IT’S RIGHT TO REBEL
New Extinction Rebellion actions this week target oil giants in London
PLUS Oil depot blockades at ten terminals >>Page 20
Direct action—how do we change the world? >>Pages 14&15

BABY DEATHS

WHAT WENT WRONG
IN SHROPSHIRE
MATERNITY? >>Pages 10&11
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AFTER MASSACRES IN UKRAINE

NO MORE
HORROR
NO WIDER
WAR
THE EVIDENCE of Russian
massacres in Ukraine
underlines the terrible
cost of imperialist war.
But it is already
being used to flood
still more weapons
into the w
 arzone
and to unleash
even
more

m ilitary intervention. The

killings must not be a p
 retext
for Nato and its allies to
guarantee yet more death
and destruction.

Refugees welcome here

lNO TO RUSSIA’S UKRAINE INVASION
lSTOP NATO’S MILITARY ESCALATION
lFIGHT IMPERIALISM EVERYWHERE

Don’t let the foul
Russian crimes
in Bucha widen
Ukraine war
>>Page 3

Revealed Nato’s
plans to expand
war globally
>>Page 17

SRI LANKA

Cabinet resigns
amid protests
and turmoil
SRI LANKA is in the grip of
an economic and political
crisis so deep that one former
prime minister has described
it as an “Arab Spring”.
The spiralling price of
food, fuel and electricity last
week brought huge crowds
swarming onto the streets of
the capital Colombo and the
central city of Kandy.

>>Page 8

COST OF LIVING

Energy price
rises strangle
living standards
GAS AND electric prices
soared last Friday.
The energy price cap
rose almost £700 to £1,971
a year for an average
household.
Hunger, missed rent and
mortgage payments and not
enough cash to cover bills
are a growing threat for
working class people.

>>Page 4
P&O

Union leaders
allowed jobs fight
to go down
ALMOST EVERY sacked
P&O worker signed
redundancy agreements—
effective blackmail by
bosses—last week.
This is a result of the union
leaders’ strategy of relying on
politicians and the law rather
than workers’ action.

>>Page 6
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘God made man
in his own image.
He made man
and he made
woman’

Tory minister for the 19th
century Jacob Rees Mogg
explains the subtle government
position on being anti-Trans

‘I put away
childish things
and false bravado
and returned a
man full in the
knowledge of
human frailty and
suffering’

Prince Andrew takes to his exwife’s Instagram to go on about
his experiences in the Falklands.
The post was deleted soon after
partially because he used the
titles he has lost

‘Do the British
—this ancient
warrior nation
—still have the
bottle for battle?
Tony Parsons is very excited at
he prospect of more war but
worries we are all too soft to
fight the Russians

‘We all make
judgements
which we have
time to reflect,
the world has
moved on’
Welsh secretary Simon Hart
explains that there is no need
for resignations for ‘partygate’
because of the war

TROUBLEMAKER

Tory Home Secretary was paid
cash by US spook’s think tank
HOME SECRETARY Priti
Patel will soon decide
w h e t h e r t o ex t r a d i t e
Wikileaks founder Julian
Assange to the US.
But she has been a political
adviser to—and been funded
by—a right-wing lobby group
which has attacked Assange
in the British media for a
decade.
The Declassified UK
w ebsite says Patel sat on
the Henry Jackson Society’s
(HJS) advisory council from
around 2013-16.
She received funds from the
HJS, and was paid £2,500 by
the group to visit Washington
in March 2013 to attend a
“security” programme in the
US Congress.
Patel also hosted an
HJS event in parliament
soon after she returned

Tory home secretary Priti Patel

from Washington. After the
Supreme Court said last
month it was refusing to
hear Assange’s appeal of a
High Court decision against
him, Patel will now decide his
fate. He faces life in prison in
the US.
The HJS, which does not
disclose its funders, has
links to the CIA, the intelligence agency behind the

prosecution of Assange and
which reportedly developed
plans to assassinate him.
On the HJS advisory council at the same time as Patel
was Lord James Arbuthnot,
a former Conservative
defence minister. His wife,
Lady Emma Arbuthnot,
was Westminster Chief
Magistrate from 2016-21.
For part of her tenure, she

l

PRINCE ANDREW was given £1 million by an
alleged fraudster and is now embroiled in a
High Court battle over missing money. The abuser
Andrew and Sarah Ferguson, his ex-wife, received
“suspicious” payments on the orders of Selman
Turk, a former Goldman Sachs banker, as part of
a £40 million international fraud, it is alleged. The
payments included a £750,000 “gift” to the Duke by
Nebahat Evyap Isbilen, Turkish millionairess. The first
payment came days after Turk had won an award at
the Duke’s Dragons Den-style competition. Isbilen
has told the High Court she believes the payment
was connected to Turk’s appearance at the event.

Get in
touch with
Socialist
Worker

Andrew

Any chance of paying tax Skippy?

half of this year. The
consortium has an option
to acquire the remaining
40 percent of the business.
It is still best known for
its ownership of Thames
Water from 2006 to 2017.
Macquarie paid out almost
£3 billion in dividends
while amassing debts of
£10 billion and paid almost
no corporation tax in Britain.

@

US COMPANIES posted record
profits in 2021. Corporate pre‑tax
profits surged 25 percent year on
year to £2.14 trillion, the Bureau of
Economic Analysis said last week.
That’s the largest annual increase
since 1976, according to the Federal
Reserve bank. When taxes are fac‑
tored in, last year’s corporate profit
increases were even more remarkable.
They soared 37 percent from 2020,
more than any other time since the
Fed began tracking profits in 1948.

MCDONALD’S claimed
£872 million in
taxpayer‑funded Covid
support while benefiting
from a tax avoidance
scheme.
The firm will dodge
hundreds of millions of
pounds in tax.
The fast-food giant paid
out a record £2.8 billion
to shareholders in 2020
as its drive-through
restaurants remained
open while many others
companies were forced to
close.
Throughout the
pandemic McDonald’s
benefited from
£297 million in furlough
payments. It got
£143 million through
Eat Out to Help Out,

l

Vampire kangaroo
back for the gas
AN investment bank known
as the “Vampire Kangaroo”
has snapped up a vital
part of Britain’s gas grid.
Sydney-based Macquarie
has taken a 60 percent
stake in National Grid’s gas
transmission and metering
business. The network
part operates more than
4,000 miles of gas pipes.
It earned its “Vampire
Kangaroo” nickname after
developing a reputation for
buying companies, loading
them with debt and sucking
out money for shareholders.
Macquarie, which teamed
up with Canadian asset
manager British Columbia
Investment Management
Corporation, said it expects
completion in the second

was in charge of the Assange
case and made two key
rulings against him in 2018.
Lady Arbuthnot eventually
stepped aside from ruling
on the case because of a
“perception of bias”.
The links between Patel
and Lord Arbuthnot go
further. In 2010, soon after
becoming an MP, Patel
was appointed one of five
p arliamentary officers of
the Conservative Friends of
Israel when the group was
chaired by Lord Arbuthnot.
Patel was forced to resign
as secretary of state for international development in
November 2017 after it was
revealed that she had held
more than a dozen undeclared meetings with Israeli
ministers while on holiday in
the country.

Would you like
a tax break
with that ?
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socialistworker.co.uk
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
Twitter @socialistworker

Slap in the face for
workers at Oscars
SCANDAL AT the Oscars?
How about crossing a
workers’ picket line?
Following the awards
show in Los Angeles,
rapper Jay‑Z hosted a
party at the Chateau
Marmont hotel.
Workers there have
been leading a boycott
since February 2021 amid
allegations of rampant
sexual misconduct, racial
discrimination and union
busting.
The billionaire refused
to move his party to a
different venue. Around
75 hotel workers and
supporters picketed the
Chateau. Celebrity scabs
included Zoë Kravitz,
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Timothée Chalamet,
Michael B. Jordan,
Rihanna, Saweetie, Daniel
Kaluuya, Tiffany Haddish,
Tyler Perry and Kim
Kardashian.

l

THIS YEAR’S Oscar
goody bag was the
usual six-figure haul of
extravagant bullshit,
But it hints that the cost
of living crisis is hitting
Hollywood.
In 2019, plastic surgeon
to the stars, Dr Konstantin
Vasyukevich, popped
a £23,000 voucher for
cosmetic procedures
into the goody bag. In
2020, it was £19,000. This
year? A measly £7,000.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

Tax avoidence —I’m loving it

£60 million from
business rates relief, and
£372 million from a VAT
cut, research by campaign
group War on Want
calculated.
McDonald’s did not
dispute the figures
but said it disagreed
with the “inaccurate
characterisations used
to build a misleading
narrative”.
War on Want called
for an investigation into
McDonald’s tax affairs
which it estimated will
cost the government of
£295 million over ten
years.
Under a 2016 deal,
McDonald’s UK subsidiary
paid £2.7 billion for the
rights to collect fees
in Asia from another
McDonald’s company
in Singapore—a low tax
country. The money
was then returned as a
dividend which was not
taxable in Britain.
McDonald’s was also
allowed to claim further
tax relief by accounting
for the depreciation of the
Asian rights over time.
In 2015 trade unions
and campaigners
revealed details of how
the company had shifted
millions through low tax
Luxembourg.
The European
Commission’s subsequent
investigation found
that McDonald’s tax
arrangements were unfair,
but not illegal.
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Don’t let the foul Russian
crimes widen Ukraine war
by SARAH BATES

WAVES OF disgust rippled across
the globe last weekend at evidence of Russia’s war crimes.
Dozens of corpses, some found
with their hands tied, were scattered
across the streets of Ukrainian towns
near the capital Kiev.
Ukrainian government officials
and human rights groups detailed
the horror of decomposing corpses,
alongside burnt-out vehicles and
shelled buildings, as Russian troops
retreated.
Russian troops appear to be
withdrawing from the north of the
country to advance more strongly
into eastern and southern Ukraine,
around the critical Donbas region.
The mayor of Bucha, a town 15
miles from Kiev, said there were 280
people in mass graves.
Resident Halyna Tovkach tried to
leave her home on 5 March, when
invading forces murdered her husband, Oleg.
She told the Observer newspaper
a Russian armoured car shot at their
vehicle as they tried to evacuate.
“I felt something hit my right
shoulder, a bullet. I pushed my husband to get out of the car. But he
wasn’t moving. I realised he was
dead. I just opened my door and ran.”
Machine gun fire slaughtered a
young mother and her two small children who were travelling in the same
convoy.
It is one story of many similar horrors across Ukraine. Yet it’s being
used as an opportunity to drum up
support for military escalation in
Ukraine—a guaranteed path to more
death and destruction.
Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelensky is pushing for more arms to
be rushed in by Western allies.
And Andrzej Duda, Polish president said, “Pictures from Bucha disprove the belief that we have to seek
a compromise at any cost. In fact,

3

6 April 2022

Sanctions
boost Putin
support
SANCTIONS MAY be helping
Vladimir Putin rather than
undermining him, according
to recent Russian polls.
Figures released last
weekend showed support
for Putin had risen from
71 percent in February to
83 percent in mid-March.
Approval of the government
had gone up from 55
percent to 70 percent.
Any poll during a war
when there is a crackdown
on those who dissent has
to be regarded with some
scepticism.
But the pollsters, the
Levada Centre, are not
mouthpieces for the regime.
In 2016, the Russian Ministry
of Justice placed the centre
on the register of NGOs
“performing the functions of
foreign agents”.
As hardship bites, it’s
possible people are angry at
Western economic warfare
and therefore are rallying
around the “war leader”.
Yet Western governments

VOLUNTEERS IN Bucha put a body into a van full of dead civilians

the defenders of Ukraine need three
things above all—weapons, weapons,
weapons.”
Such horrors are not unique to the
Russian military, but an inevitable
consequence of imperialist conflict
(see page 16).
They are what Britain did in a
string of colonial wars and in Iraq
and Afghanistan, what the US did in
Vietnam and many other countries,
and France did in Algeria.
It is the way imperialist forces seek
to break and intimidate those they
want to oppress. But hypocrites such

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories
that matter socialistworker.co.uk
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lSave 07377 632 826 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp
lSend ‘start’ to the number

as Boris Johnson will throw their
hands up in mock horror at the reality of war.
It is rank hypocrisy for Johnson to
throw his support behind a vicious
Saudi Arabian regime yet decry similar tactics used by Vladimir Putin’s
government.
Yemen is a particularly brutal
example. Saudi Arabian military
backed by Britain and the US has
carried out horrifying airstrikes
against civilians.
An estimated 150,000 Yemenis
have died as a direct result of armed

conflict. Johnson and his ilk show
their protestations are not based on
respect for human life, but on where
their imperialist interests lie.
Bucha is the future promised to the
whole of Ukraine if Russia’s invasion
goes on and Nato continues to beat
the drum for war.
Stop the War Coalition national
day of action, Ukraine—Peace Now!
This Saturday, 9 April—protests, vigils,
demonstrations, stalls or petitioning. For
details go to
stopwar.org.uk. International rally with
Noam Chomsky and others Sat 9 April,
details at stopwar.org.uk

US boasts of new nuclear sub
PRESIDENT BIDEN last Saturday
joined a commissioning ceremony
for the USS Delaware, a
nuclear-powered attack
submarine.
The submarine is 115 metres
long and is configured to launch
Tomahawk cruise missiles, which
can obliterate targets a thousand
miles away. It cost £2.65 billion.
“This is one hell of a fighting
machine. To our adversaries,
let me just say this—don’t mess
with the USS Delaware,” said
Democrat senator Tom Carper at
the ceremony.
“First Lady” Jill Biden was
decreed to be the submarine’s
sponsor, a ceremonial role
“meant to bring a vessel luck”.

USS Delaware conducts operations in
the Atlantic ocean

She exclaimed, “Officers and
crew of the USS Delaware, man
our ship and bring her to life.”
Michelle Obama sponsored
the USS Illinois and Laura
Bush sponsored the USS Texas
submarines.

Vladimir Putin

are ready to maintain
sanctions against Russia
even if there is a peace deal.
The move underlines that
Nato powers are using the
war to further extend their
control.
Western officials said
that only full Russian troop
withdrawal and the return
of all captured territory
would be enough to trigger
discussions over lifting
sanctions.
So if Russia and its allies
were, for example, left with
control over parts of Donbas
in eastern Ukraine, then
the sanctions would not be
lifted.
“I think we need to give
them a reality check,” a
senior EU official told the
Financial Times newspaper.
Boris Johnson is pushing
in the same direction.
He told MPs last week it
was “certainly inconceivable
that any sanctions could be
taken off simply because
there is a ceasefire”.
His government is
making sure there is “no
backsliding on sanctions
by any of our friends and
partners around the world”,
he added.
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Rising bills
will mean
there’s ‘no
money left
to live on’
by SAM ORD

SOARING GAS and electric
prices have pushed millions
of people into hardship and
poverty.
Hunger, cold homes, missed rent
and mortgage payments, and not
enough spare cash are a growing
reality for many working class
people.
The energy price cap has risen by
almost £700 to £1,971 a year for an
average household. Disgracefully
those who have prepayment
meters—overwhelmingly the
poorest people—will see a greater
increase of £708.
And the hardship is set to
worsen with the national insurance
tax rising from 12 to 13.5 percent
this week.
Single mother Tamsin from
Coventry will see her gas and electric bill shoot up from £167 to £232
a month, as well as her rent.
“We’re looking for savings with
things like no more Netflix—every
tenner counts. Most of my wage
already goes on bills, I’ll need to work
more,” she told Socialist Worker.

Supermarket

Rising bills and low wages hit
Tamsin before the Covid pandemic
began. “It’s always been a struggle,
I don’t get any help from the state,”
she added.
“I had to resort to the social
supermarket before Christmas. I
work and I’m having to live a similar life to what I did when I was on
benefits.
“Once the money for all my bills
has gone out, I haven’t much left to
have any sort of life. Come June I’ll
really be in the shit—I’m trying not
to think about it.”
Paula Peters is a member of
the Disabled People Against Cuts
steering committee. She told Socialist
Worker, “Disabled people are already
in debt to energy providers.
“There are over 4 million d
 isabled
people in abject poverty and
they can’t afford the cost of food,
transport and everything else.”

LABOUR PARTY

Starmer tries to face both
ways on cost of living crisis
THE LABOUR Party
spent last week tying
itself in knots over the
cost of living crisis and
trans rights.
Labour leader Keir
Starmer thinks the
party can gain from
anger at the cost of
living in local elections
next month.
Launching the
party’s local election
campaign last
Thursday, he said
people deserved
better than the
Tories’ “pathetic” and
“miserable” response
to the crisis.
He repeated the
party’s call for a
“windfall tax” on oil
and gas companies
“who have made
profits they didn’t
expect to make.”
But at the same
time Starmer is
desperate to win over
those same energy
company bosses.
He wants to show
the era of previous
Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn, who said
utility companies
should be brought into
public ownership, is
long over.
Starmer tried to
balance the two in a

BACK STORY

Energy bill hikes and rising
prices are hitting this month
lPeople will see their household
bills skyrocket as the cost of
food, council tax and fuel all hit
record highs
lThe rise in National Insurance
contributions also takes effect
this month
lTory claims to be on the side of
the poorest are a joke
lStrikes and protests are the
way to harness the anger and
win over the cost of living crisis

Paula explained that the cost of
energy “will have a catastrophic
impact”. “Disabled people simply
don’t have anything left to give.
“Many don’t have that money but
need to keep their homes warm with
the conditions they have. Disabled
people are dying now and they’re
going to die next winter.
“The spring statement did
nothing for disabled people. All this
government has callously shown is
that we’re expendable and they see
us as worthless.”
Dan, a rail worker in the West
Midlands, agrees. “I haven’t had
a pay rise in over two years, so
I’m seeing how price rises are just
taking up more and more of my
pay,” he said.
Dan thinks that the price hikes
and rising inflation show workers
paying for the Tories’ failures. “I
see these rises and the lack of effective government intervention as just
another cut,” he explained.
“The Tories know their mates in
these energy companies are making
ridiculous profits. Between 2016 and
2020 Britain’s top five energy companies grabbed £7.7 billion in profit.”
Hundreds of people joined protests across Britain last Saturday
organised by the People’s
Assembly—including around 300
in London and 200 in Manchester.
But much more action is needed
to focus the fury at the attacks on
working class people onto the Tories.

PROTESTERS AGAINST the cost of living crisis in London on Saturday

Picture: Socialist Worker

Union leaders must tackle cost of
living crisis rather than back war
TRADE UNION leaders are
turning their backs on the cost
of living crisis while they busy
themselves supporting a march
that will boost Nato’s escalation
over Ukraine.
No union leader says openly
that protests and strikes are
wrong at a time of war and
disrupt “national unity”. But in
practice most act in that rotten
spirit.
Where are the protests over
the terrible poverty and hardship
that is happening to millions
of people? Instead, many
union leaders are backing the
Ukraine Solidarity Campaign’s
demonstration in central London
on Saturday.
The list of supporters includes
the PCS, GMB, Aslef, Bfawu,
NUM and CWU unions. The
slogans—troops out of Ukraine,
no to Putin’s war, Ukrainian
refugees welcome—are ones
that everyone should support.
Although all refugees welcome

Fight for workers, not war

would be a better demand.
But by deliberately not
mentioning the role of Nato
and Western imperialism, the
organisers are covering-up the
crimes of the West. This is not an
accidental omission.
It flows from the idea that our
own rulers are innocent and that
only Russian president Vladimir
Putin is guilty. This assists the
Western calls for arms, spiralling
military spending and sanctions
that punish Russia’s people.

It will help Boris Johnson
to escape from his crimes by
offering no criticism of Britain’s
war policy—except perhaps that
it is insufficiently bloodthirsty.
And it will be a march for more
war.
Unions should be exposing
and opposing Nato’s role—as
the Unison, NEU and FBU unions
have done. And they should be
hurling themselves into mass
protests and strikes over the cost
of living.
The TUC union federation
has called a march and rally for
Saturday 18 June in London. It
calls for “action on the cost of
living, a new deal for working
people, and a pay rise for all
workers”.
It should be built as a massive
event and act as a launchpad for
hard-hitting strikes.
But we can’t wait two more
months for any resistance. And
unity over the war makes class
battles harder.

Starmer—woeful

television interview
last Friday.
“People don’t want
a revolution. They do
want to know, ‘How
am I going to pay my
energy bill?’,” he said.
“What I want people
to do is to look at the
Labour Party and see a
party that understands
their worries and
is prepared to put
practical plans on the
table.”

Poorest

So, expect small
measures from
Labour—but nothing
too radical. Its
“practical plan”
meant asking energy
companies to “pay
their fair share”.
Meanwhile, only the
very poorest would get
the full £600 off energy
bills that Labour touts

when the average
energy bill is set to rise
by at least £700.
Labour is much
keener on funding war
and weapons. It called
last Wednesday for
a major increase in
military spending.
In the same week
Labour also tried to
pose as supporters
of improved rights for
trans people, while
appeasing those who
want to roll trans
rights back.
Starmer said
Labour supported
reforms to make it
easier for trans people
to self-identify.
But no Labour
politician felt able to
say outright that trans
women are women.
“Men have penises,
women have vaginas,”
Wes Streeting said
in an interview—to
the applause of
transphobes.
It was a week
that showed while
Labour might pose a
progressive party for
working class people,
it is always committed
to the needs of the
bosses and demands
of the right.
Nick Clark

‘Stay and hide’ in Labour
LABOUR LEFT group
Momentum told its
supporters last week
to retreat in the face of
the party leadership’s
latest assault on
members.
Labour’s ruling
body, the national
executive committee,
last week agreed to
ban members from
supporting three left
wing groups.
After the decision
Momentum sent an

email to supporters
advising them to
erase any hint of past
support for those
groups from their
social media accounts.
Rather than defy the
assault and stand with
those who are expelled,
Momentum wants its
members to abandon
them and deny any
association.
Momentum said
socialists should
“stay and fight” inside

Labour after the right
retook control of the
party’s leadership.
In reality staying in
Labour means “stay
and hide”.

WHAT
WHAT WE
WE THINK
THINK

BATTLE FOR TRANS RIGHTS
IS A FIGHT FOR US ALL

A

S BITTERNESS and
anger grows over the
Tories’ and bosses’
assault on living
standards, politicians
look for ways to divide the
opposition among ordinary
people.Their latest target is trans
rights. But Boris Johnson faced a
dilemma this week.
His government has for the
last four years promised to ban
LGBT+ conversion therapy
in Britain. But last Thursday a
leaked Downing Street briefing
paper revealed he had blocked
legislation banning the practice.
After confusion and backlash
from within his own party, a
double U-turn by a scrambling
Johnson announced that the
ban would go ahead. But this
would only include a ban on gay
conversion practices—not trans
conversion therapy.
Johnson is trying to walk a
tightrope. He wants to push
division—but even the Tories
know, with widespread sympathy
for LGBT+ rights, there’s only so
much bigotry they can get away
with.
Hence the government
plans to hold a global LGBT+
conference—Safe To Be Me—in

June this year to coincide with
the 50th anniversary of the first
London Pride demonstration.
Over 80 LGBT+ and HIV
charities have said they will
boycott the event over the
government’s failure to promise a
ban on trans conversion therapy.
The Labour Party pulled itself
into a similar dilemma last week
as its leading politicians struggled
to say clearly that trans women
are women.
On the same day as Johnson’s
double U-turn, the Equality and
Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) announced that trans
people can be excluded from
single-sex services. It said that as
long as the reasons are “justifiable

‘‘

The Tories see
trans rights as
the easiest target
to push hatred
and division

the poorest. Fossil fuels must
remain in the ground.
But that solution isn’t
something the fossil fuel
companies and governments
will consider—there’s too much
money to be made.
This is far from the first report
to warn of impending disaster.
Yet, even in the unlikely scenario
of world leaders keeping to their
climate promises, temperatures
would still rise by 3.2 degrees
this century. Avoiding disaster
means taking the fight to the

Labour failed women staff
TWO FORMER Labour
Party staff were asked
to sign confidentiality
agreements after
making complaints
of sexual harassment
about a senior official.
Laura Murray and
Georgie Robertson
raised concerns
about “inappropriate
behaviour” in March
2020. The pair said
they were assured

their complaints would
be kept confidential.
But the official was
informed without their
consent.
Labour suspended
the official but
reinstated him after
the two said they
felt “pressured”
to withdraw their
complaints. They
said they had no
confidence in

the process after
their request for
confidentiality had
been ineffective.
They later submitted
formal grievances but
said their complaints
were “never dealt with
seriously” after that.
They also refused to
sign confidentiality
agreements and
resigned without pay
outs.

and proportionate” services can
be limited to a single sex.
The guidance from the state
equalities watchdog added this
includes people who hold a gender
recognition certificate.
That means in practice that
trans women in particular will be
denied access to toilets, domestic
abuse refuges, shelters, gyms and
hospitals.
Far from providing clarity, the
EHRC statement has created
more confusion. But it will help
the Tories push hostility towards
trans people.
Their focus is on pitting people
against each other. They want to
push the idea that women and
trans women have competing
rights and interests, stopping them
looking upwards toward a system
that sets people apart.
The U-turning shows Johnson
isn’t completely sure how far
he can push his crackdown on
people’s rights and what is best
for his agenda.
But the Tories clearly see trans
rights as the easiest target. From
there, they can push even more
hatred and division.
That’s why their assaults on
trans rights have to be met with
united opposition.

ANOTHER DIRE WARNING
C
LIMATE SCIENTISTS are
warning that “it’s now
or never” to cut global
emissions to prevent the worst
effects of climate collapse. That’s
the conclusion of the latest report
from the UN’s Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change this
week.
It says at the current rate of
fossil fuel use temperatures are on
track to rise beyond 1.5 degrees
above pre-industrial levels.
This rise would be a death
sentence for many—particularly

cause of accelerated climate
change—profit. For that we need
a radically new system that diverts
away from the bosses’ lust for
economic growth at any cost to
human life and the planet.
That means building a
revolution to topple the climate
killers and put people in charge of
their own futures.
Fighting for a socialist
system that values life and the
environment is the only solution
that will end exploitation and
keep fossil fuels in the ground.
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Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red
and get the latest news every day.
For updates and analysis on the stories that matter
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Our new website brings together stories of
struggles the mainstream won’t report. It
helps you find socialist meetings, protests
and strikes—and the Marxist ideas and
activism to change the world.
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ANALYSIS
ALEX CALLINICOS

Don’t count the US
dollar out just yet
THE WAR in Ukraine is testing all the structures of
global capitalism. It’s also accelerating processes of
change that were already under way.
One of the most widely discussed questions is whether or
not the war will undermine the dominance of the US dollar.
It has spawned what the economic historian Adam Tooze
calls “future-orientated Finance-Fiction”.
On the face of it, this speculation might seem odd. For the
United States has, alongside the European Union (EU), used
its dominance of the global financial system to hit Russia as
hard as possible. In particular they’ve done this by blocking the
Central Bank of Russia’s access to its huge foreign exchange
reserves.
But the case for the dollar’s weakening is exactly about
the reaction to these financial sanctions. The US has been
increasingly using sanctions to pressure regimes it doesn’t
like. Its Office of Foreign Assets Control was, before this war,
administering sanctions against 11,000 organisations and
individuals.
The suggestion is that states will start looking to alternatives
to the dollar to reduce their vulnerability. China has long been
campaigning for such an alternative.
Secondly, Russia’s efforts to bypass sanctions may help to
bring this alternative into existence. Vladimir Putin has turned
to China’s president Xi Jinping for economic and military
assistance. We’re already seeing Russian oil exports to China
increase.
Growing trade between the two countries will of necessity
take place in the Chinese currency, the renminbi. This could
mark the start of the renminbi playing a much bigger role in
the international monetary system.
Coincidentally, a research paper just published by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) shows that the dollar’s
share of central bank reserves fell from 71 percent in 1999 to
59 percent in 2021.
But the renminbi wasn’t the main beneficiary of this decline.
These were other “non-traditional reserve currencies”, notably
the Canadian and Australian dollars, the South Korean won,
and the Swedish krona.
As Tooze points out, these currencies all belong to what
he calls the US “financial security system”. Thus their central
banks are tied to their US counterpart, the Federal Reserve,
through the swap lines it created after the global financial
crisis.
These allow the Fed to supply these central banks with
dollars in moments of financial panic. Thus they act, in Tooze’s
words, as “external buttresses” of the dollar system.
The example of the swap lines underlines why the dollar is
so important today.
Banks and industrial and commercial firms rely these days
on borrowing on international markets to raise money. And
these money markets mainly operate in dollars.
The US also supplies the safest financial asset, Treasury
Bonds. When the financial markets freeze up the Fed steps in
to flood markets with dollars.

Borrowing

Now in recent years there has been a growth in international
borrowing in renminbi, reflecting China’s huge role in world
trade. But the Chinese government has also been imposing
restrictions on its firms’ involvement in global financial
markets, for fear of losing control of them.
It would have to make it much easier for capital to enter and
exit China before its money markets could begin really to rival
the dollar markets.
What we are probably going to see is a degree of
fragmentation of the global financial system. China has an
interest in encouraging trade and investment in renminbi, not
simply to help allies such as Russia, but as self-protection in
case Washington turns the sanctions weapon against it.
Experts differ over how economically disruptive
fragmentation will be. One of the co-authors of the IMF paper,
the economic historian Barry Eichengreen, has long argued
that the world economy has functioned perfectly well with
several reserve currencies in the past.
But the dollar’s days of dominance are far from over—
particularly when the US can count on the EU’s support, as it
can over Ukraine. We are in an era of inter-imperialist rivalries,
but some empires are more powerful than others.

SACKED WORKERS and supporters took to the streets—but they needed more backing

Picture: Guy Smallman

P&O jobs fight sunk by the
union leaders’ weak strategy
by NICK CLARK

P&O BOSSES are to face
criminal and civil investigations after sacking
some 800 workers on the
spot two weeks ago.
Yet the announcement, by
the Insolvency Office, came
less than a day after all but
one of the sacked workers
signed bosses’ redundancy
agreements.
The agreements were
effectively a blackmail tactic
designed to get workers to
accept their sackings.
P&O bosses told w
 orkers
they had until 5pm on
Thursday last week to sign
deals included “enhanced”
redundancy payments. They
said anyone who didn’t sign
by the deadline would only
get the bare minimum statutory redundancy entitlement.
The agreements also
included a gagging clause to
stop workers speaking out
publicly against the company. “I ended up signing
mine,” one sacked worker
told Socialist Worker.
“There was no other
option. We had a gun against
our heads for two weeks—
sign it or lose out on a hell of
a lot of money.
“People have got bills to
pay, mortgages to pay, young
children. There’s only one
guy I know who’s not signed
and wants to try challenging
it legally.”
After the deadline, the

officers’ union Nautilus said
P&O “has gotten away with
it.” The RMT union, which
represents most of the sacked
workers, said it would keep
fighting.
But it is placing all its hopes
on legal action and intervention by the g
 overnment and
the authorities.
The sacked worker said
that all there was left to do
after signing the agreement
was “look for another job.”
“We’ll still put pressure
on them politically,” they
said. “But we’re between a
rock and a hard place. We’ve
all got gagging agreements
we’ve had to sign.”
RMT leaders hoped that
intervention by the Maritime
and Coastal Agency would
help scupper bosses’ plans.
The agency stopped two
P&O ferries from 
s ailing
on safety grounds as their
new agency crews are
undertrained.
Union leaders hoped legal

crew minimum wage hit an
obstacle when port authorities said they wouldn’t
enforce it.
RMT general secretary Mick
Lynch said the Insolvency
Service’s new investigations
were “clear grounds to detain
P&O’s ships while the criminal and civil investigations
are completed”.

Widespread
P&O boss Peter Hebblethwaite
got away with it

action could overturn the
sackings yet the most an
employment tribunal could
do was order P&O to do was
compensate workers.
Government ministers
threatened legal action themselves, only to back down this
week. And even their plans to
force bosses to pay the new

Workers could have stopped ships with direct action

This is the end of a strategy
that relied on politicians and
the law to shut down P&O,
rather than workers’ action.
The sacked workers had
widespread support and it
would have made a huge difference if RMT leaders had
responded immediately with
mass demonstrations which
shut down ports.
They could have called on
the support of every trade
union branch as well as—crucially—other workers in ferries and the ports.
As RMT officials pointed
out, the sackings will encourage bosses at P&O, other ferry
companies, and port authorities, to come for other workers.
Together, those workers
could have stopped the ships
from sailing themselves,
and they would have had
the backing of every trade
unionist.
Instead, there’s little sign
that RMT leaders even considered it. They allowed
bosses to sack 800 workers
on the spot and get away
with it without a fight.

INTERNATIONAL
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Sri Lankan cabinet resigns
amid protests and turmoil
by YURI PRASAD

SRI LANKA is in the grip of an
economic and political crisis
so deep that one former prime
minister has described it as an
“Arab Spring”.
The spiralling price of food, fuel
and electricity last week brought
huge crowds swarming onto the
streets of the capital Colombo and
the central city of Kandy.
Then, on Sunday, the whole
of the cabinet resigned—except
for the hated Rajapaksa brothers, Gotabaya and Mahinda,
president and prime minister,
respectively.
For years the family name
Rajapaksa has inspired fear, based
largely on the brutal atrocities committed in the final stages of the war
on Tamil separatists during the
country’s civil war.
Now people are openly defying their near-dynastic rule and
demanding they be driven from
office.
A protest outside president
Rajapaksa’s Colombo house last
week saw police fire tear gas and
water cannons.
But demonstrators tore through
barricades to set police buses on
fire and put them under a hail of
rocks, stones and rubble.
“The fear factor is definitely not
working the way it used to,” said
Alan Keenan, from the International
Crisis Group, “though repression
remains an option. Sri Lanka is not
out of the woods.”
The economic collapse driving
the protests has spread incredibly
quickly.
The value of the Sri Lankan
rupee has collapsed, inflation has
soared to an unofficial rate of 55
percent, and the country is teetering on the edge of bankruptcy.

Trading

The country’s two biggest trading
partners, China and India, are considering a bailout, but the price
they will extract will be high.
Already China effectively owns
much of Sri Lanka’s strategic
assets.
Yet only a few years ago the
country was a model for capitalist
economic development.
Heavy borrowing in 2006
allowed the government to kick
start the economy.
The resulting boom saw output,
measured by GDP, more than
double by 2014, and helped create
an apparently buoyant middle class.
Then came the pandemic.
Tourists, who had spent nearly
£4 billion in 2018, suddenly vanished. And now the government is
spending 72 percent of its revenue
servicing its debts.
At least it could rely on the billions of pounds that Sri Lanka

Pakistan
parliament
dissolves
to dodge vote of
no-confidence
POLITICAL CRISIS gripped
Pakistan this week as prime
minister Imran Khan dissolved
parliament and called for new
elections.
It was a move designed to
thwart a no-confidence vote
that was widely expected to
remove him from office.
Khan’s desperate shot came
as it became clear that he
has lost the backing of the
country’s powerful military,
and the coalition of opposition
parties that brought him to
power in 2018.
The former cricketer
headed to office with pledges
to stamp out corruption and
redistribute Pakistan’s wealth
to the poor.
But few believe he has done

Imran Khan

PEOPLE BANG pots in a protest against the Sri Lankan government

workers abroad sent back to their
families as a source of revenue.
But as inflation soared, people
avoided converting money from
dollars to rupees and tried to
bypass official currency exchanges.
That put further pressure on
the currency and saw prices rise
further.
Then came the war in Ukraine
which drove up international
prices of oil, wheat and other vital
commodities.
That final straw has driven the
government into the hands of the
notorious International Monetary
Fund, the world’s most hated debt
shark.
With no let-up for ordinary
people in sight, the crisis in Sri
Lanka has a long way to run.
Its next victims ought to be the
remaining Rajapaksas—but there
are many more corrupt and selfserving rich that should also face
that wrath of the poor.

Major crisis hits Tunisia
TUNISIAN PRESIDENT Kais
Saied dissolved the country’s
parliament last week after it
voted to reject his power
grab.
Saied launched a coup in
August last year, freezing
parliament, sacking the
prime minister and handing
himself more powers.
The power grab marked
an assault on the last
democratic gains of the Arab
revolutions of 2010-2011.
Tunisian MPs voted in an
online meeting to repeal the
decrees he used to grant
himself near total power.
Saied announced he would
dissolve the parliament

in response, and said he
could have MPs arrested.
Saied was elected
president in 2019 and won
support from many ordinary
people who are fed up with
poverty and corruption.
Many people became
disillusioned with the
revolution, which began in
2010, as the process stalled.
Yet Saied has no alternative
to the free market policies
behind people’s misery.
People are suffering
severe food shortages.
And several thousand
people protested in the
capital city Tunis last month
against Saied’s takeover.
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anything of the kind.
The prices of essential
goods are rising fast, and
two thirds of Pakistanis claim
that it is the biggest problem
facing the country.
“I voted for Imran Khan in
2018 but that was the biggest
mistake of my life,” says
Hidayat Khan, a taxi driver in
the capital, Islamabad who
migrated to the capital from
Pakistan’s rural north
west.
“In the last three years,
everything has become more
expensive. The worst part is
that the government refuses to
believe that they are at fault.”
With inflation on the rise,
a recent stand-off with the
military over the appointment
of a new intelligence head was
the cue for opposition parties
to seize their moment.
For all his promises, Khan
has proven himself to be
little better than the corrupt
elite he came to power
criticising.
Workers and the poor
would do well to trust none
of the politicians that are now
vying to take his place.
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Amazon
employees
build new
union in US
Successful union organising at an
Amazon warehouse in New York
should be the start of a battle against
bosses, reports Charlie Kimber
WORKERS AT Amazon’s JFK8
warehouse in Staten Island, New
York in the United States, have
defeated a multimillion‑dollar
union-busting effort . They
voted to form the Amazon Labor
Union (ALU).
“This is the catalyst for the
revolution,” said Chris Smalls, the
ALU organiser and president, while
celebrating the vote. Amazon sacked
Smalls in 2020 during the pandemic
for organising a walkout over safety.
The vote—2,654 Yes to 2,131
No, covers over 8,000 workers at
Amazon’s largest warehouse in the
city. “We want to thank Jeff Bezos
for going to space, because while he
was up there we were organising a
union,” said Smalls.
The ALU is a more grassroots
union than others that have tried
to organise Amazon through
endorsements from politicians.
Before the vote count, most
reporters had dismissed the union’s
chances of beating the corporate giant. “I think we have been
overlooked,” said ALU treasurer
Madeline Wesley.

Studied

Justine Medina, a member of the
ALU organising committee and a
packer at the JFK8 warehouse, spoke
to the US website Labor Notes. “We
studied the history of how the first
major unions were built,” she said.
“We learned from the Industrial
Workers of the World, and even more
from the building of the Congress of
Industrial Organisations.
“But here’s the basic thing, you
have an actual worker-led p
 roject—a
black and brown-led, multi-racial,
multi-national, multi-gender,
multi‑ability organising team.
“You get the communists
involved, you get some socialists
and anarcho-syndicalists, you bring
together a broad progressive coalition. Do not be afraid to fight, to get
as dirty as the bosses.
“Do not be afraid to agitate and
to antagonise the bosses, as a union
should.”

BACK STORY

Some 2,654 workers voted
yes to form the ‘Amazon Labor
Union’ in New York’s Staten
Island
lThe largest warehouse in the
city employs around 8,000
workers
lIn Alabama, no votes to unionise
as part of the Retail, Wholesale
and Department Store Union
lead by 993 to 875
lBut over 400 ballots are being
contested
AMAZON LABOR Union president Chris Smalls celebrating the victory

Another warehouse at the same
complex on Staten Island, LDJ5,
will begin a vote to unionise with
the ALU on 25 April. The union also
put forward specific campaigning
demands including a pay rise to $30
(£23) an hour, more time off and
more paid breaks.
In contrast to the ALU’s success, a
more traditional union—the Retail,
Wholesale and Department Store
Union—is narrowly behind in the
vote at Amazon’s BHM1 fulfilment
centre in Bessemer, Alabama.
The No vote leads by 993 to 875,
but over 400 ballots are contested
by either bosses or the union. The
National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB) is expected to announce a
result soon.
Workers there were said to have
voted against unionising during
their first election in March 2021.
The NLRB ruled that Amazon bosses
interfered and ordered a new vote.
The victory at JFK8—and
unionising successes at six branches
of Starbucks in recent weeks—
should encourage more militant
organising.
And where unions are formed,
they have to immediately start fighting for real change.
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Palestinians fight back against wave
of Israeli aggression during Ramadan
ISRAEL HAS launched a new
crackdown on Palestinians living
under military occupation in the
West Bank and east Jerusalem.
It has also ordered its military to
prepare for a renewed assault on
Palestinians under siege in the
Gaza Strip.
Israeli police arrested 13
Palestinians and injured 20 more
last Sunday night, according to
the Wafa news agency.
The Palestinian news site
reported that soldiers attacked a
group of young people who had
gathered at the Damascus Gate in
the occupied city of Jerusalem.
Palestinians gather there after
late night prayer at the nearby
Al‑Aqsa mosque during Ramadan,
which began last weekend.

Assassinated

Meanwhile, Israeli soldiers
assassinated three Palestinians in
an ambush in a refugee camp in
the West Bank city of Jenin early
Saturday morning.
Witnesses say a white bus
blocked a car carrying the three
men—Saeb Abahra, Khalil

Tawalbeh and Saif Abu Libda.
The three were members of the
al-Quds resistance brigade.
Israeli special forces left the
bus and opened fire at the men
and were soon joined by a large
number of army reinforcements,
sparking a gunfight.
Witnesses also say the soldiers
then blocked Palestinian Red
Crescent ambulances from
arriving at the scene and fired
bullets at Palestinians gathering
nearby.
It came after Palestinians
forced back an Israeli raid on the
Jenin refugee camp last week.
Israeli forces tried to enter
the camp last Thursday morning
but were confronted by ordinary
people and resistance fighters.
Israeli soldiers shot and killed
two further Palestinians in the
raid and injured 15 more with
live fire.
Of those shot, only one had
been injured in an exchange of
fire with soldiers. The others
were protesters who confronted
the heavily armed soldiers with
rocks to stop them advancing into

the camp. Palestinian resistance
fighters also paraded in the camp
last Friday night to mark 20 years
since a battle with Israeli forces
during the Second Intifada—or
uprising.

Stabbing

Israel’s latest raids come after
three separate stabbing and
shooting attacks by Palestinians
inside Israel in recent weeks.
Palestinians living within
and outside of Israel’s borders
face poverty, racism and violent
oppression by a state that refuses
them equal rights and their own
land.
Israel often puts harsh
restrictions on Palestinian
movements during Ramadan.
But it also fears a renewed
uprising such as the one that
began last year after Israeli forces
stopped Palestinians entering
Jerusalem.
Israel pounded the besieged
Gaza Strip with shells and
missiles last year. And in a sign
that it expects a new one, it has
put its forces on “high alert.”
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Newcastle
activists
stop Ukip

Name supplied
Newcastle

Strikes are
key demand

Illustration:Tim Sanders

THE FAR right Ukip party
intended recently to hold a
“free speech” conference in
Newcastle. It was clear
from the platform of
speakers that their actual
intention was to defend
racism and bigotry.
This alongside Ukip’s
lurch further to the right
meant that anti-racists had
to oppose the event.
Pressure from Stand Up
To Racism forced Ukip to
postpone the meeting. The
organisers were sent
packing with their tails
between their legs.
At the heart of the
campaign was the politics
of the Socialist Workers
Party and the idea that
working class people can
change the world.
We mobilised wider
forces and contacted local
MPs, trade unions and
activists who live and
work in the northeast of
England.
Mobilising the working
class against a far right
meeting with a platform
that included fascists and
key far right figures
showed both the urgency
and the seriousness of the
situation.
The week before the
event, the hotel
announced that the event
had been cancelled.
The swift response from
local anti-racists and
anti-fascists in Newcastle
nipped Ukip in the bud.
This prevented the growth
of a far right threat in
Newcastle which would
have emboldened the
hardened fascists.
The far right threat can
be smashed by working
class resistance.

Conservative Party riddled
with systemic transphobia
JAMIE WALLIS last week came out
as the first openly transgender MP,
heralded by some sections of the
mainstream press as a huge win
for LGBT+ rights. But it surprised
some that he is a member of the
Conservative Party.
Wallis, MP for Bridgend, said
someone tried to blackmail him in
April 2020 and extort £50,000 from
him.
Wallis went public when last
week Tory leader Boris Johnson
made a joke alluding to Labour
leader Keir Starmer’s support for
trans rights at a private dinner for
MPs.
Johnson said, “Good evening
ladies and gentleman. Or, as Keir
Starmer would put it, people who
are assigned female or male at
birth.” We must stand clearly in

Refuse workers show
striking can feel good
THE ADUR and Worthing
refuse workers all out
strike is now in its fourth
week, and the pickets’
determination remains
undiminished.
Many have been
speaking of the almost
liberating effect of the
strike after years of
rubbish pay.
They say they have
faced years of
management abuses. But
the strike has changed all
that. As a result of
standing up for

themselves, they have
inspired a greater respect
within the community for
doing their job.
Now bosses have made
tentative advances to
their union for talks about
pay, and recognition.
This would have been
inconceivable prior to the
strike. It’s another
example of how struggle
changes not just workers’
situations, but the people
themselves.
Steve Guy
Brighton

solidarity with anyone who faces
“outing” and blackmail as Wallis
has.
And Johnson offered his support
to Wallis in the commons shortly
after his announcement.
That Johnson is happy to make
transphobic jokes in private but
lend support to Wallis in public
underlines this hypocrisy, as does
Willis’ voting record.
He’s happy to vote for legislation
such as the Police, Crimes, Courts
and Sentencing Bill. LGBT+ rights
and transgender rights in particular
have been won by protest—
something the bill wants to
criminalise.
And Wallis alluded to the
backlash he would receive in his
statement, saying, “I always
imagined I would leave politics

well before I said this out loud.”
The Conservative Party has never
and will never be a place where
transgender and non-binary people
are welcome.
That’s clear with the history of
the Tories, from the introduction of
Section 28 in the 1990s, through to
its opposition to equal marriage.
Blackmail is a horrific crime and
something that LGBT+ people
often face in society. We must not
allow the hypocrisy within the Tory
party itself to go unchecked.
Johnson and his mates at the top
of the party are deeply transphobic.
Trans faces in high places is not
the way to win liberation, only by
fighting the Tories through struggle
can we win the change we need.

Sky Harrison
Liverpool

Stand with Lowkey against the attacks
THE ZIONIST organisation,
We Believe in Israel is
targeting rapper Lowkey
over his pro-Palestine
songs. The group says
“extremist” and
“antisemitic” music must be
removed from Spotify.
Lowkey is neither of these.
His music gives a voice to
oppressed Palestinians who
have suffered ethnic
cleansing at the hands of
Israel.
Music against oppression
is important. It gives our
sisters and brothers hope
that there is support for
them. The pro-Israel group

IN YOUR article about
inflation, (Socialist
Worker, 28 March)
you say “trade unions
should combine their
demands for pay rises
of at least inflation
with demands for
government action on
prices.”
But workers should
be calling for strikes,
even a general strike, to
defend what is in their
own interest.
Trade unions are the
nearest thing to “real”
democracy the working
class experienced under
the present set up. It’s
totally at odds with
the limited democracy
people are used to of a
vote every five years
Ray Harris
On Facebook

Slimy Andrew
is on return
I SEE from the media
that prince Andrew is
back to royal duties and
accompanied the queen
to a memorial for prince
Philip.
He’ll be gradually
reinstated in The Firm.
Isn’t it about time
the unelected and
undemocratic Windsors
were retired and their
property used for
other purposes such as
housing refugees?
Michael Goodfellow
By email

A hands off
response
ANGUS ROSE is
desperate to get energy
minister Greg Hands to
agree to a climate crisis
briefing. So desperate,
he’s on hunger strike
until Hands agrees.
But doesn’t Angus
know how callous
the top Tories are?
They’d sell their own
grandmother if it meant
keeping fossil fuel
capitalism going.
Lennie Alden
Manchester

Long-term
funds needed

The attacks against Lowkey are baseless

wants to silence all criticism
of Israel’s violence. That’s
why supporting Lowkey is
important.
What is happening to
Lowkey has happened to
other Palestinian activists

before him, silenced for
standing up against Israeli
violence.
Palestinian people must
be heard and freed.

Afsheen Arif
West Midlands
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I WAS delighted to see
that Pen Green nursery
in Northamtonshire
was saved from closure
this week. It shows how
campaigns can win.
But it’s a short stay of
execution with a funding
shortfall expected next
year. When will this
government take public
services seriously?
Sherri Cate
Northampton
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WHAT WENT
SO WRONG IN
SHROPSHIRE
MATERNITY?

Regulators that
should have
sounded the alarm

The Ockenden Report last week revealed two decades worth
of horror as babies died unnecessarily and mothers’ fears
were ignored. Yuri Prasad dissects the report’s findings

W

HAT WENT so wrong
in Shrewsbury and
Telford maternity
services that hund re d s o f b a b i e s
were allowed to die

unnecessarily?
Trust bosses hid mistakes and chose
not to investigate, workers were scared
and stretched beyond their limits, and
concerned parents were ignored or lied
to. Last week’s Ockenden Report painted
a horrific picture of despair amid chaos
in hospitals and units desperately short
of staff.
As one worker told the inquiry, “This
wasn’t just a maternity unit in chaos and
under pressure, this was a whole organisation where it was difficult to find an
area which was not under pressure.”
Senior midwife Donna Ockenden and
her team pulled no punches when they
described a hospital trust as disastrous
after nearly 20 years of cuts, neglect and
demoralisation.
Another worker described the
mayhem that reigned when a woman
was preparing to give birth in a unit that
was already overfull.
She recalled that midwives in the
labour ward would tell those in the antenatal ward, “No staff, no staff, I can’t
take her, I can’t take her”.
The report notes that as the litany
of mistakes in Shropshire became
clear, senior leadership even tried to
deflect criticism by blaming mothers for their babies’ deaths. The catalogue of avoidable mistakes would have
remained hidden if it were not for the
tireless fight of bereaved families.
Rhiannon Davies, who lost her
daughter in 2009, and Kayleigh Griffiths,

Fighter—Rhiannon Davies

whose daughter died in 2016, took on
the entire medical establishment. They
wanted the truth about why their children died.
In the process they found a host of

‘‘

The pattern of failure
they collated was so
compelling ministers
had to set up the
Ockenden inquiry

other families that also lost babies
unnecessarily or whose children suffered
terrible sickness.
Despite facing a deliberate strategy of
obstruction and lies, Davies demanded
answers from first the midwifery unit
where she had given birth. Then from
the NHS Trust that ran it, then the coroners, the Health and Safety Executive
and the Care Quality Commission.
“Midwives from the midwife-led unit
refused to speak to me, the hospital trust
sent insensitive communication and
inaccurate information,” she told Radio
Four’s Today programme.
“Because of the treatment we were
given, it led to us asking more questions
and seeking greater clarity. It became a
complete and utter fight to try to get to
the truth about what happened to my
baby and why she died.”

Dangerous

They worked to amass enough evidence
to make the case that maternity services
in Shropshire were routinely dangerous.
Davies and Griffiths then presented their
files to the department of health, and its
then boss, health secretary Jeremy Hunt.
“Kayleigh and I went through obituaries, we went through coroners’ records,”
recalls Davies. “We knew that because
there were so many similarities between
our two cases that we were not the only
ones.”
The pattern of failure they collated
was so compelling that the government
set up the Ockenden inquiry.
Its final report says that Davies and
Griffiths were right. There was repeated
poor care in maternity services in the
period between 2000 and 2019.
In exhaustive detail Ockenden
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Despite promises, Tory health secretary Sajid Javid cannot be trusted

Trust bosses
carry on
collecting
FORMER bosses
behind the scandal
went on to make
money elsewhere in
healthcare, with four
profiting from the
NHS.
Neil Taylor was
head of Shrewsbury
hospital when the
first baby deaths
analysed by the
Ockenden Report
occurred.
In 2003 he became
the head of the new
NHS Trust before
being sacked for
fraud.
Tom Taylor took
over and was in
charge until 2010.
He is still working
as the chair of the
NHS counter-fraud
authority.
Adam Cairns was
chief executive until
2012 when he moved
to Qatar to take
up a position with
the Hamad Medical
Corporation. Its
maternity facility is
home to the county’s
largest neonatal 

describes cases where mothers should
have been assessed as being at high risk
of having a difficult birth.
At this point they should’ve been sent
to units led by consultants, but instead
remained at midwife-led units until it
was too late.
The report also catalogues many
births where chances to spot warning
signals and call for more intervention
were missed because basic checks were
not done properly or regularly.
This has been the signal for much of
the press to accuse midwives of being
largely to blame for the scandal. Some
journalists have even accused them of
being fixated on natural births for “ideological reasons”.
But Ockenden’s final report does not
reach that conclusion and instead puts
emphasis on poor staffing, poor t raining
and poor leadership. These can only be
understood in the context of years of
savage cuts.

External

The Trust’s failure to properly investigate cases where babies died or were
injured because of errors meant that
opportunities to learn from were missed.
And many external reports gave the
impression that the maternity services
in Shrewsbury were either good, satisfactory or improving.
The report uncovers dangerous
conditions where there were too few
staff with nowhere near enough experience to cope with what they were
faced with. When women, babies and
midwives needed help there were often
no doctors and consultants available.
“The number of consultants, and
the number of women that they were

Investigator—Donna Ockenden

responsible for meant that timely
reviews of women on the labour ward,
or in other inpatient areas would have
been very difficult, if not impossible,
to provide at times,” the report says.

‘‘

Staffing was so low
that labour ward
coordinators had
their own cases and
were unable to lead

“Therefore, midwives wishing to escalate clinical concerns would have been
regularly working in an environment
in which it would have been difficult
to obtain a timely senior obstetric
review.”
The culture in maternity services was
often hostile. Bullying made it hard for
people to speak out about dangerous
practice, or ask colleagues for support.
Even some who spoke to the inquiry
asked for their anonymised testimony to
be left out of the final report for fear of
reprisals.
And it wasn’t just a shortage of
doctors that made things difficult.
Labour ward coordinators are experienced midwives that play a vital role
in ensuring the safety of women and
their babies. The coordinators are supposed to be “supernumerary”—that is
they should not have cases of their own,
so they can best support and lead their
team of midwives.
But the report found that in Shropshire
this was rarely the case.
Staffing was routinely so low that
coordinators had a caseload of their
own.
And outside of normal hours they
also had responsibility for “overseeing
the clinical activity across the whole of
the Trust’s maternity services.”
One midwife recalled to the inquiry
what that meant. “I was, I think, three
months into my labour ward rotation
and I kept pressing the call bell saying
she’s bleeding a lot quicker than I’d like,
you know, I think we’re up to 500mls
now, and the coordinator kept coming
in saying I’m on a ward round, it’ll have
to wait.
“I felt like I’d let that woman down

 intensive care
unit. Peter Herring
ran the Trust when
it was found to have
“completely failed
to learn lessons”. He
stayed in post until
2015 even after the
organisation was put
in special measures.
He has since been
an interim chief
executive at another
NHS Trust.
Herring was
followed by Simon
Wright until 2019
when he resigned
after regulators
criticised his
leadership. He has
since set up a firm
that specialises in
coaching executive
healthcare leaders
and has a contract
with the NHS.

because my skills weren’t good enough.
That’s how I was made to feel when,
actually, that was a situation I should
have had help in. If she was bleeding that
much I should have had help.”
It’s clear from the report that the
Trust’s failings are being borne mostly
by midwives.
The price of that is fear and demoralisation—and the potential for a kind
detachment that occurs when people are
repeatedly pushed beyond normal limits.

Immediate

The question of what happens now
looms large in maternity services all over
Britain. Already shockingly poor care
has been exposed in east Kent, Essex,
Morecambe Bay and Nottingham.
The Ockenden report concludes by
rightly insisting upon immediate action.
Its key focus is on funding, staff training
and most importantly dealing with the
lack of midwives and doctors.
There are over 2,000 midwifery vacancies in the NHS and filling them is key to
ensuring safety.
The Royal College of Midwives reports
that many existing staff plan to leave
within the next few years.
Despite government promises to
accept the report’s recommendations
in full, the Tories’ record of staffing
and funding the NHS is appalling. They
cannot be trusted to implement the
promises they make.
If we are to stop the tragedy of
needless maternity deaths and injuries,
Ockenden needs to be a turning point.
It should be a launch pad for a serious movement in defence of the NHS,
its staff, and for the resources they so
badly need.

SHREWSBURY AND Telford
NHS Trust was known to have
a number of problems from its
inception in 2003.
But the perception was that
until 2017 the maternity service
was not a major risk. A number of
investigations prior to then could
have proved otherwise.
In 2013 a review by clinical
commissioning groups brushed off
higher than average death rates
among babies born in the Trust.
It said, “There was an openness
and transparency in reporting
and investigation culture, which
has led to a higher reporting of
serious incidents than would have
been reported elsewhere”.
In March 2014, the NHS
Litigation Authority assessed the
maternity service for clinical care
and high-risk conditions.
The Trust was awarded the
“Level 3” standard—the highest
grade available.
The Care Quality Commission
conducted a report in 2015.
Their overall rating for maternity
services was “good”.

Transparency

An internal inquiry in 2017,
the Ovington Review, was set
up following concerns raised
by bereaved parents and the
increased perinatal mortality rate
between 2007 and 2017.
It found there should be more
transparency, more investigations
and learning from incidents.
And it recommended that staff
from outside the Trust be brought
in to conduct inquiries.
But it’s unknown whether the
recommendations were acted
upon as the Ockenden Report
team was not provided with
evidence of any outcomes.
That same year the Royal
College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists prepared a
damning report into Shropshire’s
maternity services.
It highlighted many of the same
issues now addressed by Ockenden.
But the Trust bosses refused
to accept the findings until an
additional addendum was added to
the beginning of the report.
This noted there had been areas
of improvement in the intervening
period.
Finally in 2018, a new report
from the Care Quality Commission
began to uncover the truth of just
how badly things had gone wrong.
But by now it was too late—
especially for the families who had
lost their babies.
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These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
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Socialist Workers Party meetings

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.
We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.
We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or
go to www.swp.org.uk or
phone 020 7840 5602

Is green energy
driving up our bills?
ABERDEEN
Wed 13 Apr,
7.30pm
894-2628-7708
GLASGOW
Thu 14 Apr, 7pm
879 2402 3259
BIRMINGHAM

Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE
& STAFFORDSHIRE

Marxism and religion
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031
BRADFORD

Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all
immigration controls
Thu, 14 Apr, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE

Covid, anti-vaxxers
and conspiracies
Thu, 14 Apr, 6.30pm
818-9286-5617
BRISTOL

From the Anti Nazi
League to today—the
fight against fascism
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
CARDIFF

Is Britain becoming
a police state?
Wed 13 Apr,7.30pm
630-181-4857

KENT
Thu 14 Apr, 8.15pm
434-623-8064

NORTH EAST SCOTLAND
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708

LONDON:WEST &
NORTH WEST
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm
892-8966-5179
CHESTERFIELD

Decolonisation—
confronting the
legacy of Empire
Thu 14 Apr, 7pm
Assembly Rooms, 13/14
Chesterfield Rd, S40 1AR
828 532 8731
DEVON & CORNWALL

The lessons of Easter
1916 for today
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
EAST MIDLANDS

War in Ukraine—is
the Marxist theory of
imperialism still relevant?
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH

Inflation and the cost
of living crisis—why
are prices rising?
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm
Friends Meeting House, 7
Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL
868-9106-9359
HARLOW

National freedom and
the Russian Revolution
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion,
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with
precautions taken for a safe environment.
Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”.
 ou can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate
Y
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

HOME COUNTIES

A rebel’s guide to Frida Kahlo
Thu, 14 Apr, 6.30pm
8341 170 103

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings
and other updates.

HUDDERSFIELD

Is Britain becoming
a police state?
Wed 13 Apr, 6.30pm
290 168 1804
LEEDS

Why are the right attacking
net zero and how can we
build a sustainable economy?
Thu 14 Apr, 7pm
The Swarthmore Education
Centre,Yorkshire, 2-7
Woodhouse Square, LS3 1AD
881-4770-0676
LONDON: HACKNEY

From the First World War
to Vietnam—how people
power ended wars
Thu, 14 Apr, 7.30pm
Halkevi Community
Centre, 31-33, Dalston
Lane, E8 3DF
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY

After the Child Q scandal—
what is education for?
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm
4593-881-576

LONDON: ISLINGTON

Is Britain becoming
a police state?
Thu, 14 Apr, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM

From No 10 to
Buckingham Palace—
corruption in Britain
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
288 098 8827
LONDON: SOUTH

Is Britain becoming
a police state?
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

No to the Nationality
and borders act—why do
socialists oppose all borders
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm
William Morris Community
Centre, 6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
E17 6QQ
543-023-057

MANCHESTER

Vietnam—lessons for
stopping the war in Ukraine
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
Friends’ Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE

Patterns of revolution—
what we can learn
from Sudan?
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
Tyneside Irish Centre,
43 Gallowgate,
NE1 4SG
368-595-2712
NORWICH

Why Nato is not the
answer to Russia’s
brutal invasion
Wed 13 Apr,
7.30pm
Butterfly Cafe,
114A King St,
NR1 1QE
906-652-5299

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY

French elections—
why are Macron and
the right in the lead?
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
861-2001-6477

SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH
YORKSHIRE

Ending apartheid—
how can Palestine
be free?
Thu 14 Apr, 7pm
Central United
Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON

War, the media, truth
and propaganda—what
should we believe?
Thu 14 Apr,
7.30pm
381-513-5080
WIGAN

The Second
World War—
was it really
a fight against
fascism?
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm
894-2628-7708
YORK & SCARBOROUGH

Inflation and the
cost of living crisis—
why are prices rising?
Wed 13 Apr,
7.30pm
Quaker Meeting
House, Friargate,
YO1 9RL
827-489-7492

The Labour Party—
a Marxist History

by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British Does privilege
State—Scotland,
explain racism?
Independence and
by Esme Choonara,
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and
Socialism £12
Weyman Bennett, £3

PHONE 020 7637 1848 WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Transgender
Resistance
by Laura Miles
£10

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@
swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955
London E16 9EJ
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The Great Movement—a rich
portrait of poverty in La Paz
This film layers documentary realism with surrealistic kitsch to tell a story of
workers’ struggle and resilience in a sick society, writes Stephen Philip
THE VAST sprawling metropolis
of La Paz is laid out before us,
underscored by a vividly rendered
impressionistic soundscape.
The incessant noise of cars
honking, drilling, hammers p
 ounding
away. The hum of cable cars, market
callers, discordant trumpets. The
sound of a city crumbling and
heedlessly expanding.
As we attune ourselves to a sense
of Latin American urbanisation,
the juxtaposition of striking miners
chanting for justice now appear. We
hone in on three miners from the
Miners Jobless Movement, who have
walked for seven days, searching for
secure work, moreover justice.
Elder, one of the miners is sick
from swallowing dust, a hazard of
his occupation.
His story forms the central thrust
in this wayward narrative.
While traversing the city in a cable
car the miners are offered a panoramic view of the vast expanse of
La Paz. Its luxury accommodation
sits cheek by jowl with poverty and
images of urban decay.

THREE POUNDS IN MY
POCKET
BBC Radio 4, Friday 8 Apr,
11am and on BBC Sounds

KAVITA PURI’S brilliant
history of British Asians
continues with a new
series, with the first
episode focused on
questions of identity and
representation.
By the 2000s people
of Asian heritage in
Britain were finally
getting the chance to
control at least some

MUHAMMAD ALI
Continues Sunday 10 Apr, 10pm
BBC2. Episode 1 now on
BBC iPlayer

THE BBC presents Ken
Burns’s documentary
series on the life of boxer
Muhammad Ali.
In episode two, Ali—then
known as Cassisus Clay—
quietly joins the Nation
of Islam and becomes a
confidant of Malcolm X.
Episode three follows
directly afterwards on
BBC 2. It picks up the story
as he makes his membership
known publicly and adopts
the name Mohammad Ali.
Following episodes will
continue as Ali becomes

eligible to be drafted to fight
in Vietnam.
He refuses induction
into the US Army as a
conscientious objector.
Ali, stripped of his title,
is convicted of draft evasion
and forced into exile.

DOCUMENTARY

CADBURY EXPOSED:
DISPATCHES
Available now on All4

SICK MINER Elder is beset by strange events in the city

and supernatural as a Shaman figure,
known as Max, rises from the forest’s
noisy undergrowth.
His prophesies are ridiculed by
the market stall women, but can he
be trusted to work his magic on the
dying Elder?
Discordant scenes and images
jostle against one another, none more
so than a lurch into a 80s style dance
sequence with disco flashing lights

and smoke. What was a realistic,
documentary style mood poem further adopts a fresh layer of kitsch to
its complex canvas.
This singular vision of La Paz from
director Kiro Russo is simultaneously entrancing, slow moving and
frustrating.
His symphonic treatment of the
bustle and chaos of Bolivian life is
solidly anchored in Elder’s sickness as

a metaphor for the ailment of a city
undergoing a dramatic transition.
The Great Movement is a highly
atmospheric cinematic treatment of
modernity and its discontents, subtly
and finally highlighting workers’
resilience as the hope in its hopeless
world.
The Great Movement is in selected
cinemas and on digital platforms from
Friday 15 April

How Asians fought to represent themselves in media
RADIO

DOCUMENTARY

Malcolm X (left) and Ali (right)

Techno

Realising of the extent of his
sickness, Elder visits a doctor, where
he receives X-rays, blood tests and
medication.
But it is only booze, violent TV
shows and dancing to cheesy techno
music that give the miners the
antidote to their harsh and p
 recarious
existence.
A Godmother figure emerges,
claiming Elder is her godson, despite
the fact he has never seen her before.
She takes Elder under her wing,
intent on finding him work. The film
now twists towards the superstitious
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depictions of themselves
and their communities
in broadcasting and the
arts.
That put an end to
some of the worst “Love
Thy Neighbour” sitcom
stereotyping of television
of the 1970s and 80s.
Puri talks to writers
of Britain’s first Asian
soap opera, Silver Street,
which aired in 2004
on the new BBC Asian
Network radio.
They discuss the feeling
of liberation it gave them,
but also how it revealed
political and cultural

Journalist Kavita Puri

tensions—especially when
the question of language
and Kashmir raised its
head.
Far more serious
divisions could be seen in
the reaction to the play
Behzti.
Written by British Sikh
playwright Gurpreet Kaur
Bhatti, the play was in
part set in a Gurdwara
and included scenes of
rape and murder.
The opening night of
the play in Birmingham
was disrupted by protests
organised by Sikh
religious leaders.

The furious reaction
of some Sikhs to Behzti
pointed to the way
Asian communities were
divided on political and
social questions, rather
than being a homogenous
block.
But it also showed that
there were still so few
popular representations
of British Asians in the
mainstream that the
meaning of every one of
them was fought over.
That is a theme the
series is set to explore in
later episodes.

Yuri Prasad

WITH EASTER just around
the corner, Dispatches
reporter Antony Barnett
goes undercover in Ghana
to investigate the truth
about Britain’s best-loved
chocolate brand, Cadbury.
Dispatches reveals for the
first-time child labour in the
Cadbury supply chain.
Children, some as young
as ten, are filmed carrying
heavy loads and working
with machetes.
They carry out hazardous
work on plantations that
supply cocoa beans to
Mondelez International,
the US owner of Cadbury,
through its ethical
programme Cocoa Life.

What’s on at..

Bookmarks

The socialist
bookshop
Second
Hand Sunday
An evening of Catalan
literature
Readings from the work of
Anna Dodas and
Maria-Merce Marcal
lTue 12 Apr, 6:30pm,
Bookmarks Bookshop,
London, WC1B 3QE
lRegister online at
bit.ly/CatalanBookmarks
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l i m a t e
group Just
Stop Oil and
Extinction
Rebellion
(XR) last
week climbed on top of
oil tankers and blocked
ten oil terminals.
Compared to the catastrophic environmental collapse, the disruption they
caused is minuscule.
But the ritual denunciations quickly followed.
Tory MP, Tobias Ellwood
called the protests “deeply
irresponsible”.
He added, “The hardship
this will inflict will be life
threatening and put people
in danger.
“They are actually playing
into Putin’s hands to sow discord in the UK when our priority is to stand up and support Ukraine.”
That would be a much
better description of the
impact of fuel price rises
rather than blocking oil
depots for a few hours.
We can expect much more
backlash when XR launches
its rebellion this weekend.
Whenever people take
direct action—using their own
power and activity to force
change to happen—there’s the
same message.
The ruling class says the
only legitimate response to any
issue, however urgent, is to
lobby your MP and vote when
you have the chance.
Protests are allowed but only
in a certain manner under the
soon to be passed police bill. Its
model is softly spoken, policeherded demonstrations that
don’t delay traffic.
Cressida Dick, who last
month resigned as Metropolitan
Police head, was intent on
crushing groups such as XR.
She said ever since the first
rebellion she had been in talks
with Tories about how police
could grab more powers to
smash them off the streets.
There is a problem with
direct action—there isn’t nearly
enough of it.
We would be in a much
better state if increases in
gas and electricity costs had
been the trigger for the sort of
protests seen in Chile in 2019.
People met a rise in subway
prices with fires at metro stations, mass demonstrations and
strikes.

Concede

The result was a fall in prices—
and a government forced to
concede a new constitution as
an alternative to a revolutionary challenge.
Direct action can hit bosses
and the government hard.
The school climate strikes
and XR’s action forced climate
issues into the news far more
effectively than parliamentary
debates.
When XR activists blocked
the distribution of right wing
newspapers in 2020 at two sites
they stopped the circulation of
3.5 million newspapers. When

enough. For one thing, direct
action can be used for many
different ends.
The storming of the Capitol
by Donald Trump supporters in
January 2021 was undoubtedly
a form of direct action. They
brazenly rejected the political methods sanctioned by the
establishment.
But the aim was utterly
backward—the hope of creating a path for Trump to stay
president despite losing an election. The form was radical, the
content was reactionary.
In other cases, even people in
the environmental m
 ovement
who genuinely want to see
a challenge to the Earth
d estroying capitalist system
can see it as directed towards
jolting a section of the establishment into discovering their
own best interests.
Here the form is radical
but the content is thoroughly
reformist.

Content

r in Grays, Essex	
JUST STOP Oil activists occupy an oil tanke

So radical direct action at
its best is linked to radical
c ontent. That means trying
to organise a mass movement
of organised workers—local
strikes, sustained strikes and
general strikes.
That’s because the most
powerful weapon against
capitalism is when workers
stop producing and cut off the
source of profits.
It’s not the only form of
struggle, but it is the one that
can have the biggest effect. And
in the course of mass strikes
workers can change themselves
at the same time as they shift
the society around them.

Picture: Guy Smallman

DIRECTACTION
HOW DO WE CHANGE D
THE WORLD?
Direct action is often the chosen tactic of environmental
movements. Sophie Squire argues that disruptive protests
are most effective when coupled with workers’ action

Arrested—XR activist

15 activists locked themselves
u nderneath a Boeing 767 at
Stansted airport in 2017, they
stopped the deportation of 60
people. Many of those people
are still in Britain today.
When protesters toppled a
statue of slaver Edward Colston
in Bristol in 2020, they achieved
more in minutes than petitioning and lobbying the council
had for decades.
These victories were all won
because ordinary people defied
the law and worked outside

‘‘

Radical direct
action is at its
best when
linked to
radical content

the methods of protest that the
state permits.
Socialists should celebrate
the disobedience of Just Stop
Oil and XR.
We won’t get to where we
want to be without many
more insubordinate confrontations similar to the Yellow
Vests in France, the resistance
committees in Sudan and the
tearing down of monuments to
slavers and colonisers.
But applauding those
who confront the state is not

IRECT action
and strikes
together are a
mighty combination. Take the
example of P&O
which has ended in such
an appalling defeat with
800 jobs gone. Sticking to
tactics allowed under the
anti-union laws and the laws
about protests failed.
Instead of being limited by
such methods, a leap into much
bolder and more radical forms
was needed. Direct action could
have played a central part in this.
The most hopeful moment in
the fight against job cuts came
right at the start when workers
launched a very effective form of
direct action—refusing to leave
the ship and occupying them.
This both challenged the
bosses’ control of valuable
assets and created the possibility of a focus on wider protests.
No wonder P&O speedily
dispatched tooled-up security
guards to drag workers off the
ships. Regrettably, there did not
seem to be any concerted effort
by union leaders to p
 revent
such expulsions.
Even then, the RMT union,
the TUC union federation or
a combination of unions could
have set a day for workers and
students to block the ports.
Such a call might easily have
seen 1,000 people or more

‘‘ ’’

outside a number of these key
trading hubs.
This would have mirrored
the best of XR’s tactics—mass
involvement—than the much
narrower and secretive methods favoured by groups such as
Palestine Action.
Of course the police would
have moved in to clear the
roads, potentially making mass
arrests. This might have intimidated some people but could
also have spurred even larger
mobilisations.
It’s even possible that
mushrooming protests—illegal
and almost certainly denounced
by all the main political parties—could have caused a political crisis for the government.

EYEWITNESS
ANALYSIS
PLACE
HERE

In a war of rival imperialisms,
whoever wins, we lose
Ordinary people
can only win when
they fight all the
warmongers, argues
Charlie Kimber

Injected

Direct action would have
injected a much-needed sense
of militancy and defiance. It
would have shown a readiness to do more than complain
about the Tories and the bosses.
But there would then have
come a further challenge.
Probably only workers’ action
could have stopped protesters
from being beaten down by
repression.
Emboldened by the port
blockades, workers might
have pushed their union leaders into moving to walkouts
on the railways, the London
Underground and to win solidarity in other areas.
Or workers might have been
able to organise such action
through rank and file communication whether their union
leaders wanted it or not.

S

U C H u p r i s i n gs
don’t happen
spontaneously.
It usually needs
someone or a
group of people
who are rooted in the struggle to argue to link the anger
on the streets to the power
in the workplace.
None of this means waiting
for trade union leaders to
change from their fearful
refusal to take the gloves off.
The XR protester who is
part of a big road blockade is
doing more than the union official who makes a speech about
workers’ action and socialism
but then runs away from the
action.
Moving a motion at the
trades council over P&O is a
good thing. But just because
it has a faint echo of workers’

Palestine Action
protesters target
an Elbit arms
factory (top)
Protesters in
Chile fight rising
fuel costs (above)

READ MORE
lMass movements and
direct action scare the
state
Socialist Worker article by
Nick Clark
bit.ly/3uSLfne
lNon-violence, social
change and revolution
International Socialism
journal article by Martin
Empson
bit.ly/3qYzo61
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lHow to Blow Up a
Pipeline: Learning to
Fight in a World on Fire
by Andreas Malm
£10.99
Available at
Bookmarks, the
socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637 1848
or go to bookmarks
bookshop.co.uk

organisation, that doesn’t make
it an alternative to direct action.
It’s never enough to say “involve
the unions.”
That can mean trapping the
outrage of the streets in the grip
of the union leaders.
We need militant workers’
struggle, fighting unions, and
leadership that consciously
chooses the route of confrontation rather than the one of
compromise.
Let’s be inspired by the sort
of direct action we see from
environmental and Palestine
activists and push for more of
it. It can become the basis for
organising a breakthrough in
the revival of working class
power.

IF EITHER Russia or the
West wins in Ukraine, it
will be disastrous for the
country’s people and lay
the basis for future wars.
Should Vladimir Putin
succeed in installing a
puppet regime in Kiev, it will
subordinate Ukraine’s social,
economic and political life
to the rulers in Moscow.
Even a more limited
advance, permanently
seizing the whole of the
Donbas in eastern Ukraine,
could see ethnic cleansing
of some “suspect” ethnic
Ukrainian groups.
Ukraine would lose a
substantial part of its territory
and economic resources.
Russia would have a border
within striking distance of
major Ukrainian cities.
Further conflict would
be almost inevitable. Inside
Ukraine, a grinding and
popular insurgency would
be as deadly and resilient as
that in Afghanistan or Iraq.
In Russia itself Putin’ would
undoubtedly launch a brutal
crackdown on those who
had opposed the invasion.
But a victory for the
Ukrainian government
of Volodymyr Zelensky
based on the weaponry
and military backing of the
US-Nato forces would also be
ruinous. Ukraine would be
wholly reliant on the West
economically and militarily.

Vassal

It would be a barracks-society
acting as a Nato outpost on
Russia’s border, ever-fearful of
attack and invasion. Ukraine
would be a vassal of the
West rather than of Russia.
Requiring constant
supplies of weaponry and
diplomatic support, its
government could never
really depart from the line
laid down by the US or Nato.
There would also be
further moves towards
joining Nato or setting
up a quasi-Nato status.
At talks last week
Ukraine called for binding

THE BORDER between Georgia and South Ossetia—just
one of many sites of potential new wars

guarantees for its military
security from the US, Britain,
France, Turkey, Germany,
Canada, Poland and Israel.
David Arakhamia, the
majority leader in Ukraine’s
parliament, said he hoped
“guarantor countries will act
in a similar way to Nato’s
article number five.” That’s a
reference to the alliance’s pact
of mutual military support.
Ukraine is already
saturated with nationalist
propaganda and veneration of
the military. There would be
even less room for opposition
or for those deemed in
any way sympathetic to
Russia or critical of Nato.
Already Ukraine’s national
security and defence council
has banned 11 opposition
parties, including one with
44 seats in parliament.
And Zelensky signed a
decree that aims to unite
all national TV channels
into one platform, citing
the importance of a
“unified information policy”
under martial law.
Emboldened by success
with Western backing, the
Ukrainian government might
seek to drive Russia out of the

‘‘

The only good
outcome can
come from a
rejection of all
imperialists

eastern provinces of Donetsk
and Luhansk, and even
Crimea. Meanwhile, a defeat
for Russia would warm up a
series of “frozen conflicts”.
A number of statelets—
Artsakh, South Ossetia,
Abkhazia and Transnistria—
survive largely because of
Russian military protection.
If Nato defeats Russia then
Georgian forces might enter
Abkhazia and South Ossetia.
Moldova or Ukraine could
seek to eliminate the existence
of Transnistria. Azerbaijan,
an ally of Nato-member
Turkey, could grab Artsakh.

Fronts

There are already signs
of this. Oleksiy Danilov,
secretary of Ukraine’s
national security and defence
council, said last week, “If
additional war fronts begin
emerging for the Russian
Federation that would be
very, very helpful for us.”
Adam Kinzinger, a
member of the US congress
tweeted, “There are going
to be a few countries that
realise now maybe a good
time to get your land back
from Russia. Fire sale on
occupied territories.”
These are calls to detonate
years of bloody warfare.
The only positive outcome
can come of a rejection of all
the imperialists’ manoeuvres.
It would have to be based
on resistance to the war and
Putin in Russia and to Nato
in Ukraine and elsewhere.
Free of the oppressive
weight of imperialist mastery,
ordinary people could impose
their own independent and
democratic solutions.
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Sexual assault remains a tool of the warmongers
enemies as monstrous while
also carrying out the barbarity
they accuse their enemies of.
While they act as heroes
for women, the true extent of
their own crimes is often covered up.
During World War Two,
rapes by allied soldiers
occurred during the 1945
invasion of Japan and then
military occupation until
1952.

by ISABEL RINGROSE

REPORTS OF the rape of
Ukrainian women by Russian
soldiers show the chilling violence war enables.
Last week Ukrainian
prosecutor general Iryna
Venediktova said on Facebook
that a Russian soldier killed
an unarmed civilian and then
repeatedly raped his wife.
The woman’s account is a
disturbing story of powerlessness and humiliation caused
by rape and invasion.
And stories of men waiting
at the borders to trick women
into sex slavery show the vulnerability of those forced to
flee.
Sexual violence is a horrifying symptom of women’s
oppression, and war results
from capitalist competition on
a global scale. Both are characteristics of a violent system.
Brought together, sexual
violence is used as a tactic in
war to spread fear and try and
coerce the so-called “enemy.”
In preparation for war soldiers are trained to kill, maim,
and torture for the glory of
victory. The dehumanisation of “the enemy” means an

Battle

US TROOPS during the Second World War raise the flag over Okinawa

invaded country’s population
is brutalised on order.
For women this means
increased sexual violence with
even fewer means of seeking
protection than in peacetime.
Sexual violence and
war are part of the same
system.
In class society women’s
bodies are not considered to
be their own and can be seen
and treated as passive objects.

So acts of violence against
women often take the form of
sexual assaults.
In the late twentieth century rape was categorised
as a weapon of war, and
after the Second World War
was deemed a crime against
humanity.
As late as 1993 the United
Nations declared systematic rape as a violation of
human rights and in 1995 as

a war crime. Rape and sexual
assault can also be part of
broader, more calculated
schemes to control, spread
disease, or ethnically cleanse
a population.
Women’s oppression is
rampant in society, and it can
be at its most violent during
war. But this violence is used
hypocritically by the West.
Governments justify
their wars by painting their

At the Battle of Okinawa US
Marines found no Japanese
forces. So instead they started
“hunting for women”, dragging them from hiding places.
After the battle was won,
armed marines would visit
villages weekly to rape the
local women. As many as
10,000 Okinawan women
were raped.
During the Spanish civil
war of 1936-39 sexual violence was a key tactic of right
wing forces led by general
Francisco Franco.
Women, especially socialists and women fighters,
would be raped and tortured
in cemeteries, hospitals,
farmhouses, and prisons and
faced death if they refused.
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Nato sets out its strategy for
even more military build-up
The annual report from the Nato military alliance sets out a deadly agenda of
escalated militarisation to target Russia and China, says Nick Clark
NATO sees Russia as a threat
to US power—and has poured
arms and soldiers into eastern
Europe accordingly.
That’s not the latest statement
from the Stop the War Coalition—
but the picture Nato paints itself in
its annual report released last week.
The report gives an outline of what
the US’s military alliance got up to in
2021 and spells out its aims for the
years ahead.
It all comes packaged in the
language of “cooperation” and “security.” But once you strip out the guff,
what the report really says is Nato’s
biggest concern is containing Russia
and China.
In his foreword to the report, Nato
secretary general Jens Stoltenberg
writes, “We have entered a new era
in global security, where authoritarian powers, like Russia and China,
are openly contesting core principles
for our security, and seeking to rewrite the entire international order
on which our peace and prosperity
depend.”
That “international order” is one
in which markets are dominated by
US business. The “core principles of
our security” are the military alliances
built to protect that.
Stoltenberg, like US president Joe
Biden, is worried that Russia and
China could threaten it—and even
overturn it.
The rest of the report aims at
reassuring Western journalists and
politicians that Nato has those
threats under control—parading its
militarism for all the world to see.
So it barely mentions Nato’s defeat
in Afghanistan last year, except to
dress up the two-decade war as some
sort of success. But it spends much

NATO SECRETARY general Jens Stoltenberg presents the annual report

more time describing Nato’s plans to
fill eastern Europe with soldiers and
weapons.
Presenting the report on Thursday,
Stoltenberg told the assembled press
proudly, “Over the years, allies have
trained tens of thousands of Ukrainian
troops, provided modern equipment.
The Ukrainian forces are now bigger,
better-equipped, better-trained, and
better-led than ever before.”
And the report itself boasts of how
eastern Europe is bristling with Nato
soldiers ready for war.
“In the Baltic Sea region, the
Alliance continued to deploy four
battalion-size multinational and

combat-ready battlegroups led by
the United Kingdom in Estonia by
Canada in Latvia, by Germany in
Lithuania, and by the United States
in Poland,” it says.
The battlegroups together make up
“thousands of troops from m
 ultiple
Nato allies.”
And that was before Nato “more
than doubled our military presence”
in eastern Europe in recent weeks
“with more troops, aircraft and ships.”
The report also highlights
its 
“ flagship” exercise of 2021,
“Steadfast Defender”—where 9,000
soldiers from 20 countries practised
a war in Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary

Picture: Nato

and Portugal. We learn Ukraine’s
“cooperation” with Nato included
sending soldiers to “advise” and
“assist” the Afghan army.
But we’re also told of how Nato
helped “strengthen” Georgia’s
m ilitary—with a view eventually
allowing it to join—and of its close
cooperation with non-members
Finland and Sweden.
The impression we’re supposed
to take from all of this is one of a
strong, unified Nato ready to defend
the West’s dominance.
But in doing so, we get an insight
into the militarisation of Europe that
fuelled the war.

Don’t forget we have nuclear weapons, China warns the US
CHINA ALSO sees war
in Ukraine through
the prism of a bigger
confrontation between
itself and the US.
A recent article in the
Global Times newspaper—
owned by the ruling
Chinese Communist
Party—on China’s
relationship with Russia,
gives some insight into
its rulers’ thinking.
Its author, Hu Xijin, is
the paper’s former editor
in chief and is often seen
as a mouthpiece for the
Chinese government.
He says “the Chinese

people”—for him,
synonymous with the
Chinese state—thinks the
US’s long term goal is to
isolate China from Russia.
“Who is the No.1
strategic adversary
viewed by the US today?”
asks Hu. “The answer
is China, not Russia.”
Nevertheless, “As an
irreplaceable partner,
Russia is strategically
important to China.”
Russia has supported
China against the US in
disputes in the South China
Sea. It also gives China
access to energy, food and

Chinese nuclear weapon

raw materials it needs
to avoid US sanctions.
More frighteningly, Hu
also raises the prospect
of nuclear confrontation.
“If a war breaks out in
the Taiwan Straits or in
the South China Sea, the

US will find it hard to
impose nuclear blackmail
toward China,” he says.
“No matter Russia
supports China or remains
neutral at that time, it will
be a super nuclear force
which is hostile toward
the US. China itself is a
nuclear power. And the
US will have to be wary
of Russia leaping from a
position of nuclear parity
with the US to a position
with nuclear advantage.”
For Hu, this is a
good thing. It shows
the “complementary
strengths” of China and

Russia can keep the
US out of central Asia
and stifle its allies.
For ordinary people
it should be terrifying.
It shows how strategies
and calculations of
competing states boil
down to gambling with
the lives of millions.
This is an attitude
China and the US share.
Nato’s report also talks
about developing its
“nuclear deterrent”.
Taken together, the
two competing powers
spell out a pathway
towards annihilation.

West inflates
war spending
NATO countries are
ramping up their
arms spending.
Jens Stoltenberg told
the press last Thursday,
“2021 was the seventh
consecutive year of rising
defence spending across
European Allies and
Canada, amounting to
a 3.1 percent rise in real
terms,”
That meant £205 billion
extra since 2014.
Some of the biggest
increases came from
countries in eastern
Europe and the Balkans.
In total, Nato countries
spent £762 billion on arms
and the military in 2021
alone. Nato demands
that its members spend
at least two percent of
their gross domestic
product—their total
economic output—on
the military. Britain
went well above that in
2021. It’s responsible for
6 percent of Nato defence
spending—more than any
other country in Europe.

Russia asks for
Chinese arms
RUSSIA has started
looking to China to
help arm its military.
For some 30 years,
Russia helped China
to grow as a military
power. Russian weapons
makers supplied the
Chinese army with
missiles, helicopters
and advanced fighter
jets worth an average of
£1 billion a year.
But now the Financial
Times newspaper
reports that Russia
has asked China for
missiles, drones and
armoured vehicles to
help its invasion of
Ukraine.
China has begun
manufacturing arms
products it previously
bought from Russia.
More recently, it has
bought off-road vehicles
and engines for tanks
and navy ships from
China to replace those
it buys from arms
companies in Europe.
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Strike ballot after
gay writer cancelled
TEACHERS AT John Fisher
Catholic school in south
London are balloting for
strikes following the diocese’s
decision to cancel a visit by
Simon James Green, a gay
author, on World Book Day.
The diocese also sacked
several school governors who
supported the event.
Many workers wanted the
author’s event to continue,
triggering the diocese to
impose an interim executive
board.
The Education
Commission of Southwark
Archdiocese said the event
was “potentially offensive
to parents, past pupils
and wider members of the
Catholic community.”
It said the planned talk
had “brought the school, the
Church and all its historic
legacy into disrepute”.
NEU members at the
school voted by 92 percent
on an 87 percent turnout for
a strike ballot which closes on
the 13 April.
They have received a lot
of support from parents
who launched a campaign to
reinstate the governors.

Escalation could be
the ticket to victory
TRANSPENNINE Express
conductors continue to strike
for 24 hours each Sunday in
a fight over pay and Sunday
working.
Bosses have so far refused
to increase pay for staff
coming in on their days off
and Sundays.
The RMT union claims
there is a large discrepancy in
pay levels for conductors and
other train crews for doing
the same thing.
The workers are fighting so
that enhanced flat payments
of £250 for rest day working
and £275 for working
Sunday—which conductors
previously received—are fully
restored.
But despite hitting the
trains each Sunday the strike
hasn’t achieved the results
that the workers are striving
for. Escalating action can win.

More strikes at an
east London school
TEACHING STAFF at
Walthamstow Primary
Academy in east London plan
new strikes after Easter with
five days of action.
The workers are fighting for
better pay, against workload
and bullying.
The school is run by one
of the largest academy
trusts, United Learning Trust.
Workers are adamant on
pushing for better working
conditions.
NEU union reps claim that
bosses have only offered
them slim negotiation
time slots, which end in 30
minutes before making any
progress.
lMessages of support to
Paul.phillips@neu.org.uk

No more delays—the RMT
must call more tube strikes

PICKETING AT the Tom White Waste depot in Coventry—a scabbing firm

Solidarity picket shuts
down scab bin depot
by ISABEL RINGROSE
PROTESTERS blocked lorries
leaving the Tom White
Waste depot in Coventry
on Wednesday of last week
in solidarity with the 73
striking HGV2 drivers.
Tom White Waste is fully
owned by the Labour-run
Coventry city council, which is
using scab labour to undermine
the bin strikers’ fight for higher
pay. The protesters delayed
trucks from leaving and
entering the site from 6am to
8.30am
The council then took to
Twitter to apologise for delays
and incorrectly claimed the
action was illegal.
Sean Leahy, chair of Unite
union’s Tom Mann Coventry
and Warwickshire branch,
blocked the gates with nine
others including Unite officials.
“We took them by surprise
and never expected to stop the
wagons—but we did,” he told
Socialist Worker.
“We stood our ground. We

had a bigger impact than we
thought—it’s a great feeling
for us.”
Sean added that what’s now
needed is “real mass pickets” of
strikers and their supporters to
have an even bigger impact.
There are two plants at the
site. One is for agency staff
hired as scab labour to drive
the vans, with collectors who
work for the council. The other
is for regular Tom White Waste
drivers who collect business
waste.
“Most of the regular drivers
were really supportive, honking
their horns and giving us
thumbs up,” Sean added.
“One driver explained that the
agency workers are getting
£18 an hour, while the regular
drivers get £14. They even
discussed drivers joining Unite.”
Meanwhile the lowest paid
striking drivers receive just
£11.49 an hour. The strikers
are demanding the council
move the HGV2 drivers to a
higher pay band.
Sean said that one collector
told the protesters that drivers

and collectors should’ve been
balloted together.
“The collectors aren’t happy
about working with scab drivers
or being asked to do things
they shouldn’t be doing for
health and safety reasons. Unite
is going to make the most of
that,” Sean said.
More industrial action is
the most effective way to win
the Coventry bin strike. Unite
should look to ballot the bin
collectors, as well as other local
authority workers, to hit the
council as hard as possible.
It has to ramp up efforts
to unionise Tom White Waste
drivers and escalate protests
outside the depot. It’s vital
that strikers themselves join
these protests, and organise
secondary pickets to have
maximum impact and the best
chance of winning.
l Coventry strike fund: Unity
Trust Bank a/c Unite WM/7116
Coventry Local Government,
Sort code: 60-83-01, a/c
number: 20302665. Messages
of support to Pete.Randle@
unitetheunion.org

THE RMT union must call
more London Underground
strike dates now to save
jobs and conditions.
Strikes on the 1 and 3 of
March cost bosses £13 million
in losses—but attacks on
pensions are still on the table.
London Underground
bosses want to make cuts
worth £500 million. This
will mean job losses and
an increased workload
for those who are left.
Strikes did force bosses
to delay announcements of
further cuts across different
functions of the network.
They also pushed bosses
to claim that pension
reforms could be delayed.
RMT general secretary
Mick Lynch said the RMT
would call more strikes.
But he said he would
only announce new dates
“once we have received the
outcome of the pension
review on 31 March to fight
against any imposition of

Pickets in March
damaging proposals.”
That delay in calling
action could have lost
a lot of momentum.
Meanwhile workers got
an email saying London
Underground will go ahead
with a local consultation on
cuts in four areas—Victoria
Centre, Jubilee South,
Heathrow and Kings Cross.
There must be no more
delays. The union must call
strikes as soon as possible—
and be ready to follow
those up with more.

HEALTH

Possible victory after ballot
CLEANERS AND porters at
Croydon hospital in south
London appear to have won
a significant victory over
hated outsourcing firm
G4S.
The GMB union members
were this week set to strike
over pay and sick pay after
winning a ballot for action.
But the walkout was
called off after the union
won a “massive” 24 percent
pay rise, with back pay and
an occupational sick pay
scheme. Workers accepted
the offer.
Union organiser Helen
O’Connor, said, “The GMB
has long said that every

hospital worker should
have an occupational sick
pay scheme, so workers
can afford to take time
off work and not come
in when sick and present
a cross‑infection risk to
colleagues and patients.
“These workers have
seen when they come
together as a collective
and are properly organised
they have far more power to
change their own lives and
those of their families.”
It was unclear as
Socialist Worker went to
press whether the headline
pay offer is part of a
multi‑year deal.

UNIVERSITIES

Campaign to escalate battle after union leaders’ retreat plans rejected
THE LATEST phase of
university strikes ended
last Friday and there is now
a major fight over whether
they will continue. Strike
ballots at 149 universities
were set to close on Friday
this week.
Activists were pushing
to win the biggest possible
support for maintaining—
and escalating—the action.
And to the consternation
of some of its leadership,
the UCU union’s higher
education committee (HEC)
this week rejected motions
that would have led to defeat.
Some of the leadership’s
supporters put a series
of motions that called for
capitulation, pausing the
strikes and effectively
ending aspects of the
2021‑22 campaign. They

were defeated and instead
the HEC passed a motion
calling for seriously
escalating action over
pensions.
The internal battle will be
now fought at the special
higher education sector
conferences (Shescs).
Delegates will debate on
the “four fights”—over pay,
equalities, contracts and
workload—on 20 April and
the USS pension dispute on
27 April.
The left in the union is
putting forward its own
motions to the Shescs.
These call for escalating
the strikes alongside a
marking boycott to increase
the pressure on university
bosses. The right will find it
hard to put its positions on
the agenda having lost them

at the HEC. It’s doubtful
whether any branch will
pass them.
But the key fight is not
at the top of the union but
what can be organised at
the base—whether workers
support strikes and show
they want more.
Carlo Morelli, co-president
of Dundee UCU and past
UCU Scotland president,
told Socialist Worker, “UCU
members are continuing
to vote for action in big
numbers, irrespective
of whether they actually
get over the 50 percent
threshold under the
anti‑union laws.
“They are not rejecting
strikes or other methods of
resistance. Any attempt to
ditch the disputes will be
met with huge anger from

members.” If the pensions
or four fights struggles
end It will be a wholly
unnecessary defeat.
Under pension proposals
that came into force last
Friday, a typical university
worker is set to lose
35 percent from their
guaranteed retirement
income.
Employers say this is
justified after a deficit was
reported when the scheme
was last valued in March
2020, as financial markets
went down.
But a new report last week
by the trustee that manages
the scheme reported
assets increasing to over
£88 billion. The trustee says
that growth has outstripped
liabilities and that the level
of contributions required to

service the deficit has now
fallen to zero percent. The
pension cuts were wrong
before these revelations.
Now they are clearly based
on lies and the union must
step up the battle.
The four fights campaign
has been key to mobilising
many of the activists who
have built and implemented
the strikes.
Last week’s strikes saw
major picketing at many
universities. In some, such as
Brighton, and City University
in London, UCU and striking
Unison members picketed
together. In Liverpool people
marched in the city.
It’s time to step up
the resistance and resist
capitulation.
lUCU Left report on the HEC
meeting is at bit.ly/UCULeft0422

Picture: Guy Smallman
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back off in pay fights
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CIVIL SERVICE

A message from the picket line

by ISABEL RINGROSE

BIN WORKERS in the GMB
union continue to fight
back against rubbish pay
and conditions.
Striking Adur and Worthing
refuse workers are now in
their fourth week of strikes
over pay and other issues.
The workers have been
angered by the abuse that
they have been getting on
social media. That abuse is
inspired by the local Tory
establishment who has tried
to whip up opposition to the
strike.
This prompted the GMB
full time officer to accuse
them of promoting hatred
that could result in acts of
violence against workers.
The council has agreed to
meet the GMB on Wednesday
this week to discuss a
recognition agreement.
But Unison, the existing
c ouncil-r ecognised union,
has lodged a complaint with
the TUC union federation
over alleged membership
“poaching”.
All the unions should be
fighting together to build and
win the strike.
Around 100 workers at
recycling centres and refuse

Socialist Worker
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Chep UK strikers appeal
for wider union backing

a below-inflation pay deal.
The company collects bins for
Barrow council.
GMB asked for a 3 percent
pay rise but was offered
2.2 percent. It now says it
will accept 2.8 percent—way
below inflation.
The last round of strikes
will take place between
Wednesday and Friday of
this week and 11 days have
already been completed.
Strikers padlocked the
depot to successfully stop

Thanks to Steve Guy

UNITE UNION members
at Chep UK pallets in
Trafford Park, Manchester,
have entered their 19th
week of strikes.
This makes theirs the
longest running strike in the
history of the union.
Talks over pay have
stalemated, with management
trying to tie any deal this year
to a rotten deal for next year.
Inflation is already
significantly higher than it was
at the start of the strikes.
Striking rep Gary told
Socialist Worker, “The
company has fed us back
their final offer that has been
rejected.
“Now the union is looking
at further escalations. We’re
hoping Chep will come back to
the table.”
Unite has approached Chep
customers, but the emphasis
is on getting their bosses to
pressurise the company rather
than mobilising against the use
of scab pallets.
Unite general secretary
Sharon Graham has been in

SCOTTISH COLLEGES

POST

PAY FIGHTS

FIGHTING ON in Adur and Worthing

collection services employed
by North Somerset
Environment Company
are set to strike for six days
beginning with a strike from
next Tuesday for 48 hours.
Further action is planned.
North Somerset Council
had refused to offer a pay rise
of more than 4.5 percent—
over two years.
Refuse collectors in Barrow
are also striking over pay.
Bosses at FCC Environment
are trying to push through

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Picture: GMB Southern Region

trucks entering and leaving.
Around 200 workers in
Manchester employed by
waste management company
Biffa began balloting for
strikes over pay last Tuesday.
The ballot ends next
Tuesday.
More Biffa workers
from East Sussex Joint
Waste Partnership depots
at Hailsham and Uckfield
balloted until last Friday for
strikes.

touch with strikers to firm up
support ahead of a reballot for
another 12 weeks of action.
This was appreciated, but
further escalation would be a
bigger boost.
Local trade unionists
are encouraged to visit the
24‑hour picket line.
And with the strike likely
to continue, it is important
that activists everywhere raise
solidarity and financial support
where possible.
Gary said it’s “pretty
certain” the strikers will vote
again in favour of further
action for the second time.
“The union has been
brilliant, and the local trade
union movement has been
fantastic,” he said.
“Keep spreading the word.
Some of us are starting to feel
the pinch so we appeal for any
financial support too.”
Sue Caldwell
lDonations to Unity Bank
NW/1 Strike Fund. Sort code
60-83-01 Account 20217873.
lTweet messages of support to
@unite_northwest

Pay battles at GE Aviation EIS lecturers Post office
and the Fawley oil refinery up for action strike vote

Ballot at Cardiff council,
but Heathrow strike off

WORKERS AT the GE
Aviation factory in
Gloucester are striking
every Friday for better pay.
Around 90 Unite union
members rejected a two-year
pay offer worth 4.5 percent.
Unite has accused the
company of using “dirty
tricks” to intimidate
strikers by changing
the sickness policy.
Workers now have
to provide a certificate
for sickness-related
absences on the first day
rather than after five.
GE has also banned
workers from taking annual
leave during the dispute,
including the days the
strikers are in work.

CARDIFF CITY council
workers voted by 98 percent
to strike over bullying
culture in the Waste
Services Department.
Over 60 percent of the
workforce say they have been
bullied or witnessed bullying.
The council’s treatment
of its workers stinks—it
has also been accused by
the Unite union of health
and safety failings and
leaving agency workers on
contracts for 15 years.

nAROUND 100 workers at
Exxon’s Southampton oil
refinery at Fawley were
set to strike on Friday of
this week and then on

25 April and 6 May. The
strikers are employed
by Trant Engineering
Limited, Veolia Services
and Altrad Services.
Bosses offered workers
a 2.5 percent pay rise
and are angry that they
receive no sick pay,
yet workers employed
directly by Exxon do.
The site was also
a target last week for
Extinction Rebellion and
Just Stop Oil activists
fighting the oil giant.
Supporting one another
can make important links
between trade unions and
the fight for climate justice.
nACTION AT Riverside
Baking in Nottinghamshire
has been postponed while
the 170 workers vote on
a deal. Workers had voted
for an all out strike due
to begin last Wednesday.

SCOTTISH college lecturers
in the EIS union have voted
overwhelmingly for action
over pay. They beat the
ballot threshold and voted
73 percent for strikes and
89 percent for action short
of strikes. Both tactics will
be used in a campaign
scheduled for April.
Lecturers in Scottish
colleges have struck almost
every year since the return
to national bargaining in
2015 because of intransigent
employers bent on tearing
up deals they signed.
After successful strikes,
full time Scottish lecturers
are relatively well paid
compared to some
public sector workers.
But we know that if the
bosses and the politicians
lower the living standards
of one group of workers
it weakens all. We could
strike alongside the UCU
university workers.
Donny Gluckstein

POST OFFICE workers
have voted to strike
against a pay freeze.
Members of the CWU
union voted by 97 percent for
strikes in a ballot that ended
on Monday of last week.
CWU leaders say strikes
by counters, admin and
supply chain workers
would close every Crown
Post Office and stop cash
deliveries to sub post offices.
But they have used the
ballot result to call for
talks with bosses instead.
nROYAL MAIL managers
in the Unite union could
soon be voting on strikes
over plans to sack nearly
1,000 people and re-employ
them on worse pay.
Many Royal Mail workers
in the CWU union will rightly
feel that managers are the
people who implement
bosses’ demands.
But successful fire and
rehire won’t help anyone.

nWORKERS AT Mahle Engine
Systems in Kilmarnock
who make components for
motorsport engines have
been offered a two-year pay
deal of 5.5 percent for 2022
and 5 percent in 2023.
The workers are being
balloted until 19 April.
nMORE THAN 160 Unite
union members employed by
Heathrow airport baggage

engineering contractor
Vanderlande Industries voted
for strikes for this weekend.
On a turnout of 77 percent,
97 percent of workers
voted in favour of action.
But strikes were postponed
on Monday after a new offer.
Technicians, engineers
and control room operators
are angry that bosses have
frozen their pay while
recording a 14 percent
growth in profits last year.
The Unite union will
now ballot its members
over the next two weeks.
They should not accept
anything less than a rise of
10 percent given the current
8.2 percent inflation rate.
nWILTSHIRE council traffic
wardens are starting a ballot
over pay. The workers
are facing a pay cut of
10 percent—£2,000 a year.
The ballot is due to open on
6 April and close on 30 April.
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As Extinction Rebellion targets fossil fuel industry in London...

IT’S RIGHT TO REBEL
AT CLIMATE CRISIS
group’s plans for further
protests.
“We haven’t had anything
like this for two years—it’s
massively important that we
do get out there and say ‘XR
still exists, and we’re still
active’.
“It’s now or never—Cop26
was a failure, as we predicted
it would be. It was all a load of
greenwashing by the government, and we saw it inspire
protests around the world.
“We need to build on the
energy of that,” she said.
The government is pushing
through the Police, Crimes
and Sentencing Bill into
legislation. That will make
it easier to arrest protesters
and harass groups such as
Extinction Rebellion.

By SARAH BATES and SAM ORD

C E N T RA L LO N D O N i s
this week set to become
a flashpoint of resistance
over the climate crisis
as activists prepare to
stage the next Extinction
Rebellion (XR) occupation.
Thousands of rebels could
descend on London for eight
days from Saturday.
They have vowed to take
the fight to the doorsteps of
those responsible for climate
and ecological chaos.
The rebellion follows
dramatic action last Friday
as hundreds of climate activists from XR and the Just Stop
Oil campaign blockaded ten
oil facilities. Those actions
are continuing.
Activists disrupted
seven oil facilities near
London, Birmingham and
Southampton from 4am on
Sunday.
People sitting in the road
prevented oil tankers from
leaving Kingsbury, Midlands
and Esso terminals in
Birmingham.
As the traffic stopped,
some used ladders to climb
on top of the lorries. Oil
t ankers were completely

blocked from leaving each
site.

Infrastructure

A second wave of activists then
arrived with food and supplies
for those who occupied the
fossil fuel infrastructure.
At Thames Oilport in Essex
17 people climbed or locked
themselves to a tanker.
Navigator Terminals
Thames in nearby Grays is
the largest fuel terminal in
the south east of England.
One of the 30 activists on
top of tankers there told Real
Media, “No one seems to be
doing anything, no one seems
to be listening to us.
“We’ve done protests, tried
to talk to our MPs—the only
thing we can do now is direct

Custodial

THE EXTINCTION Rebellion protests in London in 2020 (above) helped keep the issue of the climate crisis live during
Pictures: Guy Smallman
the height of the pandemic. Protesters this week stopped trucks at oil depots (below)

action.” More than 30 people
camped outside Buncefield
oil terminal in Hertfordshire
overnight.
In the early hours of
Sunday morning, 12 activists
gained access to the site and
entered the facility.
Police have now arrested

‘‘

It’s now or
never—Cop26
was the washout
we predicted it
would be

over 200 people during the
actions.
XR spokesperson Andrew
Smith said, “XR are building
pressure on fossil companies
and then on 9 April we’re
going en masse to take our

message to the government—
end fossil fuels now.”
Rebels aren’t expecting to
block central London streets
for days-long occupations, as
in previous actions. It’s likely
they will camp elsewhere

and protest throughout the
capital each day.
Andrew promised “more
mass participation style
events. We want to create the
space where people can come
and join.
“There’s an open invite for
people to come and take part
in these actions.”
XR called the demand to
end fossil fuels “the obvious first step to tackling the
climate and ecological crisis.
“We are living through a
rapidly closing window of
opportunity to do anything
meaningful and we all know
that those with power are
committing us to global
breakdown.”
Sally, an XR facilitator
from York said its right to
take to the streets after the
pandemic interrupted the

As it stands, a central method
of XR is to facilitate mass
arrests in a ploy to grab media
attention and overwhelm the
custodial and legal system.
But, Sally says, in her
local group the pool of
people willing to be considered “arrestable” is getting
smaller. Some people aren’t
as keen—the police tactics
have got harsher, sentencing
has got harsher,” she said.
“A lot of people were
arrestable, but they’ve been
arrested so many times. If it
happens again, it can be quite
bad for them. The mood feels
quite different now.”
Past rebellions have been
tens of thousands strong and
created critical opportunities
to raise the alarm about the
climate emergency.
Whatever the reaction of
the police to rebels this time
or the specific tactics of activists, it is important that as
many people as possible join
the rebellion.
Sally is a pseudonym
lFor details of how to
join the rebellion, go to
extinctionrebellion.uk
lIn defence of direct action—go
to pages 14&15
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