
 FIGHT AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR

No to Russia’s Ukraine invasion l No military escalation by Nato

US BOMBS and missiles 
rained down on Baghdad, Iraq, 

(pictured) on 21 March 2003

OPEN BORDERS TO ALL REFUGEES 
JOIN ANTI-RACIST DEMONSTRATIONS ON 19 AND 20 MARCH
London l Glasgow l Cardiff l See standuptoracism.org.uk for details

SANCTIONS

Why ordinary 
people will pay 
the price
FOR THOSE who know 
military intervention against 
Russia can only cause 
more bloodshed, economic 
sanctions can seem like a 
better, peaceful alternative. 

But they are every bit as 
much an imperial weapon 
designed to make ordinary 
people suffer—and risk even 
further escalation
>>Pages 10&11

RUSSIA

Support the 
protests to stop 
Putin’s war
THE RUSSIAN government 
is  cracking down on 
the anti-war movement 
because it is becoming 
a serious social factor.

On Sunday protests took 
place in at least 70 cities, 
while police detained 
around 4,000 people. 

Russian socialists spoke 
to Socialist Worker.
>>Page 4

LABOUR

Left MPs and 
war—a history of 
treachery
LEFT MPS have abandoned 
Stop the War—taking their 
names off its statement 
and urging their supporters 
to avoid its protests.

It’s the latest chapter in 
a sorry history of putting 
parliament before the 
movement.
>>Pages 14&15
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‘‘‘A totally inadequate 
response... A lack of 
humanity’
French interior minister 
Gerald Darmanin blasted Britain 
after 150 Ukrainians in Calais were 
told to go back to Paris to claim 
asylum

‘We’re processing 
thousands as I 
speak to you’
Boris Johnson after home secretary 
Priti Patel’s Home Office admitted it 
had granted just 50 visas for fleeing 
Ukrainians trying to come to Britain

‘We are going to 
have to spend more 
on defence and that 
will mean tough 
choices’
Former Tory cabinet minister 
Lord Frost

‘Ukraine wants 
our full support 
to expose and 
punish the crime of 
aggression’
Former chancellor Gordon Brown 
has forgotten his own and Tony 
Blair’s crimes in Iraq

‘Any new fabric 
would have to gain 
user approval for 
shape’
Defence equipment minister 
Jeremy Quin on why 140 black 
bears must be slaughtered so the 
Queen’s Guard can have new hats

NATO MOVES
TO FLOOD 
EUROPE WITH
ARMS WILL
MEAN A 
WIDER WAR

EASTERN EUROPE 
IS AWASH  WITH 
NATO WEAPONS
THE NATO military alliance 
is increasingly using the war 
in Ukraine to extend its own 
imperialist influence and massively 
increase money for the military. 
It is flooding eastern Europe with 
troops and arms. 

Their intention is not to liberate 
the people of the region, but to 
make them their pawns. And 
they hope that ordinary people’s 
completely justified horror at 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion can be 
corralled behind their project.  

Nato battlegroups in Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia are set to almost 
double from 3,400 troops at the 
start of the year to more than 6,000 
in the near future.

Around 1,000 British troops have 
arrived in Estonia. Britain has also 
sent HMS Trent and HMS Diamond 
to conduct Nato “exercises” with 
Merlin helicopters and RAF P8 
Poseidon Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
in the eastern Mediterranean.   

The US recently deployed 5,000 
additional troops to Poland and 
Romania. French troops were 
traveling to Romania this week and 
an additional Nato battle group is 
being formed for Slovakia. It will 
include 1,500 troops.

Fighter
President Joe Biden’s officials 
are also working with the Polish 
government on a deal to provide 
Ukraine with Polish fighter jets. 

This would involve Ukraine 
receiving Russian-made warplanes 
from Poland, which would in turn 
be given F-16s by the US.

These governments receive Nato 
support because they are useful in 
holding the frontline against Russia 
and because they will follow what 
the West demands.

Nato is not a defensive alliance, 
it’s designed to push forward 
the West’s demands. And as 
part of that, Nato is massively 
ramping up military aid to the 
Ukrainian government with the 
aim of subordinating it to its global 
project.

In a statement on Wednesday 
Nato said, 
“Thousands of 
anti-tank weapons, 
hundreds of air-
defence missiles 
and thousands of 
small arms and 
ammunition stocks 
are being sent to 
Ukraine.

“Allies are also 
providing millions 
of euros worth of 
financial assistance 
and humanitarian 
aid, including 
medical supplies 
to help Ukrainian 
forces.

WEST HAS BEEN 
ARMING UKRAINE 
FOR YEARS 
A HOUSE of Commons briefing 
released last week underlines 
how the West has encouraged 
the Ukrainian government with 
accelerating supplies of weapons.

Killing technology once handed 
over without fanfare in the past can 
now be openly trumpeted.

The report notes that last 
year, “for the first time, several 
countries, including the UK, 
started supplying defensive lethal 
weaponry to Ukraine.”

In January this year the 
government confirmed that “2,000 
anti-armour missiles had been 
supplied”.

The document also details US 
military support for Ukraine. This 
switched quicker than the British to 
supplying armaments. 

“Ukraine has been a leading 
recipient of US foreign and military 
aid since the early 1990s. In the 
first decade after independence, 
Ukraine received almost $2.6 
billion (£2 billion) in aid.

“From the onset of conflict 

in 2014, the US Congressional 
Research Service estimates that the 
US provided Ukraine with more 
than $2.5 billion (£1.9 billion) in 
security assistance.” 

Donald Trump stepped up 
the shipments, encouraging the 
Ukrainian government to build its 
military strength, “In 2018, and 
again in 2019, the US provided 
Ukraine with Javelin anti-tank 
missiles. Among other things, the 
US has also provided sniper rifles, 
rocket propelled grenade launchers 
and two retired US coastguard 
patrol boats to the Ukrainian Navy.”

This turn to pouring in military 

support continued under Joe 
Biden. “On 1 March 2021, the US 
Department of Defense announced 
a further $125 million (£95 
million) military assistance package 
for Ukraine. The DoD stated that 
‘This action reaffirms the US 
commitment to providing defensive 
lethal weapons to enable Ukraine 
to more effectively defend itself 
against Russian aggression’

“A further $150 million 
(£114 million) for the Ukraine 
Security Assistance Initiative was 
announced in June 2021, followed 
by an additional $60 million (£45 
million) package for lethal and 
non-lethal equipment, including 
Javelin anti-armour missiles, in 
September 2021.”

The briefing admits that, with 
good reason, “Russia said Western 
military assistance to Ukraine 
was a provocation and accused 
the West of supporting Ukraine in 
militarising eastern Ukraine and 
dismantling the 2014 and 2015 
Minsk Agreements, which had been 
the basis for a political solution to 
the conflict there.”

But that didn’t hold back the 
supply of arms—because they were 
central to strengthening Western 
influence.

FOOD SUPPLY 
CATASTROPHE IN 
THE MAKING 
THE WAR in Ukraine poses a 
catastrophic threat to global 
food production and is set 
to have a devastating impact 
on world hunger, agricultural 
bosses have warned.  

Svein Tore Holsether is the 
CEO of chemicals giant Yara 
International, which produces 
fertiliser, described the war 
as “a catastrophe on top of a 
catastrophe”. 

Ukraine and Russia account 
for a huge quantity of basic 
crop exports. Together they 
export 29 percent of wheat, 19 

percent of corn supplies and 
80 percent of sunflower oil 
exports.

“It’s not whether we are 
moving into a global food 
crisis, it’s how large the crisis 
will be,” Holsether said. 

He warned that, a shortage 
in fertiliser meant that 
farmers would be unable to 
plant staple crops that 
the poorest parts of 
the world rely on. As 
a result, he said an 
additional 100 million 
people could be 
suffering from hunger 
in the next two years.

“One potential 
consequence is that only 
the most privileged part of 
the world population gets 

access to enough food,” he 
said. 

“A world with unstable 
food supply is a world with 
famine in parts of the world, 
increased mortality, armed 
conflict, migration, riots 
and destabalised societies 
which can further accelerate 

geopolitical tensions.”
Difficulty in producing 

and distributing 
fertilisers would 
compound increasing 

food prices, which 
already soaring to a ten 

year high. 
The longer blood 

is shed in Ukraine, the 
further the ripples of this 
devastating conflict will be 
felt across the world. 

ARMS FIRMS ARE 
ALREADY MAKING 
A KILLING
FOR THE wealthy, war means 
profits.

The price of arms shares 
rocketed after Germany announced 
an additional £82.4 of military 
spending this year. 

Raytheon Technologies has over 
the last month seen its market 
value increase almost six percent. 
The US firm makes the “Stinger” 
portable rocket-propelled missile 
launcher. 

Nato armoured vehicle supplier, 
Rheinmetall saw its market value 
jump over 30 percent. 

Britain’s leading weapons 
manufacturer, BAE Systems, hit a 
record high share price. 

Over the past month BAE 
investors saw their profits jump by 
over 26 percent. The arms company 
added almost £3 billion to its value.

Defence company Elbit Systems 
has also experienced a surge in 
share prices. 

Israel’s largest private arms 
company saw an 18 percent 
increase in shares over two days 
after the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.

Western governments are also 
increasing spending on cyber 
warfare.

Hilary Frisch, an analyst at 
ClearBridge Investments, said, 
“Anytime there is a new threat 
announced, or there’s a hack 
or ransomware attack, that’s 
effectively an advertisement for 
cybersecurity as something that 
companies and other organizations 
need to be investing in.”

Elbit systems is making a killing

US TROOPS arrive in Poland last week to
join Nato forces preparing for war

THE THINGS 
THEY SAY

CHECHNYA 
SHOWS WEST’S 
ARMS HYPOCRISY
NATO’S ARMS supplies come 
with a price—unconditional 
support for the West. Such 
supplies do not go to just any 
government facing Russian 
aggression. There was no such 
support for the Chechens when 
they were pulverised by Russia. 

Despite occasional objections 
about particularly bloody 
methods, Western governments 
publicly backed Russia’s first 
war in Chechnya between 1994 
and 1996. And they refused to 
recognise Chechnya’s claim of 
independence. This war saw up 
to 100,000 civilians killed.

It culminated in the 
destruction of Grozny, the 
Chechen capital. According to 
Russian historian and general 
Dmitri Volkogonov, the Russian 
military’s bombardment of 
the city killed around 35,000 
civilians, including 5,000 
children. 

Only during the Second 
Chechen War from 1999 to 
2000—after the West’s friend 
Boris Yeltsin was replaced as 
Russian leader—was there some 
Western condemnation of the war.

And even then there were no 
arms for the Chechens.

Indeed those who supported 
them in the West could face 
denunciation and jail for being 
“terrorists”. Then British Labour 
prime minister Tony Blair flew to 
Moscow to support Putin.

NO-FLY ZONE 
COULD LEAD TO 
NUCLEAR WAR
EMBOLDENED BY Nato backing, 
Ukraine’s president Volodymyr 
Zelensky continues to demand that 
the West imposes a no-fly zone 
over the country.

Such a move would almost 
inevitably lead to Nato forces 
shooting down Russian aircraft—
and be the opening shots of a Third 
World War between nuclear-armed 
powers.

The Ukrainian president has also 
asked Nato to bring forward the 
country’s bid to join the alliance. 

And he insists that Ukraine 
will demand promises of military 
intervention from Western 
countries even if Nato refuses 
the country membership of the 
alliance.

Such moves recklessly prepare 
future wars—on an even more 
dangerous basis.

Socialist Worker opposes the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. We 
want to see it beaten back as a 
blow against Putin’s imperialism.

The best defeat for Putin’s 
invasion force would be some 
combination of revolt by the 
Russian people, mutinies in the 
armed forces, and a movement in 
Ukraine independent of the Nato 
powers.

None of this is impossible.

Everyone must be inspired by the 
Russians who have so courageously 
opposed their own government, 
despite the immense risk of arrest, 
jail or worse. This has to be our 
model.

And in some of the areas that 
Russia has seized in Ukraine, such 
as Kherson in the south of the 
country, there are brave street 
demonstrations by hundreds or 
perhaps thousands of people.

Mass protests have great 
potential to unnerve the 
Russian troops and lay the basis 
for organisation against the 
occupation.

But the more Ukraine is 
subordinated to Nato the less free 
it will be even if the Russians are 
pushed out.

It will be a victory for the 
Western military, not the Ukrainian 
people. A spreading war will be of 
no benefit to ordinary Ukrainians.

To those who say “something 
must be done” and say Nato is the 
only answer, we say that will make 
matters worse.

And the brutal assaults by Nato 
and the wider West in Yugoslavia 
in 1999, Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Libya have created a world where 
powerful ruling classes trample on 
other countries in pursuit of their 
imperialist aims.

Putin follows in this pattern.
That’s why, while demanding the 

withdrawal of Russian troops from 
Ukraine, it’s crucial to target Nato’s 
role.

Ukraine is being flooded with arms

The US is sending ground to air missiles to Ukraine

No-fly zones could trigger a full-on war

UKRAINIANS 
SPEAK OUT
FROM A bomb shelter in Kiev, 
Oleg listens to bomb blasts.

He huddles alongside 300 
other people in the basement 
of a school while a convoy 
of tanks and soldiers rolls 
towards the capital.

“I have been in a bomb 
shelter with my family for 
five days,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “Many people no 
longer risk going upstairs as 
the air raid alarms become 
more frequent.

“Putin talks of 
‘de-Nazification’, but he 
destroys peaceful people. The 
Russian army calls this ‘point 
shooting’, but there is not 
much accuracy here, to put 
it mildly. During the rocket 
attack on the Kiev TV tower 
five people were killed.”
>>Read full article 
bit.ly/UkraineShelter
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKGive urgent 
solidarity to 
all anti-war 
activists  
in Russia 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

ARRESTED RUSSIAN anti-war 
socialists Rozalia Jamalova 
and Daria Sharkova have been 
released after a court session. 
They were fined 10,000 roubles 
(£55) each. 

Police seized them along with 
other protesters at an anti-war rally 
last  Sunday in Nizhny Novgorod 
for shouting slogans against the 
 invasion of Ukraine. 

Trade unionists, socialists, 
 campaigners and others sent 
 hundreds of solidarity messages in 
their support. This sustained and 
assisted them at a very difficult time.

Activists sent messages from 
Turkey, France, Denmark, Australia, 
Ireland, Canada, Italy, South Africa, 
the US, Britain and other countries. 

The battle continues to free all of 
the 13,600 people arrested since the 
war began on 24 February. 

This includes 5,263 people who 
were detained on Sunday in 74 cities 
according to OVD-Info project, a 
Russian human rights monitoring 
group.

People gathered on Sunday in a 
range of places in their cities in an 
effort to avoid mass arrests. 

But despite that police detained 
about 2,500 at a demonstration of 
many thousands in Moscow and 
1,000 in St Petersburg. A video 
posted on social media showed a pro-
tester on a square in the far  eastern 
city of Khabarovsk shouting, “No to 
war—how are you not ashamed?” 
before two police detained him.

Prison
The day before, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin signed a new law 
into effect that calls for sentences of 
up to 15 years in prison for people 
who distribute “false news” about 
the Russian military. It is crucial to 
stand with all those arrested and 
rush messages of solidarity. 

Rozalia Jamalova and Daria 
Sharkova are part of a global 
 movement that is saying no to 
the invasion of Ukraine but is also 
against all imperialist manoeuvres. 

The members of the Socialist 

Tendency sent a message of support 
to the  protests in London, which was 
read out to the crowds.

It read, “We, the Socialist 
Tendency in the Russian Federation, 
send our greetings to those demon-
strating in Britain against war and 
imperialism. You are our sisters, 
brothers and comrades in a global 
struggle.

Movement
“Since the invasion of Ukraine, we 
have been part of the movement 
taking to the streets to say no to the 
war and to reject the lies of our rulers. 

“Despite arrests, despite threats, 
despite the repression, we continue 
in that battle. We are sustained by all 
those who are in the same fight as us 
against their rulers and imperialism. 

“Freedom to the peoples, death 
to the empires. No war between 
 peoples, no peace between classes.

Among those who sent  solidarity 
to anti-war activists in Russia this 
week were all the members of par-
liament and councillors from the 
People Before Profit organisation In 
Ireland.

Ian Hodson, the president of the 
Bfawu union in Britain, said, “I am 
writing on behalf of the Bfawu exec-
utive and members to applaud your 
courage, strength and determination 
to call for an end to war in Ukraine.” 

 

BACK STORY
It is presently very difficult to 
communicate securely with 
Russian anti-war activists
lPlease continue to send 
messages of support for 
arrested anti-war activists 
to russiasolidarity@
socialistworker.co.uk They will 
be forwarded safely to the support 
campaign in Russia
lMessages from anti-war 
campaigns and trade unions in 
Europe and the US are particularly 
valuable

COPS ARREST a protester in St Petersburg 

‘This situation could “explode” 
among the masses in Russia’
WE ASKED the Socialist Tendency 
of the Russian Federation for the 
latest news from the anti-war 
frontline.

ARE THE anti-war 
demonstrations growing or has 
the repression limited them?
It is very important that anti-war 
activists gather every or almost 
every day in central squares in the 
largest cities of the country. It is 
unlikely that the regime’s guards 
will be able to completely quell 
the wave of protests in the coming 
days. 

But these protests have one big 
disadvantage. They are totally 
unorganised, and people who have 
gathered do not know what to do, 
where to go or how to avoid being 
caught by the security forces. 

Anti-war socialists and 
revolutionaries are fighting to 
organise the protests. 

They are introducing 
revolutionary slogans and demands 
into the protest. They are agitating 
the discontented towards not just 
stopping the war, but towards 
turning the imperialist war into a 

class war. This is very important at 
the moment.

WHAT ARE the effects of 
sanctions on ordinary people? 
Does the hardship make people 
anti-Putin or could they turn 
against the West?
For ordinary people, sanctions 
by Western countries could be 
disastrous. This situation could 
“explode” among the masses and 

raise them to class protest. But so 
far this moment has not arrived 
and the masses, for the most part, 
support the course of the regime. 

Therefore, at the moment, 
ordinary people look with more 
anger towards Europe and the US 
than towards “their” government, 
which has unleashed a full-scale 
war.

ARE THERE any signs of a 
socialist, anti-imperialist, side 
inside the demonstrations?
Socialists are trying to turn the 
anti-war struggle into a class 
struggle. 

They put up posters in the streets 
calling for rallies in certain places 
at certain times, hand out leaflets, 
hang stickers in crowded places 
and print pamphlets. 

For this, activists face a serious 
criminal offence of “calling for 
mass disorder”, so I cannot say who 
exactly is doing this. 

Revolutionary socialists are 
taking an active part in the 
protests, drawing on the theoretical 
legacy of Karl Marx and Vladimir 
Lenin. 

‘No war’—a protester in Russia

We should not rally 
around our ruling class
by THE SOCIALIST 
TENDENCY in the Russian 
Federation

THE IMPERIALIST war 
unleashed by Vladimir 
Putin is hitting the 
Marxists hard. Already 
we can see how part of 
the Ukrainian left and 
part of the Russian left 
have rallied around 
their governments.

Some people, 
who until very 
recently advocated 
class warfare, 
now call president 
Volodymyr Zelensky 
by the Cossack title 
“Batyka”—Ukrainian 
for father. Russian 
“Communists”, on 
the other hand, are 
increasingly slipping 
into even more blatant 
chauvinism.

During the First 
World War, a number 
of figures of the Second 
International of socialist 
parties fell in behind 
their ruling classes and 
pushed class struggle 
into the background.

In 1915, The 
Russian revolutionary 
Vladimir Lenin wrote 
The Defeat of One’s 
Government in the 
Imperialist War.

The only policy 
of actual, not verbal 
disruption of the “class 
truce”, of acceptance 
of the class struggle, is 
for the proletariat to 
take advantage of the 
difficulties experienced 
by its government and 

its bourgeoisie in order 
to overthrow them,” he 
wrote. 

“This, however, 
cannot be achieved or 
striven for, without 
desiring the defeat of 
one’s own government 
and without 
contributing to that 
defeat. When, before 
the war, the Italian 
Social-Democrats 
raised the question 
of a mass strike, the 
bourgeoisie replied, no 
doubt correctly from 
their own point of 
view, that this would 
be high treason, and 
that Social-Democrats 
would be dealt with as 
traitors.

“That is true, 
just as it is true that 
fraternisation in 
the trenches is high 
treason. Those who 
write against ‘high 
treason’, as Bukvoyed 
does, or against the 
‘disintegration of 
Russia’, as Semkovsky 

does, are adopting 
the bourgeois, not the 
proletarian point of 
view.

“A proletarian 
cannot deal a 
class blow at his 
government or hold 
out (in fact) a hand 
to his brother, the 
proletarian of the 
‘foreign’ country 
which is at war with 
‘our side’, without 
committing ‘high 
treason’, without 
contributing to 
the defeat, to the 
disintegration of his 
‘own’, imperialist 
‘Great’ Power.”

This is the only 
socialist point of view. 
There can be no other.

In this environment 
today it is especially 
important to keep 
a cool head and 
strengthen a common 
internationalism.
For all the Socialist 
Tendency articles go to 
bit.ly/STin2022 

 Socialists shouldn’t line up with their own rulers

Resistance builds in Ukraine
THOUSANDS of 
people across 
Ukraine are taking 
to the streets to 
demand an end to 
the bloodshed on 
their doorsteps.

Protests have 
erupted across the 
country, where 
resistance has greeted 
the tanks and guns of 
Russian forces.

In Kherson in 
southern Ukraine 
some 2,000 
people faced up to 
Russian troops and 
demonstrated in 
Liberty Square in 
the city centre last 
weekend.

They defied threats 
from the Russian 
military, who fired 
into the air in an 
attempt to disperse 
the crowd. Residents 
waved flags and 

chanted, “Kherson 
is Ukraine” and 
“Russians go home”.

Igor Kolykhaev, 
mayor of Kherson 
said that more than 
300 people died 
when the Russian 
military invaded the 
city, many of who are 
now buried in mass 
graves.

In Berdyansk in 
the east of Ukraine, 
crowds of residents 
shouted “go home” 
and sang the national 
anthem as they 
surrounded Russian 
military vehicles.

And in the city of 
Melitopol hundreds 
of people marched 
through the streets 
to defy the Russian 
invasion. 

As shots rang out 
in the background, 
protesters chanted, 

“Freedom to 
Ukraine” and “Go 
home while you’re 
still alive”. Protesters 
marched towards 
Russian troops and 
threw themselves on 
the ground to block 
the path of military 
vehicles.

Thousands of 
people in the city 
of Enerhodar built 
a blockade in an 
attempt to stop 
Russian forces from 
seizing control of the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
power plant.

They built a 
blockade of lorries, 
tyres and sandbags to 
try to stop tanks from 
entering the city.

The hope of 
mass resistance 
separate from Nato’s 
manoeuvres is an 
inspiration.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

YET MORE  ARMS TO UKRAINE 
WILL PUSH US TO DISASTER  

 W
EAPONRY is pouring 
into Europe at 
breakneck speed as 
the US and its allies 
have opened the 

floodgates to arm Ukraine.
It took just a matter of days for 

the US to complete its largest ever 
transfer of weapons to another 
country.

A constant flow of British and 
US cargo planes shuttle between 
European airbases and Poland and 
Romania, bristling with anti-tank 
missiles, rocket launchers, guns 
and ammunition.

Once there, they are 
transferred to Ukraine by road. 
This is the drive to disaster.

By Friday of last week, the 
US had already delivered some 
70 percent of the £266 million 
weapons package to Ukraine.

Britain won’t say exactly what 
it is sending to Ukraine. But we 
know it sent 2,000 anti-armour 
missiles to Ukraine just before the 
war started.

Germany, Finland, Sweden, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, Canada, the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia have 
all pledged thousands of arms.

Britain takes special pride in 
speeding it all along. 

Western governments hope 

all this will be enough to prop up 
Ukraine without having to give in to 
calls for a “no-fly zone”. They know 
that this—patrolling the sky above 
Ukraine—would almost certainly 
mean a direct fight between the 
nuclear armed US and Russia.

That’s why Nato, the US’s military 
alliance, rejected the idea last week. 
But the calls for one continue.

Ukrainian president Volodymyr 
Zelensky was set to speak to the 
British parliament as Socialist 
Worker went to press to plead 
for one. The pressure on British 
politicians to give in was sure to 
increase immediately after.

But the frightening truth is that, 
even without a no-fly zone, war 
could happen. 

Russia warned that any country 
sending arms into Ukraine “will be 

responsible for any consequences 
of such actions.” 

Nato soldiers are assembling in 
eastern European countries. US 
general Christopher Cavoli said 
the “combat readiness” of Nato’s 
soldiers is “remarkable”.

All this points to the fact that 
the war is about much more than 
Ukraine. It’s a clash between two 
powers for dominance in eastern 
Europe.

Russia’s assaults on Ukraine 
is appalling. All socialists must 
actively oppose it. But the Western 
build up of arms to Ukraine began 
years before the war. It comes on 
the understanding that Ukraine 
will submit to the will of the US.

That’s why backing one side of 
the imperial clash—Nato—and 
calling for more military support is 
no solution. That only increases the 
chances of a bigger war in Europe.

The alternative is with ordinary 
people on the streets against war. 
That includes those in Russia 
protesting against Putin, and those in 
Ukraine standing in front of tanks.

And it includes everyone in 
Britain—horrified at Russia’s 
invasion, but terrified of 
escalation—that knows sending 
more weapons means pouring fuel 
on the inferno.

WAR BOOSTS FOSSIL FUELS
 THE WAR in Ukraine has seen 

massive rises in the price 
of oil and gas. And ordinary 

people will be forced to pay the 
price. 

That means prices will go even 
higher and push more people into 
poverty.

But the Tories have a plan—
dump climate promises. The Daily 
Mail newspaper celebrated this 
week, “At last, Boris Johnson 
ditches green dogma on energy.”

Johnson told a press conference 
on Monday, “It is completely the 

right thing to do to move away 
from dependence on Russia. 

“One of the things we are 
looking at is the possibility of using 
more of our own hydrocarbons. We 
need to increase our self-reliance.” 

That’s a thinly-veiled recipe for 
boosting North Sea oil and gas, as 
well as nuclear power.

This would overturn all 
statements made at the Cop26 
climate conference less than six 
months ago. The answer to rising 
fuel bills is not to unleash even 
more climate disasters. It’s to take 

back the whole industry from 
the fat cats, stop them siphoning 
off massive profits and eliminate 
the payouts to executives and 
shareholders.

Dumping the climate is 
happening across the globe. 
Executives at some of the world’s 
biggest oil and gas companies said 
this week they are ramping up 
crude production as president 
Joe Biden and Congress were 
expected to ban imports of oil.

We need to fight war, poverty 
and climate destruction together.

Sending more 
weapons means 
pouring fuel on 
the inferno

‘‘ 
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For updates and analysis on the stories that matter 
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struggles the mainstream won’t report. It 
helps you find socialist meetings, protests 
and strikes—and the Marxist ideas and 
activism to change the world. 

NEWS & COMMENT 4 5
Socialist Worker  9 March 2022



Fukuyama still doesn’t 
understand history
“THE END of history will be a very sad time. 

“The struggle for recognition, the willingness to risk one’s 
life for a purely abstract goal, the worldwide ideological 
struggle that called forth daring, courage, imagination, 
and idealism, will be replaced by economic calculation, 
the endless solving of technical problems, environmental 
concerns, and the satisfaction of sophisticated consumer 
demands.”

So wrote Francis Fukuyama in his famous essay, “The End 
of History”. 

It was published in 1989, just before the Berlin Wall fell, 
announcing the collapse of the Stalinist regimes. 

“What we are witnessing,” argued Fukuyama, was “the 
end of history as such—that is, the end point of mankind’s 
ideological evolution and the universalisation of western 
liberal democracy as the final form of human government.” 

Well, it doesn’t exactly feel as liberal capitalism has 
triumphed definitively. And life has been hardly boring 
recently—indeed, after Vladimir Putin’s nuclear alert, it may 
be getting a bit too interesting. So Fukuyama has a lot of 
explaining to do. 

His latest attempt is a long essay in the Financial Times 
newspaper last week. Denouncing Putin is easy enough. But 
why are the liberal states, headed by the US, so much on 
the back foot? After all, in the two decades after 1989 they 
dominated the globe.

Fukuyama has some fairly feeble stuff complaining that 
“the anti-liberal right and left join hands in their distrust of 
science and expertise”. His main example from the left is the 
critical historian Michel Foucault. But what Fukuyama writes 
about Foucault suggests he hasn’t read a word of him. 

Nevertheless, there is a more interesting theme running 
through the essay, which is that the liberal capitalist societies 
have undermined themselves. This is stated most clearly in 
an earlier article in the Financial Times in November 2016, 
where Fukuyama was trying to explain Donald Trump’s 
election as US president.

The benefits of the “liberal world order,” “did not filter 
down to the whole population. The working classes in the 
developed world saw their jobs disappear as companies 
outsourced and squeezed efficiencies in response to a 
ruthlessly competitive global market. This long-term story 
was hugely exacerbated by the US subprime crisis of 2008, 
and the euro crisis that hit Europe a couple of years later.

“In both cases, systems designed by elites…collapsed 
dramatically in the face of external shocks. The costs of these 
failures were again much more heavily borne by ordinary 
workers than by the elites themselves. Ever since, the real 
question should not have been why populism has emerged in 
2016, but why it took so long to become manifest.”

In the latest essay Fukuyama even manages explicitly to 
criticise neoliberalism for pushing economic liberalism “to 
unsustainable extremes”. He doesn’t mention the other main 
way that the “liberal world order” undermined itself, which 
is the disastrous wars launched by George Bush and Tony 
Blair in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Campaign
Maybe, as the political economist Will Davies pointed out, 
this is because Fukuyama backed the neoconservative 
Project for the New American Century’s campaign for the US 
to go to war with Iraq.

And he doesn’t fully confront one of the main paradoxes 
of the growing polarisation of world politics. China and 
Russia are the two great autocracies that liberals such as 
Fukuyama love condemning. 

They have both rebuilt their power through participating 
in the Western-dominated global market as exporters of, 
respectively, manufactured goods and energy to the US and 
Europe. The Russian oligarchs that everyone wants to lynch 
now, with their Mayfair mansions and kids at British public 
schools, are part of global capitalism, not alien outsiders.

Fukuyama originally claimed to be a follower of the great 
German philosopher Hegel. But he never got Hegel’s central 
idea that what drives history are the contradictions internal 
to society. 

What we’re seeing now are the internal contradictions 
of neoliberal imperialism playing out, not a simple struggle 
between democracy and autocracy.

AROUND 5,000 people marched through central London against war in Ukraine last weekend

Protesters across Britain 
march against war and Nato
AROUND 5,000  people 
m a r c h e d  i n  L o n d o n 
against the war in Ukraine 
on Sunday. The protest, 
organised by the Stop The 
War Coalition as part of a 
global day of action, sent 
the message—Russian 
troops out, no to Nato 
escalation. 

Marchers chanted, “What 
do we want? Russian troops 
out now,” and, “No to war, no 
to Nato.” 

In London, student Diana 
told Socialist Worker she is 
terrified for her relatives in 
Ukraine. “I’m worried all the 
time at the moment,” she 
said. “When I get to talk to my 
family in Ukraine,  sometimes 
when we’re on the line to 
them, they hear sirens and 
they have to run and hide.” 

Sarah said that she believed 
the conflict was all about 
“greed”. “This war is about 
rich people competing with 
other rich people and, in the 
process, killing poor people,” 
she said. 

Spectre
“Growing up in the 1980s 
under the spectre of nuclear 
war, I thought we were past 
it. But now, once again, those 
in power talk about mutually 
assured destruction. People’s 
fingers are on those buttons 
again. It’s terrifying.” 

The war in Ukraine stems 
from an inter-imperialist 
rivalry between the West 
and Russia. The US and Nato 
see the Ukraine war as an 

opportunity to extend their 
own imperial influence and 
escalation—such as a “no-fly 
zone”—offers no solution. 

Protesters gathered outside 
the BBC in Portland Place and 
then marched through the 
streets to Trafalgar Square.  

Many marchers demanded 
refugees should be welcome 
in Britain. Amanda told 
Socialist Worker that Boris 
Johnson and home secretary 
Priti Patel are lying about not 
being able to accept any more 
refugees. 

“Whether refugees are from 
Ukraine or Yemen, borders 

should be open for all,” she 
said. The protest came after 
Labour left MPs capitulated 
over opposition to Nato in the 
face of Keir Starmer’s attacks. 

Not a single Labour left MP 
spoke at the rally in London. 

Meanwhi le ,  ant i -war 
 protesters in Russia continue 
to take to the streets in the 
face of police brutality and 
imprisonment.

At the rally in Trafalgar 
Square, speakers included 
former Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn, NEU union executive 
member Alex Kenny, Kate 
Hudson from the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament and 
socialist writer Tariq Ali.

Pressure 
But there were no general 
secretaries from the major 
unions. 

Socialists in the unions 
need to build pressure on 
union leaders to oppose the 
war—against the Russian 
invasion and Nato escalation. 

Lindsey German, convenor 
of the Stop the War Coalition, 
told the crowd, “The war 
didn’t begin here. It is the 
product of the invasions of 
the past. 

“There have to be peace 
talks now. Stop The War 
opposes all wars—and we are 
against Nato intervention, we 
must say that.” 

Socialists should demand 
Russia withdraws its troops 
immediately—and unequiv-
ocally stand against US and 
Nato escalation.

Thousands take to streets
SOME 40 anti-war 
protests, supported 
by the Stop the 
War Coalition, took 
place across Britain 
last Sunday.

About 350 people 
joined the protest in 
Glasgow. Speakers from 
a range of campaigns 
expressed solidarity and 
refugee rights activist 
Pinar Aksu urged 
everyone to join the 
anti-racist march on 
19 March.

Around 300 were on 
the march in 
Manchester, 200 in 
Sheffield, 250 in 
Aberdeen, over 500 in 
Leeds and 120 in 

Canterbury. Rob 
Johnston reports there 
were 150 in Cardiff and 
“People called for an 
immediate end to 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion 
and were critical of 
Nato’s actions 
worsening the situation”.

There were 250 on a 
march in Liverpool, 100 
in Swansea and 150 in 
Dumfries.

Up to 100 joined the 
Stop the War rally in 
York. Julie Forgan 
reports, “There was a 
clear determination 
both to oppose the war 
and the warmongering 
of Boris Johnson and 
Keir Starmer.” 

Piling pressure on government

ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
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Tories ramp 
up hostility 
to Ukrainian 
refugees
Priti Patel claims she’s ready to 
accept refugees, but the truth is very 
different, writes Sam Ord

SOME 1.5 million people were 
estimated to have fled Ukraine 
in just ten days last week.

The Tory government is using the 
new wave of refugees as an oppor-
tunity to slam the door shut in the 
face of people in the most desperate 
circumstances. 

Home secretary Priti Patel 
claimed to be “doing everything 
possible” to process Ukranian ref-
ugees. Yet just 50 visas had been 
handed out by Monday morning. 

It’s not as if the demand isn’t 
there—some 5,535 applications had 
been submitted.

Patel ’s inaction is echoed 
throughout the cabinet. Boris 
Johnson squashed speculation that 
Britain might imminently open a 
new route for Ukrainian refugees 
to enter the country.

He insisted there could not be 
a system “where people can come 
into the UK without any checks or 
any controls at all”.

Dominic Raab, deputy prime min-
ister, made a disgraceful attempt to 
whip up anti-refugee sentiment. 

He said the Tory government was 
not going to “just open the door” 
because it would hurt “genuine 
refugees”.

These latest manoeuvres come 
as British and French governments 
battle over who is to take respon-
sibility for refugees attempting to 
cross the Channel.

So Gerald Darmanin, the French 
interior minister criticised the 
British government for its “lack of 
humanity”. 

Policing
But Dermanin’s warnings aren’t 
borne out of a genuine fear refugees. 
He wants Britain to take responsibil-
ity for policing the border. 

It’s not just on Britain’s shores 
where refugees are being met with 
racist resistance. 

Israeli interior minister Ayelet 
Shaked said that over 90 percent of 
Ukrainians reaching Israel’s borders 
are not Jewish and therefore con-
tinued immigration “cannot go on”.

And African refugees in Ukraine 

are being blocked at the border 
while trying to reach safety.

One man, Osarumen, said he, his 
family and other refugees were told 
to get off a bus about to cross the 
border. He was told, “No blacks” 
and despite challenging this, mili-
tary officers ejected them from the 
vehicle.

Black refugees who have man-
aged to flee now face peril when 
seeking visas and rights to remain in 
European Union states. Many face 
the risk of being sent back to the 
country they initially fled.

The slogan “refugees welcome” 
has to mean all refugees— regardless 
of race, religion or nationality. The 
borders must be opened to give 
people the safety they desperately 
need.

The peril facing ordinary people, 
and the racist pushback from 
 leaders the world over, underline 
the importance of building a com-
bative anti-racist movement. 

Mass protests form part of this 
fight, and anti-racists will be taking 
part in the Stand Up To Racism mobi-
lisations in London and Glasgow on 
19 March and in Cardiff the follow-
ing day. 

Anti-war activists, students, work-
ers, socialists and trade unionists 
should join them.
Join the Stand Up To Racism protests 
in London, Glasgow and Cardiff. For 
details go to bit.ly/SUTR2022

BACK STORY
The Tories’ racist regime has 
blood on its hands
lThe Tories consistently whip up 
a sense of  frenzy over refugees
lThis atmosphere deflects from 
the crisis of the Boris Johnson 
government
lRefugees are forced to take 
more and more dangerous routes 
as the Tories tighten borders
lAnd the Nationality and 
Borders bill, now going through 
parliament, means more attacks 
on refugees

THE EUROPEAN Union doubled its troops in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

European Union leaders use war to 
extend military influence in region
THE LEADERS of the European 
Union (EU) are determined not to 
allow the crisis in Ukraine to go to 
waste.

As fear of Russian influence 
spread among state leaders 
in eastern Europe, the talk in 
France and Germany has been of 
enlargement—and an EU military 
force.

Georgia, which sits on the Black 
Sea to the south of Russia, and 
Moldova, which is west of Ukraine, 
last week submitted applications to 
join the bloc. 

They joined Ukrainian president 
Volodymyr Zelensky’s plea for 
rapid entry at the European 
parliament last week.

Adopted
Even Switzerland, once famed for 
its “neutrality”, is in the union’s 
sights. The country has adopted 
some EU sanctions against Russia, 
and there are growing signs that it 
will join up fully.

The prospect of greater access to 
raw materials and markets in the 
east excites the leaders of the big 
industrial powers of central Europe 
in particular.

But protecting those 
assets, if they become 

part of the union, is also a serious 
priority. Until now, most EU states 
in eastern Europe looked to the 
US and Nato for their military 
security, and were against plans 
for a European military force.

But the war in Ukraine has 
pushed them into a closer 
alignment with the EU’s major 
powers.

French president Emmanuel 
Macron, who has for many years 
been dreaming of a “true European 
army”, now finds an echo in 
Poland, for example.

In return, Europe’s most 
powerful leaders in Paris and 
Berlin have indicated they are 
prepared to paper over disputes 
with Poland and Hungary over 
their reactionary policies that have 
a habit of embarrassing European 
liberalism.

For the first time last week, the 
EU announced it would purchase 
and deliver weapons in its own 
right. And, without much fanfare, 
the bloc previously announced that 
it would almost double the number 
of Eufor troops in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

They are there as part of a 
United Nation 
mission. 

Tensions are rising in the Balkans 
because the EU describes Serbia as 
a Russian ally to be contained.

Officially, Eufor says, “there 
is currently no threat to the safe 
and secure environment” in 
Bosnia. But it also claims that 
the “deterioration of the security 
situation internationally has the 
potential to spread instability to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.”

As Ukraine burns, we are 
already seeing the new shape of 
the European Union.

Expansionist empire building, 
rising budgets for new military 
forces and more emboldened 
“interventionist” politicians will 
help ensure the cycle of conflict 
has many more years to run.
Yuri Prasad

A sign of things to come?
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Israeli bombs 
kill civilians 
in airstrike  
on Syria 
Without headlines or denunciation, 
Israeli bombs in Syria as part of a low 
level war directed against its regional 
rival Iran, reports Nick Clark
ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES in Syria 
killed two civilians on Monday 
morning, the Syrian regime has 
claimed.

The attack near the Syrian 
capital Damascus is the latest of 
hundreds of airstrikes Israel has 
launched in Syria since 2011.

Israeli jets launched missiles at 
a weapon and ammunition depot 
south of Damascus after invad-
ing the airspace of neighbouring 
Lebanon.

It is at least the seventh Israeli 
attack on Syria this year. 

It comes after Israel bombed 
Syria at least four times last month, 
according to the British based 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights.

One Israeli airstrike on 24 
February killed a further six 
people—said to be pro-government 
fighters and soldiers. 

It followed an Israeli raid on a 
Syrian town that same month near 
the Golan Heights, which Israel has 
occupied since 1967.

Hundreds
Israel never admits to individual 
airstrikes—but boasts it has struck 
Syria hundreds of times since the 
civil war began there in 2011.

It struck Syria roughly 30 times 
last year, killing 130 people includ-
ing five civilians, according to the 
Observatory.

It is part of a long-running, low 
level war against its regional rival 
Iran, which threatens the West’s 
dominance in the Middle East.

Iran intervened in the Syrian 
civil war on behalf of dictator 
Bashar al-Assad, helping it to 
extend its power and influence 
across the Middle East.

Iranian soldiers and Iranian-
backed fighters now have a 
 foothold across the south of Syria.

These have helped to make Iran 
a challenge to the US, which has 
fought its wars to try and keep its 
dominance in the Middle East.

Israel says the Iranian forces in 
Syria, close to the border, pose a 
threat to its security. But it is also 

fighting to stop Iran from becoming 
an even bigger challenge to the US 
and the West in the Middle East.

Israel’s role in the Middle 
East has always been to fight on 
behalf of the West when the US  
would rather not get directly 
involved.

The latest airstrike comes as 
Israel is trying to position itself as 
a neutral mediator between Russia 
and Ukraine. Israeli prime minister 
Naftali Bennett flew to Russia’s cap-
ital Moscow for talks on Sunday. 

Unlike the rest of Western 
governments, Bennett has held 
back from directly condemning  
Russia. But that’s not because 
Israel has broken from the West or 
is a force for peace. 

It’s because it wants Russia to 
continue allowing Israeli airstrikes 
in Syria. And it may also be useful 
for the US to have a route to Putin.

Bennett is coordinating his 
efforts in the crisis with the United 
States, France and Germany, an 
Israeli official said.

So now Israel’s government 
pretends to act as a peace broker 
in Ukraine so it can continue its 
steady stream of death in Syria.

AN ISRAELI bomb hits Damascus in 2018

BACK STORY
Israel snatched the Golan 
Heights from Syria during the 
Six Day War of 1967 and has 
held the area by force since.
lIsrael has relentlessly bombed 
Syria since the civil war began in 
2011.
lIsrael does this to continue its 
war against Iran which backs the 
Bashar al-Assad regime that’s 
also backed by Russia.
lSince 2011 hundred of bombs 
have been dropped by Israel  
and last year these killed at  least 
130 people.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Food crisis grows in Yemen
THE WAR in Ukraine 
could make the food 
crisis in Yemen even 
worse, the World 
Food Programme 
warned last week.

Ordinary people in 
Yemen have rushed 
to buy sacks of flour, 
as the war could 
cut off supplies of 
wheat from Ukraine 
and Russia.

One wholesaler 
in Yemen’s capital 

Sanaa, Mohammed 
al-Nimri said, “People 
are now rushing to 
purchase, people are 
on alert, anticipating 
a crisis. They are 
taking ten, 20 sacks.”

The World Food 
Programme has 
warned repeatedly 
that Yemen is 
already on the 
brink of famine. 

The West’s allies 
Saudi Arabia and the 

United Arab Emirates 
have waged a seven-
year war on Yemen. 

It includes a 
blockade that has 
kept food, fuel and 
medicine from 
ordinary people

Yet despite the 
crisis, Britain slashed 
aid funding to 
Yemen last year—
while continuing 
to sell arms to its 
aly Saudi Arabia.

FIGURE IT OUT
 24   million Yemenis are 

food insecure

 16  million people are 
on the brink of 
famine triggered 
by the conflict and 
economic decline

 1.2  pregnant or 
breastfeeding women 
and 2.3 million 
children under 5 
require treatment for 
acute malnutrition

Police shoot at pay strikers in Haiti
THE POLICE have shot and 
injured striking workers in 
Haiti. At least three workers 
were injured in the attack, and a 
photojournalist was killed. 

The violence comes after 
angry protests and strikes by 
mostly garment workers were 
met with police brutality at the 
end of February.

Workers are demanding wage 
increases matching inflation. 

From 2019 garment workers 
faced a minimum wage of just 
£3.66 a day. But, with the price 
of food and other consumer 
goods rising, workers are 

fighting back. They have forced 
the government to make some 
concessions. 

Protest in the last month has 
forced the government to raise 
the minimum wage, but workers 
say it’s too low.  

Madame Boukman—Justice 4 
Haiti wrote on Twitter, “Haiti’s 
minimum wage is the lowest in 
the region due to years of violent 
suppression by external and 
internal forces.

“The masses are taking it into 
their own hands to set a path to 
a living wage.”
Sophie Squire A Haitian garment worker on strike
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It’s right to fight the Silvertown Tunnel
IN CONSTRUCTING the 
Silvertown Tunnel, London 
Mayor Sadiq Khan and Boris 
Johnson are protecting 
investments and profits. 

They are ignoring 
children’s health in the 
borough of Newham—and 
50 percent of them live in 
poverty.  

The tunnel project is an 
attack on working class 
people. And for some it 
could spell disaster. 

Toxic air kills 100 people 
in Newham every year and 
airborne particulate matter 
Pm2.5 is 35 percent above 
heathy limits. 

Most Newham residents 
do not own a car, yet the 
huge road project will 
increase heavy goods 
vehicles, traffic and air 
pollution.

This will impact the 

health and quality of life for 
those living locally.  

Children are severely 
affected by poor air. 
Children in Newham have 
stunted lung growth with a 
10 percent lower lung 
capacity than other areas. 

Parents and children 
from schools near the 
entrance of the tunnel are 
furious at the disdain for 
their health. 

The protest last weekend 
(Socialist Worker, 2 March) 
has to be a launchpad for 
more revolt.

Josh Largent
East London
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Oppose Putin 
and West too
THE SUPERPOWERS of 
the West are determined 
to stop Vladimir Putin 
and now both are 
squaring up to each 
other. 

They know war is a 
calculated risk but, if 
it comes, will have no 
option but go all out to 
win.  

Arguments about who 
is worse are pointless. 
To our governments 
we are bullet fodder. To 
Putin and his cronies we 
are “the enemy”. 

The only hope we 
have to avert war is 
to march in solidarity 
with our working class 
brothers and sisters in 
Moscow and Berlin to 
demand peace. 

If our ruling class do 
not give us peace, we 
should get rid of them.

Barbara Hennessy
Wigan

Some demos 
are now OK 
IT’S GREAT to see 
Socialist Worker’s 
coverage of the anti-war 
movement in Russia. 

It’s definitely one of 
the most heartening 
things I’ve seen for a 
long time.

I notice the Tories 
and the press are also 
now allegedly in favour 
of illegal and raucous 
demonstrations—so 
long as they are in 
Moscow.

Thank goodness 
Vladimir Putin doesn’t 
have home secretary 
Priti Patel’s police bill 
where he could jail 
people for such actions.  

John Clarke
Norwich

Back the 
Tube strikers
I HAVE used the London 
Underground for over 
20 years while travelling 
to work. 

I trust the strikers 
much more than I do 
management to look out 
for passengers’ safety.

Jane Villiers
 On Facebook

Corbyn right 
on the war
JEREMY CORBYN can 
now give up any hope of 
returning as a Labour 
MP after he spoke at a 
Stop the War rally. 

He didn’t rat, like 
those on the Labour 
so-called left. 

I admire him more 
than ever. 

Furkan Sharif
 On Facebook

Just a 
thought...Pandemic 

is sure bet 
for bosses
THE GAMBLING industry, 
which wrecks so many 
people’s lives, is another 
one of those that has 
profited during the 
pandemic. 

Accounts revealed last 
week showed that Bet365 
made a profit of around 
£470 million before tax in 
the year to the end of 
March 2021

It faced an obstacle in 
that lots of sports events 
were cancelled because of 
Covid. But, exploding the 
myth that people are betting 
on “games they love” or 
have some knowledge of, 
other sources filled the gap.

People spent their money 
on virtual sports, slot 
machines and casino 
products. 

Gaming products such as 
these are associated with 
significantly higher rates of 
gambling addiction than 
sports betting.

Who won? Bet365 boss 
Denise Coates was paid just 
under £300 million in 
salary and dividends for the 
first year of the pandemic.

Incredibly that gross sum 
is £170 million less than 
she pocketed for heading 
the company a year earlier. 
But it takes her pay and 
dividends over the past five 
years above £1.3 billion.

Around 350,000 people 
are thought to be problem 
gamblers in Britain. They 
are disproportionately likely 
to be unemployed than in 
work, studying or retired.

They are more likely to 
be from a black or other 
minority ethnic background 
than from a white or Asian 
background.

They are hit while the 
gambling bosses are on a 
sure bet to riches.

Margaret Jeffers
West London

Ukraine, refugees and 
the Tories’ propaganda 
I WONDER how the Tories 
and their media allies will 
deal with the long term 
fallout from the issue of 
Ukrainian refugees.

They have been forced to  
say they will admit up to 
200,000 people after an 
outcry about their initial 
very narrow scheme.

Yet just a few months 
ago we were told that 
30,000 desperate people a 
year coming in boats across 
the Channel was an 
intolerable burden.

I am delighted that they 

have been forced to at least 
make partial retreat.

But I know it will come 
with racist propaganda that 
the Ukrainians are from a 
white, Christian and 
“civilised” culture. This will 
be said to be different from 
refugees fleeing from Syria 
or Iran or Ethiopia. 

Welcome all Ukrainian 
refugees. Demand more are 
let in. But fight the racism 
that sees them as a special 
case.

Catherine Ducali
Birmingham

Climate report poses choice 
of socialism or extinction
THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL Panel 
on Climate Change’s (IPCC) latest 
report brings home the stark 
reality of the climate crisis.

Even those who have seen 
successive IPCC reports sounding 
louder and louder alarms will be 
shocked at some of the conclusions. 

Climate change has already 
“reduced food and water security”. 

This has increased the 
emergence of diseases in humans 
and animals, including zoonosis—
the way that diseases such as Covid 
can jump from animals to humans. 

Heatwaves are both more 
common and more intensive 
especially in cities, and have 
“aggravated air pollution” and 
“limited functioning of key 
infrastructure”. 

Between 3.3 and 3.6 billion 

people are estimated to live in 
“contexts that are highly vulnerable 
to climate change”. 

It is worth dwelling on that 
figure. The IPCC states with “high 
confidence” that almost half the 
world’s population is highly 
vulnerable. 

It adds that a billion people are 
at risk in coastal areas.

But by breaking down the 
impacts by region, the IPCC 
demonstrates that the poorest 
areas of the world are most 
affected. 

Vulnerability to climate change 
“is higher in locations with poverty, 
government challenges and limited 
access to basic services and 
resources”. 

Between 2010 and 2020, these 
areas saw a 15-fold increase in 

deaths, when compared to areas of 
low vulnerability. 

Vulnerability worsened was by 
injustices “linked to gender, 
ethnicity, low income or 
combinations thereof”.

It would be easy to respond with 
despair. Instead, we must reply 
with anger. 

While the IPCC report isn’t 
explicitly “political”, it 
demonstrates that capitalism both 
drives climate change and makes 
the impacts worse.

What we should take from the 
IPCC report is that without a 
revolutionary challenge to 
capitalism—humanity will burn 
from global warming, or in the fires 
of nuclear war.

Martin Empson
Manchester
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Protesting last weekend



People queuing to 
withdraw their savings 
from a Russian 
state‑owned bank 
(top). If the rouble 
collapse this scene 
would turn into a 
frenzied scramble  
The Russian rich may 
suffer from a shortage 
of luxury goods, but 
they won’t notice food 
price rises (above)

How the world’s poorest will suffer now
SANCTIONS PRIMARILY target 
ordinary people in Russia, but they 
will impact on people all over the 
world too.

Commodity prices, including for 
raw materials and foods, shot up on 
global financial markets this week in 
response to the clampdown on the 
Russian economy.

The GSCI index of such goods 
jumped by 18 percent and is on track 
for its sharpest rise since 1970.

And fuel prices have seen some 
of the biggest hikes. That means 
household bills everywhere will rise 
still further and inflation will eat 

away an even bigger portion of our 
wages.

Russia is a leading supplier of oil, 
gas and coal. Western sanctions were 
designed to allow trade in Russian 
fuel so Europe’s gas supply would be 
less affected. 

Expectation
But now many traders are 
“self‑sanctioning” and avoiding 
Russian fuel in the expectation that 
it could become difficult to sell on. 

That is causing the price of fuel 
extracted from other countries to 
rocket upwards.

Sanctions are forcing the price of 
food up too.

Wheat prices have risen by almost 
40 percent this month, with Russia 
and Ukraine accounting for almost a 
third of global wheat exports. 

Countries in the Middle East, 
North Africa and Asia will be gravely 
affected—and the poor that rely on 
staple foods will undoubtedly be the 
hardest hit.

“The last time we ran out of 
wheat we had the Arab spring. When 
people don’t get their bread they 
get very angry,” said the head of one 
major investment firm.

The difference between their sanctions and ours
ECONOMIC SANCTIONS have long 
been an imperialist weapon of choice.

The United Nations Security Council 
imposed a near total financial and 
trade embargo on Iraq in 1990 after its 
invasion of Kuwait. Council members 
insisted on the sanctions continuing for 
years after the invasion until the fall of 
Saddam Hussein in 2003.

In that time Iraq was economically 
devastated. Malnutrition and disease 
spread in what had been among the 
most advanced countries in the Middle 
East.

Denis Halliday, the United Nations 
humanitarian coordinator in Baghdad, 
resigned in 1998 after a 34-year 
career. “I don’t want to administer a 
programme that satisfies the definition 
of genocide,” he said.

The West is happy to dish out 
sanctions against any regime that 
offends it, including Iran and 

Venezuela. But it refuses to support 
such measures when the regimes in 
question are their allies.

In the 1980s black South Africans 
under the yoke of apartheid demanded 
action from the world to bring down 
white minority rule.

Apartheid violated international 
law and yet international trade with 
the country allowed the economy to 
continue, they said. Western banks and 
mining firms were among those that 
prospered from oppression.

Damaging
Black South Africans understood 
well that by damaging the economy, 
sanctions would hit at them too. But 
they decided it was a necessary price.

But world leaders, including Ronald 
Reagan in the US and Margaret 
Thatcher in Britain, refused to take 
action that would limit profits. 

Thatcher said sanctions were a crime 
against free trade.

When the left argues in favour 
of sanctions, as it does against the 
apartheid regime in Israel, it starts 
from the demands of oppressed people. 
It tries to place them in the context of a 
world divided by rival powers.

When liberals and the West demand 
sanctions they start from the needs of 
imperialism.

The sanctions they impose on Russia 
for its invasion of Ukraine are not 
designed to help ordinary people in the 
region. Why, after all, would you impose 
sanctions that hit ordinary Russians that 
are demonstrating a growing contempt 
for Vladimir Putin and his war?

The move is instead designed to 
demonstrate Western power. It’s a 
message to the world that says, if you 
dare to defy the US you will be met 
with the fate of Russia.

What about 
workers’ 
sanctions?

WHAT attitude 
should socialists take 
towards sanctions 
imposed by workers 
against Russian 
goods and services?

That question 
is raised sharply 
by dock workers in 
Britain that last week 
refused to unload 
Russian cargo ships.

There are many 
good reasons why 
workers should 
refuse to aid the 
Russian state 
economically when 
it is busy turning 
Ukraine into a burnt 
out wasteland.

Xenophobia
But there is a danger 
that anger against 
Russian imperialism 
can be turned into 
plain anti‑Russian 
xenophobia.

The closing down 
of a production 
of Swan Lake 
(pictured above) last 
week because the 
company has the 
word “Russian” in its 
name, for example, is 
nothing but prejudice.

So too are attempts 
to block performances 
of music by 19th and 
20th century Russian 
composers and the 
study of classical 
Russian literature.

Ordinary people 
in Russia are not the 
enemy—the bosses 
and politicians are. 
Confusing the two 
will only undermine 
resistance to 
president Putin’s war.
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COMMENT‘‘ ’’
Thick as thieves—how London 

has lured the oligarchs  
Russia’s elite got rich off 
privatised property—so 
it’s only natural British 
politicians want a share 
of the spoils, writes 
Simon Basketter

ROBBER BARONS or “oligarchs” as 
they are known, became notorious 
as Communism collapsed in Russia 
and eastern Europe at the end of the 
last century. 

The post-Soviet period saw the 
seizure assets and the creation 
of what in Russian is known as 
obshchak—the “shared treasure” 
used by a criminal gang.

The oligarchs grew rich on 
obshchak, but the sharing group was 
very small. 

The thin lines between the state—
notably the security services—profits 
and criminality were blurred. The 
state assets of Russia were stolen 
and sold off in scams. 

So for bailing out then Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin, oligarchs 
were allowed to buy huge natural 
resource companies at rock-bottom 
prices in rigged privatisation 
auctions. 

These were accompanied by a 
wave of intimidation and murder. 

Convicted
It was only in cases where an 
oligarch had fallen out of favour that 
they were convicted of any offence 
or fled abroad. 

Political figures acted as a krysha—
protection, literally “roof”—for those 
lower down the chain whose job it is 
to send money upwards 

Putin came to power in 1999 with 
the support of oligarchs, promising 
stability and increased Russian 
influence.

He relied on force and fraud to do 
it, and he has done so since. 

The oligarchs are a cash cow for 
Putin when he need quick funds.

But mostly the wealth flows up 
and out. And he has a habit of falling 
out with them, as thieves often do 
over spoils. Some oligarchs are in 

Britain to launder money. Some are 
here to launder money and avoid 
Putin. 

The super yacht and the 
mansions are just the trappings of 
the trillions shipped into offshore 
bank accounts. 

The Western rich follow exactly 
the same process. The oligarchs 
gained their initial wealth through 
the type of asset stripping of the 
state that the Tories could only 
dream of. 

But that’s not the only reason they 
get on. 

The British parliament’s intensely 
conservative intelligence and 
security committee noted last year, 
“Successive governments have 
welcomed the oligarchs and their 
money with open arms, providing 
them with a means of recycling 
illicit finance through the London 
‘laundromat’, and connections at 
the highest levels with access to UK 
companies and political figures.” 

The Tories have worked closely 
with Russian money to escalate a 
process started by Labour’s Tony 
Blair to open up the fancier bits of 
London as tax free bolt holes. 

Dumped
Labour’s government set up a visa 
scheme that meant you got a British 
passport if you threw £2 million in 
the tin.

It was dumped in 2017, but it 
opened a lucrative line in political 
donations and has kept Chelsea and 
Surrey estate agents in business ever 
since. 

It also opened the door to the 
occasional machinations of the 
Russian government. 

So Lubov Chernukhin is a Russian 
banker and married to Putin’s 
former finance minister.

She has spent a fortune buying 
time with politicians, including 
£160,000 to play tennis with David 
Cameron and Boris Johnson. She 
paid £135,000 for “a night out with 
Theresa May”. 

The most recent donations—last 
quarter—to the Tory party include 
£80,000 from Chernukhin.

The Tories have 
worked closely with 
Russian money in a 
process started by 
Labour’s Tony Blair

‘‘ 

Oligarch Lubov Chernukhin at a Tory
fundraiser with Theresa May

 WHO REALLY
 PAYS THE
 PRICE FOR 
 SANCTIONS?
For those who know military intervention against 
Russia can only cause more bloodshed, economic 
sanctions can seem like a better, peaceful alternative. 
But, writes Yuri Prasad, they are every bit as much an 
imperial weapon designed to make ordinary people 
suffer—and risk even further escalation

E
CONOMIC sanctions, far 
from being a more peaceful 
way of resolving disputes 
between states, are an 
act of war in all but name. 
Anyone that doubts that 

should listen carefully to the words 
of French finance minister Bruno Le 
Maire. 

Talking last week about action by the 
West against Russia for its invasion of 
Ukraine, he said his country is “waging 
total economic and financial war on 
Russia. 

“We are going to cause the collapse of 
the Russian economy.”

Think about that for a moment.
Russia is a country of roughly 

150 million people. If its economy were 
to collapse in the way Le Maire hopes, it 
would lead to a catastrophic breakdown 
of society.

Money would become worthless. 
Towns and cities would quickly run out 
of food and, in the midst of the  pandemic, 
health services would collapse. 

In the panic, friends and  neighbours 
would be forced to turn on each other in 
a bid to survive.

No one can predict what would 
emerge from the chaos of an utterly 
broken country. But that process may 
have already begun. 

The US and the European Union have 
cut off Russia’s ability to trade in foreign 
currencies such as dollars, pounds and 
euros. And they have frozen the assets 
of many Russian banks. They have also 
shut Russia out of the Swift messaging 
system that allows banks to transmit 
information globally.

That means that Russia will struggle to 
buy or sell anything on the open market. 

But it’s the action against Russia’s 
central bank that is potentially the most 
devastating. The West has frozen all 
of Russia’s assets held in official insti-
tutions abroad. That means about half 

of all the state’s financial reserves are 
locked down. 

In normal times central banks use these 
reserves to mitigate against daily fluctua-
tions in the value of their currency, and 
as collateral to borrow against. 

The architects of the sanctions hope 
that stopping these functions will cause 
a run on Russia’s currency, the rouble, 
and so bankrupt the Russian state.

They calculate that people in Russia 
will worry they can’t exchange their rou-
bles for dollars or pounds because the 
banks can’t access foreign currency, and 
lose confidence in their currency.

If the rouble then collapses it will 
usher in severe inflation and a sharp 
recession. It could also lead to a run on 
the banks. The already long queues of 
people at Russian cash machines would 
become a terrible scramble to grab 
what’s left of their savings.

Overnight
To stop the rouble falling the state is 
now having to use what remains of its 
reserves to buy the currency on interna-
tional markets. And last week it raised 
interest rates from 9.5 percent to over 
20 percent overnight, hoping to make it 
profitable to hold on to roubles.

Sanctions are a move designed to hit 

ordinary people hard in the hope that 
they blame Putin for the calamity. 

A big rise in the cost of a weekly food 
shop will mean next to nothing to a 
Russian politician or oligarch, but will 
likely mean workers have to skip meals.

But if the rouble collapses who is to 
say what conclusions people will draw?

It is possible that an economic 
 meltdown will see people turn their 
anger on Putin and his regime. But it is 
also possible that sanctions will be seen 
as a Western attack and cause people to 
rally around the Russian flag and help 
prolong Putin’s rule.

Either way the pressure on the Russian 
ruling class to respond to the West will 
be immense. And that could mean mili-
tary escalation in Ukraine and beyond.

Even if the Russian economy stands 
ruined there is one thing that the regime 
can rely on—its huge military power and 
its nuclear arsenal.

Trapped in a corner Putin may decide 
to lash out.

Those who hope that sanctions offer a 
less bloody alternative to Nato military 
intervention in the war in Ukraine are 
deluded. They are merely another path 
to a deadly conflict.

If the Russian rouble 
collapses who is to 
say whether people 
will blame Putin or 
the West?

‘‘ 



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
Booklaunch: Work 
and Resistance in 21st 
Century Britain
Wed 16 Mar, 7pm
281-634-5938 
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
Is the Marxist theory of 
imperialism still relevant?
Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031 
BRADFORD
What is imperialism?
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
885-9187-7552 
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Ending apartheid—how 
can Palestine be free?
Thu 17 Mar, 6.30pm
818-9286-5617
BRISTOL
Is the Marxist theory of 
imperialism still relevant?
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm
688-397-3148 
CAMBRIDGE
Inflation & the cost of living 
crisis—why are prices rising?
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm
681-800-4408 

CARDIFF
The shadow of Stalin
Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm
630-181-4857 
CHESTERFIELD
The revolution will be 
filmed—a history of 
radical British films
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
Assembly Rooms, 13/14 
Chesterfield Rd, S40 1AR
828 532 8731
DEVON & CORNWALL
The shadow of Stalin
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883 
DORSET
Palestinians confront 
the apartheid state
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm
876 5324 5892 
EAST MIDLANDS
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 16 Mar, 7pm
354-874-4790 
EDINBURGH
Inflation & the cost of living 
crisis—why are prices rising?
Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm
431-459-112 

GLASGOW
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HARLOW
Is a revolution possible 
in the 21st century?
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HUDDERSFIELD
Can there be a revolution 
in the 21st century?
Wed 16 Mar, 6.30pm
290 168 1804 
KENT
Resistance in Palestine
Thu 17 Mar, 8.15 pm
434-623-8064 
LIVERPOOL
Inflation & the cost of living 
crisis—why are prices rising?
Wed 16 Mar, 7pm
493-925-5919 
LONDON: HACKNEY
Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm
Halkevi Community Centre, 
31-33, Dalston Lane, E8 3DF
854-8245-8715 

LONDON: HARINGEY
Booklaunch: Rebellious 
Daughters of History
Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm
4593-881-576 
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Covid, cronyism and war—
can the Tories make us pay?
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
854-8245-8715 
LONDON: SOUTH
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 16 Mar, 7pm
497-196-1801 
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
China, Uyghurs and the left
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
529-913-6390 
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
What is imperialism?
Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm
818-391-0420 

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
China, Uyghurs and the left
Wed 16 Mar, 
7.30pm
543-023-057 
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
50 years of Asian struggles
Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm
860-0226-3484 
MANCHESTER
War in Ukraine—is 
the Marxist theory of 
imperialism still relevant?
Wed 16 Mar, 7pm
St Peter’s House, 
Oxford Rd, 
M13 9GH 
NEWCASTLE
Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
368-595-2712 

NORWICH
Is the Marxist theory of 
imperialism still relevant?
Wed 16 Mar, 
7.30pm
906 652 5299
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 16 Mar, 
7pm
861-2001-6477 
PORTSMOUTH
Ending apartheid—how 
can Palestine be free?
Wed 16 Mar, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Thu 17 Mar, 
7pm
902-964-963 
WIGAN
What do we mean 
by revolution?
Thu 17 Mar, 
7pm
894-2628-7708 
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Pamphlet launch: The 
Shadow of Stalin
Wed 16 Mar, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege 
explain racism?
by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during 
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion, 
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with 
precautions taken for a safe environment. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom 
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

ABERDEEN
Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
Friends Meeting House, 23 
Meeting House Ln, LA1 1TX
992-204-9372 

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 16 Mar, 7pm
288 098 8827

NORTH EAST SCOTLAND
Wed 16 Mar, 
7.30pm
894-2628-7708 

SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Thu 17 Mar, 7pm
Central United Reform Church,
 60 Norfolk St, 
Sheffield City Centre, 
S1 2JB
528-174-9278 

War in Ukraine 
Why we oppose Nato escalation and 
Western and Russian imperialism

NATO SOLDIERS sent to Lithuania

Socialist Worker  9 March 2022
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Hunting for laughs in BBC 
comedy The Witchfinder
Tim Key’s new sitcom about a hapless witchfinder has all the ingredients of a 
winning magic formula—but it fails to cast a real spell, says Sarah Bates 
SET IN 1645, fear about witches 
is at feverish heights, and the 
English Civil War is in full pelt. This 
makes a rich background for new 
six-part series The Witchfinder. 

Tim Key plays Gideon Bannister, 
a second rate and opportunistic 
 witchfinder, desperate to be taken 
seriously among his peers.

So he accuses Thomasine Gooch of 
killing a pig using malicious sorcery, 
and transports her across East Anglia 
to trial.

Some decent jokes about the 
Cavaliers aside, the first two episodes 
plod on without making much in the 
way of an impression.

Key is just pathetic enough to 
make Gideon a sympathetic comedy 
figure, despite his chosen career 
accusing women of bizarre crimes 
and  extracting false confessions.

At one point Gideon boasts that 
he’s found women guilty for being 
witches on the basis of being “unu-
sually hairy” and “placing a hex on 

a butcher, causing him to become 
squeamish around certain meats”.

Gooch makes a great foil for him. 
Her dismissive barbs puncture his 
more pompous moments. In fact, 
Daisy May Cooper, absolutely perfect 
in her breakout role in This Country, 
could almost be Kerry Mucklowe in 
a petticoat.

Witchfinder is from the same 
stable as Alan Partridge. At points 
you can see the flashes of the obser-
vational brilliance that made that 
such a classic.

Unfortunately, it fails to cast a real 
spell.

Really The Witchfinder is much 
less than the sum of its parts. Key 
and Cooper can more than hold their 
own. And with comedy greats Ricky 
Tomlinson, Reece Shearsmith and 
Jessica Hynes joining them, it could 
have been fantastic.

It’s a shame, because Key in 
 particular is a real comedic talent 
and we need more of him on TV. 
Hopefully next time he’ll find a more 
polished vehicle.

Episode one of The Witchfinder is 
available now on BBC iPlayer. All later 
episodes on Tuesdays, 10pm, BBC2 and 
then on BBC iPlayer

WHO WERE the Dark Harvest Commandos? 

Tim Key as pompous Gideon Bannister

What became of the anthrax activists?
DOCUMENTARY
THE MYSTERY OF ANTHRAX 
ISLAND
Available now on BBC iPlayer

THIS NEW documentary reveals 
an astonishing story of deadly 
bacteria, biological warfare, 
and a shady protest group. 
And it’s all played out around 
an unassuming small Scottish 
island.

Gruinard Island was taken 
over during the Second World 
War by government scientists 
from the Ministry of Defence’s 
Porton Down laboratory. There, 
they tested a deadly strain of 
Anthrax on sheep.

From 1942 onwards, people 
were forbidden to go onto the 
uninhabited island for fear of the 
spores they could inhale from the 
contaminated soil. Those spores 

had the potential to remain 
fatally potent for decades. 

Stern warning signs were 
erected on the island and the 
adjacent mainland and Gruinard 
was dubbed “The Island of 
Death” or “Anthrax Island”.

Almost 40 years later, the story 
of Gruinard took another major 
twist. This documentary reveals 
an extraordinary—and largely 
forgotten story—of a group 
calling themselves the Dark 
Harvest Commandos.

In 1981, they claimed they 
had landed on the island and 
removed 300lbs of infected soil. 

They said they then left a 
small package of the potentially 
lethal substance just outside the 
perimeter fence at Porton Down. 
Their aim, they claimed was to 
force a clean-up of Gruinard. 

A second package of soil was 
found five days later at Blackpool 

Tower—close to where Margaret 
Thatcher was staying at the Tory 
Party conference.

A special police investigation 
found nothing definitive—and 
locals near the island said very 
little.

A few years later Ministry of 
Defence scientists began cleaning 
up Gruinard Island. By 1990 the 
island was declared safe, and 
now anyone can land there and 
explore it for themselves.

But what of the Dark Harvest 
Commandos? 

They were never found, 
leaving a last pithy note pinned 
to the door of the Scottish Office 
in Edinburgh to say they had 
called an end to their campaign.

But as this documentary 
reveals, their messages contained 
more than just an end to their 
activities—and warnings with 
repercussions for today.

RADIO 
THE SHADOW OF ALGIERS
Available now on BBC Sounds

SIXTY YEARS after 
the Algerian War of 
Independence, Edward 
Stourton presents stories 
from a colonial past which 
still cast their shadow over 
the present.

One episode features an 
interview with the “Milk 
Bar Bomber”, immortalized 
in the film The Battle of 
Algiers.

Zorah Drif, was 20 when 
she walked into a cafe in 

the Algerian capital with a 
bomb in a beach bag. She 
planted her bomb and left.

It made the National 
Liberation Front a model 
for insurgent groups 
throughout the world. 

At 87, she’s still 
unrepentant, and says one 
of the last great joys of her 
life is seeing young people 
determined to carry on the 
struggle.

Another episode deals 
with a police massacre of 
Algerians in Paris, in 1961.

As tens of thousands of 
people protested, police 
beat and shot at them, 
dumping bodies in the 
River Seine.

RADIO 
OUR FRIENDS IN THE 
NORTH
Starts Thurs 17 March, 2.15pm, 
BBC Radio 4 and then on 
BBC Sounds

PETER FLANNERY has 
rewritten his multi-award 
winning and highly 
acclaimed television series 
as an audio drama for BBC 
Radio 4.

Ambitious in scale and 
scope, the drama chronicles 
the lives of four friends over 
three decades beginning in 
the 1960s.

The series tackles the 
corporate, political and 
police corruption in the 
1960s, the rise and fall of 
the Soho porn empires in 
the 1970s, the nouveau 
riche and the Miners’ Strike 
of the 1980s and the rise of 
Tony Blair’s New Labour in 
the 1990s.

And the adapted series 
will now end with a new, 
tenth, episode by the writer 
Adam Usden, bringing the 
story up to the present day.

Freedom figher Zorah Drif
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W
HAT word 
best sums 
u p  t h e 
utter capit-
ulation of 
left  wing 

Labour MPs over the past 
few weeks?

Figures such as John 
McDonnell  and Diane 
Abbott—seen by many as 
figureheads of the left—
have led only a retreat. In 
the face of an assault on the 
Stop the War Coalition they 
collapsed at the first sign of 
confrontation, leaving their 
supporters in the lurch.

After 11 Labour MPs 
 withdrew their  s igna-
tures from a Stop the War 
 statement, Abbott said they 
were all “happy to take our 
names off.” Every Labour 
MP, she claims, supports the 
West’s military alliance Nato 
and it shouldn’t be criticised.

If that weren’t enough, 
McDonnell pulled out of 
a Stop the War rally amid 
rumours that he could be sus-
pended from the Labour Party 
if he spoke. McDonnell said he 
didn’t want to “distract” from 
support for Ukraine.

In other words, if there’s 
a choice between staying in 
Labour or supporting Stop 
the War, Labour members 
should pick the party over the 
movement.

That could affect a lot of 
Labour Party members.

Shortly before Keir Starmer 
became Labour leader in 2020, 
polling company YouGov 
found that Stop the War was 
the organisation most liked by 
Labour members.

That led Andrew Murray—
Stop the War chair and former 
aide to Jeremy Corbyn—to 
write that Labour’s new leader 
would “struggle to strike out 
in a different direction” over 
anti-imperialism.

“Pressure to cut the strings 
tying British diplomacy to 
Washington’s apron will remain 
potent within the party,” he 
wrote. “This shift in senti-
ment—a direct negation of 
Blair’s foreign policy—may 
prove to be a significant part of 
Corbyn’s legacy.”

I
N REALITY, trashing 
anti-imperialist politics 
has been a central plank 
of Starmer’s mission 
to prove that Labour 
has buried the Jeremy 

Corbyn era. And—despite 
members’ support for Stop 
the War—the left MPs have 
offered next to no resistance.

The Labour right is at its 
most aggressive when it comes 
to support for war, weap-
ons and Nato. As a result it’s 
often where the Labour left is 
weakest.

When the left’s commit-
ment to staying in the party 
at all costs meets the right’s 
commitment to “national secu-
rity,” it’s ended in some sorry 
defeats. And at the root of both 
is Labour’s commitment to 
 managing the British state.

For left and right in Labour, 

parliament is central. But if 
you want to use the state to 
deliver reforms then you have 
to manage it on its terms.

Its health relies on a “strong” 
capitalist economy in compe-
tition with others around the 
world. 

The state and national 
 corporations have to be cham-
pioned and defended against 
rivals and anything that 
 threatens them.

If Labour wants to manage 
the state, it has to show it can 

do that. That’s why some of the 
most evangelical devotees to 
the military, Nato and nuclear 
weapons come from among 
their ranks.

There are always dissenting 
voices from a handful of left 
wing Labour MPs. But time and 
again the centrality of parlia-
ment, elections and staying in 
Labour forces them to fall into 
line.

The search for a “socialist 
Labour government” means 
staying in Labour always comes 

first. That’s how McDonnell can 
justify ditching Stop the War “in 
the wider context of securing a 
socialist Labour government.”

Some of the right’s biggest 
assaults on Corbyn—and some 
of his landmark defeats—were 
over war and anti-imperialism.

The first big rebellion by 
Labour MPs came just weeks 
after he was elected leader over 
whether to support the Tory 
government’s plan to bomb 
Syria. MPs demanded Corbyn 
allow them to vote in favour.

His then shadow foreign 
 secretary Hilary Benn even 
insisted on embarrassing Corbyn 
with a speech in  parliament in 
favour of bombing. 

Corbyn allowed it all in the 
name of party unity.

Other defeats would follow 
throughout Corbyn’s time as 
leader—most significantly over 
the right to describe the crea-
tion of Israel, through ethnic 
cleansing, as racist. 

And in 2016 Corbyn faced 
a new attack from the Labour 
right after a Russian former 
spy was poisoned in the city of 
Salisbury.

M
UCH OF the 
Labour right 
wanted Corbyn 
to rally behind 
the Tory gov-
ernment and 

join calls to strengthen 
the security services and 
ratchet up threats against 

Russia. Corbyn refused.
But his shadow defence 

 secretary Nia Griffiths—a keen 
supporter of Nato and nuclear 
weapons—defied him and 
insisted publicly that Labour 
backed the government. Before 
Corbyn could discipline her, 
McDonnell joined in,  telling 
a BBC interview, “I agree 
 completely with the prime 
minister.”

It was a deliberate act of 
 defiance and a calculated move 
to ditch anti-imperialist politics 
in favour of unity with the right 
and electoral success.

In an insider’s account, writer 
Owen Jones praises McDonnell’s 
“tactical approach—defending 
the red lines that mattered, not 
needlessly picking damaging 
fights which did not”.

There’s precedent for this 
throughout Labour’s history.

Few Labour left MPs were 
prepared to challenge their 
leaders’ grovelling over the  
Tories’ wars in the Falklands in 
1982 or Iraq in 1991.

As the Tories prepared to join 
the US’s 1991 invasion, Labour 
MPs demanded the leader Neil 
Kinnock set out an independ-
ent position. “Some say that I 
should, as they put it, ‘distance’ 
myself from the government,” 
he replied. “I will not distance 
myself.”

But after the war began, 
dissent among Labour MPs 
melted away. Five Labour MPs 
resigned as shadow ministers—
many more stayed silent.

A meeting of Labour MPs 
voted five to one in favour of 
continuing the war instead of 
backing a ceasefire.

READ MORE
lThe Labour Party: A 
Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and Charlie 
Kimber 
£14.99

lStarmer attacks 
and Labour left MPs 
crumble over war 
opposition  
Socialist Worker article 
by Nick Clark bit.ly/
Labourcapitulates

lImperialism: The 
Highest Stage of 
Capitalism 
by Vladimir Lenin, 
£5.99 or at bit.ly/
Highest0322

Available at 
Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

The disgraceful retreat of the Labour left over Ukraine 
has dealt a blow to the movement. But this type of 
cowardice isn’t new, explains Nick Clark

The MP Bernie Grant blamed 
the left’s weakness on “Labour 
MPs who lurked in supper clubs 
and bars mumbling their disa-
greement, afraid of damaging 
their political careers.”

And in 1982 Labour leader 
Michael Foot showed his sup-
port for Margaret Thatcher’s 
war in the Falklands with a 
 jingoistic speech in parliament.

Tony Benn—who had already 
agreed to end his challenges to 
Labour’s leadership—distanced 
himself slightly from Foot.

But, like Abbott today, he 
insisted there was “unanimity” 
among all MPs on  supporting the 
government against Argentina 
and “on the right of self defence 
against aggression.”

However, there was one time 
when a substantial number of 
Labour MPs—not all of them 
from the left—did oppose a 
war. That was in 2003 when 
Tony Blair’s Labour government 
joined the US’s invasion of Iraq.

Some 138 Labour MPs 
backed a motion seeking to 
delay the decisions, and 84 
voted directly against the war.

But this was a reflection of 
the huge anti-war  movement 
that had seen two million 
people demonstrate in London 
a month before. 

And some who opposed  war 
before it began, ditched their 
opposition once it started.

Robin Cook, who resigned 
from Blair’s cabinet before the 
war, later said soldiers shouldn’t 
be brought home. “Having 
started this war, it’s important 
to win it,” he said.

Another critic of the inva-
sion was Mo Mowlam. In the 
 previously anti-war Daily Mirror 
newspaper she called for “more 
bombing and taking the war to 
the enemy, even if that means 
the dreadful level of casualties 
that go with it.”

L
ABOUR’S left MPs 
s p e a k  o u t  o n l y 
w h e n  p r e s s u r e 
mounts from a mass 
 movement . When 
it gets tough, they 

skulk away again.
Those MPs who stuck with 

the anti-war movement sur-
vived in Blair’s Labour only 
because he knew the left inside 
the party had already been 
beaten years before.

Starmer is still desperate to 
crush the left and prove Labour’s 
devotion to Nato. In the face of 
this onslaught Labour’s left MPs 
have proved utterly useless.

Their retreat from Stop the 
War has had consequences 
beyond the Labour Party. 

It’s helped the right to create 
an atmosphere where any criti-
cism of Nato is unacceptable, 
let alone any suggestion that 
it’s responsible for the war in 
Ukraine.

More broadly, it risks leav-
ing activists coming under the 
cosh for criticising Nato, feeling 
 isolated and abandoned.

So McDonnell might be right 
that Labour members face a 
choice between support for 
Stop the War and keeping their 
Labour membership.

But his advice to stay in 
Labour whatever the costs is 
no longer just misguided. It 
risks undermining the anti-war 
movement at the moment it’s 
needed most.

The word for  that  i s 
treachery.

Former Labour 
leader Jeremy 
Corbyn’s anti-war 
legacy has been 
attacked (top)
AROUND 2 million 
protesters at 
Stop the War’s 
march in London, 
February 2003
(above)

MPs DIANE Abbott and John McDonnell have turned their backs on opposition to Nato over the Ukraine war

Keir Starmer is 
desperate to 
crush the left and 
show Labour is 
the party of Nato

‘‘ 

LABOUR AND  
WAR--A HISTORY 
OF TREACHERY

Keir Starmer

How the ruling classes 
construct support for wars 

Our rulers want us to 
support the escalation 
of war. Isabel 
Ringrose explores 
how the media props 
up the generals and 
says that resistance can 
break their hold

EVERYWHERE YOU look, 
from the BT tower to outside 
football stadiums, you’ll 
see propaganda about 
the conflict in Ukraine. 

British media, with the BBC 
leading the charge, is putting 
us under a siege of biased 
information that props up our 
rulers’ version of the war. 

War offers a problem 
for world leaders. They 
are forced to convince 
people that their imperialist 
interests benefit us. 

A tried and tested method 
they have to pursue their 
lies is to use the media.

Propaganda is pumped 
out, often with horrific stories 
and images of dead children 
or bombed hospitals. 

Some times these 
things do happen. But 
they can also be faked. 

At the start of the Gulf 
War of 1991 most of the 
media highlighted a story 
that the Iraqis had removed 
312 babies from incubators 
and left them to die. 

It was a complete lie. 
Amnesty International 
soon retracted the story 
from its records.

Ultimate
But the story had done 
its work and helped to 
move more people behind 
the attack on Iraq.

The revolutionary Karl 
Marx wrote, “The ideas of 
the ruling class are in every 
epoch the ruling ideas. The 
class which is the ruling 
material force of society, 
is at the same time its 
ruling intellectual force.”

He explained that the 
class controlling the means 
of production at the same 
time dominates the means 
of mental production. 

That class then seeks 
to subject those without 
that control to its views.

Within the media the 
Ukrainian conflict is framed 

as an isolated issue. The 
message is that you might 
think that Boris Johnson is a 
corrupt, racist, misogynistic 
liar who partied while 
people died of Covid.

But you can trust him when 
he denounces Putin, even if it 
is from the standpoint of the 
Western military alliance. 

He’s putting up your fuel 
bill and enriching his mates. 

But you can trust 
him on the war. 

That tactic stops people 
from seeing a pattern 
of destruction—wars, 
pandemic, climate change 
and class assaults together.

The most widely-available 
“solution” to the horrors in 
Ukraine becomes the one 
our rulers put forward—
currently supported by 
the entire political elite. 

It is pumped out by our 
rulers’ and bosses’ media.

Many conclude military 
escalation in Ukraine 
should be supported 
even if it means war. 

And the alternative—
fighting the system that 
causes all wars—is less 
simple and accessible.

But people’s ideas are 

also shaped by the material 
conditions of their lives. 
This can mix with the 
dominant ideas in society 
and sometimes produce 
contradictory ideas.

Ideas dramatically shift 
when people’s experiences 
come into conflict with the 
ideas adopted from above. 

It can mean the media, 
which usually falls in line 
with ruling class interests 
can also clash with it. 

And that opens up 
possibilities for new ideas.

Solidarity
Over Ukraine, there are 
many people in Britain 
who rightly feel solidarity 
with the ordinary people 
in Kiev or Kharkov.
But that doesn’t mean they 
indifferent to the prospect if 
immolation in a nuclear war. 

That creates space to 
undermine our rulers.

And their version of 
events is undermined 
most quickly when there 
is struggle against them.

The London Underground 
worker slurred as an ally 
of Vladimir Putin during 
their strike is much more 
likely to be open to an 
argument not to trust the 
right over the war itself.  

Not only do people realise 
their own power when they 
fight together, they see 
through the lie that they 
have something in common 
with those in power. 

It’s resistance from 
below that has the ability 
to break through our rules’ 
narrative of the conflict in 
Ukraine and hit back at the 
system that got us here.

Our rulers 
pump out war  
propaganda 
—often  
based on lies

‘‘ 
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WEST HAM football stadium’s backing for Ukraine



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n nn n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n nn n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n nn n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:
Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  ......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nnnn / nnnn / nnnn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a 
payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you 
at the time of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from 
your bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it 

back when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

SWPSWP

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST
 WORKERS

  PARTY
n Yes, I'd like to be a member
n I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ......................................................................................................

Address  ..................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

Postcode  .................................

Phone  ....................................................................................................

Email  ............................................................................................

Return to SWP membership department, 
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ. 

Or scan this QR code on your phone

Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

Nyakasikana, the women who took on empire
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

“MY BONES will rise again” 
were the last words of Nehanda 
Charwe Nyakasikana, the spir-
itual leader and fighter against 
British colonialism in what is 
now known as Zimbabwe.

When Nyakasikana was 
born in Chishawasha District 
in 1840, she was already 
 considered a leader.  

The Shona people of 
 southern Africa believed she 
was the female incarnation 
of the oracle spirit Nyamhika 
Nehanda. 

T h i s  p o s i t i o n  g a v e 
Nyakasikana incredible power 
and influence. She put it to 
good use as colonial forces 
set their sights on invading 
and exploiting her homeland 
and people. 

Colonise
British imperialist  adventurer 
Cecil Rhodes led the charge 
to colonise the land that 
makes up much of modem 
day Zimbabwe and Zambia. 

This even meant  giving 
the newly formed state his 
name—Rhodesia. 

Together with the British 
army, the British South Africa 

Company spread terror, mur-
dering and raping across the 
country to try to crush any 
resistance they found. 

Millions of Africans fled 
their homes, and others were 
forced into labour camps to 
work in mines and factories.

Rac i s t  ru l e s  ba r red 
Africans from owning land, 
and  hundreds of thousands 
of cattle were seized by 

settlers. In 1894 the British 
imposed a ten shilling “hut 
tax” on every home. 

But at every step, pop-
ular resistance opposed 
 c o l o n i s a t i o n — a n d 
Nyakasikana often led the 
charge. 

The Ndebele people began 
resistance in 1896, and the 
Shona soon joined them.

This wave of  rebellion was 

known as the first Chimurenga 
War—the war of liberation. 

The war was led by three 
spiritual leaders, of which 
Nyakasikana was the only 
woman.

She took on the crucial 
role of inspiring her people 
to oppose the British and 
unite the Ndebele and the 
Shona together to fight their 
common enemy.  Nyakasikana 

was  instrumental in  planning 
where the Shona would 
make their attacks,  targeting 
 infrastructure—such as 
mines and farms—that were 
 economically significant to 
the British. 

Even the British admitted 
that them Shona’s strategies 
were particularly effective. 

An official report of the 
war noted, “So cleverly 
was their secret kept, and 
so well laid the plans of the 
 witchdoctors, that when the 
time came, the rising was 
almost simultaneous.” 

Threat
Nyakasikana herself was con-
sidered such a threat that the 
British commissioner for Salis-
bury, now Zimbabwe’s capital 
Harare, wrote that she was, 
“constantly spoken of in my 
hearing ever since I came to 
Mashonaland in 1890”. 

“At the present moment she 
is the most powerful wizard 
in the Mashonaland and has 
the power of ordering all the 
people who rose lately, and 
her orders would in every case 
be obeyed.”

In a bid to put down the 
rebellion the British used 
“scorched earth tactics,” 

 burning crops and villages and 
throwing dynamite into caves 
where villagers sheltered. 

But despite the brutal 
tactics, it took months for 
the British to put down the 
 rebellion. 

Colonels were even forced 
to call for reinforcements. 

It took even longer to 
 capture Nyakasikana. 

After months on the run 
she was caught and accused 
by the British of the murder of 
the commissioner of her dis-
trict, Henry Polland. 

A short ,  sham tr ia l 
 condemned Nyakasikana to 
death. 

Defiant until the end, she 
resisted the executioner, 
screaming out that she should 
be sent back to her people, but 
was ultimately hung in 1898. 

Her defiance in the face 
of brutal colonialism left a 
 lasting legacy. 

Fighters against colonial 
rule across Africa, especially in 
the 1960s and 1970s, looked 
to Nyakasikana as a source of 
inspiration and strength. 

This is the third in a series of 
columns on radical women 
to coincide with International 
Women’s Day on 8 March. 
Go to  bit.ly/RWL2022 

NEHANDA CHARWE Nyakasikana (centre, front) was hanged in 1898
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Mass murder tools created for the defence of profit
IMPERIALIST powers 
have spent billions on 

weapons of mass 
destruction. Every major 
global power jostled to 
develop the deadliest 
weapons.

The US has always 
attempted to lead the 
charge, owning land, 
air and submarine-
based nuclear missile 
deployment vessels. 

Britain owns 215 
nuclear warheads on 
nuclear submarines. This 
was increased by the 
Tories who raised the cap 

from 180 to 260 last year.
The US has toyed with 

the idea of small scale 
nuclear war. In 2003 
former president George 
Bush gave the go ahead 
for a fleet of smaller 
nuclear weapons.

But the smallest nuclear 
weapon owned by the US 
military would produce 
a deadly fireball radius 
of around 70 metres. 

Advancements in 
nuclear technology 
don’t always mean 
more nuclear bombs. 

Radioactive uranium 

tipped bullets and 
projectiles can pierce the 
strongest of metals used 
in warfare. Between 315 
and 350 tons of depleted 
uranium were used in 
the 1991 Gulf War.

Other foul 
“advancements” include 

in chemical weapons 
that are designed to scar, 
burn, kill and choke. 

The US used white 
phosphorus weapons in 
Iraq in 2005. Britain used 
them during the Falklands 
war in 1982. And Russia 
has used it throughout 
the Syrian civil war. 

White phosphorus, 
deemed “legal” under 
international law, and 
not technically classed 
as a chemical weapon, 
causes severe burns, organ 
damage and death.

Nuclear weapons would 

destroy humanity—
including the rich and 
the corporations.

But, as with climate 
collapse, there is no 
“logic of the system” that 
then eliminates them

Instead each nation 
state or block of 
capital thinks they are 
useful for boosting 
their own interests.

Before the First World 
War some socialists 
thought capitalism was 
too integrated for a major 
war to break out. That 
proved horribly mistaken.

US bombs could 
wipe out millions

 THE B83 is the US’s 
largest nuclear 

bomb currently in 
service. It can carry a 
maximum yield of 1.2 
megatons. The bomb is 
dropped from a plane 
and can be detonated on 
the ground or in the air.

The bomb was 
developed in the late 
1970s and would have a 
blast radius of nearly 20 
miles, killing up to three 
million people. The 
US owns 650 of these 
weapons.

Trident missiles 
primed to kill 

 TRIDENT is Britain’s 
only nuclear 

weapons system. The 
nuclear missiles sit on 
four submarines based 
at Faslane in western 
Scotland.  

Each submarine 
carries up to 16 Trident 
II missiles, with at 
least one vessel always 
on patrol. Trident II 
missiles can shoot 
the equivalent of 100 
kilotons of TNT nuclear 
warheads further than 
6000 miles.

 THE UKRAINE war has resur-
rected the utterly chilling 

prospect of potential nuclear 
war—and with it the end of 
humanity.

Scorched flesh, vaporised bodies, 
and exploding lungs would be the 
immediate results. The long-term ones 
would be even more catastrophic.

Yet most commentators and politi-
cians calmly discuss this as just the 
geopolitics of escalation rather than 
a threat that should lead to revolt to 
stop it.

Nuclear war between the United 
States and Russia or between the 
United States and China, would 
mean death for hundreds of millions 
immediately.

But then it would mean a climate 
disaster known as nuclear winter.

As smoke from the blasted cities 
rises into the atmosphere, the entire 
planet will soon be choked under 
dense clouds of soot. 

This would mean a cataclysmic 
drop in global temperatures that 
would make agriculture impossible 
and wipe out the entire human race.

Alan Robock, a climate researcher 
at Rutgers university, has been stud-
ying nuclear weapons for 30 years. 
His team modelled a scenario of “lim-
ited” war where two sides launched 
100 bombs each.

“There would be between 16 and 
37 million tons of carbon,” Robock 
says. It would mean 50 to 125 mil-
lion people dead in the first week. 

A reduction of as much as 35 
 percent in sunlight reaching Earth’s 
surface. That means worldwide 
famine for a decade.

The road to nuclear war is prepared 
by the idea of “battlefield” nuclear 
weapons and thermobaric ones. In 
2017 the US military used the biggest 

bomb since the nuclear destruction of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of 
the Second World War.

The US unleashed the 22,000-
pound Massive Ordnance Air Blast 
Bomb in Afghanistan. It didn’t lead 
to worldwide condemnation.

The world is awash with nuclear 
weapons.

All figures for nuclear weapons 
are estimates but, according to the 
Federation of American Scientists, 
Russia has 5,977 nuclear warheads—
the devices that trigger a nuclear 
explosion. But this includes about 
1,500 that are so out of date they 

are set to be dismantled. That leaves 
4,500 or so. 

In  contrast, the US has 5,428, 
France 290 and Britain 225—with 
more to come. This gives a Nato total 
of 5,943.

Conflict
Just because all sides of this conflict 
have nuclear weapons doesn’t mean 
they would shy away from using 
them.

This line of thinking is dangerous. 
Mutually assured destruction isn’t off 
the cards, it’s the kind of barbarism 
that capitalism allows. At points the 

great powers enter talks and negotia-
tions which may seem to steer away 
from nuclear war.

But behind this face lies the brute 
possibility of actually using their 
arsenals.

The Ukraine war reminds us that 
this is one of the methods of extinc-
tion—together with recurring pan-
demics and environmental collapse 
—that capitalism threatens.

A NUCLEAR mushroom cloud during a nuclear test 

 The remains of Hiroshima

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Russian weapons 
of destruction 

 Russian 
intercontinental 

ballistic missiles, just 
like those used by Nato, 
have the capability to 
span oceans.

These missiles can 
reach top speed in ten 
minutes and travel at a 
speed of 4.3 miles per 
second.

The R-36 fleet was 
designed by the Soviet 
Union during the Cold 
War. 

The missiles hold lots 
of counter-measures to 
prevent interceptions.

Unleashing nuclear weapons  
would destroy all life on earth
As imperialist powers clash, the threat of nuclear war becomes a terrible possibility. Sam Ord 
argues that these bombs and missiles aren’t weapons like any other but a route to destruction

Socialist Worker  9 March 2022
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IN BRIEF 

Steaming ahead 
with strike in Rugby
STRIKES AT GE Steam Power 
in Rugby continued last Friday 
and on Monday this week.

GE Steam Power bosses 
are refusing to negotiate over 
flexible working payments and 
they expect workers will take 
on new roles without extra 
pay.  

More than 75 Unite union 
members—nearly the whole 
workforce—are set to strike for 
a further eight days between 
Friday of next week and 2 May. 

Lager ‘drought’ if 
payroll not fixed
AROUND 1,700 beer delivery 
workers employed by GXO are 
voting on strikes. Workers in 
Manchester, Derby, Coventry, 
Livingston, Thatcham and 
Normanton are angry at long 
standing issues with the 
logistic giant’s payroll system.

For months they have 
suffered delayed payments 
and underpayments of wages, 
pension contributions and 
holiday pay.

The Unite union says 
it could result in a lager 
“drought” if the workers vote 
for strikes in a ballot that 
closes on Friday of next week.

Pay battle at a 
Bristol warehouse
OVER 250 warehouse workers 
employed by DHL on the 
outsourced Sainsbury’s 
contract are to be balloted for 
strikes over pay.

The workers in the Unite 
union are based at the 
distribution centre in Emerald 
Park in Bristol. The distribution 
centre supplies Sainsbury’s 
stores throughout south west 
England and as far as west 
Wales.

The workers are on three 
separate contracts with 
different rates for the same 
job.

The lowest paid is on £11.22 
an hour. Unite is seeking an 
increase of at least £1.70 an 
hour on basic rates of pay, a 
13 per cent increase for the 
lowest paid.

DHL has refused to make an 
offer that increases the basic 
rate of pay, instead offering 
one-off payments and bonus 
schemes.

Bosses have also attacked 
workers’ conditions including 
sick pay and holiday pay.

Bad pay offer fuels 
gas workers’ anger
UP TO 2,000 workers at gas 
company Cadent are voting on 
whether to strike.

Workers at the company 
were offered a tiny four 
percent pay increase, much 
less than inflation.

The members of the GMB 
union are also angry that their 
terms and conditions have 
been decimated over the 
years. 

Cadent is one of the 
biggest distributors in 
the country and made a 
staggering £901 million in 
profits last year. 

NHS strikers celebrate 
win over outsourcing
by ISABEL RINGROSE

STRIKING health workers 
have won a battle 
against outsourcing and 
privatisation in the NHS. 

Cleaners, porters, security 
guards and domestics at Barts 
Health Trust in east London 
will be taken back in house, 
thanks to a two-week strike in 
February.

The action—by mostly 
migrant workers—shows how 
striking workers can win. 
One striker at union rep told 
Socialist Worker, “We got this 
because of the support of Unite 
and ourselves coming together 
and standing together to fight.

“Without being together 
we cannot win. And with the 
support of everyone too—it’s 
been amazing. We can’t believe 
it. When we began the strike 
we were thinking we would 
just try—it’s not always easy 
to win.”

The victory comes after 
hundreds of Unite union 
members at Barts walked out 
over pay and outsourcing.

Under the agreement, they 
will gain NHS pay, terms and 
conditions when the current 
contract with Serco expires at 
the end of April 2023.

They will also receive a 

3 percent pay increase and 
a lump sum of up to £400 
depending on their shift 
pattern while still employed 
by Serco 

The rep explained that 
going on strike was not an easy 
decision. “It’s been cold on 
the picket lines and we were 
worried people wouldn’t come 
out—but it’s been amazing,” 
they said. 

“The effort tells you how 
desperate and upset people 
were. We were not happy 
getting less than our own 
colleagues for the same work. 
It’s not right.

“Some of us have to work 
two or three jobs, that’s no 
good and keeps families apart,” 
they said.

Before the Unite strikers 
began their action, Unison 
union leaders pushed through 
a bad deal for its members at 
Barts. It saw a 3 percent pay 
rise and £100 bonus for some. 
And there was no guarantee 
workers would be brought 
in-house after Serco’s contract 
ends. 

It was a risky strategy for 
Unite to call off strikes last 
week for talks. 

Although strikers were 
ready to go back out next 
week depending on the board’s 
decision, momentum could’ve 

been taken from the fight. 
And a 3 percent pay rise, the 
same as Unison workers, when 
inflation is at 7.8 percent is 
less than could have been won 
if the strikes continued.

The rep’s message to other 
outsourced NHS workers and 
any thinking of striking is 
“never give up”. 

“Even if it looks like it’s 
not going to happen, it takes 
time but you can get there if 
you try. Never give up when 
something looks helpless—
keep on going until a victory.”

This is the second strike by 
workers at Barts since 2017. 
Should the Trust renege on the 
deal, workers should be ready 
to strike again.

lHEALTH WORKERS at 
Croydon hospital in south 
London are balloting for 
strikes over pay and sick pay.

The workers are employed 
by the notorious G4S 
outsourcers and are members 
of the GMB union.

They are angry that 
bosses refuse to pay them 
the London Living Wage 
and occupational sick pay—
despite the risks they are 
exposed to by working in a 
hospital. 

The ballot closes on Friday 
of next week.

BARTS STRIKERS have fought bravely Picture: Guy Smallman

Glasgow workers vote to 
strike again for equal pay 
COUNCIL WORKERS in 
Glasgow have delivered 
a thumping vote to strike 
in the latest episode 
of their long running 
dispute over equal pay.

Workers in the 
Unison union returned a 
96 percent vote to walk 
out to force their council 
bosses to pay up wages 
that are owed to them.

Workers in Glasgow 
Life, a council outsourcing 
company, returned a vote 
of 91 percent to strike 
but fell just short of the 
50 percent ballot threshold.

And social care, cleaning 
and catering workers 
in the GMB union voted 
by 97 percent to mount 
another round of strikes.

Workers are fighting to 
change the council’s unfair 
pay grades, which saw men 
paid more than women.

Huge strikes in 2018 
forced council bosses to 

agree to pay out lump 
sums. Bosses also agreed 
to roll out a jobs evaluation 
scheme that will see workers 
put on correct wages.

But the scheme isn’t set 
to be completed for several 
more years. And workers 
are still on the unfair 
pay rate they have been 
battling for over a decade.

The strike votes shows 
decisively there is a mood to 
fight the council’s sexist pay 
structures. Unions should 
call some hard-hitting dates 

HEALTH LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Defiant protest at Great Ormond Street
STRIKERS AT Great Ormond Street 
Hospital returned to picket lines last week 
after they were previously barred from 
mounting protests near the hospital. 

The members of the UVW union 
have already completed three weeks 
of a six-week strike to demand that 
they are brought in house. They also 
want the same terms and conditions as 
those directly employed by the NHS. 

Activists, strikers and supporters 
gathered for a strike rally last Friday. 

At one point the boss of the 
hospital’s security guards was 
seen watching the protesters. 

Bosses have run to the courts to get 
an injunction banning strikers from 

protesting near the hospital. Striker 
Erica told the crowd, “Our own manager 
is looking at us, prepared to reach the 
police to arrest us if it’s necessary.”

lOUTSOURCED health workers in Halifax, 
West Yorkshire, are protesting for better pay 
and conditions against hated outsourcer ISS. 

The GMB union members—cleaners, 
caterers, porters and security workers—
demonstrated outside Calderdale Royal 
Hospital last week. ISS pays only the minimum 
wage while other nearby hospitals in Bradford, 
Leeds and Doncaster pay £1.28 an hour more.

Many Calderdale workers don’t receive 
weekend enhancements and are on a lower 
night rate.

LONDON AND HALIFAX

Use re-ballot to ramp up 
the pressure on council  
STRIKING Coventry council 
HGV bin drivers began a 
re-ballot this week to renew 
the mandate for further 
action.

The 70 drivers in the Unite 
union have been on all-out 
strike since 31 January in a 
battle over low pay.

The workers’ basic 
rate of pay begins at just 
£22,183 a year. That is far 
below what workers receive 
in the private sector and 
well below pay rates of 
neighbouring councils.

The Labour council 
has refused real talks and 
instead set up a scabbing 
operation.

As well as the issue of 
pay the drivers will also be 
balloted on the bullying 
and harassment they have 
suffered.

The re-ballot ends on 
Monday of next week.

The current strikes are 

due to end on Thursday 
24 March, but should the 
workers back more action, 
strikes will run through the 
spring. 

This will include the local 
elections in May, when 18 of 
Coventry’s councillors will 
be elected.

Unite has to increase 
the pressure. It could call 
mass protests at the scab 
deports, and more days 
of action by other council 
workers.

And, politically Unite 
should make good on its 
threats to stop funding a 
party that is savaging its 
members.
l Coventry bin worker’s strike 
fund: Unity Trust Bank a/c Unite 
WM/7116 Branch Coventry 
Local Government, 
Sort code: 60-83-01 
a/c number: 20302665. 
Messages of support to  
Pete.Randle@unitetheunion.org

COVENTRY

ROUND-UP

lLOCAL government unions 
have rejected a below-inflation 
pay offer for workers in 
Scotland.

Scottish councils bosses’ 
organisation Cosla offered 
a 2 percent increase for 
workers—a real terms pay cut. 

Workers in the GMB, 
Unison and Unite unions are 
demanding an increase of 
£3,000 a year, and a minimum 
pay rate of £12 an hour.

lREFUSE WORKERS in 
Northampton have voted 
to reject a pay offer of just 
2.5 percent and will now vote 
on whether to strike. Over 
70 members of the GMB 

union, who work for refuse 
giant Veolia in the city, face 
a massive cut to their pay as 
inflation continues to rise. 

Workers are also angry that 
their council awarded Veolia 
a 5.5 percent increase in its 
funding.

lAROUND 100 Solihull refuse 
workers have voted to strike 
over pay. The members of the 
GMB union work for outsourcer 
Amey. They are angry that the 
firm has refused to negotiate 
with their chosen union. 

Workers say that a strike 
could have been avoided if 
Amey had given them a decent 
pay offer. 

On strike in 2018
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More action needed 
after Tube success
by SAM ORD

THE LONDON Underground 
(LUL) network was brought 
to its knees by strikes on 
Tuesday and Thursday last 
week.

Around 10,000 workers in 
the RMT union are  fighting 
back against 600 job cuts 
and attacks on pensions and 
working conditions.

Sadie, a gate line  station 
worker ,  to ld  Soc ia l i s t 
Worker, “Job losses are quite 
scary. I work at a busy zone 
one station. 

“Fewer workers won’t be 
able to deal with a rush of 
people, if people fall down 
the stairs or a fight breaks 
out. So much of the time 
 tickets don’t work, we can’t 
leave the gate to be there.”

In November last year, the 
RMT found 76 percent of LUL 
and Transport for London 
(TfL) rail networks staff in 
public facing roles have faced 
violence at work since the 
pandemic began.

Sadie believes job cuts 
will increase this danger to 
 workers. “If people have a go 
at us or drunk people get out 
of hand, when there’s more 
people you feel safer as you’re 

not alone,” she said. Smaller 
stations are already running 
with low staffing levels—they 
could be left alone.”

Thursday’s strike had a 
larger impact than Tuesday’s, 
affecting more lines with 
more workers staying home. 

Des, the vice chair of Finsbury 
Park RMT, told Socialist 
Worker, “Only three or four 
people have booked on to 
work on the Victoria Line. 

“We’ve had donations of 
food, chocolates and £20. 
The majority of the public 

that we’ve spoken to are 
offering solidarity.”

At Oxford Circus station, 
university students unveiled 
a banner reading, “Students 
support the Tube strike.” 

Solidarity has come in 
despite right wing attacks 
from Tories and the press. The 
right wing Telegraph newspa-
per ran an article titled, “The 
enemy underground: how 
‘Putin apologists’ brought 
London to a standstill.” 

Des said, “The right wing 
media are trying to denigrate 
everything we do, the general 
public is ignoring it.”

The RMT members are 
right not to roll over and 
accept these attacks. 

Public transport should 
be accessible and publicly-
funded while offering staff 
good pay and conditions. 
Sadie believes that, if the 
Tube strikes don’t win, it will 
open the gates to more attacks 
on working conditions.

She added, “We’ll all feel 
the impact of it. The union 
need to tell us what’s next. 

“We need to escalate to 
win if that’s what it takes. We 
don’t want two strike days to 
mean nothing.”
lTweet solidarity messages to 
@RMTLondon

SCHOOLS HIGHER EDUCATION

School workers are in  
battles over pensions
AFTER A further three days 
of strikes from Tuesday 
of last week, teachers at 
32 private schools have 
forced management to 
the negotiation table.

The over 1,500 NEU 
union members at the 
Girls Day School Trust 
offered to suspend the 
strikes if bosses agreed to 
Acas arbitration talks. But 
management refused. 

Management was forced 
to U-turn after seeing 
the strike’s strength.

The staff have held six 
strike days to defend the 
Teachers Pension Scheme.

Now NEU members must 
push for more action soon 
and not settle for offers 
below their demands.

nSTAFF AT Ipswich School 
in Suffolk and Prior’s Field 
School in Surrey are set to 
walk out on Tuesday and 

Wednesday of this week in 
a battle to remain in the 
Teachers Pension Scheme.
lMessages of support to craig.
tournay-godfrey@neu.org

nWORKERS AT Forest 
private school in east 
London are striking 
again for three days from 
Tuesday this week.

The NEU members 
are fighting to remain 
in the Teachers Pension 
Scheme and for trade 
union recognition.

The workers previously 
struck for one day forcing 
management to concede 
to teachers staying in 
the pension scheme. 

But the school’s bosses 
want teachers to sign a 
new contract that will 
result in pay cuts.
lJoin the picket line from 7am 
and send solidarity messages 
to paul.phillips@neu.org.uk

PICKETS IN Brixton last week                              Picture: Guy Smallman

Two wins over 
outsourcers  
OUTSOURCED cleaners at 
Facebook headquarters in 
central London have won 
a living wage after over 
a year of campaigning. 

The members of the 
Caiwu union will now be 
paid the London Living 
Wage of £11.05 by their 
employer Churchill Cleaning. 

They have also won 
concessions over workload. 

Workers are clear that 
while some of their demands 
have been met, there is 
still more to fight for. 

The unfair dismissal 
of union rep Guillermo 
Camacho has yet 
to be resolved. 

Cleaners at the British 
Medical Association have 
also won the same benefits 
as staff directly employed 
by the association. 

This will include sick 
pay, 12 percent employers’ 
pension contributions and 
seven days extra holiday.

Action gets results.

Indy march 
raises class
OVER 2,000 people joined 
a march for Scottish 
independence in Paisley last 
Saturday under the slogan 
“Make Poverty History”.

It was the first of 
nine marches across 
Scotland this year. 

In an attempt to link 
independence to wider 
social issues, organisers 
All Under One Banner 
(AUOB) has said each of 
the marches will have a 
theme. The march assembled 
near some of Scotland’s 
most deprived areas.

It’s good to see larger 
numbers on an AUOB march 
and the link to working class 
issues. But independence 
does not guarantee an 
assault on inequality.

The Scottish National 
Party is committed to 
cautious and piecemeal 
reform, not overthrowing 
class divisions.
lRead more at bit.ly/
AUOBinPaisley

Churchill cleaners set 
for new round of strikes
TRAIN cleaners employed 
by outsourcing giant 
Churchill will escalate their 
previous 24-hour strike to 
a 48-hour walk out from 
midnight this Saturday.

The cleaners are fighting 
for £15 an hour and for their 
jobs to be brought inhouse 
by the rail companies that 
employ them. 

They hope this will 
guarantee them fair sick pay 
and free travel.

The RMT members’ action 
will affect Thameslink, 
Southern and Great 
Northern, Southeastern, 
Eurostar and HS1 services.

The first day of strike on 
23 February was the biggest 

strike by cleaners in the 
history of the railways.

RMT general secretary 
Mick Lynch said, “Churchill’s 
treatment of cleaning 
staff who have risked their 
health and safety to work 
throughout the pandemic is 
a disgrace.

“Workers on low pay 
are much worse off now 
than 12 months ago 
and multimillion pound 
contractor Churchill has 
failed to recognise that.”

Workers on the national 
minimum wage are more 
than £1,000 a year worse 
off now than they were 12 
months ago as a result of 
rising inflation.

CLEANERS SCOTLAND

TRANSPENNINE EXPRESS

CLEANERS

TRANSPORT

Conductors keep fighting

New strike dates set 
in university struggle
>>Continued from back page
the Royal College 
of Art (RCA).

Bold local strikes against 
precarity, which is rampant 
at the institution, have meant 
university management 
was forced to retreat. 

Strikers will vote on 
a new package of offers, 
including full employment 
rights for all, and an end 
to zero hour contracts. 

A cap on workloads 
has also been announced. 
The union branch wrote 
on social media, “We 
held the line. We will end 
casualisation and overwork 
at RCA and beyond.” 

RCA strikers won by 
sustained action and a 
refusal to be fobbed off by 
rotten deals. That’s a lesson 
for the national dispute.

Some university 
managements are hungry to 
attack workers even more.

Staffordshire University 

is trying to bring in a 
two-tier workforce. New 
staff will be put in a 
“wholly owned” subsidiary 
company.  Bosses hope they 
can use this to impose a 
worse deal for workers.

Meanwhile in further 
education, workers took 
part in a protest this week 
in support of Nina Doran, 
sacked UCU branch liaison 
officer at City of Liverpool 
college. Nina has been 
targeted and victimised by 
the college for her activism. 

Up to 40 activists from the 
college, Liverpool university 
and Liverpool John Moores 
University joined a rally 
in solidarity with Nina. 

The stakes in education 
are very high. The UCU 
leaders have to be 
pressured not to back off. 
lFor a full list of which 
universities are on strike and 
on which days, go to bit.ly/
UCUstrikes22

TRANSPENNINE Express 
(TPE) conductors continue 
to walk out for pay each 
Sunday after announcing 
several more strike dates.

Sunday of last week was 
the fourth day of action 
alongside action short of a 
strike. The RMT union which 
represents the workers 
revealed that TPE’s owners 
have taken out dividends 
worth £30 million from 
their rail empire whilst 
denying workers a pay rise. 

TPE bosses are also 
waiting for the transport 
secretary’s permission to pay 
out a further £33 million.

FirstGroup which operates 

TPE is back to profiteering 
as usual says the RMT. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Lynch said, “If you 
want to see an example of 
gross injustice, compare 
the treatment of essential 
key workers on the railways 
with the frankly revolting 
profiteering from the owners 
of Transpennine Express.”

He added, “Managers 
intone piously about 
disruption to passengers, 
but their companies are 
leeching millions out of our 
railways with the connivance 
of a callous government.”

Workers must be prepared 
to escalate their battle.
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 ESCALATE THE FIGHT 
AGAINST THE FAT CATS
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

POLITICS IS currently 
dominated by the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. But 
behind politicians’ talk of 
“national unity”, the Tories 
are pressing ahead with 
vicious class attacks.

Despite this, the Labour 
Party and the media have 
dropped their  outrage 
over Boris Johnson and his 
 lockdown parties.

Labour leader Keir Starmer 
made a speech on Johnson’s 
failings last weekend, but 
didn’t demand he resign.

And the press is no 
longer interested in whether 
Johnson will  receive a 
 penalty notice from the cops 
or whether he must go.

Ordinary people can’t 
ignore the Tory assaults. The 
price of food, rent and energy 
bills are soaring. 

L a s t  S a t u r d a y  t h e 
People’s Assembly organised 
 demonstrations over the cost 
of living.

Rosie attended the event 
in London and told Socialist 
Worker, “My energy bill has 
doubled. It wasn’t even that 
the price crept up—January 
to March was a big increase.

“The war will make energy 
bills even worse, and people 
are profiting from it. 

I know it’s partly to do 
with wholesale prices—but 
it’s not all to do with whole-
sale prices. People are making 

money from it.” Another pro-
tester, Lloyd, added, “I’ve 
been on a couple of these pro-
tests before. 

“What can you do when 
you can’t rely on any of the 
politicians? You come out on 
the streets and be part of the 

crowd.
“As soon as the war starts 

to hit oil and gas prices we’ll 
foot the bill.

“British companies still 
have gas to export.

“Why would they sell it 
here at cost when they can 

make more money selling it 
elsewhere? Only when it’s 
nationalised is it going to 
stop.”

There are warnings energy 
bills could rise further to up 
to £3,000 annually according 
to estimates by Energy UK.

Energy UK’s chief execu-
tive Emma Pinchbeck said on 
BBC 4’s Today programme, 
“I think, with what we’re 
seeing in Ukraine and in the 
oil and gas markets, we’re 
now expecting those to go 
up further.

“We’ve seen public figures 
quoting bills at around £3,000 
in October. We know they’ll 
be around £2,000 from April 
when the price cap goes up.”

In a recent poll by AgeUK, 
62 percent of people aged 
over 65 worry about how 
they will heat their homes—
the equivalent of 7.8 million 
pensioners. 

The average price of 
petrol hit records high last 
Wednesday. For the first 
time prices reached £1.50 per 
litre. Diesel also rose to £1.56 
per litre. 

Prices in shops rose at the 
fastest rate in a decade in 
February.

Several charities have said 
they may have to reduce the 
size of foodbank packages or 
even turn people away. 

Chancellor Rishi Sunak 
is pushing forward with an 
increase in National Insurance 
for most workers from 1 April.

And the Joseph Rowntree 
F o u n d a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s 
planned real-term cuts to 
benefits in April could put 
around 400,000 people into 
poverty.

But one group will not be 
finding April hard. MPs will 
collect a pay rise of more 
than £2,200 a year from 
1 April. That’s over twice 
as much as they axed from 
people on Universal Credit. 

MPs’ pay will increase 
from £81,932 to £84,144. 
And there are fat expenses 
and extras for ministers.

PROTESTERS IN London last week call for more resistance to the Tories—and rising bills

University strikers set to return to picket lines for pay and pensions fight 
AFTER SEVERAL waves 
of strikes university 
workers will head back 
onto pickets for another 
round of action. 

The UCU union 
announced on Friday 
that two waves of strikes 
by different universities 
are planned for March. 

From Monday 21 March 
to Friday 25 March, 36 
universities will strike. 
From Monday 28 March 
to Friday 1 April, 29 
universities will strike. 

Strikes will be over cuts 
to the USS pension scheme 
and over workload, 
pay, casualisation and 
inequalities—known 
as the four fights. 

All branches will also 
be reballoted on whether 
they will strike next term. 

The announcement 
of the ten days of action 
is a welcome step and 
testament to the rank 
and file activists who 
pushed for escalation. 
But separating the fights 

and having branches 
strike at different times 
will weaken the strike.

Also missing from the 
discussion, coming from 
the top of the union, is how 
to deal with threats to dock 
100 percent of workers’ 
pay if they refuse to 
reschedule missed lessons. 

Threats of regional 
action, which were floated 
as an option by general 
secretary Jo Grady, would 
likely not be enough to 
fend off these attacks. 

In response to pay 
docking, several branches 
have promised to 
donate to those workers 
who could lose pay. 

This fresh wave of 
strikes should be built 
as big as possible. 

But those inside the 
union should not stop 
pushing for coordinated 
national all-out strikes. 

The announcement 
of strike dates was 
boosted by a win at
>>Continued on page 19Strikers picketing at King’s College London Picture: Guy Smallman
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