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FIGHT TO STOP BAD PAY DEALS >>Pages 3,7 and 20

KILLED BY THE TORIES' | BRITAIN AND CLIMATE
ST OFFENSIVE STATE OF DENIAL

Frank Ospina died in hellish migrant centre >>Page 4 Rulers ignore their own report >>Pages 10&11

HEALTH

Junior doctors to
strike for pay and
defend the NHS

AROUND 60,000 junior
doctors are set to strike for
four days from Tuesday 11
April.

They are rightly refusing to
accept real terms pay cuts.

Other NHS workers should
follow their lead and return
to the picket lines rather than
accepting below-inflation
deals.

>>Page 20
I

UNITED STATES

Trump trial
could make him
more of a threat

AS FORMER president
Donald Trump faced
criminal charges on Tuesday
he hoped to whip up a
storm that could carry him
again into the White House.

Even if eventually the
legal moves finish him as an
individual, they could make
it easier for his vile politics
to grow.

>>Page 8
———

FRANCE

How can a
revolt t_)ecome a
revolution?

THE MASS protests and
strikes in France have
shaken the government
and raised fundamental
questions about democracy.
But how can a movement
go from protest to laying the
basis for a transformation of
society?

>>Pages 14&15
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘I know with 100
percent certainty
Raab was a bully.
People were
terrified to have
interactions with
him but also with
his office’

Former Foreign Office official

‘Raab turned
ahappy,
productive place
to a miserable
hole’

Another government official
‘Not all bullies
scream—some
are sarcastic,
demeaning and
controlling’
Another government official
‘He wasn’t so
bad. We had

a summer
barbecue each
year, called the
Raab-ecue’

..there’s always one in every
workplace

‘No, not in the
sense that we
went to visit each
other or anything
like that’

Labour leader Keir Starmer
denies he was ever a friend of
Jeremy Corbyn

TG GGl EN T

MRE BEEFu g To
MECaTidaTE UKLESE
WE FRePadf NEVER
T TEMEW FREMoW !

How the rich took a private
jet trip for a 4.6 mile journey

BRITAIN IS the private jet capital
of Europe, with more flights than
anywhere else on the continent,
analysis has found.

Last year, a private jet set off from
Britain once every six minutes, putting
the country ahead of the rest of Europe
when it comes to the extremely pollut-
ing form of travel.

Many of these journeys have been
called “polluting and pointless” by
Greenpeace, as they are so short they
could have easily been taken by train—
and in one case, cycled in 30 minutes.

The analysis by the Dutch environ-
mental consultancy CE Delft also found
that the number of private jets taking
off from Britain increased by 75 percent
between 2021 and 2022.

There were 90,256 flights, emitting
500,000 tonnes of CO2.

Britain tops all league tables for pri-
vate jets, boasting the busiest route,
the most polluting route and the most
flights overall.

Flights between London and Paris

AIRCRAFT AT Blackbushe

were the most popular route, account-
ing for 3,357 flights, and six of the top
ten routes overall also included London.

A flight between Blackbushe and
Farnborough in Hampshire—which is
just 4.6 miles—topped the charts for the
most carbon-intensive route in 2021 and
2022.

This is because it takes less than
half an hour to cycle between the

MILLIONS OF pounds of compensation promised by

ministers to relatives of frontline health and social
care workers who died during the pandemic may still
remain unclaimed. Fewer than 800 families across
England had received a £60,000 pay out each from the
government’s life assurance scheme by 8 March.

Official figures show more than 2,000 deaths involving
Covid occurred among health and care staff, including
porters, nurses and care home employees. The 31 March
deadline for applications means relatives have been denied

money they are entitled to, says the Unison union.

How private rail firm
grabbed £75 million

NO MONEY for a rail
workers’ pay rise? Rolling
stock company Angel

Ltd, the European outlet of
a Canadian pension fund’s
investment arm (Public

NHS workers suffered

claimed refugee

tenants were lucky to
have a roof over their
heads and that mould

two airports. According to a study by
Transport & Environment, a clean trans-
port campaign, private jets are five to 14
times more polluting than commercial
planes per passenger, and 50 times more
polluting than trains.

Previous research found that some
50 percent of all aviation emissions
were caused by 1 percent of the world’s
population.

@®THE CONSERVATIVE party received
£3.5 million from individuals and enti-
ties linked to climate denial, fossil fuels
and high-pollution industries last year,
according to new analysis.

The climate website DeSmog analysed
Electoral Commission records.

These show that the party and its MPs
received funds from the aviation and
construction industries, mining and oil
interests, and individuals linked to the
Global Warming Policy Foundation.

This is a thinktank which has denied

the legitimacy of climate science.
LABOUR DOES not plan to

.increase capital gains tax,
shadow chancellor Rachel Reeves
has indicated.

So Labour will stick to Tory
policies. Earned income such
as wages is taxed at 20 percent
to 45 percent. Capital gains
accruing to speculators are taxed
at 10 percent to 28 percent, and
there is no national insurance
contribution to pay either.

Mould ‘OK for refugees’

A “SOCIAL landlord”

Trains paid out £75
million of taxpayers’
money in dividends in
three months, mostly to
an investment fund, the
RMT union said last week.

Angel Trains is one
of three firms who
lease trains to the train
operating companies. It
has a parent company,
Willow Topco, registered
in Jersey, a tax haven.

In September 2021, 44
percent of Willow Topco was
acquired by a new company
called Amalfi Co 8 Ltd. This
was a dedicated investment
vehicle set up by PSP
Investments Holding Europe

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

Sector Pension Investment
Board). PSP indirectly holds
74 percent of Angel through
various vehicles which

cost PSP £654 million.

The annual accounts of
this company reveal that
Willow Topco paid out £75
million in just three months
in the first quarter of 2022.

On 13 January 2022,
Willow Topco declared an
interim dividend of £25
million, £11 million of which
came to Amalfi Co 8 Ltd.

On 22 March 2022, Willow
Topco declared another
interim dividend of £50
million, £22 million of which
came to Amalfi Co 8 Ltd.

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

was “acceptable”
in their homes, an
investigation has found.

A manager at
Rochdale Boroughwide
Housing (RBH) made the
remark to a colleague.

That’s according to a
report into the housing
provider’s wider conduct
after its failure to treat
severe mould led to
the death of two-year-
old Awaab Ishak.

The housing
ombudsman for England,
Richard Blakeway,
concluded RBH tenants
were judged “by staff

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation

02078405601 AN

Awaab Ishak

members’ prejudices,
lazy assumptions and
an attitude towards
asylum seekers and
refugees that is
wholly unacceptable’.
RBH rents out over
12,000 homes.

One in three black
people in England
who have experienced
homelessness also faced
racial discrimination
from a landlord,
research has shown.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
“ London
E16 9EJ

Met cop chief
defends under
fire HR boss

MET POLICE chief
Sir Mark Rowley has
defended Clare Davies, his
£200,000-a-year human
resources chief, after
whistleblowers claimed a
catalogue of failings could
be laid at her door.
Rowley said, “Clare is
a valued member of our
senior leadership team and
she has my full support.”
Davies was promoted
by the new commissioner
when he took over last year.
But the recent report by
Baroness Louise Casey was
extremely critical of the
force's HR operations.
This is despite its budget
doubling to £68.5 million in
recent years.

How queen
demanded
gift horses

QUEEN Elizabeth Il
surprised German officials
with an “excessive” demand
for two prize stallions as a
gift during a royal visit in
1978, it has emerged.

The late monarch told the

Too dark ma’am?

West German government
that she would “be
delighted” with a gift of two
coach horses.

In a detailed wish list,
she said that she wanted
one Holsteiner of around
17 hands (5ft 8 inches to us
plebs), with a coat that was
“under no circumstances
too dark” (sounds a bit
racist to us plebs).

She said the other
horse should be grey and
“not too dirty” (hmm...)
in complexion, national
archive documents
published by Spiegel
magazine show.

A German civil servant
baulked at the price,
describing it as “excessive".
Germany's auditing office
had “serious reservations”.

The value of the gift,
£52,800 in today's money,
was the largest ever given
by the Bonn republic to a
foreign dignitary.

However Walter Scheel,
the German president at the
time, agreed to the request
so that the visit would be
“as comfortable as possible
for both sides”.
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Teachers vote for more
action, but must escalate

by SAMORD in Harrogate
|

TENS OF thousands of teachers
have overwhelmingly thrown out
the Tories’ pay offer and plan to
strike on 27 April and 2 May—and
then further days later.

NEU union members voted by
98 percent on a 66 percent turnout
to reject it, more than voted to strike
in the first place in England.

As the result was announced at
the NEU national conference in
Harrogate on Monday, delegates
chanted, “Come on Gill, pay the bill.”

Tory minister Gillian Keegan
promised a one-off payment of £1,000
and 4.5 percent but to fund only
0.5 percent of it—meaning cuts to
already underfunded school budgets.

Teacher Rebecca Cann told
Socialist Worker, “The union has
unequivocally expressed its outrage
at the disgusting offer from this gov-
ernment. There is a growing strength
among our members and within the
working class to take on grotesque
wealth inequalities.”

Motion
On Tuesday NEU leaders moved a
conference motion calling for strikes
on 27 April and 2 May, a reballot from
15 May, and then further strikes for
three days in “late June/early July”.
Emma Rose, for the national
executive, said, “We are more
organised, more galvanised than ever
before. Our members are angry and
rightly so.
“We have been successful because
we have taken members with us.
“From 15 May onwards we are
engaging with parents and communi-
ties to apply serious political pressure.”
But other delegates wanted more
action to build the pressure, and
opposed an almost two-month gap
between the 2 May strikes and the
next ones. Speaking for an amend-
ment that called for additional

Socialist Worker

STRIKERS ON 15 March in London. NEU members want more action

BACK STORY

Teachers in England have
overwhelmingly rejected the
government’s pay offer

®Strikes are now set for 27 April
and 2 May and then at some point
inJune or July

O®NEU union members will also
have a reballot from 15 May to
meet the requirements of the Tory
anti-union laws

®Some delegates at the NEU
conference rightly called for more
action and opposed along gap
after the 2 May strike

For daily updates and the stories
that matter socialistworker.co.uk

@®Download WhatsApp to your phone
@®Save 07377 632 826 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp
@®Send ‘start’ to the number

strikes, Paul McGarr, a delegate
from Tower Hamlets, said he would
“ take no lectures from Keegan or
anyone else about not caring about
students”.

And he argued, “it’s the government
that does not care because of its
underfunding of education.”

He added, “It’s important we have
a serious plan. There’s a problem
with the executive position.

“It is a lowering of pressure on
government.”

Jess Edwards, a member of
the national executive, spoke for
the amendment and added, “The
amendment says to the government
we are coming for you and we're

PicTURE:GUY SMALLMAN

coming hard. We have momentum
and members on our side.”

But Phil Clarke for the national
executive opposed the amendment
and criticised it for “putting in nine
days of strikes”.

He denied there would be a loss of
momentum.

Unfortunately, the amendment
calling for extra strike days was
defeated, with about 20 percent of
delegates voting for it.

Leigh Seedhouse, NEU national
executive member, told Socialist
Worker, “We must continue to put
pressure on the government through
escalating our industrial action over
the coming terms.”

Build from rank and file

NEU UNION members have
elected anti-racist and socialist
campaigner Daniel Kebede as the
union’s new general secretary.

Kebede won 69 percent of the
vote over his right wing rival
Niamh Sweeney.

The vote was
undoubtedly boosted
by NEU members’
experience of strikes
and the relish for
action.

It’s positive that
Kebede, who Socialist
Worker supported, has
won.

But the key issue is
to build the networks
of resistance at the

Daniel Kebede

base of the union. These can
generate more struggle and
carry through the fight over
pay, workload, testing and other
issues.

The strike committees that
workers have set up in some
areas need to be
developed urgently.

They can involve
more people, including
new activists and those
from outside the formal
union structures.

And they can be
the site of discussions
about how to confront
any backsliding by
those at the top of the
union.

Make no
apologies
for strikes

THE MEDIA and the Tories
want to demonise teachers
for the decision to launch
more strikes.

Everyone who wants to
see a breakthrough in the
strike battles needs to reject
the attacks and support the
teachers’ action.

There is nothing wrong
with fighting against pay cuts
imposed by a government
that showers money on the
rich and the corporations.

Workers should not
apologise for demanding that
their pay at least keeps up
with inflation—and that deals
ought to begin the process of
recovery from previous wage
cuts.

The strikes are also in
favour of education and

The best response ]

students. Just as in the NHS,
plummeting pay and soaring
workloads leads to an exodus
of workers.

Strikes cause a crisis in
schools for a short period.
But the lack of education
funding means a crisis every
day.

Union leaders should not
be defensive about action
that causes turmoil and
might hit exams.

Tory education secretary
Gillian Keegan said the
decision to call more strikes
would “simply result in more
disruption for children and
less money for teachers”.

She threatened that the
original, rotten, offer would
be withdrawn, talks ended
and that pay would now be
decided by the independent
pay review body.

That means there
has to be escalation,
not compromise with an
anti-worker government.

Nine months since the
new era of more strikes
began, workers need to see
clear victories. This would be
the best way to encourage
more action.

The NEU, and all the
unions involved in battles,
need to unite and escalate
the fightback, not peddle
bad deals that accept
below-inflation deals.
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New attacks
on migrants

expose the

government

asracists

FRANK OSPINA is yet another
victimof the Britishgovernment’s
brutal anti-migrant offensive.

He died last week in Colnbrook
removal centre near Heathrow
airport, which is next to the adjoin-
ing Harmondsworth immigration
detention site.

He is believed to have been 39
and from Colombia. Detainees said
he died by suicide.

The Guardian newspaper says
that shortly after reports of Frank
Ospina’s death circulated, a number
of other detainees attempted suicide.

Some detainees staged a protest
at the centre last week. And there
are also reports of repeated protests
within Yarl’s Wood detention centre
in Bedfordshire because access to
healthcare, clothing and food has
been heavily restricted.

Detainees say they are confined to
their rooms for long hours, isolated
and unable to exercise.

Yet the government is going to
make the system harsher, ramming
through more anti-migrant laws and
expanding detention.

Removed
And three sites, including two
ex-military bases, will be used as
migrant housing as refugees are
removed from hotels.

The sites could contain “several
thousand” people, immigration
minister Robert Jenrick said last
week. But he is now tangling with
other Tories over the issues—as well
as anti-racists.

In an attempt to say that refugees
are the enemies of ordinary people,
Jenrick said he would “not elevate
the wellbeing of illegal migrants
above the British people”.

“Accommodation for migrants
should meet essential living
needs and nothing more,” ¢
he added. @

The proposals for these
sites are triggering protests.
Sometimes these are initi-
ated by people that are not
racist—but they tend to
be swiftly taken over by
campaigners who are.

The government
has announced that

4 RACTEM

Migrants
& refugees
welcome

VELG refugt-ees

BACK STORY

Refugees are coming under
fresh attacks from the Tories

®Home secretary Suella
Braverman and Rishi Sunak want
to ‘stop the boats’ crossing the
Channel

®Safe routes to Britain are
closed off by the government

O®If refugees manage to make it
to Britain, they are then subject
to poverty and racism

®The Tories now want refugees

out of hotels into even worse
facilities

a redundant prison and army base
outside Bexhill in Sussex will be
used as one of their internment
camps.

Some local residents organised a
protest on Saturday against the plan.
Stand Up To Racism supporters from
the area say, “We weren’t sure who
had organised it, nor their demands.
Some of us went over to find out.

“About 150 to 200 people turned
up, as did around half a dozen of us.
It was a toxic atmosphere with lots
of verbal aggression aimed at us,
and our pro-refugee placards were
smashed up.

“The vitriol and rage aimed at
refugees was shocking.

“We left after 30 minutes, having
made our point. We say refugees
are not to blame for inflation, or the
NHS crisis, or the cost of housing.
We say refugees are welcome here.
“But asylum seekers
deserve far better than
decrepit internment
camps in hostile
environments.

“We demand
that asylum seek-
ers are allowed
to work, to con-
m tribute and to
be part of our
communities.

“Above all,
' we call for safe
routes for refu-
gees to seek
asylum here .”

welcome here

DETENTION SUPPORT activists gathered outside Colnbrook to remember Frank Ospina

European ¢
borders wit

EUROPEAN countries, including
Britain, are increasingly resorting
to illegal pushbacks of refugees
and asylum seekers “with
minimal accountability”.

That is the finding of a report
from the continent’s leading
human rights body, the Council
of Europe.

The “inhuman and degrading
treatment” includes having
bullets fired close to their bodies
while they lay on the ground.

They’ve also being pushed into
rivers, sometimes with hands
tied. Other examples include
being forced to walk barefoot or
even naked across a border.

The Council’s anti-torture
committee said it had identified
“clear patterns of physical
ill-treatment” against people
trying to cross borders all over
Europe.

Refugees and asylum seekers
were punched, slapped, beaten
with truncheons, weapons, sticks
or branches, by police or border
guards. People on the move
were subject to pushbacks, and
expulsion from European states,

ountries police their
1 ‘inhuman’ conduct

of the Tories comes from the
right. Labour shadow home
secretary Yvette Cooper said

the announcement about camps
was “an admission of failure” on
asylum policy.

She said it was not doing
enough to deal with “costly hotel
use”.

Cooper demanded that
deportations be speeded up.

‘I've no faith in
the system’

Janet Alder on
25 years since
her brother’s
death in

Refugee arrests in Hungary

either by land or sea, without
having asylum claims heard.
Last November, the council
conducted a rare “rapid reaction
visit to the Manston detention
centre in Kent after it emerged
thousands of people were

”»

being detained for weeks in pOI iIce

overcrowded and unsanitary

conditions. CUStOdy
But while such bodies criticise >>>page 18

governments, Labour’s critique
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Mosque attack sparks
robust anti-racist action

OVER 60 anti-racists
in Birmingham held a
protest on Saturday
after a vicious attack
on an elderly man
leaving a mosque in
the Kings Heath area of
the city.

Video of the assaults
appears to show
attackers using a racist
slur before kicking the
man.

Carol, a Stand Up
To Racism (SUTR)
activist, told Socialist
Worker, “Birmingham
SUTR immediately
issued a statement
condemning the attack
and calling on people
to join them in protest.

“The stall in Kings
Heath was inundated
with local people.

They were angry and
shocked that such an
attack should take
place in such a mixed
community.

KINGS HEATH residents speak out

“Speakers included
a relative of the victim
and a local councillor,
who condemned the
racist rhetoric of the
Tory government that
was fuelling such
attacks.

“Over 80 people,
concerned about

increasing racist
tensions, left their
details to stay in touch
with SUTR.”

Police say they
are searching for the
attackers who were
described as two white
men and one black
man.

Chris Kaba charges possible

THE COP watchdog,
the Independent Office
for Police Conduct
(IOPC), has concluded
its investigation into
the killing of Chris
Kaba by a Met officer
in south London last
year.

It has referred
evidence to the Crown
Prosecution Service to
consider charges.

IOPC director
Amanda Rowe said,
“Areferral to the CPS
does not necessarily
mean that criminal
charges will follow.

“Itis now for
the CPS to decide,
applying the tests in
the Code for Crown

Prosecutors, whether
or not to prosecute the
officer”

In a statement,
the family of Chris
Kaba said, “Our
family, alongside
the community who
have supported us
over the past seven
months, have been
consistent in our call

for accountability.

“This step forward
is necessary and
welcome.

“We very much hope
that the CPS advise in
favour of a prosecution
and that the truth
will emerge, without
delay, through criminal
proceedings. Our
family and community
cannot continue
waiting for answers.

“Chris was so loved
by our family and all
his friends.

“He had a bright
future ahead of him
before his life was cut
short.

“We must see
justice for Chris.”

(Not) educating Yorkshire

AFGHAN refugee
families who were told
by the Home Office

to move from London
to Yorkshire say their
children’s education
and health are being
severely damaged.

Some of the
refugees also say
doctors’ appointments,
operations and jobs
have been lost because
of the move.

They face being
forced to leave their
latest hotel soon. This
week the government
announced that up
to 8,000 Afghans in
hotels or serviced

accommodation could
be given three months’
notice to move out.
The Home
Office told about
40 Afghan families
living in temporary
accommodation in
London to move to
Wetherby in February.
This led to protests
outside Downing
Street and legal action
by the residents.
Some of the
relocated residents are
travelling to London
for part of every week
in order to hold down
jobs. Yalda Nadiri, 18,
was studying GCSEs

in London in the hope
of one day becoming
a doctor. She said
Home Office officials
reassured her that she
would have a school
place.

“In Afghanistan,
the Taliban do not
want girls to get their
education. But here it
is the same for me.

“The Home Office
ordered my family
to leave London,
promised us schools,
and once we moved
said ‘we do not have
any space for you," she
said. “They lied to us
about our education.”

WHAT WE THINK

FINLAND JOINING NATO
SIGNALS WAR ESCALATION

UROPE BECAME a
more dangerous place
on Monday as Finland
joined the West’s Nato
military alliance. It
marked a further acceleration of
the drive towards direct armed
confrontation—and war—
between Nato and its rival Russia.

For decades, Finland had been a
supposedly neutral state between
an uneasy rivalry between Nato
members in Europe and Russia.

But since Russia invaded
Ukraine last year, countries in
Europe have been pulled into
two increasingly militarised and
aggressive camps.

Now Nato has a military force
right on Russia’s border.

Finland only applied to join
Nato last year.The process for
joining normally takes years, with
every member of Nato having
to approve.This time it was fast
tracked. And neighbouring Sweden
could soon follow.

Finland had to promise to
crack down on Kurdish resistance
activists living there in order to
satisfy Nato member Turkey—
which wages war on Kurds.

It also has to commit to spend
billions every year on being
constantly prepared for war.

So its new right wing
government—elected just as its
application to join was approved—
suits Nato very well.

For Nato leaders, this is a
victory for the West's ambitions to
further expand into Europe.As the
alliance’s secretary general Jens
Stoltenberg crowed earlier last
month, “President Putin invaded
Ukraine with the declared goal of
having less Nato in Europe. He is
getting exactly the opposite.There
will be more Nato in Europe”.

Nato has long been seeking
to expand and grow, with the
open aim of containing the West’s
military and economic challenger
Russia. Since 1990 |3 countries
have joined Nato, and its border

Since 1990, 13
countries joined
Nato, and its border
has moved 800
miles to the east

has moved 800 miles to the east.
Nato has also sought to increase
its “interoperability”—the ability
to fight wars together—with
others.This has involved arming
and training up militaries and
garrisoning soldiers all around
Europe in readiness for war.

This process over several years
led to the start of the war in
Ukraine last year. Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine has only accelerated
that process.

For its part, Russia has
threatened to station tactical
nuclear missiles inside its ally
Belarus, closer to Nato countries.
It responded to Finland’s entry
into Nato by saying it would boost
its own military strength in the
areas close to Finland.

It raises the frightening
prospect of an armed standoff
between Finnish and Russian
soldiers across the border.

There’s nothing “defensive”
about any of this—on either side.
It is escalation by two competing
powers prepared to tear the
world apart for military and
economic dominance in Europe.

The way to end the war drive is
to break the cycle.That means not
cheering for Nato’s expansion—
but demanding its end.

LAWSON’S ROTTEN LEGACY

HE TORY architect of
Tprivatisation and neoliberalism,
Nigel Lawson, is dead.

As energy secretary and then
chancellor under Magaret Thatcher’s
government, Lawson pushed to
deregulate financial markets, break
trade unions and make it easier to
carve up and sell off public services.

He was one of those who
planned meticulously how to defeat
the miners.

In a disgusting slur; he later
recalled that Tory preparations
for the miners’ strike were,“just

Breakfast i

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red
and get the latest news every day.

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfast-in-red

like re-arming to face the threat of
Hitler in the late 1930s”.

His partnership with Thatcher
was an alliance to advance class
war. He ushered in vicious levels of
misery, deprivation and suffering for
working class people that are still
felt today.

As chancellor he boasted that
every time he set out a budget, he
made tax cuts—always helping the
rich and the corporations.

As he got older; he turned his
attention to climate denial.

He described human-made

climate change as “clap trap”

and became chair of the Global
Warming Policy Foundation—a
think tank promoting climate denial.

Unfortunately, Lawson’s legacy
had not died with him. Rishi Sunak
hung a picture of him above his desk
when he became chancellor.

And much of it is accepted by
Keir Starmer.

Getting revenge for the decades
of suffering caused by neoliberalism
that Lawson helped to engineer will
mean kicking out those who hope
to continue his rotten ideology.

Our website brings together stories of
struggles the mainstream won’t report. It
helps you find socialist meetings, protests
and strikes—and the Marxist ideas and
activism to change the world.

5April 2023
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The French thinker
celebrating strikes

THE STRIKE wave and mass protests in France
represent the biggest socio-political crisis that an
advanced capitalist economy has experienced since
the 1970s. And these struggles have also found
theoretical expression in the writings of the sociologist
Frederic Lordon.

His blog on the Le Monde diplomatique website has
provided a brilliant commentary on the crisis. English
translations have been published by Socialist Worker. Lordon
has the gift for the perfect phrase. He wrote, “Macron has
never accepted otherness. He is in conversation only with
himself—the outside world does not exist.” And, “So here is
the Intersyndicale (the trade union coordination) at the point
of failure, which was waiting for it from the start, without the
slightest alternative solution since it refuses them all.” This
applies perfectly to the leaders of unions like the RMT and
UCU in Britain. They are desperate to throw in the towel after
doggedly pursuing a strategy of limited action doomed to
failure from the start.

Lordon supports communism as the alternative to
capitalism, but he isn’t exactly a Marxist. He’s closer to the
tradition of French critical sociology, whose most celebrated
representative was Pierre Bourdieu.

But the chief intellectual influence on him seems to be the
great 17th century philosopher Baruch Spinoza. Lordon wrote
a book called Willing Slaves of Capital: Spinoza and Marx on
Desire (2010). Lordon used Spinoza to supplement Marx in
explaining how capitalists are able to “enlist” workers to labour
and create profits on their behalf. The synthesis doesn’t really
work theoretically, despite many interesting insights.

And from the perspective of 2023, the book is quite
pessimistic. For example, Lordon says that neoliberal
capitalism is able to demand from workers without limit
because of “a certain landscape of forces and notably... the
state of the forces of resistance, more precisely of their non-
existence.”

Society

Now Lordon celebrates a society in insurrection. “It’s beautiful
what happens when the ruling order starts to unravel. Small
but incredible things occur that shatter the resigned isolation
and atomisation on which the powerful rely.” What's made the
difference? My guess is the destructive impact of the Global
Financial Crisis of 2007-9. It was perhaps coupled with the
futile and damaging efforts of the ruling class to persist with
and even to radicalise the neoliberal policies that precipitated
the collapse. “In the space of a few decades, and especially
since 2017, an entire social model has been brought to its
knees.” he writes. “They have brought the country to its knees.
Not the CGT, not the Intersyndicale (if only) —-they and they
alone have done this. The country has been ruined by the
competent. It is in a state of total disorganisation.

“Hence a paradox (of which there are many) within late
capitalism—the incompetence of the bourgeoise has itself
become a historical force, one which a minimal amendment
to (Joseph) Schumpeter (an economist who celebrated
capitalism’s ‘creative destruction’) allows us to identify—
destructive destruction. Or, to give it its proper name—
McKinsey.”

This is an interesting passage because people say similar
things about Britain. But they put the “destructive destruction”
here down to Boris Johnson and Brexit. But Lordon invites
us to recognise the shambles that the Tories have inflicted on
us as a symptom of something broader and more systemic. I
would call it the beginnings of the breakdown in capitalism’s
ability to reproduce itself. The explosion of 2023 has given a
much more concrete class content to Lordon’s communism.
“Sovereignty of the producers over production —here is a
slogan with an appeal, and well beyond the working class,
those most directly concerned ... Legitimacy, and consequently
sovereignty, belongs only to those who do the work.

“As for those who, despite their complete ignorance,
nevertheless claim to organise the work of others—consultants
and planners—they are nothing but parasites and must be
driven out.”

The road ahead for the struggle in France is far from simple
or straightforward. But it’s fascinating to see how this revolt
has already clarified the thinking of a talented left intellectual
and helped him to express its logic so well.

A PLACARD held by a member of the fascist British National Party on a protest in 2012

Racist Tory measures won't

protect childr

by SARAH BATES
| .

THE TORIES are dredging
up old racist myths about
Child Sexual Exploitation
(CSE).

Prime minister Rishi Sunak
announced a flurry of new
measures that he claims
would tackle young women
being targeted by so-called
“grooming gangs”.

Sunak is set to announce
that a new “grooming gang
taskforce’ will be set up, sup-
ported by the National Crime
Agency. This new initiative
is due to use “ethnicity data”
during police investigations.

And he wants new laws that
provide tougher sentences for
perpetrators by making their
membership of gangs a factor.

He’s paved the way for
these measures by declaring
it was “political correctness”
stopping authorities from
acting on CSE.

Experts are warning that
these measures could actually
obscure the reality of CSE—
therefore putting many more
children at risk.

Peter Wanless from the
NSPCC charity said, “There
must be a focus on more than
just race so we do not create
new blind spots that prevent
victims from being identified.

And at the weekend, home
secretary Suella Braverman
went one further than the
inferences of her boss and
specifically blamed British
Pakistanis for CSE. “We’ve

seen institutions
and state agencies—whether
it’s social workers, teachers,
the police turn a blind eye to
signs of abuse out of politi-
cal correctness, out of fear of
being called racists,” she said.

“What we've
seen is a prac-
tice whereby
vulnera-
ble, white,
English
girls, some-
times
in care,
sometimes who
are in challenging circum-
stances, being pursued and
raped and drugged and
harmed by gangs of British-
Pakistani, men who’ve
worked in child abuse rings
or networks.”

Braverman is wrong on

Victims weren't believed

BRAVERMAN is wrong
about why authorities
were so slow to
act on reports.

It wasn’t because
of fears of “cultural
sensitivities”, as she
claimed. It was because
the allegations were
coming from young
women, often from
very poor areas, who
were repeatedly not
believed by those in
authority positions.

Corrupt police officers
helped perpetrators
evade justice, while
top cops in affected
areas like Rotherham
systematically refused

to believe victims.

After conducting a
review of South Yorkshire
Police’s handling of
CSE between 1997 and
2014, Professor John
Drew identified a slew
of “serious failings
from the cops”.

Yet on the charge of
fears of racism stopping
police action, he said
that he “received little
evidence on this point.”

By making the
investigation of CSE
specifically a mechanism
to target Asian men, the
Tories do a disservice
to the real victims of
these abhorrent crimes.

en from abuse

two major counts. First, it’s
not true that British Pakistani
men are primarily responsible
for running grooming gangs
targeting exclusively white
girls. Evidence has shown that
a large number of boys and
girls who aren’t white suffer
horrendous abuse.

And it’s a myth that it’s just
Asian men who are respon-
sible. But this lie continues
because it’s whipped up by the
media, figures on the far right,
and the Tory government.

Picture

CSE researcher Ella Cockbain
told Socialist Worker in 2018
her research indicated that the
picture of who were victims
and who were perpetrators
was much more mixed

She said there was little
evidence of race or religion
playing a role in high-profile
CSE cases, such as Rochdale
and Derby.

And an official Home Office
report—Braverman’s own
department—in 2020 showed
that the majority of CSE gangs
were made up of white men.

It reported, “Research has
found that group-based child
sexual exploitation offenders
are most commonly white.

“Some studies suggest an
overrepresentation of black
and Asian offenders relative to
the demographics of national
populations.

“However, it is not possible
to conclude that this is repre-
sentative of all group-based
CSE offending.”
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University
workers
demand a

fightback

It’s a stinging rebuke to the union
leaders who have tried to stall
action, says Sophie Squire

UNIVERSITY WORKERS have
shown decisively that they want
to keep on fighting. Results of
the national ballot of tens of
UCU members were released on
Monday.

In a ballot on pay and conditions,
86 percent were for further action
on a turnout of 56 percent. Over
pensions, 89 percent backed strikes
on a turnout of 58 percent.

This vote for action must be
a rallying call for workers not
to accept rotten deals or dodgy
undemocratic consultations pushed
by union leaders.

It is proof that large numbers of
workers still believe they can win,
even when those at the top of the
union don’t think so.

And the result can cut through
what has been a confusing and
draining few weeks for members.

UCU leaders embroiled members
in repeated consultations designed
to break the momentum of strikes
and strangle resistance.

It has become a hugely complex,
confusing process that is alien to
most people who don’t follow every
twist and turn of the union’s inner
workings.

It’s important to restate some
basics. At present, the UCU is still in
the section of unions that are resisting
wage offers far below inflation.

The present offer would mean a
15 percent pay cut over two years.
The bosses have made only vague
promises about other issues. So
whatever question they are asked,
UCU members should vote to
continue the battle.

Restart

The alternative to acceptance is
to restart resistance with a mark-
ing and assessment boycott (Mab)
at a key time in the academic year,
backed with strikes.

Carlo Morelli, co-president of
Dundee UCU, told Socialist Worker
that in his branch, “Members voted
to start a marking and assessment
boycott decisively. Overall I think
that the willingness among workers
to continue this dispute is still there.

BACK STORY

The UCU union has been
embroiled in a long debate over
the future of its disputes

®Union leaders have repeatedly
tried to stall further action
®They are coming under
enormous pressure from the
members to get action back on

®The latest vote is further
evidence of a will to keep striking

There are still large numbers of
workers who actually don’t want
to accept rubbish deals or even be
consulted on them.”

Carlo added that the anger at the
undemocratic way general secretary
Jo Grady and her inner circle have
run this dispute is mounting.

“There’s still a lot of confusion
among members. And lots of mixed
messages were sent from the top.

“But I don’t think this is leading
to disillusionment. Instead, anger is
aimed at where members think bad
decisions are being made.”

The calls for no confidence and
censure against Grady are getting
louder.

At UCU Scotland Congress on
Friday, a motion of no confidence
in the general secretary was ruled
out of the agenda.

There was a vote to put it back on
the agenda—which the majority of
those present backed. But it did not
reach the two-thirds vote required
to be discussed.

There will be debates about
Grady’s strategy and leadership at
the union’s congress in May.

Such a reckoning matters. The
key issue is to renew and build the
struggle. But this fight must go hand
in hand with building the democ-
racy of the union and workers’
control and direct participation in
decision-making.

On other pages...
H Can the French revolt become a
revolution? >>Pages 14&15

WORKERS ARE forced to battle the bosses—and their union leaders

PicTure: Guy SMALLMAN

Five week strike could be passport to
bigger fight for civil service workers

WORKERS IN the Passport Office
began a five-week strike from
Monday of this week. It marked a
new stage in a long-running battle
over civil service pay, jobs and
pensions.

The PCS union says the strike is
an escalation in its programme of
rolling, targeted action sweeping
different government departments.

Workers have struck in a
number of government offices since
December last year—and there
have been two days of strikes across
the whole civil service this year.

But government bosses had
so far refused to even meet PCS
union leaders for talks, and haven’t
budged from a pay offer of just a
2 percent increase.

Now, union leaders and workers
hope the Passport Office strike will
tip the balance.

Zac, a striking PCS branch
secretary at the Passport Office in
east London, told Socialist Worker,
“It’s unprecedented in the Passport
Office and in the PCS to be doing
action like this.

“It’s an opportunity to get the
point across. We hope it puts
more pressure on the government
because they haven’t talked to us.
They’ve not negotiated with the

Pc

ON s-eriKE
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STRIKING IN London

PCS leadership during this strike
campaign.”

The government’s offer of a
2 percent increase—well below
inflation—is a huge real terms pay
cut. It follows more than a decade of
similar below-inflation rises and pay
freezes that have left many workers
in the civil service struggling.

Feeling
Zac said that had encouraged
many strikers to take action for
the first time. “I don’t think the
PCS has been on strike for several
years,” he said. “That demonstrates
the strength of feeling.

“With inflation the way that it is,
a lot of people were really shocked

at the offer. People sometimes
think civil servants are very well
paid. But we have a crisis of in-
work poverty in the civil service at
the moment.”

There were some big picket
lines on the first day of the strike.
Dave Owens, a PCS member
in Merseyside, said there were
81 people at the picket line in
Liverpool.

“It’s excellent,” he told Socialist
Worker. “Managers have come out
and complained that there were
too many people and they were
blocking the steps. The branch
secretary said everyone should
move, and then everyone stayed
exactly where they are.”

Workers at the British Museum,
British Library, Animal and Plant
Health Agency and Government
Digital Services were also set to
strike this month as part of the
targeted action.

The support for the strikes
shows enthusiasm for stepping up
the action—especially after the two
national days of strikes. They could
escalate further—and put more
pressure on the government—with
more and longer periods of striking
all together.

Nick Clark
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Trump trial

could make
him more of

a threat

The ex-president trades on an image
of a rebel on the side of ‘ordinary
Americans’, says Sophie Squire

WILL THIS week’s pre-trial
indictment of Donald Trump
help finish him, or will he emerge
even more popular?

The former president was in front
of a judge this week facing charges
related to hush money payments
made to actor Stormy Daniels, with
whom he had a sexual encounter.

Trump lawyer Michael Cohen
paid Daniels through a shell com-
pany before being reimbursed by
the Trump Organisation, which
logged the reimbursements as “legal
expenses”.

Those familiar with the case say
Trump is being charged with 30
counts of business fraud and if con-
victed he could go to prison for up
to four years and face huge fines.

Of course, prosecutors are not
attempting to charge Trump with
his most heinous crimes.

They won’t, for example, be
discussing his role in the far right
6 January attack on Washington’s
Capitol building, nor his other racist
and sexist offences.

And, even if a future trial were
to convict him of business fraud,
Trump could still stand for, and
even win the US presidential
election.

His campaign raised over
£3 million in the 24 hours after his
indictment, and the tycoon poli-
tician has doubled his lead over
Florida governor Ron DeSantis
among Republican voters.

‘Outsider’
Trump has long traded on his

reputation as an “outsider” loathed
by the establishment. He used this
legend as a way of connecting with
millions of people suffering low
pay, dead end jobs and the fading
American Dream.

He skilfully combined those
disenfranchised poor with the rich
elite that have always given the
Republicans their money and their
votes.

The ex-president hopes that the
indictment will again spread the
fake image of Trump as a rebel.

That he is in a position to get

| Trump thinks a trial would help him

away with this act is largely down
to the Democrats.

President Biden has presided
over record job growth but wages
aren’t keeping up with the rising
cost of living.

And many economists now
predict that the US will soon be in
recession.

Inequality

Income inequality is rising with
those making more than the aver-
age getting richer, while those on
less than the average are getting
ever poorer.

No wonder that Biden’s approval
ratings are lower than former
presidents Obama and George W
Bush—and on a par with Trump at
a similar point in his term.

But the US unions have also
played a part in enabling Trump.

Seeking to protect Biden, they
have repeatedly dropped strikes and
lowered demands.

And, when the Democrats used
the law to make national rail strikes
illegal, most of the union leaders
were silent.

All of this allows Trump to
parade as the true defender of the
“ordinary” American.

If, at the end of the legal process,
he were to finally end up in jail that
might finish him as an individual.

But the political forces he has set
in play are here for the long term.

They will only be strengthened
by this indictment and the swathe
of trials Trump is likely to face in
the future.

FAR RIGHT security minister Itamar Ben-Gvir (right) wants a tooled-up gang to patrol Palestinians

Israel to create far right violent militia

ISRAELS government plans to
set up a new, violent militia
to unleash on Palestinians,
under the control of far

right “security” minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir.

Ben-Gvir wants the new
National Guard, owned by
his ministry, to “restore
governance” in Palestinian
areas inside Israel’s borders.

He has talked about ending
“lawlessness” in the Negev
desert, where Palestinian
Bedouins have resisted state
drives to evict them.

And “sources close to him”
have told Israeli media that
the guard will seek to “restore
governance” in cities such as
Lydd and Ramle.

France

These are cities with large
Palestinian populations, which
now face attempts to drive
them out by Israeli activists.

They were also at the heart
of a Palestinian uprising inside
Israel’s borders in May 2021,
during which protesters fought
off racist Israeli gangs.

Terrorist

Ben-Gvir is a disciple of

Meir Kahane, who led a
terrorist movement for Israel
to seize all Palestinian land
permanently, segregate Arabs
and deny them all rights.

He had a portrait on his
wall of Baruch Goldstein, who
carried out a massacre of
Palestinians in 1994.

During an election campaign
last year, and since his
appointment as minister,
he’s made repeated visits
to areas of Jerusalem that
his supporters want to push
Palestinians out of.

In one visit he pulled out
a pistol and declared to his
supporters “If they throw
stones, shoot them.”

Now his party props
up a right wing coalition
government headed by prime
minister Binyamin Netanyahu.

And it seems likely his
supporters will form part of the
2,000 strong National Guard.
Nick Clark

For a longer version of this article go
to bit.ly/Israelviolentmilitia

Future of strike movement in the balance

THE REVOLT in France
reached a key moment
this week with another
major day of strikes and
protests set for Thursday.

All unions say they
are continuing the battle
against an assault on
pensions.

But union leaders
are not building on the
explosive indefinite strikes
by refinery workers,
refuse workers, energy
workers and others.

Some of these strikes,
boosted by widespread
solidarity actions,

Cop violence enraged many

continued this week. They
show the way to win.

Had the 11 days of
national strikes since
January been in a block
rather than spread out,
the government would be
in an even greater crisis
that the one it faces.

Instead union leaders
spread illusions by calling
for mediation and the
intervention of the state’s
constitutional council to
stop president Emmanuel
Macron’s attacks.

But new energy has
infused the movement

because more young
people have joined the
protests. And revulsion
at police violence is

also politicising the
movement. It has moved
far beyond a campaign
over pensions and raises
sharp questions of
democracy.

There is some talk that
the ebb in strikes is “the
beginning of the end”.

In fact it should be the
end of the union leaders’
failed strategy.

For more on France go to
pages 6 and 14&15
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Tree fell
scandal

PLYMOUTH CITY Council
behaved disgracefully last
month when it ripped up
some 120 mature trees in
one night.

The devastation of our
city centre was despite a
petition, signed by over
16,000 people, to “save the
trees”.

This forced a fresh public
consultation where more
than 90 percent of people
said no to the destruction.

The council did it
anyway.

The backlash and mass
protests finally forced the
Tory council leader to
resign and exposed
cross-party hypocrisy and
negligence.

Plymouth City Council
has destroyed these mature
trees, which operated as a
carbon sink—absorbing
pollution out of the air—
and wildlife haven.

Now the trees have been
replaced with stone slabs
and stunted saplings.

A complete ecosystem
was destroyed at a time of
ecological crisis. Why?

Years of cuts to council
budgets and jobs made the
cost of environmental
maintenance too expensive.

And the priority of
commercial interests
alongside the profits of
contractors and property
speculators trampled over
our quality of life and
environmental protections.

Our campaign raised
public concern for local
democracy, accountability
and climate-informed
planning regulations.

There are more than
600 grassroots campaigns
fighting environmentally
damaging town
developments in Britain.
Join yours, and fight back.

Tony Staunton
Plymouth

Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9E]
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Stand with Corbyn, but go
beyond politics of Labour

THE DECISION by Labour’s
national executive last week to
ban Jeremy Corbyn as its
candidate in Islington North at the
behest of Keir Starmer is beneath
contempt.

But just as shameful, is the
betrayal by some of Jeremy’s
former supporters such as
Momentum founder Jon Lansman.

He subsequently penned an
article entitled, “Barring Corbyn is
wholly unjustified. But I hope he
won’t stand as an independent.”

And the feeble protests of
Jeremy’s fellow left Labour MPs
have, frankly, been pathetic.

Sadly, though, I am not
surprised. Jeremy is an honourable
exception to the string of Labour

leaders who have been willing to
sell out whatever principles they
ever had in order to get elected or
advance their political careers.

It’s not just a matter of duplicity;,
betrayal or personal ambition.

It’s in the DNA of parties such as
Labour, which sets out to use
parliament to improve the lives of
working class people within
capitalism rather than mobilise
their collective power to overthrow
it.

Since I began teaching in
Islington more than 30 years
ago—most of the time as a school
NUT or NEU union rep, branch
officer and, latterly, joint secretary
—I have been involved in many
disputes, strikes and campaigns. In

that time, we have always been
able to turn to Corbyn for support,
whether it’s been striking over pay,
opposing academisation and cuts,
defending the NHS or fighting
racism and war.

If Jeremy decides to stand as an
independent in the coming general
election, I along with many other
local trade unionists and
campaigners will mobilise to
support him.

But the future doesn’t lie with
Labour, or with a more left wing
version of the same animal. It lies
with the workers striking and
protesting here in Britain, France
and around the world.

Ken Muller
North London

Thank you for support Guardian distorts the French protests

Justa
thought... )

I’'m leaving
Labour Party

I'VE JUST read your
article about how
Jeremy Corbyn is being
barred from standing as
a Labour MP, (Socialist
Worker, 28 March).

I cancelled my
membership last night,
a sad sad day for a
life-long Labour Party
supporter.

Ben Bundy
On Facebook

Struggle—
c’est bon!

| AGREE with your

piece on the UCU union
leadership’s attempts to
surrender to the bosses,
(Socialist Worker, 26
March).

The trade union
leadership in Britain
is far too meek and
reformist.

France shows the way
to go! Militant action
now!

Scott Sutherland
Aberdeen

Thatcher’s
real legacy

THIS WEEK will be

the tenth anniversary
of the death of hated
Tory prime minister
and ruling class warrior
Margaret Thatcher.

A decade on, Britain
in 2023 is one Thatcher
would recognise.

Workers under attack
from a nasty Tory
government, a housing
crisis and the vast
sweep of privatisation
of public services.

But it’s not just
misery.

She would also
recognise the picture of
workers fighting back.

Thatcher’s attacks
weren’'t passively
accepted by people,
and the same is true for
many groups of workers
under the Rishi Sunak
regime.

We should hold onto
the fact that the legacy
of Thatcher is not just

during our rail strike

THE 30 March and 1 April
rail strikes have been
paused.

This is because a very
slightly improved offer is
being closely looked at by
the RMT union and

I wrote to the Guardian
to point out their error,
but the online report is
unchanged. It makes me
wonder about the rest of
their reporting.

Steve Cushion
By email

Chatillon is not a bus
route, therefore there are
no bus stops to smash.

I took part in the march
that terminated at the
Place de la Republique.

It was a good natured
trade union
demonstration, composed

I AM currently in Lille in
northern France, where
the strike on 28 March
and the demonstration
was massive.

There was an article in
the Guardian newspaper
entitled, “French
protesters and police

one of attacks, but also
left a history of working
class resistance, which
we can draw on today.
Janice Owens
Suffolk

Wandsworth TUC for giving
us so much support.

Solidarity with all the
workers that have been on
strike recently is so
important in lifting people’s
spirits.

More bang
for your buck

considered. Not all strikes end clash in marches against overwhelmingly of
Nevertheless, 'm writing | positively, but with good pension changes.” It said, | working class trade | LOVED the expanded
on behalf of RMT union solid support who knows “In Lille, police used unionists and students. issue of 24-page

Socialist Worker,
published on 28 March.
Wouldn't it be
wonderful if it could be
this size every week?
Great stuff.
Mike Newman
Ceredigion

what can be achieved?

It really helps us in our
struggle for better terms
and conditions, and once
again—thank you everyone
for your kind support.

Richard Alcock (pc)
Waterloo RMT branch

members in the Waterloo
Station and Clapham
Junction area.

I want to thank members
of the Socialist Workers
Party, solidarity groups in
Southwark and Lambeth,
plus Battersea and

teargas after bus stops
were smashed.”

The incident took place
in Rue Gauthier de
Chatillon, outside the post
office on the Place de la
Republique.

Rue Gauthier de

The police behaved in
the most provocative
manner. And when they
were unable to provoke
the demonstrators,
attacked with a water
cannon, tear gas and
snatch squads.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

BRITAIN'S
RULERS
AREIN A

STATE OF

DENIAL

A new government-commissioned report says climate
change is already hitting Britain hard—and it’s going
to get far worse. Sophie Squire details how the
government is dangerously unprepared to deal with
rising temperatures—and talks to those fighting back

EVASTATING FOOD and

water shortages, homes

that become so hot they

can kill, and frequent

flooding will be the new

norm unless we adapt to
a changing climate.

But, as a new establishment report
finds, Britain is woefully unprepared for
the climate crisis.

The Committee on Climate Change
(CCC), which is sponsored by the
government’s Department of Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy, released
a new report last week detailing how
Britain is a decade behind when it comes
to climate adaptation.

The report found that the National
Adaptation Programme (NAP), which
sets out how the government and others
will adapt to climate change, isn’t good
enough. Running from 2018 until this
year, the report described the second
NAP as suffering from a “lack of ambi-
tion” and not addressing all the risks
posed by climate change.

The authors warn that “for no
outcome have we been able to conclude
that there is sufficient evidence that
reductions in climate exposure and vul-
nerability are happening at rates needed
to appropriately manage risk.”

They also admit there is a worrying

lack of data that would have helped
them further assess the extent of the
crisis. Across almost every sector, the
report found a potentially catastrophic
lack of preparedness for the effects of
global heating.

The report describes a “lack of
planning” in local councils to deal with
climate change. It says that any existing
emergency planning only currently
focuses on flooding, not other climate
related disasters.

And a lack of preparedness for climate
change is a theme that runs throughout
the report. Developers are still building
homes without any adaptation that
can shield their occupants from rising

Flood dangers are
rising across Britain,
yet developers are
still allowed to build

in areas of high risk
|

Cold and damp in
winter, furnace hot
in summer—Britain’s
houses and flats

already fail and will be
worse as the weather

grows more extreme

temperatures, flooding or extreme
weather.

Flood risks are rising across Britain,
yet housing is still being built in places
in danger. And as it stands, if a developer
wants to build houses by the coast, they
have no statuary obligation to ensure
that these homes are protected from
coastal erosion.

The report also finds a lack of
understanding of what it will take to
stop existing homes from overheating.
And our health is already suffering from
a lack of preparedness. The authors say

there is a “lack of policy and funding to
address climate risks in existing health
and social care buildings.”

It warns that “adaptation planning
across NHS Trusts, Integrated Care
Systems and social care providers is
needed.” Even sectors considered to
have been adapting well to the crisis
aren’t anymore.

Resilience

The report highlights the need for water
firms to do more to protect supplies,
reduce overall demand for water and
stop leakages.

Perhaps most shocking is the way the
report notes that climate change rarely
features in discussions about the resil-
ience of food chains.

It describes how the government’s
department for international trade high-
lighted five areas for building resilience
in supply chains—climate change was
never explicitly considered.

Overall the CCC paints a shocking
picture of a society completely unprepared
for an accelerating crisis. But it shies
away from what this will actually mean.

What the report avoids saying is that
this unpreparedness will lead to more
death, displacement and disease—
especially for poor and vulnerable people.

Instead the report presents a vision
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of what needs to be done that is limited
by the confines of the current system. A
vision that won’t be enough to stop the
collapse of society.

It cites more investment, new bodies to
be set up to monitor and develop adap-
tation plans and policy reform as the
answer. The report calls for the next NAP,
which is set to be released in the summer
of this year, to be much more ambitious.

But yet another report won’t be
enough to ensure the government takes
the vital steps needed.

Our rulers are locked into a system
of international competition. And that’s
why they will not break from the fossil
fuel industry that is accelerating the
crisis.

The Tories wholly back the bosses,
and are more interested in keeping prof-
its healthy, not saving the planet. This
was shown when they revealed their
net-zero plan in Aberdeen last Thursday.

This plan for reducing emissions mainly
focused on investment in unproven
and unreliable technologies like carbon
capture and storage. These technologies
keep the fossil fuel industry intact.

So it will take more than reports to get
the Tories to act with the urgency that
is needed—it will be a mass movement
on the streets that puts those in power
under pressure they can’t ignore.

RISING FLAMES—not
Greece or Australia
but Moray, Scotland,
in April 2019 (left)
Flooding in York in
2021 as the River
Ouse burst its banks
(top) Blighted crops
are an inevitable
consequence of
climate chaos (above)

Join Extinction Rebellion as
it makes a return to streets

EXTINCTION REBELLION (XR) will
kick off its next rebellion in just
over two weeks.

The group plans to get thousands
of people to gather and protest
outside parliament from 21-24 April
for an event it has dubbed “The Big
One’.

The Big One is a chance for the
climate movement to head back
to the streets and rage against the
climate-killing actions of the Tories
and the bosses.

Jim is an XR activist in Norwich.
He explained to Socialist Worker
how he and other members of the
group are preparing for The Big
One.

“Locally we’ve been having
meetings to mobilise people. We'll
also have a job to do of re-engaging
those that might have dropped out
of action.

“When | go out leafleting, it’s
quite encouraging. People are
already saying they are planning to
go. We've booked two coaches to go
from Norwich, and about 180 people
have already signed up that | don’t
know currently.”

Jim added that The Big One was a
change in strategy for XR.

“We’re a lot more focussed
on building alliances this time.
Nationally there are about 70
different groups signed up in
support. We're doing the same thing
locally with groups in the area:

“Friday will be the big day, but
they’ll be training for four days
before and other rebellious things
for three days after. On Monday
we will deliver our demands to
parliament.

“The Big One will also be an
important place for us to discuss
what comes next” he added.

Jim said The Big One could not
come at a more critical time. “The

world is burning, and our government
isn’t even remotely interested in
doing anything about it. They met in
Aberdeen to discuss how to break
down any net zero plans.

“Then there was the latest IPCC
report. There was no fanfare, no
panic.

Moments

“The Big One can be a chance to
build up the climate movement
again. We need to keep on creating
moments. We also need to show
people we’'re still fighting.

“Every person I've met in XR has
a different story about why they
joined. Some people saw us on TV
or read about us in the newspapers.
These moments make people join
our movement” he added.

“We have to get 100,000 people
out on the streets. We must make
The Big One the biggest climate
mobilisation in history.”

The Big One will be a massive
test of XR’s new strategy and ability
to form alliances.

Socialists, campaigners and trade
unionists must be all out to make
it as big, militant and angry as
possible.

For details go to bit.ly/BigOneXR

Jailed climate activist attacks ‘corrupt’ system

“I SAW the corruption of it all, and
knew I had to tell the truth,” says
climate activist Giovanna Lewis.

She was imprisoned for simply
mentioning the climate crisis during
the court case following her arrest
for blocking a road.

Alongside Giovanna fellow activist
Amy Pritchard was released on
Monday after three and a half weeks
in prison.

The two Insulate Britain
supporters blocked a London road in
2021 and were charged with causing
a public nuisance. They refused to
stay silent after judge Silas Reid
ordered them not to talk about
climate change in court.

Giovanna told Socialist Worker
that her experience has made it
clear which side the law is on.

“Three of us were in the trial, and
we represented ourselves,” she
said. “I was surprised about how
much discussion goes on when
the jury isn’t in the room.

“So much of the evidence
and questioning goes on
without them there. Judge

Insulate Britain
campaigner and local
councillor Giovanna
Lewis was jailed for
raising the climate
crisis in her court case

Silas Reid was great at making your
questions seem irrelevant. He’s very
skilful at his craft.

“He kept asking us if we wanted
help with writing our defence
statement, saying we’d get something
wrong. But I didn’t want him to help.

“It wasn’t my plan to do what I did
in court. But in the moment, I saw
the corruption of it all. That’s when I
knew I had to tell the truth.

“The judge tried to tell us there
were only two reasons why we
defied him—either to influence the
jury or to carry on our protest. I
stood up and said we had a third
reason, and that it was because it
was the right thing to do.”

Giovanna and Amy are set to
find out on Friday if there will be a
retrial after the jury failed to reach
a majority verdict on the public
nuisance charge.

The two activists were taken
to HMP Bronzefield. “We were
separated and I was taken
to the detox wing, as there
wasn’t space for me in the

rest of the prison,” said

Giovanna. “There I met other women
prisoners who, when they heard
about what I had done, supported me
and said what I had done was right.

“I was then moved to another part
of the prison, into a room that used
to be for just one person. Another
bed and chest of drawers had been
crammed in there to accommodate
two people.

“From my time inside, what’s
clear to me is that prisons are
overcrowded and under-resourced.”

Giovanna added, “It really hit me
on the second night in prison that
if a retrial happens and I’'m found
guilty, I’ll have to go back again. But
I don’t have any regrets. It’s never
pleasant to go to prison.

“But our case has highlighted
just how unjust the system is.
Someone needs to stand up and say,
‘sometimes you need to break laws
because the law is wrong’.”

Every trade unionist, campaigner
and activist should be outraged
that climate protesters are being
imprisoned for telling the truth and
stand with them.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and democratically plans how they
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
e\ N geront he streets of France
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.

You are welcome to join our meetings to take
part in political discussion and debate. You will
also find out about our local activities.

Some Socialist Workers Party meetings are
“hybrid” meetings where people either attend
in person or on Zoom.

If your local meeting is accessible via Zoom the
meeting ID will be included in the list on this
page.

How can Macron be beaten? The password for all meetings is 967537.

MARCHING IN Marseille, in the south of France, last month
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Two exhibitio
some brillian

1S SF

owcasing
Wwomen artists

The Barbican gives a chance to see work by Alice Neel, while in Whitechapel
there’s a revelatory exhibition of women expressionists, writes Judy Cox

FOR CENTURIES the canon of
great artists has been almost
exclusively male and white. A 2019
survey found that 87 percent of
the works exhibited in major US
art galleries were by men.

In London’s National Gallery,
99 percent of artworks were
painted by men. But things are now
changing fast.

The canvases of long-forgotten
women artists are being dusted
down and displayed with electrifying
results.

Two new exhibitions in London
contribute to this long-overdue
recovery of women artists.

The Barbican in central London is
currently exhibiting some 70 works
by the American Alice Neel.

Neel was an artistic rebel who
refused to follow the post war trend

RADIO

GAMIFICATION
11am, Tue 11 April, Radio 4
and then on BBC Sounds

JOLYON JENKINS looks
at how the techniques of
gaming have been
co-opted to coerce, cajole
and control us.

They make us act in ways
that may not be in our own
best interests. Welcome to
gamification.

Points, badges, and
leader boards are creeping
into every aspect of
modern life.

Businesses, governments
and schools use games and
gamification as tools for
profit and control.

Amazon workers pack
boxes while a virtual car
races across their screen.

The faster they pack,
the faster the car—and if
they beat their co-workers,
they rise to the top of the
leader board.

Truck drivers are
measured for compliance
with company driving
standards, and can see
in real time how they
are performing against
colleagues.

MUSIC

EARTHLINGS

ALICE NEEL depicts an anti-fascist
march in Nazis Murder Jews (left)
She refuses to conform to concepts
of female beauty, and subverts the

for abstraction. By Louis VI. Out now
She chose instead to celebrate
humanity in her psychologically and

physically revealing portraits of the

Earthling is the
hotly-tipped second album

bohemian inhabitants of Greenwich
Village and the marginalised
community of Spanish Harlem.

Neel talked to her sitters until they
relaxed and revealed themselves.
She persuaded many of her subjects
to pose naked.

One striking painting shows
a battered and vulnerable Andy
Warhol, then recovering from an
attack by Valerie Solanas.

Defiant

She did not paint a nude self-portrait
until she was 80. The result is a
magnificently defiant refusal to
conform to traditional concepts of
female beauty.

Neel reversed the mainstream
idea of the female nude, reclining
passively in the gaze of the male
observer.

Neel was also a political rebel who
joined the US Communist Party. She
painted police brutality against strik-
ing workers and protests against the

“legal lynching” of black men. One
painting is a stunning portrayal of
an anti-fascist march in 1937.

The marchers carry a placard
reading, “Nazis Murder Jews.”
Neel was there. She knew and she
wanted to warn others.

Untitled wo.rk l;y Iranian expressionist Behjat Sadr

Just over a mile east of the Barbican
is another revelatory exhibition.

The abstract expressionism on
show at the Whitechapel Gallery
represents the artistic trend Neel
resisted, and which made superstars
of Mark Rothko and Jackson Pollock.

This new exhibition presents
glorious art produced by female
expressionists from across the
world.

The sheer range and diversity of
the artworks are exhilarating.

The exhibition seeks to both
recover the art of forgotten women
and decolonise expressionism.

There are the intricate
calligraphies of Japanese artist Toko
Shinoda and bold canvases by South
Korean Wook-kyung Choi.

Iranian Behjat Sadr’s work is a
mysterious blend of nature and
industry.

These are displayed alongside
the—slightly—more familiar
artworks of Americans Lee Krassner

conventions of the female nude, in her
self portrait (above)

and Joan Mitchell. These two
exhibitions are both important and
welcome correctives to the erasure
of women painters and joyful
experiences.

If I could only go to one, it would
be Alice Neel.

The CIA attempted to coopt
abstract expressionism as a cultural
weapon in its Cold War against the
Soviet Union.

Alice Neel could never have been
coopted by the US state.

Her socialist politics animated
and energised her art.

The FBI put Neel under
surveillance, describing her as a
“romantic, bohemian, Communist”,
and so she remained.

Alice Neel: Hot off the Griddle,
Barbican Art Gallery, Silk St, London
EC2Y 8DS until 21 May

Action, Gesture, Paint: Women Artists
and Global Abstraction 1940-70,
Whitechapel Art Gallery, Whitechapel
High St, London E1 7QX, until 7 May

from musical all-rounder
Louis VI. Here, the rapper,
self-taught producer, and
multi-instrumentalist draws
on hip hop, jazz, electronic,
afrobeat, funk, RnB, and
soul.

It follows Louis on his
quest to show what it
means to be human—a
tale of joy, anger and
exploration set against
a backdrop of police
brutality, racism, and
colonial legacy.

What’s on at...

Bookmarks

The socialist bookshop

The New Age of
Catastrophe

With author Alex Callinicos.
Chaired by Anne Alexander

Friday 21 April, 6:30pm

at Bookmarks Bookshop,
1Bloomsbury St,

London, WC1B 3QE
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
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RANCE HAS
‘ entered a
Marxian state of
pre-insurrection.
Orderly protest

over the retire-
ment age has mutated into a
deeper crisis of the regime.”

That’s how the Telegraph
newspaper’s world economy
editor Ambrose Evans-Pritchard,
described the situation of strikes
and protests last week.

Some socialists in France also
speak of a “pre-revolutionary
period”, a “revolutionary crisis”
or “revolutionary potential”.

Are they right, and if they are
how do we go from mass strug-
gle to revolution?

Certainly there is more than
a simple trade union battle over
pensions taking place. Ten days
of actions called by the unions
have seen huge strikes and mobi-
lised millions on the streets.

But also sections of workers,
fuelled by determined organisa-
tion at the base, continue indef-
inite strikes in parts of refuse
collection, refineries, energy,
docks, ports and transport.

Young people are mobilising
in larger numbers than ever, and
the government was last week in
retreat from its plans to impose
compulsory national service.

“We said to ourselves that
adding an ingredient to an
explosive cocktail was not a
good idea,” explained a minis-
terial adviser.

Last Thursday, outraged at
state repression, tens of thou-
sands of people took part in
more than 165 demonstrations
nationwide against police vio-
lence. Predictably some faced—
police violence.

The Russian revolutionary
Lenin, writing at the start of the
First World War, put forward
some symptoms of a revolu-
tionary crisis. It had, he said,
to be “impossible for the ruling
classes to maintain their rule
without any change”.

This is important because
splits at the top act as “a fis-
sure through which the dis-
content and indignation of the
oppressed classes burst forth”.

UT THERE also
has to be a
determination for
“the lower classes
not to want to live
in the old way”.
Another feature is that “the
suffering and want of the
oppressed classes have grown
more acute”. And as a result
“there is considerable increase
in the activity of the masses”.
These are not a list that you
can tick off against social reality.
How much division at the top,
how much pain, how much
mobilisation? And as Leon
Trotsky stressed, each of these
factors interacts with the other.
“The more decisively and
confidently the proletariat
acts, the better will it suc-
ceed in bringing after it the
intermediate layer, the more
isolated will be the ruling class,
and the more acute its demor-
alisation. And, on the other
hand, a demoralisation of the

STREET FIGHTING spread acros

s France last week as the movement directed its anger at the po!

lice

CAN THE FRENGH
REVOLT BECOME
A REVOLUTION?

An explosive cocktail that mixes striking workers with
youthful fury has exploded on the streets of France.
Charlie Kimber says the rebellion can reshape the whole
of society—but will require organisation

Leon Trotsky

rulers will pour water into the
mill of the revolutionary class,”
he wrote.

A revolutionary crisis is
not simply the endpoint of a
growing social movement. It’s
a result of the intersecting rela-
tions between classes.

And it’s also a moment when,
the real divisions in society are
revealed. People learn lessons
in struggle about the hostility
of bosses, police, judges, media
and, government—and the sol-
idarity of allies. Trotsky also
said that revolutions were not

Getting rid of the
Fifth republic in
France must
spark a debate
about what

should replace it
I

about reaching some point on a
proletarian struggle thermom-
eter. They were a moment of
“the direct interference of the
masses in historical events.”

A revolutionary crisis
develops because of what the
exploited and oppressed do in
a situation where tensions have
ripened to an extent where what
they do matters profoundly.

To say there is potential doesn’t
mean that a revolutionary upris-
ing is immediately on the cards
today in France. It indicates
that the sweep of resistance is

great enough to set in train a
process that points towards
revolutionary conclusions.

Forcing out Macron, for exam-
ple, would show it is possible to
win change beyond elections and
formal political mechanisms.

The key is for revolutionaries
to be strong enough to advance
demands that bring together
economic and political strug-
gle through the method of class
organisation.

They have to be independent
of the trade union leaders and
the reformist political parties.

The aim is to make workers
aware of their own poten-
tial power and to lead away
from reliance on false hope in
parliamentary manoeuvres.

The best demands are those
that liberate workers from the
straitjacket of “realism”.

There need to be intensely
practical and immediate fights,
and those that reach further.
Land, peace, bread and all
power to the workers’ coun-
cils is an example from 1917 in
Russia.

RINGING down
Macron would
direct atten-
tion toward
abolishing the
fiercely undemo-
cratic constitution of the
Fifth Republic which allowed
the president to impose the
pension assaults by decree.

This has to set off a process
of discussion throughout the
working class on what will
replace it.

As well as defeating the
attempt to raise the pension
age, workers have to fight to
reduce it.

Freeing themselves from the
bureaucratic narrowness of
agitating only about pensions,
workers have to call for pay
rises for all.

They have to struggle for the
full rights to picket and protest,
and the removal of the laws that
allow the state and corporations
to order some strikers back to
work with the threat of fines
and jail.

This raises the question of
leadership. This doesn’t mean
that if only we had a revolu-
tionary socialist at the top of
the CGT union federation there
would now be an insurrection
in France.

Leadership has to be
implanted in substantial
sections of the working class.

Lenin sees the party as what
differentiates a revolutionary
situation from a revolutionary
crisis.

It is the instrument that
doesn’t just line up a collection
of important issues but welds
together the fight on all fronts
around the spine of workers’
power.

At the same time as fighting
over workplace issues,
revolutionaries say workers have
to confront the anti-migrant
Darmanin law, and all the meas-
ures that oppress and brutalise
Muslim and black people.
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T TIMES of deep
crisis, the state
and its forces
become the
strategic tar-
get. The state
is the intersection of
political control and the
economic dictatorship of big
corporations.

To undermine state power
there should be demands
such as the abolition of the
ultra-repressive Brav-M
(Motorised Brigades for the
Repression of Violent Action)
unit and the removal of the cops’
armoury of grenades and gas.

Crucially all of these
demands are realisable only
through the systematic growth
of rank and file organisation
both in individual workplaces
and by coordinating between
workplaces.

If all these possibilities were
fulfilled today it wouldn’t mean
socialism would be achieved
overnight. But workers would
start to see alternative sources
of power and decision-making
that could destroy and replace
the capitalist state.

Everything that diverts and
delays that process is fatal.
It creates openings for the
bureaucrats to squeeze life from
the struggle.

Lenin wrote, “It is not every
revolutionary situation that
gives rise to a revolution.

“Revolution arises only out
of a situation in which objec-
tive changes are accompanied
by a subjective change, namely,
the ability of the revolutionary
class to take revolutionary
mass action strong enough to
break (or dislocate) the old
government, which never, not
even in a period of crisis, ‘falls’,
if it is not toppled over.”

When revolutionary
leadership is lacking, the dead
hand of the union leaders and
the reformists can misdirect
even the mightiest uprising.

May 1968 saw a much
bigger wave of revolt in France
than today. Repression of stu-
dent protesters triggered an
immense movement of workers.

On 13 May, transcending the
confined vision of the union
leaders, an immense demonstra-
tion brought together school and
university students, and workers
from all over the country.

One account describes the
marchers embodying “the
flesh and blood of modern
capitalist society, an unend-
ing mass, a power that could
sweep everything before it, if
it but decided to do so”. From

Workers marched
in huge numbers
last month—
including in
Marseille where
240,000 hit the
streets (top)

The revolt in
1968 also drew
workers, students
and others into

a revolutionary
movement (above)

that day, three weeks of a gen-
eral strike began, mobilising 10
million workers throughout the
country.

It was the largest general
strike in history up to that point.

Factories didn’t just close,
many strikers occupied them
and turned them from places of
production to sites of collective
political organisation.

President Charles de Gaulle
was unsure of whether the army
and the police would follow his
commands. But union leaders
and MPs insisted the struggle
was for wage rises, not a new
sort of society.

They lowered workers’
horizons to better pay, which the
government and bosses granted
only to launch bitter revenge
when the struggle ebbed.

Revolution wasn’t
impossible. It failed because
of the poisonous leadership of
the union bureaucrats and the
reformist Communist Party.

For revolutionaries, the
challenge is to prevent a similar
process today.

READ MORE
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®The Notion of the
Revolutionary Crisis in
Lenin

by Daniel Bensaid
bit.ly/revcrisis0323

®The Collapse of the
Second International,
sectionll

by Vladimir Lenin
bit.ly/Lenin2int

®Revolution is the
Choice of the People:
Crisis and Revolt in the
Middle East and North
Africa

by Anne Alexander, £12

Available at Bookmarks,
the socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637 1848
or go to bookmarks
bookshop.co.uk
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FOCUS ON
WORKERS

Royal blackMail—don't give
N to bosses new threats

The CWU union
leaders shouldn’t
accept postal bosses’
lies, or rush into
compromises after the
threat of bankruptcy,
says Nick Clark

ROYAL MAIL bosses are using
every dirty trick in an effort
to break strikes and ram
through worse condtions.

Their latest tactic is to claim
that strikes have pushed the
firm to the edge of bankruptcy
and it will be workers’ fault if
it goes under.

It’s a piece of corporate
blackmail from a company that
grabbed a £758 million profit
in the year to March 2022.

It paid out most of that—
around £567 million—to
shareholders in dividends and
a share buyback

Last week saw a slew of
media reports speculating
that Royal Mail could be
on the brink of going into
administration. Many of them
linked its financial troubles to
strikes.

If workers don’t give in to
their plans, then Royal Mail
could collapse, the reports say.
The government would have
to appoint an administrator
that would gut Royal Mail.

Splitting

This could involve splitting
it up, selling the profitable
parcels side of the business,
leaving a bare-bones letters
company to meet the legal
requirement to deliver six
days a week.

That threat appears to have
paralysed CWU union leaders.
They’ve been in talks with
bosses for months.

But on every single
demand, they still don’t have
anything they could get their
members to accept.

Meanwhile bosses have
ploughed on with workplace
cuts, making the job near-
unmanageable for many, and
have victimised workers by
the hundreds.

Union leaders had said if
that didn’t stop, they would
announce new strikes. But
they kept delaying out of fear
of what that might mean for
the company.

Throughout the dispute,
CWU leaders said they

ROYAL MAIL strikers rallying last year

accepted the need for
“change.”

They could win, they said,
because they had a plan to
keep the business profitable
while saving workers’ jobs.

Bosses were never
interested. Now, far from
being a strength, that
commitment to keeping Royal
Mail profitable has turned out
to be union leaders’ Achilles’
heel.

It’s a lesson—not just
to postal workers, but to
those in every industry—of
the dangers that come with
seeking partnership and
profits with bosses.

Union leaders quite often
say that workers and bosses
have a mutual interest in
keeping their firms profitable.
If the company stays
profitable, workers can keep
their jobs, they argue.

It rarely works out like
that.

In the steel industry, union
leaders have repeatedly
accepted cuts to pay, pensions
and job conditions to “save”
steel plants and jobs.

The bosses always come
back for more—with yet more
threats of sackings.

Genuinely saving jobs
needs a different perspective
and a different strategy.

If you give in then
the bosses will
always come back
with more threats
of sackings

PicTURE: GUY SMALLMAN

First of all, workers should
recognise that their ability
to hit bosses’ profits is the
very thing that makes them
powerful.

If Royal Mail really is on its
knees, then the bosses should
be as desperate for a deal as
CWU's leaders currently are.
It’s the perfect time to strike.

But the problem also raises
a bigger question about how
services and industries should
be run and in whose interests.

If keeping Royal Mail
profitable means having to
tear up jobs and destroy the
service, then it shouldn’t be
run for profit at all.

Royal Mail’s current
situation is proof that
privatisation has failed.
Competition with parcels
couriers has meant a race to
the bottom.

It should be renationalised
and run as a public service.

Leader

The CWU is for
renationalisation. Its leader
Dave Ward passed a motion

at last year’s Labour Party
conference calling for just that.

But it’s no good waiting for
Labour.

Its top politicians have
already said they won’t do it.

So it’s now or never. This
really is a fight for the future
of Royal Mail.

It’s either gig-economy hell
or renationalisation. There’s
no halfway house. CEO Simon
Thompson knows that, and
he’ll fight to the end to get his
way.

Workers have to fight for
theirs.

It’s a big task—but it’s
urgent—and it needs a fight to
match, not more empty talks
that lead nowhere.
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ANALYSIS

by YURIPRASAD

US bank of all time to fail.

Credit Suisse.

call a “liquidity crisis”.

running out of money.

wiped off its market value.

string of scandals.

WEEKS AGO Silicon Valley
Bank became the second largest

A host of other smaller US
institutions followed. Then
came the near-collapse and
buy-out of the Swiss giant

Pressure from events
forced the US Treasury and
the European Central Bank to
bring in emergency funding
for banks facing what they

That’s what we know as

This move, and the way
big banks dutifully bought
out the failing smaller ones,
led most commentators to
suggest the crisis had passed.

Then one of the world’s
biggest financial institutions,
the 153 year old Deutsche
Bank, hit trouble. Towards
the end of last month, its
share price plummeted and
a whopping £27 billion was

Deutsche Bank shares fell
sharply in part because of its
own long-term failings, and a

But it is part of a wider

DEUTSCHE BANK'’S market value has fallen by £27 billion

pattern of instability in the
system. As part of their
battle against inflation, cen-
tral banks have piled on
interest rate rises in a delib-
erate bid to tip the world into
recession.

They hope that rising
unemployment and falling
wages will eventually cause
a drop in demand.

That in turn is expected
to bring prices down. The
problem is, that alongside all

the other human misery that
their policy causes, crashing
the economy increases the
likelihood that people and
firms will be unable to repay
their debts.

It also reduces savings, as
people withdraw what they
have left to cover their daily
needs.

This is already having a
big effect on the sector, with
banks increasingly short of
money and carrying lots of

risky debt on their books.

Following the spate of
collapses, investors are now
worried about the whole
financial system.

They are on the lookout
for particular banks that
might have weaknesses, and
are ready to dump shares
in them—even based on
rumours. Here the process
by which big banks bought up
struggling ones has actually
increased their fears.

When UBS bought the
ailing Credit Suisse, part
of the agreement was that
a huge chunk of its riskier
debts—known as ATI1
bonds—would be written off.

That meant those
bondholders lost all their
investment. That was good
news for shareholders and the
new owners, but is unprece-
dented in financial law.

The write-off spooked the
bond markets. It sparked a
sell-off of all kinds of bank
debt, as investors started to
worry that what happened to
AT1 bonds could spread.

Market turmoil means
it’s now more expensive for
banks to raise the cash they
need to function. That in
turn adds pressure on those
already thought to be weak.

Target

It was through this process
that Deutsche Bank became
the next target, and no one
knows which one will be
next, or when.

And, it’s not just the bond
markets sending shudders
through the system.

Marxist economist Michael
Roberts sees other dan-
gers circling. He points out

Why this latest banking crisis Is far from over

that US banks are “heavily
into commercial real estate
assets”—offices, industrial
estates, and supermarket
malls, for example.

“But commercial premises
prices have been diving since
the end of the pandemic,” he
writes. “With many standing
empty earning no rents.

“And now with
commercial mortgage rates
rising from the (interest rate)
hikes, many banks face the
possibility of more defaults
on their loans.”

That’s already leading to a
wave of bad debts as property
developers collapse.

As a result, banks are
making it harder and more
expensive for firms to borrow
money—and making it more
likely that property prices
will tumble still further.

At every turn, the financial
sector faces turmoil, and
bosses don’t always have
an answer—except to make
workers pay.

But don’t expect to see
bankers jumping from
windows any time soon.

They are secure in the
knowledge that the central
banks and states will usually
be keen to help them out.
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How the Tories use crime
and punishment to divide us

The government’s plan against so-called ‘anti-social behaviour’ is built on scaremongering
and lies. Sam Ord explores how talking about crime is used as a strategy to bolster power

r‘ RISHI Sunak’s Tories are

clamping down on young
and marginalised people with
their new Anti-Social Behaviour
Action Plan.

Reminiscent of the days of
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders
(Asbos), Sunak claims it will
see perpetrators face “swift and
visible justice, increased fines and
enhanced drug testing”.

The plan will ban nitrous oxide—
better known as laughing gas—
which is the third most popular
banned drug in Britain.

It will also hand landlords
more powers to evict tenants,
and “nuisance begging” could
be criminalised alongside the
introduction of humiliating “com-
munity payback” initiatives.

As many countries’ politicians
de-escalate the war on drugs,
embracing decriminalisation, the
Tories are instead doubling down.

Ban

That’s despite a government-com-
missioned review advising against
a ban on nitrous oxide last month.

The Office for National Statistics
also found that nitrous oxide use for
16 to 14 year olds has fallen from
8.7 percent to 3.9 percent.

And there has been a 35 percent
decrease in police reports received
about antisocial behaviour since
2012.

Nevertheless, Sunak will plough
ahead with the proposals based

on his fictional problem of drugs
gripping Britain. The Tories’ plan
has a twofold approach.

With a general election in sight
and hundreds of thousands of
workers willing to strike, they hope
to whip up unfounded fear while
also criminalising scapegoats.

It benefits them to clamp down
on some of the most vulnerable in
society.

By placing these people in a
category of “problem” the Tories
can solidify a right wing base and
exert social control over what we
should and shouldn’t do.

This is ground well-trodden for
neoliberal politicians.

In the run-up to the 1997 general
election, former prime minister
Tony Blair decided that a law and
order crackdown was required to
placate the right wing media and
secure electoral success.

Blair’s rule saw the most intense
overhaul of the youth justice system
since the first juvenile courts in
England in 1908. It began with the
Crime and Disorder Act 1998 that
introduced a range of new and
repressive powers and sentences.

The Powers of the Criminal
Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000
opened the door for electronic
monitoring and surveillance of
children.

Soon after in 2002 the Police
Reform Act introduced interim
Asbos that could be issued before
a court hearing. This was followed

by more repressive laws that saw
under-16s drug tested, stop and
searches of young people rise
and tougher punishments for
non-violent crimes such as graffiti.

Blair’s “tough on crime” was a
way of managing people at the
bottom of society.

Those who had lost the most and
become disenfranchised following
Margaret Thatcher and John Major’s
rule were deemed by new Labour to
be the dangerous class.

Blair told the Observer newspaper
in 2005, “People must live together
and one of the basic tasks of gov-
ernment is to facilitate this living
together, to ensure that the many
can live without fear of the few.

“We have provided new tools
including Anti-Social Behaviour
Orders, acceptable behaviour con-
tracts and dispersal orders and will
enable the police to take tough
action.”

This strategy—a strong and
repressive state—was neces-
sary to protect the continuation
of neoliberal policies that offered
nothing for working class people.

Sunak is on a similar mission
to protect his fragile system that
produces economic crisis, climate
change, pandemics and war.

[
What'’s your story?

Email with your ideas
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

More state repressive powers mean more misery and division

r.‘ THE TORIES,

™~ newspapers and Keir
Starmer’s Labour Party
are overstating the
severity of anti-social
behaviour. This leads to
fear among people of an
apparently increasingly
violent society.

Our rulers give
the impression that
young, male and black
working class people are
responsible for crime.

Their solution is more
repressive legislation,
more police powers and
harsher sentences.

But this won’t stop
crime—it is built into
the unequal system we
are forced to endure.

Those who turn to
crime often have no
other way of survival.

If young working class
people were given the
same opportunities to
better their lives as the
wealthy, they wouldn’t
need to rely on crime.
But that would
mean abandoning
the class system Rishi
Sunak represents.
Handing powers to the
police is a scary reality,
especially as damning
reports and inquiries
continue to unveil
rampant racism and
sexism within the police.
Just last week the
children’s commissioner
report outlined how
children as young as
eight years old are
strip-searched across
England and Wales.
Tougher policing

will see more people
put behind bars for
non-violent crimes. But
locking people up doesn’t
keep people safe, nor
does it rehabilitate. It is
just another mechanism
to repress people.
Focusing on crime
leads to the right wing
conclusions for the
causes—it separates

people and atomises them.

It makes people
see crime from an
individual perspective
and takes crime out of
context—a useful strategy
to divide people.

There is no guarantee
that Sunak’s assault on
young, marginalised
people will win swathes
of support. But, as the
media increases its

scaremongering and
Starmer talks of “life
ruining” cannabis smoke,
the tide can soon change.

Now Starmer and
Sunak will battle to be
the toughest on crime
at the cost of black,
poor and vulnerable
people’s lives.

It means feeling
demoralised about
building a better, fairer
world together.

But most importantly
for the Tories, it distracts
us from their growing
list of failures and
allows them to shift
the blame onto us.

This lets the real
criminals—the
warmongers, corporate
tax dodgers and climate
killers—off the hook.
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IN BRIEF

Make bosses come
clean with cash

A DOMESTIC worker is battling
to get £5,000 her bosses
stole from her. Betty Ulloa’'s
former bosses—outsourcer
Pridegreen limited—refuse to
pay up despite being ordered
to by an employment tribunal.

They had underpaid her
while she was furloughed
as a cleaner at the London
Elizabeth Hotel—paying her
only 42 percent of her salary
instead of the 80 percent they
were mandated to.

She plans to protest every
Saturday from 2 pm outside
the London Elizabeth Hotel in
central London alongside her
union, Caiwu.
®Join Betty every Saturday,
2pm, outside the London
Elizabeth Hotel, at 4 Lancaster
Terrance, W2 3DF

Journalists won’t
cover election night

BBC LOCAL radio journalists
are set to strike for a second
time from midnight on 5
May—targeting local elections
night.

The members of the NUJ
union are fighting plans to
share programming between
stations that would slash jobs.

The strike would be the
second day of action, following
a previous one-day walkout on
15 March.

More militancy
needed at mills

THE UNITE union called off
strikes by 150 mill workers
employed by animal feed
manufacturer AB AGRI after
workers voted to accept a
two-year pay deal worth 13
percent.

Unite said the deal also
contains an agreement to allow
union recognition across AB
AGRI's mills. No doubt Unite is
delighted to have secured this
recognition, and it can boost
workers' organisation. But the
pay settlement is well below
inflation and is a big real terms
cut.

Pay takes big dip at
theme park

ENGINEERS IN the Unite
union at Chessington World of
Adventures near London are
balloting for strikes over pay.
The employer, Merlin
Attractions, is seeking to
impose a real terms pay cut on
its workers. The strike ballot
closes on Wednesday 12 April.

DEATHS IN CUSTODY

JANET ALDER, whose brother Christopher died in police custody

Demandingustice for
Christopher 25 years on

b; ISABEL RINGROSE

CAMPAIGNERS MET in Hull

on Saturday to demand justice
for Christopher Alder 25 years
after he died in police custody.

Christopher was arrested
on 1 April 1998 outside a
nightclub in Hull. Hours
later he was dead in Queen’s
Gardens Police Station. CCTV
footage shows that, as he was
choking to death, cops were
laughing and making monkey
noises around him.

No cops have been held to
account to this day despite
years of lies and a cover-up
over swapping and hiding his
body.

In August 2000 an inquest
jury returned a verdict of
“unlawful killing”. But no
officer has been held to
account. Five officers from
Humberside Police were
cleared of manslaughter and
misconduct two years later.

“It’s been a horror story,”
Christopher’s sister Janet told

Socialist Worker. “I was full
of optimism that the right
thing had been done at the
beginning. I was naive to how
the system runs.

“I believed that after that
awful video of my brother
dying, the police officers would
be held to account, especially
after an unlawful killing
verdict.”

To add to the horror, in
2011 Janet’s family discovered
Christopher’s body was not
buried where they had laid
him to rest.

A 77-year old woman, Grace
Kamara, was buried there
instead after a “mix-up” with
the bodies at the mortuary in
Hull.

Instead, Christopher’s body
had been used for police
“training purposes”.

“That was a total shock
to the system. What type of
people would do that?” Janet
said. “Nobody has given
any answers about how that
happened. I was the one
who arranged the funeral—it

was projected onto me that
I was the one who had done
something wrong.

“The state used that as an
opportunity to say they didn’t
know what had happened and
no one had done anything
wrong.

“I couldn’t get my head
around that. It's been an
emotionally lonely road.”

Janet added that despite a
verdict of unlawful killing, “the
police are still in denial about
things”.

“I was spied on too, that
was a very scary experience,”
she explained. “I always
felt that they’d murdered
my brother—then you start
thinking, what would they do
to you?

“Each time I meet other
families in a similar position
it shows we’re not alone and
that this is wider than just
Christopher’s case.

But it isolates you—it’s
stuff in the deepest darkest
depths that people shouldn’t
go through.”

‘How many other lies have police told?’

JANET HAS suffered at the hands of the
cops’ brutality, lies and corruption. She
explained how her mental and physical

about what’s happened,” she added.
“I question everything now.
“Every single state body is interlinked—

AIRPORTS

Heathrow strike gets some
/0 flights a day cancelled

TEN DAYS of strikes over
pay involving over 1,400
security officers at Heathrow
Airport began last Friday
and were set to continue
until Easter Sunday.
Heathrow Airport
Limited (HAL) refused to
substantially improve its pay
offer, instead adding only
an additional lump sum
The strike involves
security guards in the
Unite union at Terminal
5—which is only used
by British Airways—and
those who check cargo.
British Airways cancelled
about 70 flights on Friday.
Unite said the strike was
being “well supported”.
Ahead of the strike,
Heathrow asked airlines

to stop selling tickets
and allow customers to
change travel dates.

British Airways pre-
emptively cancelled 300
flights and Virgin Atlantic
confirmed it had limited
new ticket sales and
introduced a flexible policy.

Heathrow said it was
deploying 1,000 “extra
colleagues”—scabs—and
its management team
to assist passengers.

The current average
salary of a Heathrow
security guard is £30,000 a
year. This is made up of a
basic £26,000, after three
years experience, with a
£4,000 shift allowance.
That’s down 24 percent in
real terms since 2017.

Vote for college fightback

WORKERS IN further
education have indicated
they want to strike over pay,
workload, professionalism
and binding national
negotiations.

An impressive 87 percent
of UCU union members
at more than a hundred

colleges voted “yes” to
action in a consultative
ballot that closed on Friday
of last week.

The turnout was just over
51 percent nationally. Now
union leaders must push
forward with an official
ballot as soon as possible.

SCHOOLS ROUND-UP

@®TEACHERS AT Plympton
Academy in Plymouth
began six days of strikes on
Thursday of last week over
excessive working hours and
workload.

The members of the
NASUWT union say
school leaders’ decisions
are undermining their
professionalism.

TRANSPORT

@®TEACHERS AT Clydach
primary school in Swansea
called off a six day strike last
week. The members of the
NASUWT union are fighting
over accusations of bullying
and had already struck for five
days. Union leaders say the
dispute continues, but called
off the strike after bosses met
their “requirements” to do so.

Strikers protest at City Hall

'in east London

health has been affected by the “chaos” the
state imposed on her to hide its cruelty.

they’re all looking after each other.
“Unless people are held to

Strike could be a Cleaners fight low pay on

: “Then you become the enemy of account how can they change? . .
beacon Of resistance the state if you are disrupting the way “They can’t keep apologising and D kl d L h-t R |
SCOTLAND'S WORKERS are they routinely do things,” she said. denying any liability or responsibility— OC a n S Ig a I Way

to vote on strikes over pay.

The workers are employed
by the Northern Lighthouse
Board who maintain
and operate Scotland'’s
lighthouses, beacons and
buoys.

Around 30 Unite union
members including base
assistants, cooks and
technicians will take part in the
ballot which closes on 24 April.

“It’s unbelievable that so many people
can deal with so many issues—death,
spying, swapping bodies—with no
accountability and no responsibility.

“It makes you question all these
other deaths in custody—how many lies
have these other families been told?

“It shows that the police and state are not
there to give justice to ordinary people.”

As a result, Janet has “no faith in
the system”. “It’d be stupid of me to
believe they’re going to do something

otherwise it goes round in circles forever.”
Janet says her job now is “to make
people aware of what’s happened and
instil dignity back into Christopher”.
‘And people need to share our
story and support other families.
“We need to question what’s
happened and why somebody has
been going on for 25 years.
She added, “I’ve lost more than I've
gained, So believe what I’'m saying and help
instil confidence in me to forge forward.”

OUTSOURCED staff
working for ISS on the
Docklands Light Railway in
London walked out for 48
hours last weekend in their
fight for pay after rejecting
an “insulting” 1.8 percent
pay offer.

The workers, employed
as revenue protection,
cleaners, security and travel

safe staff are underpaid
compared to those doing
similar Transport for
London jobs.

All workers on London’s
transport system won free
travel through a RMT union
campaign. But ISS staff
have so far not been told
whether they will get access
to this.
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SCOTTISH COLLEGES

AMAZON

Amazon battle set to

spread to 5 new sites
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GMB union members plan T
strike ballots at Mansfield .

in Nottinghamshire,
Coalville and Kegworth in
Leicestershire, Rugeley in
Staffordshire and Rugby in
Warwickshire.

They would be following
the example of those who
have already struck in
Coventry.

Darren, a striker at the
BHX4 fulfilment centre
in Coventry told Socialist
Worker, “We had a Zoom call
with workers at the sites that
are planning to ballot. It was
fantastic.

“They had exactly the
same concerns as us. They
also feel like they’re ignored.

“They said that the 50p
an hour pay increase last
year was an insult, and they
were also angry when it was
announced Amazon would
start paying us only just above
minimum wage.”

Workers at the BHX4 site
have announced they plan
to strike for another six
days from 16-18 April and

NHS

21-23 April. Darren said
strikes could potentially halt
operations at BHX4.

“The new dates clash with
major holidays including
Easter and Eid. People have
booked these off on holiday,
so fewer people will be in.

“The remaining people
who are in will have to work
even harder, so we are hoping
they’ll say enough is enough
and join us on picket lines.”

Darren added that news
of ballots at other sites has
boosted workers at BHX4.

NHS pay battles in
London and Coventry

CLEANERS AND catering

workers at the South

London Maudsley

NHS Trust have voted

overwhelmingly for strikes.
The outsourced staff

work for giant private

sector ISS firm and are

demanding £14.34 an hour

and full Agenda for Change

terms and conditions.
Unless bosses make a

significant offer strikes

are set to begin at four

psychiatric hospitals in

south London this month.
“Our members who

do vital work for the

trust have had enough

of eking out a miserable

existence on poverty pay

whilst juggling impossible

workloads,” says GMB

organiser Helen O’Connor,
“They are struggling

to feed themselves and

their families. The anger

is palpable among the

workers who just want
to be treated fairly.

“GMB members are
also concerned that ISS
is cutting hours and
replacing permanent staff
with agency workers.

“This means that
cleaning and catering are
being compromised.”
®For more on the NHS, see
back page

EDRIVERS IN the

GMB union were set

to strike on Thursday

this week and Tuesday

next week at Movianto

in Coventry over pay.
Movianto is a major

healthcare logistics provider

to private clients and the

NHS. Drivers are responsible

for transporting essential

and often lifesaving

medicines, including

individual prescriptions and

NHS medical supplies.

ntry last month

“It’s hard to keep up the
momentum. But the fact that
more sites could join us has
really lifted people,” he said.

“We visited a number of
the sites that are balloting.

“They were on the cusp
of balloting, but I think our
visit might have sealed the
deal.

“We have told them they
should come and visit our
picket lines when we strike.
They should see how we do
it and see it isn’t scary.

“Everyone knows that if

PICTURE: @ HACKNEYLAD ON TWITTER

we strike at the same time, it
will cause massive issues for
Amazon.

“To try and stop the
disruption caused by our
strikes, the bosses would just
try and reroute a lot of stuff
we processed to other sites.

“But if we all strike
together they can’t do that.”

“Workers need to believe
that we are worth more”
Darren added.

“We are worth £15 an
hour, and a bigger united
fight is the way to get it.”

Stop the delay at Royal Mall

ROYAL MAIL union leaders
didn’t call strikes—as they'd
threatened to—last week
despite bosses pushing ahead
with workplace attacks.

Instead, leaders of the CWU
union said they would carry
on with talks this week. Yet in
a written update last week,
the CWU said nothing bosses
had offered was acceptable.

Union leaders had originally
hoped they could reach a deal
by 12 March. They'd already
signed a joint statement with
senior managers to pave the
way to that.

The statement said union
reps would have oversight of
workplace cuts that merge
deliveries and collections into
fewer, longer routes.

But the cuts—known as
revisions—have made work
unmanageable, and put reps
in a compromised position.

One collections worker in
Bristol told Socialist Worker,
“The union leadership
seemed to think there was
a breakthrough as we're
involved in the revisions. But
the revisions are making reps

sick with stress.”

The union’s update
called revisions “A national
embarrassment for the
company.” It added, “Royal
Mail plans to commence yet
another round of revisions
imminently with the continued
threat of imposition and more
unachievable targets.”

The update also noted
managers were still ploughing
ahead with victimisations of
hundreds of union reps and
members.

It asked, “Is this the way a
company wanting to reach an
agreement would behave?”
Clearly it isn't—which is why
the talks should end and
workers should be called back
out on strike.

“At the moment I'm
grinding my teeth down to
the gum,” said the worker in
Bristol. “Why can't we just
take some action?

“We've got a mandate to
strike and everyone voted for
it. They didn't vote for sitting
around the table with nothing
happening.”
®For more go to page 15

Pay strike ballots sweep
across Scottish colleges

THE FIGHT is hotting up
in Scotland’s colleges.

Last week the EIS
union launched a national
statutory industrial
action ballot following
a derisory 2 percent pay
offer from the employers.

It took a declaration of
dispute to even get an offer.

At the same time the
two biggest colleges—

City of Glasgow and
Edinburgh—have statutory
ballots for strikes over
jobs and conditions.

This flurry of activity
follows a series of
consultative ballots with
high turnouts and huge
majorities voting for action.

Scotland’s Colleges have
seen industrial action by
EIS-Fela (the lecturers)
every year except one
since the return to national
bargaining in 2015. We were

the first union to beat the
Tory ballot threshold when
that law was introduced.

This was in the days
before on-off one-day strikes
became fashionable.

We took indefinite
escalating all-out strikes
and won massive
improvements in pay, terms
and conditions as well as
seeing off fire and rehire.

So we are confident
of beating the
thresholds yet again.

The SNP government
has been tied up with its
own internal problems and
so has paid little attention
to what has been going
on in the college sector.

Now the new first minister
will have an all-out war in
further education as one
of the first items in their
in-tray. Watch this space.
Donny Gluckstein

TELECOMS

OUTSOURCED cleaners in
the IWGB union at Vodafone
HQ in London are fighting
on for a living wage and sick
pay. They are employed by

Mitie, who workers accuse
of unfair and discrimnatory
practices.

®Send solidarity messages at
bit.ly/VodalWGB

Protest to demand Lee
Fowler’s reinstatement

ANTI-blacklist campaigners
have called for solidarity
with Lee Fowler. He was
dismissed by electrical
contractor Bilfinger after
he raised safety issues at
Cargill’s Refinery site in
Merseyside

He also helped four
co-workers win a pay rise.

Lee Fowler commented
after his dismissal, “l got
the four lads a 14 percent
pay rise and | raised health
and safety concerns about
the site.

“l was involved in a
serious accident myself,
and the subsequent report
found no blame on my part.

“I have repeatedly
asked to see the safety
documents relating to my
accident, and that request
has been repeatedly
denied. And for that | was
dismissed? | have fought
for workers’ health and
safety for over 30 years.
They won’t silence me.”

Lee Fowler is a member
of the Unite union that is
representing him. Frank
Morris and Tony Seaman,
Unite executive council
members for construction,
issued a joint statement.
It said, “It is really
disappointing that in 2023,
we continue to see workers
who are prepared to raise
genuine concerns about
safety being targeted.
“Despite all that
was promised by major
contractors in the High
Court in 2016, this issue
continues to blight our
members’ lives.
“Blacklisting is one
of the reasons that the
construction sector has
such a horrendous safety
record.”
®Protest, demand the bosses
reinstate Lee Fowler
Thu 6 April, 12 noon, Cargill
Brocklebank site,
Regent Road (the Dock Road),
Bootle, LD20 8DF
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BATTLEFORBETTER

by YURIPRASAD
|

THE NHS is set to be hit
by the biggest action yet
in the battle for pay and to
defend the health service.

Some 60,000 junior doc-
tors in England plan to strike
for four days from 7am
on Tuesday until 7am on
Saturday 15 April.

They are demanding the
government restores their pay
to 2008 levels, which would
mean a 35 percent rise.

The effect of the action will
be massive because junior
doctors form the bulk of
the health service’s medical
workforce. Outpatient and
inpatient services will likely
be affected.

Already NHS trusts are
trying to reschedule more
than 250,000 appointments.

The doctors’ BMA union
says no hospital departments
are exempted from the strike,
so A&E and intensive care
services will also be hit.

This has brought on a hail
of attacks from the Tories and
their friends in the right wing
media.

The Times newspaper is
spearheading the assault.
Last week, it tore into the
BMA junior doctors’ wing
as “militant” and having
been taken over by left wing
factions.

The union’s demand
for pay restoration was
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RCN MEMBERS on a demonstration to defend the NHS on 11 March

“unreasonable”, it thun-
dered. But the junior doctors
are right to take such deci-
sive action because decent
pay is the only way to solve
the staffing crisis gripping the
NHS.

A leak of the health bosses’
workforce plan last week

showed that if nothing is
done, the service will be short
of 571,000 staff by 2036.

It said there would be
28,000 fewer GP doctors
within 15 years.

No wonder then that junior
doctors in Scotland last week
began a strike ballot so they

too can join the fight for pay
restoration. Dr Hugh Pearson
works a 60-hour week at the
Western General Hospital in
Edinburgh.

He told the Daily Record
newspaper that he regularly
works extra locum shifts in
order to pay for expensive,

PicTure: Guy SMALLMAN

compulsory exams to progress
his career. The courses cost
around £600, and exams can
cost up to £1,000.

And before he has any
hope of becoming a con-
sultant Pearson’s path will
be filled with courses and
exams, including self-funding

a PhD. But, as a second-year
medic, he has no money left
at the end of the month to
pay for them, so he takes on
extra work. He doesn’t have
the money for essentials.

“I share a rented flat with
another doctor. I couldn’t
afford the rent on my own.
I can’t afford a mortgage— I
can’t get the money together
for a deposit,” he said.

“I had more than £80,000
of student debt, and I was sig-
nificantly into my overdraft
when I started work.

The Times wants junior
doctors’ leaders to settle for
a “reasonable” sum.

That would likely be sim-
ilar to that which ministers
have offered other health
workers—and which is rec-
ommended by most of their
unions.

But there is growing fury
among nurses and ambulance
workers that the 5 percent
they have been offered for
this year comes nowhere near
the increased cost of living.

“My rent is going up by
7 percent, my energy bills
are going up by hundreds of
pounds, and my weekly food
shop is at least 20 percent
more than last year. How is
that going to be covered by
5 percent?” a London para-
medic told Socialist Worker.

“And, what makes me
doubly cross is that my union
is recommending we accept
this offer.”

Nurses must organise a revolt—campaign and vote to reject shoddy deals

IN THE nurses’ RCN union
there is a significant
movement from below to
reject the offer and return
back to the picket lines.

Campaigners with
the NHS Workers Say
No group are asking
health workers to
vote no to the offer.

A nurse at St Thomas
hospital reported last
week, “Mass leafleting
again this morning has
provoked widespread
discussion of how bad
the deal is. It gives

On arally at University College Hospital in January

confidence to those
wishing to reject it.

“I urge all those areas
that now have leaflets to
arrange gate leafleting
at your hospitals.”

Both the RCN and
the major Unison union
are balloting until
Friday 14 April. Other
unions have their own
ballot timetables.

One nurse wrote on
Twitter, “The offer is
an insult. The current
government is trying
to pay off those who

worked tirelessly and

relentlessly throughout

Covid and the past decade

of austerity. No thanks.”
Disgracefully the

RCN has asked the

police to investigate

a petition to hold a

vote of no-confidence

in its leadership.
It has also reported

the behaviour of other

members to social

media platforms and

the nursing regulator.
Vote Reject campaigners

claim they are being

bullied and intimidated
by union management.

Activists need to
carry on fighting for
no votes until the
very last moment.

The best way to create
an atmosphere of struggle
in the workplace is to
join the junior doctors
on their picket lines.

The best way to fight
is to stand together.

Go to NHS workers say NO on
Twitter, Instagram or Facebook
for campaigning materials
against the pay deal
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