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LABOUR TO BLOW BILLIONS 
MORE ON NEW WEAPONS

MARCH TOGETHER AGAINST 
THE FAR RIGHT AND RACISM
lGo to togetheralliance.org.uk for more info   
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UNIONS

A lesson in class 
(room) struggle 
TWO MAJOR school strike 
victories show the potential 
for workers to fight back.

Socialist Worker spoke to 
NEU union members  
Jon Reddiford and Chris 
Denson about how workers 
built the union, led strikes 
and unofficial action—and 
how they won. 

“We don’t wait for action, 
we go out and fight for it,” 
says Chris. 
>>Pages 8&9

PALESTINE

Terror ban is 
ruled unlawful
THOUSANDS OF people who 
have faced the threats of 
arrest and terror charges for 
supporting Palestine Action 
were vindicated last week.

The proscription of 
the non-violent direct 
action group was declared 
unlawful after a judicial 
review.

It’s a humiliation for the 
government. But the state is 
still ramping up repression 
against the Palestine 
solidarity movement.
>>Pages 2&3

MINNEAPOLIS

Resistance forces 
Trump to retreat 
WHEN ICE thugs invaded 
Minnesota, Donald Trump and 
the state seemed all-powerful.

Trump has now been forced 
to partially retreat in the face 
of mass resistance. 

But this is not the end by 
any means. Leo in Minneapolis 
spoke to Socialist Worker 
about why the movement 
should stay on the streets. 
>>Page 16



Arrested 
activists react 
to ruling
SINCE THE ban on Palestine 
Action came into force last year, 
some 2,787 people have been 
arrested for peacefully holding up 
signs saying, “I oppose genocide, 
I support Palestine Action.”

Jenny, Brian and Simon were 
arrested alongside hundreds of 
others on 6 September last year. 
The action was organised by 
Defend Our Juries (DOJ).

On hearing about last weeks 
ruling, Jenny told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s brilliant. It’s a real 
vindication of resistance. And it 
shows how completely absurd 
the ban was to start with.”

She added that Yvette Cooper, 

the Labour home secretary who 
placed the ban, “has to resign”.

Jenny said, “If Mahmood and 
the Labour government proceed 
with a challenge to the ruling they 
will dig themselves deeper into 
a hole.

Brian agreed, “It’s a clear case 
of how ridiculous it is to compare 
Palestine Action to a terrorist 
organisation.”

“It is a victory against an 
increasingly authoritarian, 
undemocratic and right wing 
administration,” Simon told 
Socialist Worker.

He explained that protesters 
from Coventry Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign had targeted 
an event where Mahmood was 
speaking last Thursday.

Some 20 people gathered 
outside the venue. Mahmood 
said she wouldn’t attend unless 
they dispersed so the event was 
cancelled. 

Plea hearings for signholders 
have been taking place every 
week since the start of the year. 
The arrestees have been left in 
the dark about whether their 
hearings are going ahead. 

Simon cautioned, “The ruling 
is to be celebrated, but any 
celebration needs to be qualified 
pending the complete lifting of 
the proscription.”

“It’s a good day, but the 
legislation against the right to 
protest remains and we shouldn’t 
lose sight of that amid the 
celebrations,” said Simon.

Brian said, “Sometimes it’s the 
right thing to do when laws are 
unlawful. It’s our responsibility to 
make our opposition clear.

“It’s important to take part in 
collective action and it’s good to 
see some success.”

CAPTION GOESGet in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker@
Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

Workers and students 
take action for Palestine
HUNDREDS OF workers and 
students joined the national 
day of action for Palestine last 
Thursday. 

They were demanding an end 
to Israel’s genocide in Gaza and 
annexation of the West Bank and 
state repression in Britain. 

The day of action was called 
by the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign, Stop The War and 
others. 

At King’s College London 
(KCL), the UCU union branch 
organised a rally to demand 
the reinstatement of student 
Usama Ghanem. Usama, who was 
suspended for Palestine activism, 
faces deportation to Egypt where 
he could be tortured. 

They are also demanding full 
divestment of KCL’s endowment 
fund in companies on the United 
Nations blacklist for doing 
business in Israeli settlements. 

Usama’s case is part of a 
broader crackdown. Over 20 KCL 
students have faced disciplinary 
procedures linked to Palestine 
activism, while far right and 
Zionist groups have targeted 
demonstrators on campus.

A KCL student told Socialist 
Worker, “We know that this 
university is complicit in 
genocide and oppression, which 
is why it’s even more important 
for us to walk out.” 

The KCL UCU vice chair Peter 
Chonka told the rally, “We’re 
here today to show management 
that we’re not going to stand for 

the continued and worsening 
complicity in genocide.”

Anne spoke on behalf of 
University and College Workers 
for Palestine. She said the 
collective resistance shown by 
students and workers at KCL “is 
the only way to defeat this kind 
of crackdown”.

At the nearby University 
College London (UCL) university, 
similar tactics of repression were 
on full display. 

Police arrested a student 
speaking at a rally organised 
by the UCL Action for Palestine 
coalition. Around 45 police 
officers and four police vans 
arrived on the scene to take him 
into police custody. 

At the University of Bristol, 
Unison union members on 
strike held a rally to draw links 
between university bosses 
pushing cuts and accepting 
money from arms companies that 
support the genocide. 

UCU union members at York 
university wore keffiyehs, badges 
and Palestinian colours.

The repression of the Palestine 
movement shows that the British 
state and institutions complicit 
in genocide are trying to silence 
activists. 

Students and workers are 
right to keep speaking up for 
Palestine. 

And the trade union movement 
as a whole has to mobilise 
against state repression—it is a 
threat to all of us. 

C
H E E R S  e r u p t e d 
outside the Royal 
Courts of Justice in 
London last week 
after judges ruled 
t h a t  t h e  ba n  o n 

Palestine Action is “unlawful”.
The judicial review’s outcome is 

a “monumental victory” amid the 
British state’s crackdown on the 
Palestine movement.

Since July 2025, the non‑violent 
direct action group has been banned 
under the Terrorism Act 2000.

The co-founder of Palestine 
Action, Huda Ammori, launched a 
legal challenge against the ban.

The British state tried to stop the 
challenge. But it still couldn’t get its 
way. 

Huda said, “This is a monumental 
victory both for our fundamental 
freedoms here in Britain and in 
the struggle for freedom for the 
Palestinian people.”

Judges ruled that the ban on the 
group, which has targeted arms firm 
Elbit Systems, was unlawful. They 
said the home secretary—at the time, 
Yvette Cooper—failed to comply with 
policy over when to proscribe groups.

And they said the ban breached 
rights of freedom of expression 
and assembly under the European 
Convention on Human Rights.

As the decision was set to be 
announced, Defend Our Juries 
(DOJ) organised a protest outside 
the court. Around 80 people sat with 
signs reading, “I oppose genocide. I 
support Palestine Action,” like the 
acts of defiance last summer.

One sitter told Socialist Worker 
he was there to oppose the 
“demonisation of protest”. “The 
situation in Palestine demands 
everyone speak out,” he said.

The cops came to tell protesters 
they were risking arrest. But not a 
single arrest came.

As celebrations continued, lisa 
minerva luxx from Prisoners For 
Palestine told the rally, “Cooper lied 
to the British public.

“She cannot be trusted to serve 
as a minister of this country in any 
capacity and she must resign today.

“The British government has 
betrayed the British people and this 
is a tiny morsel of how it has betrayed 
Palestinian people.”

The British state paid nearly  
£1 million to lawyers to carry the 
case against Palestine Action.

“This is a victory against the 
historic and politically motivated 
use of terrorism legislation in the 
policing of Palestinian identity and 
liberation,” lisa said.

“Elbit Systems, your days are 
done. Palestine Action is back.”

The battle is not over. Judge Dame 
Victoria Sharp, president of the King’s 
Bench Division, said that the group 
“remains proscribed” until a further 
order of the court “pending the 
possibility of an appeal”.

Labour home secretary Shabana 
Mahmood plans to appeal the 
decision at the Court of Appeal. 

Judges did not accept every 
argument against the ban. They 
said, “Palestine Action is an 
organisation that promotes its  
political cause through criminality”.

The Met says it won’t arrest 
anyone for supporting Palestine 

Annexation plan to ‘bury’ Palestinian state
ISRAEL HAS unveiled new 
plans to “bury the idea of a 
Palestinian state” by annexing 
the West Bank.

They will wipe out what 
remains of the Palestinian 
Authority’s (PA) nominal 
control in parts of the West 
Bank.

Israel has violently 
expanded power to settle on 
Palestinian land. 

It’s unclear when the new 
rules take effect, but they 
require no further agreement 
by the Israeli government.

The policies were pushed 
by far right finance minister 
Bezalel Smotrich and defence 
minister Israel Katz.

Smotrich said the changes 
were “deepening our roots 
in all regions of the Land of 
Israel and burying the idea of a 
Palestinian state”.

Settler colonial policies have 
always been at the heart of the 
Zionist project.

The new policy removes 
the limited restrictions that 
prevented Israeli settlements 
in Areas A and B of the West 
Bank.

After the Oslo Accords 
of 1993, Israel was granted 

full control of Area C—the 
majority of the West Bank. 
Its colonial efforts have been 
concentrated there.

“The new procedures mean 
that settlers can buy lands, 
just like any Palestinian can,” 
Mahmoud, who lives in Masafer 
Yatta, Hebron, explained to 
Socialist Worker.

Rules
“So, the new rules mean the 
Israeli occupation will be in the 
whole West Bank.”

Israel’s moves have 
triggered international 
outrage.

A joint statement from 
eight Arab states, including 

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Egypt and Jordan, 
said the move amounts 
to “illegal annexation and 
the displacement of the 
Palestinian people”.

Even the British state, 
an ardent backer of Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza, said the 
move “is wholly unacceptable 
and would be inconsistent with 
international law”.

Amid the growing outcry, 
the White House said, 
“President Donald Trump has 
clearly stated that he does not 
support Israel annexing the 
West Bank.”

Trump’s condemnation 
partly stems from wanting 

to avoid further instability in 
the region as United States 
imperialism focuses on the 
Western hemisphere.

Trump wants to avoid 
disruption. He needs to keep 
favour with Arab states as he 
tries to build alliances in the 
Middle East.

The Arab ruling classes know 
that the route to Palestinian 
liberation is through struggles 
in the region. They fear that 
solidarity with Palestine could 
combine with anger towards 
their regimes.

Trump is also likely keen 
to give a veil of international 
legitimacy to his Gaza “peace 
board”.

Set for its inaugural meeting 
this week, the board is part of 
an imperial land grab for Gaza. 
It removes any Palestinian 
control of their own future 
and opens up Gaza to Western 
states looking to profit.

But, despite words of 
condemnation, regional and 
global powers will sit on 
their bloody hands. They will 
continue to allow Israel to 
bomb Gaza, demolish homes 
in the West Bank and murder 
Palestinians.

Israeli soldiers in Nablus, the West Bank, in January of this year

Action—but will gather evidence in 
case an appeal is successful.

The British state is ramping up 
repression against the movement.

But there are frictions within the 
state over how best to implement a 
crackdown. 

Pressure
The cracks are showing. Everyone 
has to stand with those facing state 
attacks, and put pressure on the 
Labour government.

A DOJ spokesperson said, 
“Ordinary people don’t agree with the 
government that damaging weapons 
that would be used in a genocide is a 
crime, let alone terrorism.

“Now the ban has been struck 
down there is no longer any reason 
for Palestine Action-linked prisoners, 
including those who went on hunger 
strike, to be held in prison. 

“They should be released 
immediately.”

Stop The War (STW) has called on 
Met commissioner Mark Rowley and 
Cooper to resign.

Lindsey German, convenor of 
STW, said, “This is fantastic news. 
It is an utter humiliation for Cooper, 
Mahmood and the rest of this most 

authoritarian government in living 
memory.”

There are further important battles 
taking place against the state’s 
repression.

Palestine activists who broke into 
Teledyne, near Bradford in West 
Yorkshire, began their retrial last 
week after a jury refused to convict 
them last year.

And six of the Filton 24 face 
a retrial after a jury acquitted or 
refused to convict them.

Thousands of people face charges 
under terror laws for taking part in 
the DOJ acts of defiance last summer.

Kwabena Devonish, an anti-racist 
campaigner from South Wales, is due 
to appear in court from 16 March. She 
is facing trial under anti-terrorism 
laws for a speech at a Palestine 
demonstration in November 2023.

Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
director Ben Jamal and STW vice 
chair Chris Nineham will go on 
trial this coming Monday. They are 
accused of breaching the Public 
Order Act.

Millions of people support 
Palestine and hate Keir Starmer—
tapping into that broad base is key 
to pushing back state repression.

This is a 
humiliation for the 
most authoritarian 
government in 
living memory

‘‘ 

Defiance outside the court on Friday of last week 

The British state is ramping up repression, but there are 
frictions within it over how to implement the crackdown. 
We can exploit those cracks, writes Arthur Townend

32 NEWS & COMMENT Socialist Worker 	 18 February 2026Socialist Worker 	 18 February 2026

PALESTINE 
ACTION BAN 
UNLAWFUL
WHERE NEXT?

Defend our Juries last week

Huda Ammori, co-founder of 
Palestine Action
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Anti-racists 
march and 
build major  
unity demo 
on 28 March 
by JUDE MCKECHNIE

HUNDREDS OF anti-racists took 
to the streets across Britain 
last Saturday as part of a day of 
action against the far right. 

Around 1,500 people joined a 
unity march in Bristol organised by 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR). 

Some 300 were on a unity march 
in Newcastle, and scores of others 
across Britain leafletted for the 
Together Against The Far Right 
national demonstration in London 
on 28 March (see right).

Jenny, who joined the Bristol 
march, told Socialist Worker, “I’m 
very proud to be here today and to 
see so many others come out too. 

“We’re making clear that we 
are proud of being a multicultural, 
multilingual and diverse city.”

A student at the University of 
Bristol said that she’d joined the 
march after seeing it pass her 
university accommodation. 

“I come from a family of 
immigrants, so this is an issue that 
I hold very close to my heart,” she 
said. 

“It’s so important to realise 
the love that unites all of us over 
ignorance and discrimination.” 

There were banners from UCU, 
NEU and Unison union branches, 
Your Party, the Green Party, Bristol 
Women Against the Far Right 
(WAFR) and more.

Fran Heathcote, PCS union 
general secretary, told the rally, 
“My union has a proud history of 
standing up against racism and 
fascism.” 

Demands
Heathcote said that workers can 
only win demands when “black 
and white, young and old, men 
and women, migrant and British 
workers, all stand together”.

“Unity is our strength and that 
is why it is in the interest of the 
rich, the corporate bosses and the 
landlords to distract us and divide 
us,” she said. 

Jeremy Corbyn, Your Party 
MP, said, “We have got to be as 
deeply involved as we are in the  

anti-racist fight in campaigns for 
decent housing, decent health, 
decent schools. 

“We have to push for an economic 
system that doesn’t push more 
people into poverty.”  

In Newcastle, care worker Trish 
stopped to join the rally on her 
way to the shops. She told Socialist 
Worker, “I realised I agreed with the 
speakers and posters. 

“I hear racist stuff at work. It 
makes me angry but I’m often 
tongue tied. I’m pleased to meet 
people I agree with”.

Samira Ali from SUTR and WAFR 
told the rally in Bristol that Britain 
must harness some of the spirit of 
those fighting Ice in Minneapolis. 

“We want to take lessons from 
the United States at the moment. 
Donald Trump has been forced to 
announce an end to the Ice operation 
in Minnesota,” she said. 

“This came after hundreds of 
thousands of people took to the 
streets, not just in Minneapolis, but 
across the US. 

“They used their power as workers 
to strike and cause an economic 
blackout. 

“That’s the wave of resistance that 
we need to see here in Britain to stop 
the threat of Reform UK and fascists 
like Tommy Robinson, who want to 
march on our streets.”

Samira urged ant i - rac is ts 
to join the Together alliance’s 
demonstration.

“We have to make this a monster 
demonstration to send a clear 
message across Britain. 

“We’re standing up, we’re fighting 
back, and together we are going to 
stop the far right once and for all.”

‘Together we can defeat the far 
right’ says London launch rally 
A QUEUE streaming down the 
street is a familiar scene outside 
the EartH nightclub in Dalston, 
east London. But it was no 
regular night on Tuesday of last 
week.  

Over 1,000 people packed 
into the Hackney venue to get 
organised against the far right.

“The threat of Reform UK and 
Tommy Robinson really scares 
me—they are terrifying,” Susan 
told Socialist Worker. 

“I don’t generally come to stuff 
like this, but I feel like I have to 
now.”

The Together Against The Far 
Right alliance was launched last 
year to call a unity demonstration 
in London on 28 March.

It unites over 250 
organisations, musicians, actors 
and celebrities. They range from 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR), the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
(PSC) and the Greens to trade 
unions and NGOs and charities 
such as Choose Love.

Green Party leader Zack 
Polanski said, “We are facing a 
battle for the soul of our nation.

“To the billionaires and 
millionaires who are taking our 
democracy—we will take it back.

“We hear it is migrants’ fault, 

trans+ people’s fault, disabled 
people’s fault, unemployed 
people’s fault. No, the fault is with 
successive governments who have 
refused to tax the rich.”

Josie Fernandez Marelli from 
Choose Love warned, “We are 
hearing the language around 
migrants and refugees grow 
increasingly hostile. 

Mainstream
Far right ideas have been 
legitimised and normalised by the 
mainstream parties and media.

Keir Starmer’s Labour 
government has become the 
recruiter in chief for Nigel 
Farage’s far right party Reform 

UK. Diane Abbott, Labour MP 
for Hackney North, slammed the 
“leaders of our main parties who 
have no solution to the rise of the 
far right”. 

“Instead, they want to talk 
about an ‘island of strangers’,” 
she said in an attack on Starmer 
whose infamous speech echoed 
the racist Enoch Powell.

Chantelle Lunt, founder of the 
Merseyside Black Lives Matter 
alliance, tore into the far right’s 
hypocritical attempts to exploit 
violence against women and girls. 

Lewis Nielsen, SUTR 
anti‑fascist officer, said, “When 
Nigel Farage brags that he will 
deport 650,000 people, he will 
build a British Ice to do it. 

“These people will come for 
our cities like Donald Trump did 
in Minneapolis. Our message is—
we are going to stand together 
and we are going to stop you.” 

“The message of the Together 
alliance is that refugees and 
migrants are welcome in Britain.  

“The way to stop Reform UK is 
not to make compromises but to 
confront them and call them out.

“Together we can build a 
politics of hope. Together you can 
build a different world. You are 
the leadership. Let’s fight for it.” 
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WOMEN AGAINST The Far Right leading the unity march in Bristol 

Over 1,000 people joined the Together 
alliance launch 

Marching through Bristol
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WHAT WE THINK

STARMER’S MUNICH 
BETRAYAL

HOSPITALS AND schools crumble. Benefits payments 
are slashed to the bone. The cost of living increases.

But what’s Keir Starmer’s answer to the social 
crisis facing millions of people? To turbocharge arms 
spending—yet again. And to betray Labour’s working 

class voters—yet again. 
He previously promised to increase arms spending to  

2.5 percent of gross domestic product (GDP) by 2027. But he said 
that Britain needs to “spend more, faster” at the Munich Security 
Conference last weekend. 

A report from the BBC suggested that Starmer is eyeing up the 
target of 3 percent of GDP by 2029-30. It’s earlier than planned—
and would be costly. The Office for Budget Responsibility estimated 
it would require a further £17.3 billion.

It would have to rise even further to meet the target of the 
Nato warmongers’ alliance—3.5 percent of GDP by 2035.

It’s not as if Britain doesn’t spend on arms. Last year, the  
2.3 percent of GDP spent on weapons amounted to an  
eye-watering £66 billion. That’s greater than the schools budget for 
pupils aged 5-16 years old—£64.8 billion. 

Starmer’s justification for this blistering rise is that “hard power” 
is the “currency of our age”. At Munich, Starmer stressed that 
Russia’s “appetite for aggression” means there is only one answer.  

“We must be able to deter aggression. And yes, if necessary, we 
must be ready to fight,” he postured. 

The increase in arms spending will not keep “us” safe. It is part 
of an arms race as imperialist competition increases across the 
world. Adding fuel to the fire will make the world more dangerous.

But with the United States forcing Europe to pay its own 
military way (see page 6), Britain and others are scrambling to 
create “a more European Nato”. According to Starmer, “Europe is 
a sleeping giant.”

In reality, Britain is simply a junior partner to US imperialism. 
This means Starmer plays soldiers to keep favour with Donald 
Trump.

Starmer claims he is “putting away short-term concerns”. 
Presumably such “concerns” are the NHS, or schools, or housing. 

An arms race means more and more resources will be snatched 
from working class people. Ruth Gregory, deputy chief British 
economist at Capital Economics, says the arms increase will 
likely “be financed through either higher taxes or lower spending 
elsewhere”. 

But Labour has already frozen tax brackets—a stealth tax  
rise—and attacked the working class through austerity 2.0. 

Labour justifies arms spending saying it will bring jobs. But  
£1 billion in investment for education, health or climate creates 
up to four times as many jobs as the same amount of spending on 
arms. Defence workers’ skills should be used for socially useful 
production like green technology.

Building the fight in the streets and workplaces against this 
vicious Labour government is vital. 

SEXIST ABUSE KILLS

THE HORRORS of the Jeffrey Epstein files reveal a sexist 
system rotten to the core. But abuse, violence and the 
exploitation of women is not restricted to Epstein’s Island. 

It permeates through homes across Britain. 
A new report by a suicide prevention programme in Kent found 

that around a third of all suspected suicides in the region were by 
people who had experienced domestic abuse. 

At a national level, that could mean as many as 1,500 victims of 
domestic abuse are taking their own lives every year. That’s  
15 times more than is being recorded. 

Domestic violence suicides are growing. At the current rates, a 
woman in an abusive relationship is now more likely to take her 
own life than be killed by a partner.

There is a shocking lack of research into the links between 
domestic abuse and suicide. It shows an apathy in the justice 
system to fighting sexism, abuse and coercive control.

We cannot rely on the police or the courts to end the violence 
and abuse against women and girls that poisons society. 

To do that, we have to smash the sexist system that fuels the 
violence—often with fatal consequences.

Resist attacks on trans+ 
rights in the workplace 
by JUDY COX

TRANS+ RIGHTS are under 
attack in the courts, but 
resistance is pushing back 
some transphobic government 
guidelines. 

The Supreme Court’s transphobic 
ruling last year gave the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission 
(EHRC) cover to ban trans+ people 
from single-sex spaces. 

Last Friday, a high court judge 
threw out a legal challenge to the 
EHRC’s guidance. 

Judge Justice Jonathan Swift 
denied that the EHRC guidelines 
prevent trans+ people from using 
the facilities they choose. 

But that is precisely what the 
guidelines mean—trans women 
forced to use men’s facilities.

Sky, a trans woman and NEU 
union member, told Socialist 
Worker, “The guidance on trans+ 
people not being able to use toilets 
at work really implies that trans+ 
people are a threat to the population.

“What are trans+ people in a 
workplace supposed to do? Hold it 
in all day? Third spaces do not exist. 

“The reality is that lots of people 
won’t follow the rules.

“But it makes work environments 
more precarious for trans+ people. 
It opens us up to transphobia from 
managers. 

“We’ve been having this battle 
over toilets for a decade. 

“It is bizarre—it’s based on dodgy 
science and culture war talking 
points. 

“Trans+ people are far more 
likely to be harassed in toilets than 
anyone else”. 

On the same day, the Department 
for Education issued its provisional 
statutory guidance on supporting 
trans+ children and young people 
at school.

The new guidance overturns a 
ban on primary school-age children 
undertaking social transitioning—
using different pronouns and wearing 
different clothes.

The new guidance says social 
transitioning in primary schools will 
be rare, but it can happen.

Informed
The previous guidance, from 2023, 
stipulated that parents should 
always be informed if a child wants 
to transition. 

The new guidance acknowledges 
there could be cases “where involving 
parents or carers would constitute 
a greater risk to the child than not 
involving them”.

Sky said, “It is welcome that the 
2023 guidance has been scrapped. It 
is now okay to socially transition in 
primary school. 

“Transphobic parents do exist. So 

it has to be up to the child to divulge 
information to parents.”  

Sky said the state has had “to 
revise guidance several times—it 
shows there is a degree of panic in 
the ruling class”. 

“They don’t want thousands on 
the streets protesting. 

“ O u r  b i g  p r o t e s t s  h a v e 
actually pushed back against the 
government.”

Sky said the United States shows 
what happens when people don’t 
resist. 

“In the Gorton and Denton  
by‑election, Reform UK leaflets 
attack refugees and trans+ people 
in the same sentence. So we know 
what is on the horizon,” Sky added. 

“Our campaigning has forced 
change in the guidance—but we need 
more campaigning and protesting to 
change the whole vision of trans+ 
rights.”

TRANS+ PRIDE in London last year                                    Picture: Guy Smallman

Your Party—Who should you vote for? 
VOTING IN the Your Party central 
executive committee (CEC) 
elections opened last week. Who 
should you vote for if you support 
a radical, democratic vision?

The crisis of Keir Starmer’s 
government is accelerating. 
Labour insiders say the party has 
already lost the pivotal Gorton 
and Denton by-election, even 
while campaigning is only getting 
underway.

But, alongside Labour’s crisis, 
Nigel Farage and Reform UK wait 
in the wings. 

All this makes the internal 
sabotage and filibustering that 
has paralysed Your Party all the 
more unforgivable.

To turn things around, Your 
Party has to look outwards. It 
faces the immediate tests of 
the local authority elections in 
May to the Welsh and Scottish 
parliamentary elections. 

The CEC elections cannot 
distract activists from the crucial 
task of pushing for a socialist 
challenge in as many places 
as possible. And they should 
not detract from mobilising 
supporters on the streets.

Nevertheless, the CEC elections 
matter. 

Your Party can move forward 
with a collective leadership that 
recognises that the antidote 
to the factionalism is to allow 
members’ democracy and local 
branches to flourish.

This can begin to re-engage 
the roughly 800,000 people who 
originally signed up.

The party has to be rooted in 
the working class. It needs to 
popularise radical arguments 
about taxing the rich, supporting 
strikes and redistributing wealth.

And it has to boost struggle 
outside parliament. It needs 
elected representatives who will 
act as megaphones for struggles 
for Palestine, for trans+ rights 
and against racism and fascism.
Héctor Sierra 
Go to tinyurl.com/SWwhotovote for 
a list of recommended candidates 
and yourparty.uk/cec-elections for 
information on how to vote

Your Party founding conference
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Rubio’s speech is far 
from reassuring
ANY DOUBT that European capitalism prefers to 
remain the junior partner of the United States was 
removed by the standing ovation the Munich Security 
Conference gave to Marco Rubio last Saturday. 

The European ruling classes had a collective heart attack 
when JD Vance denounced them for decadence and backed 
the far right at last year’s conference. Rubio, Donald Trump’s 
secretary of state, adopted a much softer, mollifying tone.

He was full of praise for European civilisation, and 
declared that the US “will always be a child of Europe”. 

Conference chair Wolfgang Ischinger told Rubio there was 
“a sigh of relief in this hall” after his speech. 

But, if anything, the substance of what Rubio said was 
worse than Vance’s speech. Rubio repeated the Trump 
administration’s regular complaints about neoliberal 
globalisation, mass migration and “a climate cult” threatening 
“Western civilisation” in the US as well as Europe. He 
underlined his message by leaving Munich to visit two far 
right European governments in Slovakia and Hungary.

Rubio also sang a paean of praise for Western imperialism. 
He said, “For five centuries, before the end of the Second 
World War, the West had been expanding—its missionaries, 
its pilgrims, its soldiers, its explorers pouring out from its 
shores to cross oceans, settle new continents, build vast 
empires extending out across the globe. 

“But in 1945, for the first time since the age of Christopher 
Columbus, it was contracting. Europe was in ruins. Half of it 
lived behind an Iron Curtain and the rest looked like it would 
soon follow.

“The great Western empires had entered into terminal 
decline, accelerated by godless communist revolutions and 
by anti-colonial uprisings”. These “would transform the 
world and drape the red hammer and sickle across vast 
swaths of the map”.

Various commentators have wondered whether Rubio 
was implying it would have been better if Adolf Hitler had 
won the Second World War. After all, it was the Soviet army, 
under the banner of a “godless communist” ideology, that 
bore the main burden of smashing the Nazi war machine.

Supremacy
History aside, this is the first time since the rise of the Civil 
Rights movement during the 1950s that the US government 
has openly espoused white supremacy. 

Rubio was articulating the ideology behind Ice. He spelled 
out its international implications. “We in America have no 
interest in being polite and orderly caretakers of the West’s 
managed decline.”

In reality, the rise of China means US imperialism lacks the 
power to reinstate the global domination it enjoyed after 1945. 

Nevertheless, the second Trump administration has gone 
on the offensive in the Western Hemisphere—demanding 
Greenland, kidnapping Venezuela’s president and starving 
Cuba. Moreover, Trump is getting a taste for using the 
Pentagon’s vast military capabilities.

Rubio reassured his audience that neither “the West’s 
age of dominance” nor “the transatlantic era” was over. He 
underlined that this means higher defence spending from 
Nato’s European member states.

The tensions within Western imperialism remain. 
Rubio skipped a meeting with European leaders about the 

Ukraine peace talks with Russia. But it’s very unlikely that 
even Trump will pull out of Nato. The Pentagon’s European 
bases are key means of US global power protection. 

Even so, as the administration’s new National Defense 
Strategy makes clear, deterring Russia will mainly be a 
European task.

It was the German defence and foreign ministers who led 
the standing ovation for Rubio. Nevertheless, chancellor 
Friedrich Merz said at Munich that Europe “must become 
a global political power with its own security strategy”. He 
announced he’s starting discussions about “European nuclear 
deterrence” with French president Emmanuel Macron. 

Unlike Britain, France has nuclear capabilities that don’t 
depend on US technology. Macron talks about the need for 
European “strategic autonomy” from Washington. If he and 
Merz start on the difficult road to achieving this goal, you 
can be sure Trump and Rubio will suddenly rediscover the 
traditional US dislike for too much European independence.

Save Swansea’s Kilvey Hill 
from corporate land grab
SWANSEA COUNCIL is 
using £8-10 million of 
public money to enable 
Skyline, a multinational 
building company, to dig 
up wooded common land 
in a working class area. 

This is despite growing 
protests from the 
community and serious 
safety and environmental 
concerns.

Kilvey Hill overlooks a 
residential area of low 
income households, which 
was once an industrial 
heartland. 

The Hill was used as a 
waste dump, so beneath 
the soil lies toxic waste, 

multiple flooded mine 
shafts and unexploded 
bombs.   

This is where Skyline 
wishes to drill. 

The area has been 
stabilised for decades with 
tree planting and natural 
growth. It is now a 
designated quiet area of 
nature with many species. 

Over 60 local groups use 
it—from children’s groups 
to mental health support 
groups. People keep 
animals there and walk 
their dogs. 

Are Skyline’s profits 
more important? The Hill 
will be lost to people and 

nature. That is why people 
are angry. 

Escalate
Last week campaigners 
escalated their approach. 
They picketed and blocked 
the massive machinery 
from entering the hill. 
Protestors have already 
delayed the project for 
years.  

Around 75 protestors 
rallied at the council office 
this week with music, 
banners and leaflets. 

Unions should be part of 
this and be demanding 
proper use of public money 
to fund well paid jobs in 

work that Swansea needs. 
This could include flood 
defences, refurbishing of 
empty buildings into 
homes, public transport 
and making Swansea more 
accessible. 

An ill-publicised 
‘Consultation’ meeting was  
held during working hours, 
and petitions and letters 
have been ignored.

The people of Kilvey Hill 
and of Swansea deserve 
better than this. 

We should all join the 
campaign to save Kilvey 
Hill!

Heather Falconer
Swansea

Gamers in 
boss fight
IN OCTOBER last year, 
video game developers at 
Rockstar North were left 
out to dry after they were 
fired. 

Over 30 workers at 
Dundee, Lincoln and 
Vancouver, Canada, were 
fired on the grounds of 
“gross misconduct”. 

Rockstar and their 
parent company, Take 
Two, claimed the layoffs 
had nothing to do with 
recent unionising efforts. 

Rockstar claimed 
workers had “disclosed 
confidential information” 
on social media. This 
referred to a private chat 
workers had with members 
of their union to discuss 
their conditions and 
unionising progress.

Unionised
Workers had unionised 
with the IWGB union. They 
then led protests outside 
the Rockstar North office 
and Take-Two’s London 
and Paris offices.

Following this, Lord 
John Hendy, who 
represented the National 
Union of Mineworkers, 
offered his legal services to 
the workers. 

They’ve been fighting for 
interim support while the 
lengthier court proceedings 
develop. This wasn’t 
granted by a judge, leaving 
workers stranded without 
financial support.

Will Webster
Liverpool

Join the fight against 
job cuts in Swansea
SWANSEA university has 
threatened to cut 55 jobs 
to “make savings”. It 
intends to use 
compulsory redundancies 
to achieve this goal. 

All statements from the 
university fail to mention 
the impact this will have 
on lecturers who are at 
risk. 

Were it not for them, 
no students would be 
paying £9,000 a year and 
no research bodies would 
be funding them. 

A university is only a 
credible institution 
because of the academics 
it employs. Without them 
it is a pointless shell. 

In 2024, after a month 

of action, students won a 
commitment from the 
university to divest  
£5 million from Barclays 
bank. This action 
involved workers, union 
branches and students. 
We showed that we do 
not want our tuition fees 
supporting the genocide 
in Palestine.

They exemplified the 
power of a united front 
and the power that we as 
students hold. 

Now we make the call 
that we want our tuition 
fees to support our 
lecturers. 

Yma O Hyd!
 Fiona McCleary

Swansea

Kick Ratcliffe 
out of football
BILLIONAIRE SIR Jim 
Ratcliffe claims Britain 
has become “colonised by 
immigrants”.

This man lives in 
Monaco to avoid taxes. 
He received millions in 
subsides and then spent 
£1.25 billion buying a stake 
in Manchester United. 

United’s squad comes 
from 15 countries. Does 
racist Ratcliffe claim 
that Bryan Mbuemo is 
colonising the pitch? 

All football fans need to 
demand that racist Ratcliffe 
is kicked out of football. 

We won’t have the far 
right polluting our game.

Michael Holland
South London
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Food queues 
and blackouts 
as US tightens 
Cuba blockade 
The Cuban regime faces its biggest 
ever crisis, reports Liam Winning
DONALD TRUMP wants “regime 
change” in Cuba—and he is 
willing for people to die of 
hunger and disease for it.

Trump’s US administration 
declared Cuba an “unusual and 
extraordinary threat” on 29 January 
as part of its renewed push to  
dominate Latin America. 

It has tightened the US blockade 
to choke off the Caribbean island’s 
oil supplies to bring the Cuban 
regime to heel.

Queues for petrol stretch for 
miles and food is becoming scarce. 
The lights are out regularly as 
oil‑fired power stations are left too 
idle to preserve what remains of 
fuel supplies. 

Planes don’t have enough fuel to 
land anywhere. Tourism has plum‑
meted as hotels shut. The University 
of Havana has closed its doors and 
public transport in the capital has 
been out of action for several days. 

US imperialism is chiefly to 
blame for the humanitarian crisis 
in Cuba. 

Vital imports of oil to power 
Cuba have all but stopped after 
Trump’s intervention in Venezuela 
last month wiped out its most 
reliable trade ally. 

Capture 
And the capture of Venezuelan 
president Nicolas Maduro has 
warded off other Latin American 
states from helping Cuba. 

Trump has built up US Naval 
forces in the Caribbean which have 
also targeted Russian tankers.

The US imposed the blockade 
shortly after Fidel Castro’s guerilla 
fighters overthrew its ally, the 
brutal dictator Fulgencio Batista, 
in 1959.

The nationalist revolution was 
a blow to imperialism, which had 
turned Cuba into a playground for 
the rich and held back economic 
development. 

In 1961, Castro retrospectively 
declared that the revolution was 
“socialist” and aligned Cuba with 
the Soviet Union. 

He adopted its state capitalism 
model, where the ruling bureau‑
cracy presided over the economy as 
if it were one giant capitalist firm in 
competition with the West. 

The Castro regime had the  
support of large numbers of 

working class and poor Cubans. It 
held out against US imperialism, 
backed national liberation struggles 
in the Global South and improved 
health and education in the early 
years after the revolution. 

Today, there is little support for 
the Cuban regime as people just 
seek survive.

The heroism sustained by the 
Castro family has faded.  Fidel 
Castro is gone while his brother and 
successor, Raul, resigned as presi‑
dent in 2018.

Current president Miguel Diaz 
Canel has done little but impose 
austerity while the state capitalist 
bureaucrats remain in their Havana 
mansions.

As Cuban social ist  Frank 
Hernandez says, “The government 
has built up the image of being a 
gang of useless slogan repeaters, 
incapable of solving problems as 
basic as guaranteeing food.” 

The Cuban state has privatised 
large parts of the economy, lead‑
ing to large increases in prices. Last 
year, an increase of up to 800 per‑
cent in mobile phone rates led to 
protests at the University of Havana. 

As  hospi ta ls  and houses 
crumble,  the regime threw  
millions of dollars at the construction 
of luxury hotels for tourists. 

Even before Trump’s offensive, 
daily energy blackouts had become 
the norm. 

It is unclear what fate Cuba faces 
at this stage, with the regime being 
called to negotiate with Trump. 

Unlike Venezuela, Cuba lacks 
a viable alternative leader from 
within the regime. 

And figures in the Trump 
administration fear a collapse of the 
regime would lead to immigration 
to the US. 

Socialists must call for the defeat 
of US imperialism and demand the 
immediate lifting of sanctions. 

A victory for Trump would 
only strengthen the super rich, 
corporations and far right across 
Latin America. 

But that doesn’t mean holding 
up Cuba as a model of socialism.  
Large scale protests like the 11J 
movement of 2021 show how 
Cubans can revolt from below. 

Hope lies with working class 
Cubans fighting for their own 
interests.

IRAN 

Nuclear talks illuminate regional rivalries
by ARTHUR TOWNEND 

THE SECOND round of nuclear 
talks between the United States 
and Iran began on Monday as 
Donald Trump praised “regime 
change” as “the best thing that 
could happen”.

The talks highlight how the 
US and Israel want to reshape 
the region—despite tensions 
between the two states. They 
also show the deep crisis facing 
Iran’s regime.

They are the first since 
negotiations fell apart in April 
last year and the US and Israeli 
attacks on Iran in June. 

When the first round began 
on 6 February, Trump had 
three aims. He wanted to 
restrict Iran’s ballistic missile 
development, stop its nuclear 
programme and break its 
support for forces such as 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

Ballistic 
But the Iranian regime made 
clear its ballistic missile 
programme was off the table. 

Foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi on Monday said he was 
looking for “a fair and equitable 
deal”, not submission before 
threats”. 

This means the negotiations 
are over Iran’s civilian nuclear 
programme. The US and Israel 

have tried stop Iran’s uranium-
enrichment to curb its rise as a 
regional power. 

Israeli prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has pushed 
the lie that Iran is “months 
away” from developing nuclear 
weapons. But there is only 
one nuclear‑armed power that 
terrorises the region—Israel.

Ahead of the talks, Trump 
threatened military intervention 
if Iran didn’t negotiate. 

“Last time Iran decided that 
they were better off not making 
a deal, and they were hit with 
Midnight Hammer,” Trump said, 
referencing the US airstrikes on 
Iranian nuclear sites in June last 
year. “That did not work well for 
them. Hopefully this time they 
will be more reasonable and 
responsible.” 

Iran’s supreme leader Ali 
Khamenei said that would spark 
a regional war.

But the US watchdog, Israel, 
wants to derail any potential 
agreement. 

The crisis of Iran’s regime 
is also putting pressure on 
Araghchi to achieve a deal. 

The wave of protests that 
swept Iran in December and 
January were triggered by 
economic turmoil. If Iran struck 
a deal with the US, the lifting of 
sanctions could relieve some of 
the pressure it’s under. 

But a deal could undermine 
its position as a regional power 
further after two years that has 
seen Israel become ascendant in 
the region. 
A longer version is available on  
socialistworker.co.uk

MILLIONS OF people are without power in Cuba as the US stops its oil imports 	

Iran’s Supreme leader Ali Khamenei 
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T
HE STRENGTH of the 
strikes at the Arthur Terry 
Learning Partnership 
(ATLP) in the Midlands 
has led to a decisive 
victory. 

The academy trust, which controls  
24 schools, was forced to take the 
threat of 100 compulsory redundan-
cies off the table. 

And workers’ power forced the CEO, 
chief financial officer, chair of the trust, 
vice chair of the trust and chair of the 
finance committee to resign.

At ATLP, a staggering amount of the 
school’s fund was siphoned off to the 
trust to fund its own central services. 

But pressure from strikers has forced 
management to commit to restructuring 
the trust’s central spending. And  
it will meet regularly with union 
representatives to discuss policies.

Chris Denson is an NEU national 
executive member and teacher in the 
Midlands. 

He spoke to Socialist Worker about 
how workers organised to win.

How did the dispute come about?
CD: When we found out that job 
losses were being threatened by 
bosses, we said we would roll into 
action. 

We had only 12 union reps across 
the entire trust. Some schools had no 
representatives.

We set ourselves three weeks to 
become as organised as possible 
across the trust. 

We scheduled mass meetings across 

as many schools as we could. Within 
the space of two weeks we had over  
30 reps. 

Building for action had people 
flocking to the union. We started with 
430 members—now we’re at  
870 members.

Because of the speed at which 
people came to us to get organised, 
we realised that a trust-wide ballot 

was feasible. There was a huge 
amount of anger at those leading the 
trust.

We launched an indicative ballot on 
5 November. By 8am the next morning 
we had a 77 percent turnout across  
24 schools. 

We closed it a week early because 
we had over 90 percent turnout and 
launched a formal ballot at the start of 
December.

We got over 600 votes in favour of 
action and only 8 votes against strikes, 
which is really unheard of.

Why did the dispute win?
CD: We got organised by building 
leaders in every workplace. This is a 
blueprint for a method of organising 
that we should use in all our disputes.

We were bringing the reps together 
every few days and discussing what 
to do. We discussed leafletting, 
organising massive picket lines, 
different events and protests.

We pulled reps out of school for 
union training to push the idea that 
the union is about generating powerful 
union groups that can build workplace 
power.

We pushed picket lines massively. 
We said, the longer the picket, the 
shorter the strike. Some schools were 
close to each other and they decided 
themselves to organise a protest. One 
set did it and then others followed. 

It has fundamentally changed the 
way the people in those schools see 
what the union does.

It isn’t about looking to a general 

A LESSON IN
CLASSROOM 
STRUGGLE 
Two major school strike victories show the potential for 
working class people to fight back. Chris Denson and  
Jon Reddiford, NEU union members involved in the disputes in 
the Midlands and south west England, spoke to Thomas Foster   

secretary or a district secretary but 
having leaders in every workplace to 
coordinate with their members. So 
many are now fighting for change in 
their schools. 

In average meetings with Acas, the 
negotiating body, you go with one rep 
and one union official. With our Acas 
meeting, we took 15 reps in.

They were so effective in challenging 
the bosses that they asked us not to 
bring so many. The next meeting we 
brought 21 reps.

We shouldn’t underestimate the 
strength of our membership. I was 
guilty of this at the start.

At times in disputes a union official 
would go to a CEO saying you have 
to go. Here we had school workers 
standing up and saying you have to go.

Parents flocked to our cause because 
it was about defending the education 
of the children we teach. 

They came to picket lines, sent 
messages of support and even arranged 
their own demonstration in support 
of the strike. Parents were trying to 
organise a boycott.

The bosses saw that we had the trust 
of virtually the entire workforce and 
also the parents. They had no choice 
but to back down.

Were there any moments that 
stood out during the dispute?
CD: There was a new rep in a school 
that it had previously been hard to 
recruit members in. 

The night before the first strike day I 
got an email from her. I thought it might 

have been about some nervousness 
about the strike. 

It was a message asking if she could 
send an email to the headteacher 
threatening to escalate the strike if 
they brought in agency workers. There 
was no nervousness.

Another rep was stopping cars going 
into the car park during the picket line, 
to discuss the strike with them and 
persuade them to not enter. 

They received an email saying the 
leadership of the trust would come to 
the school to stop them from doing 
this. We told them to get lost. 

The leadership came down to ask 
them to stop, the rep told them no. 
Then they threatened to call the police 
and the rep said go on then. The police 
did nothing.

When people know their power 
and know they have the backing of 
the union, to go from having no reps 

to facing down those threats, is so 
moving.

What will happen next?
CD: We are going to utilise the power 
that we have built. This is not the end 
but the start of the process. 

We are having regular meetings in 
every school. We are meeting with the 
trust every week.

Whether it is absence policies or pay 
policies, we will use the power that we 
have got to put them right.

Already we are talking about 
how we can spread this into more 
academies. Our reps were speaking at 
a union meeting about this.

At the NEU conference our reps 
are going to deliver workshops about 
how to organise in academies. Having 
a particular outlook means you can 
drive things through. We don’t wait for 
action, we go out and fight for it.

Strikers forced out the CEO

Jon Reddiford 
teaches in south west 
England (top) Chris 
Denson teaches in the 
Midlands (above) They 
are both members of 
the NEU education 
union’s national 
executive committee 

Strikers from the 
ATLP academy trust 
in the Midlands 
brought their fight 
to the Department of 
Education in London 
last month (above) 
Strikers from the CST 
trust won years of back 
pay (above right) 

We pushed picket 
lines massively 
saying, ‘The longer 
the picket line, the 
shorter the strike’ 

‘‘ 

Teachers refused to cross 
support workers’ picket lines
UNOFFICIAL ACTION—and action 
in solidarity with others—can be 
decisive.

Hundreds of teachers refused to 
cross the picket lines of striking 
support workers at the Cathedral 
Schools Trust (CST), in south west 
England, last year. 

As a result of the strike, support 
workers won years of backpay.

Strikers were battling 
management over the local 
government pay deal. 

Once a deal has been agreed, the 
pay increase should be backdated 
to April. 

But CST had only been 
backdating pay to the start of 
the academic year—September—
meaning months of missed pay 
rises. 

Jon Reddiford, NEU union 
national executive member, spoke 
to Socialist Worker about the win.

JR: BOTH the NEU and Unison 
unions agreed to do a formal ballot 
of support workers. For the NEU we 
balloted each school individually. 

The NEU got a mandate to strike 
initially in six of the nine schools it 
balloted.

Unison got a mandate to ballot 
the entire employer, so it was pass 
or fail for the whole 12 schools. It  
passed. 

In October, we were able to notify 
the employer of the first round of 
strikes—two days in the first week 
of November and two days in the 
second.

Reps started reporting back to us 
that lots of teacher union members 
were saying that they were not going 
to cross picket lines.

That’s where the unofficial action 
came from. It was spontaneous. 

This was not something pushed 
by either me or by the Bristol NEU 
union secretary that I was working 
with. It came from the ground up.

Before the October half term, 
schools started to announce they 
were closing on the strike dates.

Headteachers were taking this 
decision because they could see 
a significant number of teachers 
would not be reporting to work.

What we saw in that first week in 
November was 123 union members, 
both NEU and Unison support 
workers, out on official action. 
Around 300 people refused to go to 
work on those two strike days. 

In that first week of strikes, a 
secondary school that didn’t pass the 
threshold initially for the NEU ballot, 
had a Unison picket line of one 
person and 60 NEU members. Both 
teachers and support staff refused 
to cross the picket line and shut the 
school down. That was the level of 
militancy on display.

In the second week of strikes, 
one of the primary schools that had 
completely shut in the first week 
decided to open to year six students 
in the second week.

Many year sixes refused to cross 
the picket line. The culture of 
combativity permeated down.

By the end of the second week, we 
met Acas, the negotiating body, and 
won the dispute. We only needed 
four days of action—although the 
employer had been notified about 
ten further days.

There is absolutely no doubt that 
it was the unofficial action that 
forced the schools to close. And it 
was the school closures that meant 
we won.

Massive 
It was the first multi-academy  
trust-wide support worker dispute in 
the NEU. It was a massive victory.

One issue that came up was the 
hardship fund. Unofficial strikers 
don’t get strike pay but we could see 
the impact that unofficial action was 
having.

So I emailed every branch 
secretary in the NEU, around 
200 of them, plus other branch 
officers, making an argument about 
donating.

I was not just asking if you 
support the support workers’ strike, 
but are you willing to give money to 
fund unofficial action?

That was the argument taken into 
every NEU branch in the country.

We raised over £21,000 for the 
hardship fund, mainly from other 
NEU branches. Decisions were taken 
quite explicitly across the union to 
support unofficial action.

We received two emails saying 
that we couldn’t use the hardship 
funds to support unofficial action 
under the rules.

But this wasn’t a consistent 
attitude, as elements of the 
bureaucracy actively supported the 
fund.

They were celebrating the victory 
alongside everyone else.

TRADE UNION TERMS 
lBallot: This sees union members vote on whether to strike and are required 
under law. They are a Tory invention from 1984, designed to make it harder to 
strike. Postal ballots were introduced as part of a swathe of anti-union measures, 
such as forcing unions to notify bosses of strike dates and time limits on strike 
mandates. 
lIndicative ballot: Many trade unions choose to hold a consultative or indicative 
ballot before a formal one to gauge the mood.  
lUnofficial action:  When workers walk out without a ballot or the official 
backing of their trade union leaders. 
lSecondary or solidarity action:  When workers strike in solidarity with 
another group of workers even though they aren’t directly affected (see right). 
This was officially banned by Margaret Thatcher in the 1980s, but workers have 
defied the law since. 
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But it didn’t mean the end 
of his career. He found a role 
for the European Commission, 
before having to resign for a 
third time when his friendship 
with the Russian billionaire 
Oleg Deripaska was exposed.

His last act as European 
Trade Commissioner had been 
to advocate for new trade 
rules that directly benefitted 
Deripaska. 

M a n d e l s o n  f o u n d e d 
lobbying firm Global Counsel 
to help multinational firms “get 
opportunities in politics”.

In the 2010s, Mandelson was 
instrumental in the witch-hunt 
against Jeremy Corbyn and said 
he would “work every day” to 
keep him out of office.

Mandelson’s laundry list is 
longer than most. But he is not 
unique. Since its inception, the 
Labour Party has sold out for 
power and connections to the 
rich.

Starmer brought Mandelson 
back into the fold to push 
through the rightwards shift 
of the party. In fact, Labour 
today is strikingly similar to the 
heyday of New Labour. 

Like Blair and Brown, 
Starmer is continuing the drive 
to privatise the NHS—most 
recently selling hoards of data 
to far right Peter Thiel’s Palantir. 

S
TA R M E R  h a s 
repeatedly talked 
about ruling in 
the  “nat iona l 
interest”, telling 
u s  t h a t  t h e 

working class and ruling class 
have the same interests. 

He cowers to US imperialism 
and pumps money into arms 
spending, echoing Blair’s full 
throttle commitment to war in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Starmer’s capitulations to 
the far right and defence of 
racism as “legitimate concerns” 
echo the way Brown cracked 
down on illegal immigration 
and promised “British jobs for 
British workers”. 

They both consider those on 
benefits as scroungers and an 
“underclass”, blaming society’s 
problems on being “soft on 
crime”.

Unlike New Labour however, 
Starmer is too constrained 
economically to make the same 
kind of reforms. 

Starmer’s Labour “rejects 
default progressive orthodoxies 
and the pieties of left wing 
virtue-signalling”. 

But he’s also left floundering 
as the crisis of the global world 
order deepens and the economy 
worsens.

This means Starmer can’t offer 

even the paltry reforms Blair and 
Brown did. This sees him shift 
even further right—pandering to 
racists and transphobes.

New Labour was swept into 
office by anger at Thatcher and 
Major and a desire for change. 
Starmer was also brought in by 
anger at the Tories. 

Both were determined to 
show that a Labour government 
could be a safe pair of hands for 
big business, the super-rich and 
the British state. 

For Starmer, this has meant 
attacking disabled people and 
single mothers and repressing 
the huge Palestine movement.

Starmer and chancellor 
Rachel Reeves brought in “fiscal 
rules”, which require Labour to 
cut net government debt as a 
share of the national economy 
by 2029-30.

These are wholly self-imposed 
and show that Labour is wedded 
to free market economics.

Starmer’s only strategy for 
delivering some reforms to 
Labour’s working class voters 
was through “growth” that 
never materialised.

“Petie” Mandelson’s latest 
crisis over his friendship with 
Epstein has sent Starmer’s 
government into free fall once 
again. 

Key figures across Labour 
are either implicated by ties to 
Mandelson or caught up in their 
own scandals. 

The crises are only growing 
and the rot is setting in deep 
within the Labour party.

Gordon Brown 
brought Peter 
Mandelson back 
into the heart 
of government 
(top) Starmer 
with the prince of 
darkness last year 
(above)

T
H E  J ef f rey 
Epstein files 
have exposed 
a sickening 
s y s t e m  o f  
abuse. Men 

treated everything, even 
the bodies of young 
women and girls, as a 
commodity to be bought 
and sold.

Peter Mandelson’s role in 
the scandal has deepened 
the crisis in the Labour Party 
and left prime minister Keir 
Starmer’s future in doubt. It 
is no longer a question of if 
he resigns, but when. 

But Mandelson is not an 
aberration. 

The revelations are a 
symptom of how the Labour 
Party compromises, sells out 
and goes through the gutter 
to cling onto power. 

Mandelson was one of the 
architects of New Labour 
in the 1990s, alongside fig-
ures such as Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown. They sought 
to drag the party even further 
to the right. 

Mandelson has been a 
central figure in the Labour 
Party since the 1980s. 
He became director of 
communications for Labour 
leader Neil Kinnock during 
the failed election campaign 
of 1987. 

Kinnock presented himself 
as an electable soft-left option 
who would deliver on social 
democratic reforms. 

In reality, Kinnock waged war 
on the left within Labour.

He led a purge of the far 
left group Militant and joined 
then prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher in calling for the arrest 
of Poll Tax rioters in 1990. 

This was all done in an 
attempt to prove that Labour 
could be a safe pair of hands for 
capitalism. 

Kinnock lost to Conservative 
John Major in 1992. The surprise 
result convinced Mandelson 
that the Labour Party had to 
shift even further to the right to 
succeed. 

This meant dumping even the 
party’s rhetorical commitment 
to class politics. 

The new leadership sought to 
transform Labour into a liberal, 
pro-capitalist party in the model 
of the Democrats in the United 
States. 

In 1994, Mandelson dumped 
his long-term ally, and heir to 
the Labour leadership Brown, 
to back Blair. He took credit for 
Blair’s landslide victory in 1997.

B
ETWEEN them, 
Mandelson and 
B l a i r  d e c i d e d 
that the party’s 
p rev i o u s  ro l e 
of representing 

trade unions and reflecting 
working class aspirations 
was too narrow. 

Clause 4 of the party’s 
constitution had called for 
common ownership of industry. 
Blair ditched even its vague 
promises to redistribute wealth. 

He said, socialism “is not 
about class or trade unions, 

or capitalism versus socialism. 
It is about a belief in working 
together.”

This was intended to send 
a signal that the Labour Party 
would be friendly to big business. 
Blair and his supporters said that 
regardless of class, we are all 
part of one nation and all have 
the same interests. 

Even so, the leaders of the 
bigger unions continued to back 
Labour. 

Blair said, on coming into 
office, “We are not reversing all 

the Conservative reforms.” 
His government continued 

Thatcher’s policies, embracing 
the market in the school system 
and cutting benefit payments to 
lone parents. 

They extended Major’s 
disastrous PFI scheme, which 
enabled private companies to 
cream off profits from the NHS. 

With Brown as chancellor, 
Labour gave the Bank of England 
independence,  removing 
any democratic control from 
economic decisions. 

L a b o u r  m i m i c k e d  a 
US-style free market, rapidly 
de-industrialised the country 
and relied on finance and 
business sector jobs to fill the 
gap.

New Labour’s economic policy 
was defined by privatisation and 
selling off the public sector.

In real i ty,  this  meant 
smearing the unemployed, 
slandering those on benefits 
and longer working hours for 
those in work. 

L
IKE Starmer today, 
New Labour pushed 
t h e  i d e a  t h a t 
slashing benefits 
would “encourage” 
people into work. 

They shared the idea that 
the majority of those on ben-
efits were “ too lazy to work”.

However, New Labour did 
bring in some reforms. 

It introduced the minimum 
wage in 1999 and set up Sure 
Start centres in the 2000s. 
These were “one stop shops”, 
committed to the idea that 
all children deserved a decent 
start in life. 

Labour was able to offer 
some reforms to working 
class people to keep them on 
side when the economy was 
growing. New Labour let the 
market rip, but used some of 
the proceeds to fund public 

services.
As Mandelson famously 

said, he was “intensely relaxed 
about people getting filthy rich 
as long as they pay their taxes”. 

New Labour also adopted a 
semi-liberal facade—offering 
reforms like civil partnerships 
for same sex couples—while 
continuing their rightward shift. 

As Mandelson’s latest scandal 
reveals, New Labour was also 
highly integrated into the ruling 
class under neoliberalism. 

Not just close with Epstein, 
Mandelson and Blair were close 
friends of right wing media 
mogul Rupert Murdoch—who 
went as far as to claim that he 
“virtually put him in office”.

Blair was entertained by 
publishing heiress Veronica 
Hearst, he dined with the 
R o t h s c h i l d  f a m i l y  a n d 
schmoozed with the chief 
executive of global investment 
bank Lehman Brothers.

M
a n d e l s o n 
has many a 
g re y  c l o u d 
hanging over 
his political 
career. 

Just five months after being 
appointed trade and industry 
secretary, he was forced to 
resign. It was revealed that he 
had failed to declare a personal 
loan of £373,000 from the 
paymaster general.

He was then appointed as 
secretary of state for Northern 
Ireland in 1999. 

By January 2001, he was 
again forced to resign. He had 
helped secure a British passport 
for Indian billionaire Srichand 
Hinduja in return for a donation 
of £1 million to the ailing 
Millennium Dome project.

LABOUR PARTY
THE ROT GOES 
TO THE TOP
As Labour is rocked by the scandal of Peter Mandelson’s 
links to Jeffrey Epstein, Frankie Murden looks at his role at 
the centre of the New Labour project

Labour wanted 
to prove it 
would be a safe 
pair of hands 
for capitalism

‘‘

TONY BLAIR and Gordon Brown dragged the Labour Party even further to the right

Millennium dome
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What do socialists mean by 
internationalism?

INTERNATIONALISM IS at the 
heart of revolutionary politics. 

The far right constantly 
rant about looking after 
“our own”. Mainstream 
parties promote the idea of 
the “national interest”. 

Yet many reject the 
idea that “the British” are 
superior and that “foreigners 
undermine our way of life”.

For Marxists, 
internationalism goes beyond 
embracing different cultures in 
workplaces and communities. 

The socialism of the 1830s 
and 1840s was imbued 
with universal brotherhood 
which transcended 
nationality and race. 

Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels developed these ideas. 

They argued that 
internationalism was not 
only a moral duty—it flowed 
from the capitalist system. 

Capitalism was driven 
beyond national borders 
to dominate the globe. 

In The Principles of 
Communism, Engels asked, 
“Will it be possible for this 
revolution to take place 
in one country alone?”

He answered, “No. By 
creating the world market, 
big industry has already 
brought all the peoples of 
the Earth into such close 
relation with one another 
that none is independent of 
what happens to the others.”

Capitalist expansion 
made internationalism both 
possible and necessary.

Liberation
Marx played a leading role in 
the First International, which 
emerged out of working 
class and national liberation 
struggles in the 1860s.

The civil war erupted in the 
United States in 1861. Slavery 
was at the heart of this bloody 
war. Thousands of Lancashire 
textile workers supported the 
British blockade of cotton 
produced in the slave states, 
even though it meant they 
were thrown out of work. 

For Marx, this international 
solidarity against slavery was 
a high point of the British 
working class movement.

Colonialism created 
barriers to international 
solidarity that had to be 

overcome for workers’ 
struggles to be successful. 

Workers would never 
win their own liberation if 
they could not break the 
chains of colonialism.  

The international tradition 
established by Marx and 
Engels was put to its most 
severe test in 1914. 

The parties of the 
Second International had 
made grand declarations 
against imperialist war. 

But when the great 
slaughter broke out in 
August 1914, most of their 
leaders supported “their 
own” ruling classes.

Polish revolutionary Rosa 
Luxemburg condemned 
the socialist leaders who 
replaced “Proletarians of 
all countries, unite!” with 
“Proletarians of all countries, 
cut each other’s throats!” 

Amid the horror of war 
in 1916 she wrote, “The 
bloody demons of hell will 
vanish only when workers 
in Germany and France, 
England and Russia finally 
awake from their stupor.”

They must “extend to each 
other a brotherly hand, and 
drown out the bestial chorus 
of imperialist warmongers 
with labour’s old and mighty 

battle cry—Proletarians 
of all lands, unite!”

Her prediction came true. 
Working class revolutions 
ended the slaughter and in 
Russia workers took power. 

The Bolshevik party 
argued that the creation of 
a socialist society in Russia 
depended on the revolution 
spreading abroad. And 
they wanted to encourage 
anti-imperialist revolts.

In March 1919, the 
Communist International, 
or Comintern, was 
founded in Moscow to 
globalise resistance.

Solidarity
The early years of the 
Comintern demonstrated 
the potential for solidarity 
between workers in 
imperialist countries 
and those oppressed 
by imperialism. 

This potential was 
extinguished when the 
Russian Revolution 
failed to spread. 

Joseph Stalin consolidated 
his power inside the 
Soviet Union under the 
disastrous slogan, “Socialism 
in one country”. 

Today, our leaders want us 
to identity with “our” nation 
and “our” culture against 
supposed external threats. 

But this is always contested 
by working class solidarity. 
When the dockers in Italy 
and Greece refused to 
handle arms bound for 
Israel, they were standing 
in a proud tradition. 

This shows the possibility—
and the necessity—of 
a global revolt against 
imperialism and capitalism.  

INTERNATIONALISM FLOWS from the capitalist system

Capitalism made 
internationalism 
both possible 
and necessary

‘‘ 

TEACH YOURSELF 
MARXISM
with Judy Cox 



ABERDEEN
Abuse, corruption and 
capitalism—What the 
Epstein files reveal 
about the system
Thu 26 Feb, 6pm	
Aberdeen Trade Union Council, 
22A Adelphi, AB11 5BL
BIRMINGHAM
The point is to 
change it—Marxism 
and philosophy	
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
281-634-5938
Warehouse Cafe, 
54 Allison St, B5 5TH
BOURNEMOUTH	
Labour meltdown—
Will Keir Starmer make 
it through 2026?
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm
462-087-4995
YMCA, 56 Westover Rd, 
BH1 2BS 
BRADFORD
Is fascism back? 
Understanding the far 
right in the 21st century
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
885-9187-7552 
Cafe Liza, Ground Floor, 
Grove Business Centre, 
Great Horton Road, 
BD7 1AH
BRIGHTON & HOVE	
Will Keir Starmer make 
it through 2026?
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
589-4176-7501
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF

CAMBRIDGE
Women and the far right
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm	
681-800-4408
Mill Road Community 
Centre, 6 Hazell St, 
CB1 2GN
CARDIFF
Labour meltdown—
Will Keir Starmer make 
it through 2026?
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm
512-655-3689 
Cardiff Meeting House, 
43 Charles St, CF10 2GB
CHESTERFIELD	
The Greens or Your 
Party—What kind of 
left do we need?
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
828-532-8731
The Hub, Low Pavement,  
S40 1PF
DERBY & NOTTINGHAM
The two souls of socialism—
What do we mean by 
socialism from below? 
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
354-874-4790
West End Community 
Centre, Mackworth Rd, 
DE22 3BL
DEVON & EXETER
The two souls of socialism—
What do we mean by 
socialism from below? 
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm	
865-2972-2883
Exeter Community Centre, 
17 St Davids Hill, 
EX3 4RG

DORSET
Labour meltdown—
Will Keir Starmer make 
it through 2026?
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
863-7941-3641 
Colliton Club, DT1 1XZ
DUDLEY
The Spanish revolution 
of 1936—What it can 
teach us today
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm	
869-514-7392
The Court House, 
30 New St, 
DY11LP
GLASGOW SOUTH 	
Capitalism and the 
politics of food
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
Roma Cultural Centre, 
43 Nithsdale St, 
G41 2PZ
HARLOW
Predators in power—
Epstein, sexual violence 
and the system
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm	
832-8746-7480 
The Mountsteven Room, 
Moot House, 
Harlow
CM20 3HB
HUDDERSFIELD	
Predators in power—
Epstein, sexual violence 
and the system
Wed 25 Feb, 6.30pm
428-926-9492 142857 
The Mission, Lord St,  
HD1 1QA

KENT 
Will the AI bubble burst? 
A Marxist analysis
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm	
434-623-8064 
Sunlight Centre,  
Richmond Rd, Gillingham, 
ME7 1LX
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Abuse, corruption and 
capitalism—What the 
Epstein files reveal 
about the system
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
992-204-9372 
Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Ln, 
LA1 1TX
LIVERPOOL
A world unravelling—
Why you should be 
a revolutionary
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
493-925-5919 
Arts Bar, 22 Hope St, 
L1 9BY
LONDON - HACKNEY	
Anarchism—A 
Marxist critique
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm	
Halkevi Centre, 
31 Dalston Ln, 
E8 3DF
LONDON - HARINGEY
The (so far) irresistible 
rise of Reform UK
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
459-388-1576 
St John Vianney Church, 
386 West Green Rd, 
N15 3QL

LONDON - NEWHAM
A world unravelling—
Why you should be 
a revolutionary
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
597-631-7124
Ithaca House, 
27 Romford Rd,  E15 4LJ
LONDON - SOUTH
Stalin, Mao, Lenin—
What is the real 
Marxist tradition?	
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm
875-0394-3576 283755
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd, SW2 1EP
LONDON - TOWER 
HAMLETS	
Capitalism and the 
politics of food
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
896-1690-8769 
The Cabin, St Margaret’s 
House, 21 Old Ford Rd, 
E2 9PL
LONDON - WALTHAM 
FOREST	
Can there be a revolution 
in Britain today?
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm	
543-023-057 
William Morris Centre, 
6-8 Greenleaf Rd, E17 6QQ
LONDON - WEST AND NW 
Why is the Palestine 
movement such a 
threat to the state?
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm 	
8338-542-9842 
Bay 20 Community Centre, 
71 St Marks Rd, W10 6JG 

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. 

We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 

We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.

To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

MANCHESTER
How to beat fascism—
Fighting the far right 
in the 21st century
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
Friends Meeting House,  
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Drowning in a sea of 
plastic—Disaster capitalism 
and climate change 
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
896-6481-2869 112559 
Newcastle Arts Centre, 
67 Westgate Rd, 
NE1 5SG
NORWICH & 
EAST ANGLIA	
Will Keir Starmer make 
it through 2026? 
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD 
Will Keir Starmer make 
it through 2026? 
Wed 25 Feb, 7.15pm
861-2001-6477
Michael Young Building, 
Manzil Way, OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Can there be a revolution 
in Britain today?
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm	
897-1685-8334
Quaker Meeting House, 
Hyde Park House, 
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH	
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm	
488-934-2809
Somerstown Community 
Centre, River St, 
Southsea, PO5 4PJ
SWANSEA
Race and class—Why 
capitalism needs racism
 Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm	
902-964-963
WOLVERHAMPTON, WALSALL 
& SOUTH STAFFS
Italy’s general strike 
for Palestine
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm
914-9548-131 
St Peters Cafe,  
Exchange St, WV1 1TS
YORK, SCARBOROUGH AND HULL
World in crisis—
Imperialism, Marxism 
and resistance	
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm
8274-897-492 
Clements Hall, Nunthorpe Rd, 
YO23 1BW

Socialist 
Workers Party 
meetings

Meetings are open to 
non-members of the 
SWP.

Some meetings are 
hybrid—on Zoom as 
well as in person. 

If your local meeting 
is a hybrid one, the 
meeting ID will be on 
this page. 

The password for 
all meetings (unless 
indicated otherwise) 
is 967537
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BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop 

A People’s History of 
the Anti Nazi League
By Geoff Brown 
 £12

Revolutions Thwarted 
Poland, South Africa, 
Iran, Brazil 
by John Rose, £12

Palestine, Imperialism, 
and the Struggle 
for Freedom
by Philip Marfleet, £10

Revisiting the General 
Strike of 1926
by Charlie Kimber and 
Judy Cox, £11

WHY WE NEED REVOLUTION TO WIN 
LGBT+ LIBERATION 

BRISTOL
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
St Pauls Learning Centre, 
94 Grosvenor Rd, 
St Pauls, BS2 8XJ

DUNDEE
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm	
894-2628-7708 
Dundee Volunteer and Voluntary 
Action,10 Constitution Rd, 
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Wed 25 Feb, 6.45pm
Southside Community Centre,
117 Nicolson St,
EH8 9ER

GLASGOW NORTH
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm	
Maryhill Central Halls, 
292-316 Maryhill Rd, 
G20 7YE

LEEDS
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 
2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD

LONDON - ISLINGTON 
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
Elizabeth House, 
2 Hurlock St, 
N5 1ED

LONDON - SOUTH EAST	
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm	
529-913-6390 
Deptford Lounge, 
9 Giffin St,  SE8 4RJ

SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm
St Mary’s Church, 
Bramall Ln, S2 4QZ

TIRED OF THE CULTURE WARS?

Socialist Worker 	   18 February 2026



‘Almost every Israeli town 
is built on Palestinian ruins’
Palestinian photojournalist Ahmad Al-Bazz from Nablus in the West Bank 
captures the legacy of the Nakba in his new book. He spoke to Jude Mckechnie
PHOTOJOURNALIST Ahmad 
Al-Bazz made it his personal  
mission to document the hundreds 
of Palestinian villages, towns 
and neighbourhoods ethnically 
cleansed in the Nakba of 1948. 

His work, documenting 500 
sites in historic Palestine, has 
recently been published in a new 
book. 

The Erasure of Palestine, with 
accompanying essays, explores 
the physical and psychological 
landscapes of disappearance.

Can you tell me about the project 
and how it began?
In 2020, I visited a depopulated 
village for the first time. After that 
I decided to start touring these lost 
places. It became a two year project 
which took on a new significance 
when I realised that the  
75th anniversary of the Nakba was 
coming up. 

My mother is from the 
depopulated town of Beisan in the 
Jordan Valley, which was erased 
from the map in 1948. 

Around half of Palestinians were 
forced to become refugees after 
Israeli colonisation and we’ve never 
been allowed to return. 

I think I set out with the aim to 
educate myself about the extent and 
the scale of the destruction caused to 
these villages and to the people who 
lived there. 

Nearly every Israeli town inside 
Israel’s official borders has been 
built on a Palestinian village that 
was erased. I travelled around 
the country for two years looking 
for what remained and visited  
500 historic villages. 

I found graveyards surrounded by 
electric fences, mosques that were 
being used to keep animals, and so 
many other forms of dispossession. 

The project was meant to 
emphasise that ethnic cleansing is the  
founding principle of Israel’s  
existence. It’s built on it. 

What were the challenges 
involved in reaching some of the 
500 destinations?
As a Palestinian who lives in the 
West Bank I have a Green ID, issued 
by both Israel’s defense ministry 
and the Palestinian Authority. 

That means I’m only allowed to 
travel around parts of the West Bank. 

But, because of a work contract 
for an NGO, I got a long-term 
permit from the Israeli military 
authorities to cross Israel’s 1948-67 
boundaries. That’s very rare.

But it wasn’t easy to document 
the villages even with a permit. 
You are not allowed to drive as a 
Palestinian to get places and there 

are multiple checkpoints that you 
have to go through. 

Many of these places are located 
far from anywhere too, so I spent a 
lot of time walking.

But it wasn’t just challenging in 
that sense. When you go to these 
villages, it hits you that the people 
who lived in these houses, in these 
villages, ended up living in refugee 
camps. Their families are living in 
refugee camps today.

The collective loss of the 
Palestinian people is immeasurable. 
And yet that is the totality of what 
we are now left with. The ruins of 

these villages speak to the absence 
of lives and futures that trace all the 
way back to 1948. 

What impact did documenting 
these villages have on your 
understanding of the Nakba? 
How does it relate to the ethnic 
cleansing that we’re witnessing 
today?
The whole point of the work is to 
connect the present with the past. 

What is Palestinian liberation, and 
what does that look like? 

A free Palestine will only be possible 
if we can address the injustice of the 

Nakba. Palestinians must have the 
right to return.

Documenting the villages, you 
see that the tactics used during the 
Nakba persist in the West Bank.

I exhibited these photographs in 
18 refugee camps in the West Bank 
in 2023. 

I wanted to prioritize reaching the 
refugees who were expelled from 
the towns in my photographs. But 
I also wanted to share them with 
young people who had never been 
to their ancestral villages, those 
confined in the West Bank barrier. 

I wanted to educate them and 
show them these places, to push 
back against an Israeli version 
of history that not only erased 
Palestinian society, but works to 
wipe out its memory. 

I want the photographs to be 
viewed not as just a documentation 
of the past but to be looked at to 
help understand what is happening 
today. 

The Nakba—the forcible transfer 
and displacement—that is what 
tens of thousands of Palestinians 
live with every day from the West 
Bank to Haifa. We are forced to live 
under Israeli military rule. 

The aim of the Zionist state 
now is the same aim as it’s always 
been—to create an exclusively 
Jewish state with as few Arabs 
living on the land as possible. 

But we are still here and so is our 
history.
The Erasure of Palestine by award-
winning photographer Ahmad 
Al-Bazz is available now 

THE REMAINS of the village of Bayyarat Hannun, near Tulkarm, in Palestine  

MUSIC
PASSPORT
Makongo
Available to stream 

GLASGOW collective 
Makongo launched their 
new album Passport at The 
Glad Cafe, Glasgow, last 
last month in partnership 
with Love Music Hate 
Racism.

Passport was born from 
the frightening rise of far 
right. Rooted in themes of 
migration and resistance, 
the album offers a 
charged response to racist 
scapegoating and violent 
nationalism, while insisting 
on solidarity and joy as 
political tools.

The evening kicked 
off with a set from Ace 
V!s!on, whose spoken‑word 
leaning performance 
hovers between rap and 
confession. Ace completely 
controls his audience. 

A difficult act to follow, 
but Soul Level Collective 
comes with pronounced 
energy. The multicultural 
collective brings the party, 
delivering spirit, unity 
and pure energy. Their set 

ended with an undeniable 
sense of togetherness that 
kept the crowd moving.

After, Makongo took 
to the stage. With ten 
members from seven 
countries, their diversity is 
immediate. 

The band delivers a 
fusion of sounds and 
genres—hip-hop meets 
funk, jazz, African rhythms 
and electronic textures.

Bigger, looser and more 
communal, Makongo 
embraces chants, 
encourages strangers to 
share the mic and breaks 
down the barrier between 
band and audience. 

It’s a real-time 
demonstration of how 
participation creates 
collective power.

Makongo’s set moves 
through extremes without 
settling. Rich and deeply 
human, the set laughs in 
the face of heavy themes 
without diluting their 
impact.

Performed live, Passport 
reflects the realities it 
speaks to—complex, 
chaotic and occasionally 
overwhelming. 

But it is underpinned by 
what Makongo offers—a 
vision of community built 
through shared struggle, 
movement and joy.
Emma Edwards

Makongo at The Glad Cafe

The ethnically cleansed village of al-Nabi Rubin near Ramla 
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Holiday chaos for 
London Museum
WORKERS AT the London 
Museum are set to strike on 
Thursday. On a 90 percent 
turnout, 88 percent of 
Prospect union members 
voted to strike in a dispute 
over pay.

They rejected an offer of a  
£420 lump sum payment and  
1 percent rise.

Strikes will disrupt the 
museum during the half term 
holidays. Action short of 
striking, including an overtime 
ban and refusal of voluntary 
duties, will start on Friday after 
the walkout.

No let-up for council 
in Brum bin strike
BIRMINGHAM BIN strikers 
are resolved to remain on the 
picket lines. The Unite union 
members now have a mandate 
to strike until September. 

The all-out strike began 
in response to Birmingham 
council’s brutal attacks on 
workers by cutting pay by up 
to £8,000 a year. 

The council tried all it could 
to crush the strike—and then 
ceased negotiations entirely 
last May.

With agency workers joining 
the strike, and the recent shut 
down of all three bin depots 
on the third mega picket, the 
council looks under pressure.

Workers unite over 
bullying managers
UNITE UNION members 
who work for the NEU union 
struck against a bullying 
management.  

In August 2025, Unite 
members raised issues 
around bullying managers 
and misogynistic behaviour. 
NEU management ignored 
the complaints, which caused 
staff to leave. Unite members 
struck on Monday and 
Tuesday last week. 

Poor pensions 
trigger strikes
OFFSHORE WORKERS are 
striking against a pension 
scheme cutting them out of 
thousands of pounds. 

Over 400 Unite union 
members employed by 
Bilfinger are set to strike 
on Thursday and Friday. 
Numerous companies will be 
affected. 

Bilfinger caps its pension 
scheme contributions—which 
means that some workers 
could be losing over £2,000 
a year. 

Transport strikes 
end in victory
THE STRIKES of over 200 
workers at Transport for 
Greater Manchester have won. 

All workers will get an 
increase of at least 3.2 percent 
backdated to April 2025, 
plus a £1,000 lump sum. For 
lower paid workers, wages will 
increase to £15.10. 

Workers have struck for 18 
days in total since October. 

IN BRIEF SCHOOLS

School strikers fight 
‘autocratic’ bosses
by THOMAS FOSTER

EDUCATION WORKERS at 
a school in east London 
are battling against an 
autocratic management 
that doesn’t listen.

NEU union members at 
Leytonstone School walked 
out for three days last week. 

O n e  t e a c h e r  s a i d , 
“Management isn’t listening 
and so we have to make the 
democratic decision to strike.

“They don’t listen to us. 
Our needs are not catered 
for. 

“ M a n a g e m e n t  d o n ’ t 
acknowledge us. They do 
their own thing. It is an auto-
cratic style. So we have to 
make a stand.”

Bosses have increased 
workloads and are pushing 
a cover policy that makes 
it even worse. “You can be 
put on cover and if you had  
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  
pre-planned the cover would 
override that pre-plan,” 
another striker said. 

“You can be put to cover 
for a lesson without being 
able to say, ‘I have been put 
on too many, do I have to go 
to this one?’”.

One NEU member told 
Socialist Worker, “We want 
solid policies and written 
commitments. 

“We have  work load 
issues, which is an issue in 
this school and nationally,  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e 
government wants to scrap a 
limit on directed time.”

Directed time is the 
hours that headteachers 
can instruct teachers to be 
available to work.

“We hope we can get what 
we want fast and that the 
strength of the union wins 
our demands rapidly,” she 
said.

Communication
Union reps have been asking 
for a meeting with the 
headteacher, but so far he’s 
saying he is too busy. 

“Communication has been 
brought up by members and 
it is exemplified by this now,” 
a striker said.

“People are collective and 
together. There is a strong 
showing on the picket line 
and not much is happen-
ing in the school today. We 
won’t budge until we get 
those wins.”

Bosses have claimed that 
they have made concessions 
to workers’ demands. 

But in real ity,  their 
“concession” is saying that 
they will address workers’ 

demands in a few months.
“We want things written 

down and jointly negotiated 
with the reps,” one union 
member said. “Until we 
have that joint agreement, 
management saying they 
will sort it out in the next few 
months won’t wash.”

Another teacher said 
they were striking over 
“communication—and the 
lack of it”. 

“We are not consulted 
or considered in how their  
decisions will affect us,” she 
said. “We should be con-
sulted on major changes that 
could impact our wellbeing.”

The teacher said that 
there is a lot of anger among 
the strikers and that some 
departments are impacted 
more than others. 

“Mine isn’t that affected 
but you support the majority 
because that is how the union 
works,” she said.

Trade unionists should 
raise solidarity for the strikers 
who are showing that there is 
power in the union.

Leytonstone strikers ‘won’t budge’

Unison women’s conference 
affirms trans+ solidarity
UNISON UNION’S annual 
women’s conference took 
place in Liverpool last 
weekend.

Andrea Egan, newly 
elected general secretary, 
opened the conference.

“Every lesson I’ve learned, 
every battle I’ve been at, has 
taught me one truth,” she 
said. “When working class 
women organise, nothing 
can stop us.” 

Unison represents around 
1.3 million workers, the 
majority of whom are low 
paid women. They have 
been hit particularly hard by 
austerity and sweeping cuts 
to public services. 

Women’s care 
responsibilities dominated 
the agenda. One motion 
called for the union to 
advocate for grandparents 
to have paid time off 
to help with childcare 
responsibilities. 

Two other motions 
called for greater support 
for black women with care 
responsibilities—both passed 
unanimously. 

Other motions committed 
to fighting to improve 
pay and conditions for 
women. There was a focus 
on maternity rights and 
reproductive rights—to 
make sure no woman is 
pushed out of work after 
pregnancy.

Attack 
Another key focus across the 
conference was organising 
against the attack on trans+ 
rights. 

“I want to be absolutely 
clear—I stand proudly and 
unequivocally in defence of 
LGBT+ rights. And I am a 

proud trans ally,” Egan said. 
“Equality is not negotiable.” 

Jenny Black, from the 
North Tyneside branch, 
spoke to the broader 
political climate following 
the Supreme Court ruling 
that stated “sex” under 
the Equality Act means 
“biological sex”. 

“We are debating this 
motion because the goal 
of the gender critical 
movement is to remove 
trans women like me from 
society,” she said.

A motion calling on 
Unison’s national women’s 
committee to work with self-
organised Black, disabled 
and LGBT+ groups passed 
unanimously. The aim is 
to produce clear, practical 
guidance for members who 
experience discrimination 
or harassment in their 
workplaces. 

Conference acknowledged 
that tackling gender 
inequality in the workplace 
means fighting sexism in 
wider society. It passed two 
motions committing the 
union to fighting to counter 
the far right’s influence. 

Delegates were also 
encouraged to join the 
Together alliance march 
against the far right in 
London on 28 March.
Jude Mckechnie

UNISON

Labour ‘devoid of purpose’ says Graham
KEIR STARMER’S betrayals 
of the working class 
mean he’s losing support 
everywhere—including from 
the trade union bureaucracy. 

Unite union general 
secretary Sharon Graham 
minced no words in the 
Financial Times when she 
wrote that Labour has 
“become rootless and devoid 
of purpose”.  

Labour has a historic 
relationship to the trade 
union leadership—but that’s 
breaking down. 

“The shame and shambles 
of recent weeks, coupled 
with the lack of change 
over the past 18 months”, 
Graham writes, shows 
Labour’s “ideals have been 
corrupted, most likely 
irretrievably”.  

“It’s a family heirloom 
that no one really wants to 
keep.” 

Graham said the Peter 

Mandelson affair shows 
how Labour “stands with 
the elites in Britain and 
beyond”. 

And she attacked 
Labour’s economic failures. 
“Rachel Reeves’ Budget 
spoke volumes. No vision. 
It delivered for the bond 
markets and once again 
for the bankers, while 
increasing stealth taxes for 
millions of workers.”

Graham threatened 
that “trade unions will 
chart their own course”. 
Next year, Unite members 
could potentially vote to 
disaffiliate from Labour at 
the union’s conference. That 

would be a historic blow.  
This breakdown is not just 

restricted to Unite. Christina 
McAnea was ousted as 
Unison leader by Andrea 
Egan.  

Unison members booting 
out a core Starmer ally in 
the trade union movement 
is evidence enough in itself. 
But Labour is also bleeding 
out in the voting booths, 
from Caerphilly in October 
to the upcoming Gorton and 
Denton by-election.  

The trade union 
bureaucracy is compelled 
to compromise, whether 
its with bosses or the 
government. Sometimes 
it sells out its own 
members, other times it 
tries to extinguish workers’ 
fightbacks.  

But Labour isn’t just 
“devoid of purpose”—it’s a 
detriment to the working 
class.  

UNITE

Health workers fight for pay
SECOND STEP mental 
health workers in Bristol 
and the south west have 
escalated their action, 
beginning a nine-day strike 
on Tuesday. 

This will be the third 
round of strikes since 
workers walked out in 
January in a dispute over 
pay.

Second Step charity 
bosses imposed a  
2.5 percent pay increase. 
But the strikers are 
demanding an increase of 
at least 5 percent. 

They also want union 
recognition after bosses 
refused to discuss pay with 
Unison union reps.

Bosses say that a proper 
pay rise would put the 
service at “unacceptable 
risk” given its financial 
situation.

But why should workers 
bear the brunt of a 
chronically underfunded 
NHS?

The Unison members 
provide essential NHS 
services across the 

community for people 
experiencing mental 
distress and yet cannot 
afford to make ends meet. 

Workers love their job 
and know the value of the 
work they do. 

But goodwill doesn’t pay 
the bills.

n Theatre assistants at 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals 
NHS trust in West Yorkshire, 
began a five-day strike on 
Monday. 

The Unison union 
members struck for five 
days last month and for two 
days in December. 

Workers are on the 
lowest grade in the NHS. 

But they collect samples, 
sterilise equipment and 
insert cannulas—all tasks 
usually allocated to workers 
in higher pay bands. 

Workers rightly want 
pay that reflects the roles 
they perform. And they are 
determined to secure the 
money they are owed. 
nGo to tinyurl.com/LeeNTr for 
picket line details

At the Unison conference

Sharon Graham 
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University workers are 
showing their strength
by CAMILLA ROYLE

UNIVERSITY workers are 
striking back over pay, 
pensions and job cuts. 

At the University of Essex, 
UCU union members were on 
strike last week over plans to 
slash 400 jobs and close the 
Southend campus. 

A student at Southend 
said,  “When we heard 
about it closing down, I was 
absolutely devastated.”

At Northumbria University 
in Newcastle, ten days of 
strikes continue this Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
and the first week of March. 

Bosses are trying to shift 
workers off the TPS pension 
scheme to avoid paying higher 
employer contributions. If 
workers refuse to change 
their pension, they face 
having their pay frozen.

U C U  b r a n c h  c h a i r 
Adam Hansen said, “Our 
management wants to steal 
our pay, or steal our pensions 
and that is not acceptable. 

“The only thing that’s 
going to make management 
sit up and listen is if we come 
together on the picket lines.”

Southampton So lent 
University UCU members 
struck last week and on 
Tuesday against pension 
theft.

Branch president Steve 
Desmond told Socialist 
Worker that people “are really 

enraged with management” 
after a proposal to transfer 
them to  a  subs id iary 
company, Solent University 
Services Ltd.

The UCU estimates it 
would leave workers up to 
£10,000 worse off per year 
in retirement.

Unfair
Meanwhile, EIS-ULA union 
members at Edinburgh 
Napier University are in the 
middle of ten days of strikes 
to demand bosses rule out 
compulsory redundancies.

Branch secretary Nick 
Cimini said, “These job cuts 

are totally unnecessary and 
unfair.”

UCU members at the 
University of Sheff ield 
International College (Usic) 
are on strike this Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday and 
next Tuesday and Thursday. 

The workers successfully 
fought back and prevented 
redundancies last year. 

They are striking because 
they haven’t received a pay 
rise due last September and 
to demand an end to zero 
hours contracts. 

At Imperial College in 
London,  three campus 
unions—UCU, Unite and 

Unison—joined picket lines 
over pay last week. They 
struck again this Monday 
and are set to walk out next 
Tuesday. 

UCU branch secretary 
Roddy Slorach told Socialist 
Worker that management had 
attempted to bully workers 
into rescheduling classes hit 
by strikes. In response, UCU 
members organised strikes to 
impact teaching.

He said, “The campaign 
has won the support of 
Imperial’s student union.

“All three unions are now 
consulting on a reballot to 
renew the strike mandate.”

UNIVERSITIES

SOLENT UNIVERSITY workers on strike in Southampton�

UNITE

Unite fight victimisation from UCU union
EMPLOYEES OF the UCU 
union are on strike over the 
victimisation of workplace 
health and safety rep Marie 
Monaghan. 

The Unite members are 
set to continue action until 
Friday and are reballoting. 
They are in a long running 
battle over what they say is 
a toxic culture at the UCU. 

They held a lunchtime 
rally at the union’s London 
headquarters last Thursday. 

Unite branch chair Gareth 
Brown told Socialist Worker, 
“This is part of a broader 
dispute.

“We hope the employer 
will see sense. If they don’t, 
we will come out on strike 
again.” 

Marie told the rally, “This 
is bigger than me. When 
an employer feels they can 
victimise a safety rep, it 
makes us feel we have to 

ignore hazards and put up 
with bad practice. When the 
employer is a trade union, it 
makes it worse.”

Many UCU members 
support the Unite strikers, 
despite the disruption to 
their own disputes. It makes 
it harder for UCU members 
to fight the bosses when 
their own union mistreats 
its lowest paid workers. 

UCU member Deepa said, 
“We are with you in your 
struggle. We are appalled 
by the way this union is 
behaving.”

Last weekend, several 
UCU members were 
prevented from discussing 
motions in support of the 
Unite members at regional 
meetings. 

In the north west region, a 
UCU official ended a Teams 
online call after saying that 
members had no right to 
discuss this issue. An East 
Midlands regional officer 
threatened to do the same

At the UCU Scottish 
executive meeting, a 
member was also prevented 
from proposing a motion on 
the dispute. 

The UCU should stop this 
undemocratic behaviour and 
allow members to discuss 
the issue.

College 
workers fight 
low pay   
UCU UNION members at 
Truro and Penwith College, 
Cornwall, are set to strike 
next Monday in a battle over 
pay and workloads. 

The workers were on 
strike last month as part of 
England‑wide action that 
involved 17 colleges. 

Some UCU branches won 
deals of up to 7 percent and 
pulled out of the dispute. 

But at Truro and Penwith, 
bosses insist they can only 
afford 2 percent. This is a 
real-terms pay cut despite 
the college being forecast to 
make a surplus. 

A mass redundancy 
programme last year has also 
seen workloads rise. Workers 
don’t have enough time to 
properly prepare teaching 
and assess students’ work. 

Members take general sec 
to watchdog over election
THERE IS fresh controversy 
surrounding the general 
secretary of the UCU 
education union. 

The validity of her election 
has been called into question 
and her comments about 
wanting to “rid the union” of 
the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP) have been revealed. 

Jo Grady was returned as 
general secretary in March 
2024 with 7,758 votes using 
a single transferable vote 
system. 

That’s just 182 more votes 
than her nearest rival Ewan 
McGaughey after votes 
were transferred. The other 
candidates were Vicky Blake 
and Saira Weiner. 

McGaughey and Blake 
are now taking a case to the 
Certification Officer watchdog. 

They allege that Grady 
improperly used UCU 
resources to benefit her 
election campaign. They 
say the election should be 
declared void and run again. 

All general secretary 
candidates are meant to have 
a level playing field during 
the campaign, with each 
candidate being given an 
equal opportunity to make 
their case. 

McGaughey and Blake 
say that Grady recorded a 
campaign video on union 
premises and that she 
made use of a professional 
videographer who was also 
employed by the union. 

Campaign
She also appeared at union 
events and sent additional 
emails to all union members 
with her name on them. 

The union’s social media 
account shared posts from 
Grady’s personal social 
media during the campaign. 
This will have driven traffic 
towards her personal account 
where people could see her 
campaign material. 

McGaughey said it “means 
members see much more of 
one candidate than any other”.

Grady and her supporters 
say this was not campaigning. 
It was part of her day to day 
activities in her job role. 

She said her aim was to 
inform members of what the 

union is doing, rather than 
promote herself. 

She said, “These are 
entirely legitimate things for a 
good leader to be doing.”

In the lead-up to the 
hearing, posts by Grady in a 
WhatsApp group with three 
senior managers of the union 
were made public. 

In January 2023 Grady 
posted in the group, “Every 
single decision we make/thing 
we do has to be seen through 
the lens of 1. Win dispute, 2. 
Re-elect GS, 3. Rid union of 
SWP.” 

Another post said, “We will 
destroy them”, referring to the 
SWP. 

In the hearing she doubled 
down on this line. She claimed 
that the SWP attempted 
“to drag the membership 
into indefinite action” in an 
industrial dispute then taking 
place in universities. 

She said the SWP tries 
“to control the union” and 
“destroy what they can’t 
control”. 

McGaughey asked whether 
in the phrase, “we will destroy 
them”, “they” are union 
members. Grady agreed “they 
are” union members. She 
explained that she didn’t mean 
all members, just the SWP. 

SWP members active in 
UCU now know what the 
union’s leaders say about 
them behind closed doors. 

Many will have put 
countless hours of work 
into building the union, 
representing members and 
leading industrial battles. SWP 
members have been central to 
successful strikes. 

The SWP wants the union 
to succeed, not to destroy it. 

The hearing is set to 
continue at a date yet to be 
agreed. 

UCU EDUCATION UNION

Jo Grady

Unite at UCU

FURTHER EDUCATION

Workers demand better 
than insulting offer
UNISON UNION members 
at the University of 
Bristol and Manchester 
Metropolitan University 
struck for three days last 
week. They are demanding 
bosses improve on a 
1.4 percent pay insult.

Bristol striker George 
told Socialist Worker, “I’ve 
worked at the university 
for five years. 

“I’ve just witnessed 

everything be stripped 
away.

“It’s impossible for 
me to find any kind of 
progression. I’ve gone 
from an apprentice wage 
to about £27,500 a year. 
It’s really not gone up that 
much.

“The amount of work 
I’ve done and the different 
departments I’ve been in, 
it’s shocking.”
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RESISTANCE FORCES 
TRUMP TO RETREAT

PROTESTERS 
march during 
an ‘Ice Out’ 
general strike in 
Minneapolis on  
23 January

WHEN IMMIGRATION and 
Customs Enforcement (Ice) 
thugs invaded Minneapolis,  
last month, Donald Trump, 
the state and the far right 
seemed all-powerful. 

The invasion saw Ice murder 
Renee Good and Alex Pretti, 
round up thousands—and  
terrorise thousands more.

But, even in the face of such 
odds, Trump has been forced 
to withdraw his Ice thugs from 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Trump’s “Border tsar” Tom 
Homan last week said that 
Operation Metro Surge is 
ending in Minneapolis.

If they thought this would 
defuse the protests, they will 
be very disappointed. Activists, 
trade unions and migrant 
groups know they can win more 
if they keep fighting. 

Leo, a university student 
from Minneapolis, spoke for 
many when he told Socialist 
Worker, “I think it’s great. 
But we also can’t let the  
community we built, the energy 
we have and everything our city 
has built go to waste. 

Energy
“ T h a t ’ s  k i n d  o f  w h a t  
happened around Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) in 2020. There 
was so much energy in Min-
nesota and so many calls for  
defunding the police. But the 
police budget has only gone up 
since then. 

“People in the circles I’m in 
want to focus on how we can 
build on this and keep people 
involved. 

“ H o w  t o  k e e p  t h e  
average everyday person active 
and how they can build among 
their co-workers and build 
stronger unions. We also can’t 
trust this administration—they 
do lie a lot.”

He added, “Ice is going 
r o u n d  b u y i n g  u p  o l d  
warehouses to turn into  
concentration camps. The 
camps that they plan on  
building have 50-60 people in a 
room lying in their own shit and 
piss. It’s abhorrent. 

“They will definitely expand 
into other states. People here 
are trying to coordinate with 

people that they know in other 
states and build the kinds of 
organising we have here in 
other places. 

“For example, we don’t need 
any more whistles–everyone 
has a whistle in every pocket–
so the people who make them 
are shipping them out to other 
places. 

“I plan on going to the 

Minnesota Migrant Rights 
Action Committee (Mirac) 
protest tomorrow. There is 
also a talk discussing the link 
between what is happening in 
Palestine and our own struggle 
to not be occupied by our own 
government.

“ I t ’ s  not  the end by  
any means.”

M i r a c  o r g a n i s e d  a 

demonstration last Sunday. It 
said, “We won this battle only 
because we fought day in and 
day out and did not let up  
the pressure!

“But we have not yet won 
the war—and we cannot stop 
the pressure now. We must 
continue our fierce struggle 
against these racist attacks 
on immigrants.Stay in the 

streets to demand—Ice out,  
no compromises, no more 
deportations, legalisation for 
all.”  

Tens of  thousands of 
people took part in mass  
resistance to Trump’s invasion 
of Minneapolis. 

Resistance
They took part in networks to 
resist raids in neighbourhoods 
and provided support for those 
afraid to leave their homes. 

They surrounded hotels 
housing Ice agents and banged 
pots  to stop them from sleeping.

The networks were built 
through previous waves of 
resistance, such as the BLM 
movement in the wake of 
George Floyd’s murder in 2020. 

The “economic shutdown” 
on 23 January was a decisive 
point in the resistance. Why? 
Because there was a glimpse 
of the working class in the US 
entering the stage.

Labor Notes magazine 
said, “Almost a quarter of 
Minnesotans say they took part 
in what organisers called ‘a day 
of no work, no shopping, no 
school’ on 23 January.” 

On the day Christa Sarrack, 
president of Unite Here, a union 
that represents 6,000 hospitality 
workers, said it may have seen 
the largest workers’ action ever 
seen in the state.

Union leaders did not offi-
cially call strikes. The day 
saw workers voluntarily not 
go into work and community  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  p r e s s u r e  
businesses to shut for the day. 

The Graduate Labor Union 
at the University of Minnesota, 
for example, advised its 4,000 
members not to go to work.

But there was an enthusiasm 
from below and union leaders in 
Minnesota felt under pressure to 
back the call for the shutdown.

The key task is trying to 
deepen the potential that the 
shutdown showed through 
national strikes across the US. 

Trump’s regime can be 
beaten by mobilising the social 
power of workers through 
strikes to shut down the 
system and disrupt the state’s  
repressive institutions.

We won this 
battle only 
because we 
fought day in 
and day out 
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