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Socialists in Cyruemand RAF bases there are cosed immediately

MARCOS ECONOMOU, from
Cypriot anti-capitalist group
Anatropi, told Socialist
Worker, “British bases here
were used almost daily
during the Gaza genocide .

“But the Greek Cyprus
government lied about that.
Everybody knew that the bases
were part of the war then. And
now, they are openly being used
in aid of the US war in Iran.

“People here are mobilising
against both our government
and the presence of British bases
here. Our slogans are not simply,
‘British bases out of Cyprus.’

We also say to the West,

‘Don’t use Cyprus as a launch
pad for your war’.”

US-Israeli bombs bring
chaos PLUS Iranian workers’
resistance >>Pages 4&5
and 10&11

ANTI-RACISM
Why we're joining
the Together demo

THE TOGETHER alliance
against the far right is aiming
for a massive display of
anti-racist unity in central
London on Saturday 28 March.

Thomas Foster spoke to
people across Britain about
why they’re coming.

“The far right won’t be
stopped by a silent majority
hoping it will go away—we
need to step up and have our
day.”

>>Pages 2&3

PALESTINE

Demand Justice
for Kwabena

KWABENA DEVONISH is a
Palestine campaigner from
Cardiff in South Wales.

She is facing trial under
anti-terrorism laws for
a speech at a Palestine
solidarity demonstration in
November 2023. Her trial is
set to begin next Monday.

Kwabena spoke to
Socialist Worker about the
reasons why the state is
targeting activists and the
threat the resistance poses
to those in power.

>>Page 16
—

THEORY

The limits to
American power

IT IS all too easy to be
terrified by US imperialism
and feel impotent in the
face of its power. But the
history of US imperialism is
not simply one of victories.
Judy Cox and Camilla
Royle explain why Donald
Trump is rubbing against
the limits of US power both
domestically and abroad.

>>Pages 8&9
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The Together alliance against the far right

is aiming for a massive display of anti-racist
unity in central London on Saturday 28
March. Thomas Foster spoke to people
across Britain—from first timers to organised
anti-racists—about why they’re coming

Suwaba_l
Domestic abuse
worker, Wales

The demonstration is a good
opportunity for people who
are angry at Reform UK and
its divisive politics to come
together and show that there
are more of us than them.

We have seen a link
between the far right
in Britain and Israel’s
government. We see Tommy
Robinson be invited by Israel
to visit.

We have seen the
normalisation of the killing of
Palestinians and the racism
that the Israeli government
pushes to justify the
genocide.

These aren’t two separate
issues. It is really important
that those angry about
genocide understand that
fundamentally this links
to racism. We need to
argue that coming along
to Together is a good way
of showing solidarity with
Palestine and that we won’t
allow Reform UK to divide
people in this country.

I went to the counter-
protest against Tommy
Robinson on 13 September.
I had people tell me not to
go as I am a visibly Muslim
woman. People were
terrified about coming out.

But this demonstration
is not a counter-demo. It
is a perfect opportunity to
meet others who are also
angry and talk about how
we can build a movement for
Palestine, for anti-racism and
show solidarity with trans+
people. We, as the left, need
to link all the fights together.

For those scared on
13 September, we can come
out to show our anger and
feel comfortable to come out
and protest.

Dave
North Devon
campaigner

People are coming to
the Together alliance
demonstration

that we haven’t

seen before. It isn’t
just the same old
people—it is newer,
younger faces.

There is an appetite
and deepening of
anti-racist
organisation.

Alison
Women Against

The Far Right,
Manchester

I’m supporting the
Together alliance because
| know unity will lead

to an improvement of
women'’s rights. Division
has never helped women.

The far right claims,
both on the streets
and in parliament with
Reform UK, that it is
concerned about violence
against women and girls.
But these arguments
quickly fall apart.

We know from the
statistics that 80 percent
of women killed are
killed in their homes. And
90 percent are killed by
people they know.

What we know from the
data is people are being
killed by their loved ones,
friends and ex-partners.

I went to the Barnstaple
Islamic Cultural Centre
to talk about the
demonstration and I was
very well received.

They are understandably
worried about the political
climate. People are
watching the political
landscape shifting. There
is a cumulative effect of
Labour’s hardline anti-
immigration policies and
Keir Starmer’s “island of
strangers” speech.

We are putting on
a 53 seat coach for
transport to the
demonstration,

and there is
the possibility
of a second.
We have raised
a considerable
amount of money
through

QUETCHT NN CTEIEIE N donations,

The far right says it
cares about women,
but it is only concerned
with “strangers”. It is
ignoring 90 percent of
perpetrators, who are the
people that women sit
next to in the pub, their
friends.

If they cared about
women, they would care
about that. When it
comes to getting justice
in the courts, you are
pushing us backwards
with a rhetoric that it is
about strangers. You are
putting women at risk.

Anyone who has
been on a counter-
protest outside hotels
housing asylum seekers
knows that the far right
supporters constantly
attack women.

What benefits
women is unity and
conversations about
the facts. Scapegoating
migrants and refugees
is about a racist agenda,
not women.

both from unions and
individuals.

We want as many people
to come as possible.

Anita
Library worker,
Hull

Immigration is becoming
increasingly polarised and
the media is amplifying
this. Reform UK and fascist
groups are huge. They are
growing.

The far right won’t be
stopped by a silent majority
hoping it will go away—we
need to step up and have our
day.

There are those who want
to get on with their life and
hope that Reform UK doesn’t
get in. Anyone who is not far
right—it is time to step up

Alison from Manchester

Suwaba from (Erdiff
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WHY WE'RE
OMING TO
LONDONTO
DRIVE BACK
RACISM




Dave from Devon
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Michael from London

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

Socialist Worker 11 March 2026

and make some change.

It is only through action sam
and organisation, with
peoplegcorning together in D un dee
great numbers, that we can
defeat the far right. We need a mass

I have colleagues coming demonstration of our
from work who would not own that isn’t just a
ordinarily be involved in counter-protest but takes
these things. I know eight the offensive rather than
people, my friends and defensive.
colleagues, who have never It is a demonstration
been on any demonstration like we haven’t seen in
and are joining our coach. a long time. So many

They have not been on people are backing it

this sort of thing before but
they recognise that together
we can be united. They have
booked time off work and are
travelling down and staying
overnight because they feel
that division is wrong.

There are people who I
have approached who have
never been before who say
they want to come.

Daniel Kebede,
NEU union
general secretary

We need to make 28 March
massive. It’s great to see
such a broad alliance.

But when you look at
Reform UK pledging to
bring a force like Ice in the
United States to Britain, the
Together demonstration
has to be the start of
something bigger.

The union bloc needs to
be huge, with workers front
and centre saying they’re
opposed to the far right.

Venice
Student,
central London

I am from the US and
unfortunately fear is a big
motivator for my recent
action with the Together
alliance.

Although I'm not there,
the things I hear about
the general climate there
from friends and family is
heartbreaking. It is quite
scary.

Ice raids are very
prevalent in my city,
Portland, Maine—they
will pull over anyone
who is a person of
colour.

It makes me
fear for the US.

But I apply this to
Britain. Now that
I'm here and
learning about
British politics
and realising

that there is just
as much of a

because they know we
need something to shift
the mood in the streets
and in politics.

It could be a historic
demonstration.

The SUTR Dundee
plan is to travel from
4am from Dundee to
Edinburgh to catch a
train at 6.30am.

I’'ve been talking to
people | know to get
them to signh up. I've
distributed leaflets and
stickers. I've had chats
with people who haven’'t
been involved in national
demonstrations in
London before.

Often people aren’t
keen on making that
trip. But | do think
people recognise
that the demo can be
something different.

far right here.

I'm scared of the prospect
of an intense anti-migrant
action. I'm scared that Ice
could develop here too. Now
more than ever is a time to
organise. We need to show as
anti-racists that we are louder
than the loud minority.

It is my first anti-racist
demonstration. If you are
against racism, that is all you
need to join. If you aren’t a
racist, come march with us.

Michael
Holland
Teacher,
South London

The rise of the far right
has been exacerbated
by the rhetoric of the
mainstream parties.
Instead of challenging
the racism of the
far right, they have
contributed to it.

g
As a teacher of

primary school
children, I see
the effects
on a weekly
basis.
They talk
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Activists are trying to
travel from Inverness,
which is even further
north, to make it. Those
are people who haven’t
been on a national
demonstration before.

I hope that the demo
will demoralise the far
right. If we put hundreds
of thousands on the
streets, it shows that we
don’t want the far right’s
politics in everyday life.

It is especially
important in the run-
up to the Scottish
parliament and local
council elections in May.

I hope it will give
people the confidence
to get organised in local
anti-racist groups and
in the campaign against
the far right.

anxieties, about racism—
I’'m in a primary school
with children who are
aware of the outside world
and feel fearful about it.

We have the power to
stop the far right, but it
is about organisation. We
have our unions and we
need to get them organised
so we can prove we are the
majority.

Union reps have gone
into schools with pledge
sheets to sign up for the
march. As an officer of
Lambeth NEU, I’'ve been
trying to speak to all
staff members about the
demonstration.

We are getting NEU
members to join leafleting
sessions organised across
south London. As the NEU
we are working with other
unions so that they get
leaflets and leaflet their
own workplace.

Go to togetheralliance.
org.uk/march to book
you coach and find
protest details

PO Box 74955

_ London

E16 OEJ
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Iran ablaze
as US-Israeli
bombs bring

chaos and

bloodshed

b; ARTHURTOWNEND

THE UNITED States and Israeli
bombardment of Iran had killed
over 1,350 people as Socialist
Worker went to press on
Tuesday.

Iran’s capital city, Tehran, may
soon be inundated with toxic rain,
which could cause chemical burns and
lung damage, after Israel struck oil
facilities over the weekend.

The US-Israeli attacks have
plunged the region into chaos, with
Iran’s retaliation targeting Israel
and nine other countries holding US
military bases.

“In attacks like this, it is always
the people who suffer the most,”
Iranian activist Somaye told Socialist
Worker.

“The US and Israel have already
bombed residential areas heavily—
the immediate effect is that people
are going to be killed, deliberately
and as collateral damage.”

The war has triggered shockwaves
across the global economy, especially
oil prices. Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) has continued
its closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
through which around 20 percent of
global oil and gas flows.

Closed

Qatari oil refineries remain closed,
and energy minister Saad al-Kaabi
warned last weekend that oil exports
from the Gulf region could come to
a halt “within weeks”.

As a result, oil prices have jumped
over 20 percent last Sunday, at one
point topping $114 a barrel.

A spokesperson for IRGC
threatened, “If you can tolerate oil at
more than $200 per barrel, continue
this game.”

Donald Trump brushed aside any
concerns, declaring that prices will
“drop rapidly when the destruction
of the Iran nuclear threat is over”.

Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei said
that the US’s interest “is clear”.

“They aim at partitioning our
country to take illegal possession
of our oil riches,” he said.
“Their objective is to violate our

Trump vows to control Iran’s leader

sovereignty, defeat our people and
undermine our humanity.”

After Israel and the US killed Ali
Khamenei, ayatollah of Iran for 36
years, Trump said the US must have
a say in Iran’s new leader.

But Iran has now appointed
Khamenei’s son, Mojtaba Khamenei,
as the new supreme leader. The
Iranian regime rallied around the
new leader, with president Masoud
Pezeshkian declaring it a “new era of
dignity and strength” for Iran.

Even before the appointment,
Israel had threatened to assassinate
Ali Khamenei’s replacement.

Trump joined the threats. “We’ll
see what happens,” he told ABC News
last Sunday. “He’s going to have to
get approval from us—if he doesn’t
get approval from us, he’s not going
to last long.”

Meanwhile, Keir Starmer affirmed
his commitment to the US’s war
as four US bombers landed at RAF
Fairford in Gloucestershire over the
weekend.

Trump has accused Starmer of
seeking to “join wars after we've
already won”—but Starmer has
showed he will rush to the US’s side
in Trump’s wars of choice.

“With Keir Starmer, what is there
to say?”, Somaye added. “He hasn’t
gone as far as Tony Blair actually.
But the way things are going, I
wouldn’t be surprised if he does.”

Iran denied that it approached
the US for talks last week—Iran’s
current strategy is to make the war
as costly as possible for the US.

But one thing is certain—death
and destruction at the hands of US
imperialism and its watchdog state.

cracks dow

ISRAEL IS using the chaos and
destruction of the assault on Iran
as cover to advance its occupation
of Lebanon.

The terror state began heavy
strikes last Monday and has since
put troops on the ground inside
southern Lebanon.

Israel had killed around 400
people as Socialist Worker went to
press on Tuesday.

Israeli defence minister Israel
Katz said the army plans “to
advance and seize additional
controlling areas in Lebanon”.

Ghassan, a socialist currently
in Beirut, told Socialist Worker
the attacks are “with the clear
blessing of the US and Donald
Trump”.

“It is about occupation. Already
Israeli settlers are trying to sell
land from southern Lebanon.”

Israel launched a war with
Lebanon and Hezbollah in 2024.
Since November that year, there
has been a ceasefire—which Israel
has violated over 400 times.

“The destruction throughout
the attacks has been immense. It
continued throughout the
so-called ceasefire, which was
one-sided. Hezbollah refrained
from attacking for ten months—
Israel did not.

SMOKE RISES after a strike on Iran’s capital city Tehran

srael pounds Lebanon as state

non resista

Israeli tanks advance into Lebanon

“Now people are fleeing.
There’s lost life, lost homes. And
there’s a huge loss in terms of
agriculture, farms and forests.”

Israeli destruction means that
currently around 500,000 people
in Lebanon have been displaced.

Ghassan explained that there
“are many groups getting together
to aid the displaced”.

They are also taking on political
questions and becoming critical of
the Lebanese government.

Lebanese president Joseph
Aoun, has been demilitarising
Hezbollah. Last Monday, after
Hezbollah retaliated against
Israel’s attacks in Iran, Aoun
banned its military activities.

Aoun said it is “the right of

ce groups

the Lebanese state alone, and no
other, to hold the decision of war
and peace”.

Ghassan said the government
has essentially “banned everyone
from resistance”.

And anti-terrorism laws may
be used to criminalise other
resistance groups.

Ghassan said the Lebanese
government is “extremely pro-US.
And there are some elements
of the government that are
essentially pro-Israel, such as the
right wing Christian Lebanese
Forces”.

“But the great majority of
Lebanese still consider Israel
an enemy;, so there’s a lot of
pressure for the government to do
something, and not to normalise
relations with Israel.

“On many levels, the
government is perhaps less
popular than Hezbollah,” he said.

But “Hezbollah has been
weakened in the past 11 years,
due to its involvement in Syria, to
prop up the regime of Bashar
al-Assad that no one likes. This
lost them a lot of supporters.

“But it’s very difficult for
Hezbollah to lose support now,
since they’re the only ones
resisting Israel.”
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Most Reform UK members
want ‘non-whites’ removed

b‘ THOMAS FOSTER

A RECENT survey of Reform
UK members reveals just how
deep-seated their racism is.

It is part of a report into the far
right which also found that a quarter
of Britain’s population—26 percent—
view fascist Tommy Robinson’s street
movement positively.

It is a sign of the breadth of
support for the far right figurehead.

Of the Reform UK members,
over half—some 54 percent—think
that non-white British citizens born
abroad should be forcibly removed
or encouraged to leave. Just
24 percent think the same about
white citizens born abroad.

And one in five—around
22 percent—think non-white British
citizens whose parents were born in
Britain should be forcibly removed
or encouraged to leave.

The figures are revealed in the
charity Hope Not Hate’s yearly
report titled State of Hate 2026—It
Could Happen Here.

The survey revealed widespread
positive views among Reform UK
members about Tommy Robinson,
with 61 percent liking him.

Deportation
It also found that two thirds of
Reform UK members have a posi-
tive view of Rupert Lowe, the former
Reform UK MP and now rival to Nigel
Farage from the right. Lowe openly
advocates for mass deportations.

The report describes the far
right as undergoing a “significant
transformation since the 2024
general election”. It argues it has
become “larger, more confident and
increasingly confrontational”.

“At the centre of this shift is
Reform UK,” it writes.

The survey found Islamophobic,
antisemitic and authoritarian beliefs

REFORM UK'’S Zia Yusuf—party members would deport his parents

to be popular within the far right
party’s membership.

Around 54 percent of Reform UK
members supported “a strong and
decisive leader who has the author-
ity to override or ignore parliament”.

They prefer this to “a liberal
democracy with regular elections
and a multi-party system”.

Some 84 percent think that
immigration has been a bad thing
for Britain.

This attitude contrasts with
the rest of the British popula-
tion, where 51 percent think
immigration has been bad while
49 percent think it has been good.

Some 92 percent of Reform UK
members think that Islam poses a
serious threat to Western civilisation.
And 83 percent believe the racist lie
that there are areas in Britain that
are “no-go” zones for non-Muslims.

The racism doesn’t stop there,

with members also holding
antisemitic views. Around 19 percent
think that “Jewish people have an
unhealthy control over the world’s
banking system”.

Nearly one in ten think that “the
official account of the Nazi Holocaust
is a lie and the number of Jews killed
by the Nazis during the Second
World War has been exaggerated on
purpose”.

The membership of Reform UK
would not be won over purely by
economic arguments.

Some 31 percent said that a
candidate campaigning for a wealth
tax would make them less likely to
vote for them, 37 percent would
be indifferent and 28 percent more
likely, with the rest unsure.

Anti-migrant racism is at the core
of Reform UK’s politics. Tackling
this head on is key to undermining
its support.

Former Labour mayor joins the far right

ROBIN WALES, the former mayor
of Newham in east London,
defected to Reform UK last week.
It’s a further sign that no part of
the country is off limits to the far
right party.

And Clive Furness, a former
Labour councillor for Canning
Town, east London, joined Wales
in defecting to Nigel Farage’s
racist party.

Wales accused Labour of
“losing its moral compass”.

And Furness spoke about the
“Balkanisation of Britain”—
pushing the racist lie that Britain
is fragmenting along racial and
ethnic lines.

Newham resident Miriam told
Socialist Worker, “I am one of
many who are disgusted at his
joining Reform UK.

“Newham is one of the most
diverse places on the planet, with
one of the highest rates of

Residents disgusted by Robin Wales

inter-ethnic marriage. We are
proof that people of all ethnicities
and faiths get on together,
enjoying and learning from each
other’s cultures and ideas.

“We are a borough of migrants.
We welcome refugees. How dare
someone who should have served
our community join a racist outfit

designed to spread hate and
division.

“We won’t let that happen,
despite the likes of Robin Wales
and Clive Furness.”

Furness will be Reform UK’s
candidate for Newham mayor,
and Wales is set to become
Reform UK’s London director of
local government.

Another Newham resident
asked, “Is this the alternative
people are crying out for? These
people have deep pockets and
serious self-interests to promote.

“Both Wales and Furness deny
Reform UK is racist yet repeat the
same tired stereotypes, myths
and lies of division.

“We say ‘so what?’ at our
peril. We need to actively work
together to keep Reform UK from
building a base in Newham. A
vote for them is nothing short of
disastrous for the area.”

WHAT WE THINK

WARONIRANIS A
CLASS WARONUS ALL

HE MOST tragic costs of the war in Iran, as it enters
its second week, must be measured in the lives lost.
Following Israel’s attacks on Iran’s oil depots over

the weekend, Tehran was engulfed in a cloud of black
smoke that unleashed toxic rain miles away.

Images of the city of nearly 10 million people, were apocalyptic
as the spilled oil seeped into parts of the city’s sewage system and
ignited a river of fire.

United States president Donald Trump now claims that the war
will be brief. But the economic consequences of the murderous
assault on Iran are already being felt far beyond the Middle East.

World leaders are preparing for a severe economic blowback.
And, as always, it will be working class people who will feel the
brunt of this fallout.

The US-Israeli war has shut down the Strait of Hormuz—through
which a quarter of the world’s seaborne oil passes. Iran suspended
any shipping through the strait after the US and Israel launched
missile strikes that killed Iran’s leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

But any disruption to transit through this narrow choke point
has immediate consequences for global energy markets. Oil prices
surged on Monday, triggering a sell-off across some of the world’s
leading stock markets.

For people across Britain, many of whom are barely keeping up
with the cost of living, it means life is set to get even harder.

Already home buyers are being hit with higher mortgage rates.
And the Resolution Foundation think tank has warned that prices
could leap by £500 a year if markets stay at current levels.

Government borrowing costs also jumped, threatening to blow
apart chancellor Rachel Reeves’s spending plans. Reeves warned
that inflation will also likely rise again due to the war.

In other words, we're facing a living standards crisis. Once again,
we are presented with a dystopian combination of higher prices
and lower wages, higher taxes and lower benefits.

Jeopardising the world’s economy throws ordinary people into
the line of fire for more austerity. Governments will present this as
an unavoidable necessity driven by war.

And big business will be handed an excuse to raise prices. Oil
and gas giants saw their profits soar at the start of the war in
Ukraine as they drove up prices.

This is a war without justification. Its terror and violence is
plunging the entire region into chaos, which is now causing a
full-blown global economic crisis that will affect us all.

War is never in the interests of working class people. It is more
crucial than ever to link the austerity at home with the anti-war
movement against this unprovoked assault.

The disastrous consequences are deepening every day that this
horrific war continues.

LAMMY’S BETRAYAL

NEW REPORT shows that black people are many times
more likely to be stopped and searched in rich areas of

London than white people.

Richmond-upon-Thames, west London, was found to have the
highest average earnings of anywhere in the country.The report,
issued by Labour Mayor of London Sadiq Khan, shows that black
people are 48 times more likely to be stopped and searched
there.

In leafy Dulwich Village, south London, black people are 40 times
more likely to be stopped. Dulwich is in Southwark, where about a
quarter of the population are black African or Caribbean.Yet in the
wealthiest parts of the borough, they are harassed by cops.

In one case described in the report, a black person was stopped
for giving an officer a “furtive glance”.

The report lays bare the racist reality of the British justice
system.

Police are more likely to stop and search black people than
white people.They are also more likely to arrest, charge and
remand in custody black people.

According to MP David Lammy’s 2017 review, judges are
significantly more likely to hand prison sentences to black people.
Now the same Lammy wants to scrap jury trials for the vast
majority of people accused of a crime. Such plans can only make

worse the racism that blights black people’s lives.
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ANALYSIS
|ALEX CALLINICOS

Will Trump chicken
out of Iran invasion?

“DON'T INVADE a revolution,” the Times newspaper
warned in autumn 1980. This followed the attack
on Iran by Iraq under Saddam Hussein with the
encouragement of the United States.

In fact, the Islamic Republic’s regime in Iran had already
buried the popular, worker-driven revolution that had
overthrown the Shah’s tyranny in 1979.

But under Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini the Iranian state
wrapped itself in the revolution’s banner. The eight-year war
with Iraq permitted the regime to consolidate itself on the
basis of Iranian nationalism. This founding experience of
war and revolution helps explain why the assault on Iran and
the assassination of Khomeini’s successor Ali Khamenei has
not toppled the Islamic Republic.

It is not, says historian Mohsen Milani, “a one-man
show, it’s been institutionalised, there are multiple centres
of power, with multiple layers of security and intelligence
institutions”. The Islamic Republic “was deliberately
designed from the get-go to survive external attack”.

The most important of these institutions is probably the
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. It is rumoured to be
close to the new supreme leader, Khamenei’s son Mojtaba.
His election is a slap in the face to Donald Trump, who says
he will choose Iran’s next rulers.

Trump seems to have imagined that the war on Iran would
be a repeat of the US pirate raid on Venezuela in January.
The kidnapping of Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro led
to his replacement by the compliant Delcy Rodriguez.

But, according to the Washington Post newspaper,

“A classified report by the National Intelligence Council
found that even a large-scale assault on Iran launched by
the United States would be unlikely to oust the Islamic
Republic’s entrenched military and clerical establishment.”

The New York Times newspaper quotes “US military
officials” conceding that “Iran was more prepared for war
than the Trump administration anticipated”.

The Iranian regime has so far been able to absorb the
US-Israeli bombardment and keep up a steady fire of missiles
and drones across the region.

The US didn’t just underestimate Iran’s resilience. Its
planning doesn’t seem to have taken into account the fact
that Iran sits across one of the key zones of global capitalism.
This goes beyond the fact that the Gulf is the key supplier of
oil and gas to both Europe and Asia.

Boosters
In the past generation, Dubai has mushroomed into a world
city, with a population of four million.

This is because—contrary to what the boosters of
globalisation claimed—geography matters. Dubai has
benefitted as a hub of finance, aviation, tourism and
high-end consumption thanks to its proximity to key wealth
centres—the Gulf itself, Europe and East Asia.

It was predictable that, in a fight for survival, the Iranian
regime would seek to disrupt the region’s economy.

More important than missile and drone strikes targeted at
Gulf states is Iran’s closure of the Strait of Hormuz. Some 20
percent of the world’s liquefied natural gas and 25 percent of
seaborne oil passes through it.

According to Natasha Kaneva of the JP Morgan
investment bank, “In the whole written history of the Strait,
it has never been closed, ever. To me, it was not just the
worst-case scenario. It was an unthinkable scenario.”

What experts are calling “the biggest oil supply shock in
history” is causing prices to soar.

Little wonder, then, that Financial Times newspaper
columnist Gideon Rachman tweeted, “So oil at $110 a barrel
and another Khamenei in charge of Iran. Operation Epic
Fury is in danger of turning into Operation Epic Failure.”

The critical question is how Trump reacts to this failure. He
might, under pressure from his Gulf cronies, declare victory
and call a halt to the attacks on Iran. This would be another
case of Taco—Trump always chickens out. Or, rather than
face humiliation, and egged on by Israeli prime minister
Binyamin Netanyahu, he might escalate the war.

This is an exceptionally dangerous moment for
humankind. The implosion of global capitalism since the
financial crash of 2007-9 is pushing the system faster in the
direction of self-destruction. We have to get rid of it.
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Workers can stand up to
Labour’s racist visa plans

THE CRISIS in social care
is nothing new.

The introduction of a
wait of ten to 15 years for
indefinite leave to remain
for migrant carers, who
are deemed to be low
skilled, will exacerbate
the crisis.

Migrant workers are
critical to the British
adult social care sector,
making up roughly
32 percent of care
workers. Due to recent
immigration policy
changes, international
recruitment has
plummeted.

These restrictions are

Dumfries
beats back

FOR THE last two years
anti-immigration protesters
who have gathered in
Dumfries town centre have
stressed that they are not
racist or far-right.

Violent thug Danny
Tommo harassed
asylum seekers currently
accommodated at a hotel
in the town.

He is a close associate of
Tommy Robinson and has
a conviction for attempted
abduction at knifepoint.

Then, a large gathering
assembled outside the
hotel on the pretence of a
resident having indecent
images on his phone.

The resident was arrested
and later released without
charge.

Despite this, calls to
harass residents continued.

On Saturday 8 February,
a delegation from
anti-deportation campaign
The Depot and Dumfries
Solidarity visited the hotel
with fruit and dates.

We wanted to reassure
them that racist gatherings
are not representative of the
majority of Doonhamers.

We received a
heartwarming message
from the residents—“The
world is grateful for your
beautiful activities.”

Dumfries Solidarity
are planning a series of
counter-measures to beat
back the racists.

Stephen McLean
Castle Douglas, Dumfries and
Galloway

part of the government’s
racist agenda to compete
with Reform UK.

And they threaten to
worsen existing worker
shortages, which stood at
131,000 vacancies in
2024. The sector is facing
a precarious situation
where the loss of
international workers is
unlikely to be matched by
domestic recruitment.

Surviving

The government plans to
train up the workforce.
This has resulted in
employers passing on the
cost to clients and

employees who have not
received a pay rise.

People are resorting to
dipping into their
pensions and there is no
sick pay. Carers are
surviving, not living.

All of this reflects the
undervaluing of the
profession.

As Unison union
activists in the fair visa/
fair pay campaign, we
met with our local MP to
challenge her on the scale
of the crisis. We aimed to
pressure her to sign a
public letter opposing the
visa changes to present to
Shabana Mahmood, who

is instigating them.

We represented 186
local members of Unison
who are care workers.

In the end, she
promised to considered
signing the letter.

It is vitally important
that trade unionists take
up the fight against
attacks on migrant
workers.

We need to mobilise
MPs to oppose the
proposals, but also to
bring the issue to the
attention of the wider
community.

Stella Ouriache
East London
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Right wing politics is
leaving men lonely

A RECENT article in the
Guardian newspaper
found that young Gen Z
men are “twice as likely
as baby boomers to
believe wives should obey
husbands”.

How and why this is
happening is debatable.
However, there are a few
elements.

Gen Z men find
themselves in a confusing
landscape—the internet
pushes right wing ideas,
hyper-masculinity and
anger at women.

At the same time, we
see falling birth rates and
young women preferring
to stay single.

Young men are pushed

to be a breadwinner, yet
they are stuck in boring
and low-paying jobs.

This anger is taken out
on women.

The contradictory thing
about this is that the
article cited how Gen Z
men want women with
their own careers.

So, the expectation is
that women should
handle the burden of the
household whilst also
maintaining their careers
so that they are attractive
to men.

No wonder women are
preferring a single
lifestyle.

Lizzie
Portsmouth

e il

Stand with
Abu-Sittah

DR GHASSAN Abu-Sittah,
the University of
Glasgow’s rector, was
cleared of accusations of
antisemitism last week.

The baseless claims are
part of a witch hunt.

Working as a surgeon in
Gaza, he witnessed Israel’s
crimes—that’s why they’re
eager to smear him.

UK Lawyers for Israel
and the General Medical
Council have complained
about the result.

With renewed
accusations, it's more
important than ever to
support those standing for
an end to genocide.

Lorcan Adams
Glasgow

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS
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Germany’s school students

walk out against conscription

As the government slowly imposes conscription, a huge anti-war movement led by young
people is building, writes Phil Butland from Germany

THE WAVE of anger against
the introduction of compulsory
military service in Germany is
building. The school strike last
Thursday marked the second
biggest yet.

Following a law passed last
year, all Germans are now sent an
“invitation” to join the army on their
18th birthday. It is widely believed
that this is being used as a stepping
stone towards full conscription.

The German military is already
sending soldiers into schools to make
propaganda for joining the army.

But young Germans are resisting.
Speaking on the Left Berlin radio
show, school student Carla said that
people “feel that this decision has
been made above their heads”.

“We haven’t had the chance to
vote yet. People are just frustrated
because a decision that forms our
future has been made completely
without us.”

In Berlin, up to 10,000 people
demonstrated last week. A group of
parents carried a banner from Eltern
gegen Wehrpflicht (parents against
conscription) and some teach-
ers wore jackets from the German
Education union (GEW).

Cutting

Clara, a teacher, said she was
demonstrating “because the
government is spending billions on
more weapons at the same time they
are cutting education”.

The bulk of the demonstrators
were young, often very young. Many
wore Palestinian keffiyeh scarves,
and Palestine flags were dotted
throughout the demo—a sign that

ARGENTINA

‘Peace is cheaper’ placard in Berlin

even in Germany social movements
are generalising and standing up for
Gaza.

After police banned the chant
“Merz, leck mein Eier” (lick my balls
Merz), chants against the police
followed.

Ferat Kocak, an MP from the
radical left party Die Linke, joined
the protest. He said it was “a very
powerful school strike and many
young people who were not all
politicised came together”.

Nessa from the No to Military
Conscription alliance, and one of
the organisers of the strikes, told
Socialist Worker, “We want to
connect it to anti-fascism, and the
rise of right-wing extremism.

“We want to remind everybody
how you can fight back. Everything
is connected.”

Nessa hopes that for the next
school strike, on 8 May, other strikes
will take place in other countries.
This is hopefully the start of a new
international movement to fight
both conscription and militarism in
general.

Not tyre-d of occupation

Workers in Argentina's Fate tyre
factory have been occupying
the plant since 18 February after
bosses stopped production and
laid off 920 workers.

The members of Sutna, the
Argentine tyre workers’ union,
have said they will remain on
the premises until the plant is
reopened. They are demanding
that the sacked workers are
reinstated.

Workers say that Fate bosses
have gone back on their written
agreement not to carry out layoffs
until the end of June.

Videos online show workers
standing on the roof of the
occupied factory, located in
Virreyes, in the Buenos Aires
province.

Factory boss Javier Madanes
Quintanilla, one of the richest
people in the country, will continue
to profit from his aluminium plants
while workers suffer.

The closure takes place in the
context of far right president
Javier Milei's war on workers.

His policies have led to the
closure of 22,000 companies.

Milei's new changes to labour
laws, passed last month, allow the
standard workday to be extended
from eight to 12 hours. And they
impose limits on workers'right to
strike.

Milei's attacks will mean many
more struggles like the one at
Fate.

To sign the statement of support, go to
tinyurl.com/m4988edw

NEARLY 10,000 students rallied against conscription in Berlin

SOUTHASIA
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Tensions rise after Pakistan attacks

b‘ YURIPRASAD

A LITTLE over one thousand
miles from Iran’s capital
Tehran another deadly war is
simmering.

Pakistan recently launched
a series of air and drone
strikes against neighbouring
Afghanistan. Afghanistan has
responded with drone strikes of
its own.

The United Nations reports
that over 100,000 people have
been displaced already in the
conflict.

When the Taliban returned
to power in 2021, the Pakistani
government and military
welcomed it back, hoping for an

ally against India, its regional
rival.

But a wave of terror attacks in
Pakistan has enraged its political
leaders. They blame the majority
of the attacks on the Pakistani
Taliban, Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).

The TTP demands the right to
implement its version of Islamic
law in the areas it holds along
the Afghan border.

The regularity of TTP attacks
are just one of the many crises
the Pakistani state faces.

The economy is in a
permanent state of near
collapse.

There is an environmental
crisis too, with millions of
people’s lives devastated by

repeated flooding.

And there is the ever-present
possibility of war with India.

But Pakistan’s military
repeats, without evidence, that
the fight against Afghanistan
and the TTP is part of its
confrontation with India—and
that it needs greater powers.

Towards the end of last year,
Pakistan’s parliament approved
a constitutional amendment
giving Field Marshal Asim Munir
full legal immunity for life and
expanding his control.

Pakistan has lived under
military rule for half its
existence. The turn against
Afghanistan could be merely
a guise for the return of the
generals.
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AMERICAN}
POWER—
ANDITS
LIMITS

The imperial monster of the United States feels unstoppable.
But the history of US imperialism is not simply victorious.

Judy Cox and Camilla Royle explain why Trump is rubbing
against the limits of US power both domestically and abroad

T IS all too easy to be terrified
by US imperialism and feel
impotent in the face of its
power. We have witnessed
genocide in Gaza, the Israeli-US
orchestrated 12 Day War on Iran
last summer and the kidnapping of
Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela.

It is true that the US is the world’s
most dominant military and economic
power. The US spends around a trillion
dollars on its military, more than the
next nine highest-spending countries
combined.

Donald Trump and his regime think
they are the masters of war—with their
big guns and death planes, in the words
of Bob Dylan. But war is not an obedient
servant, and there are huge risks as Trump
plays with it.

Iran has shown itself more than
capable of targeting the Gulf states with
its self-produced drones. And there is no
pro-US Iranian leader in waiting.

Chaos

Trump wants a swift victory—but he
could get a protracted war that plunges
the whole region into chaos.

Past US military victories have proved
to be short-lived. On 7 October 2001, US
troops invaded Afghanistan. Operation
Enduring Freedom was part of the
US government’s War on Terror, the
response to the 9/11 attacks.

Two months later, president
George W Bush celebrated the US
capture of the capital Kabul and the fall
of the Taliban. He promised freedom,
democracy and women’s rights. But

instead he installed a regime of warlords,
gangsters and drug traffickers. It never
won popular support.

In November 2008, US bombs killed
37 women and children at an Afghan
wedding party, a symbol of US brutality.

The Taliban were dispersed but
undefeated. They began to resist the US
occupation. With sprawling mountains
and vast terrain, the US needed
huge numbers of troops to control
Afghanistan. But the occupation gained
no access to resources to sustain itself.

Bush and his cronies believed
they would secure a quick victory in
Afghanistan. Emboldened, they targeted
Iraq in 2003.

Bush promised to “liberate” Iraq
from Saddam Hussein. In 2002, the US
government launched a campaign to
coerce other countries into supporting
the planned invasion.

Labour prime minister Tony Blair
eagerly complied. A massive global

Trump wants a swift
victory, but he could
get a protracted war
that plunges Iran

into chaos
]

anti-war movement saw millions take to
the streets. But in March 2003, the US
began bombing Iraqi cities in a campaign
of “shock and awe”. When US-led troops
invaded, Saddam Hussein’s army offered
little resistance.

The US justified its war by
claiming Iraq possessed weapons of
mass destruction. It was a lie. On
1 May 2003, a grinning Bush appeared
on an aircraft carrier under a banner
declaring “mission accomplished”. This
was another lie. As in Afghanistan,
the US failed to install a regime with
any legitimacy. Insurgents continued
military resistance to the occupation in
cities such as Fallujah and Basra.

A year after Bush declared victory, the
appalling abuse of prisoners held by US
forces in Abu Ghraib was exposed.

(top) US marines pull
down statue of Iraq’s
president Saddam
Hussein in 2003
(above) Meanwhile,
their colleagues were
torturing Iraqi civilians
in Abu Ghraib prison

The occupation initially faced
united resistance from Shia and Sunni
Muslims. So it turned to divide and rule.
The occupation authorities created a
sectarian Shia state. It had to rely on
Shia leaders who looked to Iran.

But the war crimes, massacres
and torture used by the US occupiers
produced a reaction. The reactionary,
sectarian Islamic State (Isis) began to
win support.

Isis was different from other terrorist
organisations. It focused on building an
Islamic caliphate, rather than attack its
enemies.

Vietnham

In the summer of 2011, US forces
withdrew from Iraq in the greatest
defeat for US imperialism since Vietnam.

Up to a million people died because of
a US government hell bent on imposing
its authority in the oil-rich Middle East.

The spectre of defeat in Iraq still
haunts US imperialism—it is terrified
of invading Iran. Wars are easy to start.
Military victories are easy to declare. But
winning the peace is much harder than
winning the war.

The war on Iran could intensify
opposition to Trump at home. He is
already one of the most unpopular
presidents in US history at this point.

Just a quarter of Americans support
the war on Iran—and the war could
heighten his unpopularity at home.

The Iran war poses a risk to world
shipping which passes through the Strait
of Hormuz. Oil prices have risen when
Trump promised cheap petrol.

The US economy is vulnerable to the
Al bubble bursting. Now there is the
added danger that confidence in the
system slumps and investment stalls.

Trump’s tariff wars have disrupted
world trade and are likely to push
inflation higher.

This could increase interest rates.
That means higher costs for people—
and the government. The repayments on
the US’s $30 trillion federal government
debt would soar. It already costs over
one trillion dollars a year just to service
the debt.

Trump and global leaders are all
locked into geopolitical competition.
Smaller countries have no choice but
to fight their way into that system or
be its victims, making imperial wars
inevitable.

During the horrors of the First World
War, Rosa Luxemburg wrote, “Violated,
dishonoured, wading in blood, dripping
filth—there stands bourgeois society.

“Not all spic and span and moral, with
pretence to culture, philosophy, ethics,
order, peace and the rule of law—but
the ravening beast, the witches Sabbath
of anarchy, a plague to culture and
humanity. Thus it reveals itself in its
true, its naked form.”

Pete Hegseth is that ravening
beast today. Trump is that
plague to humanity. The White
House is that witches Sabbath
of anarchy.

But workers of Iran have
made revolutions before—
they are not the puppets of
the West.

Pete Hegseth (below),
US secretary of war,
perfectly illustrates
Rosa Luxemburg’s
description of a
‘ravening beast’ (above)

HE TRUMP administration

has provided us with a

constantly shifting set of

reasons for unleashing hell
in Iran.

It said it was because of nuclear
weapons. But the US’s own
intelligence assessments deny Iran
was producing weapons that could
target the US. And Trump himself
said he “obliterated” Iran’s nuclear
sites last June.

Then they said it was for regime
change—at the start of the offensive,
Trump told Iranians, “When we are
finished, take over your government.”

Though he called on Iranians to
rise up against their rulers, Trump
said he has “to be involved in the
appointment” of a new ayatollah.

Then the administration said that
Israel pulled them into the war.

Casualties

Trump’s secretary of state Marco
Rubio announced last Monday, “We
knew that there was going to be an
Israeli action. We knew that if we
didn’t pre-emptively go after them
before they launched those attacks,
we would suffer higher
casualties.”

He suggested that Israel
was ready to strike on its
own. And Iran’s retaliation
would threaten the US and
its allies.

The next day Trump
said the opposite—he
had forced Israel’s hand.

US soldiers carrying home their dead from the failed war in Afghanistan

The idea that Israel dragged the
US into the war is echoed among
some within the Palestine solidarity
movement. It also fits the narrative
of sections of Trump’s base.

Far right commentators Tucker
Carlson and Megyn Kelly have both
railed against US troops dying for
“Israel’s war”.

Israeli prime minister Binyamin
Netanyahu has his own reasons for
wanting war.

He no doubt sees a chance to
stifle Iran’s support for Hamas
in Palestine and the Lebanese
resistance movement Hezbollah,
preventing them from rebuilding and
threatening Israel.

Netanyahu also faces an election
this year that could see him ousted
from office. He needs the support of
far right hardliners in his coalition
government.

Popularity

Many right wing Israelis want to
annex the West Bank and push
further into the territory of other
states. Finance minister Bezalel
Smotrich wants Jordan, Lebanon,
Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Saudi Arabia
to form part of “Greater Israel”.

Once fringe ideas, they are gaining
more popularity within Israeli
society and show the pressure on
Netanyahu to dominate more of the
Middle East. A civil war in Iran will
only strengthen the architects of the
Gaza genocide.

Israel is the watchdog of US
interests in the Middle East. Since
its foundation, the terror state has
policed potential revolts that may
threaten Western interests in the
region.

But in recent decades Israel has
developed economically. It has its
own arsenal of high tech weaponry,
making it less directly reliant on
arms from the US and can strain at
the leash more.

But this doesn’t mean Israel calls
all the shots. The US still provides
billions of dollars of military aid
to Israel each year. And it provides

Many right wing
Israelis want to
annex the West Bank
and then create a

‘Greater Israel’
I

weapons Israel doesn’t have, such as
the massive “bunker buster” missiles
it used against Iran in the 12 Day
War last June.

The US remains an agent in the
conflict, clearly still able to direct
Israel’s actions. It was Trump who
pressured Israel to bring the 12 Day
War to a halt.

But the reasons for going to war
now signal of the weakness, not the
strength, of US imperialism.

In the decades after the Second
World War, the US was able to assert
its interests globally. It used its
economic dominance to establish
the institutions that maintained
the capitalist world order such as
the World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and the Nato military
alliance.

Now it faces more challenges
to its hegemony—its capacity to
lead and direct others. It is drawn
into competition for resources
and markets with other emerging
powers, especially China.

This competition creates a more
dangerous world. Conflicts between
regional powers can easily escalate
and spark much bigger battles.

Ideologies also play a role.

There are elements of Trump’s
administration that see this as a
civilisational struggle against the
ultimate enemy of the West. Extreme
figures Stephen Miller and Hegseth
are driven by racism, Islamophobia
and white supremacist thinking.
Others have their own apocalyptic
fantasies.

Divine

A US officer complained about being
instructed by their superior, “To tell
our troops that this was ‘all part of
God’s divine plan’”. The commander
“specifically referenced numerous
citations out of the Book of
Revelation referring to Armageddon
and the imminent return of Jesus
Christ”.

And amid this, US arms firms have
their own reasons for war—bloody
profits. But Trump’s war drive is a
morbid symptom of US imperialism
facing crises on multiple fronts.

The US empire may look
all-powerful, but Trump can’t have it
all his own way.

How to defeat imperialism
in the Middle East
See Pages 10&11
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onald
Trump’s
assault on
Iran is the
latest round
of the eternal
“war to end all wars”.

We now know that
“regime change” by bunker
buster bomb is his preferred
strategy.

This is imperial
adventurism of the highest
order. But it is also an
admission of the constraints
on the United States’ power.

The coordination between
Israel and the US illustrates
the self-confidence of Israel
that they can dictate the
region’s fate.

They believe their ability
to get away with genocide
in Gaza has reset the balance
of power, allowing them to
decapitate the leaders of Iran.

Israel attacked Lebanon
last week, continuing the
conflict with resistance group
Hezbollah on the Zionist
state’s northern border.

Israel has moved from
hitting their regional
enemies—Hamas, Hezbollah,
the Houthis and Iran
sequentially—to simultaneous
assaults on multiple fronts.

British planes and bases
are right in the thick of
these crimes, as are arms
manufactured in Britain.
Pressure on Keir Starmer to
directly support bombing Iran
is likely to increase.

Where and how do we make
a stand against this latest
terrifying manifestation of the
global drive towards war?

Imperialism today is
characterised by competition
between big imperialist
powers—including the US,
China and Russia—but also
rivalries between regional
powers.

Do we side with the regime
under attack by our govern-
ment, forgetting the crimes of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
against the people?

Or do we simply refuse to
decide “between plague and
cholera”, as an Arabic saying
goes, denouncing US, Israeli,
British and Iranian states
equally?

HE starting

point in Britain

must be that our

government is

part of atrocities

on a monumental
scale.

The Iranian people have a
right to defend their country
from foreign intervention,
including through armed
resistance.

The enemies they are facing
have no more regard for the
lives of Iranians than they did
for Palestinians.

But saying this is not enough.

The last two years have
demonstrated the weakness of
strategies that claim to confront
imperialism by shoring up the
sovereignty of middle powers
such as Iran.

Iran’s rulers long ago lost

PROTESTS IN 2009 set off anew dral

matic cycle in Iranian politics

POWER IN IRAN
ARICHHISTORY
OF RESISTANCE

The social power of workers in the Middle East has long
been wielded against imperialist and oppressive forces,
writes Anne Alexander

Mohammed
Mosaddegh

their political legitimacy, sapped
by deep crises and protests.

The cycle of revolt reached a
climax in January, when huge
protests fused a steep rise in
inflation with a deeper anger
against the state.

The state responded with the
massacre of thousands.

But the opening drama began
in 2009. Then protests erupted
over conservative politicians’
manipulation of the vote in the
presidential elections.

The protests began as a

US and Israeli

bombardment

will not hasten
popular

revolution
I

falling out between people at
the top about how to manage
society best in their interests.
Yet, this intersected with a
growing confidence among
people at the bottom of society
that they should no longer put
up with repression.

The following decade
saw this process repeated as
contradictions intensified. Three
key elements were in play.

First, the Iranian ruling class’s
precarious balancing act in
global politics, in particular its

high-stakes deal-making over
its nuclear programme.

Second, the regime’s strategy
of expanding its influence
within a region shaken by the
catastrophe of the Iraq War in
2003.

Finally, the impoverishment
of the Iranian population as
economic growth tipped into

reverse.

conomic warfare,
such as the
intensified
sanctions
reimposed by
Trump, has
tightened the geopolitical
vice around the necks of
Iran’s leaders.

But they do not tell the whole
story. The Iranian ruling class is
paying the price for the failure
of neoliberal policies.

The Iranian regime has
ruthlessly pursued the
privatisation of services. It has
outsourced jobs and created a

two-tier workforce where new
entrants work under worse
conditions than their older
colleagues.

It has also funded the expan-
sion of IT infrastructure and
the creation of digital markets.

There is now a complex
digital ecosystem meshing
foreign and state-sanctioned
platforms together.

It has given young Iranians
glimpses of a world of
possibilities which their leaders
want to shut down entirely.

The uprising of 2022 gave
some expression to the rage of

this generation. It was triggered
by the police murder of Jina
Mahsa Amini, after the police
arrested her for allegedly not
wearing the hijab in line with
government standards.

Tragically, street protests
did not fuse with struggles led

by organised workers and the
security apparatus crushed the
movement. But the regime was
forced to make concessions,
essentially abandoning the
enforcement of the dress code.

US and Israeli bombs won’t
hasten the process of popular
revolution, they will set it
back. First by driving many
ordinary people back into the
arms of the regime, and second
by empowering the most
reactionary elements of the
opposition.

This is seen in the monarchists
who are cheering on the bombs.
They want to swap the current
regime’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guards for the old shah’s feared
Savak secret police.

It is also critical to recognise
that a younger layer of Iranians
have known nothing but the
current regime’s oppressive rule.

They can be drawn towards
the idea that the destruction of
the old order through foreign
intervention is a chance for a
different future.

Many Iraqgis in 2003 held the
same kind of hopes at the start
of the US invasion.

It was this disaster that
underscored the relative
decline of US military might.
This created a gap into which
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resurgent middle powers,
including both Iran and
Israel, expanded. Iran’s rulers
benefitted from the bungled
occupation of Iraq to strengthen
their regional alliances.

The genocide in Gaza is an
attempt by Israel’s rulers to
assert their dominance of this
regional order.

Their ambition is to ensure
that the Zionist state’s posi-
tion as watchdog for US impe-
rial interests is at the top of a
hierarchy.

OINTING a
route out of
the nightmare
demands a
strategy. It must
mobilise the one
force that can bring the
machinery of destruction
to a halt—the power of the
people whose labour makes
it work.

In the past, oil and gas workers
inside Iran have played this kind
of role. In the Iranian revolution
of 1978-9, mass strikes pushed
back management and state
control inside the workplace.

When the monarchy fell in
1979, production across much
of the oil sector was controlled
by democratically elected
workplace councils, known as
shoras.

But even earlier, in the
1940s and early 1950s, there
were waves of organising by
Communist and nationalist
movements across the oil
industry. They shook the con-
trol of foreign oil companies
and terrified the authoritarian
regimes.

Tens of thousands took part in
strikes that challenged the racist,
apartheid-like conditions of Arab
and Iranian workers employed
by Western oil companies.

Iranian prime minister
Mohammad Mosaddegh
nationalised the British-owned
oil fields in 1951 in this context.
Oil workers in the Iraqi city of
Basra launched mass strikes
in August 1952, inspired by
Mosaddegh’s nationalisation
programme. The strikes
triggered a nationwide Intifada
a few months later.

A US and British-backed
coup overthrew Mosaddegh in
August 1953. But this did not
stop the oil workers’ movement
spreading.

Some 13,000 workers
launched a historic strike
against the Aramco oil company
in Saudi Arabia after police
arrested union organisers in
October 1953.

The workers of the Gulf are
still divided by their passports

Mass protests
against the shah
in 1978 during the
Iranian Revolution
(top)

Italian general
strike for
Palestine in

2025, led by
dockworkers’ and
logistics unions
(above)

and fragmented by their
languages and religions. Arabic-
speakers in southern Iran face
state repression and marginali-
sation. Shia communities in the
oil-rich eastern region of Saudi
Arabia experience sectarian
oppression by the regime.

But across the Gulf, people are
united by their class. They share
common experiences of deadly
working conditions, exploitation
and sectarianism.

Now, imperialism has turned
the skies into a battlefield above
their heads.

Glimpses of a similar kind of
unity can be seen in the general
strikes and coordinated workers’
actions across the ports of the
Mediterranean.

In Greece, Italy and Morocco,
workers have stood up against
genocide in Palestine.

We need to learn from
successful examples of workers’
action disrupting Israel’s war in
Gaza and apply them in Britain.
Factories, university labs, ports
and airfields are now enrolled
into a conflict that puts millions
of lives at risk.

There are already, no doubt,
soldiers and dockers, factory
workers and lorry drivers,
researchers and scientists, who
are asking themselves how long
can they continue being party to
these crimes.

We must build an anti-war
movement on a scale that gives
some of them the courage to
turn “not in our name, not with
our labour” into a rallying cry
that reaches millions.

READ MORE

Revolution is the

Rupture and revolt in

Choice of the People: Iran
Crisis and Revolt in the By Peyman Jafari,
Middle East & North tinyurl.com/

Africa
By Anne Alexander,

rupturetiniran

£12 Available from
Bookmarks,
Revolutions Thwarted bookmarksbookshop.
By John Rose, com
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TEACH YOURSELF

MARXISM

Why conspiracies are not
the theories we need

THERE IS a conspiracy
theory to explain every
major world event.

People who rightly hate
the genocidal state of Israel
see the hand of Zionism
behind the war on Iran. But
Zionists are not pulling the
strings of world leaders.

Those who think they are,
often want to focus solely on
anti-Zionism. They dismiss
other political campaigns
as irrelevant and can lapse
into antisemitic tropes.

Those repulsed by the
revelations in the Jeffrey
Epstein files can think
everything is a ploy to divert
attention from the guilty men.

The Epstein files did reveal
a network of rich and powerful
people who trafficked and
abused children and women.
But it doesn’t explain Donald
Trump’s imperialist wars.

Conspiracy theories about
shape-shifting lizards are
easy to deride. But conspiracy
theories breed because of the
unpredictable and apparently
irrational world we live in.

People are susceptible to
them because they realise
that something is deeply
wrong with society—but
they don’t know what.

As The X-Files writer Frank
Spotnitz explains, conspiracy
theories offer “a magic key that
fits all the pieces together”.

Truth-seekers pride
themselves on their superior
understanding of reality.
They think the rest of us are
just ignorant “sheeple”.

Conspiracy theorists can
play a useful role for the
system by deflecting attention
away from those in power.

Blamed

In feudal times, women
were accused of witchcraft,
and gypsy and Jewish
communities were often
blamed for otherwise
inexplicable diseases.

By the late 18th century,
Jewish people remained a
target, but conspiracy theories
began to be used to explain
social, not just natural, events.

The French Revolution
of 1789 was frequently
explained away as a plot by
secret societies such as the
Freemasons or the Illuminati.

SOME CONSPIRACY theorists claim Covid-19 was a hoax

Such conspiracies fitted with
accepted ideas more than
the reality—that people rose
up and toppled a king.

Conspiracy theories also
turned to “red-baiting”.

Days before the 1924
general election, the Daily
Mail newspaper started a
conspiracy by publishing
the fake Zinoviev Letter. It
claimed the Labour Party was
about to launch a revolution.
Labour then lost the election.

The term “conspiracy
theories” entered popular
use in the 1960s, amid global
rebellions and protests. This
was fed by several real events
that shocked people—the
My Lai massacre in Vietham
in 1969, the Watergate
scandal of 1974 and a wave
of political assassinations.

Conspiracy theories
proliferated after 9/11. They
circulated among those who
could not accept that the
mighty United States could be
so humbled on its own soil.

Then came the rise of
the far right and the Covid
lockdowns—and new theories
fed on distrust of governments

and the medical establishment.

A pattern emerges—when

When faith in the
establishment
falls, conspiracy

theories rise
]

faith in the establishment
falls, conspiracy theories rise.

In times of crisis, the
legitimacy of the ruing class
is called into question.

It gives rise to conspiracies
that can sound extreme and
anti-system. But they are still
compatible with the existence
of the ruling class and its
repressive state machine.

Ideas

Conspiracy theories take
hold because, as Karl Marx
explained, “The ideas of
the ruling class are in every
epoch the ruling ideas.”

The ideas we are
encouraged to accept
can come into conflict
with our experience.

But people rarely jump
straight to revolutionary
conclusions. Rather, they grasp
at partial, twisted explanations
that focus on the misdeeds
of marginalised groups,
rogue agents in the state or
prominent Jews or liberals.

Marxism, in contrast,
understands capitalism as
a totality, not a series of
unrelated conspiracies.

Capitalism is far worse
than the worst conspiracy
theory. It is a whole system
that pursues profit at any cost
and wages forever wars.

Alienation can make
us feel powerless, fearful
of others and susceptible
to theories offering fake
enemies and fake solutions.

Working class struggle gives
us the potential to expose the
true nature of the system.

In the meantime, Marxism
is the theory we need.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and democratically plans how they
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structures of the present

parliament, army, police and

judiciary cannot be taken over

and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism

and are designed to protect the

ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
aworkers’militia.

At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is

e =
ACTIVISTS IN the Camden Unison union preparing to join the

ABERDEEN CARDIFF

Is human nature a

barrier to socialism?

Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm
512-655-3689

Cardiff Meeting House,

43 Charles St,CF102GB
CHESTERFIELD

Are the Greens the answer
to stopping Reform UK?
Thu 19 Mar, 7pm
828-532-8731

COVENTRY

Starmer, Mandelson and
B55TH the legacy of New Labour
Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm
823-945-1917

Friends Meeting House,
Hill St, Coventry, CV1 4AN
462-087-4995 DERBY

Israel,Zionism and

the far right

Thu 19 Mar, 6pm
AberdeenTrades

Union Council,

22A Adelphi,AB115BL
BIRMINGHAM

Starmer, Mandelson and
the legacy of New Lahour
Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
281-634-5938
Warehouse Cafe,

54 Allison St,

BOURNEMOUTH
Strategies to drive
back the far right
Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm

DUNDEE

Strategies to drive back the
far right—The united front
versus the popular front
Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
894-2628-7708

Dundee Volunteer and
Voluntary Action,

10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL
EAST MIDLANDS

Marxist economics and
capitalism today

Wed 18 March, 7pm

Online only: 354-872-490
EDINBURGH

Why you should he
arevolutionary

Wed 18 Mar, 7pm

Quaker Meeting House,

7 Victoria Terrace,

I:ondoﬁ protest against racism on 28 March

HUDDERSFIELD

What do we mean

by alienation?

Wed 18 Mar, 6.30pm
428-926-9492 Pass: 142857
The Mission, Lord St,
HD11QA

KENT

From Cable Street to the
Anti Nazi League —A radical
history of anti-fascism

Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm
434-623-8064

Sunlight Centre, 105
Richmond Rd, Gillingham,
ME7 1LX

LANCASTER & MORECAMBE
Neurodiversity —Diagnosis,
identity and class

Thu 19 Mar, 7pm

LONDON - NEWHAM

Street movements to state
power—How modern
fascism organises

Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
597-631-7124

Ithaca House, 27 Romford Rd,
E154LJ

LONDON-SOUTH

Race and class—

Are working class people
more racist now?

Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
875-0394-3576 Pass: 283755
Vida Walsh Centre,

2b Saltoun Rd, SW2 1EP
LONDON - SOUTH EAST

Will Keir Starmer make
itthrough 20267

Thu 19 Mar, 7pm

Socialist
Workers Party
meetings

Meetings are open to
non-members of the
SWP.

Some meetings are
hybrid—on Zoom as
well as in person.

If your local meeting
is a hybrid one, the
meeting ID will be on
this page.

The password for

all meetings (unless
indicated otherwise)
is 967537

NEWCASTLE

A world unravelling—Why
you should be arevolutionary
Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
896-6481-2869 Pass: 112559
Newcastle Arts Centre,

67 Westgate Rd, NE1 5SG
NORWICH & EASTANGLIA
Street movements to state
power—How modern
fascism organises

Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm

Online only:906-652-5299
OXFORD

‘Now is the time of
monsters’—Gramsci

for the 21st century

Wed 18 Mar, 7.15pm
861-2001-6477

part of aworldwide struggle. YMCA, 56 Westover Rd, International Women’s Victoria St,EHT 2JL 992-204-9372 967537W 529-913-6390 New Road Baptist Church,

e fam‘?aigt';]f""so”ct'a.”ty with BH12BS Day—Globalising resistance ~ GLASGOW NORTH Friends Meeting House, Deptford Lounge, 9 Giffin St, 14 Bonn Sq,0X11LQ
wor\;/ers I @217 com rles.h_ h BRADFORD to a sexist system From coal mines to call Meeting House Ln, LA1 1TX SE84RJ PORTSMOUTH
€ Oppose Everything whic State and revolution— Wed 18 Mar, 7pm centres—The changing LEEDS LONDON-TOWER HAMLETS What is the Marxist theory

turns workers from one country

against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and

imperialism.We oppose all

of imperialism?
Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm
488-934-2809

535-864-6840
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL

Why Lenin matters today
Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm
885-9187-7552

nature of the working class
Thu 19 Mar, 7pm
Maryhill Central Halls,

Cuba—Blockade,
imperialism,socialism?
Thu 19 Mar, 7pm

Disahility—A very
capitalist condition
Wed 18 Mar, 7pm

immigration controls. The Deaf Centre, DEVON&EXETER 292-316 Maryhill Rd, The Swarthmore Education 896-1690-8769 Somersto_wn Community
We support the right of black 25 Hallifield Rd, Terror in Iran—Resisting G207YE Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse The Cabin, Centre, River St, P05 4PJ

people and other oppressed BD13RP imperialist war in GLASGOW SOUTH Sq,LS3 1AD St Margaret’s House, PLYMOUTH

groups to organise their own BRIGHTON & HOVE the Middle East Tired of the culture war? LIVERPOOL 210ld Ford Rd, E2 9PL Women and the far

(. Resisting imperialist Thu 19 Mar, 7pm Why we need revolution Strategies to drive LONDON -WALTHAM FOREST rlght—‘The fronth’ne
We support all genuine war in the Middle East 865-2972-2883 to win LGBT+ liberation back the far right Disahility —A very of the‘culture war

Thu19 Mar, 7pm
897-1685-8334

Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
Friends Meeting House,

Exeter Community Centre,
17 St Davids Hill,

Thu 19 Mar, 7pm
Roma Cultural Centre,

Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
493-925-5919

capitalist condition
Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm

national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia

demonstrates that a socialist Ship St, Brighton, EX34RG 43 Nithsdale St, Arts Bar, 22 Hope St, 543-023-057 Quaker Meeting House,
revolution cannot survive in BN11AF DORSET G412PZ L19BY William Morris Centre, 74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
isolation in one country. BRISTOL Will Keir Starmer make HARLOW LONDON - HARINGEY 6-8 Greenleaf Rd, E176QQ SHEFFIELD & SOUTHYORKS

State and revolution—Why
Lenin matters today
Thu 19 Mar, 7pm

Rosa Luxemburg— itthrough2026?
Arevolutionary for ourtimes  Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
Thu19 Mar, 7pm 863-7941-3641
asimilar system was later St Pauls Learning Centre, Centenary Club, 21
established by Stalinist parties. 94 Grosvenor Rd, Jubilee CI,DT4 7BG
We support the struggle of BS2 8XJ DUDLEY
workers in these countries against CAMBRIDGE From Cable Street to the
both private and state capitalism. Women, Marxism and Anti Nazi League —A radical
We are for real social, the path to liberation history of anti-fascism
economic and political equality Thu19 Mar,7.30pm Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm
of women. 681-800-4408 Mill Road 869-514-7392
We are for an end to all forms Community Centre, Charlton House Pub,

What is the Marxist
theory of imperialism?
Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
459-388-1576

‘Now is the time of
monsters’—Gramsci
for the 21st century
Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480 StJohn Vianney Church,
Mountsteven Room, 386 West Green Rd,
Moot House, CM20 3HB N153QL

HASTINGS LONDON-ISLINGTON
Understanding the far Why are the police still
rightin the 21st century rotten to the core?
Thu 19 Mar, 7pm Thu 19 Mar, 7pm

The White Rock Hotel, Elizabeth House,

LONDON -WESTAND NW
Marxist economics and
capitalism today

Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm St Mary’s Church, Bramall Ln,
8338-542-9842 Sheffield, S2 4QZ

West LondonTrade Union Club, =~ SWANSEA

33-35 High St, W3 6ND Trumpism versus the
MANCHESTER liberal order— Capitalism
Why we sell Socialist atacrossroads?
Worker—The role of the Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm
revolutionary paper 902-964-963 Brynmill

Wed 18 Mar, 7pm Community Centre,

In Russiathe result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China

of discrimination against leshian, 6 Hazell St, 21 Priory St, 1-10 White Rock, 2 Hurlock St, Friends Meeting House, St Albans Road,

gay, bisexual and transgender CB12GN DY11HA TN341JU N51ED 6 Mount St, M2 5NS Swansea, SA2 0BP

people. WOLVERHAMPTON,WALSALL
We oppose discrimination & SOUTH STAFFS

against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp

BOOKMARKS

Revolutions Thwarted
Poland, South Africa,
Iran, Brazil

by JohnRose, £12

Palestine, Imperialism,
and the Struggle

for Freedom
by Philip Marfleet, £10

PHONE 02076371848 WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Breaking Our hains:
Women, Marxism and

k,

the Path to Liberation

by Sally Campbell, Sarah

Bates and Judy Cox, £10

What drives imperialism and
how can it be defeated?
Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
914-9548-131

St Peter’s Café, Exchange St,
WV11TS
YORK,SCARBOROUGH & HULL
Marxist economics and
capitalism today

Wed 18 Mar, 7pm
8274-897-492

Clements Hall,

Nunthorpe Rd, Y023 1BW
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bz FRANKIE MURDEN

MOLLY RUSSELL was
14 years old when she
took her own life.

For months, she had been
bombarded with content
related to anorexia, self harm
and suicide on social media.

The inquest into her death
was the first to directly
blame social media and tech
companies for someone’s
death.

The new film, Molly vs the
Machines, directed by Marc
Silver, parallels Molly’s life
and the inquest into her death
with the rise of surveillance
capitalism.

Silver weaves the story
told by Ian Russell, Molly’s
dad, and her friends with the
politics laid out in The Age
of Surveillance Capitalism by
Shoshana Zuboff.

At points, the film takes the
point of view of social media
or the computer. Silver used
Al, feeding it prompts such
as “Tell me the story of Molly
Russell”. This humanises the
Al while dehumanising users.

Unchecked

Taking the role of antagonist,
the computer embodies
the now incredibly familiar
names in tech—FElon Musk,
Mark Zuckerberg and Peter
Thiel.

Starting with Bill Clinton’s
Internet Global Free Trade
Zone, we’re shown how the
unregulated power of tech
and social media companies

CINEMA

Sig tecr
destro

inthe ¢
ng your

ock for
o ives

TECH COMPANIES make profits from bombarding children with harmful content

profit from experimenting
on us.

The film follows the rise
of sites such as Facebook
and talks to whistleblowers.
By doing this, it carefully
examines the vast, unchecked
power we give big tech.

It shows how
tech is always
tangled up in

our lives
|

It shows how tech is
inextricably tangled in our
lives. In a chilling moment,
we’re told how in the minutes
before she took her own life,
Molly’s phone was tracking
the distance of her steps
around her bedroom.

The restaging of the
inquest and emails exposed
by legal cases show the
brazen confidence of the tech
companies.

Lotte Rubaek is a
psychologist who quit Meta
after it refused to take on
board any of her opinions on
social media and its impact
on mental health.

She said, “They want to
believe they can be part of
the solution without ever

being part of the problem.”

The film doesn’t just focus
on Molly’s story. It also
emphasises how social media
companies are lining their
pockets.

Though the verdict of the
inquest into Molly’s death
was a landmark victory, the
film explores the limits of this
kind of justice.

In the words of one of
Molly’s friends, the gavel goes
down but nothing changes.

Molly vs the Machines
is an incredible film made
possible by the phenomenal
bravery of Ian Russell.

It is a message to fight
against these companies for
our privacy, autonomy and
perhaps our lives.

COMMENT
KEN OLENDE

Remembering is an a act of resistance in Brazil

THE SECRET Agent
it is a historical
thriller which
follows Armando
as he flees from
persecution and
resists dictatorship.

The film is
different from most,
if not all, films about
the Brazilian military
dictatorship that
lasted from 1964 to
1985.

The plot of the
film is not focused
on the regime itself,
or on a single “great
person”.

The Secret Agent
is the story of a man
who is trying to
recover memories of
his mum and reunite

with his son.

It’s the story of
the common people
who, because of
political repression,
had to flee their
cities and change
their names to
survive.

Through this
people’s history, the
film shows us how
deep the scars left in
Brazilian society are.

The scars come
from a time when
all the news outlets
had to tell fantastical
stories because they
couldn’t tell the
truth.

From a time when
names were lost and
families’ histories

The Secret Agent

were forgotten.
The way that
writer and director
Kleber Mendonca
develops the plot
reveals what’s
happening and what
causes revolt.
Other films on
the topic would
make sure to state

that the regime
committed crimes
against humanity.
The regime tortured,
kidnaped and
murdered people.

But this film
makes sure to
also show that
the military
dictatorship in Brazil
committed crimes
of “lesa patria”-
crimes against the
sovereignty of a
nation.

The regime
claimed to represent
the nation and
waved the Brazilian
flag.

But at the same
time it operated
the state apparatus

to benefit foreign
companies.

The regime made
enemies of all of
those that could
endanger the profit
making of the
big international
companies that
supported the
regime.

The Secret Agent
is a beautiful film.

It is a film about
memory. The
memory of the city
of Recife in north
east Brazil.

And how the
histories of families
last or fade.

Louis Humberto
Vargas Velasques

In cinemas now

Colourblind casting,
racism and erasure

RECENT NEWS stories claim that the BBC had been
“warned” about its dramas’ “clunky” colourblind
casting. The BBC is charged with using actors for roles
without considering their ethnicity.

Several such stories have focused on the casting of a mixed
heritage actor as 17th century English scientist Isaac Newton
in a 2023 episode of Doctor Who.

These headlines misrepresent an independent report on
diversity at the BBC published in January. The report also
concerns gender and class, as well as presenters, writers and
other employees. Most of the issues it raises apply equally to
other television channels.

It worries about the shortage of roles for older women,
but its key concern is with lack of representation for “people
from working class backgrounds (in a way that represents and
celebrates their own cultures)”.

However, its estimate that the working class makes up
“about half of the population” is a serious underestimate. If
the class is seen as those people who live by having to work
for a boss for a wage, as Marxists say, it is closer to two thirds
of Britain’s population.

The weakness of a definition based on lifestyles is that
the report claims that the BBC'’s flagship soap Eastenders is
a great representation of working class life. Meanwhile the
majority of characters are small business owners, not working
class people. How often do people employed in shops, offices
or factories lead a television series?

Television shows also leave out difficulties faced by ethnic
minorities—from the crime drama Shetland you’d think no
senior police in Scotland are white.

Though as the report says, this presents positive role
models, while the truly unbelievable thing is the weekly
killing on an island that has only had two murders in the past
50 years.

Colourblind casting was originally introduced to celebrate
the talents of ethnic people who were rightly sick of only seeing
themselves cast as enslaved, bouncers, servants or gangsters.

Its strengths can be seen in a film like Armando Iannucci’s
The Personal History of David Copperfield, which provided
an anarchic liberation from racial or familial reality. Netflix’s
Bridgerton does something similar.

Hideous

But the way it is widely used creates pitfalls. More varied roles
come at the expense of no one noticing they’re not white. So
diversity can be satisfied by having a role written for a white
man played by a black man or a woman.

To avoid this you need creative teams from a range of
backgrounds. But in the media, casualisation and reliance on
unpaid internships has drastically reduced opportunities for
people from racial minorities and working class people.

Black Canadian actor and director Omari Newton calls
colourblind casting “a form of erasure”. It “dismisses the
racism that is embedded in the very fabric” of how Western
societies were founded.

The excellent and politically aware Sally Wainwright’s
romp Renegade Nell is about a highwaywoman in 18th
century England. Now this includes fairies and other magical
elements. But its theme is the sexism faced by Nell.

Her best friend is a black man who appears to be enslaved.
But the aristocratic villain is also played by a black actor,
while several other aristocrats are of Indian descent. This is an
18th century without the racialised slave trade or the hideous
racism of the rulers at the time.

Similarly, the 2022 comedy drama Dodger places Charles
Dickens’s boy thief, plausibly in a mixed race and gender gang
of kids. But in a London at the peak of its racist empire when
the chief of police is black and dines with the prime minister
without comment.

In such worlds, the contradictions and struggle that
actually improve things are entirely absent. Chartist workers
leader William Cuffay did make an appearance in ITV’s
Victoria. But he was portrayed as a window-smashing leftist
thug getting in the way of queen Victoria’s progressive social
reforms.

The brief flowering of dramas based on immigrant
experiences during Black Lives Matter showed the potential
alternatives, including Steve McQueen’s series Small Axe
and Michaela Coel’s I May Destroy You.
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Social care workers
to strike over pay

SOCIAL WORKERS at Blue
Triangle Housing Association,
Scotland, are set to strike on
Wednesday 1 April.

Unison union members
voted to strike last year after a
1 percent pay offer. The workers
provide essential care and
support to some of the most
vulnerable people in Scotland,
including those experiencing
homelessness, mental health
issues and addiction.

Workers operate across
12 local authorities and deliver
support to over 400 people
daily.

Therapists want a
real pay band

COUNCIL WORKERS providing
day services for adults

with physical and learning
disabilities struck for three
days last week over pay.

Over 100 Unison union
members employed by Wirral
Evolutions Day Services,
Merseyside, are demanding
their roles be re-graded.
Workers are arguing their
grade does not cover the work
they really do.

Capita back despite
pension failures

THE DEPARTMENT for Work
and Pensions has awarded
Capita a contract worth

£950 million over ten years.
Capita would be responsible
for delivering payroll and

HR services to more than
250,000 civil service workers.

But Capita is currently
failing to pay pensions to
thousands of retired civil
servants, leaving many without
income at all.

In a letter to work and
pensions secretary Pat
McFadden, PCS general
secretary Fran Heathcote
slammed the decision as
“astounding” PCS is asking
members to write to their MP.
Go to tinyurl.com/CPensdwp

College workers
won’t take bad pay

WORKERS AT Windsor Forest
Colleges Group in Berkshire
and Surrey are set to strike
next Tuesday and Wednesday
over bosses’ attempts to
squeeze their pay.

Bosses have offered them
a pay uplift of just 1.7 percent.
The UCU members also took
part in the national college
strike in January.

University walk-out
over rubbish pay

UCU MEMBERS at the
University of Sheffield
International College (Usic) are
striking over pay and conditions
on Tuesday and Thursday this
week and Monday, Wednesday
and Friday next week.

Usic is associated with
the University of Sheffield. It
charges international students
up to £26,000 a year to help
prepare them to study at the
university.

EDUCATION

Scottish teachers
set for national strike

bz JUDE MCKECHNIE

SCOTLAND’S TEACHERS
have voted to go on strike
in an ongoing dispute over
workload.

They want to pressure
the Scottish government to
keep its manifesto pledge—
to reduce weekly class
contact time by 90 minutes.

The EIS union has issued
a ten day notice, meaning
strikes could soon be on the
cards if a deal is not reached.

Andrew Fullwood, an
EIS salaries committee and
national executive member,
told Socialist Worker that the
government has “failed to
outline” how its pledge will
be implemented and teachers
need action now.

“Cutting contact time
would free up teachers for
tasks like preparing lessons
and marking. But we want
assurances that this won’t
lead to a cut in the amount of
time students spend in school.

“It will mean the govern-
ment will have to employ
thousands more teach-
ers,” he explained. “That’s
over 3,000 jobs that will be
created in Scotland.”

EIS tried to get a strike
mandate earlier this year,

but the vote failed to meet
the threshold.

“It was a risk balloting
a second time but we man-
aged to get people to turn-
out,” Andrew said. “That took
convincing the membership
that this is something worth
fighting for, and something
that we can win.”

Teacher John said work-
loads were “unmanageable”.

“Over 40 percent of
pupils in Scotland have an
additional support need,”
John told Socialist Worker.

“There is a whole scope of
different needs to identify and
that we need to put a plan in
place for.

“That can be really chal-
lenging on top of face to face
teaching. 90 minutes might
not sound like a lot of time,

EIS UNION picket line

but it would make you a
better teacher,” he said. “All
the teachers in my school are
determined to fight for this.”

Tina, a secondary school
art teacher, echoed John.
“Teachers in my department
have had to take long term
sick leave because of stress.
We're losing a member of
staff almost yearly,” she told
Socialist Worker.

“The funding is the biggest
issue. We don’t want more
teachers to be employed out
of existing budgets. We can’t
afford it. My department has
already had its funding cut.

“If there was more money
in education and more
teachers to support the needs
of these kids, we could be
making a real difference.”
BNames have been changed

Teachers won’t take cuts and poor pay

EDUCATION workers at
King Henry VIII School in
Abergavenny, Wales, are
fighting against bosses’ cuts.
Management is pushing
through a restructuring
plan, refusing to rule out
compulsory redundancies.
NEU union members
struck last Thursday and
were set to strike this
Wednesday and Thursday.
The NEU said members
are striking “due to the
employer’s failure to deal
with a significant budget
deficit, which has grown
over previous years and now

stands at £2.3 million”.
Bosses have failed to
commit to the protection
of existing terms and
conditions. Robert Goddard,
NEU Cymru industrial
organiser, said, “We don’t
know how this deficit
materialised. It is the largest
we know of in Wales.”

ENEU UNION members at
Colebourne Primary School,
Birmingham, struck last
Wednesday and Thursday in
a dispute over pay.

Bosses are denying
education workers pay

progression. Parents have
been supportive of the
strike, joining the picket
lines.

Liam Byrne Labour MP for
Birmingham Hodge Hill and
Solihull North has called on
the NEU members to “please
suspend industrial action
and return to work”.

Shirley Perry, from the
Birmingham NEU branch,
said, “He hasn’t reached
out to the teachers taking
strike action, some of whom
are also his constituents, or
the NEU to understand the
reasons for the dispute.”

Don’t let Lambeth council cut services

LAMBETH COUNCIL is
determined to push through
its latest round of cuts—and
last Wednesday over 70 people
rallied at the town hall to
oppose them.

There are two known areas
that will be affected—the
remaining council day care
centre, specialising in Dementia
care, along with the potential
closure of up to three nursery
schools.

Lambeth Unison union

led the protest. Workers

and service users from the
Dementia centre spoke
passionately about the
devastating impact the closure
will have.

One of the biggest cheers
came when Micki Loebner
spoke about how library
campaigners had occupied
Carnegie Library and saved it
from closure in 2016.

It will take this type of
action to save the current

services under attack. Workers
uniting alongside those who
rely on these services can
make the council back down—
especially so close to the local
council elections.

Green party, Independent
and Your party candidates for
the May elections were present
to support the fight.

With workers and residents
taking up the fight, this is a
campaign that can be won.
Tim O’Dell

Reaching a year of strike

STRIKING Gloucestershire
phlebotomists will hit an
extraordinary milestone
next Tuesday—365 days on
strike.

The 37 Unison union
members, who take and
handle blood samples from
patients at Gloucestershire
Royal and Cheltenham
General hospitals, have
stood firm in their fight for
fair pay.

These phlebotomists,
employed by Gloucestershire
Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust, have been carrying
out band 3 duties on band 2
wages for years.

To mark the one year
anniversary of their
strike for fair pay, a
demonstration and rally
has been organised by
Strike Map. It is supported
by a host of trade unions,
including the PCS civil
service union, Unite, Unison
and others.

This fight can be won.
During another rebanding

Phlebotomists on strike

dispute, phlebotomists
at Homerton University
Hospital in London secured
this exact demand—and
Gloucestershire can be next.
The whole labour
movement, trade unionists,
community campaigns
and supporters of NHS
workers everywhere, should
show their support and
send a delegation to the
demonstration.
MAssemble 9.30am, Tuesday 17
March, Weathered Man statue,
Sandford Park, Cheltenham
GL501DZ

March for rebanding fight

OVER 100 health visitors

at Cwm Taf Morgannwg
University Health Board
(CTMUHB), South Wales, are
currently on strike over pay.

They began a month-long
strike in February after the
board refused to pay them a
salary which reflected their
qualifications.

The incorrect banding
costs some workers £9,000
ayear.

The Unite union members
do vital community outreach
work for new mothers and
families.

As part of their fight,
strikers organised a march
around Pontypridd in South

Wales, last week.

“Spirits were high on the
march. There were chants of
‘money for bombs but not
money for health visitors,”
said Dylan, a local activist
who attended the protest.

“Local people are behind
them.

“These are workers who
are visible in this community,
they are known here for the
important work that they do.”

One striking worker said,
“Everybody who knows
me, knows how much | love
my job, so this has been
such a big decision. It's not
something that we've taken
lightly.”

East London strikes again

WORKERS AT Barking,
Havering and Redbridge
University Hospitals NHS
Trust in the Unite union
have escalated strikes.

Pathology and clinical
engineering workers based
at Queen’s Hospital in east
London began strikes last
month.

Pathology workers are
angry over plans to impose
a new shift system which

reduces earnings. Queen’s
has also failed to act over
harassment.

Clinical workers are trying
to stop the outsourcing
of their department to
Siemens Healthineers,
which would erode their pay
and conditions.

Union members struck
for three days in February.
Workers are set to strike
again for five days this week.

All out at petro terminal

GMB UNION members
at Immingham-based
petroleum contractor Briggs
Marine began an all-out
strike on Monday. Workers
are angry that management
has avoided due process to
dismiss employees.

Workers at Immingham
docks, operate one of the
Britain's largest petroleum
product terminals.

It is a COMAH site,
meaning it has the highest

levels of health and safety.
But bosses are trying
to replace vital health and
safety jobs with CCTV and
technology that is not even
in place. There is no health
and safety framework.
Strikers on a well
organised picket line, are
furious about how their fellow
workers and shop stewards
have been dismissed and are
determined to defend them.
Mark and Eleanor Woyen
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HIGHER EDUCATION

Essex University strike
against huge job cuts

by CLAIRE WORMALD and
CAMILLAROYLE
T

WORKERS AND students
at the University of Essex
are fighting to defend jobs
and education.

UCU union members
started a second round of
strikes last Thursday. Strikes
are continuing this Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, and
are set to continue Monday to
Thursday next week.

Bosses’ plans for cuts
threaten 400 jobs across the
university—more than one in
ten of the workforce. And they
want to close the Southend
campus entirely.

The Southend campus
supports degrees in social
work, nursing and dentistry.
Many mature students attend
these courses. They do work
placements as part of their
degree.

Student Beth told Socialist
Worker, “It’s nursing and
social work students who are
going to be affected.

“A lot of us are mums and
there are some grandparents.
If it wasn’t for Southend I
would never have gone back
to higher education so it’s
gutting.”

Taught

She explained that these
types of courses can’t be
taught online, and that
students can’t just move to

A RALLY last Sunday against the bosses’ cuts

another campus in Colchester
26 miles away.

“A lot of students don’t
know how they can financially
continue their studies.

“The wuniversity has
offered £600 as a one-off
compensation payment plus
£400 per academic year for
travel,” she said.

“But a lot of us are on
Universal Credit. When you
get any extra money you have
to declare it and it gets taken
off your benefits. So we won’t
get any compensation.”

Beth said that the local
community is very supportive
of keeping the Southend

campus open. Closing it
will not just deny students
education. It will also have
consequences for the local
hospital and the library, which
is jointly funded by the local
council and the university.

Workers and students
marched on 8 March—
International Women’s
Day—to build a collective
campaign with community
members and local MPs and
councillors.

Anna a social work
lecturer on the picket line,
told Socialist Worker, “I am
fighting because so many
people before me fought for

ANTI-WAR

Iran demo rages against Trump’s attack

TENS OF thousands of
marchers raged through
London last Saturday to
oppose the murderous
assault on Iran by the
United States and Israel.

Protester Atefeh told
Socialist Worker, “I’m Iranian
and I’'m 100 percent against
this”.

She said, “There are some
Iranians advocating for this.
But they don’t represent us.
We need to make sure our
voices are louder than them.

“They think they can just
overthrow Iran, we are going
to stand against that.”

On the first day of the
assault, US-Israeli missile
strikes killed 165 schoolgirls
in Minab, southern Iran.
Julie told Socialist Worker, “I
don’t know how grown men
can murder children. I don’t
think many people in Britain
want a war.”

Darius was at the protest
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‘Stop Bombing Iran’ ;.)Iacards
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with a cardboard sign saying,
“Women, life, freedom”. It’s
the slogan adopted by those
protesting in Iran following
Mahsa Amini’s murder by
the police in 2022.

He told Socialist Worker,
“I have family in Iran. I
support the people of Iran.
I don’t want them to be
under an oppressive regime.
But I don’t want them to be
bombed into the ground by

Israel and the Americans
either.

“US imperialism does not
help Iranians. They would
seek to install a puppet
regime and plunder Iran’s
oil and gas. If the Israelis
get their way they would
fragment Iran into a number
of failed states.

“Pm ashamed of the
British government and Keir
Starmer’s complicity.”

me to be able to teach, being
a woman, to be able to work
five days a week, and not six.

“I fight because I believe
in social justice. I am fighting
because I am a human being,
not a disposable object.

“If you told me that you
could see in a crystal ball
that Southend campus will be
closed and 400 people will be
made redundant, I will still be
fighting.

“Our humanity is worth
fighting for, and we lose it if
we do not.”

Beth said, “We have a long
way to go but we will get
there.”

Bristol uni
strike for pay

UNISON UNION members
at the University of Bristol
struck Tuesday and
Wednesday this week in a
fight over pay.

A lunchtime rally was set to
took place this Wednesday to
coincide with the university’s
postgraduate open day.

Members on strike work in
professional services.

This includes admin
workers, library workers,

IT services and student
support.

They are striking over a
1.4 percent pay award for
2025-26.

This equates to a
real-terms pay cut of at least
2.5 percent at a time when
workers are struggling with
the cost of living. Bosses
should cough up and pay
workers what they deserve.
M Picket line locations: tinyurl.
com/Bristolpickets

Scottish universities aim
for coordinated action

WORKERS AT five Scottish
universities could be out on
strike in a coordinated action
next week.

UCU members at the
University of Aberdeen are
planning strikes this Thursday
and Friday and next Tuesday
and Wednesday—

17 and 18 March.

At the University of
Dundee and the University
of Strathclyde in Glasgow,
UCU members are also set to
walk out on 17 and 18 March.
At Strathclyde, Unite union
members are also striking
from 16 to 20 March.

At Heriot-Watt University

in Edinburgh, nine days of
strikes are planned, also
starting on 17 and 18 March.

These strikes were meant
to start this week but have
been postponed.

At the University of
Stirling, UCU members voted
for strikes. But dates for
any action have yet to be
announced.

All the disputes are over
planned cuts. At Strathclyde,
bosses want to save £35
million by slashing up to
76 jobs. At Heriot-Watt, a third
of jobs in the Department of
Languages and Intercultural
Studies could be cut.

UCU ELECTIONS

Build the left after UCU
union election results

THE RESULTS of the elections
for UCU's national executive
committee (NEC) were
released last week.

Socialist Worker backed
the candidates from the
UCU Left grouping in the vice
presidential elections.

Sean Wallis and Regi Pilling
were running for these roles
from the higher education
and further education sectors
respectively.

Unfortunately, these
candidates didn't win.

On the NEC, 11 members of
the UCU Left and two others
backed by the group were

elected out of a total of 27.
Many of them are activists
who have led and won strikes
in their branches.

Having left representatives
on the union’s leadership
is important. They can help
put forward a strategy for
national struggle when post-16
education is under attack.

They can call for the union
to be proactive in opposing
racism and organising for
international solidarity.

The left grouping will have
to make a strong case for
these strategies next time it
runs for the leadership.

International Women’s
Day protests in Britain

THOUSANDS TOOK to the
streets of central London
for the 19th annual Million
Women Rise march last
Saturday. It was one

of several marches for
International Women’s Day.

In Edinburgh, around
500 people marched
through the streets with a
bloc organised by Women
Against the Far Right
(WAFR).

In Birmingham there was
a unity march and rally for
International Women’s Day
on Sunday.

Janine had a message for
the racists of Reform UK,
“If you bring Ice to Britain,
then we will bring the
resistance of Minneapolis
to you.”

She told the rally,
“Tommy Robinson says
it’s migrants and Muslim
grooming gangs who are the
cause of violence and abuse
against women and girls.

“But the biggest
grooming gang in the world
is the network around
Jeffrey Epstein.”

In Cambridge, people
came together for an
afternoon of stalls and
speeches in the centre of
the city.

Involved

Groups involved included
the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign, NEU union,
Green Party, WAFR, Gays
Against the Far Right and
those involved in services
related to violence against
women.

Misogyny is a toxic and
pervasive stain on our
society.

It continues to shape the
lives of women all around
the world every single day.

The rise in gender-based
violence and attacks on
reproductive rights show
that we are at a dangerous
junction.

Now, Western politicians
are dropping bombs across
the Middle East and trying
to frame it as women’s
liberation.

It is more crucial than
ever that we fight back.
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THE BRITISH state is targeting
Kwabena Devonish, a Palestine
campaigner from Cardiff in
South Wales.

She is facing trial under
anti-terrorism laws for a speech at
a Palestine solidarity demonstration
in November 2023.

Her trial is set to begin in Bristol
next Monday. The vibrant Justice
for Kwabena campaign held a
public meeting last Wednesday to
demand justice for her and an end
to the criminalisation of protest.

Kwabena spoke to Socialist
Worker about the reasons why the
state is targeting activists and the
threat the resistance poses to those
in power.

Repression

“The levels of state repression that
we’ve seen are because we have a
state that’s in crisis. We've seen a
huge Palestine movement, a global
movement, that’s called into ques-
tion the British government,” she
said.

“A lot of people on the
demonstrations are not just calling
for the end of the genocide, they’re
calling for the British government to
end its complicity in the genocide.

“It’s caused people to dissent
against the government. And they’re
really scared of that.

“They are scared of the idea of
people coming to the realisation

AUSTERITY

MPs have their snouts in the trough wh

Socialist Worker

DEMAND JUSTICE
FOR KWABENA

THE JUSTICE for Kwabena campaign is pushing back against state repression

that the state isn’t a neutral body.

“It’s not something that just
passively governs us, and gives us
all these liberties. The state has
its own interests and often those
interests don’t align with those of
working class people.”

Kwabena pointed out how

complicit the police are in the
state’s attacks. They are an instru-
ment of state racism, misogyny and
oppression.

“I think the South Wales police
definitely wanted to go for me
because of the campaign I've done
in Cardiff around police brutality

and anti-racism. It was a perfect
opportunity,” she said.

A Justice for Kwabena campaign
spokesperson urged everyone to get
to the demonstrations outside the
courts during Kwabena’s trial.

“This campaign is not just about
showing solidarity with Kwabena,
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we need to be as brave as her and
challenge the authoritarianism that
we're seeing,” he said.

Kwabena’s case is part of a wider
crackdown on those who hold the
state accountable for its actions.

The government’s attempt to
criminalise dissent is a threat to
everyone’s civil rights. But the cracks
are showing.

Unlawful

Judges ruled that the Labour
government’s ban on Palestine
Action was “unlawful” in a
significant victory last month.

The Filton 24 group of Palestine
activists were acquitted of “aggra-
vated burglary” after state prose-
cutors offered no evidence for the
charge.

And despite the government’s
best efforts, it has not been able to
smother the anger and resistance to
Israel’s genocide and warmongering
across the Middle East.

“Criminalisation of our right to
protest has been used as a tactic to
scare people,” said Kwabena. “But as
we've seen over the past two years,
that hasn’t worked. The movement is
still going strong and new people are
joining it all the time.

“Now, we need to be able to
translate the dynamism of the
Palestine movement into the work-
place and onto campuses, to really
tackle the state head on.”

Stand with Kwabena, 16-20 March,
10am, at Bristol Crown Court, BS11DA
justiced4kwabena.substack.com

le we can't pay bills

MPS WILL get an inflation-
busting 5 percent pay rise
next month. This takes
their annual salary up to
£98,5999. It is expected to
hit £110,000 by the end of
this parliament.
According to
the Independent
Parliamentary Standards
Authority (Ipsa), MPs
deserve a pay rise because
“abuse and intimidation
towards MPs and their
staff has been growing”.

It also cites the
“higher levels of complex
casework” they deal with.

This is all while workers
are getting below inflation
pay offers every year.

London Underground
worker Ebony told
Socialist Worker, “I have to
negotiate every single year
through my union to get
a wage to cover even my
basic cost of living.

“The fact that MPs just
get it awarded to them,

with no negotiation, with
no one questioning it—the
more I think about it the
more disgusted I get.

“There should be an
automatic, decent living
wage for workers—in the
NHS, cleaners, train drivers,
hospitality workers.

“The country relies on
these workers. Why should
we have to negotiate every
year, when we do essential
work?”

Shaun works for the

MPs in parliament

Department for Work and
Pensions and is a rep in
the PCS union.

The union recently
balloted for strikes over
a below inflation pay
offer, but didn’t meet the
turnout threshold set by
anti-trade union laws.

Shaun told Socialist
Worker, “MPs give
themselves a pay rise,
to take their pay to
nearly a £100,000 a
year. Thousands of PCS

members are claiming
Universal credit just to
survive and pay bills.
“Workers have had year
on year pay cuts while
billions are spent on wars
and attacking migrants.”
By far the biggest money
grabber in parliament is
Reform UK’s Nigel Farage.
The far right MP
combines representing the
people of Clacton with at
least nine jobs. He rakes in
close to £1 million per year.
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