
 SLAUGHTER
 BY RACIST
 ISRAEL

MASS MURDER AND ETHNIC CLEANSING

BACKED
BY US & 
BRITAIN
      Pages 2&3

Palestinians carry wounded children 
after an Israeli strike on a house in
Rafah, in the Gaza Strip, last week

VICTORY TO THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE
March on Saturday l 12 noon, Bank Junction, London l For Scotland see scottishpsc.org.uk 

£1  |  No 2884 |  6 - 12 December 2023  | socialistworker.co.uk  



CAPTION GOESGet in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker@
Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

by SOPHIE SQUIRE

WILL ISRAEL’S relentless killing 
in Gaza backfire on imperialism? 
The US defence secretary Lloyd 
Austin thinks it might.

He told the Reagan National 
Defence Forum last week that Israel 
might be able to win “militarily”, 
but it could suffer a “strategic 
defeat” because it is killing too many 
Palestinians. 

“In this kind of a fight, the centre 
of gravity is the civilian population,” 
he said.

“And if you drive them into the 
arms of the enemy, you replace a tac-
tical victory with a strategic defeat.” 

That warning echoes one made 
last month by the US secretary of 
state Antony Blinken.

He said that “far too many 
Palestinians had been killed” in 
Israel’s attacks. 

But these calls for restraint have 
nothing to do with concern for 
Palestinian lives—as can be seen in 
a report for the Wall Street Journal 
newspaper last week. 

It detailed how the US is sending 
“bunker-buster” bombs along with 
thousands of other weapons to Israel 

to help it slaughter Palestinians. 
The bunker buster BLU-109 bomb 

carries a 2,000-pound warhead and 
is designed to penetrate concrete 
before exploding. 

It can destroy an entire block of 
flats—and everyone living there—in 
an instant. 

The report says the US has sent 
roughly 15,000 bombs and 57,000 

artillery shells to Israel.
And Britain too is playing a dis-

gustingly hypocritical role.
Last month Rishi Sunak said he 

had told Israel to take “all possible 
measures to protect innocent civil-
ians” in Gaza. 

But then, in a serious escalation 
of British backing for Israel, the 
ministry of defence revealed last 
Saturday that it is sending several 
Shadow R1 reconnaissance aircraft 
to fly over Gaza.

British sources claim that the 
unarmed aircraft have no military 
role.

They say that “only information 
relating to hostage rescue will be 
passed to the relevant authorities 
responsible for hostage rescue”. 

That’s completely unbelievable.
If the British had information 

about Hamas forces, does anyone 
think they would not tell the Zionist 
army?

And how does overhead sur-
veillance assist if, as is constantly 
said,Hamas keeps hostages in 
underground tunnels?

Sunak may have confirmed 
Britain’s military involvement when 
he met Israel’s president Isaac 
Herzog at the Cop28 Summit in the 
UAE recently.

The government sickeningly 
claimed, “The prime minister once 
again emphasised the need to take all 
possible measures to avoid -civilian 
casualties and significantly increase 
the flow of aid to Gaza.”

Yet it backs the Israeli regime’s 
genocidal assaults.

US secretary of state Antony Blinken
AIRSTRIKES ON the Rafah refugee camp in southern Gaza have destroyed everything

If the British RAF 
has information on 
Hamas, does 
anyone think it 
would not tell Israel?

‘‘ 
Our hospitals can 
no longer help the 
victims. Israeli 
soldiers destroyed 
our equipment

‘‘ 

An injured child is brought to hospital in the southern city of Khan Younis

Read Socialist Worker’s 
pamphlet that
wants banned!

Available for £2 from Socialist Worker sellers 
or order at bit.ly/PALpamphlet

Bombing the city of 
Khan Younis shows 
nowhere is safe
ISRAEL HAS only ramped up 
its assault on Gaza since the 
seven‑day pause last month.

In some ways today’s war is 
worse even than the murder 
and ethnic cleansing of the 1948 
Nakba, which marked Israel’s 
creation.

The Gazan health ministry said 
over 700 Palestinians had been 
killed in a single 24-hour period 
last weekend.

The total death toll in Gaza 
had, by the beginning of this 
week, reached over 16,000 since 
the 7 October attacks.

There is now no “safe” place 
in Gaza with missiles exploding 
everywhere, from north to south. 

The Israeli military intensified 
its bombing and moved tanks 
into the city of Khan Younis on 
Monday.

It also succeeded in cutting off 
central Gaza from the south. 

Khan Younis, which is Gaza’s 
second city, became a refuge 
for many of those fleeing Israeli 
bombs, especially in the north 
of Gaza. But now the city is now 
itself a target. 

Shaking
Gaza resident Abu Mohammed 
said that he had already fled 
three times in search of safety 
and was now having to run from 
Khan Younis as well. 

“Israeli tanks shelled from 
the east, and the north and the 
west too from naval ships. There 
was a ring of fire around us. The 
house kept shaking.

“It was covered in red light. 
It caused panic and horror for 

adults and children alike.” 
Nesrine Abdelmoty, who lived 

in Khan Younis, added, “They 
told people to move from the 
north to Khan Younis since the 
south is safer.

“And now, they’ve bombed 
Khan Younis. Even Khan Younis is 
not safe now, and even if we move 
to Rafah, Rafah is not safe as well. 
Where do they want us to go?” 

Ridiculously, Israel said its 
bombing was not an attempt to 
displace people. 

Military spokesman Jonathan 
Conricus said, “We have 
asked civilians to evacuate the 
battlefield, and we have provided 
a designated humanitarian zone 
inside the Gaza Strip.” 

Settlement
He was referring to al-Mawasi, 
near Khan Younis, a tiny stretch 
of land that measures just 
2.5 square miles. Al-Mawasi is a 
small settlement with virtually 
no infrastructure.

Aid organisations have 
been unable to set up there in 
preparation for the thousands of 
Palestinians who could arrive. 

Hospitals across Gaza 
descended to utter chaos over 
last weekend.

Fuel reserves have entirely run 
out, and not one hospital in the 
north of Gaza has been able to 
operate on patients.

Munir al-Barsh, director 
general of Gaza’s Health Ministry, 
said, “We are flooded with 
an influx of dead bodies. Our 
hospitals can no longer offer any 
kind of help to victims. 

“All our medical equipment 
was destroyed by the Israeli 
occupation soldiers.” 

And Israel continues to flatten 
homes. More than 50 residential 
buildings were destroyed in the 
Shujayea neighbourhood, east of 
Gaza City on Monday. 

Israeli forces have damaged 
or destroyed over half of all 
Gaza’s residential buildings since 
7 October. 

The aim of Israel’s Gaza policy 
is clear—to smash Palestinian 
resistance by whatever mass 
murder it thinks necessary.

‘Silence is killing children’
EVEN LEAD figures in the United 
Nations (UN), which usually takes 
its lead from the world’s biggest 
powers, are worried about the war 
on Gaza.

UN secretary general Antonio 
Guterres told the UN security 
council last week that, “The people 
of Gaza are in the midst of an epic 
humanitarian catastrophe before 
the eyes of the world. We must not 
look away.” 

He was backed by Unicef 
spokesperson James Elder. 

Speaking as he saw the killings  
this week, he said, “Attacks in the 
south of Gaza are every bit as vicious 
as the north endured. Somehow, 
it’s getting worse for children and 
mothers. 

“Your voice matters. We 
must believe we can be a part of 
Stopping The War on Children ... 
Silence is complicity.”

The UN presents itself as an 
organisation that can discipline 
states that are committing 
atrocities. 

But in reality it has very little 
control over the great powers.

Since 2013 the UN has 
condemned Israeli state action in 

45 resolutions. Yet Israel continued 
to oppress and murder Palestinians 
as it wished. 

Its failure to do anything to stop 
Israeli oppression, is built into its 
structures and how it operates. 

The UN isn’t a force used 
to negotiate peace or curb 
imperialism. 

Instead, it is an instrument 
used by world leaders to give a 
“universal” gloss while maintaining 
their power and dominance. 

The UN Security Council has 
five permanent members—nuclear 
powers China, France, Russia, 
Britain, and the US. 

Ultimately the UN will never 
do anything that infringes upon 
the interests of these nations or its 
allies. And they each have a veto to 
block actions they think infringe on 
them or their allies.

The UN has never been the way 
for the liberation of the Palestinian 
people. It pout forward the plan to 
split up Palestine in 1948.  It then 
stood aside as the Zionists grabbed 
even ore though terror. 

It was also instrumental in the 
1993 Oslo Accords, which further 
fragmented Palestinian land.

Most Israelis want a 
more deadly war
DOZENS OF people 
demonstrated outside the 
Israeli military’s headquarters in 
Tel Aviv last Saturday against the 
renewed bombardment of Gaza.

Protesters said the assault 
would endanger Israelis detained 
by Hamas.

Many Israelis are bitterly angry 
with prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu. But much of the fury 
is because he is seen to have 
allowed Israel’s humiliation.

According to a poll two weeks 
ago, governing parties, which hold 
64 seats, would crash to just 41 
seats if elections were held now.

The number of Israeli 
Jews that opposed Israel’s 
massacres in Gaza are tiny. 
The overwhelming majority 
of Israelis identify with the 
settler‑colonialist state and fully 
back the slaughter.

The most recent polls showed 
58 percent of Israeli Jews said 
that Israeli forces are using 
too little firepower in Gaza, 
37 percent an appropriate 
amount of firepower, and just 
1.8 percent too much firepower.
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 WEST SENDS
  MORE ARMS   
 BUT  INSISTS 
 IT  WANTS
 FEWER DEAD



Thousands on the streets 
as Israel continues killing  
THOUSANDS of people 
marched or rallied 
across Britain last 
weekend against the 
Israeli assault on Gaza 
and in solidarity with 
the Palestinians. 

The biggest march 
was in Edinburgh 
where 8-10,000 
took part. Lorna 
reports, “This was 
the largest Palestine 
demonstration in the 
city since 7 October by 
far. It was twice the 
size of the previous 
biggest one.”

Some 400 turned 
out in Lancaster. 
Eugene said, “It was 
the biggest protest 
we’ve had so far. The 
fact that people have 
carried on is important. 
Lots of people want to 
be active. It was very 
lively and angry.”

In Bristol, where 
around 1,000 took 
part, Aimee said 
the march was “the 
angriest one we’ve 
had”.

“It was great to 
see—it was the loudest 
too. We marched 
around the city. 

“We walked past 
the BBC and chanted 
shame on them, the 

same when we went 
past the university too. 

“At the end two 
Palestinians spoke, it 
was very emotional. 
One read a letter from 
a doctor in Gaza about 
the horror.”

In Oxford, 400 
people joined a march 
through the city centre. 
City councillors voted 
unanimously this week 
to support a ceasefire.

 Shaun reported, 
“Both people who want 
a prolonged ceasefire 
and those who want a 
more radical solution 
were angry. 

River 
“And the placards that 
read ‘From the river to 
the sea’ were extremely 
popular”. 

In Leeds, up to 
500 people joined a 
static protest. And in 
Coventry, some 300 
people joined a march.

Protester David 
reported, “It was 
really diverse with a 
lot of people from the 
local area as well as 
students. 

“Trades councils and 
the Unison union also 
backed the protest.”

Around 150 people 

also marched in York. 
The Labour-led council 
refused to even discuss 
a motion on calling for 
a ceasefire. 

In Liverpool, 120 
people joined a protest 
outside Barclays to 
draw attention to the 
bank’s funding of arms 
sales to Israel. 

John reported, “A 
new group called this 
and it’s the first time 
there’s been action 
outside the bank.

“So many new 
activists are trying to 
put demos and things 
together, and older 
activists have been 
reinvigorated too. 

“Some who came 
had never been on a 
demonstration before.”

In Sheffield, 250 
attended a rally that 
was boosted by eight 
feeder marches. “All 
the marches were 
organised by local 
people,” protester 
Collette said.

“A lot of young 
people said that in 
schools they’re not 
able to ask questions 
about Palestine so 
were grateful for the 
opportunity to get 
educated.”

Students on the protest in Edinburgh 

Keep up militant revolt for Palestine
 A BIG demonstration 
in east London last 
Saturday saw marches 
merge with 500 from 
Newham and 300 from 
Redbridge, Barking and 
Dagenham. 

Around 400 people 
also attended a Stop 
The War rally in Tower 
hamlets, east London, in 
the afternoon. 

Across London, 
people gathered at  
14 borough-wide 
protests. Hundreds 
gathered in Hackney, 
Camberwell, Lewisham 

and Tottenham. There 
were also protests 
in smaller places 
such as Cromer and 
Haverfordwest.

And last Sunday 
1,000 people marched 
for Palestine in 
Portsmouth—the 
biggest march the 
city has had. Around 
800 also turned out 
in Walthamstow, east 
London, and 250 
in Bradford, west 
Yorkshire. 

Everyone must  
 keep building 

demonstrations. But 
there also have to be 
bigger numbers joining 
action and walkouts at 
workplaces, schools, 
and universities.

The push for that 
won’t come from the 
trade union leaders or 
the Labour left—still 
less from Keir Starmer 
who continues to refuse 
calls for a ceasefire. The 
people rightly raging on 
the streets now have to 
be ambassadors and 
organisers of wider and 
more militant revolt.
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and get the latest news every day. 
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go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfast-in-red
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Israel’s war 
on people of 
West Bank 
sees no let 
up in horror
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

PALESTINIANS LIVING in the 
West Bank are living in constant 
fear of attacks from both Israeli 
soldiers and settlers. 

Zahrat lives near Nablus in 
the West Bank. She told Socialist 
Worker that she and her family 
recently witnessed a horrific attack 
from the Israeli army. 

“We are suffering from siege and 
attack by the army and settlers,” she 
said.

“On Saturday the occupation 
army forces came in the street in 
front of my house where my son, 
who is six years old, was with his 
father planting crops.

“Other children were playing 
near the house.

“The occupation forces began 
shooting randomly at people, 
wounding a seven-year-old child 
and three others. They are in the 
hospital in serious condition.

“What is the reason for this attack 
and shooting of children? Is this a 
children’s war? I fear for my young 
son and daughter.

“We are scared for our children 
when they go to school. We live in 
fear.

“Also at night, settlers attack, 
burn cars, vandalise, and shoot. We 
are living in a state of terror and 
starvation.”

Israeli settlers murdered a 
Palestinian man by shooting him in 
the chest in Qarawat Bani Hassan 
in the north of the West Bank last 
week. 

In Wajih Al-Qat, a group of 15 
settlers set fire to a Palestinian’s car 
and smashed the windows of their 
homes with rocks. 

The threat of constant violence 
from settlers has led more than 
1,000 Palestinians to flee their 
homes. 

The village of Zanuta in the 
Hebron hills now stands empty. 

A former resident of the village, 
Abdul Hadi Al-Til, said that settlers 
had pointed guns at their heads and 

told them, “Either you move from 
here, or you will die.”

After being expelled from 
her  home in  Zanuta ,  I s sa  
Ahmad Baghdad said that what is 
happening is “a new Nakba”. That’s a  
reference to the mass ethnic  
cleansing and murder of Palestinians 
by Zionists in 1948.

When villagers tried to return, 
Israeli soldiers told them that they 
couldn’t build any new structures. 
They also said that settlers would 
likely attack them again. 

Confidence
It’s not hard to see where the set-
tlers have the confidence to murder, 
intimidate and drive Palestinians 
from their land. 

Far right national security minis-
ter Itamar Ben-Gvir began handing 
out rifles to settlers last month. 

And Israeli finance minister 
Bezalel Smotrich further fanned 
the flames when he said that “there 
are two million Nazis” in the West 
Bank. 

While the Israeli state bombs 
Gaza, it is using another tactic in 
the West Bank. 

It wants to build up the confi-
dence of the settler movement to 
work with Israeli state forces to 
push the Palestinians from their 
homes. 

Zionist troops take more hostages  
THE ISRAELI state has been 
regularly kidnapping Palestinians 
across the West Bank—including 
children. 

A cop snatched 17-year-old 
Mahmoud Hathaleen from his 
home In the village of Umm Al 
Khair last Saturday. 

Israeli forces blindfolded him, 
tied his hands behind his back, 
slung him into the back of a truck 
and drove him away.

His family had no idea where 
the police had taken him. 

The Villages Group, which 
monitors and assists those living 
under occupation in the West 
Bank, reported that Hathaleen 
had endured a night of horror at 
the hands of the Israeli police. 

“His mother and sisters told 
us that he was wounded all over, 
beaten up all night, his knees 
were stepped on, he could not 
walk.

“He was not given anything 
to drink or eat while being 
kidnapped. 

“He is such a delicate and 
sensitive child his mother told us. 
How would he recover?” 

“When he called his family to 
come pick him up, he could not 
tell them where he was. He was 

blindfolded from the moment he 
was kidnapped until his captors 
threw him out somewhere. He 
did not know where he was 
taken, probably to a nearby army 
base.

“Now we understood how come 
we couldn’t locate him —it was 
no official arrest, just a random 

harassment by soldiers on the 
ground.” 

This is just one story of 
kidnapping, torture and 
imprisonment by the Israeli state 
in the West Bank. 

Israel has arrested almost 
3,500 Palestinians in the West 
Bank since 7 October. The 
number of arrests increased 
through last week and at the 
beginning of this one.

The Israelis were 
“compensating” for the prisoners 
that the Palestinian resistance 
forced them to release in 
exchange for Israeli detainees. 
And they were filling up the 
jails in case they need future 
exchanges. 

Last month troops murdered 
six Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza. Soldiers tortured 
to death prisoners Omar 
Daraghmeh, Arafat Hamdan, 
Abdel Rahman Marei, Thaer Abu 
Asab, Majed Zaqoul, and another 
prisoner whose name hasn’t been 
released. 

The Palestinian Commission 
for Detainees and ex-Detainees 
Affairs said that Palestinian 
prisoners are beaten daily with 
batons and rifles by guards. 

Israeli forces often kidnap 
people

DAMAGE ON a street after an Israeli raid at the Balata refugee camp, east of Nablus in the occupied 
West Bank, last Saturday

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

An Israeli 
general revealed 
last week how 
reliant they are 
on US arms

‘‘ 
TORIES NEED RACISM

 THE TORIES’ new attacks on 
migrants, revealed on Monday, 
are about racism and trying 

to win the next election through 
racism.

Home secretary James Cleverly 
said the scheme will cut migration 
by 300,000. It will be done by 
raising the salary threshold 
for a visa and stopping care 
home workers from bringing in 
dependants.

Sections of bosses are outraged. 
They think the government hasn’t 
a clue about how the economy 
works, and the flows of labour 

companies need. But this isn’t 
some careful piece of planning. 
It’s a further attempt to blame 
migrants for the problems in 
society and to say that only the 
Tories will be brutal enough to act 
against them.

That’s why Cleverly jetted 
off to Rwanda the day after his 
announcement of new regulations 
to see if he could bribe the 
Rwandan government into looking 
more liberal. 

Then Britain can deport 
refugees to Africa.

The Tories are in such trouble 

that several analysts are saying 
they face not just a wipeout 
like John Major in 1997, but 
one similar to the Canadian 
conservatives in 1993. They went 
from being the government party 
to winning just two seats.

The Tories’ answer is to ramp 
up racism.

And Labour? In all of shadow 
home secretary Yvette Cooper’s 
870-word speech there was no 
condemnation of the plans. Instead 
the theme was that the Tories had 
only gone halfway down the road 
that Labour wanted.

SOLIDARITY CAN MAKE 
GAINS FOR PALESTINIANS  

 T
WO MONTHS since 
Israel’s assault on Gaza 
began, the movement 
of solidarity with the 
Palestinians has won  

real gains.
Its size and militancy and 

defiance were crucial in removing 
Suella Braverman as home 
secretary. 

It has broken up the Labour 
Party like no other question for 
two decades.

It is not time to “move on”, to 
slacken then pace, to blunt the 
militancy—or to shut down for 
Christmas.

The Israelis are carrying 
through the logic of genocide, in 
full view. 

Since the end of the brief truce 
they have stepped up the bombing 
and ethnic cleansing.

It is the time to keep fighting 
and build a movement that can 
increase the pressure on the 
murderers in Tel Aviv, London and 
Washington.

London remains the global 
centre of Palestine protests in the 
world.

And no other country in the 
West got anywhere close to 
putting 800,000 people on the 
streets. Protests might be smaller 

now, but there are still massive 
numbers on the streets compared 
to “normal” times.

The next step has to be 
extending a sense of revolt to 
every layer of society. 

Every workplace, school and 
university should be turned into 
hubs of resistance that can put 
pressure on the government 
to stop arming Israel and stop 
backing the slaughter in Gaza. 

Workers must be central in this 
because only they have the power 
to shut down production and the 
bosses’ ability to make profit. But 
mass marches, occupations and 
protests are central now.

Disrupting our rulers’ system is 
what matters most because Israel 
would not be able to continue its 

assault on the Palestinians without 
the backing of its sponsors and 
allies in the West, particularly 
Britain and the US. 

The pro-Israel Jewish News 
Syndicate last week quoted retired 
Israeli general Yitzhak Brick 
bluntly pointing out the critical 
importance of US armaments. 

“All of our missiles, the 
ammunition, the precision-guided 
bombs, all the aeroplanes and 
bombs, it’s all from the US,” he 
said. 

“The minute they turn off 
the tap, you can’t keep fighting. 
You have no capability. Everyone 
understands that we can’t fight 
this war without the US. Period.”

The Palestinian resistance is 
crucial, and so are revolts in the 
Arab regimes. But a movement 
that puts massive pressure on 
leaders in the West can play a real 
role. 

We need to keep up the 
organisation, agitation and 
education around Palestine and 
link this issue of imperialism to all 
the other class issues. 

It’s good to see climate 
campaigners marching with the 
Palestine protests this weekend. 

Together we can break our 
rulers.
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AT A lunchtime rally at St George’s hosptial in south London

Union leaders must back 
Palestine workplace action 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

W O R K E R S ,  s c h o o l  
pupils and university stu­
dents were gearing up for 
another day of action in 
solidarity with Palestine 
this week.

Action for Palestine in 
workplaces across Britain, 
that could hit the source of 
profits, would hugely increase 
the pressure on Rishi Sunak 
to break from support for 
Israel.

Trade unionists, univer-
sity and school students and 
campaigners were set to take 
part in activity called by Stop 
The War and the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament on 
Thursday this week.

Stop The War called on 
“all those in work, college 
or university to Stand With 
Gaza by organising a walk-
out, lunchtime or early morn-
ing protest or other collective 
action” to support a perma-
nent ceasefire.

Pickets were also planned 
outside some arms factories. 

Palestinian trade unions 
have called for workers to 
refuse to make armaments 
for Israel. 

At least 79 firms in Britain 
are part of the supply chain 
for the F-35 aircraft that are 
bombing Gaza.

The rear fuselage of every 
F-35 fighter is made by the 
British firm BAE Systems at 

Samlesbury Aerodrome in 
Lancashire.

A day of action last week 
saw grassroots activists 
organise rallies and other 
action at over 60 workplaces. 
And students at dozens of uni-
versities launched walkouts.

But this isn’t remotely 
enough.

Every workplace and 
student act of solidarity is 
valuable.

 It helps spread the mes-
sage of resistance against 
the support for Israel from 

Sunak and Keir Starmer.
Socialist Worker encourages 
all its readers to push for the 
highest level of action pos-
sible in workplaces, begin-
ning with an argument about 
stoppages.

Holding a lunchtime rally 
is good. 

Walking out to join a 
rally and not returning to  
work, even for 15 minutes, 
is a big step in the right 
direction. 

That would be much easier 
if union leaders encouraged 

it. But they have utterly failed 
to call the sort of action that’s 
needed.

The trade unions are miles 
behind the mood of the huge 
numbers who have joined the 
pro-Palestine marches. 

Look at trade union web-
sites and you would hardly 
know that mass murder and 
ethnic cleansing was taking 
place in full view in Gaza and 
the West Bank.

Response
Most unions made a state-
ment soon after 7 October 
condemning Hamas, but 
asking the Israelis not to be 
too harsh in response. 

Some have subsequently 
called for a ceasefire. 

But even those calls have 
not built the mass demon-
strations, let alone called for 
action in workplaces.

And union leaders might 
have been okay to speak at 
Palestine demonstrations 
but have opposed opposition 
to arms sales in the name of 
“protecting jobs”.

All the trade union leaders 
were set to meet on Saturday 
to discuss the critical issue of 
the new anti-union laws. 

But they also have a 
responsibility to talk about 
the slaughter in Palestine 
and to call immediate pro-
tests and strikes.

That would be the best 
way to confront present and 
future anti-strike laws. 

Scrap anti-union laws
THE TUC union 
federation special 
conference on Saturday 
is certain to agree strong 
opposition to the new 
Tory anti-union law.

The law will demand 
that workers scab on 
their own strikes with 
Minimum Service Levels 
enforced in key sectors. 
It’s pro-boss legislation 
designed to take away the 
right to strike effectively 
from five million workers.

The law could start 
taking effect in the 
ambulance service, rail 
and border workers 
this month. Regulations 
for the fire and rescue 
service, education and 

nuclear decommissioning 
will follow. 

Union leaders have 
made passionate 
speeches about the  
anti-union laws. But 
words need to be turned 
into action. 

That means unions 
calling strikes and then 
refusing to tell their 
members to defy the new 
law.

That could trigger fines 
and threats to union 
funds.

This is where general 
secretaries fear to tread. 
Pressure from below will 
be needed to turn the 
slogans of Saturday into 
reality.

Kissinger told rulers 
what they wanted�
REACTIONS TO Henry Kissinger’s death have taken 
two main forms. The first has come especially from 
those who sought to follow in his path of ruthlessly 
using military power to defend Western imperialism—­
Tony Blair, for example, and Ursula von der Leyen. They 
have praised his wisdom and celebrated him as a 
“statesman”.

The rest of the world has reviled him as a war criminal. This 
is, of course, the right response. But it’s worth asking why, 
despite the long list of very well-known crimes — Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Chile, Argentina, East Timor—he continued to be 
lionised. It reflected the old monster’s success in marketing 
himself. This is brought out very well by Ben Judah in an 
article in the New Statesman that he originally wrote for 
Kissinger’s 100th birthday in May. 

Judah points out that he last held office in January 1977, 
46 years ago. Yet, “Through expert media handling he made 
himself a brand and turned that brand into a company— 
Kissinger Associates, the highly profitable global consulting 
firm.”

Far from offering deep insights, Judah argues, “Kissinger 
specialised in interviews, in which obvious truisms, such as 
‘China is rising’ or ‘Russia is revanchist’, were delivered with 
oracular grandeur. They were then sprinkled with a little bit 
of late 18th-century history just over the event horizon of the 
reader—for example, an allusion to the Austrian statesman 
Klemens von Metternich. The result is a forgettable blur. 

“This was by design. Because the actual Kissinger genius 
over the last few decades was not these anodyne comments 
but the ability to listen—and therefore say exactly what the 
client, the sponsor or the establishment wanted to hear.” 

Judah points out that corporate bosses often hire outside 
experts, not for their analysis but to confirm what they 
have already decided to do. I part company with him when 
he contrasts Kissinger unfavourably with his Democratic 
Party rival Zbigniew Brzezinski, national security adviser to 
president Jimmy Carter in 1977-81. Brzezinski dedicated 
himself explicitly to maintaining the global supremacy of US 
imperial power. 

To that end, he helped to develop the strategy of backing 
Islamist guerrillas to resist the Soviet Union’s invasion of 
Afghanistan in 1979. 

This policy led to the rise of al-Qaeda and the Taliban. Only 
monstrous means can maintain empires.

Nevertheless, Judah rightly skewers Kissinger as less 
an independent thinker than a worshipper of power. This 
assessment was anticipated by the historian Greg Grandin in 
his book Kissinger’s Shadow. He shows that Kissinger was not, 
as is commonly claimed, committed to the doctrine of realism. 

Realism requires looking carefully at states’ military and 
economic capabilities and the constraints these impose. 

Onwards
This may be why leading realists such as Hans Morgenthau, 
Kenneth Waltz, and John Mearsheimer have been critical of US 
foreign policy. Kissinger, by contrast, argued from his student 
days at Harvard University onwards that there is no reality 
existing independently of us. 

He wrote in 1963, “There are two kinds of realists: those 
who manipulate facts and those who create them. The West 
requires nothing so much as men able to create their own 
reality.” Throughout his career, Kissinger sought “to create 
(his) own reality”. He manipulated perceptions to advance 
himself—first as a policy intellectual at the height of the Cold 
War, then in the administrations of Richard Nixon and Gerald 
Ford in 1969-77. And he ordered the intensive bombardment 
of Indochina, with the millions of deaths it caused, to shape 
perceptions, not reality. 

Asked in 1969 by French president Charles de Gaulle, “Why 
don’t you get out of Vietnam?” Kissinger replied, “Because a 
sudden withdrawal might give us a credibility problem.” 

He suggested a way out to the Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev in April 1972. “If there was a peaceful settlement in 
Vietnam the US would be agreeable to the Vietnamese doing 
whatever they want … after a period of time, say 18 months,” 
he said. South Vietnam’s capital Saigon, in fact, fell in April 
1975, two and a half years after the peace agreement with 
North Vietnam that allowed the US to withdraw. All those lives 
wasted to save US “credibility”.

ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
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Tory criminal 
Johnson  
gets grilling 
over deadly 
Covid crimes   
by YURI PRASAD

FAMILIES BEREAVED during 
the Covid pandemic at last 
have a chance to confront Boris 
Johnson this week. 

The former prime minister was 
set to appear before the UK Covid-
19 Inquiry on Wednesday and 
Thursday to give evidence. 

There he will have to explain 
why his government did everything 
in its power to safeguard profits, 
and as little as possible to stop the 
spread of the deadly virus. 

Lawyers for the victims’ families 
will ask him about his sayings such 
as “Let the bodies pile high,” and 
that older people who died “had a 
good innings”.  

They will want to know why 
his government was so woefully 
unprepared for a pandemic that 
its own reports predicted was an 
imminent threat. 

The hearing will also highlight 
Tory divisions, personal rivalries 
and the way the party is imploding.

No doubt Johnson likely treats 
the inquiry as though it were a 
dressing down by his house master 
at Eton College. He’ll smirk at the 
lawyers’ questions and ruffle his 
hair in a cartoonish way. 

But some 232,112 people are 
dead from Covid, and a great many 
of them would have stood a better 
chance if his government had not 
been in charge. 

Johnson not only has to answer 
for his hard right policies that let 
the virus rip and allowed “herd 
immunity” to take its toll. 

There is also the business of his 
own personal failings.

Why did he decide to go on holi-
day in February 2020 just as sci-
entists were predicting the NHS 
would be overwhelmed? 

The inquiry has already been 
told that for a vital ten-day period 
not one official was able to com-
municate with him. 

Why did he not chair a meeting 
of the government’s Cobra emer-
gency group until March?

His  former chief  advisor 
Dominic Cummings also accused 

him of “disappearing” to write a 
book about playwright William 
Shakespeare that he had already 
been paid for. 

Johnson will probably say 
that his government was slow to 
understand the severity of Covid 
and admit that the state was ill 
prepared.  

Insist
But he will insist he got “the big 
decisions” right. 

Really? The biggest life saving 
choices involved lockdowns that 
prevented disease transmission. On 
each of these Johnson sided with 
death and delay. 

The Tory right will hope des-
perately that he will not retreat 
on these questions. For them, that 
there was any lockdown at all, was 
a mistake.  

Its “survival of the fittest” motto 
means, even at the best of times, the 
“weak” and the “economically unpro-
ductive” are a burden on society.

This is also the right wing fac-
tion that hopes to run the Tory 
party in the wake of a Rishi Sunak 
election wipeout next year. 

It hopes that Johnson will use 
his evidence to lob stones at Sunak, 
whose Eat Out To Help Out policy 
helped spread the virus.  

We can be certain of two things 
at the inquiry. The suffering of 
the bereaved will be furthest from 
Johnson’s mind and the inquiry 
will do next to nothing to hold him 
accountable for his crimes.

BORIS JOHNSON did not protect the NHS

‘Every week someone dies without 
any recognition of their suffering’
THE TORIES’ shameful response 
to the infected blood scandal 
saw them defeated in a 
parliamentary vote on Monday.

Up to 30,000 people were 
given contaminated blood 
products in the 1970s and 80s. 
Thousands have died. 

The government said it 
would not offer all survivors 
and their relatives any interim 
compensation until the final 
report of the Infected Blood 
Inquiry. 

The Commons vote requires 
ministers a “body to administer 
the compensation scheme for 
victims of the infected blood 
scandal” within three months of 
the bill passing.

It was the Tories’ first defeat 
in the Commons on a whipped 
vote since the last general 
election in 2019.

The Haemophilia Society 
said Rishi Sunak “should be 
ashamed” he had been forced 
“to do the right thing”.

Every four days someone 
given infected blood dies—many 
without full compensation.  

Jason Evans from Coventry 
was four when his father died in 
1993 after developing Aids and 

Hepatitis C. 
He got the infections after 

receiving Factor VIII—a clotting 
agent given to people with 
haemophilia and other bleeding 
disorders. 

“Every week or so someone I 
have known personally dies,” he 
said. “Interim compensation is 
key. I often hear of parents who 
lost multiple children and have 
received no recognition of what 
they have been through.” 

The Tories agreed to make 
the first interim compensation 
payments of £100,000 each to 
about 4,000 surviving victims 
and bereaved spouses in August 
2022. 

But the head of the inquiry, 
Brian Langstaff, said in April 
this year that the parents and 
children of victims should also 
receive compensation.  

He also called for a full 
compensation scheme to be set 
up immediately. 

Ministers still hope that their 
delaying tactics will limit final 
payouts.

BACKSTORY
The UK Covid-19 Inquiry has 
already heard from Tory killers 
Dominic Cummings, Matt 
Hancock, Dominic Raab and 
Michael Gove 
lEach Tory is out for 
themselves—slinging dirt on the 
other to avoid responsibility 
lThe hand of death—Boris 
Johnson—should be put on the 
stand for his murderous crimes
lBut the inquiry won’t bring the 
punishment Johnson deserves, or 
the justice his victims want
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Don’t look 
to cop-out 
conference 
for climate 
solutions
While world leaders pretend to make 
plans to tackle emissions at Cop28, the 
talks are used to make new oil deals 
reports Sophie Squire 
THE COP28 conference was the 
biggest climate cop-out yet.

World leaders tried to pretend 
that they were interested in cutting 
emissions so they would not face 
the rage of ordinary people and the 
climate movement back at home. 

Over 100 countries joined 
together to promise to treble renew-
able energy use by 2030. 

They announced that their goal 
would be collect 11,000 Gigawatts 
of renewable energy by 2030. The 
current global renewables capacity 
stands at around 3,400 Gigawatts.

 Each year the world uses 161 
million Gigawatts so this figure of 
renewables is tiny.

World leaders have said that tri-
pling renewables will lead to the 
natural phasing out of fossil fuels. 
But climate scientists say this plan 
won’t actually do that. Professor 
Bill Hare, who contributes to United 
Nations climate change reports, said 
that he was “very sceptical” about 
the pledge. 

“The real challenge for the oil 
and gas sector is to move away from 
producing oil and gas. Nothing else 
really matters in the end,” he said.  

The US said it was committed 
to closing all its coal-fired power 
plants by 2035. It sees this a way of 
putting pressure on China which is 
much more dependent on coal.

Polluting
Yet other countries, including Japan, 
Australia and South Korea, refused 
to sign any agreements to cut down 
on using the most polluting fuel. 

The main goal of this conference 
was to shore up and continue to 
back the fossil fuel industry. 

This year temperatures reached 
record-breaking highs, and scien-
tists gave their final warning that 
world leaders must take decisive 
action to stop climate change. 

Earlier this month, the UN 
released a report that found that 
states, including the US, India, 

Russia, Canada, the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia, were planning a massive 
expansion in the use of fossil fuels. 

It found that no state that had 
pledged to meet net-zero plans 
by 2050 had committed to even  
drastically reducing fossil fuel 
production. 

Last weekend Rishi Sunak said 
that no world leaders at Cop28 had 
brought up that he had delayed a 
ban on petrol cars. 

He continued to say that Britain 
was a climate leader and that other 
countries were “grateful” for what 
Britain had done for the climate. 

Extinction Rebellion (XR) said 
this was nonsense. 

XR wrote that Sunak “has vowed 
to ‘max out’ Britain’s oil and gas 
reserves and has approved the devel-
opment of the Rosebank oil field. Its 
output will generate emissions equal 
to the annual emissions of the 28 
poorest countries combined.” 

It added, “We won’t let a tiny 
club of leaders and industrialists 
in wealthy countries ramp up fossil 
fuel production while lecturing the 
rest of the world on climate action.” 

Meanwhile, world leaders have 
tried to clamp down on solidarity 
with Palestine at the conference. 

Mesiah Burciaga-Hameed from 
the Indigenous People’s Caucus, 
told the conference, “As Indigenous 
people, we are heartbroken to see the 
genocide and ecocide in Palestine. 

“There is no climate justice with-
out human rights.”

The organisers cut out Asad 
Rehman, director of the charity 
War on Want, when he called for a 
permanent ceasefire in Gaza over a 
video link at the conference. 

After another year of climate and 
imperialist horror, no one should 
have any illusions about what the 
Cop process is really for. 

Our hope lies in mass and mili-
tant action from below that can take 
on the profit system driving us to 
disaster. 

Talks shaped by fossil fuel bosses
IT SOUNDS made up that the 
president of a global summit on 
tackling climate change is the 
head of an oil company. 

But Sultan Al-Jaber—chair of 
the United Arab Emirates’ (UAE) 
national oil company—is the 
president of Cop 28. 

He welcomed delegates in 
Dubai last Thursday, saying he 
had made a “bold” choice to 
“pro-actively engage with oil 
and gas companies”.

To him the oil and gas 
companies can do no wrong. 
He claimed that there was 
“no science” to indicate that 
phasing out fossil fuels is 
needed to keep temperatures 
below a 1.5 degrees Celsius rise 
above pre-industrial levels. 

He added that dialling back 
fossil fuels would lead to less 
development “unless you want to 
take the world back into caves.”

And the day before the start 
of Cop28 he was forced to deny 
allegations that he’d used the 
conference to make oil deals. 
“These allegations are false,” 
he protested to reporters. “Not 
true, incorrect, not accurate. It’s 

an attempt to undermine the 
work of the Cop28 presidency. 

Leaked documents showed 
the Cop28 presidency 
had meetings with other 
governments that included 
“talking points” about Al-Jaber’s 
company selling oil and gas. 

A group of journalists from 
the Centre for Climate Reporting 
obtained the documents.  

Climate activists were 
outraged by the revelations. 
Alice Harrison, fossil 
fuel campaign lead at 
Global Witness, said, “The 

international climate process 
has been hijacked by the oil and 
gas industry. 

“This leak must be the final 
nail in the coffin of the idea that 
the fossil fuel industry can play 
any part in the solution to the 
crisis that it created.”

The problem goes far deeper 
than one corrupt Cop president. 
The overwhelming message 
from world leaders so far at 
Cop is the lie that it’s possible 
to burn fossil fuel, meet 
emissions targets and reduce 
temperatures. 

SULTAN AL-JABER, the CEO of Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. Adnoc and president of Cop28

Adnoc is the national oil company of the United Arab Emirates
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Pre-crime 
policing
JUDGES LAST week 
agreed that local 
authorities have 
the right to slap an 
injunction on Travellers—
even when they’re not 
currently encamped on 
their land.

It’s yet another 
shocking move towards 
a “pre-crime” approach 
to policing. It means that 
if the state suspects 
that you will commit a 
crime or even break a 
bylaw, it can harass or 
even arrest you.

It’s not only Travellers 
that are affected. Any 
group that wants to 
target a company 
headquarters, for 
example, could now 
face an injunction. And 
breaking an injunction 
can lead to heavy fines 
or even jail.

John
By email

Splitting up 
refugees
REFUGEE families that 
fled to Britain from 
war, famine and climate 
disaster are being split 
up and made homeless 
by the Tories.

In east London, the 
Home Office has tried to 
move some single male 
refugees to the Bibby 
Stockholm barge in 
Dorset.

That’s despite them 
having relatives now 
living independently 
in London. Many 
refused to be moved 
and have had their 
accommodation support 
removed.

Sam 
East London

How the West 
loses friends
ALEX Callinicos is right 
to say that imperialism 
often arms groups or 
countries, only to dump 
them when its interests 
change. (Socialist 
Worker, 29 November). 

That’s exactly what 
they did to the Kurdish 
liberation movement 
after using it as a 
pretext for the invasion 
of Iraq in 2003. The 
West is shameless.

Dozan
by email

Can satire 
return now? 
THE NEWS has been 
unrelentingly grim for 
weeks, but then a ray of 
sun—war criminal Henry 
Kissinger is dead.

Helen
via Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Tories at Covid inquiry are sickening
WATCHING THE succession 
of Tory ministers and 
ex-ministers giving 
evidence to the UK 
Covid-19 Inquiry is a 
infuriating experience.

Like many others 
experiencing Long Covid, 
I found Michael Gove’s 
apology for the 
government’s pandemic 
failures absolutely 
nauseating. 

This was the government 
that partied its way through 
lockdowns. It even refused 
to listen to warnings from 
scientists it had itself 
appointed.

But the worst to have 
emerged from the evidence 

so far is the complete 
disregard for human life. 

Boris Johnson said “the 
old” should shuffle off 
because “they’ve had a 
good innings”. 

This Tory commitment to 
“survival of the fittest” is an 
echo of the right’s 

long‑term fixation with 
eugenics.

Unmentioned in the 
inquiry so far is the way 
people with learning 
disabilities were treated 
during the pandemic. 

Many of those in care 
homes caught Covid as 
untested patients were 
released from hospitals. 

Those that got sick in 
hospital were often scored 
wrongly on the “frailty 
scale”, and as a result were 
given “Do Not Resuscitate” 
notices.

Under the Tories, they 
never stood a chance. 

Lucy Cox
West London 

Kashmir arrests not cricket
INDIAN COPS arrested 
seven Muslim students in 
occupied Kashmir for 
celebrating India’s recent 
defeat in the Cricket 
World Cup final.

Absurdly, the arrests 
were made under 
anti‑terror laws.

This should draw our 
attention to three things.

First, the reactionary 
nature of Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist 
government, which has 
been oppressing India’s 
170 million Muslim 
population.

Second, India continues 
to occupy a large part of 
Kashmir which is 

partitioned between India 
and Pakistan. Kashmir as 
a whole is 70 percent 
Muslim. 

If there were a vote, 
Kashmiris would decide 
to be one province and 
would likely opt to 
become part of Pakistan.

Third, there is a long 
history of anti-Muslim 
repression in Kashmir, 
with thousands of people 
killed, jailed and tortured 
in recent decades.

So it’s hardly 
surprising that Muslims 
celebrate India’s sporting 
defeat.

Rob Hoveman
West Yorkshire

‘Secularism’ is used as a 
stick to beat Muslim women
JUDGES AT the European Union’s 
top court last week declared that 
states are allowed to ban employees 
from wearing “religious symbols” in 
the interest of “neutrality”.

Of course, by this judges mean 
states can ban the hijab, worn by 
some Muslim women. This move is 
said to defend “secularism”. 

Secularism is supposed to be 
about freedom to believe what you 
want, without fear of state 
interference or preference.

Socialists want a clear separation 
between the church and state, and 
we are against a “state religion”. 

But secularism in Europe is 
being used as an ideological attack 
on people who are facing racism. 
Nearly a third of Muslims in 
Europe have been a victim of a 
racist crime in the past 12 months.

The versions of secularism on 

display involve denying the reality 
of this oppression. 

Muslim women, in particular, are 
under attack. The state is 
misappropriating feminism to serve 
its colonial interests and support 
wars that further oppress the 
women they claim to be liberating.

And the so-call secular dress 
codes it now enforces apply only 
to Muslims.

No European country is trying to 
crack down on the religious 
identity of Christians, for example, 
by stopping them from wearing 
crucifix chains or earrings.

But authorities throw pupils out 
of school for wearing clothing 
classed as Islamic, while allowing 
other students to wear loose 
garments unquestioned.

Islamophobia goes far further 
than attire. What we say about 

Palestine, or any other social 
question, is under scrutiny too.

No wonder most Muslims feel 
that secularism is deliberately 
misconstrued and misused—and is 
fuelling Islamophobia.   

The anti-Muslim racism so rife in 
Europe today, like the Islamophobia 
whipped up in Britain, comes from 
the top of society.

It is a result of the endless wars 
in the Middle East, and the desire to 
divide and control people at home.

Genuine socialists are consistent. 
Women must have the right to wear 
want they want, when and where 
they want. And we must all have 
the right to any religion or none.

How we choose to express 
ourselves is none of the state’s 
business.

Maryam Hally
Glasgow

Palestine 
radicalises 
Dorset
IT WAS a sea of placards 
and impassioned chants as 
over 100 school students 
filled the streets of 
Dorchester two weeks ago.

An hour-long march was 
followed by speeches from 
students, members of the 
mosque and the Jewish 
community.

Our walkout at Thomas 
Hardye School, joined by 
students from two further 
schools, was unprecedented 
in this small town.

It was not built overnight 
or led by a single student, 
but by a whole groups of us.

Posters removed? 
Replaced within the hour. 
Missed the posters? The 
large social media campaign 
may have caught you.

Even this, however, 
wasn’t the key to the 
protest’s success. Whether in 
London or Dorchester, when 
people see genocide they 
are unable to stay silent.

 Ours was not the 
largest, nor the most 
militant action nationally. 
But it showed just how 
deep the scenes of Gaza 
have penetrated. If it can be 
done in a Dorset secondary 
school, it can be done 
anywhere.

 This is a truly 
international movement— 
and it shows the power 
people have to bring the 
Palestinians one step closer 
to justice.

So let this letter be a call 
from the students of 
Dorchester to keep on 
fighting, keep on 
organising. We want peace 
and liberation not only for 
the people of Gaza, but for 
every Palestinian from the 
river to the sea.

 Harry Hubbard
Hardye Action Group, 

Dorset
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An uprising from below so powerful that 
it shook the Israeli state, the Intifada 
that began in 1987 sparked a new way 
of confronting Zionism. Sophie Squire 
interviewed author Phil Marfleet about 
its ongoing significance

What was the First 
Intifada?
THE INTIFADA began on 8 December 
1987 and lasted almost six years. It was 
a great uprising that involved almost 
every Palestinian family in Gaza, in the 
West Bank and inside of Israel. 

It was an incredibly democratic 
revolt led from below that included 
every layer of Palestinian society. 
Women’s committees blossomed during 
the Intifada.

Strikes became integral to the 
fightback, with workers in areas of 
the Occupied Territories refusing 
to work for days on end. Desperate 
Israeli bosses had to appeal to the 
government to find a new source of 
labour to run hotels and restaurants 
and to pick fruits. 

The Intifada’s energy and vitality 
showed that it was possible for 
Palestinian resistance to have an 
alternative leadership, different from the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

The great uprising began when an 
Israeli driver drove into Palestinian 
cars, killing several people. 

Three of those killed were from the 
Jabalia refugee camp in Gaza. It was 
there that the uprising took root and 
began to spread across Gaza and then 
into the West Bank. 

Just two days into the revolt, 
protests and action had effectively 
closed down Gaza. An international 

aid worker described that Gaza was 
“totally closed”.

“The roads are blocked. The streets 
are strewn with debris. The black 
smoke of burning tyres hangs over the 
city,” they said.

The leadership was a new 
generation of Palestinian youth who 
fought back with stones. These new 
leaders had known nothing but the 
humiliation, poverty and violence that 
the Israeli state had imposed on them. 
They were prepared to fight back in 
any way they could to change that. 

An article written by the Israeli 
newspaper The Jerusalem Post 
captured the period when it wrote, 
“It is a situation of our 20 year olds 
(Israelis) battling their 20 year olds 
(Palestinians). Ours use armour and 
helicopters, and theirs use clubs, rocks 
and primitive Molotov cocktails.” 

 
What was the context of 
the First Intifada, and 
why should new activists 
know about it? 
FIRSTLY, THEY should know there is a 
long tradition of Palestinian resistance 
to colonialism. No one should forget 
the wave of Palestinian resistance 
from 1936-39, which battled both the 
Zionists and the British.

Extreme levels of violence 
suppressed this resistance. The 

forced to admit the Intifada was having 
an exhausting effect on the Israeli state. 

He revealed that 10,000 Israeli 
troops were deployed in the West Bank 
and Gaza, and 3.5 million working 
days had been “invested” in putting 
down the Intifada. 

Israel still tried to crush the 
resistance with repression, and during 
the years of the Intifada, it jailed 
around 30,000 Palestinians. The Israeli 
defence minister at the time Yitzhak 
Rabin had brought in the policy he 
called the “Iron Fist”. This attempted to 

crush Palestinian nationalism in 1985, 
which included deporting Palestinians. 

It was used extensively by Israel 
for the next four years, but on its own 
it didn’t manage to stop the Intifada. 
If there’s one thing we must take 
from this Intifada, it’s that resistance 
in Palestinian society will never be 
extinguished. 

In the same way that Palestinians 
rose up against oppression and 
violence during the revolt, Israel’s 
latest assault will lead to more revolts 
for years to come. 

Why did the First Intifada 
end? 
EVENTUALLY, BRUTE repression 
from the Israeli state did take its toll 
on the Palestinians, who after almost 
six years were exhausted. 

However Israel also relied on the 
leadership of the PLO to put an end to 
this wave of resistance for it. Leaders 
of the Fatah faction of the PLO, Yasser 
Arafat and others, wanted control 
over the movement that had risen up.

They did this in the hope 
that Israel would hand them an 
independent Palestinian state. They 
entered so-called peace talks, known 
as the Oslo Accords. 

The mass movement ended in 
September 1993, and what followed 
was a process that ended up being a 
lie and a deception. The peace talks 
allowed the Israelis to continue to 
operate a process of colonisation in 
the West Bank and turn Gaza into a 
prison zone. 

Ultimately, the agreement led 
to the creation of the Palestinian 
National Authority, which had 
partial control over the West Bank 
and Gaza. But it didn’t take long for 
Palestinian people to realise this 
deal was a fraud and abandon their 
support for the PLO and Arafat. 

In 2006, in free elections, 
Palestinians in Gaza instead voted 

Palestinians haven’t forgotten this 
struggle. For them, this period was 
another Intifada in itself. 

But it wasn’t just Israel’s brutality 
and violent oppression that made 
the Palestinians rise up in 1987. It 
was also about economic pressure 
and poverty. 

For more than two decades 
following the 1967 Six-Day War, 
Israel had occupied Gaza. The Israeli 
state turned Gaza into what was 
essentially a Bantustan—similar to 
the areas that white apartheid rulers 
in South Africa set aside for black 
inhabitants. 

Thousands of workers from Gaza 
worked in Israel and were seen by 
the Israelis as a convenient and cheap 
form of Labour. By 1981, 110,000 
labourers were travelling from the 
Occupied Territories into Israel.

High rates of unemployment in 
the West Bank and Gaza helped 
to ensure that the Israelis could 
get away with keeping Palestinian 
workers’ wages low. In 1987 the 
wages of Israeli workers were ten 
times higher than Palestinians. 

This rage at an oppressive system 
set up by the Israelis to starve 
Palestinians in every way meant 
the revolt spread with enormous 
speed. The ferocity and tenacity of 
the Palestinian resistance shook the 
Israeli state to its core. 

Why did it take so long 
for Israel to suppress the 
Intifada? 

DURING THE 1948 Nakba, which 
marked the creation of the state of 
Israel, hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians were forced to flee their 
homes. 

Some settled in neighbouring 
countries like Lebanon or Jordan. 
Here, they set up their own resistance 
organisations, including the PLO. 

In 1982 Israel invaded Lebanon 
to try and crush the PLO, which had 
become politically influential in the 
country. During the invasion, Israel’s 
allies, the Lebanese Kataeb, murdered 
2,000 Palestinians in Beirut. 

The Israelis believed that they had 
managed to crush the Palestinian 
national liberation movement. But they 
were wrong. It wasn’t fatally damaged. 
Instead it had been transformed into 
a mass struggle inside of Palestine 
itself. The guerrilla struggle waged by 
groups like the PLO against the Israelis 
throughout the 1960s had been brave, 
but hadn’t succeeded. 

But in 1987 tens of thousands of 
young Palestinians felt a sense that 
they were fighting in a new way. The 
experience energised them. On the other 
hand, the Israelis were only accustomed 
to battling guerrilla fighters. 

They were unprepared for a 
democratically run mass movement of 
civil action from below, encompassing 
strikes and massive demonstrations. 
After a year of revolt Israeli deputy 
chief of staff General Ehud Barak was 

for Hamas. The Israeli state initially 
wanted to facilitate the development 
of an Islamist group like Hamas as 
opposed to the secular PLO.  

It licensed the building of 
mosques in the Gaza Strip. Israel 
was happy that Hamas was, 
initially, primarily an organisation 
based on providing welfare, funding 
schools and nurseries and charity 
work. But that didn’t last. Hamas 
turned from a counterweight to the 
PLO. Today Israel is reaping what it 
sowed.

Did the First Intifada 
inspire revolt elsewhere? 
THE INTIFADA inspired movements 
across the Arab world from Lebanon 
to Jordan, North Africa, and the 
Gulf States. The character of those 
movements was important.

People in the Arab world understood 
that this was an anti-imperialist 
fight. They knew they weren’t just 
demonstrating in solidarity with 
Palestinians—they were fighting 
against their own governments as well.

One example of this was in Egypt, 
where mass demonstrations in 
universities were joined by workers 
from textile mills in Mahalla al‑Kubra.

Workers walked out and led a march 
in support of the Intifada while also 
raising slogans against the Egyptian 
dictator Hosni Mubarak.

Opposition to their rulers at home 
made solidarity demonstrations very 
dangerous. There were sustained 
efforts in Arab states to crush solidarity 
movements. 

In this, we see a pattern that goes 
back decades and highlights the 
cynicism of the Arab regimes.

And across the world those who 
identified with the struggle against 
imperialism saw that a mass movement 
of Palestinians living under Israeli 
occupation meant that even the most 
oppressed in society could fight back. 

Today the same is true. The 
Palestinians are still fighting and 
inspiring struggle across the world. 
For all of Israel’s imperialist backing 
and funding, it has still not been able 
to destroy the collective will to resist.

 
What was the reaction 
from the Arab ruling 
class outside of 
Palestine?
THE INTIFADA and every other high 
point in Palestinian resistance has 
always agitated the Arab ruling 
classes because it often leads to 
resistance from below.

But, when this happened, the PLO 
was there to come to the rescue of 
Arab rulers. Arafat developed a policy 
of no interference in the politics of 
other Arab states in the 1960s. 

He assured Arab rulers that the 
PLO would not interfere with their 
domestic policy in exchange for 
money and weapons. The PLO’s 
message to all those inspired by the 
Palestinian struggle in other Arab 
countries was to go home and go 
back to work. 

It separated the struggle of the 
Palestinians from the struggle of 
the wider Arab working class. A key 
lesson it’s important for us to learn 
is that the Palestinian struggle has 
always prompted solidarity across 
the Arab world. 

But the Palestinian leaders, 
especially the PLO, have never 
expressed that this could be a key to 
liberation. Instead they have isolated 
Palestinian nationalism and isolated 
the Palestinian struggle more broadly. 

To win this strategy must be 
rejected. The Palestinian movement 
is always at its strongest when 
it fights together with the Arab 
working class.

 THE FIRST INTIFADA 1987-93

Throwing stones became a hallmark of the uprising

Phil Marfleet author 
of the books Intifada: 
Zionism, Imperialism 
and Palestinian 
Resistance (below)

The methods of the 
First Intifada are 
continued today

Israel relied on the 
PLO leadership to put 
an end to this wave of 
resistance 

‘‘ 

Palestinian women threaten Israeli soldiers with rocks Young Palestinians carry the wounded away from a battle with soldiers Throwing rocks at Israeli riot police in north Jerusalem Women played a vital role in the uprising
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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ABERDEEN
More than opium— 
Marxism and religion
Thu 14 Dec,
 6pm
Quaker Meeting House,  
98 Crown Street, 
AB11 6HJ
BLACK COUNTRY
Palestine, protest and 
police repression 
Wed 13Dec , 
7.30pm 
914-9548-131  
St Peters Cafe,  
Exchange St, Wolverhampton 
WV1 1TS
BRADFORD
The media—lies, 
propaganda and Palestine
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm
885-9187-7552 
BRIGHT0N & HOVE
A defining struggle — 
Palestine and revolutionary 
anti-imperialism 
Wed 13 Dec,
 7pm 
589-4176-7501 
Friends Meeting House
Ship St 
BN1 1AFH
BRISTOL
More than opium— 
Marxism and religion
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm
Palestine Museum 
& Cultural Centre
27 Broad St
BS1 2HG

CAMBRIDGE
Marxism and the new age of 
catastrophe and resistance
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm 
681-800-4408 
Box Cafe,  
47 Norfolk St, 
CB1 2LD
CARDIFF
Do we need violence to 
beat imperialism?
Wed 13 Dec, 
7.30pm
512-655-3689                      
YMCA Plas.  
2 Shakespeare St, 
CF24 3ES
CHESTERFIELD
From Ireland to Palestine 
—terrorism, violence and 
the struggle for justice
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
828-532-8731  
Room 2,
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, 
S40 1QN
(Cafe Browser entrance)
DERBY
Imperialism, resistance 
and revolution—Why 
Trotsky matters today
Wed 13 Dec,
 7pm 
535-864-6840 
West End Community Centre, 
Mackworth Road, 
DE22 1BL 

DUNDEE
Sounds of struggle—the 
political power of music
Wed 13 Dec, 
7pm
894-2628-7708  
Dundee Volunteer and 
Voluntary Action
10 Constitution Rd
DD1 1LL
EXETER & DEVON 
In an age of crisis—why 
you should be a socialist
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm,
865-2972-2883    
Exeter community centre,  
17 St Davids Hill, EX4 3RG
GLASGOW
Marxism and mental distress
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
Townhead Village Hall,  
60 St Mungo Ave,  
G4 0PL
HARLOW
Climate, colonialism 
and capitalist crisis
Thu 14 Dec, 
7.30pm,
832-8746-7480  
Mountsteven Room,  
Moot House 
CM20 3HB
HUDDERSFIELD
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 13 Dec, 
6.30pm 
428-926-9492                                
The Mission, Lord St 
HD1 1QA

KENT
Refugees are welcome 
here— fighting a 
racist system
Thu 14 Dec,
 7.30pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Palestine, imperialism 
and the right to resist
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
992-204-9372
Friends Meeting House
Meeting House Lane, 
LA1 1TX
LEEDS
Marxism, religion and the 
fight against imperialism
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm
Swarthmore Education Centre 
2-7 Woodhouse Square 
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Charged—how the police 
try to suppress protest
Wed 13 Dec, 
7pm, 
493-925-5919
Damas restaurant 
79 Renshaw Street, 
L1 25J
LONDON:  SOUTH
Frantz Fanon, violence 
and the struggle 
against colonialism 
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm
859-6433-5114 Pass: 820061 
Vida Walsh Centre 
2b Saltoun Rd,SW2 1EP

LONDON:  SOUTH EAST
A socialist history of 
Palestinian resistance
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
529-913-6390 
Moonshot Centre 
Angus St, SE14 6LU
LONDON:  WALTHAM FOREST 
Frantz Fanon, violence 
and the struggle 
against colonialism 
Wed 13 Dec,
7.30pm
543-23-057  
William Morris Centre
Greenleaf Road 
E17 6QQ
LUTON
Palestine, imperialism 
and the right to resist
Tue 12 Dec, 
7pm, 
Dallow Centre, 
234 Dallow Road, LU1 1TB
MANCHESTER
Will there always be violence 
in the Middle East?
Wed 13 Dec, 
7pm
Friends Meeting House 
6 Mount St M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Climate, colonialism 
and capitalist crisis
Wed 13 Dec, 
7pm
DiverCity Hub, 
120-126 Buckingham St, 
NE4  5QU

NOTTINGHAM
Imperialism and 
Britain’s bloody history 
in the Middle East 
Wed 13 Dec, 
7pm
354-874-4790       
NORWICH & EAST ANGLIA
Frantz Fanon, violence 
and the struggle 
against colonialism
Wed 13 Dec, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299 
Wensum Sports Centre 
169a King St,  
NR1 1QH     
PLYMOUTH
Capitalist crisis —
what do we mean by 
socialist revolution?
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
472-078-7989           
Quaker Meeting House 
Hyde Park House 
74 Mutley Plain  
PL4 6LF                  
SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
Why does Labour support 
Israeli war crimes?  
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
902-964-963 
Elysium Gallery, 
210 High Street, 
SA1 1PE
WIGAN
Do we need violence to 
beat imperialism?
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
The Book Cycle Beech Hill, 
BuckleyStreet 
WN6 7PQ

If there is no meeting 
in your area that is 
listed here, please ring 
the National Office 
on 020 7840 5600 to 
find what’s happening 
near you and for news 
of future meetings 
and local activities

FROM BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop 

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Duncan Hallas: 
Indomitable Revolutionary
by  Alex Callinicos,  John Rudge, 
Sheila McGregor  and others, 
£10

The revival of 
resistance 
by Mark L Thomas, Jessica 
Walsh and C harlie  Kimber, £6

Out soon—updated edition  
John Maclean— 
Red Clydesider
by Dave Sherry,  £6

Updated edition 
Politics of the Mind
by Iain Ferguson,   
£9.99

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm, 
281-634-5938 
Warehouse Cafe
54 Allison Street, 
B5 5TH

EDINBURGH
Wed 13 Dec,  7pm
Friends Meeting House, 
7 Victoria Terrace, 
Victoria St, 
EH1 2JL

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 14  Dec, 
7.30pm
854-824-58715 
Halkevi Centre 
31 Dalston Lane  
E8 3DF     

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 13  Dec,  7.30pm
St John Vianney Church
386 West Green Rd,
N15 3QL                       

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 13  Dec, 7pm
288-098-8827                      
Stratford Advice Arcade 
107-109 The Grove 
E15 1HP         

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm
488-934-2809
Somerstown Community Centre, 
River St, Southsea, PO5 4EY

SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 14 Dec, 
7pm
St Mary’s Church,
Bramall Ln, 
Highfield 
S2 4QZ

PALESTINE, 
RESISTANCE AND 
THE STRUGGLE 
FOR FREEDOM

Socialist 
Workers Party 
meetings
You are welcome to 
join our meetings to 
take part in political 
discussion and 
debate. You will also 
find out about our 
local activities.

Some Socialist 
Workers Party 
meetings are “hybrid” 
meetings where 
people either attend 
in person or on Zoom. 

If your local meeting 
is accessible via Zoom 
the meeting ID will be 
included in the list on 
this page.

The password for 
all meetings (unless 
indicated otherwise) 
is 967537.

For social media links 
and other information 
go to  
linktr.ee/swponline
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An unsung hero of the 
March on Washington
by MICHAEL DANCE

RUSTIN, THE new Netflix 
film, documents Bayard 
Rustin—a lesser known 
Civil Rights organiser but 
one of huge significance. 

Martin Luther King is 
widely seen as the hero of the 
US Civil Rights movement in 
the 1960s. 

Rustin was a leading 
organiser and activist against 
racial segregation in the US. 
But he was also a gay man 
fighting against homopho-
bia, inside and outside the 
movement.

It focuses on Rustin’s bril-
liant organisational role 
in building the March on 
Washington in 1963, which 
involved 250,000 people. 
This was where King made 
his “I have a dream” speech.

Rustin aimed to put 
pressure on the waver-
ing Democratic president  
John F Kennedy and the US 
establishment to pass the 
Civil Rights Act that year. 

The march was Rustin’s 
brainchild and he led the 
planning of it. 

Yet he had to fight to even 
get the project off the ground 
and was regarded as a pariah 
by some. The unity of the 
oppressed was not automatic.

The director George C 

Wolf dramatises the contra-
dictions in Rustin’s position.

He had been involved in 
the Montgomery bus boycott 
and was the organiser with 
the most creative flair in the 
anti-racist movement.

But he was an openly gay 
black man with a previous 
conviction in a period where 
gay relationships were illegal.

Therefore, he was targeted 
not only by Republican reac-
tionaries, but also by some 
leading, “respectable” black 
members of the Democratic 
Party. 

They included Adam 
Clayton Powell (Jeffrey 
Wright) and the more con-
servative elements of the 
NAACP civil rights organi-
sation, such as Roy Wilkins 
(Chris Rock).

He was attacked because 
he was an ex-Communist, 
keen to involve unions in the  

march. He had refused the 
draft because of his non-vio-
lent beliefs. Blackmail, slurs 
and lies become an everyday 
threat.

Colman Domingo plays 
Rustin emphasising his wit, 
humour and rhetorical skills 
that defeat his enemies and 
win influential friends. 

The relationship between 
Rustin and King (Aml Ameen) 
is beautifully crafted.

Homophobic
The moment in the film when 
King publicly defends Rustin 
from homophobic insults 
is a brilliant vindication of 
Rustin’s importance to the 
movement. 

As one character says 
about King and Rustin, 
“Together… you are fire.”

The uneasy a l l iance 
against racism becomes a 
committed and united fight 
against bigotry.

The representation of 
Rustin’s two relationships 
with men in the film is clev-
erly used to show other 
contradictions. 

His off/on relationship 
with a white activist explores 
the difficulties placed on 
monogamous gay relation-
ships with the divisions of 
race and sexuality in the 
1960s. 

His relationship with 

an NAACP black baptist  
minister reveals the fears 
about coming out and the 
religious pressures on black 
gay men.

This was the era before 
Stonewall Riot of 1969. 

The film rises to a victo-
rious, emotional conclusion 
with the successful March on 
Washington. 

The final scene presents 
Rustin as a man who rec-
ognises his own class back-
ground and his belief in a 
grassroots movement.

The film successfully pre-
sents an inspirational char-
acter who was determined 
to fight back despite the 
dangers.

Therefore, it only touches 
on the  l imi ta t ions  o f  
a non-violent strategy when 
some characters oppose 
Rustin’s pacifism with the 
Malcolm X’s ideas at the 
beginning of the film. 

But it’s important to see 
Rustin as a radicalising influ-
ence at the time, who took 
the struggle against racism 
forward.

Rustin is a fascinating and 
moving account of the fight 
against oppression. 

As Rustin says to his black 
male lover, “You have the 
right to love and be loved.”
Rustin is availble to watch  
on Netflix

BAYARD RUSTIN (right) and Martin Luther King’s friendship is at the fore of new film

Shane MacGowan  
1957-2023
SHANE MACGOWAN, the brilliant chaotic songwriter 
and singer of The Pogues, died last week. His best-
known work is an alcoholics’ lament turned unlikely 
Christmas classic—Fairytale of New York: “It was 
Christmas Eve babe/In the drunk tank/An old man said 
to me, won’t see another one.”

It’s a Christmas song for people who don’t like Christmas 
songs which is possibly why it is so popular. When the 
annual row about it being cancelled saw the odious Laurence 
Fox step up to be outraged The Pogues replied, “Fuck off you 
little herrenvolk shite”. Which is one of many things to their 
credit. 

By the 1980s the energy had largely drained from punk, 
giving way to the bouffants and synthesisers of the New 
Romantics. So with contrarianism, along with tin whistle 
player Spider Stacy and banjoist Jem Finer, MacGowan and 
a knowing political joke, formed the New Republicans. They 
morphed into The Pogues.

Songs of work and hard living, exile, resentment and loss 
made them inheritors of a boisterous Irish tradition. 

The list of powerful songs is long—Dark Streets of 
London, A Rainy Night in Soho, Sally MacLennane, If I 
Should Fall From Grace With God.

The interpretations are important too. Dirty Old Town 
was written in 1949 by Ewan MacColl about Salford. But The 
Pogues have owned it since they recorded it in 1985. And 
once you’ve heard MacGowan sing Whiskey in the Jar with 
Irish folk band The Dubliners discussion ceases.

The Dubliners were sending a message and passing a 
torch. It is easy to forget that The Dubliners themselves were 
about taking Irish music away from a twee pastoral vision of 
Ireland. 

Dubliner Luke Kelly got into political music-making 
while living with diaspora Communists in Britain. But not 
everyone was so keen on The Pogues. Irish music royalty 
Tommy Makem described them as “the greatest disaster ever 
to hit Irish music”.

Response
Many obituaries in Britain wallowed in the drunkenness 
and did you know MacGowan was born in England snark. 
Of which the kiss my arse of Póg mo thóin has always been 
there as a response.

As is Navigators. While not written by MacGowan, his 
vocals infuse it with sorrow, righteous rage, and vindication, 
and a dash of how-did-we-miss-this envy.

It is about “navvies” itinerant labourers who did the 
brutal, bruising, fatal work of building Britain’s railroads 
in the 19th century: “The canals and the bridges, the 
embankments and cuts/ They blasted and dug with their 
sweat and their guts/ They never drank water but whiskey 
by pints/ And the shanty towns rang with their songs and 
their fights

“They died in their hundreds with no sign to mark 
where/ Save the brass in the pocket of the entrepreneur/ By 
landslide and rock blast, they got buried so deep/ That in 
death if not life they’ll have peace while they sleep.”  

By the end of the song the entrepreneur is forgotten. The 
empire has been overthrown. 

But the thing the nameless labourers, who didn’t always 
behave the way the English bosses saw fit, built—the 
railroads—endure.

Perhaps in the mist around the death of a treasure there 
should be some sulphur too. 

The Pogues did get cancelled once. Under the 
broadcasting ban on promoting terrorism in the 1980s, 
Streets of Sorrow/Birmingham Six was deemed too 
dangerous to broadcast.

The song was accused of saying “convicted terrorists are 
not guilty, the Irish people were put at a disadvantage in the 
courts of the United Kingdom and that it may have invited 
support for a terrorist organisation such as the IRA”. And 
so it did: “There were six men in Birmingham, in Guildford 
there’s four, who were picked up and tortured and framed by 
the law, and the filth got promotion, but they’re still doing 
time, for being Irish in the wrong place and at the wrong 
time.” 

Like a navigator, MacGowan created work that’s lasting 
and awe-inspiring, and came at a cost. He made music 
that shot up your veins to your heart. But before you had a 
chance to get maudlin, he’d toss a drink in your face.
Simon Basketter 

OBITUARY

Blackmail, 
slurs and lies 
became an 
everyday threat

‘‘ 
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READ MORE
lImperialism: The 
Highest Stage of 
Capitalism 
by Vladimir Lenin £5.99 
and at tinyurl.com/
LeninHighest 
lThe devastation of 
Ukraine 
by Joseph Choonara 
International Socialism 
Journal Issue 174 and  
tinyurl.com/ISJUkraine

lThe New Age of 
Catastrophe 
by Alex Callinicos  
£17.99

Available at 
Bookmarks,the 
socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or buy online at 
bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

output, about half the US share 
of 31.5 percent.

Thirty years later Russia 
accounted for just 3.2 percent 
of world gross domestic prod-
uct, and the US share had fallen 
to 22 percent.

The rise of Japan, China and 
others squeezed US economic 
dominance, so it massively 
stepped up its military spend-
ing to compensate.

But the other problem for 
imperialism is that its victims 
have rarely accepted their fate 
without resistance.

People across the world rose 
against the British, French and 
Spanish empires, even when 
they were outgunned by the 
imperialists. 

And eventually they won, 
either by defeating the empires  
or by sending enough fear 
through them to prompt their 
withdrawal.

The US lost in Vietnam, just 
as the French had done in an 
earlier period. 

Despite mounds of dead and 
the destruction of a whole soci-
ety, the US lost in Iraq and then 
in Afghanistan.

US president Joe Biden 
humiliatingly withdrew US 
forces from Afghanistan in 
order to concentrate on the 
rivalry with China.

Today the rival imperi-
alist powers of the US and 
Russia are again fighting each 
other through a proxy war in 
Ukraine.

Russia is trying to show that 
it can still act on the world 
stage.

And, through the Nato mili-
tary alliance, the US has mar-
shalled its allies to pour in 
weapons to boost the Ukrainian 
forces.

I
T IS possible to win a 
world without war. But 
the solution isn’t to back 
one imperialist or the 
other—it’s to tackle the 
system that produces 

war and competition head 
on.

That means solidarity and 
support for the oppressed peo-
ples and nationalities that revolt 
against imperialism.

This can weaken the imperi-
alist power overseas and also at 
home, giving more space to rev-
olutionary movements. 

It means backing liberation 
movements and turning the 
fight against imperialism on 
our leaders.

Britain, although not the 
superpower it once was, backs 
the US whether it comes to 

US president 
George Bush 
shares food with 
his troops in Iraq 
in 2003 (top) 
Part of a massive 
demonstration 
in London last 
month for 
Palestine (above) 

B
RUTAL, vio-
l e n t  a n d 
deadly. That 
summarises 
the system 
beh ind  the 

Israeli assault on the 
Palestinians.

Many people use the 
word  imper ia l i sm to 
describe the structure that 
produces such horror—and 
that’s right.

But the term is used in 
many different ways. 

One common usage is 
to describe the process 
whereby bigger states bully 
and oppress smaller ones.

Another is the way great 
powers seek to extract or 
control the raw materi-
als and other resources of 
weaker countries.

Both of those are features 
of imperialism.

But for Marxists imperial-
ism is a specific phase of cap-
italism that emerged in the 
years before the First World 
War—and led to the most ter-
rible bloodletting in history 
up to that point.

Imperialism is inseparable 
from competition, the way 
rival capitalist states struggle 
for domination economically 
and often militarily.

The Russian revolutionary 
Vladimir Lenin wrote his short 
book Imperialism: The Highest 
Stage of Capitalism in 1916 to 
explain the economic underpin-
ning of the war and the features 
of a global system of conflict 
between capitalist states.

He wrote, “Imperialism 
means the partitioning of the 
world” and “High monopoly 
profits for a handful of very rich 
countries.”

Contrary to those who 
argued that bosses and states 
would cooperate with each 
other and become a force for 
peace, Lenin said that any bal-
ance of power between the con-
tending imperialists could only 
be temporary.

When the economic weight 
of one state or group of states 
shifted so new bloody struggles 
burst out, destroying any agree-
ments peacefully to divide the 
world market. 

T
HE EARLY stage 
of capitalism sees 
relatively small 
firms competing 
with each other 
mainly inside a 

domestic market. 
But the process of compe-

tition sees some crush their 
adversaries. The victors emerge 
bigger, more powerful and 
ready to expand internationally.

As they move beyond the 
home market, they demand 
their state backs them to ensure 
smooth profit-making. 

Sometimes they also want 
armed force to batter down 
barriers to trade or to clear out 
“unhelpful” rulers. 

The gunboat blasting away 
on some foreign shore became 
a key symbol of the British 
Empire because of this method.

Imperialism is the fusing of 

economic and geopolitical com-
petition. And states’ warmon-
gering also reacted back on eco-
nomic systems.

Fifty years before the First 
World War Britain was the 
dominant industrial power. 
But in the run up to the war, 
Germany was challenging as 
the second biggest economy.

Germany and other states 
challenged Britain militarily, 
and economically. 

At some points, such as at 
the Congress of Berlin at the 
end of the nineteenth century, 
all the powers could agree 
to divide up Africa between 
them—without involving any 

Africans, of course. But when 
almost all such sharing of the 
spoils was exhausted, any new 
expansion could happen only 
by taking away from some 
other state. 

No state was content to 
“freeze” its areas of domina-
tion and control. Instead their 
economic accumulation led to 
world war.

Victory for Britain and its 
allies in 1918 pushed back 
others for a time. 

But it could not indefinitely 
block the rise of other European 
powers and, in particular, the 
United States.

As Russian revolutionary 

Leon Trotsky wrote, “During 
the war, the enormous eco-
nomic preponderance of the 
United States was devel-
oped and revealed in its full 
proportions. 

The emergence of that coun-
try from the stage of an over-
seas provincialism suddenly 
forced Great Britain into second 
place.”

This mismatch of political 
structures, economic power 
and international control was 
the basis of the Second World 
War. And that war intensified 
the rise of the US and its impe-
rialist rival the USSR.

As late as 1939 the US lay at 
number 19 in the league table 
of military power—behind 
Portugal. 

But between then and its 
entry into the war in late 1941, 
the US increased its armed 
forces eightfold to 1.5 million 
people.

I
MPERIALISM has con-
stant features, but it 
also shifts and changes 
i n  ve r y  i m p o r t a n t 
ways. In one phase a 
“multipolar” world saw 

six or more imperialist coun-
tries slug it out. 

After the Second World War, 
two great blocks confronted 
each other.

The US forced states to bend 
to its will either through eco-
nomic pressure or by violence. 
It fixed elections, eliminated 
leaders who seemed a threat, 
and sent troops to ensure 
domination.

The US, for example, over-
threw the government of 
Mohammed Mossadeq in 1953 
because he nationalised the 
country’s oil industry.

It fought years of war in 
Vietnam, murdering 1.5 million 
Vietnamese people and hun-
dreds of thousands in neigh-
bouring Cambodia.

Meanwhile the USSR invaded 
Czechoslovakia in 1968 and 
backed its friends when they 
crushed workers’ uprisings. 

State capitalism in Russia 
and capitalism in the US drove 
each to produce more industrial 
output and grab more geopoliti-
cal influence than the other.

The Cold War between the 
two blocks at points threatened 
to become a hot war—fought 
with nuclear weaponry.

Workers and the poor every-
where lost out. 

That’s why the political tra-
dition the Socialist Workers 
Party comes from put forward 
the slogan “Neither Washington 
nor Moscow but International 
Socialism.”

A
T THE end of 
the Cold War, 
the US was the 
dominant super-
power but this 
was far from the 

“end of history” as some 
supporters of neoliberalism 
predicted.

Economic power has contin-
ued to shift. 

In 1980 Russia produced 14.8 
percent of global manufacturing 

A system of ferocious capitalist rivalry has caused appalling 
levels of armed conflict and suffering for people across the 
world. Isabel Ringrose explains that imperialism is about 
more than major countries dominating the smaller ones 

Imperialism is 
the fusing of 
economic and 
military rivalries  
between powers  

‘‘ 
Vladimir Lenin

DISPLACED PALESTINIANS fleeing their homes as Israel attacks

killing Palestinians or sending 
troops and money to Ukraine. 

A blow to the ruling class 
here can mean a blow to impe-
rialists across the world, and be 
a spark for revolt. 

The First World War came to 
an end through revolutions in 
Russia and then Germany.

This encouraged the anti-
colonial and anti-imperialist 
movements everywhere.

Fighting for a free Palestine 
seeks to strike a blow to imperi-
alism—smashing Israel and its 
backers.

That could detonate wider 
uprisings in the Middle East and 
internationally. 

But ridding the world of 
imperialism also means wid-
ening the battle and striking at 
the very capitalist system that 
causes war and competition in 
the first place.

IMPERIALISM,
COMPETITION 
AND VIOLENCE  

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

FOCUS ON 
RACISM

Why are the Tories so tied 
to the Rwanda plan? 

The home secretary 
is desperate to push 
through deportations 
to Rwanda while Keir 
Starmer argues Labour 
would more efficiently 
stop the boats, Simon 
Basketter explains

THE TORIES are certain that 
the 1963 British Museum Act 
cannot in any circumstances 
be changed. So the Parthenon 
marbles cannot be sent back 
to where they came from. 

The same Tories are 
certain the law can be 
changed so real people can 
be sent back to where they 
didn’t come from–Rwanda.

The law in question, if 
it ever exists, will say that 
Rwanda is a safe country, so 
making it so, and that human 
rights are a nasty foreign 
thing that don’t apply.

Home secretary James 
Cleverly gives the impression 
of an aggressive rabbit caught 
in headlights shouting to the 
oncoming truck to have a go 
if it thinks it’s hard enough.

Cleverly cleverly used a 
Goldilocks analogy to warn 
that a hardline option was “too 
hot”. But that he did not want 
something “too cold” that 
leaves the racist policy open 
to another court challenge.

To this “tepid porridge” 
some Tories will rebel if 
there is a strong attack on 
human rights and others 
will rebel if there isn’t one.

Helpfully the immigration 
minister Robert Jenrick 
has a plan that he has 
had for a year but forgot 
to tell anyone about. 

Mostly it involves letting 
people know he is a bit more 
racist than Cleverly since you 
asked and its definitely not his 
fault that there are migrants. 

Jenrick is not known for 
independence of thought 
or indeed thought. 

The closest he previously 
came to a plan was when 
he was housing minister 
and granted planning 
permission to Tory 
donor and pornographer 
Richard Desmond who 
bought him dinner.

Sir John Hayes has 
demanded Rishi Sunak enact 
the mystical plan “exactly” 

as Jenrick wanted, while 
blustering, “That 1.3 million 
migrants over a period of 
two years is a catastrophe 
for Britain is obvious to 
everyone apart from guilt-
ridden bourgeois liberals.” 
Hayes is chair of the Tories’ 
Commonsense Group. 

What passes for Tory 
thought often claims 
legitimacy from a magical 
and inaccurate belief they 
know the popular will.

Slithers
As the government slithers 
along to the general election, 
those MPs that aren’t retiring 
to spend more time with 
their money are demanding 
bribes and more racism. 

They believe that may 
let them keep their jobs.

Fault lines that used to 
be about Europe are more 
now about revenge and self-
destruction. One group thinks 
the worst thing ever was that 
they ditched Boris Johnson. 

Then there are deluded 
allies of Sunak’s predecessor, 
Liz Truss, trapped in the 
belief that her short tenure 
wasn’t the car crash it 
appeared to be to everybody 
else. Sunak wasn’t voted for 
by the Tory party members 
who he needs to do the 
ground work of fighting 

an election. He is looking 
to at least rhetorically get 
something he can sell to 
his own party and base. 

There is now the potential 
for various dubious bills to be 
fought over in parliament. 

Suank may break his weak 
government in the process.

He has appeared with 
banners saying “stop the 
boats” too often to go 
anywhere other than hate. 
It is an albatross of a slogan, 
hanging on the neck of a 
zombie government. 

But it doesn’t make it less 
poisonous. One risk is, while 
still small and splintered 
with their natural leader 
in reality television, racists 
start to feel great again.

A bigger problem is 
not on the right but what 
passes for the left.

 Labour has decided 
to join in the reactionary 
shouting with gusto.

So Keir Starmer won 
a debate with Sunak in 
parliament last week. 
What he won over 
should be a warning. 

Every one of his 
interventions was to 
mention immigration.

Labour is for managing 
deportations better. The 
problem for Labour isn’t 
that “stop the boats” means 
drowning people, it is 
that it isn’t working. 

The Tories just aren’t 
being tough enough on 
foreigners or tough enough 
on the causes of foreigners.

The Tories will get nastier 
as the election approaches 
but what anti-racists need 
to note is that the Labour 
Party looks set to follow 
them deep into the sewer.

CAMERON, SUNAK and Cleverly – the Tories who will keep 
pushing Rwanda deportations

Sunak may  
break his weak 
government in 
the process  

‘‘ 
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SOCIALIST WORKER has thrown 
all its efforts into supporting 
resistance in Palestine, opposing 
Zionism and imperialism and taking 
up the wider political arguments.

We have more than doubled the 
number of copies of the paper we 
print. Socialist Worker placards—
distributed without charge—are seen 
in huge numbers at almost every 
protest. We have given out 24,000 in 
the last seven weeks—and each one 
costs over £1 to produce.

Last week we printed a new 
placard with the slogan “From the 

river to the sea, Palestine will be free”.
We are rushing out posters and 

leaflets to build the movement and 
to grow the socialist core of that 
movement. It all costs money. 

We are very grateful to those who 
donate online or on demonstrations. 
But if you donate to our appeal it will 
help us do even more. We can confront 
the lies from the Tories and the Israelis.

We can carry in our paper and 
website the news and analysis every 
activist needs. And we can persuade 
more people to join the movement 
around Palestine and link it to all the 

other class questions in Britain.  
Our media is funded entirely 

through sales and donations from 
supporters. If you support what we 
say, please donate to our appeal.

£150,000

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000 0

£50,000

£25,000

FUND A FIGHTING 
SOCIALIST MEDIA 
Help raise £150,000 for the Socialist Worker appeal

TO DONATE

• Scan the QR code or 
go to socialistworker.
co.uk/donate

• Call 020 7840 5607

• Send a cheque, 
payable to  
‘SW Appeal’ to  
PO Box 74955, 
London E16 9EJ

Total so far 
£111,673
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INTERVIEW 

Ex-Labour leader in Walsall says 
‘Leave party. It has let you down’
Israel’s war on 
Palestine, and Labour’s 
support for it, continues 
to haunt the party. 
Charlie Kimber talks 
to one councillor who’s 
had enough
UNTIL 16 November Aftab 
Nawaz was the leader of the 
Labour group on Walsall Council 
in the West Midlands. 

Now he’s preparing for a “social 
justice” challenge to Labour at 
forthcoming elections, including the 
general election.

And he is talking to others across 
Britain about a wider electoral effort.

The trigger issue was Keir 
Starmer’s refusal to call for a 
ceasefire in Gaza.

But that focused a deeper 
disillusion. He says he concluded 
that the Labour Party “was about 
management rather than trying to 
improve people’s lives”.

Aftab says it was a “wrench” to 
leave Labour after being a member 
for more than two decades.

He says, “I did a lot of campaign-
ing and a lot of work. And I stood as 
a paper candidate on several occa-
sions—to keep the red flag flying, as 
we used to say.”

“And then I was elected as 
a councillor in 2014, and the 
councillors’ group chose me as the 
leader in 2019.

“But in the end, I got to a stage 
where I felt quite voiceless.

“I felt that even though we 
were speaking up for Palestine in 
our positions as leaders of Labour 
groups, the party itself as an insti-
tution, not just the leadership, was 
not interested in our views.

“We were just there to ensure 
that parliamentary elections were 
won.

“Since I and others became 
Muslim leaders of the Labour group 
in Walsall, we’ve had absolutely no 
support from the higher levels.

“It felt at times that the regional 
office was working against us.

“Slowly and incrementally, we 

found that the party was getting 
out of touch with people like us. 
And more importantly from the 
communities we represent. 

“And that’s not just about 
Muslims, it’s wider than that—
grassroots communities where 
people are living their lives in a very 
difficult time.”

Then came Gaza, and Starmer’s 
backing for Israeli murder.

“We’re not naive,” says Aftab. 
“We know if Keir Starmer got up 
and said he backed a ceasefire, it 
wouldn’t immediately change the 
situation.

“But it’s about moral courage and 
a reason to be in the Labour Party.

“If the leadership of the party 
can’t understand how big an issue 
this is to those communities who 
have been loyal to the Labour 
Party over many, many years, then 
they’ve lost their right to have us 
support them and vote for them.”

Genuine
Aftab emphasises that in the past 
Labour might have been wrong 
but there was a chance for the left 
and others to be part of a genuine 
debate and have their say. But that’s 
gone now.

“There are still a lot of people 
within the Labour Party who have a 
huge amount of sympathy and sup-
port for the Palestinian cause. 

“The difficulty many of them face 
is that they feel scared—terrified 
actually—of bringing up the issue 
and being accused of antisemitism.”

Labour is a toxic party for 
Muslims and an unwelcoming party 
for anyone who has a different opin-
ion to the leadership.

Aftab has now decided it’s not 
possible to change Labour for the 
better. “All the parties, and Labour 
in particular, have left their roots 
behind,” he said. 

“MPs used to come from people 
who had done normal working class 
jobs.

“Now you have people whose 
parents are politicians or top media 
people or in thinktanks and the 
higher levels of universities.

“They went to private schools 
then they were employed with MPs 
as their first jobs because their par-
ents are involved in that business. 

They have no idea what our lives 
are like, the struggles that many of 
us face. There are some good ones. 
But not many.

“My father was an immigrant who 
worked in metal-bashing industries. 
I went to a comprehensive school 
and then worked for chemical firms 
before going into the council.”

Supportive
Aftab adds that many people are 
“absolutely supportive” about his 
decision to leave Labour.

“We’ve had mosques get in touch, 
and individuals ringing us up—
people on the left as well as Muslims.

“People are excited. But I’m 
disappointed and a bit upset by 
the attitude of former colleagues in 
Labour who have just cut us off.

“I thought they were friends and 
what we find is that the only inter-
est they had in this was that we 
were winning elections.

“They were happy with that. 
We were OK then. We’re looking 
at standing as independents in the 
local elections next year. 

“We will give the opportunity to 
the people who are enraged at the 
moment over Gaza and other things 
to have their say.

“I hope people will be courageous 
enough to take the opportunity and 
leave behind those parties that have 
let them down.”

Aftab is also looking to the 
general election, expected within 
12 months.

“We’ve been talking to many 
people,” he says. “We’ve had many 
approaches as well from, political 
parties.

“We’re also having conversations 
on a national level with people of 
a similar background who left the 
party and want to put forward inter-
national solidarity with causes such 
as Palestine.”

There are still a 
lot of people 
within Labour who 
have huge 
sympathy with the 
Palestinians 

‘‘ 

Aftab Nawaz

LABOUR LEADER Sir Keir Starmer backs Israel’s war on Gaza but 
takes the votes of Muslims and the left for granted

Leave Labour but 
prioritise struggle
THE SOME 60 councillors who 
have resigned from Labour 
stand in stark contrast to the 
Labour left figures who have 
stayed.

Some of these MPs, who 
voted for a ceasefire in the 
Commons on 15 November, 
have spoken at the great 
marches for Palestine.

But none have skewered 
Keir Starmer, or called for 
anything more than internal 
pressure on him. The crucial 
arena for struggle is the 
movement on the streets and 
in workplaces, not elections. 

The bigger and stronger 
that movement, the easier 
it will be for electoral 
alternatives to be possible—
and for them to be more than 
a Labour party mark two.

The cowardice of the Labour 
left MPs, and their refusal to 
confront Starmer directly, 
act as a shield for his pro-
Israel policies. They prioritise 
their positions rather than 
developing the revolt across 
the whole of politics over 
Palestine.

17
Socialist Worker 6 December 2023



18 REPORTSSocialist Worker � 6 December 2023

IN BRIEF 

Whisky Galore? 
Sorry, we’re out
OVER 500 workers at Chivas 
Brothers’ distilleries and 
warehouses are set to strike 
from Monday to Thursday of 
next week. An overtime ban 
will also be in effect.

The workers, who are 
members of the Unite union, 
are based at Kilmalid, Dalmuir, 
Beith, Strathclyde Grain and 
Strathisla distilleries, and 
Dumbuck warehouse facilities. 

The strike will involve up 
to a third of Chivas’ Scottish 
workers and could lead to 
a crisis in stocks of Scotch 
whisky.

The workers rejected a 
6.4 percent pay offer by 97 
percent before voting to strike 
by 91 percent.

Chivas produces Scotch 
whisky premier brands 
including Chivas Regal, 
Aberlour, Ballantine’s, Royal 
Salute and The Glenlivet.

Brothers, sisters, 
I’ve seen the light
LIGHTHOUSE WORKERS in 
Scotland have secured a pay 
rise of up to 15 percent after 
strikes.

The 40 Unite union 
members, including seafarers, 
base assistants, cooks and 
technicians have accepted a 
pay offer from the Northern 
Lighthouse Board. They 
voted to endorse the deal by 
100 percent on a 98 percent 
turnout.

The deal applies to 2023-24 
and will see increases for the 
lowest paid of up to 15 percent.

Workers will also get extra 
holidays, and a consolidated 
overtime allowance that is 
being increased to 20 percent 
of salaries.

There will also be a 
reduction of the working week 
from 42 hours to 37. That 
will also mean that overtime 
rates will apply after the lower 
hourly threshold.

The workers maintain 
and operate Scotland’s 208 
lighthouses, beacons, and 
buoys at sea.

After striking last year, they 
went on strike again for 24 
hours on 26 June.

Council caught 
chatting... rubbish
A LABOUR council has been 
defeated in the courts after 
attempting to stop bin workers 
from striking.

Warrington council, in the 
north west of England, lost its 
High Court attempt to block 
action by refuse drivers. It 
attempted to use the Tories’ 
Trade Union Act 2016 to 
claim the action was unlawful 
because the dispute was no 
longer about pay.

But the High Court ruled 
there was an “industrial 
reality” and the Unite union 
hadn’t breached the law by 
trying to find other ways to 
settle the dispute.

The 70 council workers in 
Unite want more than the flat 
rate increase of £1,925 given 
to local authority workers.

RAIL

‘There’ll be more 
train crashes’— 
whistleblower 
By CHARLIE KIMBER

RAIL BOSSES’ maintenance 
cuts are threatening a 
major disaster and loss of 
life.

Jim, who works on rail 
maintenance, told Socialist 
Worker, “Managements are 
obsessed with cutting costs. 
And the government stands 
with them.

“It’s not just us working 
harder, it means safety flies 
out the window.

“I’m telling you now, there 
will be more crashes soon, 
and I really fear there will be 
corpses lined up.

“Then everyone will say 
there has been a bad culture. 
Well, take action now before 
it happens.

“It’s scary for us all, it’s 
seeing a crash coming and 
not being able to stop it.”

The crisis is particularly 
clear in the south west of 
England.

This week safety fears saw 
trains between London Pad-

dington and Reading dis-
rupted after workers found a 
broken rail.

The defect was in the 
Hayes and Harlington area in 
Greater London at a crucial 
point where trains transfer 
from one track to another.

It was one of six damaged 
rails on the Great Western 
Railway’s main line from 
London to the south west of 
England and Wales within 
just eight days.

Travelling
Workers, inspectors—and 
random members of the 
public—discovered other 
cracks in Slough, Bourton 
near Swindon, Iver in Buck-
inghamshire,  Charfield in 
Gloucestershire, and Heath 
High Level on the Cardiff 
Valleys line.

One railway worker told 
the BBC that passenger trains 
would have been travel-
ling over the cracks at about 
125mph.

“This is how trains come 
off the rails, putting lives at 

risk,” they said. “The one 
at Bourton wasn’t noticed 
until a member of the public 
who lives nearby noticed a 
change in the sound of the 
train.”

Just a few weeks ago, 
the TSSA union warned of 
“wholly unnecessary safety 
risks” on the railways as 
Network Rail announced a 
cull of almost 500 jobs. 

Network Rail is cutting 
back on plans to renew rails 
that have reached the end of 
their expected safe limits.

 Most of the anticipated 
track renewals will now be 
deferred for at least five 
years.

The cuts will affect the 
High Output Track Renew-
als Team, which replaces old 
rails and sleepers, using spe-
cialist machinery.

Network Rail is also dras-
tically cutting its fleet of 
High Output Ballast Cleaner 
trains, which replace and 
replenish the stone ballast 
that tracks rest on.

Part of the track in Iver, west of London, was completely broken, with a shattered 
concrete sleeper beneath

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Get behind the Barnet 
social workers’ strike 
BARNET MENTAL health 
social workers have returned 
to the picket lines in north 
London. They planned to 
stay out until this Friday.

Monday marked their 13th 
day of strikes. The Unison 
union members took a day 
of action in September and 
five days in October. They 
also walked out on Tuesday 7 
November for three days and 
on Tuesday 14 November for 
three days. 

Now they have announced 
action next year from 15 to 19 
January, 5 to 9 February and 4 
to 8 March.

Strikers demand 
recruitment and retention 
bonuses that match the 
borough’s children’s social 
workers, who get up to 25 
percent of their pay.

This week newly-recruited 
assessment and enablement 
officers were set to join the 
strike. But the council used 
anti-union laws to block their 
action. “This latest attack has 
strengthened the resolve of 
our strikers to carry on,” says 
the union.
nJoin pickets at the council’s 
office, 2 Bristol Ave, NW9 4EW, 
8am-12 noon each strike day

EMPLOYMENT TRIBUNALS

Sacked Women’s Aid 
workers win round one
WORKERS AT Glasgow East 
Women’s Aid walked out on 
strike last Friday following a 
major legal victory on behalf 
of five dismissed workers.

The Unite union members 
plan to take 21 days of action 
until 16 February.

The workers had earlier 
voted 100 percent yes for 
action.

Unite says it secured 
“interim relief” on behalf of 
five workers dismissed on 28 
November.

An employment tribunal 
judged that the five 
dismissed workers had a 
“pretty good chance” of 
succeeding in their cases.

The sacked workers were 
automatically and unfairly 
dismissed for being trade 
union members.

The tribunal judgment 

means that the workers 
will continue to be paid by 
Glasgow East Women’s Aid 
and receive all contractual 
benefits up until the date 
that a full tribunal has fully 
determined the case. 

In October, 13 Unite 
members were suspended 
prior to the five dismissals.

Suspension
All workers are highly 
trained women and 
children’s support workers. 

The organisation’s 
main office in Easterhouse 
has been closed for ten 
weeks following the mass 
suspension of staff.

Unite is demanding that 
Glasgow city council and 
the Scottish government 
intervene as funders of 
Glasgow East Women’s Aid.

OBITUARY
Doreen Jaques
1940-2023
OUR COMRADE Doreen 
Jaques died last week. 
She was proof that 
when it comes to being 
a revolutionary, you’re 
only as old as you feel.

Doreen, a retired nurse, 
discovered politics in her 
70s after attending a public 
meeting against fracking. 
The idea of drilling was so 
horrific that she felt she 
had to try to stop it.

She soon became a 
member of Frack Free 
Scarborough, joining in 
with everything from 
leafletting to protest 
marches and frack-site 
blockades across the 
country.

After witnessing the 
police’s brutal treatment of 
protesters, and engaging in 
discussions about racism, 
exploitation and the state, 
Doreen was soon marching 
against fascists and 

supporting strikes.
She began attending 

Socialist Worker Party 
(SWP) meetings and we 
joked that we’d would 
recruit her eventually—until 
one day when she said yes.

Doreen had to slow down 
her activism of late, though 
she made the protest 
against the fascist Yorkshire 
Patriots this summer, and 
Scarborough Pride in late 
September.

York and Scarborough 
SWP send our sympathies 
to Doreen’s daughter 
Andrea, and her son Ian. 
John Atkinson and 
Kim Hunter Atkinson

Doreen Jaques

TRAIN DRIVERS

Aslef needs to up 
action to win
TRAIN DRIVERS in the Aslef 
union began strikes last 
Saturday as they continued 
their 18-month battle over 
pay and conditions.

Instead of the usual 
one‑day strike across 
Britain, workers walked 
out on different days at 
different companies from last 
Saturday to this Friday.

Drivers are right to strike. 
They have had no increase 
since 2019 and employers 
have offered only a two-year 

deal which is far less than 
inflation.

But backed by the Tories, 
the rail bosses are simply 
ignoring the very limited 
strikes.

Mick Whelan, ASLEF’s 
general secretary, said, “We 
haven’t had a meeting with 
Mark Harper, the transport 
secretary, since December 
2022.

“We haven’t had a meeting 
with Huw Merriman, the rail 
minister, since January. And 
we haven’t heard from the 
employers, the private sector 
train operating companies for 
whom we work, since April.”

As the strikes began, Aslef 
announced the results of 
strike votes that are needed 
every six months under 
anti-union laws. All of them 
showed massive majorities 
for continuing action—most 
over 90 percent for action 
and with huge turnouts.

But now it’s urgent to step 
up the strikes, not scale them 
back even further.
nRMT members have just 
accepted a below-inflation pay 
deal offered by train operating 
companies after 18 months 
of on-off strikes. Bosses now 
intend to ram through cuts 
company by company.
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BUS WORKERS

Big revolt against 
Go North East deal
by ISABEL RINGROSE and  
JIM HUTCHINSON

GO NORTH East bus work-
ers have very narrowly 
accepted a deal to end 
their all-out strike. 

Last Friday they agreed to 
the offer by 749 in favour and 
658 against. The majority was 
even narrower among driv-
ers— 616 for and 609 against. 

The Unite union had rec-
ommended the offer.

The 1,300 workers will 
receive a 10.5 percent rise 
backdated to 1 July 2023, 
and keep their same terms 
and conditions. 

There will also be a further 
rise from January of 0.7 per-
cent and another on 1 July 
2024—a minimum of 4 per-
cent or in line with inflation. 

The pay rise will see wages 
go from £12.83 to £14.27 an 
hour from 1 January next 
year. That’s still well short of 
the basic demand for equality 
that began the strike.

The strikers were fight-
ing for pay that matched   
Go North West drivers in 
Manchester who are on 
£15.54 an hour. 

A large group of workers 
wanted to fight for more. 

But the approach of 

Christmas and the fact they 
had been on indefinite action 
since 28 October tipped the 
balance.

An all-out strike has won 
a lot more than bosses origi-
nally offered. Reps refused 
to be picked off, insisting on 
negotiating with management 
together no matter which sec-
tion of the workforce they 
were representing.

But the union did not tackle 

scabbing and make the action 
a national focus.

City Transport Group was 
running an hourly scab ser-
vice in some areas. Go North 
East was continuing to run 
school and some contracted 
routes, as well as a skeleton 
service in the last few weeks. 

During the course of the 
strike, the drivers rejected a 
10.3 percent rise by 81 per-
cent on a 93 percent turnout. 

Picketing was lively to 
the end. The Queen song 
“Another one bites the dust” 
played at the Dunston depot. 

The strikers were right to 
take all-out action and to stay 
on strike while they voted 
over the offer. 

But a vote to reject the 
deal, confront scabbing and 
widen the battle could have 
seen them win what they set 
out to achieve.

CLEANERS

Workers’ struggles take 
on three outsourcers 
CLEANERS AT the University 
of the Arts London (UAL) 
struck again last Thursday 
and Friday to demand better 
conditions. 

Workers in the GMB union 
who are outsourced to OCS 
are angry at understaffing 
which drives up workloads. 

Cleaners are also 
pushing for equal terms and 
conditions with those directly 
employed by the university. 

nAN OUTSOURCER that 
employs security guards 
at the University College 
London (UCL)  is trying to 
stop workers from protesting 
against unfair conditions. 

Bidvest Noonan dictated 
that striking workers should 
adhere to a strict set of rules 
while picketing. 

It said that workers should 
not bring “sound systems, 
loud hailers or sirens, flares, 
fireworks, metal or wooden 

poles” or “anything that could 
be made into a weapon” to 
protests. 

The company also added 
that workers should “adhere 
to UK laws” like the Tories’ 
new Public Order Act. 

Workers, who are 
members of the IWGB union, 
organised a protest at UCL 
on Monday. 

nOUTSOURCED night 
cleaners at City University 
in London are tired of 
overwork and furious 
about the victimisation 
of their colleagues. 

Workers at the university 
came together to sign a 
collective grievance against 
their employer, the firm 
Julius Rutherfoord last 
month. After they did this, 
one worker was sacked, and 
another was disciplined.

Workers held a protest at 
the end of last month.

GO NORTH East strikers should be proud of their struggle                                               Picture: Unite

BARTS PATHOLOGISTS and nurses picketing Picture: Alan Kenny

SOLID ON the Oxford picket line                    Picture: Julie Simmons

PCS UNION members at The 
Pensions Regulator (TPR) 
in Brighton are furious at 
their employer imposing an 
insulting pay offer from the 
end of November.

Workers at TPR are currently 
striking after bosses offered 
them just a 3 percent pay rise.

Over 300 PCS members 
struck for 11 days in October 
and seven days in November.

This followed strikes in , 
September. Further strikes 
were set for Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday this week, 
and Wednesday and Thursday 
next week.  

nWORKERS employed by 
outsourcer ISS at three 
government departments 
in Whitehall are continuing 
their strikes. 

The current round of strikes 
is set to run until next Friday. 
lMessages of support on X to: 
@PCSUnionBeisLDN  
and by email to  
BEISLSBranch@gmail.com

AMAZON STRIKES could 
spread to another warehouse 
and reinforce the pay fight in 
Coventry.

Workers at the Minworth 
Amazon fulfilment near 
Birmingham—which has only 
recently opened—have voted 
to strike over pay. 

An impressive 100 percent 
of workers in the GMB union 
have backed action. 

This follows big strikes and 
picket lines at the Amazon 
centre in Coventry last 
month. 

It’s not a moment too 
soon for the struggle against 
Amazon to spread.

Amazon workers 
everywhere should be 
inspired by the strikes in 
Coventry and the vote to 
strike at Minworth. 

The GMB says “strike dates 
will be announced in the 
coming weeks”. 

That needs to happen 
speedily and be coordinated 
with Coventry action.

Fight for NHS pay justice 
at Barts and in Dudley
WORKERS AT Barts Health 
NHS Trust returned to picket 
lines this week as part of 
a long running battle over 
pay, rotas, bonuses and safe 
staffing.  

Nurses, lab technicians, 
catering workers, domestics, 
porters and security staff in 
the Unite union joined the 
walkout at Barts’ four main 
hospital sites, including 
the giant London Hospital 
in the east of the city. 

A group of lab worker 
pickets made a point 
at booing their senior 
managers as they went into 
work on Monday morning. 
They are furious after bosses 
ripped up their existing 
schedules and imposed 
a new rota in which all 
workers will cover all shifts. 

That will mean 
technicians that have built 
their lives around working 
days or nights will now have 
to make new arrangements, 
or leave the job. 

They, along with some 
nurses, planned to be 
out until Wednesday.  

Porters and domestic 
workers previously 
employed by Serco are 
furious after not being 
paid the government’s 
“Covid bonus”.  

They will pile pressure 
on managers by staying 
on strike until after 
this weekend.  

All the different groups 
at the trust say they will 
continue striking until all 
the disputes are resolved. 

nA GROUP of health 
workers in Dudley, West 
Midlands, faces a similar 
struggle to those at Barts.  

Around 60 workers 
in hospital catering and 
administration have been 
told they will also not receive 
the government’s “Covid 
bonus”, worth up to £3,789. 

The Unite union 
members are employed by 
subcontracting giant Mitie.  

Now workers are going 
on strike. Strikes are set 
to continue on Friday this 
week, Monday and Friday 
next week and 18 December.

Imperial Logistics strike 
against assault on pay
 A PAY battle continues at sub-
contracted delivery company 
Imperial Logistics at the BMW 
Mini plant in Oxford. 

Imperial is threatening 
its drivers with a permanent 
20 percent pay cut or 
redundancies, allegedly 

due to BMW rejigging 
its production lines.

Workers were out on 
Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday last week. Strikes 
were scheduled for Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
this week, and next week. 

CIVIL SERVICEAMAZON CAR WORKERS

NHS WORKERS

Pay battles 
in the PCS 

Wider fight 
at Amazon 
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LABOUR LEADER Keir Starmer at this year’s party conference

  LABOUR MARCHING 
EVER RIGHTWARDS   
by ISABEL RINGROSE

SIR KEIR Starmer has 
made it even more abun-
dantly clear to the Labour 
left that his party is no 
place for them.

He chose the right wing 
Sunday Telegraph newspa-
per last weekend, to applaud 
the brutal ruling class war-
rior Margaret Thatcher. 
“Margaret Thatcher sought 
to drag Britain out of its 
stupor by setting loose our 
natural entrepreneurialism,” 
he wrote.

He also praised war crimi-
nals and pumped up British 
nationalism. “Tony Blair 
reimagined a stale, outdated 
Labour Party into one that 
could seize the optimism of 
the late 90s. Clement Attlee 
wrote that Labour must be a 
party of duty and patriotism, 
not abstract theory.”

The commemoration to 
one of the biggest enemies 
of working class people 
was a deliberate choice by 
Starmer. He’s laughing in the 
face of the left.

F rom remov ing  the 
Labour Party whip from his 

predecessor Jeremy Corbyn 
and ousting him as an MP, 
to sackings and suspensions, 
Starmer has been purging 
his party throughout his time 
as leader. So, along with his 
continued right wing drivel, 
why the attack?

The millions of people 
who have taken to the streets 
for Palestine since 7 October 
have raged at Starmer, 
Labour MPs and councillors 
who have ignored the calls 
for a ceasefire. 

Starmer is making it clear 
he will continue to crush the 
left. 

He wants to ram home 
that despite a mass move-
ment in the streets over 
Palestine, there will be no 
return of the Labour left.

That ’ s  why  he  a l so 
reminded readers  that 
Labour has “changed dra-
matically in the last three 
years” after a “course of 
shock therapy” to fulfil the 
“dreams of ordinary British 
people”.

And while Starmer’s pro-
ject continues the left stays 
mostly quiet. 

While some councillors 
have resigned, and other 

shadow cab inet  mem-
bers have spoken out, the  
majority of the left stays 
inactive in the party (see 
page 17).

In a statement on Palestine 
last week, Starmer called for 
a “return to cessation hos-
tilities that would allow the 
release of more hostages” 
and “tackle the humanitar-
ian crisis”. 

There was no mention of 
a full ceasefire. 

But it’s not just Palestine 
that Starmer is awful on. 
The claim that his agenda 
for Labour is based on 
what ordinary people want 
couldn’t be further from the 
truth.

Starmer also continued 
to peddle his racist agenda 
against immigrants.

In his  piece for the 
Telegraph, Starmer called 
immigration “a serious 
public concern”.

He jeered at the Tories 
for failing to bring numbers 
down, just as he did at prime 
ministers’ question time last 
week, and attacked migrant 
workers.

And then in a speech 
on Monday he also said a 

Labour government would 
not “turn on the spending 
taps”. Pointing to the last 
13 years of Tory austerity, 
Starmer killed off any expec-
tation that public spending 
would go up.

Instead he claimed that 
spending constraints were 
necessary to improve peo-
ple’s standard of living. 
Starmer  sa id  h is  new  
obsession is “raising Britain’s 
productivity growth”

Shadow chancellor Rachel 
Reeves has already said that 
taxes for the rich wouldn’t 
rise beyond what has already 
been set out. 

Growth and competition 
will be Starmer and Reeves’ 
priority, under the guise of 
looking out for ordinary 
people. 

Starmer’s programme for 
government is—don’t expect 
money and do expect racist 
scapegoating.

Some  commenta to r s 
say Starmer’s rampage is a 
ploy for votes. But Labour 
is already 19.5 percentage 
points ahead in the opinion 
polls. 

Starmer has  a lready 
proved that he’s a safe pair 

of hands for bosses and the 
rest of the ruling class. 

The chaos from the Tories 
means sections of the rich 
and corporate executives 
already think that Starmer 
is a better option to depend 
their profits. 

There are many people 
in Labour or who vote 
Labour who are appalled by 
Starmer’s views. 

But the problem isn’t just 
one leader. It’s a condemna-
tion of a whole method that 
is centred on parliament. 

The answer is not the long 
slog inside Labour but a total 
break from it. 

For those left in Labour, 
it’d be right to conclude that 
it’s time to look elsewhere 
for change.

It’s not a Labour Party 
mark two that’s needed, 
but a revolutionary alterna-
tive that looks to build the 
movement outside of the 
constraints of parliamentary 
politics.

That means a struggle on 
the streets and in the work-
places for Palestine, against 
the bosses, against racism 
and the idea that politics is 
confined to Westminster.

Shadow chancellor 
Rachel Reeves 

Starmer is 
making it clear 
he will 
continue to 
crush the left

‘‘ 
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More on the events in 
Russia >>Page 6
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