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lTORIES LET BILLS AND PRICES SOAR
lTOP BANK BOSS SAYS CUT WAGES

NOW LET’S
HIT THEM
BACK
SURGING PRICES mean we
need a surge of resistance.
The Tories preside over a
social emergency of h
 ardship,
poverty and hunger.
And they won’t
do anything to stop
it. They always put
profits and their big
business mates first.
Meanwhile the
£575,000 a
year Bank of

England chief Andrew Bailey
(pictured below) told MPs on
Monday that workers must
“think and reflect” before
asking for pay rises.
The only thought
should be how
together we make
the struggles
as widespread,
militant and
effective as
possible.

WE NEED MORE STRIKES OVER PAY >>PAGES 4&5 and 18&19

IRELAND

Getting rid of
protocol is a big
risk for Johnson
BORIS JOHNSON is playing
a destructive political game
by threatening to get rid
of the Northern Ireland
protocol he agreed with the
European Union (EU).
His threats upset the pro-EU
parties in Northern Ireland. But
they don’t go far enough for
the DUP, for who the protocol
is an ideological threat.

>>Page 6
POLICE

Patel hands
cops even more
search powers
HOME secretary Priti Patel
this week extended police
powers under Section 60
of the Criminal Justice
and Public Order Act.
It’s part of an ongoing
attempt to criminalise
protest and black people in
particular. That means even
more repressive legislation
is coming.

>>Page 20

CROSSRAIL

The system
behind the chaos
and delays
CROSSRAIL’S expected
arrival next week comes after
years of chaos, delays and
an eye watering price tag.
It has been shaped by
bloated private contracts, the
chaos of unplanned cities and
infrastructure—and the need
for profits.

>>Page 17
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘Cannot cook
properly, they
can’t cook a meal
from scratch,
they cannot
budget’

Tory MP Lee Anderson explains
why people use food banks. He
claimed £222,000 in expenses
in 2020-21—including £4,100
on travel and ‘subsistence’

‘The system was
simply not built to
be flexible’
The chancellor Rishi Sunak
explains that the computer
system prevents him from
raising benefits

‘A bottle of
champagne
signed by Boris.
Hugely valuable
as a souvenir of
partygate and
the exemplary
behaviour and
morality of our
dear leader!’
A programme from a charity
event in Oliver Dowden’s
Hertfordshire constituency
shows the Tory party chairman
had donated a Boris-signed
bottle of champagne

‘Powerful
backers within
the farming
community’
Porn watching, former Tory MP
Neil Parish explains there is
pressure for him to stand as an
independent

TROUBLEMAKER

Top jobs after donations to
the Tory party coincidence
TWO BUSINESSMEN who
together donated more
than £1 million to the
Tories have landed prominent public health jobs.
Oluwole Kolade was made
a non-executive director and
deputy chair of NHS England
for three years.
In just over a decade,
Kolade has donated £859,342
to Conservative party
h eadquarters, the party’s

London mayoral candidate in
2021 and the party’s branch in
Hitchin and Harpenden.
Kolade made over a third
of the donations since Boris
Johnson became prime minister. Kolade is a managing
partner of Livingbridge, a private equity firm with extensive investments in private
healthcare.
On its website the company
said it “has made a private

equity investment in the
healthcare and education
sector in almost every single
year for the past two decades”.
Livingbridge’s portfolio includes multiple NHS
suppliers, and private dental
companies, care providers
and fertility firms.
Another prolific donor,
Simon Blagden, was made
a member of the UK Health
Security Agency advisory
board in April. Since 2005,
Blagden and companies
he is associated with have
donated £376,000 to the
Conservatives.
He was also a chairman of
Fujitsu UK, which sued the
NHS over a failed IT project.
A parliamentary committee’s
inquiry into the debacle in
2013 cited reports that Fujitsu
UK has claimed £700 million
from the Department of

l

A VIOLENT “death match”
wrestling event at a Tory club
is being investigated by police.
The show at the Conservative Club in
Seaham, County Durham, on 29 April saw
blood-soaked performers attack each
other with a garden strimmer and glass.
The Colliery Championship
Wrestling (CCW) event offered
discounted family tickets. James
Barrass of CCW apologised but said
the audience had enjoyed it.

Simon Blagden

Health. There is of course
no suggestion that improper
recruitment processes were
followed.

l

ONE OF the biggest donors
to the Tories is suspected
of secretly funnelling huge
amounts to the party from a
Russian account, according to
a bank alert filed to Britain’s
national law enforcement
agency. The donation, of

£520,000, was made in
February 2018 in the name
of Ehud Sheleg, a wealthy
London art dealer who was
most recently the Conservative
Party’s treasurer.
But documents filed with
the authorities last year and
reviewed by The New York
Times say that the money originated in a Russian account of
Sheleg’s father-in-law, Sergei
Kopytov. He was once a
senior politician in the previous pro-Kremlin government
of Ukraine. He now owns real
estate and hotel businesses in
Crimea and Russia.
A lawyer for Sheleg
acknowledged that he and
his wife received millions of
dollars from his father-in-law
in the weeks before the donation. But they said that was
“entirely separate” from the
campaign contribution.

ANOTHER BUNCH of energy fat cats
cash in. Neptune Energy last week
revealed profits up sixfold. Oil and gas
producer Neptune was founded in 2015 by
former Centrica chief executive Sam Laidlaw.
Centrica is the parent company of British Gas.
Centrica is backed by the China Investment
Corporation and private equity groups
Carlyle and CVC Capital Partners. Neptune’s
profit after tax rose to £400 million in
the first three months of the year, against
£63 million in the first quarter of 2021.
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Tory sport

to regulate accountants—
confirmed the £14.4 million
fine at a London tribunal
hearing last week.
The tribunal upheld
allegations that KPMG
and former staff created
false meeting minutes
and retroactively edited
spreadsheets, before
sharing those documents
with the FRC.

@

A GOVERNMENT scheme
set up to boost “culturally
British video games has
showered a vast portion
of its riches on one hugely
profitable firm.
Rockstar Games
has revealed it claimed
£68.4 million in Video
Games Tax Relief (VGTR)
in 2020-2021. That’s
equivalent to 38 percent of
the entire amount of VGTR
paid out that year.
The amount Rockstar
claims is rising every
year, taking the total the
US-owned company has
claimed to a staggering
£205 million.
In order to receive VGTR,
a game has to accredited as
“Culturally British” by the
British Film Institute.
Since the introduction of
the relief in 2014 through to
31 March 2021, 1,239 games

l

Carillion accountants Barclays manages
£14 million fraud fine to be tax free
TOP accountancy firm
KPMG faces one of the
largest fines in British
audit history. Former
staff forged documents
and misled the regulator
over audits for companies
including the collapsed
outsourcer Carillion.
The settlement is the
latest in a long-running
saga relating to events
surrounding Carillion’s
failure in January 2018.
The outsourcer collapsed
with £7 billion of debts
resulting in 3,000 job losses
and causing chaos across
hundreds of its projects.
These included two big
hospitals, schools and roads.
The Financial Reporting
Council (FRC)—which claims

Being ‘Culturally
British’ lets
firm game tax
avoidance
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BARCLAYS HAS avoided
nearly £2 billion in tax via
a lucrative arrangement in
Luxembourg that allowed
it to pay less than 1 percent
on profits in the tax haven
for more than a decade.
A Guardian newspaper
analysis of Barclays’
tax bills shows it is still
benefiting from a decision
in 2009. It booked profits
from the £12.5 billion sale
of a fund management
business in Luxembourg
rather than in Britain
where it is headquartered.
By booking the profits
overseas, Barclays was
able to take advantage of a
complex scheme whereby
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it could offset future
profits against a drop in
the value of company
shares it acquired as part
of the deal.
The decision has
resulted in Barclays
earning billions of pounds
nearly tax-free for more
than 12 years.
Barclays employs only
54 staff in Luxembourg.
But it is currently the
bank’s third most
profitable jurisdiction
behind the US and Britain,
with turnover of £1.1 billion
last year.
The bank has 46,000
staff in Britain and nearly
10,000 in the US.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

Criminals?

received this certification.
Of these, Rockstar
published only two, with
Grand Theft Auto V receiving
accreditation in 2015, and
Red Dead Redemption 2 in
2019.
Grand Theft Auto V is
the most commercially
successful product in the
history of the entertainment
industry, with total revenues
estimated to be £5 billion
since the game’s release in
2013. The game is published
by Take-Two Interactive Inc.
under its Rockstar brand.
Take-Two is a US listed
multinational company.
Grand Theft Auto I was
first developed in Britain
by DMA Design in the late
1990s. After DMA was
bought by Take-Two, game
development continued
at Rockstar North Limited
based in Edinburgh.
Analysis by Tax Watch
up to 2018 showed that
Rockstar and Take-Two
companies based in
Britain had not paid any
corporation tax in the
preceding last ten years.
Rockstar North Ltd.
Instead, the firms have
gained tens of millions of
pounds.
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Rage at Israeli apartheid
hits the streets of London

‘Israel has
committed
war crimes’

by NICK CLARK

Picture: Guy Smallman

ISRAEL’S MURDER of Palestinian
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh
injected fresh anger into a
national demonstration for
Palestine in central London last
Saturday.
At least 15,000 people joined
the march, called by the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign (PSC). It came
a day after Israeli cops attacked
m ourners on Shireen’s funeral

procession in Jerusalem—and three
days after soldiers murdered her.
Marchers chanted “no justice, no
peace” and “Shireen was a j ournalist,
murdered by a terrorist,” while placards bearing her face dotted the
march.
An Israeli sniper shot Shireen in
the head as she reported on a raid
on a Palestinian refugee camp in the
occupied West Bank.
The bullet struck her below her
helmet but above the flak jacket she
wore marking her out as press—
indicating a precise shot.
And last Friday, Israeli cops
attacked her funeral procession in
Jerusalem in an attempt to stop
people marching and carrying
Palestinian flags.

PROTESTING FOR Palestine in London last weekend			

Occupation

Many people on the march in London
said Shireen’s killing was a deliberate
attempt by Israel to hide the truth of
the occupation.
One marcher, Nina, told Socialist
Worker, “What they did to Shireen
was awful, and what they did to her
funeral was even worse—in full view
of cameras.
“Israel seems to have so much
impunity and is never held to account.
That’s why we have to march to
express our solidarity and do what
we can to support the Palestinian
people.”
But Zaher Birawi of the Palestine

Israeli police attacked pallbearers

Forum in Britain told the march that
Shireen’s killing had exposed the reality of Israel’s occupation to the world.
“Thank you Shireen for exposing the
occupation,” he said.
“Her last report from the occupied
territories and her funeral was the
most effective and most influential report. It was her most influential report because she wrote it with
her blood. Shireen, your blood has
exposed the occupation, its racist,
terrorist army.”
Israeli prime minister Naftali
Bennett tried to claim she was actually killed by stray Palestinian fire.
And the Israeli military quickly
released footage of a Palestinian
fighter celebrating shooting a soldier—suggesting that he had actually shot Shireen.

Yet all the journalists Shireen was
with say there was no Palestinian fire
where they stood.
And analysis of the video by
human rights organisation B’Tselem
and other groups soon showed the
fighter was several streets away, and
not firing in her direction.
Protesters on the march also said
Shireen’s killing was just one example
of Israel’s occupation.
One, Dan, told Socialist Worker,
“The murder—and the attack on her
funeral. It feels like everything has
intensified over the past couple of
years. Like Israel is out of control.”



On other pages...

Palestinian uprising one year on—
lessons in resistance >>Pages 10&11
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MANY PROTESTERS asked
how governments in the West
keep supporting Israel despite
its crimes.
As Maher said, “Israel is
very powerful because it has
the support of the US and
the British government. But
we can boycott Israel and
demand the government
stops selling it the weapons it
uses to murder Palestinians.”
PSC chair Kamel Hawwash
told the rally, “My message
to the UK government is why
do you keep normal relations
with Israel? Boris Johnson
doesn’t think Israel should
face trial at the International
Criminal Court. Why? Israel
has committed war crimes?”
He linked Britain’s support
for Israel to its role in creating
the state in 1948—when
850,000 Palestinians were
expelled from their homes. He
said that Britain had placed
6,000 sanctions on Russia
over its invasion of Ukraine, but
“not a single sanction on Israel
74 years since they created it.”
The march was called
to mark the anniversary
of Israel’s creation, which
Palestinians call the Nakba,
or catastrophe. Some
protesters described how
their families had been
forced to flee by Israel’s
forces in 1948. Suleiman
told Socialist Worker, “I’m
Jordanian‑Palestinian. All my
life I’ve been hearing about
how part of my family had to
leave their homes.

Inspiring

He added, “The Palestinian
resistance is inspiring, but
we can also feel hopeless
because the US and Britain
keep supporting the Zionist,
apartheid state Israel. But
I’ve been involved in Palestine
solidarity activism for 11
years—and it also feels like
solidarity with Palestine is
growing because people can
see what’s happening.”
Palestinian researcher
Jenin Hourani linked Israel’s
regime—its occupation,
its evictions of Palestinian
families, and demolition of
their villages—to the Nakba.
“They destroy our homes
and villages, they erase
our history,” she said. “My
grandfather’s village was
completely erased in 1948.
Over 400 Palestinian villages
were erased in 1948.”
But, she added, “The
Nakba is ongoing and we are
still here. It’s true that the
Nakba isn’t over but neither is
our resistance.
“We will not rest until
Palestine is free from
the Jordan river to the
Mediterranean sea.”
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Cost crisis
ramps up—
yet Tories
get ready to
slash jobs
by SAM ORD

MILLIONS OF people in Britain
will be pushed to breaking point
as inflation was set to surge
again this week.
As Socialist Worker went to press,
economists forecasted that the
consumer price index (CPI) measure
of inflation would jump from seven
to 9.1 percent.
The more accurate retail price
index measure of inflation, also
released on Wednesday, would be
higher, probably in double figures.
The figures reflect the 54 percent
jump in average household energy
bills since the beginning of April.
Behind the statistics are real poverty, hardship and pain.
Food bank charity Feeding Britain
said this week that people on low
incomes who used prepayment
energy meters are increasingly being
pushed into destitution by rising
costs and punitive debt collection.
It highlighted the case of a woman
with children who disconnected her
heating and electricity because she
could not meet a combined debt of
£15. And a man self-disconnected
after running up an £8.75 debt.

Profits

Welwyn council workers
unofficial strike wins big
OUTSOURCED workers
for Welwyn Hatfield
Borough council in
Hertfordshire won a
big victory after they
struck for one day.
Some 100 workers
in refuse collection,
recycling, and grounds
maintenance for
commercial waste
company Urbaser
refused to work
last Tuesday. It was
in protest against
someone they say is
a sexist, racist and
bullying manager.
The following
day they heard the
manager will no longer
be employed on the
council contract.
A striker who didn’t
want to be named told
Socialist Worker that
bullying worsened
when the council
awarded the contract
to Urbaser two years
ago. “This manager
says sexist things to
the women working in
the office,” the worker
said. “He’s made
comments about their
weight and complained
that ‘better-looking
girls’ are needed. He’s
made racist comments

THE CRISIS BITES

April’s energy bill rises are only
part of the picture
lOfgem, Britain’s energy
regulator, will review the price cap
four times a year
lUntil now it’s conducted two
annual reviews
lSo now people will ne facing
huge price hikes every three
months
lIt’s chosen to do this instead of
keeping the energy price cap low
lPrices rose by some 54 percent
in April

announced last week, is to cut over
90,000 jobs in the civil service. The
money gained will be used for tax
cuts—which will favour the rich.
And slashing jobs will make a
recession even more likely. Already
the Office for National Statistics says
the economy shrunk by 0.1 percent
in March after being completely
stagnant in February.
Labour was set to call for a parliamentary vote on Tuesday to
introduce a windfall tax on oil and
gas companies.
Certainly, there should be such
a tax, but the government is likely
to brush aside such demands. And
a one-off tax would have only very
limited effects.
We need more of the sort of struggles highlighted on these pages.
The TUC union federation march
and rally, “We demand better” on
18 June in London is a focus to
show the anger against the Tory
attacks. It has to be a big show
of resistance and every trade
unionist and campaigner should
build it.
It must be a launchpad for
the wave of strikes
and further mass
protests that are so
urgently needed.

Bosses and politicians are concerned
only by how this might hit profits.
NatWest bank chair Sir Howard
Davies says the poorest 20 percent
will need to “reduce their discretionary spending by 20 percent”.
He is worried that will lead to
people not repaying their loans.
Meanwhile Home Office
minister Rachel Maclean—who
claimed just over £213,000
in expenses last year—told
w orkers to “take on more

hours, or even move to a better
paid job” if they are
finding it tough.
The government
occasionally says
it is considering
further action
to help ordinary people.
But its actual
p r o g r a m m e , All out for 18 June demo

We Demand Better:
march and rally,
Saturday 18 June,
Portland Place,
London. Assemble
from 10.30am

Determined in Hertfordshire

to black workers. He
punches walls and
constantly shouts and
swears at us.”
“Longstanding
workers have suffered
mentally because of
him,” they said. “The
bullying culture in this
job has even led to one
colleague trying to kill
himself.
“At Christmas we
get a small bonus, but
last year this manager
decided to withhold
that from us for
seemingly no reason.
“I had to comfort a
young worker who was
in tears after hearing
he wouldn’t get his
bonus. He didn’t know
how he was going
to pay his rent.” The

manager was being
investigated after
38 workers signed a
grievance letter.
But last Tuesday,
workers found the
manager would be
brought back to work
that week.
The worker said
this was when “all hell
broke loose.” “There
was uproar when we’d
heard he would be
coming back. We’d put
up with this man for
years. We decided we
wouldn’t go back to
work until he went.”
Workers were right
to fight immediately
and not to go through
all the obstacles
created by the antiunion laws.

The sit-in brought quick results

been sorted, so we’re out again.
This is a multi-billion corporation
and they are pissing us about.”
After more pledges from the
bosses, and some payments,
work resumed last Friday.
Workers want to see money on
the table, not just promises from
bosses they don’t trust.
Martin added, “We’ve decided
how to do this all ourselves, with
our own meetings and votes.

There’s no union shop steward
on the site, although I am in the
union. One good thing is that lots
of people now want to join the
Unite union.
“We feel strong because the
refinery is on shutdown at the
moment, having safety checks
and so on.
“Every hour counts as to
whether they can get the refinery
up and running again.
“Altrad has just lost a lot of
labour time, and the penalty
clauses must be massive. We can
win.”
Altrad is a giant multinational
that grabs work in energy, power
generation, oil and gas and
construction.
At the Fawley Exxon refinery
in Southampton, Unite members
are presently in dispute with the
company over the suspension of
one of their union reps.
A victory at Saltend would
confirm swift action—not waiting
to go through the obstacles of
the anti-union laws—is the most
effective way to fight back.

Charlie Kimber

RESIST TORIES’ RACIST
AND REPRESSIVE AGENDA

A

that more ofr the traditional right
is echoing views that were once
the preserve of the far right.
“Illegal migrants” need to be
sent to Africa without even a
hearing in Britain. Institutional
racism doesn’t exist. Nearly all
refugees are fake scroungers who
should be chucked out before
lefty lawyers can intervene.
This isn’t the programme of
some fringe fascist group. It is the
government’s view, turned into
laws and imposed by the cops, the
military and the Border Force.
Sir William Shawcross’s Prevent
review concluded that there
should be action against “Islamist
extremism”, even when the
cases don’t meet the “terrorism

‘‘

It means constant
pressure against
minorities, more
migration raids,
and more assaults

threshold”. He said in 2012,
“Islam is one of the greatest, most
terrifying problems of our future.”
We know where this ends.
It means Muslims who oppose
imperialist wars face surveillance
and arrest.Those considered
terrorists risk jail for a Facebook
post—or being shot by special cops.
The government hopes to
draw a sharp divide and assemble
an electoral majority around an
agenda of racist authoritarianism.
Such ideas have foul results.They
lead to constant pressure against
minorities and more assaults.
The killer in Buffalo in the US
who murdered ten black people
at a supermarket left a manifesto
full of the “great replacement”
lie. It says Jews are mobilising
migrants to take over from white
people.
The same filth is peddled by
some leading figures in the US
Congress and the media.
But it is possible to beat
the lies. It is heartening to see
resistance to immigration raids
(see page 20). We need much
more anti-racist campaigning. And
we need united class resistance
over prices, wages and much more
that targets the real enemy—the
Tories and the bosses.

LABOUR IS SOFT ON ISRAEL

Hull refinery workers’ wildcat
strike confronts bosses’ blunders
AROUND 300 construction
workers walked out on an
unofficial strike over two days at
the Ineos refinery at Saltend in
Hull last week.
They are fighting contractor
Altrad over late payment of
wages, wrong wage figures and
lots of other mistakes.
Martin, one of the strikers, told
Socialist Worker, “The wages are
all over the place. Some people
are owed thousands because
there are mistakes going back
nine weeks.
“I have just finished a week
where I did 70 hours—seven
times 10 hour days including a
bank holiday.
“Everything was wrong
with my pay—the hours, the
days worked, everything. The
company said we wouldn’t
get our bonus because of the
stoppage. Bonus? We weren’t
even getting our basic money.
“On Wednesday we had a
sit-in from 7am to 10am. Then
Altrad said it would all be OK so
we went back to work. But on
Thursday morning nothing has

WHAT
WHAT WE
WE THINK
THINK

S THE cost of living
crisis worsens—
pushing millions into
poverty—the Tories are
increasingly becoming
a party of open authoritarianism
and racism.
As Boris Johnson and his
cabinet face multiple crises, they
seek to create an enemy within by
scapegoating migrants.
Muslims, refugees, and anyone
portrayed as “disruptive” or
disloyal” are targets. That’s
coupled with a systematic
hardening of structures that the
state can use to crush resistance.
This week home secretary Priti
Patel has signalled new stop and
search powers (see page 20).
The next day Patel told the
Police Federation conference
that volunteer police officers
in England and Wales will be
authorised to use Tasers.
Next came the leaks from
the government’s review of the
Prevent strategy. It’s set to say
that Prevent is too focused on
right wing extremism and should
crack down further on Muslims.
It claims too many ordinary
right wingers are being portrayed
as far right extremists.
What’s actually happening is

E
‘You spend all your time making others rich’

Bus workers battle for pay
PICKETS WERE out in
force last Wednesday
at south London bus
garages operated by
Arriva, as workers
continued their strikes
for an above-inflation
pay rise. There were
around 70 pickets
outside Brixton garage.
Nearly every driver,
including some nonunion members, joined
the strike and came to
the picket line. Pickets
booed three scab
drivers as their bus
crept out of the garage.
Meanwhile dozens
of vehicles tooted
in approval of the
pickets, amid a festive
atmosphere of music,
flag-waving and
cheering. Over 50

pickets also closed
down West Norwood
garage with the
manager forced to
watch from a nearby
car.
The strikes involve
1,000 drivers in the
Unite union based
at Brixton, Croydon,
Norwood and Thornton
Heath.
Now strikes that
were due to start on
Monday of this week
have been suspended
as Unite bureaucracy
demand the workers
are balloted on a
below-inflation pay
offer of 3.5 percent
plus a £250 lump sum.
The initial offer
was three percent
and £300. This

is an insulting
“improvement” that
the workers should
reject. A picket at
Brixton garage last
week said, “You spend
all your valuable time
working for people to
make other people
rich. Those who make
the millions for them
get nothing.
“The union let us
down for years. They’re
more for the company
than for us.
Struggle, and strikes
such as this, are the
right response to
soaring prices and the
falling value of pay,
pensions and benefits.
Tim O’Dell,
Chris Kelly and
Sadie Robinson

VEN LABOUR’S right wing
MPs were pushed to condemn
Israel’s attack on the funeral of
Palestinian journalist Shireen Abu
Akleh.
Having defended Israel as a
normal, democratic state, they’re
confronted with the embarrassing
fact that its forces murdered a
journalist then attacked her
funeral. On Monday, Starmer’s
most loyal supporters stood up
in parliament to “unequivocally
condemn the violence by Israeli
forces” at Shireen’s funeral.
But they won’t blame Israel for

killing Shireen. Using the same
neutral language of most media
reports, they speak only of her
death without saying who fired the
shot, and call for an “independent”
investigation.
In this, they don’t go much
further than the Tories—or even
the US, where president Joe Biden
is “deeply troubled” by the scenes
at the funeral. Having developed
Israel to act as its watchdog in the
Middle East, the US is sometimes
embarrassed when it bites.The
West doesn’t care when Israeli
forces kill Palestinian teenagers

throwing rocks. But a journalist
with a US passport is a step too
far. So they tug on Israel’s leash, but
they won’t put on the muzzle.
Starmer’s Labour is desperate
to prove how compatible it is with
Biden’s US.
That’s why its star shadow
minister Wes Streeting—while in
Jerusalem—can find the funeral
attack “distressing” then resume
tweeting about his meetings with
Israeli government officials.
And it’s why Labour is even
more embarrassed by its members
that brand Israel an apartheid state.

socialistworker.co.uk
socialistworker.co.uk

Sign
Signup
uptotoour
ourmorning
morningnewsletter
newsletterBreakfast
BreakfastininRed
Red
and
andget
getthe
thelatest
latestnews
newsevery
everyday.
day.
For
Forupdates
updatesand
andanalysis
analysison
onthe
thestories
storiesthat
thatmatter
matter
go
to
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

5

18 May 2022

Our
Ournew
newwebsite
websitebrings
bringstogether
togetherstories
storiesof
of
struggles
strugglesthe
themainstream
mainstreamwon’t
won’treport.
report.ItIt
helps
helpsyou
youfind
findsocialist
socialistmeetings,
meetings,protests
protests
and
andstrikes—and
strikes—andthe
theMarxist
Marxistideas
ideasand
and
activism
activismto
tochange
changethe
theworld.
world.

6

Socialist Worker

18 May 2022

NEWS

ANALYSIS
ALEX CALLINICOS

Prepare for a new
era of inflation
INFLATION HAS, quite suddenly, come to dominate
debate on economic policy in many of the main
capitalist states.
In the past few months, it has risen sharply, in Britain to
more than seven percent, in the US to over eight percent.
This has been a shock, partly because, since the global
financial crisis of 2007-9, the problem has been much more
deflation—falling prices—than inflation, rising prices.
Slow economic growth has been associated with an inflation
rate that struggled to rise above zero.
To counter deflation, central banks cut interest rates to the
bone.
They also adopted the policy of quantitative easing (QE)—
so creating money and using it to buy bonds from banks to
encourage them to lend to investors.
Hard-line neoliberals denounced this.
According to the orthodox quantity theory of money,
prices will rise if the money supply is increased. Critics of QE
predicted inflation would take off.
But it didn’t. Instead, the rich used the cheap money
provided by the central banks to buy more shares and real
estate and become even wealthier than they already were.
So what has changed?
There were several major shifts in the productive economy,
caused mainly by the pandemic.
The balance of demand for goods and services shifted. For
example, instead of going out to restaurants and pubs, affluent
households bought food and drink to consume at home.
Higher demand for goods coincided with various problems
in supplying them. Perhaps the best known example is the
shortage of computer chips.
Then, among other things, the prices of second-hand cars
shot up to compensate for the scarcity of new ones.
Workers used being put on furlough to try and switch to
better-paid and more pleasant jobs.

Market

You don’t have to share Adam Smith’s faith in the market to
see that a lot of this kind of disruption will be overcome as
supply and demand adjust.
But two longer term trends have complicated the picture.
First, as economies seek to reduce their dependence on the
worst fossil fuels, such as coal, demand for gas has risen.
In particular, East Asian economies such as China and
South Korea have started importing more gas. Meanwhile, the
Opec+ cartel dominated by Russia and Saudi Arabia and the
US shale oil-and-gas industry cashed in by refusing to raise
their output.
So energy prices were already soaring last winter before
Russia invaded Ukraine. The war reflects the second long-term
trend towards greater inter-imperialist rivalries.
The confrontation between the US and its allies and Russia
has pushed energy prices up further, while the producers still
refuse to increase output. This has led to the harsh cost of
living squeeze right across Europe.
Food prices have also jumped. This partly reflects the
disruption of wheat exports from Russia and Ukraine, which
between them represent a quarter of the world market. But
financial speculation is also an important factor.
Lighthouse Reports identified a big inflow of money into
commodity funds investing in wheat after the start of the
Ukraine war.
It points out that cereals production has risen slightly in the
past 15 years, while prices have fluctuated wildly, reflecting
speculative bets on which way they will move.
So the orthodox theory of inflation explains very little about
the take-off in price increases. But it is being used to justify the
reaction by central banks, which is sharply to increase interest
rates. This reflects obsessively repeated fears of a “wage-price
spiral”—in other words, workers reacting to higher prices by
demanding pay increases to protect their living standards.
This did happen to an extent in the 1970s, when inflation
peaked at around 25 percent, much higher levels than are
being predicted today.
Why is it so feared? Because, as Marx showed, wages and
profits are inversely related. If wages rise, profits must fall.
So living standards must be squeezed to preserve profits,
even if the result is yet another recession. Inflation is really a
form of class struggle.

A LORRY near the Irish border

Getting rid of Northern Ireland
protocol a big risk for Johnson
by SIMON BASKETTER

BORIS JOHNSON is
playing a destructive political game by threatening
to get rid of the Northern
Ireland protocol he agreed
with the European Union
(EU).
The protocol was a
last-minute compromise to
get a Tory version of Brexit
through. It effectively created a trade border down the
Irish Sea between Northern
Ireland and Britain.
But it allows free trade
between Northern Ireland
and the Irish Republic.
It was supposed to solve
the hard border problem by
imposing checks on some
goods entering Northern
Ireland from Britain.

Promises

Johnson signed up and
declared it a triumph, ignoring the promises he had
previously made to Northern
Irish Unionists that he would
do no such thing.
On Tuesday this week, Liz
Truss, the foreign secretary,
was set to publish legislation
giving the government the
right to suspend elements of
the protocol.
The EU has threatened to
retaliate with a trade war if
such legislation is ever used.
In recent decades the EU’s
chief success for the bosses
has been the construction of

the single market. They are
determined to keep it.
To keep Northern
Ireland’s access to the single
market means checks when
goods travel in a lorry from
Liverpool to Belfast but not
when the same goods are
shipped to Leeds.
Britain wants “green lanes”
to ease the flow of goods
while the EU is ready to agree
to “express lanes”. This is the
bluster of negotiation.
But the food and plant
safety regulations that apply
to goods being traded and

Boris Johnson

The Tories are divided
THE US government has
warned Johnson against
“theatre” over the issue.
After that the
government was keen to
say the new legislation
would “not be a
watershed moment”
that ended talks with
the European Union.
The full draft law
will not be published
and will take up to a
year to become law. A
protracted period of
lies stretches ahead.
The rhetorical zigzagging is in part
because the Tories
have never resolved
their actual divisions

over Europe. Some
such as Truss and Rees
Mogg want to push
for a total break with
the EU in order to fulfil
their full isolationist
free trade fantasies.
Others in the
government—who
represent the more
obvious position of
Britain’s bosses—
want to keep trade
and profits flowing
with the EU.
Both sides are
entirely uninterested in
whether sectarianism is
increased in Northern
Ireland or even whether
the goods in the shops

who—the EU or Britain—certifies the checks are a genuine difference. The p
 rotocol
is an ideological threat to
Unionism as they claim it
weakens the link with Britain.
Unionists in long term
decline are pulled between
a determination to whip up
sectarianism to hold onto
their shaky political base and
the need to control the union
with Britain.
The DUP, did badly in this
month’s election for campaigning on the removal of
the protocol. It is now refusing to enter into the power
sharing government until it
is resolved.

Threaten

The Tories are using this
as an excuse to threaten to
remove the protocol.
Truss, in particular, has
thrown much sound and
fury at the issue. But there
are mixed messages from the
government.
One of Johnson’s officials
said, “The object of the exercise with some people seems
to be to have a fight. The
object of the exercise for the
prime minister is to restore
democratic processes to
Northern Ireland.
“We want a weapon on the
table. We don’t want to use it.
It’s like the nuclear deterrent.
“The PM does not want to
use nuclear weapons, whatever the knuckleheads tell
him.”
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MI5 told the
cops to spy
on socialists
and children

Roe v Wade

Spycops inquiry points to security
services’ complicity in the policing
scandal, reports Simon Basketter
THE DRIP feed of information
BACK STORY
from the inquiry into undercover
policing is back with public
sessions.
The Metropolitan Police’s Special
Demonstration Squad, which operated from 1968 to 2008, was a cop
unit tasked with infiltrating protest
groups. Its activities are at the heart
of the long-delayed—and set to be
long-ongoing—public inquiry.
The inquiry was set up after
revelations that undercover spies
deceived women into intimate relationships and monitored grieving
families.
The current phase of the inquiry
focuses on the years running from
1973 and 1982. It has identified
at least 1,000 groups that were
infiltrated by cops.
Notably detective inspector
Angus McIntosh told the inquiry
that “there was a high-level policy
decision” not to infiltrate groups on
the far right.
In contrast evidence released
from a closed hearing indicates
police told one spycop to stay away
from the anti-fascist demonstration
where the police killed Socialist
Workers Party (SWP) member Blair
Peach in 1979.
They told him they planned to
“clamp down on demonstrators”
and dangers were “more than
normal.” The Special Branch file on
the operation at the demonstration
is missing.

MI5

The inquiry has heard how the
MI5 security service told police in
1973 that spying on the SWP was
one of its primary aims. The police
were able to meet MI5’s request to
have “a permanent well-placed” spy
there.
At least 24 undercover police
officers infiltrated the SWP. They
attended meetings, filed lengthy
reports on conferences and acquired
as much personal detail on people
as they could.
Lindsey German, previously a
prominent SWP member, criticised
how the police collected “trivial and

The Spycops inquiry was
launched in 2020 after long
delays
lIt focuses on the Metropolitan
Police’s Special Demonstration
Squad, which operated between
1968 and 2008
lCops deceived women into
intimate relationships and
monitored grieving families
lPrevious hearings have hinted
at the scale of police infiltration of
left wing groups
lBut the inquiry will also hide
much of the truth

pointless” information about public
events. She added, “We were exercising our democratic rights to organise, protest, campaign and educate.”
The spooks at MI5 also asked
for the cops to spy on “subversive
activity in schools.” The request—
circulated to chief constables in
1975—was approved by the head
of the security service and a senior
Whitehall official.

Admitted

Cop Paul Gray previously admitted
that “no consideration was given
by me to the appropriateness of
reporting on children.”
The ongoing, public cover-up of
the spy cops has thrown an occasional light on the activities of the
police.
Many of those spied on have
chosen to participate in the inquiry
in the hope of intensifying that
light. Others, including the SWP,
have not because they believe it will
be a cover-up or for other reasons.
There are two certainties—that
police evidence will always involve
memory loss, and the inquiry will
not bring the justice that the cops’
victims deserve.
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PROTESTERS MARCH on the Supreme Court in Washington DC

Protesters in US and London stand
against attacks on abortion rights
THOUSANDS OF abortion rights
protesters started a “summer of
rage” on Saturday with marches
and rallies across the US. They
demonstrated in almost 400 towns
and cities under the slogan of
“Bans Off Our Bodies”.
In Austin, Texas, demonstrators
stood at the steps of the Capitol
building banging drums, singing
and repeating the chant, “Abortion
is a human right.”
Thousands marched in New
York. In Washington DC, Rachel
Carmona, executive director of the
Women’s March, said, “If it’s a fight
they want, it’s a fight they’ll get.
“We have to see an end to the
attacks on our bodies,” Carmona
added. “You can expect for women
to be completely ungovernable
until this government starts to
work for us.”
Teisha Kimmons travelled 80
miles to join a rally in Chicago. She
said she fears for women in states
that are ready to ban abortion
as soon as the Roe v Wade legal
decision is overturned.
She said she might not be alive
today if she had not had a legal
abortion when she was 15 years
old. “I was already starting to selfharm and I would have rather died

than have a baby,” said Kimmons.
Many marchers were veteran
protesters who recalled the time
before legal abortions in the
US. Betty Linville, who lives in
Koreatown, attended the rally in
Los Angeles. “I have memories
of women and men fighting for
abortion rights 50 years ago,” she
said.
Linville now worries the
“incredible freedom” of legal
abortion is in jeopardy. And that’s
especially for women who lack
the means to travel from a state
where it is banned to one where it
is allowed. “What is next?” Linville
said. “What else is going to be
taken away?”
Luna Hernandez was with Rise
Up 4 Abortion Rights, an organiser
of Los Angeles rally. She said,
“Only the people can stop this. We
have to refuse to allow this. This
has to be a turning point, it’s not a
done deal.”
Protest organisers plan more
action in the weeks ahead.
The marches are so far smaller
than those that confronted
Donald Trump’s election and
inauguration.
It’s crucial the movement
organises in the streets rather than
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being lulled into believing that the
Democrats will defend women’s
rights.
Up to 500 people joined an
Abortion Rights protest in central
London on Saturday in solidarity
with marches in the US.
Raquel, who is originally from
the US, attended the protest. She
reacted with “frustration and deep
concern” when she heard what US
Supreme Court was planning to do.
“If Roe v Wade is overturned,
women and their families will
suffer,” she told Socialist Worker.
“Women will be forced to induce
abortions at any cost.”
Anna, also from the US, said she
felt “disbelief and anger.”
“In a worst-case scenario, this
will have a domino effect with
abortion and other women’s rights
being attacked again and again,”
she told Socialist Worker.
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INTERNATIONAL

Deadly heat
in India will
add to food
emergency

Sri Lanka

Poor yields and rising prices pushed
the government to ban wheat exports.
But the market can offer no solutions
for the poor, says Yuri Prasad
A TERRIFYING heatwave
c ontinues to grip India and
Pakistan, with temperatures in
New Delhi last weekend fractionally off 50 degrees Celsius.
Most rich and middle class
r esidents can afford to hide

themselves away and turn up their
air conditioning during the hottest
hours. But life is near unbearable
for the millions of poor people.
Construction worker Tundre said
he’s fighting a losing battle. “There
is too much heat and if we won’t
work, what will we eat?
“For a few days, we work and
then we sit idle for a few days
because of tiredness.”
At 9am, with the temperature
already at 36 degrees, Darshan
Mukhiya walks barefoot while
wheeling his 83 year old father in
a cart.
He has to take him to a
government office before he loses
access to state benefits.
“We don’t own a fan, let alone a
cooler,” Mukhiya told the Economic
Times newspaper.
“What else does someone like
me have to protect themselves?”
His only option for cooling off is to
soak in a polluted river.
There are also no fans at the
open-air school in the shade of a
nearby bridge. Delhi’s Metro trains
roll overhead—their air conditioned
carriages filled with people that can
afford a little luxury.

Countryside

There should be 300 pupils at this
free school. But many poor people
have fled the city for the countryside
to escape the heat and seek support
from their families as they can’t
work during the heatwave.
Yet all is not well in the
countryside.
With high temperatures
destroying crops and livelihoods, the
government last weekend announced
a ban on wheat exports.
In February it forecast a wheat
harvest of 111 million tonnes.
By May it had reduced that to

BACK STORY

Temperatures of close to
50 degrees Celsius have been
recorded across northern
India and Pakistan for several
weeks
lDaily-paid workers are
struggling to make a living as it’s
too hot for manual work
lOnly some of the middle
classes and the rich can afford air
conditioning at home and work

105 m illion tonnes. Now wheat
dealers suggest the real figure is
lower than 100 million tonnes.
The huge reduction in wheat
production will likely be mirrored
in other core staples and is already
sending prices soaring.

Inflation

The inflation crisis is sending a
wave of panic through the hard
right government of Narendra
Modi.
Its move to halt grain exports is
not designed to protect the poorest
from starvation.
It is a political effort to
bring prices down and redirect
growing anger away from the
administration.
The international markets are
far from happy with Modi’s plan.
“If everyone starts to impose
export restrictions or to close markets, that would worsen the crisis,”
said German agriculture minister
Cem Ozdemir.
The Green Party MP has joined
the raft of politicians fighting to
maintain the free market in the
face of calamity.
But the laws of the market have
prevented the tough action on
climate change needed to avoid
the deadly heat today in India
spreading across the world.
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PROTESTERS IN Sri Lanka help a comrade beaten up by police during a clash in Colombo last week

Can the revolt overcome the ethnic
divisions that scar the movement?
A WAVE of protests in Sri Lanka
has already demolished much
of the government. But how far
have they gone to break down the
country’s deadly ethnic divisions?
The picture so far is mixed.
Certainly at the protest centre of
Galle Face Green in the capital
Colombo there is a sense of
unity.
“This is the real Sri Lanka,”
Lukshan Wattuhewa told the BBC
earlier this month.
“Look, the Muslims are here,
the Hindus are here, the Catholics
are here. All the same blood.”
Wattuhewa is from the
Sinhalese Buddhist majority
which accounts for three-quarters
of Sri Lanka’s population.
In a country where the
overwhelming majority are
affected by the economic crisis,
shortages and government
corruption, it’s not surprising
that people should come together
to fight back.
But what of the Tamils
that fought a 25-year war for
independence against the Sri
Lankan state? Here the politics
are more complicated.

Tamils are not a monolithic
ethnic group. Hill Country Tamils
are descendants of indentured
labourers brought from southern
India to work on the plantations
in the central highlands.
Long a mainstay of the trade
union movement, they have
been on the protests—despite
their distance from the main
urban centres where most of the
resistance takes place.
The government ban on the
import of fertilisers hit the
plantation economy hard, and
workers there are already some
of the poorest.

Hatred

But the Eelam or Lankan Tamils,
based mainly in the Northern
Province and in the east of
the country, have been far less
involved in the protests.
That’s not because their hatred
of the Rajapaksa regime is any
less than elsewhere in Sri Lanka.
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
was the country’s defence
secretary in 2009 when the
government brought an end to
the civil war by committing the

most savage of war crimes. Aerial
bombing, shelling and army raids
killed thousands of Tamils.
One reason for the reluctance
to join the protest movement
is that the military machine
remains deeply entrenched in the
former strongholds of the Tamil
Tiger resistance fighters.
And the continuing fear of
the Sri Lankan state is entirely
justified.
The second reason is political.
Tamil politicians actively
discourage supporters from
joining the movement as it
encourages a sense of connection
to other ethnic groups.
Separatist politicians fear that
sentiment because it undermines
their claim that ordinary Tamils
can only find freedom if they
break from the Sri Lankan state.
Not joining the protests is
a terrible logic that can only
benefit the regime.
A movement that unites all
sections of Sri Lankan society is
necessary in the battles against
the last remaining Rajapaksa.
A longer version of this article is at
socialistworker.co.uk
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Just a
thought...

Our union
is ready to
fight Tories

Paul Williams PCS NEC (pc)
Marianne Owens PCS NEC (pc)
Sarah Ensor PCS NEC (pc)

Will fascism
revert?

Illustration:Tim Sanders

AS THE cost of living crisis
worsens, the PCS union
national executive has
unanimously agreed to
move to a statutory ballot
over pay and pensions.
This follows a
consultative ballot where
we achieved a 45 percent
turnout with 80 percent
voting for industrial action.
Through an emergency
motion at our annual
conference later this month,
we are asking members to
take on the government
over soaring prices and the
falling value of pay and
pensions.
Given the anti-union
legislation, there is still
much that we need to do to
ensure that when we ballot,
we can beat the 50 percent
turnout threshold required.
But we are confident that
campaigning and memberinvolvement will mean that
we can win the vote—and
then move to action.
It’s likely that our ballot
will be in September, so we
have to keep the momentum
going. PCS is also pushing to
get as many of our members
on the TUC demo on the 18
June. It is essential we send
the biggest message possible
to the Tories and employers
that we will not pay for their
crisis.
We are united around
this even though there are
different views in the union
around the Ukraine war.
We raised the position of
“No to Russia’s invasion, no
to Nato expansion” at the
national executive in March
and April but were defeated
on this issue. Further
debate on the Ukraine war
will also be held at our
annual conference.

We grannies wrecked a council
meeting, and we don’t regret it
ANNIE AND I are grannies. I only
became one last year and the joy
and love this brings to me is
immeasurable.
But it’s often tainted as I think
about what lies ahead for this
precious little girl.
Once you acknowledge the scale
of the climate and ecological
emergency we are in, and then you
get to see how this world is run,
there is nothing else to do but take
action.
We are ruled through
manipulation and with a lack of
care for the majority.
So, last month, when Annie
and I read that our council in
Dorset would be debating climate
change and fossil fuels, we knew
we had to go along. We were

pretty sure the Tory majority
would be whipped into voting
badly—and they didn’t surprise
us.
As expected they were ready to
vote for the expansion of fossil
fuels on the back of the misleading
claim that the Ukraine crisis
means we need to.
So, we disrupted their terrible
motion.
We walked into the back of the
council chamber, calmly placed
our glued hands onto a large table,
and read out our statements.
With a roar from the right,
heckling and some jostling, the
meeting was reconvened into
another room.
We left after about an hour, after
un-glueing ourselves, and sent off

our photos and a press statement
to the media. Then we went to the
pub to debrief.
Annie and I have been surprised
at the press coverage, so we hope
we’ve helped highlight the debate
around the extreme folly of
expanding fossil fuels.
As a Labour councillor, I’ve
taken a bit of flack locally for our
action.
We wait to see what the police
will do and how much we’ll be
charged for the table repair—it
was leather inlaid, oops!
But we stand by our action to
call out all those local councillors
complicit with a misleading,
greedy and heartless government.

Giovanna Lewis
Grannies for the Future, Dorset

It’s back to school for me Abortion rights threatened here too
I WENT back to my south
London school last week for
the first time since 1977.
I did not go for nostalgic
reasons—I hated school—
but to show my support for
the striking teachers of
John Fisher School in their
fight against homophobia.
The school in the 1970s
was a bastion of reaction.
Teachers, many of whom
were Catholic priests,
pushed anti-abortion
propaganda. Sex education
consisted of “don’t do it, it’s
a mortal sin”.
Today, the teachers told
me, things are better, but
not nearly good enough.

The Catholic Archdiocese of
Southwark, which runs the
school, banned an LGBT+
author from the school and
they sacked governors who
didn’t agree.
A homophobic group of
parents is organising
against the workers.
But the teachers and
support staff have
responded in just the right
way—by starting six days
of strike action.
It was fantastic to join
the picket line and bring
solidarity from my Unison
union branch.

Tony Phillips
East London

THE ATTACKS on a
woman’s right to control
over her own body aren’t
confined to the US.
In Oxford last week an
ancient law was used to
drag a woman to court
and accuse her of
“procuring her own
abortion” by using
abortion pills.
The maximum sentence
under the 1861 Offences
Against the Persons Act
can be life imprisonment.
This example shows
that the law still
criminalises women who
have abortion without the

required consent. Women
on low incomes, migrants,
women of colour and
women in relationships
with domestic violence
that can’t reach clinics are
worst affected.
These laws are putting
lives are put at risk.
The right say that they
are “protecting women
and unborn children.” But
those same people vote to
cut benefits and refuse to
raise the minimum wage
so that a family can
actually afford to live.
The Crown Court case
in Oxford should serve as

a wake-up call for us. Our
right to control our bodies
is under attack.
The plea hearing is on
15 July. Everyone that
agrees with a woman’s
right to choose should join
the protest at the court.

Kate
Oxford
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IN ITS article on
contemporary fascism
Socialist Worker
argues that although
the exterior of the far
right has changed, its
fundamentals remain
intact (Socialist Worker,
11 May).
That means the need
for a street militia and
so on.
I’m not sure that’s
true. Haven’t the leaders
of the “Euro-fascist”
parties decided that
most of what they want
can be achieved within
a “democratic” system
by using right wing
populism?
Why would Marine Le
Pen need street thugs
when she has riot police?
James
By email

What did you
do in the war?
IT’S SO easy to be
dismissive of the Labour
governments of the
1990s and 2000s isn’t
it? (Socialist Worker,
11 May).
While we in Labour
were lifting millions of
children out of poverty,
what were you posers
on the “revolutionary
left” doing?
Criticising from the
sidelines, of course.
Anthony Jones
Manchester

Election
windfall
SO THE tax-evading
chancellor Rishi Sunak
has decided we could
have a windfall tax on
energy companies after
all.
Just a week ago the
Tories were telling us
that such a move would
prevent vital investment
in new technologies, and
opening more oil fields.
I wonder what could
have changed his mind?
Anything to do with
losing 500 seats in the
local elections?
Jane
On Facebook

Right want to
ditch Starmer
AREN’T THE Labour
right secretly happy
that the party did badly
in the elections?
Sir Keir has clearly
outlived his usefulness
and now it’s time to
insert someone that
represents Blairism in
its purest form—Wes
Streeting.
Dave
Essex
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Palestinian uprising one year on

Construction (right)
is one of many Israeli
industries that are
heavily dependant on
Palestinian labour.
During the strike
day, many workers
preferred to go fishing

LESSONS IN
RESISTANCE IN
THE FACE OF
REPRESSION

“There were ways of organising that
we who are involved in political work
didn’t recognise as organising,” he
added. “This is the richness and beauty
of what happened.
“For example a group of girls in a
school that moved from neighbourhood
to neighbourhood, making graffiti and
distributing flyers they printed at home,
wouldn’t have thought about the need
to have a name or call themselves a
group.
“I know about a family that decided
to issue a booklet for other families, and
everyone was reading it. It’s like that
family started to work as revolutionary
educators. But no one thought of calling
it a group or organisation.”

In a ground breaking move, a year ago a powerful strike of
Palestinians in Israel combined with protests in the West
Bank and Gaza. Nick Clark spoke to Majd Kayyal, an activist
from the occupied city of Haifa, about the challenges facing
resistance then and now

I

T’S A year since a historic uprising across Palestine mounted
a direct challenge to Israel’s
regime. for the first time in
decades Palestinians joined
across Israel’s borders in mass
resistance from below—raising the
prospect of a united Palestine freed
through struggle..
Since then, it seems as if the occu‑
pation has fallen back into a famil‑
iar patten. In West Bank cities Israeli
forces storm refugee camps, snatching
or killing Palestinians who have dared
to resist. In the West Bank, settlers
harass and attack villagers and farmers
defending their land.
In the Gaza Strip, suffocating siege
conditions are punctuated by sporadic
airstrikes on what Israel says are m
 ilitary
targets.
In east Jerusalem—where the uprising
began—cops attack w orshippers at
the Al Aqsa mosque so that Israeli
settlers might stage provocations. And
Palestinian families persevere in the face
of efforts to evict them from their homes.
And inside Israel’s official borders,
which Palestinians call 48 Palestine—
because it was all Palestine before
Israel’s creation in 1948—repression of
Arabs has worsened.
Nevertheless last year’s uprising was
a turning point. Protests that began in
Jerusalem spread into Israel and the
West Bank, c ulminating in a general
strike on 15 May.
Majd Kayyal, an activist from the city
of Haifa in 48 Palestine, told Socialist
Worker how it happened—and the
legacy it left.
“In this uprising you cannot tell who
organised what,” he said.
“The magic of what happened is
that everyone—from different political

affiliations, from different sides, from
different places—just moved in their
own very small groups everywhere.
“People tried to create their own
groups. Even groups that are not politi‑
cal started to act in a political way. This
is one of the most magnificent things
that happened. So it could be a group

‘‘

A group of 15 or 20
cousins could say,
okay let’s have a
demonstration, let’s
go to the streets

of parents at a school who start to talk to
each other and move through WhatsApp
or Facebook.
“It could even be family groups on
WhatsApp. We have pretty big families,
so a group of 15 or 20 cousins could
say, okay let’s have a demonstration.
Let’s go to the street or make our own
demonstration. We don’t need someone
to tell us to do it.”
The events that sparked the revolt
drew together several different sides of
the Palestinian struggle—from across
Palestinian society—then lit the touch
paper.
In Sheikh Jarrah, east Jerusalem,
there was a direct link between the
attempted eviction of Palestinian fami‑
lies from their homes, and the Nakba—
catastrophe—of 1948.
Not only was it the latest example
of how Israel’s laws work to gradu‑
ally discriminate against Palestinians,
marginalise them, and push them out.
But the Palestinian families were living
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PALESTINIANS IN the
occupied West Bank
city of Ramallah chant
slogans (above) on
an anti-occupation
demonstration during
a general strike
Normally bustling
streets were empty as
the strike hit (left)
Israeli security forces
detain a Palestinian
man outside the
Damascus Gate
of the Old City of
Jerusalem during
a demonstration in
March to demand the
release of prisoners
(right)

in homes for refugees from 1948.
Israeli law said settlers had a right
to evict the Palestinians if they could
prove the land belonged to Jews before
1948—meaning the Palestinians were
expelled again.
For weeks Israeli cops attacked
protesters trying to protect the homes
and stop the evictions. At the same
time, Israeli forces stormed the Al Aqsa
mosque, also in east Jerusalem, during
the month of Ramadan.
As Palestinians fought back, Israel put
up barriers and checkpoints at the nearby
Damascus Gate—or Bab Al Amud—a
popular gathering place for Palestinians.
Together, the battles were about
Palestinians’ rights to live freely in their
own capital city—drawing in people
from all different backgrounds.
They mobilised what Majd called,
“The religious sector—people moved by
anything related to Al Aqsa.”
“This in my eyes is legitimate, it’s
important,” he said. “It’s part of the
cultural and national identity of people.”
At the same time, the Sheikh Jarrah
protests involved “activists from the
circles of human rights organisations.
They’re people from, let’s say a little
bit of a higher social class that usually
have some distance from the battle over
Al Aqsa.
“But what happened at Bab Al Amud
brought in so many people that have a
relation to this city. Not just a religious
one, but to the cultural life, to the urban
life of Jerusalem.
“Anyone who has lived in Jerusalem
for even two days has some feeling for
Bab Al Amud and some understanding
of its importance.”
This in turn united Palestinians across
geographical divisions too. Israeli cops
stopped bus loads of Palestinians from

48 travelling to Al Aqsa—only to end
up drawing them into the struggle. As
they marched on to Al Aqsa regardless,
Palestinians from Jerusalem came to
meet them.
The protests took on bigger significance.

P

ALESTINIANS IN 48 had
long been discriminated
against and impoverished
by Israeli laws and policies, and abused by Israeli
racism.
Now, as they protested, they faced the
same violence from Israeli forces and
settlers as Palestinians under military
occupation in the West Bank and east
Jerusalem. At the same time r esistance
fighters in Gaza launched rockets at Israel
in retaliation for its assaults on Al Aqsa.
Israel responded with a two‑week
barrage on the besieged enclave.
The resilience of Palestinians living
under Israel’s bombs was connected
to the resistance of those facing down

its tear gas and rubber bullets. In all
this, Palestinians had broken down the
borders Israel uses to f ragment them.
“The whole uprising was a response
to the fragmentation Israel has enforced
since the Nakba,” says Majd. “It’s failing
because people are always finding ways
to know each other and to learn from
each other.
“Israel’s target is to disconnect the
Palestinians from Jerusalem from the
West Bank in order to secure some kind
of demographic control over Jerusalem.
“But this process created new
connections—especially around the issue
of Al Aqsa—between Palestinians from
48 and Palestinians from Jerusalem.
“So every time the mechanism tries to
make a disconnection, a fragmentation,
another type of connection and another
type of unity is born.”
Unity and organisation from below
also represented a challenge to the offi‑
cial Palestinian leadership. In various
ways, Palestinian politicians in 48, and
the Palestinian Authority in the West
Bank, had compromised with Israel
and c ontained resistance. Now ordi‑
nary people found new ways of political
organisation outside their control.
“The traditional political powers
working in Palestine for years wanted
to monopolise and professionalise the
political scene, pushing people away
from political activism,” said Majd.
“Over the years people on some level
lost their faith and self confidence in
their ability to behave politically. So you
need someone to tell you that you have
to go to the demonstration, that you
need someone to organise for you. The
uprising broke this and people started to
recognise they have the power to initi‑
ate political acts, even if they were never
active politically.”

Y

ET THIS strength of
the uprising—its spontaneity and ad hoc
character—also apparently left behind little in
the way of permanent
organisation.
For Majd this is a good thing. He says
it avoids the traps and pitfalls of parties
and organisations that cut themselves off
from the struggles of ordinary people.
Instead, he says, the idea of unity and
coordination across Palestine’s borders
should be “a compass” for activists—
“something that you dream of and that
motivates you.”
But the important work is “locally in
your neighbourhood, in your village, in
your city, because this is where things
happen.
“At the end of the day, this is where
popular power exists.”
But a year after the uprising,
Palestinian anger and responses to
renewed Israeli repression can go in dif‑
ferent forms and directions.
Recent weeks have seen a return
of stabbing attacks by individual
Palestinians—a desperate, but fatalis‑
tic, reaction to life under occupation.
And the Middle East Eye website reports
that, in some refugee camps, there has
been a renewed interest in armed strug‑
gle. Repeated Israeli raids on the Jenin

‘‘

Israel knows that
targeting activists
that have thousands
of followers can be
counterproductive

refugee camp has turned the focus of the
resistance towards the armed brigades
of Palestinian factions.
Meanwhile, in 48 Palestine, Majd
describes heavy policing and a steady
stream of arrests in Palestinian towns
and neighbourhoods. People without
organisation are most vulnerable.
“Israel knows that targeting a
 ctivists
that have thousands of 
f ollowers
on their Facebook profile can be
counterproductive for them,” says Majd.
“So what they do is target people who
are from lower social classes.
“People with a lot of social prob‑
lems. People who are more likely to
be afraid. People who are from social
circles where it’s not common to get
arrested or go to court, and don’t have
the circles of activists around them. The
real harsh repression is happening on
this level.”
This sort of quiet repression is hap‑
pening daily, Majd adds. “They do
dozens every day,” he says. “They are
following social media in an intense
way. Anyone who writes anything, the
local police call on them, even if it’s an
invitation to a legal demonstration.
“There is a lot of administrative deten‑
tion—especially after the attacks. But
sometimes they don’t need to be arrested.
They just need to take someone for two
to four hours of interrogation, just to
threaten them and make them scared.”
Yet there are still seeds of mass revolt.
In the past year there have been protest
movements against new settlements in
the West Bank, and against repression
by the Palestinian Authority.
Though not on the same scale as
last year, Palestinians again defended
Al Aqsa heroically during Ramadan.
And residents have organised against
evictions in both east Jerusalem and the
Naqab desert in 48 Palestine.
Though the uprising itself perhaps
didn’t leave new organisation, popular
campaigns and networks outside “offi‑
cial” Palestinian politics—which fed into
the uprising—continue to organise.
Even the repression—and the
sustained moves by Israeli settlers to mar‑
ginalise Arabs even in 48 Palestine—lays
the ground for new struggles, says Majd.
“The policing is at an unbelievable
rate, and has increased,” Majd says. “I
suppose Israel is still frightened about
what happened last year.
“They should be. Are there enough
measures to stop people organising and
stop people rising up?
“If not this year, next year. It’s not
that it ended and we’re waiting for
another ten years.
“There’s nothing that can stop
people’s desire to be free.”
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

WHAT’S ON

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

Socialist Workers Party meetings

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.
We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.
We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or
go to www.swp.org.uk or
phone 020 7840 5602

NO RETURN to backstreet abortions

Roe v Wade—how do we
fight for abortion rights?

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during
the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion,
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with
precautions taken for a safe environment. These also have online access.

BRADFORD
Thu 26 May, 7pm
885-9187-7552

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 25 May, 6:30 pm
290-168-1804

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”.

BRISTOL
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
Kuumba Centre, 20
Hepburn Rd, St Paul’s,
BS2 8UD
688-397-3148

SWANSEA &
WEST WALES
Thu 26 May, 7pm
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Alban’s Rd, Brynmill,
SA2 0BP
902-964-963

ABERDEEN

Patel’s racist Rwanda
plan—why we oppose all
immigration controls
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
BIRMINGHAM

Rosa Luxemburg—opposing
capitalism’s drive to war
Wed 25 May, 7pm
The Warehouse,
54-57 Allison St,
B5 5TH
281-634-5938
BOURNEMOUTH

Can there be a
united Ireland?
Thu 26 May,7.30pm
Friends Meeting House
16 Wharncliffe Rd,
BH5 1AH
895-2934-4614
BRIGHTON & HOVE

Stuff the Jubilee –
why socialists oppose
the monarchy
Thu 26 May,
6.30pm
Friends Meeting
House, Ship St,
BN1 1AF
818-9286-5617

CAMBRIDGE

Why nuclear power
is not the answer
Thu 26 May,
7.30pm
Friends Meeting House,
12 Jesus Ln,
CB5 8BA
630-181-4857
CARDIFF

From the First Wold War
to Vietnam—how people
power ended wars
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD

Inflation and the cost of
living crisis—how can we
make the bosses pay?
Thu 26 May,
7pm
Assembly Rooms,
13/14 Chesterfield Rd,
S40 1AR
828-532-8731
COLCHESTER

Fascism—what it is
and how to fight it
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm
Old Heath Community Centre,
D’Arcy Rd, CO2 8BB
885-9668-6814

WIGAN
Thu 26 May, 7pm
The Old Courts,
Gerrard Winstanley
House, Crawford St,
WN1 1NA
894-2628-7708

 ou can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate
Y
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.
Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings
and other updates.

DEVON & CORNWALL

The cost of living
crisis—how can we
make the bosses pay?
Thu 26 May,
7.30pm
865-2972-2883
EAST MIDLANDS

Marxism, moral panic and
the war on trans people
Wed 25 May, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH

Ending apartheid in
Palestine—the case for a
revolutionary strategy
Wed 25 May,
7.30pm
Friends Meeting House
7 Victoria Terrace,
EH1 2JL
868-9106-9359
GLASGOW

War in Ukraine—is
the Marxist theory of
imperialism still relevant?
Thu 26 May,
7pm
Avant Garde,
34-44 King St,
G1 5QT,
879-2402-3259

HARLOW

Boris Johnson—is the piglet
finally out of grease?
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES

Gun and knife crime—
what’s the solution?
Thu 26 May, 6.30 pm
8341-170-103
KENT

From Number 10 to
Buckingham Palace—
corruption in Britain
Thu 26 May, 8.15 pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE

Why nuclear power
isn’t the answer
Thu 26 May, 7pm
Friends Meeting House,
23 Meeting House Ln,
LA1 1TX
992-204-9372
LEEDS

Why socialists oppose
the monarchy
Thu 26 May, 7pm
The Swarthmore Education
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
881-4770-0676

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Get a copy posted to you
every week for just £5
a month

LONDON: HACKNEY

Stuff the Jubilee—
why socialists oppose
the monarchy
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm
Halkevi Community Centre,
31-33 Dalston Lane, E8 3DF
854-8245-8715

OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY

LONDON: ISLINGTON

From Number 10 to
Buckingham Palace—
corruption in Britain
Wed 25 May, 7pm
861-2001-6477

LONDON: NEWHAM

Is revolution possible
in the 21st century?
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
Somerstown
Community Centre,
Winston Churchill
Ave, PO5 4JJ
488-934-2809

Why don’t trade union
leaders fight back
against the Tories?
Thu 26 May, 7pm
874-012-7970
A rebel’s guide to
Walter Rodney
Wed 25 May, 7pm
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH EAST

Police racism and the state
Thu 26 May, 7pm
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RJ
529-913-6390
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

The US and China—
imperialism and the
shifting balance of power
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
William Morris Community
Centre, E17 6QQ
543-023-057
LONDON:WEST & NORTH WEST

Stuff the Jubilee—
why socialists oppose
the monarchy
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm
630-181-4857

PORTSMOUTH

SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH
YORKSHIRE

Pamphlet launch—
The Shadow Of Stalin
Thu 26 May, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON

Rising energy costs – why
nuclear isn’t the answer
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
YORK & SCARBOROUGH

From the First Wold War
to Vietnam—how people
power ended wars
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
Quaker Meeting House,
Friargate,YO1
827-489-7492

MANCHESTER

System change not climate
change—why we need
revolution to save the planet
Wed 25 May, 7pm
323-178-7151
NORTH EAST SCOTLAND

socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

NORWICH

Why nuclear power
is not the answer
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
Butterfly Cafe, 114A King St,
NR1 1QE
906-652-5299

Why we oppose all
immigration controls
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@
swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955
London E16 9EJ
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Commentary on sexism, love
and being lost in beautiful film
Dark rom-com The Worst Person in the World deserves its critical acclaim,
despite some shortcomings and flawed characterisation, says Sophie Squire
THE WORST Person in the World,
directed by Joachim Trier, paints a
beautiful picture of a woman growing up and making hard choices in
Oslo, Norway.
Julie, (Renate Reinsve), describes
herself as flaky. Early in the film, she’s
a medical student but then switches
to psychology. After that she decides
she’d like to be a photographer.
In the first half of the film everything feels cushioned and safe.
The stakes for Julie are very low.
She doesn’t worry about money
or her career, especially when in a
relationship.
She meets an older man named
Aksel (Anders Danielsen Lie) who
writes a controversial comic book
series.
While their relationship is not full of
confrontation, there are scenes where
Aksel’s deep-set sexist ideas come
through. In one scene Julie insists she
is not ready to have children.
But Aksel wants them and cannot
understand why, at 29, Julie can’t
make up her mind.
Commentary about sexism is littered throughout the film, from a
conversation about mansplaining to
a TV interview with Aksel where he
condemns second wave feminists as
“all the same.”
It does all this with the same gentleness that runs throughout.
You won’t find rage at a sexist
system here, more of a quiet understanding that it is an ever present
factor in women’s lives.

Endearing

Julie is a relatable protagonist in some
ways. Her indecision about where
her life will end up, and her fragility
make her an endearing and likeable
character.
Many of us will chime with her
tears as she walks away from a party
where she doesn’t feel she belongs.
Reinsve’s performance as Julie is
stunning. But her character still feels
slightly like a male writer’s second
hand fantasy of a modern woman.
She’s messy in a curated way,
always cool, with a perfect minimalist wardrobe.
Is this also a commentary on the
pressure women feel to conform to
specific sexist standards? It’s not clear.
And what makes Julie’s character
feel even less authentic is that she
seemingly doesn’t have a single friend.
Despite this there’s plenty to love in
this film. It’s romantic, honest and has
a lot of heart. It undoubtedly deserves
the critical acclaim it’s received.
But it’s OK to ask for even more
from directors like Trier.
The Worst Person in the World is in
cinemas now
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DOCUMENTARY
SHOOTING THE
MESSENGER
At Reporting Palestine events
around Britain

THE KILLING of journalist
Shireen Abu Akleh by
Israeli forces whilst
reporting on raids in Jenin
highlights the enhanced
repression faced by
Palestinians in Israel’s
apartheid state.
It comes just as my
own South Yorkshire
branch of the NUJ
journalists’ union, with
Gaza-based journalists
and Sheffield Palestine
Solidarity Campaign,
has co‑produced a new
film called Shooting the
Messenger. It shows the
bravery of journalists
reporting the truth.
Many Palestinian
journalists have been
attacked, or killed. And no
action was taken for the
attack on the Associated
Press offices in Gaza last
year or when 13 journalists
were killed during the
Gaza war in 2014.
Israel and its allies
also ignored the medical

Shireen Abu Akleh

CAPTION SCHMAPTION bee bop a baption

Picture: Guy Smallman

SCENES FROM the LGBT+ struggle past and present

Inside the first national LGBT+ museum
EXHIBITION

QUEER BRITAIN
2 Granary Square, King’s Cross,
London N1C 4BH. Open Weds—Sun,
12-6pm. Free entry.
Go to queerbritain.org.uk

THIS MUSEUM provides
intimacy, reflection and most
importantly a permanent fixture
for people to share stories, ideas,
and celebrations.
Queer Britain has created an
inclusive space that welcomes
all regardless of sexuality or
gender.
It represents the histories of
so many LGBT+ people that have
previously been hidden from
sight and memory.
Too often representation of
the struggle for LGBT+ people’s

rights is dominated by popular
culture. TV shows such as Drag
Race, pop stars such as Lady
Gaga, and the first same sex
couple in Strictly Come Dancing
have all helped normalise LGBT+
people in the media.
But while we appreciate
that, isn’t it more important to
celebrate the regular person who
has also changed society from
the streets, through protest and
rebellion?
The opening of Queer Britain’s
museum, now provides crucial
space to do just that.
The museum has an
abundance of photographs to
engage with. Some of the themes
they explore include faces of
Britain’s LGBT+ community, past
and present.
These are icons who have

contributed to the fight for
equality, alongside images of
protest and resistance.
They remind us of the
struggles we still have fighting
for liberation. The museum also
explores key political events
in the history of the LGBT+
movement.
The highlight is perhaps the
final room in the museum.
It’s a space to critically
examine the progress we’ve
made while reminding us
that more is still to be done,
particularly in the fight for trans
rights.
I encourage readers to visit the
museum and explore, celebrate,
reflect, and make history by
supporting the Britain’s first
LGBTQ+ museum.
Liam Mayhew

personnel killed during
demonstrations at the
Gaza border fence,
including 21 year old
Rouzan al-Najjar, shot
dead wearing her white
uniform.
The NUJ has condemned
the killing of Shireen
and other attacks against
Palestinian.
The International
Federation of Journalists
said, “If we demand justice
for the Russian targeting
of Ukrainian journalists
we must demand an end
to, and justice for, Israeli
targeting and killings of
Palestinian journalists”.
An international outcry
is demanding the case
be submitted to the
International Criminal
Court. Journalists’ unions
believe it is yet another
deliberate and systematic
targeting of a journalist by
the Israeli army.
Our film will feature
at Reporting Palestine
events around the country.
Solidarity can be built
through direct links—as
we did against apartheid in
South Africa.
Phil Turner
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lmost three
m o n t h s
since Russia
invaded
Ukraine,
the war has
entered a new and even
more dangerous phase.
Gone are hopes of swift
victory on either side.
Instead both sides prepare
for further carnage.
Russia’s Vladimir Putin
believed a devastatingly
rapid offensive could
seize Kiev, eliminate the
Ukrainian government and
install a puppet regime in its
place.
Such bloody and repressive
fantasies quickly evaporated in the face of Ukrainian
r esistance and the multi
ple failures of the Russian
military.
The West, and Ukrainian
leader Volodymyr Zelensky,
then imagined there could be
regime change in Moscow.
This might follow a
collapse of the Russian economy, international isolation
and perhaps a rebellion by
elements of the military.
Instead, for now at least,
sanctions have rallied large
sections of the population
behind Putin, and the regime
is trading at record levels with
countries outside the immediate influence of the US and
Nato.
Now the war has settled into
a horrific drawn-out confrontation, with generals and politicians anticipating this will be a
long conflict.
And more clearly than ever
it is one between rival imperialisms with the threat of all-out
assaults by nuclear-armed
powers.
The West scents an
opportunity to reverse its humiliation in Iraq and Afghanistan.
It plans to humble Russia
and this will be a staging post
to successful confrontation with
China.
It’s a chance to “push Russia
off the world stage”, as one
former US official put it.
On the other side, Putin
believes that the capture of
the whole of the Donbas might
enable him to declare victory
and elevate his own role.

Years

But neither of these aims will
easily be achieved. The war
could go on for many months
or even years—and there’s
no mention of peace talks
anymore.
Russian troops inch forward
in parts of southern and eastern
Ukraine, but then are frequently
driven back by counter-attacks.
Putin’s artillery and rockets
pulverise cities and murder
civilians but still have not ended
all resistance in Mariupol.
Russian forces have not yet
even approached Kramatorsk
and Slovyansk, which are the
best-defended Ukrainian-held
cities in the Donbas.
In an effort to accelerate its
own gains, the US has qualitatively shifted its 
s upport

be the cannon fodder in this
contest.
The new funding brings US
aid for Ukraine in 2022 alone to
over £44 billion. Russia’s entire
military budget for 2021 was
£54 billion.
At the fall of the Berlin Wall,
the US had 200,000 troops in
West Germany. Today, Nato’s
eastern flank, from the Baltics
in the north, down to Bulgaria
on the Black Sea, currently
boast about 330,000 troops.
“Previously unthinkable” is
how one senior alliance official
describes the change in Nato’s
eastern European presence.
Over 40,000 troops are
there now under Nato’s direct
command. That’s ten times
the number on the day before
Putin’s invasion.

Proxy

This is what a proxy war looks
like. The Ukrainian military
acts as an extension of the US
and Nato. Its ability to continue
defeating Russian armies is
wholly dependent on the flow
of Western arms and the provision of US military intelligence.
That makes Zelensky
dependent on Biden, Boris
Johnson and the rest. With
every day the war goes on,
Ukraine becomes more a
vassal of the West and less
independent.
In February the idea that the
war was simply an example of
Ukrainian national resistance
to invasion seemed plausible to
many people.
It was not true then, but
today any element of a war
of liberation against Russian
imperialism is wholly subsumed
by, and subordinated to, Nato’s
war on Russia.

nds on the flow of Western arms
The Ukrainian army wholly depe

NEW PHASE
OF THE WAR T
IN UKRAINE
As the West prepares for a drawn out war with Russia—
sustained by tens of billions of dollars of US military aid to
Ukraine, there can be no more doubt this is now an
inter-imperialist war, writes Charlie Kimber

Lindsey Graham

to Ukraine. The US House of
Representatives last week passed
a $40 billion (£33 billion)
Ukrainian aid package—most
of it for weaponry.
This was even greater than
the enormous £27 billion
that president Joe Biden had
proposed.
It is more than total federal
spending on housing and
homelessness, more than total
state and federal spending
on public health. Yet all six
members of the “squad” of left

‘‘

The apalling
cost of all this
will be laid on
working class
people

Democrats backed the package.
And it won’t stop there.
Senator Lindsey Graham, the
Senate’s top Republican on
the spending panel that funds
foreign aid, said, “Do I think
this will be the last round? No,
I think we’ll be doing this again.
“Who knows where we’re
going to be two months from
now, three months from now.
As long as they’re willing to
fight, we need to help.”
The people of Ukraine, and
the Russian conscripts, will

HE whole claimed
basis of the conflict has openly
changed. It has
moved from
repelling an invasion to launching a war of
conquest.
Ukraine’s foreign m inister
Dmytro Kuleba told the
Financial Times n ewspaper
recently, “the picture of victory
is an evolving concept”.
“In the first months of the war
the victory for us looked like
withdrawal of Russian forces
to the positions they occupied
before 24 February and p
 ayment
for inflicted damage.”
Now, emboldened by
Western arms, “the victory
for us in this war will be the
liberation of the rest of our
territories.”
By this Kuleba means an
offensive to take back the whole
of the Donbas and possibly
Crimea. Either would require a
murderous war against Russia
on what it regards as its own
territory.
Acknowledging the total
incorporation of Ukraine into
the Western alliance, Kuleba
said it was Ukraine’s resistance
that “brought the US and EU
back together”. “They already
feel that our victory will also
be their victory and this is why

I believe they will stand by us,”
he said.
Not content with the
warmongering so far, Johnson
has now hugely extended Nato’s
borders. Last week he signed
a security agreement with
Finland and Sweden.
It offered military support to
both countries in the event of an
attack, even before their possible Nato membership is ratified.
Finland shares an 832-mile
border with Russia. It has now
become a red line for Britain.
Zelensky has stopped talking
about the need for an air exclusion zone because increasingly
he has a land zone of Nato influence stretching around Russia.
Some pundits think this will
be like the Afghan war where
for many years the US and its
allies pumped in support to the
Afghans fighting the occupying
Russian army.
But the US and Nato are
far more directly involved this
time, and can easily be drawn
into the fighting which was
never possible in Afghanistan.
Some Western officials
even reference the trenches
of 1914‑18, where two sides
b attled over an extended

frontline for years.

EYEWITNESS
FOCUS ON
PLACE
HERE
FASCISM

The united front—beating
back Nazis with mass action
The final of our three
columns on fascism
looks at the tried and
tested tactic to win

Armageddon

The Financial Times’ chief
f oreign affairs columnist

Gideon Rachman wrote last
week, “A fight to the finish is
hard to imagine in a nuclear
age—when ‘the finish’ could
be Armageddon.” But, he adds,
neither side can compromise.
“Putin cannot yet accept a
peace deal in which Russia
gains absolutely nothing—in
return for thousands of dead
and wounded soldiers. But
Zelensky cannot accept a peace
settlement that involves ceding
further Ukrainian territory,
beyond Crimea.”
Weaknesses on both sides
could upend the present
stalemate.
Russia’s incursions might
again turn to virtual rout and
the anti-war movement revive,
forcing Putin into a h urried
deal.
Western alliances could
fracture as oil and gas supplies
run short, prices rise further
and domestic opposition breaks
through.
But for now the a ppalling
cost of all this will be laid on
working class people. The
riches for the arms dealers and
the generals mean poverty for
the millions. The smashing of
global supply networks means
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Destruction
left by Russia
in Ukraine (top)
We need much
more anti-war
resistance (above)

hunger across vast swathes of
the world.
At some point, the media will
tire of Ukraine, though they will
not grow weary of pumping out
propaganda.
In 1914 the Polish-German
revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg
wrote, “Mass slaughter has
become the tiresome and monotonous business of the day and
the end is no closer.
“Bourgeois statecraft is held
fast in its own vice. The spirits
summoned up can no longer be
exorcised.”
Just like revolutionaries then,
we need renewed opposition to
imperialist war.
As it hits a new phase we
need a new phase of resistance,
knitting together the opposition
to imperialist slaughter and the
resistance to the strangling of
working class living standards.

READ MORE
lUkraine—no to Russian
invasion, no to Nato
escalation
A Socialist Worker pamphlet
£3

lThe devastation of
Ukraine—NATO, Russia
and imperialism
by Joseph Choonara. Online
at bit.ly/ChoonaraUkraine

lA Rebel’s Guide to Rosa
Luxemburg
by Sally Campbell
£3

Available at Bookmarks,
the socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.

IN OUR last two issues,
we looked at how Nazi
organisation grows and
changes. But—out of
that—we also need to
know how to beat them.
Even when Nazis adopt
electoral strategies—such as
Marine Le Pen in France—
what makes them unique
is that they rely on street
forces to smash the left and
working class organisation.
The response has to be a
tactic that unites working
class organisations and
parties—revolutionaries and
reformists—to beat them.
In other words, it
needs a united front.
This is not a cosy
combination of MPs or an
agreement by revolutionaries
to stop all criticism of
other political forces it
works alongside.
It is a limited, specific
agreement for action—
not just words—in the
streets and workplaces.
In the case of fascism,
it might be to oppose Nazi
growth by confronting their
mobilisations in the streets
and closing down as far as
possible their meetings.
It might also be about
launching mass propaganda
against them inside
the working class.
In Britain, united front
organisation has beaten back
the Nazis time and again.
It beat the Nazi National
Front in the 70s and 80s.
It stopped the BNP on the
streets and in elections in
the 1990s and 2000s.

Attempts

And it has repeatedly
stopped Tommy Robinson’s
attempts to build racist
street movements.
A united front against
fascism today would include
revolutionaries and Labour
Party members, trade unionists
and faith and community
groups to organise in every
town and workplace.
When Nazis march,
the united front should
mobilise to deny them
control of the streets.

THE UNITED front in action against the Nazis

Wherever possible it would
confront them with mass
mobilisations to force them—
physically—off the streets.
When they stand in
elections, the united front
would campaign to expose
and discredit them.
This doesn’t mean that
all the forces involved must
agree, say, on immigration
controls, who everyone should
vote for, or what strategy can
defeat racism more generally.
In fact, because a united
front involves diverse
forces, it’s inevitable there is
disagreement on wider issues.
The revolutionary Leon
Trotsky argued passionately
for a concrete and defensive
alliance in action between
the German Communist Party
and the Labour-type Social
Democrats against Hitler.
He didn’t forget that the
leaders of the social democrats
were responsible for the
murder of revolutionaries
Rosa Luxemburg and
Karl Liebknecht a few
years previously.
But that didn’t remove
the need for all workers and
working class organisations
to act against the fascists.

‘‘

Far from hiding
disagreements,
united fronts
can bring them
out in the open

Far from burying those
disagreements, united fronts
can bring them out into the
open. For revolutionaries,
they’re an opportunity to
prove the power of workers’
action—not parliament—
and exposing the limitations
of reformist leaders.
As Trotsky wrote, it’s a
process of “dragging the
reformists from their asylums
and placing them alongside
ourselves before the eyes
of the struggling masses.”

Confidence

People can draw confidence
from the united front in
their own collective power.
This is what makes the
united front different to
both “squadist” and “popular
front” tactics against Nazis.
The first relies on
small groups of people
committed to confronting
Nazis physically themselves,
rather than mass action.
Meanwhile, popular fronts
focus on electoral alliances
between workers’ parties
and “progressive” liberals.
In practice, it really does
mean burying working class,
socialist politics in the interests
of an electoral alliance
with forces who champion
austerity and racism.
It can even demobilise
the very forces that can beat
the Nazis on the streets.
A united front, on the other
hand, brings that mass action
to the fore. It’s a place where
socialists can argue for—and
prove in practice—the need for
revolutionary organisation.
This is the last in a three-part
series on fascism. For the other
parts go to bit.ly/fascism2022
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New pamphlet aids fight against slaver Geffrye
SIR ROBERT GEFFRYE
AND THE BUSINESS OF
SLAVERY
by Steve Cushion with Stand
Up to Racism and Caribbean
Labour Solidarity, £4

ROBERT GEFFRYE was
human scum. A m
 urderous
slaver, he built his considerable personal empire by
investing in the buying and
selling of human beings.
This pamphlet is valuable
reading for anti-racists who
want to see statues fall and
hit back at the ruling class
who sanitise history for their
own ends.
Geffrye is celebrated at
the Museum of the Home
in Shoreditch, east London,
where his statue looms over
the grounds.
Local residents and
anti‑racist campaigners
have been fighting for years
to oust his image from the
museum.
Author Steve Cushion
makes this case in a new
pamphlet, co-written with
Caribbean Labour Solidarity
and Stand Up To Racism.
Born in 1613, Geffrye
became an investor and
officer in The Royal African
and East India companies

ROBERT GEFFRYE peers out at the Museum of the Home

and was part owner of a slave
ship the China Merchant.
Conditions aboard were a
horror beyond imagination.
The ship, “left the Gold coast
with 555 kidnapped Africans,
of which only 422 survived,”
notes Cushion.
In a later voyage in 1692‑3,
400 Africans were snatched
from the Gold Coast. This
time, just 262 survived the
crossing. But Geffrye reaped

profits—the trip netted him
almost £4 million in today’s
money.
But he was an even bigger
player than simply an investor
profiting off the exploitation,
torture and death.
Geffrye was actually
instrumental in organising
the process of the slave trade.
He supplied ironmongery
to the Navy, so the fleet could
better protect slave ships

from pirates. And he also
got rich trading tobacco—a
product produced exclusively
by slave labour.
Geffrye was part of the
rampant corruption of the
ruling class.
He tried his hand at different roles in politics and
b usiness and used every

opportunity to grow his
personal wealth and connections. Cushion writes that

“many politicians found no
difficulty in using their offices
to enrich themselves and
their cronies. Geffrye was a
past master at operating in
the gaps between politics and
business.
“He combined a profitable
business of a property speculator, slave trader and East
India merchant with being
an accountant, administrator, politician, magistrate and
chief of police.”
The pamphlet also takes
apart any notion that
Geffrye’s charity work is
anything to celebrate.
It notes, “Honour and
reputation were very important to the ruling class of
the 17th and 18th century, so whitewashing and
public memory of a slave
trader would have considered money well spent. Even
in death Geffrye
served his class
well.”
When Geffrye
died, he had
amassed a fortune
almost £30 million
in today’s money.
Some of his
property would
later become the

Sophie Squire

Pamphlet launch at
Bookmarks, Friday
10 June. Available for
£4 plus postage from
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk.
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‘We apologise for the delay’—
Crossrail line finally arrives
The London-spanning Elizabeth line will open on 26 May—three and a half years after the
initial opening date. Sarah Bates argues the chaos of capitalism ruins the potential benefits
CROSSRAIL’S expected arrival
next week comes after years of
chaos, delays and an eye watering
price tag.
It’s made the project—officially
called the Elizabeth line—more
laughing stock than rolling stock.
A huge undertaking, it’s going to
expand London’s underground rail
network by ten percent—the biggest
single upgrade for more than 100
years.
Eventually trains should run every
few minutes across the 188 miles
from Reading to Shenfield in Essex.
Crossrail is the kind of mass
p assenger, low carbon transport
necessary in a society serious about
tackling the climate crisis.
Yet capitalist priorities have dictated the way it’s been implemented
at every stage. It has been shaped by
bloated private contracts, the chaos
of unplanned cities and infrastructure—and the need for profits.

The best use of
£19 billion?
NOBODY knows—
or they are not
saying—how much the
Elizabeth line cost.
A 2020 bailout with
public money took
the official total to a
tidy £18.6 billion, yet
Crossrail bosses want
another £174 million.
The £18.6 billion
could have been spent
on social housing,
health or education—
or on a rational and
sustainable transport
system.

Sill not quite
finished yet

Conflict

The motivation behind Crossrail is
to ship workers into the city from
outlying areas and commuter towns.
This is a plaster for the unplanned
disorder that large cities experience.
It’s a replacement for a rational
housing policy as people are forced
from the inner city due to high rent
and house prices.
And Crossrail adds fuel to the fire
as landlords and property developers hike up rents and house prices
along the route, hoping to cash in on
people who can afford to live close
to a station.
One local estate agent said, “We’ve
had people coming in, most people
have been mentioning the Elizabeth
line. It has been mentioned quite a
lot throughout the past six months or

THE NEW line will transport commuters to central London from Reading and Shenfield, Essex

so—but the interest has come from a
majority of families or people looking
to start a family.”
Crossrail was originally conceived
as a commuter service, yet in the
midst of Covid millions of commuters
are likely to never return to the office.
In February of this year, passenger
numbers on London buses and the
Underground were about 75 percent
of pre-pandemic levels.
Declining passenger numbers is
one of the reasons why plans for a
north-south Crossrail 2 and a Bakerloo
extension have been put on hold.
Also, it probably won’t even make

much difference to those travelling
from Shenfield.
Using Crossrail, passengers will
take 46 minutes to get from there
to Liverpool Street station. Existing
Greater Anglia Trains take only 23
minutes to the same destination now.
Another major consideration is the
environmental cost. Just building the
initial structure, which is predominately made of concrete, belched out
some 1.7 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions.
Yet the company said in 2018
Crossrail is likely to balance out
carbon emissions by around 9 to

13 years after opening. And it said,
“Once the railway is operational,
there will be annual savings in the
order of 70,000 to 225,000 tonnes of
CO2, largely due to the displacement
of car journeys and replacement of
diesel trains on the existing network.”
Crossrail is an example of how even
the best, most climate-friendly initiatives can be contorted and spat out by
the chaotic system of private profit.



What’s your story?
Email with your ideas
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

DELAYS were
common on
Crossrail. It was
originally scheduled to
open in December 2018,
yet the route will remain
unfinished until at least
2023. On the grand
opening day passengers
will have to change twice
to travel the full line.
New boss Mark
Wild has blasted the
original opening date
as “fantasy”. Yet he also
missed his own deadline
of March 2021.

Workers fought for their rights during construction

The gravy train
departed earlier

IT’S TAKEN 55,000
workers to build
Crossrail, and when there’s
that much exploitation,
there’s going to be
resistance.
At one point, the
biggest infrastructure
project in Europe,
Crossrail construction
has thrown up battles
between workers and
bosses since the start.
There have been
fights over bonuses, pay
and safety concerns.
But the repression of
trade union activity on the

IT’S not a mystery
where some money
is travelling—straight
into the bosses’ pockets.
Mark Wild, Crossrail
chief executive officer,
was paid a total of
£447,853 in the 2020-21
financial year.
More than 450
Crossrail and TfL fat
cats grabbed more
than £100,000 in the
same period. And 90
bosses trousered some
£6.2 million in “golden
goodbyes”—an average
of £70,000 each.

sites has been the longest
running contention.
During the period of
Crossrail’s construction,
industry giants were
found to have been
systematically colluding
to blacklist trade union
activists over many years.
But action by
workers, including
those campaigning to
save blacklisted rep
Frank Morris, won
important victories.
He was able to
return to the site after
workers built pressure

Workers dig the tunnel

by occupying sites, and
organising protests.
In 2016, 60 workers
at the site in Tottenham
Court Road, central

London, occupied the
canteen and stopped work.
They were furious that
Laing O’Rourke wouldn’t
negotiate with their

unions and wouldn’t
recognise their steward.
Workers struck to
stop bosses forcing Terry
Wilson, their steward, off
the project. “They want
to transfer me completely
off Crossrail”, said Terry.
“It’s an attempt to chop
the head off the snake
and hope everyone else
crumbles. But this is an
attack on everyone and
an attack on the union.”
Workers also reacted
angrily when their
colleagues suffered
severe injuries.
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IN BRIEF

REPORTS
BINS

DELIVEROO

Firefighters demand
a better pay fight
FIREFIGHTERS HAVE
demanded their union leaders
adopt a new strategy over pay.
Delegates at the FBU union’s
conference last week defeated
union leaders in a debate.
It came after union leaders
signed up to a 1.5 percent pay
deal in 2021.
Fire authorities have also
gradually made firefighters
take on extra duties as part of
pay deals.
Delegates at the conference
passed a motion that said this
“has not yet yielded a positive
outcome nor an increase in
firefighter pay.”

Strike could stuff
jubilee celebrations
TUBE STATION staff at Green
Park and Euston say they will
strike for 24 hours on 3 June
to fight back against a culture
of bullying, and intimidation.
If it goes ahead, the strike
will hit the remainder of the
jubilee bank holiday, at the
nearest station to Buckingham
Palace celebrations.

Ballot to take wind
out of victimisation
WORKERS AT a wind farm
company—Orsted Walney
Operations—are balloting
for strikes over the
victimisation of a worker
who raised health and safety
issues.
The RMT union says bosses
withheld the worker’s pay for
nine months and that he was
subjected to personal ridicule.

Ballot to down tools
in Doncaster
RAIL MAINTENANCE workers
at Wabtec in Doncaster are
voting on strikes over the
company’s fire and rehire
plans.
More than 150 workers
in the Unite union face cuts
in breaks and working extra
hours for no extra pay.
Additionally, the company
is pushing a two-year pay deal
below inflation. The ballot
continues until next Monday.

New outsourcing
pay fight in NHS
GMB UNION members that
work as cleaners, domestics
and porters at St George’s
hospital in south London have
voted to strike over pay.
They are subcontracted to
notorious outsourcer Mitie.
The union plans a series
of 24-hour strikes starting
on Tuesday 30 May at 7am.
Further action is scheduled for
6 and 7 June.

Workers win a
decent pay rise
OVER 300 ground handlers
employed by Menzies Aviation
at Gatwick Airport have
secured a 10 percent pay rise.
The Unite union says
workers have overwhelmingly
accepted the deal.

GMB’s sweetheart deal
undermines workers’ fight

AGENCY WORKERS support the strike in Rugby

Picture: Sean Leahy

Rugby refuse workers
ready to keep fighting
by SOPHIE SQUIRE
REFUSE WORKERS in Rugby
have vowed to keep on striking
until their demands are met.
Strikes by Unite union
members began on 26 April
and were set to finish last
week, but now could run until
15 June. Workers rejected an
initial offer as it didn’t meet
expectations.
Street cleansers, HGV lorry
drivers and loaders have all
joined the fight to demand that
Rugby council offers them an
improved pay deal.
Workers are also angry that
their pay is among the lowest
compared with others in
neighbouring councils.
Around 50 percent of the
strikers are agency workers
that Unite recruited during
the dispute. Campaigning
has resulted in the council
employing these workers in a

banking system, cutting out
the agency.
Jacob, the Unite agency
workers’ rep, said, “After a
year of doing nothing the
blame for rubbish piling up
across Rugby lies squarely with
the Tory-controlled Borough
Council.”
lTHE THREAT of six
days of strikes has forced
bosses at the North
Somerset Environment
Company to offer workers
a revised pay deal.
Around 100 refuse
workers, who are members
of the GMB union, voted
to strike earlier this year.
Refuse workers in
Wealden in Sussex were
offered the same pay offer
by outsourcer Biffa on their
third week of strikes.
And there was confusion
after the bosses said
they were committed to

negotiations with workers.
So far Biffa has not met
with the GMB union, despite
being asked three times.
Mark Turner, GMB B50
Branch Secretary, explained
that the old offer “isn’t
worth a penny” to workers.
Workers gathered for a
rally and blocked lorries
from leaving the Amberstone
depot on Saturday. Strikes
could continue until 11 June.
And bin workers
on the Isle of Wight
could also strike.
Members of the GMB
union, outsourced to Amey,
want a pay rise to £12.50
an hour for loaders and
pickers, and drivers want
£13.25 an hour. HGV drivers
are asking for £15 an hour.
Ballots will close on 27 May.
Across Britain, refuse
workers are continuing to
fight impressive battles
against paltry pay.

IN A disgraceful move,
Deliveroo and the GMB
union have signed a
deal allowing bosses
to undermine workers
organising over pay,
terms and conditions.
The new voluntary
partnership agreement,
announced on Thursday,
makes GMB the only union
recognised by the company.
But it’s the IWGB union
that has organised Deliveroo
workers since 2016.
Deliveroo founder Will Shu
was “delighted to partner
with the GMB”, claiming it
would give “self‑employed
riders flexibility, guaranteed
earnings, representation
and benefits”.
The GMB heralded
the deal as “historic”
for workers—and GMB
national officer Mick Rix
even said that Deliveroo
deserved “praise”.
The IWGB union has
led Deliveroo workers
in several successful
campaigns for better pay
and conditions since 2016.
It pointed out that, until
now, Deliveroo bosses
have wholly refused to
negotiate with workers
or their unions.
For several years,
the IWGB has fought
Deliveroo in court to be
able to represent workers

in collective bargaining.
But three court of appeal
judges have thrown out the
IWGB’s case, and denied
Deliveroo riders worker
status under law claiming
they are “self-employed”.
The IWGB said,
“Deliveroo has cynically
made this backroom deal
with the GMB, which has
no record of organising
couriers and presents no
threat to their exploitative
business practices.
“Deliveroo is undermining
the efforts of couriers to
pursue their rights through
the courts, to organise for
a voice at work, and to
improve their working lives.
This isn’t the first time
bosses have made rotten
deals with union leaders
to try and crush effective
workers’ activity.
Taxi service Uber and
GMB signed a union
recognition deal last year.
But it didn’t give workers
a real voice or allow them to
collectively bargain over pay.
Workers say their
working conditions have
not improved since its
signing and, in many
cases, have worsened.
Workers’ action—
crucially strikes—can force
Deliveroo bosses to bend
to workers’ demands, not
unions cosying up to bosses.

SCHOOLS

ANTI-RACISM

Demands for justice for Sheku Bayoh
AROUND 200 protesters from across
Scotland gathered at Festival Square,
Edinburgh, on Tuesday of last week to
show support for the family and friends
of Sheku Bayoh. They are demanding
the truth about what happened to Sheku
in Kirkcaldy, Fife, on 3 May 2015 when
he died after contact with the police.
His family says he is
“Scotland’s George Floyd”.
Now a public inquiry has begun
hearings into the police behaviour and
whether race played a part in Sheku’s
death while police restrained him.
The family’s solicitor Aamer Anwar said,
“Unlike George Floyd it wasn’t one police
officer restraining Sheku but at least seven
police officers. And unlike George Floyd’s
case, no police officer has ever faced
trial for the Sheku’s death in custody.”
As the inquiry opened, Stand Up To
Racism supporters, trade unionists and
anti-racists took the knee. They were
remembering the thousands of black
people across the world who have
been murdered by police officers—who
were then protected by the state.

One local anti-racist activist, Farida,
told Socialist Worker, “We can’t let Sheku
Bayoh just be another name of the many
people of colour murdered by police.”
Anwar said there were “repeated
attempts to criminalise, stereotype and
smear” Sheku. Anwar added, “The first
officers on the scene subjected Sheku
to CS spray and the use of batons.
“He was face down on the ground
in less than 50 seconds, he was
restrained by up to seven officers.
“He was handcuffed and had ankle and
leg restraints applied to him. Within minutes
he had stopped breathing and then died.
His body was covered with over 24 separate
lacerations, cuts, bruises, and a broken rib.”
At the end of the first day of the inquiry,
the family said, “Sheku Bayoh is not by any
means the first man to die in police custody.
“But if anything we hope that if Sheku’s
name does not fade from memory, but
that one day the name Sheku will leave
a legacy his children can be proud of.”
It’s vital that anti-racists continue to put
pressure on the inquiry to admit the truth.
Daniel, Jake and Yasmin in Edinburgh

Solidarity at John Fisher	

Picture: Guy Smallman

Strikes across London
WORKERS AT five schools
and colleges across east
and south London are
fighting back over pay,
workplace conditions and
LGBT+ education.
NEU union members
at John Fisher school in
Purley, south London,
have completed six
days of strikes after the
archdiocese cancelled
a visit by LGBT+ author
Simon James Green.
The workers are fighting
for the governors to be
reinstated after they were
sacked by the archdiocese
for protesting against the
decision.
Meanwhile, around 50
workers at Coulsdon Sixth
Form College in Croydon,
south London, walked out
for three days this week—

and plan three more days
next week. Their action
came after management
refused to honour nationally
agreed pay awards.
There are three disputes
in Waltham Forest, east
London.
Teachers at Walthamstow
Primary Academy continue
their dispute by walking out
for three days each week.
They are now preparing for
six more days of strikes.
Cleaners at Connaught
School for Girls walked out
for three days this week
over a TUPE transfer. It
won’t protect their terms
and conditions indefinitely.
Staff at Chingford
Foundation school have won
better workload, pay and
conditions after threatening
to strike.

Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
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Oxford strikers won’t
settle for mini wages
by SHAUN DOHERTY and
JULIE SIMMONS

A BIG and militant strike
in Oxford was set to see
more action on Tuesday
this week.
But strikes were then
pulled after bosses tabled a
new offer.
The Rudolph and Hellman
workers, who handle compo‑
nents for BMW’s Mini plant in
Cowley, struck for higher pay
on Tuesday last week.
With Unite union flags
flying and a sound system blar‑
ing in defiance, 200 w
 orkers
showed how to respond to the
cost of living crisis.
Around 100 strikers
mounted a picket line on
Tuesday morning and cre‑
ated an atmosphere of
militancy—and the same
number of pickets turned out
in the evening.
They caused significant
disruption to the production
line.
Unite membership has
increased during the dispute
as workers realise that the
union can make a difference.
Workers are angry at
bosses’ determination to
defer any pay increases. A
common response on the
picket line was, “We don’t

SCOTTISH LECTURERS

Unite general secretary
Sharon Graham said, “It’s
not acceptable for BMW to
be making profits off the
backs of low paid supply
chain workers Rudolph and
Hellman.
“BMW needs to come back
with a fresh deal that reflects
our members’ rapidly rising
living costs.”
Now a new offer has been
forthcoming.
But it is very unlikely to
match fully the rate of price
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SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE

Step up indy militancy
after the Glasgow demo
by HECTOR SIERRA
UP TO 5,000 people joined an
All Under One Banner march
for Scottish independence
in Glasgow last Saturday.
The theme of this march
was “defend our NHS”.
The independence marches
have been much smaller in the
last two years than in the past.
The ones this year however,
in Paisley, Arbroath and
Glasgow, have been in the
thousands rather than the
hundreds.
The gains by the Scottish
National Party (SNP) in the
recent council elections show
support for the break-up of the
British state is still strong.
The SNP says a new
independence referendum will
happen in 2023. However, few
in the movement believe this.
More realistically, the SNP
will attempt for a third time
to politely request permission
from Westminster to allow

a new vote. This will almost
certainly be refused by Boris
Johnson’s government, but it
will allow the SNP leadership
to claim that they have tried.
Saturday’s march is still a far
cry from the massive marches
in Glasgow or Edinburgh
before the pandemic. But the
fact that bigger numbers of
activists are taking to the streets
can potentially become an
obstacle to the SNP’s do-nothing
strategy.
To have a future, the
Scottish independence
movement will have to
embrace more militant tactics
and continue to tap into class
issues. These can mobilise
and enthuse working class
supporters.
Independence has to
encompass ridding Scotland
of nuclear weapons and
militarism, tackling the climate
crisis and challenging the
onslaught on living standards.
Otherwise it offers nothing to
working class people.

ROYAL MAIL

ON THE Rudolph and Hellmann picket line in Oxford last week

want it tomorrow or the day
after we want it now.” One
striker, Camilla, told Socialist
Worker that she was strik‑
ing for her future and an
above‑inflation pay rise.
The strike sees black and
white workers united. And—
although it’s predominantly
male—young women are
central to the strike.
In a ballot before the
strike, workers voted 91 per‑
cent to reject the pay offer
with a 98 percent turnout

Socialist Worker

increases and the further
surges that are set for the rest
of the year.
The militancy and unity
on the picket line last week
could have been used to win
a real success.
It’s great to see more
strikes, and workers are
ready for action as their living
standards are strangled.
But it’s also important
those strikes aren’t finished
as soon as a new offer comes
forward.

Ready for a ballot in post
ROYAL MAIL workers have
held large workplace and
gate meetings across
Britain to get ready for a
fight over pay.
Members of the CWU
union met as their leaders
go through final talks
with bosses, demanding a
“no‑strings attached pay
rise”.
Bosses at Royal Mail

UNIVERSITIES

put forward a pay increase
of just 3.5 percent—well
below the rate of inflation—
coupled with attacks on
working conditions.
Union leaders say they
will launch a national strike
ballot if bosses don’t back
down at the end of a four
week negotiating period
It’s important the action
begins as soon as possible.

LEISURE WORKERS

Scottish lecturers dig in Stop the betrayals by UCU leaders Victory on
to win over pay demands
fire & rehire
SCOTTISH college lecturers
in the EIS union have been
taking action for a month
now over the last year’s
pay claim. They are striking
from one to two days per
week.
The extraordinary rise
in inflation means that
in relative terms the gap
between our demands and
the employers’ offer is not
great.
But this dispute has
become a trial of strength
on the part of the employers
who are out to avenge
successful strike action by
the Fela section of EIS over
several years.
We are now digging in,
combining on-going strikes
with action short of strike
action including withholding
results.
Our determination is
bolstered by the knowledge
that college principals have
awarded themselves huge

pay rises, some reaching tens
of thousands of pounds. Yet
they insist that there is no
money for lecturers.
Meanwhile the Scottish
government is sitting on a
£580 million underspend
when it would cost just
£1.5 million more to meet
the lecturers’ claim in full.
The 5,000 college
lecturers are in the same
union as Scottish teachers
which is 55,000 strong.
The EIS has not paid
any strike pay as yet but
hopefully this will be done
soon.
That would send a clear
message to the employers
that they cannot win a
protracted fight.
Despite the difficulties in
the dispute, a whole swathe
of colleges shut down each
day we strike, and time is
running out for students to
receive results.
Penny Gower

THE UCU union has told
university bosses the
dates of a marking and
assessment boycott.
But it has not backed this
up by scheduling strikes.
Without the threat of strikes,
managements will impose
punitive wage deductions in
retaliation for the boycott.
Members of the 40
branches that voted to take
action over the four fights—
pay, workload, contracts
and equalities—and cuts
to the USS pension scheme
received an email from UCU
leader Jo Grady on Friday.
It stated a marking
and assessment boycott
would begin next week.
But this is very, very late.
UCU Left, which Socialist
Worker supports, wrote,
“We urgently need detailed
instructions and guidance on
how to carry out a boycott.
And we need a campaign
of fundraising in branches
to support members whose
pay will be docked.
“If this doesn’t happen,
it will be clear that the

general secretary and the full
time officials are trying to
undermine the possibility of
action taking place this term.
“Having lost the argument
for a lengthy pause in
the action, the general
secretary is now trying to
achieve the same result
through delay, confusion
and demoralisation.”
This would be a green
light for employers to
launch new attacks.
At De Montfort
university in Leicester,
the vice chancellor
recently announced a new
restructuring that would
make 58 staff redundant.
And at Staffordshire
university, bosses are
attempting to bring in
a two-tier workforce.
Activists must fight to make
every opportunity for action
as powerful as possible. But
they also need to demand
a new strategy. And at the
union’s congress in June,
workers must bring their
anger against the general
secretary into the open.

nWORKERS AT Richmond
upon Thames College, in
south London, are set to
strike for five days over
plans to sack all 127
teachers at the college
and force them to reapply
for their jobs on worse
terms and conditions.
The action is set to
take place from Monday
to Friday next week.

nUCU MEMBERS at Furness
College in Cumbria were set
to strike this Wednesday after
rejected management’s pay
offer of a 1 percent “rise”.
nSIX FURTHER education
colleges were set to
strike over pay in north
west England this week.
Action was planned on
Wednesday at Burnley
College, Bury College,
City of Liverpool College,
Hopwood Hall, and Nelson
and Colne College Group.
Then on Friday a strike
was scheduled at The
Manchester College.
Sophie Squire

LEISURE workers in
Sandwell, West Midlands,
are celebrating a
victory this week.
Their employer, the
Sandwell Leisure Trust,
announced that it will return
the workers to national
pay, terms and conditions.
The board of the
trust announced the
decision last Friday.
It reverses the fire and
rehire of staff that took
place back in March 2021.
The Unison union has
been in dispute with the
trust for 20 months over
the fire and rehire.
This involved strikes,
lobbies of councillors, and
a demonstration outside
the new Commonwealth
Games Aquatic Centre.
Sandwell Unison branch
secretary Tony Barnsley said,
“This decision is great news
for all the staff working at
Sandwell Leisure Trust.”
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Racist ‘Section 60’ stop and search expanded again

PATEL HANDS COPS
EVEN MORE POWERS
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

HATED HOME Secretary Priti
Patel is handing back police stop
and search p
 owers taken away
by her Tory predecessor Theresa
May.
And she’s expanding them so
even more people face the humiliation of being searched on the street
for no reason.
It’s part of an ongoing attempt to
criminalise protest and black people
in particular.
That means even more repressive
legislation is coming, and so is
the implementation of the Police,
Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act.
Patel this week announced
permanent changes to use of the
notorious Section 60 of the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Act.
Existing rules give police the right
to search people without reasonable
grounds in a particular area when a
senior officer says serious violence
is expected.

Inspector

But that has now changed. After
Patel’s announcement even a low
ranking police inspector can declare
that serious violence “may” occur
and that will be enough to declare
a Section 60 area.
The changes also extend the
length of time the powers can be
in force from 15 to 24 hours—
and they can now be extended to
48 hours instead of the previous 39.
The Tories say that changing the
rules is essential to prevent gun and
knife crime. But the government’s
own data shows that’s not true.
Some 99 percent of Section 60 stop
and searches do not find weapons.
The blanket nature of the power
means thousands of innocent people
are being searched every year.
In the year ending 31 March
2020, just 698 arrests were made
as the result of 18,081 searches.
That’s an arrest rate of just
4 percent.
The government’s own study of
a police operation where use of
section 60 was increased nine-fold
found “no statistically significant
crime-reducing effect from the large

Priti Patel ramps up racism

EAST LONDON cops confronted by crowds after arresting a delivery driver for immigration offences last week

Hundreds confront police immigration raid
ANGRY PROTESTERS chased
away cops attempting to
carry out an immigration
raid in Hackney, east London,
on Saturday of last week.
Hundreds of people fought
back against the police
forcing them to give up and
go home. They chanted,
“Fuck the police,” and,
“Scum,” and, “Let them go.”
Earlier in the day, delivery
riders reported that swarms
of police officers had begun
intimidating them and
were questioning workers
about whether they had
insurance and licenses.
When the police
attempted to arrest a rider
for “immigration offences”,
people moved in to stop it.
Claire, a local activist,
described to Socialist Worker
how the protest quickly grew.
“We came out of a shop,
and there was already a crowd
of people trying to stop a van

that had a delivery driver in
it from leaving,” she said.
“After call outs were
put on social media, many
people were joining from
the street as well. The
crowds were very diverse.

De-arrest

“People were trying to
de-arrest the drivers who
had already been arrested.
“I know two were able
to get away. At one point
protesters even tried to
pick up a cop car with
the cops inside.”
A statement from Hackney
police complained about
how they were confronted
by a spontaneous crowd.
“As officers weren’t to arrest
him for these [immigration]
offences a crowd gathered and
tried to stop them,” it said. It
complained “efforts on social
media to summon people to
the area specifically to obstruct

offices, suggesting the incident
was an ‘immigration raid’.”
The statement said “a
number of officers were
assaulted” and “police vehicles
were also damaged”.
Claire said, “The cops
were being brutal. I was
thrown against a wall by
a cop, and I saw an older
woman thrown to the ground.
Another guy was repeatedly
punched in the head.”
A video shared widely
on social media shows this
incident in great detail.
But Claire said that the
police in Dalston were
rendered virtually powerless
by the big crowds “What stood
out for me was just how weak
the police were,” she said.
“They called for
reinforcements, but it still
wasn’t enough. And they
were forced to run away.”
A longer version of this article is
online at socialistworker.co.uk

increase in weapons searches.”
Section 60 does not cut knife
crime, but it does increase racism.
Black people are 18 times more
likely to face stop and search under
Section 60 rules.
The reality of terrifying and
c onstant police searches was

detailed in a report by the
Independent Office for Police
Conduct (IOPC) earlier this year.
A black teenager told the IOPC
that he had been searched more
than 60 times in just two years.
Another 14 year old detailed how
the police handcuffed them as they
walked through a cemetery.
The move to expand Section 60
comes amid growing anger at police
over the use of stop and search on
children. The “Child Q” case of a girl
stripped searched by police in her
east London school has led to many
more similar stories emerging.
Next month the Stand Up To
Racism campaign organisation is
organising a conference called,
“After Child Q, Racist Police Out Of
Our Schools”.
It aims to bring together pupils,
parents and anti-racist campaigners
to launch a campaign against racist
policing. Weyman Bennett, co-convenor of Stand Up To Racism, said,
“Our civil rights are being eroded
and thrown in the bin by Priti Patel.”
He is right. We must build more
resistance to the cops’ racism.
After Child Q, Racist Police Out Of Our
Schools conference. Saturday 11 June,
11am -5pm, Stoke Newington School,
London N16 9EX. For details see
standuptoracism.org.uk
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