JOIN THE ACTIONS FOR PALESTINE THIS WEEKEND

For details see stopwar.org.uk and scottishpsc.org.uk  Join march this Saturday, 12 noon, central London
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LABOUR

Debating the
alternative to
rotten Labour

KEIR STARMER’S refusal to
break from Israel is tearing
Labour apart. But what sort
of politics and organisation
do we need now?

With two conferences
meeting this weekend to
discuss the issues, we look
at the potential for change—
and at some of the problems
facing the movement.

>>Page 6

ANTI-RACISM

| B

Defiance—past
struggles to
inspire us now

A NEW TV series this week
examines the struggle of
the 1970s and 1980s in
Britain against the far right
and fascists from Asian
people’s perspective.

It reveals a proud history
of resistance and is a
righteous celebration of
those who reclaimed their
streets from the racists.

>>Pages 10&11
N

YEMEN

The history of the
Houthis—Yemen
and resistance

THE US and Britain
attacked Yemen after the
Houthi movement targeted
shipping in solidarity

with the Palestinians.

But a top US diplomat has
now admitted a “diplomatic
solution” will have to be
found.

>>Pages 14&15
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A WEEK WHEN
MURDERS
SHOOK WEST’S
SUPPORT FOR

ISRAEL'S WAR

Israel’s announcement that it has pulled all its troops

out of southern Gaza came after seven days of intense
pressure. Against its will, even the US has been forced
into criticism of the war on Gaza, as Yuri Prasad explains

Monday 1 April

Israel kills foreign aid
workers in Gaza

Its jets bomb Iranian
embassy in Syria

THE ISRAELI military launched a
missile attack on aid workers for
the group World Central Kitchen
and killed seven people.

The team had just delivered over
100 tonnes of food supplies from
a warehouse in Deir al-Balah, in
central Gaza.

Israeli fired at a first car on a
road that it had agreed the convoy
should use. It then systematically
targeted another two cars,
destroying them all with missiles.

The strikes came despite all the

vehicles being marked with the
aid group’s logo and in full co-
ordination with the Israeli state.

Even pro-Israel media in the West
are outraged as it becomes clear
that the dead include people from
Britain, Poland, Australia and a dual
US-Canadian citizen, as well as a
Palestinian—Saifeddin Issam Ayad
Abutaha.

On the same day, Israeli
warplanes bombed Iran’s embassy
in Syria in a strike that killed seven
of its staff, including three senior
military commanders.

The bombing is a clear escalation
of the war. Some commentators
suggest that Israel is attempting to
provoke Iran and then draw the US
into a wider regional war.

Meanwhile, in the Israeli capital,
Tel Aviv, protests against president
Binyamin Netanyahu’s handling of
the war in Gaza are growing.

Tuesday 2 April
Israel admits aid convoy
attack

A FEROCIOUS international
backlash has followed the aid
convoy attack with even Israel’s
biggest supporters under
pressure to criticise it.
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ospital in Deir el-Balah, the Gaza Strip

But Netanyahu can only bring
himself to make a half-apology.

“Unfortunately, in the last day
there was a tragic case of our
forces unintentionally hitting
innocent people in the Gaza
Strip... It happens in war,” he
said.

Fearing a backlash, US
president Joe Biden said he was
“outraged and heartbroken” by
the killing.

Yet, the Biden administration
continues to press the US

Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
Twitter @socialistworker

Palestinians carry the body of a World Central Kitchen worker at the Al-Aqsa

Congress to approve a plan to
sell $18 billion worth F-15 fighter
jets to Israel.

The deal, which would be one
of the largest ever, would also
include munitions.

Israel already has enough
F-15s to destroy Gaza. But it
wants more so it can target Iran,
Syria and Lebanon.

So far, the White House has
nothing to say about Israel’s
bombing of Iran’s embassy in
Syria.
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ISRAEL DESTROYED three World Central Kitchen vehicles, killing 7 people last week

Wednesday 3 April
Pressure is mounting

THE BODIES of the World Food
Kitchen’s six international staff
are transported out of Gaza but
outrage at the murders seems only
to grow.

All the main food aid agencies
have now withdrawn from Gaza
until they receive safety assurances
from the Israeli government—
adding to the numbers starving.

Pressure on the government
over British arms sales to Israel is
mounting with even some Tories
saying they should be stopped.

They worry that the “rules-based
order” that imperialism depends
on may be shattered by the war on
Gaza.

The White House has finally
responded to Israel’s attack on the
Iranian embassy in Syria. “No, we
don’t support attacks on diplomatic
facilities,” said a spokesperson.

Thursday 4 April
Biden threatens Israel
policy change

IN A tense phone call—the details
of which were released to the

Write to
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. PO Box 74955
" London
E16 9EJ

media—Biden told Netanyahu
that there must be an “immediate
ceasefire”.

He added that US Gaza policy is
dependent on “measurable” steps
Israel takes to address “civilian
harm, humanitarian suffering and
the safety of aid workers” in the
enclave.

Israel responded by announcing
it would reopen the Beit Hanoun
crossing with northern Gaza. It also
announced it would “temporarily”
open the Ashdod port to receive aid.
It would allow aid from Jordan to
move through the Karem Abu Salem
crossing to southern Gaza, it said.

The United Nations secretary-
general, Antonio Guterres, said
such “scattered measures” were not
enough.

The US pressure promoted a new
round of speculation about ceasefire
talks in Egypt.

And the continuing horror is now
putting pressure on the British legal
establishment.

Some 600 legal figures, including
three retired Supreme Court
judges, called on the government to
suspend arms sales to Israel.

Friday 5 April
Netanyahu wants to
extend war

STUNG BY its growing
international isolation, Israel is
trying to draw Lebanon and Iran
into a wider war it hopes will
galvanise Western support.
Israeli bombing killed
Lebanese Hezbollah resistance

commander Ali Ahmed Hassin
in the village of al-Sultaniyah.
Israeli politicians demand that
the IDF go still further and
launch an invasion.

Meanwhile, the Israeli
government has released its
report into the killing of the
international aid workers at the
beginning of the week.

It admits that it fired the
missiles that hit the aid convoy in
Deir al-Balah and has dismissed
two army officers and disciplined
three others.

The army has refused to
answer any questions about the
nearly 200 other aid workers
that it has killed during the six
months of war.

It knows that it is under far
less pressure over those deaths
because most were Palestinians.

Scott Paul of Oxfam, said,
“Let’s be very clear. This is tragic,
but it is not an anomaly... The
killing of aid workers in Gaza has
been systemic.”

Saturday 6 April

Sunak shocked by
bloodshed but stands by
Israel

PRIME MINISTER Rishi Sunak said
that although he was “shocked
by the bloodshed” of Israel’s war
on Gaza, he continues to stand
by “Israel’s right to defend its
security”.

The Tories are clear that they will
keep arming Israel. And that makes
the brother of one of the slain aid

Tories and Labour both want to
keep the arms flowing to Israel

THE BRITISH government is
refusing to stop arming Israel.

Oliver Dowden—Tory deputy
prime minister—told BBC
News last Sunday that Israel is
conducting “a legitimate war of
self-defence” and that selling
arms to Israel is entirely legal.

Dowden defended Britain’s
policy, saying, “Can we lawfully
sell arms to Israel? Yes, that is
the case. On that basis... that
position has not changed.”

And so Britain’s arming of
Israel’s genocide is continuing
(see page 17).

Dowden’s comments come
despite the government
receiving legal advice from its
own lawyers stating that Israel
has breached international
humanitarian law in Gaza.

The government has no
interest in stopping the flow of
arms to Israel because it knows
the state is a watchdog for
Western interests in the Middle
East.

Yet most people do want a
ban on arm sales to Israel. A
poll last Wednesday showed
that 56 percent are in favour
of one and only 17 percent are
against.

Protests at Elbit Systems’in Leicester

That’s because they see
what’s happening in Gaza as
genocide.

David Lammy—Labour
shadow foreign secretary—
last week also refused to
back banning selling arms to
Israel. Instead he called on the
government to publish its legal
advice.

Obligations

The furthest Lammy went was

to express “very real concerns

that our obligations according

to international humanitarian

law might have been breached’.
In other words, Labour is

workers furious.

“I don’t believe our government
will hold the correct people to
account, but I guarantee that our
government will sell weapons to
Israel, which may in turn be used to
kill our fellow citizens... It’s hard to
comprehend that.”

The founder of the World Food
Kitchen, Jose Andres, went further
saying that Israel is engaged in a
“war against humanity itself”.

“It’s been six months of targeting
anything that seems—moves.

“This doesn’t seem a war against
terror. This doesn’t seem anymore a
war about defending Israel,” he said.

“This really, at this point, seems
it’s a war against humanity itself.”

Sunday 7 April
Israel announces troops
out of southern Gaza

Israeli troops have pulled back from southern Gaza but remain in the north

ISRAEL HAS pulled all its ground
troops out of southern Gaza for
“tactical reasons”, generals said.
Two brigades will stay in the
northern half of the strip.

Why did Israel decide to
withdraw?

It’s certainly not because they
have achieved their military
object of smashing Hamas and
releasing all Israeli hostages—
those have not been achieved.

There are a number of possible
explanations.

One is that Biden finally told
Israel that if the war didn’t stop,
he would restrict the flow of
arms to the country.

Another is that the Israeli
forces are now preparing for
a giant offensive against the
southern city of Rafah, where
more than a million Palestinians
have been forced to flee.

standing by and doing nothing.

Part of the problem is that
international law is largely
unenforceable—it is resistance
from below demanding a ban
that will make an impact.

A step in the right direction
came from the PCS civil service
workers’ union last Friday.

It said in a statement that it
is “seriously considering” legal
action to prevent its members
who oversee British arms
exports to Israel “from being
forced to carry out unlawful
acts”.

The PCS says its members
have requested that “they
cease work immediately” on
tasks related to export licences
to Israel.

And it’s not just civil servants
in Britain—around 600 civil
servants in Germany have
signed a letter calling on the
German government to “cease
arm deliveries to the Israeli
government with immediate
effect’.

Workers should refuse to
handle—or provide licences
for—arms being sold to Israel,
and back up that refusal with
hard hitting industrial action.

It would be a bloodbath on a
new scale but there is pressure
on Netanyahu to press on with it.

Israel’s national security
minister Itamar Ben-Gvir warned
Netanyahu if he decides to end
the war on Gaza without “an
extensive attack on Rafah” to
defeat the Palestinian group
Hamas “he will not have a
mandate to continue serving as
prime minister”.

Some sources predict that
Israel is preparing for war with
Iran and its allies in Lebanon,
and therefore wants to regroup
its forces.

At this stage it is impossible to
know the real reasons for Israel’s
withdrawal but no one should be
fooled into thinking that this war
is over.

Israel continues to rain down
death from the sky as its drones
and fighter planes scour Gaza for
any possible target.

The week ahead...

THE INTERNATIONAL pressure
on Israel was set to mount still
further. On Monday this week
the UN Security Council was to
meet to discuss recognition of a
Palestinian state and its admission
into the UN.

Such a move will be opposed
viciously by not only Israel but its
chief backers, the US and Britain.




Socialist Worker 10 April 2024

NEWS & COMMENT ¢

Socialist Worker 10 April 2024

The leaders’
manoeuvres
have not
stopped the
Gaza horrors

by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE WEAK words of Western
leaders telling Israel to let up in
its destruction of Gaza mean lit-
tle to the Palestinians who were
still being starved, maimed and
killed by the terror state this
week.

In just six months the Israeli
state has now murdered more than
33,100 Palestinians. This means
that, on average, the Zionist state
has killed 179 people a day, includ-
ing an average of 75 children a day.

Workers from the World Health
Organisation (WHO) gained access
to the burnt-out shell of al-Shifa
hospital on Friday of last week.

The WHO stated that “numerous
shallow graves” were dug outside
the emergency department and that
“many dead bodies were partially
buried with their limbs visible”.

Across Gaza, Israel is still starving
Palestinians as it refuses to allow
enough aid in.

Those existing in the north are
suffering especially acutely from
Israel’s blockade.

According to a new report from
Oxfam, people in Gaza are being
forced to survive on an average of
245 calories per day. That’s less than
two slices of bread.

On Monday, the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (Unrwa) was still
blocked from delivering aid to those
in desperate need.

Israel had also blocked Unrwa
chief Philippe Lazzarini from enter-
ing Gaza. He recently described
the hunger in Gaza as being “man
made” and added that aid agencies
are engaged in a “race against the
clock to try to reverse the impact of
the spreading hunger and the loom-
ing famine in the Gaza Strip.”

Some Palestinians have begun to
return to Khan Younis since Israel
withdrew its troops from parts

of the south of Gaza.
Most of those who have
returned have

found that
their homes
have been

reduced to rubble by Israeli
bombs and tank fire.

A Palestinian mother
of four, Maha Thaer, told
Al Jazeera news that the
streets of Khan Younis
“smell like death”.

BACK STORY

These figures, released on
Monday, show the scale of
the Israeli assault against
Palestinians which continued
despite Western warnings

®33,175 Palestinians killed and at
least 75,886 wounded in the Gaza
Strip

@At least 456 Palestinians killed
in the occupied West Bank and
East Jerusalem

®Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics said that 44 percent

of Palestinians killed by Israel in
Gaza are children

“We don’t have a city any more,
only rubble. There is absolutely
nothing left. I could not stop myself
crying as I walked through the
streets.

“All the streets have been
bulldozed. And the smell... I
watched people digging and bring-
ing out the bodies.”

Recep Abu Aklin, who returned
to Khan Younis from Rafah, said
that he “struggled to even find the
location” of his home.

“I witnessed an indescribable
destruction that I have never seen in
my life here.

“There’s no water and no
infrastructure due to the attacks, but
we will resist. We will live in tents on
top of the rubble,” he added.

Horrific details also emerged
about the treatment of detained
Palestinians at Israel’s Sde Teiman
army base.

A doctor told Israel’s Haaretz
newspaper of “deplorable condi-
tions” and “routine” amputations
due to handcuff injuries.

Haaretz reported that the doctor
said “inmates are fed through straws,
defecate in diapers and are held in
constant restraints, which violate
medical ethics and the law.”

DISPLACED PALESTINIANS return to their shattered homes in Khan Younis

I'm trapped in Rafah but |
still believe we will be free’

PALESTINIAN JOURNALIST Alaa
Salamabh is trapped in Rafah.
She has a message for Western
leaders after the discovery of
Israel’s massacres at al-Shifa
hospital.

“They must stop this barbaric
war and stop being hypocrites—
all they care about is power and
money.

“Be honest with your people
about what you are doing. The
United States government is
turning a blind eye to what is
happening in Gaza. It is standing
with Israel.

“There needs to be a change of
rulers everywhere. They can’t do
their job properly and they don’t
deserve to rule.

“Conditions here are very
harsh. We moved from a flat to a
tent placed on some sand. Even
making a simple toilet is difficult.

“In Rafah most of the food we
get comes from the aid that is
distributed. You can find food in
the markets, but it is much too
pricey for most families to afford.

“There is also a water crisis
here. We have limited access to
any water, but the water we do
get is still not clean according to
international standards.

Alaa Salamah

“There was already a water
crisis in Gaza before the war, but
now it has become acute.

“It’s very easy to get a disease
from drinking the water now.

“We just want to live in
dignity on our land. We are very
desperate and tired.

“The Zionists have tried to
kill any hope that still lives
inside us. They have tried to kill
anything human inside us.

“But what they don’t
understand is that they can’t do
that. We still have faith that one
day we will be free.”

Israel has

decided to
shut down
the truth

THE ISRAELI state wants to
stop foreign news outlets from
covering the horrors it commits
against the Palestinians.

Last Monday, Israel passed
a law that allowed for 45-day
shutdowns of foreign media in
the occupied territories and
Israel.

This law was specifically
targeted at Al-Jazeera.

The law also allows Israeli
soldiers and police to seize
any equipment used by foreign
media agencies that the terror
state deems to pose a security
risk.

In six months, the Israeli state
has killed at least 95 journalists
have been killed by the Israeli
state.

One of the most recent was
Muhammad Salama, a host of
the Agsa TV channel.

He was murdered along with
his family in an airstrike on his

home in Deir al-Balah last Friday.

Protesting in Manchester last Saturday

40 protests show a mood
to keep up the solidarity

OVER 40 protests

for Palestine last
weekend showed the
continuing readiness
to mobilise against the
Israeli assaults and
Western support for
the killing.

In many areas,
people reacted with
anger and horror to
the murder of aid
workers this week
but asked why Rishi
Sunak and Joe Biden
had not shown similar
concern over the
murder of 33,000
Palestinians.

And on every
protest, campaigners
raised demands for
Britain to stop arming
and funding Israel.

In most areas the
Palestine Solidarity
Campaign (PSC) called
the protests, backed by
other groups.

Around 700 people
marched through
Manchester under the
slogan, “Rise up with
Palestinian women.”

They heard
speeches from
Palestinian women
before marching
around the city,
stopping at Barclays
Bank.

Demonstrations
have been held
every Saturday in
Manchester with a
different focus each
week.

Over 300 people
demonstrated for
Palestine in Cardiff.
Following a rally

outside the central
library, a march went
through the city with
stops at Barclays and
McDonald’s, reports
Rob.

There were around
350 out for Palestine
in Edinburgh, 200 in
Nottingham and 200
in Dundee.

Up to 200 people
in Hackney, east
London, marched
through Dalston high
street and blockaded
a Pret A Manger
store, sitting down
outside it. Pret has
announced a major
new store expansion
in apartheid Israel.

Banner
About 70 people in
Harlow, Essex, joined
a rally, demonstration
and banner drop.
Around 20 people in
Coventry took part
in a PSC picket of
Barclays Bank.
Around 75
protesters gathered
outside a Pret
A Manger in
Walthamstow, in east
London. Some 30
people lay down in the
doorway of the Pret
as part of a “die-in”
action, blocking
anyone coming in.
Around ten minutes
after the “die-in”
started, police started
threatening arrests.
The cops’ presence
remained during the
entire protest, but
didn’t affect morale.

On the contrary,
protester, Siobhan,
said that “networks
are growing”. She said
that “building people’s
confidence so they
feel they can protest”
is an important goal of
the local actions.

Protesters marched
through Walthamstow
market toward the
nearby Starbucks,
which closed its
shutters as soon as
the crowd arrived,
preventing anyone
from going in.

The chants
continued outside
Starbucks before the
protest moved back
toward the town
centre.

What began as a
PSC campaign stall
in Brighton ended
with a well-supported
impromptu march.

Some 40 people
took part in a protest
in Chesterfield, there
were 50 in Hull and
in Dumfries in the
Scottish Borders PSC
supporters gathered
outside the local
BBC office to protest
against the screening
of the Eurovision Song
Contest that includes
the participation of
Israel.

On Sunday the
Scottish Stop the
War Coalition held a
national assembly in
Glasgow.

Thanks to Michael

Kabasele for the report
from Walthamstow

Calendar of resistance

Saturday, 13 April regional events on the theme of Stop Arming
Israel. In London, a march assembles at 12 noon and goes to

Parliament Square

Thu 18 April, 6.30pm Palestine and the Unions: the Next Steps
for the Movement, Zoom meeting called by Stop the War. For link
email office@stopwar.org.uk

Wed 24 April PSC lobby of parliament
Wed 1 May Workplace day of action

WHAT WE THINK

KEEP OUR EYES ON THE
PRIZE OF A FREE PALESTINE

T’S EASY to be overwhelmed
and distracted by the rush of
contradictory and deliberately
confusing signals our leaders
are coming out with about
Palestine almost every day.

What do those at the top mean
by a ceasefire? Will Israel invade
Rafah in Gaza and will negotiations
between Israel and Palestinian
resistance group, Hamas come to
anything?

We do know one thing for
certain—that those in power will
do anything and engage in any
grubby political manoeuvres to
conserve their imperialist interests
and maintain their rule.

But we should also remember
that what we do matters, and is
influencing events.

A crucial part of why Israel
is more isolated than ever is
because millions across the
world have taken to the streets
for Palestine—and Britain has
been one of the most important
examples of solidarity.

In an election year, Rishi Sunak
and Joe Biden are trying to satisfy
two sides.

They want to maintain their
relationship with Israel to bolster
imperialism.They are also under

pressure from below to at least
look like they want to reduce the
bloodshed in Gaza.

That’s why the Tories
announced they would support a
new “humanitarian aid corridor”
between Cyprus and Gaza
but also defended the British
government’s right to sell weapons
to Israel this week.

It’s why Biden warned
Israel’s prime minister, Binyamin
Netanyahu, to let more aid into
Gaza while also approving the sale
of as many as 50 F-15 fighter jets
to the terror state.

And Netanyahu is also caught
up in political manoeuvres.

Under pressure from those
within his own government the

Rulers try to
balance the
interests of
imperialism and
grubby local gains
I

Israeli prime minister said on
Monday that a date had been set
for the invasion of Rafah.

Israel’s far right national
security minister, ltamar Ben-Gvir,
and minister of finance, Bezalel
Smotrich had threatened to bring
down Netanyahu’s government
unless he backed a Rafah invasion.

Ben-Gvir warned that
Netanyahu would “cease to have
a mandate to serve as prime
minister” unless he signed off
a military obliteration of Rafah,
regardless of how many died.

What happens at the top
matters, especially when it
develops into weaknesses we can
take advantage of.

But we must never lose sight
of our most important goal—the
full liberation of the Palestinian
people.

This means our fight needs to
go much further than convincing
our rulers to send a few lorries
of aid or calling for a temporary
ceasefire.

We need to make it utterly
impossible for our rulers to
continue to support or fund Israel
in any way. Only after that can we
start to glimpse a future where
Palestine is free.

TORY OCEANS OF FANTASY

ORY MPS caught in a

sexting scandal are the latest

symptom of a government in
terminal decline.

An unknown user sent MPs
naked images and then two
Tory MPs responded by sending
pictures of themselves.

The initial images were sent to
politicians as part of a “phishing
attack”—intended to gather
compromising information on a
person. And some Tories eagerly
complied.

The Russian revolutionary
Leon Trotsky wrote that the dying

days of the Tsar’s regime in 1917
involved a “crowned hooliganism”
at the top of society. And rulers in
a death spiral have some features
in common.

Similar scandals hit John
Major—Tory prime minister in
the 1990s—before the Labour
landslide in the 1997 general
election.

Another sign of the end is that
so far 63 Tory MPs are standing
down ahead of the next general
election—the rats are fleeing the
sinking ship.

When a ruling clique goes

under, wrote Trotsky, its leading
figures “make the impression of
people who are overburdened
by their job, but at the same time
unwilling to give up even a part
of those rights of which they are
unable to make any use”.

Tory MPs today seek to secure
their futures, plunder the last
chances for enrichment and think
only of self-preservation.

As they lurch from scandal to
scandal in the final convulsions of
a government in crisis, it should be
our task to push them firmly over
the edge.

Breakfast i
RED

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red
and get the latest news every day.

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfast-in-red

socialistworker.co.uk

Our website brings together stories of
struggles the mainstream won’t report. It
helps you find socialist meetings, protests
and strikes—and the Marxist ideas and
activism to change the world.
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ANALYSIS 3
|ALEX CALLINICOS

Are Germany'’s Israel
ties under threat?

THE RULING class are split over how to deal with
the Israeli killing machine, so much so that even the
German state is under pressure.

Olaf Scholz’s government has stood foursquare behind
Netanyahu and stepped up arms sales to Israel.

But this has come at increasing diplomatic cost.

As Niels Annen, state secretary in the Development Ministry,
admitted, “We have lost a lot of soft power in the Arab world”.
Supposedly the policy is atonement for the Nazis’ murder of
nearly six million Jews in the Holocaust.

In a famous speech to the Israeli Knesset in March 2008,
the then-German chancellor, Angela Merkel, said, “Germany’s
special historical responsibility for Israel’s security...is part of
my country’s reason of state. For me as German Chancellor,
therefore, Israel’s security will never be open to negotiation.”

As the weekly Der Spiegel news website put it, “the
formulation about reason of state has remained— and become
part of Merkel’s legacy.”

But the relationship between Israel and the Federal Republic
of Germany— which was created by the Western occupying
powers in 1949— goes back to the 1950s.

Konrad Adenauer, the first West German chancellor, saw
establishing a close relationship with Israel as crucial to
regaining international acceptance after the Holocaust.

He put it in antisemitic terms, stating that “the power of
the Jews even today, especially in America, should not be
underestimated”.

German reparation payments agreed on in 1953 boosted the
Israeli economy when it was absorbing half a million Middle
Eastern Jewish refugees. From 1957 onwards, West Germany
became one of Israel’s major arms suppliers. The historian
Adam Tooze argues that arms figured heavily in Merkel’s
intervention.

“The really important weapons deliveries that Germany has
made to Israel in recent decades are big and lumpy, they take
years to design and deliver and cost billions of euros—they are
submarines. Since the 1990s, German dockyards have been the
prime contractors for Israel’s submarine fleet,” Tooze writes.

Designed

The six German-built submarines are designed to fire cruise
missiles bearing an important complement to an estimated
around 90 Israel nuclear warheads. From the early 1960s a
key aspect of German-Israeli defence cooperation has been
developing this secret nuclear force. Tooze argues that Merkel
was concerned by the threat to Israel from Iran, which it
accuses of seeking to develop its own nuclear weapons.

Domestically, pro-Israel “reason of state” has gone along
with the repression of solidarity with Palestine as antisemitic.

In 2019 the German parliament passed a resolution
condemning the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
campaign. Since 7 October German cultural and academic
institutions have been engaged in a frenzied offensive to cancel
anyone who criticises Israel.

A particular shameful example came when the Max Planck
Institute for Social Anthropology sacked the Lebanese-
Australian anthropologist Ghassan Hage for social media
postings. The academic establishment has toed the “reason
of state” line. Jiirgen Habermas, Germany’s most famous
living philosopher, heir to the Frankfurt School of Marxism,
issued a statement with two colleagues saying, “Despite all the
concern for the fate of the Palestinian population, however,
the standards of judgement slip completely when genocidal
intentions are attributed to Israel’s actions.”

The International Court of Justice might beg to disagree.

Now another, more genuinely left-wing philosopher, Nancy
Fraser, has been sacked as a visiting professor at Cologne
University.

Her crime? To have signed the statement “Philosophy for
Palestine” calling for an immediate ceasefire.

But, as with the McCarthy anti-communist witch hunt in
the United States during the 1950s, the repression reaches
deep into society. State funding is being withdrawn from local
cultural centres that can be accused of Palestinian sympathies.

This isn’t just about the strategic alliance between German
imperialism and Israeli settler colonialism.

The far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) is pushing
the mainstream parties to clamp down. Genocide and
Islamophobia go hand in hand.

W,

GEORGE GALLOWAY'’S Workers Party of Britain strengthens rotten ideas

George Galloway’s politics
are not what the left needs

by CHARLIE KIMBER
[

HUNDREDS OF inde-
pendent and socialist
council candidates are set
to challenge the main par-
ties’ support for Israel and
austerity at English local
elections on 2 May.

The official lists of can-
didates, scheduled to be
released in full this week,
were set to see many new
forces putting themselves
forward, as well as more
established groups.

In the latest set of over
100 councillors who have
broken from Labour, two
councillors in Oldham,
Greater Manchester, this
week changed allegiances.

Nyla Ibrahim and Akhtar
Shoab are both now sitting
as independents because of
Labour’s stance on Gaza.

It’s welcome that so many
people are mounting a chal-
lenge to Rishi Sunak and Keir
Starmer—and for many, it’s
Starmer’s crimes that have
pushed them to stand.

But there also needs to be
a serious discussion about
what sort of left campaign is
needed.

That was underlined last
weekend when anti-fascist
group Searchlight revealed
the background of George
Galloway’s Workers Party of
Britain (WPB) council candi-
dates in Rochdale.

It said Billy Howarth, an
“anti-grooming” campaigner
has been involved with

numerous far right conspir-
acy theory groups, including
Patriots of Britain events at
Honor Oak in south London.

Socialist Worker research
shows another prospec-
tive WPB candidate, John
F Collins, who was selected
as a candidate for Spotland
in Rochdale, tweeted,
“How come Diane Abbott’s
son isn’t in prison? Sex
offenses, drug offenses,
assaults on the police... How
come these charges all just
went away? #dianeabbott
#abovethelaw.”

Another Collins post
said, “So (Sadiq) Khan and
The Guardian demand Lee
Anderson is suspended, and
Sunak obliges almost imme-
diately. See who’s in charge
now? The Muslim mob is

Workers Party
Khan’s army.”

He also reposted pro-Israel
messages such as “If you sup-
port a ceasefire, tell Hamas
to surrender” and pro-Israel
army memes.

Collins announced last
weekend he “stood down in
Spotland in favour of a very
good Lib Dem candidate”.

Jeremy Corbyn's
comeback is too late

JEREMY CORBYN'’S Peace
and Justice project was
also set to meet this
weekend.

It’s a chance for Corbyn
to declare he will stand
against Labour and the
Tories at the general
election. Unfortunately
there is little expectation
that will happen. Corbyn
could by now have been
at the head of a mass
movement if he had

announced his candidacy
when he spoke to 800,000
people at the Palestine
demonstration in London
last November.

Instead, still
constrained by the desire
to work inside labourism,
he waits and waits. That
weakens his impact and
allows other forces to fill
the gap.

For details of the conference,
go to tinyurl.com/PandJ1304

The Lib Dems are con-
tenders with Labour to be
the bosses’ B team when the
Tories become too unpopu-
lar. Nobody should be cham-
pioning their candidates.

On Saturday the No
Ceasefire No Vote group
meets in Blackburn to follow
up its first conference last
month. It brings together
many of those who broke
with Labour over Gaza. It
is scheduled to hear from
Galloway, former chair of
Respect Salma Yaqoob,
Blackburn WPB candidate
and former ambassador Craig
Murray, councillor Suleman
Khonat from the Blackburn
Independents, independent
socialist Michael Lavalette
and others.

It should both give a sense
of the scale of the challenge
to Starmer and also debate
the way forward.

We can’t build a serious
left around a politics that
sidelines issues of oppression
in the fake pursuit of “class
unity”.

Abandoning migrants or
trans people in order to grub
up a few more votes frac-
tures the working class and
strengthens rotten ideas.

We need a left that fights
for Palestine—and also takes
up other issues. And the most
important direction for those
who have marched over Gaza
is still in the streets, building
the movement, not the ballot
box.

For details of the conference, go
to noceasefirenovote.org
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NEU union conference: teachers
push for a fightback over pay

bz THOMAS FOSTER

TEACHERS AT the NEU education
union conference in Bournemouth
voted on Thursday to hold a snap
poll on the government’s pay offer
when it’s presented. And, if a major-
ity reject it with a high enough turn-
out, the union will push for a formal
ballot for strikes.

The vote came after NEU mem-
bers overwhelmingly voted for
strikes over pay in a consultative
ballot last week.

The NEU national executive pro-
posed a motion—debated in pri-
vate session—that argued the union
should not move to a formal ballot
this year.

But delegates fought to go fur-
ther than the leadership. An amend-
ment instructs the NEU to “present
the government’s pay and funding
offer in a snap poll, and if rejected
with a convincing turnout, move to
a formal ballot”.

A large minority—37 percent—
voted more clearly in favour of
moving towards a formal strike
ballot in the wake of the consulta-
tive one.

It shows a huge layer of rank and
file activists—almost four in ten del-
egates—want a more militant fight
than the union leadership.

Paul, an NEU member from
Tower Hamlets, told Socialist
Worker, “Of course it would have
been better if going for a formal
ballot in any case passed.

“But the size of the vote was a
substantial result. It shows that the
best activists in the union want to
go further than the NEU union lead-
ership. A serious number of people
want to get stuck in and push for

VOTING AT the NEU conference

national industrial action.”

Daniel Kebede, NEU union gen-
eral secretary, took to the confer-
ence floor on Wednesday to argue
against a formal strike ballot. Many
delegates told Socialist Worker that
this was an unusual move as gen-
eral secretaries don’t usually inter-
vene in debates and speak at the
end of the conference.

Delegates on the conference

floor during the Thursday morning
debate told Socialist Worker there
was a huge desire to take hard-hit-
ting action.

Debs, an NEU member, told
Socialist Worker that the debate
“shows a clear mood for action”.
“Nobody is prepared to sit back and
just let the government do what
it wants,” she said. “The desire to
wait for Labour is not as big as the

leadership thinks it is.”

Debs added, “We need to make
sure we are fighting every single
battle in every school that we pos-
sibly can. Get ballots live and open,
and teachers striking in individual
schools to show we are commit-
ted to fighting.” Around 260 dele-
gates attended a fringe meeting last
Wednesday night called, “Educators
Say—VYes To A Ballot.” The meeting

was supported by over 60 NEU dis-
tricts—nearly 33.3 percent of dis-
tricts. A substantial layer wants to
go further than the NEU leader-
ship. NEU activists need to organ-
ise and grow this layer of rank and
file activists who want to build a
fightback now. And they need to
throw themselves into building the
biggest possible turnout in the snap
poll and formal strike ballot.

Education workers demand that Brltam stops supporting Israel’s genocide

LOTS OF the media
coverage concentrates on
Birmingham’s crisis over
equal pay. A motion at the
NEU union conference
has called on the British
government to “stop
being an enabler of

Israel’s apartheid policies,

violence and anti-
Palestinian racism”.

Delegates in
Bournemouth
overwhelmingly voted
last Thursday to pass the
motion that slammed
the Israeli government
as “racist” and said it
“has a case to answer on
genocide”.

“Israel’s current hard-
right, racist government
is the main driver of
conflict, violence and
war in Palestine and
Israel,” it said. It should

give confidence to NEU
members to build action
in the workplaces on the
Palestine day of action on
Wednesday 1 May.

Delegates were defiant
after Tory education
secretary Gillian Keegan
attacked the motion as
“inappropriate” and
“reflecting the NEU’s
divisive ideology”.

The motion noted the
British government’s
attempts “to criminalise
the peaceful tactics of
boycott, divestment
and sanctions” and “to
stigmatise solidarity with
Palestinians”.

It instructed the NEU
union to “publish and
circulate educational
resources that members
can use to increase
understanding of

NEU general secretary
Daniel Kebebe on a Palestine
protest last month

Palestine and Israel”. It
also reaffirmed support
for the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign (PSC) and
encouraged districts to
affiliate to PSC and work
with its local branches.
Delegates passed an

amendment to the motion
that slammed Western
governments for axing aid
to the Unrwa aid agency.

The move “accentuates
the humanitarian crisis
in Gaza and is
unjustifiable”. Delegate
Arthur Hutchinson
opposed the amendment,
repeating the Israeli lie
that Unrwa aid workers
were part of Hamas.

Peter Block, a delegate
from Barnet in north
London, opposed the
motion.

He claimed that
people had a cognitive
bias when people spoke
about Palestine, and that
Israel was being unfairly
demonised.

Lucy Cox, a delegate
from Brent in west
London, said, “What

we are watching is a
genocide. A genocide
against women and
children and targeting
education. We have to
stand up. There is no
cognitive bias.”

Lucy explained,

“There is no evidence
of the claims about
Unrwa. Unrwa provides
education, food and
health.

“To get rid of Unrwa
is to get rid of the ways
to keep life going on the
Gaza strip. We must fight
to have funding for Unrwa
reinstated.”

Another speaker
attacked the Islamophobic
Prevent programme.

They said it’s “used
in schools to shut down
debate, shut down
solidarity for Palestinians

and racially profile
Muslim students and
Muslim colleagues”.

“In our school, after the
war in Palestine started,
we were banned from
having discussions about
it and the school tried
to impose Prevent
training,” the delegate
said. “We acted
collectively and so walked
out of the training.

“The pressure worked.
The school then held
assemblies on Palestine
and allowed students and
staff to wear badges.”

The NEU nationally
should mobilise for 1 May
day of action.

We need mass action
in workplaces, campuses
and the streets to deepen
the Palestine solidarity
movement.
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Transphobic

attacks ramp

up after new
Scottish hate

crime laws

JK Rowling and others have used the
new hate crime law to attack trans
people, writes Alex Claxton-Mayer

THE RIGHT are continuing to
use Scotland’s new hate crime
law to launch new attacks
on trans people and other
oppressed groups.

The Hate Crime and Public Order
Act became law in Scotland last
week and brought in new offences
for “stirring up hatred” relating to
age, disability, religion, sexual ori-
entation, transgender identity and
being intersex.

Author JK Rowling has taken a
lead in attacking the legislation, but
there are plenty of others who line
up with her.

She said, “If they go after any
woman for simply calling a man
a man, I'll repeat that woman’s
words and they can charge us both
at once.”

Rowling is encouraging the
misgendering of trans people—
putting them at risk of harm and
violence. What Rowling wants is
free rein to target trans people and
to deny gender self-determination.

Rowling and her allies—which
include Rishi Sunak—also suggest
the act is a new instrument to
destroy free speech and outlaw
open debate.

But that’s not true. The law only
sets as an offence “threatening or
abusive” speech that is “intended”
to stir up hatred, which is a high
bar.

And similar laws already exist—
such laws haven’t crushed debate.

Mark Walters, professor of
criminal law at Sussex university,
pointed out that “stirring up of
hatred” provisions are not new to
Scotland. “Stirring up racial hatred
has been on the statue books since
1965. Statistics show that there
are very few prosecutions for such
offences each year.

“Between 2006 and 2016, there
were just nine cases,” he said.

We have to challenge the myths

and rotten politics that critics of the
law put forward.

But that doesn’t mean socialists
should simply celebrate the act.

One reason why is that such
measures are often used by the right
against the left.

Infamously the Public Order Act
of 1936—supposedly introduced to
deal with Oswald Mosley’s fascist
Blackshirts—was only rarely used
against fascists.

Instead it was used against the
left, to attack strikers, anti-war
activists and pickets.

And more fundamentally,
there’s a problem in trusting
the state to wage a fight against
oppression.

The capitalist state is deeply
racist and sexist and shouldn’t be
trusted to defend trans people or
any other oppressed group.

It’s the cops who decide when it’s
appropriate to arrest someone.

That doesn’t mean we should rip
up laws—such as limited forms of
equality legislation—which have
been won by struggle.

But we shouldn’t rely on laws
from above to provide remedies—it
is struggle that wins advances.

THE CASS review into
‘ gender identity services

for children and young
people will be published on
Wednesday. The review, led
by Dame Hilary Cass, had an
interim report published in
2022.

Following the publication
of the interim review, it was
announced that the Tavistock
gender identity clinic for
children, would be closing after
the review criticised it.

When the full report is
published, it is likely that the
right will use it to ramp up
transphobic attacks.

A FARMER examines his destroyed maize crop

Capitalismis burning our planet as
greenhouse gases reach record high

By SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE FAILURE of those in
charge to cut down on fossil
fuel usage has meant that the
amount of greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere is reaching
near-record-breaking highs.

The increase in greenhouse
gases, caused mainly by burning
fossil fuels, agriculture and
increasing numbers of wildfires,
traps more heat in the planet’s
atmosphere, leading to a
warmer world.

The amount of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere throughout
2023 was greater than in every
other year since 1959—apart
from 2014 and 2015. So said
a new report by The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (Noaa).

Methane, which is responsible
for around 30 percent of
temperature rises, has increased
by 5.5 percent over the past
decade.

And the amount of nitrous
oxide, which can last in the
atmosphere for a century,
being pumped out is now
25 percent higher than during
pre-industrial times.

Noaa said these changes
indicate a significant change
in the chemical composition of
the atmosphere that wasn’t as
pronounced even a decade ago.

Vanda Grubisi¢, the director
of Noaa’s global monitoring
laboratory, said, “As these
numbers show, we still have
a lot of work to do to make
meaningful progress in reducing
the amount of greenhouse
gases accumulating in the
atmosphere.”

Hotter

People across the world are
feeling the devastating effects of
hotter temperatures.

An estimated 2.7 million
people in Zimbabwe, in Africa,
could face hunger after a
drought decimated maize
crops.

The shortage of grain means
bosses’ have pushed up food
prices and many people are
being forced to drink from
unsafe water sources prompting
outbreaks of cholera.

Lack of rain has also led to
blackouts, as Zimbabwe relies
mainly on hydroelectric power
for its electricity.

The Zimbabwean government

has declared a state of disaster
and similar states of emergency
have been called in Zambia and
Malawi.

Drought in Africa has been
blamed on El Nifio climate
patterns—a weather system that
leads to warmer sea surface
temperatures.

But that weather
phenomenon will only
compound soaring temperatures
caused by rising emissions.

Meanwhile, those at the top
of society are trying to crack
down on climate activists who
are fighting for a sustainable
future.

Climate leader Greta
Thunberg was arrested twice
last Saturday at an Extinction
Rebellion protest in the
Netherlands.

She was blocking the road to
demand the Dutch government
stop subsidising fossil fuel
companies.

Before her arrest, she
told reporters, “We are in a
planetary emergency, and we
are not going to stand by and
let people lose their lives and
livelihood and be forced to
become climate refugees when
we can do something.”
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Donald Trump
the bible
salesman

IN THE 2016 presidential
election, eight out of
every ten white
evangelical Christians in
the United States voted
for Donald Trump. They
made up a third of those
who voted for him and
without their support he
would never have been
elected.

They convinced
themselves that God had
chosen him to save white
Christian America from
the demonic forces
that were trying to
destroy it.

What was crucial,
however, was his
appointment of right wing
Christians to the Supreme
Court, which they saw as
making it possible to ban
abortion.

Well now that he is in
serious financial trouble,
Trump has decided to
monetise this support by
selling his own “God Bless
the USA” bibles.

Now he has never
actually read the book
himself, but if it can bring
in much-needed dollars
then what the hell.

Selling at $60, a Trump
bible is a bargain set to
rival his gold sneakers
brand. And he has only
recently compared
himself to Jesus whose
crucifixion was
apparently comparable to
Trump’s current mountain
of legal cases.

What is most disturbing
is that thousands of these
Trump bibles are likely to
be sold as this wholly
contemptible conman
shamelessly rips off
his most devout
supporters.

John Newsinger
Brighton

Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9E]
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ILLUSTRATION: TiM SANDERS

Let down by Sharon Graham'’s
fallure to lead over Palestine

UNITE UNION general secretary
Sharon Graham is wrong to attack
direct action protests and
demonstrations outside arms
factories.

In a recent letter to the union’s
officers and organisers Graham
said that Unite had “led on
opposition to the mass murder in
Gaza”.

This is despite Unite having a
totally inadequate campaigning
response.

It then goes on to say, “We
cannot and will not endorse any
organisation which decides
unilaterally and without any
discussion (let alone agreement)
with the workers themselves, to
support the targeting of our
members’ workplaces or their
jobs.”

That’s an attack on groups such

as Palestine Action and Workers for
a Free Palestine.

Both organisations have taken
important campaigning initiatives
and have been far more effective
than Unite or any other trade
union leadership.

She criticises, “Groups that look
to build networks inside trade
unions to undermine the defence
industry or demand the
disbandment of Nato and Aukus.
Whatever anyone may think
personally about those objectives is
irrelevant.”

But unions shouldn’t accept that
just because its members work in
firms that produce components for
the Israeli genocide then there can
be no campaigns against those
companies.

Of course, just as with workers
in the nuclear industry or the fossil

fuel industry, we want workers to
be offered better, more useful jobs
and not just hurled on the
scrapheap.

But we do want a world where
nobody works in such industries—
and a union should have that
bigger vision.

That doesn’t mean attacking
individual workers.

It is possible to win workers—
including workers in military and
fossil fuel industries—to support
for Palestine. And for a break from
support for firms that fuel
imperialism.

I voted for Graham and I support
her focus on workplace
organisation.

But ’'m hugely disappointed by
her response over Palestine.

Hazel Fuller
Birmingham

Climate disasters are You should never trust a Tory with your life

already a harsh reality

DESPITE THE recent
rainfall that has caused
extensive flooding across
Britain we are now being
told to expect summer
water shortages.

Globally the predictions
of water stress in the next
25 years are terrifying.
Southern Spain is already
seeing drought conditions.

Meanwhile British water
companies continue to
make huge profits. No new
reservoirs have been built
in Britain in 30 years. Sea
surface temperatures are
breaking new records.

THERE HAS been much
debate about the Scottish

such law could be used to
target disabled people.

Extreme weather events are
not something in the hazy
future, they’re here now
and predicted to increase
dramatically.

The poorest and most
vulnerable will pay the
price unless we take action.
And key workers will have
no choice but to work in
these hazardous conditions
in order to keep the wheels
of the system turning.

Climate change isn’t a
warning, it’s already a
reality for millions.

Wendy Smith,
Norwich

parliament bringing a bill to
legalise assisted dying.
While there are many
reasons people feel strongly
either way about assisted
dying we should never take
lectures from a Tory.

Former Tory MP turned
journalist Matthew Parris’
recent article in The Times
newspaper suggests we
should welcome the idea of
people who may feel like a
burden being pushed to end
their life.

That idea that old people
are a drain on resources
and so should be sped along

Mathew Parris —not dead

informed how Boris
Johnson could say “let the
bodies pile high” during the
pandemic.

If Tory ideas on assisted
dying set the agenda
around this debate we are
headed for disaster. Any

Parris wrote about
determining the value of
lives, describing them as
units that can either
contribute to the surplus or
be a drain on it.

End of life care is skilled
work done mostly by hugely
underpaid migrant staff.

Whatever your view on
assisted dying, the issues
Parris’ argument points to
are the lack of access to
affordable care in Britain—
a chronically underfunded
industry.

Peter
Birmingham

Justa
thought... )

More action
for Palestine

IT WAS great to see the
closure of the Tamworth
arms factory which is
another blow to Elbit
systems, Israel’s largest
arms manufacturer.
This is the third Elbit
site forcibly closed.
They were forced to sell
after a long campaign
by Palestine Action.
We must build a mass
movement that has the
strength to shut down
the entire arms industry.
Matthew Johnson,
Portsmouth

India-China
edge to war?

INDIA HAS emerged as a
key player in the West’s
attempts to contain the
military rise of China.
India is a member of
the anti-China Quad
group and is expanding
its own naval presence
in the region. President
Narendra Modi has just
ordered 10,000 more
troops to China’s border.
We are still far from
the rivalry of the Cold
War, but steps in this
direction from the West
are increasing.

Adrian Budd,

London

Be defiant in
our protests

US VIETNAM veteran
Michael Rabb is right
to refuse to pay a fine
for carrying a sign on
a Palestine demo in
Sheffield.

His placard is not the
issue.

His arrest is about
stopping solidarity
protests.

Socialists support
Palestinians’ right to
resist, just as we did
Nelson Mandela’s ANC-
led guerilla fighters in
South Africa.

Phil Turner,
Sheffield

Hit back at
extremism lie

BEYONCE IS receiving a
backlash for producing
the country music album
Cowboy Carter. It's
brilliant her new release
has upset racist Trump-
supporting country fans.
Like many other
genres and trends,
country music originated
with enslaved black
people in the Americas.
But we should be calling
out Beyoncé for being a
billionaire and exploitinh
people for her clothing
line vy Park.
Faisa Mahamud,
Bristol
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MID THE horror of racist
violence in Britain in the
1970s and early 1980s
sprang resistance.
Defiance, a three-part
Channel 4 documentary
available this week, is a righteous
celebration of those who reclaimed
their areas from the racists.

Descriptions of British racism
featured in the documentary often have
an otherworldly feel today.

Then the fascists of the National Front
(NF) were on the rampage with an
army of violent and disillusioned young
people behind them.

Tapping into the widespread feeling
of economic decline and social crisis, the
far right also appealed to sections of the
working class and helped ramp up the
levels of racism.

And fascist demands for “repatriation”
were boosted by mainstream politi-
cians who talked about Britain being
“swamped” by migrants.

The climate was one of hate and fear.

The rate at which black and Asian
people were being killed at some points
reached one a fortnight, with beatings,
stabbings and even firebomb attacks
becoming increasingly common.

The police invariably treated victims
as suspects and only rarely agreed to
classify assaults as “racial.”

But amid the horror there was hope—
there was resistance.

Defiance is a righteous celebration of
those that reclaimed their areas from the
racists.

The series recalls street battles and
counter-attacks —and, for the first time,
it tells the story from the perspective of
Asian people.

Most importantly, it shows that Asians
were never just passive victims.

The three documentaries look at
three key battlegrounds—Brick Lane, in
London’s East End in 1978, Southall in
1976, 1979 and 1981, and Bradford in
the wake of anti-fascist resistance in 1981.

They weave contemporary interviews
with archival footage to explain the
severity of the times.

Banner

Karamjit Singh recounts in painful detail
the morning in 1976 when he learned
that a racist gang had murdered his
18-year-old brother Gurdip in Southall.

The attack sparked a new wave of
resistance under the banner of the
Southall Youth Movement. And it also
fed a wider national mass movement
against racism.

Socialist Worker supporter Jo Lang
talks about the anti-racist uprising in
Southall three years later that led to the
police murder of her friend and comrade
Blair Peach. Her recounting of the day is
a tough watch, even for those familiar
with the story.

The battle against the NF in Southall
became one of the most important in
the history of British anti-fascism. Along
with the murder of Blair, hundreds of

There are interviews
with young activists
that spell out their
strategies—and lay

into racist cops
|

people were arrested, and many were
seriously injured.

Despite that, the town’s name became
synonymous with resistance.

The footage of the array of protests
in Southall and Brick Lane is impressive
in its detail.

There are interviews with the then
young activists who spell out their
strategies and lay into the cops for their
racism. Many of those same activists
are then re-interviewed today, and it’s
brilliant to see that they’ve stuck to their
principles.

Murdered

For me, the most moving testimony
comes from Zubia Darr, who was a
young child in Walthamstow, east
London, in 1981.

She recounts how her childhood
friends and neighbours Agqsa and
Kamran were murdered along with their
mother and brother in a racist arson
attack.

Recalling the times, she says racists
had daubed graffiti everywhere around
where she lived, and she describes the
feeling of being called a “Paki” as akin
to a “bullet to the chest.”

Defiance is a vital telling of British
Asian resistance, but it is not without
problems.

The most important of these is the
way the programmes detach the rise
of the Asian youth movements from
the mass anti-racist force that grew
alongside them.

The Anti Nazi League, formed in
1977, was quickly able to mobilise
hundreds of thousands of people all over
the country.

The archival footage in Defiance
cannot help but feature its famous
yellow lollipop placards during the
battles in Southall, Brick Lane and
Bradford. And it’s clear that large

(top) Racist skinhead
gives Sieg Heil salute—
fascists turned them
into bootboys (above)
Karamijit Singh,
brother of murdered
teenager Gurdip

(below) Zubia Darr
remembers her
murdered childhood
friends Aqsa and
Kamran (bottom)
How Socialist
Worker reported the
Walthamstow arson
attack
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DEFIANCE!

A new TV documentary this week examines the struggle
against the far right from Asian people’s perspective.
Yuri Prasad says it reveals a proud history of resistance

numbers of white anti-racists joined in
all the important struggles. However,
the documentary narrative chooses to
ignore that phenomenon.

That creates something of a binary
division that few people recognise as
reflective of the times.

One of the consequences of this
approach is that “real” Asian resistance
is rendered young, male, and largely
without politics.

That’s not true. First, many Asian
fighters, of all generations were avow-
edly on the left and saw themselves as
part of it.

Significant

For example, the Indian Workers
Association, which Defiance derides
rather than ignores, did play a heroic
role in many anti-racist struggles,
including Southall.

And in the mass anti-racist movement
it helped create, many women felt able
to play a significant role.

Second, lots of Asian youth
movements were themselves avowedly
political.

Bradford’s United Black Youth
League, referenced in Defiance, is well

known for having taken up questions
of Palestine and Kashmir, for example.

SOUTHALL YOUTH burnt down the The Hanborough Travern in 1981 after it hosted Nazis

The Sheffield Asian Youth Organisation
came to the aid of striking miners during
the 1984-5 strike.

These shortcomings aside, Defiance is,
and will be, a vital resource for all those
who celebrate anti-racist resistance.

In its telling of history, the series
has key messages for everyone fighting
racism today.

It says to treat the state and its police
as your enemy, and that if you want to
end oppression you must take matters
into your own hands.

Defiance is on Channel 4 TV's online player.
tinyurl.com/C4Defiance

Lots of Asian youth
movements were
avowedly political
and saw themselves
as part of the left

(top) Protesting

in Southall at the
murder of Gurdip
Singh Chaggar in 1976
(above) Three years
later the town rose up
against a meeting of
the fascist National
Front

(top) Clarence Baker
of the Southall group
People Unite (above)
Balwinder Rana, one
of the leaders of the
main demonstration in
Southall in 1979

Episodel
Brick Lane

DEFIANCE OPENS with a picture of
Asian life in both Southall, in west
London, and Brick Lane, in the east.

In Brick Lane Bengalis mostly
worked in the rag trade, sewing clothes
in overcrowded sweatshops.

But they existed in a sea of racist
hostility. Gangs of thugs would terrorise
families that lived on some of the worst
housing estates in Britain.

And behind them stood the National
Front (NF). East End fascists had a
base that stretched back to Oswald
Mosely in the 1930s.

The NF sought to control the vital
Brick Lane market street.

Its paper sales were designed to rally
disgruntled local white racists to their
cause—and act as a provocation to the
Bengali population.

Defiance charts the struggle after
the racist murder of garment worker
Altab Aliin May 1978.

It's told through the leaders of the
Bangladeshi Youth Movement (BYM),
including Rajonuddin Jalal.

The BYM and others led a march of
10,000 Bengalis and anti-racists from
Brick Lane to Downing Street. And they
physically fought to clear the Nazis out
of Brick Lane.

There are brilliant interviews
and footage from the historic
Bengali workers' strike in 1978, but
unfortunately, there is no mention of
the struggles that preceded Altab Ali's
murder.

Bengali squatters had used the most
militant tactics to obtain housing and
defend it from local racists. [

The spirit of radical anti-racismin
Brick Lane was surely born out of these
earlier battles.

READ MORE

From Sylhet To Spitalfields:

Bengali Squatters in 1970s East London
by Shabna Begum. £16.00

And Socialist Worker's review of it
tinyurl.com/Wewonthisplace

The Battle of Brick Lane 1978
by AK Azad Konor. £9.99

Episode 2
Southall

THE BATTLE in the Punjabi heart of
west London is the most contentious in
the series.

Defiance does justice to the huge
scale of the protest and depicts well
the way the whole town revolted
against an NF attempt to hold an
election meeting there in 1979.

Itis particularly good to see footage
of People Unite's Clarence Baker from
the time and interviews with him in the
present.

The police had beaten him so hard
that they smashed his skull and left
him in a coma, from which he emerged
only months later.

But the exclusive focus on the
Southall Youth Movement (SYM) as the
instigating force behind the protest is
simply wrong.

The main march organisers on
the day were the Indian Workers
Association (IWA).

It called an 80-strong delegates’
meeting two weeks before the National
Front arrived and decided upon a mass
demonstration and strike on the day.

Some 40 organisations were
represented at that meeting. The

group asked Balwinder Rana to be the
march chief steward.

He says the period running up to the
demonstration was wild, with scores
of activists leafleting factories for the
strike, and going street by street to
ensure a good turnout.

On the day, some 5,000 people met
for the march into the centre of town,
and their numbers only swelled as the
strike brought more workers to the
streets in the afternoon.

But Balwinder gets but a few
moments in the episode.

The treatment of the IWA raises a
wider question of who gets to decide
what constitutes “Asian resistance”?
Clearly both the IWA and the SYM
represent such resistance.

Did the programme-makers decide
that one is more “authentic” than the
other, and if so, why?

READ MORE

‘Fifty pints of lager, please!”

—half a century of British Asian struggles.
Interview with Balwinder Rana
tinyurl.com/50pintsoflager

Beating the Nazis in the 1970s. We did it
before, and we’ll do it again
tinyurl.com/BeatingtheNazis

Episode 3
Walthamstow and
Bradford

THE STORY of the arson attack in
Walthamstow, east London, is made
more gut-wrenching because of

the interviews with Detective Chief
Superintendent Don Gibson.

Gibson oversaw the murder
investigation. From the beginning, he
appears to have settled on the idea
that Mr Khan, the badly burnt survivor
of the attack, should be a suspect.

According to the then Socialist
Worker journalist Joanna Rollo the
cops were keen to present the fire as
“electrical”.

But the fire brigade not only declared
the fire arson, it also completely
dismissed the police suggestion that
Mr Khan may have initiated it.

Its investigation revealed that he had
no traces of fire accelerant on his body
or pyjamas and that it was extremely
unlikely that he could have rescued his
family in the face of such a fierce blaze.

But Gibson is resilient to facts.
Instead, he says the matter is probably
related to those “honour killings” that
he has heard about.

The second part of the episode
centres on the trial of the Bradford 12.

These were a group of young people
that prepared to defend Manningham,
an Asian area of the city, from an NF
march in 1981.

The 12 admitted that they had
prepared petrol bombs to deter the
fascists from entering their area. But
they refused to plead guilty to charges
of conspiracy to cause explosions.

Instead, they cited their right to self-
defence.

They won a landmark case in 1982,
which remains a cornerstone for
anti-fascists today.

READ MORE

My Story of hope—interview with
Tarig Mehmood of the Bradford 12
tinyurl.com/mystoryofhope

Four more dead, nothing said—
Socialist Worker's Joanna Rollo’s
reports the Walthamstow arson. See
this article online at
socialistworker.co.uk
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes

are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the

The working class needs an
workers’state based upon

aworkers’militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make

system.
Only the mass action of the

the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.

workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country

We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.

people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own

national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later

We support the struggle of

We are for real social,

of women.

gay, bisexual and transgender
people.
We oppose discrimination

those who experience mental
distress.
We defend the right of

without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most

revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass

Under capitalism workers’ labour

control of the means of production
and democratically plans how they

ruling class against the workers.
entirely different kind of state—a
councils of workers’ delegates and

propaganda against the present

workers themselves can destroy

We campaign for solidarity with

against those from other countries.

We support the right of black

defence. We support all genuine

established by Stalinist parties.

workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

economic and political equality

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,

against disabled people including

believers to practise their religion

militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a

‘Everything was
possible’-50 years
since the revolution

in Portugal

BRISTOL

Thu 18 Apr, 7pm
Palestine Museum
27 Broad St,
BS12HG

CHESTERFIELD

Thu 18 Apr, 7pm
828-532-8731,

Room 2, Chesterfiled Library,
New Beetwell St,

S401QN

ABERDEEN

The radical Jewish tradition
Thu 18 Apr

6pm

Quaker Meeting House,
98 Crown Street, AB11 6HJ
BIRMINGHAM
Police,Palestine and
protests—is Britain
becoming more
authoritarian?

Wed 17 Apr

7pm

281-634-5938
Warehouse Cafe

54 Allison Street, B5 5TH
BOURNEMOUTH

The revolutionary politics
of Constance Markievicz
Thu 18 Apr

7.30pm

Brewhouse and Kitchen
152-154 Commercial Rd
BH25LU

BRADFORD

Kurdistan —the

long struggle for
national liberation

Thu 18 Apr

7pm

885-9187-7552
Parkside Sports Centre
Parkside Rd BD5 8EH
BRIGHTON & HOVE

After Galloway wins in
Rochdale —what sort
of left do we need to
challenge Labour?

Wed 17 Apr

7pm

589-4176-7501

Friends Meeting House
Ship St,BN1 1AF

COVENTRY

Wed 17 Apr, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
Friends Meeting House
Hill Street, CV1 4AN

DORSET

Thu 18 Apr, 7.30pm
839-6672-6883
United Church,
Charles St Dorchester
DT11EE

CAMBRIDGE
Police,Palestine and
protests—is Britain now
more authoritarian?

Thu 18 Apr, 7pm
681-800-4408

Friends Meeting House

12 Jesus Ln,CB5 8BA
CARDIFF

Political Islam, a

Marxist analysis

Wed 17 Apt,7.30pm
512-655-3689, YMCA Plas,
2 Shakespeare St,CF24 3ES
COLCHESTER

Islamophobhia and the
growth of the far right

Thu 18 Apr, 7.30pm
466-478-2013, Victoria Inn,
North Station Road,CO1 1RB
DERBY

Why don’t our rulers stop
climate catastrophe?

Wed 17 Apr, 7pm
535-864-6840

West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Road, DE22 1BL
DUNDEE

Capitalism and the

politics of food

Wed 17 Apr, 7pm
894-2628-7708

Dundee Volunteer and
Voluntary Action

10 Constitution Rd DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH

System change, not climate
change—how can we stop
climate catastrophe?

Wed 17 Apr, 7pm

Friends Meeting House,

7 VictoriaTerrace,

Victoria St,EH1 2JL

EXETER & DEVON
Thu 18 Apr,

7pm
865-2972-2883

GLASGOW

Thu 18 Apr,

7pm

865-2972-2883
Townhead Village Hall,
60 St Mungo Ave,

G4 0PL

HARLOW

No climate justice on
occupied land —Palestine,
climate and imperialism
Thu 18 Apr, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
Mountsteven Room,
Moot House, CM20 3HB
HASTINGS

Lessons from South Africa—
how did apartheid end?
Thu 18 Apr, 7pm

The White Rock Hotel
1-10 White Rock,
TN341JU
HUDDERSFIELD

The bloody history of
British imperialism in
the Middle East?

Wed 17 Apr, 6.30pm
428-926-9492

The Mission,

Lord St

HD11QA

KENT

Lessons from South Africa—
how did apartheid end?
Thu 18 Apr,7.30pm
434-623-8064

Sunlight Centre
Richmond Rd, Gillingham
ME7 1LX

LANCASTER & MORECAMBE
After Galloway winsin
Rochdale —what sort
of left do we need to
challenge Labour?

Thu 18 Apr,7.30pm
992-204-9372

Friends Meeting House
Meeting House Lane
Lancaster

LA11TX

LONDON:NEWHAM
Wed 17 Apr, 7pm
288-098-8827
Theodora Room,
Durning Hall,

Earlham Grove,E7 9BB

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Thu 18 Apr, 7pm
529-913-6390

Moonshot Centre

Angus St, SE146LU

LEEDS

Palestine, Prevent

and Islamophobia

Thu 18 Apr, 7pm
Swarthmore Education Centre
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS31AD

LEICESTER
Revolutionaries

and elections

Sat20 Apr, 7pm

50 Rutland St, LE1 1RD
LIVERPOOL

Are we all extremists
now? Tories, Prevent
and Islamophobia

Wed 17 Apr, 7pm
493-925-5919

Quaker Meeting House

22 School Ln, L1 3BT
LONDON:HACKNEY
Solidarity,class struggle
and the state —the Miners’
Strike 40 years on

Thu 18 Apr, 7.30pm
Halkevi Centre

31 Dalston Lane,

E8 3DF
LONDON:HARINGEY
Anti-imperialism—
struggles in the past
and lessons for today
Wed 17 Apr 7.30pm
459-388-1576

St John Vianney Church,
386 West Green N153QL
LONDON:ISLINGTON

Why won’t the West stop
the Israeli assault on Gaza?
Thu 18 Apr, 7pm
874-012-7970

Old Fire Station,

84 Mayton St,N7 6QT

PLYMOUTH

Thu 18 April, 7pm,
897-1685-8334

Quaker Meeting House
Hyde Park House

74 Mutley Plain PL4 6LF

NATIONAL MEETING
Sat 27 Apr, 6pm

London Welsh Centre,
157 Gray's Inn Rd,
London, WC1X8UE

LONDON:SOUTH
Palestine’s revolutionary
tradition—lessons from
the first Intifada

Wed 17 Apr,

7pm

859-6433-5114

Pass: 820061

Vida Walsh Centre

2b Saltoun Rd,

SW21EP
LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS
Can reparations win
slavery justice?

Wed 17 Apr,

7.15pm

St Pauls Church

St Stephen’s Rd

E35JL

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Zionism and apartheid
—a Marxist analysis
Wed 17 Apr,

7.30pm,

543-23-057

William Morris Centre
Greenleaf Road,

E17 6QQ

LONDON: WEST & NORTHWEST
Palestine, Prevent

and Islamophohia

Thu 18 Apr, 7.30pm
835-5254-5560

Bay 20 Centre

71 St Marks Rd,
W106JG

MANCHESTER

Arebel’s guide to
Frederick Engels

Wed 17 Apr, 7pm

Friends Meeting House

6 Mount St

M25NS

Socialist
Workers Party
meetings

You are welcome to
join our meetings
to take partin
political discussion
and debate and to
find out about our
local campaigning
activities.

Meetings advertised
here are open to
SWP members

and also to non-
members.

Some meetings are
hybrid—accessible
onZoomandin
person.

If your local meeting
is a hybrid one, the
meeting ID will be on
this page.

The password for

all meetings (unless
indicated otherwise)
is 967537.

NEWCASTLE

‘Not in our name’ —how

we took on Raytheon

Wed 17 Apr, 7pm

DiverCity Hub,

120 Buckingham St, NE4 5QU
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Antonio Gramsci—anti-
fascist and revolutionary
Wed 17 Apr, 7.15pm
861-2001-6477

Michael Young Building,
Manzil Way, 0X4 1Y H
PORTSMOUTH

Isthere anew far

right in Britain?

Wed 24 Apr,7.30pm,
488-934-2809

Somerstown Community Centre,
River St, Southsea, PO5 4EY
SHEFFIELD & SYORKS
Marxism and imperialism
Thu 18 Apr, 7pm

St Mary’s Church,

Bramall Ln,Highfield,S2 4QZ
SWANSEAANDWESTWALES
Lessons from South Africa—
how did apartheid end?

Thu 18 Apr,7.30pm
902-964-963

The Environment Centre

Pier St, Swansea, SA1 1RY
WIGAN

After Galloway wins in
Rochdale —what sort of
left do we need to challenge
Labour?

Thu 18 Apr, 7pm

The Book Cycle Beech Hill
Buckley Street WN6 7PQ
WOLVERHAMPTON &WALSALL
Rebel women—from Rosa
Luxemburg to Leila Khalid
Wed 17 Apr,7.30pm
914-9548-131

St Peters Cafe, Exchange St,
Wolverhampton WV11TS
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Palestine, Prevent

and Islamophobia

Wed 17 Apr, 7pm
8274-897-492

Clements Hall,

Nunthorpe Rd, Y023 1BW

organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice

to other workers that reformist

leaders and reformist ideas are

opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and

file movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or

go to www.swp.org.uk or

phone 020 7840 5602

The revival of
resistance

by Mark L Thomas, JessicaWalsh FiSlls 111 o1 [
and C harlie Kimber, £6 gyRodﬁ?Slorat%

Updated edition, £12.99

The Radical Jewish
Tradition

by Donny Glucksteinand
Janey Stone, £12

AVery Capits
Condition—the Politics and the strike that

1984, the miners

could have won
by lanTaylor, £3
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VICKY KNIGHT and Esmé Creed-Miles star in Silver Haze
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A story of acceptance,
love and revenge

hope,

bz OONAGH BAKER

SILVER HAZE kicks off with a
techno drum beat and strong
visuals of a joint being rolled.
It quickly develops into a sex
scene involving a gas mask
and an unrequited confession
of love in a tent.

Our lead, Franky (Vicky
Knight), exits the tent and
enters her garden after seek-
ing peace from her crowded
east London family home.

We soon learn that
15 years ago, Franky’s family
was victim to an arson attack
on their pub, leaving her with

FILM

life-altering scars.

The impact of this places
Franky, a hospital healthcare
assistant— into the role of
carer trying to help her family
cope with their trauma.

The rest of the film dem-
onstrates how one point of
disaster can go on to affect
a person in a society that
doesn’t provide most with the
support they need.

Florence (Esmé Creed-
Miles), a patient of Franky’s
suffering from a “broken
heart,” quickly becomes
Franky’s love interest.

This film could be called a
love story or a romance, but

it is far more than that.

It is a tale of longing,
loss and hope for all those
involved. It shows how we
are often stripped off our
connections to others and our
ability to build healthy, last-
ing relationships in a capital-
ist world.

Director Sacha Polak and
sound designer Jan Schermer
have created dreamlike
vignettes throughout the pic-
ture, which succeed in pull-
ing us away from the grit
momentarily and frame very
regular moments as extraor-
dinary. After Franky is kicked
out of her family home for

being gay, Florence takes her
to Southend.

There, Franky finally
seems to be able to be seen
and accepted by others.

But despite all of this,
Franky is still unable to shake
the trauma of her past when
she receives a possible con-
fession in the arson case.

However very predictably,
the police do absolutely noth-
ing to investigate.

The film shows the trag-
edy of a system that degrades
caring, but also the ability of
working class people to love
and care despite everything.
Silver Haze is in cinemas now

Documentary shows the harsh reality of imperialist war

forces—between

Russia and its

Sean Langan'’s
Ukraine's War: The
Other Side received
a quiet reception
upon its British
release in February.

This documentary
is unique in Western
journalism on the
war, aiming to
tell the stories of
the soldiers and
civilians in Russian
controlled Ukraine.

It consists of three
trips made by Langan
to the Donbas
region— the area of
eastern Ukraine held
by a combination of
Russian and local

October 2022 and
March 2023.

The documentary
shows huge
apartment blocks
derelict and lifeless,
elderly people
living under the
constant terror
of bombardment,
acivilian dead in
a burnt-out car
unable to answer
his ringing phone.

Nato pledges
to Ukraine are
often presented
as vast abstract
sums of money.

But Langan's

documentary shows
us what this money
means. It means
more shells that
devastate cities.

It means drones
maiming soldiers

in trenches.

The documentary
arguably falls short
of its aim of giving a
voice to those caught
on the Russian
side of the conflict.
Langan seems
more interested
inindulging in
the heroics of
war reporting.

His analysis is
limited to criticising

propaganda, and it is
likely that anything
more rigorous would
have prevented it
from being aired

in the West.

Despite its
tameness, it received
a visceral reaction
from many who
support deepening
the war. Responding
to its airing, Ukrainian
ambassador Vasyl
Miroshnychenko
described it as
“the equivalent to
a bowl of vomit”.

One possible
reason for his

reaction is that by
giving a voice to
ordinary people
living and fighting
on the other side,
the documentary
exposes complexities
often omitted from
the West's narrative.
As both sides
suffer heavy losses,
both states are
looking to bolster
their forces. It will
be working class
people on both
sides that bear the
brunt of this war.
Anthony Seward

Available to watch on
ITVX

WHAT SOCIALISTS SAY

Why we need a
workers’ state

IN AN earlier column in this series, we made the

case for a workers’ revolution to smash capitalism
(Socialist Worker, 13 March). This week we argue that
defending such a revolution will be a matter of life and
death.

All states exist as instruments of class rule. The only
reason why a state is needed is to defend the interests of a
class. And so a workers’ state is required to secure any gains
a revolution makes.

That’s because capitalist forces will not simply stand
aside after our victory. Instead they will do everything they
can to restore their rule and privileges—including using the
far right and remnants of the army and police to ignite civil
war. Their brutality will know no bounds. And in this they
will have the full support of the international ruling class.

Revolutionary workers, meanwhile, will have the power
to resist only if they can create a new state in response—
one that reflects workers’ strengths.

The new state must be truly democratic so that it has
legitimacy among wide sections of workers and the poor.
And therefore, it must be based upon the workplace
councils of action thrown up during the revolution.

And, like a revolutionary army, it will also have to be
extremely centralised so that it can direct all its forces
against the class enemy without fear of contradiction.

In its initial victory, the workers’ revolution will have
already begun the process of smashing the coercive forces
of the old state.

Now, with the previous chain of command shattered, the
workers’ state will tear apart what remains of the capitalist
police and courts. In its place the revolution will create a
new force—the workers’ militia and tribunals.

The militia will be responsible for protecting ordinary
people in the new society—and will in no way mirror the
old capitalist police. The militia is made up by workers and
will have been set up as an organ of self-defence against
fascist gangs and other counter-revolutionary forces.

Its pay will be no higher than other workers. And being
in the militia will not be a job for life but a temporary
responsibility.

But the militia will not be the main power in the new
state. That will be reserved for the workers’ councils—and
the other bodies that they help to set up.

These councils and organisations do not follow some
Marxist masterplan written in the 19th century. Instead
they flow naturally from workers’ need for organisation and
coordination when in struggle.

Reason

Workers’ councils will draw in those in big and well
organised workplaces, but also those in the gig economy,
the unemployed, the sick and disabled and those who for
whatever reason no longer work.

In countries where the organised working class is
relatively small, revolutionaries will have to devise ways
to bring sections of all the poorest classes together under
workers’ leadership. And everywhere, each local workers’
council will elect delegates to town, city and regional
bodies, which in turn will select delegates for national ones.

This type of organic democracy arose in all the most
significant challenges to capitalism—from the Paris
Commune of 1871 and the Russian Revolution of 1917
through to the Portuguese Revolution of 1974.

The new state will allow for the fullest debate and will
reflect workers’ thinking in ways far more accurate than
any capitalist parliament today. Instead of them being
“represented” by some Labour or Tory stooge, workers
will for the first time represent themselves. There will be
different parties representing different views, but it is likely
that those organisations that proved themselves during the
revolution will have majority support.

The strength of this hugely democratic system will
determine whether workers are able to maintain their
newfound grip upon society—or whether the capitalists
will be able to drown them in blood.

This is the seventh part of a series of columns that discuss What
We Stand For, the Socialist Workers Party statement of principles,
printed every week in Socialist Worker (see page 12). For the full
series go to tinyurl.com/WWSF2024
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HISTORY & THEORY

S AND British

missiles are

pounding Yemen

several times

a day, with the

launch of 420
airstrikes since January
according to the Houthi
movement.

But US officials recognise
that this barrage has failed.
Tim Lenderking, the US special
envoy to Yemen, told a press
conference last week, “We
know that there is no military
solution”.

This admission underlines
the bitter experience of previ-
ous military interventions in
Yemen by global and regional
imperialist powers.

Data on the wretched con-
ditions of life for the majority
of Yemenis after nine years of
regional and international mili-
tary intervention should be a
call to action.

According to the govern-
ment’s own reports, British
aid is directly feeding at least
100,000 Yemenis a month.

Even this is a tiny fraction of
the tens of millions who need
humanitarian assistance.

The grim spectacle of millions
of pounds of expensive military
machinery being deployed to
attack one of the most impov-
erished countries in the world
is not a new one.

Nor have such strategies
worked well in past conflicts
between regional and global
powers and Yemeni forces.

The Houthi movement’s rela-
tive success in maintaining mili-
tary control and political power
in Yemen is largely a result of
the humiliating failure of a war
which cost Saudi Arabia and
UAE billions of pounds.

The price paid by ordi-
nary Yemenis was incalculably
higher.

The UN estimated that
between 2015 and 2021 the
war killed 377,000 people.
British-made and supplied
weapons were responsible for
much of this destruction.

News of the air strikes against
the Houthi movement in Yemen
by a Saudi and UAE-led military
coalition in March 2015 was full
of the same rhetoric which dom-
inates reporting today.

Saudi Arabia’s official press
agency said the intervention
was against the “aggression of
the Houthi militias, which were
and are still a tool in the hands

T SUCH over-
confident
predictions of
a quick victory
proved entirely
false. The

150,000 troops, which Saudi
news channels claimed at the
time were being lined up for
a ground offensive, were a
mirage.

Instead, the coalition turned
first to its airpower—supplied
and supported by the US and
Britain—pounding civilian
infrastructure, slaughtering
mourners at funerals and guests
at weddings.

This failed to dislodge the

TENS OF thousands of

protesters marching toSana’a University,

2011-2012 Yemeni revolution

joined for the first time by opposition parties, during the
Picture: Noor AL HassaN,VIAALJ

azeerA ENGLISH ON WIKICOMMONS

HISTORY OF THE
HOUTHIS-YEMEN
AND RESISTANGE

The US and Britain attacked Yemen after the Houthi movement
targeted shipping in solidarity with the Palestinians. But a top
US diplomat has now admitted a “diplomatic solution” will
have to be found. Anne Alexander uncovers the Houthis’ roots

Houthi leader Abdul
Malik al-Houthi

Houthis from the Yemeni cap-
ital, Sanaa, where they had
seized control in 2015.

Saudi and Emirati gener-
als then looked to their allies
in Sudan to supply the missing
troops.

By 2016 up to 40,000
Sudanese soldiers were fighting
in Yemen, drafted as mercenar-
ies from regions such as Darfur,
western Sudan, through a mix-
ture of intimidation and eco-
nomic coercion.

The coalition’s intervention
deepened, rather than healed,
bitter divisions among the polit-
ical and military forces backing
the government of Abed Rabbo

Yemen’s 2011
revolution was a
struggle for
dignity against
a brutal

autocratic elite
]

Mansur Hadi. The Yemeni pres-
ident spent most of the war in
exile in Saudi Arabia while his
Saudi patrons competed with
their Emirati allies for influ-
ence over the fractious collec-
tion of pro-government militias,
which dominated areas outside
of Houthi control.

The UAE supported Aydarous
al-Zubaidi, a powerful leader
with the Southern Movement,
which has campaigned for the
secession of south Yemen from
the north since 2007.

Al-Zubaidi took con-
trol of Aden in 2017, oust-
ing Hadi’s government from
power. Division among their

opponents certainly helped the
Houthis survive, but this is not
the whole story.

Perhaps the biggest mistake
Saudi and Emiratis officials
made was to believe their prop-
aganda that the Houthis were
simply Iranian puppets.

In fact, the movement’s lead-
ers mobilised deep religious
and social grievances behind
their military campaigns, draw-
ing on a decade of experience
contesting the Yemeni state
before their takeover in 2015.

The politics of the Houthi
movement are complex. Their
religious ideas are drawn
from the Zaydi branch of Shi’a
Islam, which has been present
in Yemen since the late 9th
century.

Zaydi scholars have histori-
cally argued that political and
religious authority should be
exercised by descendants of the
Prophet Muhammad.

In contrast to the doctrines
of Twelver Shi’ism, which is the
state religion of Iran, Zaydism
does not place ordinary believ-
ers under the leadership of a
strict clerical hierarchy.

In many ways, the religious
practices and beliefs of Zaydis
in Yemen are very similar to
those of Sunni Muslims from
the Shafi’i denomination who
form a slight majority of the
Yemeni population.

The two religious groups
have co-existed in Yemen for
centuries, even using the same
mosques for prayer.

It was the rise of new reli-
gious currents within Sunni
Islam, and in particular the
emergence of Salafism, which
spurred the development of the
Houthi movement. Salafism is
a conservative trend promoted
aggressively by the Saudi
authorities.

EMBERS of the
Houthi fam-
ily organised
a religious
youth move-
ment during
the 1990s in order to com-
pete with the popularity of
Salafi preachers. There was
lots of reaction to their deni-
gration of Zaydi customs and
beliefs as ‘un-Islamic.

The “Believing Youth” ran
summer camps combining reli-
gious lectures with sports activi-
ties which attracted thousands
of teenage boys and young men.

The revival of Zaydi religious
beliefs took place in a context
shaped by growing social con-
tradictions in a region of Yemen
that had been relatively isolated
until the early 1980s.

Until the construction of
the first paved road in 1979,
the city of Sa’da was a ten-
hour journey from the capital
Sana’a.

Yet within a few years, nearly
a quarter of northern Yemen’s
adult male population had left
the region to work in the Gulf.

While migrant workers were
able to send money back home,
and were exposed to new ideas
and experience abroad, their
situation was precarious. The
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authoritarian monarchies of
the Gulf were quick to punish
Yemenis for their leaders’ sup-
posed support for Saddam
Hussein in Iraq during the war
of 1990-1.

They forced hundreds of
thousands of Yemenis to return
while increasing competition
over agricultural land and
water.

The Yemeni government at
the time had emerged out of the
unification of the Yemeni Arab

Republic and the Soviet-
aligned People’s Democratic
Republic of Yemen in 1990.

Its dominant figure was Ali
Abdallah Saleh, himself from
the same area of northern
Yemen as the Houthi family.

Saleh’s alliance with the US
was to play a crucial role in the
transformation of the apolitical
religious revival movement.

Initiated by the Houthi family
it transformed into an armed
insurgent group locked in bitter
confrontation with the state.

HE US govern-
ment’s “War
on Terror” pro-
vided dictators
like Saleh ample
opportunities to
acquire new weapons and
dress up their dirty wars and
internal repression as part
of a global crusade against
“Islamist terrorists™

Meanwhile, many ordinary
Yemenis were horrified to see
US bombs raining down on
Afghanistan and Iraq, and out-
raged by US support for Israeli
attacks on the Palestinians.

When Husayn al-Houthi
began to channel some of that
anger in sermons and speeches
during 2004, Saleh responded
by sending troops to Sa’da, trig-
gering an armed rebellion that
persisted over the next seven
years.

The Houthi movement also
tapped into economic griev-
ances to build a base, rallying
support behind well-founded
charges of corruption against
Saleh and his regime.

By 2011, Saleh’s rule was
tottering.

The Houthi insurgency had
played a role, but it was only
one part of a much wider pic-
ture of rising discontent.

Across the whole of Yemen,
north and south, the majority
were experiencing worsening
poverty.

Rural communities had been
hit by the collapse of agricul-
ture, while urban professionals
and workers battled to make

Two activists

in Whitehall
opposite 10
Downing Street
in June 2015
with “Hands off
Yemen” placards
(top) PicTure: ALISDARE
Hickson

Houthi forces
boarding the
cargo ship
Galaxy Leader, 19
November 2023
(above) PicTuRE:
HouTHi Mepia CENTRE

ends meet with rising prices.

The revolution of 2011 was
a struggle for dignity against
an autocratic elite which
connected rural and urban
people in a mass movement for
change.

The hopes of dignity and
justice would go unfulfilled.
Yemenis got a new Western
and Saudi-backed government
which quickly became deeply
unpopular.

The Houthi movement’s
leaders joined forces with their
former enemy, Saleh who still
commanded a lot of support
within the army.

For all their radical claims to
be standing up against injustice,
they were happy to do a deal
with the former dictator. They
did so in order to launch a mili-
tary attack on the Saudi-backed
government in late 2014.

The Houthi alliance with
Saleh wasn’t an accident but
highlighted the movement’s
limited vision of change to a
top-down process of swapping
one elite for another.

The 2011 revolution showed
the promise of a very differ-
ent road to liberation through
struggle from below.

READ MORE

®Revolution Is The ®Beyond the Arab Cold
Choice Of The People: War : The International
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£12 Bookmarks, the socialist
®South Yemen: bookshop. Phone
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FOCUS ON
IMPERIALISM

t's the logic of imperialism
that leads to massacres

Rulers say the worst
war atrocities are
done by rogue
soldiers, Simon
Basketter says they
act on orders

HE STABBED the first
prisoner, shot the second in
the stomach, and the third he
set on fire with a phosphorous
grenade so he could watch
them die. This violence was
carried out not in Gaza but by
a British officer in Kenya in
the 1950s.

Israel’s massacre of
hundreds of people at the
al-Shifa hospital last month
seems almost too horrific.

But it is the logical
outcome of imperialist war.

In imperial wars there
are always atrocities. The
purpose is crushing a
people by all the means of
modern industrial warfare.

This links the drone
controller safe in a bunker
and the soldier covered
in blood, stabbing and
shooting people already
tied up or wounded.

Atrocities aren’t usually
caused by undisciplined
soldiers escaping the control
of their officers but by
obedient soldiers following
their officers’ commands.

Perhaps the most
notorious example of a
modern Western atrocity is
the My Lai massacre of 15
March 1968 in Vietnam.

Captain Ernest Medina,
who planned the attack,
expressed the objective,
“Kill everything that moves.”
Three hours later, US troops
had massacred over 500
people. They raped young
girls before killing them.
They mutilated the bodies.
It came six weeks after the
surprise Tet Offensive of the
National Liberation Front.

The US response unleashed
600 tons of bombs on the
city of Hue. More than
14,000 civilians were killed.

Just as in Gaza the
bombing of industrial war
brought with it slaughter
by ground troops.

Historian Nick Turse
concluded that My Lai and
other atrocities were “not
aberrations, but operations”.

For ordinary soldiers

the system of overkill
begins in training with
indoctrination into a culture
of violence and brutality.

The Imperial Japanese
Army saw as historian Saburo
Ienaga noted, “Individuals
whose own dignity and
manhood had been so cruelly
violated would hardly refrain
from doing the same to
defenceless persons under
their control. They were
just applying what they had

fingers off corpses, “like
keeping the antlers off
a deer you'’d shoot”.

The selfie with a mutilated
corpse in a WhatsApp
group is little different
from the Argentinian ears
hanging of a British Para’s
belt or the Japanese skull
on a US Marine’s desk.

The point of an atrocity
is to send a message.

One Vietnam veteran
remembered, “I blew up

US soldiers setting fire to Viethamese homes in the My

Lai Massacre in 1968
learned in basic training.”

Trained

Soldiers are trained to
dehumanise their enemy.
Portraying an enemy people
as less valuable and human
makes killing them easier.

American Vietnam veterans
remembered their training
as “bastardisation”, where
“the loathing was hammered
in”. They were, as one
put it, “taught to hate the
gooks, to see them as less
than human. You can’t kill
a Vietnamese, but it’s easy
to blow away a gook.”

Another consequence is
that combatants and the
civilian population merge as
the enemy. From Vietnam
through to Afghanistan and
Iraq to Gaza, anyone on
the battlefield—or more
accurately, their own land—
is an “enemy combatant”.

Civilians who run away
are considered legitimate
targets, as they must be
running to get guns.

For “crusaders” fighting a
war for “civilisation” against
“barbarism”, racialised and
gendered violence are logical.

As is the taking of trophies.
In 2009 US Sergeant Calvin
Gibbs described cutting

For soldiers the
system of overkill
begins in training
with indoctrination
into a culture of

violence
I

PicTURE RONALD L HAEBERLE

bodies. I was well aware of
the psych ops angle. If you
understand the Asian mind,
you know they all want to
go to the happy hunting
ground in one piece and
have a proper burial.”

The massacre of
Palestinians at Deir Yassin in
1948 is a case in point. Jewish
fighters made their way
through the village, throwing
grenades into homes.
Captured villagers were
lined up and sprayed with
machine gun fire. It was to
send a message—flee or else.

Vietnam and other
examples show that
as long as there are
imperialist occupations
there will be atrocities.

But despite that, in
some cases the imperialists
were beaten.
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Marxist writer Trevor Griffiths, 1935-2024

bz PHILTURNER

TREVOR Griffiths,
co-writer of the film Reds
that brought the Russian
Revolution to glorious life,
was one of the greatest drama-
tist of his generation.

Griffiths has died aged 88.
He was a Marxist writer, part
of the BBC’s “Class of ‘68”
along with the likes of Ken
Loach.

Shamefully, the right wing
TV and drama establishment
ignored and virtually aban-
doned him in later years.

Born in Manchester in
1935, Griffiths might be a
forgotten figure but his work
remains a towering force.

Reds, made in 1981, was
a huge box office hit, but
not without a fight with
Hollywood legend Warren
Beatty with whom he shared
writing credits. Griffiths
wanted to focus more on
class struggle during the
Russian Revolution whereas
Beatty wanted to focus on
the romance between the two
main lead actors.

“I can honestly say I'm
proud of about 50 percent of
Reds and that’s pretty good

for a Hollywood film,” he
told Socialist Review in an
interview.

But television was his
favoured arena, creating bril-
liant drama in Comedians,
The Party, Oi for England
and many others. He wrote
Bill Brand during his prime
in the 1970s—an 11-part
series on the failings of par-
liamentary democracy. And
his stage work included The
Gulf Between Us, which
was about the Middle East,
and Thatcher’s Children,
which exposed the Tory
leader’s attacks on young
lives.

He was politically commit-
ted, giving everything to his
work and—as he once said—
living inside his texts.

Argument and debate as
well as the battle between
reform and revolution were
his strong points.

Occupations, a theatre
play later adapted to TV, was
set in Turin in 1920—the Red
Years when every factory in
northern Italy had been taken
over by its workers.

We see communist revolu-
tionary Antonio Gramsci take
on the Stalinist representa-
tive Christo Kabak. Griffiths,

taking license with history,
brings out the key debate
facing the working class
movement in 1968.

He spent years trying to
make a film on 18th century
radical Thomas Paine, who
argued for US independence
from Britain.

His screenplay These Are
The Times: A Life Of Thomas
Paine reads as eloquently as
a novel.

Agitation

Griffiths recognised Paine as
a revolutionary for his time.
The Rights of Man outsold
the Bible and he was an inspi-
ration and legend for political
agitation, but he was written
out of history.

Griffiths said, “They are
trying to remove people like
him from the history books,
people who could be speak-
ing for us and to us today.”

Griffiths also talked about
his interest in how revolu-
tions impacted ideas and
culture.

For him, the 1917 Russian
Revolution was a beacon. “I
think the explosion in the
ideas of art was amazing.
The work going on in the
theatre and architecture and

sculpture and in painting
with the constructivists,” he
said.

“All of that matters still
and betokens what can be
done by men and women
working together for a differ-
ent idea of the world than the
world of capital.”

Griffiths saw television as
part of a process of education.
But changes at the BBC, par-
ticularly under New Labour,
saw him marginalised.

So his beautifully written
1997 television play Food
For Ravens—about the birth
of the NHS and Labour health
secretary at the time, Aneurin
Bevan—was restricted to
Wales before grudgingly get-
ting a late night slot on BBC
Two.

Griffiths made drama
to quicken your heart and
sharpen your ideas—a polit-
ical dramatist whose work
deserves to be revived and
revered.

As he said, “I work on the
long term not the short term.
I hope that in 50 years’ time
my plays will be around and
people will be doing them
and considering what they
are about. That’s a decent
outcome, I think.”
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Official figures show only a portion of the support for Israel’s killing machine.
There are also, for example, hidden parts for the F-35 jet, writes Sophie Squire

r‘ THE ENGINE for the Israeli

drone that murdered aid
workers last week was made in
the UAV factory in the West
Midlands.

It’s just one example of how
British firms supply arms and com-
ponents that Israel uses to massacre
Palestinians.

Tucked away on an industrial
estate in Shipley near Bradford,
Teledyne Defence and Space man-
ufactures key technology used in
Israeli missiles and drones.

It has been the scene of regular
protests, direct action and blockades
by pro-Palestinian activists, including
Palestine Action.

The factory mainly produces mis-
sile filters and drone components.
Missile filters help guide missiles
to their targets, whether that’s a
Palestinian home or a hospital.

One of the missiles that US-owned
Teledyne Defence and Space says it
creates parts for is the AGM-114R9X
Hellfire missile.

Israel used a Hellfire missile last
November to blast the now-destroyed
al-Shifa hospital.

This missile works by sucking in
oxygen from the atmosphere to create
a scorching hot and powerful blast.

The blast from a Hellfire missile
is designed to rip people’s internal
organs apart.

The British government granted
the owners of the Shipley site at least
86 arms licences between 2009 and
2014 for the export of weapons to
Israel.

In 2014, the company continued to
sell arms to Israel, but its sales and
licensing were handled by parent
company Teledyne UK.

kL

PRO'I-'ESTING AT Teledyne near Bradford last week

The state tries to conceal and min-
imise just how important manufac-
turers operating on British soil are to
creating Israeli arms.

The US supplies 68 percent of
Israel’s arms imports and Germany
24 percent. Britain officially provides
only a small percentage.

Since 2015, the British govern-
ment has licensed £487 million worth
of weapons to Israel. But that doesn’t
include “open licences”.

Some 15 percent of the value of
every US-made F-35 combat aircraft,
which Israel uses to bomb Gaza, is
made in Britain.

The Campaign Against the Arms
Trade estimates that the work on the

36 F-35s exported to Israel up to 2023
has been worth at least £368 million
to the British arms industry.

BAE Systems makes the rear
fuselage of all F-35s at Samlesbury
Aerodrome in Lancashire and also
tests the aircraft’s durability at a site
in east Yorkshire.

The aircraft company Martin Baker
makes the aircraft’s ejector seat in
Denham, Buckinghamshire.

Dunlop Aircraft Tyres makes the
plane’s tyres in Birmingham.

Leonardo makes the laser tar-
geting system for the F-35 in
Edinburgh.

Arms firm Raytheon makes the
Paveway II guided missile for Israel

PicTure: Jupy Cox

in the United States. The Workers for
Palestine group says that Raytheon
also makes the Paveway IV in
Glenrothes near Edinburgh.

While there are no export licences
for the Paveway IV to Israel from
Britain, they are assembled in the US
so the supply chain is unclear.

In November 2023 the Department
for Business and Trade released a
list of 79 companies registered on a
British government open licence for
exports linked to the F-35.

The demand to end permanently
all arms sales to Israel now can be
both a real blow to the Israeli war
machine and a global symbol of sup-
port for the Palestinians.

Drones used for murder and spy on the resistance

) BOTH Teledyne
m Defence and Space
and Elbit Systems —
which have sites across
Britain make parts for
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) drones.

Israel is one of the
biggest users of UAVs
in the world, and Elbit
Systems is one of its

of the Israeli military’s
drone fleet.

This support included
a £23 million payout in
2007—after Hamas won
elections in Gaza.

The Hermes 450 and
Hermes 900 were both
widely used during
Israel’s “Operation
Protective Edge”—

(UAS). It is the only

types of drones.

“taken control of an

showing that Israel
is using the Elbit-

Unmanned Aerial Systems

company that makes these
Lebanese resistance

group Hezbollah said

in February that it had

Israeli Skylark drone”,

protection.

The company provides
tower surveillance so that
the US state can more
easily stop desperate
migrants from crossing its
borders.

The Elbit site in Britain
most connected to
items used by the Israeli
military is run by its

biggest suppliers. which killed over 2,000

Elbit System has Palestinians in Gaza.
received millions of Around 37 percent
pounds from the Israeli of these murders were spy on the resistance.
ministry of defence for the | attributed to drone In September 2023,

Hermes 450 drone.

The company even
describes on its website
that it is the “backbone”

attacks.

Elbit also makes the
Skylark drone, which
the Israeli army uses to

Elbit announced it

would provide the

Israeli infantry with
upgraded Skylark tactical

manufactured drones to
spy on the resistance.
Elbit is not only a
funder of Israel’s war on
the Palestinian people,
it is also a principle
contractor of the US
military and the US
customs and border

subsidiary Instro Precision
Ltd in Sandwich, Kent.
Instro Precision Ltd
make targeting equipment
for troops and vehicles
and hold export licences
to Israel. This equipment
is likely used in Israel’s
ground operations.

Halting all the arms exports from
Britain can hit Israeli war machine

Supplying the
NHS and Israel

PRO-Palestine

health workers
blockaded NHS
headquarters in south
London last week.

They were demanding
that the NHS cancels its
contract with US-based
intelligence company
Palantir. It supplies
technology, including
artificial intelligence, to
Israel’s military.

Palantir’s website
says it helps keep Israel
“armed and ahead’.

Health Workers for a
Free Palestine wrote on
its Instagram account,
“NHS England must
cancel its contract
with genocide enabler
Palantir. Our health
services must be run
in the interests of the
people, not corporate
giants and colonial
regimes.”

Last November the
NHS signed a contract
worth £330 million, with
Palantir for software to
manage patient data.

That means the
company provides
Israel with “protective
policing” technology,
which helps to track and
predict the movements
of Palestinians.

Systems

In 2017 Israeli
newspaper Haaretz
reported that Palantir
provided predictive
systems for Israeli
security organisations.

The paper then
linked the arrests of
Palestinians based
on their social media
activity back to
technology provided by
Palantir and others.

Alex Karp, Palantir’s
chief executive and
co-founder, recently
told the company’s
investors that it was
“building products for
a world that is violent,
disjointed, irrational, a
world in which you have
to show strength... a
world in which you have
to pick sides.”

Palantir also offered
its services to the US
armed forces in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
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IN BRIEF

Border Force strike
delayed at Heathrow

PCS UNION officials have
suspended strikes by 600
Border Force officers who
were set to walk out at
Heathrow airport this week.
They had planned to strike
from Thursday until Sunday
but the union has suspended
the strike in an attempt to
seek further negotiations.
Retreating like this gives
ground to the employer and
can demobilise members who
were ready to go on strike.

Good stats for the
civil service strike

IN A ballot that closed on
Sunday last week, PCS union
members at the Office for
National Statistics (ONS)
voted by 73 percent to strike.

Their dispute is over the
imposed policy of a 40 percent
return to the office.

The legal turnout threshold of
50 percent under the anti-union
laws was just reached by the
600 workers voting.

Tube managers up
for conditions battle

LONDON Underground
Customer Service Managers
in the TSSA union were set to
strike this week over unagreed
changes to conditions.

The first strike was
scheduled for Wednesday this
week and was expected to
continue for some shifts on
Thursday.

Workers are anxious that the
company's Stations Changes
plans will worsen their terms
and conditions, job roles and
locations.

The Aslef union called off
a planned Tube strike this
week. Union leaders said the
key issues in a dispute had
been resolved after talks with
Transport for London.

Fight for equal pay
across Eurostar

RMT UNION members
working for Rail Gourmet on
the Eurostar contract have
scheduled strikes from 19 to
23 April over pay.

They voted 95 percent for
action in a ballot. Outsourced
workers are drastically
underpaid compared to their
fellow workers employed
directly by Eurostar.

Strikes off however
bus workers vote

THE UNITE union suspended
strikes by bus workers at Arriva
Northumbria after bosses
made a new offer last week.

Drivers and engineers, angry
at being the lowest-paid bus
employees in the region, were
due to strike on 7 April for a
week and were asked to vote
on the offer.

Unite said that “regardless
of the outcome” of the ballot,
strikes the following week had
been called off. Several days
after the ballot concluded,
there was still no news from
Unite about the result.

£
WIRRAL WORKERS are pleased with the result of 61 strike days

‘Over the moon’
at NHS pay win

bz YURIPRASAD

CLINICAL support workers
(CSWs) on the Wirral,
Merseyside, have won a
fantastic victory in their
long running battle to be
paid properly for the work
they do.

The 600 Unison union
members are among the
lowest paid in the NHS.
They wanted their jobs
re-evaluated to reflect the
clinical work they do in addi-
tion to washing, dressing and
feeding patients.

That would mean going
from NHS band 2 to band 3—
and a pay rise of up to £2,000
a year.

Most NHS trust bosses have
now accepted that CSWs have
been underpaid for years.
But some, including those at

Wirral University Teaching
Hospital NHS Trust, dug in
and refused to backdate the
workers’ claim to 2018.

But after 61 days of strikes
since August last year, bosses
have caved in.

Workers at Arrowe Park
and Clatterbridge hospitals
met last week and voted to
accept the new offer. It will
lead to a big payout and
better pay and pensions in
the future.

Clatterbridge Hospital
CSW Nikki said she and her
colleagues were “over the
moon”. “We’re the lowest
paid workers in the NHS but
for years we’ve been plugging
the gaps across the service,”
she said.

“Without our work,
patients wouldn’t receive the
care they deserve. But for too
long we haven’t been paid

properly for it.” The Wirral
victory should spur-on the
many other hospitals—and
the win on backdating the
claim to 2018, must now
become the benchmark for
all those disputes.

BEMORE than 1,000
healthcare assistants at
North Tees and Hartle-
pool and South Tees Hospi-
tals NHS Foundation Trust
walked out on a 72-hour
strike on Monday in yet
another banding dispute.

It’s the workers’ second set
of strikes and Unison said the
action would not stop “until
justice is done”. Bosses there
have agreed to move the
workers to the higher paid
band 3 but want to limit back
pay to July 2021.

North East Unison has been
arguing for backpay to 2019.

Strikes are needed to save steel jobs

A STRIKE ballot of 1,500
steel workers in the
Unite union closed this
week and the result was
expected on Thursday.

The vote follows Tata
corporation bosses’ decision
to close its blast furnaces at
the Port Talbot plant with the
loss of 2,800 jobs.

Most of these are at
Port Talbot but also at its
Llanwern operation.

Strikes are needed as soon
as possible because the jobs
massacre has already begun.
Recently Tata announced the
immediate closure of its coke
ovens.

These ovens create the
fuel that ultimately powers

the blast furnaces. As well
as the people whose jobs
are directly going, tens of
thousands more in the areas
around the plants will be
hit.

Incredibly, the Tories are
handing out half a billion
pounds to Tata bosses to
finance the move.

There’s a lie that the cuts
flow from “woke” green
policies.

That’s because Tata is
ending the current method
of steel production, which
involves making new steel in
blast furnaces.

It will change to a new
type of “electric arc” furnace
which uses renewable

electricity rather than fossil
fuels to power the melting of
scrap steel.

But that doesn’t have
to mean devastation for
working class people.

It’s right to produce steel
using methods that harm the
environment least.

It’s right to move away
from the polluting processes
that presently dominate the
industry.

But that ought to be done
with workers at the centre of
decision-making and not with
profits dominating.

The unions have to fight
for every job and for steel
to be nationalised under
democratic control.

RAIL

Train walkouts are solid
but Tories aren't moving

TRAIN DRIVERS in the Aslef
union struck for a day at 16
train companies from Friday of
last week to Monday this week
at different firms.

It was the latest phase of a
pay battle that has dragged on
for more than 20 months.

Paddington, west London,
picket Steve told Socialist
Worker, “It might feel as if this
is going on for ever, but the
strikes show we aren't giving
in.

“The companies and the
government need to get real
and make the sort of offer we
could ask Aslef members to
look at”

Other workers continue to
offer solidarity. On the picket
at Huddersfield station, Nick
Ruff from Kirklees Unison
handed over a branch cheque
for £500.

Speaking at a picket line
at London Euston station last
Friday, Mick Whelan, Aslef's
general secretary, said he

remained “an eternal optimist”
about striking a deal, but that
a new proposal without major
changes to employment
terms and conditions was
needed.

“I've been in this for a long
haul. So we aren't going away,”
said Whelan, adding that he
was hopeful Labour would be
“more receptive” to resolving
the dispute if it won the
coming general election.

But nobody should think
Labour is going to shower
workers with the cash they
deserve.

Aslef has called 14 one-day
strikes since the first strike
ballots went out in June 2022.
Had union leaders called an
unlimited strike there would
have been a settlement well
before 14 days had passed.

Instead the fragmented and
on-off strikes don't move the
Tories at all.

The strikes have to
escalate.

LNER

LNER strike is scheduled
as bosses renege on deals

TRAIN DRIVERS in Aslef
plan to strike on 20 April
at LNER in a dispute about
the company’s persistent
failure to comply with
existing agreements.

This is separate from the
pay fight at LNER and other
companies.

Nigel Roebuck, Aslef’s
full-time organiser in the
north east of England,
and lead officer for LNER,
said, “Rail minister Huw
Merriman has been leaning
on the company to persuade
every driver manager and
driver instructor to work
on strike days, effectively
to provide a the minimum
service level under the new
anti-union laws without

invoking the legislation.

“For passengers this
has pitfalls as the route
knowledge of the managers
is limited.

‘“And, if you happen to
live on a branch line, or live
north of Edinburgh, your
service is sacrificed for main
line routes as they scramble
to hold a very basic service
together.”

ERMT UNION members at
Carlisle Support Services
are renewing their strikes
over bosses’ alleged bullying
and intimidating behaviour
towards union members.

Strikes were set for
Monday and Saturday this
week.

Action threat gain in Donny

THE UNITE union is
claiming a big pay rise for
more than 50 workers at
Lucchini Unipart Rail’s
Doncaster factory.

The workers were angry
about a 4.5 percent pay offer
for 2024 that came with
strings attached around pay
banding and multi-skilling
arrangements.

After the threat of strikes
and other action, the
company increased the offer
to an increase of 8 percent.

Lucchini Unipart Rail is
partnership between Unipart
Group and Lucchini RS.

Unipart’s latest financial
report shows its profits
increased 27.1 percent in
2022 to £12.2 million.

Lucchini RS’ latest
financial report shows
it made a net profit of
24.8 million in 2021.

Unite regional officer
Debbie Wilkinson said,
“Lucchini Unipart Rail’s
clients, including Siemens &
Hitachi Rail, would clearly
not have been happy at the
disruption these strikes
would have caused.

The threat of action was
very real, and the strikes
were not called off lightly,
until we were sure an offer
was tabled that our members
would accept.”

If a threat of action won
8 percent, going ahead with
the strikes could have won
more.
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Barnet social workers
step up pay fightback

MENTAL HEALTH social
workers in Barnet, north
London, are set to launch
two weeks of strikes
next Monday as part of a
nine-week programme of
action.

The workers, in the Unison
union, have already struck
for 27 days as they fight for
a recruitment and reten-
tion payment to reduce staff
turnover and patient waiting
lists.

Social workers who work
with children get up to
25 percent extra pay.

Meanwhile Barnet council
has offered just 2.6 percent
extra to social workers within
the mental health social care
service.

Mary, a striker and one of
the few experienced mental
health social workers left in
the service, spoke at a recent
solidarity social.

She said, “We are telling
bosses they are running an
unsafe service and they are
not listening. Thank you to
everyone who has supported
us so far and please keep
supporting us.”

Barnet Unison branch
secretary John Burgess said
in the run up to the strikes,
“The council has failed to

AFTER 27 days out already, workers are determined to win

come up with any reasonable
offer to settle the dispute.
“Due to the Tory anti-union
laws Unison had to reballot for
strikes—and workers voted
100 percent for more action
on a 91 percent turnout.
“These inspirational
strikers have a slogan—
‘Safe service, no waiting list,
fair pay’. We need to send a
message to our Labour coun-
cil that they will not be able
to bully Unison members.
“Join us on the picket
line, particularly from 8am

to 10am on day one of the
strikes, Monday 15 April.”

Helen Davies, Barnet
Unison branch chair, said,
“The strikers are reclaiming
the tradition of calling out
poor and unsafe practice by
those with power.

“No registration body
has ever stopped social
workers practicing in unsafe
conditions.

“We are backing our mem-
bers all the way to make the
service safe for workers and
safe for service users.”

Back the action

Strike 1: 15-26 April
Strike 2: 13 May to 1 June
Strike 3: 17 June to 12 July

Messages of support

to contactus@
barnetunison.org.uk
Visit picket lines between
8-10am at 2 Bristol
Avenue, Colindale,
London NW9 4EW

Workers’ indefinite strike
can tank bosses’ plans

TANKER DRIVERS employed
by JW Suckling in London,
Essex, Middlesex and
Grangemouth, Scotland have
voted overwhelmingly for an
indefinite strike in a dispute
over broken pay promises.
The 39 drivers, who
are members of the Unite
union, are set to begin
their strike on Tuesday 16
April and to stay out until a
satisfactory deal is reached.
JW Suckling failed to
meet the terms of its 2024
pay deal—a deal where
tanker drivers receive
an improved pension as
well as equal terms and
conditions with tanker

drivers throughout Britain.
JW Suckling failed to
“come to the table and
discuss concerns of our
members,” said Unite
regional officer Nick West.
The indefinite strike could
lead to fuel shortages across
London, the south east and
parts of Scotland, resulting
in queues at petrol pumps
and disruption to journeys.
@Picket lines are planned from
16 April at:
®Reach Lorry Park, Hedley
Avenue, Essex, RM20 4EL
®Bedfont Road, Staines,
Middlesex, TW19 7LZ
®Inchyra Road, Grangemouth,
FK3 9XB

GMB and Unite workers
vote for Dounreay strike

SOME 900 workers have
voted to strike at the
Dounreay nuclear plant over
pay. The site in Caithness
has been owned by the
British government’s Nuclear
Decommisioning Authority,
managed by their Nuclear
Restoration Services (NRS)
arm whose recent 4.5 percent
pay offer—backdated to April
2023—has angered workers.

The pay deal covered 12
months when inflation was
running above 11 percent.

Some 85 percent of the
450 GMB union members and
86 percent of 460 workers in
the Unite union voted to back
strikes.

The site employs about

1,200 people in total. The
workers involved include
craft technicians, general
operators, chemical and
electrical engineers,
maintenance fitters and
safety advisors.

The remuneration package
of the highest-paid NRS
(formerly Magnox) director
went up from £331,000 to
£651,000 in March 2023, and
the company paid dividends
of £2.1 million in the same
period.

And so while the bosses
give below-inflation pay
offers to workers, they line
their own pockets and the
pockets of the company’s
shareholders.

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS UNIVERSITIES

Link up the UCU fights

Driving examiners say
deal has passed test

DRIVING EXAMINERS in the
PCS union at the Driver and
Vehicle Standards Agency
(DVSA) voted to end their
dispute last week.

The threat of strikes
forced DVSA bosses to make
concessions.

In December last year,

91 percent of PCS members
at DVSA voted to strike after
management designed a
scheme that was supposed
to reduce waiting times and
clear backlogs.

But the scheme,
spearheaded by Tory
transport secretary Mark
Harper, would have pushed
staff to cover 150,000 tests
beyond capacity, while
ignoring the core cause
of the backlog—a lack of
funding.

The scheme would have
led to excessive workloads
and forced workers to
complete tests at a speed

that would have undermined
test takers' and examiners’
safety.

In negotiations to
avoid the strike, DVSA
management put forward an
improved proposal that met
some of workers' demands.

PCS members voted
72 percent yes to the plan in
a ballot.

One of the demands
workers have won is
confirmation that there are
no plans to force driving
examiners to do eight or
more tests a day.

Other demands won were
a reduction in weekend
working to one day and an
increased overtime pay for
all staff involved in tackling
the current backlog.

The fact that over a
quarter of those voting in the
ballot did not accept the deal
shows the fighting resolve of
these workers.

MUSEUMS VICTIMISATION

No weakness
in Liverpool

STRIKERS AT the National
Museums of Liverpool
(NML) are continuing their
fight for a Covid payment.
The 230 strikers began

an eight-week strike on

17 February.

The PCS union national
action last year ended with
a 4.5 percent rise, plus
0.5 percent for the lowest
paid—and a £1,500 one-off
payment.

NML bosses are refusing
to pay the £1,500 cost of
living payment the strikers
won last year. Instead it has
offered just £250.

Last week Kim Johnson,
Labour MP for Liverpool
Riverside, visited the
picket line and expressed
solidarity with the striking
workers.

This is despite Labour
leader Keir Starmer
instructing Labour MPs not
to join picket lines.

Defend rep
Gordon Askew

BOSSES at HMRC,
the government’s tax
department, have sacked a
union rep in Newcastle after
he used Microsoft Teams to
send a message to a few of
his co-workers about a strike.
HMRC sacked Gordon
Askew, who has nearly
30 years in the job, after
finding that he breached
an IT policy by using
Microsoft Teams “without a
legitimate business reason”.
Workers in Newcastle
struck last year alongside
those in HMRC East
Kilbride. And they also
took part in three national
days of strike last year.
Gordon Askew’s message
was directed at other
members of the PCS union,
asking if they were planning
on taking part in a strike.
The PCS is discussing
whether to take legal
action against HMRC.

against mass job cuts

UNIVERSITY WORKERS are
rising to fight the bosses’
attempts to cull their jobs.
After management at
the University of Kent
announced that it planned
to make redundant
58 members of staff,
members of the UCU union
have voted to strike.
Academics are furious that
the university plans to cut
down their research time.
Most institutions allow
workers to conduct their
research for around
29 percent of the time.
The University of
Kent wants to reduce
this to as little as 10
percent for some staff.
Workers at Sheffield
Hallam University plan to
begin a strike ballot on
Monday of next week.
While the university can
spend millions on building
projects, including opening
a campus in London,
management still wants to

make an unprecedented
number of job cuts.

A member of the Sheffield
Hallam UCU branch said
that university bosses “have
made a choice to prioritise
capital projects—vanity
projects—over what really
counts—staff and students.”

Workers at Goldsmiths
University in London have
already voted to strike and
are now preparing to start
a Marking and Assessment
Boycott next Friday.

Bosses at the university
are planning to make almost
a third of all staff redundant.

UCU members at
Goldsmiths shouldn’t be
left to take action alone.

Workers at Kent, Hallam
and at every institution
where the bosses are trying
to make job cuts should
organise a linked-up fight.
@To see the complete list of
universities that want to make
job cuts, go to tinyurl.com/
UCUredundancies
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POOR BATTERED BY
ROTTEN TORY RULE

by DAIRE CUMISKEY
N

THE TORIES are in a death
spiral, but they are still pre-
siding over vicious attacks
on working class people.

Rent rises in Britain are
forecast to outpace wage
growth, despite having
already surged at the fastest
pace on record since the
height of the Covid pandemic.

The Resolution Foundation
thinktank said this week that
average rents could increase
by 13 percent over the next
three years.

That will mean more
evictions—and less money
for renters’ food and bills.
Landlords will hoover up ever
more of people’s wages and
benefits.

The Tories are also out to
victimise disabled people and
people who help them.

Tens of thousands of
unpaid carers looking after
disabled, frail or ill relatives
are being forced to repay
benefits to the government.

And some are being
threatened with criminal
prosecution after unwittingly
breaching earnings rules by
just a few pounds a week.

People who claim the
£81.90-a-week carer’s
allowance while working part-
time are being pursued by the
Department for Work and

Super-rich’

“WHAT A year it’s been for
the planet’s billionaires,”
exulted the Forbes wealth
management group as
it unveiled its annual
ranking of the world’s
richest people this week.
Hunger and poverty
mean nothing to the elite
whose “fortunes continue
to swell as global stock
markets shrug off war,
political unrest and
lingering inflation”,
as Forbes puts it.
There are now more
billionaires globally

RISHI SUNAK and the Tories arestill battering the poor

Pensions for money that has
been erroneously “overpaid”
to them. Those that can’t or
won'’t pay risk going to prison.
Of course, there’s no such
treatment for the Tories who
fraudulently grabbed PPE con-
tracts during the pandemic.

The Tories were keen to
shout about their “generos-
ity” this week after awarding
pensioners a small increase.

But government figures
released earlier this month
revealed that the number
of homeless older people

is consistently rising, up by
more than 50 percent in only
four years.

The unrelenting grip of
the social emergency that’s
the “cost of living crisis” has
seen a surge in the unregu-
lated “buy now, pay later”

PicTure: Numser 10 /FLkR

credit sector which has risen
to £1.7 billion a month.
Debt advisers warn
that many people are rou-
tinely resorting to deferred
payments to buy household
essentials. Anyone who then
misses payments risks seeing

JUI o
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their case turned over to
ruthless debt collectors.

And the NHS crisis grows
as new analysis shows more
than 150,000 patients had
to wait for 24 hours in A&E
before getting a hospital bed
last year.

Meanwhile Labour says it
will not be able to make swift
changes if it is in govern-
ment, and instead talks about
“reform” of key services.

Shadow health secretary
Wes Streeting warned this
week that the NHS will get
no extra funding from him
without “major surgery”—
including more use of the
private sector.

Streeting insisted he
would not be put off by “mid-
dle-class Lefties” who cry
“betrayal” over using the pri-
vate sector—adding he was
“up for the fight” with unions.

Streeting’s declaration of
love for the private sector
came as news broke that a
woman died when a major
private healthcare provider
failed to transfer her to NHS
intensive care quickly enough
after she became critically ill.

Sabrina Khan from east
London said Spire Healthcare
staff “should have known
something was wrong” with
her mother, Nafisa.

These stories show we
need much more struggle
against the Tories.

fortunes swell as number of billionaires hits record high up

The wealth of the rich is still growing

than ever—2,781 in
all. That’s 141 more
than last year and 26
more than the record

that was set in 2021.
And these billionaires

are richer than ever,

worth £11.25 trillion, up

by £1.6 trillion from 2023.
Their wealth is equal to
the total production of the
poorest 150 countries and
not far off the £12 trillion
held by every adult in
Latin America combined.
If these billionaires
stacked their wealth in
dollar bills, they’d get to
the moon and back twice.
Two-thirds of the
list’s members are
worth more than a
year ago. They seized a
combined £550 billion
during the year.

Such figures vastly
exceed the sums that
agencies say are necessary
to overcome poverty.

For example, in
2020 the United
Nations estimated that
annual investments of
$39 billion to $50 billion
would be required to
achieve a world without
hunger by 2030.

This includes both
the 800 million people
suffering from “acute
food insecurity” as
well as the 1.5 billion

additional people
suffering from “moderate
food insecurity”.

Even if those figures
are doubled to account
for undercounting and
inflation over the last
five years, that’s still
only the wealth of one
of the most junior of
the top 14 richest.

We can have a different
world, but it requires a
war on the rich and the
system of exploitation
and oppression that
produces the rich.
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