OPEN THE BORDERS TO ALL REFUGEES

MARCH THIS WEEKEND
London l Glasgow l Cardiff l See standuptoracism.org.uk for details
Escaping Ukraine—Why the Tories can’t disguise their contempt for people
fleeing war and persecution >>Page 7
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IN RUSSIA

IN BRITAIN

WAR IN UKRAINE

Nato escalation
can only lead to
greater horrors
A TERRIFYING escalation of
the Ukraine war threatens
even further horrors. As well
as continuing Russian assaults,
Nato continues its escalation.
Russian bombs hit a military
base in Ukraine just ten miles
from the border with Nato
member Poland on Sunday.

>>Page 3

WAR IN UKRAINE

THEIR WAR

lNO TO RUSSIA’S UKRAINE INVASION
lNO MILITARY ESCALATION BY NATO
lFIGHT IMPERIALISM EVERYWHERE

There is an
alternative to
intervention
IS IT possible to oppose
the Russian invasion of
Ukraine without backing
western intervention? In
which case, what should
we do instead to stop the
invasion? Charlie Kimber
looks at the potential
for ordinary people to
undermine the war.

>>Page 4
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Sanctions push
Russia towards
social crisis
ECONOMIC embargoes
mostly hit poor people, report
socialists in Russia. Prices
of basic goods jumped the
first week, with food seeing
one of the biggest rises.
Some shops are restricting
the sales of essential items.

>>Page 8
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘Russian Tik Tok
influencers paid
to spread Kremlin
propaganda’

Vice news headline on Russian
media bias

‘White House
briefs social media
influencers on
Ukraine crisis’
Helpful CNN news headline on
righteous information from the
US government

‘Things could
have been even
worse if voters
hadn’t rejected
Corbyn’

Dominic Sandbrook gets
excited in the Daily Mail
fantasising that Corbyn would
have backed Russia

‘Freedom blue and
energising yellow
is the new black’
Elle magazine on Paris fashion
week, while its astrologer
has predicted how long the
invasion will last

‘This proves
that Black Lives
really do matter.
Because a wider
European War
will kill practically
all the white
people’
Giles Coren in The Times fights
in a crowded field to be the
worst commentator on Ukraine

TROUBLEMAKER

Share prices rise up for
masters of warmongering
FOREIGN SECRETARY Liz Truss
said Britain needed to increase its
defence spending—and the financial markets responded with glee.
One stockbroker salivated, “The move
to 2 percent of GDP spent on defence
could trigger a 25 percent growth
in non-US Nato members’ budgets,
which may translate into as much as a
40-50 percent growth in procurement
spend over the next five years.”
On the day Russia invaded last
week, BAE announced 2021 revenue
up £200 million to £19.5 billion and
operating profit £459 million higher at
£2.4 billion.
The company makes equipment from
tanks to submarines, and electronic
warfare systems to cyber-intelligence kit.
Babcock, the civil nuclear contractor,
is a major aerospace and supplier of
weapons, warships and submarine
launch systems. It owns the Devonport
and Rosyth dockyards.
In December half-year revenue was
8.2 percent higher at £2.22 billion and it

also recorded a £75.4 million profit. The
Times newspaper’s advice was “buy”
Internationally Raytheon
Technologies, the US defence giant
is also surging. It makes the Stinger
ground-to-air missile that Germany
has pledged to supply to Ukrainian
forces and has seen its share price
increase more than 10 percent since
the invasion began.
Lockheed Martin, the maker of
the F-35 fighter jet, advanced more
than 5.4 percent. The company, with
Raytheon, is the manufacturer of the
Patriot missile defence system.
Northrop Grumman, leading
manufacturer of attack and surveillance
drones, saw its stock rise 7 percent last
Monday, after rising 3 percent since the
Ukrainian war began.
Huntington Ingalls Industries, the
largest US military shipbuilder, is up over
7 percent.
In a remarkable show of fairness
some companies, including Raytheon,
also supply Russian aircraft makers.

l

IF THE Russians attack Croydon they are
in trouble. Chris Philp, a Tory minister, has
said he would fight “in the streets” if his Croydon
South constituency was attacked. Philp, who
was a businessman before becoming an MP and
technology minister, said, “If somebody was attacking
Croydon, the place I represent, if somebody was
bombing Croydon University Hospital, I tell you what,
I would be in the streets defending my hospital.
I’d be in the streets defending my town and my
neighbours as Ukrainians are quite rightly doing.”
Vladimir Putin—Croydon South has its eye on you.

Get in
touch with
Socialist
Worker

Chris Philp

prodigy, who was due
to make his debut with
the Montreal Symphony
Orchestra, was cancelled
despite him being
outspoken against
the war in Ukraine
In the world of
high culture the same
is happening. The
Strictly professionals
are reportedly divided
on whether the
show’s Russian stars
should appear.
Russian natives Katya
Jones and Luba Mushtuk,
are under pressure from
the Sun newspaper which
claims there is disquiet
among the dancers.
In happier news Brew
Dog have launched a beer
called United for Ukraine.

@

OIL AND gas multinationals are
preparing for a profits bonanza as
prices soar due to shortages caused by
sanctions and war. BP and Shell were
already on course to make a combined
profit of £40 billion this year.
That will be much more now oil
prices are soaring higher. In 2020 Shell
did not pay any tax in Britain, the only
country in which it operates where
it didn’t. In fact Shell grabbed nearly
£100 million from taxpayers in rebates.

A STARK reminder of the likely
consequences of further dependence
on oil and gas came from the International
Energy Agency last week. It reported
that greenhouse gas emissions had
shown the biggest ever annual increase
in 2021. The global energy watchdog
found that energy‑related carbon
dioxide emissions, which make up the
bulk of greenhouse gases, had risen
by 6 percent in 2021 to 36.3 billion
tonnes, their highest-ever level.

l

Tchaikovsky, Tolstoy and
Strictly are all casualties
CARDIFF Philharmonic
Orchestra has spiked the
Russian composer Pyotr
Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
from its forthcoming
programme because of
the war in Ukraine.
The entire programme,
including the 1812
Overture, has been
abandoned because
it involves, you
know, Russians.
Netflix has pulled
four television series,
including its adaptation
of Leo Tolstoy’s classic
Anna Karenina.
Maybe that is their
revenge for Tolstoy
being a pacifist who
died 112 years before
the Ukraine invasion.
A Russian piano
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British racist border
controls are here to stay
IT’S NOT just in Ukraine
that you can see
discrimination against
black people fleeing
the war. A black British
medical student who
fled Ukraine was left
“inconsolable” after her
treatment by British
immigration officials.
Zimbabwean-born
Korrine Sky said that she
was lunged at and had a
gun aimed at her when she
attempted to make it to
the Romanian border out
of Ukraine.
But after arriving at
London Luton Airport,
she and her partner were
treated “like animals”
as they sat in a cubicle
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area without explanation.
Korrine tweeted, “I was
inconsolable because
after everything we’ve
been through just to come
‘home’ and be treated
like this. I’ve honestly had
enough. The treatment
of black people fleeing
Ukraine has honestly been
disgusting at every point.
I’m so tired of being strong
I’m at my breaking point.”
When they arrived at
the front of the queue for
border security in London
Luton airport, she was
questioned and then
moved to a room where
they sat for hours.
Eventually, they were
grudgingly allowed in.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

Brutal regime
kills war
opponents
BORIS JOHNSON was
preparing this week
for a goodwill visit to
Saudi Arabia—just after
the regime beheaded a
record 81 people in one
day last Saturday.
This exceeded the total
number killed in all of last
year. All had been “found
guilty of committing
multiple heinous crimes’’
and holding “deviant
beliefs” the official Saudi
Press Agency reported.
It said they included
people linked to Yemen’s
Houthi rebel forces
or “other terrorist
organisations”.
Backed by the West,
and British-made
weaponry in particular,
Saudi Arabia leads a
military coalition that has
been fighting in Yemen
since 2015.
“Just last week the
Crown Prince told
journalists he plans
to modernise Saudi
Arabia’s criminal justice
system, only to order the
largest mass execution
in the country’s history,”
campaign group Reprieve
said. “There are prisoners
of conscience on Saudi
death row, and others
arrested as children or
charged with non-violent
crimes. We fear for every
one of them following
this brutal display of
Mohammed
impunity.”bin Salman
Saudi Arabia’s last
mass execution was in
January 2016, when the
kingdom executed 47
people.
US president Joe Biden
has made noises about
pressure on Saudi Arabia
to be less repressive.
He declassified an
intelligence report
concluding that its ruler
Mohammed bin Salman
was responsible for the
2018 killing of Jamal
Khashoggi.
But now the US and
Britain are begging Saudi
Arabia to cooperate over
boosting oil production
to make up for the
withdrawal of Russia’s
supply.
So don’t expect
Johnson or the US to
demand action over the
Saudi horror.
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Nato escalation can only
lead to greater horrors
by CHARLIE KIMBER

A TERRIFYING escalation of
t h e U k ra i n e w a r t h re a t e n s
even further horrors. As well
as c ontinuing brutal Russian
assaults on Ukrainian cities,
Nato continues its escalation.
Russian missiles smashed into a
Ukrainian military base just ten miles
from the border with Nato member
Poland on Sunday.
A small miscalculation could have
triggered a much broader war. The
base in Lviv has previously hosted
“military trainers” from Britain, the
US and other countries.
Nato says they aren’t in Ukraine
anymore—almost certainly a lie.
Russian deputy foreign minister
Sergei Ryabkov also threatened to
target Nato arms convoys.
The US Congress agreed a huge
new budget for the military last
week.
For federal spending up to
30 September, it hands the military
£594 billion while earmarking only
£550 billion for domestic spending.

Pentagon

Almost all Democrats and
Republicans backed the bill. The
Pentagon military budget is already
higher than at the peak of the
Vietnam War or Cold War. And it
is higher than the next 11 countries
combined.
Republicans boasted that they had
defeated any push to cut money for
weapons and soldiers and kept in
place their pet measures such as the
Hyde Amendment.
This bans federal funding for most
abortions.
The US, which has already
funnelled £270 million in weapons
to Ukraine in a fortnight has now
authorised another £155 million in
military equipment.
The British former Chief of Defence

NATO TROOPS from the US and Britain take part in an exercise in 2016

Staff Lord Richards said last weekend
that Nato should set a deadline for
Russia to end the Ukraine war, after
which it would intervene.
“We need to get ahead of the game,
be more self-confident,” he said.
That’s another recipe for potential
nuclear war.
A group of 27 US military and
foreign policy establishment figures
released an open letter last week.
It calls for a version of a
much‑hyped plan to send Polish M
 ig
jets to fight in Ukraine.
Its signatories included people
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associated with the recent bloodsoaked past of US imperialism.
Among them are Lieutenant General
Ben Hodges, former commanding general of the US Army in
Europe and former Supreme Allied
Commander Europe, retired general
Philip Breedlove.
They urge Biden “to impose a
limited no-fly zone over Ukraine
starting with protection for
humanitarian corridors”.
Again this is almost inevitably a route towards a direct war
between Nato and Russia with all the

horrendous outcomes that means.
It’s more important than ever that
the anti‑war movement speaks out
clearly.
It has to be against the Russian
invasion and all Nato escalation.
It must be against the economic
warfare of sanctions and against the
murderous record of imperialism that
is the backdrop to the present war.



On other pages...

Ukraine—the shadow of 2014 on
today’s war >>Page 14&15

SNP backs stepping up war
THE SCOTTISH National Party
or defensively. It’s a shift from
(SNP) is playing a wholly
1999 when the party leadership
pro‑imperialist role. First minister
came under brutal establishment
Nicola Sturgeon said last week
assault for calling Nato’s bombing
Nato should “keep its mind open”
of Yugoslavia an “unpardonable
about imposing a no-fly zone and
folly”.
it should be considered “on a daily
The SNP has backed Nato
basis”.
since 2012. It is also
She said, “I
now determined to
understand and share
follow the lead of the
the concerns about
European Union as
a direct military
an “alternative” to
confrontation between
Westminster.
Russia and Nato, that a
Sturgeon says she
no-fly zone may lead to.
wants Trident missiles
“Nobody wants to
out of Scotland but
see an escalation of that
is happy to urge on
nature. But on the other
measures that could
hand, Putin is not acting
see war with nuclear
Nicola Sturgeon
in any way rationally
weapons over Ukraine.
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Trapped
Ukrainians
vow to fight
invasion
IN A report for Socialist
Worker, Alberto Torres
spoke to people unable
to leave Ukraine but
determined to resist.
The Ukrainian city of Odessa,
once the site of important
workers’ battles during the
1917 Bolshevik revolution, was
until recently a bustling port
city.
Now it is empty, everything
is closed and life stands still.
Those who remain are
in mainly men barred from
fleeing Ukraine, pensioners
who don’t have the means
or support to leave, and the
few people and families who
decided to stay.
Everyone has told Irina to
leave but she has stayed.
Her situation is not as dire
as other Ukrainians in the
parallel city of Mariupol, largely
flattened by bombings and
facing a humanitarian crisis.
It is moving to hear of
people choosing to stay in
Ukraine. “If everyone leaves,
we will not have a country to
return to” is a phrase that is
heard often.
Irina tells me she is now
able to sleep with the sound of
explosions.
She tells me, “People with
bare hands go to the tanks and
are ready to fight for their land,
for their country. The spirit of
Ukrainians is strong, despite
the fact that the number of
army is less than that of the
enemy.
“Many of my acquaintances
went to the territorial
defence of Odessa and they
understand that it could cost
them their lives.
“My family and I are
determined to fight if
necessary, we have Molotov
cocktails ready.”

Stop the War
teach-in

WAR IN UKRAINE
CAUSES AND
CONSEQUENCES
Sat 26 March,
12 noon-4pm,
Mary Ward House,
5-7 Tavistock Place,
London WC1H 9SN
For details and to register
go to bit.ly/STW26March
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Ukraine—
there is an
alternative
to Nato
intervention
by CHARLIE KIMBER

“SO IF you don’t want Nato to
use its power and weapons,
how are you going to stop the
Russians? You’re letting the
killers win.”
That’s a question that anyone
who opposes Western escalation in
Ukraine must have faced.
And it’s a real issue in the face
of the bloody reality of Russian
assaults on Kiev, Kharkiv, Mariupol
and elsewhere.
The first reply is that the genuine
horrors of Vladimir Putin’s invasion
are no reason to escalate to an even
more appalling war.
Nato’s increasingly aggressive
demands and its arms shipments
threaten a reckless march towards
a wider conflict that could be fought
with nuclear weapons.
In July 1939, just before the
start of the Second World War, the
Russian revolutionary Leon Trotsky
said, “The programmes of the
present governments, seem now as
child’s play on the sloping side of a
volcano before an eruption.”
That echoes through Europe and
globally now. Every day there are
pointers to how the war can surge
to new terrors.
Jens Stoltenberg, Nato’s
secretary‑general, warned Russia
that attacks on Western supply lines
to Ukraine would represent an esca‑
lation. “Putin wants less Nato, he’s
g etting more Nato,” Stoltenberg
added.
But the argument not to make
matters worse isn’t the whole
answer. We do want Putin to
fail—and to be overthrown—but it
depends how that happens.

Bloodbaths

It’s no victory if it simply entrenches
the power of US imperialism
that has been—and is—such a
murderous force.
We do not want the outcome to
encourage more bloodbaths, such as
the US wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
US imperialist backing for
Ukraine will not defend its inde‑
pendence. The US’s support for
Kurdish forces in Syria, for exam‑
ple, has not brought liberation.

Starmer rushes to be
seen with Nato tanks

BACK STORY

People opposing escalation
of the war in Ukraine must
be ready with alternatives to
direct Western intervention
lNato sending forces into
Ukraine will escalate fighting to
new levels and risks a nuclear war
lThe Russian anti-war
movement has the potential to
turn the war into a class battle
against Putin
lResistance by ordinary
Ukrainians can undermine the war

That’s because the US is interested
in furthering its own imperialist
interests, not freedom—and to do
that it will support local forces only
to drop them at a later point.
A central element of a positive
outcome has to be the Russian
anti‑war movement, which needs
to grow and combine hatred of the
war with all the other areas of work‑
ing class discontent.

Discontented

Socialists in Russia have written
powerfully about the need to intro‑
duce “revolutionary slogans and
demands into the protests”.
And to direct “the discontented
towards not just stopping the war,
but towards turning the imperialist
war into a class war”.
There can be a moment when
fear changes sides, when the cops
are suddenly terrified of those they
habitually beat and jail. Certainly
the anti-war protesters are already
breaking free from intimidation.
The West may say it celebrates
revolts against Putin. But in reality
they are a challenge to them as well
because they raise a refusal to back
imperialist slaughter.
In the same way the Russian pro‑
tests against the First World War
in 1917 were gleefully seized on
by German generals. But then the
anti-war mood sparked revolution
in their country too.
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Meet the firms already making
huge profits from war >>Page 2

PRESIDENT PUTIN fears anti-war students, such as these in St Petersburg being arrested last week

Resistance in Russia and Ukraine
can drive back the imperialists
AND IT’S not just anti-war
agitation that can hurt Putin.
There was an example of the
potential for struggle last week.
Some workers at the large Gemont
factory in Nizhnekamsk struck.
The mostly Turkish migrants
workers’ wages are indexed to the
exchange rate between the dollar
and the rouble. The collapse of
the rouble caused their pay to
nosedive, so they walked out.
According to the Russian
newspaper Business Gazetta,
instead of the state bearing
down on the strikers, bosses
immediately agreed to at least
partly compensate workers for
their losses.
That could suggest a reluctance
to engage in class battles at a time
when there is discontent brewing
over the war.
There are cheering historical
examples of what happens when
Russian leaders lose wars. Defeat
in the Russo-Japanese war led
to the 1905 revolution. The
shattering reverses in the First
World War fuelled the revolution
of February 1917.

There is an alternative to more war

Defeat in Afghanistan in the was
one of the elements weakening the
Soviet Union and encouraging the
1989 collapse of Eastern Europe.
One factor in all those examples
was disaffection and mutiny in the
armed forces.
Again, nobody should rely too
much on fragmentary reports
during a war. But there are
repeated accounts of Russian
soldiers abandoning the war in
Ukraine, sabotaging their own
vehicles, and telling their families
about the horrors they face.
In the same way that rebellion

hit the US military in Vietnam,
spreading disaffection would fatally
undermine the Ukraine invasion.
It would rock Putin but be
separate from any Nato manoeuvres.
What about in Ukraine itself?
We have seen protests in Kherson
and other occupied areas. Here
masses of ordinary people
confront, but also argue with and
fraternise with the Russian soldiers
with the aim of turning them
against the war.
Such opposition, free from Nato
control, will be crucial in the longer
term even if Russia does achieve
some sort of military conquest.
While US imperialism won’t
bring any real independence,
liberation can come from below.
Finally there is the role of the
anti-war movement in the Nato
countries.
Every march and protest, every
link with wider class struggle,
will make it harder for the US to
spread its control and turn Ukraine
into a vassal state.
This imposes a responsibility on
us to agitate and organise for such
revolt.

LABOUR’S hope
to be seen as the
most pro‑war party
reached new heights
last week as Keir
Starmer and shadow
defence secretary
John Healey visited
Nato troops in the
Baltic state of Estonia.
Starmer was on
a mission to drive
home his party’s
unconditional support
for Nato—even if that
means a far wider war.
The Labour leader
met with Estonia’s
defence minister as
well the colonel that
commands the Nato
“Enhanced Forward
Presence” in the
country.
In a carefully
choreographed
photoshoot at the
Tapa military base
Starmer had himself
pictured speaking to
soldiers in front of a
tank specially draped
in his hallmark union
jack flag.
And, habitually
Starmer offered
support to the Tories,
saying this was “no
time for party politics.”
“We are talking to
the troops about their
operations and taking
the opportunity to
thank them for the
work they are doing,”

DOUBLE STANDARDS ON
‘BRAVE’ ANTI-WAR PROTEST

F
Only thing Starmer likes more than flags is tanks

he told reporters.
He added that
Labour wants
to express its
“unshakeable
commitment to Nato”.
It’s telling that the
only difference that
Starmer has with the
government is that
he finds its sanctions
against Russia are
“too slow” and don’t
go far enough.

Sanctions

Starmer said, “I
support what they
(the Tories) are doing
and we voted for
these sanctions to go
through, but we do
want a Government
to go further and
faster, and not be so
slow.
“At the moment
the most immediate

and important thing is
that we have the most
effective sanctions
in place not just to
isolate Russia but to
cripple Russia’s ability
to function.”
Far from an
alternative to war
sanctions can be a
softening-up exercise
designed as a
precursor to military
intervention.
Healey has said he
expected to see a “big
boost to defence” in
the Tory budget next
week and that the
government “must
respond to increased
threats to our security
in Europe”.
Labour’s support for
Nato expansion and
aggression is a call for
war escalation.
Sam Ord

Extinction Rebellion links
climate change to wars
CLIMATE
campaigners
Extinction Rebellion
(XR) plan to block
oil refineries to “stop
the harm at the
source” next month.
Alongside the
Just Stop Oil group,
which blockaded the
glitzy Bafta awards
last Sunday, XR will
use non-violent
direct action tactics
to stop the flow of
fossil fuels.
In a statement the
group made explicit
the link between the
war in Ukraine and
the climate crisis.
A member of the
Plan B legal action
group that plan to
join the blockades,
said, “The Ukraine
conflict and the
climate crisis
have the same
underlying cause—
the imperialist

WHAT WE THINK

It’s right to rebel

pursuit of land and
resources for profit,
concentrating power
in the hands of toxic
individuals and
corporations.”
XR is right to
draw links between
imperialism and
climate change,
and it is right to
target the fossil
fuel infrastructure
that is driving us to
disaster.
Socialists must be
ready to stand with

XR if it comes under
attack from the state
and the media.
A mass movement
against the fossil
fuel industry has
the power to shut it
down for good.
Calling on oil
refinery workers
to join them on
the blockades, and
defending their
interests in better,
greener jobs will
make protests more
powerful.
The action comes
as XR prepares for
its latest rebellion—
to end fossil fuel
investments.
It is set to begin
on Saturday 9 April
and the group says
it will be “disruptive
and impossible to
ignore.”
Sophie Squire

For more information go
to bit.ly/XRfor0422

OR THOSE in power,
some anti-war protests
are good, and some are
bad. For the Tories the
good included the stand
taken by Russian news editor
Marina Ovsyannikova.
She courageously disrupted the
Channel One news programme
holding a sign that read, “No war,
stop the war, don’t believe the
propaganda. They are lying to you
here.”
The broadcast quickly cut out as
she shouted, “No to War.”
Tory cabinet minister Nadine
Dorries described Ovsyannikova
as “brave”.That’s not the general
government line on such protests.
It certainly wasn’t in 1988 when
a group of lesbians disrupted the
BBC 6pm news in a protest over
the homophobic Section 28 law.
The mainstream thought it was
wonderful that the newsreader
had sat on one of the protesters.
And on the same day that
Ovsyannikova spoke out,
protesters in London occupied the
empty mansion linked to a Russian
oligarch and declared that it would
now belong to Ukrainian refugees.
They certainly weren’t described
as “brave” by the Tories.
They were condemned as
squatters, arrested and had

riot cops called on them. Nor
will the Tories rally round Julian
Assange who is facing extradition
to the US for his part in his
exposing imperialist war crimes
in Afghanistan and Iraq. As
Ovsyannikova made her protest
the Supreme Court ruled Assange
could not appeal against a decision
to extradite him.
Now it is up to home secretary
Priti Patel to decide if he will be
delivered to the vengeance of US
warmongers.
Ministers are even finding new
areas to purge of dissent, with
a campaign against supposedly
pro‑Putin university lecturers.
Education secretary Nadhim
Zahawi warned anyone defined
as on Vladimir Putin’s side would
be cracked down on “hard”.The

‘‘

Tory ministers
are now even
finding new
areas to purge of
anti-war dissent

examples cited of unacceptable
views included a Leicester
University academic who had
criticised “ludicrous disinformation
on both sides”.
Such double standards are
embedded in the great outrage of
a government that pretends to like
Russian anti-war rebellion while it
rams through parliament a police
bill that will outlaw many effective
protests.
It’s part of the wider hypocrisy
that champions resistance to
imperialism in Ukraine but
demonises it when its in Palestine
or Yemen.
And that reflects a hypocrisy
that says invasion is a war crime
when it’s done by Russia, but
is a campaign of freedom and
liberation when it’s done by the
West in the Middle East.
Understanding the Tories’
stinking hypocrisy should not lead
to lining up behind Putin.
It means standing with
Ovsyannikova—who was jailed
after her protest—and those who
confront Western imperialism as
well.
Ovsyannikova left a
prerecorded message—“Only we
have the power to stop all this. Go
to the protests.” That’s the way
forward East and West.

FIGHT THE WAR AT HOME

T

HERE’S A war in Ukraine,
but there’s an economic
war at home as well. Official
wage figures released on Tuesday
confirmed the assault on working
class living standards continues.
Basic pay “rose” 3.8 percent in
the three months to January—well
behind the present 7.8 percent
RPI inflation rate. So workers are
actually seeing a 4 percent fall in
their pay.
The government’s preferred
measure of inflation, CPI, is lower

at 5.5 percent. But it doesn’t take
into account housing-related costs.
And the squeeze is set to get
much worse. Prices of basic goods
are soaring.
Last month the Bank of England
forecast CPI will hit 7.25 percent
in April.That would mean the real
figure would be 10 percent or
more.
These latest pay figures are
entirely in line with a forecast from
the Centre for Economics and
Business Research. It predicted

that living standards will fall by a
record 4.8 percent this year.
That would be equivalent to
£2,553 per household.
And it’s not all about the
pandemic or surging oil and gas
prices.The Office for National
Statistics says a third of households
were spending more than their
income even before Covid struck.
Instead of rallying behind the
government over the war, Labour
and the unions should be fighting
to defend workers’ living standards.

socialistworker.co.uk

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red
and get the latest news every day.
For updates and analysis on the stories that matter
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Our new website brings together stories of
struggles the mainstream won’t report. It
helps you find socialist meetings, protests
and strikes—and the Marxist ideas and
activism to change the world.
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Alain Krivine—a
resolute revolutionary
EVEN AT this tragic historical moment, I was saddened
to learn of the death at the age of 80 of the French
revolutionary leader Alain Krivine. For me he always
represented the indomitable spirit of the great revolt
by French workers and students in May 1968.
Krivine’s life touched most of the great dramas of the
20th century. His family were Ukrainian Jews who fled the
antisemitic pogroms in the Tsarist Empire to France.
As a child he was hidden from the Nazi occupation in
the French countryside. As a teenager, he joined the youth
wing of the French Communist Party, which dominated the
workers’ movement.
But Krivine soon was at odds with the party leadership,
who refused to support Algeria’s war of independence
against France. He joined a secret organisation, Jeune
resistance (Young Resistance), which encouraged French
conscripts to desert.
He drew close to French Trotskyists of the Fourth
International who strongly supported the Algerian freedom
struggle.
In 1966 Krivine and his comrades were expelled from the
Communist student organisation. They set up the Jeunesse
Communiste Révolutionnaire (Revolutionary Communist
Youth), which played a central role in the great student
revolt against the regime of President Charles de Gaulle in
May 1968.
The government’s attempt to crush the student barricades
on the Paris Left Bank sparked off the biggest general strike
in West European history as workers occupied their factories.
As the British revolutionary David Widgery recalled ten
years later, “It was as if an international political pageant was
being acted out—the ideas we had treasured in pamphlets
and argued about in tiny pub back rooms were now roaming,
alive, three dimensional. Marxism had come out of the cold.
“The simple lessons of 1968 were simple to read off and
important to re-emphasise. The working class… remained,
when the chips were down, decisive.”
I remember many years later watching a film of Krivine
with two fellow leaders of the JCR, Daniel Bensaïd and Henri
Weber, at the height of the revolt. I thought to myself how
young and happy they looked.

Crest

Of course, at the crest of a struggle, it’s easy to be a
revolutionary. The task is to remain a revolutionary when
struggle dwindles. Weber—a brilliant intellectual—failed
that test, and later became a social democrat. But Krivine
and Bensaïd persisted till their deaths.
The Communist Party struck a deal with De Gaulle’s prime
minister, Georges Pompidou, and managed eventually to
end the general strike. The JCR was banned but revived as
the Ligue Communiste (Communist League).
This was banned in turn in 1973 for organising a big
antifascist protest. It became the Ligue Communiste
Révolutionnaire (LCR), which in 2009 expanded into the
New Anticapitalist Party (NPA).
Until close to his retirement in the mid-2000s Krivine was
the Ligue’s main spokesperson. He ran for president a couple
of times and served a term in the European Parliament.
He was a tireless speaker for the far left internationally.
I think the last time I met him was in Athens in 2010 when
he, David Harvey, and I were among the speakers at the
Marxism Festival organised by the Greek Socialist Workers
Party.
Krivine was in the thick of all the struggles of workers and
other groups of oppressed people in France. But above all he
strove to build the Ligue.
I remember one of his fellow members of the Fourth
International saying that he could be relied on endlessly to
travel around the country, speaking at often small meetings,
and sleeping on comrades’ sofas.
When I think of Krivine, I remember the title of his old
comrade Bensaïd’s autobiography. Translated, it means
“The Slow Impatience”. In other words, revolutionaries like
Krivine live for the overthrow of capitalism and an end to all
the horrors and suffering it creates.
But even if the moment doesn’t come in time—and Krivine
was lucky to get a glimpse in May 1968—they work tirelessly
to sustain a movement that can finally help free us all.

Giving Polish Mig-29 jets to Ukraine, alongside calls for a no fly zone, would mark a serious escalation

Ukraine no-fly zone would
be a disastrous escalation
by SIMON BASKETTER

THE WAR hungry
politicians make it sound
like imposing a no-fly
zone is something passive
that ends violence rather
than escalating a war.
But at the very least to get
control of the skies, forces
have to face down or shoot
down planes and bomb air
defences and airfields.
US military strategy
is based on gaining and
maintaining air superiority,
which gives ground forces the
freedom from attack—and the
freedom to attack.
To establish a no-fly zone
presumes air supremacy—
that means not only control of the air, but also the
elimination of threats to air
operations from the ground.
Air power is often seen as
the solution to all military
challenges.
It was re-invigorated by
the lopsided victory in 1991’s
Operation Desert Storm. The
US defeated Iraq initially and
used air power to massacre
retreating troops.
But it doesn’t always work.
The US bombed Vietnam to
the point of destruction but
lost the war.
No-fly zones do not protect
non-combatants within reach
of a dictator bent on killing
them.
Four no-fly zones have been

established—two in Iraq, one
in Bosnia and one in Libya. In
each case the situation was
made worse by intervention.
In Iraq, after Gulf war in
1991, Saddam Hussein was
able to put down revolts
among the Shia in Basra
and the Kurds in northern
Iraq with the West’s passive
acceptance.
At that point they wanted
to punish Hussein rather than
see him overthrown.
But once that was secure,
as Kurdish civilians headed

Saddam Husseini

Lessons from the Balkans
AT THE end of the
1980s, various leaders
in Yugoslavia attempted
to head off a wave of
workers’ resistance by
stirring up tensions
between the ethnic
groups in the country.
They managed
to drag the country
into a civil war.
The first combat
missions in Nato’s
history were part of a
so-called “humanitarian
intervention” to save
these civilians.
The intervention was
divided into two phases.
The first was over
Bosnia, Operation Deny
Flight, between 1993 and

1995. This implemented
a no-fly zone. Next
came Operation Allied
Force in 1999. Britain
and the US bombed
Serbia for 78 days,
supposedly to protect
civilians in Kosovo.
More than 9,300
combat sorties hit
military targets—but
they also managed to
bomb trains, bridges,
the Chinese embassy
in Belgrade and a
television station.
It was a popular
uprising which
overthrew Serbian
dictator Slobodan
Milosevic—not
Nato airstrikes.

north toward the Turkish
border, Operation Provide
Comfort led to a no-fly zone,
The official declaration of
a no-fly zone formalised the
existing state of affairs, as US
F-15s had already shot down
two Iraqi Su-22 jets over
northern Iraq by this point.
Operation Provide Comfort
then continued under the
name Northern Watch from
1997. This also enforced a
“no‑radiate” condition on
s urface-to-air missile sys
tems—essentially don’t turn
them on or the US will blow
them up.
Another zone, Southern
Watch, began in 1992. It was
later expanded in 1996 to
include a “no-drive zone” .
Southern Watch served as
cover for an undeclared campaign called Southern Focus,
intended to dismantle all Iraqi
air defences in the zone prior
to the 2003 invasion.
Southern Focus involved
dropping 606 bombs on 391
targets
A US general has admitted
that war against Iraq actually
started in the middle of 2002
—before any of the dodgy
dossiers produced to try to
justify it.
British officials have
a dmitted that the “no-fly”
patrols, conducted by RAF and
US aircraft were designed to
weaken Iraq’s air defence systems and had nothing to do
with their stated purpose.
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Tories keep
up hostility
to Ukrainian
refugees
Policy towards those fleeing the war
is an expression of the Tories’ vile
general approach, writes Sam Ord
OVER 2.5 million people have
so far fled Ukraine following
Russia’s brutal invasion. But
they won’t be welcomed by the
British government.
It’s not a matter of incompetence
or a lack of coordination, it’s an
expression of Britain’s wider hostility towards all migrants and refugees. And it’s why anti-racists have
to raise the demand for open borders to all refugees—wherever they
come from.
Ukraine’s neighbouring nations
of Moldova, Romania, Poland,
Hungary and Slovakia are where
most have settled. The United
Nations has described it as the fastest-growing refugee crisis since the
Second World War.
At the start of this week Britain
had offered only around 3,000 visas
through the Ukraine family scheme.
The daughter of a Ukrainian
refugee warned of the anger and
frustration of people waiting for
visas at an “understaffed” British
visa application centre.

Delays

Marianne Kay from Yorkshire told
the BBC if delays continue much
longer “it does feel like there will
be riots”.
She had travelled to Rzeszow
in Poland to help her 79 year old
mother Antonina Kolodii to safety
in Britain. Marianne said crowds
including elderly people and young
children gathered from the early
morning, with some people left
outside in freezing temperatures.
“It’s really inappropriate to treat
people who haven’t slept for days
and nights for a long time,” she said.
“They have crossed the border in the
cold, in the dark, in difficult conditions. And they can’t cope very well.”
In a new scheme the Tories have
announced there will be no cap on
the number of Ukrainian refugees
who can live with host families. But
they could be thrown out after as
little as six months.
The Refugee Council said, “We are
concerned that people from Ukraine
are still not being recognised as

BACK STORY

The Tories’ racist regime is now
directed at Ukrainians
lBoris Johnson has said that
there can’t be an ‘open door’ to
refugees from Ukraine
lHe says there must be security
checks, fuelling fears of those
who want to come to Britain
lHome secretary Priti Patel
says the Irish government is
too generous and might allow
refugees to slip into Britain
lThe Nationality and Borders bill
means more attacks on refugees

refugees and being asked to apply
for visas when they just need to be
guaranteed protection.
“This programme falls short of
enabling any Ukrainian, particularly the most vulnerable such as
c hildren who are alone, to seek
safety in the UK and access the full
support they urgently need.”
A similar host system was
implemented in 2015 for people
fleeing Syria but only about 700
individuals benefited. It should be
the government that takes responsibility for refugees’ welfare, not
dependent on the acts of individuals.
The Labour Party has called for
a better and more humane system.
But there shouldn’t be a need
for visas anyway. People fleeing
war shouldn’t face bureaucratic
obstacles.
Black refugees continue to be the
most victimised by Europe’s borders. The armed forces of Belarus
have pushed some refugees originally from the Middle East and
Africa back into Ukraine.
One demand from anti-racists has
to be the dumping of the Border and
Nationality bill, now going through
its last parliamentary stages. It will
make life harder for all refugees
and threaten citizenship rights for
millions of pole already here.
Join the Stand Up To Racism protests
in London, Glasgow and Cardiff. For
details go to bit.ly/SUTR2022

VERY FEW Ukrainians that have fled to Poland and elsewhere will be welcomed by the Tories

CORONAVIRUS

Government negligence is driving
a new wave of Covid infections
WHEN BORIS Johnson declared
last month that Covid was “over”,
most of the mainstream media
were content to shut up shop on
the issue.
Now infections and hospital
admissions are rising sharply
again—but almost no one in
authority is talking about it.
Figures released last Friday
showed that the number of
positive Covid tests across Britain
over the last seven days jumped by
56 percent to almost 400,000.
The number of patients
admitted to hospital also shot up
by 17 percent.
Another set of figures, using a
different methodology, from the
Office for National Statistics, says
almost 300,000 people in Scotland
had Covid last week.
It is the highest figure since
sampling began in autumn 2020
and suggests about one in 18
people had the virus.
There are a number of possible
explanations for the rapid rise in
infections. The most likely is that the
government, by effectively declaring
the pandemic over, encouraged
people to take more risks.
Those that have been careful
about letting people into their

homes or going into crowded
indoor areas may have decided that
now was the time to “open up”
A second possibility is that
vaccination booster jabs are
beginning to wear off for some
age groups, and they are now at
increased risk of infection.
A third is that the latest, and
more transmissible, BA.2 strain of
the virus has become dominant
and that is ramping up numbers.
Health statistician Colin Angus
thinks it is unlikely that reduced
effectiveness of vaccines is to blame.

Striking

Looking at graphs for infections he
notes, “It really striking how every
age group has suddenly changed
direction at the same time.
“This pushes us away from
an explanation that might be
age‑specific, for example the
(entirely plausible) idea that the
protective benefits of boosters are
starting to wear off. Because the
booster rollout was very staggered
with age.”
And Angus points out that
hospital admissions are rising
among all age groups, and in all
parts of Britain—with the south
east and south west of England
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already exceeding their Omicron
peak in the oldest age groups.
That means changed public
behaviour and the new variant
are likely driving the new wave—
and that government inaction is
allowing it to spread even further.
It’s also why, at the opposite
end of Britain, health bosses in
Cornwall have banned hospital
visits after a spike in patients at the
county’s Royal Infirmary.
The shaming figures come at
the same time as a decision last
week to delay the start of the Covid
Inquiry’s public hearings until 2023.
This means a final report before the
next general election is unlikely.
What could the inquiry report
that the Tories are so scared of?
It would be that Britain had one
of the highest death rates in the
world, was among countries with
the highest number of people to die
that would have lived if Covid had
not appeared, and now has one of
the lowest rates of full vaccination
in the developed world.
This damning record ought
to see them driven from office,
but with attention now focused
elsewhere the Tories will hope no
one will notice that the pandemic
is very much still alive.
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Sanctions
push Russia
towards
social crisis
Economic embargoes are having a
devastating impact mostly on poor
people, say Russian socialists
by SOCIALIST TENDENCY in the Russian
Federation

SOCIAL COLLAPSE in Russia
is close. To date, hundreds of
international companies have
left the Russian market and
stopped or limited production
in the country.
They include Ikea, Amazon,
Shell, McDonald’s, and many other
corporations and firms. Hundreds of
thousands of workers will now or
soon be thrown into unemployment.
At the same time, the average
cost of one purchase in Russia
increased by 11.6 percent.
According to the Federal State
Statistics Service, vegetables, cars,
and household appliances are the
most expensive. Official statistics say their price went up about
15 percent. And this is only the first
two weeks of war.
The working class often suffers
from sanctions against Russia. On the
one hand, these may push it to support the president against the “hostile
West”, on the other hand, they may
contribute to the start of strikes.
But this will depend on the success of the Russian army in Ukraine
and from the depth of the crisis on
the home front.
Sanctions by foreign IT companies against ordinary Russian users
only help censorship. Access to the
internet and electronic means of
communication is vital, because
only with its help can Russians
receive objective information.
Against this background, Putin
says that for Russia to get out of
the crisis, it is necessary to give
maximum freedom to business and
honest initiatives.
There are rumours that the
property of Russian oligarchs confiscated by the West will, if possible,
be bought out by Putin’s corporations. This indicates a redistribution
of property within the Russian elite.
This whole social catastrophe is
taking place against the backdrop
of Russian troops’ execution of
Ukrainian civilians, as well as the
detention of activists at anti-war rallies in Russia.

BACK STORY

The US, Britain and EU have
put in place huge financial
penalties on Russia over its
invasion of Ukraine
lPrices of basic goods jumped
the first week, with food one of
the biggest rises. Some shops are
restricting the sales of essential
items
lVisa, Mastercard, American
Express, Apple and Google Pay
now limit their services in Russia
meaning many companies who
didn’t pull out are out of bounds
for many working class people.
lThis included the metro
systems in some cities.

The police not only brutally
dispersed the demonstrations but
also used physical violence and torture against the protesters. Audio
recordings are circulating online of
police officers subjecting activists to
torture at the Brateevo police station in Moscow.
Russia also announced its
w ithdrawal from the Council of
Europe. This makes it impossible to
file complaints against the Russian
authorities to the European Court of
Human Rights.
The liberal opposition simply
cannot provide answers to the
questions thrown up by this crisis.
They justify liberal regimes and
capitalism.
There are no imperialist
contradictions for them. And they
explain the events taking place from
the point of view of the p
 ersonal
qualities of certain leaders.
Modern Russia is a counter-revolutionary imperialist state. And
any attempts by Putin to close the
economy in the era of developed
capitalism will only lead to a social
catastrophe.
Under these conditions, the
revolutionary socialists must unite



What’s your story?
Email with your ideas
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

THE PRICE of basic foodstuffs is rising fast in Russia and is punishing the poorest

SUDAN

Teachers’ strike stands up to regime
by CHARLIE KIMBER

SUDANESE TEACHERS launched
a massive and highly successful
strike on Thursday of last week.
It’s for a pay rise, but also
against the “contempt” shown to
workers by the regime in place
since the military coup. The
strike continued on Monday and
Tuesday.
The Sudanese Teachers
Committee (STC), which is
organising the action, says it
will see strike committees “in
permanent session”.
A striking teacher told
Socialist Worker, “We are sure
that our action has an effect. It
raises up the people’s vision for
change and it gives a new belief
that progress is possible.”

Commitees

The STC said on Thursday, “The
reports received from the field
committees in the localities of
Khartoum state and all the other
states of Sudan documented an
unparalleled response to the
strike call. The strike covered
cities and villages.
“We emphasise the
overwhelming success of the

strike on the first day, reaching
99 percent participation in
many states. But in a number of
localities in Khartoum state, the
response percentage has reached
100 percent.”
They added, “Today’s epic was
conclusive evidence that what
unites us as teachers is enough
to put us in the place we want,
and increased the understanding
of parents… We also hope that
our strike will be a building
block for the unification of all
the living forces of the people.”
For weeks the regime has
been turning the screw on
activists and the local resistance
committees that have led
opposition to the regime.
The teachers have shown how
to hit back, using the power of
organised workers to weaken the
generals. This is the power that
can force the military out and
put in place an alternative.
The strike comes after
anti‑coup marches took place
in 12 cities across Sudan on
international women’s day. In
the capital Khartoum, police
responded with tear gas, rubber
bullets, stun grenades and live
fire—injuring at least 54 people.
Police also stormed the

Military Hospital in Khartoum
where protesters were being
treated. Security forces threw a
stun grenade into the hospital
compound and then arrested
some of those seeking treatment
for their injuries from earlier in
the day.
At least 1,000 protesters have
been arrested since 25 October,
including 148 children. As well
as political repression, economic
hardship is hitting ordinary
Sudanese people hard.

Currency

The Sudanese currency is
collapsing against the US dollar.
That means imports are hugely
more expensive. The price of fuel
in Khartoum rose 25 percent last
week. Transport companies are
putting up prices, increasing the
cost of many other goods. Some
pharmaceutical companies have
stopped all sales.
It’s time to drive forward the
resistance, and the teachers’
strike gives hope of a new chapter
of resistance if it is built on.
Send messages of support to

sudansolidarityconference@gmail.com

Donate to striking teachers through
sadagaat-uk.org all donations should
reference “Teacher”
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Just a
thought...

Hypocrisy
over rights
for women

Rena Niamh Smith
South London

Racism behind
refugee issue
I SUPPORT the right of
all Ukrainian refugees
to come to Britain
without visas or other
paperwork.
But I can’t help
feeling that there has
been a lot less outrage
about the barbaric
treatment of refugees
from other conflicts.
The difference is
racism, I’m afraid.
Satish Sachdeva
West London
Illustration:Tim Sanders

ON International Women’s
Day last week, social media
was awash with posts
applauding women.
The government joined
in, with a caption on
Instagram boasting of its
own “record of
empowering women to
fulfil their potential”.
Yet on the same day, it
rejected a petition calling
for a review of crippling
childcare costs, one of the
greatest barriers to gender
equality.
The 140,000 petition
signatories received an
email from the Department
for Education stating that it
had been “collectively
concluded that a formal
review is not needed”.
While elsewhere, free
and subsidised places are
the norm, childcare costs
in Britain are the
third‑highest globally.
Nationally, childcare costs
£12,376 per year. The best
price I could find for our
daughter to attend nursery
is over £16,000 a year in
London. Such costs means
hundreds of thousands
cannot afford to work.
The Scottish Widows
firm recently published
findings that time out of
the workplace and
part-time hours mean
women need to work on
average 37 years longer to
receive the same pension
pot as men
Disgracefully—but not
unsurprisingly—many
reports also find that more
families are forced to rely
on food banks because of
childcare costs.
We deserve better than
empty words and
performative Instagram
posts.

Royals’ millions for rapist will
undermine their image more
CAN THE Royals descend any
further into corruption and
cover-ups?
Prince Charles is going to lend
prince Andrew millions of pounds
so he can avoid a court case over
accusations of sexual abuse and
rape.
Money that has been channelled
to the royals from the taxes of
ordinary people will go to keep
Andrew clear of the justice he so
richly deserves to face.
He reached an out of court
settlement with Virginia Roberts
Giuffre last month.
It meant he no longer faced a
jury trial on claims that he sexually
abused and raped her on three
separate occasions.
The deal is for more than
£12 million, including £2 million to

a sex trafficking charity paid by the
queen.
I don’t blame Giuffre for
agreeing this deal. She must have
faced the most horrendous
pressure, and I’m sure we can all
make our own judgment on what
has happened.
Who agrees to hand over
£12 million to someone they claim
not to remember meeting at all
unless there is something to hide?
It will all add to discredit the
royals, and I’m pleased about that.
When the queen goes, her
successor will be up to his neck in
the horrible events surrounding
Andrew.
It won’t be mentioned among the
confected celebrations and the
media’s loyal offerings.
But millions of people will know

that the whole institution is rotten
to the core.
There is a very subversive and
very welcome process running
through British society.
Although it has been diverted by
the war in Ukraine, we should
remember that Boris Johnson was
at historic lows after the
revelations about Westminster
parties during lockdown.
Let’s hope Johnson’s recent
recovery is only temporary and will
be quickly reversed.
And again and again we’re
reminded of the sexism and racism
that is deep inside the police service.
Roll on the day when the royals are
no longer there to reign over us, and
we beat the establishment.

Tessa Macgregor
Peterborough

Look at the real record How to end the era of the private car?
of welcoming refugees
BOB GELDOF is right to
criticise the hypocrisy of
the Tories who pretend to
care about Ukrainian
refugees while using visas
to block them in practice.
But he’s completely
wrong when he says that
Britain immediately
welcomed 70,000 Jewish
refugees before the
Second World War.
When the Nazis took
over Austria in March
1938, the Tory
government introduced
visa restrictions where

none had existed before
to prevent Jews fleeing to
safety here.
The British prime
minster said in private, “I
don’t care a damn about
the Jews.” Around
600,000 visa applications
were received so the
70,000 taken was a tiny
fraction of the total.
Imperialists are never
humanitarians.
It’s all about political
calculation.

Donny Gluckstein
Edinburgh

SOME CLIMATE activists
have organised to deflate the
tyres of SUVs such as Range
Rovers in a bid to force the
end of these gas-guzzling
climate destroyers.
Their actions, seized
upon by the right-wing
climate-denying press to
discredit the movement,
won’t work on their own.
With at least 10 million
SUVs on Britain’s roads, our
energy must be better spent.
Undoubtedly the era of
the private car must come to
an end if we are to stop
climate collapse. And the
scale of the task of reducing

Tyre Extinguishers at work

global-heating gases,
including CO2, is massive.
We have to win the
support of ordinary working
people concerned about
climate change but deeply
stressed by the day to day
housing crises of welfare,

health, and debt.
What we need is mass
action for systemic change.
At this time of war and
austerity, we need to build
protests of hundreds of
thousands, targeted at the
fossil fuel and banking
executives alongside their
tame politicians.
Ensuring big protests on
the 25 March school strike,
with Extinction Rebellion
from 9 April and building
trade union action for
green climate jobs is the
way forward.

Tony Staunton
Plymouth

9

16 March 2022

Johnson and
the oligarchs
BORIS JOHNSON was
apparently warned
against associating with
the Lebedevs by British
intelligence when he
was foreign secretary.
He chose to ignore
this advice because it
would have interfered
with his partying and free
flights on private jets.
What is astonishing
is that far from being
satire, this seems to be
literally true.
John Newsinger
Brighton

Who won the
Barts victory?
I NOTE that the Unison
union is claiming the
credit after the decision
by Barts Health NHS
Trust to take previously
outsourced staff back
into NHS employment.
Its statement
neglects to mention the
tremendous two-week
strike by Unite union
members (Socialist
Worker, 9 March).
This must have been
a decisive factor—but
Unison did not back a
strike. Struggle matters
more than negotiations.
Gill Pannder
East London

Foul revenge
on Bangladesh
THE Lithuanian
government has
cancelled a shipment of
440,000 Covid vaccines
to Bangladesh. It’s
because Bangladesh’s
government abstained
on a United Nations vote
condemning Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.
What a horrendous
revenge. Ordinary
people will suffer illness
and death. A quarter of
Bangladesh’s population
have received no
vaccinations at all.
This is the politics
of bullying backed by
imperialism.
Tracy Woodward
Bristol
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‘We need a big movement’

‘War creates racism’

DIANA, A sixth form student in east
London, told Socialist Worker that
building an anti-racist school is vital.
“After the Black Lives Matter
movement kicked off, our school did
have assemblies on anti-racism.
“But two years on, that’s kind of
stopped. As students we need to talk
to our teachers about how anti-racist
education must be a year-round thing.
“We can’t just wait around to see the
change that we want. Students need
to lead the way. Our curriculum is still
so white and taught mainly from the
perspective of the West. In a diverse
school like mine, it would be good if
what we learnt reflected that.
Diana added that she and
other students are building the
demonstrations. “We’ve been putting
up posters and talking to our teachers.
They have said we can make an

MOHAMMED ASIF is an Afghani
Stand Up To Racism activist in
Scotland. He is joining the Glasgow
March Against Racism to oppose the
racism caused by imperialism.
He told Socialist Worker, “Vladimir
Putin, Tony Blair, Joe Biden and
Nato are all the same criminal,
warmongering, imperialists who
create crises.
“So this year it is important that
we protest to tell the world that this
is what war brings.
“The main victims of the war or
any other aggression is women and
children. And now we have that
threat on the doorstep of Europe.”
Mohammed called out the
differences in policies for various

Mohammed Afghani activist, Glasgow

Diana sixth form student, London

announcement in assembly about
it. We’ll also be making a ‘Newham
students against racism’ banner.”
She added that one of the
reasons she will be attending the
demonstration is because of a racist
incident that happened at her school.
“Last year one of my friends, who
is originally from Yemen, was called
a slur by a group of other boys at
the school. He didn’t feel like he was
supported enough and eventually left
the school.”
“Racist incidents like this are why I’ll
be demonstrating, but also because I
see the reality of institutional racism.
“I live in Newham and know that it
is young black men at my school that
are constantly targeted by the police.
“In the face of rising racism, we need
to build a bigger anti-racist movement
with students at the forefront.”

‘Solidarity with refugees’
Maddy Care for Calais, Manchester
MADDY SUMMERFIELD is a
regional lead for the refugee
charity, Care4Calais in Manchester.
She told Socialist Worker that the
march is important, “to extend the
welcome to refugees beyond just
Ukrainians —because a refugee isn’t
a nationality.
“They are people, human beings,
who sadly are no longer safe or able
to live in their country. These people
are fleeing conflict, and war as so
many have before them. We need to
show solidarity,” she added.
Maddy believes some demands
must be immediately raised and that
home secretary Priti Patel and her
Tory colleagues are “turning their
back on Ukrainians at the border just
as they have to thousands of asylum
seekers over the years.
“The inital 50 visas was a
contradiction of the rhetoric that
the UK government would do all it

could for Ukraine. There are so many
flaws in the current asylum system—
poor accommodation and lack of
nutritious meals when people arrive,
but we know that getting here is the
main issue.
“People risk their lives daily, and
we hear of the Channel crossing
deaths. We need systematic change
starting at the beginning of their
journey.”
Building mass protests against
the hostile environment is vital
to Care4Calais volunteers. Maddy
said, “It’s incredibly important that
anyone who supports the rights of
asylum seekers comes together to
show solidarity.
“We’ve been working closely with
SUTR to help organise the March
Against Racism for UN
anti‑racism day, and we look forward
to continuing the calls for equality
and fairness with our allies.”

‘Break the racist system’
Jeandre student, Liverpool
JEANDRE IS a university student in
Liverpool. She has been supporting
campaigns against the repressive, racist
bills pushed by the Tory party.
She told Socialist Worker that she’d
be marching because, “the anti-protest
bills hope to defeat movements by
breaking down spirits, dividing people
and criminalising political action”.
“It highlights the racist system that
we live in as they will have devastating
effects on communities by giving even
more powers to the police,” she added.
“The role of the police is to protect
property over people, and a direct effect
of this is violence against the working
class, especially black and Asian people.”
Jeandre is angry at Priti Patel and
the racism she peddles. She said Patel
“actively attacks refugees, Gypsy, Roma
and Traveller people.
“She does this while trying to break

movements such as Black Lives Matter
because they pose a threat to the system
we live under.
“The racist attacks orchestrated by her
and the government must be opposed.
And the building of an anti‑racist
movement shows that working class
people do care and can fight back.
Jeandre explained that “all struggle
is connected” and that racist divide and
rule tactics allow capitalism to flourish.
Jeandre wants the largest turnout
possible to reignite the fight against
Boris Johnson.
“There is nothing scarier to the
government than a street full of people
calling them out on their racism and
hypocrisy,” she said.
“We must create a new system that
benefits the majority. Every time we
protest, we create a glimpse of a future
without racism.”
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refugees. He added, “I give my
support and solidarity to the people
of Ukraine but, suddenly European
leaders are saying, oh, this is sad.
“It is sad, but it was also sad when
Nato bombs my country and Iraq,
Syria, Libya, Yemen and Sudan.
The only difference between the
victims is their race, background and
religion.
“I can feel Ukrainians’ pain, but
governments shouldn’t be selective.
They shouldn’t forget the war in
Iraq, where millions were killed.”
Mohammed summarised that
the UN anti-racism day protests are
vital. “It’s important to have visible
demonstrations of thousands of
people,” he said.

‘The raid and the rage’
Zineerah young worker, Glasgow
ZINEERAH IS a young worker in
Glasgow who was a part of the
mobilisation that stopped a high-profile
deportation in May last year. She told
Socialist Worker, “Myself and many
others from the community, who were
meant to celebrate Eid, were there
protesting.
“We ensured that the Home Office
couldn’t drive away with two of our
neighbours. It really was amazing. I
think everyone went with the intention
and aim of not letting these people fall
victim to the home office.”
“I believe the momentum is still
alive. Since the dawn raid, there have
been many community organised
events to continue the anti-racist fight.”
“The Tories are trying to implement
racist policies, and as there isn’t much
opposition to them in parliament,
many of us feel like it’s up to us to
oppose this government at every
protest, in our workplaces and our
schools. The March Against Racism in
Glasgow is just the beginning.”

She added, “This government’s
actions have emboldened racists and
fascists. There must be a strong voice
and strong movement against any
far right rise that we see happening
around the world.”
Zineerah has been building the
protest massively. She and her fellow
activists have been “hanging posters
around campuses and bus stops,
leafleting outside the mosques and
town centre, and we have been rallying
all anti-racists to join”.
She summed up, “Everyone deserves
dignity, and when we let racism
continue unchallenged, that dignity is
taken away from us.
“Among other things we know that
racism is a tool to subdue working
people. It’s deliberately there to cause
division amongst ourselves and the
people who should be our allies.
“This works in favour of the
government. The real enemy is the
bosses and the Etonians who relish in
our division. We have to stand united.”

‘War creates racism’

Jade Black Lives Matter activist, London
JADE IS a Black Lives Matter activist
in south London. She told Socialist
Worker that the March Against
Racism is vital to “keep up the
momentum because there is still no
equality”.
She added, “Black people still get
profiled and mistreated around the
world. Black people still get shot by
cops in the US, are denied refuge from
war in Ukraine and are denied access
to basic care in British prisons. This is
all because of the colour of our skin.
“Metropolitan police boss,
Cressida Dick, resigning hasn’t
changed the fact that the police is a
deeply racist institution to its core.”
Jade calls on all to join the protests
because “if we let the momentum
fade, it means we slowly lose the
battle against white supremacy”. She
added, “We shouldn’t feel content
with the bare minimum.”

Jade is concerned about the
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts
Bill. She said, “It will affect everyone
protesting, but especially black
people due to being dehumanised
through police training and the cops’
own bias.
“This bill means an escalation of
violence towards peaceful protesters.
This creates a heightened risk of
criminalisation and physical police
violence towards black protesters.”
Jade summarised, “The bill will
definitely create hesitancy to go to
protests in the first place, which is
why we need to keep the morale high.
“We all need to keep working on
building the anti-racist movement
because we still live in a deeply
racist society. We shouldn’t stop until
we live in a fair world, free from
capitalism—there is still a long way
to go.”
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

WHAT’S ON

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

Socialist Workers Party meetings

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.
We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.
We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or
go to www.swp.org.uk or
phone 020 7840 5602

A RUSSIAN armoured vehicle in Ukraine

WAR IN UKRAINE

BRIGHTON & HOVE
War in Ukraine—is the Marxist theory of
imperialism still relevant?
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
818-9286-5617
EAST MIDLANDS
War in Ukraine—why we oppose Nato
escalation and Western and Russian
imperialism
Wed 23 Mar, 7pm		
354-874-4790

ABERDEEN

Marxism and sexual
liberation
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
902-964-963
BIRMINGHAM

Decolonisation and the
legacy of slavery
Wed 23 Mar, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE
& STAFFORDSHIRE

Decolonisation—
confronting the
legacy of empire
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031
BRADFORD

Mindshift—how
culture transformed the
human brain
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm
885-9187-7552
CAMBRIDGE

Inflation and the cost
of living crisis—why are
prices rising?
Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF

Is revolution possible in the
21st century?
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
30-181-4857

LEEDS
War in Ukraine—is the Marxist theory of
imperialism still relevant?
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm
The Swarthmore Education
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,
Woodhouse, LS3 1AD
881-4770-0676
LONDON: HACKNEY
Why Nato is not the answer to
Russia’s brutal invasion
Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm
Halkevi Community Centre, London
854-8245-8715

CHESTERFIELD

Islamophobia and
how to fight it
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm,
Assembly Rooms,
13/14 ChesterfieldRd,
S40 1AR 828-532-8731
DEVON & CORNWALL

Is green energy driving
up our bills?
Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm
65-2972-2883
EDINBURGH

Patterns of revolution—
lessons from Sudan
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Tce, EH1 2JL
431-459-112
HARLOW

How can Palestine be
free?
Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES

A rebel’s guide to Rosa
Luxemburg
Thu 24 Mar, 6.30pm
8341-170-103
HUDDERSFIELD

The cost of living crisis – why
are prices rising?
Wed 23 Mar, 6.30pm
290-168-1804

KENT

Is Britain becoming a
police state?
Thu 24 Mar,
8.15pm
434-623-8064

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion,
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with
precautions taken for a safe environment.
Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”.
 ou can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate
Y
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.
Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings
and other updates.

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE

Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all
immigration controls
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm
Friends Meeting House,
23 Meeting House
Ln, LA1 1TX
992-204-9372
LONDON: HARINGEY

War! The media, truth
and propaganda—what
should we believe?
Wed 23 Mar,
7.30pm
4593-881-576
LONDON: ISLINGTON

From the Russian
revolution to Putin—what
went wrong?
Thu 24 Mar,
7pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: NEWHAM

How do we decolonise
education?
Wed 23 Mar, 7pm
288-098-8827

LONDON: SOUTH

Ending apartheid
in Palestine
Wed 23 Mar, 7pm
Karibu Education Centre,
7 Gresham Rd, SW9 7PH
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST

Decolonisation and the
legacy of empire
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON:TOWER
HAMLETS

The cost of living crisis—
why are prices rising?
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
Bernie Cameron Community
Centre, 32 Merchant St,
E3 4LX
818-391-0420
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

Wellness
and capitalism
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
543-023-057

LONDON:WEST &
NORTH WEST

A people’s history of Ukraine
Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm
860-0226-3484
MANCHESTER

Is green energy driving
up our bills?
Wed 23 Mar, 7pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE

Is Britain becoming
a police state?
Wed 23 Mar, 7pm
368-595-2712
NORTH EAST SCOTLAND

Let’s talk about
sex—Marxism and
sexual liberation
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
902-964-963
NORWICH

The roots of racism—
capitalism and slavery
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
906 652 5299

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

PORTSMOUTH

Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all
immigration controls
Wed 23 Mar,
7.30pm
488-934-2809
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH
YORKSHIRE

Why the working class is the
most revolutionary class
Thu 24 Mar,
7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON

Inflation and the cost
of living crisis—why
are prices rising?
Thu 24 Mar,
7.30pm
434-623-8064
SWANSEA & WEST WALES

Pamphlet launch:The
Shadow of Stalin
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Alban’s Rd,
SA2 0BP
902-964-963
WIGAN

No 10 to Buckingham
Palace—corruption
and crisis in Britain
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm
894-2628-7708
YORK & SCARBOROUGH

Why we hate Mondays—
Marxism and alienation
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

The Labour Party—
a Marxist History

by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British Does privilege
State—Scotland,
explain racism?
Independence and
by Esme Choonara,
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and
Socialism £12
Weyman Bennett, £3

PHONE 020 7637 1848 WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Transgender
Resistance
by Laura Miles
£10

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@
swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955
London E16 9EJ

REVIEWS & CULTURE

Socialist Worker

Snarling class politics in a
revamped 60s spy classic
ITV’s thriller the Ipcress File pays good tribute to the novel and film of the
same name—but it also stands up well in 2022, writes Simon Basketter
THE IPCRESS file is a spy thriller
where a working class crook is
thrown into a world of snobs, spies
and old school ties. It’s where men
wear bowler hats and dine at their
clubs even on the brink of nuclear
war.
Based on the book, but distinct
in feel from the iconic film starring
Michael Caine, this series stars Joe
Cole as the insolent Harry.
Screenwriter John Hodge and
director James Watkins have created
a show that often nods to the spirit
of the movie. But it expands the story
and incorporates a bit more of Len
Deighton’s novel.
Palmer is the son of a docker and
a Korean war veteran who says of his
time there, “I was bored, then I was
scared. Then I was bored and scared”.
His black market exploits in Berlin
land him to a bleak military prison in
Colchester.
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STREAMING
LIFE AND DEATH IN THE
WAREHOUSE
Available now on BBC iPlayer

WAREHOUSE WORK is now
the most realistic option
in many places for young
people leaving education.
Hidden behind a firewall
of secrecy, distribution
centres are the dark satanic
mills of the present day.
Pregnant women routinely
fall below their target “pick
rates” bosses set them.
They are subjected
to constant CCTV and
algorithmic surveillance,
“self-enhancement plans”
and obsessive monitoring.
Inspired by real-world
events from Britain and
around the world, Life and
Death in the Warehouse
tells the story of young
Welsh worker Alys, who
falls pregnant.
Her childhood friend

Abduction

But the apparent abduction of a
leading establishment nuclear scientist proves to be a lucky break for
Palmer. The kidnapping happened
to be organised by his Berlin contact,
a man known to British spooks as
Housemartin.
Harry is whisked out of jail and
recruited by William Dalby (Tom
Hollander), boss of an enigmatic
undercover outfit which seems to
make its own rules.
He sends Harry back to Berlin
to find Housemartin, with a view
to tracking down the abducted
Professor Dawson. Naturally nothing
goes according to plan.
This isn’t quite the woke nightmare
the Daily Mail denounced it as before
it aired. But Joe Cole said attitudes

DESIGNER CLOTHES—and more modern politics—make The Ipcress File’s sixites setting timely

were deliberately toned down, “It
was this constant battle of trying to
make him not sound like a dick.”
One good consequence of that is
more focus on the character of Jean
Courtney (Lucy Boynton). She’s an
upper class young woman whose
family and fiancé are labouring under
the impression that she works as a
secretary for the BBC.
Instead, she’s a spy. She wears her
diamond necklace like an albatross
around her neck.
What remains intact from Deighton
is snarling class politics.
Deighton created the hard-boiled
working class spy as an antidote to

007’s public school boy after he was
fired from writing on From Russia
With Love.
Harry tells Dalby he was fingered by
military police after importing lobsters
from Marseille to sell to Russian ministers. Palmer says, “I never did get the
Nobel peace prize.”
“Must have been your working
class origins holding you back again,”
retorts Dalby.
It is compulsory to revel in the
settings of these sort of dramas.
Sixties-style captions and credits to
the clothes, cars and interior decor.
A beige-ish tint to the photography
to evoke the early sixties—that sort

of thing. One detail is that the glasses
are now designer, and Palmer’s
clothes a little better than in Sidney
J Furie’s 1965 film.
That film is a very high benchmark.
It’s stylish, sinister, witty and depicting
a determinedly un-swinging London.
This version stands up on its own.
If anything there may be a few too
many nods to the film.
Nonetheless the story moves along
with a healthy serving of snark on the
side. And now, since we are scared of
Russians and nuclear threats again, it
is also timely.
The Ipcress File is on ITV1, Sundays,
9pm, and available on ITV Hub

A search for justice in a violent and sexist society
FILM

LA CIVIL
Directed by Teodora Mihai
Out on digital platforms from
Monday 14 March

LA CIVIL is a heart
wrenching and poignant
film about a mother’s
search for her daughter.
It follows Dona Cielo a
mother whose daughter,
Laura, is kidnapped and
held for ransom by a cartel
in Mexico.
We see Dona Cielo
struggle to gather the
ransom money, as she
goes between various

men in her life to find
the funds. Despite raising
the ransom money, the
cartel doesn’t release her
daughter and the police
can’t—or won’t—help.
Eventually Dona Cielo
takes matters into her
own hands and begins to
search for her daughter
herself, trailing possible
cartel members and asking
questions.
La Civil is based on real
stories.
Director Teodora Mihai
originally planned it as a
documentary, but turned
it into a drama after being
followed by cartels.

A dangerous hunt for truth

It focuses on women’s
experience in a society
that doesn’t seem to care
for them or their safety.
Throughout La Civil,
Dona Cielo encounters
women from various
walks of life—from a shop
worker to cartel runners.
Each women occupies a
different social status, but
all face the same disregard
for their voices, bodies
and ideas.
Both the army and
cartels inflict cruelty on
women.
Dona Cielo begins
to realise how women
are affected by sexist

violence and how in turn
that violence eventually
impacts everyone. La Civil
is beautifully directed with
stylistic use of both static
and hand held camera.
Each shot feels
incredibly personal and
intimate. The sparse
dialogue and sole focus
on Dona Cielo’s viewpoint
means that—just like
her—we have no idea
where her daughter is.
La Civil is about a
mother’s emotional
journey—it brings us
along for the desperate
ride.

Francesca Yepes

Alys falls foul of bosses’ targets

Megan joins the warehouse
on a fast-track manager
scheme and is given the
task of getting Alys’s pick
rate back up.
Will Megan become a
classic bullying manager to
hang onto her job? And is
she prepared to put Alys’s
pregnancy at risk?

FILM

FORESIGHT
On Film 4 every day for a
week from 14 March and then
available to stream on All 4

FORESIGHT IS an anthology
of short science fiction films
by young black film makers
living in Britain.
It imagines futures and
alternate realities of black
characters.
In the first film, They
Heard Him Shout... Allahu
Akhbar, Zaid is released
from prison to find himself
controlled by the state.
In the second, X US, two
brothers journey to a new
settlement on Titan and are
overwhelmed as part of a
massive group of migrants.
And in The Future Isn’t...
Dez digs up a scrap of the
past that leads to a mission
on an Earth ravaged by
climate change.
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HE MAKEUP of
the Ukrainian
government
is regarded
in conflicting
ways. Some
would consider it is now
a beacon of liberation
and freedom in the face
of Russian aggression.
Others would argue that
it is a hive of fascist and
neo‑Nazi forces.
To understand the truth,
it is essential to look back
almost eight years.
Conflict has torn Ukraine
apart since 2014, claiming
over 14,000 lives and creat‑
ing over two million refugees.
In 2014 mass protests
erupted against the Ukrainian
president Viktor Yanukovych.
They were filled with rage
at the corruption of the regime
and the “oligarchs”—superrich, politically 
p owerful
businessmen.
When protesters broke
into the family mansion of
president Yanukovych, they
were stunned at the luxurious
surroundings.
A pure copper roof, private
zoo, underground shooting
range, 18-hole golf course,
tennis courts, bowling alley
and a gold-plated bidet. All this
in a country where 35 percent
of the population lived below
the poverty line.
Ukraine was one of the
h ardest hit states of the

former Soviet bloc, ravaged by
hyper‑inflation during the 1990s
and the world financial crash of
2008. According to World Bank
figures, Ukraine was poorer in
2013 than in 1990—and still is.
By 2013, the ruling class was
desperate for a bailout from
the European Union (EU) and
International Monetary Fund
(IMF), or Russia.
At the same time, imperialist
rivalry between the West—the
US, Nato and EU—and Russia
had intensified in the region
from the Black Sea to the
Caspian Ocean.
These pressures had led to
a war in Georgia in 2008 and
tensions across the area.
This meant that alignment
with one economic bloc—the
EU or Russia’s Eurasian Customs
Union—carried with it military
alignment towards Nato or
Russia.

to 73 percent by 2014. In 1990,
the struggles for independence,
democracy and the strikes had
demonstrated the potential for
unity.
The Donbass miners’ strikes in
the east were joined by mining
centres in the heartlands of
western Ukrainian nationalism.
In the eastern regions of
Donetsk and Luhansk, support
for independence did not dip
below 83 percent.

T
2014
ine, during the Maidan revolt of
MASSIVE PROTESTS in Kyiv, Ukra

UKRAINE—THE
SHADOW OF 2014
ON TODAY’S WAR
The Ukraine conflict began long before Russia’s invasion.
Rob Ferguson looks at why imperial rivalry and
nationalist division have torn Ukraine apart since 2014

E

AC H “ D E A L” wa s
mutually exclusive,
imposing huge tensions on an economy
dependent on both
Russian and Western
markets. And each would
demand a heavy price on
Ukraine’s workers. So, after
some hesitation, Yanukovych
turned to Russia.
This triggered the “Maidan”
protests—named after the cen‑
tral Independence Square in
Ukraine’s capital Kiev.
The protests focussed anger
at the corruption and economic
hardship onto demands that
Ukraine sign an association
agreement with the EU. This
was to prove hugely divisive.

Viktor Yanukovych

Before Maidan, oligarchs and
politicians had long fostered
regional and ethnic divisions
between ethnic Russians and
ethnic Ukrainians. This worked
to secure their political base and
deflect popular anger.
After the financial crisis of
2008, elements of this strategy
were employed with a venge‑
ance. The Russian speaker in
east Ukraine was portrayed
by Ukrainian nationalists as a
“coloniser”, belonging to a for‑
eign fifth column. Ukrainian
speakers in the west were all
portrayed as filthy Nazi col‑
laborators, who hated ethnic
Russians and Russian speakers.
However, such reactionary
views never represented the

‘‘

The protests
focussed anger
at the corruption
and economic
hardship

majority on either side. Old divi‑
sions of language and ethnicity
had been breaking down.
Between 2003 and 2010 the
percentage of young people
using only Ukrainian or only
Russian dropped. Bilingual
use of both the Russian and
Ukrainian languages rose from
19 percent in 2003 to 40 percent
in 2010. Most ethnic Ukrainians
and Russians are bilingual. They
intermarry and converse in both
languages.
By 2009, the numbers of
Ukrainians’ who saw ethnic divi‑
sions as a problem fell from 50
to 37 percent.
However, as Ukraine’s ruling
class stoked divisions after the
2008 financial crash, this soared

HE Maidan p
 rotests
demanding the
government sign
the EU association
agreement were
small.
However, the brutal response
of the police changed that.
In particular, it was the vio‑
lence of the notorious Berkut—
the “Golden Eagles”—drawn
from Soviet-era OMON special
police units, with a profoundly
antisemitic culture. The Berkut
went on a violent rampage,
clearing protesters from the
square pursuing them through
the streets with clubs.
The demonstrations turned
into hundreds of thousands
strong, more opposed to police
brutality than allegiance to the
EU or Russia.
In January and February,
security forces resorted to deadly
methods as snipers claimed the
lives of both protestors and
security forces. Over 100 were
killed, and 2,500 were injured.
Ukrainian fascists and the far
right presented themselves
both as victims and as the most
determined defence against the
Berkut.
Chauvinists and ethnonationalists now racked up
divisions. The EU, Nato and
US rushed to try and bolster
a pro‑Western regime while
Russia looked to stoke divi‑
sions and fears amongst ethnic
Russians in the east.
Yanukovich fled to Moscow,
his Party of the Regions col‑
lapsed, and a pro-Western
government was installed.
Now both the West and
Russia built support for their
respective proxies in Ukraine.
The West supported the new
Ukrainian government and its
“Anti-Terrorist Operation” in the
east. Russia annexed Crimea in
February 2014 and lent m
 aterial
and political support to sepa‑
ratist forces in Donetsk and
Luhansk, whose leading figures
were Great Russian chauvinists.
Igor Girkin was appointed
“defence minister” of the
“Donetsk People’s Republic”. He
had served in the two Chechen
wars and the Serb ethnic
cleansing of Bosnia.
He helped organise proxy
Russian forces in a separatist
breakaway in Moldova and
played a part in Russia’s annex‑
ation of Crimea. His fantasy was
to restore a Russian empire of
the Slavs.
Simultaneously, the Ukrainian
government appealed to the most
reactionary ethno-nationalists,
rehabilitating the legacy of Nazi
collaborators involved in the
killing of Jews in the Holocaust.

Its decision to launch an
“Anti‑Terrorist Operation”
against the east, supported by
far right and fascist volunteers,
cemented divisions.
In May 2014 far right
n ationalists, led by the Nazi
Right Sector, massacred 43
pro-Russian protesters in Odessa
in southern Ukraine.
This combined with Ukrainian
army units killing civilians in
Mariupol polarised the views
of many in the east who’d been
reluctant to take sides.
However, the far right,
fascists and chauvinists on either
side have never represented
the majority of the Ukrainian
population, east or west.
The Maidan and its aftermath
have sometimes been wrongly
depicted as a “coup” by some on
the left.
But the outcome of Maidan
was no victory for democracy
and self-determination. The
tragedy of Maidan was that it
fell victim to imperialist rivalry
that tore Ukraine apart.
Both sides now point to the
most reactionary forces in the
opposing camp. Both sides have
their fascists and Nazis.
Yet, despite divisions, there
was still a tremendous desire
for peace and an end to conflict
before invasion.
In a poll taken only three
months ago, 35 percent of
Ukrainians, excluding the
breakaway areas in Luhansk and
Donetsk, opposed joining Nato.

S
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Energy self-sufficiency
won’t halt climate disasters
As pressure increases
to boycott Russian
energy, Sophie Squire
argues it won’t mean a
move away from more
fossil fuel projects

The Berkut
special forces
(top) Volodymyr
Zelensky
(above)

UPPORT was lowest
in the east of
Ukraine, which has
borne the brunt of
the Russian invasion. So up till the
invasion, the population was
still divided over Nato.
Some uphold president
Volodymyr Zelensky as some
kind of new “Mandela figure”.
Others cast him as a Nazi
enabler. In fact, he is neither.
Indeed, Zelensky, who is Jewish,
was elected in a landslide second
round in 2019 as a political
outsider sweeping aside the old
guard candidates. He stood on a
“peace” platform and pledged to
end the conflict.
However, this position could
not withstand the rivalries
between Russia and Nato coun‑
tries nor the internal pressure
of the dominant pro-Western
forces in the Ukrainian state.
Now Zelensky sees escalation
of the conflict as the only
response. Ukraine’s tragedy

READ MORE
lAntisemitism:
The Far Right, Zionism
And The Left
by Rob Ferguson
£3
lUkraine: imperialism,
war and the left
by Rob Ferguson
International Socialism
Journal, Issue 144
bit.ly/ukraineisj2014
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is to find itself at the centre
of imperialist rivalry between
Russia and Nato.
The Minsk Agreements—
negotiated in 2014 and 2015
between Russia and the EU, prin‑
cipally Germany and France—
simply froze the conflict and the
divisions within Ukraine.
Ukraine was not at the table.
That “frozen conflict” only held
a lid on gathering tensions.
Russia intended to secure
“autonomy” for the breaka‑
way republics within Ukraine,
halting any further orientation
towards the EU and Nato.
Meanwhile, the EU powers
and the Ukrainian government
looked to those parts of the
agreements that could assist it
in moving closer to Nato and
the EU.
By the end of 2021, Russia
saw it was losing out to the supe‑
rior economic weight of the EU
and the Ukrainian government’s
increasing military collaboration
with Nato.
Vladimir Putin saw this as a
threat to Russian dominance
over its “near abroad”—the
former Soviet republics—and
decided to wield brutal military
might.

IS IT possible for Europe to
break dependence on Russian
fossil fuels? And what impact
could countries looking to
be more energy independent
have on the environment?
Over 40 percent of natural
gas used by the European
Union comes from Russia,
which means its leaders
are faced with a problem.
To them, economic
sanctions are a valuable
tool of war. But completely
stopping the flow of
Russian gas immediately
could be damaging.
But the war comes
first. Robert Habeck, vice
chancellor and minister
for economy and energy,
said recently, “Energy
policy is security policy.
Strengthening our energy
sovereignty strengthens
our security.”
Any such moves will
entrench fossil fuel use,
not break from it.
Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock—a former co-leader
of the Greens— said an
extended use of coal is
“the price that we all have
to pay for this war.”
Before this year polluting
projects had been on the
decline in the country,
owing to increased
environmental protections.
But after Russia threatened
to cut off oil supplies that
flow through the Nord
Stream pipeline, Germany
lost no time dropping
environmental measures.

Imports
lImperialism: The
Highest Stage of
Capitalism
by Vladimir Lenin,
£5.99 or at
bit.ly/Highest0322
Available at
Bookmarks, the
socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637 1848
or go to bookmarks
bookshop.co.uk

While Britain doesn’t rely
on Russian imports in the
same way as Germany does,
energy self-sufficiency is
driving more fossil fuel use.
During prime minister’s
question time last week, Boris
Johnson said, “We need to
meet the long term impacts of
the spike in energy prices, and
that is why I will be setting
out an energy independence
plan for this country.”
Britain becoming more

FUEL PRICES hit £1.60 per litre in east London last week

energy self-sufficient and less
reliant on imports will be
an appealing idea to some.
What Johnson is
suggesting sounds like a
quick fix that would mean
smaller energy bills.
And it’s not just the Tories
that back self‑sufficiency.
Trade unions such as the
GMB have backed greater
energy independence—
allegedly to create more jobs.
But far more jobs will
come from abandoning
ruinous energy polices
and embracing renewables
rather than continuing
a fossil fuel economy.
Others, even on the left,
back self-sufficiency as a
way to make a switch to a
greener form of capitalism.
But as Johnson hinted,
energy independence
would mean more North
Sea oil extraction and
nuclear energy.
Several Tories,
including Johnson, have
even recommended that
the return of fracking
could be beneficial.
Energy self-sufficiency
based on extending fossil
fuel projects would be
disastrous, and a complete
abandonment of promises

‘‘

Self-sufficiency
based on
extending fossil
fuels would be
disastrous

made by world leaders to
keep emissions down.
And calling for energy
independence is just empty
words designed to convince
ordinary people that fossil
fuels are still necessary.
It would be implausible
that Britain could ever
be completely energy
self-sufficient when
privatised companies still
control the supply.
Unless power is
nationalised under
democratic control, there’s no
way there will be a rational
and sustainable policy.

Systems

What’s needed isn’t energy
independence, but a
transformation of energy
systems altogether.
The fuel crisis is a prime
opportunity to make
the switch to genuinely
renewable energy sources.
Almost all renewable
infrastructure is quicker
to build than any oil rig or
mine. Large wind farms
can be constructed and be
ready to generate electricity
in two years. The same
goes for solar plants.
But instead of pushing
for greener renewable
alternatives, which those
in power say is impossible,
they ramp up fossil fuel
extraction and guard
their existing supply.
This is because those
who hold the power to
keep the lights on are the
oil and gas bosses, and
making sure their profits
keep flowing is a priority.
A planned energy system
is desperately needed to
solve the fuel crisis whilst not
ignoring the climate crisis.
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RADICAL WOMEN

Leila Khaled—armed resistance for liberation
by SARAH BATES

PALESTINIAN freedom
fighter Leila Khaled was just
four years old when she fled
for her life. Born in the city
of Haifa, Khaled was one of
nearly a million victims of the
1948 Nakba—the systematic
expulsion of Palestinians from
their land.
It was the most conclusive
wave of ethnic cleansing that
helped found the state of Israel
and left a lasting impression
on a young Khaled.
Growing up in Jordan as a
refugee, Khaled became interested in pan-Arab activism and
joined the Arab Nationalist
Movement at 15 years old.
Her most famous acts
would come eleven and
twelve years later, in a desperate bid to draw attention
to Palestinian liberation.
By now, Khaled was a
member of the left wing
group, Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP).
Khaled, alongside Salim
Issawi, hijacked TWA Flight
840 on 29 August 1969,
diverting the plane from Tel
Aviv to Damascus in Syria.
On landing in Syria,

hijackers blew up the nose
section of the Boeing 707
and were promptly arrested
by Syrian authorities, to be
released without charge by
October.
“The plane hijackings were
tactical. Just for a short time,
just to ring a bell for the world
and make people ask the
question—why?”
She argued that the action
showed, “We the Palestinians
are not only refugees. We are
a people that has a political
and a human goal.”
Just over a year later, gripping two grenades in her
pockets, Khaled tried again.
On 6 September 1970,
she and Patrick Arguello,
a Nicaraguan activist,
attempted to hijack the El Al
Flight 219 from Amsterdam to
New York City. But this time it
ended in disaster. They tried
to storm the cockpit, Khaled
pulled the pins out of her
grenades, but armed guards
quickly shot Arguello dead.
It was part of the Dawson’s
Fields series of hijackings,
where four planes were
simultaneously hijacked by
the PFLP. The other three
managed to successfully land
at an abandoned RAF airstrip

in Jordan, but Khaled’s plane
was diverted to London.
As well as flying the flag
for Palestinian liberation,
hijackers were demanding
the release of Palestinian
prisoners detained in Europe
and Israel.
Khaled was again released
on 1 October in exchange for
British hostages taken in other
planes.
Khaled’s tactics a
 mplified
Palestinians’ voices, but
individual acts of resistance
didn’t offer a way towards
the fundamental change that
a mass movement could. It
was a strategy of despair as
well as wholly justified rage.

Terrorist

Despite years of monstering
Khaled as a terrorist, the only
person killed in either h
 ijacking
was Arguello, after Israeli officers shot him in the back.
Khaled
remains
unapologetic about the role of
armed struggle for Palestinian
liberation.
“We cannot say that
non‑violent resistance alone
will achieve our rights,”
she said. “We are facing an
apartheid state, Zionism as
a movement, the Americans,

and in general, the West,
which supports Israel. When
the balance of forces changes,
then we can start thinking
about negotiating.”
In later years she settled
in Jordan and remained a
leading figure in the PFLP.
She’s spoken out against
negotiations, such as the
Oslo Accords, signed in
1993, which legitimised and
entrenched Israeli occupation.
“It brought catastrophe on
us”, she said in 2014.
“The number of settlers has
doubled, more land is being
confiscated, and, of course,
the wall has been built.
“These negotiations, now,
are meant to help Israel and
not the Palestinians.”
The same programme of
ethnic cleansing that forced
Khaled to flee 74 years ago is
still in operation. Among the
many things Khaled has contributed to the struggle, the
foremost must surely be that
Palestinians are not just victims but determined to resist.
This is the fourth in a series
of columns on radical women
to coincide with International
Women’s Day on 8 March.
Go to bit.ly/RWL2022
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Sharp difference between
unions on war in Ukraine
In the midst of hostile media, some unions are seeking a hiding place.
But, says Charlie Kimber, in others socialists have helped win a tougher stance
THE UKRAINE war has sharply
divided trade unions. On
n a t i o n a l exe c u t i ve s a n d i n
branches there is generally agreement on condemning the Russian
invasion.
But there are sharp differences
about whether to oppose Nato escalation and to point to the role of Nato
more generally.
Most union leaders have run away
from confronting the imperialism of
their own rulers, but in some cases
there’s a fightback.
In the NEU education union the
row began after a national statement
expressed “solidarity” with the people
of Ukraine, but also said that the
conflict must “not lead to the expansion and consolidation of military
alliances in Europe”.
Right wingers in the union and
the media attacked the statement.
The NEU announced it had been
withdrawn pending further discussion
The executive then met to debate
the next move. One group said the
union should just back the statement—that does not mention Nato—
from Education International (EI),
the global teacher unions’ federation.

Dangerous

A left group argued for a position that
clearly condemned Putin’s invasion,
backed the EI statement and called
for support for refugees.
But it also added, “We believe the
deployment of British and Nato forces
in Ukraine would be a d angerous
escalation in this war.”
In the debate, NEU executive
member Jess Edwards, said, “The
establishment, from the government,

RMT LEADER, the late Bob Crow, was among union leaders to take a tough stance against war in Iraq

to the Labour leader, to the Daily Mail
want to paint anyone who dares to
talk of Nato’s culpability as s upporters
of Putin.
“We won’t take lectures from these
masters of war.
“Eastern expansion of Nato, risks
world war. Let’s support this amendment but most importantly let’s build
a movement against war—both
against Putin’s barbarity in Ukraine
and against the military solutions
that will lead this war to continue and
plunge the world in to even greater
peril.”

NEU executive member Alex
Kenny said, “If we strip out history
and context and limit ourselves to
condemning the invasion and calling
for aid, we are adapting to the narrative of Boris Johnson and Dominic
Raab.
“We should not be afraid to take
positions that may feel unpopular or
swimming against the tide.
“Opposition to the invasion of Iraq
started off as an unpopular opinion,
we were called apologists for Saddam
Hussein, but there are very few now
who believe it contributed to making

the world a safer place for all of us.”
Jess Edwards told Socialist
Worker, “The amendment to go just
with the Education International
statement was defeated 38 to 20
and then the left amendment passed
overwhelmingly.
“The debate has been very useful
in clarifying where people stand and
has important implications for the
sort of left we need in the union.
“We have succeeded in winning
a position that says it’s legitimate to
raise the issue of Nato, and to oppose
all the warmongers.”

‘We felt the PCS should raise the issue of Nato’
AT THE PCS civil
service workers’
union national executive,
only the Socialist Workers
Party members pushed
for a reference to Nato’s
role.
A motion supported
by the union’s leaders
condemned the invasion
and backed the Russian
anti-war movement.
Positively, it said, “We
will expose the hypocrisy
of the UK government
and those politicians who
now express outrage at
the war on Ukraine but
have supported equally
illegal wars such as the
war against Iraq, and

illegal occupations such
as that of Palestine.”
But Nato was
not mentioned.
It was said that this
was a “unifying” motion.
SWP members wanted
to add, “We believe the
deployment of British and
Nato forces in the Ukraine
would be a dangerous
escalation of this war” and
“We recognise that over a
number of years that Nato
expansion has created
tension within the region.”
At the end the only
people to vote for the
amendment criticising
Nato were the SWP
members of the executive

NATO troops massing in Poland

and one member of the
Communist Party.
PCS executive member
Marianne Owens told
Socialist Worker, “We
felt we had to go beyond
condemning Russia to also
raise the issue of Nato.

“I spoke against Nato
on behalf of the PCS at
its summit in Newport,
South Wales, in 2014.
I haven’t changed my
view since then.”
In the RMT transport
union the national
executive put out a
very weak statement. It
condemned the invasion,
welcomed refugees
but said only, “As trade
unionists we oppose war
and support peace. We
call for a long-lasting
negotiated solution.”
Activists think this
softness was a defensive
response to outrageous
media criticisms of

“Putin apologists” at
the heart of the London
Underground strikes.
But motion passed by
the Morden, Oval, Jubilee
South and Finsbury Park
branches said, “While
condemning Russia, we
believe the US and Nato
have helped to create the
conflict. We believe that
Nato should withdraw
from Eastern Europe.
“We support protests
called by Stop the War,
CND and other peace and
anti-war organisations.
“We note the complete
capitulation of the
Labour MPs threatened
with losing the whip.”
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Firefighters’
tough stance
A powerful
statement from the
FBU firefighters’ union
has condemned the
Russian invasion but
also warned of Nato’s
role. It includes:
“We oppose and
condemn the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. We
call for an immediate
ceasefire and for all
Russian armed forces to
immediately withdraw.
“We stand in
solidarity with those
in Russia who have
protested against the
invasion.
“We support workers
in Ukraine acting
independently of the
Zelensky regime and
building their own
organisations.
“This war is also a
proxy conflict between
Russia and Nato
prompted by Nato
expansion into central
and Eastern Europe. We
oppose this expansion
and any intervention in
this conflict by Nato.
“We note that
economic sanctions
will disproportionately
hit working people,
and will be seen as an
aggressive measure by
the West and may well
strengthen support for
Putin.”

Left retreat
is damaging
UNIONS often
shy away from
issues they regard as
“divisive”. Many hold to
the idea that putting
forward anything but
the most anodyne
political views could
upset some members.
The retreat by the
Labour left MPs from
criticism of Nato and
support for the Stop
the War Coalition has
also had an effect.
Big unions such as
Unison and Unite have
made only the most
basic statements and
shied away from any
confrontation with the
essence of the Tories’
position.
But unions should
give a lead, not seek
simply to reflect
the confusion and
acceptance of a
mainstream agenda
among some of their
members.
If they don’t, they
help the Tories recover
on the basis of a fake
“national unity”
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VFS staff have no
truck with low pay

REPORTS
TRANSPORT
RAIL CLEANERS

BUSES

All bets are off during the
Cheltenham bus strike

WORKERS EMPLOYED at the
VFS Southampton Ltd, who
assemble tipper trucks and
vans for Ford, plan a strike on
29 March over pay.
The workers, in the Unite
union, rejected a 3.65 percent
offer, less than half the RPI
rate of inflation.
VFS also assembles large
vehicles for Mercedes so the
strikes will hit both companies
with delays to the delivery of
vehicles.
Workers are set for 25
strike days until mid-June.
Picket lines will be in place at
the company’s Chickenhall
Lane factory in Eastleigh,
Hampshire.

Tug of war for
decent wages
SVITZER TUG boat workers
in Teesside are set for further
strikes on 26 March over pay.
Maersk Shipping, which
owns Svitzer, is forecast to
make profits of £11.84 billion
for 2021, in part due to
bottlenecks caused by the
pandemic. But it is offering
no rise to the workers—who
voted 100 percent for action.

My Gosh, it’s
an NHS victory
AFTER THREATENING to
strike, cleaners at Great
Ormond Street Hospital
(Gosh) have won the equality
with other NHS staff that they
were promised.
Last year workers were
brought in-house by the
hospital in a campaign victory.
But then bosses refused to
full implement the gains.
UVW union members
threatened to strikes—and
bosses crumbled and agreed
cleaners would be given full
NHS contracts.
Meanwhile, over 30
outsourced security guards,
who are also part of the UVW
continue with their six-week
strike.

Chep strikers
target customers
CHEP UK workers based in
Trafford Park, Manchester,
continue strikes over pay.
Their Unite union is now
organising protests at the
pallet maker’s customers
including Unilever, Heinz, DHL,
Heineken, Proctor and Gamble
and Two Sisters.
The workers began strikes
in December—and voted for
further strikes by 94 percent
in February.
Chep UK made
£70.5 million in profit in 2021.
lTweet messages of support to
the Chep strike to
@unite_northwest
Donations to Unity Bank NW/1
Strike Fund. Sort code 60-83-01
Account 20217873

Angry health
workers put in miles
COMMUNITY HEALTH workers
are pushing for campaigns
over NHS mileage allowances
as the cost of petrol rockets.

STRIKING CHURCHILL rail cleaners take their message to the bosses

Pictures: Guy Smallman

Biggest rail cleaners’
strike makes impact
by SAM ORD
RAIL CLEANERS employed
by outsourcing firm Churchill
struck for 48 hours across
London and the south east
of England last weekend.
The strikers are battling for a
minimum wage of £15 an hour,
and have launched the largest
rail cleaners’ strike in history.
Cleaners in London
currently earn the minimum
wage of £8.91 per hour.
They struck solidly for 24
hours last month. But despite
making a profit of £39 million
in 2020, Churchill has made no
pay offer.
As well as a pay rise,
strikers are demanding the
right to company sick pay, free
travel and to be made direct
employees of rail companies.
In a recent survey of these
cleaners, their RMT union
found that 61 percent reported
that they struggle to get by.
Marie has been a cleaner
with Churchill for around

two years. She told Socialist
Worker how the job is
challenging and exhausting.
Marie often works into
her break because the
bosses expect hard jobs to
be completed quickly. She
said often the tasks are
“impossible”.
One worker said, “It is
really hard. During Covid,
we worked extra hard
because our managers added
saloon sanitisation and cab
cleaning to our duties as they
got a contract from Govia
Thameslink Railway (GTR).

Survive

“We, the low paid staff, did not
get any pay increases for doing
extra jobs and staff numbers
were not increased to help us
to do the extra work.
“I take home an average of
£1,250 a month and with a
family of five you can imagine
how hard it is to survive on
that.”
The second round of strikes
hit Thameslink, Southern and

Great Northern, Southeastern,
Eurostar and HS1 services.
An inflation-busting pay rise
is urgently needed. Workers on
the National Minimum Wage
are more than £20 a week
worse off in real terms now
than a year ago due to rapidly
increasing inflation.
The workers at Churchill
would need at least £1,252
more a year to prevent a real
terms pay cut.
Some cleaners have been
struggling so much that they
resort to going to work when
sick.
One worker said, “I have
several chronic conditions that
leave me in pain.
“When I’m in pain I have
to work, so I survive on
paracetamol to get me through
the pain, and when
“I have hospital and
doctors’ appointments for
blood tests and so on I have to
use my holidays to cover my
appointment.”
lTweet solidarity to
@RMTunion

Strong strike on Avanti West Coast too
TRAIN CLEANERS working
on Avanti West Coast trains
and employed by Atalian
Servest Ltd have held two
48-hour strikes for pay.
Despite large and lively
picket lines, bosses have
refused to make a pay
offer that would raise pay
above the Real Living Wage
rate of £9.90 an hour.
The last offer made
was a tiny 6p per hour
for most staff.
Atalian Servest Ltd is a
multinational outsourcing
company. The striking
cleaners are paid just
£9.68 per hour and have
no company sick pay
Bosses keep wages
low while they pay huge
dividends to the firm’s

Striking cleaners on Avanti West Coast trains last week
parent company. Last
year over £10.8 million
was handed over.
Workers must be ready
to walk out again.
RMT general secretary
Mick Lynch said, “Not only
should these companies
cough what our members
are owed, they should be

stripped of their lucrative
rail contracts and all
outsourced staff bought
back on the railway as
direct employees.”
“The fact that some
of our members are on
minimum wage with no
right to company sick
pay is a scandal.”

THE THREAT of strikes
disrupting the Cheltenham
horse racing festival has won
Stagecoach West bus drivers
a 12 percent pay rise.
The 380 drivers accepted
the pay deal for 2021 and
2022. Bosses were forced
to give the offer as the
Cheltenham shuttle bus service
is a huge contract they didn’t
want to miss out on.
The dispute was the first
time ever that the drivers,
who are based at the Bristol,
Cheltenham, Coalway,
Gloucester, Stroud, and
Swindon depots, had ever
voted for strike action.
Unite general secretary
Sharon Graham said, “This is
a great win for our members
who, by standing together
collectively, have ensured
that Stagecoach made a vastly
improved pay offer.”
nAROUND 1,000 bus
drivers employed by Arriva

in London are set to strike
for 24 hours on Monday
with a further 48-hour strike
planned for 28 March.
Workers are determined to
walk out as the firm refuses to
make an acceptable pay offer.
The current offer which
has been rejected is just
1.5 percent, way below the
7.8 percent inflation mark.
Depots in Brixton, Croydon,
Norwood and Thornton Heath,
that operate routes across
south and central London will
be affected.
The Unite union says that if
there is no breakthrough then
further industrial action will
be announced. There must be
no deal less than inflation.
Unite general secretary
Sharon Graham said, “Arriva’s
pay offer is pathetic and it is
an insult to bus drivers who
continued to work throughout
the pandemic risking their
health to ensure London could
continue to function.”

TRAINS AND LONDON UNDERGROUND

No stop for Night Tube
PICKET LINES continue to
assemble at stations and
depots in a fight to protect
the Night Tube drivers’ grade.
Drivers in the RMT union on
the Central and Victoria lines
have been striking every Friday
and Saturday night causing
massive delays to the services.
After several weeks and
separate action across the
whole Underground network
workers must start building
for a reballot and not pause
the action.

nTRAIN conductors
continue to strike
every Sunday across
Transpennine services
whilst refusing to digitally
scan passengers’ tickets.
The workers in the
RMT union are battling
against attacks on pay and
enhancements.
There are many more
Sunday strikes planned but
workers should consider
escalating to beat back the
bosses.

EDUCATION

School strikes have power
to hit back at the bosses
STRIKES CONTINUE at South
Chingford school, east London,
over redundancies and
workload.
NEU union members claim
a lack of progress has been
made during the dispute
and are returning to pickets
despite some movement over
workload.
Redundancies are the key
issue and workers’ energetic
picket lines will return for
three days from this Tuesday,
followed by a further three
days next week.
Lots of solidarity and
funds have been received
by the workers as they hope
to hammer through their
demands.
lSend messages of solidarity
to Sandra.faria@neu.org.uk

nGOVERNORS AT John
Fisher Catholic school in
Croydon, south London,

were removed from their
roles by the church diocese
after the school invited a gay
author on world book day.
The church authorities
removed the governors at John
Fisher school and added an
interim executive board. There
are now no parent or elected
staff governors.
This move had been
backed by the Archbishop of
Southwark, John Wilson.
The Department for
Education is investigating
whether the school has
complied with the equality act.
This display of homophobia
must be resisted by all,
especially those in the NEU.
lMessages of solidarity
can be sent to s.carquez@
johnfisherschool.org
lLetters of protest to the
diocese must be addressed
to Archbishop John Wilson at
aps@rcaos.org.uk
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Fury in Coventry as
union rep attacked
STRIKING Coventry
HGV2 drivers are even
more determined to win
after their Labour council bosses launched a
new assault by suspending Unite union deputy
convenor Pete Randle.
The council accuses
Randle of gross misconduct
and warns that if a internal investigation proves the
allegations, he will be sacked.
But Unite says the charges
are bogus.
This has redoubled the bin
strikers’ anger as they continue the action they started
at the end of January and
ballot for another strike until
June.
It includes new issues of
bullying.
The strikers p
 rotested
outside the council

h eadquarters on Thursday
and chanted, “Unite, Unite,
We stand and fight,” “Shame
on you for turning blue,” and,
“Keir Starmer—are you still
sniggering at Coventry.”
The council’s latest
offensive comes on top of its
systematic scabbing operation
designed to break the strike.
Haydn Jones, convenor
of Coventry HGV2 drivers, told a Socialist Worker

PROTESTING AT the council last week

reporter, “By attacking our
deputy c onvenor Coventry
City Council have shown
that they are frightened of us.
Make no mistake, we stand in
complete solidarity with Pete.
“There should not be and
will not be any further talks
with the council while Pete is

Picture: Unite West Midlands

suspended. The Labour Party
is adopting anti-working class
behaviours, and Unite should
no longer support it.”
The bin workers want a
“market rate supplement” to
bring their very low pay band
rates up to the level that
similar workers in the local

BIN WORKERS

Bin battles across England over pay
REFUSE workers employed
by Adur and Worthing
council on the south coast
of England began two weeks
of strikes on Monday.
There was a very good
turnout on the picket
line on the first day.
The workers are in
the GMB union.
Many transferred over
from the recognised
union, Unison, after years
of inadequate pay rises,
or no pay rises at all.
One of the workers said,
“It’s down to wages, as
well as the job itself and
how hard it is getting. It’s
also how little respect we
get from management
and some of the public.
During lockdown, we were
god’s gift. Now we’re just a
pain in the backside if we
are blocking the road.”
The council says that it
is offering enhancements
in addition to the local
government 1.7 percent
national wage rise.

But GMB full time officer
Gary Palmer has stated that
unless there is a properly
negotiated offer, a formal
agreement, and a formal
ending of the strike, then
the strike will continue.
Steve Guy
nBIN WORKERS in Wiltshire
continue a two-week strike
they began last week.
The GMB union claims
one bin worker was knocked
to the ground by a scab
bin lorry while he was on
a picket line and two other
members were also struck.
Union members are
on strike over a pay deal
with Hills Municipal
Collections which runs
the Wiltshire service.
The Tory-controlled
council condemned the
union’s picket line positions
for endangering safety.
nOUTSOURCED refuse
workers in Solihull are set
for strikes on 28 March

after 84 percent of workers
voted to walk out.
The members of the
GMB union currently work
for subcontractor Amey,
which is now refusing
to open negotiations.
GMB organiser Dave
Warwick said, “These
refuse collectors know what
they are worth. They’ve
worked right through the
pandemic, and now they
want to be paid at least
the industry average.”
nREFUSE workers in
Northampton were
set to start a vote on
whether to strike from
Wednesday of this week.
Recycling and refuse
collectors have been offered
a 2.5 percent pay offer
by outsourcer Veolia.
The below-inflation offer
is even more outrageous
as Northampton council
increased the money it give
to Veolia by 5.5 percent. The
ballot closes on 6 April.

area are paid. This is common
practice in many councils.
It would cost the council
just £300,000 to deliver this.
Instead it has officially spent
£2.9 million already on the
dispute—with more to come.
This is a vision of a Labour
government under Keir
Starmer. It’s one that would
prefer to spend ten times as
much on attacking unions than
it would cost to settle a strike.
Unite is calling a s olidarity
rally for the bin workers on
Saturday 26 March. But it
could do more. It should call
rallies for strikers and their
supporters at the companies
organising the scabbing.
It should encourage other
sections of the council workforce to put forward their
own grievances and join the
strikes. And it should make
good on its threats to stop
funding a Labour Party that
is savaging its members.

Socialist Worker
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Solidarity with sacked
union rep Nina Doran
by SOPHIE SQUIRE
IN A frontal attack on
workers’ struggle, bosses
at City of Liverpool College
have sacked Nina Doran, the
college’s longest-serving
UCU union rep of 15 years.
Nina has worked at the
college for 30 years, first
as an English Lecturer and
later as a Teacher Educator.
She told Socialist Worker
that her dismissal is not the
first time college bosses
have tried to get rid of trade
union activists. “I’m the
Liaison Committee secretary
and branch rep and was the
chief negotiator on pay until
my dismissal. I’m the fourth
union rep they’ve sacked in
eight years.”
“All of us were targeted
because we were effective
union reps. We agitated and
challenged at the college.”

Suspended

strike fund: Unity Trust Bank
a/c Unite WM/7116 Branch
Coventry Local Government,
Sort code: 60-83-01, a/c
number: 20302665. Messages
of support to Pete.Randle@
unitetheunion.org
Thanks to Sean Leahy
and Richard Milner

Six months ago Nina was
suspended as a union rep,
and last Friday, management
dismissed her. Nina believes
her role as a whistleblower
was the trigger for bosses to
remove her.
But this suspension
also came at a critical
time. In September last
year UCU members at the
college struck for six days.
Nina said management
suspended her just one
week before the first strike
took place.
“The bosses knew that
without me agitating, they
could more easily divide
the workers and potentially

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS
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lCoventry bin worker’s

Last push in
PCS voting
THE PCS union says it’s
close to the 50 percent
turnout it is looking for
in a national consultative
ballot over pay, pensions
and the cost of living crisis.
It adds to the union’s
members, “But every vote
is crucial and we need
your help to achieve it.”
The ballot closes next
Monday, so there are only
a few days left to vote.
The union says, “Getting
a 50 percent plus turnout
will be a massive game
changer for all of our
members and strengthen
our negotiating position
with the government.”
If the turnout is anything
like the union believes,
it is an impressive show
of the potential to hold a
formal strike ballot and
move quickly to strikes.
A big pay battle now
would be a focus for millions
of workers who face a
massive cost of living crisis.
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scare them against the
action,” said Nina.
Nina also says that the
employer tries to break
union activity in other ways.
“Our ability to have proper
physical in-work time mass
meetings across the five
college sites has been
removed, and teachers and
UCU representatives can no
longer sit on the Board of
Governors,” she said.
“Our facilities time—time
off for union duties—has
been cut and the ability to
represent members while
balancing a huge workload
of teaching has become
very difficult.”
Nina insists that the
workplace has changed
dramatically in the last
ten years. “Our college
has turned from having
a community ethos to
a business one. It’s a
neoliberal joy,” she said.
But despite the bosses’
moves, Nina says union
activity is still strong.
“We’ve still got a very
good union density at the
college, and the support
I have received since
my dismissal has been
great. The UCU Further
Education Committee has
unanimously carried a
motion of support already.”
Nina’s sacking is an
attack on workers’ right to
organise. Trade unionists
should send support to
Nina and her colleagues as
they campaign for her full
reinstatement.
lTweet messages of support
to @UCUCoLC And use the
hashtag #JusticeforNina

Escalation needed to
win in universities
>>Continued from back page
that reach the turnout
threshold under the Tory
anti-union laws. Instead
of reducing the strikes,
the union leaders should
be escalating the action.
It is always harder to win
momentum and enthusiasm
for a strike campaign if there
is no clear strategy to win.
UCU Left, which Socialist
Worker supports, explained
why it is vital that strikes
escalate. It says, “Hitting our
institutions for a week at
a time can put pressure on
our employers to shift from
their intransigent position.
“And it is through strong,
vibrant action that we will
create the climate to give us
the best chance of extending
our mandates in re-ballots for
strikes and marking boycotts
in the summer term.”
Workers must push to
make the ten days of strikes
as big and as effective as

possible. It is also essential
that rank and file activists
push for more democracy
within their union and force
those at the top to listen
when they say escalation
is the only way to win.
lFull list of what universities
are on strike and on which days
bit.ly/UCUstrikes22

nWORKERS AT Staffordshire
University are set to strike
on Monday 28 March
unless management drop
plans to employ new
staff via a wholly-owned
subsidiary company. UCU
union members voted
70 percent for strikes.
Under the plan, new
staff employed by the
subsidiary will not be able
to access the defined benefit
Teachers’ Pension Scheme
and instead will have to
accept the inferior defined
contribution Staffordshire
University Pension Scheme.
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HIT BACK AT THE TORY
COST OF LIVING CRISIS
by YURI PRASAD

THE TORIES are desperately trying to hide the
growing cost of living crisis
behind their drive to war in
Ukraine.
Ministers spent this weekend briefing journalists that
the surge in bills and prices in
Britain was driven by “insecurity in Europe”.
The war is indeed raising prices, but food and fuel
costs were already rocketing
long before the war—and the
Tories are determined to do
nothing about them.
Instead, with national
insurance and council tax
hikes on the way, workers’ pockets are set to take a
direct hit from Tory policies.
Household bills are set to
rise at least 14 times faster
than wages this year, new
research suggests.
The TUC union federation said its analysis showed
that gas and electricity bills
are on course to increase by
54 percent when the price
cap set by Ofgem changes
in April. But average weekly
wages will go up by 3.75
percent.
That’s less than half the
rate of inflation using the
more accurate RPI measure.
Another set of figures from
Aurora Energy Research,
a consultancy, says British
households face a £38 billion

DO YOU dare turn on the heating

hit to their budgets from an
expected doubling in electricity and gas bills.
The cost of heating and
lighting homes in 2022-23
will be the equivalent of a
6p rise in the basic rate of
income tax. It will mean an
epidemic of poverty.
And according to

economists at Investec and
Goldman Sachs, most of
Britain’s 28.5 million households are due to see their
annual energy bills exceed
£3,000 after the next rise in
October.
The Tories have offered
only the most meagre
measures in response.

Multi-millionaire chancellor
Rishi Sunak has promised
a compulsory £200 loan to
households to be issued in
October.
It will then have to be
repaid over the subsequent
four years.
That won’t reduce by a
penny the amount people are

asked to pay in total. There
will also be a £150 rebate on
council tax bills for those in
property bands A to D. But
many renters won’t see a
penny of that while they are
still expected to pay outrageous amounts for energy.
TUC general secretary
Frances O’Grady said, “The

government must do far more
to help workers with crippling energy costs.
“That means imposing a
windfall tax on oil and gas
profits and using the money
raised to give hard-pressed
families energy grants, not
loans.”
But the government has
no intention of helping out
ordinary people or boosting
incomes.
When Sunak unveils his
spring statement on 23
March, the priority will be
money for war, not the working class.
There will undoubtedly be
some moves designed to camouflage the central policy,
but there will be no real shift
to freeze fuel bills, control
prices, or take the industry
back from privatised firms.
The only effective reply
will be class struggle.
O’Grady recently visited the
Wincanton B&Q workers
in Worksop who fought an
11-week strike and eventually won a bigger pay rise
than they had been offered.
Yet union leaders are not
focused on this sort of resistance or delivering solidarity
for it.
Strikes can get results—
this is the path that has to be
followed. It means a big shift
by the unions from bemoaning the Tory failures towards
encouraging and building
struggle.

Thousands of workers at 68 universities will return to the picket lines
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THOUSANDS of university
workers will head to
the picket lines again
next week in a fight
over pensions, pay,
conditions and equalities.
It’s an important battle.
UCU union activists are
determined to make the
strikes as effective as
possible, despite the real
weaknesses of the union
leaders’ strategy. From

Monday until Friday next
week, UCU members at
39 institutions will strike.
And then from 28 March
until 1 April, workers
in a different set of 29
institutions will walk out.
Ballots were also set
to begin this week at
149 universities for a
further set of strikes.
Members at 65
universities will vote
over whether to take
action over cuts to the
USS pension scheme,

University strikers in central London

and 143 will be balloted
over the “four fights”.
Strikes have only
become more pressing,
as from 1 April employer
body UUK says it will
implement the cuts to
workers’ USS pensions.
These will slash payments
by as much as 35 percent.
Given the scale of the
assault, separating the
strikes into two blocks
with different universities
involved will only weaken
their effectiveness.

Individual branches
were also not consulted
over when would be the
best days for them to
strike, which in some
cases may mean strikes
fall on reading weeks.
And, despite a vote
on the union’s Higher
Education Committee for a
five-week balloting period,
the union has decided it
should be for three
weeks. That could sabotage
the number of universities

>>Continued on page 19
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