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AS POLITICIANS SPOUT ISLAMOPHOBIA...

FIGHT FOR
PALESTINE}

WA
RAULS|

STARMER

The break from
Labour and the
real alternative

LABOUR IS failing
over Palestine, racism
and Islamophobia.

Isabel Ringrose spoke to
Newcastle’s first Muslim lord
mayor Habib Rahman—who
had enough and has quit the
party.

And we discuss how to build
the alternative to Keir Starmer
and Labourism.

>>Pages 10&11

ANTI-RACISM

Anger after
refugee is jailed
for ten years

IBRAHIMA BAH survived a
deadly boat sinking in the
Channel.

Last week he was jailed
for almost ten years for
manslaughter for “piloting
the boat”.

The deaths in the Channel
are the responsibility of racist
laws and politicians, not
those who seek safety.

>>Page 20
e

ANTI-ZIONISM

The bloody
history of settler
colonialism

THE SCALE of the genocide
by Israel in Gaza means

the term settler colonialism
is again at the forefront

of analysis of Israel.

We look at the debates
about what it means and the
implications for a strategy of
liberation in Palestine.

>>Pages 14&15
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A WEEK WHEN
POLITICIANS
LIT FUSE OF

ANTI-MUSLIM

HATRED

HIT BACK BY RETURNING TO THE STREETS
OVERRACISM AND PALESTINE INEVEN
BIGGER NUMBERS, SAYS CHARLIE KIMBER

HAT began
as a cover-up
for blocking a
Gaza ceasefire
motion, has
become an ava-
lanche of Islamophobia, an attack
on the right to protest—and a
witchhunt against the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign.

Last Wednesday, a cyni-
cal stitch-up saw the Speaker—
the chair—of the Commons
overthrowing normal procedure to
fix the order of when votes were
taken.

The result was that a push from
the Scottish National Party to sup-
port a ceasefire without conditions
in Gaza was never put to a vote.

That was an extraordinary
outcome given it was supposed to be

THAT LEE AMDEASN
1S A BT eF A
RACIST, \SN'T WE!?

\

the SNP’s day to decide the business.

But the Labour Party in particular
rejoiced because its MPs did not
have to take a clear position on a
ceasefire and be held accountable.

Instead they could support an
amendment that was for “an imme-
diate humanitarian ceasefire”.

But it also said, “Israel cannot be
expected to cease fighting if Hamas
continues with violence and that
Israelis have the right to the assur-
ance that the horror of 7 October
cannot happen again.”

A ceasefire, in this formula,
follows only if the Palestinians
surrender.

Speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle, who
was a Labour MP before he became
a “non-party” speaker, had to come
up with an explanation for his
manoeuvres.

He denied that he had been
bullied and threatened by Keir
Starmer to stop the real ceasefire
vote.

Starmer, we learned later, had
a phone call with Israeli president
Isaac Herzog before crafting
Labour’s amendment.

Several MPs say Starmer
suggested Hoyle would lose his

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

job if he didn’t do what the Labour
leadership wanted.

But no, said Hoyle, he might
have made a mistake but that was
because he was horrified by the
threats to MPs over a ceasefire vote.

He said he had met the cops and
“the details of the things that have
been brought to me are absolutely
frightening”.

Hoyle added, “I never ever want
to go through a situation where
I pick up a phone to find a friend,
whatever side, has been murdered
by terrorists. I also don’t want an
attack on this House.”

Hoyle was saying that not only
might MPs be murdered but the
Commons itself could be destroyed.
From where did these threats come?
Hoyle wasn’t explicit, but many
others soon were.

Robert Jenrick, a former cabinet
minister, speaking in the Commons
last Thursday, said that Britain has
“allowed our streets to be dominated
by Islamist extremists”.

He spoke of “a pattern of Islamist
extremists intimidating those they
disagree with, backed by the pros-
pect of violence”.

Penny Mordaunt, leader of the
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House of Commons, replied that she
“could not agree more”.

That encouraged former home
secretary Suella Braverman. She
wrote in the next day’s Daily
Telegraph newspaper that “the
Islamists, the extremists, and the
antisemites are in charge now”.

And, she wrote that recently, “The
Islamist cranks and left-wing extrem-
ists took control of the streets—the
police looked meekly on.

“They have hijacked a by-election
in a deprived town in northern
England. We see their influence in
our judiciary, our legal profession
and our universities.”

It must come as news to Muslims
who face Islamophobia, verbal and
physical assaults, discrimination and
police racism, that they run society.
It’s what the fascists say about Jews.

The Sun’s editorial said MPs had

faced “violent threats from Islamist
thugs”.

Then Tory MP Lee Anderson told
the right wing GB News that London
mayor Sadiq Khan has “given our
capital city away” to Islamists, who
are “his mates”.

“Islamists have got control of
Khan and they’ve got control of
London,” he said.

Last Saturday afternoon, the chief
whip Simon Hart made the decision
to remove the Conservative whip
from Anderson, who will now sit as
an independent.

But that was only after the
Conservatives initially backed him.

A source with the backing of Rishi
Sunak had said, “Lee was simply
making the point that the mayor,
has abjectly failed to get a grip on
the appalling Islamist marches we
have seen in London recently.”

“ It must come as news to Muslims—
who face Islamophobia, verbal and
physical assaults, discrimination and
state racism—that they run society
|
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Bazooka

Meanwhile, during appearances at
the far right Conservative Political
Action Conference (Cpac) in the
United States, former prime min-
ister Liz Truss said her wing of the
Tories needed a “bigger bazooka” to
take on the “hostile environment” in
which they were operating.

Note the shift of “hostile
environment” from the phrase cor-
rectly used to describe anti-migrant
attacks under prime minister
Theresa May to one falsely char-
acterising supposed attacks on the
racist right.

Truss said the left had infiltrated
public and private institutions in
“the deep state” and sabotaged her
efforts to cut taxes.

She also appeared alongside
Steve Bannon, a former strategist to
Donald Trump, on Real America’s
Voice, a far right TV channel.

When Bannon raised recent
comments by former Ukip leader
Nigel Farage warning of a radical
Islamic party gaining seats in the
British parliament, Truss went along
with this.

“There’s going to be a by-election
in the next few weeks, and it could
be a radical Islamic party win in that
by-election. So that is a possibility,”
said Truss.

What did she mean? Rochdale?
George Galloway?

Truss also nodded along
when Bannon praised fascist
Tommy Robinson.

In this vile atmosphere of
Islamophobia, calls came to “protect”
MPs by hitting protest rights even
further.

HREE YEARS ago, the
government asked
Lord Walney to look
into how to tackle
“violence against
politicians™

His review is now almost complete
and will probably recommend that
existing police powers to break up
protests should be extended to cover
demonstrations outside democratic
venues.

These would include council and
MPs’ offices, and parliament.

Lord Walney, by the way, is John
Woodcock. He is a former Labour
MP and chair of Labour Friends of
Israel from 2011 to 2013.

He left Labour after allegations of
sexual harassment that Woodcock
denied and said were being investi-
gated in a politically motivated way.

Tolerate

Lord Walney said it was time to
“reset our view” of what politi-
cians should be prepared to toler-
ate. “Even if there is no direct vio-
lence, it’s having an effect and that’s
unacceptable,” he said.

So now not only do we have a
surge of anti-Muslim attacks but also
an excuse to stop us demonstrating
in Parliament Square or at an MP’s
surgery.

Left wing MP Diane Abbott

tweeted, “I get more abuse and
threats than most MPs.

“But the suggestion that police
could close down peaceful demon-
strations outside MP’s offices, town
halls and Parliament is appall-
ing. The first step towards a police
state.”

Completing a circle that had
begun with a defence for Israeli gen-
ocide the connection was then made
openly to pro-Palestine supporters.

The Times newspaper last week
thundered, “Ben Jamal, the director
of the Palestine Solidarity Campaign
(PSC), organised the rally outside
parliament on Wednesday in which
the anti-Israel slogan ‘From the river
to the sea’ was projected on to the
Elizabeth Tower, which houses Big
Ben.

“The Times can reveal that earlier
in the day the PSC orchestrated an
attempt to get thousands of its sup-
porters into parliament to lobby
MPs to vote in favour of a ceasefire
in Gaza.”

What had Jamal said? The Times
said Jamal had told protesters, “We
want so many of you to come that
they will have to lock the doors of
parliament itself.”

He also urged demonstrators to
“ramp up pressure” on MPs. In other
words, he had made a very basic
speech urging protest.

Kickback

Make no mistake, these are urgent
times. We need three things imme-
diately. One is a kickback against
Islamophobia.

Everyone who has marched for
Palestine, every trade unionist,
every worker and everyone who
hates the Tories has to oppose this
“hate speech” attempt to scapegoat
Muslims.

The repulsive Islamophobic
rhetoric fuels violent attacks on
Muslims and black people.

It cheers those who seek to burn
out refugees put into hotels.

And it divides the working class
that needs to unite against the
bosses and Tories.

The Stand Up To Racism
demonstrations on 16 March in
London and Glasgow and 17 March
in Cardiff are now even more
important.

We can’t stop the general election
from being saturated with racist
scapegoating against migrants and
Muslims.

We can organise now to build
a bigger anti-racist movement to
oppose it during the election and
afterwards, whoever wins.

Second, we need to defend and
extend protest rights.

Too much has already been given
away because Labour backed the
attacks, and the trade union leaders
looked the other way.

There has to be solidarity with all
those under attack—over Palestine,
anti-racists, Muslims, Just Stop Oil,
Extinction Rebellion—everyone.

And third, and in some way most
crucially, there has to be a defence
of PSC and the wider Palestine
movement through the process of
escalating the mobilisations.

This great movement of millions
has terrified Sunak and Starmer.
That’s why they are so ferociously
hitting back.

The worst response is to limit or
reduce the movement. When the
bigots and the Tories attack, we

have to fight back more, not less.

Let’s have more walkouts,
occupations and disruption on the
Friday 8 March day of workplace
and student action.

Let’s make the Saturday 9 March
national demonstration in London
even bigger, particularly as it comes
on the eve of the possible start of
slaughter in Rafah.

And let’s have more assemblies,
more initiative, more direct action
as well as the marches and the
meetings of the “official” movement
for Palestine.

The best way to defeat the
attacks is to use and escalate our
protests.

Make no mistake,
these are urgent
and dangerous
times. We need to
hit back

Stand Up
To Racism

Protestin London,
Glasgow and Cardiff

Saturday 16 March
and Sunday 17 March

see standuptoracism.org.uk

MARCH FOR
PALESTINE

Saturday 9 March
in central London

see stopwar.org.uk
And scottishpsc.org.uk for details of
protests in Scotland
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Netanyahu
announces
horrific plan

for Rafah

invasion

by SOPHIE SQUIRE
I

ISRAELI PRIME minister
Binyamin Netanyahu has made
clear the Israeli state wants to
carry out a massacre in Rafah,
in southern Gaza, whatever the
cost.

He said last Sunday that any
possible deal made with Hamas
to swap Israeli detainees for
Palestinian prisoners could
postpone but not prevent an Israeli
ground invasion of Rafah.

“If we have a deal, it'll be delayed
somewhat,” said Netanyahu. “But
it'll happen. If we don’t have a deal
we’ll do it anyway.”

In an interview on CBC Face the
Nation, he added, “Once we begin
the Rafah operation, the intense
phase of the fighting is weeks away
from completion, not months,
weeks away.

“We can’t leave the last Hamas
stronghold without taking care of
it.”

Netanyahu’s aggressive stance
comes as negotiations between an
Israeli delegation and mediators
from the United States, Qatar and
Egypt in Paris, France were held
over last weekend.

Hamas representatives weren’t
present but have been sent a draft
of proposals.

Prisoners

The draft reportedly includes a
proposal to stop fighting for up to six
weeks to make way for an exchange
of Palestinian prisoners and Israeli
detainees.

It also maps out a plan for a
“redeployment” of Israeli troops
across Gaza and the return of
Palestinian women and children
back to the north of Gaza.

This would be a step down for
Hamas, who has called for the
Israeli military to withdraw from
Gaza completely.

Negotiations then moved to
Doha, Qatar, and were joined by
Hamas representatives. They were
planned to continue throughout
this week.

But Netanyahu said that

Warmonger— Binyamin Netanyahu

whatever the contents of any
agreements, the Israeli state would
proceed with a ground invasion of
Rafah because its ultimate goal is
defeating Hamas.

Detainees

Thousands of Israelis took to the
streets of Tel Aviv last Saturday
under the banner of “Choose the
hostage” to demand early elections
and for the government to accept a
deal which brings Israeli detainees
back.

The riot cops fired water cannons
at protesters who tried to block the
roads and 21 Israelis were arrested.
There was also a large protest in
Jerusalem.

These protests show the extent
of the rage against Netanyahu
and his government, as well as the
Israeli state’s quickness to repress
its citizens.

But these protests are no chal-
lenge to the Zionist state that relies
on racism and segregation for its
existence.

While those on the streets are
raging against their government,
only a tiny majority inside Israel go
as far as to take on the apartheid
regime itself.

Israel has timetabled the mas-
sacre in Rafah to begin as early as
10 March, meaning the Palestinians
are running out of time.

Protesters must continue to
rage against Zionist horror on
the streets and make the next
national demonstration in
London on 9 March as militant as
possible.

HUNDREDS OF thousands of civilians have fled to Rafah, the city that Israel plans to attack

Israel’s p

IF IT can’t exterminate or

drive out the people of Gaza,
Israel wants to hold them in a
permanent concentration camp.

Prime minister Binyamin
Netanyahu has finally unveiled
Israel’s plans for Gaza. He spurns
even the vague hand-wringing
from the United States.

That is because he knows Joe
Biden won’t halt the US money
and arms shipments that fuel the
Israeli genocide.

The one-page document,
released last Friday, says that
the governance of Gaza would
be handed to “local officials
with administrative experience”
but who’ve had no previous
affiliation with Hamas or other
armed groups.

It was unclear what the
document meant by this. It
makes no mention of any
role even for the Palestinian
Authority, the West Bank-based
administration that acts as
Israel’s complicit cops. This is
who Biden wants to take over
Gaza.

The scheme says, “Israel will
have security control over the
entire area west of Jordan,”
which includes all of the West
Bank and Israel, as well as Gaza.

While the West Bank has

ot wi

Israel wants complete military control

been divided since the 1993
Oslo Accords into three zones,
this plan seeks to impose the
authority of the Israeli army on
Area A, controlled until now by
the Palestinian Authority.

Affairs

Israel wants to make the
administration of Area B the
model for the management of all
Palestinian territories. In Area
B the Zionist state controls all
security and executive affairs.
The plan wants “complete
demilitarisation” of Gaza and to
close off the territory’s southern
border with Egypt.
The document rejects
recognition of a Palestinian

end West's two-state myth

state. It also foresees a sizeable
“security buffer” within Gaza,
further reducing the size of the
already vastly overcrowded
territory.

The idea, peddled by some in
the West and most Arab regimes,
that Israel would ever accept a
two-state solution, including a
viable Palestinian state, is even
more of a fraud and a trap than
ever.

Dividing Gaza’s future into
near, medium and long-term
phases, the plan says Israel will
continue its 17-year siege and
will control local policing and
the teachings of schools and
mosques.

Netanyahu has also proposed
de-radicalisation programmes
for those in Gaza. He states
that he would want these
programmes to be established in
every educational, welfare and
religious institution in the area.

The content of these
programmes would be borrowed
from repressive Arab regimes
according to Netanyahu,
although he did not establish
which he would model them
after.

Implementing such a plan
would involve utterly destroying
resistance.
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RAFAH VOICE

‘Things are completely
out of control here’

THE OVER a million people
squeezed into Rafah in the south
of Gaza are living in a horrifying
state of limbo, waiting to see

if Israel will wage a full-scale
bloody assault on the area.

“Things have completely
gotten out of control. Nobody
understands what is happening
or what will happen here,”
said Ibitsam, who lives in Deir
el-Balah in central Gaza but has
recently fled to Rafah.

“We are all desperate as
negotiations failed and it feels like
there isn’t hope of a ceasefire. My
kids are constantly asking when
they will go back to our house,”
she told Socialist Worker.

Nightmare

“They dream of hot meals and
warm blankets. They want for
life to go back to how it was.
They can’t really cope with this
nightmare.”

The Israeli state has murdered
more than 30,000 Palestinians in
Gaza since 7 October.

Many more will be killed by
the Israeli state’s intentional

cutting off of aid and its targeting
of hospitals.

The Shehab news agency said
that, Mahmoud Fattouh, who was
just two months old, died from
malnutrition in al-Shifa hospital
last Sunday.

Paramedic

A paramedic who treated the
child said, “We saw a woman
carrying her baby, screaming for
help. Her pale baby seemed to be
taking his last breath.

“We rushed him to hospital,
and he was found to be suffering
acute malnutrition.

“Medical staff rushed him into
the ICU. The baby has not been
fed any milk for days, as baby
milk is totally absent in Gaza.”

Another baby, Muhammed
Zayegh, also was reported to
have died due to starvation.

Dr Hussam Abu Safiya, the
head of paediatrics at the Kamal
Adwan Hospital in northern
Gaza, explained that children are
dying in “significant numbers”
across Gaza due to “widespread
malnutrition”.

FROM THE WEST BANK

Israeli settlers attack a village in the Occupied West Bank as troops look on

"We cannot give up now.
There has to be resistance’

“THE ISRAELI forces
raid day and night,”
Abdullah, a Palestinian
living near the city of
Salfit in the West Bank,
told Socialist Worker
last Sunday.

“There are air strikes
by unmanned aerial
vehicles. Just last week,
one hita car, and at
least two people died,
and more were injured.

“The Israeli forces
have put up more
roadblocks and
checkpoints. Soldiers
have also set up more
garrisons. It's all to
humiliate us and to
make movement as
difficult as possible.”

“Israeli settlers are
also attacking us. My
family knows someone
who was picking olives
on his land. A group
of settlers came up to

him with their guns.
They told him ‘get off
our land' and he said
he wouldn't. They shot
him in front of his wife
and children,” Abdullah
explained.

“They have started
with Gaza, and now
they want to do the

same in the West Bank.”

He added that while
repression against
those speaking out is
getting worse, he won't
be silenced.

“We're united here in
the West Bank. We are
strong. We have groups
set up so we can warn
each other about
settler attacks or the
state of the roads.”

Abdullah added
that he doesn't think
diplomacy is going to
stop Israel’s assaults.

“We have tried to

negotiate for along
time. But it's not
worked. Israel will not
give in and neither will
its backers, like the US.

“That means that
we can't give up. There
can be no real peace
without justice. So |
say to those across
the world—you have to
resist.

“Mobilisation is very
important. Without a
mass movement there
will be no change.”

WHAT WE THINK

ISLAMOPHOBIA, PALESTINE
AND AROTTEN SYSTEM

HE BRITISH ruling class

is pushing a torrent of

Islamophobia. It isn’t what

has become the grimly

usual level of racism and
scapegoating—it’s a qualitative
shift linked to the movement over
Palestine. The long-standing attacks
on Muslims have crashed into the
mass movement in support of the
Palestinians and against Zionism
and imperialism.

That movement has mobilised
millions in Britain, including
hundreds of thousands of Muslims.
And Palestine has increasingly
become the defining political issue
— a test of whether you stand with
the oppressor or the oppressed.

We didn’t know the result of
the by-election in Rochdale when
Socialist Worker went to press. But
we can guarantee it will show deep
anger with both Tories and Labour.

Millions of people in Britain
are standing with oppressed
Palestinians. In response, politicians
are weaponising Islamophobia to
attack the Palestine movement,
scapegoating Muslims as
“incompatible with British values”.

Politicians are demonising
Palestinian activists as terrorists
and antisemites, scapegoating
Muslims as if they are “an enemy

WEST’S TROOPS TO UKRAINE?

RANCE'’S president Emmanuel

Macron refused to rule out

sending ground troops to
Ukraine on Monday. “Nothing
should be excluded,’ he insisted
after a European Union conference
centred on the war with Russia.

France is not set to launch an

open war with Russia. But Macron’s
statement shows the dangerous
escalation considered by Western
powers two years after the Russian
invasion. Before the summit, Slovak
prime minister Robert Fico cited a
“restricted document” listing topics
to be discussed.“These topics,”

Breakfast i
RED

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red
and get the latest news every day.

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfast-in-red

within”. Islamophobia is used

to divide up those who accept
“British values” and those who
don’t, where “British values” mean
obedience to the state.

Vile bigots such as Lee Anderson
and Suella Braverman are overt in
seeing Muslims as backwards and
yet sneakily capable of grasping
control in society.

But Islamophobia infects every
element of the Tory party, including
those who, for their own reasons,
cannot yet heartily endorse what
Anderson and Braverman say.

And remember that Anderson
was made Conservative deputy
chair to be the rough end of the
big business party, the former
miner designed to appeal to the
Red Wall constituencies.

Lee Anderson
and Suella
Braverman are
overt in seeing
Muslims as

backwards
]

he said, “imply that a number
of Nato and EU member states
are considering sending troops
to Ukraine.” The war is now a
stalemate. Ukraine, whose frontline
troops now have an average age of
43, is desperate for more forces to
shovel into the bloodbath.
Ukrainian leader Volodymyr
Zelensky'’s claim last week that
31,000 Ukrainian soldiers had died
so far is a gross underestimate.
United States officials nine
months ago put the number of
Ukrainian soldiers killed at 70,000
and as many as 120,000 injured.

socialistworker.co.uk

Our website brings together stories of
struggles the mainstream won’t report. It
helps you find socialist meetings, protests
and strikes—and the Marxist ideas and
activism to change the world.

But Starmer can’t challenge
the root of the latest explosion
of Islamophobia. He wants to say
don’t be nasty to Muslims but, at
the same time, cheer on Israel’s
genocidal policies in Gaza.

Labour says Anderson is wrong.
But a video emerged this week of
shadow chancellor Rachel Reeves
saying in October that the police
should do “everything within their
powers” to crack down on anti-
Zionists in Britain.

She told a Labour Friends of
Israel event that she understood
concerns about “the anti-Israeli
feeling that is allowed to flourish in
some communities in Britain”.

Which “communities” do you
think she meant?

The audience included Keir
Starmer;, shadow home secretary
Yvette Cooper and shadow foreign
secretary David Lammy. They
applauded Reeves.

The surge of Islamophobia is a
real threat to the working class.
It will encourage the far right and
the fascists.

We need to escalate solidarity
with Palestine and to hit back
against Islamophobia that flows
from the attack on the Palestinian
movement.And Starmer’s Labour
won’t do that.

Zelensky and sections of the
Ukerainian military have clashed
over whether to call up another
half million conscripts.

But they all agreed they need
more troops, shells, missiles,
planes—and money.

And the Western countries,
despite their own divisions, are
devising new ways to provide most
of what Ukraine wants.

Nato is an alliance for continual
wars for Western imperialist
expansion.VVe need to oppose
British, Nato and Russian
imperialism even more.
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ANALYSIS
|ALEX CALLINICOS

Could Al fad signal
another major crash?

THE POLITICAL news continues to be bad. But you
wouldn’t know it to judge by the state of the stock
markets.

The major markets in the United States, Europe and Japan
all reached record highs on Thursday last week.

There’s a broad mood of optimism because inflation is
falling.

Central banks are, therefore, expected to start reversing
the huge hike in interest rates they drove through in 2022-3.
But there are uncertainties about how quickly this will

happen. The leap in share prices last week was centred on
the technology sector that has proved so profitable in recent
years.

But the star of the show wasn’t one of the big tech giants,
but the previously obscure Silicon Valley company Nvidia.

As the Financial Times put it, “Two years ago, Nvidia
made most of its money selling graphics cards. It was a
household name only to the most dedicated PC gamers.”

Yet last week Nvidia announced its after-tax profits had
risen from £1.1 billion to more than £9.45 billion in the past
year.

In response its stock market valuation rose to £1.57
trillion, overtaking Amazon and Google to become the third
most highly priced company in the world, after Microsoft
and Apple. Why this transformation? Two letters— Al,
artificial intelligence.

The biggest recent tech sensation has come from the
launch of forms of Al, such as ChatGPT, that use large
language models.

Nvidia produces the bulk of the chips that are used to
train and run these models. Here we find ourselves dealing
with two levels of hype. The first is that ChatGPT and its like
represent the moment at which machines begin to match
and even to surpass human intelligence.

This is nonsense. What large language models do is to
take and process vast amounts of information.

This then allows them to predict the best answers to
questions put to them.

Noam Chomsky—not just a great anti-imperialist but
a theorist of language and mind—is nastier. He’s called
ChatGPT “sophisticated hi-tech plagiarism”.

He writes, “The human mind is not, like ChatGPT and
its ilk, a lumbering statistical engine for pattern matching,
gorging on hundreds of terabytes of data and extrapolating
the most likely conversational response or most probable
answer to a scientific question.”

Economic

This then takes us to the second level of hype about the
economic implications of AI. Many commentators argue

that the likes of ChatGPT will hugely boost productivity and
profits by making redundant many white-collar workers who
process information—for example, in law, healthcare, and
finance.

Indeed, as Matteo Pasquinelli shows in his fascinating
new book The Eye of the Master, Al historically has always
functioned as a means of appropriating workers’ knowledge
and reinforcing the hierarchies of power in production that
bosses dominate.

Investment in Al chips has increased massively. Nvidia
CEO Jensen Huang says that the total value of all the
equipment in data centres will rise to £1.57 trillion in the
next four or five years.

Other self-interested voices, for example, Sam Altman,
the controversial boss of OpenAl, which developed ChatGPT,
are also talking up the scale of Al investment. Even if there
proves to be some merit in these predictions, Nvidia may not
continue to dominate the market.

The tech giants Microsoft, Amazon and Google have
started to produce their own chips and chipmaker AMD
is already catching up with Nvidia. The whole scene is
beginning to resemble the dotcom bubble at the end of the
1990s, which was driven by hype about the internet, then
its early days. Enough fibre-optic cable was laid to span the
earth several times.

Then the crash came in 2000— an early warning of the
much greater global financial crisis of 2007-9.

One tech strategist told the Financial Times, “There is a
dislocation between valuations versus fundamentals in some
areas. That happened in 2000. It’s a trading casino.”

Protesting against the last Labour government

Labour has a terri
record of Islamop

by YURIPRASAD

LABOUR LEADER Keir
Starmer is trying to capi-
talise on the Islamophobia
crisis engulfing the Tories
(see pages 2 and 3).

He attacked prime minis-
ter Rishi Sunak last weekend,
accusing him of harbouring
“extremists in his party”.

“It’s right that Lee
Anderson has lost the whip
after this appalling racist and
Islamophobic outburst,” said
Starmer.

“But what does it say
about the prime minister’s
judgement that he made Lee
Anderson deputy chairman of
his party?”

Of course, Starmer is right
to say that Anderson is the tip
of the iceberg of Tory racism.
Yet his posing as a friend of
Muslims doesn’t stand up to
examination.

Support

Instead, it’s a ploy to win
back anti-war support that
the Labour leader initially
seemed happy to lose.

Labour has been slavish in
its backing of Israel’s war on
Palestine, which has been the
main driver of a recent explo-
sion of Islamophobia.

During the uproar that fol-
lowed, rather than apologise,
he claimed he’d never said
the words, even though they
were televised.

But Labour’s vilification
of Palestinians goes further
than one interview and the

refusal to vote for a ceasefire
in Gaza.

Back in October last year
the party’s sent an email to
members urging them to
“exercise caution” and stay
away from protests over the
war.

David Evans, Labour’s
general secretary, said,
“Individuals will not have
the ability to control who
they are photographed along-
side and this risks threaten-
ing the Labour Party’s abil-
ity to campaign against any
form of racism and
discrimination.”

That terrible slur on the
pro-Palestine movement
implied that the marches are
a cover for antisemitism.

And Starmer was deter-
mined to go further still.

He used a visit to the
South Wales Islamic Centre
in Cardiff last autumn to
claim Muslim support for his
agenda.

Keir Starmer cheering up people in Reading

His social media posts
afterwards implied that he
had persuaded those he met
of Labour’s pro-Israel posi-
tion. In fact it outraged them.

Labour’s arrogance, believ-
ing that it can speak for
Muslims even while justify-
ing their slaughter, stems
from generations of Asians
supporting the party.

But this might not be the
case for much longer. The
party’s terrible stance on the
genocide in Gaza infuriated
many Labour members and
supporters—both Muslim
and non-Muslim.

British Muslims’ identifi-
cation with Labour as their
“natural choice” fell by 49
percentage points, from 72
percent in 2021 to just 29
percent in 2023.

The party leadership’s ini-
tial reaction to the loss of
voters and councillors was
to claim it as a victory for
Starmerism.

ble
hobia

One Labour executive
member said their exit was
“good riddance”. Another
Labour source told the editor
of the Jewish Chronicle news-
paper that the party was
“shaking off the fleas”.

But even the most preju-
diced in the party are realis-
ing a terrible election arith-
metic—that the loss of so
many thousands of Muslim
and left wing votes will cost
Labour seats.

That’s why Labour lead-
ers now want to be seen as
opponents of Islamophobia
and why Starmer spoke out
strongly against the Tories.

Yet the party cannot escape
from the logic of imperialism
and racism.

It’s no accident that
Islamophobia has grown
along side the West’s wars
on the Middle East and
Asia.

In order to justify the hor-
rors of Afghanistan, Iraq,
Syria and Palestine, our
rulers have dehumanised
“the enemy”. They tell us that
Muslims are not “like us” and
that their pain is unlike “our”
pain.

It is a process that allows
wars of the utmost barbar-
ity to be labelled battles for
“civilisation”.

Labour’s racism doesn’t
simply flow from Starmer
and the party’s right wing.

It comes from Labour’s tra-
dition of support for imperial-
ism and colonialism that has
been hardwired into Labour
since birth.
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Workersin

Egypt strike

and occupy

for pay rise

The women garment workers whose
strikes fed into the 2011 Egyptian
Revolution are on strike again,
writes Charlie Kimber

THOUSANDS OF women gar-
ment workers in Egypt’s big-
gest textile factory in Mahalla
al-Kubra struck last week.
They occupied the factory
square and declared they would
fight until bosses meet their
demands for a pay rise.

They were joined by men from
the weaving and spinning sheds.
All of these workers were still out
at the beginning of this week.

Last Saturday around 7,000
strikers gathered in the factory
square for a mass meeting.

The huge factory in northern
Egypt employs 14,000 people.
It was the detonator of a major
wave of strikes which fed into the
eruption of the 2011 Egyptian
Revolution.

It is struggles like this that
can fuse with the agitation over
Palestine and show the path
to wider revolt across the Middle
East.

A supervisor at a clothing fac-
tory, told Mada Masr online news-
paper that on Thursday of last
week the workers in her building
started chanting slogans.

They then stopped work as the
chants spread from one building to
another.

Security personnel sealed off
exits to prevent the women from
spilling into the complex’s cen-
tral square, known as Talaat Harb
Square.

Unlock

But the scale of the revolt forced
security personnel to unlock the
factory gates as workers began to
gather inside the plant and hold
meetings.

In an effort to hold down work-
ing class anger, Egypt’s repres-
sive president Abdul Fattah
al-Sisi recently announced a rise
in the minimum wage for state
workers.

The figure he decreed is more

than many Mahalla workers
receive.

Although the Misr Spinning and
Weaving Company in Mahalla is
owned by the state, the decision to
raise the minimum wage does not
apply to it as it is affiliated with
business companies that are not
included in the state’s budget.

Workers marched out chant-
ing, “We want our rights. What's
happened about the president’s
decisions?”

A worker at the company said,
“The workers are boiling over, and
the salaries of a large number have
not reached 4,000 pounds (£100)
a month.

“This is despite the long years of
service—and the president raised
the minimum to 6,000 pounds
(£150 a month).”

Nightmare

They added, “We are now living
in a daily nightmare to meet the
needs of our families.”

The strike is also a battle to
save jobs.

The worker said, “The
company’s machines have been
idle for a long time due to
mismanagement.

“Recruitment has been halted
for many years because they want
to liquidate the assets and keep us
at home. This happened at other
textile companies.

“If our demands are not met,
things will escalate.”

The Egyptian Revolutionary
Socialists said many people will
remember the role Mahalla work-
ers played in the 2011 revolution.

They said the battle now is in “a
different context”.

“The security grip adopted by
al-Sisi’s regime has had a profound
impact on the decline of the labour
movement.

“It opened the door wide to the
crushing of workers’ wages.

“Hence the Mahalla workers’

TEXTILE WORKERS in Egypt
out on strike for better pay

strike comes as good news and
a central event in light of these
unbearable conditions.”

Mahalla workers are not the
only ones fighting back.

Around 2,500 workers at
the Universal electrical appli-
ances production company in
6 October city, part of the greater
Cairo area, struck for two days last

YEMEN

Imperialist bombs continue to b

BRITAIN AND the
United States launched
their fourth wave
of military assaults
against Yemen last
weekend.

Australia, Bahrain,
Canada, Denmark,
the Netherlands and

Sea. The Houthis are
carrying out their
action in solidarity with
the Palestinians.

After the latest
blasts, the Houthis
responded with
defiance.

Yahya Saree, a

week.They returned after winning
a rise of £12 a month.

Bosses had threatened to with-
hold January’s wages if the strike
continued.

A big escalation in the strug-
gles of workers and the poor in
Egypt, Jordan and other parts of
the Middle East would be the big-
gest challenge to imperialism and

Zionism in the region.

The strikes come as Sisi—by
closing the Rafah crossing—helped
Israel to pen in the people of Gaza
and starve them of basic supplies
and other aid.

Ruling classes everywhere will
fear economic and political revolt
against imperialism and the Arab
regimes’ rulers.

ast Houthis

duties towards

the Palestinian people.
“Military operations

will not stop unless

the aggression stops

and the siege on the

Palestinian people

in the Gaza Strip is

lifted,” he added.

New Zealand provided
support for the
operation.

Apart from the joint
action, the US has
also been carrying out
almost daily raids on
Yemen.

The blasts hit 18
targets across eight
locations in Yemen—
revenge for Houthi
attacks on Western
shipping in the Red

spokesperson for

the group, pledged
that the Houthis
would “confront the
American-British
escalation with more
military operations
against all hostile
targets in the Red and
Arab Seas’.

The Houthis will
“persist in upholding
their religious, moral
and humanitarian

Air strike on
Yemen last weekend

According to a tally
by The Associated
Press news agency,
the Houthis have
launched at least 57
attacks on commercial
and military ships in
the Red Sea and the
Gulf of Aden since 19
November.

And the pace of
attacks has picked
up in the last two
weeks.
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Goldsmiths
occupation
demands
Gaza justice

Students have taken over a university
building and are demanding
recognition of the Gaza genocide by
Israel reports Isabel Ringrose

GOLDSMITHS STUDENTS were
in occupation at the start of this
week, having started on Tuesday
of last week. They’re not leaving
until the university recognises
there’s a genocide in Gaza.

The students in south London
have hosted teach-ins, music events
and film screenings since occupying
the Stuart Hall building.

The building is covered in ban-
ners and the students have created
an exhibition about Palestine and
the occupation. From the occu-
pation, Samira said students are
“determined”.

“Management visited us last
Thursday and agreed to a meeting
on Monday of this week,” she told
Socialist Worker.

“But we set conditions. Before
any meeting management has to
release a statement recognising the
genocide in Gaza.

“We'’ve also said that the meet-
ing has to happen in our occupa-
tion and we want the management
team, council and academic board
present.”

Samira said the students are
“confident” and feel like manage-
ment is “on the back foot”.

“Continuing to keep up pres-
sure is the only way to win,” she
explained. “We said last Tuesday we
wouldn’t move until we were seen.

“Management said it had
addressed every demand. It hasn’t.
It gave us rubbish answers.”

The students grilled Frances
Corner, university warden. She
told them she knew there was a
genocide.

“So we asked why that’s not been
reflected in any of management’s
statements,” Samira Added

“We were unhappy with its
response—and continued to
occupy.”

“Students are frustrated,” Samira
said, “We feel management said
what it thought we wanted to hear.”

The students have had an out-
pouring of support for their act of
solidarity with Palestinians.

BACK STORY

Goldsmiths university has
failed to call out Israel’s
genocide

®University management
continues to intimidate pro-
Palestine activists.

@The university has investments
in surveillance companies
producing software for Israeli
arms manufacturers.

®Goldsmiths has a definition of
antisemitism that conflates
anti-zionism with antisemitism

“Students and staff have backed
the teach-ins. We’ve had lectur-
ers moving their lectures into the
occupation and opening them up,”
Samira explained

“Last Wednesday we had a soli-
darity rally with local activists and
other students from Soas, UCL and
Royal College of Arts joining.

“We’ve also had a Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions work-
shop with the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign.

Organised

“We had a teach-in with the
Palestinian Youth Movement and
last Friday an event with medics and
journalists called, ‘Medics and media
under siege’, which Healthcare
Workers for Palestine organised to
support us.

“We have more students coming
through, and roughly 20 here at any
one time.”

Samira says the students have
turned the Stuart Hall building “into
a space for radical learning”.

“Loads of people have brought us
solidarity in the form of food and
supplies.

“But we say the best way to offer
others solidarity is to take action or
students to call out their own uni-
versities’ complicity.

“We want to see more occupa-
tions for Palestine.”

DISCUSSION IN the Goldsmiths occupation (main)
and its demands (inset)

PicTURE:GUY SMALLMAN

UN says Israeli troops murder and rape

UNITED NATIONS (UN) experts
say they have evidence of
executions of women by Israeli
soldiers.

And they have seen “credible
allegations” that Palestinian
women and girls have been
subjected to sexual assaults,
including rape, while in Israeli
detention.

In a report issued on
Monday of last week they say,
“Palestinian women and girls
have reportedly been arbitrarily
executed in Gaza, often together
with family members, including
their children.”

“We are shocked by reports
of the deliberate targeting
and extrajudicial killing of

Protest soldier dies

AARON Bushnell, age 25, an
active duty member of the US
military, self-immolated outside
the Israeli embassy in Washington
DC last Sunday in protest against
the genocide in Gaza. He died

o from his injuries on Monday
morning.

His last words posted online
were, “l am about to engage inan
extreme act of protest.

“But compared to what people
have been experiencing in
Palestine at the hands of their
colonisers, itis not extreme at all.

“This is what our ruling class has
decided will be normal.”

Palestinian women and children
in places where they sought
refuge, or while fleeing.

“Some of them were
reportedly holding white
pieces of cloth when they were
killed by the Israeli army or
affiliated forces,” the experts
said. On at least one occasion,
Palestinian women detained
in Gaza were allegedly kept
in a cage in the rain and cold,
without food.

“We are particularly distressed
by reports that Palestinian
women and girls in detention
have also been subjected to
multiple forms of sexual
assault.”

Palestinian women and girls

have been “stripped naked and
searched by male Israeli army
officers,” the panel members
said.

Reem Alsalem UN Special
Rapporteur on Violence
against Women and Girls said
that in a wave of detentions of
Palestinian women and girls
after the start of the Israeli
assaults following 7 October,
there was an increasingly
permissive attitude towards
sexual assault in Israeli
detention centres.

“Violence and dehumanisation
of Palestinian women and
children and civilians has been
normalised throughout this
war,” Alsalem added.

‘Children in Gaza ask to die’

THE secretary general

of Doctors Without “These

before their eyes.”

birth in plastic tents
and public buildings.

Borders, Christopher
Lockyear, slammed
the appalling
conditions in Gaza.
He said, “Children
who survive this war
will not only bear
the visible wounds of
traumatic injuries but
the invisible ones too.
“Those of repeated
displacement, constant
fear, and witnessing
family members
literally dismembered

psychological injuries
have led children as
young as five to tell
us they would prefer
to die.

“The humanitarian
crisis in Gaza has
left pregnant women
without medical care
for months.

“Women in
labour cannot reach
functional delivery
rooms.

“They are giving

“Medical teams
have added a new
acronym to their
vocabulary WCNSF—
wounded child, no
surviving family.

“The humanitarian
response in Gaza
today is an illusion—a
convenient illusion
that perpetuates a
narrative that this war
is being waged in line
with international
laws.”
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Galloway
In Rochdale

I HAVE to take fraternal
issue with Socialist
Worker (21 February) not
advocating a vote for
George Galloway in the
Rochdale by-election.

I have no dispute about
his reactionary political
positions.

However when we vote
Labour we do not make
our vote conditional on a
candidates politics.

Indeed we say we have
no illusions in Labour, but
others do, so we say we
will “Vote Labour, but
hold our noses”.

A large number of
prospective Labour
candidates have worst
reactionary viewpoints.

I would only not vote
Labour if the candidate
was a racist or a socialist
candidate was standing.

The current movement
has seen the back of the
vile Suella Braverman as
home secretary and a shift
in the Labour leadership’s
position on Palestine.

This helps us when
discussing with Labour
Party members and
suggest they would be
more effective outside the
party.

To relate to Asians in
Rochdale we have to be
seen to be on the side of
the Palestinians.

And like it or not this
by-election is a plebiscite
on Palestine.

The issue of the
environmental disaster is
vitally important to
people.

But I would politely
suggest it is not a crucial
issue in this particular
by-election.

Peter Marsden
Preston

Solidarity with trans kids

NEX BENEDICT, a 16-year-
old Cherokee non-binary
teen, was murdered in the
girls’ bathroom by fellow
students in Oklahoma,
United States, recently.

Nex initially survived
the attack. The school
failed to call an
ambulance and Nex died
the following day.

The murder comes one
month after the
appointment of anti-trans
bigot Chaya Raichik to a
local advisory committee
to “make schools safer”.
Raichik runs the infamous
“Libs of TikTok” Twitter

PEALLY , WE SHOULD COUNT OUESELVES LVUY,
ARCARENTLY SemE PEXRLE AAVE BEEw A T T

AVPE To SeMmFE BLITISH MPs. ..

ILLUSTRATION: TiM SANDERS

nited action has shamed
complicit firms off campus

WE ARE thrilled to announce a
significant victory in our campaign
for ethical engagement and
accountability at Liverpool John
Morres University (LJMU).
Following a campaign, BAE Systems
and Hewlett Packard Enterprise
decided to withdraw from the jobs
fair last week.

Both firms are linked to the
slaughter in Gaza.

We achieved this small but
important win with the unwavering
solidarity of students, staff and the
wider Liverpool community.

This decision marks a moment of
triumph in our continuous effort to
align the university’s practices with
its professed values of inclusivity,
courage and making a positive
difference.

However, our struggle does not

end here. While we celebrate this
achievement, we acknowledge it as
a single step in a much longer
journey. LJMU has indicated that it
does not intend to exclude these
companies from future events.

This response underscores the
challenge we face in holding
institutions accountable and
ensuring that our educational
spaces do not become complicit in
systems of oppression.

This victory serves as a reminder
of the power of collective action.

Through solidarity among staff
and students we mounted
sufficient pressure to challenge the
constraints of oppressive
institutions.

Our success is a testament to the
strength of our united front, driven
by a shared commitment to

freedom for Palestinians from
Israeli apartheid.

Let us use this momentum to
continue our advocacy, not just
within LJMU but across all spaces
where we see injustice. Our fight
goes beyond a single event. It is a
continuous push for systemic
change.

We call on the entire university
community to remain engaged,
informed, and ready to stand
together against any form of
complicity with oppression.

We must immediately act to end
the ongoing genocide of
Palestinians.

We must take a stand in
solidarity and escalate our actions
for Palestine.

Danny
Liverpool student

Stop university censorship of staff

account, which whips up
anti-trans hate, resulting
in death threats against
pro-trans education
workers.

In Britain, one year on
from the murder of trans
teen Brianna Ghey, the
Tories are trying to
introduce new guidelines
for schools. These will
force schools to “out”
trans kids and ban them
from using their preferred
facilities. Trans kids are
under attack. We must
organise with them.

Liam Tuckwood
Newcastle

ON TUESDAY last week
UCU union staff at Queen
Mary (QM) university in
London discovered their
office had been broken into
by maintenance. Posters
with “From the River to the
Sea” written on them had
been confiscated.

Why physically censor
staff’s speech? To protect
free speech, of course.

According to
management, students
might confuse staff’s
posters for Queen Mary
taking a principled stand
against Israeli occupation.

Management has argued

the free speech of staff
somehow suppresses
students’ free speech.

This doesn’t surprise us.
The 100 percent wage
deductions against striking
QM staff last year were
justified as “protecting

students’ education”.

But QM students won’t
be shields for mangement
attacks.

We continue to stand in
solidarity with Palestine
and our educators, as we
did on the day of
workplace and student
action on 7 February.

We recognise the same

capitalist system that
exploits staff is fleecing
us with rising rents and
fees.

That system backs
Israel—not to defend
Jewish people but as a
watchdog for imperialist
profits and geopolitical
interests.

QM’s claims of free
speech will be a joke until
workers, students and the
wider society—not highly
paid senior mangement—
democratically control our
universities and society.

Sean
Quenn Mary student

Justa
thought... )

Sudan on
famine brink

THE ONGOING

war has destroyed
Sudan’s agriculture
and production, with
the harvest declared

a failure. Around 18
million people have
been puhed into famine
—double the number
last year.

Sudan is on the brink
of being the world’s
largest hunger crisis for
decades.

The United Nations
and the world’s
governments have
failed the Sudanese
people. Urgent action
is needed—global
humanitarian support
and solidarity.

Khalid Taha,
of the Alliance of Demand-
Based Campaigns (TAM)

Protesting,
not policing

STOP THE War posted
on Twitter that arrests
made on the recent
national Palestine
demo represent just
0.006 percent of the
protesters.

The tweet goes on to
say, “Police on today’s
march would have
been better employed
arresting shoplifters on
Oxford Street.”

Our movement
is taking on the
government and arms of
the state. We shouldn’t
scapegoat others
suggesting the police
should target them
instead.

Miriam Scharf
East London

Get rid of the
house speaker

MPS CALLING for a

vote of no confidence

in the speaker of the

House of Commons are

absolutely right.

If not to assist

basic debate and more

importantly convene

MPs’ votes, what is the

role of the speaker?

Steven

Edinburgh

Rishi Sunak
reassures rich

RISHI SUNAK told
farmers at the annual
National Farmers’ Union
conference “l have your
back™
This was from a
millionaire who knows
nothing about farming.
Rishi was reassuring the
rich that the Tories won't
squeeze their profits.
Sara
Coventry
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EX-LABOUR
COUNCILLOR
PUTS LABOUR
UNDER FIRE

Labour is failing over Palestine, racism and
Islamophobia. Isabel Ringrose speaks to Habib
Rahman—who had enough and quit Labour

what former Labour coun-
cillor Habib Rahman said
about his decision to leave
the party.

“It came to a crunch point,” he told
Socialist Worker. “Every one of us has
a certain level of tolerance.

“I don’t see the Labour Party as my
loss—I'm their loss. And thousands
more people are in the same situation
as me.”

Habib is fully endorsing the No
Ceasefire No Vote conference hosted
by former Labour councillors and left
wing activists who are looking to act
over Palestine outside of Labour.

But Keir Starmer’s murderous posi-
tion on Gaza wasn’t the defining reason
Habib tore his membership up.

He says he was in an “ongoing battle
to fight institutional racism” within
Labour.

“It’s been a long process over the
last couple of years,” he said. “It was
a really terrible and sad moment to
leave, especially as a life-long Labour
supporter.

“But there was no other alternative—
it’s not the party I joined. It’s gone in
a totally different direction under the
current leader, pitching itself as right
wing as possible.”

Inside Labour, Habib says he was
subjected “to hate and Islamophobic
abuse”. “I submitted a formal complaint
to the party’s complaints body.

“It found the person guilty but only
passed on a 12-month suspension—not
complete expulsion. I have seeg Labo
members expelled for smaller iska

T WAS a straightforward
decision to make.” That's

abib Rahman

that.”

It’s not just Muslims that Habib
thinks aren’t taken seriously by Labour.

“There’s disproportionate discrimina-
tion. Young women are not supported
in taking the next steps from a member
to local politics.

“Neither are people of colour, or
people of particular faiths.

“Elite groups of people only side with
elite groups. I will never fit in, but nei-
ther will I change nor compromise on
my beliefs.”

Despite the damning 2022 Forde
report into racism in the party, Habib
explained that Labour picks and chooses
the discrimination it deals with.

“When there was an issue of anti-
semitism within the Labour Party it was
rightly dealt with.

“I see the Labour party taking one
form of discrimination more seriously
than another. Those who are suffering
from abuse and discrimination should
be supported.

“But that’s not been the case and
instead the perpetrators have been pro-
tected and supported. That’s a really
sorry state of affairs.”

Habib joined Labour in 2007 and was
first elected as a councillor in 2010. He
became mayor for a year in 2021.

Alongside being a newly independ-
ent councillor, he works for a refugee
charity.

“I thought I could continue to fight
and make changes in Labour,” he said.
“But I was banging my head against a
brick wall. It wears you out.”

Habib says that while there were

o i in Labour, he was look-
ger picture”.

“In Britain there’s not many people
who want to be governed under this
clueless and cruel Tory government.

“I was hellbent on getting Labour in
charge. But the party hasn’t been on the
right track.

“Its stance on the refugee crisis isn’t
something I supported. We should be
a party that unquestionably welcomes
people fleeing persecution, violence
and war.

“We shouldn’t apply limitations.
But I believed this fight could be had
internally.”

The turning point was 7 October.
“Starmer has shot himself to the ground
in his current position,” he said.

“I don’t see Labour winning the gen-
eral election with a majority. Starmer
has fragmented everything. His single-
mindedness and right wing views will

cost Labour.”

Habib adds that the damage was
done with Starmer’s LBC interview.

“Who in their right mind, especially
as leader of the opposition, says another
country has the right to withhold vital
resources like energy, food and water?

“It’s unbelievable. He should have
come straight back with an apology, but
his attempts haven’t been good enough.

“Calling for a pause in the bombard-
ment and killing of innocent people is
not good enough.

“A ceasefire isn’t good enough. I
want to see an immediate end to the
genocide.

“To me a ceasefire means it could all
start again. Palestinians have the right
to live in their own land.”

The Parlimentary Labour Party

| see the Lahour
Party taking one form
of discrimination
more seriously

than another
|

Healthcare workers
march through central
London, demanding
‘No Ceasefire, No Vote’

the number of councillors that have
left Labour since October 7

6,361

the number of Labour councillors left

6,361

the number of Labour councillors
without spines

READ MORE

®Revolutionaries and election, by
Joseph Choonara, International
Socialism Journal Issue 179, Available
at Bookmarks for £5

®Socialist Worker interview with
Kirklees councillor that resigned,
tinyurl.com/Kirkleesresignation

®Socialist Worker interview with
Labour leader in Wales that resigned,
tinyurl.com/Labourresignation

Build movement on the

streets, not |

KEIR STARMER’S continued
protection of Israel’s genocide in
Gaza—and murderous failure to
stand up for the Palestinians—has
created a movement outside of
Labour.

In electoral terms, some 70
councillors across England have
quit the party and are sitting as
independents. And more should join
them.

The chaos in parliament last week,
with the Tories and Labour teaming
up to shut down a vote on a ceasefire,
shows the blood-soaked priorities of
Keir Starmer and Rishi Sunak.

Socialist Worker welcomes
electoral challenges to Labour
and will back credible left wing
candidates at future elections.

The millions that have taken to
the streets, and continue to march,
occupy and campaign, have rightly
raged against anyone standing in the
way of an end to the slaughter.

It has given confidence to a new
force to campaign for Palestine away
from Labour.

The No Ceasefire No Vote
conference, organised by
independent socialist councillors,
is the biggest movement by the left
against Labour for years. It is set to
meet in central London on Saturday
of this week and in Blackburn on 13
April.

Its website says the conference
“brings together independent
socialist councillors, general election
candidates and activists who are
committed to justice for Palestinians”.

Ever since Jeremy Corbyn’s
downfall it’s been clear that the
Labour Party is no place for the left.

More councillors, Labour
supporters and MPs need to turn
away from Labour for good.

And not just because it fails over
Palestine. Labour is a pro-imperialist,
pro-business and pro-class party—
and it always has been.

Fighting for change outside of
Labour brings parliamentary politics
closer to those on the street, and puts
pressure on mainstream politicians
and trade union leaders to act.

But there are limitations to a
pro-Palestine movement that seeks
change in the halls of parliament.

As Socialist Worker goes to print,
people are voting in the Rochdale
election. It is a by-election on Gaza.

In Rochdale, George Galloway is
running on a pro-Palestine ticket,
saying in January that he would
“teach Labour and Keir Starmer a

More councillors,
Labour supporters
and MPs need to turn
away from Labour
for good

N parliament

lesson”.

The disgraced and dumped Labour
candidate Azhar Ali no longer has the
backing of Starmer and the party has
walked away from the contest in its
10,000-vote majority.

The Liberal Democrat candidate
Farooq Ahmed was seen campaigning
for Galloway.

But Galloway’s Workers Party of
Britain—campaigning for “workers
not wokers”—supports Palestine but
at the expense of other causes such as
refugees and trans rights.

The Workers Party pitches working
class people against the issues that
are in their interests to fight against.

Other electoral opportunists may
also do that same, whipping up
reactionary ideas hidden under the
Palestinian flag.

And other Labour representatives
may also ditch the party to save their
own skin—and say whatever they can
to keep their seat.

Labour’s support among Muslims
has dropped to 43 percent—with 23
percent undecided.

But overall, Labour’s polling hasn’t
taken too much of a dent.

Ordinary people rightly want an
end to the Tory regime of horror.
They see a vote for Starmer as the
way to do that.

Connecting the biggest movement
on the streets for decades with other
issues working class people face
is the way to not just kick out the
Tories.

It is a way to achieve an alternative
from parliamentary methods.

For instance, the mass strike wave
in Britain last year can also play a
huge role in a new movement outside
of Labour.

Energised

The energised Palestine movement
has refused to be intimidated by
Islamophobia and state repression.

It can be the core of a new politics
based on the streets and action in
the workplaces, not dependent on
whatever happens in parliament.

Starmer in power will disillusion
ordinary people even further and give
rise to far right forces that seek to
capitalise on the despair and attack
“woke” policies.

One of the most exciting elements
of the Palestine movement is that
Labourism has not constrained it.

It’s driven by the justified rage
against Starmer as well as the
horrors of Zionism. But revolutionary
politics—that looks further than
the next election and how many
votes Labour loses—is the only real
alternative for lasting change and
politics without compromise.

Building a revolutionary alternative
means battling outside the usual halls
of power to hurt Starmer. It also
provides a real solution to the murder
in Gaza and crises capitalism will
continue to hurl ordinary people into.

No Ceasefire No Vote is a conference
organised by independent socialist
councillors. The conference is happening
in central London on this Saturday and in
Blackburn on 13 April.

tinyurl.com/ceasefireconference
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WHAT WE

STAND FOR Socialist
These are the core politics of Workers

the Socialist Workers Party. Pa rty
INDEPENDENT WORKING meetings
e o You are welcome to

Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and democratically plans how they
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.

—[HE RADICAL TRADITION OF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm
281-634-5938

CHESTERFIELD
Thu7 Mar,

7pm
828-532-8731

KENT
Thu7 Mar,
7.30pm

LONDON:HACKNEY
Thu7 Mar,
7.30pm

LONDON:WALTHAM
FOREST
Wed 6 Mar, 7.30pm,

PLYMOUTH
Thu7 Mar,
7pm,

join our meetings to
take part in discussion
and to find out about
our local activities.

Some Socialist
Workers Party
meetings are “hybrid”
where people attend
in person or on Zoom.

If your local meeting
is accessible via
Zoom the meeting
ID will be included in

Warehouse Cafe 434-623-8064 Halkevi Centre 543-23-057 897-1685-8334 the list on this page.

THERE IS NO 54 Allison Street Room 2, Friends Meeting Hse, 31 Dalston Lane William Morris Centre  Quaker Meeting House The password for
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD B55TH Chesterfield Library, 6The Friars, E83DF Greenleaf Road, Hyde Park House all meetings (unless
The structures of the present New Beetwell Canterbury E176QQ 74 Mutley Plain indicated otherwise)
parliament, army, police and BLACK COUNTRY, St,S401Q CT12AS LONDON:HARINGEY PL46LF is 967537
judiciary cannot be taken over SHROPS & STAFFS Wed 6 Mar, LONDON: :
and used by the working class. Wed 6 Mar, 7.30pm DUNDEE LANCASTER & 7.30pm WEST & NW PORTSMOUTH
They grew up under capitalism 914-9548-131 Wed 6 Mar, MORECAMBE 459-388-1576 Thu7 Mar, 7.30pm, Wed 6 Mar, LEICESTER
and are designed to protect the St Peters Café, 7pm Thu7 Mar, StJohnVianney Church ~ 835-5254-5560 Tpm, Fasci d the ext
ruling class against the workers. Exchange St, 894-2628-7708 7.30pm hall, Bay 20 Centre, 488-934-2809 ‘ascismand the extreme

The working class needs an Wolverhampton, DundeeVolunteerand ~ 992-204-9372 386 West Green Rd, 71 St Marks Rd, Somerstown right in the 21st century
entirely different kind of state—a WV11TS Voluntary Action Friends Meeting House ~ N153QL W106JG Community Centre, —how do we fight them
workers'state based upon 10 Constitution Rd, Meeting House Lane River St, Sat9 Mar,
councils of workers’ delegates and BRIGHTON & HOVE DD11LL Lancaster, LONDON:SOUTH MANCHESTER Southsea, 7pm

aworkers’militia.

At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.

We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence. We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.

We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice

Thu7 Mar, 7pm
589-4176-7501
Friends Meeting House
Ship St, BN1 1AF

BRISTOL

Thu7 Mar, 7pm
Palestine Museum
& Cultural Centre
27 Broad St
BS12HG

CARDIFF

Wed 6 Mar, 7.30pm
512-655-3689
YMCA Plas.

2 Shakespeare St,
CF24 3ES

EXETER & DEVON
Thu7 Mar,

7pm
8865-2972-2883
Exeter community
centre,

17 St. Davids Hill,
Exeter

EX43RG

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 6 Mar,

Tpm
428-926-9492
The Mission

Lord St

HD11QA

LA11TX

LEEDS

Thu7 Mar,

7pm

992-204-9372

The Swarthmore
Education Centre
2-7Woodhouse Square
LS31AD

LIVERPOOL

Wed 6 Mar,

7pm

493-925-5919
Quaker Meeting House
22 School Ln,

L13BT

Wed 13 Mar,

7pm
859-6433-5114
Pass: 820061
VidaWalsh Centre
2b Saltoun Rd,
Brixton

SW21EP

LONDON:
SOUTH EAST
Thu 14 Mar,

7pm
529-913-6390
Moonshot Centre,
Angus St,

New Cross
SE146LU

Wed 6 Mar, 7pm
Friends Meeting
6 Mount St M25NS

NEWCASTLE
Thu7 Mar, 7pm,
DiverCity Hub,

120 Buckingham St,
NE45QU

NORWICH &
EASTANGLIA

Wed 6 Mar, 7.30pm,
906-652-5299
Charing Cross Centre,
19 St.John
Maddermarket,
NR21DN

PO54EY

SHEFFIELD
Thu7Mar,

7pm,

St Mary’s Church,
Bramall Lane,
S24Qz

SWANSEAAND
WESTWALES
Thu7Mar,

7pm,
902-964-963
The Environment
Centre

Pier St,
SA11RY

ABERDEEN

A new far right across
Europe—how do we fight it?
Thu 7 Mar, 6pm

Quaker Meeting House,

98 Crown Street, AB11 6HJ
BOURNEMOUTH

Lenin, the state

and revolution

Thu7 Mar,7.30pm
Brewhouse and Kitchen
152-154 Commercial Rd
BH25LU

BRADFORD

Celebrating women rebels
—from Rosa Luxemburg
to Leila Khaled

Thu7 Mar, 7pm
885-9187-7552

Friends Meeting House,

9 Russell Street, BD5 0JB

CAMBRIDGE
Arebel’s guide to
Alexandra Kollontai
Thu7 Mar, 7pm
681-800-4408

Box Cafe, 47 Norfolk St,
CB12LD
COLCHESTER
Socialism and war
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm
4664782013
Victoria Inn, North
Station Road,
CO11RB

COVENTRY
Revolutionaries

and elections

Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
Friends Meeting House
Hill Street, CV1 4AN

DERBY

Do we need violence
to heat imperialism
and win liberation?
Wed 6 Matr,

7pm

535-864-6840

West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Road,
DE22 1BL

DORSET

Taking on the far right
and fascism— lessons
from Germany

Thu7 Mar,

7.30pm
839-6672-6883
United Church

Charles Street
Dorchester

DT11EE

EAST MIDLANDS
ACAB—why we should
aholish the police
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm
354-874-4790

The Playwright,

38 Shakespeare St,
Nottingham NG1 4FQ
EDINBURGH

Lenin,the state

and revolution

Wed 6 Mar, 7pm
Friends Meeting House,
7 VictoriaTerrace, Victoria St,
EH12JL

GLASGOW

Womenand Islam
Thu7 Mar, 7pm
Townhead Village Hall,
60 St Mungo Ave,
G40PL

HARLOW

The Raytheon 9 —taking
on the arms industry
Thu7 Mar,

7.30pm,
832-8746-7480
Mountsteven Room,
Moot House,
CM203HB

HASTINGS

Leila Khaled—icon of
Palestinian liberation
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm,

The White Rock Hotel
1-10 White Rock
TN341JU

HOME COUNTIES
Celebrating Palestinian
women'’s resistance
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm,
8341-170-103

50 Rutland St,LE1 1RD
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Fighting antisemitism today
Thu7 Mar,7.15pm,
874-012-7970

Old Fire Station,

84 Mayton Street, N7 6QT
LONDON:NEWHAM

What kind of socialist
party do we need?

Wed 6 Mar, 7pm,
288-098-8827

Stratford Advice Arcade,

107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
What kind of socialist
party do we need?

Wed 6 Mar, 7.15pm

St Paul’s Church,

St Stephen’s Rd, E3 5JL
LUTON

The ideas of Angela Davis
Tue 5 Mar, 7pm,

Dallow Centre, 234

Dallow Road,LU11TB
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Frantz Fanon, Palestine
and the struggle for
national liberation

Thu 7 March,7.15pm
861-2001-6477

Michael Young Building,
Restore, Manzil Way,
0X41YH

SHEFFIELD & SOUTHYORKS
Palestine, Prevent

and Islamophobia

Thu 29 Feb, 7pm,

St Mary’s Church,

Bramall Lane, S2 4QZ
WIGAN

No pride in Israeli apartheid
—LGBT+ oppression
and imperialism

Thu7 Mar, 7pm

The Book Cycle Beech Hill
Buckley Street, WN6 7PQ
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Lenin,state and revolution
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm,
8274-897-492

Friends Meeting House
Friargate,

YO19RL

The revival of
resistance

by Mark LThomas, Jessica
Walshand C harlie Kimber, £6

The Radical Jewish
Tradition

by Donny Gluckstein
and Janey Stone £12

AVery Capitz John Maclean—
Condition: the Politics Red Clydesider
of Disability by Roddy by Dave Sherry

Slorach, Updated edition £12.99 £6

to other workers that reformist

leaders and reformist ideas are

opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and

file movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or

go to www.swp.org.uk or

phone 020 7840 5602
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bz DAVE CLINCH

A NEW book—Under the
Banner of King Deat—is
from the team that pro-
duced Prophet Against
Slavery about the life of
the abolitionist Benjamin
Lay.

It is an adaptation of
Villains of All Nations by
distinguished professor of
history Marcus Rediker,
which examines the period
1660 to 1720, known as the
“Golden Age” of piracy.

Set in graphic novel form,
the book brings a visual per-
spective to our history “from
below”.

The graphic novel is
increasingly being used by
educators who understand
that students are more recep-
tive to what could be termed
“visual literature”.

The authors raise the pro-
file of predominantly ordi-
nary working sailors from
diverse backgrounds, “poor
men from the lowest social
class”, as Rediker notes in
the foreword.

David Lester’s
unique, exquisite and
meticulously researched
illustrations elevate the lives
of the pirates of this period.

These figures are John
Gwin, an African American
fugitive from slavery in
South Carolina. Ruben
Dekker an ordinary sea-
farer from Amsterdam and
Mark Reed, an American
woman “Mary”, who dressed
in male clothing.

Aboard The Night Rambler
decisions are made by voting
on equal shares of the spoils
from “prize” ships.

The captain only had
control of going into action

BOOK

Death—

against another ship.

Sailors were effectively
living in an embryonic social
democracy.

The book portrays the
“London elite”, horrified by
the threat to their profits,
employing a ruthless sea-
captain, William Snelgrave,
to find, kill or arrest the
pirates.

In an informative after-
word, essay historian Paul
Buhle explores ‘the images

Diracy f

A PANEL from the graphic animation
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Under the Banner of King
‘'om below

e

of pirates through centuries
of readers from Robert Louis
Stevenson to the portrayals
in DC comics and Hollywood
films.

He shows how Rediker’s
research has brought about
a fundamental reinterpre-
tation of the lives of these
courageous “villains of
all nations”.

People from a myriad
of ethnic backgrounds cre-
ated a system of work and

reward which benefited
all, despite constant threat
of bloody ruling class
revenge.

It is a beautifully pre-
sented sometimes moving
visual narrative for young
readers and adults alike.

Our history—from below.

Under the Banner of King
Death—Pirates of the Atlantic
A graphic novel by David Lester
with Marcus Rediker and Paul
Buhle £12.50

A bookthat drops youinordinary people’s chaotic lives

AFTER A DANCE
by Bridget O'Connor
£13.47

AFTER A Danceis a
collection of totally
engrossing short
stories that launch
you into people’s
chaotic, bizarreor
humdrum lives
from the first
sentence. O’Connor
seems to drop you
right in the middle
of scenarios—-no
words are wasted
on build-up. In

fact, most of the

time no words are

wasted at all.
It’simpressive

how so much

is said with so

few of them.

The stories
feel like they tear
away the surface
appearances of
people’s lives
and characters to
reveal the darker,
more unpleasant
realities beneath.

O’Connor uses
a calm, measured

tone to describe
appalling scenarios
and they areall the
more striking as
aresult. There'sa
sad sense of waste,
that people are
doing so little with
their time and that
life is so limited.

In Love Jobs,
a man taking
a friend’s dog
for a walk ends
up trapped in a
surreal nightmare
involving a botched
mugging and

a dead pet.

In Kissing Time,
a young woman
is panicking
because she’s going
to lose her teeth
and then no one
will kiss her.

“The gums were
receding, going
nowhere fast.”

The writing is
excellent. O’Connor
has a way of
putting things so
that they stay in
your mind for some
time after reading.

In all of
them, there’sa
sense of people
flailing around
with no real idea
of how to live their
lives or even of
how they want to
live their lives.

Everything feels
out of control. As
another review
put it, the stories
are full of people
who are living
on the edges of
their own lives.
Sadie Robinson

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Workers are the class that
can change the system

THE WORKING class has never been so massive or
potentially powerful as it is today—it’s a fact those in
power would like us to forget.

They don’t want workers to realise that their class can be, as
Karl Marx put it, the “gravedigger of capitalism”.

Bosses may own the shops, call centres, factories, and
machinery, but nothing runs without workers. Capitalism is a
system reliant on profit.

But profit-making is only possible because the capitalist class
doesn’t pay workers what their labour is worth. Bosses keep
what’s left over, the surplus value, for themselves.

They pay workers, in theory, just enough to feed and clothe
themselves, and look after their families.

Socialists call this type of robbery exploitation. But capitalist
society is not only marked by exploitation—its other main
feature is competition.

Rival capitalists are in an endless battle to make the most
profits. The drive to compete has created a system that no one
really has control of.

It’s prone to crisis and instability. It’s a system where profit
comes before people’s needs. And it’s the driving force behind
all the interlocked crises facing working people today, including
war, climate change and oppression.

Yet the conditions that create such massive suffering for
workers also create the potential for a battle to topple the
system that created them.

For their own convenience capitalist bosses pushed workers
to come together in towns and sprawling cities.

And the bosses’ constant drive to develop new technology
to grow their profits means workers have never been so well
equipped to fight back.

Workers have been able to organise, develop trade unions
and mount a fightback against the bosses. Never has an
exploited class in history had such potential to take over and
run society.

But workers can only achieve this change through collective
action. Workers can’t dream of dividing up factories or
supermarkets like peasants divide up landowners’ plots.

Punish

If one worker went out on strike for pay, the boss could punish
them. If the whole workplace walked out together, the strength
of the workers would be much greater.

Exploitation forces workers together as a collective, giving
them the potential to come together to fight. Workers are a
collective class in exploitation as well as liberation.

In the Socialist Workers Party we believe the working class is
the only class that can crush capitalism and usher in a socialist
society. Our vision of what this would be like is clear in two
ways.

The first is that workers who actually run society will make
decisions about how it is organised. The second is that it will
be a society based on meeting humanity’s needs, not making a
profit.

To achieve this transformation we need an uprising of
millions of workers across the world. As Marx put it, a worker’s
revolution is the only way to rid workers of the “muck of ages
and become fitted to found society anew”.

We don’t believe that socialism can be imposed from above
through parliament or guerrilla warfare—or even electing good
left wing MPs.

State capitalism, seen in Russia under Josef Stalin, put the
means of production in the hands of the hands of bureaucrats.
He called that socialism, but workers were not in control.

The authentic Marxist tradition shows that socialism can only
come from below, from workers themselves.

Workers can throw off the horrors of the capitalist system
when they act in their own interests as a class together. As Marx
argued workers must become a “class for itself”.

That’s why visiting every picket line and backing every strike
is so critical. Only struggle can build worker’s confidence and
offer them a glimpse of how they could seize control of their
lives and destinies.

This is the second in a series of columns that discuss What We
Stand For, the Socialist Workers Party statement of principles,
printed every week in Socialist Worker (see page 12). For the full
series go to tinyurl.com/SWstand2024
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HISTORY & THEORY

efining Israel
as a settler
colonial state
isn’t some
academic
exercise.
It helps us describe
its nature and shapes
our hopes of how the
Palestinians can win.

As author Ilan Pappe
points out, “The idea that
Zionism is settler colonial-
ism is not new. Palestinian
scholars in the 1960s did not
frame Israel as just a British
colony or an American one,
but regarded it as a phenom-
enon that existed in other
parts of the world—settler
colonialism.”

He adds, “The most impor-
tant logic adopted by settler
colonial movements is that
in order to create a success-
ful settler colonial community
outside of Europe, you have
to eliminate the natives in the
country you have settled”.

The view that settler colo-
nialism always means wiping
out people who live in an
area fits with the horrendous
experience in Australia, North
America and Canada.

Settler colonialists quite
deliberately exterminated
nearly all the Indigenous
people in these territories to
seize their land and found a
“new state”.

As Karl Marx wrote, “The
extirpation, enslavement and
entombment in mines of the
aboriginal population, the begin-
ning of the conquest and looting
of the East Indies, the turning of
Africa into a warren for the com-
mercial hunting of black-skins,
signalled the rosy dawn of the
era of capitalist production.”

Even the mainstream
Australia Museum says,

“Because of colonial genocidal
actions like state-sanctioned
massacres, the First Nations
population went from an esti-
mated 1-1.5 million before inva-
sion to less than 100,000 by the
early 1900s.”

HEN imperi-
alists didn’t
murder all
of the native
popula-
tion, they
crammed them into over-
crowded and barren areas,
destroyed their distinctive
cultures and sought to wipe
out their languages.

They stole their children or
forced them into education sys-
tems defined by the supremacy
of the oppressor.

When the Zionists spoke of
Palestine as, “A land without a
people for a people without a
land”, they followed a murder-
ous tradition.

For example, genocide
in Tasmania, California and
Namibia began with the
common lie that the land was
“empty” or “unclaimed”.

The British in Australia
employed a doctrine of terra
nullius, or “land where nothing
exists”.

In Namibia, colonists imposed

LITHOGRAPH OF the Waterloo Creek Massacre in Australia in 1837-

8 where European colonists murdered Aborginial people

BLOODY HISTORY
OF SETTLER
COLONIALISM

The term settler colonialism is again at the forefront of
analysis of Israel. Charlie Kimber looks at the debates about
what it means and the implications for a strategy of liberation

US general
Philip Sheridan

a policy of “creating a map
scraped smooth”.

And, just as in Israel, other set-
tler colonialists buttressed this
exclusion of thriving Indigenous
cultures with racist myths that
those who inhabited the regions
were not fully human, or lesser
humans.

Benjamin Madley, a his-
torian of genocide, wrote,
“In Tasmania, colonists who
seized Aboriginal children
and dashed their brains out or
lined Aborigines up as targets
for musket practice likely con-
sidered their victims less than
human.

“Whites spoke of Aborigines
as ‘horribly disgusting,” ‘con-
stituting in a measure the link

Settler
colonialists
deliberately
exterminated
people to steal
their land and

resources
I

between man and the monkey
tribe,” or ‘undoubtedly in the
lowest possible scale of human
nature, both in form and
intellect.’

“Many white settlers in
California considered the Yuki
(a group of Native Americans)
subhuman.

“Why else would settler
Dryden Lacock proudly brag
that he routinely joined Yuki-
massacring parties while his
neighbour Hank Larrabee
boasted of killing 60 Yuki chil-
dren with his hatchet?”

An 1859 letter from the noto-
rious “Indian-killer” Walter
Jarboe to the governor of
California describes the Yuki
as “the most degraded, filthy,

miserable thieving lot of any
living thing that comes under
the head and rank of human
being”.

A missionary named Eiger
in Namibia suggested that “the
average German looks down
upon the natives as being about
on the same level as the higher
primates (baboon being their
favourite term for the natives)
and treats them like animals.
The settler holds that the native
has a right to exist only in so far
as he is useful to the white man.”

That doesn’t mean that settler
colonialism only involves mass
violence supported by racism.

What’s sometimes called
“franchise colonialism”—where
the imperialists rule from
afar and exploit people rather
than slaughter them all—also
involves such crimes. This form
of colonialism in India was par-
ticularly deadly.

In the 1876-8 Indian famine
alone, over six million Indians
starved to death while the British
imperialists exported food from
their country.

It was the same foul crime
committed against the Irish
peasantry 30 years before.

N HIS book Late
Victorian Holocausts,
Mike Davis argued,
“Between 1875-1900—a
period that included
the worst famines in
Indian history—annual grain
exports increased from 3 to
10 million tons”, equivalent
to the annual nutrition of 25
million people.

“By the turn of the century,
India was supplying nearly a
fifth of Britain’s wheat consump-
tion at the cost of its own food
security.”

The British Viceroy of India,
Lord Lytton, spurned all pleas to
reduce the suffering of millions
of peasants in the Madras region
and concentrated on preparing
for Queen Victoria’s investiture
as Empress of India.

The highlight of the celebra-
tions was a week-long feast at
which 68,000 dignitaries heard
the queen promise the nation
“happiness, prosperity and
welfare”.

In the rural areas outside
Madras, people died from
hunger and thirst—as the
empire’s guests gorged on the
finest produce shipped in from
across the globe at massive
expense.

Nor is it true that settler colo-
nial states always reject intense
exploitation of the subject pop-
ulation in favour of complete
butchery.

The clearest example is South
Africa where there were inter-
nal battles among colonisers
over whether to eliminate black
people, enslave them or suck
value from them through wage
labour.

In the end, imperialist capital-
ists forced black people to work
in the mines. These produced
huge profits but also proved to
be the downfall of the apart-
heid system once black workers
organised and rose against the
system.
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Indigenous people are not
objects or simply victims. They
fight back—and settler colonial-
ism uses this to frame their mass
murder as “defensive”.

US General Philip Sheridan—
believed to be the originator of
the disgusting phrase, “The only
good Indian is a dead Indian”,
was an expert in such formulas.

He wrote in the 1870s, “If an
Indian village is attacked and
women and children killed, the
responsibility is not with the sol-
diers but with the Indians whose
crime necessitated the attack.”

istorian Jacob

P Dunn told his

readers in 1886

that the killing

of Indian women

and children was
justified by “vengeance” and
by the need to “dampen”
the enthusiasm of Indian
warriors to resist American
expansion.

Every example of settler colo-
nialism has its specific features,
and Israel does not fit neatly into
a simple categorisation.

But the Zionist coloniser bor-
rowed and used some tried and
tested settler colonial methods
to extert their grip on Palestine.

Settlers pretended to them-
selves and others that they were
settling on uninhabited land.
They used and continue to use
racism against Arabs.

They murder, remove and
seek to demonise those they
oppress. And, just as after 7
October, they say their genocidal
policy is “defensive”.

All that worked in the 19th
century but today billions of
people across the world recog-
nise in the Palestinian struggle
an echo of their own desire to
rise against a racist, brutally
unequal world order.

HE LIES about

defensive vio-

lence and the

slurs of antisem-

itism when we

criticise Israel
may impress prime minis-
ters, presidents—and leaders
of polite opposition parties.
But they convince fewer and
fewer ordinary people.

It’s why Ilan Pappe said
recently that he believed we are
just at the start of “two years
that will witness the worst kind
of horrors that Israel can inflict
on the Palestinians. But even
in this dark moment we should
understand that settler colonial
projects that disintegrate always
use the worst kind of means to
try and save their project.

“l am not saying this as wishful

(Top) Jewish thinking and I am not saying this
settlers in as a political activist. I am saying
Palestine in this as a scholar. On the basis of
around 1920 sober professional examination,

taking a break
from building a
kibbutz (Above)
Palestinians vote
to endorse a
general strike in
Abou Ghosh at an
outdoor rally in
1936

I am stating that we are witness-
ing the end of the Zionist project,
there’s no doubt about it.”

Israel will not just collapse,
nor will its imperial backers just
abandon such a useful watchdog
in a crucial part of the world.
And we know from South Africa
that the appearance of emanci-
pation can often be very differ-
ent to the reality.

But the three pillars of libera-
tion—the courageous resistance
by Palestinians themselves, the
revolutionary uprisings of work-
ers and the poor in the wider
Middle East and the rage against
imperialist states in the West—
can win.

Settler colonial regimes are
some of the most appalling
examples of how capitalism
rules. The revolutionary over-
throw of Israel would be an
inspiring example to follow.

READ MORE

@®Settler Colonialism: An
Introduction

by Sai Englert

£16.99

®Late Victorian Holocausts
by Mike Davis
£12.99

@®lsraeli settler colonialism
isatanend

Alecture by llan Pappe

go to tinyurl.com/PappelHRC

SETTLER

COLONIALISM

Available at Bookmarks,
the socialist bookshop.
020 7637 1848 or
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk a1l RODUCTION
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A protester who
blocked the Egyptian
embassy in Beirut,
Lebanon, spoke to

Socialist Worker
“TARGETING THE Egyptian
embassy was a direct
response to the regime’s
complicity in besieging Gaza,”
Hadi, a Lebanese activist,

told Socialist Worker.

He and other protesters
blocked entrances to
the Egyptian embassy
in Beirut, Lebanon, last
Monday to rage against
the state’s collaboration
with Israel’s genocide.

They also blocked the road
outside the embassy and
doused the floor in red paint.
One protester held up a sign
that said, “You siege Gaza—
we siege your embassy.”

The action came
after reports that the
Egyptian state plans to build
a walled camp in the Sinai
Peninsula for Palestinians
from the Gaza Strip.

The Wall Street Journal
newspaper quoted an
Egyptian official who said
a “walled enclosure” was
built in an area that could
accommodate 100,000 people.

Cops handed out repression
and violence to protesters
outside the embassy. “We
faced brutality from internal
security forces who attempted
to suppress our demands to
protect the embassy’s building,
blocking our way,” Hadi said.

“They did this despite
the presence of individuals
with disabilities, including

FOCUS ON
MIDDLE EAST

| ebanese activists
target bgyptian embassy

PROTESTERS IN the capital Beirut on 18 October

those in wheelchairs.”

Hadi added, “Our
demands include opening
a crossing to deliver food
and medical aid to Gaza.
And we want journalists
to enter through the Rafah
crossing to document
Israeli occupation crimes.

“We want the evacuation
of the wounded and injured
from Gaza immediately
and unconditionally.

“We also want the
Egyptian state and Arab
rulers to clear the way for
militants to support armed
Palestinian resistance and
defend Gaza and Palestine.”

Anger at the Israeli state
inside Lebanon isn’t going
away. “It is profound and
widespread,” explained Hadi.

“This anger stems from the
ongoing colonial violence and
oppression perpetrated by
the Israeli occupation forces
against the Palestinian people,

specifically the people of Gaza.

“It has been expressed in
Lebanon through protests
and various forms of
militancy aimed at opposing
settler colonialism and

supporting the struggle of
Palestinians for liberation.

“The Israeli occupation
state has also launched an
ongoing aggression since 8
October targeting civilian
infrastructure in Lebanon.”

Last Monday Israeli forces
bombed the town of Ghaziyeh
in southern Lebanon. Since
7 October, the Israeli state
has murdered at least 12
people in Lebanon.

The Israeli state justifies
these attacks by saying
that it is trying to root out
the Lebanese resistance
group Hezbollah.

But Hadi added that people
in Lebanon aren’t just angry
with the Israeli state. “People
in Lebanon are deeply
frustrated towards Arab rulers’
complicity in supporting the
Israeli occupation,” he said.

“The betrayal of Arab
rulers, including the
Egyptian regime, is a grave
injustice. We understand that
our liberation from reactionary
regimes in the region goes
hand in hand with the
struggle to liberate Palestine.”

Statement from protest organisers

THE EGYPTIAN regime is
participating in the genocide
of our people in Gaza,
starves our children, kills
our wounded, and fails

our resistance fighters.

This regime is an agent of
colonial powers and remains
submissive to the “Israeli”
occupier and its interests

Just as the Egyptian regime
besieges the Palestinian
people in Gaza, we besieged
its embassy in Beirut.

We do not welcome the
embassy of this regime on
our land, and its business

must be disrupted.

The Egyptian regime
has reached the highest
levels of collaboration
with the Zionist enemy by
responding to its orders, most
recently and alarmingly by
building a detention camp
in Sinai as it supports the
displacement of the people
of Gaza, as documented
by the Sinai Foundation
for Human Rights.

The people of the world
have declared that they will
continue to condemn
states that support the

occupation, including Arab
states that normalises
relations with the Zionist
enemy and collaborate in the
occupation of Palestine and
the genocide of Palestinians,
including the Egyptian,
Jordanian, Emirati, and
Saudi Arabian states.
Palestine will live free,
from the river to the sea.
The traitorous Arab
regimes will fall, and
the occupation will
be abolished.

Read full statement at tinyurl.
com/MenaStatement
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Humiliation for the British

bz THOMAS FOSTER

r.‘ A BRITISH nuclear missile
Vad test has failed in an embar-
rassing flop for British imperialism,
as revealed last week. The Trident
weapon boosters didn’t ignite dur-
ing a test on 30 January—putting
the wastefulness of the warmon-
gering weapons on show.

A missile from Trident—Britain’s
nuke-armed submarines—was
intended to land in the Atlantic
Ocean after flying thousands of miles.

But it dropped into the ocean on
the east coast of the United States
near the submarine it was launched
from.

Grant Shapps—Tory defence secre-
tary—was on board the submarine to
witness the failure.

Yet Shapps said he has “absolute
confidence” in Trident’s submarines,
missiles and nukes. What happened
was “an anomaly”.

He said the failed “test reaffirmed
the effectiveness of Britain’s nuclear
deterrent”. Shapps has to keep
up appearances—deterrents don’t
deter when people know they aren’t
working.

The Trident nuclear submarines
were purchased from the United
States in 1980 and began patrol in
1994, replacing the Polaris nuclear
submarines that were active from
1968.

Adding to the humiliation, the
Trident submarines recently finished
a £500 million refit in May 2023.

And the yearly running cost of
Trident is about £3 billion, with an
estimated cost of £205 billion for
renewing it by 2030.

That £205 billion could be spent
on hiring 1.2 million nurses in the
NHS for five years. Or it could nearly
double the British state pension for

HMS VIGILANT one of four submarines that are part of Britain’s nuclear force

all pensioners for a year. Trident
is a prime example of capitalist
wastefulness.

It is ridiculous that money is spent
on arms that fuel our rulers’ imperial-
ist aims, rather than things that actu-
ally benefit ordinary people.

The general secretary of the
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
Kate Hudson slammed Trident,
saying, “Voting for parties that sup-
port nuclear weapons means taking
away money from healthcare,
education, transport and energy
security.”

Nuclear weapons—even when
working—don’t protect us (see
below).

They perpetuate the idea of using
military methods to solve political
problems, normalise warmongering
and embolden states wanting to boost
their interests.

But the test failure gave Labour an
opportunity to varnish its own war-
mongering credentials.

Shadow defence secretary John
Healey demanded assurances that
there was “no impact on the effective-
ness of Britain’s deterrent operations”

military as its missiles fail

PicTure: DEFENCE IMAGERY FLICKR

and stated that Labour’s support for
Trident “is total”.

The test comes as our rulers
are increasingly beating their war
drums.

Recently, the parliamentary
defence committee called for a greater
focus on Britain’s “war-readiness” and
Shapps himself stated Britain is enter-
ing a “pre-war world”.

We need to take on the capitalist
system that drives the world to war
and nuclear weapons.

Getting rid of all of Britain’s nukes
is one place to start.

Fight against the system that produces nukes

ri NUCLEAR weapons
Vad

can get their hands on.

ruling class imagines

are created for the
defence of profit—not to
deter war. The way to
prevent war isn’t more
deadly nuclear weapons,
it’s changing the system
that spawns war.

Atomic weapons are
part of a capitalist society
that encourages war.
They are the endpoint of
a system where economic
competition spills over
into military competition.

When ruling classes
fight among themselves
for a bigger slice of the
capitalist cake, they arm
themselves with the
deadliest weapons they

The result is spiraling
arms spending, the
amassing of weapon
arsenals and the devotion
of huge amounts of money
to developing means to
destroy life, rather than
improve it.

There currently are
12,512 nuclear warheads
in the world. Use of these
warheads in nuclear war
would mean the total
destruction of human life.

Nuclear war has only
been avoided so far
because of rulers’ fear of
their own death.

But the failure of
nuclear weapons to deter

A Vanguard-class submarine returning from patrol

war can be seen just by

looking at recent history.
This is because the

world is dominated

by rival ruling classes,

who have economic and

political power themselves,

but are in relentless

competition with each

other. And rival ruling
classes become greedy for
more wealth or become
fearful of losing it.

So ruling classes try
to outdo each other’s
military strength. There is
no stopping this military
competition as each

new weaponry that the
others may have and then
develops such weaponry
itself.

The horrors of nuclear
weapons don’t stem from
the horrors of ideologies
or individual rulers.
Nuclear weapons exist
because of the struggle
between different rulers
in a competitive capitalist
system.

To get rid of nuclear
weapons, we need to get
rid of the system that
sustains them. That means
mass resistance from
below against imperialism
and capitalism.

Failure
built into
Process

THE failures of arms
systems is a product
of the process of arms
production.
Using weapons means
they need replacing.
Not using them also
means they eventually
need replacing, as
competition drives new
technologies of death.
The built-in
incompetence can be
seen by the test failure
being only the latest
mishap for the British
military.
Trident failed its
last test in 2016, when
the missile veered off
course and to prevent
disaster had to self-

Tory defence secretary Grant
Shapps

destruct. The last
“successful” Trident
missile test was in 2012.

At the start of
February, Britain’s only
two aircraft carriers
malfunctioned within a
week of each other.

HMS Queen
Elizabeth’s propeller
failed as it was due to
take part in a Nato war
drill.

And then HMS Prince
of Wales failed to set off
after technical
problems.

Two British Royal
Navy warships collided
at a port in Bahrain last
month.

HMS Chiddingfold
reversed into HMS
Bangor off the coast
in the Middle Eastern
port.
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Housing strikers
out to repair pay

Sanctuary HOUSING
association workers in London
are set to strike for the first
time. Bosses only offered the
50 repair workers a 4 percent
pay rise for 2023.

Unite union has been
locked out of collective
pay negotiations. It means
Sanctuary Housing doesn’t
engage in pay negotiations
with any union.

The strike was set to begin
on Thursday of this week,
and continue on Friday of this
week and Monday of next in
Hackney, east London.

Strikes are just
the ticket in Slough

OVER 40 parking enforcement
workers in Slough, Berkshire,
struck on Monday for two
weeks until 10 March over pay.

The Saba Park Services
workers carry out parking
attendance, back office
support, CCTV monitoring and
bus lane enforcement.

Slough council outsources
the workers, who are in the
Unite union, and says it doesn't
have a role in negotiations.

Above-inflation pay
in West Midlands

WEST MIDLANDS Metro tram
drivers secured a 13.5 percent
pay deal from 1 April without
striking.

In 2022 the workers, in
the Unite union, won a 20.1
percent pay increase for
drivers with over a year’s
service and 13.7 percent for
those with less than a year.
Strikes this year could've seen
a bigger win for the workers.

BAROUND 500 workers at
National Express Ring and
Ride workers across the West
Midlands have also accepted
a one-year deal also without
striking. It's backdated to

1 January this year and is
worth 12.8 percent.

The workers provide
minibus services for elderly
and disabled people, and
school children with special
educational needs.

Workers will not
live worse for less

SOME 500 Sainsbury’s
lorry drivers in Essex and
Birmingham are voting to
strike against outsourcing.
The workers, who are in the
Unite union, are employed by
Sainsbury’s. Bosses want to
transfer them to Wincanton at
the end of April.

M25 workers want
to run over pay offer

M25 MAINTENANCE workers
employed by Balfour Beatty
are voting to put bosses in jam
with industrial action.

The 150 Unite union
members maintain the entire
M25 but have only been
offered a 3.4 percent pay offer
from bosses. The ballot closes
on 12 March.

SCHOOL WORKERS

NEU UNION members striking last March. This time they must make sure their fight ends
with an above-inflation pay rise

leachers must push
for a new pay battle

Bz PAULMCGARR

TEACHERS IN the NEU
union in England and
Wales will start a consul-
tative ballot this weekend,
lasting until 28 March, on
taking national industrial
action over funding and
pay-
The NEU conference meets
the next week from 3 April. If
the ballot is successful it will
decide on whether to move to
a formal strike ballot.

Every activist in the NEU
must throw themselves into
ensuring the indicative ballot
is won with the highest possi-
ble turn out.

The union will also trig-
ger a parallel indicative
ballot of support staff mem-
bers once the employers’ pay
offer for local government is
announced.

Support staff are covered

by local government negotia-
tions with Unison, GMB and
Unite unions also at the table.

Last week over 300 NEU
activists met in an online
organising meeting called by
several local districts to dis-
cuss how best to win the bal-
lots.

And this Thursday the NEU
is holding an official all mem-
bers national Zoom meeting
to push the arguments for a
Yes vote.

The government’s autumn
budget means that if educa-
tors do not fight then schools
face an avalanche of funding
cuts.

This will damage already
savaged educational provi-
sion, especially for the most
vulnerable students.

Current spending plans
point to at best a 1 percent pay
rise for teachers from Septem-
ber—another real terms pay
cut. This would claw back half

PicTUrRE: GUY SMALLMAN

the 6.5 percent teachers got
last year after national strikes.

Last year’s settlement was
not good enough, which was
why 15 percent of members
rightly rejected the union
leaders’ advice to accept.
And it's why hundreds got
involved with the Educators
Say Now grassroots network.

If the ballot is successful
there will be a debate on how
quickly to ballot for strikes
and on the pattern and tempo
of any action.

Some will argue to hold off
until we see the outcome of
a general election later this
year. But with Labour offering
nothing to schools a success-
ful indicative should trigger a
swift strike ballot and signifi-
cant action this school year.

Then we should announce
dates quickly for hard-hitting
action for new school year in
September, regardless of the
election.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Join the Birmingham protests against
savage council cuts to vital services

AROUND 100 activists
gathered in Birmingham last
week to launch a campaign
against the savage cuts
proposed by Birmingham’s
Labour-run council.

The meeting, organised
by the three main council
unions Unison, GMB
and Unite, follows the
announcement of the biggest
cuts package ever announced
by a council.

That’s set to be £300
million over two years.
Unison branch secretary
Caroline Johnson rejected the
argument that the cuts result
from equal pay claims from

low paid women workers.
“The £300 million is partly
due to a botched computer
system but most of it is due
to an increased demand
for council services and
inflationary costs,” she said.

Caroline added that “one
in five councils in England
are facing bankruptcy”.

Charlotte, a mother of two
13-year-old boys with special
educational needs, said
further cuts will push people
over the edge. She asked
how she was going to get two
wheelchairs on a bus when it
will only take one.

Ann Gallagher, Friends of

Birmingham Libraries, said
25 out of 37 community
libraries are also at risk.
“One billion pounds has been
taken from the city since
2010, if that was returned we
would have £700 million to
improve services,” she said.
The meeting ended with
a call to use networks in
the city to build a major
demonstration at 12 noon
on Saturday this week in
Victoria Square. This will be
followed by a mass lobby
of the council at 5pm on
Tuesday next week when it is
due to vote on the cuts.
David Hughes

PSC conference vows to
get justice for Palestine

THE PALESTINE Solidarity
Campaign held its AGM last
Saturday.

PSC president Kamel
Hawwash opened it by
saying, “PSC is at this
moment one of the most
important solidarity
movements in the world.”

It has grown from
75,000 members last year
to 300,000, with over 100
branches sprouting up
around the country.

The determination to
build the largest coalition
in the fight for justice
for the Palestinians was
reflected in the mood of the
conference.

It called for escalating
action, widening boycott
targets and strengthening
campaigns on all fronts.

Mustafa Barghouti,
general secretary of the
Palestinian National
Initiative, spoke on Zoom
from Ramallah. He gave
appalling details of the
ongoing genocide and

urged the importance of
preventing the assault on
Rafah.

John McDonnell MP
reminded the meeting
of the limits of the
parliamentary democracy,
shown vividly with the
manoeuvring against the
SNP ceasefire motion last
week.

Speakers from Queers
for Palestine, Black
Lives Matter and the
climate justice movement
connected their struggles,
calling for anti-racist, anti-
capitalist, and
anti-imperialist struggle.

A trade union panel
addressed the difficulties
but also the possibilities
of raising the fight for
Palestine in our unions and
workplaces.

The conference
expressed determination
to stop the horrors
perpetrated by Israel and
its allies.

Miriam Scharf

SCOTTISH QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY

SCOTTISH QUALIFICATIONS Authority (SQA) strikers

on the picket line in Glasgow last Friday. The 400 Unite
union members were set to be out on Thursday this week
and Friday of next over pay. SQA offered a two-year pay
deal for 2023 and 2024 that equates to no more than 5.75
percent in 2023, and 3.15 per cent in 2024.

Steel unions must fight

THOUSANDS OF steel workers
are preparing to begin a strike
vote against devastating plant
closures by Tata bosses.

The Unite union, which
represents over 1,000
workers at the Port Talbot
steel works, was set to begin
the balloting process on
Friday this week.

The actual voting is
scheduled to start on Friday
next week and closing on
Tuesday 9 April. Strikes
could begin before the end
of April.

The main steel union,
Community, has also said it
is ready to ballot. But at the
start of this week it had not
announced dates. The other

steel union, the GMB, has
made no statement about
strikes.

Last week leaders of all
the unions formally met
Tata. Tata wants to destroy
2,423 steel jobs across
Britain, with 1,929 of those
at Port Talbot.

Bosses have presided over
a catastrophic fall in steel
jobs, and union leaders have
failed to challenge them.
Workers should organise
to win the strike votes and
press for hard-hitting action
as soon as possible.

It must not become just a
token campaign that relies
on Labour to deliver in the
future.
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HEALTH WORKERS

Junior doctors can
head up a wider fight

THOUSANDS OF jun-
ior doctors in England
launched a five-day strike
over pay last Saturday.

It is the tenth round of
action in their battle with the
government.

BMA union leaders offered
to call off strikes if the gov-
ernment or bosses agreed to
increase the period during
which doctors are allowed to
hold strikes by four weeks.

Such an extension, which is
allowed under the anti-union
laws, would give “more time
to talk, and for the govern-
ment to present a credible
offer,” said the BMA. But the
Tories and bosses spurned
such a deal.

Unfortunately, the BMA
did not organise serious pick-
eting. The union concentrated
on three main “super” picket
lines on Monday of this week
at single sites in London,
Manchester and Birmingham
for just three hours.

Some local hospitals also
held pickets.

In a highly defensive move,
the BMA told members,
“Picket too far away? For this
round of strikes we are asking
doctors to help out with blood
shortages by donating blood.”

It suggests doctors have

UCU UNION

el

PICKETS AT London’

to be apologetic about their
action. But a recent poll
showed the majority of
people—53 percent—back
the junior doctors in their
fight over pay. That is almost
double the 28 percent who
said they are opposed.

The point is to mobilise that
feeling into action.

St Thomas’ Hospital
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The government imposed
a pay rise averaging nearly
9 percent this financial year.
During talks at the end of last
year, the option of an extra
3 percent on top of that was
discussed.

But those talks collapsed in
December as the BMA rightly
said a 35 percent increase is

UCU union needs a
fighting leadership

MEMBERS OF the UCU union
cast their final votes this week
for a new union leadership.

Candidate for general
secretary, Saira Weiner,
hoped that she had done
enough to be victorious.
Endorsements continued in
the last week of her election
campaign.

Omar Ferboli from
the University of Dundee
said, “l whole heartedly
endorse Saira Weiner for
general secretary. With an
unwavering commitment to
member democracy, Saira
prioritises inclusivity and
ensures that the voices of all
members are heard.

“Her track record
in supporting strikes
showcases a dedication
to fair labour practices
and securing the rights of
educators.”

In a video posted on the
UCU Left group'’s social

media, Saira outlined why
workers were right to vote
for her.

“I believe that we need
a democratic union where
member’s decisions
at congress, at sector
conferences are actually
abided by. Secondly | think
we need a fighting union,”
she said.

“And we've got a genocide
in Palestine.

“Many of our universities
are complicit through
investments and research
contracts with Israel.”

Saira has shown that she
is the only candidate who
puts union democracy and
Palestine at the heart of
her politics. She has shown
members of the UCU union
that they can have a different
kind of leadership.

@®For more on Saira’s
campaign go to saira4GC.
wordpress.com

Uni workers
speak out

WORKERS AT Aberdeen
University plan strikes to
stop bosses from making 30
staff members redundant
and scrapping single
honour degrees in modern
languages.

Members of the UCU
union plan to strike on 12,
21, 22, 25, 26 and 27 March.

Workers are also set
to start action short of a
strike from 12 March. UCU
union members have called
to make picket lines on 12
March as big as possible.

The union branch threw
out the idea that these
cuts were the “financially
sustainable” option.

It wrote, “Is it financially
sustainable for the
university to have travelling
expenses to its campus in
Qatar reach £269,000 over
the past five years?”

The union also organised
a rally on Monday evening.

needed to make up for 15
years of below-inflation pay
rises.

The Tories blame doc-
tors for the NHS waiting list
crisis. But last weekend the
government indicated it is
abandoning a promise to
expand medical school places.

Phil Banfield, chair of the
BMA council, said, “We have
a government that refuses to
fund the training for the doc-
tors of tomorrow and who also
refuse to pay fairly the ones
we have today.”

The union is balloting
members for a new six-month
strike mandate. Under the
anti-union laws this week’s
strike is the last one the BMA
can hold under the current
mandate.

The results of the ballot are
expected in late March.

The government won'’t
be moved by intermittent
strikes—or blood donations.
There’s a danger the walkouts
are occasional events directed
mainly at hoping for change if
Keir Starmer becomes prime
minister.

Escalating doctors’ strikes,
united with consultants’
strikes, should be part of a
much wider battle over NHS

pay.

Workers can
derail bosses

HUNDREDS OF RMT union
members at Hitachi Rail
were set for a 48-hour strike
this week over pay.

Workers who maintain
rolling stock and the
signalling system scheduled
a walkout from Thursday
to Saturday of this week
at London North Pole,
Doncaster, Bounds Green in
London and Craigentinny in
Edinburgh.

Strikes have spread
to include depots on the
East Coast and West Coast
mainlines.

BTHE RMT planned a Rail
Cuts Cost Lives rally and
parliamentary lobby on
Wednesday this week.

Network Rail has
signalled £1.2 billion of cuts
over the next five years
to renewals expenditure
which will hit safety and
performance.

Bosses are also
proposing other cuts.

Welsh doctors are sick of

below-inflation pay deals

AROUND 3,000 junior
doctors in Wales walked
out for 72 hours from
Wednesday of last week
against the Labour-led Welsh
government’s offer of a 5
percent pay rise.

Their BMA union called
the offer the “worst in the
UK”.

The strike saw strong
picketing in the ten areas
the BMA had focused on.

Those on the picket lines
included Gwenllian Roberts
outside Ysbyty Gwynedd
in Bangor in north Wales.
She said she sympathised
with patients who have an
appointment postponed
because of the strike.

“But it’s about the
longevity of the system,”
she added. “Many more
thousands of people
are missing their clinic
appointments because of
waiting lists or spending
hours waiting because junior
doctors are moving away.”

Nearly everywhere,
pickets were resentful that
a Labour administration is
offering them less than the
Tories have been forced to
in England or the Scottish
government is offering.

“It makes you wonder
what a Labour government
in Westminster would really
be like,” said a picket at
Wrexham Maelor hospital.

Health workers demand
the fair pay treatment

AROUND 300 of the lowest-
paid staff at hospitals in
Dudley, West Midlands, struck
last Friday over the hospital's
refusal to pay them a lump
sum worth at least £1,655.

The money has been
given to thousands of NHS
workers. The workers at
Dudley Group NHS Foundation
Trust are employed by private
contractor Mitie.

The 24-hour walkout last
Friday from 5am is set to be
followed by another 24 hours
strike on Thursday of this
week.

The workers—who are part
of the Unison union—include
cleaners, porters, catering staff
and many other roles.

NHS bosses agreed in
June 2023 to pay a one-off
lump sum to all staff on NHS

contracts on the Agenda for
Change pay scales.

Mitie—claiming
unaffordability—has not
paid this and the workers
have earned less than their
colleagues directly employed
by the NHS.

MHealth visitors at Cwm Taf
Morgannwg Health Board are
set to strike.

The health visitors, who are
members of Unite union, have
had their request for accurate
job descriptions denied. This
leaves them with increasing
and unsustainable demands
at work.

The 67 workers voted 100
percent in favour of action
and were set to walk out from
Monday this week and will
continue to late July.

ENVIRONMENT PROTESTERS

Climate activist faces
threat of deportation

CLIMATE ACTIVIST Marcus
Decker, who was released from
Highpoint prison last week, is
facing more threats from the
state to deport him.

Marcus was imprisoned in
October 2022 after he climbed
to the top of the Dartford
Crossing and occupied the
bridge for 36 hours.

Following the action, a judge
hit the Just Stop Oil supporter
with a two-year and seventh-
month prison sentence.

Last year Marcus, a German
citizen who has leave to
remain in Britain, was hit with
a deportation order from the
Home Office.

Now after leaving prison
Marcus faces automatic
deportation that will separate
him from his partner Holly and
their two stepchildren.

On release from Highpoint
prison, Marcus said, “Today, 'm
overjoyed to finally embrace
my love Holly and the children
again.

“Unfortunately, that doesn’t
necessarily mean I will be
able to stay with them forever,
as I've been released on
immigration bail.

“So the deportation
struggle continues, which is
devastating.”

With increasingly harsh
repression being handed to
those who support Palestine,
Marcus’ case must be a
warning.

If the state can do this to
climate protesters, it will try to
do the same to other activists.
@®Sign the petition to stop
Marcus’ deportation tinyurl.
com/Marcuspetition
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JAILED FOR TEN YEARS

by ISABEL RINGROSE
|

JAILED FOR trying to save
lives. That’s the precedent
the Tories have set after
Ibrahima Bah, who piloted
a boat across the English
Channel in December
2022, received a decade-
long prison sentence.

During the treacherous
crossing the small boat sank
and four people drowned,
with 39 surviving.

A disgraceful state pros-
ecution saw a jury at
Canterbury Crown Court
find Ibrahima guilty of their
deaths last week.

He was sentenced to nine
years and six months in
prison, with convictions for
manslaughter and facilitating
a breach of immigration laws.
It’s the first time someone
who navigated an inflat-
able dinghy has been found
responsible for causing harm
to others on a boat.

Punishment

The Tories’ Nationality and
Borders Act 2022 ramped up
the punishment for people
“facilitating” entry to Britain
to criminalise people who
steer boats.

But those who steer the
death-trap boats are them-
selves refugees trying to
reach safety in Britain.

Ibrahima, a Senegalese
migrant, offered to steer the

PROTESTING OUTSIDE the court after Ibrahima’s conviction

dinghy in exchange for a free
crossing, according to the
prosecution. He said he was
forced by smugglers, who
assaulted him and threatened
him with death, to make the
journey.

The jury agreed with the
prosecution and found him

guilty by a majority of ten
to two of manslaughter, and
unanimously guilty of facili-
tating illegal entry. A jury in
a previous trial last summer
was unable to reach a verdict.

But survivors corroborated
Ibrahima’s version of events,
and even claimed he saved

their lives by steering the
boat towards a fishing vessel
and helping people onto it.

Many of the refugees
didn’t have lifejackets and the
boat had no lights or safety
equipment.

The overcrowded boat
began filling with water after

people stood up waiting to be
rescued.

But Ibrahima is not respon-
sible for the deaths. British
and French coastguards
failed to launch a rescue
operation when they learnt
of the boat’s distress.

Only when a fishing vessel

identified Dover coast-
guards—two hours after
the first distress calls—did
British border forces step in.

Both the Tories and Labour
point the finger at smugglers
for Channel crossings. People
smugglers’ business model is
sustained by the lack of open
and safe routes into Britain.

Demonising refugees as
“illegal” isn’t the way to
stop them risking their lives
crossing the world’s busiest
shipping lane.

But the Tories don’t care
about lives—they care about
scapegoating the most vul-
nerable people.

The courts worked hard
to convict Ibrahima, and the
Tories have been waiting for
such a verdict. And regard-
less of the charges against
Ibrahima, he, and no one else
in a situation like him, is a
criminal.

Open borders would stop
the drownings and the need
for small boats. It’s the Tories
who are guilty of murder—
and have blood on their hands.

Ibrahima is appealing
against the sentence and
needs full support.

Opposing the attacks on
refugees has to be a key part
of the anti-racist movement.
Join Stand Up to Racism'’s
national demonstrations on
Saturday 16 March in London
and Glasgow and Sunday
17 March in Cardiff. For

details go to tinyurl.com/
SUTRMarchl6and17

‘Human rights? There are none here. There is no such thing as justice here’

THE BRITISH state has
convicted and jailed
hundreds of people,
including children and
victims of trafficking
and torture, for
arriving in small boats
to claim asylum.

A report No Such Thing
As Justice Here from
the University of Oxford
found that between June
2022 and October 2023,
253 people received
convictions under
section 24 of the 1971
Immigration Act for illegal
entry, and seven under

section 25 for facilitation.

Those targeted were
boat drivers, or those who
previously made a visa
application.

Those travelling
“illegally” face
deportation, up to four
years in prison, and
limited rights in Britain.

And the Tories expanded
“facilitation” so that the
maximum sentence is 14
years to life.

In 2022, one person
for every ten boats was
arrested for their alleged
role in steering. In 2023,

People plucked from the sea are then jailed

this increased to one for
every seven boats.

People have been
identified as having their
“hand on the tiller” for
many reasons, including
having boating experience,
steering in return for
discounted passage, taking
it in turns, or being under
duress.

Those arrested included
people from countries with
a high asylum grant rate,
including Sudan, South
Sudan, Afghanistan, Iran,
Eritrea and Syria.

Ibrahim from Sudan was

sentenced to 15 months
for “illegal arrival” and
“facilitation”.

After he was arrested
he said, “I am not guilty.

I laugh when people say
about justice in UK, about
human rights.

“There are none here.
There is no such thing as
justice here.”

Humans for Rights
Network also identified 15
children who border forces
wrongly classed as adults
—with 14 spending time
in adult prison under the
new charges.
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MINERS FOUGHT THE TORIES

AND THEY COULD HAVE WON

MINERS DEFEND themselves from police at
Orgreave in South Yorkshire. All the photos in this
special were taken by John Sturrock—Socialist
Worker’s photographer at the time

Socialist Worker looks at the 1984-85 Miners’ Strike 40 years on and the lessons for today

HE MINERS’ Strike showed
how ordinary people can fight
and how they change in the
process. On one side stood
165,000 miners, their fami-
lies and supporters, fighting
to defend their jobs and communities.

On the other, stood Tory prime minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher and the whole of the
ruling class. They were determined to crush
the most powerful group of workers in the
country and unleash free market policies on
the whole of society.

The might of the state and the media were
used to batter the miners. Almost 10,000 were
arrested during the strike. National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM) members Joe Green and
Davey Jones died on the picket lines.

Yet strikers defied the attacks for almost
a year and, at crucial moments, came close
to winning.

The Tories came to office in 1979 set on
cutting back on the welfare state, privatising
state-owned industries, destroying the power
of unions and allowing the rich to grab even
more wealth.

Thatcher tends to be praised for her “deter-
mination”. This is a polite term for her class
hatred towards workers. In general the feel-
ing was mutual.

Thatcher’s relentless drive to unleash the
free market meant confrontations with work-
ers. Her government deliberately allowed
unemployment to rise by 250 percent in the
first three years of Tory rule.

It demoralised working people and par-
tially undermined the ability of unions to
fight.

Nicholas Ridley, one of Thatcher’s key

ministers, devised a strategy to reduce the
unions’ strength. The Ridley Plan meant the
government picked off trade unions one by
one, starting with those seen as weak—such
as steel and health workers—before moving
on to more organised groups such as dockers
and, ultimately, the miners.

By 1984 they were ready to take on the
NUM.

Coal was the main source of energy for
Britain’s power stations and steelworks. To
prepare for battle, the Tories built up coal
stocks and ensured the docks could handle
major coal imports.

The Tories recruited thousands of extra
police and trained them to take on pickets.
The cabinet, which had paid financiers Lazard
Freres £1.8 million to lure union-buster Ian
MacGregor to head the steel industry and
smash strikes, now appointed
him chair of the National Coal « ;

Board. | S
The day after Thatcher was
re-elected in 1983,

she appointed Peter
Walker as Minister
of Energy with the
words, “We'’re gomg
to have a miners’
strike.”
The
began
1 Marc h
1984 when
the Tories
announced
a pro-
gramme of
pit closures,
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Barnsley women on the march

VICTORY
TOTHE
| MINERS

Stopite Tory attacks

starting with Cortonwood in the militant
south Yorkshire area.

Cortonwood miners walked out and sent
flying pickets to the rest of the huge Yorkshire
coalfield, bringing all the pits out.

Rank and file miners took the initiative.
Each pit would hold a mass meeting and
decide whether to join the strike. If it did,
pickets would move on to the next pit. This
combined speed with democratic, face-to-
face discussion at the pit entrance and voting
at mass meetings.

Coalfields

Before long the Kent, Durham, South Wales
and Scottish coalfields were out.

The Tories now unleashed state power.
The police harassed pickets and stopped them
from travelling to other pits. They invaded
mining villages and attacked and
arrested people.

The Nottinghamshire miners
were allowed to go for an
area ballot and pickets
from the rest of the coun-
try were withdrawn. But
still some 20 percent
of Nottinghamshire
miners came out and
stayed out on strike
despite the propa-
ganda from their
own officials, the
media and police
harassment.

At one point
Thatcher planned
to send in troops
to break the

prior |

strike. The government also considered
declaring a state of emergency. Despite all the
myths about it being an “unwinnable” strike,
the miners almost secured a victory on sev-
eral occasions.

A Downing Street report into the strike said
how close the government “came to disaster”.

They underestimated the length of time
that the miners could be kept out on strike
“even on limited supplementary benefit,
by a combination of union solidarity and
intimidation”.

Thatcher complained early in the strike
that cops were reluctant to order the arrest
of miners who had committed no crime. It
was, she said, “essential to stiffen the resolve
of chief constables”.

The government sent specially-appointed
magistrates to get the results they wanted.

The Tories gave rail and other workers
inflation-busting pay rises in an effort to stop
them striking alongside the miners.

They panicked when dock workers planned
to walk out, but avoided a strike by conces-
sions and the retreats by union leaders.

In the autumn the Coal Board picked a
fight with Nacods, the pit deputies union. The
senior supervisors in the pits were unreliable
allies and caved in quickly.

The miners tried to hit the industries that
depended on coal—particularly steel.

The steel workers were demoralised as a
result of their own defeat in 1980. Their union,
the ISTC which became Community, believed
the key to saving the steel industry was col-
laborating with the bosses. When British Steel
argued that enough coal had to be allowed
through in order to prevent irreparable

>>>continued on next page
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>>>continued from previous page
damage to furnaces, ISTC and NUM offi-
cials did a deal to allow coal in.

Nonetheless the momentum built up
from below among strikers, who pushed
to stop the delivery of coal, targeting the
Orgreave coke depot in South Yorkshire
because of its link to steel furnaces in
Scunthorpe. Orgreave would be a turn-
ing point.

In the successful 1972 miners’ strike,
when NUM members on their own could
not break the police cordons at Saltley
Gate coke depot in the West Midlands,
the rank and file called for help. Some
100,000 workers struck in support and
20,000 marched to the depot. It closed.

But pickets who went to Orgreave
were left isolated. The police were out
in force with horses and battle gear.
Isolation and the scale of the police
violence forced pickets to call off the
protests.

The media launched a full-scale
attack on the miners, denouncing their
picket line “violence”. The BBC re-edited
a film of the Battle of Orgreave to make
it appear that the pickets had launched
an unprovoked attack on the police,
when in fact it was the other way round.

Situation

Despite the grim situation, miners and
their families gained a new spirit and
strength from the dispute.

Life during the strike was very dif-
ferent. People were changing and feel-
ing a new confidence. Deeply ingrained
ideas and prejudices began to fall away.
Women came to the fore.

The huge support for the miners
from black, Asian and immigrant com-
munities, and from LGBT+ people,
broke down barriers and challenged
prejudices.

Working people in Britain and across
the world rallied to the miners’ cause,
raising money and solidarity.

At Coalville, in the middle of the
working Leicestershire coalfield, no coal
was moved by rail for 35 weeks. Print
union workers at the Sun newspaper
refused to handle a front page that lik-
ened NUM president Arthur Scargill to
Hitler. Then they closed the paper down
for three days after management refused
to publish a statement from them in sup-
port of the miners.

This solidarity could and should have
been the basis for a movement which
would have beaten the Tories, seen the
miners win victory and driven Thatcher
from office. That it didn’t happen was no
fault of the miners or those who worked
to deliver solidarity.

Yet the TUC and Labour Party leaders
did not match this spirit. At its confer-
ence in September, the TUC union fed-
eration promised to mobilise solidarity
action, which worried the government.
The union leaders then proceeded to do
nothing.

The right wing of the labour

movement opposed the strike. The left
wing officials said they supported the
strike but did not call action necessary
to win. And the rank and file lacked the
organisation and confidence to act inde-
pendently of the official machine to do
what was necessary.

Labour’s leader Neil Kinnock
attempted to distance Labour from its
union links, and he was terrified that the
miners would win by militant methods.

But he also had to show some support
for the miners because of the depth of
the backing for their fight among Labour
supporters. He therefore equated the
Tories and the cops on one side and the
miners on the other.

The effect was to gut any support for
the strike. As legal attacks on the NUM
mounted, leaders of the power station
workers’ unions relaxed their “guide-
lines” against using scab coal, oil and
gas. The government got through the
winter without blackouts.

Len Murray, then general secretary of
the TUC, condemned a series of days of
action called by regional TUCs. Thatcher
knighted him.

Norman Willis, Murray’s successor,
was no better. He spent days in the
home of Ian MacGregor drawing up a
surrender document to impose on the
NUM. Fundraising by Miners Support
Groups meant that the strikers contin-
ued to hold out and that every miner’s
child had a Christmas present.

But increasing numbers of strikers
began to drift back to work as the hard-
ship became too much.

An NUM delegate conference nar-
rowly voted to go back on 3 March
1985. The strikers marched back to
work together after taking part in the
longest mass strike in British history.

Victory

Thatcher’s victory over the miners did
give a boost to ruling class confidence.
But despite their re-election in 1987, the
Tories stumbled from crisis to crisis.

For a generation of trade union lead-
ers, and many activists, the idea that
strikes didn’t work became entrenched
orthodoxy.

This created a vicious circle in which
the relative weakness of rank and file
organisation that had been revealed by
the strike repeatedly allowed the union
bureaucracy to prevent the beginnings
of resistance developing into a new
upsurge. That further undermined
workers’ self-confidence.

The lesson drawn by the union lead-
ers and the Labour Party was that it
showed that the miners were fighting a
hopeless battle. They declared inevita-
ble a defeat they had done nothing to
prevent.

Thatcher herself saw it differently
and admitted nine years after the strike,
“We were in danger of losing every-
thing,” and the strike “could indeed
have brought down the government”.

SoCialicl pm—

Yorkor

Bocialis! &=+
| Worker
P e |

OMEN PLAYED a big
role in the strike, and a
new book details their
experiences.

It says for some women “standing
‘by’ or ‘behind’ one’'s man” was a
strong reason for supporting the strike.
For others it was a matter of “political
principle”.

But some women also supported
their husbands working and were
against the strike. Women's mixed
feelings were the “messy reality” in
the early days of the strike and as it
dragged on.

Women's groups supporting the
strike grew out of existing political
groups, or were set up by miners’
wives who were angry at the media’s
portrayal of women as anti-strike.

Janie Robertson from Stirling
remembered that her group “kept us

sane”. And getting involved “gave many
women a sense of agency”.

A protest on 12 May in Barnsley saw
up to 12,000 women from support
groups on a march.

Janet Slater from Nottinghamshire
said, “There was definitely a feeling
of pride. To get among people where
you're all of the same thought was
really uplifting.”

The success of the march saw the
movement expand and the NUM union
sensed its usefulness despite some
branches being against women's
action. NUM president Arthur Scargill
and women from the movement set
up the National Women Against Pit
Closures (NWAPC).

Awomen's rally in London on 11
August was its first major national
public event, with over 20,000 people.

Some women also picketed during

1March

National Coal

Board (NCB)
announcesclosure
of Cortonwood pitin
Yorkshire—minersat
the pitwalk out

6 March
Scottishand
Yorkshire areas of
the NUM make strike
official

12 March

Halfthe country’s
minersareonstrike—

thisrisestoover
80percentover the
courseofthe strike

15March

David Jones, miner
aged 23, killed while
picketingin Ollerton,
Nottinghamshire

29 March
Transportunionsban
the movement of coal
19 April

NUM special
conferenceratifies
the strike

25 April

Yorkshire miners'
leader Jack Taylor
doesdealwiththe
ISTC steel union
toallow 30,000
tons of steelaweek
tobeproducedat
Scunthorpe works
3May

British Steeluse
heavy lorriestobreak
picketlines

12 May
Scottishminers’

leader Mick
McGahey agrees
toallownormal
steel productionat
Ravenscraig

14 May

Some 40,000
strikingminers
marchin
Mansfield,
Nottinghamshire
23 May

The Aslefand NUR
railunions settle
theirpay dispute,

preventingthem
striking alongside the
miners

25May
Scab “working
miner"” groups

emerge with

governmentand ;

business backing
30 May 15 June
Scargillarrested Joe Green,aminer,
atOrgreave. More iscrushedtodeath
than80 otherminers | while picketingat
arrestedand 62 Ferry Bridge power
injured station

18 June
Secondmass picket
atOrgreave with
5,000 miners. Official
figures showmore
picketsinjuredthan
policeforfirsttime.
Scargillhospitalised
27 June

TUC day of action.
Some50schools
take unofficial strike
actionandover
50,000 people
marchforthe miners

9 July

Dockstrike starts
againstmovement
ofcoal. Itis called off
aftertendays

14 July

25,000 attend
DurhamMiners’ Gala
31July

High Courtfines
SouthWales NUM
£50,000under
anti-unionlaws—-the
firsttimetheunionis
finedunderthelaws.

Dockers sltrike
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the strike. One of them, Linda, said, “It
was scary but it was good. Standing up
for what you think is right.”

This led to debate among miners
about whether women belonged on
the pickets.

Another woman, K, said she
felt like a “different person” on the
pickets because the normal rules for
women were rewritten or temporarily
forgotten.

The cops were just as brutal to
women as they were to men. Aggie in
Nottinghamshire said the police “don't
give a shit whether you be male or
female”.

The aid provided by women's groups
alongside help from family, friends and
local small firms was crucial.

Between July 1984 and September
1985 NWAPC raised over £710,000. In
the run-up to Christmas, the Mining

Labour leader Neil the pitdeputies'union, | 5 November NUMassetsand
Kinnocksays, “The vote by 82.5percent Neil Kinnock refuses funds
courtswillhave their for strike tospeakataseriesof | 5pecember
way.” 24 October rallies with Scargill lanMacGregor
23 August Nacods pitdeputies’ 21 November announces plansto
Secondnationaldock | leaderscalloff strike Governmentcuts privatise pits
strike over unloading 26 October supplementary 7December

of coal, lastsoverthree | HighCourtorders benefitsto£16 per TUC says itwill
weeks the sequestration wee_k_forstrikers' nottake actionin
3 September (seizure) of NUM families supportof NUM
TUC votestosupport funds 30 November

miners. This support 2 November Courtsappoint

never materialises NCB offers miners HerbertBrewer, a

28 September abacktoworkcash Tory Party official, as

Members of Nacods, bonus thereceivertocontrol

Men and women fought together.

Families Christmas Appeal, instigated
by NWAPC, brought in nearly
£400,000.

But winter was bitter. Poppy
remembers in her house “all of a
sudden there was no fences, there was
no bannisters, various doors would go
missing” to heat the home.

Norma Dolby recorded that by
December, “Gone was the feeling of
togetherness. Arkwright Town was
now a village with a big black cloud
over it

The activism and new networks
disappeared in the aftermath of the
strike and most groups folded, with
women focussing on getting “back
to normal” than on continuing their
political work.

Women and the Miners’ Strike by
Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite and Natalie
Thomlinson, £35

[t was right to fight
for fossil fuel jobs

ORMER PRIME minister Boris

Johnson said in 2021 that

Margaret Thatcher had given

Britain an “early big start” in
moving away from fossil fuels when
she closed the pits.

But Thatcher didn’t close the
pits because of environmental
concerns. Defeating the miners
involved building more oil-burn,
nuclear and gas-fired power stations
and encouraging the development of
more opencast mines.

The Tories also agreed to a
deal with the French government
to supply power stations with
electricity by doubling the size of the
cable connecting the two countries.

But there is a real argument about
whether we should back those
fighting to keep their jobs in the
fossil fuel industries. The answer
must always be yes.

Strikes aren’t just important
because they can win workers
better pay and conditions. They are
essential because they can change
the way that workers see themselvs.

Miners were right to strike against
a Tory government that was trying to
destroy their lives.

That doesn’t mean we should fall
alongside trade union leaders who
cheer the construction of fossil fuel
infrastructure or ignore the climate
crisis. Last year GMB union general
secretary Gary Smith welcomed the
construction of the environmentally
destructive Rosebank oilfield.

Unite union general secretary
Sharon Graham said she was “100

percent in favour” of the field and
added that oil workers can’t be
made into “the coalminers of their
generation.”

Both unions use the language of a
“just transition”—originally meaning
a plan for workers in polluting
industries to be retrained for green
jobs in the renewable sector, to
argue for the fossil fuel economy to
remain essentially unchanged.

The limited vision of the trade
union leaders is already being seen
in South Wales. Tata Steel plans to
get rid of 3,000 jobs in Britain and
close the Port Talbot blast furnace.

Argue

The bosses argue that this move is
an environmentally friendly one.
But the unions are half-hearted in
arguing to defend every job and
simultaneously to embrace the
least damaging method of steel
production.

The key is to put workers at the
heart of all the discussion about
what’s produced, how it’s produced
and how it fits into a wider plan for
a sustainable economy.

Capitalism, a system that puts
profits first, can never allow
either workers’ democracy or
genuine planning in the interests
of the whole of society. Had the
miners’ strike won, it would have
strengthened the argument for more
workers’ control and encouraged the
sort of struggles that can
begin to offer an alternative to
capitalism.

7 January 2March
NCBclaim1,200 Yorkshire votesto
minersreturn continue strike
toworkacross 3March

country NUM conference
24 February votes 98to91to
Massrallyin returntowork
Londonforthe 5March
minersseesarrests | mMinersmarch

28 February backtowork.
NCBheadlan Allof Scargill's
MacGregorpledges | predictionsabout
thatsackedminers | pitclosureplansare
willnotbe provencorrectin
re-employed yearstocome
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‘Iheres got to be deflance

L

Ian Mitchell was a young
miner during the Great
Strike having started in
the pits after the miners’
victory against the Tories
in 1974. He was sacked

in 1988 and blacklisted
which made it almost
impossible to find another
job. He spoke to

Socialist Worker about the
struggle then and now.

SW: How did the strike begin?

IM:In 1984 the strike started
over Margaret Thatcher’s threat
of pit closures. She laid out a
programme of closures to 20 pits.
The estimates that 20,000 jobs
would go was actually just the tip
of the iceberg and in fact tens of
thousands of more jobs were at
risk.

Of the 1,300 men in our pit—
Silverwood in Yorkshire—1,000
met at a branch meeting and we
unanimously agreed to strike.
We knew a key lesson from the
successful strikes in the 1970s
was that we had to spread the
action quickly.

We sent pickets out to any
pit that refused to join us
immediately to try to convince
them to strike with us.

Neither Thatcher nor the head
of the coal board Ian MacGregor
thought we’d be able to last being
on strike for a full 12 months.

The reason we lost was that we
were let down by the TUC and
leaders of other unions whose
workers accepted pay-offs and
didn’t deliver the solidarity that
was required for us to win.

SW: How do the new anti-
union laws today relate to
those in the 80s and how can
they be overcome?

IM: We broke every law in the
book and until quite late in the
strike the Tories didn’t dare to use
the law against the union.
They were confident enough to go
to the courts only when we had
been weakened by Labour and the
union leaders.

The lesson is if you're going
to comply with them then yeah
you're fucked but if you defy
them, you can beat them. The
new laws now, the minimum
service levels, the Tories are
trying to enforce completely
undermine the point of a strike.

It’s really important the union
leaders do not go along with this.

During the miners' strike there
was talk of all the union leaders
going to jail, in fact not one union
leader was ever jailed.

There’s got to be defiance from

the union leaders and rank and
file members to refuse to adhere
to them.

SW: How did you notice
striking miners' ideas change
and what ideas of yours
changed during the strike?

IM: The role of women and
groups like Women Against Pit
Closures were pivotal in keeping
the strike going. The quite deep
sexist ideas and attitudes towards
women of many miners changed
during the strike because women
were fighting side by side with
the men. They challenged men’s
views.

It didn’t make sense to be racist
when black people were on picket
lines bringing you solidarity,
money and food.

And when it came to police
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The Tories burnt a lot of oil and
ramped up gas usage in trying
to defeat us and had an idea to
make the majority of Britain run
on nuclear energy.

After the miners’ strike the
reliance on fossil fuels increased.
The job was dangerous but
we were well paid and our
communities had a social glue
before the strike.

Our areas were decimated by
the fallout from the defeat of the
strike, leaving most men in those
communities unemployed.

Rightly a demand of recent
fossil fuel workers on strike
has been for a just transition to
retrain in renewable energy.

second.
The Labour Party was
completely out of sync with us.

brutality black people supporting
the strike would tell strikers how
they’d been targeted and beaten
up by the police.

Homophobic ideas were
challenged by the group Lesbians
and Gays Support the Miners who
fundraised for many pits.

We used to discuss and debate
international struggles.

One of the hardest things for
the British working class to get
their heads around was Ireland
as there was so much propaganda
pumped out.

But when the Irish republicans
of with IRA tried to kill Thatcher
in a bomb at the Brighton hotel
the chant on the picket line the
next day was “I...I...IRA” and I'l
never forget the cops’ faces.

I lost complete faith in the
Labour Party because of its role.

SW: What would you tell a
climate activist today who
may question whether it was
right to defend the closure of
mines?

IM: You've got large workforces
employed in jobs that are
detrimental to the environment,
you can’t just go and sack them or
treat them like scum. You've got
to find an alternative to transfer
their skills.

But in a society run on greed
and not need that doesn’t happen.

READ MORE

The TUC made promises but Reissued for the Available at
never delivered. Neil Kinnock 40th anniversary Bookmarks,the
as Labour leader at the time sat of the strike socialist
on the fence at best, worked his bookshop.Phone
arse off behind the scenes trying ©1984, the Miners 02076371848
to get a deal that would’ve been and the strike that or buy online at
detrimental to us. could have won bookmarks

That’s why I joined the SWP
because I saw the need to
be with an organisation that
combined ideas and action. We
were fighting against the idea
that profit is first and people are

by lan Taylor £3 bookshop.co.uk
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