
lNO TO RUSSIA’S UKRAINE INVASION
lNO TO NATO MILITARY ESCALATION
lFIGHT IMPERIALISM EVERYWHERE

Johnson’s trip to 
Ukraine keeps the 
weapons flowing
>>Page 4

 DON’T FUEL
DRIVE FOR 
MORE WAR

ARMS TO UKRAINE MEAN FURTHER HORROR

SUNAK TAX SCANDAL 
A CHANCE TO BRING DOWN 
THE TORIES Filthy rich think that taxes are only for ‘little people’. 

Unions must not waste this chance to hit back
>>Pages 2&3
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SRI LANKA

Anti-government 
protesters want 
system change
THE GROWING crisis in 
Sri Lanka has been putting 
massive pressure on president 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign.

Huge protests last weekend 
demanded the entire 
government step down over 
power cuts, food shortages and 
rising fuel prices. 
>>Page 8

FRANCE

Macron and Le 
Pen will face off 
in election 
A NEOLIBERAL and a 
fascist will battle it out for 
France’s presidency after 
the first round of voting 
closed last Sunday evening.

Nazi Marine Le Pen’s 
latest advance is a direct 
result of president 
Emmanuel Macron’s rule for 
the rich.
>>Page 6

THEORY

Walter Rodney—a 
revolutionary 
intellectual
WALTER RODNEY was above 
all else a Marxist who fought 
for the self-emancipation of 
the working class and for the 
liberation of the oppressed.

Chinedu Chukwudinma 
talks about his book analysing 
Rodney’s life and ideas.
>>Pages 14&15
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‘‘‘This arrangement is 
entirely legal and how 
many non‑domiciled 
people are taxed in 
the UK’
Akshata Murty, multi-millionaire, 
tax avoider, engineer and wife of 
chancellor Rishi Sunak

‘Many do not feel it 
is compatible with 
my husband’s role 
as Chancellor’
The penny begins to drop for Murty

‘I understand and 
appreciate the 
British sense of 
fairness’
Says Murty after finally agreeing to 
pay taxes 

‘Not ideal... 
Obviously it is not a 
brilliant time for it to 
come out’
Tory policing minister Kit Malthouse 
on the scandal spreading through 
government

‘The inquiry will 
be carried out 
with a view to 
potential criminal 
prosecutions. It’s 
against the law’
Sunak announces investigation 
into who leaked the ‘confidential’ 
information about his family 
finances. Perhaps he should ask his 
next door neighbour

by CHARLIE KIMBER

GROUPS OF Tory advisers 
last weekend were swapping 
WhatsApp messages about 
“Rishi  Notax and Akshata 
Murky”— the chancellor and his 
wife 

At the same time, the removal vans 
arrived to shift the pair’s furniture 
from their flat in Downing Street. 

The move had been planned for 
a while. But it was a reminder that 
Sunak could, and should, be forced 
out by the revelations about the 
 couple’s tax affairs.

It’s a story of multi-millionaires 
and billionaires wallowing in their 
wealth and finding mechanisms 
to protect it from interfering tax 
authorities.

It’s about the man who  determines 
tax policy not revealing his wife’s 
special arrangements until he was 
forced to.

And it’s another example of the 
rich stealing from working class 
people.

Permanent
Sunak has always said he is a “low 
tax chancellor”. He is—for himself 
and his family, while he puts up 
taxes for workers.

Sunak, for example, held a US 
green card that gave him permanent 
residence in America and an obliga-
tion to file a US tax return before he 
was an MP.

He retained it until 2019 when he 
was chancellor. 

When Sunak was appointed chief 
secretary to the Treasury in 2019 he 
waived his salary for five months.

Instead, he earned the MP’s basic 
salary, which was then £81,932. 

This is about $103,000, just under 
the maximum threshold of $108,700 
that US green card holders can 
earn overseas and avoid paying US 
income tax.

Last week it came out that his 
wife, Akshata Murty, the daughter 
of an Indian billionaire, has been 
using non-domicile status to avoid 
paying British taxes on her massive 
overseas earnings. 

Some 75,700 individuals now 
claim non-dom status, thereby dodg-
ing £8 billion in taxes and national 
insurance.

‘Complicated’
Sunak said Murty’s tax  arrangements 
are “complicated” and claimed they 
did not involve her paying less tax.

In fact not paying tax on her 
 foreign earnings would have saved 
her at least £4.4 million last year.

Murty and Sunak have still failed 
to explain how much tax she paid 
on the £54.5 million of dividends 
she collected over the past  seven 
and a half years.

Sunak said his wife paid all taxes 
due in Britain, “and every penny 
that she earns internationally, for 
example in India, she would pay 
the full taxes on that”. “Would pay” 
doesn’t mean “has paid”. 

There has been no promise to pay 

Was health secretary Sajid Javid’s loot 
stashed away on an offshore island?
TAX AVOIDANCE doesn’t stop with 
Sunak and his family.

Health secretary Sajid Javid had 
non-dom status, and did not pay tax 
in Britain on his overseas income 
for six years when he was a banker 
grabbing up to £3 million a year.

Faced with imminent newspaper 
revelations, Javid admitted that 
between 2000 and 2006, he had 
non-dom status.

He said he was entitled to this 
because his father was born in 
Pakistan. He issued a statement 
explaining he also benefited from 
an offshore trust—often dubbed a 
tax haven— while he worked for 
Deutsche Bank 20 years ago.

But Javid left open where he 
was officially domiciled for some 
portions of his loot.

The Sunday Times newspaper 
commented, “That leaves open 
the possibility that some of Javid’s 
assets were located in a tax haven, 

or that he paid no tax at all on 
some of them.”

The cheating Tory was chancellor 
between July 2019 and February 
2020. 

He left after refusing demands 
to fire his team of aides following 
rows with Johnson’s senior adviser 

Dominic Cummings. During 
the 2019 election campaign, as 
chancellor, Javid boasted the Tories 
had introduced more than 100 
measures to “tackle aggressive tax 
avoidance and evasion” in order to 
make the tax system “simpler —
and, most importantly, fairer”. 

Labour and unions must not be bystanders
THE TORIES cannot be allowed to 
get away with it again.

Boris Johnson and his gang 
should have been forced out by the 
“partygate” scandal of cheese and 
wine gatherings during lockdown. 

But they have so far managed 
to wriggle away without any real 
punishment.

Here they had a willing 
accomplice—Keir Starmer’s 
Labour Party. It played a key role 
in giving Johnson strong hopes of 
an escape. Pleading the cause of 
the national interest, the Labour 
leader restricted his attacks to 
parliamentary manoeuvres. 

Crucially, he now backs Johnson 
over the Ukraine war.

But the tax scandal shows the 
Tory crisis is not over.

The latest revelations show 
that the entire Tory bunch are 
vulnerable—especially the 
chancellor, Rishi Sunak and the 

health secretary Sajid Javid.
The trade unions should mobilise 

to throw them all out. 
They should urge wider strikes, 

coordinated action and mass 
protests. 

It’s a tragedy they didn’t do that 
during Theresa May’s Brexit crisis 
in 2019. And the union leaders 
were passive as Johnson partied 
and people died.

Now it ought to be different. The 
TUC union grouping has called a 
national demonstration in London 
on 18 June over the cost of living, 
pay and workers’ rights.

Everyone who hates the Tories 
needs to build it as big as possible. 
But more than two months is a long 
time to wait for even a glimpse of 
action. 

Mass action is needed now 
so that the Tories cannot escape 
again.
Isabel Ringrose

This is not a ‘cost 
of living crisis’. 
It’s a social 
emergency
THESE GRUBBY manoeuvres 
come at the same time as the 
Tories are hammering ordinary 
people with tax rises and curbs 
on pay and benefits.

This Monday saw the 
biggest fall in the real value 
of the basic rate of benefits 
in 50 years. The 3.1 percent 
“increase” that came into 
effect is 5 percent below the 
RPI rate of inflation now—and 
it’s rising. 

Recent Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation (JRF) says that 
this decision will pull 600,000 
people into poverty, around a 
quarter of them children. This 

follows a decade of strangled 
benefits—a material and 
ideological assault on people 
who ministers demonised as 
“shirkers”.

The basic rate of 
unemployment benefits is at a 
35-year low in real terms. 

Desperate
Peter Matejic, a deputy 
director at JRF, said, “A 
decade of cuts and freezes to 
benefits has left many people 
in our society in increasingly 
desperate situations, 
struggling to afford food, 
energy and basic hygiene 
products.

“Without urgent action from 
the government, the stark 
reality is that the situation 
could get much worse.” 

The revelations also come 
just as the cost of essentials 
is rocketing. The Resolution 

Foundation think tank said the 
number of people in England 
in “fuel stress” doubled 
overnight from 2.5 to five 
million on 1 April as average 
gas and electricity bills soared 
by 54 percent. 

It means a household is 
spending more than 10 percent 
of its total budget on energy 
bills, and for many, it’s far more.

The squeeze on living 
standards is often referred to 
as a “cost of living crisis”. But 
that doesn’t reflect the scale 
of the hardship and poverty.

Instead, it’s a social 
emergency where vast 
numbers of people face cold, 
evictions, ill health, hunger 
and, in some cases, death.

The only proper response is 
to push for mass protests and 
strikes, riots and the ejection 
of Sunak, Johnson and this 
whole government.

Unions can’t sit back during Tory crisis

THE THINGS 
THEY SAY

the £20 million she has saved from 
the arrangement in the past decade. 

And she has previously collected 
other dividend income in Mauritius, 
a tax haven.

Murty has retained her non-dom 
status, which means her estate will 
still be exempt from inheritance tax 
on her assets.

Her father is one of India’s richest 
men with an estimated £3.5 billion 
fortune.

If Murty chose to give up her 
non-dom status, she would face a 
likely inheritance tax bill of £462 
million if her father dies before her 

and his assets are divided between 
Murty, her brother and her mother.

In India there is no inheritance 
tax and under a loophole included 
in a British-Indian treaty in 1956 her 
inheritance tax-free status would 
continue forever.

It is, once again, just as with Boris 
Johnson and the lockdown parties, 
one rule for the Tories and the rich, 
another for the rest of us. For them 
paying tax is voluntary.

And it is still a game for them. 
Perhaps Johnson leaked Sunak and 
Murty’s tax arrangements in order 
to bolster his own position.

Sunak, who wouldn’t support 
Johnson during partygate, now feels 
the wrath of the media and of mil-
lions. Meanwhile Johnson basks in 
his war image.

They laugh at us while they stash 
their wealth, don’t pay tax, and sen-
tence us to hard times. 

Has the health secretary’s money been to the Cayman Islands recently?

What a lovely couple—of 
parasites. Murty and Sunak 
(above) Vladimir Putin and 
pappa Murty (below)

In India there is no 
inheritance tax and 
under a loophole 
Murty’s tax-free 
status lasts forever

‘‘ 

SUNAK TAX 
SCANDAL IS 
A CHANCE 
TO BRING 
DOWN THE 
TORIES...
Don’t let it go to waste

Fact check the Tories
lSUNAK AND Murty 

own at least four 
properties as well as having 
the use of two government 
residences—the Downing 
Street flat and Dorneywood 
in Buckinghamshire.

They are presently 
spending a fortune on a 
swimming pool, tennis court 
and gym complex at their 
manor house in Sunak’s 
Yorkshire constituency.

l A NON-DOM is 
someone who is 

resident in Britain but 
declares on their tax 
return that their 
permanent home, or 
domicile, for tax 
purposes is overseas.

It means they do 
not have to pay 
British tax on 
non-British 
assets. Overall, 
there are 238,000 

people who have ever 
claimed non-dom status in 
Britain. The number 
doubled under Tony Blair’s 
New Labour from 70,000 to 
140,000.

l NON-DOMS MADE up 
two-fifths of top 

earners—those whose 
annual income is more than 
£125,000—in the oil industry.

l MORE than 40 percent 
of those who trousered 

£5 million or more in 2018 
have claimed non-dom 

status at some point 
since 1997.

l PRIME minister 
William Pitt the 

Younger (left) introduced 
the non-dom rules in 

1799 to protect the 
colonial interests of 
the British in India.

Don’t trust Sajid Javid
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London Ukraine ‘protest’ 
demands Nato escalation
UKRAINE Solidarity 
demonstrations on Saturday 
sought to funnel union support 
for Ukrainian refugees behind 
demands for further militarisation.

Little more than 200 people 
joined the march in central London, 
where organisers led chants of 
“Arm Ukraine.”

Marchers also chanted “Put an 
end to Putin’s reign, arm arm arm 
Ukraine”—a call for the West to 
force regime change in Russia. 

Labour MP Nadia Whittome 
joined in chants of “Putin out.”

PCS union assistant general 
secretary John Moloney, wearing 
a union tabard, directed the short 
march and brought the union’s 
national banner. UCU union 
president Vicky Blake also brought 
her union’s national banner and 
chaired the closing rally.

Protesters reacted 
enthusiastically to organisers’ 
calls for escalation and arming the 

Ukrainian military. 
Ukraine Solidarity Campaign 

organiser Christopher Ford said, 
“Those who call for peace—those 
people are the voice of appeasement. 
Those people are a 21st century 
Vichy. I want to see Putin hanged in 
the Maidan in Kiev.”

He added that he wanted “all 
the arms Ukraine needs to inflict a 
defeat on Russia.”

And former left wing writer Paul 
Mason said, “It is in the interests 
of working class people to support 
Ukraine in this war.

I know how hard that is for 
many of us who stood out here 
for so many other wars and said 
screw your hypocrisy for Iraq, 
Afghanistan and the rest.

“But the only way to get arms 
into the hands of Ukrainian people 
right now is to keep the pressure on 
the government to get all the banks 
sanctioned properly, and all the 
oligarchs sanctioned properly.”

Ukraine solidarity protesters outside parliament last weekend

International anti-war meeting
STOP THE War 
Coalition (STWC) 
groups in many 
parts of Britain held 
campaign stalls 
and small protests 
last Saturday. They 
displayed posters 
saying, “Stop the 
war—Russian 
troops out, no Nato 
expansion.”

In the evening 
STWC was one of the 
groups supporting an 
international rally. 

Others backing 
it were the Irish 
anti-war movement, 
CND, the No to 
Nato network 
and Codepink—a 
women-led grassroots 
organisation working 
to end US wars and 
militarism.

It heard powerful 
calls for a genuine 
movement against 
imperialist conflict.

Vijay Prashad, 
director at the 
Tricontinental 
Institute, said, “On 
this day, 9 April, in 
2003, the US army 

entered Baghdad in 
Iraq, and the looting 
began. 

“We say Russia 
out of Ukraine, but 
that won’t solve 
the problems that 
provoked the war. 
We have to end the 
illusion that the US 
can be dominant 
forever.”

Tariq Ali quoted 
the Tory prime 
minister Stanley 
Baldwin in a speech 
from 1932. Baldwin 
said that in modern 
warfare, “The only 
defence is in offence, 
which means that 
you have to kill more 
women and children 
more quickly than 
the enemy.” 

Ideology
Tariq Ali said this 
was now the US’s 
military ideology.

He attacked the 
Tories in Britain. But 
he also denounced 
the “so-called 
opposition for acting 
as understudies for 

Johnson on most 
things”. 

And he said Labour 
opponents of the war 
in parliament were 
“running scared”.

Richard Boyd 
Barrett, an Irish 
TD for People 
Before Profit, 
denounced Putin’s 
“bloody, imperialist, 
inexcusable 
invasion”.

 But he added it 
had been “cynically 
exploited by the 
US and others to 
rehabilitate Nato, to 
expand Nato”. 

Indian academic 
and author Anuradha 
Chenoy said the 
Global South did not 
“support unilateral 
sanctions” that 
are “impacting the 
hungry”.

The meeting 
put out a call for 
an international 
day of action on 7 
May,  and another 
on 25 June—in the 
run-up to the Madrid 
Nato summit.
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Arms deals 
keep flowing 
following 
Johnson’s 
Ukraine trip
by CHARLIE KIMBER

BORIS JOHNSON flew into Kiev, 
Ukraine, on Saturday to posture 
as a war leader and pledge yet 
more weaponry for president 
Volodymyr Zelensky’s military. 

Johnson said Zelensky had 
achieved “the greatest feat of arms 
of the 21st century”.

In another big escalation of the 
war, he said Britain would now 
send Ukraine 120 armoured vehi-
cles, anti-ship missile systems and 
further economic support.

This is on top of the £100 million 
of military equipment announced on 
Friday—including anti-aircraft and 
anti-tank missiles—and huge arms 
shipments previously. 

The announcement came days 
after the Ukrainian foreign minister 
said he had one demand of Nato—
“Weapons, weapons and weapons.”

And liberals in Britain are  thirsting 
to go even further. 

The Observer, the Sunday version 
of The Guardian newspaper, wrote 
in an editorial last weekend, “In the 
face of Vladimir Putin’s cruelty, Nato 
must consider taking much tougher 
options.”

It went on, “Sanctions on Russia 
and arms for Ukraine are cele-
brated by western governments as 
an unprecedented, unifying success. 
But it’s not working.”

“Shaming, ineffectual western 
shouting from the sidelines is unac-
ceptable. The sooner Biden and the 
rest stop wringing their hands and 
start calling the shots the better.”

Its demands include “direct 
 intervention to create a safe haven 
in western Ukraine, protected by 
Nato air power”. 

Nato countries including Britain 
and the US had already agreed to 
provide Ukraine with “new and 
heavier” weapons during a meeting 
of the alliance’s foreign ministers 
last week.

Since the invasion started 
on 24 February, the Joe Biden 
 adminis trat ion has  p ledged 
£1.3  billion in new military aid for 
Ukraine.

When it comes to heavier 

equipment, Ukraine’s forces are only 
trained to use older Russian-designed 
systems. But foreign secretary Liz 
Truss said Nato wants to change that.

 It’s a long-term strategy of 
 wrapping Ukraine into Nato, 
 formally or not. “We agreed to 
help Ukrainian forces move from 
their Soviet-era equipment to Nato 
 standard equipment,” she said. 

Meanwhile Zelensky last week 
gave a horrifying but potentially 
truthful vision of Ukraine if the war 
is won by Nato weaponry. 

He said post-war Ukraine will be 
like a “big Israel” and won’t be “lib-
eral” like Europe.

“We will not be surprised if we 
have representatives of the armed 
forces or the National Guard in cin-
emas, supermarkets, and people 
with weapons. I am confident that 
the question of security will be issue 
number one for the next ten years. I 
am sure of it,” he added.

The warmongering is having 
broader effects. South Korea’s right 
wing president-elect Yoon Suk-yeol 
asked for the US to return nuclear 
weapons to the Korean peninsula 
during talks in Washington last week.

Yoon has vowed to take a more 
aggressive attitude towards North 
Korea than outgoing president Moon 
Jae-in. 

He wants the return of US nuclear 
weapons as part of that plan. The US 
is also now looking to South Korea 
to oppose Chinese influence in the 
region. 

BACK STORY
So far, the US and its allies have 
given Ukraine shoulder-fired 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft 
missiles, and armed drones. 
lThe Czech Republic has 
provided Ukraine with just over a 
dozen Soviet-era tanks. Ukraine 
is asking for more tanks and 
wants fighter jets and land-based 
 anti-aircraft missile systems.
lSecretary of state Antony 
Blinken said the US was looking 
at sending“new systems” without 
elaborating on exactly what these 
would be. JOHNSON AND Zelensky meet up Picture: Number 10 oN Flickr 

Hundreds of Nato planes fly close 
to Russia tempting wider war
NATO IS operating a major and 
growing aerial operation in 
support of Ukraine’s military. 

The Financial Times 
newspaper reports, “Deep inside 
a reinforced bunker in north 
western Germany, a dozen Nato 
air force troops bustle around 
computers set up in front of a 
huge screen showing a map of 
eastern Europe’s airspace.

About 30 green dots, 
representing Nato planes, cluster 
the skies on the alliance’s eastern 
flank bordering Russia, Belarus 
and Ukraine.

“The mix of fighter jets, 
reconnaissance aircraft and 
support planes are both a show 
of strength, and operations 
gathering intelligence on the war 
in Ukraine which could be fed 
back to Kyiv.”

It is up to Nato nations to 
decide whether to share military 
data with allies.

It has been revealed that the 
US is sharing their information 
with Ukraine. 

One Nato defence official 
said, “There’s mountains of 

data. They’re listening. They’re 
watching.”

There was a terrifying example 
last week of the potential for 
this to lead to clashes between 
nuclear-armed powers.

During a visit by journalists, 
the command centre scrambled 
an F-35 jet from Norway to 
monitor a Russian aircraft that 
was flying off the country’s 
northern coast.

The Financial Times article 
details that Nato owns and 
operates more than a dozen 

Boeing E-3A radar planes, with 
about six of its long-range “eyes 
in the sky” craft in the air at any 
time. 

They form part of about 100 
Nato planes flown each day as 
part of the alliance’s expanded 
presence in eastern Europe.

This includes fighter jets 
and manned and unmanned 
intelligence aircraft operated by 
individual member countries. 

This air armada goes alongside 
a huge increase in troops so that 
40,000 soldiers are now under 
Nato’s command on the alliance’s 
eastern flank. 

There are battle groups set up 
in all member states bordering 
Russia, Ukraine and on the Black 
Sea. In addition, Nato has put 
naval carrier strike groups in 
the North Sea and the eastern 
Mediterranean, with more than 
140 ships at sea. 

Nato has also assisted in 
placing US-built Patriot air and 
missile batteries with the ability 
to shoot down enemy aircraft or 
missiles in southern Poland and 
Slovakia.

A Boeing E-3A radar plane
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CHAOS REIGNS AS THE 
TORIES CLING TO POWER

 T
HE TORIES are causing 
chaos, but they’re clinging 
on. The drive to a wider 
war in Ukraine, the 
rocketing cost of living 

and the tax scandals at the heart 
of the cabinet are more proof of 
how the system fails.

They also mean the Tories are 
vulnerable. In each case there are 
particular factors—but there’s 
also a general, systemic issue.

Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s 
tax‑dodging flows from the same 
contempt that Boris Johnson has 
for the rest of us. 

Each element of chaos is linked 
to another through the warped 
priorities of capitalism.

The Ukraine war is linked to 
an inter‑imperialist conflict about 
control of markets and resources. 
The fossil fuel economy is central 
to that.

Restoring profits through fuel 
price rises is part of boosting 
bosses’ interests, and that’s linked 
to bearing down on wages, benefits 
and pensions. 

Capitalism, with the market in 
charge, means the rationality of 
profit that causes chaos for the 
rest of  society.   

We have been here before. Six 
months ago petrol supplies dried 

up in many areas. Supermarkets 
could not guarantee even quite 
basic goods. Pharmacies were 
running short of medicines due to 
a lack of deliveries. 

Essential industrial processes 
were imperilled by a lack of CO2. 
Labour shortages among drivers, 
poultry workers and in other 
areas revealed the crucial role 
played by “unskilled workers”. 

Privatised energy suppliers 
were also crashing into 
bankruptcy as ordinary people 
faced terrifying price rises. 

And the government’s response 
was to push through a £20 a week 
benefit cut that hit six million 
people.

Then came Johnson’s lies 

and contempt about lockdown 
parties—and much more. But 
Johnson and the Tories remain.

They enjoy multimillion pound 
mansions kitted out with a pool 
and fitness centre, a holiday 
home in California and a flat in 
Kensington. 

Meanwhile ordinary people 
are feeling the biggest squeeze in 
decades. 

A central reason the Tories 
have hung on until now is that 
opposition is weak. 

Time and time again the Labour 
Party has been handed ammunition 
to try and oust the Tories, but 
instead Keir Starmer waits 
patiently, hoping he’ll get his turn 
one day. 

More resistance is desperately 
needed in the form of protests and 
strikes that could spell the end for 
this rotten government. 

The current chaos will likely 
lead to explosions of anger against 
the Tories. But politically that could 
go in many directions.

It could, for example, be 
corralled against environmental 
protesters. 

That’s why it’s more than ever 
important to build workers’ 
resistance and socialist political 
organisation.

LABOUR SCUTTLES RIGHT
 IN THE teeth of climate, social 

and political crises, the Labour 
Party wants to clamp down 

hard on those who are fighting 
back.

On Monday Labour demanded 
that the Tories act to arrest and 
punish Just Stop Oil activists who 
block oil terminals. 

It said it wanted injunctions 
like the sort used against Insulate 
Britain activists last year to “not 
just ban protests at oil terminals 
but also across Britain’s road 
network.”

It’s typical of Keir Starmer’s 
Labour to pander desperately to 
the right wing press who want 
to blame climate activists for the 
problems of the system. 

But there’s something deeper 
going on here too.

Whenever the Tories find 
themselves mired in scandal, 
Labour’s instinct is to attack from 
the right.

For Labour, the key question 
at the heart of chancellor Rishi 
Sunak’s tax dodging scandal isn’t 
the contempt the rich have for 

the rest of us. It’s whether he 
broke parliament’s rules.

Then, as if worried even that 
looked too much like class war, 
Labour turned the subject quickly 
on to “law and order”. 

Just as it did after Boris Johnson 
held lockdown-breaking parties, 
it spent Monday demanding more 
money for cops.

This is the true face of a party 
whose inclination is always to 
side with the bosses’ system—kid 
gloves for the Tories, jail for those 
resisting.

Capitalism, with 
the market in 
charge, means a 
system of chaos 
in society

‘‘ 
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War could cause revolt    
all around the world
“TURN THE imperialist war into civil war,” wrote 
Russian revolutionaries Vladimir Lenin and Grigory 
Zinoviev during the First World War in 1915. We can 
look back now and see that two years after that bold 
statement Russian workers launched an insurrection 
that shook the world.

But what does these Bolsheviks’ statement mean in the 
context of the Ukraine war today? It certainly applies as a 
strategy for revolutionaries in the states most directly affected 
by the fighting. 

The Russian anti-war movement, for example, could grow 
and fuse with wider working class opposition to president 
Vladimir Putin and bring down his regime. Rail workers in 
Belarus who have risked vicious punishment by sabotaging 
Russian supply lines could return to their movement to bring 
down dictator Aleksandr Lukashenko. 

Workers in Nato countries could revolt against the war 
drive. That resistance could mesh with the anger over inflation 
tearing away the value of pay, pensions and benefits.

We saw a glimpse of this during the Greek general strike last 
week. Sections of workers marched with banners calling for 
jobs, better pay, against racism—and no to war. 

Ukrainian people, while opposing the Russian invasion, 
could revolt against the Volodymyr Zelensky government’s 
neoliberal measures and its decision to act as a subordinate 
partner of Nato.

Shortages
But there’s another very important way the 1915 advice 
applies. The war is coming home for billions of people far from 
the battlefields. It has generated terrible shortages of food and 
crushing price rises.  

Ukraine and Russia are key exporters of grains and 
sunflower oil, accounting for about 30 percent of the global 
wheat trade. The war has led to a sudden shutdown in supply 
lines.

Global food prices have just hit a new high, rising at the 
fastest rate in 14 years. 

The March food price index published by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation rose 34 percent year on year, setting 
the third consecutive monthly record.

Meanwhile speculators and manipulators of the markets 
cash in. The Wall Street Journal newspaper reports price rises 
“are a windfall for big agricultural companies like Bunge Ltd 
and Archer Daniels Midland Co that buy and transport crops”. 
Their shares are up 25 percent and 40 percent respectively.

That inevitably means hunger, disease and death. But the 
shockwave also means revolt—and possibly revolution.

In the summer of 2010 wildfires raged across Russia’s 
farmland and wheat traders nearly doubled the international 
price. Furious people launched demonstrations in the Middle 
East—one of the factors triggering the “Arab Spring” and a 
chain of revolutionary movements.  

Today workers and the poor are already marching and 
striking in Sri Lanka, Sudan, Brazil, Argentina and Peru.

And more assaults are coming from the ruling class. 
Marcello Estevao, in a blog for the World Bank, warns that 
even before the war, “Close to 60 percent of the poorest 
countries were already in debt distress.

“In such conditions, history shows, one more surprise is all 
it takes to touch off a crisis. Over the next 12 months, as many 
as a dozen developing economies could prove unable to service 
their debt.”  

Last week Lebanon’s deputy prime minister Saadeh 
Al-Shami announced, “The state has gone bankrupt”.

In Egypt the country’s food reserves are running low. Its 
leaders fear a rerun of the 2011 revolution.

They are begging for funds from the International Monetary 
Fund and the Gulf sheikdoms to maintain a subsidised bread 
programme that reaches 70 million people

As Lenin and Zinoviev wrote, “The war has undoubtedly 
created the acutest crises and has incredibly intensified the 
sufferings of the masses.” Moving from food riots to revolution 
means putting forward an independent position on the 
war. The “national unity” of support for Nato or the Russian 
invasion has to be replaced by “war on war”—class war against 
the architects of hunger and poverty.
The quotes in this article from 1915 are from the pamphlet Socialism 
and War, re-issued by Bookmarks this month. Phone 020 7637 1848 

Macron and Le Pen face off in 
French presidential election 
A NEOLIBERAL and a 
 fascist will battle it out 
for France’s presidency 
after the first round of 
voting closed last Sunday 
evening.

With nearly all the votes 
counted, incumbent presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
was leading with 27.6 per-
cent. Fascist Marine Le Pen 
of the National Rally was on 
23.4 percent.

Left candidate Jean-Luc 
Melenchon was on 22  percent, 
a better result than in 2017. 

Speaking immediately after 
the exit polls he said the result 
was “a strong  disappointment, 
because of the things that 
could have been done and 
won’t be done”.

“Now we have a social and 
environmental and political 
emergency,” Melenchon said. 
“It was not created by us but 
by this system that makes you 
choose between lesser evils.

“Each of you has to face 
this terrible choice. Madame 
Le Pen should not get a single 
vote. The fight goes on.”

L e  P e n ’ s  s c o r e  i s 
2  percentage points higher 
than in 2017,  despite 
Er ic  Zemmour—a v i le 
I s l a m o p h o b e — t a k i n g 
7.1 percent of the vote.

Fascists have grown for 20 
years in France. Yet Le Pen’s 
latest advance is a direct 
result of Macron’s rule for 
the rich.

Macron’s bitter assault on 
pensions and protest rights, 
repression against the Yellow 

Vest movement, backing for 
killer cops and failures over 
Covid all assisted Le Pen. 

She has been able to falsely 
pose as the friend of ordinary 
people because Macron is so 
much a friend to bosses.

Brutal
But her main push was brutal 
racism. Le Pen wants to ban 
Muslim women from wearing 
the veil in public and deny 
most healthcare and housing 
subsidies to immigrants.

And she intends to rewrite 
the constitution to harden 
France’s borders and end 
automatic citizenship for 
children of migrants born in 
France. 

If Le Pen is elected she 
will boost the racism and 

impunity of the police, and 
try to break trade union 
power. She could embolden 
street thugs to carry out a 
fascist programme “from 
below”.

One poll for second round 
voting—which takes place 
on 24 April—put support for 
Macron at 54 percent and Le 
Pen at 46 percent. 

Another had Macron on 
52 percent and Le Pen on 48 
percent.

Le Pen is a real danger, but 
she can be stopped. The best 
method is through mobilising 
at the base of society.

Macron will now make 
an appeal for “democrats” 
to unite against Le Pen. But 
that is utterly empty coming 
from the man who wants to 

raise the pension age by three 
years and kick away workers’ 
rights.

Schoo l  t rade  un ion 
rep Mari  Lassale  to ld 
Socialist Worker, “People 
at my  workplace won’t vote 
Macron. 

“We have been  fighting 
against him for years. He is 
the enemy. Get ready for the 
social explosion whatever 
happens in two weeks’ time.” 

French workers have 
launched powerful strikes 
during the last five years.

Black Lives Matter saw big 
marches and there have been 
repeated movements over 
police brutality. 

Movements and struggle 
from below are the only hope 
for the future.

FASCIST MARINE Le Pen came second to neoliberal president Emmanuel Macron

Blow to left and mainstream
THE COMMUNIST Party, 
which took 2.3 percent, 
and the Green party, on 
4.6 percent, immediately 
called for a vote for 
Emmanuel Macron after 
the media published exit 
polls. 

But millions of people 
in France will disagree 
with them.

The mainstream 
conservative right and 
the Labour-type Socialist 
Party suffered shattering 
defeats. 

From 1958 until 2017 

one or other of these 
forces always won the 
presidency.

But in 2017 neither 
made it to the second 
round and they took only 
27 percent between them.

This time the 
conservative Valerie 
Pecresse was on 
4.8 percent and the 
Socialist Party’s Anne 
Hidalgo was on a pitiful 
1.7 percent. 

It would be like the 
parties of Boris Johnson 
and Keir Starmer taking 

6.5 percent between them 
at a general election.

The abstention figure—
over 25 percent—was 
3 percentage points more 
than in 2017. In absolute 
numbers it was the 
highest ever.

Many millions were 
not moved to vote by 
any of the 12 candidates. 
Revolutionary candidates 
from the NPA and LO 
parties won less than 
1 percent each, but 
that is still nearly half a 
million votes.

ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER
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Failures and crises end up with 
miles of chaos on roads of Kent 
A P&O ferry service not running due to mass sacking. Bureaucratic border controls. Tory 
incompetence and failed IT systems. They’re all factors in a dire mess, reports Simon Basketter
CHAOS HIT Kent last week and 
it’s  set to continue. Gridlocked 
traffic around Dover, the sus-
pension of P&O services, bad 
weather, failed IT systems and 
the Tories’ implantation of plans 
to leave the European Union 
(EU) all added to the mess.

This is not just Easter travel 
chaos—it is worse than that and 
more important. 

Around £120 billion worth of 
goods comes through Dover each 
year—or 17 percent of the total 
coming into Britain. 

On the M20, columns of HGVs 
stood motionless. More than 4,500 
were stuck in a place that usually 
has capacity for 2,000 trucks. 

At the end of the queue three 
P&O ferries sit idle after bosses 
sacked the old crew.

The ships normally take up to 
1,200 lorries across the Channel 
each day. It is unclear when they 
will actually start the P&O ferry 
service again.

Covid
Last  weekend,  the Port  of 
Dover had 30,000 customers—
a three‑fold increase on the year 
before, when traffic was down 
during Covid. 

Rising demand is being serviced 
by fewer ferries—just 28 sailings 
a day, down from 50. And Easter 
holiday traffic will boost that 
further

Rival operators such as DFDS 
and Irish Ferries have been taking 
up P&O’s work. 

DFDS was packing hundreds of 
lorries into its ships in 40 minutes 
to speed up turnaround times, but 
last week one of its vessels hit a 
harbour wall. It is no longer taking 
P&O customers.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
 implemented its Operation Brock. 

The system was originally 
 developed for use in a “no‑deal 
Brexit”.

It supplements the normal chaos 
management system—Operation 
Stack—which holds  lorries on the 
M20 motorway.

Operation Brock was introduced 
to “improve Kent’s resilience”. What 
it actually does is add more com‑
plexity to where things are parked 
and when they can move. 

So in the hope of avoiding delays, 
lorries are taking smaller roads 
rather than the motorway—adding 
to the problems. 

On Thursday last week, one hit 
a railway bridge on a side street. 
There have been a number of 
collisions.

A new British IT system, which 
processes all EU exports into 

Britain, has repeatedly seen drivers 
unable to get their reference codes 
accepted.

That system crashed at the end 
of March, was down for a week and 
has yet to be fully fixed 

Since January firms have also 
had to complete complex new dec‑
larations for customs and “rules of 
origins” forms. 

The government is due to bring 
in more import controls in July after 
delaying them twice. 

The combination of ruthless 
profit hungry bosses and the Tories 
mean the mess at the ports isn’t 
likely to end soon.

THE QUEUE of lorries on the M20 motorway in Kent reached 23 miles long last weekend 

POLICE
Top cop goes amid 
new revelations
CRESSIDA DICK stepped down 
as chief of the Metropolitan Police 
on the same weekend that more 
disgraceful WhatsApp messages 
between cops were revealed.

Dick resigned in February but 
was set to continue the role until 
a replacement could be found. 
But last month, after clashes 
over the terms of her leave with 
London mayor Sadiq Khan, Dick 
announced she would leave in 
April.

She was finally forced out over 
the lack of action against a group 
of officers that shared racist, 
sexist and homophobic messages 
on WhatsApp.

Dick will now take annual leave 
until her last day of employment 
on 24 April and pocket a 
£166,000 severance payment.

Her last comments, made 
last Friday, were to warn against 
“politicisation of policing”. 
She called for “operational 
independence from local and 
central government”.

But now new messages have 
surfaced in a group chat of 
Parliamentary and Diplomatic 
Protection branch officers—the 
same unit Wayne Couzens was 
part of. Couzens raped and 
murdered Sarah Everard last year 
while pretending to be an on-duty 
officer.

Socialist Worker has already 
revealed messages shared via 
WhatsApp between cops in the 
Specialist Operations units.

Now the Daily Mirror has 
uncovered more that show cops 
celebrating the murder of George 
Floyd, who was killed by US police 
in May 2020.

Messages included a 
photograph of Floyd’s dying 
moments with the words “Pink 
Floyd” as cop Derek Chauvin 
pushed his knee into his head. 
Another was of a T-shirt of Black 
Lives Matter activist Sasha 
Johnson with a bullet hole in 
her head saying, “Black Lives 
Splatter”.

Johnson was shot in Peckham, 
south London, last year. Others 
mocked in the group were Labour 
MP Diane Abbott and Everard, 
days after Couzens’ arrest.

The group was created in 2018, 
and members had to be invited 
by current and former officers.
Isabel Ringrose

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Anger at anti-trans ‘therapy’
PROTESTERS RAGED outside 
Downing Street on Sunday at 
Boris Johnson’s decision not 
to ban conversion therapy 
for transgender people.

Organisers said 3,000 
people joined the rally, 
which took the road in 
Whitehall, central London. 

Johnson did a double 
U-turn last week after pulling 
out of his promise to end 
LGBT+ conversion therapy. 

Days later he then stated 
it would be banned—but not 
for transgender people. 

Vicky, an activist in 
Peterborough, told Socialist 
Worker, “My son was 
subjected go conversion 
therapy, and he took an 
overdose because if it.

“The Tories are liars 
and they’re inhumane.

Protesters were also 
outraged at the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission’s 
decision to allow blocks 
for trans people using 
single-sex spaces.
Read the full report online at  
bit.ly/conversion-therapy-protest
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Protesters in Sri Lanka 
want total system change
by YURI PRSAD

THE GROWING crisis in Sri 
Lanka has been putting mas-
sive pressure on president 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign.

Huge protests in the capital 
Colombo last weekend demanded 
the entire government step down 
in the wake of power cuts, food 
shortages and rising fuel prices. 

Government debt is rising so 
fast that many fear the country 
will default on its foreign loans 
and the economic collapse will 
worsen.

The hated loan sharks of the 
International Monetary Fund are 
now circling the island off the 
coast of southern India. 

In return for stabilisation loans, 
they will demand cuts to food and 
fuel subsidies that allow poor 
people to live.

Mansions
Marchers took to the Galle Face 
area of Colombo where the leading 
politicians have their mansions to 
demand “total system change now”.

“This is not a joke, we are here 
because we have no electricity, gas, 
fuel and medicine,” a protester told 
reporters. Another said, “They must 
go, they have no solutions.”

Almost the entire cabinet was 
forced to resign last week after 
 protesters fought police. Now 
marchers want to finish the job and 
finally drive the whole Rajapaksa 
family out of politics.

“This is a do-or-die moment,” 
said Buddhi Karunatne, who works 
in advertising. “For the first time, 
people of all kinds of political and 
social beliefs are coming together, 
with non-negotiable demands for 
the president to resign.”

The hatred for Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa is a dramatic turnaround 
for the career politician who won 

the presidency in 2019 by a large 
margin. His party went on to gain 
a two thirds parliamentary majority 
and was able to appoint his brother 
Mahinda as prime minister. 

Together they amended the con-
stitution to strengthen the presi-
dent’s powers.

They claimed that a wave of 
Islamist bombings on the island had 
made this a necessity.

Gotabaya cannot be voted out 
by parliament and the opposition is 
largely obsessed with manoeuvres 
that rely on the president standing 
aside. But he may cling on to power 
unless the protests escalate further.

Gotabaya had been the head of 
the military during some of the 
bloodiest years of the war against 
the Tamil Tiger separatists in the 
late 1980s. 

He has traded on his terrible 
 reputation to say only he would 
take a firm hand against terrorism.

But the years when the Rajapaksa 
name would instil fear appear now 
to have passed, as people on the 
protests carry placards that mock 
him. 

Others call for him to face the 
kind of punishments he would once 
have inflicted on his enemies.

One protester said last week, “I 
voted for Rajapaksa thinking he 
was a lion. 

“Now I can see that he is worse 
than a dog.”

It will be a sweet victory if 
Gotabaya is dethroned by action 
on the streets. 

But the economic crisis will not 
be so easily swept away.

Those who come to power 
after him will surely try to make 
the working class and poor pay 
the heaviest price for Sri Lanka’s 
 deepening debt spiral.

IN BRIEF
Left government in 
Peru hits workers
THOUSANDS OF protesters 
raged on the streets of Peru over 
rising fuel costs and blocked 
major roads. Inflation reached its 
highest level in 25 years with the 
price of energy, housing and fuel 
rising by over 11 percent. 

To try to crush the unrest, 
president Pedro Castillo—
elected last year as a radical 
left winger—called for a curfew 
in the capital Lima. The curfew 
was later overturned because 
protesters defied it. 

Attempting to crush protests 
shows the lack of change offered 
by the already wobbly Castillo 
administration. It will encourage 
the right to move against him.

Just last month, the president 
avoided a second impeachment 
attempt after being accused of 
corruption. 

Pakistan’s prime 
minister out
IMRAN KHAN has been removed 
as Pakistani prime minister after 
a weekend of turmoil. Khan had 
hoped to avoid a humiliating vote 
of confidence after he dissolved 
the national assembly last week.

But the country’s supreme 
court intervened to demand the 
vote take place. MPs then voted 
to back the moves to depose him 
and call fresh elections.

Khan is presenting the vote 
as part of a drive to install a new, 
more US-friendly government.

In reality, Khan’s popularity 
among the poorest people has 
fallen dramatically as inflation 
has risen. And he has lost the 
support of the army.

Tunisians try to 
remove president
HUNDREDS OF people protested 
in Tunisia last Sunday to 
demand an end to the rule of 
president Kais Saied. It comes 
after Saied announced last 
month he would dissolve the 
country’s parliament. It was the 
latest move in a coup aimed at 
overturning the democratic gains 
of the Tunisian revolution.

Saied was elected president in 
2019 and won support from many 
ordinary people who were fed 
up with poverty and corruption. 
Many had become disillusioned 
with the results of the revolution, 
which began in 2010.

Governments elected since 
have only implemented free 
market reforms that have 
further fuelled unemployment 
and poverty. Sunday’s protest 
was called by the Islamist party 
Ennahda, which dominated 
those governments.

But Saied has no alternative to 
the free market policies behind 
people’s misery—and ordinary 
people are suffering severe food 
shortages.

PALESTINE

Israeli forces shoot dead two Palestinian women
ISRAELI SOLDIERS shot and 
killed two Palestinian women 
in separate incidents in the 
militarily occupied West Bank 
last Sunday.

Soldiers murdered 47-year-
old Ghada Ibrahim al-Aridi 
near the city of Bethlehem. The 
Israeli army said soldiers fired 
warning shots into the air when 
an unarmed Ghada approached 
them, then “fired towards the 
suspects’ lower body.”

That same day soldiers fatally 
shot another Palestinian woman 
in the West Bank city of Hebron. 

The army alleges the woman 
had stabbed an Israeli border 
police officer at one of the 

city’s checkpoints. Checkpoints 
in Hebron stifle Palestinian 
freedom in the city to protect 
Israeli settlers who want to push 
Palestinians from their homes. 

The two killings come as 
Israel stepped up repression 
in the West Bank and occupied 
east Jerusalem after individual 
Palestinian attacks in Israel.

Palestinians living within 
and outside of Israel’s borders 
face poverty, racism and violent 
oppression by a state that 
refuses them equal rights and 
their own land.

A Palestinian from the West 
Bank refugee camp in Jenin 
killed three people in Israeli city 

Tel Aviv last Friday. 
Israeli soldiers have attacked 

the camp multiple times in 
recent  
weeks.

Israeli prime minister Naftali 
Bennet—who is striving to hold 
together a fragile coalition 
government—promised more 
repression to come.

“The State of Israel has gone 
on the offensive,” he said last 
Sunday—the day the soldiers 
murdered the two women. 

He promised to “settle 
accounts with everyone who 
was linked, either directly or 
indirectly, to the attacks” in 
Israel. The funeral of Ghada Ibrahim al-Aridi
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Amazon union win delivers huge boost
HOW HEARTENING to 
read of the unionisation 
victory by the Amazon 
workers in the United 
States (Socialist Worker. 
6 April).

I hope it will spark a 
real turnaround, but US 
unions are coming from a 
low base. 

Only just over one in 
ten workers are in a 
union. That’s half of what 
it was in the 1980s.

Among 16-24 year olds 
it’s one in 25 who are 
members.

We’re not going to get 
from here to workforces 

that are well-organised 
nationally by gradual 
gains. 

Instead there have to 
be leaps, and Amazon in 
Staten Island could be 
one of those. 

It’s not surprising that 
it was an “unofficial” 

union that proved 
successful. Far too many 
of the established unions 
are led by a conservative 
and fearful layer who 
simply can’t relate to the 
sense of militancy that 
workers need today.

Let the old methods go 
to the wind and welcome 
in change from below.

Let’s crack Amazon 
everywhere. Read 
everything you can from 
those who led the 
Amazon success, and then 
apply it where you are.

Terry Palmer
West London (formerly Chicago)
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I can’t pay 
and won’t pay
I DON’T have a choice 
about deciding how to 
fight the increase in 
fuel bills. I just can’t pay 
them. 

So British Gas will 
have to take me to court 
or cut me off and then 
they must face up to the 
consequences.  

I don’t think I 
am alone in this. I 
think there has to be 
resistance.

Bob Riley
On Facebook

The effects of 
Coivd go on
COVID ISN’T over. My 
husband is a health 
worker and every day 
I see evidence of how 
much the NHS is still 
suffering from the 
strains of the virus.

I wish the 
government would 
stop ignoring it. Please 
keep writing about 
the pandemic even if 
everyone else stops.

Mary Bowness
Manchester

Nato has a 
wider mission 
NATO CHIEF Jens 
Stoltenberg recently 
said, “We see that China 
has been unwilling 
to condemn Russia’s 
aggression and has 
joined Moscow in 
questioning the right of 
nations to choose their 
own path”. 

If Nato is a purely 
defensive military 
alliance why does it 
involve itself in politics?

Brendan O’Brien
North London

It’s time for  
left to unite
WE NEED to stand 
together within the 
XR and Just Stop Oil 
protesters.

Mayday is coming. We 
the people need to put 
our differences aside 
and send a message 
to the Tories that we 
deserve better. 

There are many 
unhappy people, but we 
are all so divided and 
we are not organised 
enough to all come 
together on one day. 

It’s one protest 
here, one there, one on 
a Saturday, one on a 
Sunday. 

We need to get 
organised and all turn 
up together and send a 
message to Westminster 
that we deserve better.

Dobbie Adobe
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...The energy 

strategy is 
a betrayal
THE government’s energy 
strategy published last week 
is completely inadequate, a 
terrible glimpse of the 
future if left to the present 
political establishment.

The Tories want to build 
as many as eight new 
nuclear reactors, including 
two at Sizewell in Suffolk. 

Even worse in my view, 
there is a new licensing 
round for North Sea oil and 
gas projects. Fossil fuels 
need to stay in the ground. 

There should not be 
encouragement of further 
expansion of dirty fuels in 
British waters.

And I can’t really believe 
the government offered no 
new policies on saving 
energy by insulating 
buildings. 

Energy efficiency is the 
simplest way to 
immediately lower bills and 
emissions.Even on wind 
power, which is allegedly to 
get a big boost, there is 
some support for turbines 
offshore with speedier 
planning consent. 

But in the face of 
opposition from his own 
backbenchers, Boris 
Johnson has retreated from 
his original plans and 
offered nothing.

None of the measures 
offered will have any 
serious impact for years into 
the future.

And as we have seen 
during the war in Ukraine, 
any positive moves can 
quickly be overthrown if the 
people at the top decide 
there is an overriding 
“emergency”.

All power to the 
Extinction Rebellion people 
taking to the streets and the 
Just Stop Oil activists.

Donna Simpson
Norwich

Why did Zelensky give a 
platform to Azov Nazi? 
ANYONE STILL think the 
government of Volodymyr 
Zelensky in Ukraine is some 
force for liberation?

Did you notice that in his 
address to the Greek 
parliament last week he 
spliced in footage of a 
member of the fascist Azov 
brigade?

This has revealed so 
much about the force that 
the Nato powers are so 
happy to support. 

We can guarantee that if 
Vladimir Putin had 
appeared with a fascist then 

the Western media would 
be howling. But there will 
be no condemnation from 
the Nato leaders or a halt to 
the flood of arms.

I don’t support Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

But there has to be a 
much more truthful 
reckoning with a 
government that showcases 
Nazis in its case for more 
war. Let’s hope more 
Ukrainians recognise just 
how right wing Zelensky is.

Emilia Diaz
Central London

Channel 4’s demise served 
up as a sop to Tory ideology
A CHUNK of red meat for the most 
rabid wing of Boris Johnson’s Tory 
party. 

That could be the end of 
Channel 4’s life as a successful 
public service broadcaster. For that 
can be the only reason why culture 
minister Nadine Dorries has put it 
up for sale.

Commentators—including 
several notable Tories—have lined 
up to pour scorn on the decision. 

They cite the channel’s 40 years 
of public service at no cost to the 
taxpayer. 

They praise its creation of what 
has become the country’s network 
of independent production 
companies, many of them outside 
of London. They laud the channel’s 

innovations in digital technology.
Critically they question just how 

much the government is likely to 
raise from the sale. It would be 
dependent on the conditions it 
places on a buyer to guarantee key 
elements of the channel’s public 
service remit.

In addition, as the Financial 
Times newspaper’s Lex column 
points out, the move brings home 
just how ‘horribly regulated’ the 
broadcasting industry has become, 
and how advertising revenue is 
flat lining. 

If the Labour Party was to 
commit to promising it would 
re-nationalise the channel it could 
dampen the sale’s prospects even 
further. That makes shadow 

culture secretary Lucy Powell’s 
refusal to do so all the more 
incredible. So let’s get stuck into 
the campaign to stop the Tories’ 
attack on its most critical 
broadcasting opponent.

Alan Gibson
East London

nI WILL oppose the privatisation 
of Channel 4, just as I oppose all 
privatisation.

But let’s not pretend it is some 
great alternative to the rest of the 
media. It was good when it 
started, but now, driven by 
advertising revenue it’s essentially 
the same as everyone else.

Hannah Jessop
Birmingham
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After new climate change report

 CAN OUR 
  CITIES TAKE 
 THE HEAT?
Remodelling the way the world’s cities are built is a popular 
answer to fighting climate change. Sarah Bates and 
Simon Basketter discuss how the built environment affects 
our lives—and powerful forces to be overcome if we’re to 
win change

A 
N EW R E P O RT i n t o 
escalat ing c l imate 
catastrophe raises how 
designing global cities 
differently could stop 
environmental collapse.

“We are at a crossroads”, said Hoesung 
Lee, chair of the International Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), whose latest 
report issued yet another dire warning. 

“The decisions we make now can 
secure a livable future. We have the 
tools and know-how to limit warming.” 

Big problems require big solu-
tions. Cities—how they are designed, 
 constructed and fueled—are a critical 
battle in the climate crisis war.

Some 4.2 billion people—55 percent 
of the world’s population—live in cities. 
And that number is expected to increase 
to 68 percent by 2050.

It’s true that there are different ways 
cities can be built and run to help the 
climate. But there are limitations to how 
much difference these cities can really 
make. 

In reality they would require replan-
ning the entire system we live under.

Barriers to these new cities are not 
technological advancements—it’s the 
way capitalism is built to prioritise profit. 
We cannot address how to change where 
we live by leaving the system intact.

The IPCC says that there are just three 
years left to reach peak greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

And it wrote that the world would 
need to become “net zero”—emitting 
the same amount of carbon as is gener-
ated—by 2050. 

To address the problem, the IPCC 
calls for a “deep decarbonisation and 
systemic transformation” in how cities 
are designed and function. “The excit-
ing message with cities is that it’s not 

too late to do something,” said report 
author Karen Seto. 

“We’re going to be adding 2.5 billion 
more people to urban areas by 2050—
and a lot of those cities have not been 
built yet. The world is adding a new 
city of 1 million every 10 days, the pace 
of development is still very high, but 
there’s still a lot that can be done.”

The report makes three main sugges-
tions to lower emissions. 

It says cities should electrify  transport, 
plan neighbourhoods so they’re easy to 
walk around and use nature as a way to 
trap and store carbon. 

Some of these attempts at adaptation 
are already underway, such as the idea 
of a “15 minute city”. This would make 
 everything people need on a daily basis 
accessible within a 15 minute walk or 
bike ride from their homes. 

The latest report said a move to 15 
minute cities could help cut urban emis-
sions by 25 percent. And it calls for the 
creation of more green spaces, such as 
green roofs and small urban forests, to 
capture and store carbon. 

As well as helping with carbon 

emissions on a global level,the idea also 
helps bring down temperature around 
the building. And it would break up the 
lethal “heat island” effect experienced in 
big cities.

Using nature as a flood defence 
system, like the “sponge cities” of 
China, will also make big cities—most 
of which sit on the coast—more resistant 
to extreme weather. 

Rapid urbanisation across China is 
wreaking damage on local environ-
ments. Massive investment has gone into 
creating “eco corridors” of  waterways 
and vegetation that are able to quickly 
absorb large amounts of water. 

It’s right to raise these demands and 
using the latest technology will be neces-
sary to address climate chaos. 

Yet it is not enough to save us—to do 
this we have to address the wider system 
we live in. By its very nature capitalism 
pushes the development of cities, which 

causes both slums and mansions side by 
side. London, the city with the most mil-
lionaires in Europe, also has the biggest 
inequality gap.

The structural  l imitations of 
 capitalism—including multinational 
developers and landowners—aren’t 
going to invest in green cities if it costs 
them. That’s why it would require a 
social movement on mass scale to save 
the planet from impending crisis.

Under capitalism decisions are made 
in a chaotic way. 

One city could design amazing net 
zero buildings, while another constructs 
developments in a way that is hugely 
damaging to the environment. 

National and local governments 
aren’t keen to invest in long-term urban 
 projects that will only begin to reap 
 benefits long past the next election. 

They’d rather sell land to save money 
to profit-hungry developers.

Private firms, who exist to ruthlessly 
exploit individuals and the planet, want 
fast returns. Fundamentally challenging 
a carbon belching system sits directly 
opposed to their interests. 

The electrification of transport is a 
good example. 

Such a massive shift would require 
every government and private corpora-
tion—including the fossil fuel giants—
to write off the billions they’ve already 
invested.

Utopian projects that look to save the 
planet without social transformation are 
not helpful in the long term. And they do 
nothing to address the rest of the system 
causing the planet to burn and choke.

The gentle suggestions of the IPCC 
should remind us that we have to fight 
the climate crisis. But to do that we must 
win a new society that puts ordinary 
people first. 

The move towards 
cities that could 
combat climate crisis 
are constrained by 
capitalism 

‘‘ 

Marx, Engels and the city as a 
site of capitalist accumulation
REVOLUTIONARIES KARL Marx and 
Friedrich Engels pointed out that the 
growth of cities gave rise to a series 
of contradictions in the countryside. 
This included, importantly, declining 
soil fertility. 

At the same time the city 
saw the impoverishment of the 
working class, segregation and 
environmental degradation.

As Marx put it, “Even the need for 
fresh air ceases to be a need for the 
worker. Man reverts once more to 
living in a cave, but the cave is now 
polluted.”

The capitalist city came out 
of transformations in relations 
of production in agriculture and 
manufacturing. 

The theft and enclosure of 
common land led to the exclusion 
of agricultural labourers from the 
means of agricultural production. 
At the same time manufacturing 
entailed a rapid expansion in the 
demand for workers in industrial 
centres.

Engels noted every large city has 
at least one slum. He described how 
cities were built with exploitation 
of empire and the importation 
and then discrimination against 
immigrants. 

He insisted they matter to 
class formation. There are sites of 
paid production—workplaces—
and spaces of reproduction—
neighbourhoods.

This has contradictory 
implications for collective action. 

Fantastic
The unification of working class life 
has a tendency towards separation 
along occupational and ethnic lines.

Cities created rapid increases 
in productivity which generated 
not only poverty, but also fantastic 
concentrations of wealth.

Capitalist cities require states 
putting productive resources and 
infrastructure in specific locations. 

The state plays an important 
role in coordinating urban labour 
markets, organising private and 
collective consumption, elaborating 
strategies for infrastructural 
investment, and defusing resistance 
to exploitation.

Much of east Asian recent 

urbanisation conforms to the classical 
relationship between industrial 
growth and rural–urban migration, as 
described by Marx and Engels. 

Cities are not just spaces 
of exploitation—they are 
battlegrounds. Cities have even 
created their unique form of 
resistance—the urban riot.

Conflicts over whose space is 
whose and how it is run come out in 
every housing campaign and fight to 
save a tree or a park. 

Blocking a road is transgressive 
to the normal running of capitalist 
society. Streets are for traffic and the 
smooth running of commerce. 

They are not—as every cop is 
there to remind you—your streets. 
Controlling space has to be central 
to any vision of changing society.

While battles over common spaces 
have been part of class struggle 
for hundreds of years, the fight to 
disrupt or reclaim capitalist space 
is central to modern resistance. 
Controlling streets begs a question 
about who controls the buildings on 
either side.

We need different planning. We 
need more interventions, regulations 
that favour the working class and 
the environment—and a limit to the 
power of capital. 

But Engels’s conclusion in The 
Housing Question can be applied to 
broader environmental questions. 
He concluded that under capitalist 
conditions, housing problems can 
only be moved around, not solved.

By taking control of our cities we 
will be able to rebuild the link with 
town and country and transform 
them into spaces that are liveable.

Friedrich Engels in Manchester slums

Nigeria—a tale of two cities
LARGE SCALE adaptation to 
climate crisis remains something 
of a pipe dream, but the rich 
are already preparing their 
battlements. 

Lagos in Nigeria is Africa’s most 
populous city. Some 24 million 
people live there, yet it’s set to 
become uninhabitable by the end 
of the century because rising sea 
levels will engulf the low-lying city. 

It is decimated every rainy 
season and the coastline is 
eroding, making the city even 
more vulnerable to flooding. Local 
climate activists are desperate 
for proper funding to make the 
city adapt holistically to climate 
catastrophe. 

Affluent
Lagos, like so many others, is a 
tale of two cities. Rising flood 
waters aren’t set to bother the 
residents of the gigantic Eko 
Atlantic city being built on the 
affluent Victoria Island.

The rich will gain from a sea 
wall that will be 8 kilometres long 
to protect their luxury flats. Eko 
Atlantic is an example of how 
“climate adaptation” by the rich 
can actually compound the chaos 
for the poor. 

Residents of nearby Okun Alfa 
community say construction of 
the new city means their coastline 
settlement is more likely to be 

swept away. They 
say that dredging 
the coast bed for 
construction has 
meant sea surges 
have become ever 
more devastating 
for their homes and 
lives.

It’s also true that 
many cities in the 
global south are 
different to those in 
Europe and the US.

Many, such as 
Lagos, are made up 
of vast regions, cut 
off from even basic 
services, around 

This is why 
we must act
SOME OF the hottest 
cities in the world 
are set to have 
temperatures soaring 
to such a degree that 
will threaten human life 
even further. 

The IPCC report 
recommends older 
buildings be retrofitted 
with devices to cope 
with sweltering 
temperatures and new 
construction taking into 
account a hotter world. 

Cities can suffer from 

the effect known as 
“urban heat islands”. 

This is where asphalt, 
concrete and other 
building materials trap 
heat more effectively 
than vegetation, making 
cities so much warmer 
than rural areas. 

Hottest
The report calls for 
an increase in nature 
in cities through such 
measures as urban 
forests or “green roofs” 
full of plant cover. Yet 
many people in some of 
the hottest and poorest 
parts of the world don’t 
have a regular energy 

supply at the moment. 
Iraq is a particularly 

brutal example as its 
temperature is rising 
twice as fast as the 
global average. 

It recorded a 
temperature of 51.7 
degrees Celsius on 28 
July 2020.

As temperatures 
soared in Baghdad 
in June 2021, power 
outages left many of 
the 7.5 million residents 
without fans or air 
conditioning. 

It led to mass 
protests over power 
supply problems and 
government inaction.

No flooding for the rich—Eko Atlantic
city in Nigeria

Delivering drinking 
water during flooding 
in Lagos, Nigeria

QIYI CITY Forest 
Garden in Chengdu, 
China, is billed as an 
“eco paradise”, but who 
can afford to live in the 
luxury development?
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

12 WHAT’S ON       Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

BIRMINGHAM
Why are prices rising 
and how can we make 
the rich pay?
Wed 20 Apr, 7pm
281-634-5938
BRADFORD
From No10 to 
Buckingham Palace—
corruption in Britain
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Is green energy driving 
up our bills?
Thu 21 Apr, 6.30pm
818-9286-5617
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
CARDIFF
Is Marxism Eurocentric?
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
Mackintosh Community 
Centre, Keppoch Street, 
Roath,CF24 3JW

CHESTERFIELD
Ending apartheid—how 
can Palestine be free?
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
828-532-8731
The Assembly Rooms, 
Chesterfield Market 
Hall, S40 1AR
CREWE & STOKE-ON-TRENT
What’s behind the cost 
of living crisis and how 
do we fight back?
Thurs 21 Apr, 7.15pm
838 816 0773
Jubilee House, St Pauls 
Street, Crewe, CW1 2QA
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
A rebel’s guide to 
Eleanor Marx
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EDINBURGH
The origins of racism 
and how to fight it
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm
868-9106-9359

GLASGOW
The lessons from the 
1916 Easter Rising
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
832-8746-7480,
Avant Garde, 
34-44 King St, 
G1 5QT
HARLOW
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Thu 21 Apr, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES
Is Britain becoming 
a police state?
Thu 21 Apr, 6.30pm
8341-170-103
KENT
Sackings at P&O—the 
ruthless face of 21st 
century capitalism
Thu 21 Apr, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064

LEEDS
After the first round of the 
French elections—how 
should the left respond?
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
881-4770-0676
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, LS3 1AD
LONDON: HACKNEY
French president 
elections—lessons for the 
left from the first round
Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm
854-824-58715
Halkevi Centre, 31 
Dalston Lane, 
E8 3DF
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why nuclear power 
is not the answer
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: NEWHAM
French president 
elections—lessons for the 
left from the first round
Wed 20 Apr, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
War, fossil fuels and 
the environment
Wed 20 Apr, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
War in Ukraine—is 
the Marxist theory of 
imperialism still relevant?
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
529-913-6390 
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Sexism, corruption 
and the police
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm
543-023-057

NORWICH
Violence and direct action—
how do we change the world?
Thu 21 Apr, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Inflation and the cost 
of living crisis—why 
are prices rising?
Wed 20 Apr, 7.15pm
861-2001-6477, 
Michael Young Building, 
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH 
PORTSMOUTH
Why are the right wing 
attacking net zero—
and how can we get a 
sustainable economy?
Wed 20 Apr, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Anti-vaxxers and 
conspiracy theories—is 
the far right growing?
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
528-174-9278 
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Do we need direct action 
to save the environment?
Wed 20 Apr, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege 
explain racism?
by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during 
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion, 
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with 
precautions taken for a safe environment. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom 
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BLACK COUNTRY, 
SHROPSHIRE & 
STAFFORDSHIRE
Horror in Ukraine—why 
Nato is not the answer
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031

CAMBRIDGE
Why Nato is not the answer 
to Russia’s brutal invasion
Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm
681-800-4408

EAST MIDLANDS
War in Ukraine—what 
is the alternative to 
Nato escalation?
Wed 20 Apr, 7pm
354-874-4790  
The Padley Pub, 
27 East Street, 
Derby, 
DE1 2AL

HUDDERSFIELD
War in Ukraine—is 
the Marxist theory of 
imperialism still relevant?
Wed 20 Apr, 6.30pm
290-168-1804

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
The bloody history of Nato
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
992-204-9372
Friends Meeting House
Meeting House Lane
LA1 1TX

LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
From the First World War 
to Vietnam—how people 
power has ended war
Thu 21 Apr, 
7.30pm
892-8966-5179

MANCHESTER
The Russian Revolution 
and self-determination
Wed 20 Apr, 7.15pm
323-178-7151

NEWCASTLE
War on Ukraine—is 
the Marxist theory of 
imperialism still relevant?
Wed 20 Apr, 7pm
368-595-2712 
Percy Arms, Percy St,  
NE1 7RW

SWANSEA & 
WEST WALES
From the First World War 
to Vietnam—how people 
power has ended war
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm
902-964-963
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd , SA2 0BP

WAR IN UKRAINE
A UKRAINIAN soldier handles a Swedish-supplied anti-tank weapon
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An important film held back by some clumsy dialogue 
FILM
SEE YOU THEN
Dir: Mari Walker 
On digital platforms now

MARI Walker’s directorial 
debut See You Then 
follows former lovers 
Kris (Pooya Mohseni) and 
Naomi (Lynn Chen).

They wander around 
their former college town, 
reminiscing about their 
murky and tender past. 

Conceptually, See 
You Then is a deeply 
interesting and important 
film. Since their split, Kris 
has transitioned.

That plot line makes 
See You Then a rare 
example of a character 

development driven piece 
that directly explores 
trans identity and being a 
woman in modern society.

It’s also a film that 
promotes trans talent—
both Walker and Mohseni 
are trans.

Yet these good 
intentions falter through 
clumsy dialogue. As the 
protagonists move from 
dramatically lit location to 
dramatically lit location, 
their conversation feels 
stifled as the writer is 
talking through them. 

Personal opinions 
and buzzword phrases 
awkwardly push their 
way into monologues in a 
way that can feel deeply 
unnatural. 

Walker fails to 
create an engaging and 
well‑developed study 
of character. And the 
emotional and nostalgic 
atmosphere necessary to 
carry a film that mostly 
consists of conversation 
fails to come to fruition.

The film’s tension builds 
to an inevitable eruption 
of resentment and 
name calling that feels 
somewhat unearned after 
its slow build up. 

See You Then almost 
feels like a film written 
backwards, the final 
dramatic dialogues 
working as an eventual 
payoff rather than a 
satisfying conclusion.
Lola Bhlaire

‘MI-fucking useless’—misfit 
British spies of Slow Horses
This new series combines a spy thriller with dark comedy and grungy realism 
for a close adaptation of the Slough House novels, writes Simon Basketter
IT BEGINS with a breathless 
action sequence at London’s 
Stansted Airport—nine minutes 
of earbud commands, sprinting, 
yelling, tackling and fatal errors. 
It’s a deliberate false start in a 
number of ways.

The fallout is what brings River 
Cartwright (Jack Lowden), an earnest 
hero type, to Slough House. While 
“not in Slough, nor is it a house”, it 
is a shabby warren of offices near the 
Barbican. 

It is where “MI-fucking useless” 
sends its washed out or malfunction-
ing agents when it can’t easily fire 
them. It is overseen by flatulent, gone 
to seed master spy Jackson Lamb 
(Gary Oldman).

Stinker, failure, Oldman’s spy has 
an excess of contempt for the slow 
horses as they are nicknamed under 
his command. He snorts, “Bringing 
you up to speed is like trying to 
explain Norway to a dog.”

Everyone except Lamb dreams of 
getting back to Regent’s Park, the glit-
teringly modern headquarters of MI5.

They carry out pointless grunt 
work while enduring Lamb’s constant, 
finely wrought insults. “Working with 
you has been the lowest point in a 
disappointing career.”

The slow horses drown in 
 paperwork, bicker over tea bags, 
have fragile flirtations, and lie to 
each other to make their personal 
lives sound less pathetic.

In the place of an opposing foreign 
power the series has as antagonist 
Diana “Lady Di” Taverner, “Second 
Desk” at MI5 (Kristin Scott Thomas).

It’s an acidic but low-key ride 

through the night streets and dull 
days of London. It’s focused as much 
on pub dates and desultory stake-
out conversations as on tradecraft. 
The resigned gestures and disdainful 
 dialogue is just right.

When Lamb is asked what they 
are going to do about the public 
kidnapping of a Muslim student by 
a group of white nationalists, he 
replies, “What we always do here— 
absolutely nothing.”

And inevitably they then find 
themselves involved in the kidnap-
ping case. The subterranean con-
nections between thugs and Tory 
 politicians lie about the place. 

Characters with decency may be 
derided for being slow horses, but 
the fast ones are heady on power and 
self-promotion.

The show is a fine complicated 
conspiracy thriller crossed with an 
office comedy, and it lightly dusts it 
with grungy realism.

It’s faithful to the novels by Mick 
Herron in a good way. Despite the 
frantic start it takes its time with the 
developing plot twists. Slow Horses 
gets to have its cake and eat it too. 

It combines a tense thriller plot 
with the comedy of the people trying 
to solve it being outcasts of whom 
nothing is expected.

Taverner asks Lamb, “You care 
about them, don’t you?” 

She’s looking for a chink in his 
armour, but Lamb replies, “No, I 
think they’re a bunch of fucking 
losers.” Unsmiling, he adds, “But 
they’re my losers.”
Slow Horses is available now on Apple 
TVGARY OLDMAN is gone to seed spy master Jackson Lamb

A tense reunion—former lovers Kris and Naomi in See You Then

RADIO 
THE SHELL SEVEN
Available now on BBC Sounds

THIS RADIO 4 drama is 
based on verbatim transcript 
readings from the trial of 
the Shell Seven.

They’re the group of 
activists who in April 2019 
smashed the front doors 
of Shell’s headquarters in 
London.

They painted the building 
with graffiti and hung a 
banner charging the oil 
company with ecocide.

The protest went on 
for two days before seven 
activists were arrested 
and charged with criminal 
damage. 

Two years later, they 
faced a jury in Southwark 
Crown Court.

They admitted that they 
were guilty of a criminal 
offence but they did not 
plead guilty.

They wanted to put their 
case before a jury, to explain 
why they felt that had to 
break the law in order to 
uphold the law.

 

FILM 
COUNTY LINES
Available now on BBC iPlayer

FIRST RELEASED in 2020, 
this film about a teenager 
drawn into the drugs trade 
is now available on BBC 
iPlayer.

The story centres on 
14 year old Tyler who lives 
on an east London estate.

He looks after his 
young sister and is seen 
constantly cooking, 
washing up, getting her 

ready for bed and up for 
school the next morning.

Their mum Toni works 
nights as a cleaner and 
spends the day trying to 
sleep.

When Toni loses her job, 
the thread that barely holds 
their lives together snaps. 
Tyler’s hopelessness and 
need is spotted by Simon, a 
local dealer who seems to 
have everything.

No detail is spared to 
show the squalor. 

But the film leaves 
unanswered the question of 
who is to blame for the way 
Tyler lives now.
Read the full Socialist Worker 
review online at  
bit.ly/SWCountyLines

Vulnerable teenager Tyler
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YOU SAY at the start of 
your book that Walter 
Rodney made valuable 
contributions to the 
struggle of workers 
and the oppressed, yet 
might not be so well 
known outside certain 
activist and academic 
circles. Can you tell 
us who he was?
Rodney was above all 
else a Marxist who fought 
for the self-emancipation 
of the working class 
and for the liberation 
of the oppressed.

My book tells the story 
of how Rodney became 
a Marxist through his 
journeys in Africa, Europe 
and the Caribbean.

When he grew up in 
Guyana in the 1950s, his 
parents were supporters 
of the People’s Progressive 
Party, which for a 
time managed to unite 
Afro-Guyanese people 
who came from slavery, 
and Indo-Guyanese. 

He was a student in 
Jamaica at the time of 
Jamaican independence. 
People were discovering 
their Caribbean and African 
heritage. He reads books 
such CLR James’s The 
Black Jacobins as well as 
a lot of African history. 

He travels to Cuba and 
the Soviet Union and comes 
back with literature about 
Che Guevara and Lenin. It’s 
like in his life he decides he 
wants emulate Lenin—be a 
doer and a thinker at the same 
time. He wants to be a kind 
of revolutionary intellectual. 

Then he goes to London 
and joins a Marxist study 
group led by CLR James who 
made him read the classics 
of Marxism such as Capital.

CLR James had this position 
of supporting workers’ 
revolution in Europe, but 
also looked to guerrilla 
struggle and events such 
as the Cuban Revolution.

Rodney is very fascinated 
by that. So there is a tension 
in Rodney’s life between 
Third World nationalism, 
which is very popular across 
the Global South, and the 
classical Marxist education.

YOU DESCRIBE in your 
book how this Marxism 
is the basis for his most 
famous book, How Europe 
Underdeveloped Africa
Rodney wrote that book 
in 1972 while living in 
Tanzania. He wanted to 
explain how, ten years 
after most African countries 
become independent, they 
hadn’t broken ties with their 
former colonial powers.

He’s also trying to go 
against what middle class 
intellectuals say about 
African underdevelopment—
that it’s the responsibility 
of Africans themselves.

He uses Marxism to tell how 
the European bourgeoisie, 
through the slave trade and 
colonialism, underdeveloped 

the African continent. 
That in turn contributed 
to the strengthening 
of the development of 
capitalism in Europe.

It’s a fantastic piece of 
history that doesn’t see 
Africa in isolation from the 
world economy, but studies 
its integration into it. 

DESPITE THIS, you 
criticise parts of his 
Marxism—particularly 
in his early years when 

he looks to forces other 
than the working class to 
be agents for change.
Rodney was an activist and 
theorist in the Global South 
where the working class was 
very small. So he found it 
difficult to find the working 
class if I may put it that way.

In Jamaica he becomes 
this theoretician of Black 
Power, and attacks the 
collusion of the Jamaican 
elites with foreign companies. 

But he only sees the 

working class as one player 
among many. He thinks 
that in Jamaica the people 
who would play a key role 
in a revolution would be 
the unemployed youth.

When he goes to Tanzania 
he encounters what you 
might call Tanzanian 
socialism, which is very top 
down, state-led socialism. 

It amounted to 
nationalisation and 
collectivisation of land 
where peasants are put 
into collective farms. It was 
really the socialism of the 
intellectual middle class—
the small minority that 
inherited state power after the 
colonialists left—to put the 
nation to work much harder.

Rodney is enthusiastic 
about elements of this at 
first. But one of the major 
themes of his life is he moves 
away from this support for 
state socialism from above 
to socialism from below.

He realises that the regime 
in Tanzania denied any 
capacity of the masses to fight 
for their own liberation. 

He looks at workers’ strikes 
for better conditions and 
wages in the nationalised 
factories. In some instances 
there are occupations where 
the workers are really 
raising the question of who 

should control production 
in the socialist society. Is 
it us the workers or is it 
the state bureaucrats?

Rodney comes back to the 
core of Marxism—that the 
emancipation of the working 
class must be the act of the 
working class. He rejoices at 
these strikes and occupations.

AND THIS is the attitude 
he takes with him when 
he returns to Guyana 
and joins the Working 
People’s Alliance (WPA)?
In Guyana he’s dealing with 
a regime that calls itself 
socialist, but that really 
isn’t. The dictatorship had 
nationalised 80 percent 
of the economy and ran 
a regime of terror.

Rodney leads the fight 
against that and puts 
a strong emphasis on 
building a political party. 

The regime played 
divide and rule between 
the Afro-Guyanese the 
Indo-Guyanese in terms of 
who got access to jobs and 
welfare. Rodney came to the 
conclusion that the racial 
divide in the 1970s was a 
legacy from the colonial 
plantation slave economy.

In the period after slavery 
black plantation workers 
fought for higher wages. 
To undercut their struggles 
the ruling class brought in 
indentured, Indian labour.

The planter class in Guyana 
used racism to divide both 
groups. That continued 
even after independence 
when most of the ruling 
class was non-white.

Rodney says that in key 
moments, the Afro-Guyanese 

AUTHOR CHINEDU CHUKWUDINMA INTERVIEWED

WALTER RODNEY
 REVOLUTIONARY 
 INTELLECTUAL 
The latest in the Rebel’s Guide book series looks at the life 
and ideas of a great black Marxist that sought to explain 
the post-colonial world. Nick Clark talked to its writer, 
Chinedu Chukwudinma

and the Indo-Guyanese working 
people have shown moments of 
solidarity through high points 
of struggle. He emphasises 
the centrality of class struggle 
in order to fight racism. 

When people fight in the 
streets and the workplace, they 
realise their common interests 
and their common enemy. The 
class struggle is fundamental 
for helping these two groups of 
workers overcome their racial 
prejudices to one another. 

But Rodney also says these 
moments of racial unity were 
sporadic. When repression 
set in the two groups became 
divided once again. So he 
said they needed to build an 
organisation that can build 
a permanent bond between 
the working classes. 

His answer is to build the 
WPA as an organisation that 
can argue for working class 
unity, wage struggle and 
propose socialism from below.

SO HE tried build the 
WPA as a mass party. 
Can you say a bit about 
what was happening in 
Guyana at the time?
The WPA first starts out 
as a pressure group. They 
have a small newspaper and 
their goal is to agitate.

Then during the summer 
of 1979 there was a mass 
wave of strikes led by bauxite 
miners against the regime. The 
miners were a very important 
part of the Guyanese 
working class, but they were 
also people who usually 
supported the dictatorship. 

At the same time there were 
signs that the sugar workers, 
who were mostly Indian, were 
about to join that strike.

On top of that, there 
were protests against the 
dictatorship in many towns. 
Rodney’s pressure group 
became a political party in 
that environment and did 
incredible things. It got 
the Guyanese people to 
support the people on strike, 
donate to the relief fund.

It organised rallies that 
turned into spontaneous 
protests. It increasingly 
became the main opposition 
to the dictatorship in Guyana. 

The problem was that the 
movement didn’t survive 
the repression. When the 
mass protests diminished the 
leadership of the WPA was 
exposed to the repression 
and Rodney was killed.

SO WHAT lessons should 
people take from Rodney’s 
life and your book?
First is that Rodney was 
above all a Marxist and a 
revolutionary. At every stage 
of his life Rodney thought 
about how to link his radical 
ideas to the working class.

Another thing is how 
Rodney comes to realise 
the fundamental difference 
between socialism from 
above and socialism from 
below. Socialism from below 
relies on the self-activity 
of the working class.

The third thing is the 
question of how to understand 
racism and how to fight it. 
Racism is a product of the 
capitalist system, and a tool in 
the hands of the ruling class.

In the fight against racism 
you need to understand the 
centrality of working class 
struggle in overcoming their 
prejudices. And you need an 
organisation that’s able to 
carry out that anti-racist unity.

If you want to defeat 
the capitalist class you 
need a revolutionary party, 
and I think Rodney’s life 
shows that very well.

Mine workers and 
sugar workers 
in Guyana stage 
a joint protest 
against colonial 
rule in 1945 (top) 
The Working 
People’s Alliance 
on the march 
(above)

In Guyana he’s 
dealing with a 
regime that calls 
itself socialist 
but is really a 
dictatorship
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lHow Europe 
Underdeveloped Africa  
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THROUGH PIONEERING writing, including How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, Walter Rodney’s Marxism won a large audience
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West thirsts for hypersonic 
missiles in Pacific arms race

Billions are being spent 
on weapons of mass 
destruction, reports 
Charlie Kimber

THE LEADERS of Britain, the 
US and Australia chose the 
day after news of Russian 
massacres in Ukraine to 
step up cooperation over 
devastating new weaponry.

Not only did they reaffirm 
their cooperation in nuclear 
submarines, they added they 
would begin working together 
on hypersonic missiles. This 
was explicitly to prepare for 
confrontations with China.

And as the world’s media 
were concentrating on 
the Russian massacre in 
Ukraine, the US also quietly 
revealed it successfully 
tested a hypersonic 
missile in mid-March. 

It had kept it secret for 
two weeks to avoid evidence 
of its warmongering as 
Biden was about to travel 
to Europe to ramp up Nato 
military mobilisation.

The Hypersonic 
Air-breathing Weapon 
Concept (Hawc) was 
launched from a B-52 
bomber off the west coast 
of the US. The missile flew 
above 65,000 feet and for 
more than 300 miles. 

But even at the lower end 
of hypersonic range—about 
3,800 miles per hour—a 
flight of 300 miles takes 
less than five minutes.

The test came days after 
Russia said it used its own 
hypersonic missile during 
its invasion of Ukraine. 

The Russian Kinzhal missile 
is a variation of an established 
technology. The Hawc missile 
is a new generation weapon. 

Obliterate
It travels with such power 
that it does not have a 
warhead but uses its immense 
speed to obliterate its target.

Biden’s administration has 
requested £5.5 billion for 
long range missiles, including 
hypersonic weapons, in the 
2023 military budget. 

The extra spending will 
delight arms manufacturers, 
particularly Raytheon and 
Northrop Grumman who 
are directly involved in 
the project. Merchants of 
death are already counting 

the profits from Ukraine. 
The main weapons the 

US is sending to Ukraine are 
Javelin anti-tank missiles 
and Stinger anti-aircraft 
missiles. The Javelins are 
a joint venture made by 
Raytheon and Lockheed 
Martin, while the Stingers are 
produced solely by Raytheon.

Before taking his present 
post as US secretary of 
defence, Lloyd Austin was 
on the board of Raytheon. 
According to AFP news 
agency, Raytheon’s Stinger 
missiles were no longer 

being produced until the 
Pentagon ordered £300 
million of them last summer. 

Now the US and its allies 
are looking for more. 

A recent spending bill 
signed by Biden included 
£2.7 billion for new US arms 
to Ukraine. Colin Scarola of 
the investment research firm 
CFRA said it’s “not unlikely” 
that “1,000 Stingers and 
1,000 Javelins get shipped 
to eastern Europe each 
month for the next year”. 

“We think it would equate 
to $1 billion to $2 billion 
(£770 million to £1.55 
billion) in revenue for both 
manufacturers,” he said. 

Shower
More is coming. US congress 
members—Republican and 
Democrats—want to shower 
even more cash on the 
military than Biden proposed.

Democrat Elaine Luria, 
the vice-chair of the 
House Armed Services 
Committee, complained 
about Biden’s proposed 
military budget, writing on 
Twitter that “it sucks”.

Many of the angry 
lawmakers cite their hunger 
to confront China in their 
demands for more guns and 
less money for education, 
Covid protection measures 
and social programmes. 

If Congress increases the 
budget, it will be the second 
year in a row that they give 
Biden more than he asked 
for. For the 2022 military 
budget, Biden requested 
£575 billion, which was 
ultimately increased 
by over £22 billion.

ARTIST’S IMPRESSION of a Raytheon hypersonic missile

Merchants of 
death are 
counting the 
profits from 
Ukraine
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WEAPONS

FIGURE IT OUT
 2.7  billion dollars 

pounds worth 
of new US arms 
to Ukraine 
proposed in a 
recent spending 
bill by Joe Biden

 1.5  billion pounds 
in extra revenue 
that Raytheon 
and Lockheed 
Martin could 
make from the 
sales
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Cuts and unchecked Covid are a fatal mix for NHS 
by YURI PRASAD 

THE CRISIS gripping the NHS 
is leaving A&E staff “crying 
with frustration and anger” as 
some desperately sick people 
wait for more than two days to 
be admitted onto a ward. 

That’s one of several 
 revelations from senior 
emergency staff at the Royal 
Preston Hospital.

They paint a shocking pic-
ture of the NHS in meltdown. 
It will doubtless be recog-
nised by health workers and 
patients across Britain.

In a letter to Trust execu-
tives in Lancashire, seen by 
the Health Service Journal, 
the heads of  Royal Preston’s 
emergency unit say the situa-
tion is “worse than it has ever 
been”. 

They write that often 
elderly patients “with multi-
ple co-morbidities” have to sit 
in the hospital’s waiting room 
for more than 24 hours before 
even getting into a cubical for 
treatment.

It will likely then be sev-
eral hours before they can get 
a bed on a ward. “We have 
witnessed senior experienced 
staff crying with frustration 

and anger as they have had 
to resuscitate patients in the 
waiting room,” the letter 
continues. 

“At most times there is lim-
ited or no space to accommo-
date new acutely ill patients, 
causing ambulance handover 
delays of over four hours and 
a delay in treatment.”

With over 20,000 people 
currently in hospital with the 
virus and thousands of staff 
off sick, services are on the 
brink of collapse. Tory poli-
cies are to blame.

For years government min-
isters have allowed staffing 
to fall to catastrophically low 
levels. They also refused to 
raise health spending to take 
account of an ageing and 
more infirm population.

And the Tories ended all 
Covid restrictions despite 
knowing that would mean 
a massive increase in the 
number of infections. 

Millions of patients were 
last week told not to go to 
A&E unless they are dying. 

S ix  hospi ta ls  across 
Yorkshire say pressures left 
them no choice but to priori-
tise patients in “genuine life-
threatening situations”. 

Waiting times there to 

see a doctor are now up to 
12 hours. “We are trying to 
deliver our best service to 
people and trying to treat 
emergency problems but it’s 
getting close to boiling point,” 
said Dr Andrew Lockey, from 
Calderdale and Huddersfield 
NHS. 

Hospitals elsewhere are 
also announcing emergency 
measures. 

They include in Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight. There, 
health bosses are asking fam-
ilies to take home relatives 
that are patients—even if they 
have tested positive for the 
virus. Nearly every hospital 
across the two counties is full.

Queuing
With dozens of ambulances 
queuing outside emergency 
departments, a doctor in 
Worcestershire this week 
reported it took nearly 14 
hours for one patient to be 
offloaded into the hospital.

Bosses at South Central 
Ambulance Service, which 
covers 7 million people across 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Hampshire, Oxfordshire, 
Sussex and Surrey, declared 
a critical incident. 

“Extreme pressures” forced 

it to prioritise patients with 
life-threatening illnesses. With 
the health service  teetering 
on the brink, there is now a 
political battle over who is to 
blame.

Despite all the pandemic 
clapping, only 36 percent of 
people told a recent British 
Social Attitudes survey they 
are “satisfied” with the NHS. 

Bonds
The Tories desperately hope 
to turn dissatisfaction into a 
way of breaking the bonds 
between the majority of 
people and the health service.

So last week The Sun 
 newspaper wheeled out col-
umnist Trevor Kavanagh to 
tell us what the Tories really 
think.

“The NHS has exploded 
from a cradle to grave 
health care system into a 
gold plated monster guz-
zling ever-increasing chunks 
of our wages in return for 
 ever-declining health care.”

Kavanagh unwittingly 
points to the Tories’ actual 
NHS strategy. 

That is to run the whole 
system into the ground, 
destroy the hope it can be 
repaired—and then pave 

the way for wholesale 
privatisation.
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A history of the rules of war shows who chooses the guilty 
 IMPERIALISTS and 
colonisers set the 

modern rules of war to 
defend their interests.

They came as 
a response to the 
industrialisation of 
war and its spread 
across whole continents 
and the globe.

The historic scale of 
slaughter demanded 
some response, and the 
imperialists’ answer was 
rules they could police.

The Hague Conventions 
were international treaties 
negotiated in 1899 and 
1907, coupled with the 
Geneva Conventions from 

1864 to 1949 that claimed 
to set the limits of war.

The Leipzig trials 
after the First World War 
created an international 
definition of a war 
crime that has been 
constantly adapted.

In 1921 the code was 
put into practice and a 
small number of German 
soldiers and military 
leaders were tried.

This concept was 
further adapted after 
the Second World War. 
The London Charter set 
the basis for which Axis 
powers would be tried.

A consequence of 

allowing the victors to 
define war crimes and 
crimes against humanity 
is that they swerve 
from incriminating 
themselves. Nazi leaders 
were rightly tried. 

But those who dropped 

nuclear bombs on Japan, 
killing thousands of 
civilians, were not. 

The International 
Criminal Court in The 
Hague, Netherlands, 
was created in 2002. 

It has adapted the 
past conventions and 
protocols to identify 23 
points that breach the 
Geneva Convention.  

These include torture, 
taking hostages, using 
child soldiers, settling 
in occupied territory 
and using poisonous 
weapons among others. 

It’s therefore hardly a 
surprise that Israel has 

criticised the court.
Not one of the 46 

people who have been 
indicted by the ICC is 
Western. So what is 
the way forward?

In St Petersburg, 
Russia, in 1905 unarmed 
demonstrators were 
shot and killed by Tsar 
Nicholas’ Imperial Guard.

The people of 
Russia didn’t wait for 
international courts 
to try Tsar Nicholas

They built massive 
strikes and protests 
which led eventually 
to the Russian 
Revolution of 1917.

Who decides  
on a genocide?

 BRITISH prime 
minister, Boris 

Johnson said the events 
in Ukraine don’t “look far 
short of genocide to me.”

But how do you define 
genocide—the worst 
crime against humanity?

The term was first used 
by Jewish-Polish lawyer, 
Raphael Lemkin in 1943. 

It was at a time 
when the Nazis were 
systematically killing Jews, 
Roma and Sinti people, 
and disabled people.

The United Nations 
(UN) Genocide 
Convention defined 
genocide in 1948 as “Acts 
committed with intent 
to destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national, ethnic, 
racial or religious group, 
as such.”

It clearly applied to 
the Holocaust, and to the 
mass murder in Rwanda 
in 1994 and the  genocide 
of Armenians during the 
First World War.

But when the term 
is used often depends 
on whether imperialist 
powers want to take 
military action.

The US, for example, 
deliberately crushed any 
mention of the  word 
genocide about events in 
Rwanda in 1993-4.

It made a successful 
effort to remove most of 
the UN “peacekeepers” 
who were already in 
Rwanda. It blocked the 
subsequent authorisation 
of UN reinforcements. The 
US didn’t want to act, so 
it shunned mention of a 
genocide.

 The US and Britain are 
themselves complicit in 
crimes that don’t “look far 
short of genocide”.

The US is built upon 
the murder of indigenous 
groups. 

By 1900 some 
indigenous populations 
were reduced by as much 
as 98 percent to make 
way for European settlers.

The atrocities of the 
British Empire devastated 
some ethnic groups too. 

For instance, the British 
Empire forcibly starved 
up to 29 million Indians 
make possible the exports 
of food. 

The definition of a war crime, how it is investigated and the fate of those 
deemed responsible are shaped by power relations in society, says Sam Ord

 AFTER the evidence of 
 massacres by Russian forces 

in the Ukrainian city of Bucha, US 
president Joe Biden again labelled 
Russian president Vladimir Putin 
“a war criminal”.

Boris Johnson said the massacres 
were “yet more evidence” of war 
crimes and called for “a war crimes 
trial”.

Foreign secretary Liz Truss said 
the British-led effort to launch the 
International Criminal Court’s investi-
gation into war crimes in Ukraine was 
“the largest state referral in its history”

In fact Biden wasn’t always so 
sure. On 16 March reporters asked 
him if Putin was a war criminal. 
Biden replied, “No.” But then, having 
walked off, Biden asked the reporter 
to repeat the question. “I think he is 
a war criminal,” he said.

The incident, and the way in which 
the decision was made, underline how 
imperialist powers use  accusations of 
war crimes.  

A war crime is more than a horrific 
act of slaughter during a war. That 
happens in virtually every conflict. 

The historical basis, as used in the 
Nuremberg trials of the Nazi  leaders 
after the Second World War is of 
instigating a war of aggression and 
“a crime against peace.”

Immediately Biden’s hypocrisy is 
clear. Weren’t the US invasions of 
Iraq and Afghanistan and the Nato 
assault on Libya examples of wars of 
aggression? 

Western imperialists might claim 
they were taking action to disarm 
hostile states—but then so would 
Putin.  

All imperialist wars, based on 
employing the most modern technol-
ogy of death against weaker enemies, 

involve barbaric methods that smash 
existing societies. They can create an 
impact that lasts for decades. 

From the beginning of modern 
imperialism in the 19th century, war 
crimes were inevitable. 

Often colonial powers hardly 
 bothered to cloak their motives in 
humanitarian rhetoric. It was just 
the racist language of stronger civi-
lisations against less important ones.

The nature of international courts 
charged with investigating war crimes 
was sharply outlined during the trial 
of the former president of Yugoslavia, 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Milosevic headed up a section of 

the Serbian ruling class rule who 
used virulent nationalism to divert 
 workers’ anger against the regime. 

He led a racist campaign against 
the Kosovo Albanians and his forces 
in the 1990s carried out terrible mur-
ders. But Nato forces also played a 
brutal role, bombing the region in 
1999 for 78 days. 

Nato’s bombardment killed up to 
528 civilians according to Human 
Rights Watch yet no one behind this 
campaign was tried. 

Instead Milosevic faced 66 counts 
of crimes against humanity, genocide 
and war crimes at the Hague tribunal.

The US doesn’t acknowledge the 

International Criminal Court in case 
it indicts its own forces. 

Western leaders’ allegations of  
Putin’s war crimes are designed 
as part of  a larger project to build  
 support for an escalated war against 
one of their biggest imperialist rivals. 

If Putin is a war criminal then so 
are former prime ministers and pres-
idents such as Tony Blair, George 
Bush, Barack Obama and others.

An investigation in Ukraine should 
also extend to the horrors of Abu 
Ghraib and Guantanamo. 

The destruction of Mariupol should 
be seen alongside the wrecking of 
Fallujah.

US MARINES on a raid in Fallujah, Iraq. Their assaults killed many civilians                Picture: reimers/us marine corPs

A session of the ICC 

‘War crimes’ flow from the 
logic of imperialist attacks

Socialist Worker  13 April 2022
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IN BRIEF 

Long weekend of 
disruption at Luton
BAGGAGE HANDLERS at 
Luton airport were set to strike 
on Thursday of this week and 
Tuesday of next week—either 
side of Easter weekend.

Workers are angry at 
bosses’ failure to introduce 
improvements to sick pay and 
failure to pay wages on time.

Airlines, including American 
Airlines, also face disruption 
at Heathrow Airport as 200 
cargo handlers and truckers 
are balloted for strikes over 
pay. The ballot by unite union 
members is set to end on 
Wednesday 20 April.

Hackney council 
workers hacked off
COUNCIL WORKERS in 
Hackney, east London, are set 
to strike over a disgraceful 
1.75 percent offer as inflation 
climbs over 8 percent. 

Over 200 workers in 
refuse, building services and 
passenger services for those 
with disabilities plan to strike 
on 25 and 27 April and 3 and 
5 May.

The 1.75 percent offer—
rising to 2.75 percent for 
those at the bottom of the 
pay grade—was set nationally 
by the Local Government 
Association for 2021-22.

Tees tug boat 
workers try again
WORKERS AT Teesport were 
set to strike again over pay 
against bosses at Svitzer 
Marine. The tugboat crew 
ensure container ships enter 
and leave the port—but are 
facing a pay freeze.

Strikes were set to begin 
on Wednesday and end on 
Sunday morning. Workers 
attempted to secure a 
settlement with Svitzer bosses 
after striking in March.

The Unite union suspended 
further strikes to allow for 
talks—but bosses refused to 
attend.

Bosses at Asda 
could pay the price
UP TO 8,000 workers at 
supermarket giant Asda are 
set to vote on whether to 
strike in defence of their sick 
pay.

Workers, who work in 
warehouses or do clerical 
work, are set to lose the first 
three days of sick pay when 
they call in sick.

The members of the GMB 
union will vote in a consultative 
ballot that closes on 4 May.

Traffic wardens 
aren’t fine with cut
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Wiltshire are voting on 
whether to strike after being 
handed a pay cut that would 
mean they lose more than 
£2,000 a year.

The council wants to cut 
£10 million in staffing costs. 

The ballot of GMB union 
members will close on 
Wednesday 20 April.

NEU conference takes 
on pay rise and politics
by SAM ORD in Bournemouth

EDUCATION WORKERS in 
the NEU union debated pay 
and workload at their annual 
conference in Bournemouth 
this week. There are 1,600 
delegates and observers at 
the union’s first physical 
conference since 2019.

The conference voted 
overwhelmingly to commit to 
a national indicative ballot on 
pay—fighting for at least an 
8 percent rise. This is likely to 
take place in October.

Young teacher, Jessica Todd 
from Waltham Forest in east 
London told the conference, 
“The rise in inflation, energy 
bills and cost of living makes 
it impossible to make ends 
meet. The sad reality is it’s not 
affordable to live and work in 
areas like mine.

“We need a pay campaign to 
build a big result and it needs 
to start now. We deserve an 
above inflation pay rise.” 

An NEU survey released on 
the eve of conference showed 

that almost half of state school 
teachers in England plan to 
quit by 2027.

The Tories have imposed 
years of below-inflation pay 
deals on teachers and other staff 
while racking up workload.

And schools have been at 
the centre of the government’s 
reckless policies over Covid. 
It took official and unofficial 
action to blunt some of the 
worst of the lethal pandemic 
plans.

The union has grown to 
450,000 members.

Teacher Jodie Mallier-Ridley 
from Coventry told Socialist 
Worker, “Workload increased 
massively because of the 
changes during the pandemic. 
We were thrown out of our 
comfort zone and expected to 
change at the flick of a switch.”

Jodie added that many of 
her colleagues are suffering 
with poor mental health. 
“Students are acutely aware of 
teachers being off work with 
stress and it’s having an impact 
on them,” she added.

Teaching assistants 
covering classes is becoming 
increasingly common. This 
is hitting students who are 
recovering from lessons missed 
during the pandemic. And class 
sizes are at a 40-year high.

An emergency motion on 
Child Q—a black student who 
was strip-searched in east 
London—was passed after a 
debate.

Some argued that the motion 
didn’t go far enough as it didn’t 
call for cops to be completely 
removed from school

Another emergency motion, 
if discussed, would oppose 
the Russian invasion and Nato 
expansion and escalation.
lAround 200 people attended 
an NEU Left conference fringe 
meeting to discuss how to 
fight back. Jodie, a rep on the 
group’s steering committee, 
told the meeting, “We are a 
democratic group determined 
to put reps at the heart of the 
union.” She added, “Change 
starts with us, politics isn’t 
confined to Westminster.”

DELEGATES AT the NEU education union conference this week backing a motion on Child Q

SCHOOLS TRANSPORT

RAIL

Push for a national strike
AS RAIL workers face pay 
freezes and redundancies, 
RMT union members must 
build for a vote for strikes 
across 15 train operators 
and Network Rail.

The ballot could mean 
a strike of 55,000 rail 
workers across Britain over 
pay and conditions.

Workers are bracing for 
huge attacks—and face 
up to £400 million in cuts. 
In union meetings they 
have argued that mass 

participation by the rank and 
file in the strike is crucial. 

Some workers have 
learned the lessons from 
the RMT leadership’s P&O 
failure that resulted in 800 
job cuts. In a meeting of 
over 80 in Birmingham one 
member said we can’t rely 
on legal challenges.

Large, sustained strikes 
can win—and other rail 
unions such as TSSA and 
Aslef should support and 
join them.

STRAP STRAP

NHS meltdown ends Covid-only wards
HOSPITALS COULD start mixing Covid 
and non-Covid patients on shared wards 
in the coming weeks—despite the danger 
of cross infection

Such a move would place extremely 
vulnerable sick people without Covid in 
grave danger of contracting the disease. 
And that would likely lead to patients 
dying that might otherwise have been 
expected to pull through.

But with emergency care in meltdown 
and ambulances queuing for hours, bosses 
in the east of England have told hospitals 
to consider the change.

Some 5,800 people in England 
may have died unnecessarily between 
November and February after long waits 
for ambulances. 

That’s according to researchers using 
data from the Royal College of Emergency 

Medicine. Paramedics are supposed to 
arrive at category 1 emergency calls for 
people with cardiac or respiratory arrest 
within seven minutes. 

For those with suspected strokes 
and heart attack, it should be within 18 
minutes.

These targets are now routinely 
missed—sometimes by hours. That is 
surely a scandal that health secretary 
Sajid Javid ought to pay for with his job.

Yet instead of demanding a huge 
injection of cash and resources to stem 
the crisis, health bosses’ plans simply try 
to rebalance the risk.

Mixing patients with Covid with those 
free of the disease may increase hospital 
capacity, but at a terrible cost to patients 
and staff.
Yuri Prasad

HEALTH

Striking just to pay the bills
OUTSOURCED cleaners 
on Avanti West Coast 
trains struck for 48 hours 
last weekend in their 
battle for fair pay.

The cleaners work for 
outsourcer Atalian Servest 
for just £9.68 an hour. 
They demand a living wage 
and a sick pay scheme.

One striker said, “At the 
end of every month I have 
nothing left to spend with 
my kids, I have to skip things 
that are important for my 
family. I really struggle 
with my current salary.”

A huge 91 percent of 
Atalian Servest cleaners 

say they’re struggling to 
make ends meet according 
to an RMT poll. 

A shocking 94 percent of 
cleaners also said they had to 
come into work sick because 
they couldn’t afford not to.

Pickets in Carlisle

WOOLWICH FERRY

Action suspended—but 
workers plan new ballot
THE UNITE union has 
suspended strikes on the 
Woolwich Ferry connecting 
east and south east London 
in a “goodwill gesture” to 
bosses. But it is also preparing 
a fresh strike ballot in the 
long-running dispute. 

Poor employment relations 
have plagued the service for 
years. 

Six workers, including two 
Unite reps, remain suspended 
since the last round of 

industrial action ended on 
28 March. Workers are also 
fighting for a new pay and 
reward scheme. 

They oppose the excessive 
use of agency staff and the 
failure to provide adequate 
health and safety training to 
new employees. 

Large scale and sustained 
strikes are the solution to 
reinstating the suspended 
workers and silencing the 
bosses.

GREAT ORMOND STREET HOSPITAL

Friday is for fighting back
SECURITY GUARDS at Great 
Ormond Streets Hospital 
have vowed to strike every 
Friday of this month to 
be brought in-house. 

The outsourced workers, 
who are members of 
the UVW union, have 
already completed six 
weeks of strikes—which 
hospital bosses have 
tried hard to break. 

Last month the bosses 
spent thousands to try 
and stop workers from 
protesting anywhere 
near the hospital. 

But despite an injunction, 
security workers have 
vowed to keep fighting. 

Strikers plan a rally near 
the hospital on 29 April.
l Join the rally, Friday 29 
April, 12 noon, North end of 
Queen Square, London WC1N 
3AU. Go to uvwunion.org.uk

Defying bosses’ threats
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UCU votes show there 
is still mood for action
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

STRIKE BALLOTS at uni-
versities across Britain 
have shown strong support 
to continue the fight. 

In ballots over the four 
fights—pay, workloads, 
casualisation and equali-
ties—nearly 75 percent of 
UCU union members who 
voted backed more strikes. 

The vote in favour is higher 
than in ballots that concluded 
in November last year when 
70 percent were for action.

This shows that univer-
sity workers are in no way 
retreating from the battle. 

But they need a focus, a 
strategy to win and clear 
leadership.

And the results are all the 
more admirable because the 
union leaders imposed a very 
short three-week balloting 
period.

But the minimum turnout 
required under anti-union 
laws will prevent most uni-
versities from taking action 
under the rules.

However 36 institutions 
did both record a majority 
for action and exceed the 50 
percent turnout. 

Three other universities 

could join them on the picket 
line because they did not 
need to re-ballot. And more 
were set to be added to the 
list of potentially striking uni-
versities when ballots over 
pension cuts were announced 
after Socialist Worker went to 
press. 

The decision about what 
next in the battles will take 
place at special conferences 
on 20 and 27 April.

Having scuppered the 
recent attempt by supporters 

of the union leadership to 
pause or end the disputes, 
activists are now demanding 
escalated strikes and an exam 
marking boycott next term. 

This is the only way to beat 
back the university bosses 
and win real gains for tens of 
thousands of lecturers who 
have been striking.

The importance of keep-
ing up the fight was shown 
as 16 members of staff 
received redundancy notices 
at Goldsmiths university 

last week. Workers have 
been subjected to a brutal 
restructuring of the univer-
sity proposed by banks like 
Lloyds and Natwest, which 
has prompted several rounds 
of local strikes. 

Goldsmiths UCU tweeted 
that the bosses “have just 
lit the match and sent out 
redundancy notices to col-
leagues in ECW, History and 
Professional Services. 

“We will continue fighting 
the vandals who are wrecking 
Goldsmiths. This fight is not 
over. By a long shot.”

nFURTHER EDUCATION col-
lege workers also look ready 
to join the fight for better pay 
and conditions. 

The UCU submitted a 
formal pay claim to the 
Association of Colleges (AoC) 
to raise wages by 10 percent. 
The union has also called for 
improvements to workload. 

And the mood to fight for 
better pay in colleges is there. 

A good 91 percent of 
members have said that they 
would be prepared to strike 
in an indicative ballot. 

Bringing together local 
and national fights in higher 
and further education has the 
power to win.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ROUND-UP

Escalate in Coventry to win 
on pay and victimisation  
COVENTRY BINS strikers 
are still battling the 
Labour-run council who 
have hired scab labour to 
undermine the strike.

Agency workers at Tom 
White Waste—fully owned 
by the council—are driving 
council HGV lorries to 
collect rubbish in the city.

The strikers have been 
all-out since 31 January 
over low pay. 

The basic starter rate 
is £22,183 a year.

This is less than what 
the scab labour and 
workers at neighbouring 
councils are being paid.

The council suspended 
striker and shop steward 
Pete Randle on “trumped 
up charges”, according 
to the Unite union. 

Unite has now lodged 
an employment tribunal 
claim against the council 
for victimising Randle 
in his role as a trade 

union rep. Strikers and 
supporters have repeatedly 
rallied to shown their 
support for Pete Randle.

Unite general secretary, 
Sharon Graham said, “Why 
on Earth is Pete Randle 
being dragged through this 
kangaroo court? Judging 
from Tuesday’s hearing 
the council’s charges 
are groundless and they 
must be dropped.” 

Unite needs to ramp up 
the pressure by holding 
more protests outside the 
Tom White Waste site. 

And it should look to 
expand the strike to drivers 
employed by the company, 
as well as bin collectors 
and other council workers.
lDonations to Unity Trust 
Bank a/c Unite WM/7116 
Coventry Local Government, 
Sort code: 60-83-01, 
a/c number: 20302665. 
Messages of support to Pete.
Randle@unitetheunion.org

PICKETING AT Westminster university                                                                     

Adur fight 
continues
BIN STRIKERS in Adur and 
Worthing are fighting on over 
pay and workplace justice.

The GMB union 
members are in their 
fourth week of strikes.

Talks were scheduled 
this week between union 
and council bosses at the 
Acas arbitration service.

A GMB spokesperson 
said the talks “could be 
a very critical day for the 
council when we meet 
them to attempt to resolve 
the refuse, recycling and 
street sweeping dispute. 

“Are they and their 
partners committed to 
resolving the dispute with us 
and our members on strike 
for the 23rd day today?”

The ultimate objective of 
the strike is for all affected 
workers to be escalated 
up the grading system. 

They want to go onto 
the top incremental level 
of the next grade. This 
demand has to be won.

Action set 
for Sandwell
SANDWELL Leisure 
Centre staff in the GMB 
union have voted to 
strike in a pay dispute. 

More than 84 percent of 
eligible GMB members voted 
in favour of industrial action. 

GMB will now meet with 
dozens of members across all 
nine sites to discuss possible 
strike dates, which could 
be as early as 25 April. 

Leisure centre bosses 
refused to discuss a pay 
claim put forward by GMB, 
Unison and Unite members 
at the end of 2021. 

Sarah James, GMB 
Organiser, said, “This result 
sends a clear message 
to management and the 
board—GMB members 
have had enough. 

“It’s time that our 
members are paid 
a fair wage. 

“We urge the trust 
to come forward with a 
decent offer and avoid 
this industrial action.”

CHEP UKUNIVERSITIES

Battles on pay and jobs 

Rally and march backs 
brave Chep UK strikers 

POST OFFICE bosses 
have offered workers a 
tiny 2 percent pay rise—
well below the current 
rate of inflation.

It comes after CWU union 
members voted to strike 
over pay. CWU assistant 
secretary Andy Furey 
said, “Our members have 
delivered the biggest strike 
mandate that we’ve ever 
had in the Post Office. And 
without meaningful progress 
we will be striking soon.”

The best way to drive 
home that message is to 
call strikes immediately.

nTELECOMS workers 
at Telefonica/VM02 are 
voting on a 3 percent pay 
offer—a large real-terms 
pay cut—in a consultative 
ballot by the CWU union.

The union says it could 
call a real strike ballot soon.

nWORKERS AT schools 
inspector Ofsted voted by 
78 percent to strike against 
bosses’ return to office plans. 

But turnout in the vote by 
PCS union members was 49.8 
percent—agonisingly short 
of the 50 percent demanded 
by anti-union laws.

nJOURNALISTS at BBC 
North West have begun a 
work to rule over job cuts. 
More than 97 percent of 
NUJ union members there 
voted for the action.

It comes after BBC bosses 
announced plans to cut 
450 jobs across England.

nOVER 100 drivers in 
the Unite union at DHL 
Tradeteam in Burton 
on Trent have won an 
improved pay offer after 
threatening to strike.  

It includes a pay increase 
of 7.5 percent and the right 
to refuse routes that take 
longer than 11.5 hours. 

At DHL Aberdeen. Some 
30 drivers have a two-year 
pay deal of 8 percent for 
2022 and 5 percent for 2023.

Action could have won 
an above-inflation deal.

A SUPPORT rally at Chep in Manchester 

WORKERS AT Chep UK in 
Manchester are holding out 
against a derisory 1.8 percent 
pay offer from bosses after 
nearly five months of strikes.

They will now be balloted 
to extend the strike for another 
12 weeks, with little sign that 
their action is weakening.

“It’s hard being on the 
picket line, and there are times 
when we think this really 
needs sorting out so we can go 
back to normality”, said one 
striker.

“But between us we keep 
each other going and stay 
strong. 

“We have a lot of support 
from passing traffic—honking 
their horns, pulling up to give 
us doughnuts, pizzas, drinks.”

The striker added that they 
have had backing from local 
union delegations. 

“This is our first time out on 
strike so we’re learning from 
our own experiences and from 
others.

“We know that a lot of work 

has gone on in the background 
from our reps, building 
relationships and solidarity 
with other unions.

“It’s what keeps us going. 
I’m no more or less angry 
about the offer the bosses have 
made, we’ve learnt that we 
mean so little to them.”

Another striker added, “This 
is a strong picket and we’re 
being fair in what we’re asking 
for. 

“We’re getting out to talk 
to other trade unionists and 
we’re open to all invitations to 
speak.”

Strikers were set to march 
and rally along with Manchester 
People’s Assembly and Greater 
Manchester trades council on 
Wednesday of this week.
lProtest Wed 13 April, 6pm. 
Meet MediaCity Tram stop 
to march to Chep picket at 
Trafford Park. Donations to 
Unity Bank NW/1 Strike Fund. 
Sort code 60-83-01 Account 
20217873.
Barry Conway
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 CLIMATE ACTIVISTS
 FIGHT FOSSIL FUELS
by SOPHIE SQUIRE and SAM ORD

IT’S RIGHT to rebel over 
environmental collapse 
and the catastrophic fos-
sil fuel economy, whatever 
the Tories and Labour 
Party leaders say.

Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
actions over the last week 
showed the movement is still 
on the streets. 

Over  10,000 people 
flooded Oxford Street in 
 central London last Saturday, 
marking the first day of the 
latest climate rebellion.

They held a sit-in that, for 
a time, defied police attempts 
to move them. 

Climate activist Sim, from 
east London, came to “chan-
nel my anger and despair at 
the current world”.

“The more I learn the 
more it becomes necessary 
to just do something,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “I feel less 
alone today, it’s great to see 
all these different communi-
ties out.”

Sim described the  situation 
as “desperate” adding, “We 
have until 2025 to stop 
 burning fossil fuels—how 
are we going to do it? The 
politicians need to listen to 
us but ultimately, we need to 
 overthrow their system.”

Blocked
The next day activists blocked 
Vauxhal l  and Lambeth 
bridges across the river 
Thames in London. 

Hundreds of protesters 
stopped traffic, allowing only 
ambulances and fire engines 
to pass.

And for over a week XR 
and Just Stop Oil activists 
have disrupted 11 major oil 
terminals.

Occupying the Inter 
Terminal in Grays, Essex, 
activist Nathan said, “We’re 
doing this because our gov-
ernment is refusing to act on 
the climate crisis. 

“We need to have a 
 meaningful statement that 
we will have no new fossil 
fuel projects.”

Home secretary Priti Patel 
attacked the  protesters, 
 calling them “selfish, fanati-
cal and frankly dangerous 
so-called activists”. 

That’s hypocritical rubbish 
from a government that is 
wrecking millions of people’s 
lives with tax rises, inaction 

over fuel and price surges, 
and cuts to benefits and 
pensions.

Just Stop Oil said, “Nobody 
wants to be doing this. 

“Right now millions of 
people are being plunged 

into poverty by eye-watering 
energy bills, the profits from 
which are being used to fund 
wars in Ukraine and Yemen.

“The government can end 
the queues and closures at 
petrol station forecourts 

immediately by committing 
to halt all new oil licences 
and consents. 

“Ministers have a choice—
they can arrest and imprison 
Just Stop Oil supporters or 
agree to no new oil and gas. 

“While Just Stop Oil 
 supporters have their liberty 
the disruption will continue.”

Appallingly, as the police 
arrested hundreds of activ-
ists, Labour called for more 
repression. 

Labour leader Keir Starmer 
said,  “The  government 
must stop standing idly by 
and immediately impose 
injunctions.”

As Just Stop Oil blocked 
fossil fuel infrastructure 
XR remained on the streets 
for the third day of their 
 rebellion. 

Several days were also set 

aside for “outreach.” Monday 
this week saw activists setting 
up stalls and camps to talk 
to people about the climate 
crisis. 

Ac t iv i s t  Fre ida  to ld 
Socialist Worker that  getting 
the word out as widely as 
possible and building XR are 
essential. 

“A big part of my role has 
been working on expanding 
local groups,” she explained.

“Recently we’ve been 
engaging in door-knocking, 
which I think many people 
were sceptical about. 

“But I have met people at 
the  rebellion who are here 
today because of it.” 

Freida added that she 
believes the fuel crisis and 
war in Ukraine  highlight the 
problems with the fossil fuel 
economy. 

“I think many ordinary 
people are watching all of 
this unfold. More and more 
they know they can’t trust 
those in power to do the right 
thing.” 

Talking
Activist  Kim, who had 
been talking to people on a 
stall in Hyde Park, central 
London, added that fossil fuel 
 production continues because 
“wealthy people want to keep 
lining their pockets.” 

“We can see so clearly that 
poor people don’t benefit at 
all with things staying the 
way they are. 

“That is why we need to 
convince as many people as 
possible to join this fight. 

“What’s needed is a very 
different way of structuring 
society, so people get a voice. 
I don’t think we should be 
satisfied with the democracy 
we have now.” 

XR and Just Stop Oil have 
vowed to continue protests 
and cause more disruption. 

They are right to do so—a 
militant, mass movement is 
needed more than ever.

lFor details of how to 
join the rebellion, go to 
extinctionrebellion.uk 
Information about Just Stop Oil 
at juststopoil.org

What’s needed 
is a very 
different way  
of structuring 
society

‘‘ 

EXTINCTION REBELLION activists blocking Vauxhall Bridge in central London this week Pictures:Xr

Sit-down protest in Oxford Street, London, last Saturday
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