
TORIES AND BOSSES DO 
NOTHING AS BILLS SOAR

THEY DON’T
 CARE IF
 PEOPLE
 DIE
WE NEED MORE STRIKES AND RESISTANCE NOW

THE SCALE of the social devastation 
coming soon is clear for all to see.

As the winter fuel price cap rises 
and bills soar again, many will 
be forced to choose between 
heating or eating.

Widespread hunger, sickness 
and even deaths are inevitable. 
And our rulers don’t care.

Bosses are determined to pro‑
tect profits—and their own fat 

pay packets. Meanwhile, Tory  leadership 
contenders Rishi Sunak and Liz 

Truss squabble over which of their 
schemes is “truly Conservative”. 
Nobody in this rotten gov‑
ernment is taking the emer‑
gency measures so urgently 
required. There must be a 
bigger fightback now.

>>Pages 4&5 and 6
Left out in the cold this winter

SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
Israel’s new terror assault on Gaza >>Page 20

RAIL WORKERS
HEAD BACK TO
PICKET LINES

...and others are set 
to join them  >>Page 3
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WILDCATS SPEAK OUT

Unofficial strike 
wave engulfs 
Amazon centres
WORKERS demanding 
better pay are taking on 
the company owned by 
the world’s richest man.

Wildcat strikes and 
sit‑ins hit centres in Tilbury, 
Coventry, Bristol, Leicester and 
Rugeley. And in other places 
workers launched go‑slows.

They explain why they’re 
angry in Socialist Worker. 
>>Page 4

COPS

The Met police  
strip-searched 
650 children
POLICE IN London 
are strip‑searching 
children on a vast scale, 
with black children 
targeted in particular.

The Met have 
searched around 650 
children over two years, 
disproportionately targeting 
black boys. This is state 
sanctioned child abuse.
>>Page 7

KEIR STARMER

‘We’re turning 
our back on the 
Labour Party’ 
AN INCREASE in strikes 
comes as Labour’s leaders 
run away from solidarity and 
struggle. And the crisis is 
about more than Keir Starmer.

People who have broken 
with Labour talk about their 
decision, and what should 
come next. 
>>Page 17
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It’s half a century after  a ban, 
but lead pipes are still killers 
MORE THAN 50 years after the 
installation of lead pipes was made 
illegal in Britain, millions of homes 
still have antiquated plumbing 
made of the toxic metal.

This increases the risk of brain 
damage to children in particular. 

Although no new lead pipes have been 
installed in Britain for half a century, 
they are still “prevalent” in  properties 
built before that time across all regions, 
according to water  regulator Ofwat.

It has allowed companies to raise 
£186 million from customer bills to 
tackle the problem. 

But the industry estimates that almost 
a quarter of the 25 million domestic 
properties across England and Wales 
still have some lead pipes in their supply 
network.

Lead exposure, which can also come 
from old paints and contaminated soils, 
also increases the risk of miscarriage, 
pre-term births, depression, chronic 

kidney disease and heart attacks in 
adults.

The World Health Organisation said, 
“There is no level of exposure to lead 
that is known to be without harmful 
effects.” The European Union drinking 

water directive, passed last year, halved 
the allowed level in water from 10mcg 
to 5mcg per litre. 

But in Britain there are no plans to adopt 
a tighter standard for lead,  according to 
the Drinking Water Inspectorate, which is 
part of the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs.

A government-commissioned study 
last year said the present approach 
would not enable water companies to 
meet a revised lead water level of 5mcg 
per litre or lower by 2040. 

Thames Water, Britain’s biggest 
water company, said that in London 
the  hardness of the water helps protect 
residents.

Water companies reduce lead 
 exposure from drinking water by adding 
orthophosphate, which reduces the 
amount of lead that dissolves into water. 

But phosphorous is also a pollutant, 
causing algal growths that can kill fish 
through starving them of oxygen.

lTHE WEST and China could “miscalculate
our way into nuclear war”, Britain’s

national security adviser warned recently.
Sir Stephen Lovegrove  raised the prospect of 

an “uncontrolled conflict” between China and the 
West. He said the world was entering a “dangerous 
new age of proliferation”, with threats from genetic 
weapons, space-based systems and lasers.

Lovegrove told the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies that existing nuclear 
states were spending on new “warfighting”’ 
nuclear systems. China has 350 nuclear 
warheads, compared with the US’s 5,600. 
Lovegrove? Dr Strangelove perhaps?

93-year-old dies after 
cops use Taser on him 
TWO POLICE officers 
involved in firing a 
Taser at a 93 year old 
man in a wheelchair 
are being investigated 
for manslaughter after 
the man’s death.

Donald Burgess, who 
had one leg and had 
dementia, died last 
month, three weeks after 
being hit by the Taser. 

The cops went to a care 
home in St Leonards‑on‑Sea 
after reports that a 
resident had a knife.

One of the officers used 
an incapacitant spray 
and a baton. Another 
officer then fired a Taser.

Burgess was handcuffed 
and taken to hospital, 
where he remained until 

his death. In June police 
stunned Oladeji Adeyemi 
Omishore with a Taser 
by police. He went into 
the River Thames and 
subsequently died.

In February, the IOPC 
cop watchdog ruled that 
a Met officer who shot a 
ten‑year‑old girl with a 
Taser should face gross 
misconduct proceedings.

Workers have been 
boiling over at P&O 
IT’S NO surprise one of 
the worst places to work 
during the recent searing  
heat was P&O Ferries.

A message seen by 
Private Eye magazine 
from a senior captain 
on the company’s Pride 
of Canterbury cross 
Channel ferry last 
week revealed that the 
ship’s air conditioning 
had not worked since 
3 July. The temperature 
in some living cabins 
was “about 40C”.

In passenger areas, 
where many were 
required to work, it 
was “about 38C”. 

The result was that 

“crew members cannot 
sleep, they come for 
duty exhausted”.

These crew include 
workers on less than 
£4 per hour for their basic 
shift. Meanwhile those 
in the air-conditioned 
P&O boardroom are led 
by Peter Hebblethwaite, 
the £325,000-a-year—
plus bonuses—chief 
executive. He deliberately 
broke employment law in 
sacking 800 seafarers.

Meanwhile the Tories’ 
supposed horror at 
P&O’s action didn’t stop 
the Ministry of Defence 
using the firm to support 
a recent military exercise.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I was hoping this 
would be a really 
good time for a 
genuine battle of 
ideas. I’m a little 
disappointed’
George Holt, Campaigns, 
Elections and Training lead 
at the Young Conservative 
Network

‘Whoever 
does win this 
leadership 
election is going 
to get annihilated 
over the next 
couple of years’
Jasmin Cogin, another Young 
Conservative 

‘We inherited 
a bunch of 
formulas that 
shoved all the 
funding into 
deprived urban 
areas. I started 
the work of 
undoing that’
Rishi Sunak, Tory leadership 
hopeful, tells Conservatives in 
Tunbridge Wells how they will 
get more money

‘I can absolutely 
rule that out’
Tory leadership candidate 
Liz Truss on holding a general 
election—which may mean 
she’s thinking of having one

‘Keir was 
unaware the 
field’s value had 
increased above 
the declarable 
limit’
Labour Party spokesperson 
on why Keir Starmer had 
not registered a field worth 
tens of thousands of pounds. 
The parliamentary standards 
commissioner found he 
breached the MPs’ code of 
conduct by failing to register 
eight interests
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THE International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has told 

European governments to be 
flint-faced and to pass on rising 
energy costs to consumers.

It camouflages its opposition 
to price controls and subsides by 
saying that is wants to encourage 
“energy saving”.

States “should allow the full 
increase in fuels costs to pass to 
end users”, the assistant director 
in the IMF’s European department 
said.

Ferrari drives 
off to new riches
FERRARI, ONE of the car 
makers to the super-rich, 
has netted record quarterly 
profits and raised its 
forecasts for the year.

It becomes the latest 
luxury or supercar maker 
to post bumper earnings, 
after both Lamborghini and 
Bentley reported record 
profitability.

The number of cars 
Ferrari sold rose 29 percent 
to 3,455, while net profit 
rose by 22 percent to 
£210 million.

Ferrari now expects 
revenues of £4.25 billion for 
the year and pre-tax profits 
of £1 billion.

The company said it is 
charging more for current 
models, and rich customers 
are paying for additional 
features.

Most of the growth 
during the three months 
came from deliveries of the 
Portofino M and F8 models. 
Deliveries were driven by 
a 62 per cent rise in sales 
in the Americas region to 
1,053 cars, and more than 
doubling of sales to China, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Bentley has broken its 
overall annual profit record 
within the first six months of 
2022, despite having almost 
closed its factory three 
times. It posted profits of 
£333 million. 

That’s more than the 
record of £326 million for 
the whole of 2021.

Cops pay up for 
unionist arrest
THE MET police has issued 
a written apology and paid 
£3,000 in compensation to 
Franck Magennis, former 
head of the UVW union’s 
legal department. 

Cops arrested him on 
a picket line outside St 
George’s University Hospital 
in south London in January 
2020.

The police had turned 
up in large numbers, 
distributed leaflets on 
behalf of the university and 
threatened the workers and 
union officials with arrest 
unless they left the campus.

They detained and 
handcuffed Franck when 
he enquired about the legal 
basis for the warning.

In the apology from 
Inspector Andy O’Donnell 
of the Directorate of 
Professional Standards, the 
Met apologised to Franck. 

It regretted “the way you 
were treated when you were 
arrested, put in handcuffs 
and searched”, and said 
“the level of service has 
fallen below the requisite 
standard”.

The police also agreed 
to pay UVW £2,000 in 
compensation.

Lead can be lethal

Dr Strangelove

Donald Burgess



NHS workers start the 
votes on key pay strikes
UNIONS representing hundreds 
of thousands of NHS workers in 
England and Wales are this week 
starting a series of ballots for 
strikes over pay.

The Tory government has 
imposed a flat rate increase of 
just £1,400 a year, which for most 
workers will be an effective pay cut.

The Unite union, which 
represents laboratory staff and 
others, has just begun a five-week 
consultative ballot and asked its 
members to vote for industrial 
action.

The nurses’ RCN will ballot for 
strikes from 15 September with a 

recommendation that members 
vote yes.

And, the giant Unison union is 
balloting for strikes—but not until 
27 October.

The battle is now on to ensure 
the biggest possible turnout and 
the largest yet yes vote for strikes.

In Scotland, where the offer is a 
tiny 5 percent rise—a big pay cut—
the results of unions’ consultative 
ballots on the offer were due on 
Friday this week.

The only way to stop the 
destruction of the NHS, and 
chronic understaffing, is to back 
the fight of those who work for it.

Coordinate 
action to 
hit Tories
RAIL WORKERS have been 
given strength by huge waves 
of solidarity from other trade 
unionists and activists.

Network Rail worker 
Andy said the support is 
“overwhelming”, adding 
that “it’s nothing that we 
expected”. 

He believes the solidarity 
has strengthened the mood 
among his colleagues to win.

“The Tories now have to 
think twice about attacking 
us because there’s an army of 
people behind us.”

But to make the strikes 
stronger, they ought to be 
coordinated. 

Union leaders from RMT, 
Aslef, TSSA and Unite should 
call out every rail worker on 
the same day. 

And every worker across 
every industry who has a 

mandate could strike on the 
same day. 

So, for example, bus drivers 
and refuse workers in dispute 
everywhere could strike on 
the same day as rail workers. 

Even those workers who 
aren’t in a union could be 
urged to take part. 

Walkouts by Amazon 
workers have shown that 
it is possible to take action 
without going through ballots 
and meeting thresholds.

A day—or even better, 
several days—of united 
strikes would send a message 
the Tories could not ignore. 

And we need more rallies 
and demonstrations. The 
RMT has called demos for 
20 August in cities such as 
Sheffield and Liverpool.

These should happen 
everywhere. 

They can focus support, 
build strikes, encourage 
others to join the battle 
and provide a forum for 
discussion.

Every striker has to be 
actively involved—on the 
picket lines and in deciding 
how to take the battle 
forward.

It can’t be left to the union 
leaders.

Striking rail workers say 
everyone should join fight
by SAM ORD 

THE RAIL network is set to grind 
to a halt on Saturday, with around 
6,000 train drivers  planning to 
strike across nine train operating 
companies. 

In their battle for better pay, the 
members of the Aslef union are 
 showing no sign of backing down—
and now more workers are ready to 
join the fight. 

Aslef members at four more 
 operating companies are currently 
balloting for action. 

Strikes by train drivers will add to 
the mounting pressure on the bosses 
and the Tories.

Next week sees bigger waves of 
action. Rail workers across Network 
Rail and 14 train operating com-
panies are preparing to strike on 
Thursday 18 and Saturday 20 August. 

Win
It’s a battle to save jobs, protect safety 
and win a pay rise that beats infla-
tion. Andy, a Network Rail worker 
from east London and member of 
the RMT union, told Socialist Worker 
that strikers are “ready to win.” 

“The cost of living is pushing 
 everyone to strike,” he said. 

“And that’s right. We need fair 
pay—there are people who I work 
with who no longer have enough 
money to raise their kids or pay rent 
or bills.” 

Adam is a catering worker for 
train operating company LNER 
in Northumbria. He told Socialist 
Worker, “The mood is strong, full of 
hope and optimism for a victory.

“There is a worry about the loss of 
earnings and the cost of living crisis. 
Fundraisers are planned to build a 
hardship fund for strikers, to keep 
them on the picket lines.”

Strikes on Network Rail will be 
boosted by around 10,400 London 
Underground and Overground 

workers who plan to strike on Friday 
19 August in two disputes over jobs, 
pay and safety.

Train managers in the TSSA union 
and electronic control workers in the 
Unite union also plan to strike on 
18 and 20 August. 

Strikers have to make sure union 
leaders don’t settle for less than a 
clear victory.

Strikes on the railways are only the 
tip of the iceberg. 

Millions of workers sense that 
fighting back is the only way to 
 confront the cost of living crisis.

There could be strikes in the postal 
service in the near future, with CWU 
union leaders expected to announce a 

date for action after Socialist Worker 
went to press. This would catapult a 
further 115,000 workers into action. 

And 1,600 London bus work-
ers employed by London United 
plan to strike on 19 and 20 August 
after refusing a paltry pay offer of 
3.5  percent this year. 

In addition to all this, strikes by 
refuse workers, ballots for action in 
universities and wildcat strikes by 
Amazon workers show a growing 
mood to revolt. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

TIMETABLE
lSat 13 August 6,000 rail workers 
in Aslef union set to strike
lThu 18 Aug and Sat 20 Aug 
40,000 rail workers in the RMT 
union plan to strike
lFri 19 Aug London Underground 
workers set to strike
lLater in August 115,000 Royal 
Mail workers are set to strike
lWed 10 Aug announcement 
expected on university workers’ 
strike ballots by UCU union 
l26 Sept civil service workers 
nationally start strike ballot

TRAIN DRIVERS picketing in Leeds last month. The next Aslef strike is set for this Saturday Picture: Neil terry 

Class war              Picture: JoN Gamble
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Unofficial 
strike wave 
engulfs 
Amazon
operations
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

WILDCAT STRIKES rapidly 
spread across Amazon fulfil-
ment centres last week. There 
were  walkouts  in  T i lbur y, 
Coventry, Bristol, Leicester and 
Rugeley.

Workers also slowed down their 
work to only process one package an 
hour in Dartford, Belvedere, Hemel 
Hempstead and Chesterfield.

Dave, who works at the BHX4 
fulfilment centre in Coventry, told 
Socialist Worker that he and his 
 colleagues planned to walk out 
again on Monday of this week. 

Ben is also based at BHX4.  
“Thursday was the main event,” 
he told Socialist Worker. “We had 
people on the day and night shift 
walk out. Over 300 people stopped 
working.

“We only planned the strike 
two hours before it actually hap-
pened. When we did, managers 
said we wouldn’t get paid unless we 
returned to work.

“But everyone stayed and didn’t 
go back. Last Friday we had around 
30 to 40 people who went on strike 
and walked out, and then marched 
into town.”

Inspired
Ben said that workers were inspired 
by the action in Tilbury. Last 
Wednesday workers in the ful-
filment centre in Tilbury, Essex, 
stopped working after being offered 
a tiny pay increase of 35p an hour.  

Videos on social media showed 
workers sitting in the canteen after 
downing tools. When a manager 
tried to persuade workers to get 
back to work, they responded with 
anger.

A manager is heard saying that 
it “wasn’t safe to be gathered in the 
canteen”. To this, workers shouted 
back, “We are fine.”

Amazon bosses withdrew  catering 
services and threatened to sack 
workers if they left the premises.

Ben explained that insulting pay 
rises were behind Amazon workers’ 
decision to strike in Coventry. “We 
were told last Wednesday that we 

would only get a 50p pay rise,” he 
said. “People have been complaining 
about bills going up, then they offer 
us just 50p. 

“We worked through the 
 pandemic and have made the com-
pany so much money. But in three 
years we’ve only received a 75p pay 
rise—including the 50p the bosses 
have just offered.”

Meanwhile, workers in the 
Rugeley Amazon warehouse in 
Staffordshire walked out last 
Wednesday.

A worker at the warehouse told 
Staffordshire Live, “Amazon Rugeley 
announced a 50p wage increase 
citing the local Rugeley pay rate 
average. 

“The news didn’t sit well with 
the associates. More than 100 
people walked out in the canteen 
as a  protest, which affected a lot of 
customer shipments. It’s an embar-
rassment of an announcement that 
comes as a mockery towards current 
employees.”

Bosses are worried about action 
spreading. At a warehouse in Bristol, 
they posted a sign outside that 
read that there would be no more 
 “distribution of literature”.

They are right to be worried. 
These walkouts are a sign of a wider 
anger that can burst out anywhere, 
and at any time. 

BACK STORY
Workers at Amazon have struck 
without union backing and 
defied Tory anti-union laws
lWorkers at Amazon centres 
across Britain have walked out 
or slowed production after an 
insulting 50p pay rise
lManagers tried to get workers 
back in, but they defied warnings 
and have threatened more action
lMore wildcat strikes from 
angry workers are crucial to build 
confidence 

AMAZON’S TILBURY centre in Essex where workers walked out

Workers tell bosses ‘give us fair 
pay for our work’ or risk strikes 
DAVE AT the BHX4 fulfilment 
centre in Coventry said that 
Amazon made over £20 billion in 
profit in the last year. 

“Meanwhile our bills continue 
to increase,” he added. “In the 
four years I have been at BHX4, 
my pay has only gone up by £1 in 
total.”

“All we wanted was the £2 
more than they paid us in the 
first lockdown. We get told that 
we are breaking records with 
how fast we work, but we don’t 
get any thanks.”

Dave explained that the 
workers simply want “fair pay for 
our work”. “The sooner Amazon 
management realises it, the 
better,” he added. “Amazon uses 
the principle of ‘have backbone, 
disagree and commit’.

“Amazon has tried to break 
our backbone. We disagree with 
the pay rise and commit to being 
heard.”

Dave said that there were 
rumours that Amazon may offer 
workers a measly 60p pay rise. 
He said this shows that workers 

need to keep fighting. Amazon 
workers’ fight has continued to 
heat up. 

Every worker that took part 
in the actions last week showed 
how workers can organise 
for themselves, without being 
limited by anti-union laws.

Already in Britain some of 
the largest unions, including 
GMB and Unite, want to start 

organising workers at the retail 
giant. 

But too often union leaders 
sedate workers’ rage and make 
concessions.

Forming their own union, 
similar to the Amazon Labour 
Union in the United States, could 
also be a way forward. 

Dave told Socialist Worker 
that workers have already begun 
discussing this several fulfilment 
centres. 

Poor pay and terrible 
conditions are pushing 
non-unionised workers to 
organise themselves through 
wildcat strikes and sit-ins. 
Around 100 workers at Cranswick 
Continental Foods in Pilsworth, 
Greater Manchester, launched a 
wildcat strike last Thursday.  

These strikes show a new 
mood of anger—and resistance—
as the cost of living crisis 
deepens.

Socialists, trade unionists and 
campaigners should be ready to 
support inspiring wildcat actions 
wherever they appear.

Coventry fulfilment centre

On other pages...
Bus workers won’t stop pay battle 
>>Pages 10&11
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GAS PRICES are still rising

Millions of people forced 
into borrowing to survive
AT LEAST 16 million 
people in Britain 
have been forced 
to cut back on food 
and other essentials, 
according to the Office 
for National Statistics 
(ONS).

As the cost of living 
crisis sinks its teeth 
into people’s pockets, 
82 percent of people’s 
gas or electricity bills 
have risen. 

And 77 percent have 
seen an increase in the 
price of fuel. 

Around 24 million 
people reduced energy 
use in their homes 
between March and 
June 2022 as bills 
soared. 

That means over 
half of Britain’s adults 
had no choice but 
to cut back on gas 
cooking, showers and 
electricity use to keep 
energy bills low.

And more than 
90 percent of people 
watched their food 
shop costs increase.

To cope, more are 
turning to credit. Some 
13 percent of all adults 
are using credit more 
often than usual. 

That rises to 
18 percent among 
those living in the most 
deprived areas.

Energy bills are 
forecast to rise a 
further 70 percent in 
October, while food 
banks are devising 
plans to keep up. 

As energy bills 
continue to rise, 
charity National 
Energy Action says one 
in three households 
will be plunged into 
fuel poverty.

MILLIONS OF people can’t afford food

A harsh winter is coming
THOSE MOST likely 
to cut back on energy 
use were those with 
disabilities and the 
elderly, according to 
the ONS. 

Around 55 percent 
of people with 
disabilities reported 
cutting back. 

The news comes 
after energy watchdog 
Ofgem warned of a 
“very challenging 
winter ahead”.

The most vulnerable 
people are set to suffer 

illness, and even death, 
as they are forced 
to choose every day 
between heating or 
eating.

Analysts at Cornwall 
Insight predicted 
the energy price cap 
would rise to £3,244 in 
October and again to 
£3,363 in January. 

By the end of 2023 
average households 
can expect to be 
paying almost £4,000 
a year for their gas and 
electricity bills.

Sarah Coles, analyst 
at finance company 
Hargreaves Lansdown 
said, “These are truly 
desperate times, and 
millions of people have 
been forced to take 
desperate measures.

“While all of us are 
facing the pain of rising 
prices, it’s those on 
lower incomes, renters, 
people with disabilities 
and those in the most 
deprived areas that 
are facing impossible 
challenges.”

Tories’ ‘avoidable’ misery
BY JANUARY 2023, 
4.2 million households 
containing around 
11.6 million people will 
be forced to spend 
over a quarter of their 
income on fuel. That’s 
according to a York 
University study. It also 
found that three million 
households will spend 

at least 30 percent of 
their income on fuel, 
meaning some families 
will be up to £1,600 
worse off a year.

Matt Copeland, head 
of policy at National 
Energy Action, said, 
“This is avoidable. The 
government has the 
power to save millions 

from the hardship of 
cold homes, crushing 
debt and unsafe 
coping tactics.”

The increasing 
mood to fight back 
with strikes and 
campaigns fighting 
for energy reform 
have never been more 
necessary.

Socialist Worker  10 August 2022
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U.S. TAIWAN MANOEUVRES 
RAMP UP WAR DANGERS 

T
HE provocations by 
the United States over 
Taiwan have further 
ratcheted up the danger 
of imperialist war 

between nuclear powers.
US Speaker of the House Nancy 

Pelosi landed in Taipei, the capital 
of Taiwan, recently. She was backed 
up by an aircraft carrier, two 
warships, and multiple high-tech 
F-35 aircraft.

It was a deliberate attempt to
impose a new US dominance in 
the region. The clear message was 
that the West had shown it was 
ready to fight a proxy war and 
pour in virtually unlimited cash 
and weapons into Ukraine. 

Old deals and spheres of 
influence can be torn up, regime 
change is possible, and war is still 
on the agenda.

A year since the US’s 
humiliation at the hand of the 
Taliban in Afghanistan, the US 
wants the world to know its 
crushing armed power hasn’t gone 
away.

And after the hoped-for defeat 
of Russia, it will be China that 
faces an onslaught of economic 
and military pressure.

To ram home the message the 
US this week approved another 

$1 billion (£820 million) of military 
aid to Ukraine. 

The total of direct military 
aid from the US is now almost 
$10 billion (£8.2 billion). 

Meanwhile the Tory leadership 
contenders clash over who can be 
the biggest cheerleader for war 
in Ukraine and the most gung-ho 
against China. 

That comes as human rights 
charity and pressure group 
Amnesty International reported 
that Ukrainian forces have put 
civilians in harm’s way. 

The Nato-backed military has 
established “bases and operating 
weapons systems in populated 
residential areas, including in 
schools and hospitals”.

The world grows more 
dangerous as war, economic crisis, 
pandemics, and climate chaos 
interact. 

As the US encouraged Taiwan 
to face off against China, the 
Chinese state responded with 
its own threats. Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian said, 
“The People’s Liberation Army will 
never sit by idly.”

And the Chinese president, Xi 
Jinping, told Joe Biden, “Whoever 
plays with fire will get burnt.”

War in Ukraine, the Russian 
invasion and Nato escalation 
have created perfect conditions 
for the arms firms. The Telegraph 
newspaper reported that Britain’s 
BAE Systems is “expecting a flood 
of new orders from countries 
preparing for the return of 
industrial war.” 

Such vultures know 
governments in Britain and across 
the world will always find the cash 
for weapons, even as people’s 
living standards plummet. 

We need to bring together 
the fight against the Tories over 
the cost of living with the battle 
against war. 

Not a penny more for the 
escalation in Ukraine, no to 
imperialism everywhere.

HOW TO FLUSH AWAY TRUMP
FORMER US president Donald 

Trump is angry. He denounced 
a raid by FBI agents this week 

at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida 
as part of a  witch-hunt by “radical 
left Democrats”. 

He went on to compare it 
to the Watergate burglary—
ordered by leaders of his own 
party—50 years ago.

The authorities were looking 
for official papers and investigating 
if he left the White House with 
classified records.

There are plenty of reports 

of the Trump administration 
destroying material after the 
failure of the 6 January 2021 raid 
on the Capitol. Trump had to deny 
he flushed key documents down 
a toilet.

But such raids and official 
investigations won’t stop Trump’s 
plan to push for a second term 
and take the far right into office 
again. 

He hopes to repeat his trick of 
2016 of posing as the friend of the 
forgotten and the abandoned.

As poverty sweeps through 

the US, this hugely wealthy racist 
wants to pose as the enemy of the 
corporate elite and the politicians. 

But stopping Trump and his 
far-right friends requires a fight 
that goes beyond the Democrat’s 
chosen method of legal battling in 
the courts. 

It will require a battle against 
everything he stands for by 
striking workers and movements 
on the streets.

And that also means taking on 
president Joe Biden as he backs 
big business and the military.

The West hopes 
to humble Russia 
in Ukraine and 
then to move on 
to confront China

‘‘ 

socialistworker.co.uk
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ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER

The economy is sick. 
Struggle is the cure
THE BANK of England is deliberately seeking to 
crash the economy and drive up unemployment. And 
its choices are another sign of a catastrophic class 
assault.

The bank’s decision to raise interest rates by 0.5 percent 
last week came with warnings that official inflation is going 
to reach 13 percent—15 or 16 percent in reality. 

And it said unemployment will double.
Ross Walker, economist at NatWest Markets, called it 

a “deeply sobering shift in policy” adding that the bank 
planned to “engineer a more severe economic downturn”.

This move is based on the banks’ economic fallacy that 
the way forward is to cut demand across the economy by 
reducing the money supply.

But inflation is the result of the chaos of capitalism 
because of the pandemic, global shortages, war in Ukraine 
and outright speculation and profiteering.

This profiteering goes well beyond the ranks of the 
infamous oil and gas multinationals. Companies everywhere 
are taking advantage of the inflationary environment to 
bolster their profit margins.

An interest rate rise won’t fix any of these issues. The 
only way the policy will “work” is by triggering a wave of 
bankruptcies and unemployment when companies can’t pay 
their debts. It will also boost evictions as ordinary people 
can’t pay rising mortgage bills, and landlords enforce higher 
rents.

Waste
Andrew Bailey, the bank’s £575,000 a year governor, 
insisted that slashing inflation to 2 percent is “our absolute 
priority, no ifs, no buts”. If that means laying waste to the 
economy and tearing up tens of millions of lives, then bad 
luck.

Bailey also dared to lecture workers not to fight for higher 
wages. That’s a call to accept even more massive cuts in real 
pay. And the Tories will require that people on benefits also 
face another big squeeze.

But even in its own terms, this won’t stop inflation unless 
the slump in wages and the recession is so severe that it 
restores profit rates enough for some firms to hold back price 
increases.

That again presumes social devastation. And don’t hold 
your breath for kindly chief executives to act when you look 
at what BP and Shell are doing. They haven’t slashed prices 
despite making tens of billions of pounds in profit.  

The British economy is sick, and the Bank of England 
bosses are handing out prescriptions that will make it sicker. 
They are the medieval doctors applying the blood-draining 
leeches to the anaemic patient.

Over a long period, capitalism has increasingly become 
addicted to low interest rates and cheap credit to offset 
declining profitability and prevent a deep crisis. Banks and 
companies have gorged themselves on the cheap money 
available as a result of quantitative easing and other scams 
for the corporations.

That’s what makes this inflationary crisis so perilous to the 
bosses’ system. Interest rate rises could wipe out swathes of 
firms.

Only a systematic rise in strikes and other forms of class 
struggle can protect workers now and impose audacious 
anti-capitalist moves. These would have to include 
democratic public ownership of utilities such as energy and a 
freeze on price rises.

There would have to be above-inflation pay rises in the 
public sector, a big rise in benefits, abolition of anti-union 
laws to encourage workers to resist and much more. 

The best hope is for the recent strike surge—from rail to 
BT to Amazon—to be widened. And in another sign of the 
mood, the Don’t Pay campaign has signed up 80,000 people 
so far. It seeks to organise a million people to cancel direct 
debits to gas and electricity companies on 1 October and 
launch a payment strike.

The economic justice campaigner and academic Richard 
Murphy tweeted last week, “The biggest civil unrest in 
decades is likely this autumn. Not all angry people are going 
to sit quietly at home, fretting in silence when they realise 
what is happening to them is being done deliberately. They 
are going to take to the streets.” Let’s hope so. 

ACTIVISTS IN Eastbourne protesting outside the Tory leadership hustings last week Picture: John hesse/eastbourne solidarity

‘We confronted the Tories 
at their leadership hustings’
by KEITH CRANE

OVER 200 protesters 
confronted the Rishi 
Sunak-Liz Truss hustings 
roadshow on Friday in 
Eastbourne.

Speak ing  to  camera 
 o u t s i d e  t h e  v e n u e  a 
bemused-sounding BBC 
journal ist  s truggled to 
be heard above chants of 
“Tories out” and “Refugees 
welcome here”.

“It seems that every 
 protester in East Sussex is 
here,” he said.

Meanwhile inside the 
event half a dozen young 
people from Green New Deal 
Rising and Just Stop Oil had 
blagged their way into the 
building and successfully 
 disrupt the event to call for 
climate action.  

But rather than address 
the climate emergency Truss 
vowed to crack down on pro-
tests and strikes.

Local  protesters had 
 gathered at Eastbourne sta-
tion to welcome groups arriv-
ing from Hastings, Lewes, 
Brighton, Newhaven and 
Seaford.

Then they marched to the 
hustings venue behind the 
East Sussex RMT Coastway 
union banner.

Eastbourne Trades Council 
and Eastbourne Stand up to 
Racism (SUTR) initiated the 
protest. 

Organiser Louise Walton 
from SUTR said, “Once we 

called the protest we immedi-
ately reached out to environ-
mental groups and refugee 
support groups across East 
Sussex including Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) groups and 
the local Bespoke campaign 
which fights for improved 
cycle facilities in the town.

“We didn’t wait until the 
venue was known before put-
ting the call out.”

Rachael from the local XR 
group said “Some good con-
nections were made with 
different groups. Working 
together is how we win.”

Chelsea heard about the 
protest from a friend.

She said “I went straight 

to the Welcome Centre, the 
hustings venue. There was 
just me and small groups of 
right wing people.

“I felt very alone but then 
I heard the protest coming 
round the corner.” 

When the march arrived 
at the centre protesters took 
over the concourse which 
was the entry point to the 
hustings. They drowned out 
and sidelined small numbers 
of conspiracy theorists and 
UKIP supporters.

Tories attending the event 
had no choice but to make 
their way past the protest 
while the crowd chanted, 
“Welcome every refugee, 
throw the Tories in the sea”, 
“Sunak, Truss hear us say—
tax the rich and make them 
pay” and “What do we want? 
Climate justice.”

At one point a  visibly 
shaken Caroline Ansell, 
t h e  l o c a l  T o r y  M P , 
emerged to remonstrate 
with police saying, “this is 
unacceptable”.

After an hour or so of 
chanting, protesters held a 
short rally. 

Keith Mitchell from the 
RMT received a rousing 
reception and warned of 
Tory plans to outlaw effec-
tive strike action.

Other speakers at the 
rally condemned the gov-
ernment’s vicious Rwanda 
deportation policy and the 
way both candidates  support 
the  dangerous  practice of 
fracking for gas.

Cardiff’s clear message
PROTESTERS in 
Cardiff forced Tory 
party members 
attending a leadership 
hustings to endure 
a gauntlet of fury on 
Wednesday last week. 

With only a few hours 
to prepare some 60 
people gathered to 
voice their anger at 
leadership hopefuls Liz 
Truss and Rishi Sunak 
and their supporters.

Tories had to battle 
their way through the 
protesters, who filled 
the air with chants 
about child poverty and 

the racist plan to deport 
migrants to Rwanda.  

There were activists 
from the People’s 
Assembly, Stand Up To 
Racism and Extinction 
Rebellion—which 
provided the drumming.

“It was a really good 
protest,” activist Phil 
Allsopp told Socialist 
Worker. “The fact they 
had to walk between us 
was incredible. It feels 
good to shout at a Tory.”

It was an opportunity 
for everyone who 
hates the Tories to 
let off some steam. 

Tories Liz Truss and Rishi
Sunak faced real opposition

6 NEWS Socialist Worker  10 August 2022



Met police 
strip-search 
650 children 
in two years
A shocking report revealing racist 
strip-searching of children by Met 
police officers, writes Isabel Ringrose
THE METROPOLITAN police 
shockingly strip-searched some 
650 children over two years—
disproportionately targeting 
young black boys.

Some 58 percent of those 
 profiled and strip-searched—aged 
from 10 to 17—were black. This is 
despite just 19 percent of that age 
group in London being black.

Deborah Coles, director of 
 charity Inquest said, “This report is 
about state-sanctioned child abuse 
operating outside the law. It also 
reveals racist and discriminatory 
policing and the dehumanising of 
black children.”

According to data from the 
 chi ldren’s  commissioner for 
England, Dame Rachel de Souza, 
53 percent of the profiled children 
had no further action taken against 
them. 

But the ef fects  on these 
 children’s mental wellbeing has 
been described as “traumatising”.

Almost a quarter—23 per-
cent—of the searches were under-
taken without an appropriate 
adult  present, despite this being a 
 statutory requirement.

Oversight
The report also slammed “a lack of 
appropriate oversight” because in 
one in five cases the police have not 
said where the search took place.

In 2021, of 296 searches 
where the location was recorded, 
57  percent were at a police station 
and 21 percent at a home address. 
Some 22 percent happened at 
another location, but “low quality” 
recording practice meant it was 
indeterminable.

De Souza said the Met has not 
been “consistently considering 
 children’s welfare and wellbeing” 
and blamed “systemic” problems.

The investigation leading to the 
findings followed the anger over 
Child Q who was strip-searched in 
2020 by Met officers in Hackney, 
east London.

“I am not reassured that what 
happened to Child Q was an 
 isolated issue,” de Souza said. 

“But instead believe it may be a 
particularly concerning example of 

a more systemic problem around 
child protection within the 
Metropolitan police.”

Meanwhile the Met has denied 
allegations of racism after a black 
man was awarded £30,000 in dam-
ages after being strip searched and 
put in a headlock as he walked his 
dog.

Plain-clothes officer PC Duncan 
Bullock stopped and searched Zac 
Sharif-Ali in December 2012. 

Last month the Met accepted that 
the headlock that left him  “gasping 
for breath” was illegal because 
Bullock did not identify himself.

The admission took ten years.
Sharif-Ali was released without 

charge and suffered a breakdown 
as a result of the ordeal. But the 
Met says his race had nothing to do 
with it. It issued an apology, but not 
for any of the force used.

The Met carried out three 
internal investigations which the 
Independent Office for Police 
Conduct found to be inadequate. 

The IOPC concluded in 2017 that 
Bullock should answer for miscon-
duct, but the Met found he had 
 reasonable grounds to search.

These cases aren’t isolated. From 
strip-searching children to using 
brutal force against black men, 
racism within the Met is endemic 
and institutionalised.

On other pages...
Why we’re turning our backs on 
Labour>>Page 17

PROTESTING OVER the Child Q scandal in March Picture: Guy Smallman

Anti-racists confront the far right 
bigots at drag queen story events
ACTIVISTS ARE confronting the 
far right attacks on Drag Queen 
Story Hour events at libraries.

Supporters of Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) have mobilised in 
several towns and cities, including 
Portsmouth last Friday and Leeds 
last Saturday.

In Leeds some 250 anti-fascists 
and trade unionists stood firm for 
three hours against 50 far right 
bigots. They were joined by local 
NEU, Unite, PCS and UCU union 
members, as well as Leeds Trades 
Council. 

The far right held homophobic 
placards reading “Learn ABC not 
LGBT”. They were led by the Nazi 
group, Patriotic Alternative—
headed by Mark Collett, the former 
leader of the Nazi British National 
Party’s youth wing.

One trade unionist said, “The 
Nazis looked glum, demoralised 
and pathetic. We got a big thank 
you message from drag queen and 
storyteller, Aida”

Drag Queen Story Hour events 
with drag queen Aida H Dee are 
story-telling sessions for parents 
and children. But the far right 
wants to shut them down.

SUTR said, “We condemn the 
attempts by some on the far right 

to foster the pernicious myth that 
drag is a kind of ‘child grooming’ 
or in some way sexual, leading to 
accusations of paedophilia.”

It comes as a survey by Just 
Like Us showed that 55 percent 
of LGBT+ 11 to 18-year-olds are 
anxious about their mental health 
on a daily basis. 

In comparison, 26 percent of 
non-LGBT+ people feel the same.

Three confrontations also took 
place in Brighton on Thursday last 
week. Steve Guy, a local socialist 
activist, reports that some 180 

supporters of the drag queen faced 
off around 35 opponents at the 
central library.

They had around eight outright 
fascists among them. The rest 
were a mix of conspiracy theorists, 
religious activists and anti-vaxxers, 
including Piers Corbyn “whipping 
them up”.

Some SUTR and trades 
council banners joined the 
counter-protests. “But the majority 
of the pro-drag queen forces were 
young people,” Steve added.

A library in Woodingdean 
outside of Brighton cancelled the 
event as the bigots intercepted the 
drag queen, harassing her.

Steve says overall the 
counter-mobilisations were a 
success “as without it the right 
wing would have succeeded in 
intimidating the parents attending 
these events”.

Weyman Bennett, SUTR 
national co-convenor, said 
fascists, the far right and bigots 
are attempting “to stir up hatred 
against LGBT+ communities”.  

Join your local solidarity protest, Vale 
of Glamorgan, South Wales on Tuesday, 
Cardiff on Friday, Rochdale next 
Tuesday, Bolton next Wednesday and 
Oxford on 23 August

Leeds saw 250 anti-racists confront 
50 far right bigots  Picture: Leeds sutr

BACK STORY
lIn 2018 around 75 percent 
of those strip-searched aged 
between 10 and 17 were black
lOverall searches of children 
increased between 2018 and 
2020
lThe latest figures follow the 
racist strip-searching of a young 
black school girl, Child Q in 2020 
lAn official safeguarding 
investigation found that racism 
was likely to have been an 
‘influencing factor’ in the search
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Kansas win 
shores up 
abortion 
legislation
It’s the first important test after 
Roe v Wade was overturned by the 
Supreme Court, says Sarah Bates

PEOPLE FROM Kansas sent out 
a rallying cry for abortion rights 
on Tuesday last week, as they 
voted to protect women.

Voters in a state referendum over-
whelmingly backed  maintaining 
abortion access in the Kansas 
constitution. 

Some 59 percent of voters chose 
to keep abortion rights, a result that 
defied all expectations.

The  cons t i t u t i on  a l l ows 
 pregnancies to be terminated up to 
22 weeks with other restrictions, 
including a mandatory 24-hour 
waiting period and mandatory 
parental consent for children.

In Kansas, Taylor Hirth, wept as 
she celebrated the result with her 
nine-year-old daughter at a watch 
party in Overland Park. 

“I’m a rape survivor, and the 
thought of my daughter ever 
becoming pregnant and not being 
able to do anything about it angers 
me,” she said.

“I never thought this would 
happen here, but we have worked 
so hard here to get the vote out. 
Republicans underestimated us.”

The referendum was called by 
the anti-choice, right wing Kansas 
legislature. 

It hoped to wipe out abortion 
rights access, but its gamble hasn’t 
paid off. A bitter campaign raged 
throughout Kansas in the weeks 
before the vote.

Clout
When the US Supreme Court 
 overturned Roe v Wade in June, it 
meant that individual states had the 
clout to decide local abortion laws.

The Kansas result is a major defeat 
for anti-choice bigots who thought 
the staunchly Republican state would 
vote to axe abortion access.

It backs up polling that has 
 consistently shown abortion rights 
are well supported by ordinary 
people.

And it shows how the limits on 
reproductive freedoms are not 
driven by a groundswell of reaction 
from below, but rather a tirade of 
attacks from above. Rachel Sweet, 

the campaign manager for Kansans 
for Constitutional Freedom said, 
“We did it—these numbers speak 
for themselves. 

“We knew it was stacked against 
us from the moment we started but 
we did not despair.

“We will not tolerate extreme 
bans on abortion in our state.”

It was a hard fought campaign, 
with the anti-choice side largely 
funded by the Catholic Church.

Meanwhile in the White House, 
Democrat president Joe Biden is 
poised to sign an executive order 
that he says will help protect 
 abortion access. 

But the legislation is vague. It 
says that the government should 
consider ways to expand federal 
funding for women travelling out 
of state for abortions.

Yet it doesn’t give any indication 
of how this could be achieved. 

The Kansas result is an impor-
tant one. At a time when abor-
tion  freedoms are under relentless 
attack from the top of society, it 
shows that they are more contested 
among ordinary people. 

And the more contested they are, 
the more opportunities there are to 
win others round to the pro-choice 
battle.

Join the March for Choice, organised 
by the Abortion Rights campaign. Sat 
3 Sept, assemble 3.30pm, Parliament 
Square, central London

BACK STORY
The Roe v Wade legal ruling 
was overturned in June
lIt took abortion law out of the 
hands of federal law and put it 
under the control of states
lThe Kansas referendum was 
one of the first big tests for a 
post‑Roe v Wade world
lAnti‑choicers expected to 
win the conservative state by a 
country mile
lIn November there are similar 
referendums in California and 
Vermont

Bangladesh poor will pay for IMF cash
BANGLADESH IS the latest South 
Asian country forced into the 
clutches of the International 
Monetary Fund as the global 
debt crisis spreads.

Its government last week 
asked the fund for £3.7 billion. It 
argued that all its tax revenues 
would now have to be spent on 
imported necessities, such as 
food, fuel and medicine.

The country, once seen as 
a beacon of rapid economic 
development, also had to 
approach the World Bank and 
the Asian Development Bank.

As the price of essentials 
continues to rise, Bangladesh’s 
own currency, the taka, 
nose‑dived. That has made 
the cost of imports even more 

expensive. Already there are 
power cuts for up to 13 hours 
a day, with gas‑fired power 
stations unable to function and 
diesel generators silent.

This will be familiar to people 
in Pakistan and Sri Lanka, which 
have also recently had to seek 
similar assistance.

And it will come as a severe 
blow to the Bangladeshi 
ruling class that once talked 
of becoming a “middle income 
country” by 2041.

The price of international 
“support” will undoubtedly be 
borne by the country’s poor. 

Years of apparent progress in 
reducing poverty in Bangladesh 
will likely be wiped out in a 
matter of months. 

US passes new climate bill
THE Democrats 
celebrated this week as 
the US Senate passed 
a new act addressing 
climate change, 
lowering medicine  
prices and raising 
some corporate taxes.

But the remit is very 
limited, creating the 
pretence of serious 
action against the cost 
of living crisis, climate 
emergency and 
criminal private health 
care system.

In reality it is a 
desperate scramble 
by the Democrats 
to achieve key 
policy points before 
November’s midterm 
elections. 

The Inflation 
Reduction Act sets 
aside money to 
address the climate 
crisis. And it allows the 
government to reduce 
the cost of some 
prescription drugs and 
extend government 

healthcare subsidies. 
It insists that large 

companies will have 
to be pay a minimum 
15 percent corporation 
tax. 

Yet the even this 
limited bill falls short 
of action that would 
improve people’s lives. 

The House of 
Representatives was 
likely to debate the 
new act on Friday 
this week, and was 
expected to pass it. 

PRO-CHOICE CAMPAIGNERS in Kansas in the US react to early results 

FIGURE IT OUT
 610  billion dollars 

pledged as part of the 
Inflation Reduction 
Act

40  percent by the year 
2030. The target that 
Biden says he wants 
to reduce carbon 
emissions by

O  serious measures 
against the 
polluting fossil fuel 
corporations that will 
actually achieve this

FUEL PRICES are soaring 
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A thought 
on Taiwan 
ALTHOUGH claimed 
as part of China, 
any reunification 
would crush Taiwan 
democracy. The slow 
strangulation of Hong 
Kong’s truncated 
democracy would no 
doubt be repeated. 

Taiwanese 
independence would 
give way to a huge 
militarisation of 
the island by US 
imperialism.

Short of a 
proletarian revolution 
in China, perhaps the 
maintenance of the 
status quo would be the 
least worst option?

John Curtis
Ipswich

Unbelievable 
price gouging
THE PEOPLE who run 
the energy industry 
in this country are 
criminals. Companies 
are raising prices to 
astronomical levels. 

And now the Ofgem 
regulatory body is 
saying prices will be 
updated quarterly, 
rather than every six 
months.

Now firms have more 
chance to squeeze us. 

Janet Dyer
East London

Pass football 
to the girls
WHATEVER YOUR 
position on the England 
win at the Euros is, 
I’m sure everyone 
agrees that girls should 
be given the same 
opportunities as boys to 
play sport.

Yet only 44 percent 
of secondary schools 
provide equal football 
lessons for both boys 
and girls. This disagreful 
statistic is the collision 
of sexism and years of 
cuts to education. 

Sadie Green
Newport

Netflix and...
mortgage?
I NOTICE that some 
800,000 people 
have cancelled their 
subscriptions to Netflix 
and Amazon, as the cost 
of living crisis begins to 
take hold. 

I wonder if all those 
people will now be able 
to afford to buy houses? 

The right wing myth 
suggests it was buying 
frivolous items such as 
streaming services that 
was stopping them.

Bridget Alderton
By email

Just a 
thought...

Cash will help with confidence

Solidarity—put money where mouth is
THE RAIL and telecoms 
strikes have been an 
inspiring example of 
workers fighting back.

They’ve been a 
revelation for thousands 
of people who haven’t felt 
sure about how to fight.

But CWU and RMT 
union members don’t get 
strike pay. That means 
every day of action they 
take, strikers are losing 
money against the 
backdrop of the cost of 
living crisis. 

We need these strikes 
to win because their 
victory will give 
confidence to all working 

class people. And that 
means we need a serious 
campaign of collections 
and solidarity in Britain. 

If your union branch 
donates to the local strike 
fund, that’s fantastic. It’s 
not enough on its own. 

We need to see solidarity 
actions with workers and 
trade unionists and 
socialists going out into 
the communities to shake 
buckets and raise money 
for the strikes. 

We’ve seen the way that 
the arguments of the 
CWU and the RMT have 
resonated across the 
working class. 

Now we have to drive 
those arguments deeper 
into working class 
communities to ensure 
strikers can take the kind 
of action that can win. 

Tom Kay
Sheffield

Socialists shouldn’t 
call people bastards
IN THE Socialist Workers 
Party pre-conference 
documents, it was stressed 
that we should avoid using 
comments like “I am mad” 
or “I feel stupid”.

This is because this 
language can cause distress 
to some people.

A comrade has raised 
with me their concerns 
about the cartoon in edition 
2815 (Socialist Worker, 27 
July) with the description 
of the Tory party 
candidates as “bastards”.

Using this term in this 
way did cause distress and I 

fear that Socialist Worker 
fell short of its high 
standards.

I hope some form of 
apology will be printed.

Ralph Tebbutt
Kent

Does Socialist Worker have 
to resort to language of the 
gutter press when talking 
about the Tories? 

When you call them 
“bastards” you’re debasing 
our cause and sound like 
The Sun.

Marie Agathi
By email

Fresh mood of resistance 
infuses recent picket lines
MY UNION, UCU, has been on 
strike several times in the last four 
years. 

I’ve been on picket duty in 
Milton Keynes and Cardiff and, 
despite some gestures of real 
support from other groups of 
workers, it’s been hard work. 

It’s a sign of the historically low 
level of class struggle that before 
this last two months I hadn’t 
visited any other picket lines in six 
years.

That picket line was about 20 
people who were desperately 
resisting the closure of the small 
factory at which they worked. 

They were, on the whole, grim 
and pessimistic. And they lost. 
These last few weeks have felt like 

living on another planet. The 
picket lines are very public, they 
are very confident and they are 
also prepared for a long fight. 

They want to talk politics. Again 
and again people talk about 
having so much in common with 
other groups of workers. 

The attitude to the present 
leadership of the Labour Party is 
somewhere between disillusion 
and contempt.

What is also very noticeable is 
the level of public support. 

We organised some support and 
solidarity leafletting in Exeter city 
centre on 30 June. 

We gave out hundreds of leaflets 
and had just one negative 
response. And it’s not just good 

wishes. It’s not just toots on the 
car horn and waves while driving 
past. 

So we’ve started to organise a 
network of trade union activists 
across the city.  This is so that each 
future strike gets quick practical 
support from other working 
people.

We are building the start of a 
serious resistance. We are now 
planning a rally, both to celebrate 
the activity so far and also to 
organise for the autumn.

Because when we say we’re all 
in this together, we mean it. Not 
like the bosses and the millionaire 
Tories.

Richard Bradbury
Exeter

Justice for 
Noah
THERE WAS widespread 
outrage across Northern 
Ireland after new Tory 
Secretary of State Shailesh 
Vara signed off a Public 
Interest Immunity (PII) 
certificate. 

The PII is a block to the 
release of vital information 
at the inquest into the 
death of 14 year old Belfast 
schoolboy Noah Donohoe. 

Noah went missing two 
years ago and his naked 
body was discovered six 
days later in a storm drain. 

Noah’s family have 
consistently claimed that 
the police did not take the 
search for him seriously.

PII certificates were 
widely used to protect 
information about police 
informers, especially among 
paramilitary groups, during 
the Troubles. 

But this is now being 
used in a case of a missing 
schoolboy. 

There have been claims 
in the media, including an 
account from a former 
prisoner, that a cellmate 
had confessed to being 
involved in Noah’s murder. 

The cellmate also said he 
was helped in disposing of 
his body by others in a 
predominantly Loyalist area 
of North Belfast. 

Police collusion with 
Loyalist gangs had been 
repeatedly exposed in 
investigations in the North. 
Now Vara, like all his 
predecessors, has colluded 
in the police cover-up. 

Hundreds have attended 
demonstrations outside 
police stations across 
Northern Ireland to protest 
against the decision. 

You can support the 
Donohue family by signing 
the petition 
bit.ly/NDonohoe

Colm Bryce
Glasgow

 A NEW readiness to resist—BT strikers and supporters in Basford, Nottingham Picture: richard Buckwell



By SAM ORD

A
BUS WORKERS’ all out 
and indefinite strike 
across  north  west 
England is a symbol of 
the new readiness to 
fight over pay. And it’s 

another sign that more and more 
workers either have to fight back or 
accept being pushed into poverty.

Around 1,800 bus workers employed 
by Arriva were in their third week of 
a walkout this week and they are even 
more determined to win than they were 
when they began on 19 July. 

Workers at the 11 depots are furious 
that Arriva’s parent company Deutsche 
Bahn has made billions in profit while 
workers struggle to afford energy bills, 
petrol and food.

“Some people think we get paid mega 
money, but that’s just not true,” said 
Chris Jones, the Unite union rep and 
bus worker in Birkenhead.

“The truth is a lot of us 
here are struggling. We 

worked throughout the pandemic, 
most of us got Covid, and two of our 
lads died. Any money we had saved has 
now gone. 

“All we got was a box of chocolates—
that I delivered—and a three minute 
thank you video.”

The workers stuck after they voted 
96 percent in favour of strikes. They 
have remained out with not one worker 
crossing picket lines after rejecting an 
8.5 percent pay offer. 

This offer was no improvement on 
the original proposal—and wasn’t even 
put to a vote.

Dave Roberts, the Unite regional 
officer for the north west, told Socialist 
Worker, “The company asked for a 
meeting last Monday, suggesting an 
improved offer would be tabled, only 
to turn up and offer the same percent. 

“It is an insult to our member s 
and just caused con- f u s i o n 

to the public w h o 

were under the impression we would 
get an improved offer.”

Pickets are happy this was rejected, 
with a large number explaining how 
they need an above inflation pay rise. 

Others think that forcing the bosses 
to concede a double-digits rise will be 
hard. But this won’t stop workers fight-
ing for one. Dave, a bus worker also 
at Birkenhead, told Socialist Worker, 
“Morale is high, public support is good. 
Even the food on the picket line is great.

“We’ve been pushed into a corner and 
have to fight back to defend our rights.”

The north west Arriva workers’ battle 
could set a benchmark for bus workers 
everywhere.

“The issue is that if Merseyside 
 workers get, say, 10 percent it would 
be a benchmark for the other Arriva 
 workers balloting to get more. Bosses 
don’t want that to happen,” says Dave.

Chris explained how the issues 
facing workers are about more than 
just pay. “The buses aren’t a public 
service anymore,” he said.

“They’re run for profit, not 
people, and  

the public knows that. “All the  workers 
here have seen is cuts. There’s been 
pretty much no investment, but we are 
saying that you have to invest in staff.

“Buses used to go as far as Chester 
but now they just run around this area. 
Around 80 buses in Merseyside were 
lost in the past year and more will be 
cut in September.”

The mood on the picket lines is 
buoyant.

 Unite union flags and posters cover 
the walls near the depot entrance as 
the pickets receive support from pass-
ing cars and pedestrians.

The pickets talked about how all 
workers are going through massive 
hardships.

Dave hopes their strike “will inspire 
other workers to walkout—there’s no 
better time to strike.”

Chris added, “We went to the BT 
picket line, and I took seven drivers to 
the RMT picket line.”

S t r i k e r  A l a n 
added, “This could 
end up in a general 
strike. The posties 

might walk out, and there are three 
other strike ballots among Arriva bus 
workers.

“The situation is so bad it’s  something 
we should be thinking about—striking 
together.”

Dave Roberts said, strikes “are impor-
tant now, especially with the corporate 
greed crisis we all find ourselves in”. 

John who works at the Bootle depot 
told Socialist Worker, “We’re fighting 
for pay but we’re also telling the gov-
ernment that people working full time 
don’t deserve to be poor.

Like the workers in Birkenhead, John 
hopes the strikes will spread and be an 
inspiration to other Arriva bus  workers 
and rail workers. “I believe we are at 
the closest to a general strike we’ve ever 
been.

“No wonder the government talks 
about limiting strikes. Trade unionists 
really need to think about the situation 
we’re in and how we can make sure the 
bosses don’t cut our pay or conditions 
anymore.”

Tweet solidarity to Unite 
North West @Unite_

NorthWest GMB North 
West @GMBShoutNW  

Alan and John are 
pseudonyms

 BUS 
WORKERS 
WON’T 
STOP PAY 
BATTLE

Workers on the Arriva 
picket lines last week  
(above and left)

ARRIVA BOSSES are struggling 
to maintain a wave of discontent 
and strikes among bus workers in 
Britain.

Strike ballots are underway 
at Arriva depots in Essex, Kent, 
Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Hertfordshire and north London 
which could see a further 3,100 
workers walk out.

These ballots and the action 
currently being taken by Arriva 
North West workers follows strikes 
by 1,000 Arriva bus workers in south 
London and 650 in Yorkshire.

As the struggle among workers 
grows, there are lessons to be learnt. 

Deutsche Bahn, the parent 
company of Arriva is the biggest and 
one of the most profitable public 
transport companies in the world. 

In just ten years the firm raked 
in a profit of £5.9 billion with the 
majority of the cash—£4.3 billion—
paid out in dividends.

The firm is sitting on piles of cash 
whilst workers stare down poverty 
during the cost of living crisis. For 
the 1,800 Arriva North West workers 
they have a monumental task to 
hit back at the multi-billion pound 
company. Unity and continuous 
action are the strikers’ strongest 

weapons. South London Arriva 
workers struck first in May and were 
forced to vote on an improved offer. 

They narrowly accepted a 3.5 
percent “pay rise” and a £250 lump 
sum—far below the 11.1 percent RPI 
rate of inflation recorded in April. 

They rejected previous offers of 3 
percent and a £300 lump sum. 

But unfortunately the workers’ 
isolated action and desperate 
financial situations of many meant a 
narrow majority lost hope.

Arriva workers in Yorkshire fared 
somewhat better. Unlike the south 
London bus workers they took 
continuous action for four weeks.

The escalated action won an 
average pay increase of 9 percent. 
The strikers accepted this after 
rejecting a 4.1 percent offer—but 9 
percent is still far below inflation, 
making it a real terms pay cut.

More militant, escalated action 
has potential to win bigger pay offers 
to combat the cost of living crisis and 
smash inflation.

If the strike ballots taking place 
across Essex, Kent, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and 
north London pass, united action 
will hit bosses harder than the two 
completed strikes. 

And some 1,600 London United 
bus workers in Fulwell, Hounslow, 
Hounslow Heath, Park Royal, 
Shepherd’s Bush, Stamford Brook, 
and Tolworth depots are set to 
strike on Friday 19 and Saturday 20 
August.

The first of those days is during 
a Tube strike, the second during a 
rail strike. Bus strikes alongside rail 
strikes would be powerful. 

Strike coordination and joint 
marches and rallies are the way 
forward.

Bus workers in the North West 
remain optimistic they will win a 
significant offer. 

They look to other Arriva fights 
but also the Merseyside bus drivers 
employed by Stagecoach who voted 
to strike and before walking out won 
an above inflation pay rise.

They also won the agreement 
that their wages will rise alongside 
the RPI level of inflation or by 2 
percent—whichever is higher—from 
March next year.

Deutsche Bahn bosses are sitting 
on piles of money that was taken 
from the backs of workers. 

It’s time Arriva bus workers stood 
up together against the bosses and 
grabbed it back.

Fight to save London buses
BUS WORKERS and passengers 
in London last week stormed 
the Transport for London (TfL) 
headquarters, demanding the 
firm doesn’t cut 16 bus routes and 
change 78 more to save money.

After gathering in Waterloo, 
central London, the protesters 
organised by the Unite union 
marched to the headquarters on 
Blackfriars Road, south London. 
They held banners reading, “Stop 
the London bus cuts,” and “Save 
our London buses, stop making 
Londoners pay for the Pandemic.”

Chants of “Save our buses,” 
echoed around the building as the 
workers waved flags and placards.

Unite regional officer John 
Murphy said, “The people of 
London depend on a good properly 
funded and supported transport 
network, especially with the 
escalating cost of fuel. These 

people and the bus workers, 
who we all applauded through 
Covid, need to be given proper 
consideration, rather than used as 
a political football.”

TfL is looking to attack workers 
and passengers as it scrambles 
to make £730 million savings 
after taking subsidies from the 
government during the Covid 
pandemic. These bus cuts would 
save just £35 million.

Axing routes would see bus 
drivers and depot workers lose 
overtime working—which many 
are relying on during the cost of 
living crisis. It would also force 
passengers to turn to more 
expensive and environmentally 
damaging modes of transport. 

The danger is immediate with 
the first routes being axed by the 
end of the year and the remainder 
going by the end of next year. 

Unite  bus-t up with the bosses 

Workers occupied TFL  headquarters last week Picture: Guy Smallman
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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ABERDEEN
75 years after 
independence in India
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
894-2628-7708
BIRMINGHAM
Nato’s bloody record—is 
peace possible in Ukraine?
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
Friends of the Earth,  
The Warehouse,  
54-57 Allison St, B5 5TH
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
Is green energy driving 
up our bills?
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031
BOURNEMOUTH
China—a new global 
superpower?
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
Friends Meeting House, 
16 Wharncliffe Rd, 
Boscombe, BH5 1AH 
843-0549-8738

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Heatwaves and extreme 
weather—is climate 
chaos the new normal?
Thu 18 Aug, 6.30pm
Friends Meeting House,  
Ship St, 
BN1 1AF
818-9286-5617
BRISTOL
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
688-397-3148
CAMBRIDGE
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CHESTERFIELD
Uprising in Sri Lanka—
how can workers and 
the poor win?
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
Assembly Rooms, 13/14 
Chesterfield Rd, S40 1AR
828-532-8731

DEVON & CORNWALL
Is the Latin American 
left moving forwards?
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
EAST MIDLANDS
Climate change, war and 
the future of energy
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
354-874-4790 
EDINBURGH
Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
Leith Community Centre,  
12A Newkirkgate, EH6 6AD
868-9106-9359
GLASGOW
Tear down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
Avant Garde, 
34-44 King St, 
G1 5QT
879-2402-3259

HARLOW
Why are the right 
obsessed with gender?
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES
The human mind—a 
socialist analysis
Thu 18 Aug, 6.30pm
8341-170-103 
HUDDERSFIELD
Sri Lankan revolt—how can 
workers win real power?
Wed 17 Aug, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
From spiking to 
harassment—why does 
sexism run so deep?
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
Stonewall was a riot—the 
radical roots of Pride
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD
810-3252-9221
LONDON: HACKNEY
Class and resistance—
why strikes matter
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
Halkevi Community Centre, 
31-33, Dalston Lane, E8 3DF
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY
Nearly 50 years after the 
civil war—what are the 
politics of Cyprus?
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
Kurdish Community Centre, 
11 Portland Gardens, 
Harringay Ladder, 
N4 1HU
4593-881-576 

LONDON: ISLINGTON
A rebel’s guide to 
James Connolly
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
Elizabeth House, 
2 Hurlock St, N5 1ED
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Dear England? 
Progressive patriotism 
and nationalism in sport
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
Is there anything cool 
about Stalinism?
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
Vida Walsh Centre,
2B Saltoun Rd, SW2 1EP
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Notting Hill—carnival 
of resistance
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
Deptford Lounge, 
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RJ
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is there anything cool 
about Stalinism?
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
St Pauls Church,  
Bow Common, E3 5AR
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Roe v Wade—why 
are abortion rights 
under attack?
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
William Morris 
Community Centre, 
6-8 Greenleaf Rd, 
E17 6QQ
543-023-057

MANCHESTER
What’s behind the cost 
of living crisis?
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
Friends’ Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, M2 5NS 
NEWCASTLE
Socialism or extinction
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
Tyneside Irish Centre, 
43 Gallowgate, NE1 4SG
368-595-2712
NORTH EAST SCOTLAND
75 years after 
independence in India
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
894-2628-7708
NORWICH
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental health
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
Butterfly Café, 
114A King St, NR1 1QE
906-652-5299
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Why Marx matters
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
861-2001-6477
PORTSMOUTH
Class and resistance—
why strikes matter
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
Somerstown Community 
Centre, The Hub, 
Rivers St, PO5 4 EY
488-934-2809
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Why Cuba isn’t socialist
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
Central United Reform Church,  
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB
528-174-9278
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Why are the right 
obsessed with gender?
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
Brynmill Community Centre, St 
Alban’s Rd, Brynmill, SA2 0BP
902-964-963
WIGAN
Ukraine, war and imperialism
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
844-6939-7141
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
From porn in Parliament 
to spiking—why does 
sexism run so deep?
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm
Quaker Meeting House, 
Friargate, YO1 9RL
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party meetings

CONTACT
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

NEW FROM BOOKMARKS socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Socialism or extinction: 
revolution in a time 
of ecological crisis 
by  Martin Empson £10

‘Revolution is the 
choice of the people’ 
by Anne Alexander 
£12

Selected writings on 
socialism and liberation
by John Molyneux  
£15

Ricky Reel: silence 
is not an option
by Sukhdev Reel 
 £10

The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold online meetings 
during the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective 
and safe discussion, organising and actions. Branches also hold in-
person meetings with precautions taken for a safe environment. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. 
Download the Zoom app onto your phone or computer and 
just before the time given for your local meeting ask to “Join a 
meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the 
appropriate meeting. 
The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national 
online meetings and other updates.

BRADFORD
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm
Bread + Roses, 
14 N Parade, 
BD1 3HT
885-9187-7552

CARDIFF
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm
Mackintosh Residents 
Community Centre, 
Keppoch St, CF24 3JW
630-181-4857

LONDON: WEST & 
NORTH WEST
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm
Bay20 Community Centre, 
71 St Marks Rd, W10 6JG
812-4911-6190

The roots of racism  
RACISM IS rooted in the slave trade—slave trader Edward Colston’s statue 
was torn down by anti-racists in Bristol

Socialist Worker  10 August 2022
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Powerful play thoroughly debunking racist myths
THEATRE
AS BRITISH AS A 
WATERMELON
At the Edinburgh International 
Festival, 23-26 Aug

BORIS Johnson’s 
racist remark about 
black Africans having 
watermelon smiles 
epitomises the ideology of 
Britain and empire, then 
and now.

So a glimpse into the 
mind of a refugee makes 
for a powerful piece of 
theatre, debunking racist 
myths. We’re told, “My 
name is Mandla. It means 

power. I gave it to myself.” 
Over the next hour 

racism, homophobia and 
murder are a few of the 
themes explored in a 
riveting solo performance.

Mandla Rae is a gay 
Zimbabwean writer and 
actor, using the pronouns 
they/them.

A three page set of 
notes of “house rules” 
for watching is given to 
audience members to read 
beforehand. 

A shadowy square space 
with white lights defines 
the stage. The edge of a 
frame represents a door. 
In the middle is a table, 

with various tools, a stool 
and several watermelons 
scattered around the 
space.

Mandla mumbles a 
prayer and admits to being 
“a little bit psychic” and 
“risen from the dead.” And 
maybe a bit of a liar.

As the stories unfold 
the watermelons are 
smashed or cut to pieces 
with tools and bare hands, 
sometimes the juice 
rubbed into the face.

The audience is drawn 
in with clever word play 
and funny moments. But 
the loud banging on the 
door off stage betrays 

deep fears of what we only 
can imagine as the “hostile 
environment” towards 
those seeking asylum.

There are more 
questions than answers. 
How do you know that 
you’re gay? 

Why stay in a country 
where you have suffered 
so much or why love the 
English language?

Chopping up melons 
becomes a metaphor for 
pent up anger at a world 
of hurt and lies. 

Mandla provides a clear 
message of compassion 
and humanity. 
Phil Turner

New film raises questions 
about legacy of Holocaust
Where is Anne Frank may be aimed at young people, but all ages will gain 
something from watching this smart new animation, says Jess Walsh
WHERE IS Anne Frank imagina-
tively retells the well-known story 
of the teenage girl who wrote a 
diary while in hiding from the 
Nazis in occupied Amsterdam 
from 1942-44. 

Anne Frank’s diary, published in 
1947, and the story of her and her 
family, humanised the immense 
human cost of the Holocaust. 

It was a period that saw six million 
Jews murdered by the Nazis. 

Anne and her family hid for two 
years in the attic of Otto Frank’s 
office. 

They were eventually discovered 
and taken to Auschwitz and then 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. 
There Anne, her mother and her 
sister were killed. 

Where is Anne Frank retells Anne’s 
story through the eyes of Kitty, her 
imaginary friend who she often 
addresses in her diary. 

Amsterdam
Kitty is reanimated in contempo-
rary Amsterdam and finds herself 
in the Anne Frank House museum 
as  tourists and security guards poke 
through it. 

She begins a search for Anne 
through the streets of Amsterdam. 

Through flashbacks of Anne 
 speaking with Kitty we relive the 
creeping persecution faced by 
Jewish people following the Nazi 
occupation of the Netherlands.

We see the effect this had on 
Anne, a popular and social young 
girl, as her family were forced out 
of most parts of public life until they 
were hidden completely. 

The film is pitched for children 
and young adults with elegant ani-
mation and simple dialogue which 

enables the depiction of Anne’s lively 
character to shine through. 

Anne’s world in the attic is shaped 
by her imagination, her relationships 
and the increasingly scary news of 
Nazi-occupied Europe and extermi-
nation camps. 

The petty grievances and con-
flicts with those that she shares 
close quarters with while in hiding 
give dimension to the stuffiness and 
tragedy of her captivity. 

Anne’s interest in film and pop-
ular culture form her imagination. 

There ’s  a  memorable dream 
sequence where an army of Greek 
gods and film stars—including Clark 
Gable—go into battle with Nazi 
armies.

Kitty’s journey through the 
 contemporary world attempts 
to draw similarities between the 
 persecutions faced by Jews in Nazi 
Germany and the persecution being 
faced by refugees in Europe today. 

Dutch police round up shivering 
families of refugees on the snowy 
streets outside the museum and 

bundle them into the back of border 
patrol trucks. The friends that Kitty 
makes while searching for Anne are 
poor youths who’ve been repeatedly 
arrested for stealing food and other 
means of subsistence. 

The film powerfully asks if Anne’s 
memory and lessons of the Holocaust 
has changed the world for the better 
when racism, poverty and injustice 
are still so much a feature of con-
temporary Europe. 
Where is Anne Frank is out in selected 
cinemas from Fri 12 August

ANNE’S ESCAPES the attic with her imagination

Mandla—‘a little bit psychic’

FILM
RRR
Directed by S. S. Rajamouli 
On Netflix and in selected 
cinemas now

THE TELEGU language 
action film RRR is 
unashamedly revolutionary, 
the title is an acronym for 
Raama, Roudra, Rushitam 
(Rise, Roar, Revolt).

It’s very loosely based 
on the lives of the real 
life revolutionaries 
Alluri Sitarama Raju and 
Komaram Bheem.

Raju and Bheem led 
uprisings for independence 
against the British Raj in 
the 1920s. 

The story opens in 1920 
in a village of the Gond 

people in Adiabad.
While the monstrous 

British administrator 
Sir Scott Buxton amuses 
himself slaughtering 
wildlife, his sadistic wife 
Catherine takes a shine to 
young child Malli.

Buxton abducts the child, 
imprisoning her in his 
imperial fortress where she 
must entertain the British 
occupiers.

Rescue
But Malli’s brother, 
Komaram Bheem, is the 
protector of the Gond, and 
he vows to rescue her.

The British send their 
undercover agent Raju to 
take him out. In one scene 
Raju beats a crowd of 
hundreds.

The scene where Bheem 
attacks the Viceroy’s garden 
party with a menagerie of 
wild beasts is worth the 
price of admission alone.

The film’s depiction 
of the British Raj as the 
work of heartless, racist 
monsters warmed my  
anti-imperialist heart.

The credits are played 
out to a brilliant song and 
dance routine celebrating 
and calling for revolution 
in which the whole cast 
and the director take part.

While they dance, 
pictures of heroes of 
the anti-British colonial 
struggle come up behind 
them. One was the socialist 
revolutionary and  
anti-colonialist Bhagat 
Singh. You don’t get that 
in Marvel post-credit 
sequences.
Sasha Simic

Packed with action
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D
O  s o a r i n g 
inflation and 
the growing 
number  of 
strikes mean 
we’re going 

back half a century to an 
era of flared trousers and 
flare-ups in society?                         

Inflation is taking off as 
it did from the late 1960s 
onwards, peaking at over 24 
percent a year in 1975. But 
this time the acceleration 
of price rises is far quicker 
even if it hasn’t hit such 
heights—yet.

And again, as last week’s 
interest rate rise signals, 
 spiralling prices could be 
combined with a reces-
sion where growth dies and 
people lose their jobs. That’s 
what happened between 
1973 and 1975.

But it’s the return of strikes 
that most want to analyse. 

The Sun’s front page 
 headline recently read, “We 
regret to announce that this 
country is returning to the 
1970s.” And it went on—in its 
usual lying mode—“Teachers 
and binmen threaten to join 
railway workers’ strike—caus-
ing chaos not seen since the 
1970s.”

The message is that the 
1970s was a squalid decade of 
mayhem imposed by  bullying 
trade unions who wrecked 
 everyone’s lives in pursuit of 
their selfish demands. Everyone 
should try to prevent any return 
to this abyss.

In fact, there is a lot to cel-
ebrate about the 1970s. The 
greatest wave of strikes since 
the 1920s massively boosted 
workers’ confidence and terri-
fied the ruling class. 

National miners’ strikes 
defeated the Tory government. 
An openly political strike freed 
the imprisoned Pentonville Five 
union activists and smashed 
anti-union laws.

There was the biggest  building 
strike ever with 300,000 people 
out over 12 weeks.

A
T THE Saltley 
Gate coke works 
in Birmingham 
during the 1972 
miners’ battle, 
strikers won a 

victory that became a sym-
bol of workers’ power. Tens 
of thousands of striking min-
ers and other workers who 
had walked out to join them 
defeated the police and shut 
down the depot.

Tory MP Douglas Hurd was 
then parliamentary private 
secretary to prime minister 
Edward Heath. 

He recorded in his diary that 
the government was “vainly 
wandering over the battlefield 
looking for someone to surren-
der to, and being massacred all 
the time”.

By the end of 1973 Tory 
industry minister John Davies 
told his family, “We must enjoy 
this Christmas for it may be our 
last one.”

The number of strike days 
rose from fewer than five 

million in 1968 to 13.5 mil-
lion in 1971 and 23.9 million 
in 1972. For comparison, the 
2018 figure was 273,000.

Millions of workers won pay 
rises that matched or beat infla-
tion and stopped job cuts. 

The fantastic high points 
of struggle encouraged fights 
by groups of women workers, 
the very low paid and those 
who had never been in unions 
before. 

They included cleaners, care 
workers, ambulance drivers, 

school meals workers, nurses, 
food workers and more.

A powerful example came in 
January 1970 as the wage revolt 
spread to clothing  workers in 
Leeds. 

The mainly women workers 
at one firm, John Collier, struck 
and then pulled out other firms 
until 25,000 were on strike.

Vince Hall ,  writ ing in 
Socialist Worker, reported, “I 
went along with 300 marching 
people down to the Woodhouse 
area of Leeds. They were 

singing ‘We shall overcome’.
“The demonstrators, mostly 

women, surrounded the small 
factory of H Spender Ltd and 
swarmed round it shouting 
‘Out, out, out’. 

“They banged on the win-
dows and pushed open the 
doors.”

Women “rushed in scream-
ing ‘Support us’, ‘Don’t be 
blacklegs’, ‘Stop scabbing’. The 
place was shut down inside ten 
minutes. 

“The demonstrators moved 
on, blocking traffic and taking 
over the whole street while 
nervous policemen looked on.”

Next the “incensed” women 
tackled the Hall Schiller Ltd fac-
tory. Here workers were unsure 
about joining in for fear of the 
sack.

But “the continuous uproar 
and singing and shouting  outside 
proved too much. Several ashen-
faced men walked out nervously 
into the crowd. Later the rest of 
the women ran out.”

S
U C H  g l o r i -
ous moments 
weren’t because 
o f  l e f t  w i n g 
union  leaders. 
The John Collier 

strikers’ demand for an extra 
shilling (5p) an hour for all 

workers was denounced by 
the national union officials.

They were asking for far 
less, and for bigger increases 
for men than women. But 
that didn’t hold back the strik-
ers who described a sense of 
fighting for each other and for 
young people.

It wasn’t just that there 
were lots more strikes. Strikers 
developed the tactic of “flying 
pickets”.

These moved from  workplace 
to workplace shutting down 
those still working and stopping 
the movement of goods linked 
to the strike.

Militant methods became 
normal—between March and 
May 1972 there were 57 sepa-
rate sit-ins going on. 

Unions of teachers, civil 
service workers and hospi-
tal workers were blooded in 
struggle and became real class 
organisations.

Who—apart from bosses, 
Tories, union bureaucrats and 
Labour politicians—wouldn’t 
want this to return? But there 
are big differences.

T
ODAY ONE in four 
workers are in a 
union. In 1979 it 
w a s  t w i c e  a s 
many. So far we 
have seen only 

glimpses of the confidence 
of the early 70s.

It’s great to see more strikes, 
but there will be sharp battles 
to win more big unions to join 
the fight and to hold hard-hit-
ting action. 

Union leaders hold back 
from defying the anti-union 
laws, and most activists go 
along with them.

We have to build on the 
signs of hope. Looking at the 
videos of the Amazon workers’ 

IS IT TRUE 
THAT THE 
1970s ARE 
BACK? 
Jazzy shirts and militant strikes defined the 1970s. 
Charlie Kimber asks if this era of struggle is back, looks at 
what’s different and asks how we can do even better this time

Millions of 
workers won 
wage rises that   
beat inflation 
and stopped  
job cuts 

‘‘ 
 The Sun is worried

WOMEN ON strike for equal pay at Yardley cosmetics factory in 1977 in Basildon 
   Picture: John Sturrock 

Women workers 
striking for 
equal pay in 
Birmingham in 
1976 (top) Strikes 
today, like the 
RMT rail strike, 
can learn lessons 
from the 1970s 
Picture: Guy Smallman 
(above)
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l In the Thick of Workers’ 
Struggle
by Tony Cliff £14.99
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop.  
Phone 020 7637 1848 or 
go to bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

unofficial walkout last week in 
Tilbury, what shines through 
is the  confidence of those 
involved.

They don’ t  care what 
 management says. They’re 
angry over pay and want action.

Ralph Darlington has  written 
extensively on workers’ strug-
gles of the 1970s. 

He told Socialist Worker last 
week, “One of the big differ-
ences from then to now is the 
absence of an organised net-
work of rank and file workers 
who had at least some inde-
pendence from the national 
union officials.

“In the 1970s the Communist 
Party (CP)—for all its faults—
and its Liaison Committee for 
the Defence of Trade Unions 
(LCDTU) were very important. 

“Although they sought offi-
cial support, they were  prepared 
to initiate unofficial action 
against the anti-union laws put 
forward under both Labour and 
Tory governments.

“There was a powerful 
 network of shop stewards cre-
ated during 25 years of eco-
nomic boom after the Second 
World War, and the Communist 
Party provided a political glue 
for those people.”

That goes to the issue of poli-
tics. The CP did call independ-
ent actions, and the LCDTU 
could itself organise strikes 
which half a million workers 
joined.

But the CP also hobbled 
the strike movement. It glued 
together a network of militants 
but also stuck them to people 
who would liquidate the strikes.

I
T HAD no vision sepa-
rate from left wing union 
leaders such as Hugh 
Scanlon of the engi-
neers and Jack Jones 
of the Transport and 

General Workers’ Union.
So, when these leaders 

decided to turn against unoffi-
cial strikes, the CP went along 
with them. 

From as early as 1973 Jones 
and Scanlon were urging 
Chrysler car workers to aban-
don solidarity and work  
alongside contractors  scabbing 
on a str ike by Chrysler 
electricians.

The election of a Labour gov-
ernment in 1974 also saw these 
union leaders agree to pay cuts 
for workers to help out “their” 
government. 

Labour, as committed as the 
Tories to “modernising” British 
capitalism, forced through a 
wage-slashing social contract.

And the union leaders went 
along with it, encouraging 
strike-breaking as they went. 

The Labour government cut 
real wages, succeeding where 
the Tories failed. 

And the recession sapped the 
confidence of some of the mili-
tants who had earlier led strikes.

A revival of action in 1977 and 
then the Winter of Discontent 
in 1978-9 weren’t based on the 
sense of class unity. 

Nor did they have the exuber-
ant hope that had marked the 
earlier period.

That means there was a gen-
eral drift rightwards. 

What was missing was to link 
the workplace struggles to other 
political issues of the time—
British oppression in Northern 
Ireland, anti-racism, the reason 
why Labour fails. 

Today, rediscovering the 
verve and assurance of the best 
of the 1970s can resonate with 
anti-racists, climate campaign-
ers and fighters against oppres-
sion who won’t bow down to 
Labour.

That doesn’t mean going back 
to the 1970s. It means going for-
ward to something better.

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Indian liberation was won 
through ferment of revolt

In his final column 
in this series John 
Newsinger writes 
on how ordinary 
people secured Indian 
independence

INDIAN INDEPENDENCE is 
often trumpeted as one of 
the great achievements of the 
1945-51 Labour government, 
up there alongside the 
creation of the NHS.  

Indeed, prime minister 
Clement Attlee is often 
celebrated as the man 
who liberated India. 

Yet the Labour government 
that came to power in 1945 
was absolutely committed 
to maintaining both the 
Empire and Britain’s 
position as a world power. 

Keeping control of India 
and its resources was vital 
if this was to be achieved. 

Attlee and his government 
intended to create a weak 
federal regime that would 
undermine the Congress 
movement for independence, 
and one which British 
could still dominate.  

A problem for Attlee was 
that hostility to continued 
British rule dramatically 
increased in the post-war 
period, fuelled in part by 
serious economic crisis. 

During the war, some 
20,000 Indian prisoners-
of-war had been recruited 
by the Japanese into the 
Indian National Army 
(INA), to fight the British 
for Indian independence. 

Traitors
As far as the British were 
concerned, these men 
were traitors. But as far 
as a growing number of 
Indians were concerned 
they were heroes. The 
British proposed to put the 
leaders of the INA on trial, 
provoking fierce protests. 

On 21 November 1945, 
there were student protests 
against the trials in Calcutta. 
The police opened fire, 
killing two protesters. 

The response was a city-
wide general strike which 
saw barricades going up. 
“Order” was only restored 
after two days of fighting 
and after another 33 people 

had been killed. There were 
militant protests in many 
other towns and cities. 

There were more protests 
in Calcutta the following 
February, culminating in 
another general strike, 
and half a million people 
marching through the streets.

What was decisive, 
however, was the mutiny 
of Indian sailors that began 
in Bombay harbour on 
18 February 1946 with 
the mutineers taking 
control of 22 warships. 

They demanded an end 
to the trials, withdrawal of 
Indian troops from Indonesia 
and the same pay and 
conditions as British sailors. 

A general strike was called 
in their support, with some 
300,000 workers walking out 
and barricades going up. 

The mutiny spread to 
other ports and there was 
considerable unrest in the 
army and air force as well. 

Strikes also a played a 
key role. In 1946 there were 
1,629 strikes involving some 
2 million workers and in a 
number of cities the police 
walked out on strike as well.

While the Labour 

government was still 
determined to keep 
India subordinate, the 
military commanders 
advised them that this 
was no longer possible. 

The level of unrest 
was rising and the naval 
mutiny had shown that 
the Indian military could 
not be relied upon. 

Peacefully
As far as the generals were 
concerned the only choice 
the British had was to leave 
peacefully now or be 
driven out violently.

Foreign secretary Ernest 
Bevin said Britain should keep 
control of India for another 
15 years if necessary until a 
reliable puppet government 
could be installed. 

But the decision was 
taken to pull out of India 
as soon as possible. Lord 
Mountbatten was charged 
with this and he plunged 
the country into horrific 
communal violence that left 
over a million people dead. 

The consequences for 
Britain were soon felt. 

When the Labour 
government sent soldiers 
to Korea to fight in the 
US’s war in 1950, the 
newly independent Indian 
government absolutely 
refused to send troops. 

From this time on, the 
British ruling class was 
forced to reluctantly accept 
that it could only protect its 
interests by subordinating 
itself to the US. 

Attlee and the Labour 
government did not liberate 
India. The Indian people 
liberated themselves.

ACTION SPREAD like wildfire

The level of 
unrest was 
rising and the 
Indian navy 
mutinied

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
INDIA
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Crisis in Iraq is rooted in legacy of US occupation
by NICK CLARK

FOR A full week thousands of 
people occupied the Iraqi par-
liament in a standoff between 
rival political factions that 
could explode into gun  battles 
in Baghdad.

Behind it is the crisis of a 
corrupt and sectarian system 
imposed by the US, meddling 
by regional powers, and the 
fate of an uprising by ordi-
nary people.

Thousands of supporters 
of the Shia Muslim cleric and 
political movement leader 
Moqtada al-Sadr stormed 
the capital city’s militarised 
Green Zone—the site of gov-
ernment offices—last week.

It was part of a precari-
ously managed confrontation 
between Sadr and other Shia 
Muslim political groups. 

All sides have armed wings 
or militias and have mobi-
lised their supporters on the 
streets.

It comes after months of 
wrangling to end a stalemate 
that has left Iraq without a 
government for ten months.

A coalition led by Sadr 
came out of Iraq’s elections 
last October as the largest 

bloc in parliament. It ended 
the dominance of other Shia 
parties that controlled most 
Iraqi governments in the past 
decade.

Sadr said he wanted to 
overturn the corrupt and 
sectarian system that facil-
itated their rule. But—
though he won the sup-
port of Sunni Muslim and 
Kurdish parties—he didn’t 
have enough  support to form 
a government.

After months of manoeu-
vres and threats, in June Sadr 

ordered his supporters in par-
liament to resign. He accused 
the Shia groups of putting 
pressure on the other politi-
cal blocs supporting him.

This left the Shia factions 
open to try and form a gov-
ernment themselves. 

But when they tried to 
nominate a prime minister 
late last month, Sadr called 
his supporters out onto the 
streets, where they stormed 
and occupied parliament.

This is just one outcome of 
a deep crisis of the system the 

US installed after invading in 
2003. Under a sectarian polit-
ical setup—which Iraq had 
never had before—power 
and government office was 
divided between religious 
and ethnic groups. 

It drove division down 
into Iraqi society and fuelled 
corruption at the top of 
government.

Shia parties benefited 
most, as the system favoured 
them and allocated them 
the office of prime minis-
ter. But every party—Shia or 

Sunni—benefitted from the 
system that awarded them 
positions of power.

The US’s invasion also 
laid waste to Iraq’s economy 
and society. The corruption 
kept ordinary Iraqis impov-
erished—sparking repeated 
explosions of protests.

In 2018 tens of thousands of 
people protested  demanding 
funding for basic services such 
as energy and water.

Shortages
E l e c t r i c i t y  s h o r t a g e s 
make life unbearable. The 
 protesters explicitly linked 
the government’s failures to 
its corruption, including the 
involvement of Iran in Iraqi 
politics through the ruling 
Shia parties.

And in 2019 an even 
bigger movement took over 
the centre of Baghdad. 

It called for an end to pov-
erty and corruption—and the 
fall of the political system 
that fuelled them.

After weeks of protests—
which withstood bloody 
assaults by state forces and sec-
tarian militias—the  movement 
forced prime minister Adel 
Abdul Mahdi to resign. Sadr 
played a complicated and 

contradictory role in all of this.
He made a name for  himself 

as an armed  resistance leader 
that challenged the US occu-
pation and humiliated the 
British army in Basra.

He’s since rebranded 
himself as an Arab or Iraqi 
nationalist, and positioned 
himself as a champion of the 
poor against the system. 

Yet he’s also tried to 
manipulate that system, 
making and breaking alli-
ances with governments and 
opposition parties alike.

He has tens of thousands—
if not millions—of  supporters, 
many of them ready to take 
up arms. 

At times he’s aligned him-
self with protest movements 
from below. And at other 
times—when he can’t control 
them—he turned on them. 

After originally joining 
the 2019 movement, Sadr 
ordered his armed  supporters 
to side with the forces trying 
to drown the protests in 
blood in 2020.

That was one of the big-
gest blows to the movement 
and helped to drive it off the 
streets. Now, in its wake, Iraq’s 
political crisis could enter a 
new and bloody chapter.

PROTESTERS AND supporters of Moqtada al-Sadr occupy the Iraqi Parliament in Baghdad
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‘Why we’re 
turning our 
backs on 
Labour...
..after Labour turned its back on 
us’—Isabel Ringrose spoke to 
activists disgusted by Keir Starmer

AS KEIR Starmer responds 
to a rising tide of strikes 

by accelerating his shift to the 
right, trade unionists and even 
party members are increasingly 
turning their back on him too.

For workers and union activists, 
Starmer’s demands that leading MPs 
stay away from picket lines—and his 
refusal to back above inflation pay 
rises—is a betrayal. Meanwhile, 
many Labour members, and those 
who have recently left, question 
what the party is even for.

For HGV2 drivers in Coventry, 
their eight month strike against the 
Labour council was a sign of things 
to come. While they fought for—
and eventually won—a pay rise, the 
Labour council, backed by Starmer, 
set out to break them. 

 “We had the door slammed 
squarely in our face by the coun-
cil who made up lies, suspended 
our rep and provided scab labour,” 
Unite union convenor Haydn Jones 
told Socialist Worker. “The inten-
tion was to intimidate and bully us 
to show they have the capability to 
make other strikers fall in line.

“Labour needs to hang its head 
in shame—it’s a party of despair for 
workers and it will never be united. 
Anybody that says Labour is there to 
represent working people is abso-
lutely delusional.”

Ripped
Haydn  r ipped  h i s  Labour 
 membership up on the picket line. 
None of the 73 strikers were mem-
bers by the end of the dispute.

He thinks Starmer wants to 
prove that Labour is not a party that 
 represents workers or unions. 

“I’ll never forget eight months 
of being sneered at by Starmer,” 
he said—pointing to how Starmer 
laughed at the idea that Unite could 
cut its  funding for the party over the 
dispute.

Labour MPs were cautious about 
joining Coventry’s picket line, includ-
ing the left wing Zarah Sultana. “She 
chose to be a Labour MP rather than 
standing up for our rights,” Haydn 
said. “They don’t stand by their 

convictions. For me there’s little or 
no hope for the Labour Party. That’s 
been demonstrated by the vicious 
barrage of lies and attacks on us.”

Haydn added that Starmer is 
“forgetting how Labour was set 
up through subs and donations of 
workers. It takes millions from hard 
 working people through union affil-
iation fees,” he said. “Unite must 
disaffiliate from Labour and there’s 
a strong urge for this. No more 
 payments should go to Labour.”

Labour activists are also  starting to 
question whether the party deserves 
their money and support. 

Alex joined the Labour Party 
just before the 2017 general elec-
tion, encouraged by previous leader 
Jeremy Corbyn’s promise to abolish 
student debt.

“I joined because it was not just 
about being against the Tories, it felt 
like something I could actually get 
behind,” he told Socialist Worker. 
Yet Alex’s enthusiasm started to dip 
as the Labour right attacked and 
defeated Corbyn’s leadership in the 
run up to the 2019 general election.

When Starmer replaced Corbyn 
and the pandemic hit, Alex let his 
membership expire.

 “Going into the Covid lockdowns 
Starmer backed up the Tories,” he 
said. “Meanwhile capitalism col-
lapsed in on itself and couldn’t 
cope without being backed up by 
 workers—that radicalised me.”

BACK STORY
Trade unionists are angry at 
Keir Starmer after he refused 
to back pay strikes
lHe told his leading MPs to stay 
away as ‘a government doesn’t 
join picket lines’
lAnd he sacked Labour MP Sam 
Tarry as a shadow minister for 
saying workers should get pay 
rises in line with inflation
lIt comes after Starmer sided 
with Coventry council against 
striking HGV2 drivers earlier this 
year

COVENTRY HGV2 drivers—betrayed by Labour—on strike earlier this year

Is an alternative possible—and what 
would it have to do to be different?
FOR THE thousands—or tens of 
thousands—who’ve left Labour 
under Starmer, the big question 
is what fills the gap, and where to 
place their activity.

Many feel that an alternative 
party to Labour—one that matches 
what they hoped for under Jeremy 
Corbyn—would be a step forward.

Haydn has called on Labour’s 
left MPs to quit the party and join 
a new parliamentary organisation 
representing workers.

“We need a new party that 
believes in socialism to make things 
fair and equal for all,” he said. “We 
need to gather around people such 
as Corbyn. And we need a majority 
within parliament to change rules. 
I think a socialist government could 

run the country quite successfully, 
and they would have to make 
people pay their fair share.”

With the funding pulled from 
Labour, Haydn says this should go 
towards sponsoring Unite members 
and socialist councillors.

“Starmer has changed the rules 
so much that it’d be impossible to 
get anyone that resembles Corbyn 
in,” he said. “But we have two years 
to do something.” 

He added, “We need a process—
that I hope isn’t too slow—of getting 
socialist councillors elected then 
supporting them as MPs.”

Yet even a new party would 
face the same difficulties as Labour 
under Corbyn. His MPs didn’t rebel 
against him simply because they 

were right wing. It was because they 
hated that his leadership didn’t look 
like what they call a “responsible 
party of government.”

That’s a party that promises 
to manage the economy and the 
British state in a way that ensures 
bosses’ profits. So Labour MPs 
pushed Corbyn into compromise. 
The experience dispirited many 
activists such as Alex.

“There was such fundamental 
contrast in the party that meant 
Corbyn couldn’t put his platform 
forward,” Alex said.

“It showed me even if he was 
in power, Corbyn would’ve had to 
compromise. Not even because of 
public pressure, but because his 
own party would’ve imploded.”

Constant compromise isn’t just 
the great failure of Labour—it’s the 
nature of parliamentary politics to 
fall into the demands of the right 
and big business. 

A new party would have to face 
up to that challenge, as well as the 
pressure to fall in behind Labour in 
parliament against the Tories.

Any alternative mustn’t simply try 
to repeat the Corbyn project—but 
build a new one that puts the power 
of struggle and resistance, not 
parliament, at its heart.

Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell joined picket lines last week—but can they
lead an alternative?  Picture: Guy Smallman
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PAY FIGHTS 

Felixstowe workers 
get ready for action
STRIKES ARE set for the port 
of Felixstowe later this month 
after workers were offered a 
below-inflation pay rise.

Talks at conciliation service 
Acas failed to produce an 
offer, sparking the action for 
1,900 Unite union members. 

Strike dates are set for 
Sunday 21 August to Monday 
29 August.

The Felixstowe Dock 
and Railway Company 
failed to improve its offer 
of a 7 percent pay increase, 
significantly below the 
11.8 percent RPI inflation rate.

Workers only received a 
1.4 percent below-inflation 
pay increase last year.

Felixstowe is Britain’s 
largest container port. Some 
48 percent of containers 
brought in Britain come 
through the port, so strikes 
could paralyse the country 
and severely disrupt the 
supply chain.

Constructing a 
fight over poor pay
UNITE UNION members 
at construction supplies 
companies Birtley Group 
Ltd and Bowater Doors Ltd 
announced strikes over low 
pay.

The 124 workers, based in 
Chester-le-Street, are spread 
across the two companies but 
work at the same premises 
and are part of the same 
parent company Hill & Smith 
Holdings PLC.

Thirteen days of strike are 
set for Wednesday of this 
week, ending on Monday 
22 August. This will be 
followed by 16 more days of 
strikes beginning Sunday 4 
September, ending on Monday 
19 September.

An overtime ban will 
also commence from this 
Wednesday.

AQA strikers score 
the bosses a fail
WORKERS AT the AQA exam 
board were set to strike for 
four days from this Friday. 

Members of the Unison 
union at the Manchester office 
are battling a 3 percent pay 
offer. 

The soaring cost of living 
has left many AQA workers 
unable to pay bills and stay 
afloat.

Trade unionists should visit 
their picket lines and offer 
support.

St James Tavern 
strike off for talks
A STRIKE of pub workers 
at the St James Tavern in 
Brighton has been called off so 
talks with the leaseholder can 
take place. 

Workers, who are members 
of the UVW union, planned to 
strike for 20 consecutive days 
to demand £11.50 an hour, sick 
pay and union recognition. 

They also demanded the 
reinstatement of all sacked 
striking members of staff.

NHS CUTS

NHS wait times lurching 
deeper into catastrophe
N H S  AC C I D E N T a n d 
 emergency (A&E) waits 
are now “apocalyptic”—
and they could be driving 
1,000 patient deaths a 
month.

But the government is 
 systematically hiding the 
truth to cover-up the fatal 
consequence of years of 
cuts, staffing shortages and 
 privatisation.

Almost 700,000 people 
have waited more than 12 
hours in A&E in the first 
seven months of 2022, 
according to leaked NHS 
data.

The “hidden” monthly trol-
ley waits, not published in 
national data, have more than 
doubled compared to 2019.

The average number of 
people attending A&Es is 
similar to 2019 at 1.7  million, 
suggesting the waits are not 
driven by an increase in 
people using the service.

A cancer patient, who says 
she faced a wait of 31 hours 
in A&E, said it was like “a 
cattle market”. 

Admitted
Tracy Summerson, who 
had nausea and a fever, 
was eventually admitted to 
 Lincoln County Hospital last 
week. She said there were 
more than 30 other patients 
who waited a similar amount 
of time.

Summerson, who has 
stage four malignant mel-
anoma, said, “There were 
people coming with sick 
bowls being sick next to 
you. When you are immune-
suppressed you’re sup-
posed to go in a side room 

out of germs’ way, but they 
needed all the rooms for 
 consultations.”

The  NHS has  been 
 collecting data on 12-hour 
waits, measured from the 
moment a patient arrives in 
A&E. This data is far higher 

than the official figures 
published by the NHS each 
month. They only measure 
the time waited after a deci-
sion to admit a patient is 
made.

Data obtained by The 
Independent newspaper 
shows a 144 percent increase 
in the monthly 12-hour waits 
from arrival in 2022 com-
pared to 2019.

It shot up from almost 
around 37,000 a month to 
almost 100,000.

Meanwhile the Health 
Service Journal collated new 
data from 20 of the largest 
trusts and compared it with 
the publicly reported “trolley 
wait” figures.

From the 20 trusts 
 examined,  there were 
around 33,000 cases in total 

under the new measure, 
around six times the 5,300 
under the published figures.

Statistician Dr Steve 
Black said around 1,000 
additional patients a month 
may be dying in emergency 
 departments because of long 
waits. He published a report 
on mortality rates in A&E 
earlier this year.

“The number of monthly 
waits also show clearly why 
Covid cannot be blamed for 
the current problems,” he 
said. 

“The current state of waits 
in major A&Es is apocalyptic 
and we are seeing neither 
honesty about the numbers 
nor any good ideas about 
how to improve them.”

The crisis is reaching every 
aspect of healthcare. 

Nine in 10 NHS dental 
practices in Britain are 
not accepting new adult 
patients—unless they agree 
to go private.

And, eight in 10 NHS 
 dentists are not taking on 
children either.

That ’ s  according to 
research by the BBC.

T h e  l a c k  o f  N H S 
 appointments is forcing 
people to drive hundreds of 
miles in search of treatment, 
or pull out their own teeth 
without anaesthesia.

Some people are in 
so much pain they have 
restricted their long term 
diets to little more than soup.

The immediate crisis stems 
from NHS bosses’ changes to 
dentists’ contracts, which 
means they earn less per 
NHS patient.

But the longer term 
 problem stems from the 
 failure to fully incorporate 
dentistry into the NHS.

Yet another cut in pay for 
NHS workers will make all 
the crises worse.

That’s why, as well as 
 battles to defend the NHS 
itself, there has to be a fight 
for above-inflation pay rises 
for health workers.

The regional health com-
mittee of the Unison union 
in the north west of England 
has agreed to make Friday 
26 August a day of action, 
with each branch encour-
aged to do some pay activity 
on the day. 

It’s the day regulator 
Ofgem announces the next 
rise in fuel prices. 

The NHS is in crisis and 
resistance is crucial.

New data 
reveals a much 
worse picture 
than the 
official figures 

‘‘ 

PATIENTS ARE increasingly being treated on trolleys and in corridors

HEALTH

Health strikers announce 
fresh walkouts over pay
HEALTH WORKERS battling 
poverty pay and outsourcing 
at Lancashire and South 
Cumbria Trust have 
announced new walkouts. 

Some 50 workers, 
who are members of the 
Unison union, want the 
same pay as those directly 
employed by the NHS. 

This would mean the 
cleaners, porters and 
caterers would get extra 
money for working nights, 
weekends and bank holidays. 

Strikers, who are 

employed by outsourcer 
OCS, were due to walk out 
this Thursday and Friday. 
They were then set to 
strike for 48 hours from 
this Sunday. This will be 
followed by a three‑day 
strike from 18 August. 

Workers have mounted 
solid picket lines throughout 
the dispute, and they’ve been 
receiving solidarity from the 
wider trade union movement. 
This must continue to 
support these workers in 
this important dispute. OCS strikers are upping the ante
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It’s curtain up on a 
festival of bin strikes 
by SARAH BATES

AT T E N D E E S  T O  t h e 
Edinburgh Festival this 
month are  set  to  be 
 picking their way through 
 steaming piles of rubbish, 
as bin workers prepare to 
strike.

Refuse workers, in the 
Unite and GMB unions, are 
due to walk out from next 
Thursday until 30 September.

They represent the first 
wave of action over the deri-
sory pay offer put forward 
by Scottish local authority 
employers.

K i r s t en  Muat ,  GMB 
Scotland organiser, said, 
“When visitors from across 
the world ask why this is 
happening, the response will 
be straightforward. 

“Our members are not 
prepared for services to be 
delivered on the backs of the 
working poor.

“Our key workers deserved 
to be valued properly and 
ahead of a grim winter with 
forecasts of double-digit 
inflation and eye-watering 
energy bills, they urgently 
need pay that confronts this 
cost of living crisis.”

Workers in early years, 
waste and schools across all 

councils in Scotland voted 
to take action against the 
pathetic 2 percent pay “rise” 
they’ve been offered.

But in most councils, ballot 
turnout was lower than the 
threshold required by Tory 
anti-trade union laws.

In nine councils workers 
are set to take action, with 
school staff planning to walk 
out in the second week in 
early September.

Workers at ten more 
councils are on the cusp of 
entering into a re-ballot for 
strikes, with results out at the 
same time. Already, threats 

of strikes have led to the 
Scottish government handing 
over an extra £140 million to 
councils to fund an improved 
offer. 

The Scottish National Party 
has found itself in the embar-
rassing situation of councils 
offering a lower increase than 
the one in England. 

And it’s still less.
If threats of action can 

generate some £140 million, 
imagine what actual strikes 
could produce.

nREFUSE WORKERS in 
Surrey paused a pay strike this 

week for talks. The  workers 
are outsourced to waste 
giant Amey by Elmbridge and 
Surrey Heath councils. They 
struck last week over pay.  

The GMB said the strikes 
will resume if talks break 
down. Workers should keep 
striking and not accept a 
below-inflation pay rise. 

nOUTSOURCED refuse 
workers in West Berkshire 
have accepted a new pay 
offer. After rejecting two pre-
vious offers, workers agreed 
a 9.2 percent pay rise. 

All workers, who are 
 outsourced to Veolia, will now 
be paid more than £11 an 
hour. Strikes could have won 
them an  inflation- busting rise.

nREFUSE WORKERS in 
Newham, east London, 
have returned a huge vote 
for strikes. Unite union 
 membership at the depot is 
close to 100 percent. 

On an 81.5 percent 
 turnout—with 130 eligible 
to vote—all but one union 
member voted for strikes.

The lowest paid worker 
receives just £22,780 a year.

The workers now plan to 
coordinate action with refuse 
workers in the neighbouring 
London borough of Hackney.

UNIVERSITIES DELIVERY WORKERS RIG WORKERS

BUS WORKERS

ROUND-UP

ALL MODERN language 
courses at Leeds Beckett 
university are set to close 
in the latest assault on 
university education.

The UCU union 
described the timing of 
the announcement while 
workers are not teaching 
as “cynical”. 

It said the move will 
leave, “staff completely 
uncertain of their futures 
and knowing that their 
chances of seeking other 
employment is severely 
impacted”. 

Languages at Leeds 
Beckett have been a key 
part of the institution 
since the late 1970s.

Meanwhile, staff at 
Roehampton university in 
London are facing a fire 
and rehire attack that will 
see university bosses cull 
over 200 jobs. 

The university of 

Huddersfield and 
the University of 
Wolverhampton also said 
there would be cuts to arts 
and humanities courses. 

These cuts are 
ideological and a reflection 
of a Tory government 
that continues to devalue 
certain subjects.

A much larger fight 
is needed to stop these 
attacks. 

Last month the UCU 
confirmed it would ballot 
its members across 
Britain for more industrial 
action. 

Strikes that include 
more university branches 
could stop the onslaught. 

Activists in the UCU 
must fight hard to make 
sure there is a massive 
vote for strikes in the 
coming term over pay, 
pensions, jobs, contracts 
and equality.

REFUSE WORKERS meeting in Newham, east London

TRANSPORTLOCAL GOVERNMENT

N Sea medics 
in a pay battle

DHL strike 
in Scotland

ScotRail workers throw 
out a below-inflation offer 

Chelster-le-Street bus 
workers fight for depot 

University cuts show 
need for resistance 

MEDICS WHO work on Shell 
platforms in the North Sea 
will vote on strikes after they 
rejected a real terms cut pay.

The Unite union represents 
more than a dozen workers 
employed by United Healthcare 
Global Medical (UK) who 
provide essential medial cover 
on oil giant Shell’s platforms.

These include the Brent 
Charlie, Gannet Alpha, 
Shearwater, Nelson, Sole Pit 
Clipper and Leman Alpha 
platforms.

United Healthcare made a 
“final offer” of just 3.5 percent

Unite has warned 
United Healthcare that its 
3.5 percent offer is “completely 
unacceptable”. 

The company last recorded 
profit after taxation of 
£8.9 million in December 
2020.

And if that’s not enough, 
they could ask Shell for some 
loose change from its billions 
of profits.

DHL WORKERS in Scotland 
supplying Sainsbury’s stores 
were set to strike from 
this Saturday for a week.

The Unite union represents 
over 300 DHL warehouse 
workers who are based at 
the distribution centre in 
Langlands Park, East Kilbride. 

The distribution centre 
supplies Sainsbury’s stores 
throughout Scotland 
and Northern Ireland.

Some 96 percent of DHL 
workers on a 68 percent 
turnout voted for action. 

This follows the 
rejection of DHL’s final 
offer which represents 
a real terms pay cut.

Currently DHL pays 
lower wages to workers 
in Scotland than to those 
in other parts of Britain.

Unite general secretary 
Sharon Graham said, “Unite 
will challenge DHL and 
its mega-wealthy owners 
Deutsche Post DHL Group.”

AROUND 170 bus workers 
at Chester-le-Street garage 
in north east England are 
set for an indefinite strike 
against Go North East bosses’ 
plan to close their depot.

Workers in the Unite union 
will walk out from next Friday 
to stop efforts to permanently 
move staff to different depots. 

While drivers and engineers 
will not lose their jobs if they 
relocate, cleaners, admin and 
other workers do not have that 
guarantee.

The workers also say strikes 
will protect the local residents 
and the bus routes they rely 
on. Go North East claims 

services will not be impacted 
if the depot is closed. But the 
company is cutting dozens 
of routes across Durham, 
Gateshead, Sunderland, South 
Tyneside, and parts of the 
Tyne Valley.

Unite general secretary 
Sharon Graham said, “Go 
North East needs to withdraw 
its poorly thought out 
closure plans and enter into 
meaningful negotiations with 
Unite to ensure an improved 
service can be implemented.

“Our members at Go North 
East will receive Unite’s total 
support until this dispute is 
resolved.”

Carmarthen 
against slavery
A PROTEST is set for this 
Sunday in the campaign to 
topple the monument in 
Carmarthen, west Wales,  
venerating the slaver 
Sir Thomas Picton. He lived 
from 18758 to 1815 and 
was known as known as the 
Tyrant of Trinidad, or the 
Blood-Stained Governor. 

The obelisk that 
commemorates him must go.

Organisers Stand Up to 
Racism say, “At 3.45pm we 
are gathering at the park 
bandstand. 

“The protest will highlight 
Luisa Calderón, the 14 year 
old child tortured by Picton.

“The protest will include 
a march, a dramatisation of 
Luisa’s life at the foot of the 
obelisk, speeches and music 
in Carmarthen park. 

“Outrageously, the fascist 
group known as Voice of 
Wales is threatening to 
disrupt the protest. 

“Our best response is for 
maximum attendance at the 
anti-racist event.”

nTHE PCS union is telling 
civil service workers to get 

“strike ready” ahead of a 
national industrial action 
ballot,

Workers will vote on 
strikes over pay, pensions, 
jobs and redundancy pay 
which runs for six weeks 
from 26 September.

The unions says, “Tens of 
thousands of our members 
are struggling through the 
spiralling cost of living crisis. 

“In response our annual 
delegate conference agreed 
to ballot after our union 
rejected yet another derisory 
civil service pay remit.”

The union wants members 
to update their details to 
make the postal ballot as 
efficient as possible.

nOVER THE last month, 
Band 2 Healthcare Assistants 
at the Northern Care 
Alliance Hospitals in Greater 
Manchester have met to 
launch a campaign.

These meetings come 
after over 1,000 workers 
have completed surveys 
about the clinical duties they 
perform but don’t get paid 
for. 

The campaign has won 
huge support, and shows 
the mood to fight across the 
whole health service. 

SCOTRAIL WORKERS in the 
RMT union have voted to 
reject a below-inflation pay 
offer.

RMT officials advised the 
2,886 members—over half of 
ScotRail’s total workforce—
to vote against the deal. As 
well as the pay issue, a new 
technology move will remove 
vital station staff, who are 
crucial to rail safety.

On a 65 percent turnout 
the RMT members voted 
60 percent to reject. More 
strike dates could be 
announced soon, bringing the 
network to a standstill.

The offer included a 
2.2 percent pay increase to 

address the cost of living crisis 
funded by Transport Scotland, 
backdated to April 2022. And 
a further 2.8 percent increase, 
funded by ScotRail.

Workers were also offered no 
compulsory redundancies over 
the next five years. But bosses 
also want to bring Sundays into 
the working week by December 
2027 with a 10 percent Sunday 
working increase.

Now RMT officials will meet 
with ScotRail bosses to discuss 
new terms.

RMT general secretary Mick 
Lynch said, “If no improved 
offer is forthcoming then 
we will ballot our ScotRail 
members for strikes.”
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Attack on 2.2 million Palestinians crammed into an enclave...

  ISRAEL’S NEW TERROR 
ASSAULT AGAINST GAZA 
ISRAEL LAUNCHED a major 
offensive on Palestinians 
crammed into the Gaza 
Strip last weekend, killing 
over 40 people, including 
at least 15 children.

A missile fired by Israeli 
warplanes struck a group of 
people east of Khan Younis 
early last Saturday, killing 
24-year-old Tamim Ghassan
Abdullah Hijazi and 27-year-
old Osama Abdulrahman
Hussein al-Suri, according
to Gaza-based human rights
group Al-Mezan.

Hours  l a te r ,  I s rae l i 
 warplanes fired three mis-
siles at the three-storey home 
of a family of 40 south west 
of Gaza City, where mostly 
women and children lived. 

In the northern Jabaliya 
area, Israeli warplanes struck 
a group of Palestinians on 
Saturday, killing 28-year-
old Hasan Muhammad 
Yousef Mansour and severely 
 injuring another person.

Israeli warplanes also hit a 
group of Palestinians, mainly 
women and children, who 
were getting in a car to go to 
a family wedding. 

Al-Mezan said the attack 
killed the groom’s mother, 
Naamah Talbat Muhammad 
Abu Qaidah.

Mosque
Simultaneously scores of 
Israeli ultra-nationalists 
stormed the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
in occupied East Jerusalem 
on Sunday morning. They 
were protected by heavily 
armed Israeli forces.

The Tories, US  government 
and European Union all 
issued statements defending 
Israel’s bloody actions.

Liz Truss, the foreign 
 secretary and favourite to be 
the next prime minister, said, 
Britain “stands by Israel and 
its right to defend itself”.

An uneasy ceasefire agreed 
late on Sunday was holding 
at the beginning of this week. 

But it could break down 
at any time because Israeli 
politicians think bloodshed 

will boost their prospects of 
 electoral success.

A b o u t  2 . 2  m i l l i o n 
Palestinians are packed into 
the narrow coastal Gaza 
Strip, one of the most densely 
populated areas in the world. 

Since 2008 Israel has 
waged four wars on the area, 

killing thousands of people, 
most of them civilians.

Israeli military strategists 
talk of regularly “mowing 
the lawn” in Gaza—repeated 
wars to blunt resistance. It’s 
a figure of speech that treats 

people like grass. During 
Israel’s offensive on Gaza last 
year, its forces killed at least 
261 people, including 67 
children, and wounded more 
than 2,200 according to the 
United Nations. Israel tightly 

restricts movement of people 
and goods in and out of the 
enclave and imposes a naval 
blockade. 

Israel stopped the planned 
transport of fuel into Gaza 
shortly before it launched its 
attacks last Friday. 

This virtually shut down 
the territory’s only power 
plant and reduced electricity 
to about four hours a day.

Hospitals were among the 
key services hit by power 
shortages. “The Israelis are 
attacking civilians, they 
are attacking premises, 
 residential areas. 

“Nobody knows what will 
happen in the coming hours,” 
said Dr Medhat Abbas, 
director at the Gaza health 
ministry.

“There’s a shortage of 
electricity. We will rely in 

the hospitals on generators. 
Generators consume half a 
million litres every month. 
We do not have this fuel right 
now,” he added.

The latest Israeli assault 
began on Monday last week, 
when Israeli forces arrested 
Bassam al-Saadi, an Islamic 
Jihad resistance group 
 commander in the occupied 
West Bank.

Al-Saadi is a former 
 prisoner who spent many 
years in Israeli jails. Israel 
killed two of his sons during 
its large-scale invasion of the 
Jenin refugee camp in 2002. 

Al-Saadi was seized during 
an Israeli raid in the city of 
Jenin, during which an 
Israeli soldier shot and killed 
17-year-old Dirar al-Kafrini.

A few days later Israel
killed Tayseer al-Jabari, the 
Islamic Jihad commander in 
the north of Gaza. 

Raid
Then last  Sunday the 
 resistance group said Khaled 
Mansour, its commander in 
the south of Gaza, had also 
been killed in an Israeli raid.

Islamic Jihad did not 
immediately retaliate for 
the arrest of Al-Saadi. But, 
as Israeli forces knew, it had 
to when Israel started to 
 slaughter its leading figures. 

It fired some largely 
 ineffective rockets that killed 
nobody. By the beginning 
of this week there had been 
no significant injuries on the 
Israeli side.

Israeli prime minister Yair 
Lapid had stated last week, 
attacks on Gaza “will take as 
long as it needs”.

This latest war underlines 
the need to fight the Israeli 
apartheid state and for a 
single democratic Palestinian 
state with the right of return 
for all refugees.

Rally for Palestine  
End apartheid, end the 
occupation, stop arming Israel. 
Wed 10 Aug, 6pm, Downing 
Street, London, Called by 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign

The Tories have 
rushed to stand 
alongside 
Israel’s bloody 
crimes

‘‘ 

GAZA RESIDENTS carry out the body of Islamic Jihad commander Tayseer al-Jabari after an Israeli airstrike on his 
apartment (above) Palestinians search the rubble of a house struck by an Israeli missile in Gaza (below)        
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