, Flava, is 
offering buy now, pay 
later credit to families 
without credit checks 
for products from 
breakfast cereals to 
Pot Noodle.  A major 
clash should now be 
coming to defend 
and extend benefits, 
workers’ wages and 
price controls and to 
reverse privatisation.

But Labour and the 
union leaders organise 
no real action. Every 
strike, every campaign 
that does take place 
now is more important 
than ever.

Gove gets ready to help out Johnson

Wounded Tories lash out 
with fresh benefits sanctions
FACED WITH a crisis, 
the government 
is lashing out at 
unemployed people. 

Universal Credit (UC) 
claimants will have to 
look for jobs outside 
their chosen field after 
just one month under 
plans to push more 
people into low paid 
work. If they don’t they 
will face punishing 
sanctions.

Ministers now want 
500,000 people off 
benefits and in work by 
the end of June, with 
a campaign targeted 
at those on UC. This 
would also help bosses 
by reducing labour 
shortages in some 
areas, which can 
encourage workers 
to demand higher 
wages. Under the “Way 

to Work” scheme, 
claimants will have to 
widen their job search 
outside their area of 
work after four weeks, 
rather than three 
months. So a skilled 
worker will be told 
they have to go for a 
minimum wage job.

The government’s 
spending watchdog, the 
National Audit Office, 
found no evidence that 
benefit sanctions work. 
It concluded that they 
were as likely to force 
people to stop claiming 
benefits without getting 
a job as they were to get 
them into employment.

The last big 
sanctions drive 
occurred between 2010 
and 2016. At its height, 
1 million people a year 
were sanctioned.

On Thursday this 
week, it became 
clear the government 
had blocked the 
publication of a report 
on sanctions that it had 
commissioned itself.

In 2019 the 
Department for 
Work and Pensions 
(DWP) set up its own 
internal research on 
the effectiveness of 
sanctions. It explicitly 
promised to make the 
findings public. 

Nearly three years 
later, as the DWP 
prepares to enforce a 
fresh wave of sanctions, 
it has emerged that the 
department buried the 
report.

It’s overwhelmingly 
likely that the report 
will show sanctions are 
cruel and ineffective.
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On other pages...
How Tory ministers helped failed 
firm >>Page 2

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

THE LEFT CAN’T WAIT FOR 
THE TORIES TO FALL APART

 A
MID THE crisis of the 
establishment there 
is a missing factor—
struggle and resistance 
from below.

Given the disarray facing Boris 
Johnson, his Tory party and the 
British establishment, this is the 
perfect time for ordinary people 
to launch an attack.

But, worryingly, this hasn’t 
happened. No mass movement 
has taken to the streets to try to 
force Johnson out. 

No union leaders have called 
on workers to seize the time and 
step up strikes. 

And, holding out for senior 
civil servant Sue Gray’s report 
into the Downing Street parties 
or for Tory backbenchers to 
choose their moment can’t be an 
option anymore. 

The Labour Party is happy to 
sit back and wait, seeing a lame 
duck Johnson as a turnoff for 
voters ahead of the May local 
elections. 

This attitude disarms people 
and takes away their power to 
make change.

Some forces on the left —
leaders of major trade unions or 
coalition movements—boast of 
large memberships and the ability 

to represent big contingents of 
activists and people.

Yet they haven’t called for 
people to take to the streets or 
act in the workplaces. 

Therefore it’s a double crisis— 
a crisis of those at the top of 
society but also a crisis of the 
left resistance and of socialist 
organisation.

Given the scale of the shift 
that’s needed, it would be easy to 
despair. 

But every act of resistance is 
important. 

It’s good, for example, to see 
more workers striking over pay 
and other issues. But a much 
larger fightback is needed. Going 
to a picket and supporting local 
strikes is crucial.

But it doesn’t solve the 
political problem of a generally 
low level of struggle and a lack of 

nationally coordinated workers’ 
action.

In the last few years the 
most effective movements have 
come from sources outside the 
traditional labour and trade union 
movements. 

The Black Lives Matter 
movement, the school climate 
strikes, Extinction Rebellion, the 
rank and file NHS pay protests in 
2020 all broke through the sense 
of inaction. The tearing down of 
slaver Colston’s statue in Bristol 
sent a message to millions about 
the need for resistance.

Utilising growing anger doesn’t 
just mean waiting around for 
something to possibly be called. It 
means pushing for a fightback.

This is urgent. The present 
sense of disarray for the Tories 
won’t inevitably still be there in a 
month’s time.

There is a real risk that 
Johnson could get away with his 
lying, cheating and murdering. 
Alternatively the Tories could try 
to regroup under a new leader.   

Millions of ordinary people 
have had enough of the Tories and 
their corruption. 

Now has to be the time for 
workers, activists and the left to 
act.

FROM THE RIVER TO THE SEA
 AMNESTY International is 

only the latest mainstream 
organisation to level the 

charge of apartheid at Israel.
Before that it was Human 

Rights Watch. 
And before that, it was 

Israel’s own largest human rights 
watchdog, B’Tselem.

For all three, the conclusion is 
the same.

Israel operates a regime that 
discriminates, dispossesses and 
brutalises Palestinians that, as 
Amnesty says, “is designed to 
privilege Jewish Israelis at the 

expense of Palestinians.”
Significantly, all three 

organisations also say that 
abuses happen in every area 
Israel controls—inside its official 
borders and in the so-called 
“occupied territories.”

That is, in the words of 
B’Tselem, “from the Jordan River 
to the Mediterranean Sea.”

Yet if you demand freedom for 
Palestine “from the river to the 
sea” then Tory education minister 
Nadhim Zahawi thinks you should 
be reported to the police.

But “From the river to the sea” 

does not mean driving out Jewish 
people from Palestine.

It means recognising that 
Israeli apartheid began with its 
foundation in 1948—as Amnesty 
pointed to this week.

So ending Israeli apartheid 
means replacing the Israeli state 
with a fairer one—a single, secular 
state with equal democratic rights 
for all its citizens.

That’s what really upsets Israel 
and its supporters. 

But it’s the only way that 
Palestine can be free—from the 
river to the sea.

Every act  
of resistance  
is important 
‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter 
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

socialistworker.co.uk

Our new website brings together stories of 
struggles the mainstream won’t report. It helps 
you find socialist meetings, protests and strikes—
and the Marxist ideas and activism to change the 
world. 

NEWS & COMMENT 4 5
Socialist Worker  2 February 2022



ANALYSIS 
SAM ORD 

Strategy of radical left 
has failed in Portugal 
PORTUGAL’S SOCIALIST Party won a big victory in the 
country’s general election last Sunday.

The party, which is similar to Labour in Britain, will now 
have a parliamentary majority and will not rely on deals with 
other parties.

During its last term in office the Socialist Party was 
dependent on the votes of the radical Left Bloc and a left‑green 
grouping led by the Communist Party. But by last October the 
scale of government attacks on workers became too much for 
the Socialist Party’s junior partners They refused to back the 
government, and that led to last weekend’s election.

The budget proposed to pump £37.4 billion of European 
Union aid into the economy over seven years. But only 
two thirds of it was earmarked public projects, with the 
remainder to be injected into private businesses. 

In the election the Socialist Party went on to win 
41.7 percent of the vote, five percentage points up from 2019. 
The conservative Social Democratic Party finished second 
with 29.3 percent, almost exactly the same as last time.

The big losers were the Left Bloc—whose vote halved and 
went from 19 seats to five—and the Communists. The results 
leave in tatters the idea of left parties prospering by entering 
government or supporting traditional social democrats.

Between 2015 to 2019, a minority Socialist Party 
government ruled thanks to a formal alliance with the left 
and the Greens. But that agreement ran out after 2019, and 
the left parties instead offered informal support.

All these manoeuvres have led to disaster.

Dangers
This type of politics also failed in the Spanish state, where 
the once radical Podemos has also played the junior role 
in a “left” government. That government has put business 
interests first during the pandemic, relaxing safety measures 
at the bosses’ request. 

The left strategy pursued in both Spain and Portugal has 
been a disaster for both the working class, and it for the left 
parties that advocated for it. As far back as 2018, Francisco 
Louca, one of the historic leaders of the Left Bloc, pointed to 
the dangers of coalition.

He said, “These institutional machines therefore absorb 
much of our activist capacity. It is never clear in advance 
whether or not this will lead to adaptation to the system, but 
this institutional standardisation generates pressure in this 
direction.”

He detailed the possible “adaptations” as “resignation 
to very limited measures in the name of maintaining the 
positions acquired, refusal to criticise the institutions or their 
management in the name of possible future agreements, the 
idea that politics advances in small steps”.

Louca could see the dangers, but that didn’t stop the Left 
Bloc from embracing coalition. 

Playing second fiddle to the Socialist Party in government 
far from emboldening the radical left, has instead moved 
them away from an orientation on the struggles from below.

An example of this can be seen in the way the Left Bloc 
and the Communists in 2019 stuck with the government as it 
mobilised troops to break a national lorry drivers’ strike.

There has been plenty of resistance recently in Portugal. 
Teachers, rail workers, subway workers, pharmacists, health 
workers, tax office workers and many others struck last 
autumn. But the left, obsessed with government intrigues 
and electoral manoeuvres, would not take the lead and 
generalise the struggles.

One danger is that this creates additional space for the 
far right. Last Sunday the racist Chega (Enough) party went 
from one MP to 12. It will become the third biggest party in 
parliament after securing over 7 percent of the vote. 

This is less than the 12 percent that Chega grabbed at the 
presidential election last year. But it is a real threat, now 
posing as a permanent feature of mainstream politics. 

Portugal will now see the social democrats ruling in the 
interests of big business while trying not to detonate working 
class opposition. There will be some minor concessions to 
workers, but all within a strictly pro‑business agenda.   

It’s clearer than ever that the arena of struggle is in the 
streets and in the workplaces—it should be fused with 
politics that tries to overthrow the system, not make deals 
with it.

PROTESTERS IN Telford rally against Tommy Robinson last weekend Picture:Stand uP to raciSm ShroPShire and telford

Nazi Tommy Robinson 
mobilises 800 in Telford
by ISABEL RINGROSE

AROUND 800 fascists and 
racists—including Tommy 
Robinson and Anne Marie 
Waters—turned out in the 
Shropshire town of Telford 
on Saturday. 

It’s a sign of the dangers of 
the far right.

Robinson cal led the 
 protest in an attempt to 
stoke up Islamophobia by 
cynically using child sexual 
 exploitation cases. 

Around 200 anti‑fascists 
joined a counter‑protest 
organised by the Telford 
and Shropshire Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) group, under 
the banner, “Don’t let the 
 racists divide us—justice for 
the victims.” 

The  coun te r ‑p ro te s t 
included members of the 
local Unison union branch 
and Bilston and Walsall 
trades union councils. 

Martin Lynch, a SUTR 
supporter, says Robinson 
originally wanted to hold his 
rally in the town centre. But 
anti‑fascists assembled in the 
centre and then marched to 
the car park, where the far 
right had been moved to. 

“The pressure from calling 
a counter‑protest definitely 
meant they were moved,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“More people saw us than 
them, but their huge speaker 
system reverberated. It’s very 
hard to tell who in the crowd 
were vaguely interested local 
people and who were serious 
fascist supporters.

“Waters was awful,  putting 
a pitch that the problem is 

Muslims and it’s a religious 
problem.

“She said the police aren’t 
doing anything, politicians 
aren’t doing anything so vote 
for me. They are seeing this 
as an opportunity.”

Waters said For Britain will 
stand in the area.

Martin added, “We need 
to strengthen SUTR and we 
need to engage in all the bat‑
tles over current issues. 

“People are going to feel 
the squeeze over the next few 
months. No doubt these rac‑
ists think they have a chance 
of being champions of people 
against the establishment.”

Robinson had boasted that 
he would mobilise 2,000 to 

3,000 of his supporters onto 
the streets. While that many 
fascists didn’t turn out in 
Telford, the size of their pro‑
test should serve as a warning. 

Movement
Four years ago the British 
far right saw a resurgence 
around the “Free Tommy” 
movement.

In the largest demonstra‑
tion, Robinson’s supporters 
mobilised 15,000 onto the 
streets of London. That resur‑
gence was broken.

Anti‑fascist mobilisation 
helped to drive a wedge 
between the hardcore Nazis 
and the “softer” right wing 
elements. They were beaten 

then and they can be beaten 
again.

The fascist mobilisation in 
Telford marks a partial return 
for Robinson after several 
years. It was far bigger than 
his supporters’ last outing in 
Batley and Spen last year.

And Robinson openly 
embraces the fascist elements. 

Anti‑racists need to build a 
much bigger fightback against 
the state‑sponsored racism 
that fuels the far right—and 
be ready to mobilise on the 
streets against the fascists. 

It’s vital to build for big 
turnouts on the SUTR dem‑
onstrations on 19 March in 
London and Glasgow and 20 
March in Cardiff.

Building the anti-racist fight is vital
TRADE unionists 
will join Stand Up to 
Racism’s conference 
on “Fighting for 
anti‑racist workplaces” 
this Saturday. 

It’s a chance to build 
anti‑racist unity in 
the working class.

There will be reports 
and discussions from 
rank and file activists. 
Six union general 
secretaries are also 
scheduled to speak 
at the conference.  

SUTR says, “The 
government is playing 
the game of divide and 
rule, attempting to fool 
working people that 
migrants, refugees 

and Muslims are to 
blame for the problems 
in our society.

 “This strategy 
legitimises racism 
and risks opening 
the door to the racist 
and fascist right.”

 Hundreds of people 
marched in Glasgow 
last Saturday to protest 

against the Tories’ 
racist Nationality 
and Borders Bill.

The protest was called 
by Refugees for Justice 
and was supported by 
groups such as Stand Up 
To Racism and activists 
in the Pollokshields 
area of the city. 

It began on Kenmure 
Street, the site of the 
successful blocking 
of a deportation 
raid last year.

Banners read, “Stop 
the raids,” “No one is 
illegal,” and “Migration 
is beautiful”.
For full details of Saturday’s 
conference and to register go 
to bit.ly/sutrtradeunionconf

Saying no to racism
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Starmer’s Labour convinces few, but 
a meeting last week shows the party 
left are still in denial, says Nick Clark 
THE LABOUR Party responded 
to the Tories’ crisis with a care-
fully stage managed round of 
canvassing events on Saturday. 

Members of Keir Starmer’s shadow 
cabinet went door to door with activ-
ists, with leaflets on Labour’s “fully 
costed and fully funded” plans to 
remove VAT tax from energy bills. 

It came as energy companies 
 prepare to hit millions of people 
across Britain with huge price rises 
(see page 3). But Labour responded 
with just half a million leaflets for 
just nine seats where it hopes to do 
well in a general election that could 
still be two years away. 

Labour’s “action Saturday” was 
supposed to show how it is chal-
lenging the Tories. But all it did 
was illustrate how far short Labour’s 
response to the Tories’ crisis falls. 

Speaking to a rally of left wing 
Labour activists on Saturday, FBU 
union leader Matt Wrack criticised 
Labour’s weakness. 

“The party that most working 
people vote for that our unions built 
is not responding as it should be in 
parliament.” He contrasted it with 
the Labour leadership’s “war against 
its own members.” 

Wrack was one of several 
 speakers at an online rally  organised 
by the Labour left organisation Arise 
Festival. 

Campaigns
Union leaders and left wing Labour 
MPs pointed to examples of localised 
disputes, and campaigns against the 
police and nationality bills, as exam-
ples of resistance to the Tories. 

They called on activists to 
build community campaigns and 
 solidarity with strikes. 

Sarah Wooley, general  secretary 
of the Bfawu food workers’ union, 
said, “We need to organise our 
workplaces, our industries as a 
whole and our communities. Let’s 
push back together in solidarity to 
make things better for our class.” 

PCS union general secretary 
Mark Serwotka said, “On a broad 
basis we have to support each other 
in struggle.” While Wrack said, “We 
need to respond to a class organised 
as never before.” 

Meanwhile, left wing Labour 
MPs John McDonnell and Richard 
Burgon hailed protest movements 
over climate change, racism and 
women’s oppression. And they 
pointed to recent strikes by work-
ers mostly in the Unite union. 

McDonnell said, “With the loss of 
the election in 2019 and the elec-
tion of a new Labour leadership 
many people have lost confidence in 

a political route towards  improving 
their lives.

“So instead what we’re seeing is 
trade unions creatively and effec-
tively recruiting and mobilising for 
action.” 

He’s right to cheer examples of 
workers fighting back—and to say 
they should inspire more. But they 
don’t yet match up to the scale of 
the Tories’ crisis. 

Union leaders and Labour MPs 
can do more than call on their sup-
porters to build local strikes and 
campaigns. They could also—at the 
very least—call for demonstrations 
and coordinate national campaigns 
linking anger at Johnson’s lies to the 
cost of living crisis. 

None of the speakers at the rally 
suggested anything they could 
do themselves. But if they want 
an alternative to the weakness of 
Starmer’s Labour, that’s what we 
need to demand. SHADOW HEALTH secretary Wes Streeting’s message was not warmly received by dogs in east London

Labour council’s strike-breaking hits bin workers
A LABOUR council unleashed a 
mass scabbing operation against 
striking bin workers.

Workers began an all-out over 
pay on Monday. But the council 
brought in agency workers and 
warned strikers they might lose 
their jobs.

The Unite union says Coventry 
council is paying agency bin-
lorry drivers more than the 
hourly rate which they are 
refusing to pay striking drivers.

A company wholly-owned by 
the council has been trying to 
recruit temporary refuse drivers 
in an attempt to undermine the 
strike.

Recruitment agency AFE 
Recruitment is hiring temporary 
“dustcart drivers” in the 
Coventry area.

The ad says they would be 

working for a “private recycling 
company”.

But the workers would be 
employed by Tom White Waste 
Ltd. It boasts on its website that 
it is a “family-run business” but 
in fact is owned by the council.

The agency workers recruited 
for Tom White Waste are being 
offered between £18 and £20 an 
hour. The striking refuse drivers 
are paid between just £11.49 
and £14.37 an hour.

Permanent
The union’s regrading claim 
would take the rate to between 
£14 and £17 an hour. The advert 
also says, “This role becomes 
permanent after 3 month 
contract ends”.

Strikes involving 70 refuse 
collection drivers began earlier 

this month. Senior Unite rep 
Mick Shortland told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s unbelievable. 
They’re breaking the law. They’re 
paying scab labour rates of pay 
that are more than our members’ 
rates. 

“Coventry City Council claims 
that Tom White is a contractor—
in fact, it’s a company that 
Coventry council owns 100 
percent.”

In a recent meeting with 
the council leaders, the Unite 
reps asked about the council’s 
relationship to the company.

“We left it to the end of the 
discussion,” Mick said. “The 
chief executive was very blase 
and said, ‘Very good thank you.’

“It’s disgraceful that this is 
from a Labour council. Many of 
the council leaders are in trade 

unions, but that doesn’t seem to 
have changed the way they’re 
attacking trade unionists.”

But despite the outrage, 
“morale is high” among the 
strikers. 

“They are determined to get 
their pay increased to reflect the 
market rates,” Mick added.

It’s a disgusting piece of 
strike-breaking. But it’s entirely 
in keeping with the council’s 
anti-worker attitude throughout 
the strike. 

Unite West Midlands was right 
to say that workers have been 
“betrayed” by a Labour council.

Coventry bin worker’s strike fund 
Unity Trust Bank a/c Unite WM/7116 
Branch Coventry Local Government, 
Sort code: 60-83-01, a/c number: 
20302665. Messages of support to 
Pete.Randle@unitetheunion.org 

Struggle is only route out of 
despair for Labour’s left wing

Firefighters’ union leader Matt Wrack
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Sudanese
resistance
returns to 
the streets
Despite repression, Sudanese people 
came out in huge numbers last week 
to oppose Abdel Fattah al-Burhans 
reign, reports Charlie Kimber
TENS OF thousands of people 
marched in Sudan on Sunday 
in the latest show of defiance 
against the military regime.

The police and army met them 
with tear gas and bullets. “Mohamed 
Yousif Ismail has been killed during 
the attacks by the security forces on 
today’s pro-democracy protests in 
Khartoum,” the Central Committee 
of Sudan Doctors posted on social 
media.

The ruling authorities have killed 
at least 79 people since protests 
began last year.

As well as Khartoum and its twin 
city Omdurman, protesters came 
out in large numbers in Port Sudan, 
the western Darfur region, El-Obeid 
and Madani.

Sudanese people have been 
 fighting back bravely for 100 days 
since general Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 
seized power on 25 October.

The coup ended a supposed 
 transition towards democracy. It also 
put an end to a fake  “power- sharing 
deal” between the military and 
 civilian leaders that had been negoti-
ated after a popular uprising deposed 
dictator Omar al-Bashir in 2019.

The Sudanese Professionals 
Association, which organises groups 
such as engineers, teachers, doctors 
and lecturers, remains defiant. It 
said Sunday’s demonstrations were 
“not the end”.

“We will not leave the streets 
until the fall of the coup regime, 
achieving a democratic state, and 
holding to account all the mur-
derers and those who committed 
crimes against the people,” it said.

But courage and determination 
alone will not defeat the ruthless 
regime. 

The grassroots  resistance 
 committees are the key to  breaking 
the present impasse. Rooted in 
localities, they organise for the 
 protests but also offer a rudimen-
tary alternative to running aspects 
of day to day life.

They are the power that  composes 
an alternative government to the 

generals and their supporters. That 
has to be linked to building strikes 
in the best organised sections 
of workers—telecom, transport, 
finance, port workers and public 
services such as hospitals, schools 
and universities.

The stakes are very high. The junta 
has announced a  counter-terrorism 
force to deal with the “security 
 challenges” posed by the protests.

But there is another pressing 
danger from false friends of the 
revolutionaries. The United Nations 
(UN) and the Western powers con-
tinue to seek ways to blunt real 
resistance. 

The UN is holding talks with 
 various pro-coup and anti-coup 
elites to seek a compromise that will 
leave the relations of power essen-
tially unchanged.

The Sovereign Council, formed 
by al-Burhan after the coup with 
himself as chair, has welcomed the 
UN-led dialogue. So have Britain, 
the United States, Egypt, the United 
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia.

The liberal Forces for Freedom 
and Change, one of the anti-coup 
groups, has also said it would 
join consultations “to restore the 
 democratic transition”.

Such talks are a trap. Revolution 
until victory means building inde-
pendent power from below.

UKRAINE

Putin unworried by Johnson’s threats   
DESPERATE BORIS Johnson wants 
to turn attention away from his 
scandals towards a possible war in 
Ukraine.

The prime minister toured the 
media this week, saying he has 
“ordered our armed forces to 
prepare to deploy across Europe 
next week”.

However, Britain was only able 
to offer a further 900 troops to 
a Nato mission in neighbouring 
Estonia.

This is unlikely to worry 
president Putin in the Kremlin.

All Nato powers are keen to 
rattle their sabres at Russia, but 
none is keen to get troops on the 
ground. 

The sheer size of Putin’s army, 
backed with nuclear weapons, 
means a shooting war could 

become very dangerous very 
quickly.

That’s why both the US and 
European partners are preparing 
economic sanctions designed to hit 

key figures in the Russian regime, 
and the billionaire oligarchs that 
support it.

Here Johnson is again caught 
out. The City of London is a 
primary destination for Russian 
“businessmen” and their vast 
funds—earning the financial centre 
the nickname “Londongrad”.

The US warned Britain last 
week that what it called Russian 
“dirty money” threatened the 
effectiveness of any sanctions.

An estimated £1.5 billion of 
British property is bought with 
suspect funds from Russia. 

A fair chunk of that wealth has 
ended up in Conservative Party 
coffers.

So while Johnson talks tough, 
bribery persists.
Yuri Prasad

HONDURAS 

New president represents demand for change
XIOMARA CASTRO was 
elected president of Honduras 
last week. Soon after, she 
tweeted that her government 
could “transform 12 years 
of tears and pain into joy”.

She beat the National Party 
candidate Nasry Asfura by a 
good margin. With most of the 
votes counted, she received 
over 53 percent of the vote. 

The results came despite 
the European Union finding 

that the National Party 
had used state media to 
try and boost votes. 

Castro is a member of the 
broadly left Libre Party. She is 
the country’s first president, 
not to be a member of the 
Liberal or National Party. 

She promised to cut 
corruption out of the 
government that has been 
rife in the Central American 
country in her inauguration 

speech.  She also vowed 
to give one million of the 
poorest people free electricity 
and to fight poverty. 

Ordinary people in Honduras 
have voted for a change from 
the parties that have ruled 
the country for decades. 

They must be ready to 
organise to make sure 
Castro delivers everything 
she’s promised. 
Sophie Squire

PROTESTERS RECLAIM the streets of Sudan’s capital, Khartoum

Johnson and Ukraine’s foreign minister

BACK STORY
The revolution in Sudan began 
in December 2018
lMass protests forced dictator 
Omar al-Bashir to resign in 2019
lBut an agreement ended in 
‘power sharing’ between the 
military and the pro-democracy 
movement
lThe military overthrew the 
civilian prime minister in October 
last year
lProtests won his 
reinstatement—but he revived 
the sell-out agreement
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Defend Palestinian Shahd Abusalama
THE MANAGEMENT of 
Sheffield Hallam University 
recently suspended a course 
taught by PhD student and 
associate lecturer, Shahd 
Abusalama over claims of 
antisemitism. 

Anti-Palestine groups 
have repeatedly attacked 
Shahd’s campaign work for 
Palestinian liberation. 

This is a clear attack on 
those campaigning for 
Palestinian liberation. 

Under pressure, Sheffield 
Hallam reinstated the 
course. Though it says the 
complaints are still being 
investigated.

How does this assault 
square with Sheffield 
Hallam’s claims to be 

actively decolonising the 
curriculum?

It was great to see many 
student bodies signing a 
letter that says, “Sheffield 
Hallam University has now 
made itself an accomplice in 
the unrelenting targeting of 
Palestinian academics and 

students on UK campuses. 
“Shahd Abusalama has 

not only been an incredible 
campaigner, she has 
provided immense support 
for us as students, working 
closely with many of us as 
we were beginning to get 
involved in student 
activism.” It’s important that 
university workers, students 
and others take action.

Fran Yepes
South London

To support Shahd, follow @
ShahdAbusalama on Twitter 
and email protests to Sheffield 
Hallam’s vice chancellor 
Sir Chris Husbands at 
c.husbands@shu.ac.uk 
Copy messages to 
insolidaritywithshahd@ 
gmail.com
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A massacre 
in Yemen
THE KILLINGS in 
Yemen (Socialist 
Worker, 26 January) are 
exacerbating the worst 
humanitarian crisis in 
the world.  

Arms manufacturers 
profit from the war. 
But the World Food 
Programme has been 
forced to reduce food 
assistance to eight 
million people in need 
in Yemen because it is 
running out of funds. 

Companies such as 
Raytheon UK and British 
Aerospace enrich their 
shareholders at the 
expense of the human 
rights of the people of 
Saudi Arabia and the 
peace of Yemen. 

John Wake 
Harlow 

Acceptable 
to Labour? 
WHEN Tory MP 
Christian Wakeford 
joined the Labour Party 
he was welcomed with 
open arms.

A few years ago, I 
tried to register with 
Labour. But without 
question, or them 
even knowing who I 
am, was told I did not 
uphold the aims and 
objectives of the Party, 
and was rejected. I am a 
socialist, Wakeford is a 
Tory. Sums the Labour 
Party up really.

Anne James 
Chesterfield

Six pickets 
isn’t the law
SOCIALIST Worker’s 
centre-page feature 
(19 January) on two 
inspiring strikes 
mistakenly reported 
that “the legal 
maximum” number of 
pickets is six.

In fact, no law 
states this. The latest 
government code of 
practice on picketing 
(2017) merely advises 
that “pickets and their 
organisers should 
ensure that in general 
the number of pickets 
does not exceed six at 
any entrance to, or exit 
from, a workplace”. 

Dave Lyddon
Keele, Staffordshire 

Reject Tory 
drive to war 
WHEN governments are 
in trouble they start to 
beat he war drums. 

Make sure we don’t 
get fooled again.

Sue Bowes
Oxford

Just a 
thought...We must 

learn from 
the history 
of the SWP
THERE WAS much that I 
agreed with in Nick Clark’s 
article “Will a New Left 
Party Challenge Keir 
Starmer?” (Socialist 
Worker, 19 January). He 
showed the problems and 
dangers in forming an 
electoral alternative to 
Labour.

But I was surprised that 
there was no mention of 
Respect—just a vague 
reference to “various 
attempts at similar 
projects in Britain and 
France”. 

In fact between 2004 
and 2007 the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) 
devoted much of its energy 
to building the Respect 
alliance. 

As an SWP member at 
the time, I certainly put a 
lot of effort into Respect.

There were positive 
achievements. 

With one MP and 19 
councillors we made an 
impact on the political 
line-up, and gave a voice to 
the socialist alternative to 
Tony Blair’s Labour. 

But there were also 
serious problems, some of 
which are covered in 
Clark’s article.

Surely the SWP should 
make a serious assessment 
of the Resect experience, 
both positive and negative 
aspects, and the reasons for 
the mistakes that were 
made.

Socialists learn from 
history, but we cannot 
learn without 
acknowledging the facts.

Ian Birchall
North London

The wider context of 
mandatory vaccination
THE ARTICLE about 
mandatory vaccination in 
the NHS (Socialist Worker, 
26 January) is quite 
correct. But we need to 
include a stronger 
statement about the 
fundamental right to 
refuse medical procedures. 

This right was accepted 
by the United Nations 
after revelations about 
Nazi atrocities in the 
Second World War. 

But it is now being 
revoked in a number of 
countries with potentially 
devastating consequences. 

The return of enforced 
sterilisations, supposedly 

in the public interest, are 
but one practice that 
could be rendered 
legitimate by this move.

At the same time a 
woman’s right to choose 
to have an abortion is 
under threat. This further 
undermines the right to 
“physical, moral and 
psychological integrity”.

As in other areas, the 
pandemic is being used to 
undermine civil, worker 
and human rights. We 
need to be at the forefront 
of a principled opposition 
to all such moves. 
 Craig Brandist 

Sheffield

Labour isn’t the answer, now 
socialists must find new way
THE DECISION by Laura Pidcock 
to resign from the Labour Party’s 
national executive is very 
significant.

She spoke of a “hostile territory 
for socialists” and the leadership 
being “devoid of ideas”.

It is a rejection of the Labour 
left’s mantra to “stay and fight” in 
the hope of eventually restoring a 
left leadership.

Central to that—doomed—
programme is securing leadership 
positions in the party. The national 
executive is near the top of that 
list.  

All the Momentum supporters 
will be dismayed by Pidcock’s 
move, but I’m heartened by it.

I particularly enjoyed that she 
said “some people seem to think 
that we can negotiate our way to 

justice by appealing to the right of 
the party to do the right thing. 

“That has never worked and 
certainly will not work in the 
current circumstances”. 

That’s spot on—and taken to its 
conclusion it means abandoning 
the “broad party” Labour model 
and the domination of electoral 
politics.

The immediate trigger for 
Pidcock’s move was the national 
executive’s 23 to 14 vote against a 
motion to restore the whip to 
Jeremy Corbyn.

It was a comfortable win for the 
right, and major unions Unison, 
GMB and Usdaw came out against 
Corbyn’s return.

That probably extinguishes his 
hopes of returning as a Labour MP 
unless he makes a grovelling 

apology and agrees never to 
deviate from Keir Starmer’s line.

So for Pidcock and Corbyn the 
issue is what to do next. They are 
both admirable socialists, but I 
hope they will move beyond 
urging us to take part in various 
campaigns.

With due respect to the Socialist 
Workers Party, we need a bigger 
revolutionary left to be effective. 

That task can’t be postponed. It’s 
unfortunate that there isn’t a group 
of 20,000 or more that bases its 
politics on resistance in the 
workplaces and our communities.

It could have a big effect at 
times of crisis like now. Pidcock, 
Corbyn and all the revolutionary 
left have a duty to work for this.

Carolyn McGrath 
Bristol
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RUSSIAN SOLDIERS are massing in towns such as Yelnya, near the Ukraine border, ready to act (left) Meanwhile, in 
Avdiivka, close to pro-Russian separatists in Donetsk, Ukrainian troops are preparing for battle (right)

 

W
H E N  F I R ST t h e 
Berlin Wall and then 
the Soviet Union col-
lapsed, supporters 
of capitalism were 
tr iumphant . The 

1990s were to mark a turning point 
so great that we had reached “The 
End of History,” they proclaimed.

With  the  r iva l  ideo logy  o f 
“Communism” now banished, there 
would be no more wars. Or at least noth-
ing of the scale and permanence of the 
Cold War between East and West that 
had existed since 1945. 

Europe, which had been divided 
between the two poles, was reunited 
under the West’s decisive control and 
would no longer live under the threat 
of annihilation.

From the very start this was a myth. 
No sooner than Communism had 

collapsed, a series of aftershock wars 
spread among the constituent states of 
the former Soviet Union and its Eastern 
Bloc allies.

For ten years from 1991 war raged 
between would-be countries emerg-
ing from the disintegrating corpse of 
Yugoslavia. US, European and Russian 
forces all fought for their own competi-
tive advantage by backing one “ethnic 
group” against another.

There were wars in Chechnya in 1994 
and then 1999, which attempted to 
break away from the Russian Federation 
and seek protection from the West.

The same was true in 2008 when 
fighting erupted between Russia and 

Georgia over the status of South Ossetia. 
This is a province that lies between the 
two in the Caucasus Mountains.

Then in 2014 the same political fault 
line led to civil war in Ukraine, with 
Russia invading to annex Crimea. 

Now as thousands of troops once 
again mass in Russia—and in Ukraine 
and other eastern states—Europe could 
be on the brink of yet another war. 

Alliance
In each case, the US’s relentless drive 
to expand the Nato military alliance 
 eastwards has combined with the hopes 
of the European Union (EU) to enlarge 
its own empire. This is a clear breach 
of a promise made by Washington to 

 president Mikhail Gorbachev as the 
Soviet regime fell in 1991.

The US administration used the end of 
the Cold War to actively reshape the con-
tinent and to extend its version of neolib-
eral capitalism eastwards. While the US 
led militarily through its dominance of 
Nato, the EU was to grow economically 
into central and eastern Europe.

The US views Russia as a power that 
cannot be wholly captured for neoliber-
alism and therefore must be surrounded, 
weakened and isolated.

In central Europe, Germany—the 
EU’s leading economic power—took 
full advantage of the situation. It has 
secured cheap skilled labour, manufac-
turing hubs, raw materials and markets 
for itself.

But Europe’s insatiable demands have 
pushed it further to states that border 
Russia directly.

Countries depending on Russia for 
cheap energy, raw materials—and mili-
tary support against threats internal and 
external—are continually being lured by 
the EU. It offers investment, moderni-
sation and international recognition, 
while Nato membership comes with a 
 guarantee of military protection.

But the apparent unity between the 
US and Europe, Nato and the EU, in their 
desire to conquer the east is nowhere 
near as solid as it may seem.

Neither partner wants to be involved 
in a full-scale shooting war in Europe, 
but how far the West should push Russia 
is disputed. This reflects differing strate-
gic needs.

For the US, Europe is a small but 
strategically vital empire in its sphere 
of dominance—a junior partner in its 
rivalry with Russia. But states within 
the EU have their own objectives that 
can collide with the US’s.

Some, such as Denmark, are sending 
fighter jets to Lithuania and a frigate 
to the Baltic Sea, and Britain is rush-
ing arms to Ukraine. But the German 
ruling class is, for now, more cautious.

Its government has ruled out any 
arms exports to Ukraine. And accord-
ing to the New York Times newspaper 
it is also holding up a shipment of how-
itzer artillery travelling from Estonia.

This is not because of any commit-
ment of the new government to peace.

Rather, the German ruling class are 
keen to keep Russian gas exports to 
Europe flowing. In particular to shield 
the Nord Stream 2 undersea pipeline 

from any economic sanctions imposed 
on Russia over Ukraine. (See right box)

The new leader of Germany’s right 
wing CDU party last week warned 
against moves to shut Russia out of the 
Swift bank transfer network in retalia-
tion for hostilities with Ukraine. They 
say this would “harm” Germany’s eco-
nomic interest.

To cap it all, the chief of the German 
Navy insisted earlier this month that 
Russian president Vladimir Putin deserved 
“respect” and Russian-annexed Crimea 
would “never” be returned to Ukraine.

Vice Admiral Kay-Achim Schonbach 
was forced to resign for speaking out of 
turn, but his thoughts clearly resonate 
with others in the elite.

Rearm
If Germany represents something of an 
economic challenger to the US, Russia 
is a very different type of contender. 
Though it emerged much diminished 
after the end of the Cold War, Russia 
remained a great power armed with 
nuclear weapons and a large army. 

It also sits on huge reserves of oil and 
gas, the sale of which has been used 
under Putin to rearm and retrain the 
military.

This has allowed Russia to exert influ-
ence well beyond its borders, interven-
ing in the Syrian civil war on the side of 
dictator Bashar al-Assad, for example.

Putin is playing an eager part in the 
system of imperialism.

He is seeking to sure-up repressive 
regimes where they act in defence of 

Russia’s interests and undermine them 
where necessary.

Russia has supported, armed and 
financed rebels in neighbouring 
 countries that appear to be turning 
westward, or have disrespected Putin 
by attempting to play both sides.

It also tries to shore up dictators in 
Russia-supporting countries. This is 
what has been happening in Belarus 
since last year’s rebellions against presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko.

By 2009 some 12 former Communist 
states had joined Nato, 11 of them 
also joining the EU. In 2014, Georgia, 
Moldova and Ukraine all signed a free 
trade  agreement with the EU.

For Russia to maintain its power and 
empire status, Putin demands all such 
moves must be resisted—militarily if 
necessary. That’s why some 100,000 
Russian troops with tanks and weapons 
are in towns on the border with Ukraine. 
And why Ukraine is training a large force 
of civilian fighters in guerrilla tactics. 

It’s why the US and its allies stand 
ready to flood the region with guns.

The  Russ ian  and Ukra in ian 
 governments are appealing using the 
most nationalistic rhetoric in the hope 
this will drive civilians into their arms.

That deliberately divisive process has 
been fanned by Britain, the US and the 
EU. If it eventually leads to war, or civil 
war, the  primary  victims will doubtless 
be working class and poor people on all 
sides.

 FROM  
 COLD WAR 
TO  NEW 
COLD WAR
The threat of war, cold or otherwise, is rising in eastern 
Europe. Yuri Prasad and Nick Clark explore where the 
tensions have come from, and why gas is a such a key 
commodity for the imperialist powers 

At the end of the 
Soviet Union, Russia 
remained a great 
power with nuclear 
weapons

‘‘ 

Grabbing gas for imperialism

 E
NTANGLED IN the 
confrontation between the 
US and Russia is a dispute 
over gas and pipelines—and 

who controls them.
The US threatened last week that 

it would scupper a gas pipeline 
project between Russia and Germany 
if Russia invaded Ukraine.

The now completed Nord Stream 2 
pipeline—owned by Russian 
state-controlled energy company 
Gazprom—would deliver gas from 
Russia to Germany via the Baltic Sea. 
All it needs to start working is to 
pass some German legal formalities.

But last Wednesday the US 
government said, vaguely, that if 
there was an invasion, “We will work 
with Germany to ensure it does not 
move forward.”  

Possible US sanctions could also 
try to stop European countries 
buying gas from Russia. For its part, 
Russia could threaten to cut the gas 
supply to punish European countries 
for siding with the US.

Influence
Nord Stream 2—and gas in general—
is hugely important for Russia. 
Europe already buys between 35-40 
percent of its gas from Russia, 
and five major European energy 
companies are invested in the new 
pipeline.

The power and influence this gives 
Russia in Europe worries the US. 
Gas has become what the political 
economist Simon Bromley called a 
“strategic commodity”. 

Imperialism—the system of 
competition between capitalist 
states—has always involved 
scrambles and struggles for vital 
natural resources. 

This is only partly about securing 
profits for the big industries and 
corporations tied up with national 
states. Controlling those resources 
gives states power and influence 
over others.

So, for example, getting hold of 
Iraq’s oil was part of the reason the 
US invaded in 2003. The US didn’t 
need Iraq’s oil for the money, but it 
did want to reassert its dominance in 
the Middle East. 

Controlling the oil—keeping it out 
of the hands of its rivals—was part 
of that.

Now, European countries have 
become increasingly dependent 
on imported gas. And that means 
competition between rival states 
have become increasingly focussed 
on it.

Carve up
For example, Greece and Turkey 
have spent the past few years 
threatening each other over access to 
gas reserves off the coast of Cyprus.

Greece, Cyprus, Israel and Italy 
all struck a deal to carve up the 
gas fields between themselves—
deliberately excluding Turkey. 

The actual money to be made 
from the gas was secondary. The 
point was to stop Turkey becoming 
a dominant power in the eastern 
Mediterranean.

The US pulled support for the deal 
earlier in January in an attempt to 
stifle this competition between its 
two allies.

Turkey’s scramble for gas had 
already brought it into conflict with 
Russia, in a war between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia in 2020. Each backed 
different sides in a region where a 
key pipeline ran supplying oil and 
gas to Europe.

Control of such pipelines is a big 
part of Russia’s drive to build its 
power and influence in Europe—and 
the US doesn’t like it.

As a briefing paper to the 
European parliament put it last 
July, “For opponents, Nord Stream 2 
illustrates the extent to which 
Moscow influences European and 
national decisions on energy and 
environmental matters.

“For such reasons, the US State 
Department describes the project 
as a vehicle for Moscow ‘to further 
spread its malign influence in 
Europe.’”

While the pipeline isn’t the sole 
reason for war, it’s a factor in the 
competition between the US and 
Russia.

It shows the West’s aims have 
nothing to do with protecting 
ordinary people in Ukraine but are 
about the destructive competition at 
the heart of capitalism. 

The Nord Stream 1 and 2 gas pipelines from Russia to Germany

Europe is dependant 
on imported gas—and 
that means growing 
competition

‘‘ 
Bringing down the Berlin Wall in 1989

1111FEATURE 
1010

Socialist Worker  2 February 2022Socialist Worker  2 February 2022



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

12 WHAT’S ON       Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
AND STAFFORDSHIRE
Booklaunch: Mindshift– 
How Culture Transformed 
the Human Brain
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
914-9548-1031 
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan 
and the West—are we 
heading for war?
Thu 10 Feb 
6.30pm
818-9286-5617
BRISTOL
Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan 
and the West—are we 
heading for war?
Thu 10 Feb 
7.30pm
688-397-3148 

CAMBRIDGE
What you need to 
know about Marx
Thu 10 Feb 7.30pm
Friends Meeting House, 
12 Jesus Ln, 
CB5 8BA
681-800-4408 
CARDIFF
The right’s war on abortion
Wed 9 Feb 
7.30pm
630-181-4857 
CHESTERFIELD
George Orwell and the 
struggle for socialism
Thu 10 Feb 7pm
Assembly Rooms, 13/14 
Chesterfield Rd, 
S40 1AR
828 532 8731

COVENTRY
Murder, lies, cover up and 
the British state—50 years 
since Bloody Sunday in Derry
Thu 10 Feb 7.30pm
823-945-1917 
EAST MIDLANDS
Murder, lies, cover up and 
the British state—50 years 
since Bloody Sunday in Derry
Wed 9 Feb 7pm 
354-874-4790 
EDINBURGH
Biden one year on—has 
he made a difference?
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
Friends Meeting House, 
7 Victoria Terrace, 
Victoria St, 
EH1 2JL
431-459-112 

HOME COUNTIES
Murder, lies, cover up and 
the British state—50 years 
since Bloody Sunday in Derry
Thu 10 Feb 
6.30pm
915-544-1237 
HUDDERSFIELD
Decolonisation—
confronting the 
legacy of empire
Wed 9 Feb 
6.30pm
290 168 1804 
KENT
The US and China—
imperialism and the 
shifting balance of power
Thu 10 Feb 
8.15 pm
434-623-8064 
LEEDS
Women in China
Thu 10 Feb 
7pm 
881-4770-0676 

LONDON: HARINGEY
Murder, lies, cover up and 
the British state—50 years 
since Bloody Sunday in Derry
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
459-388-1576 
LONDON: ISLINGTON
The Communist Manifesto—
why it’s important today
Thu 10 Feb 7pm 
854-8245-8715 
LONDON: SOUTH
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories?
Wed 9 Feb 7pm 
497-196-1801 
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
A rebel’s guide to Engels
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
818-391-0420 
NORTH EAST SCOTLAND
What can we learn from 
the Sudanese revolution?
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
894-2628-7708 

NORWICH
Murder, lies, cover up and 
the British state—50 years 
since Bloody Sunday in Derry
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
906 652 5299
PORTSMOUTH
Omicron, crisis and 
corruption—how do we 
get rid of the Tories?
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan 
and the West—are we 
heading for war?
Thu 10 Feb 7pm 
528-174-9278 
SOUTHAMPTON
Inflation—why are 
prices rising?
Thu 10 Feb 7.30pm
381-513-5080 
SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan 
and the West—are we 
heading for war?
Thu 10 Feb 7pm 
St Alban’s Rd, 
Brynmill,  
SA2 0BP
902 964 963 
WIGAN
Is capitalism bad for 
your mental health?
Wed 9 Feb 7pm 
Methodist Hall,  
46 Market St, 
WN1 1HX
894-2628-7708

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege 
explain racism?
by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online 
meetings during the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be 
collective and safe discussion, organising and actions. Occasionally 
branches will hold in-person meetings with precautions taken for a 
safe environment. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download 
the Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time 
given for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the 
appropriate meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 9 Feb 7pm
The Priory Rooms, 
Quaker Meeting House, 
40 Bull St,  B4 6AF
281-634-5938 

DEVON AND CORNWALL
Thu 10 Feb 7.30pm
865-2972-2883 

GLASGOW
Thu 10 Feb 7pm
Renfield St Stephens Centre, 
260 Bath St, G2 4JP

HARLOW
Thu 10 Feb 7.30pm
832-8746-7480 

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 10 Feb 7pm
Friends Meeting House, 
23 Meeting House Ln, 
Lancaster LA1 1TX
992-204-9372 

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 10 Feb 7.30pm
854-8245-8715 

LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Thu 10 Feb 7.30pm
Bay20 Community Centre, 
71 St Marks Rd, W10 6JGw
860-0226-3484 

OXFORD AND 
THAMES VALLEY
Wed 9 Feb 7pm
861-2001-6477 

YORK AND 
SCARBOROUGH
Wed 9 Feb 7.30pm
827-489-7492

A trans pride march in central London last year  Picture: Guy Smallman

LGBT+ History Month
How do we beat back the 
bigots and win liberation?
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A fawning view of the elite or embarrassing portrayal? 
FILM
MUNICH—THE EDGE OF 
WAR
Available now on Netflix

MUNICH—THE EDGE of 
War tells the story of the 
1938 Munich Conference. 
The new Netflix thriller 
centres on a plot to expose 
Hitler’s plans to invade 
Europe.

Hugh, a secretary at 
Downing Street is sent to 
the Munich Conference to 
meet Paul, an old Oxford 
friend who now works for 
the German foreign office. 

Paul is in possession of a 

document outlining Hitler’s 
invasion plans—a strategy 
that was kept a secret at 
the time of the conference. 

The two hope that the 
document will prevent a 
peace agreement, exposing 
Hitler to a rebellion by his 
war generals. 

The film’s main 
focus seems to be a 
ridiculous defence of then 
prime minister Neville 
Chamberlain.

Chamberlain’s policy 
at the conference was 
to appease Hitler. The 
film aims to repaint 
this failure as an act of 
heroism, suggesting that 

Chamberlain’s actions 
allowed Britain to win the 
war.

Of course, little can 
be expected from an 
adaptation of a Robert 
Harris novel. The author 
regularly speaks of his 
friendship with Labour war 
criminal Tony Blair.

Far from rescuing 
Chamberlain’s reputation, 
the film only succeeds in 
making him look like a 
bigger fool. 

As a thriller, Munich 
works fine, with 
enough tension to stay 
entertaining. Paul’s 
character development is 

interesting. He initially 
welcomes the Nazis, 
saying that they will 
deliver Germany back to 
greatness. 

But he can no longer 
ignore the racism and 
bigotry when personal 
tragedy strikes. He joins 
the resistance to Hitler 
inside the foreign office. 

But his attempts to 
expose the true nature of 
the Nazis fall flat.

Some critics have called 
the film “posh washing for 
the elite.” But looked at 
another way, it shows their 
utter ineptitude.
Gabby Thorpe

Telling the shameful truth 
behind vaccine hesitancy
A Channel 4 documentary looks at the hidden history of medical experiments 
on black people that are now to blame for fear of vaccines, writes Yuri Prasad
WHY ARE black and Asian people 
far less likely to be vaccinated 
against Covid than white people?

Liberals and reactionaries have 
both been quick to come forward with 
answers.

Most blame the supposed hold of 
“superstitious” ideas and religion—as 
well as peer group and family pressure.

Even some that describe themselves 
as against prejudice are content to call 
the unvaccinated as “stupid”, “irra-
tional” and believers of conspiracy 
theories.

But Seyi Rhodes’s new Channel4 
documentary has a far better starting 
point. He says medical experiments on 
black and Asian people over more than 
100 years has created a justifiable fear 
that health services cannot be trusted. 

Rhodes travels from Britain to 
Tuskegee in the US Deep South. 

Deadly
There scientists conducted a 
 disgraceful investigation into the 
deadly disease syphilis. They wanted 
to observe how the disease spread, 
and to see what happened if it went 
undiagnosed.

For over forty years from the early 
1930s onwards, the experiment kept 
secret the fact that people in their 
study had tested positive for the dis-
ease. Even when new and effective 
treatments became available, they 
still hid what they knew.

The scientists even arranged that 
local doctors would not tell patients 
they had syphilis—and that led to 
it being contracted by partners and 
children.

Rhodes meets with living relations 
of the men who were unwittingly 
inducted into the trial. They describe 
a sense of shame and embarrassment 

at having been fooled. But he also 
meets people who today have the 
story of Tuskegee on their minds 
when it comes to getting vaccinated 
against Covid.

The documentary also points to 
something more hopeful. In a black 
barbershop in Washington, Rhodes 
meets a doctor who has pioneered 
taking the vaccination programme, 
and the message about its safety, direct 
to the communities most in need.

Taking up his seat, he vaccinates 
customers as they come in and takes 
up arguments that arise. 

In turn, he educates the barbers. 

But the barbers themselves become 
the best propagandists for getting 
jabbed because they best understand 
the concerns of those who are fearful.

When public health officials heard 
of the scheme, they tried to replicate 
it in cities across the US.

In many ways this is exactly the 
approach that was needed to reach 
those most disaffected by the medical 
establishment.

Rhodes also discusses how the US 
secret service used a fake vaccina-
tion programme in Pakistan to obtain 
DNA information in their hunt for 
terrorist Osama Bin Laden. The DNA 

results allowed the CIA to track the 
Bin Laden family and ultimately to 
kill him.

A victory for the US state? 
Perhaps. But the entirely predictable 
 by-product was the refusal of millions 
of Pakistanis to take any further vac-
cinations—something that endangers 
life to this day.

My only criticism of Rhodes’ 
thoughtful and inquisitive documen-
tary is that Channel 4 should have 
fast-tracked its making and put it on 
our screens months ago.
Race and Medical Experiments: What’s 
the Truth? is available now on All 4

OMAR NEIL’S (right) family members were victims of an experiment on the spread of syphilis 

Jeremy Irons as Chamberlain

DOCUMENTARY 
FOOTBALL’S COMING OUT
Available now on All 4

THERE ARE no openly gay 
or bisexual male footballers 
in England at the highest 
levels of the sport.

Football’s Coming Out 
looks at why this is and 
charts the path a footballer 
coming out might take.

How would a player tell 
teammates and their club? 
How would the media, 
social media and football 
fans react? And would 
careers or sponsorships be 
affected?

Since Justin Fashanu 
came out 30 years ago, 
no other men’s player has 
come out while actively 
playing. Fashanu took 
his own life after facing 
homophobic and racist 
abuse.

Those in the 
documentary admit things 
are better, but football 
is still not in the place it 
should be.

Some clubs are better 
than others at supporting 

LGBT+ people.
Matt Morton, player-

manager at Telford Town 
in the ninth tier of English 
football, is the highest 
ranking openly gay 
footballer in England.

“There are 100 percent 
gay men in elite football 
in this country,” he says. 
“They just don’t feel 
comfortable yet to be 
themselves.”

Abuse in the media and 
on social media is one 
reason why some might not 
want to come out.

As a comparison, the 
documentary looks at how 
black England players faced 
abuse on social media after 
the Euros tournament last 
summer.

But in the documentary, 
fans speak about not 
tolerating abuse of any 
player from individuals or 
crowds. 

They suggest 
implementing better 
punishments, such as life-
long bans from all games.

They agree the first 
professional player to come 
out could pave the way 
for vital changes. How can 
things change otherwise? 

But coming out would be 
a huge, difficult first step.
Isabel Ringrose

Thetford Town’s Matt Morton
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A 
RIGHT wing 
T o r y  g o v -
e r n m e n t  i s 
determined to 
make working 
class people 

pay for their crisis just as liv-
ing standards are squeezed 
by inflation. 

Prices are now rising by 
over 7 percent a year, far 
higher than in recent years, 
and bosses are keeping pay low 
to protect profits. 

Sounds familiar. But the 
year is 1972—and the  working 
class is about to inflict one of 
the most severe blows to the 
Tories in Britain’s history.

The Battle of Saltley Gate in 
Birmingham, 50 years ago this 
month, was a turning point in 
the 1972 coal miners’ pay strike.  

Some 30,000 engineers and 
car workers in east Birmingham 
struck in solidarity with the 
miners. And 15,000 of them 
marched to join the miners 
 picketing a local factory that was 
distributing coal. 

Bill Mullins was a shop 
 steward at the Rover Solihull 
Plant and a member of the car 
builders union the NUVB. 

He recollected that it became 
clear that the strike would affect 
all workers in the area. 

“The call for solidarity 
 picketing at Saltley gates signif-
icantly raised the stakes for all 
workers in the city,” he said. 

All workers stood to gain 
from a victory for the miners as 
it would have made it harder 
for the Tories and the bosses to 
attack them next. 

It was the mass of working 
class people who forced the 
police to retreat and close the 
gates, turning the tide in the 
dispute. 

In the beginning, Ted Heath’s 
Tory government thought it 
could ride it out. But by the 
end of it, home secretary 
Reginald Maudling described 
the  government as “wandering 
around the battlefield looking 
for someone to surrender to”.

W
HEN the min-
ers ’ union 
t h e  N U M 
l a u n c h e d 
the strike on 
9 January, 

the union sent miners to 
mount picket lines at other 
workplaces that moved coal. 

Dockers, rail workers and 
lorry drivers respected their 
picket lines and agreements 
were in place to only move 
coal for essential use, such as 
for hospitals. But not everyone 
was  complying with the NUM’s 
demands. 

In Saltley in Birmingham, the 
West Midlands Gas Board had a 
huge stock of coal and would sell 
it to anyone. Queues of trucks a 
mile-long were waiting to collect 
coal to break the strike. 

This  depot  became a 
 flashpoint in the strike. If it 
could continue distributing the 
coal, other companies would 
follow and the Tory government 
could defeat the miners.

If the depot could be closed, 
the miners would retain the 

advantage. The NUM had 
attempted to negotiate with the 
West Midlands Gas Board where 
only some vehicles with permits 
would be allowed to cross picket 
lines. 

On Friday 4 February, the 
negotiations failed and 200 
NUM pickets descended on the 
depot. While the local  transport 
union, the TGWU, was able 
to turn away unionised lorry 
drivers, most others defied the 
pickets.

On the weekend, the Midlands 
NUM called for reinforcements.

 Some 2,000 miners from 
Yorkshire—with their president 
Arthur Scargill—south Wales 
and the Midlands arrived in 
Birmingham. 

The miners’ struggle became 
a focus for wider solidarity and 
a symbol of a bigger class fight.

Delegations from local fac-
tories joined the pickets. And 
the miners’ strike coincided 
with a wave of strikes in the 
Birmingham factories, with the 
Birmingham Mail newspaper 

reporting on strikes every day 
that week. But the depot was not 
planning to budge. On Tuesday 8 
February Scargill was invited to 
speak to the AUEW  engineering 
workers’ union east district shop 
stewards. 

This body brought together 
the key militants from across 
the area. And crucially it meant 
union officials were under pres-
sure from the rank and file 
of ordinary members in the 
workplaces.

Scargill reported, “I told them 
that if they wanted to give us a 
quid to ease their conscience, 
then stuff it, we didn’t want it. 
We wanted physical support—
we wanted strike action”.

The AUEW stewards sup-
ported the call for a strike. 
Scargill was also invited to speak 
to the district committees of the 
TGWU and NUVB car workers’ 
union. They supported the strike 
call. 

Workers in the electricians’ 
union EETPU and the NUGMW 
general and council workers’ 

union began an unofficial strike. 
Their regional leaders had 

refused to call solidarity actions 
but workers defied them. 

On Wednesday 9 February a 
further attempt to negotiate with 
the depot manager failed. Shop 
stewards across Birmingham 
began preparing for a strike. 

The police, noting the calm 
on Wednesday, believed the 
 situation was now under 
 control—but they were in for a 
rude shock the following day. 

From first thing in the morn-
ing on Thursday 10 February, 
workers in the factories in 
the east of Birmingham were 
 walking out. 

This area of the city was full 
of factories, mostly part of the 
car industry. 

W
orkers from 
as far away 
as Solihull, 
a b o u t  s i x 
miles dis-
tant, were 

marching on the Saltley 
plant. Many thousands of 
women workers, at that 
point rarely receiving equal 

pay, struck and joined the 
demonstrations.

Arthur Harper was the pres-
ident of the east Birmingham 
AUEW, which called the strike. 

His report from the day is 
electrifying. “Thursday morn-
ing we got all our members 
together, put it to ‘em, put it to 
‘em straight, that a nine o’clock 
we should go out that gate, the 
district banner’s there, and we 
should march on Saltley, and 
close the gate. 

“That’s our slogan. The whole 
factory came out to a man. I 
should say around 4,000 people, 
and we marched on Saltley, and 
on the way we picked people up 
from Morris Commercial, Rover, 
the girls from SU Carburetter, 
and so forth, and we had quite 
an impressive march.”

He continued, “The inspector 
asked me, what was going to 
happen when we got to Saltley, 
I said we would march past then 
gates and then disperse. 

“As you know we didn’t 
march past the gates and dis-
perse, we marched up to the 
gate and stood solid, a solid 
wall of humanity, and the police 
were powerless to do anything 
about it.”

At that moment, the Tory 
government was powerless to 
stop the miners. Home secre-
tary Reginald Maudling wrote in 
his memoirs, “Some of my col-
leagues asked me afterwards, 
why I hadn’t sent in troops.

“And I remember asking them 
one simple question, ‘If they had 
been sent in, should they have 
gone in with their rifles loaded 
or unloaded?’ Either course 
could have been disastrous.”

For most of us this experi-
ence seems a million miles from 
 anything we can hope to witness. 

 But it’s a powerful reminder 
that if rank and file organisa-
tion is strong and can defy union 
bureaucrats if needed it is pos-
sible to win. We need that same 
spirit to boot out another vicious 
Tory government today. 

The Tory 
government 
was powerless 
to stop the 
miners--and 
knew it

‘‘ 

The year workers’ power 
defied the bureaucracy 

The police accosting a striker 

 I
N 1972 Tory prime 
minister Edward Heath 
declared war on working 
class people, inflation 

redundancies, and public 
service cuts were rampant. 

The Tories handed 
public sector workers a pay 
increase of one percent. 

They also passed the 
Industrial Relations Bill 
in 1971, which snatched 
power from unions.

But workers fought back. 
Throughout 1972 there 
were more strike days than 
any other year since 1919.

In January hundreds 
of thousands of miners 
walked out over pay. The 
strike lasted over 12 weeks 
and was the first national 
miner’s strike since 1926.

But the trade union 
bureaucracy was, as 
always, treacherous. 

Miners were fighting 
for a pay rise of up to £9 a 
week. But the government 
offered them only £2. 

NUM president Joe 
Gormely said if the 
government raised its offer 
slightly, the strike would 
not have taken place.

Inspired by the miners, 
300,000 building workers 
struck against casual work 
and for pay. It was the 
builders’ first national 
strike since 1924 and 
lasted over 12 weeks.

Union leadership wanted 
selective strikes, but 
workers pressure triggered 
a nationwide revolt.

Around 25,000 engineers 

READ MORE
lClose the Gates! the 
1972 Miners’ Strike, 
Saltley Gate and the 
defeat  
by Pete Jackson  
£2 
lInterview with former 
NUM president, Arthur 
Scargill published in 
Socialist Worker in 2012 
bit.ly/scargillinterview

lOccupy! 
by Dave Sherry  
£5

Books available at 
Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

Saltley Gate pickets 

SALTLEY GATE 
HOW WORKERS BEAT THE TORIES
Fifty years ago striking coal miners in Britain took on a 
Tory government—and won a key battle with the support 
of tens of thousands of workers in Birmingham.  
Pete Jackson tells the inspiring story of class solidarity 

Miners’ pickets from Kent 
picketing Bromley gas 
works Bromley gas 

Arthur Scargill

in Manchester occupied 
30 factories for pay.

Dock workers defied 
union leaders and struck 
against the bosses plan to 
outsource their workload 
to containment firms. 

Liverpool dock workers 
picketed new container 
depots, blocking lorries 
from entering. This sort 
of action, although illegal, 
spread across Britain.

In June 35,000 dockers 
unofficially struck in 
solidarity with three 
dock workers who were 
threatened with arrest 
for picketing at Chobham 
Farm container base. 

The charges were dropped. 
The next month five 

picketing dockers were 
arrested and sent to 
Pentonville prison. They were 
freed after 250,000 dockers, 
print workers, construction 
workers, engineers came 
out on unofficial strike, 
demanding their release.

Bob Light, a 22 year old 
docker, gave a flavour of 
how the strike spread.

“‘I was dispatched 
with another docker and 
an engineering worker 
to Heathrow airport. We 
drove up to Terminal One, 
demanded to see their 
convenor, and two hours 
later there were no holiday 
flights from Heathrow.”

From start to finish 
1972 was the year of 
rank and file militancy. 

The same can 
happen again.

Destruction from the air in
British-ruled Somaliland

One hundred years ago 
the people of Burao, 
Somaliland, revolted 
against British imposed 
taxation. Winston 
Churchill ordered the 
bombing and bombing 
of an entire city, explains 
Isabel Ringrose
ON WINSTON Churchill’s 
orders in February 1922, RAF 
planes bombarded a town in 
former British Somaliland, 
east Africa, for rebelling 
against colonial taxation.

“The inhabitants of the 
native township were turned 
out of their houses, and the 
entire area was razed by a 
combination of bombing, 
machine-gun fire and 
burning,” wrote one historian.

British authorities in 
Somaliland announced they 
would impose a heavy tax 
and begin a programme 
of disarmament, including 
in the town of Burao. 

Somalia at the time was 
split up and controlled by 
Italian and British forces. 

The British Somaliland 
protectorate was established 
in the late 1880s after 
Britain grabbed control of 
territories on the coast. 

The purpose of the tax 
was to raise funds to run 
the Somaliland protectorate, 
which was seen as “costly” to 
the Colonial Office’s finances.

It was also to strengthen 
British control in Somaliland 
after the Dervish War 
against a decades-long 
resistance movement. 

The Dervish movement was 
founded in Burao in 1899.

In 1920, British forces 
launched their fifth and 
final campaign against 
the movement. Following 
three weeks of battle, the 
Dervishes were finally 
defeated after 20 years. 

In response to the new 
tax imposed on them, the 
people in Burao organised 
riots to resist the British 
tyranny they hated.

Local Habar Yoonis clan 
fighters revolted and clashed 
with British soldiers in 
opposition. They targeted 
British government officials, 
resulting in shootouts.

On 24 February Captain 
Allan Gibb called out the 

Camel Corps company, 
mainly composed of  
Somalis, to put down 
a disturbance.

But they refused to shoot at 
the rioters. Gibb went forward 
with his interpreter and was 
shot and killed. Colonial 
British authorities panicked 
as they realised they could 
not contain the uprising. 

They asked then 
Secretary of State for the 
Colonies Winston Churchill 
to send reinforcements 
from Aden in Yemen.

Confirmation
Sir Geoffrey Archer, Governor 
of British Somaliland, 
wrote to Churchill for the 
confirmation of his order 
for two aeroplanes required 
for “about fourteen days.” 

“We propose to inflict 
fine of 2,500 camels on 
implicated sections, who 
are practically isolated 
and demand surrender of 
man who killed Gibbs,” 
he wrote. “He is known. 

“Fine to be doubled in 
failure to comply with latter 
conditions and aeroplanes 
to be used to bomb stock 
on grazing grounds.”

In brutal retaliation to the 
rebels’ resistance, Churchill 

allowed planes from the 
Aden Number 8 Squadron 
RAF to be sent and troops 
were placed on standby.

Churchill said in 
parliament, “Immediate 
dispositions of troops 
became necessary in order 
to ensure the apprehension 
and punishment of those 
responsible for the murder.”

Within two days the 
planes arrived in Burao 
and bombed the town, 
practically eliminating it.

After the destruction 
of Burao and weeks of 
unrest, the leaders of the 
rebellion compromised. 

The Habar Yoonis agreed 
to pay a small fine in 
livestock for Gibbs’ death. 

But they refused to 
hand over the individual 
who fired the shot. 

He was later named as 
young warrior Faacuul Adan 
Jugle of the Reer Wayd and 
was celebrated as a hero.

As a result of failing to 
implement the changes, 
Archer abandoned the tax 
and disarmament policies—a 
victory for native Somalis 
living under British rule.

Archer was soon replaced, 
and other policies in the 
area were revised because 
of the resistance.

The brutality of 
Churchill and the British 
colonials’ response to 
the uprising shows the 
cruelty of imperialism.

It also shows how 
they feared revolt and 
rebellion, because of 
the power these had. 

The strength of the people 
of Burao to fight back against 
the British machine is an 
inspiring story of resistance 
against the Empire.

DH.9A BOMBERS rained terror in east Africa

The people in 
Burao organised 
riots to resist the 
British tyranny 
they hated

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
IMPERIALISM
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At last! Classic book on slavery republished
CAPITALISM AND SLAVERY
by Eric Williams 
Published by Penguin, £9.99

IN THIS classic book Caribbean 
historian Eric Williams details how 
capitalism—and particularly British 
capitalism—could not have devel‑
oped without the brutality of the 
Atlantic slave trade. 

F i rs t  publ ished in  1944, 
Capitalism and Slavery has been 
unjustly neglected and the new 
edition from Penguin is the first in 
Britain for nearly 40 years. 

It is doubly welcome at a time 
when the government attacks Black 
Lives Matter for reminding us of 
Britain’s role in the slave trade. 

W i l l i a m s  e x p l a i n s  t h e 
 centuries‑long battle for supremacy 
in the Caribbean between Spain, 
Portugal, France and Britain.

He describes the different kinds 
of colonies, either based on small 
farmer‑holdings or on plantations—
in which case “land and capital were 
both useless unless labour could be 
commanded”. 

It is very good on the  different 
kinds of unfree labour used, the 
planters’ indifference to their work‑
ers’ suffering and why slavery 
became economically dominant. 

He argues that “Slavery was not 
born of racism—rather racism was 
the consequence of slavery”.

Slavery developed for economic 
reasons but was justified by turning 
to a new idea of races.

“Here then is the origin of Negro 
slavery. The reason was economic, 
not racial; it had to do not with 
the colour of the labourer, but the 
cheapness of the labour. As com‑
pared with Indian and white labour, 
Negro slavery was  eminently 
superior.”

As the great historian of race 
WEB Du Bois put it in 1947, it was 
Marx who “made the great unan‑
swerable charge to the sources of 
capitalism in African slavery”.

Williams called the book “strictly 
an economic study” of how  profits 
from the slave trade funded the 
development of industrial  capitalism, 
but it teems with moral outrage. 

Cemented
Bristol became Britain’s second city 
because the slave trade brought in 
twice as much profit as all other 
trade combined. An observer wrote, 
“There is not a brick in the city but 
what is cemented with the blood of 
a slave”. 

Williams attacks the slavehold‑
ers’ hypocrisy, including that of 
the churches, commenting, “The 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel prohibited Christian instruc‑
tion to is slaves in Barbados”. 

He points out that plantation 

slavery was as ecologically  destructive 
as it was morally repugnant since it 
exhausts the soil.

His broadly Marxist argument 
concludes that social relations link 
to economic development.

“Even the great mass move‑
ments… show a curious affinity 

with the rise and development of 
new interests.”

However, Williams disagreed 
with many Marxists that argued 
that capitalism pre‑dated the use of 
slavery and unfree labour.

Williams was greatly influenced 
by the great Caribbean Marxist CLR 

James. They were Trinidadian and 
James had taught him at school. In 
Britain in the 1930s Williams helped 
research The Black Jacobins—
James’s masterpiece on race, class 
and the Haitian revolution.

Williams states that this had 
already explained Capitalism and 
Slavery’s central theory “clearly 
and concisely”. But Williams’ book 
 provides far more extensive facts. 

These ideas developed from com‑
ments by Marx on race and slavery, 
particularly around the US Civil 
War in the 1860s.

James was himself influenced 
by Du Bois’s Black Reconstruction, 
which examined how a Northern vic‑
tory was far from inevitable, despite 
its economic superiority over the 
Confederacy. The active role of the 
enslaved made a decisive difference.

Williams returned to Trinidad 
where he came to lead the nation‑
alist movement and after independ‑
ence became prime minister.

He invited James to come and 
edit his party’s paper, but the two 
fell out over the government’s lack 
of radicalism. James was an increas‑
ingly vocal critic and was even kept 
under house arrest for a while. 

None of this detracts from the 
importance of Capitalism and Slavery 
in cementing the idea that there is no 
capitalism without racism.
Ken Olende

ERIC WILLIAMS wrote the classic study Capitalism and Slavery in 
1944. He also the first prime minister of Trinidad and Tobago 

16 REVIEW Socialist Worker  2 February 2022



BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

Cleanup workers battle against unsafe conditions
MORE THAN 50 
construction workers 

were tasked with repairing 
two luxury hotels in the 
Florida Keys in the US 
after Hurricane Irma in 
2017.

They worked around 
the clock to make the 
hotels habitable again. 

But the company 
that hired them, Cotton 
Commercial USA, 
refused to pay them 
what they were owed. 

In some cases, workers 
had only been paid one 
week’s wages for five 
weeks of work. To this day 

workers are still fighting 
to receive their lost wages. 

This case is just one 
example of the abuses that 
migrant, undocumented 
and incarcerated 
workers who clean up 
after environmental 
disasters suffer.

These workers are 
often deprived of 
health care and forced 
to work in unsafe 
conditions by greedy and 
exploitative bosses. 

A company known for 
its abuses of migrant 
workers is Servpro 
and its massive web 

of subcontractors. 
Servpro workers 

wear uniforms with the 
words “Like it never 
even happened.” That is 
precisely what they are 
told when sent to work 
in dangerous conditions. 

Bellaliz Gonzalez is 
one of the thousands 

of migrant workers 
who work across the 
country cleaning up after 
extreme events in often 
terrible conditions. 

“There were several of 
us that day restoring the 
local hospital that had 
called on our services, but 
there were no Covid-19 

health protocols in place,” 
she said. “Our supervisors 
didn’t even give us masks.

“We were treated like 
animals. They didn’t 
care about our health 
or our lives. They didn’t 
care that we were in the 
middle of a pandemic. 
As a result, many of my 
colleagues caught Covid.” 

Those in power rely on 
cheap labour to clean up 
after the disasters caused 
by global warming. 

With demand for these 
workers increasing, only 
struggle will mean they 
receive a fair deal. 

Profit first
people last

 A report published 
by the World 

Bank has pushed for 
private companies 
to invest more in 
climate adaptation and 
mitigation. 

The report details 
the many opportunities 
that the climate crisis 
could provide would-be 
investors. 

These include 
increased tourism 
opportunities,  
offering insurance and 
selling new technologies 
to farmers who have 
been impacted by 
a changing climate 
and environmental 
destruction. 

Despite the 
charitable language 
used in the report, all 
the adaptations that 
it suggests benefit 
profits first and people 
second. 

This report perfectly 
reflects the views of 
those at the top, who  
are still eager to make 
as much profit as 
possible as the planet 
burns.

Loan sharks 
target poor

 DAMAGE caused 
by flooding and 

wildfires is driving 
ordinary people to turn 
to high-interest payday 
loans, catapulting 
them into debt. 

In Australia, payday 
loan providers are 
targeting those who 
have suffered the after-
effects of extreme 
weather events. 

One of the biggest 
offenders is Money 
3, which claims on 
its website to give 
everyone a “fair 
chance”. 

In reality, companies 
such as Money 3 trap 
their customers in a 
cycle of debt. 

Peter McNamara, 
chief executive officer 
of  Good Shepherd 
Microfinance, which 
is funded by the 
Australian government, 
said, “These sectors 
target and in some way 
prey upon and profit 
off other people’s 
pain—it’s real, we see it 
on the ground.

“They advertise 
towards them. They 
market to them. 

“They make it sound 
as if it’s a necessity  
and it’s there for 
them.”

Profits flow from rampant
environmental destruction 
As the number of wildfires, hurricanes and extreme weather events worsen, 
Sophie Squire looks at the companies who seek to gain from the destruction

 AS the climate crisis grows 
parasitic bosses hope to 

grow fat on climate destruction. 
Bank of America analysts have pre-

dicted that the climate adaptation 
market, which means anything from 
flood defences to wildfire protections, 
will double in the next five years. 

This presents an enormous oppor-
tunity for businesses to snap up lucra-
tive contracts from governments and 
charge ordinary people to protect 
their homes and livelihoods. 

One way to make money is to sell 
the cleanup operations needed after 
a climate disaster. 

One multinational that’s made 
millions from cleanup operations is 
Belfor. The group comprises a web 
of companies across the world and is 
worth around £1 billion. 

The company was part of the 
cleanup after the floods in Indonesia 
in 2002, Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
and the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan in 2011.  

Forbes magazine once wrote, 
“Climate change is good for Belfor”.

The company was recently sold 
to a private equity firm, American 
Securities. 

Restoration
Major private equity firms have 
recently bought up several other 
 restoration companies, including  
construction company Blusky. 

This trend shows that serious 
 profits can be made as demand for 
restoration and clean up companies 
increases due to climate change. 

Another way for the bosses to 
profit from climate change is to bump 
up insurance premiums. 

In the US the price of insuring 
homes and crops is shooting upwards 

owing to an increase in extreme 
weather events. 

Those who are insured for flooding 
may see prices increase by as much as 
£179 a year, according to The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

Of course it is the poorest that will 
be hit the hardest by insurance hikes, 
and many won’t be able to afford 
insurance at all. 

Robb Lanham, chief sales officer 
for HUB International Personal 
Insurance, said, “I don’t think this is 
an era where prices are going to go 
down.” But he added that the climate 

crisis is an excellent opportunity “for 
an insurance company to say, for us 
to be a viable company, we have to 
raise our rates.”

For those in charge, relying on pri-
vate companies to carry out climate 
adaptation is the way forward.  

In 2009 developed countries 
pledged over £74 billion to poorer 
countries to mitigate and adapt to 
a changing climate, but more than 
a decade later have yet to meet this 
goal. 

For those in charge, the solution to 
this funding gap is to rely on private 

businesses to provide. But the bosses 
cannot be trusted to protect anyone 
from climate disasters when behind 
every decision they make is profit 
and the drive to compete with other 
capitalists. 

To truly adapt and fight the effects 
of climate change, we need a  different 
kind of system, one where ordinary 
people’s needs are put first. 

BELFOR MADE huge profits following the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami in Japan

Cleanup worker in Florida

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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IN BRIEF 

Ballots on the bins 
on south coast...
REFUSE WORKERS in 
Wiltshire are set to ballot for 
strikes after they were offered 
a pay deal that would amount 
to a significant pay cut. 

The members of the 
GMB union work for Hills 
Waste Solutions situated in 
Trowbridge, Salisbury and 
Calne.

They were offered a tiny 
2 percent increase by Hills. 
The union has added that the 
company refused to negotiate. 

Meanwhile, refuse workers 
in Sussex have informed Adur 
and Worthing council that they 
intend to ballot for strikes over 
pay and conditions.

...And more in 
north west England
REFUSE WORKERS in Barrow 
in Cumbria are balloting for 
strikes.  The 20 members of 
the GMB union are asking 
for just a 3 percent pay rise 
from their employer FCC 
Environment. 

But the company has so 
far refused even to consider 
a way below-inflation pay rise 
and won’t even negotiate. 
The ballot is set to close on 
Monday of next week. 

Blockade slows 
down fast food
STRIKING DELIVERY workers 
blockaded a McDonald’s 
in Sheffield after Stuart, a 
subcontractor for delivery app 
Just Eat, cut their pay from 
£4.50 to £3.40 for short trips. 

Over 60 strikers and 
supporters turned up to 
support the action. 

Activists blocked the road, 
let off flares and chanted, “Just 
Eat, Stuart, you can’t hide.” 

Striker Raja Khan said, “Until 
they stop attacking the drivers 
they rely on, we will be forced 
to create disruption that Stuart 
and Just Eat can’t ignore.”

London night tube 
battle continues 
WEEKEND NIGHT Tube 
strikes continue despite a 
“deafening silence” from 
London Underground. Workers 
are fighting to retain the Night 
Tube drivers’ grade. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Lynch said, “The issue 
at the heart of the dispute, 
protecting the work-life 
balance of drivers, cannot be 
swept under the carpet and 
needs to be addressed rather 
than dismissed.”

No return to unsafe 
offices in DWP
MORE THAN 1,000 PCS union 
members joined a mass online 
meeting over bosses’ attempts 
to force them back to their 
offices in the Department for 
Work and Pensions.

In a poll of the meeting, 
92 percent said they felt 
they were at increased 
risk returning to work. And 
86 percent said they’d be 
willing to strike.

Chep UK strikers get 
ready for more action
by BRIAN CLAFFEY

STRIKERS AT Chep UK in 
Manchester are re-balloting 
for another 12 weeks 
of strikes—and remain 
confident that they can win.

The members of the Unite 
union are fighting over pay.

Although bosses have 
brought in scabs, they can’t 
keep up with the workload 
as pallets continue to pile up. 
At the beginning of the strike 
there were 15,000 pallets 
needing minor repairs. Now 
there are 120,000. 

The strikers know their 
action is cutting into the 

company’s profits. Morale is 
boosted by the support strikers 
receive from different union 
branches such as Rolls Royce 
Barnoldswick who donated a 
new brazier. 

The side of the brazier 
reads, “My boss is a 
Chep’skate”. A fair description, 
considering the announcement 
of £150 million in profits last 
year and the bosses’ refusal to 
give workers a decent pay rise.

The workers are also 
being hit by the rising cost of 
living with their energy bills 
increasing and inflation cutting 
into their wages. Some say 
they’ve even had to visit food 
banks. Strikers are sending 

letters to Chep UK customers 
such as Heineken to increase 
the pressure. 

Workers’ action is key. 
Picketing Heineken would 
broaden the possibilities of 
the strike. To do this, strikers 
must be willing to bypass their 
union and act independently of 
the officials. 

Solidarity from workplaces 
is also key. The workers have 
already visited striking workers 
at Oldham bus depot, cleaners 
at Piccadilly train station and 
Longsight depot. 

And they supported the 
successful campaign to 
reinstate bus driver Tracey 
Scholes.

SOLIDARITY FROM trade unionists boosted Chep UK strikers  Picture: Wigan trades council

Newham teachers’ strike 
defeats an academy plan
by SAM ORD

WORKERS AT Newham Sixth 
Form College (NewVic) 
in east London have 
beaten back the threat of 
academisation, thanks to 
a fantastic fightback.

After 12 days of strikes 
by NEU union members, 
NewVic bosses agreed 
they have “not made any 
decision to academise”. 

They said their 
“preference” is to stay 
“an independent, stand-
alone, sixth form.”

NewVic is a good example 
of how to fight back. 
Throughout the strike, 
NEU union members held 
big pickets that gained 
a lot of attention. 

The workers were 
determined to strike 
long and hard while not 
giving in for less than 
what they demanded.

Bosses last week 
tried to end the dispute 
with a promise not to 
academise until 2025. 

But as two workers told 
Socialist Worker during 
the last week of strikes, 
“If management doesn’t 
want any more strikes, they 
must stop academising”.

When strikers’ morale 
could have faded they 
decided to continue pushing 
back, looking for new 
ways to grow their fight. 

They held rallies and 
campaign sessions at the 

local market, getting good 
responses. Some students 
also joined picket lines with 
many taking leaflets and 
discussing the situation 
with their teachers.

After working throughout 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
workers shouldn’t 
settle for a profit driven 
education system.

One NEU member 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Privatisation affects those at 
the bottom of society much 
more than those at the top.” 

nBOSSES AT St Matthew’s 
primary school in 
Preston pushed ahead 
with academisation 
plans on Tuesday of 
this week, despite 
resistance by teachers.

Members of the NEU 
union struck for 12 days 
against the plans, but the 
school’s governors didn’t 
back down. 

The school will join 
the Cidari Multi Academy 
Trust run by the Diocese of 
Blackburn.

NEU rep Julie Copeland 
told the NEU Left blog, “We 
will all be wearing black this 
Tuesday, the school as we 
know it will have gone. 

“The governors are 
hoping the school will 
convert this week and 
then everything will be 
forgotten—but I don’t 
know how they expect us 
to do that because they still 
haven’t sat down with us.”

PAY SCHOOLS

WINCANTON B&Q

Offer on the horizon—but 
is it enough for strikers?
AFTER FIVE weeks of 
all-out strikes at the 
Wincanton B&Q depot in 
Worksop, the bosses have 
blinked and have agreed to 
talks with the Unite union 
on Tuesday.

Members of the Unite 
union are fighting over pay. 
Senior stewards believe the 
action has really started 
to bite. They are optimistic 
they will agree a settlement 
which will deliver on their 
demands, and which they 
can put to members.

Some strikers have 
said they won’t go back 
for anything less than 
7 percent—the current rate 
of inflation. The strikers 

were in a buoyant mood 
on Friday when around 150 
workers protested outside 
a jobs fair organised by 
their local Tory MP Brendan 
Clarke-Smith. 

There were solidarity 
speeches and lively 
chanting for two hours.

Clarke-Smith had 
opposed their strike and 
suggested they could solve 
their financial problems 
by leaving the union and 
saving money. 

They also were angry 
that he told them to 
“upskill”. As many of them 
told Socialist Worker, they 
already do skilled work. 
Jeannie Robinson

SCOTLAND

Big no vote 
to pay cut
TEACHERS IN Scotland 
have overwhelmingly 
rejected a huge pay cut—
with 98 percent voting 
against the pay offer in a 
ballot by the EIS union.

The deal involves a 1 rise 
from April 2021, 1 percent 
from January 2022, and a 
£100 one-off, unconsolidated 
payment for all. This means 
a big pay cut. It’s important 
to move quickly to a 
formal ballot and strikes.

GREAT ORMOND STREET

Guards to 
walk out
SECURITY WORKERS 
at Great Ormond Street 
hospital, central London, 
were set to begin a 
six week strike on 
Thursday of this week. 

The members of the UVW 
union are outsourced to 
Carlisle Support Services. 
They receive lower pay 
and worse conditions 
than those who work 
directly for the NHS.

Mimy Longangu, a 
security guard, said, “I 
decided it was time to go 
on strike because I am 
bitterly disappointed. When 
the pandemic started, we 
all put our lives at risk, 
cleaners, security, all of us.”

PENSIONS

Strike vote at private trust
THOUSANDS OF teachers at 
23 private schools belonging 
to the Girls’ Day School 
Trust (GDST) have voted 
95 percent for strikes to 
defend their pensions.

Bosses want to use fire 
and rehire tactics to force 
through changes that would 
cut an average of 20 percent 
from workers’ pensions. 

Many workers would 
lose tens of thousands of 
pounds in contributions 

throughout their careers. 
Meanwhile, the Trust’s 
finances are healthy, 
according to the NEU 
union, and it plans major 
spending on new buildings.

NEU members now say 
they will hit hard with 
strikes unless the proposals 
are scrapped—the first in 
the Trust’s 194 year history. 

Strike dates had not been 
announced as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

WORKLOAD

Six days out 
in Somerset
TEACHERS AT Gordano 
school in North Somerset 
were set to strike for six 
days from Thursday of this 
week against unacceptable 
workloads.

NEU Senior Regional 
Officer Ian McCann said 
workload “has now come to 
such a level that it is having 
a detrimental effect on our 
members’ welfare”.
l Messages of support to 
Jonathan.reddiford@neu.org.uk
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UNIVERSITIES

Build the university 
strikes and escalate
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

W O R K E R S  A T  6 8 
 universities plan to strike 
across ten days in February 
and March. 

The UCU union members 
will walk out in two linked 
disputes. The first is over cuts 
to the USS pension scheme. 
The second is over pay, 
workloads, casualisation and 
equalities, together known as 
the “four fights”. 

Workers at 44  universities 
plan to strike only over USS 
on 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 
February. 

Strikes over USS and the 
four fights at 68 universi-
ties are then scheduled for 
Monday 21 February and 
Tuesday 22 February. And 
walkouts over the four fights 
at 63 universities are set to 
take place on 28 February 
and 1 and 2 March. 

It’s a step forward that the 
union leadership has finally 
called more strikes after 
the last round, a three-day 
 walkout in December.

Nicola, a UCU member at 
Kingston university in south 
London, told Socialist Worker 
that there is a solid mood to 
keep fighting. “In my branch 

there was a real desire to 
hear strike dates and enthu-
siasm about striking again,” 
she said. 

“There’s a lot of anger.”
Roddy, a UCU union 

member at Imperial College 
in London, urged univer-
sity workers, other trade 
 unionists and campaigners 
to throw themselves into 
 building the strikes. 

But he added that  “activists 
are worried that, despite their 

efforts, the way the action 
has been organised will mean 
it won’t be as effective as it 
could have been”. 

Many workers are angry 
that the union leadership 
tried to separate the two dis-
putes at a meeting of the UCU 
higher education committee. 

There were even fears 
that the four fights dispute 
would be effectively aban-
doned, despite enthusiasm 
to strike among rank and file 

members. “Waiting months 
to strike after the last one 
has been very unhelpful,” 
said Nicola. 

“Thankfully the enthusi-
asm has still held.” 

It’s positive that one of the 
days will coincide with an 
NUS national student union 
strike on 2 March.

Samira, a student at 
Liverpool university, told 
Socialist Worker that it is 
vital that students  organise 
quickly to support their 
lecturers. 

Conditions
“It is common sense that 
the lecturers’ fight is our 
fight when their working 
conditions are our learning 
 conditions,” she said.

The best response to the 
bosses’ attacks over  pensions, 
pay and equalities is more 
united strikes at the 68 
universities.

Rank and file members 
should build the strikes—
and keep up pressure on the 
union leaders. 

And every socialist and 
campaigner should build sol-
idarity for the strikes, which 
could become a focal point 
of resistance to a weak Tory 
government.

UNISON

Bureaucracy tries to 
block union democracy
SENIOR bureaucrats at 
the top of the Unison 
union have launched 
a fresh attack on the 
union’s elected governing 
body by effectively 
cancelling its meetings.

The union’s general 
secretary Christine McAnea 
told the union’s staff 
not to attend committee 
meetings by elected 
members of the national 
executive council (NEC).

It is the latest move to 
undermine the elected NEC, 
after bureaucrats refused 
to carry out its decisions 
in October last year.

At the heart of the row is 
a fight over whether Unison 
becomes a union that leads 
a greater fightbacks.

Left wing activists took 
control of Unison’s NEC in 
elections last year. Most 
were part of the Time for 
Real Change campaign.

Though it organises 1.3 
million public sector 
workers, Unison has failed 
to mount enough resistance 
to attacks on jobs, pay, 
pensions and conditions 
for more than a decade.

The result is that two 
landmark strike ballots 
over pay among health 
workers, and council 
workers in England and 
Wales failed to get near 
the 50 percent turnout 
thresholds demanded 
by anti-union laws.

Time for Real Change 
wants to remove blocks 
on organising and on 
members taking action. 

All Unison activists need 
to demand NEC meetings are 
reinstated—with a public, 
national response that links 
questions of democracy 
and change in the union to 
resistance to attacks on pay 
and working conditions.

LONDON STRIKERS in December                       Picture: Guy Smallman

Stand with  
Paul Holmes 
VICTIMISED trade unionist 
Paul Holmes was set 
to hear the results of a 
two-year disciplinary 
action against him on 
Wednesday of this week.

Paul’s bosses at Kirklees 
council suspended him 
in November 2019. As 
branch secretary of 
Kirklees Unison, Paul has 
led strikes and campaigns 
against council cuts.

By the time Paul hears the 
outcome of the hearing he will 
have been suspended for two 
years and three months. In 
that time he has been elected 
Unison’s national president.

Bosses had still not told 
Paul the venue for the 
outcome meeting as Socialist 
Worker went to press. His 
supporters were calling 
on activists to join a lobby 
8am in Huddersfield.
lFor more details of solidarity 
go to Time For Real Change in 
Unison campaign on Facebook 
or @tfrc_unison on Twitter.

Pay battle 
on buses in 
Manchester
OVER 40 bus drivers in 
the Unite union and their 
supporters rallied outside the 
First Bus depot in Oldham last 
Friday. They are striking for 
an above-inflation pay rise.

“We’ve always had quite 
good sick pay here, but 
they want to cut it back, in 
exchange for a £1,100 lump 
sum,” striker Tony explained. 
“We’re not having it.”

Strikers were joined by 
Labour councillors and Labour 
MPs Angela Rayner, Nav Mishra 
and Jim McMahon.

First is also putting pressure 
on drivers to accept another, 
separate lump sum of £500, in 
exchange for a worsening of 
conditions in what is already 
a stressful job driving in 
congested conditions.

The workers will strike for 
three days a week throughout 
February, with picketing all day.
Mike Killian

BUSES

CONSTRUCTION

Scaffolders step up fight
SCUNTHORPE scaffolding 
workers resumed their 
strikes last week.

The workers, based on 
the British Steel site in 
Scunthorpe, are striking 
against Actavo, to fight for 
equal pay on the nationally 
agreed rate for the job.

The 62 workers have 
been striking since last 
October and returned to 
the picket line last week 
after holding a re-ballot 
following three months 
of action last autumn.

One worker said, “We 
demand parity pay with not 
only scaffolders in the local 
area but also scaffolders 
employed on the same site 
by different companies.

“We are asking to be paid 
in line with the national 
agreement. The reality 
is we have been severely 
underpaid for years and as 
each year passes, we fall 
further and further behind.”

Actavo was paying 
the scaffolders between 
10-15 percent below 
the wage figure in the 
National Agreement 
for the Engineering 
Construction Industry.

The workers in the 
Unite union maintain 500 
scaffolding structures at 
the British Steel site.

Many of the workers 
have worked at the site 
for decades but their 
work has been outsourced 

repeatedly. This is the 
reason Acatvo bosses claim 
they don’t have to pay the 
national agreement wage.

The long-running dispute 
has seen solidarity protests 
at Actavo sites in Britain 
and Ireland and banner 
drops at Celtic football 
games. The owner of Actavo 
Denis O’Brien is one of 
the owners of the club.

Last Thursday strikers 
and supporters gatecrashed 
an awards ceremony for 
construction bosses at 
the exclusive Hurlingham 
Club in London.

The bosses’ back slapping 
event was met with noisy 
disruption despite some 
overzealous security guards.

On Friday morning 
workers blocked roads into 
British Steel at Scunthrope.

On Monday workers 
protested at Lindsey 
Oil Refinery. Altrad has 
scaffolders working for 
British Steel. At Lindsey 
Altrad scaffolders and other 
workers didn’t start work 
while the protest took place.
Simon Basketter
lMessages of support to 
@UnitedScaffs on Twitter and 
Facebook or email joe.Rollin 
@unitetheunion.org Donations 
to Sort Code:  60-83-01 Account 
No: 20173962 Name: Unite 
North East Region 1% Fund 
Reference:  Actavo Limited, Send 
to Unite, 55 Call Lane, Leeds, LS1 
7BW marked Actavo Dispute

Gatecrashing the bosses’ dinner                                            Picture: Guy Smallman

to fight for good quality 
protective equipment.

The Tories forced similar 
measures on social care 
in November last year, 
leading to an exodus of 
around 40,000 staff. One 
care charity yesterday 
accused the government 
of using the sector as “the 
trial run for the NHS”.

Labour shadow 
health secretary Wes 
Streeting was also forced 
into an embarrassing 
retreat over the issue.

His party had originally 
opposed mandatory 
vaccines, but under his 
guidance had decided 
to change its policy and 
support the government.

Now, just a few weeks 
later, he spluttered 
that the policy “could 

see tens of thousands 
of staff forced to leave 
their roles at a time 
when our health service 
is already understaffed 
and overstretched.”

Labour’s change of 
policy had wrong-footed 
many health unions.

All had verbally 
opposed the mandatory 
vaccination policy, rightly 
explaining they are in 
favour of “persuasion 
not punishment”.

But none were prepared 
to take real action to 
defend the thousands 
of their members that 
faced the sack.

Activists should 
use the government’s 
weakness to push for 
the best pandemic 
protection measures 
possible, and continue 
the fight for a safe NHS.

HEALTH WORKERS

>>Continued from page 20
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 BARTS STRIKERS SING
 ‘WE HAVE THE POWER’
by ISABEL RINGROSE

“WHO HAS the power? We 
have the power! What kind 
of power? Union power!”

That was the dawn chorus 
on the picket line at Royal 
London hospital this week as 
around 600 porters,  cleaners, 
security, reception and 
domestic workers walked out 
on strike.

They began their first day 
of a two-week strike over pay 
on Monday. Action will hit 
two additional east London 
hospitals, Barts in central 
London and Whipps Cross in 
outer east London.

The strikers do vital work 
for the giant Barts Health 
NHS Trust but are employed 
by notorious outsourcer Serco. 

The mainly black and 
m ig ran t  worke r s  a r e 
 demanding better pay and con-
ditions—and no more bullying 
and unmanageable workloads. 
And, they want Serco out.

From 5.30am until a rally 
at midday, strikers chanted 
“Serco out, Serco go” and 
made sure there was not a 
second of silence on the picket.

They also marched round 
the hospital building with blar-
ing horns, bringing staff and 
patients to the windows of the 
hospital’s two tower blocks.

Benefits
Striker Esther is a  domestic 
worker at Royal London 
Hospital. “We want a pay rise,” 
she told Socialist Worker. And 
we want to be in the NHS.”

She explained that unlike 
workers employed directly by 
the NHS, Serco workers don’t 
get benefits such as double 
pay on a bank holiday.

“We get paid for one day, 
whereas other NHS workers 
get double for doing the same 
job. We want to be equal.

“And we want Serco and the 
Barts NHS Trust to listen to us.”

The Unite union members 
voted 97 percent in favour 
of strikes and insist they will 
extend their action if their 
demands are not met. 

After the ballot result, 

Serco revised their pay offer 
from a pitiful 1 percent to a 
below-inflation 3 percent. 

Unfortunately, that paltry 
increase was enough to per-
suade the Unison union, which 
organises some  workers on 
the Serco contract, to declare 
victory and accept a deal.

But Serco can afford to pay 
far more. Three months ago 
it raised its profit forecast for 
the year from £200 million 

to £225 million. The widely-
hated firm paid its top two 
executives £7.4 million for 
2021. 

Strikers are angry that they 
are paid up to 15 percent less 
than staff directly employed 
by the NHS “for doing the 
same job”.

And with the RPI rate of 
inflation up to 7.5 percent this 
week, Serco’s revised offer has 
gone badly.

Striker Brad works in the 
Royal London’s catering oper-
ation. “Serco offered us a pay 
rise of 3 percent—we want 15 
percent and no less,” he told 
Socialist Worker.

“We want no more private 
companies employing us, and 
for services to be back in the 
hands of the NHS.

Barrier
“Serco does not treat us 
fairly. We only get sick pay 
after seven to eight days.

“We had an issue with rotas 
that we sorted in July, so we 
want this sorted too.”

Brad said that Serco “don’t 
respect their staff”.

“For some of the workers, 
there is a language barrier. 
Serco uses that to take advan-
tage—I see it happening and 
get involved to explain what’s 
going on so they can’t be 
used.”

Taking back services 

in-house would mean work-
ers being put on the NHS’s 
Agenda for Change pay, terms 
and conditions.

Brad added, “Serco just 
wants to make money. They 
manage to pay their manag-
ers, and they’ve stuck together. 
We’re out on strike because we 
want this to be resolved. 

“We want them to hear 
our pain—it’s us that’s suffer-
ing. We’re out here to demand 
more respect and for our voices 
to be heard as one family.

“It’s good people are smil-
ing. We want people to feel 
relaxed and comfortable, espe-
cially because in work people 
can feel stressed and isolated.”
Pickets at each of the three 
hospitals from 5.30am. Rallies 
on Wednesday 2 Feb at 11am at 
St Barts, and on Friday 4 Feb  at 
Whipps Cross. Donations: Unity 
Trust, 20344885, 60-83-01, Ref: 
Barts Strike. Cheques payable 
to: Barts Health NHS LE/7384L. 
Details at bit.ly/barts2022

PICKET LINES at the Royal London (above) and Whipps Cross hospitals (below) Pictures: Guy smallman/Joel HirscH

HEALTH SERVICE

Tories back 
down on 
compulsory 
vaccinations
HEALTH secretary Sajid 
Javid was this week 
forced to abandon 
his requirement that 
all health workers 
be vaccinated.

Under a law passed 
in December last year, 
every NHS and care 
worker that has contact 
with patients had to 
be double jabbed by 
April—or face the sack.

That meant all staff 
would have to have 
had their first jab by 
Thursday of this week.

Health bosses warned 
last weekend that so 
many staff were going to 
be sacked that services, 
including maternity 
wards, would be unsafe.

Javid has now said 
the government is 
“reviewing” the law 
and that no health 
worker should lose their 
job over his policy.

Yet even last week he 
was defending the rule, 
insisting it was the only 
way to keep patients safe.

Health union activists 
were quick to point out 
that the Tories were 
not to be trusted.

Javid’s move was 
an attempt to deflect 
blame for Tory pandemic 
failures on to those 
who had not had the 
vaccine, they said.

They are right. It’s Tory 
policies that have cost 
thousands of lives, not 
unvaccinated health staff. 

The government has 
this week recklessly 
ended all public 
safety measures.

Meanwhile health 
workers are still having 
>>Continued on Page 19
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