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FIGHTING FASCISM

AFTER FAKE CEASEFIRE TALKS, ISRAEL UNLEASHES BOMBING HELL 10, diq we beat

the Nazi National
Front in the 1970s?

THE NATIONAL Front ran a
campaign of racist terror in
1970s Britain.

But within a few years
the Anti Nazi League,
confrontation on the streets,
relentless campaigning and
Rock Against Racism pushed
back the fascists.

What are the lessons for
facing the fascists in 2024?

>>Page 15
—

DAGENHAM FIRE

PALESTINIANS DRAG dead bodies from a school housing displaced people. An Israeli missile attack >>P 2
destroyed the school in the Rimal neighbourhood of central Gaza City on 20 August age

A scandal where

Starmer says things can only get worse profit still came

before safety

Labour launches attacks against workers ... ..

in east London could have
M‘ \ K E T H E =

Seven years after the
Grenfell Tower fire, a multi-
storey housing block with
a nursery attached was
still covered in flammable
cladding. The fire brigade
said the building had “fire
safety issues”.

>>Page 7
|

HOMELESSNESS

Labour’s plan
won't tackle the
housing crisis

MILLIONS OF people face
crippling rents and are at the
mercy of private landlords.
Others live in damp, mouldy
homes or are languishing in
temporary accommodation.

But Labour’s new housing
plans will do little or nothing
for them.

>>Pages 10&11

Government prepares ‘painful’ new austerity drive in 30 Oct budget >>Pages 3, 5, 6
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘I don’t think
she’s a very
bright person. |
think |am a very
bright person,
and alot of
people say that’

The very, very bright former
US president Donald Trump

‘I don’t ramble.
I'm areally smart
guy, you know,
really smart. |
don’t ramble.’
Trump rambling about rambling
‘Best president
for black
Americans since
Abraham Lincoln’
Trump plays fantasy politics
‘'m abetter-
looking person
than Kamala,’

Trump knows that real beauty
lies within

‘| got everything
right. And one

of the doctors
said, “I've never
seen that before,
where you get
everything right™

Trump on taking an
‘intelligence test’ recently

‘Very angry’
Trump after Democrat

candidate Kamala Harris said
he is ‘weird’

ONE Y\AS T8 ADMIAE
H16 KEFRESHING

US ‘ceasefire’ plans are trick
to gift Israel Palestinian land

A GIGANTIC fraud is
taking place over the
collapse of a supposed
ceasefire deal in Gaza.

Israel and its Western
backers blame Hamas, but
the real reason is that Israel
made a deal impossible.

Key sticking points in
the talks included Israel
demanding that it would
keep troops in the Philadelphi
Corridor.

The Corridor is a nine-mile
stretch of land along Gaza’s
southern border with Egypt.

The idea that Israel would
remain in the Corridor is
an explicit violation of a
2005 agreement governing
the area. It forbids Israeli
deployment there.

Freedom

Hamas insisted that any
agreement should include the
freedom of return for Gaza
residents to their homes.

It also wants relief and
reconstruction for Gaza—and
a captive-prisoner exchange
deal.

During talks in Cairo,

SECRETARY ANTHONY Blinken is a con-artist

Hamas’s delegation
demanded that Israel be
bound by what was agreed
at earlier talks on 2 July.
That plan had been laid out
by United States president
Joe Biden and backed by

Hamas says Britain has
‘contributed’ to genocide

IN THE first statement of
its kind, the Palestinian
resistance group Hamas
has zeroed-in on Britain’s
secret role in supporting
Israel’s genocidal

assault in Gaza.

Hamas said that British
intelligence operations
have directly contributed
to the deaths of thousands
of women and children
in Gaza, according to the
Quds News Network.

In December last year,
the British Ministry of
Defence announced that it
would conduct surveillance
flights over Israel and Gaza.

Intelligence

It said they would “provide
intelligence to Tel Aviv

as part of hostage rescue
efforts”.

The ministry claimed
that these surveillance
aircraft were unarmed,
did not have a combat
role and were solely
tasked with locating

Getin
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British planes spy for Israel

Israeli prisoners.

Two months ago, a
senior Israeli official
disclosed that a British spy
team had been deployed
to Israel since the
beginning of its bombing
campaign last October.

This revelation,
highlighted in a New York
Times newspaper report,
also noted that both
British and US spies have
been operating in Israel
throughout the genocide.

The Israeli official
stated that the intelligence
provided by Britain had
given Israeli forces a
significant advantage.

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

a United Nations Security
Council resolution.
Francesca Albanese, a
UN official for the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, said,
“History repeats itself.
“Israel is using negotiations

to eat up other portions of
what remains of Palestine.

“Under the guise of
‘ceasefire negotiations’ Israel
is trying to create the condi-
tions for permanent occupa-
tion and more land grabs.

“Those familiar with
Palestine’s history recog-
nise in what is happening
to the Palestinians under
Israel’s unlawful occupa-
tion, the pattern of settler
colonialism.”

Displaced

Israel has now confined
1.7 million displaced
Palestinians into a mere tenth
of Gaza’s area, according to
Gaza’s government.

This drastic reduction
in living space comes amid
new evacuation orders from
the Israeli military, further
restricting the areas deemed
“safe” for civilians.

In a statement released
last week, the Gaza authority
condemned the Israeli mili-
tary’s actions as “some of the
most heinous crimes against
civilians in Gaza”.

British medics in Gaza
with message for Starmer

DOZENS of
British-based doctors,
nurses and medical
professionals who
worked in Gaza have
called on Keir Starmer to
halt arms sales to Israel.

In an open letter
coordinated by
the rights group
International Centre of
Justice for Palestinians,
the health workers
warned the prime
minister and foreign
secretary David
Lammy that continuing
arms sales could put
them in violation of
international law.

They said ending
the sales is “morally as
well as legally right”.

“It is difficult for
many of us to recount
the scenes we witnessed
in Gaza, not least of all
in the knowledge that
many of the injuries
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Warzone Gaza

we treated may have
resulted from the use
of weapons systems
and components
supplied from Britain,”
the letter read.

The letter also
noted that “with only
marginal exceptions,
everyone in Gaza is
sick, injured or both™.

Citing domestic
British law, international
humanitarian law
and Britain’s own
Strategic Export
Licensing Criteria, the
signatories stressed
that it was imperative
to halt the sales.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London

E16 9EJ

Israeli bombs
targeting
more schools

ISRAELI BOMBS slammed
into the al-Ezz Bin

Abdul Salam school

on Monday, the latest
school-turned-shelter it
has attacked.

Gaza’s civil defence
agency said on Wednesday
last week that Israeli
bombs killed at least four
people and wounded 18 at
the Salah al-Din school.

It had been sheltering
displaced Palestinians.

Palestinian journalist
Hossam Shabat noted
bitterly, “Another school
massacre in northern
Gaza. This is being done on
purpose to empty out the
remaining population.

Cleanse
“For the past ten months,
Israeli occupation forces
have been trying to
ethnically cleanse northern
Gaza.

“They have bombed
us, starved us and are
now targeting the most
populated areas. These
people are not interested
in a ceasefire they are
only interested in killing
Palestinians.”

Israel has repeatedly
attacked Gaza’s schools,
hospitals and universities.

Injuring

Within a ten-day period

in August, Israeli forces
struck five schools in Gaza
City, killing more than 179
people and injuring scores
more.

Israel killed at least
15 people at the Dalal
al-Mughrabi school on
1 August.

Two days later, Israeli
strikes on Hamama and
al-Huda schools killed 17
people and injured more
than 60.

On 4 August, Israeli
missiles murdered at least
30 people in the Nassr and
Hassan Salameh schools in
the Nassr neighbourhood
in Gaza City.

Israel bombed Abdel
Fattah Hamouda and
az-Zahra schools, killing 17
people on 8 August.

On 10 August, Israel hit
Gaza City’s al-Tabin school,
killing more than 100
displaced Palestinians.

Palestine protest diary
Sat 31 Aug Divest for
Palestine day of action at
councils. Details at tinyurl.
com/Divest3108

Sat 7 Sept, 12 noon
central London—national
demonstration,

Sat 21 Sept, 12 noon
Liverpool—protest at
Labour Party conference
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Labour is now promising

misery instead of change

by ISABEL RINGROSE

KEIR STARMER—the supposed
bringer of “change”—made a
speech on Tuesday that life in
Britain “is going to get worse”.
Not just worse, but “worse than
we ever imagined’.

In his first keynote speech, which
sets out the government’s perspec-
tive, Starmer posed as a friend of the
people by “being honest” about “the
choices we face”.

Starmer wants to seem like a
responsible adult, who you can trust
to fix the “rot set deep in the heart”
of the country at the hands of the
Tories.

He is vowing to fix the “rubble
and ruin” left by successive Tory
governments.

And, like chancellor Rachel Reeves,
he’s claiming that the Conservatives
hid the true financial picture.

But who will pay for this rot,
rubble and ruin?

Ordinary
The speech is “a direct message to the
working people across Britain”.

It is cover for Labour to not do all
the things it said it would—and do
what it said it wouldn’t.

Its first budget is due on
30 October, so the government is
scrambling to set the scene about
how ordinary people will pay the
price for capitalist crisis.

That’s evident in its first broken
promise in power—that energy bills
will decrease.

Instead energy bills are set
to increase by 10 percent in the
run-up to winter, equivalent to
£12 a month.

That’s thanks to Labour allowing
the industry regulator to increase
the cap on gas and electricity from
October.

Under the new price cap, the aver-
age dual-fuel energy bill will rise to

KEIR STARMER is painting a bleak picture—conditions for ordinary people are set to get worse

£1,717 a year, up £149 from its cur-
rent level of £1,568 in place since
July. The cap is set every quarter by
Ofgem.

Ofgem chief executive Jonathan
Brearley has put the burden on con-
sumers to “shop around” to keep
warm this winter.

The regulator revealed the cap
after Reeves set out plans to restrict
the winter fuel allowance that helps
pensioners pay their bills.

This will no longer be universal to
those claiming a state pension and
only pensioners on means-tested ben-
efits would qualify this winter. Reeves

Stand up for choice
Abortion is healthcare

Deferd a wonap'
i S
right to eh
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is trying to close up a “black hole”
in the public finances she blames on
the Tories. But benefits to pensioners
should not be up for grabs.

The allowance is worth between
£100 and £300 and paid to 11.4 mil-
lion pensioners in 8.4 million house-
holds in 2022-23 in England and
Wales.

Now payments worth £200 will be
made to households receiving pen-
sion credits, or £300 to households
on pension credits paid to someone
over 80.

Millions of pensioners will face
higher energy costs and colder

winters as part of a plan to save
£22 billion.

But this is at the cost of freez-
ing pensions who have to choose
between food and heating—and in
some cases won’t be able to choose
either.

Starmer’s speech this week dem-
onstrates how these vicious cuts are
not the end of the attacks, but the
beginning.

There needs to be proper resist-
ance every time the government tries
to axe jobs, drop benefits and slash
services. It is possible to fight off
these attacks but it must start now.

Where is Keir Starmer’s
Great British Energy?

THE LABOUR government planned
to introduce a state energy
company called Great British
Energy to lower costs.

It would invest in renewable
energy and own, manage and
operate clean power projects.

It’s yet to get going. Meanwhile
energy secretary Ed Miliband said,
“The rise in the price cap is a direct
result of the failed energy policy
we inherited.

“The only solution to get
bills down and greater energy
independence is the government’s
mission for clean, homegrown
power.”

Labour can blame the Tories all

it wants, but without regulation on
privatised energy bills prices will
continue to hike and leave ordinary
people with less and less.

And while Labour postures over
who to blame, it’s pensioners that
will suffer.

Simon Francis, coordinator of
the End Fuel Poverty Coalition,
called it a “cruel decision.”

He said more vulnerable people
succumb to health complications
from living in cold and damp
conditions.

He estimates that Labour’s
savings will be wiped out by
additional strain on the health
service.

Fuel cut is
‘reckless’
—Age UK

AGE UK said that two million
pensioners who need the
payments will no longer get
them.

Caroline Abrahams,
Charity Director at Age UK,
described the situation as
“reckless and wrong”.

“Means-testing Winter Fuel
Payment when fuel prices are
rising by 10 percent spells
disaster for pensioners on low
and modest incomes or living
in vulnerable circumstances
due to ill health,” she said.

A pension credit is for
people on low incomes and
unlocks a number of other
benefits.

It ensures that single

Struggling to keep warm

people have an income of at
least £218.15 a week, and
that pensioner couples have
at least £332.

For over a decade about a
third of pensioners who are
entitled have not claimed it.

The result will be colder
homes and more death.

In 2020/21 14,502 people
died because of cold homes—
up from 2,439 the year
before.

The number of excess
deaths was 4,950 last year.

Gillian Cooper, the director
of energy at Citizens Advice,
said, “One in four say they
could be forced to turn off
their heating and hot water
this winter.

“We’re particularly
concerned about households
with children and young
people and those on lower
incomes, who are most likely
to struggle with their heating
costs.”

And standing charges—a
fixed daily amount that
covers the costs of connecting
to a supply—are staying the
same.

These are typically 60p a
day for electricity and 31p a
day for gas.

These charges are unfair
because they make up a
disproportionately large part
of bills for low energy users.

Plus the regulator is
adding £28 to everyone’s
bill over the year to cover
the cost of dealing with
£3.1 billion of debt owed to
suppliers.
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Key chances

oresist the

far right and

Reform UK

this month

b‘ ARTHUR TOWNEND

ON SATURDAY 28 September
at 12 noon in central London,
anti-racists must mobilise in
huge numbers to confront the
far right.

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) has
called a demonstration to oppose
the continuing far right threat.

The far right is planning to mobi-
lise in Trafalgar Square under the
slogan “Unite the Kingdom”.

The far right has been increasing
its organisation around the coun-
try. Now, it plans to hold a “peace-
ful” rally in the capital to spread
vile racism and intimidate minority
communities.

Samira Ali, a national organiser
for SUTR, said, “We are calling for
a demonstration in London because
every time the far right attempts to
mobilise, we need to be there to
confront them.

“If the far right takes the streets
of London, it will not stop there.
The next day it will be in our
communities, it will be attacking
mosques.

“We have to see everyone there
on 28 September. From trade
unionists to community activists,
from those who have been a part of
the movement to new people who
want to crush the far right.”

The far right has marched in
London before. On 27 July, fas-
cist Tommy Robinson led a
15,000-strong protest and occu-
pied Trafalgar Square. “We know

Marching against racism

some factors make the far right feel
confident,” she said. “It has Nigel
Farage speaking its language in
parliament, emboldening its racist
ideas and giving it strength.

“So we need to continue our
movement, capitalise on that
momentum and make sure it
cannot mobilise in Trafalgar
Square again.”

Robinson is not currently in
Britain, but the Unite the Kingdom
demonstration has been called
by his racist ilk. At the moment,
the counter-protest isn’t an all-
out national mobilisation against
Robinson.

But, Samira said, “Robinson is
not that far away. He can smell his
chances, so we need to be ready to
mobilise and confront the far right
whenever and wherever.”

SUTR is calling on anti-racists
in London to join the demonstra-
tion and anti-racists elsewhere to
organise counter-protests wherever
the far right attempts to mobilise.

The movement must hurl the far
right off the streets and show that
racism is not welcome here.

Hotels

Far right violence exploded in
August with riots outside refu-
gee hotels in Rotherham and
Tamworth.

It was a vile display of the con-
sequences of ongoing anti-refugee
rhetoric.

But it did not go unopposed,
and in recent weeks the anti-rac-
ist movement has confronted and
mostly outnumbered far right dem-
onstrations across Britain.

Anti-racists must continue to
fight the far right and not rely on
the police or the state.

Meanwhile, SUTR has also
called a protest outside the
Reform UK conference at the
NEC centre in Birmingham on
Friday 20 September.

Join SUTR's counter-protest at Reform
UK's conference, Fri 20 Sept, 5pm,
Birmingham

Join SUTR's Stop the far right—no
fascists in London demonstration,

Sat 28 Sept, 12 noon, central London.
More information at
standuptoracism.co.uk

ANTI-RACISTS ACROSS London came out on 7 August—we need the same on 28 September

Kneecap rap trio and trade unions
back Glasgow anti-fascist protest

SUPPORT IS pouring in for an
anti-fascist counter-protest
against the far right in Glasgow
on Saturday of next week.

The Stand Up To Racism
(SUTR) counter-protest is
backed by nine trade unions,
leading refugee organisations—
and Irish rap trio Kneecap.

Hector Sierra, an SUTR
Scotland organiser, told Socialist
Worker, “This has to be serious
mobilisation.

“The far right demonstration
is being organised by racist
forces. The main personality is
known as the Glasgow Cabbie—
Stef Shaw.

“When he called the protest,
it was immediately promoted
by Tommy Robinson. Shaw took
inspiration from Robinson’s
27 July demonstration and was
delighted to get support from
him.”

Hector said that the organisers
are “trying to publicly distance
themselves from the violence of
the fascist riots”.

“They’re making every effort
to claim they have no links with
racism or the far right,” he said.

“But the protest is against
what they call ‘mass illegal
immigration’.

“This is code for Islamophobic

A Stand Up To Racism mobilisation in Glasgow

and racist ideas.” The Glasgow
Cabbie’s Facebook page is filled
with anti-migrant messages.

“He’s against ‘foreign
graffiti’ and ‘the criminality of
foreigners’. The message of the
rally is to ‘let every foreigner
know we are united against
them’,” Hector explained.

James is an SUTR activist in
Glasgow. “People are shocked
to hear that the far right is
trying to build here, and have
been offering support,” he told
Socialist Worker.

“Local businesses are happy to
take leaflets and put posters up.
We also have bands like Kneecap
and comedians supporting us.”

Anti-racists have held stalls

PicTure: Dav GiL

and have also been leafleting in
the streets and stations.

“We also have anti-racists
pushing it in union branches,”
James said.

The SUTR counter-protest
is backed by the Scottish TUC
union federation and the EIS,
RMT, PCS, NASUWT, UCU, CWU,
FBU, Unite and Unison unions in
Scotland.

Hector added that the vision
for the counter-rally is “a mass
anti-racist show of solidarity
with refugees, opposing the
far right, Islamophobia and
antisemitism”.

Join SUTR's Don't let the far right
divide us rally on Sat 7 Sept, 12pm,
George Square, Glasgow G2 1AL
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The home secretary is trying to ‘surge’ deportation rates

Yvette Cooper desperate to
deport 14,000 this year

LABOUR HOME secretary Yvette
Cooper wants to deport 14,000
people by the end of the year.

She ordered the Home Office
last Wednesday to implement a
“surge” in deportations and the
“highest rate of removals” since
2018.

Her announcement will send
fear through refugees—and give
succour to the far right as it licks
its wounds after being pushed
back on the streets.

Over the next six months
Cooper wants to “achieve”
the highest removal rate of
deportation since Theresa May was
in charge of the Home Office.

To reach the 2018 level of
9,000 deportations a year, Labour
will have to forcibly remove
3,000 more people this year than
last year.

Labour gloated that since the
election nine return flights had
taken off in six weeks, with one
carrying more than 20 people.

The migrants’ rights’ charity
Praxis accused the Cooper of
“villainising people who’ve
migrated”.

It also said the government had
chosen the “tired tactics of hostility

and division”. Refugee Action said
that the government was wrongly
focusing on “criminalising and
removing people seeking safety”.

Cooper has already announced
a “summer blitz” of raids on
refugees whose asylum claims
have been rejected.

This scheme will redeploy staff
from the Rwanda deportation
plan to work on returning refugees
and increase sanctions against
bosses who hire undocumented
workers.

Cooper said she wants to
introduce a “better-controlled”
system to replace “the chaos that
has blighted the system for far too
long”.

Those refugees who were
earmarked for Rwanda will now
have their claims processed.

The Tories told refugees who
arrived after June 2021 that
they would not have their claims
processed.

Cooper announced the plans as
206 people crossed the Channel to
Britain last Monday.

Labour is pandering to the far
right and racists—such as Nigel
Farage and the other four Reform
UK party MPs.

Tighter border controls
will drive migrant deaths

WHAT WE THINK

RESIST STARMER’S PUSH
TO MAKE WORKERS PAY

EMEMBER when soaking
Rishi Sunak stood
outside Downing Street
to announce the election
while “Things Can
Only Get Better” blasted in the
background?

On Tuesday Keir Starmer swept
away hope of speedy change and
laid out that things are going to
get worse (see page 3).

“I won’t shy away from making
unpopular decisions now if it’s the
best thing for the country in the
long term,” he said.“We can’t go
back to business as usual.”

Starmer is preparing us for
Labour’s “painful” October
budget—and to make working
class people pay for the chaos the
Tories left behind.

Things will be getting worse for
ordinary people—not politicians,
bosses or bankers.That’s a political
choice.

Labour doesn’t need to keep
the two-child benefit cap, snatch
the winter fuel allowance from
millions of pensioners and slash
funding from key services to fill
the “£22 billion black hole”.

Stopping funding for war would
save billions. Britain has given £4.6
billion to Ukraine’s war drive, plus

a further £2.5 billion this year.

Military spending is 2.2 percent
of Britain’s GDP. But Labour will
raise spending to 2.5 percent to a
total of £87 billion a year.

Above all, Labour won’t tax
the rich.A 2 percent wealth tax
on assets over £10 million could
generate £24 billion a year and
affect just 0.04 percent of people.

Applying the same rate of tax
on income to capital gains—a tax
on the profit when the rich gains
from selling second homes and
businesses—would generate £16.7
billion a year.

Ending subsidies for oil and
gas companies would generate
£2.2 billion a year.And around
£10 billion could be generated

We need to
dismantle the
system that
creates vast
wealth inequality
]

by taxing the rich who get huge
breaks for paying into private
pension schemes.

But relying on Labour to tax
the billionaires isn’t enough.We
need to dismantle the system that
creates vast wealth inequality.

That means launching an assault
against the bosses and their
system—and going beyond the

narrowness of trade union leaders.

Pushed on BBC Radio 4 to
comment on Labour’s plans, TUC
union federation general secretary
Paul Nowak fell dutifully in line.
He could have been mistaken for a
Labour spokesperson.

Nowak said, “This is a serious
message from a serious prime
minister that his government is
committed to putting right what
went wrong over |4 years.”

And he said that unions
wouldn’t push for higher public
sector pay than the pay review
bodies recommended.

We can't sit around and wait
for things to potentially get better.
Starmer said that national strikes
“crippled” the country.

Workers need to use this
power. If things are getting worse
for us, we should make it much
worse for Starmer.

REAL TWO-TIER POLICING

EFORE NOTTING Hill
Carnival—a multicultural
spectacle with a history of
anti-racism—even began, the right
wing media dredged up claims of
“two-tier” policing.
Amid a far right emboldened
by racist rhetoric, some got
their piece in early.The Telegraph
newspaper reported that ex-
cop Mike Neville said police are
hesitant to make arrests for fear
of being called racist.
The retired Scotland Yard chief
said if the carnival were a football

YVETTE COOPER says
that Labour wants to
“smash the criminal
gangs” that traffic
some people across
the English Channel.

But the people-
smugglers only exist
because of Britain's
and the European
Union's racist border
rules.

If there were safe
and legal routes
for refugees, they
wouldn't be forced to
pay people traffickers.

More than half of
those travelling by
small boats come

from war-torn and
dangerous countries
such as Afghanistan,
Iran, Eritrea, Syria,
Irag and Sudan.

Any crackdown
that makes it harder
to cross the Channel
won't “smash the
gangs” or stop
desperate people
trying to make it to
safety in Britain.

It will only force
them to take more
dangerous routes—
and makes death
inevitable.

Targeting “failed”
asylum claims also

entrenches a picture
of “good"” and “bad”
migrants. Their
asylum applications
“fail” precisely
because the Home
Office makes it so
hard for people to
settle in Britain.
Labour pushing an
anti-migrant narrative
gives oxygen to the
far right. And when
the government fails
to “stop the boats”,
the far right can turn
around and say, “We
must mobilise to
stop them where the
establishment fails.”

game—mainly attended by white

Breakfast in

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red
and get the latest news every day.

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter
go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfast-in-red

people—it would be cancelled.

Accusing the “woke” police
of two-tier policing the carnival
is simply trying to play on racist
stereotypes about black violence
and crime.

The idea that the carnival
presents any greater threat to
safety than other mass events is a
racist attack. Glastonbury music
festival has similar crime rates.

Charles Moore, also in The
Telegraph, said the police deal with
“the rest of us, the great majority”
differently to “self-identifying ethnic
or religious groups”.

The idea that this “great
(white) majority” is being unfairly
treated by police was Nazi Tommy
Robinson’s excuse for recent far
right violence.

But there certainly is two-tier
policing in Britain. Police stop and
search one child every 14 hours—
and that child is four times more
likely to be black. Police failed to
stop “the great majority” when
fascists set fire to hotels housing
refugees.

The real two-tier policing flows
from the nature of the cops and
state racism.

socialistworker.co.uk

Our website brings together stories of
struggles the mainstream won’t report. It
helps you find socialist meetings, protests
and strikes—and the Marxist ideas and
activism to change the world.
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ANALYSIS
|CHARLIE KIMBER

Israel, the West
Bank and Zionism

IN AN effort to deflect from wider state crimes, Israeli
police detained four settlers accused of taking partina
deadly rampage in the Palestinian village of Jit.

They are under investigation for “terrorism against
Palestinians”—as if the “legal” military and police were not
wholly involved in such acts.

A mob of Israeli settlers broke into Jit on 15 August, set fire
to cars, destroyed homes and shot dead Palestinian Rashid
Mahmoud Abdul Qader Al-Sadeh.

This pogrom was not the act of rogue individuals. It
flows directly from the Israeli state’s policy of arming and
supporting settler violence.

The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR) said,
“This crime is part of a broader range of violence fuelled by
the ongoing incitement campaign by Israeli ministers. Settler
violence is inseparable from Israel’s broader policy to establish
full sovereignty over the West Bank and its plan to ethnically
cleanse the Palestinians.”

Around an hour after the settlers raided Jit, the Israeli
military arrived and began dispersing Palestinian villagers.
This stopped them extinguishing the fires engulfing their
homes and vehicles.

The Israeli troops then fired live bullets and tear gas
canisters but did nothing to halt the settlers’ rampage.

The PCHR said, “They facilitated and secured the settlers’
withdrawal from the village.” It pointed to “repeated
announcements of arming settlers and forming armed militias
with the backing of Israeli government ministers”.

United States-based Jewish Voice for Peace said that the
Israeli government has transferred over 150,000 guns and
hundreds of other weapons to Israeli settlers since 7 October.

It added, “During this period, the Israeli ministry of
national security has also relaxed gun licensing requirements,
approving permits for an additional 100,000 firearms.”

Between 7 October 2023 and 12 August 2024, the United
Nations’ humanitarian office recorded around 1,250 attacks
by Israeli settlers against Palestinians. Around 120 of these led
to Palestinian fatalities and injuries.

And Israel has arrested more than 10,000 Palestinians from
the West Bank since last October.

Captured

Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East
Jerusalem—areas of historic Palestine—in its 1967 war. It has
maintained its rule as part of the longest military occupation
in modern history.

For over 55 years, the Israeli military occupation actively
pursued the “de-Palestinianisation” of the Occupied
Territories. It is a continuation and development of the
expulsion and elimination of the Nakba of 1948.

The Oslo “peace accords” in 1993 prohibited the
establishment of new settlements. It was claimed the accords
would see to see the emergence of some form of Palestinian
statehood in the West Bank.

At the time there were approximately 110,000 settlers in
the West Bank and around 140,000 in East Jerusalem. The
sell-out surrender deal agreed by some Palestinian elites saw
a massive acceleration of settlement building.

Today there are about 480,000 settlers in the West Bank,
and 240,000 settlers in East Jerusalem.

Israel also had settlements in Gaza before a 2005
withdrawal. The present assault on Gaza could pave the way
for the return of such settlements—with the most fanatical
Zionists already wanting to grab land.

Numerous UN resolutions have told Israel to abandon the
land it seized in 1967. Such words do not have a feather’s
weight. Western imperialism allows Israel, its fortress state in
the Middle East, to continue the occupation.

In July this year, the International Court of Justice ruled
that Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory is unlawful and
must end “as rapidly as possible”.

But Israeli leader Binyamin Netanyahu said his country will
not relinquish control over the occupied West Bank. “It’s part
of our homeland. We intend to stay there,” he said.

Israeli settler-colonialism, backed by Britain, the US and
others, is the fundamental source and agency of oppression.

The moves against a handful of settlers are not just
inadequate. They are a systematic camouflage of murderous
and state-orchestrated brutality.

CAIWU CLEANERS’ union members protesting in London in August against sackings at Meta

PicTure: Guy SMALLMAN

TUC conference must hit
back at Labour’s policies

THE TUC trade union
federation gathering on
8 September in Brighton
could see differences
about how to relate to the
Labour government.

An article on the i News
website last week claimed,
“A ‘schism’ is growing among
trade unions about how
aggressively they should be
pushing the Labour govern-
ment over public sector pay.”

A motion from the PCS
union argues that public
sector wages have decreased
by an average of 1.5 per
cent annually since 2011.
It calls for a pay restoration
to be “a key feature of our
campaigning with the new
government”.

Cosplay

But i adds, “Others in the
labour movement have
accused hard left union lead-
ers of engaging in ‘cosplay’ by
making unrealistic demands.”

A senior union official said
some unions want to “give
Keir Starmer the benefit of
the doubt” and work “pri-
vately and quietly behind the
scenes”.

This official said, “Part
of this is about the unions
who love nothing more than
to be let down by a Labour
government.”

They said the motion did
not represent a “co-ordinated
bargaining agenda” across
the TUC. And it said other
unions understood they had
to be more measured in their

demands. “They know how
cash-strapped these organi-
sations are,” the source said.

What the TUC says does
matter. It assembles general
secretaries, senior officials
and some grassroots dele-
gates from unions represent-
ing 5.5 million workers.

It can, when pushed hard
enough, offer a unified drive
for action—although it’s
always a battle to turn words
into action.

And differences are usually
more apparent than real. Will
there be a genuine battle over

pay? And will it mean more
than rhetoric?

Just months after union
leaders gushed over the
return of Labour to the gov-
ernment there is unlikely
to be any serious planning
against Starmer’s pro-boss
policies.

Another possible clash
could come over anti-union
laws. Some union leaders
will want to just congratu-
late Starmer for ending the
Tories’ minimum service
level law that enforced strike
breaking—although it was

Unions weak on Palestine

ON PALESTINE, a
motion from the NEU
union “reaffirms support
for Palestinian rights’. It
calls on the government
“to immediately
recognise the State of
Palestine and end the
arms trade with Israel’”.
It also demands “a
permanent ceasefire
and the release of
all hostages and
Palestinian political
prisoners’. It supports
“sanctions upon
individuals and
entities who have
made statements
inciting genocide
against Palestinians’.
However, it doesn’t

make clear whether
those sanctions
apply to the Israeli
state as a whole.

An amendment
from the Unison union
underlines that this
policy must be part of
“contributing to a two-
state solution”. This is
the camouflage Western
imperialism uses to
avoid a real discussion
of the nature of Zionism.

The Unite union wants
to restrict any weapons
ban to “arms directly
traded with Israel’. This
follows the false logic
that trading in death
is good for workers
because it saves jobs.

never used. And Starmer has
cannily indicated that Labour
will move to dump the 2016
act that enforces strike ballot
thresholds.

But the FBU union also
wants the TUC to “take
urgent action to remove
other anti-union laws”.

In the world of the TUC—
where self-congratulatory
fudge rules—that might just
be voted for unanimously and
filed under “nice idea, don’t
push”.

There are welcome
motions over anti-racism and
opposition to Reform UK.

Racism

An NEU union amendment
calls on unions to “mobilise
for demonstrations and cam-
paigns against the far right
called by Stand Up To Racism
and others”.

Emergency motions are
also expected over the recent
fascist and far right surge of
violence.

There will be a discussion
of going beyond Labour’s eco-
nomic programme with calls
for a wealth tax and not just
relying on growth to boost
public spending.

But there are no calls for
coordinated strikes to win
this.

The RMT union motion,
for example, simply asks for a
campaign to “be launched as
soon as possible to influence
the next and forthcoming
budgets and to include lobby-
ing of MPs and the cabinet”.
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Dagenham

fire could
have seen

mass death

The building had ‘fire safety issues’
and was having cladding removed
at the time of the blaze in east
London, reports Isabel Ringrose

BEHIND A fire in Dagenham,
east London, is a major scan-
dal linked to the Grenfell Tower
blaze seven years ago.

Two people were taken to hos-
pital after the fire broke out early
Monday morning in a multi-storey
block of flats.

More than 100 people were evac-
uated and some 45 fire engines and
225 firefighters responded to the
fire.

Scaffolding surrounding the build-
ing set alight, as well as parts of the
building from the ground to the roof.

The London Fire Brigade (LFB)
said the building, a mixed-use resi-
dential and commercial building,
was known to have “a number of fire
safety issues”.

A planning application from May
2023 shows the building was cov-
ered in “non-compliant”, flammable
cladding.

A ban on combustible materi-
als was supposed to come in on
December 2022.

This was over five years on from
the Grenfell Tower fire in west
London where 72 people were
killed by flammable cladding and
insulation.

The scaffolding surrounding the
east London building was in place to
remove the cladding when the fire
broke out.

Emergency services were called
around 2.44am.

According to a company involved

The fire comes a
week before the
Grenfell Tower
Inquiry releases its

final report
I

in the removals, the work was focus-
ing on the fifth and sixth floors.

All parts of the building have been
affected by the blaze, including a
nursery in one of the business units
on the ground floor.

The LFB commissioner Andy Roe
said, “The building has a number of
fire safety issues known to London
Fire Brigade.

“A full simultaneous evacuation
of the building was immediately car-
ried out and a significant search and
rescue operation is under way.”

A rest centre was set up at
Becontree Health and Leisure Centre
to support residents.

The fire comes a week before
the Grenfell Tower Inquiry releases
its report from Phase 2 of its
investigation.

The report, due next Wednesday,
has looked at how the flammable
materials ended up on the tower.

Knowingly

Phase 1’s report was released in
October 2019 yet its recommen-
dations have still not been fully
implemented.

The inquiry should blame Arconic,
Celotex and Kingspan, the three
companies who knowingly made
and sold the deadly materials, that
are still in operation today.

And it should also blame
Kensington and Chelsea council and
its tenant management organisation
for ignoring residents’ concerns, and
only bothering with saving money
on the tower’s refurbishment.

Blame also has to be left at the
door of David Cameron’s Tory gov-
ernment who made £10 billion of cuts
to deregulate the building industry.

Campaigners are clear that justice
equals jail time, but the Met police
has said any charges won’t come
until late 2026—almost ten years
after the fire.

It’s an insult to those who have
suffered from the fire, including
bereaved and survivors, that dan-
gerous cladding is still on flats, and
more lives are put at risk.

THE DAGENHAM blaze wrapped around the building

Starmer’s Labour now seems to
accept steel jobs melting away

LABOUR’S ELECTION promises to
save steel jobs are falling apart.
It hammers home that the union
leaders were wrong to run away
from strikes in July and rely on
Keir Starmer—and should call
walkouts now.

Unless there’s a fight,
thousands of steel workers are
set to be laid off just before
Christmas. British Steel last
week brought forward plans
to close its blast furnaces in
Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire.

The GMB union said on Friday
last week that at least 2,500
jobs are at risk. The owner,
multinational Jingye, has
insisted that no decision has yet
been made.

But The Telegraph newspaper
says Jingye is in talks with the
government over plans to cut
imports of coal needed for its
steel blast furnaces in October.
That’s almost two years earlier
than initially planned.

The three million tonnes of
steel currently produced from
the furnaces would potentially
be replaced by steel imported
from China.

Jingye remains in discussions

Marching for steel in February

with the government for a £600
million state handout so it can
modernise its plants.

British Steel has previously
announced it would be building
an electric arc furnace (EAF) as
part of its decarbonisation plans.

Meanwhile, the jobs slaughter
continues at Port Talbot steel
works in South Wales, owned by
the Tata conglomerate.

Last week Starmer said his
ministers will do “everything
we can”. But he added, “I’'m not
going to pretend it’s anything
other than tough.”

That leaves the door open for

mass cuts—and Tata bosses are
pressing ahead with their plans.

The firm has already pushed
workers to “volunteer” for
redundancy and says it will close
the second of two blast furnaces
in September.

It’s not too late to launch
strikes and a wider battle
throughout the working class
movement for jobs and for more
sustainable production.

Only struggle—at all of the
companies’ sites—will force the
bosses to back off. There should
be no agreement to any moves
that lead to a shutdown—and
workers must not perform them.

“Greener steel” doesn’t have
to mean devastation for working
class people.

It’s right to move away
from the polluting processes
that presently dominate the
industry. But that should be done
with workers at the centre of
decision-making—and not with
profits dominating.

Workers should organise for
an occupation of the threatened
sites and demand that Labour
nationalises the industry under
democratic control.
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Arms firms
cashinon

spread of
bloodshed

It’s a classic tale of capitalism
as bosses profit from death and
destruction, reports Thomas Foster

THE WORLD'’S largest arms
companies are set to rake in
record levels of cash over the
next three years.

It shows what war is really
good for—huge wealth for bosses
and shareholders while death and
destruction for working people.

The Financial Times newspa-
per revealed on Monday that the
leading 15 arms manufacturers are
expecting a free cash flow, a rough
term for profit, of £40 billion in
2026.

This includes Lockheed Martin,
RTX, Northrop Grumman, Boeing
and General Dynamics.

That’s double what their cash
flow was in 2021. And the top five
United States arms manufacturers
alone make up half of that free cash
flow.

In Europe, governments
have handed out new contracts
for ammunition and missiles.
Companies such as BAE Systems,
Saab and Rheinmetall are now set
to see their profits jump more than
40 percent.

Arms bosses are benefiting
from heightened rivalries between
states that have led to governments
increasing military spending.

The proxy war in Ukraine
between the US-led Nato alliance

and Russia, increased competition
between China and the West and
arms sales to Israel have all played
a role.

In the US, recently passed leg-
islation provides military support
for Ukraine, Taiwan and Israel that
amounts to £10 billion in weapons
production.

In Britain, the government has
spent £7.6 billion on sending weap-
ons to Ukraine.

It’s a classic tale of capitalism—
politicians launch wars and the
rich profit from them, while work-
ing people are the ones killing one
another.

This is rooted in the system
of profit. Economic competition
between states often spills over
into military competition and, ulti-
mately, war.

It reveals how the state plays an
essential role in supporting those
companies profiting off war.

Bosses of weapon manufacturers
should be called out for what they
are—dealers of death operating in
the marketplace for murder.

All mainstream parties are com-
plicit in enabling this. It’s seen in
Keir Starmer’s government, which
doesn’t want to tackle the profi-
teering of war but boost it with
increased military spending.

Boss says ‘missiles are cool’

BOSSES CAN smell that
there’s a killing to be made in
profits. Y Combinator is a firm
that supports US-based start-
ups. It launched Airbnb and
Reddit—and is now backing a
weapons company for the first
time.

It has invested in Ares
Industries, a company that
creates “low-cost” cruise
missiles for the bargain
£250,000 per missile.

Ares’ co-founder Alex Tseng
thinks that “missiles are cool”

and promises that his missiles
“will be 10x smaller and 10x
cheaper’.

It’s focusing on producing
cheaper weapons and drones
that can be made quickly at
scale. Investment has been
flooding into weapons start-
ups.

Anduri Industries, a start-up
that makes automated weapon
systems, raised £1 billion this
month.

There’s nothing “cool” about
profiting out of war.

A PALESTINE rally outside the Democratic convention protesting against the marketplace for murder

UNITED STATES

Democratic convention promises more
pro-corporate, pro-genocide policies

THE RECURRING theme of

the United States’ Democratic
convention was joy. Speakers
frequently tried to tap into
optimism and hope of what a
Kamala Harris presidency would
bring.

But it’s not working people
that will be feeling the joy—it’s
the capitalist class who will have
lapped up Harris’ politics of the
status quo.

Harris has done what she
can to underline that the
Democrats are a safe bet for the
ruling class after Joe Biden was
recently pushed out of from the
presidential campaign.

When Harris entered the stage
for her closing speech, chants of
“USA, USA” rang out among the
crowd. The stage was covered
with US flags as she promised a
government of family values and
law and order.

Harris is never seen without
an array of stars and stripes.

In contrast, Barack Obama
was criticised in 2008 for not
wearing a US tie-pin.

Her pitch was ruthlessly
centrist, with no mentions of
“Medicare for all”, open borders,
questions about the police and
across the board tax increases.

There were no policy

Kamala Harris

The Democrats
ignored Palestinian
protesters and
welcomed former

Republicans
|

announcements on living
wages, health care or student
debt relief. Instead, there were
commitments of tax cuts for the
better-off and a promise that
Harris will “ensure America
always has the strongest, most
lethal fighting force in the
world”.

The Democrats ignored
the Palestinian protesters
outside and welcomed former
Republicans on stage. The crowd
cheered a cop in uniform talking
about increasing police funding.

There weren’t even
murmurs of discontent from
the Democratic left, who have
completely fallen in line.

At one point, a speaker
attacked Donald Trump for being
a “communist”.

This is the debacle of the
Democratic convention. It’s a
spectacle where the Democrats
try and motivate their voter base
through empty words, posturing
and piecemeal promises.

Working class people deserve
better than the shallowness
of the Democrats. They
deserve a political party that
doesn’t compromise at every
opportunity with bosses and
the rich, but stands up for their
interests.
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Are there
‘too many’
tourists?

EUROPE HAS seen a surge
in anti-tourism protests
this year, with thousands
of people rallying to
express their frustration
over the consequences of
over-tourism.

In places such as the
Canary Islands, Mallorca,
Barcelona, Venice and
Sintra, concerns are
mounting about the impact
of tourism on local
communities.

I've just come back from
Sicily, Italy, and particularly
in Palermo, tourism is
suffocating the area.

Sicily also faces a severe
water crisis, with the island
at risk of desertification.

Over-tourism increases
pressure on Sicily’s already
scarce water resources,
with inevitable
consequences for the
environment.

Tourism industries have
exploited nature, culture,
and local working class
communities, reducing
them to mere products for
consumption.

The economic benefits of
tourism are concentrated in
the hands of a few while
the working class is left
with precarious and
low-wage jobs.

Over-tourism is not
merely a problem of “too
many tourists”.

It is a symptom of a
deeper systemic issue
rooted in capitalism.

Addressing it requires a
fundamental shift in how
we understand and
organise society. We have
to prioritise people and
the environment over
profits for multinationals
and the local ruling class.

Geraldine
East London

Combat far right lies with
more mass mobilisation

THE FAR right in Spain have shown
the same readiness to spread racist
lies as their counterparts in Britain.

On 18 August, an 11-year-old
child was murdered in Mocejon, a
small town south of Madrid.

As often happens, tragic events
like this provoke speculation. But
not only that, racists and fascists
try to take advantage of the
tragedy to spread their message of
hate against vulnerable groups.

Fascist agitators began from the
first minute to try to criminalise
young migrants, by falsely
accusing them of the murder.

They even attacked the family of
the deceased when they distanced
themselves from any racist
manipulation. As in Britain, social

media sites were flooded with hate
messages. But this is not a
problem of social media, and a
need for more regulation.

The use of events, real or
invented, by fascists to mobilise
people against migrants and black
people has always existed.

The answer isn’t stronger state
measures. These will always be
used against the left.

Recently, eight activists in
Barcelona—one of them a member
of the Marx21 revolutionary
socialist group—were accused of
“hate crime” for protesting against
the fascist Vox party.

The fascists haven’t managed to
provoke a violent reaction this
time. But this doesn’t mean that in

the Spanish state there is no
organised fascist threat.

Not long ago, some said that
“Spain is immune from the far
right”. Now there are fascists and
other far right racists in parliament.

Faced with the threat of the far
right, from their hoaxes to their
threats and attacks, the only
effective answer is the united
mobilisation of the entire left and
all people threatened by fascism.

A response like that given in
Britain earlier this month is what
inspires confidence. To vastly
outnumber and confront the
fascists is the way to force them
back into their sewers.

Dani Bravo
Member of Marx21, Barcelona

Let’s defy Labour raids Profit system denies us Alzheimer’s drug

THE NEED to have strong
anti-raids groups under
Labour was shown to me
last week as I saw the end
of a raid at a car wash in
Smethwick, west of
Birmingham.

Despite staff appearing
nonchalant, up to five
workers were carted off
for potential deportation
to Romania.

Their crime? Having
been born on another
part of the planet.

The Labour cabinet
want to continue to feed
the racism that saw
pogroms and riots on our
streets.

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS

Rather than turning DEMENTIA and Alzheimer’s
this into a discussion are big issues for an ageing
about a common population.

humanity, they want to
make it one of
xenophobic efficiency.

The Tory Rwanda
scheme may have been
defeated but Labour is
setting out its racist stall.

We must continue to
create and expand the
networks between Stand
Up to Racism, refugee
groups, anti-raid groups
and other activists to stop
deportations and
detentions.

Doug Morgan
Birmingham

So it was terrible to hear
that the first drug to slow
the progression of early
stage Alzheimer’s will not
be available on the NHS in
England.

That’s because health
assessment body Nice says
the benefits “are too small
to justify the costs”.

It’s a combination of
profit-seeking and cuts.

The drug Lecanemab has
been licensed for use in
Britain by the medicines
regulator, the MHRA,
which means it can be

prescribed privately. Trials
showed it slowed cognitive
decline by about a quarter
in patients in the early
stages of Alzheimer’s over
the course of 18 months.
About 70,000 adults in

England would be eligible
to receive lecanemab.

But Nice said there was a
significant cost to the
treatment.

Alzheimer’s Research UK
said it was “a bittersweet
moment”. “The approval of
lecanemab is a milestone
moment but the decision by
Nice not to approve it for
the NHS is deeply
disappointing,” said head of
policy David Thomas.

We need a
publicly-owned
pharmaceuticals industry
and a fully-funded NHS.

Janet Manning
West London

Justa
thought...

Celebrate this
BDS success

THE FRENCH insurance
giant AXA’s full
divestment from

Israeli banks and

arms company Elbit
systems is a victory for
pro-Palestine activists
to celebrate.

The campaign has
been ongoing since
December 2018 when
the firm first pledged to
divest from Elbit.

This example
demonstrates the
effectiveness of the
boycott movement and
the power of global
mass pressure.

We should use the
momentum to target
banks in Britain and
globally that continue to
fund Israeli apartheid.

Eva Shepherd
Cambridge

Britain worse
than Russia?

A DECADE ago
Russia jailed 30
Greenpeace activists
for direct action at
the Prirazlomnaya oil
drilling platform.

The sentences were
widely denounced
as a symptom of
Russia’s descent into
authoritarianism under
Vladimir Putin.

The 30 were released
after three months
imprisonment. In Britain
now environmentalists
jailed for direct action
won’'t be out after three
months.

We can't let this
authoritarianism
continue.

Sue Brackley
Manchester

Remembering
Joanna Rollo

| WAS deeply saddened
to learn of the death of
Joanna Rollo (Socialist
Worker, 14 August).

| worked closely with
Joanna when she was
international organiser
for the International
Socialists.

Her energy and
initiative were
phenomenal. The
translations of Tony
Cliff’s Portugal at the
Crossroads were typed
on an old-fashioned
manual typewriter.

It had to be adjusted
for the accents required
in different languages.

It was just one
example of her
ingenuity. Joanna
should be remembered
as an inspiration to new
generations of activists.

lan Birchall
North London
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LABOUR’S
HOUSING
PLAN WILL

NOT SOLVE

THE CRISIS

The Labour Party pledged 1.5 million new homes will

be built during Keir Starmer’s first term in government.

Isabel Ringrose looks at the reality behind Labour’s

plan and what is really needed to fix the housing crisis

ILLIONS OF people
face crippling rents
and are at the mercy
of private landlords.
Others live in damp,
mouldy homes or
languishing in temporary accom-
modation. They are all crying out for
solutions to Britain’s housing crisis.

But Labour’s new housing plans will
do little or nothing for them.

“Get Britain building again” is one of
Keir Starmer’s flagship policies. It prom-
ises 1.5 million new homes over the next
five years, and changes to planning reg-
ulations to make it happen.

The plans mean more power to housing
developers, increased costs for ordinary
people and a focus on meeting targets
rather than on people’s housing needs.

Building new homes may seem like
a solution. But this will only exacerbate
the existing crisis.

The construction of the houses will be
handed over to multi-billion pound cor-
porations whose only priority is to make
as much profit as possible. That always
means slashing the number of council or
affordable homes.

There is a severe lack of social
housing—including council homes and
affordable homes often run by housing
associations. But “affordable” can be just
20 percent less than the market rate.

Labour’s plans include restoring
mandatory housing targets. Under the
Tories, housing targets were advisory.

It also says it will deliver “the biggest
increase in social and affordable house
building in a generation” by prioritising
building social rented homes and review-
ing increased right to buy discounts.

An early insight shows how Labour

intends to fund its scheme.

Chancellor Rachel Reeves is introduc-
ing a ten-year formula to calculate social
rent on homes that will increase every
year by the CPI inflation rate, plus one
percent.

This removes an existing cap on
rises. So 3.8 million homes, previously
shielded from inflationary increases, will
no longer be protected.

Struggle

Housing campaign groups, including
Homes For All, said in a joint statement,
“Already almost 30 percent of social
tenants can’t afford bills or debt repay-
ments, and 63 percent struggle to meet
housings costs.

“The new government should be
investing in vital social housebuilding
not making social homes less affordable.”

It says Labour should tax the rich
instead, “including private developers

(Above) Keir Starmer
and Angela Rayner
are making promises
they can’t keep

(below) Thousands of
homeless childen can
only dream of house of

their own

and landlords with massive portfolios”.

Meanwhile in London the mayor’s
Affordable Homes Programme 2021-26
built just 71 new affordable homes
between April and June this year.

The scheme was supposed to begin
construction on 35,000 homes by March
2026. By September 2023 no work had
started on any.

So, how realistic are Labour’s plans?
Housing historian John Boughton told
Socialist Worker, “Details are thin, we
don’t have clear and exact policies. But
my concern is that any plans are pred-
icated on the existing public-private
partnership.

“There’s a tension in the Labour Party.
Deputy leader Angela Rayner talks about
providing social housing, but Reeves
says the state cannot build houses.

“I think Reeves will hold the cards, and
Labour will be over reliant on the private
sector. Social housing could become
more squeezed than it currently is.”

John said when it comes to
housebuilding, developers hold the
power.

“We currently rely on Section 106
of the Town and Country Planning Act
1990 to build. It lets private developers
squeeze money from local authorities for
housing and infrastructure.

“Corporations who have good lawyers
and accountants gain heavily from the
system. They pay and provide far less
than they initially promise.”

Housing and planning activist Paul

Burnham is also sceptical of Labour’s
plans. “It’s continuity from the previ-
ous government. The Tories promised
300,000 homes a year that they never
achieved. Labour says 1.5 million over
five years. This type of target has been
road-tested with predictable results.

“The 1.5 million homes will be
delivered without additional money in
the affordable homes programme. The
logic of a target means relying on house
building, creating a disproportionate
number of unaffordable homes.

“It’s counterproductive. These homes
are not aimed at people on waiting lists.”

Sceptical

John said it’s right to be “sceptical”
of Labour’s plans. “We have a very
centralised system of government finance.

“Devolved powers allow councils to
have their own local source of income.
But councils have been incredibly
constrained.

“Central government has cut through
local government budgets with impunity.
It’s reached a point of being unsustain-
able and statutory needs cannot be met.

“Local councils can be empowered
through state support. Central govern-
ment targets are important for councils
to be ambitious, but they’re hamstrung
when trying to be so.”

Labour also talks about building
“quality” homes.

“We’ll see too many homes on sites,
which is already a problem,” Paul said.
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“Starmer is putting forward the idea that
planning reform will grow the economy.

“This is neoliberalism to the next
level. It doesn’t account for when the
market goes wrong.

“Starmer met with developers to ask
whether they wanted more money. But
what they want is change to the plan-
ning system to make it easier to do what
they like.

“Developers don’t want to build
affordable homes. In London 65 percent
of new homes were supposed to be
affordable over the last five years but
only around 20 percent are.

“Labour needs to draw up local

A woman prepares to move out of one-room, temporary accommodation

How the state
subsidises the

private sector

PUBLIC SPENDING on council
homes has to be the way forward.

“We're told that’s not realistic,”
John said. “But we need direct public
investment and treasury support to
allow local authorities to build.

“Margaret Thatcher thought the
consumer market would be more
effective than state planning and
provision.

“The irony is in the 1970s the
state spent money on bricks and
mortar. Since the 1980s its been
paying for housing allowances and
subsiding consumer demand.

“Some £12 billion of central
government money goes directly to
private landlords per year through
housing benefits and allowances,
especially because rents are higher.”

Paul said that housing has to be
based around need. “People can’t
afford to buy or rent. We need to
build council or actually affordable
sub-market rents that the public
has invested in.

“That’s been completely lost. And
we need to abolish the right to buy.

“There’s a consultation about the
planning reforms that tenant-led
bodies are putting responses to until
the end of September. We need to
get more trade unions to put forward
objections.

“We can’t just have an excessive
reliance on new builds. The
government could give councils
money, subsidising them when
properties are available on the
market.

“It means councils could buy
back homes. Starmer has really
been listening to developers too
much, and we need to make him
listen to ordinary people.”

A week after the general election

20 Labour councils said they
needed more investment in council
housing.

“That’s good. But rents don’t
need to be higher—council rents
are already too high. Quality
and affordable housing makes a
difference to people’s lives,” Paul
added.

“And new council homes pay for
themselves. It reduces housing
benefits bills and means private
rents go down. Plus, it reduces
other costs like social exclusion and
poverty.

“More trade unions need to sign
up to Homes For All's five-point plan.

“This calls for government
investment in mass council house
building, rent controls in the private
rented sector, funding to repair
council housing stock, adequate
funding for fire safety and planning
for people—not profit.”

Labour is now the
party of landlords in
parliament

THREE OF the top five landlords in
parliament are now Labour MPs.

The biggest landlord—measured
by number of properties—in the
Commons is MP Jas Athwal, who owns
18 rental properties.

Athwal rents out 15 residential
properties and three commercial
properties, all co-owned with a
family member. His collection of
rental properties eclipses that of
shadow chancellor Jeremy Hunt, a
multi-millionaire entrepreneur who
owns nine rental properties.

MPs must declare if they have a rental
property that generates more than
£10,000 a year in annual income. There
are 85 MPs who declare themselves
landlords under this definition.

Labour has 44 such landlords, the
Tories 28 and the Lib Dems eight.

Right to buy killed council houses

PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT and right
to buy schemes have slashed council
housing stock.

“From the 1890s to 1970s we
had a pretty simple model. To fund
council housing would mean taking
a loan from the Public Works Loan
Board,” John explained.

“It’d give favourable rates to local
authorities to repay over 30 years
and that would be paid primarily
from rental income.”

Around 126,000 council homes
were built per year on average from
1945 to 1979. Now it’s around 6,000.

“Margaret Thatcher was hostile to
council housing and took the view
that the free market would deliver
housing for all. And, more on the part
of Labour, there was resistance to

high public spending and a notion
that private development was the
vanguard to finance social housing.
“But developers provide small
amounts of social housing. There’s
now 1.4 million less socially rented
homes than in the 1980s.
“The reduction in council
housing stock with Thatcher’s
right to buy also had

plans based on need and use that enormous significance.”
to solve the problem.” Tory Margaret Thacher sold off council housing This has created the

Council flats for sale

housing crisis we now see. Council
housing has stopped being seen as a
public service that meets the needs
of people.

“In 1977 we saw measures that
meant people with priority need
should have statutory access to
social rent housing,” John explained.

“That became incredibly
problematic with the reduction
of housing stock in the 1980s and
beyond.

Bankrupt

“In London 62,000 households

are in temporary accommodation,
housed by local authorities in places
like B&Bs. This is around 113,000
nationwide. That’s expensive.

Local authorities are bankrupt but
spend £1.7 billion on temporary
accommodation.”

Paul says that Labour “needs to
take over from the developers, build
and invest”.

Relying on the markets means
there’s been a severe crisis in
housebuilding, resulting in a
considerable downturn in council
housing. Costs have gone up and
hopes come down again.”

While councils overspend,
developers rake it in. “That’s the
essence of the housing crisis. The
reduction in social rent housing has
seen a rise in the cost of the private
rental sector and insecurity,” John
said.

And Paul slammed Labour’s plans
to reform planning regulation as
“harmful and weak”.

“It’s not clear how it’s all going to
work. Developers often claim their
schemes are ‘sustainable’.

“Myself and others have started
reading up on developments. We put
forward arguments that mean they
have to be pushed back or amended
because they’re not good enough
or don’t include enough council or
affordable housing.

“It’s a continuous battle. Starmer’s
plans are an economically charged
pipe dream.”
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WHAT’S ON §
w Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE Socialist
STAND FOR Workers Party
e e meetings
ou are weicome 10
LN&EEER‘(%QLWORK'NG join our meetings to

take part in political
discussion and to
find out about our
local campaigning
activities.

Meetings are open to
non-members of the
SWP.

Some meetings are
hybrid—on Zoom as
well as in person.

If your local meeting

Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and democratically plans how they
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.

Ending environmental crisis BRISTOL

CREWE & STOKE ONTRENT EXETER & DEVON LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS

; : Thu'5 Sep, 7pm Wed 4 Sep, 7.30pm Thu'5 Sep, 7pm WAL is a hybrid one, the
RS GBI E &) My Seleidy: Palestine Museum 838-816-0773 865-2972-2883 St Pauls Church, meeting ID will be on
27 Broad St BS1 2HG Drop City books, St Stephen’s Rd ;
THERE IS NO 4 this page.
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 2 Broad Street, Hanley ST1 4HL LANCASTER & MORECAMBE E35JL

CARDIFF
Wed 4 Sep,7.30pm
512-655-3689

Thu5 Sep,7.30pm
992-204-9372
Friends Meeting House

The password for

The structures of the present .
all meetings (unless

parliament, army, police and OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY

Wed 4 Sep, 7pm

DERBY
Wed 4 Sep, 7pm

el el e YMCA Plas, 354-874-4790 Meeting House Lane 861-2001-6477 indicated otherwise)
They grew up under capitalisrﬁ 2 Shakespeare St, West End Community Centre, Lancaster Michael Young Building, is 967537.
and are designed to protect the CF243ES Mackworth Road, DE22 1BL LA11TX Manzil Way, 0X4 1YH At our meetings

ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a

you can buy our
publications and

COVENTRY
Wed 4 Sep,7.30pm

EDINBURGH
Wed 4 Sep, 7pm

LIVERPOOL
Wed 4 Sep, 7pm

SHEFFIELD & SYORKS
Thu5 Sep, 7pm

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.

We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence. We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.

We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or
go to www.swp.org.uk or
phone 020 7840 5602

win real change?

Thu 5 Sep,

6pm

Quaker Meeting House,
98 Crown Street
AB116HJ

BIRMINGHAM

Open the borders—why all
immigration controls are
racist

Wed 4 Sep,

7pm

281-634-5938
Warehouse Cafe,

54 Allison Street

B55TH

(near Moor St station)
BLACK COUNTRY &
WOLVERHAMPTON

A Marxist history of the
Labour Party

Wed 4 Sep,

7.30pm

914-9548-131

St Peters Café,

Exchange St,
Wolverhampton
WV11TS
BOURNEMOUTH
CanaLahbour government
stop fascism?

Thu 5 Sep,

7.30pm

462-087-4995
Brewhouse and Kitchen
152-154 Commercial Rd
BH25LU

turmoil in US politics
Thu 5 Sep, 7pm
885-9187-7552

Cafe Liza, Ground Floor,
Grove Business Centre,
Great Horton Road, BD7 1AH
CAMBRIDGE

From Cable Street to the
Anti Nazi League —aradical
history of anti-fascism
Thu 5 Sept,

7pm

681-800-4408

Friends Meeting House

12 Jesus Ln,CB5 8BA
CHESTERFIELD

The farright and politics
in Britain today

Thu 5 Sep, 7pm
828-532-8731

Room 2,

Chesterfield Library,

New Beetwell St,
S401QN

(Cafe Browser entrance )
DUNDEE

Does the British
working class benefit
from exploitationin

the Global South?

Wed 4 Sep,

7pm

894-2628-7708

Dundee Volunteer and
Voluntary Action,

10 Constitution Rd,
DD11LL

and anti-fascism—how
can we turn the tide?
Thu 5 Sept, 7pm
Working Men’s Club,
102 Firle Road,BN22 8ET
GLASGOW

Coal mines to call
centres—has the working
class lost its power?
Thu 5 Sep, 7pm
Townhead Village Hall,
60 St Mungo Ave,

G4 0PL

HASTINGS

Trans+ rights,gender
and the culture wars
Wed 4 Sep, 7pm

The White Rock Hotel,
1-10 White Rock,
TN341JU
HUDDERSFIELD

Will the unions lead a
fight against Labour?
Wed 4 Sep,

6.30pm

The Mission,

Lord St,

HD11QA

KENT

Trump,Farage and the
fight against the far right
Thu 5 Sep, 7.30pm
434-623-8064

Sunlight Centre,
Richmond Rd,
Gillingham,

ME7 1LX

&5

The Great Revolutions
by Duncan Hallas,

orrevolution?

Thu5 Sep,

7pm

The Swarthmore Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS31AD
LONDON:HACKNEY

China and the new Cold War
Thu 5 Sep,

7.30pm

Halkevi Centre,

31 Dalston Lane, E8 3DF
LONDON:HARINGEY

Race, class and capitalism
Wed 4 Sep,7.30pm
459-388-1576

St John Vianney Church hall,
386 West Green Rd, N15 3QL
LONDON:ISLINGTON

Will Labour’s plan for
economic growth work?
Thu 5 Sep,

7pm

874-012-7970

Old Fire Station,

84 Mayton Street,

N7 6QT

LONDON:NEWHAM
Palestine—is one

state possible?

Wed 4 Sep,

7pm

288-098-8827

Newham Business Centre,
Durning Hall,

168 Earlham Grove,
E79AB

the fight for abortion rights
Wed 4 Sep,

7pm

859-6433-5114

Pass: 820061

Vida Walsh Centre,

2b Saltoun Rd,

SW21EP

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Police courts and
the‘rule of law’

Thu 5 Sep,

7pm

529-913-6390
Moonshot Centre,

Angus St,

SE146LU

LONDON: WALTHAM
FOREST

Palestinian liberation and
revolution in the Middle East
Wed 4 Sep,

7.30pm

543-23-057

William Morris Centre
Greenleaf Road

E176QQ
LONDON:WESTAND NW
Open the horders—
why all immigration
controls are racist

Wed 4 Sep,

7.30pm

835-5254-5560

Bay 20 Community Centre
71 St Marks Rd,
W106JG

The Great Strike—the

miners’ strike 0f1984-5

by Alex Callinicos and
Mike Simons, £12

workers’ state based upon 823-945-1917 Leith Community Centre, 493-925-5919 St Mary’s Church, browse a selection of
councils of workers’ delegates and Friends Meeting House, 12A Newkirkgate, DEEN N EUETS Bramall Lane, books
aworkers’ militia. Hill Street,CV1 4AN Leith, EH6 6AD 79 Renshaw St, L1 2SJ S24QZ ’
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present ABERDEEN BRADFORD EASTBOURNE LEEDS LONDON:SOUTH MANCHESTER
system. How can Bangladesh Harris, Trump and the Farage, the far right, Russial917 —coup No return to the backstreets:  Socialist strategy in a world

in crisis

Wed 4 Sep,

7pm

Friends Meeting House

6 Mount St,

M25NS

NORWICH & EAST ANGLIA
A Marxist analysis

of Islamism

Wed 4 Sep,

7.30pm

906-652-5299

Wensum Sports Centre,
169aKing St,

NR11QH

PORTSMOUTH
Capitalismand
neurodiversitry

Wed 4 Sep,

7.30pm

488-934-2809
Somerstown Community,
Centre, River St,

Southsea, PO5 4EY
SWANSEAANDWEST WALES
Are we too‘woke’?
Trans+ rights,gender
and the culture wars
Thu5 Sep,

7.30pm

902-964-963

The Environment Centre
Pier St, Swansea SA1 1RY
WIGAN

Why the police are not our
friends —what do socialists
say about the state?
Thu5 Sep,

7pm

The Book Cycle Beech Hill,
Buckley Street,

WN67PQ

If there is no meeting
inyour area listed
here,please ring the
National Office on
020 78405600 to find
out what’s happening
near you and for news
of future meetings
and local activities.
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THE FILM Kneecap stars the band members as themselves

1SN C
the 1o

b‘ DAIRE CUMISKEY

KNEECAP IS set to be the
most watched Irish lan-
guage film ever.

It features the bilingual
hip-hop group Kneecap who
rap in English and Irish.

The three members
are Liam Og O Hannaidh,
Naoise O Cairealldin and JJ
O Dochartaigh.

The film stars the band
members as themselves.

Throughout the film a fic-
titious vigilante group called
Radical Republicans Against
Drugs are critiqued and
ridiculed.

It’s a reference to actual

|

-’

groups such as Republican
Action Against Drugs.

The band and the film
often celebrate defiance of
authority and an understand-
ing of drug use.

“The subject matter that
we have would have got us
shot,” said O Caireallain.

“Young people take drugs,
that’s the reality of it.”

The band is also politically
sharp on issues from mental
health to opposing the far
right.

At several of the Kneecap
premieres its members rode
in waving smoke canisters
from the roof of a vehi-
cle mocked up as a Police

Service of Northern Ireland
(PSNI) armoured riot van.

It also commissioned a
mural of a burning police
vehicle that the PSNI, the
bigots of the Democratic
Unionist Party and the Tories
all found very offensive.

Each condemnation brings
the group more notoriety and
fans.

The three members of
Kneecap are passionate
gaeilgeoirs—Irish speakers.

They raise the voices of
young Irish speakers espe-
cially across the six counties
of Northern Ireland.

O Dochartaigh was a
music teacher in an Irish

ture—but It's not
rist board version

language school before join-
ing the group. He was sacked
after being pictured with
“Brits Out” written across
his arse while performing at
Belfast’s Empire bar the night
after prince William and Kate
had visited.

The storyline follows the
ongoing fight for Irish lan-
guage rights and crucially
the funding for the language
to be taught in schools.

There is a clip that shows
a demonstration from
May 2022 when 17,000
gaeilgeoirs travelled to
march in Belfast demanding
Irish language rights.
Kneecap is in cinemas now

A 14th century ltalian romp that has class echoes today

THE Decameronis a
fun, medieval romp
that feels different
from anything

else on television

at the moment.

It's setin Italy in
1343 and loosely
based on the 14th
century ltalian short-
story collection by
Giovanni Boccaccio.

It follows a group
of nobles fleeing
the city of Florence
for the countryside

to escape the
black plague.

They are
everything you'd
expect from a group
of spoiled nobles—
selfish, conniving
and ridiculous.

Most of the group
resolve that if the
end of the world is
coming, they should
enjoy themselves.

They throw off
rigid expectations
when it comes to

sexual relations,
leading to tensions
between the group
and laughs for

the audience.

While the nobles
cavort, their servants
are left to literally
and figuratively
clear up their mess.

And it's their lives
and the steadily
simmering class
tension in the villa
that makes for the
most interesting

parts of the series.
As the plague

sweeps through Italy,

the servants quickly
realise there's no
reason to maintain
social hierarchies.
They become less
subservient and
less willing to do the
nobles’ bidding.
Of course, the rich
don't take this well.
The Decameron
might not be
for everyone.

Some might
find an issue
with how the
characters speak in
a modern dialect.

But overall the
series has enough to
keep you hooked.

It has a brilliant
cast of comedy
actors, including
Saoirse-Monica
Jackson from
Derry Girls.

Sophie Squire

Out now on Netflix

WHAT SOCIALISTS SAY

Why we need the rank
and file in the unions

TRADE UNIONS are an essential tool of workers’ struggle
under capitalism. They can organise the collective
withdrawal of work, potentially bringing a firm, a sector
or even the whole economy to a grinding halt.

The main divide in every workplace is between workers
and bosses. As workers realise they need to organise to
win better wages and stop the boss pushing them around,
they set up trade unions. Everyone should be an active
union member.

But there’s also a crucial division within unions
between the ordinary union members and the full time
officials, the bureaucracy.

The bureaucracy forms a separate social layer to the
rest of the workers because it exists to balance between
workers and bosses. It seeks to do deals within capitalism
rather than confronting the system.

Full-time union officials don’t face the same
management pressure on their lives, or the threat of
employers’ job cuts and wage curbs. They are usually paid
far more than the workers they represent.

Without workers’ organisation and at least occasional
militancy, the officials would have no leverage when they
talk to bosses. When there’s pressure from below, from the
workers at the base, officials can be pushed to call strikes.

But all the bureaucracy’s tendencies are compromising
and conservative.

It is ready to hold back the most active elements and
limit strikes so they do not “get out of control”. The union
leaders fear to confront, for example, the anti-union laws
in case the union faces fines and disruption.

This feature of unions has repeatedly led the most
determined workers to organise networks inside the
unions independent of the bureaucracy.

They can demand more democracy, put the heat on the
officials and at best organise “unofficial” action even when
the union machine doesn’t want to.

War

A powerful example came during the First World War. In
1915 bosses at the Glasgow armament factories tried to
destroy the engineers’ hard-won working practices and
conditions.

The ASE union leaders sided with the wartime coalition
government—which included a Labour minister. So the
engineers organised their own structures and 10,000
workers walked out on unofficial strike.

Their Clyde Workers’ Committee laid down principles
that echo today. “We will support the officials just so
long as they rightly represent the workers, but we will act
immediately when they misrepresent them.”

This was the first rank and file movement in Britain,
and the example spread. In 1917, the Sheffield Workers’
Committee led an unofficial strike of 200,000.

Rank and file structures have appeared almost always
when there is a sustained period of militant struggle. In
the 1960s nearly all strikes were unofficial.

The victorious miners’ strike of 1972 was driven by
rank and file organisation and innovations such as “flying
pickets” that went from workplace to workplace to shut
them down.

In contrast, the year-long 1984-5 miners’ strike saw
much less of a challenge to the bureaucracy, partly because
the union was led by the left winger Arthur Scargill.

Building the rank and file today means agitating for
action, pushing beyond the compromises of the union
leaders and building solidarity with other struggles.

When there are strikes, workers must press for escalation
but also deepen the structures of workers’ control of the
strike and widen participation through strike committees.

Rank and file action also involves consistently
raising what are sometimes seen as “outside” issues.
These include anti-racism, combating women’s and
LGBT+ oppression, Palestine, climate change and anti-
imperialism.

We need workplace militancy and political organisation
to cement workers’ unity and combat oppression.

This is the 27th part of a series that discusses What We Stand

For, the Socialist Workers Party statement of principles
(see page 12). For the full series go to tinyurl.com/WWSF2024
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HISTORY & THEORY

TIS possible to fight
women’s oppres-
sion—and collective
action in our work-
places is a key way
to do that.

Inspiring actions by doc-
tors in India have underlined
this in practice.

They struck and protested
after the recent rape and
murder of a colleague in a
Kolkata hospital.

It unleashed a wave of
resistance across the health
sector in India.

It’s important that the
Indian doctors win over their
specific demands. But the
strikes also represent a chal-
lenge to a society that tells
women they are to blame for
sexual violence.

Today in India they are
building the class solidarity,
confidence and organisation
necessary for a broader fight
against the system as a whole.

In throwing themselves
into the nature of collective
action required to successfully
organise strikes, occupations,
or protests, workers are pulled
towards class unity.

As a result, striking together
plays an important role in
breaking down the sexism,
racism or homophobia that is
pushed under capitalism.

For example, India’s ruler
Narendra Modi has put Hindu
supremacy and the scapegoating
of Muslims at the centre of his
vicious government.

But both Hindus and Muslims
work at and are treated by the
same public hospitals in India.
For the doctors’ action to be
effective, all these workers are
forced to put Modi’s toxic ideas
aside and unite.

In India, the strikes were led
by women, but overwhelmingly
male workplaces enthusiastically
took up the torch of women’s
liberation.

Oppressive behaviour and
ideas aren’t just hurtful to indi-
viduals, they corrode the solidar-
ity needed to win.

Sexism is a ruling class ide-
ology and enters deep inside
all classes. Yet such ideas don’t
have a hold over all people all
the time.

Strikes create a chance to
combat oppression, but it’s pos-
sible to have sexist ideas while
also fighting alongside women.

Backward views don’t auto-
matically weaken when workers
come together.

But during the course of strug-
gle, people’s vision of the world
can shift drastically—so long as
the issues of oppression are con-
sciously fought against.

HIS IS part of

a process of

what Italian

Marxist Antonio

Gramsci dubbed

“contradictory

consciousness’. He theorised

that workers held oppressive

ideas “inherited from the past
and uncritically absorbed”.

Simultaneously, the same

worker held progressive ideas

that are “implicit in their activity

DOCTORS IN India have struck against attac

ks on women

struck for equal pay. Their vic-
tory had a massive effect inside
the working class.

In 1990 some 700 postal
workers in Oxford—most of
them men—walked out for six
days because a supervisor sexu-
ally assaulted a cleaner.

Workers left 200,000
addresses without post, 1,200
post boxes sealed and around
seven million items held up.

They received huge solidarity
and only voted to go back into
work once the supervisor had
been demoted and redeployed
to a different depot.

Post worker Ann told Socialist
Worker at the time, “I felt proud
that our union was fighting, that
women were taken seriously.

“It really brought us together
and got rid of many of the silly
remarks about being a woman
you get at work.

“The real gain is that issues
which never used to be talked
about have come into the open.
Not in a way that divides up
the men and the women, but
in a way that helps us all to
fight for better conditions and
to improve the life of ordinary
people.”

AKING action
together forces
workers to con-

STRIKING BACK

FOR WOMEN

AND LIBERATION

The Indian workers’ strike against sexism in the workplace
has been an inspiration. Sarah Bates explains why such
action is important, and how it can impact on wider society

Strike at McDonald’s

and which in reality unites them
with all their fellow workers in
the practical transformation of
the real world”.

Workers struggling together
can have a huge impact on soci-
ety. And social uprisings can also
shift workers’ attitudes and push
them to fight for more.

The mass outrage after the
rape and murder of Sarah
Everard in 2021 didn’t lead to
action in the workplaces.

But it raised questions and
demands from ordinary people.

Taking action
togetheris a
chance to
confront
oppression

This can spur on the class fight
against oppression, both in and
outside the workplace.

Examples from British work-
ing class history show how it is
possible for workers to fight—
and win—over questions of
women’s oppression.

While many of these examples
are on a smaller scale than India,
they show how workers can fight
sexism in the workplace.

In 1968 some 850 women
machinists at the Ford factory
in Dagenham, east London,

front oppressive
ideas or behav-
iour that exist
within their ranks and wider
society. The workplace
isn’t isolated from the real
world—it’s an essential part
of it.

Striking together over one
element of oppression—sexual
assault— can forces workers to
confront the broader reality of
sexism.

In 2022, around 100 bin work-
ers in Welwyn Hatfield District
Council struck against a sexist,
racist and bullying manager.

One worker told Socialist
Worker, “This manager says
sexist things to the women work-
ing in the office.

“He’s made comments about
their weight and complained
that ‘better-looking girls’ are
needed.

“He’s made racist comments
to black workers. He punches
walls and constantly shouts and
swears at us.”

That manager got booted out
after just a single day of strikes.
And in south London, Woolwich
Ferry workers walked out over
management bullying and
sexual harassment in 2017.

One worker said she had
received unwanted sexual atten-
tion from a manager over an
extended period.

“I didn’t think I could get
through this, but my work-
mates, friends and family are
angry and have given me sup-
port,” she said.

“I almost applied for another
job, but I thought, ‘Why should I
be pushed out?”

These examples show that
it is genuinely possible to chal-
lenge creepy managers and sex-
ually violent bosses. This gives
women the confidence to assert
that they do not have to work in
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dangerous workplaces—or even
live in a sexist world.

McDonald’s in the United
States is another recent example.

In a three year period from
2018, workers staged five strikes
over sexual harassment.

Workers walked out in five
cities in 2021 because a man-
ager followed a 14-year-old into
a work toilet and raped her.

“I'm on strike today because
we need McDonald’s to real-
ise that we’re not going to stop.
What needs to stop is sexual har-
assment,” said Adriana Alvarez
in Chicago.

“It’s unfair to these workers,
making close to poverty wages,
and then on top of that to have
to worry about being sexually
harassed on the job.”

Those who have been striking
in India know that mass action
can win results.

The country is no stranger
to mass uprisings over sexual
violence.

In 2012 huge protests
exploded across India after a
young woman was raped by six
men on a bus. They threw the
23-year-old onto the roadside to
die, which she tragically did two
weeks later.

Mass action in response forced
both local and national govern-
ment into important changes in
the law.

Any collective expression
against sexism needs to be
encouraged and supported. The
bosses, the state and the system
won’t protect women. And they
don’t care about the lives of
working class people.

VERY EXAMPLE of

resistance, both

in the workplaces

and on the streets,

collectivises the

experience of
fighting sexism.

Taking the question to trade
union meetings, picket lines and
the megaphone pulls oppression
out from individualised experi-
ences of shame and trauma.

The actions of women organ-
ising themselves—whether as
workers or not—have been cru-
cial in the fight against sexism

But strikes and workplace
occupations can be more impact-
ful than petitions and street
protests.

Firstly, they are hugely dis-
ruptive to the capitalist system in
a way that other forms of action
aren’t.

And each strike—especially
ones that take on political ques-
tions—builds a group of people
capable of taking on not just the

Thousands
protested after
Sarah Everard’s
murder in London
in 2021 (top)
Resistance in
India in 2012
(above)

bosses but the entire system and
its horrors.

Today in Britain there is a
huge potential to fight back
together against sexual vio-
lence, abuse and harassment in
the workplace.

Women are not an incidental
element to the working class.

Struggles against sexism
shouldn’t come second to issues
of pay or conditions, or be seen
as separate from class fights.

There are 16 million women
workers in Britain. And for the
last 22 years women workers
have been more likely to be a
member of a trade union than
their male counterparts.

The demand that no one
should work in a dangerous
workplace needs to be pushed
out into every factory, office and
call centre.

Indian doctors have shown us
how to fight—it is the respon-
sibility of workers in Britain to
organise to be able to follow
their example.

READ MORE

Smashing the Sexist
System
A Socialist Worker
pamphlet
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The Mass Strike
by Rosa Luxemburg
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tinyurl.com/LuxMass

Buy your books at
Bookmarks, the socialist
bookshop.

Phone 020 7637 1848 or
goto
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk
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FOCUS ON
FASCISM

How did we beat the
National Front?

We can learn from
1970s struggles, says
Arthur Townend

BRITAIN’S STREETS often
rumbled with the sound of
marching boots in the 1970s.

The Nazi National Front
(NF) ran a “campaign of
terror”—its skinhead troops
rampaging through black
and Asian areas attacking
all who stood in their way.

And the party was
having success in elections
too, winning well over
100,000 votes in a Greater
London election in 1977.

But within a few years
the NF was smashed—its
hardcore demoralised and
split among themselves,
its hangers-on fading
to the background.

It was an expansive mass
movement that brought
together young punks,
militant workers and activists
from the revolutionary
left that broke them.

The new movement
confronted the Nazis in the
streets and took on their
arguments about immigration.

Politicians and the state
had created a climate
that boosted the NF.

In 1968, Tory MP Enoch
Powell made his infamous
“Rivers of Blood” speech in
which he predicted that black
people would soon “have the
whip hand” over whites.

By 1976, then Labour
chief whip Bob Mellish joined
in. He called for an end to
immigration with the rallying
cry of “enough is enough”.

Every concession from
the top drove on the NF’s
campaign of terror. But
anti-racists were determined
to challenge them.

Community
The first significant clash
came in April 1977 in Wood
Green, north London.
Spontaneous community
defence by Asian and black
communities combined
with left forces to smash
the Nazis off the streets.
The NF then planned to
march in Lewisham, south
London, on 13 August 1977.
Thousands of local young
black people mixed with
anti-racists from across London
and beyond in a determined

NATIONAL FRONT fascists tried to march in Lewisham, 1977

fight to stop the fascists.

But not everyone on
the left was on board.

The then influential
Communist Party called
the Socialist Workers Party
(SWP) “adventurists” for
organising to confront the
NF. The governing Labour
Party went further, calling
the SWP “red fascists”.

Yet the ensuing Battle
of Lewisham would mark
a turning point for the
anti-fascist movement.

Anti-Nazis occupied the NF’s
assembly point. And when
the fascists turned up, violent
confrontation broke out.

The police tried and failed
to protect the NF’s right to
march and used riot shields
for the first time in Britain.

SWP organiser Paul
Holborow recalled, “The clash
at Lewisham was absolutely
decisive in shifting the
atmosphere on our side.”

The party responded to the
changed mood by initiating
the Anti Nazi League (ANL).
It aimed to combine mass
propaganda against the NF
with a strategy of physically
confronting fascist marches.

The ANL pushed campaigns
of education, persistently
leafleting factories, offices and
working class housing estates.

In town after
town, the Nazis
met mass

resistance
I

And it helped found the
Rock Against Racism (RAR)
campaign which expanded
the anti-fascist movement
into popular culture.

Sticker

In April 1978, some 60,000
Yorkshire miners wore

the yellow ANL sticker

on their helmets.

The same month, the first
ANL/RAR Carnival in London
amassed nearly 80,000
anti-fascists. Thousands of
young people adopted the
group’s slogans, “Nazis are
no fun” and “The National
Front is a Nazi front”.

The strategy of confronting
the Nazis directly was by
NOW a commonsense on
the left—its effectiveness
proven in practice.

In town after town where
the Nazis attempted to
march, they met resistance.

Two clashes took
place in April 1979, one
in Leicester and another
in Southall, London.

In Southall, police were
determined to defend
the Nazi’s “right” to an
election meeting.

Cops set out to smash
anti-fascists and the
overwhelmingly Asian local
community. In the process
they attacked and killed
SWP member Blair Peach.

But the fascists, now
deprived of their marches
and ability to organise
openly, went into decline.

In the May 1979 general
election, the NF failed to
generate any significant
electoral support.

The ANL'’s strategy of
creating a mass movement
against fascism had worked.

28 August 2024




Socialist Worker 28 August 2024

NEWS

Vaccine hoarding accelerates mpox spread

VACCINE hoarding threat-
ens to accelerate the
spread of the new mpox
strain.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
declared a public health emer-
gency to spur donor agencies
and countries into action.

But the world’s richest
countries are stockpiling vac-
cines and doing nothing to
curb the spread of mpox.

Mpox is an infectious
zoonotic disease—those that
can spread between animals
and humans.

These diseases are becom-
ing increasingly common
as more hazardous farming
practices are used.

As poorer countries are met
with famine and the devastat-
ing effects of climate change,
they are forced to move into
closer contact with animals.

This increases the likeli-
hood of contracting zoonotic
diseases.

The Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) in central
Africa is where the latest
outbreak is thought to have
spread from. On Tuesday last
week, state officials reported
more than 1,000 new cases
over the previous week. The

THE MUJA refugee camp amid the mpox outbreak in the Democratic Republic of

Congo in Africa

Africa Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention says
the reported cases are most
likely just the “tip of the
iceberg”.

With viruses like mpox,
vaccinations are vital at curb-
ing their spread. But the DRC
is unlikely to get the imme-
diate vaccines it desperately
needs. DRC health minister

Samuel-Roger Kamba has
said that the country alone
needs 3.5 million doses and
Africa would need around
10 million.

The European Commission
has bought around 175,000
doses from its stockpile to
send to Africa. Danish man-
ufacturer Bavarian Nordic
has donated another 40,000

doses. Bavarian Nordic stands
to gain from the pandemic,
making billions from pat-
ented vaccines.

The company says that by
the end of this year it could
manufacture another two mil-
lion doses—and another eight
million doses next year if pur-
chase orders are made.

But there is no commitment

to make these doses afforda-
ble to African countries
Japan has pledged the larg-
est donation of three million
vaccines, revealing its abun-
dant stock. And the United
States has pledged a piti-
ful 50,000 doses. Britain is
shamefully yet to pledge any.

Doses

Shockingly, there is evidence
that Europe is still sitting on
doses. Data collated shows
there are around three mil-
lion doses with Spain, the
Netherlands and Germany.
It’s unknown if they have
individually committed to
Africa.

The world’s richest coun-
tries will have to be forced
to provide vaccines to the
global south as a priority. It
was the same response during
the Covid pandemic, when
countries had to be forced to
donate vaccines.

Hoarding made it impos-
sible for the world’s poorest
countries to vaccinate their
populations with any speed.
And vaccine hoarding is what
makes vaccine donations
necessary.

In 2022, a different type
of mpox broke out in Europe

and the US. It caused 208
deaths and affected nearly
100,000 people.

While cases have since
dropped across the world, the
virus has persisted in parts of
Africa where vaccines are not
available.

In the last outbreak, sex
workers, gay and bisexual
men made up the majority of
mpox cases. The groups were
vulnerable to violent scape-
goating, but offering them
prioritised treatment can sig-
nificantly curb the spread.

Mpox also has higher fatal-
ity rates in children. Children
under 15 represent the major-
ity of the 14,000 cases and
524 deaths that have been
reported from mpox in Africa
this year. Experts say this
may reflect differences in
their immune system—and
the high rates of malnourish-
ment in Africa leave children
more vulnerable.

Greg Ramm, Save the
Children’s DRC director, said
the organisation was par-
ticularly worried about the
spread of mpox in crowded
refugee camps. He noted
that there were 345,000 chil-
dren “crammed into tents in
unsanitary conditions”.
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Scotland’s drugs death crisis
is a public health emergency

b‘ YURIPRASAD

r PEOPLE IN Scotland are
Vad dying from drug use at a rate
higher than in any other European
country.

National Records for Scotland last
week showed that 1,172 people died
as a result of drug use in 2023—an
increase of 12 percent over the pre-
vious year.

And opioid drugs, such as heroin,
morphine and methadone, are impli-
cated in around 80 percent of the
deaths.

Opioids relax muscles and the
brain, including the parts that con-
trol breathing, meaning that many
drug-related deaths happen because
of respiratory failure.

Poverty plays an important
part in this story, with the poorest
areas of Glasgow, Inverclyde and
Dundee being among the worst
affected.

Poor people with bad physical and
mental health are far more likely
than those who are healthy to turn
to drugs to ease their pain.

They are also more likely to die
from an overdose.

But poverty alone doesn’t explain
what is happening.

The numbers of drug-related
deaths in the poorest areas of England
and Wales don’t come close to those
of Scotland—even though poverty
levels are similar.

Trapped
Instead, Scotland appears to
be trapped in a public health
emergency.

Trauma is a well-known factor
in problematic drug use. And there
are now generations of drug users
that experienced childhood trauma
because their parents were addicts.

Many of them lost family to

OPIOD DRUGS, such as heroin, are behind around 80 percent of Scottish drug-related deaths

overdoses or drug-associated diseases
and are now themselves vulnerable to
the same tragedies.

There are ways to break out of the
crisis, but they depend on a massive
increase in funding into holistic ser-
vices for drug users.

And they require a break with the
moralism behind state drugs policy.

Despite the Scottish government
having formally signed-up to the full
range of treatments demanded by
experts and users, what services exist
are often overwhelmed.

Clinics that help people break
from opioid dependency by offer-
ing a controlled alternative, such as

methadone, are a vital part of a treat-
ment strategy.

But a recent report from the
Scottish Drugs Forum showed that
many people wait months to start
treatment, while others have to travel
miles to reach a clinic.

Ridiculous
One service user reported that her
clinic was “just ridiculous. It was
just wholeheartedly inaccessible to
begin with. I was genuinely phoning
up in tears begging for this help, for
months.”

And its not just preventative ser-
vices that are affected. People who

have overdosed can be saved if a
medical professional gets to them fast
and injects them with a reversal drug,
such as Naloxone.

But these long-promised rapid
reaction teams are still thin on the
ground, with not enough funding to
make them truly effective.

There are an estimated
60,000 people in Scotland thought to
be at risk of a drugs overdose, but just
40 percent have access to this kind of
lifesaving treatment.

If the state is going to tackle the
ever-rising number of drugs deaths
in Scotland it must treat them as a
public health emergency.

Criminalising drugs—and drug users—doesn’t work

r. THE NUMBER of

people dying from
drug overdoses in
Scotland has risen fairly
consistently since 1996.

But state attempts to
deal with the increase
have made little progress
for one key reason—the
drugs in question are
illegal.

Substances
The safest way for people
to take drugs is for the
NHS to offer medical
grade substances for free
and an environment in
which to take them.
Illegality forces users

A drug consumption room is a safe environment

to buy drugs from dealers
who cut their products
with other substances to
make up the weight or

it designates drug users
as “criminals”. It suggests
that it is drug users’
individual failings that are

increase the high. responsible for the harm
. that comes to them.

Stlgma That helps the state

And that same illegality duck the question of why

creates a stigma that
pushes people to
administer their drugs
behind closed doors,
where medical services
can’t get to them if they
overdose.

The state insists on
criminalisation for
ideological and financial
reasons.

By making drugs illegal,

the poverty, inequality,
abuse and pain behind
drug use are built into its
system.

And most of our rulers
oppose the higher health
spending required to
properly treat people who
are addicted to drugs.

So it suits them to label
drug use as a problem of a
“criminal minority”.

‘Expand
Glasgow
services’

BRITAIN’S

first official
consumption room for
illegal drugs will open
in Glasgow in October.
Keir McKechnie, a
mental health worker in
the city, told Socialist
Worker the move is long
overdue.

“The arrival of
synthetic opioid
drugs—which can be far
stronger than heroin—
means there has to be
a massive expansion of
all drug user services,”
he said.

“It’s vital that we
take drug users out
of the criminal justice
system and get them
in the public health
system instead.

“We need more
investment in drug
addiction teams, and
we need a full range of
mental health services
that people can access
quickly. Problematic
drug use cannot
be separated from
wider mental health
problems people are
experiencing.

“At the moment, it
can take months, and
even years, for someone
that wants to deal
with their addiction to
get access to a rehab
centre.”

Keir adds that the
new consumption
rooms must be just
the start of a radical
change in healthcare
for drug users.

“The onset of an
opioid crisis means we
urgently need drop-in
centres where people
can have the drugs
they’ve bought properly
tested,” he says.

“That will at
least give people an
understanding of what’s
in the drugs they plan
to take.”

For that to happen,
the state must abandon
the criminalisation of
addiction.
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Nurses set to
strike over shifts

THEATRE NURSES at Guy's
and St Thomas' hospitals

in central London are set

to return to picket lines on
Wednesday next week.

The Unite union members
walked out in June when bosses
announced that they were
extending their shift times from
8pm to 9pm.

Bosses previously extended
shift times from 7pm to 8pm,
and introduced Saturday
working, to reduce waiting
times for procedures.

But Unite rightly argues that
the real issue is lack of staff.

NHS staff should
reject pay deal
HEALTH WORKERS in many
unions across England and
Wales are voting on the
government’'s imposed 5.5
percent pay rise.

®Watch this video to hear
Unison activist Jordan Rivera
explain why the deal is bad for
workers and the NHS
tinyurl.com/JordansaysNo

SPS Technologies
accepts pay deal

THE UNITE union called off
strikes at SPS Technologies
in Leicester after the workers
accepted a two-year pay deal.

Nearly 200 workers were
set to begin an all-out strike
last Wednesday.

The workers will now
receive pay rises of five
percent for 2024 and three
percent for 2025, as well
as improvements to annual
leave and time off for medical
appointments.

Workers previously rejected
a two-year pay rise of seven
percent plus a £400 one-off
payment.

Strikes are just the
ticket in Ealing

SOME 40 traffic wardens in
Ealing, west London, are set to
strike from Tuesday this week.

The workers were
employed by Serco before
being transferred to council-
owned Greener Ealing Ltd
this year.

Greener Ealing refuses to
recognise the original Unite
union agreement workers
had with Serco. Strikes are
planned until 18 September.

Passport control
dispute takes off

AROUND 650 PCS union
members who work in
passport control have called
more strikes at London’s
Heathrow airport.

New shift patterns
introduced in April forced 160
workers to leave.

Border Control is part of
the state’s racist set-up, but
workers now have to face-off
with their employer.

Workers will strike for
four days from Saturday to
Tuesday next week and then
will hold a work-to-rule and
overtime ban.

REFUSE WORKERS

REFUSE WORKERS in Sheffield are on all-out strike

Strikers refuse to take
rubbish from bosses

by ISABELRINGROSE and
ARTHURTOWNEND
EE

REFUSE WORKERS in Shef-
field began an indefinite
strike on Tuesday last week
over union recognition.

Nearly 100 bin workers in
the Lumley Street depot are
members of the Unite union.

Veolia is outsourced to
deliver some of Sheffield’s
refuse services. However, it
refuses to recognise the union
even though Unite represents
around 80 percent of the
depot’s workforce.

Recognised

The workers also walked out
on 29 July to 2 August. Veolia
is claiming the GMB union is
the workplace’s sole recog-
nised union.

Unite is angry as it already
has a national bargaining
agreement with Veolia across
numerous depots. Without a
recognition deal, Unite says it
cannot negotiate on behalf of
the workforce properly.

Bosses shut the site down

during the strike. Shane
Sweeting, the Unite regional
officer for North Yorkshire,
said, “Our members are asking
to be represented by the trade
union of their choice.

“I can’t understand the
employers’ position that they
won’t allow another seat at
the table alongside a different
union. It’s disgraceful.”

Unite general secretary
Sharon Graham said, “Veolia’s
attempts to block Unite from
representing its workers when
80 percent are members can
only be described as union-
busting.

“It won’t work—strikes will
continue with Unite’s full sup-
port.”

HRefuse workers employed
by Redbridge Civic Services
(RCS) won their demands
after threatening to strike last
week.

The workers in the Unite
union previously struck in
July, and planned to go out
again from Thursday last
week to 5 September.

But workers agreed to call

off the strike after RCS offered
them an improved deal.

The strike was over work-
ing conditions. RCS workers
received just ten days sick
leave and constantly had to
work overtime due to vehicle
breakdowns despite receiving
no overtime pay.

Technically

RCS is a subsidiary of Red-
bridge Council, meaning that
workers don’t technically
work for the council.

They therefore don’t
receive the same working
conditions as other council
workers.

But on Thursday last week,
workers won increased sick
pay to three months, paid
overtime and a reduced work-
ing week.

RCS has also agreed to
review vehicles and mainte-
nance to reduce stoppages.

Regional officer Nick West
said that workers “should be
proud at how they stood firm
against the council to get the
terms and conditions they
deserve”.

Jobcentre guards take more
action to secure a pay rise

SOME 1,500 security
guards are set to go back
on strike from Tuesday this
week until Saturday.

They had just completed
a week-long strike on
Sunday last week.

The company G4S
employs the workers on
behalf of the Department
for Work and Pensions,
but G4S refuses to
meet the GMB and PCS
unions without setting
preconditions.

Workers have also
announced 14 more days
of strikes during the
weeks beginning 9 and 23
September.

The government gave
G4S £21 million in taxpayer
cash to fill the jobcentre
security contract, but it still
pays some 90 percent of
its workforce the minimum

wage. Workers are currently
paid £11.44 an hour.

Bosses recently offered
strikers just 23p extra an
hour, but workers will keep
fighting for £15 an hour.

PCS general secretary
Fran Heathcote said, “When
will G4S get the message
that our members will not
sit back and accept a pay
rise that is 23p above the
national living wage while
G4S rakes in millions?”

Some 17 jobcentres
sites are considering
cutting between one and
three jobs according to a
document seen by Civil
Service World.

Both unions are warning
that more jobcentres will
shut if the dispute isn’t
resolved.

Workers should ramp up
their fight.

Housing workers are Livv-id
over bosses’ profiteering

OVER 200 workers employed
by Livv Housing Group in
Knowsley on Merseyside

are voting on whether

to strike over pay.

Livv is forcing workers to
accept a below inflation pay
deal.

The workers, who are in
the Unite and Unison unions,
have rejected a five percent
pay increase.

They say this does not
reverse the real terms pay
cuts they have experienced.
The ballot closes on Tuesday
17 September.

Livv manages and
maintains over 13,000
properties primarily in
Knowsley.

It is supposedly a not for
profit organisation.

But last year it made a
profit of over £40,000 per
employee.

The company also created

OBITUARY

Viraj Mendis
1956-2024

NO ONE can have lived in
Hulme or even Manchester
in the 1980s and not have
known the name of Viraj
Mendis.

Viraj won nearly all the
anti-deportation campaigns
he fought—and then needed
one for himself. Viraj, a
socialist, was a Sinhalese
man from Sri Lanka who
defended Tamil rights.

He faced a huge campaign
of oppression by the racist
Sri Lankan state, so he was
rightly concerned about his
safety if forced to return.

In 1986, he lost his last

legal battle over his right
to stay in Britain, but vicar
John Methuen allowed him
asylum in his Church of the
Ascension.

He stayed for over
two years in a room of

tiny proportions. A huge
campaign developed that
was backed by many trade
unions. It saw weekly
marches for the two years,
including on Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day.

In 1989, Margaret
Thatcher’s government was
furious that he had escaped
deportation.

Ordered

It ordered 50 tactical officers
to break their way into the
church at 5am—they dragged
Viraj out and took him
straight to London.

That night I attended one
of the angriest protests I have
ever been on. Thousands
responded to his capture. We

surrounded Moss Side police
station that used the full
gamut of horses and police
dogs to maintain any sort of
order.

Roy Hattersley, Labour
shadow home secretary at
the time, was extremely
critical of police action and
opposed the deportation.

Viraj married one of his
supporters, Karen, and
he won the right to live in
Germany with her where he
continued to defend Tamil
rights.

The anti-racist movement
in Manchester is proud of
its solidarity with Viraj and
its campaign for his right to
stay.

Karen Reissmann

a bonus pot of £140,000 for
its executive team.

James Robinson, Unison
branch secretary, said, “Livv
Housing Group has reported
multi-million pound
surpluses for the last five
years.

“It has awarded its CEO a
19 percent pay rise, bringing
her total to more than
£255,000 per year.

“And it has increased the
number of staff earning
£90,000 or more by
33 percent.

“This is all while staff
have seen their pay eroded,
pensions removed, terms
and conditions worsened
and rents continue to go
up'”

Strikes would be
impactful, affecting repairs,
maintenance, customer
services and disruption to
tenants.

Schools out?

COUNCIL WORKERS in
Birmingham City Council,
represented by the GMB
union, are trying to escalate
their equal pay action.

Last week 15 schools
began a strike ballot over the
council’s under-payment of
women.

If they strike, they will
join the 1,500 workers across
35 schools who struck earlier
this year.

Council bosses have not
tried to make any progress
towards a meaningful
resolution.

The ballot will end in mid-
September. This could see
further strikes across schools
in Birmingham.
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OUTSOURCING

Low paid out against

SCOTTISH LECTURERS

Scottish college workers
must reject the new deal

THE EIS-Fela union is

will be rejected,” was one

elite school bosses

CLASS STRUGGLE is alive
and well in south London.

Workers who clean the
private posh James Allen’s
Girls’ School that charges
£24,000 a year per student
in Dulwich, south London,
are set for a three-day strike.

The UVW union members
plan to be out on Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday of
next week. It will see migrant
workers take on an elite
school’s bosses.

The cleaners were told to
accept a cut of five weeks
of work and pay per year
in order to be granted the
London Living Wage of
£13.15 per hour. These
changes would have left them
worse off because they were
employed for fewer hours.

When the cleaners
refused—and voted unani-
mously to strike—their pay
was returned to the lower
rate of £11.55 per hour.
The cleaners are employed
directly by contractor DB
Services.

The head of the school
grabs over £200,000 a year.
There are also 38 other
employees of the school with
salaries between £60,000 and
£90,000, and several others
who get over £100,000.

Striker Nelsa Jimenez said,
“I can’t believe they have cut
our pay. It is blackmail what
they’re doing—forcing us to
agree to a cut in hours or a
cut in pay.”

Workers are demanding
a yearly pay rise in line with
the London Living Wage, no
cuts to pay or hours, the same
sick pay scheme as teachers
and no contract changes.

The school boasts income
of £25 million a year. Yet

UNION WORKERS

UCU staff take on their
OWn union management

MEMBERS OF the Unite
union, working for the UCU
higher and further education
union, have called an all-
out strike to escalate their
dispute.

It's disgraceful that UCU
leaders haven't settled the
dispute—and are instead
fighting the workers' claims.

Around 200 Unite
members have called
indefinite action from
Tuesday next week.

They last walked out
in May for three days
during UCU'’s conference,
disrupting the national
event.

Despite acknowledging
the need to address
racism, UCU is refusing to
withdraw dismissal-related
procedures against black
staff.

The dispute is also over
repeated breaches of their
collective agreements and

broken industrial relations.

UCU has also announced
an effective pay freeze. No
offer has been made in
response to Unite's annual
claim submitted in April—
the pay anniversary date
was 1 August.

Unite regional officer Rose
Keeping said, “The UCU'’s
undermining of existing
industrial recognition
agreements, failure to agree
key working principles
and heavy-handed use of
disciplinary procedures have
left our members with no
choice but to strike.”

The Unite members are
currently taking action short
of a strike in the form of an
overtime ban and work to
rule. UCU needs to listen
to its workers and resolve
the dispute immediately.
Accusations of racism are
serious matters that should
be treated as such.

e o T =
NIGHT CLEANERS at Harrods won, and
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the five-week cut in hours
management requested will
save just £20,000 a year on
the backs of the lowest-paid
workers there.

The school strike comes
as night cleaners at London’s
posh store Harrods in the UVW
voted to strike and forced
bosses to scrap a restrictive
new annual leave policy.

It would have severely
restricted workers’ ability to
take time off to visit families

Vets’ anger
isn’t caged

WORKERS employed by the
private veterinary practice
Valley Vets in South Wales
walked out on Friday last
week and planned to stay
out until Saturday this
week.

Workers, including
nurses, support staff and
vets, already struck from 16
July to 30 July.

They also walked out
from 6 August to Friday last
week.

The company is only
offering a pay increase
of between one and 1.5
percent.

Valley Vets is owned by
VetPartners.

It recorded gross profits
of £553 million in 2023—
£120 million more than the
previous year.

One vet said, “Our
message to VetPartners is
very clear.

“We want fair fees to pet
owners, we want fair pay to
veterinary workers.”

PicTure: UVW

abroad. The union said it was
a “racially discriminatory”
holiday policy that particu-
larly hit black and Asian
workers.

These inspiring struggles
deserve full support.
®Picket at 144 East Dulwich
Grove, London SE22 8TE
from 7.30-8:30am, Monday 2,
Tuesday 3 and Thursday 5 Sept
@®To donate to the strike fund
and to write to the head go to
tinyurl.com/Jags0824

NHS

Battling OCS
outsourcers

ANCILLARY WORKERS in the
Unison union at Colchester,
Aldeburgh, Harwich and
Ipswich hospitals have
walked out over trust plans to
outsource their jobs.

Bosses want to transfer
hundreds of workers at East
Suffolk and North Essex
Foundation Trust to private
sector vulture OCS.

Strikers are rightly worried
that OCS will slash their NHS
terms and conditions—and
their pay will fall.

Five days of strikes by
workers at Colchester
hospital ended last Friday
with another large, lively and
determined picket line.

As one striking cleaner
said, “This strike is not just
about pay. It is about the
deterioration of services
patients will receive if our
roles are out-sourced.”

Unison plans further
action.

recommending college
lecturers accept a new deal
to end their long-running pay
battle. They should reject it
and keep up the fight.

The deal includes £2,000
for September 2022 to
August 2023, £1,500 for
September 2023 to August
2024 and £1,500 for
September 2024 to August
2025.

That’s exactly the same
offer lecturers have been
fighting against for years.
Because of the period it
covers—when inflation
soared—the “rise” is a pay
cut in real terms.

The only “sweetener”
is a 4.14 percent rise from
September 2025 to August
2026, up from an original
offer of 2 percent.

This is far less than the
determined and resilient
lecturers deserve. And if
they step up their action,
they can win more.

On social media some
lecturers have already
reacted angrily.

“Shocking offer which

response.

Another said, “I am very
grateful to our negotiators
who have worked so hard.
That said this is simply not
good enough. I want parity
with colleagues in schools
now.”

HUNION LEADERS called
off all planned college
strikes for this week.

But the action short of
strike programme remains
in place, including the
ongoing results boycott,
pending the result of

the indicative ballot.

BEGLASGOW school teachers
in the EIS union will start a
strike ballot next Monday to
confront the council’s plans
to axe 450 teaching posts
over a three-year period.
EIS Glasgow local
association secretary Jane
Gow said, “The EIS is
crystal clear that the loss
of jobs vital to education
in Glasgow will irreparably
damage the life chances
of many young people.”

Victory in Lambeth fight

SCHOOL WORKERS in Reay
Primary School in Lambeth,
south London, have won
their dispute against bad
management practices.
Workers felt that governors
were bullying staff and voted
to strike over “unreasonable
management practices” for

three days a week indefinitely
when students returned in
September.

The dispute was resolved
last week, but NEU education
union members are ready
to use the strike mandate,
which is live for six months,
if necessary.

Union wrong to halt strike

NHS BOSSES in Leicester
and Northamptonshire have
shamefully reneged on a
proposed deal to end a long-
running healthcare strike.

Healthcare assistants are
fighting for backpay for the
years when bosses wrongly
put them in band 2. That’s
the lowest NHS grade and
is used for workers whose
roles are “non-clinical”.

The strikers’ Unison union
was engaged in detailed
talks with management last
week and officials thought
they were close to a deal.

As a gesture of good
faith, union negotiators had
suspended a strike due to
run until the end of August.

But bosses, having agreed
to a three-stage backpay
offer, then abruptly withdrew
it—without explanation.

The trust’s initial offer
fell short of what Unison has
won elsewhere. Its offer of
full backpay is only for those
who can prove they were
doing clinical tasks prior to
2021. The offer stated that

everyone else would only
be reimbursed for three
years of being underpaid.
The bosses’ duplicity
shows that Unison officials
were wrong to suspend the
strike. If HCAs were on the
picket lines during talks,
bosses would surely have
felt under greater pressure.
Unison says that it will
now resume negotiations.

BEMATERNITY support workers
in Grimsby, Lincolnshire, were
to strike this week in a dispute
over backpay. The workers

at Diana Princess of Wales
Hospital were set to be out for
seven days from Tuesday.

EGMB UNION members
have submitted a grievance
against their employer
in opposition to plans to
outsource their department.
The workers are employed
by Slough Community
Diagnostic Centre at
Wexham Park hospital,
which is run by Frimley Park
NHS Foundation Trust.
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WITH WIDER WAR
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ISRAEL LAUNCHED a
series of intense airstrikes
on southern Lebanon last
Sunday in what it claimed
was a “preemptive” attack.

It could become the opening
shot in a wider war that engulfs
tens of millions of people.

The Hezbollah resistance
group then responded with the
“first phase” of a retaliatory
attack on Israel with “a large
number of missiles”.

Hezbollah said it fired more
than 320 Katyusha rockets at
11 Israeli military bases and
barracks.

It has been expected to reply
after Israel’s murder of its com-
mander Fuad Shukr in Beirut,
Lebanon’s capital, at the end
of July.

Within hours of that kill-
ing, Israel assassinated Hamas
political leader Ismail Haniyeh
in Tehran, Iran.

Hezbollah said last Sunday
that it will “stand strongly
against Zionist transgression
or aggression” if civilians are
harmed.

“Punishment will be very
severe and harsh,” it says.

Lebanon’s NNA news agency
reported that a later Israeli
drone strike critically injured
one person in Qasimia and
an airstrike killed another in
Khiam.

Provocations

Israel has been pushing to
widen the war against both
Lebanon and Iran for months.

The murders of Shukr and
Haniyeh were provocations
that opened up the possibil-
ity of catastrophic bloodshed
across the Middle East.

Israeli leader Binyamin
Netanyahu calculates that, by
detonating such a conflict, he
can cement United States sup-
port even more.

As part of his speech to a
joint session of the US Congress
in July, Netanyahu called
for an alliance in slaughter.
“Remember this.

“Our enemies are your ene-
mies,” he declared to cheers.

ISRAEL HAS started to batter southern Lebanon with air strikes

“Our fight is your fight,
and our victory will be your
victory.

“Give us the tools and we’ll
get the job done faster.”

Soon after the US announced
massive extra arms shipments
for Israel.

They included more than
50 F-15 fighter jets, advanced
missiles for aircraft to destroy
other aircraft, tank ammuni-
tion, high explosive mortars
and tactical vehicles. Such

Israel has
flattened Gaza
and murdered
tens of

thousands
I

advanced weapons are not
needed for further destruction
of Gaza.

Israel has already flattened
Gaza and murdered tens of
thousands of Palestinians using
the vast range of weaponry the
US has already supplied.

Hamas does not have an air
force that Israel must shoot
down with the latest missiles.

The arms deliveries—which
will take years to fully com-
plete—were a show of con-
fidence in Israel’s role as the
West’s watchdog in the Middle
East.

Proxy

US imperialism is already
stretched across two other
fronts—the proxy war with
Russia in Ukraine and grow-
ing tensions with Chinese
imperialism.

And it knows that Iran could
be a formidable enemy on the
battlefield if there was a wider
war in the Middle East.

But it doesn’t hold back

Israel from its attacks that
recklessly could set off wider
military action. The US has
deployed additional warships
and fighter jets to the region
in recent weeks.

It said last Sunday it would
“keep supporting Israel’s right
to defend itself’—the vile code
for backing genocide.

US defence secretary Lloyd
Austin spoke with his Israeli
counterpart Yoav Gallant.

He “reaffirmed the United
States’ ironclad commit-
ment to Israel’s defence
against any attacks by Iran
and its regional partners
and proxies”.

British cabinet spokes-
person Pat McFadden last
Sunday called on “all parties
not to escalate further and
to avoid a major regional
war”.

“That is the real
danger facing the area.

We hope this doesn’t
turn out to be that,”

empty words and outrageous
hypocrisy while Britain stands
with Israel’s war machine and
continues to give it weapons.

Last Sunday’s attack came as
Egypt held a new round of talks
that are supposed to lead to a
ceasefire.

But Israel keeps making
demands that are impossible
for Hamas to accept. Hezbollah
has said it will halt the fighting
if there is a ceasefire.

But later on Sunday,
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah said, “Our goal is to
end the aggression on Gaza
so we gave it enough of an
opportunity.

“But after all this time, it is
clear that Netanyahu is putting
in new conditions and the US is
working with him and this is all
a waste of time. So there was
no reason to delay any longer.”

As well as supporting the
Palestinians, the demonstra-
tion in London on Saturday
of next week is a chance to
come out against wider war in
the Middle East.

Sat 7 Sept, 12 noon, central
London: National demonstration,

Sat 21 Sept, 12 noon, Liverpool:
Protest at the Labour conference

BTHE HOUTHI armed group
in Yemen last week released
video footage of the aftermath
of its attack on a Greek-flagged
oil tanker in the Red Sea.

A raging fire can be seen
in the images of the burning
tanker, which is reported to
be carrying 150,000 tonnes
of crude oil. Several Houthi
projectiles hit the ship off the
Yemeni port of Hodeidah last
Wednesday, causing a fire and
cutting engine power.

Houthi military spokesman
Yahya Saree said the vessel was
targeted because it “belongs to
a company that has ties to the
Israeli enemy”.

“It violated the ban on

entry to the ports of occupied

Palestine,” they said.

Yemen’s Houthis fight-
ers have pledged to attack
Israel-linked shipping in

the Red Sea and Gulf of

Aden in solidarity with

he said. Those are EWEWIINEEIRENIT Palestinians.
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