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T 00,000 ANTI-RACISTS MARCH 184 %2
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EYEWITNESS REPORTS

FROM SOUTH LEBANON

Photographer Guy Smallman speaks to
emergency workers and activists on the
front lines of Israel’s assault

PALESTINE
Execution bill is
no aberration—
Israel is built on
racist violence

THE ISRAELI parliament
erupted in cheers at the
thought of murdering more
Palestinians on Monday.

Lawmakers had just passed the
death penalty law, meaning any
Palestinian Israel deems guilty
of murder “with the intent to
deny the existence of the State of
Israel” will be executed.

The bill passed by 62 to 48
votes.

The death penalty will now
be the default punishment for
any Palestinian found guilty of
“terrorism” in Israeli military
court.

Itamar Ben-Gvir, the far right
leader of the Jewish Power Party,
was the main advocate of the bill.

Wearing a sinister noose
pin on his lapel, he popped
champagne when it was passed.

Farright genocid.al racist Iltamar
Ben-Gvir

Prime minister Binyamin
Netanyahu and his Likud Party
endorsed the bill.

“We made history,” Ben-Gvir
said after the bill passed. “From
now on every mother in Judea
and Samaria will know that if
her child goes out to murder
someone, he is sentenced to the
gallows.”

Judea and Samaria is the
colonial name for the West Bank.
But that “child” can only be

Palestinian.

By design, the bill’s
requirement of terrorism against
Israel creates a division between
murder by Palestinians defending
themselves, and murder by
Zionist settlers who are grabbing
Palestinian land.

So the bill’s aim is
>>continued on page 5
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O®PERDITA FROM the actors’
union Equity was marching
because she worries about the
future of free expression.

“l look at what's happening
in the United States, and think
about what's going to happen
here, we are already facing
massive cuts to arts,” she told
Socialist Worker.

“Could Britain follow the US?
If you asked me a year ago, I'd
have said no. But today, I'm
less sure. It seems we have no
politicians strong enough to
stand up to them in this country.”

@SAMANTHA JOINED the march
with her family because she
wants her child “to be brought up
with the right values”.

“Those values are anti-fascist
and anti-racist,” she told Socialist
Worker.
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OFAIAZ TOLD Socialist Worker,
“Alot of people have a sense
of powerlessness, as do |
sometimes.

“It doesn't help that
our supposedly centre left
government is lurching to the
right.

“l joined the Green Party two
weeks ago—I'm not going back
to Labour now.”

ONIAMH FROM the Woodcraft
Folk told Socialist Worker, “We
are a youth-led organisation and
the youth wanted us here as they
are concerned about the future.
“We hope the demonstration
makes people realise that hope
is not lost.
“Itis important to keep
that hope alive. It will cause
politicians to realise that we
won't go down without a fight.”

« 1OGETHER AGAINST THE FAR RIGHT

Anti-racist majority out

THE TOGETHER alliance
demonstration will go down
as the day our side showed it
had the power to turn the tide
against the far right.

Half a million people took to
the streets of central London last
Saturday in the biggest march
against the far right in British
history.

Whitehall had quickly filled with
homemade signs, placards and
flags to the sounds of chants and
whistles.

But when the front of the march
reached the end, the back was still
on Park Lane where it had begun.

Three friends from north
London had decided to join the
demonstration after seeing Nazi
Tommy Robinson’s march of over
100,000 racists last September.

“Sometimes the negative voices
seem so much bigger,” Jen told
Socialist Worker.

“I think showing what we stand
for and that our country is not like
that is how we make ourselves
louder than them.”

Aaron said, “We’re here
essentially against the system and
the investment in our politics that’s
funding the far right.

“Things should be better. Things
should be for the people—not big
business, not politicians.”

Olivia said, “When I've seen all
the people out on protests against
the far right and against hate, it
makes you realise that you're not a
lone voice in it.

“And look at the number of
people here today—how many
people don’t agree with the racists.”

Danced

At the House Against Hate rave
in Trafalgar Square, thousands of
people danced to electronic music
and chanted, “Free, Free Palestine”.

Shygirl, who performed at the
rave, told Socialist Worker it was
“a perfect example to show that we
can still have unity”.

“Music can be at the centre of
the community. It makes sense to
utilise any medium to spread the
message,” she said.

“I'm really proud that people put
themselves on the line and in any
way contributed. Whether that is a
protest in their village or in their
cities, they can contribute.”

Banners ranged from the
Cambridge Woodcraft Folk and
Eastbourne Quakers to Friends of
the Earth, the Greens and the GMB
union.

The trade union blocs were the
biggest on a national demonstration
for several years.

Margaret is a council worker and
marched with a delegation from
the GMB union. She said it was
“absolutely vital” that unions were
part of the anti-racist struggle.

“We’ve got members who are

in full force on the streets

recent immigrants and carers, and
they are being told they will have to
wait years longer before becoming
citizens,” she told Socialist Worker.

“We have to remind people that
it was immigrants that built our
health service.”

At the rally in Whitehall, Green
Party leader Zack Polanski had a
message for Tommy Robinson and
Nigel Farage, “When we turn up in
our hundreds of thousands, we are
unstoppable”.

Unison union general secretary
Andrea Egan told the crowds,
“These are our streets and those
who want to divide us aren’t
welcome.

“We have to fight in our

workplaces, not just against cuts
and for better pay, but against
racism, sexism, transphobia and
for unity.”

She added, “If this Labour
government wants to defeat Reform
UK and Farage, the answer isn’t to
copy them.”

Ameen Hadi is a Unison
branch officer in Salford, Greater
Manchester, who is facing attacks
from the far right.

He said, “We are not going to let
the new nasty party of Reform UK
win the local elections.

“We did it in Gorton and Denton,
we can do it across Britain.”

Lewis Nielsen, anti-fascist officer
at Stand Up To Racism said, “Six

months ago on 13 September, I
stood on this stage and I looked
down Whitehall and it was a very
difficult day.

“It was the biggest far right
demonstration in British history.

“After that demonstration some
people said we were wrong to do
counter-protests against them.
Some people said we had to adapt
to the arguments of the far right.

“But in the past six months
up and down the country,
anti-racists have been organising
and mobilising.

“Our message to little Tommy
Robinson—if you come for
Muslims, if you come for migrants,
if you come for refugees, we are
going to shut you down.

“We’ve got a message for other
people as well.

“To the man who says he is going
to bring Ice to British streets, to
Nigel Farage the racist, the bigot,
the transphobe, we see you for
what you are.

“You’re a private schoolboy, a
millionaire. We are going to shut
you down too, Nigel.

“And to the man in Downing
Street over there, to any government
minister that attacks refugees,
attacks the rights of asylum seekers,
that uses the language of the far
right, we see you for what you are.

“This has to be the start of a
movement this country has never
seen.”
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AFTER 500,000 ON STREETS,

b; TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS

MALCOLM X once said that
“we’re not outhumbered—we’re
out organised”. The Together
demonstration showed that we
don’t have to be either—but
now the challenge is on to build
on its success.

The demonstration last Saturday
is a game changer for the anti-racist
movement.

Nazi Tommy Robinson
wants to march on 16 May. It’s
the same day as the Palestine
movement’s Nakba Day march—and
the Met police is favouring the far
right over protest routes.

After last Saturday, we know that
tens of thousands will want to stop
the fascists.

If you're campaigning against
Reform UK in the elections next
month, you can mobilise many
more people to get the anti-racist
message out there.

If you're organising against far
right thugs outside a refugee hotel,
you will know many more people to
mobilise onto the streets.

If you're a trade unionist, it opens
up opportunities to build anti-racist
organisation at work.

Let’s build networks of council,
health, education and other workers
against the far right organised from
the bottom up.

If you're facing far right arguments
about violence against women, you
know Women Against The Far Right
cuts through the lies.

The anti-racist networks, which
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) played
a key role in bringing together, have
to be deepened.

The NGOs, the Woodcraft Folk,
the Quakers, the ravers—we need
them all to stay active anti-racists
after the demonstration.

The trade unions, which
mobilised much larger blocs than
before, have to be part of building
those networks in every town, city
and workplace.

Setbacks

The far right is not getting it all its
own way.

In the past few weeks, it has
faced setbacks in the French local
elections, defeat in a referendum
in Italy and the Trump regime’s
unpopularity deepening.

In Britain, too, Nigel Farage was
forced to back down over his slavish
support for Trump’s war on Iran.

And the scale of the anti-racist
majority in Britain was on display
on the Together demonstration.

But what’s the best way to drive
home the advantage? There are
important debates taking place in
every country.

As we marched in London, eight
million people took to the streets
against Trump in the biggest day
of protest in United States history

A
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BUILD THE ANTI-RACIST LEFT

REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISTS are the heart of the movement against the far right

Tommy Robinson
wants to take back
the streets for the
fascists on 16 May.
The Together demo
shows we can

stop them

last Saturday (see page 7). The
No Kings protests were a sign of
the revulsion at Ice terror on the
streets and how the resistance in
Minneapolis inspired millions of
people.

But there are different visions
of where next for the movement.

The Democrats are trying to
corral it into “safer” forms of
resistance to what we saw in
Minneapolis.

Commentator Thomas
Friedman, a high priest of the
neoliberal centre in the US,
showed how it wants to claim
Minneapolis.

He wrote in the New York
Times newspaper that “the real

* Fight Farage %Resist Starmer

10In the

SWP

score here is Neighbouring, 1.
Trumpism, 0”.

What does this mean? Thousands
of people formed networks to help
neighbours trapped indoors and to
take on Ice on the streets.

But Friedman deliberately
downplays their militancy and
reduces them to, essentially,
“people being nice to one another”.

This isn’t what forced Trump to
partially retreat.

The economic shutdown on
23 January—which showed the
power of the working class through
collective action to disrupt the
system—was decisive.

It gave Trump and the far right
an almighty fright, but it disturbed
the Democrats too and they are
running to catch up.

These political differences matter.
The Democrats failed millions of
working class people and paved the
way for Trump’s return—and are
not the solution now.

Centrists
Lining up behind the centre will not
stop the rise of the far right.

Yes, centrists can win elections
against a far right candidate because
of tactical voting, as happened in
France last month.

But it is the neoliberal centre’s
politics that will act as a constant
incubator for its rise.

Remember that after Trump there
was Joe Biden—and then Trump was
back again.

Look at Keir Starmer, whose
Labour government is a recruiting
sergeant for Reform UK. In Britain,
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too, there is a fight over the best
strategy to break the far right and
fascists.

The far right is growing out of
the crisis of the mainstream parties
that have devastated working class
people’s lives with neoliberalism
and austerity.

This leads some on the left to
argue that austerity is the main
driver of the far right and to focus
on Farage’s free market policies.

But racism is the glue that holds
together Reform UK’s narrative
of “British decline” and we have
to break people from the lie that
migrants are to blame.

Celebrate 28 March—and fight
like hell to build the anti-racist
movement:

@®Stop Tommy Robinson and the
fascists on 16 May.

@®Support SUTR’s Stop Reform
campaign. Pick a ward in your
area and go for mass anti-racist
campaigning.

®Broaden and deepen SUTR
networks with all the forces that
came out onto the demonstration.

Alongside building the fight against
the far right and racism, we need
many more socialists at the heart of
the movement.

Do you want to stop the
billionaires not the boats?

Do you want to get organised
to tear down the whole system
that produces imperialist war,
climate breakdown, racism,
sexism, transphobia and fascism?

If it’s a yes, you should join the
Socialist Workers Party (SWP).
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Trump’s war
onlranis

desperate
bid to prop

up US power

bz ARTHUR TOWNEND

DONALD TRUMP’S war on Iran
hammers home that the United
States is a dying empire.

And, just like the British Empire
in the 20th century, it shows the US
is prepared to do whatever it takes
to hold on to its dominance.

Thousands of US soldiers were
assembling in the Middle East
for a possible invasion of Iran as
Socialist Worker went to press on
Tuesday afternoon.

White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt reiterated over
the weekend that Trump was
“prepared to unleash hell”.

“To be honest with you, my
favourite thing is to take the oil
in Iran,” Trump told the Financial
Times newspaper last Sunday.

“Maybe we take Kharg Island,
maybe we don’t. We have a lot of
options. It would also mean we had
to be on the island for a while.”

Kharg Island is a strategically
important oil and gas terminal
in the Persian Gulf, north west
of the Strait of Hormuz. Nearly
90 percent of Iranian oil passes
through the island as the coastal
waters are too shallow for large
tankers.

One US official said that seizing
Kharg “is not difficult”. But
defending US forces once they are
there would be a different matter.
Iran’s proven firepower would have
a very concentrated target on Kharg.

Assaults
The US has held back from assaults
on Kharg Island so far. It feared that
destroying Iran’s ability to export oil
would turn it into a “failed state”,
which could unleash all sorts of
challenges to the US and Israel.

And the US didn’t want to
provoke a reaction from its main
imperialist rival, China, which buys
90 percent of Iranian oil. Iran has
blockaded the Strait of Hormuz, but
is still letting some oil and gas bound
for China through.

With oil prices skyrocketing and
the unpopularity of the war escalat-
ing, Trump is getting desperate.

Kharg Island oil and gas terminal

Several weeks of US-Israeli
assaults on Iran have not
overthrown the regime. In fact,
the war has led to counter-attacks
on US bases and energy
infrastructure in the Gulf States.

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain
all reported attacks from Iran, and
the regime struck a US military base
in Qatar, injuring 12 US soldiers.

Over last weekend the Houthis,
the Yemeni resistance group, began
targeting Israeli military sites.

Throughout Israel’s genocide
in Gaza, the Houthis disrupted
shipping in the Red Sea. If they
restart that operation, it will add
further pressure to the global
economy on top of Iran’s continued
blockade on the Strait of Hormuz.

But US attempts to find an
“off-ramp” have so far failed. Israel,
the US’s watchdog state in the Middle
East, wants to push ahead with
“regime change” in Iran and grab
southern Lebanon (see pages 8&9).

The Iranian state isn’t playing ball
either. Trump claimed last week that
Iran was involved in negotiations
with the US and then issued a
15-point plan for a ceasefire.

But Iran rejected the plan as
“maximalist” and issued its own set
of demands, including an end to
US-Israeli wars across the Middle
East.

According to a poll from the
Associated Press and the University of
Chicago, 62 percent of respondents
strongly oppose the use of ground
troops in Iran.

Trump is now grappling with
an unpopular war he cannot get
himself out of.

THOUSANDS OF US troops are being deployed to the Middle East

Prices set to spiral as fallout from

Trump’s wa

KEIR STARMER held panicked
talks with energy bosses at
Downing Street on Monday to
discuss the fallout of Donald
Trump’s war with Iran.

Iran’s blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz has sent oil prices
spiralling. For every $10 rise in
the price of a barrel of oil, petrol
costs increase by 7 pence a litre
at pumps across Britain.

A wider concern over fuel
shortages has already hit
Europe, with Slovenia becoming
the first European Union
member to implement fuel
rationing.

The economic fallout in the
region is also acute. In the United
Arab Emirates, over
$120 billion has been wiped from
the economy since the beginning
of the war.

Qatar’s capacity to export oil
and natural gas has also been
severely impacted.

Consequences
Alongside the immediate
impact on energy prices,
further consequences are likely
incoming.

The OECD—Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development—downgraded its

hits globa

Starmer calls talks with energy bosses

growth forecast for Britain from
1.2 percent in December to
0.7 percent in March.

In periods of low growth,
cutting interest rates can be a
way to boost economic activity.
But with spiralling fuel prices,
inflation is now set to rise to
4 percent this year, up from the
previous estimate of 2.5 percent.

The economic storm caused
by war is already pushing up
the cost of living, including
mortgage payments. There are
signs that the cost of people’s
weekly shop will be next.

But it also means the
government’s cost of borrowing
remains high. It means Starmer
is likely to cough up even more

economy

excuses to avoid spending on

Britain’s public services.
Chancellor Rachel Reeves

has used to opportunity to

urge leaders of the G7 group

of nations to accelerate their

transition away from fossil fuels.

Effort

But Labour is making little
effort to actually push a green
transition. It has refused to
revoke existing fossil fuel
licences and is trying to press
ahead with drilling at the
Rosebank oil field in the North
Sea, which will have disastrous
environmental consequences.

Starmer’s popularity has been
boosted during the Iran war,
jumping 26 points due to the
perception that he has refused to
jump in behind Trump’s attacks.

But British bases remain
completely active in supporting
US terror. As US imperialism
begins yet another war which
will hit working class people,
Britain is complicit as it
continues to provide military
support to Trump.

As the cost of living rises and
inflation is set to spiral, unions
should organise to demand
higher pay.




1April 2026

Socialist Worker

'We'll keep fighting state’
say Filton 24 activists

bz ARTHURTOWNEND

THE POLICE arrested one of the
Filton 24 group of Palestine activ-
ists on Monday in an attempt to
intimidate the movement.

Counter-terrorism police snatched
Qesser Zuhrah in the early hours
under Section 44 of the Serious Crime
Act and Section 1 of the Terrorism Act.

She posted an Instagram story
saying, “Take direct action.”

Qesser was released from
prison just over a month ago after
15 months on remand without a
single conviction.

Her arrest is a reminder of how
the British state is trying to get on
the front foot after it was forced to
release almost all of the Filton 24.

Five of the activists spoke out
about the British state’s brutality last
week for the first time since being
granted bail.

Heba Muraisi, Qesser Zuhrah,
Teuta “T” Hoxha and Kamran
Ahmed, who were on hunger strike,
and Maddie Norman spoke at a press
conference last week.

“The state was incredibly successful
in isolating me,” Maddie, who was
held on remand for 567 days, told
Socialist Worker.

“Even for those of us who weren’t
on hunger strike, it was traumatic.
Every morning, as soon as I woke up,
I'd be lying in bed thinking, ‘Are they
still alive? Did they make it through
the night?’

“The state very deliberately withheld
from me people’s attempts to keep me
abreast of the broader movement and
to help me feel anchored in that. It
was a horrific time.”

While in prison, Maddie was
deemed an escape risk, meaning she
regularly missed medication and was
often denied phone calls.

Other prisoners at HMP Low
Newton were trained in how to
spot “radicalisation”—and Maddie
was interrogated by the Prevent
“counter-terror” programme.

Landscape
Knowing that her suffering was
nothing compared to what

Palestinians face every day under
Israeli terror kept Maddie going.

“That was definitely what helped
my comrades remain steadfast
throughout the unimaginable trauma
of the hunger strike,” she said.

Maddie said that one of the
toughest parts was the uncertainty.
She explained, “It was the fact that
every single day I grew more and
more convinced that I was going to
be doing heavy time, that I was going
to be there for years.”

The Filton 24 scored a
“monumental” victory last month as
nearly all the activists held on remand
were released on bail.

“When bail suddenly became a
prospect, the landscape changed
dramatically”, said Maddie.

During the press conference, the
Palestine Action prisoners detailed

their harrowing and dehumanising
experiences at the hands of the state.

Kamran Ahmed, who was on
hunger strike for 66 days, said it
became “quite clear” that we were
“not humans, just numbers”.

“We felt that every avenue was
exhausted, legally and socially, to
challenge the bias of our cases and
treatment, and to stop a genocide
going on abroad,” he said.

Heba, who was on hunger strike
for 73 days, has not heard from her
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SOME OF the freed prisoners
spoke at a press conference last
week (top) Protests at Wakefield
prison where Heba Muraisi

was held (above) Opposing the
Palestine Action ban (left)

family in Gaza for 27 months. “To
humiliate me, they took away my
keffiyeh and refused to give me
a headscarf—so I had to use a
pillowcase to cover my hair while
praying,” she said.

The British state wielded terror
laws against the activists—yet not
a single one faced terror charges. It
demonstrates the lengths the state
will go to suppress those fighting for
an end to Palestinians’ suffering.

The Metropolitan Police announced
on Wednesday that it will resume
arrests under terrorism legislation
for people holding signs opposing the
ban on Palestine Action.

“I think everyone in the movement
played a part in exposing home
secretary Shabana Mahmood and our
state as utterly farcical. It suffered a
humiliating defeat by any person’s
standards,” Maddie added.

“Yet it has doubled down with
ever more draconian anti-protest
legislation. It’s so shamefaced.

“But they keep coming. So we've
got to keep coming as well.”

WHAT WE THINK

ISRAELI DEATH PENALTY
ENSHRINES APARTHEID

>>continued from page 1

clear—deepen institutional protection of Israel’s policy of violent
settler colonialism in the West Bank.And force the Palestinians
who resist it to pay the highest price.

A United Nations report from 2025 shows that of the 1,509
murders of Palestinians recorded between January 2017 and
September 2025, only one Israeli was convicted. The rampant,
murderous violence of settlers operates under the watchful
protection of Israeli occupation forces.

Israel’s new murder bill has received widespread condemnation.
Even within Israel, there is an appeal to the Supreme Court—a
court that has done nothing but enable Israel’s barbaric genocide
in Gaza.

Some “liberal Zionists” fear it will further undermine Israel’s
“legitimacy” as a “democracy”.

But the bill is not an aberration—it is the product of a racist,
apartheid state.

Israel is, by its nature, a settler colonial state built on the
dispossession and genocide of Palestinians. Its aim was always to
drive as many Palestinians from their land as possible and maintain
a Jewish demographic majority.

But Israel has not been able to crush Palestinian resistance.

And, each time it fails, it drives a right wing radicalisation in
Israeli society and the emergence of more right wing forces.

Israel has swung between apartheid and genocide as the means
of dealing with the “Palestinian problem”. Since 2023 it has come
down firmly on the side of genocide.

The West has fully supported its watchdog state to serve the
interests of imperialism.

It is not simply restricted to Palestine—there is also the
constant bombardment in Lebanon, continued occupation of
Syria’s Golan Heights and desire for regime change in Iran. These
show how Israel’s colonial expansion has fused with an imperialist
dynamic to seize more land and challenge regional rivals.

In this way, Palestinian existence is resistance. Palestinian
steadfastness simply to remain presents a crisis for Israel.

Every Palestinian left in Palestine, then, serves as a further
radicalising force for the Zionist regime. Every eruption of
Palestinian resistance, every Intifada, pushes the Israeli state to
adopt more brutal policies to eviscerate Palestine.

The bill serves as a reminder that for as long as Israel exists,
Palestinians will bear the terror of a state that seeks their
annihilation with the backing of the West.

RIGHT WING PRESSURE
ON POLANSKI'S GREENS

REEN PARTY members were expecting to vote on the
G party’s policy on Zionism last weekend. A conference

motion stated that Zionism is a racist ideology and
called for a “single democratic Palestinian state in all of historic
Palestine”.

Disgracefully, there wasn’t even a debate on this. It was kept off
the agenda by repeated votes of “no confidence” in the chair.

The vote for Hannah Spencer in the Gorton and Denton
by-election reflects the demand for a radical, anti-racist alternative
to Reform UK and Labour.

But the Green Party is still divided between right and left. An
organised group of its members, including councillors, support
Israel and will try to block solidarity with the Palestinians.

And there are pressures even on its left wing figures.

In a recent interview in Bloomberg, leader Zack Polanski said
that governments shouldn’t strangle business or “tell them how
to do things”. He added that Britain shouldn’t eliminate its nuclear
weapons unless other countries also agree to disarm.

Its evidence of the pull of electoralism on the Green Party to
tone down its radicalism to appeal to the widest possible range of
voters.

Meanwhile, the Green Party bloc on the Together alliance
demonstration was full of Palestine flags.

The idea of a single Palestinian state is gaining popularity due
to the huge mass movement. These debates will be won on the
streets, not the online conference hall.
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Will arevolutionend
oppression?

FOR CENTURIES, oppression has poisoned every
aspect of life. No wonder it feels like sexism, racism,
homophobia and other forms of oppression are
inevitable.

But historically human beings have lived in many diverse
and egalitarian ways.

The oppressions we face today are not eternal. They are
rooted in class society and specifically in capitalism—in the
structure of the nuclear family and in the legacies of slavery
and colonialism.

Oppressive ideas drip down from the Epstein-Elon class.

But the ideologies that justify oppression develop their own
dynamics, deploying pseudo-scientific claims and imputing
racial and cultural inferiority to those who are “othered”.

Oppression serves the rich and powerful—but it does so
in complex ways. The well-off can oppose oppression that
affects them too. But they have no argument with the system
that breeds that oppression.

Movements that seek to unite the oppressed can be very
powerful—but on their own they are not enough to uproot
systemic oppression.

Oppression has a material basis in society, but it is not
reducible to the bosses’ bank balance. Whipping up hostility
against the tiny trans+ community does not increase profits.
But transphobia does divide us, creates scapegoats and pulls
political debate away from any potential challenge to the rich.

Karl Marx argued that racism towards Irish migrants
weakened the ability of the English working class to defend
itself. Anti-Irish prejudice impacted migrant communities. It
also meant the bosses could pay English workers less.

Prejudice can resonate with ordinary people because they
are forced to compete with each other. But when people
resist the system, prejudice can make less sense.

In 1968, London dockworkers marched in support of
Enoch Powell’s racist “Rivers of Blood” speech. Nine years
later, they were on picket lines supporting the Asian women
strikers at the Grunwick factory in west London.

Entrenched

If resistance develops into a revolution, deeply entrenched
ideas no longer fit and new possibilities grip the imagination
of millions. The institutions that sustain inequality are
overthrown as the competition between workers is replaced
with collective organisation.

The revolutionary process centres on people taking over
their workplaces and collectively deciding what to produce
and how. But this transformation of the material conditions of
life depends on transforming attitudes and social relationships.

Following the 1905 Russian revolution, Vladimir Lenin
wrote, “Revolutions are the festivals of the oppressed and
the exploited.

“At no other time are the masses of the people in a
position to come forward so actively as creators of a new
social order as at a time of revolution. At such times the
people are capable of performing miracles.”

In October 1917, Lenin’s view was vindicated. Russian
workers took over their factories. Peasants took over the
land. They threw off long-held habits of deference and
bigotry and embraced solidarity and liberation.

At the beginning of the 20th century, antisemitic pogroms
were encouraged by the Tsarist state. But after the October
revolution, the sons and daughters of pogromists elected two
Jewish revolutionaries, Leon Trotsky and Lev Kamenev, as
the head of their workers’ councils in Petrograd and Moscow.

National minorities oppressed under the Tsar were
given their freedom. Women won legal equality and
homosexuality was decriminalised.

Revolutions uproot the material basis of oppression. They
turn off the tap that pours out bigoted ideas.

But residual puddles of filth will still need to be mopped
up. It will take years for legacies of cultural and racial
superiority to be fully uprooted. And decades for alternatives
to the family to be created to free women completely from
expectations rising from the privatised family.

It might take a generation for diverse ways of living
to become the norm and lingering memories of coercive
relationships to be erased.

We need to fight against all forms of oppression today—
and bring closer a future cleansed of all oppression.

St Helens blown away by
antl-racist brass band gig

THE AWARD winning St
Helens-based Valley Brass
Band held a concert on
21 March to mark the UN
International Day for the
Elimination of Racial
Discrimination.

The concert was in
conjunction with Love
Music Hate Racism
(LMHR) and played for
around 300 people.

The event was
supported by the local
church, who let us use
the parish church. It was
also supported by Cafe
Laziz—a local refugee
charity and community
hub—as well as Stand Up

Defend right
to education

A SCHOOL in Greater
Manchester has banned
nearly 200 books.

This all started when the
school librarian ordered
Laura Bates’ Men Who
Hate Women. The school
leadership demanded the
book be removed due to
what they claimed to be
“exposure to misogynistic
belief”.

This quickly escalated.
The following morning,
comic books were pulled
out and soon an entire
campaign against the
librarian led her to resign
due to stress.

This entire story is
appalling and evidence
of the far right’s
anti-intellectualism
campaign.

There is a clear violation
of freedom to information.
And the use of Al to decide
what titles should be
pulled is atrocious.

What this has
highlighted, in my opinion,
is that some educational
institutions are starting to
fail young people.

In an era where the
media is promoting the
likes Andrew Tate and
Nigel Farage, children who
want to educate themselves
are refused that right.

How can Britain pride
itself as a democratic
nation if we allow far right
pressure to dictate bans on
George Orwell’s 1984?

Maddie
Manchester

To Racism (SUTR), and
branches of Unison, Unite
and the RMT unions.

Refugees provided
international food.

A local school’s African
drumming band gave a
demonstration of their
excellent skills.

An oud player
supported by an Arabic
singer played—you could
hear a pin drop during
their performance.

This was followed by
the main event—Valley
Brass Band, including
their training band.

A brief speech was
given by the local
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minister. She was thrilled
her church was hosting
the first brass band
concert in support of
LMHR.

Passionately

The leader of St Helens
council spoke about the
importance of
anti-racism.

There were also
speakers from SUTR who
highlighted the
importance of the
Together Alliance event
on 28 March and
encouraged people to go.

We also showed a very
moving film about the

Te Fig

plight of refugees living
locally. This included
women from eastern
Europe escaping extreme
homophobia—smashing
the lie that refugees are
all “young men of
fighting age”.

The polling looks like
Reform UK may become
the lead party in St
Helens in May. A lot of
work needs to be done to
stop them.

However, the myth that
everyone in places like St
Helens is racist was
blown away by this event.

Malcolm Jones
Wigan
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Outsourcing failure
leaves thousands poor

IT’S BEEN four months
on since outsourcer
Capita was awarded the
contract to administer
civil service pensions.

Now, thousands of
retired civil service
workers and spouses of
deceased workers are still
without any income.

I retired in December
and still have no monthly
pension.

Hundreds of current
civil service workers
have been loaned to
Capita to help clear the
backlog.

Calls to the helpline
are now being answered
but the call handlers have
no access to information

on individual cases, so
calls are a waste of time.

The Labour Party
promised the biggest
wave of insourcing in
history. How has it
responded to this
mammoth failure by an
outsourced provider?

It has awarded Capita
the contract to administer
civil service payroll.

A reward for failure?

Capita should be
heavily fined, retired civil
servants should be
compensated and the
work and should be
brought back into the
civil service.

Keith Crane
Eastbourne

Agitation
through art

JUDY COX excellently laid
out the socialist approach
to art in her column (SW 18
March). However, there was
one omission.

Art and struggle are
intertwined. In times of
upheaval, art becomes “a
hammer in which to shape
society”.

In Paris 1968
propaganda took on an
artistic direction. Rock
Against Racism utilised the
politics of music to unite
people against racism.

Agitation and
propaganda is not just
spoken, but felt, through
art.

Sky Harrison
Manchester

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS
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Biggest rallies in US history
say ‘no Ice, no war, no kings’

Activists in New York, Minneapolis and Arizona spoke to Judy Cox and Camilla Royle about
the resistance on the streets—and why the Democrats are a dead end for the movement

OVER EIGHT million people
took to the streets of the United
States last Saturday in the
largest day of protest in the
country’s history.

Donald Trump called on people
to take to the streets in Iran.

But it was on the streets in the
US that mass protests erupted with
3,300 demonstrations taking place.

It’s the third time that the
coalition of groups behind the No
Kings movement has organised
protests against Trump.

Their focus is a liberal defence
of “American values” or “American
democracy”.

But demonstrators chanted
and carried homemade signs that
condemned the war in Iran, threats
against voting rights and the White
House’s mass deportation raids.

The movement against Ice terror
fed into the demonstrations.

A popular chant was, “Say it
once, say it twice, we will not put
up with Ice.”

One of the largest rallies of
200,000 people took place in
St Paul, one of the “Twin Cities”
alongside Minneapolis.

Many

Student Leo told Socialist Worker,
“You could barely breathe there
were so many people on the St Paul
demonstration.

“There were tables there from lots
of organisations—the Democratic
Socialists of America, the American
Civil Liberties Union, the Sunrise
Movement which has been doing a
lot of direct action.

“There was a women’s liberation
table for abortion rights as well
as Native American dancers and a
black resistance bloc.

“They were linking it with
Palestine as part of the same
imperial greater Israel project.”

In Washington DC some
protesters marched to the military
base which is home to Stephen

The next step
should be making
May Day a focus for
working class
resistance to
Trump’s regime
I

UP TO 200,000 protesters rallied outside the Minnesota State Capitol in St Paul

Miller, the White House official
overseeing the mass deportation
programme.

Some chanted, “Stephen Miller’s
got to go,” and “We’ve got the
people outside your door.”

One protest group in Washington
stood at the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial and waved a 10ft-tall
Palestinian flag.

Eric Fretz spoke to Socialist
Worker as the march in New York
City came to an end. “Hands-Off
NYC, the coalition who organised
the New York City march, counted
350,000 people,” he said.

“At one point there were people
at the end at 34th street and still
people at 59th street where it
started. All the different anti-Trump
issues were brought to it.”

Eric explained that “there was
some ‘protect democracy’ patriotic
stuff, and some pro-Democrat
feeling”, but “there was much less
of that than last time”.

“There were a significant
number of anti-war signs and some
Palestinian flags.

“The official New York City
organisers brought ‘No Ice, no
kings, no war’ and that was picked
up a bit. We added ‘No billionaires’.

Many protests were in small towns,
with reports of towns in Republican
leaning areas seeing more coming
out to anti-Trump demonstrations.”

Eric said that “labour contingents
in New York included a diverse
bunch of DC37 municipal workers”.

There were large blocs from
SEIU local 32BJ, which organises
building workers.

“The next steps will include
building on this, involving more
union members, and organising for
May Day.

“This No Kings march had

noticeably fewer American flags
than previous anti-Trump marches
of its kind and was once again
bigger than its predecessors.

“It is also notable that the official
Hands Off NYC chant sheet included
the chant ‘From Palestine to Mexico,
border walls have got to go’.

“It was great that the
demonstrations occurred on the
same day as the huge Together
march in London against the
far right, and saw the issues as
connected.”

Nathaniel Hort told Socialist

Worker, “There was a pretty sizable
turnout in Tucson, Arizona. There
were a lot of diverse crowds and
groups operating here.

“There was a large bulk of people
against the war in Iran.

“They’re not just against the
fact that the Trump administration
didn’t go through congress, but
people that genuinely were against
US imperialism in Iran.

“They want all foreign affairs in
Iran to simply end.

“Most people were against
Trump’s foreign policies, social
service policies, border policies,
and his executive orders targeting
people of colour in government jobs
which has actively worsened the
conditions of many public sector
workers.

“There was a bloc of trans+
and gay rights activists holding
transgender, lesbian, gay and
non-binary pride flags which was
good.”

Governor

There is a danger that the Democrats
put themselves at the head of the
No Kings movement and divert it
towards elections.

Leo in Minnesota said that No
Kings is “very coopted by liberals
and the Democratic Party”.

Minnesota governor Tim Walz
was one of the speakers at the rally.
“He has been very lacklustre to say
the least in his response to Ice,” said
Leo.

“Some see No Kings as a liberal
parade. I understand the sentiment.

“But we do need to show how
many don’t agree with what’s
going on, without giving in to the
liberal framing—you have to be
steadfast.”

Eric added, “In the big cities that
had rallies, some speakers pushed
the idea that voting Democrat was
part of the resistance”.

This strategy will derail the
resistance to Trump.

The No Kings protests attract a
layer of people who don’t always
come on protests.

This can be the basis to build a
movement capable of challenging
Trump, not funnelling energy into
the Democrats.

Leo said that in the uprising
in Minnesota, there was a “huge
influx” of people drawn into politics
for the first time.

“I was following politics and
already had an opinion, I just
started doing something about it,”
he added.

The movement must stay on the
streets and connect with organised
workers to make May Day a focus of
militant activism.
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LEBANESE ACTIVISTS AND REFUGEES
FROMISRAEL'S WARTALKTO
OURPHOTOGRAPHER GUY SMALLMAN

‘WEARE ALL

VICTIMS...

BUT WE ARE
NOT ONLY

VICTIMS’

SRAEL'S ATTACKS have
displaced over a million
people since the beginning
of March. But Israeli bombs
and invasions are a constant
feature of Lebanon’s history.

As the state abandons those
displaced, popular resistance
in Lebanon has taken the form
of mutual aid, organising local
networks to support refugees.

These daily acts of solidarity
make up the heroic efforts to fight
Israel’s terror today.

Socialist Worker’s photographer
Guy Smallman has been reporting
from south Lebanon and recorded
the following interviews.

Hashem Adnan
Playwright, theatre
director and cultural
manager of the BAHH
cooperative at Betram

Betram was established about three
years ago, before 7 October. The idea
was to have this common area that
activists, groups and collectives could
use and to have this house as an office
for NGOs and initiatives.

It is a space that is flexible to
different situations—whether that
is war, economic crisis or relatively
normal days. When the war started, I

Ahmad Abass housing complexin
Bachoura, central Beirut after an

Israeli strike

P g

Packing pillows in for refugees in the Beirut Arts Centre

Hashem Adnan

felt that we had done half the work for
ourselves to be really responsive to our
people’s needs. The infrastructure was
already in place.

When things re-escalated at the
beginning of March, we were ready to
respond directly by calling for people
to donate what was needed.

People replied very quickly. We are
a society that has been through a lot
and people usually respond quickly in
such situations.

The place was flooded with clothes,
mattresses, winter coats. It was cold
and many people had left home
without even taking a jacket.

Many nights people would come and
stay, waiting for the bombing to finish.
It was like a temporary shelter. Our

TIMELINE

6 June 1982 [srael
launches invasion

of south Lebanon,
sparking a war killing
35,000 people

12 July 2006 34-day
war between Israel
and Lebanon. At least
15,000 killed

17 October 2019
Huge protests break
out against tax
increases. Prime
minister resigns

4 August 2020 Beirut
port explosion kills
218 people. Protests
against the government
force another prime
minister to resign

1 October 2024 Israel
invades Lebanon after
intensifying conflict,
including the Israeli
pager attack a month
earlier

27 November 2024
Ceasefire is agreed,
but Israel continues to
attack south Lebanon
2 March 2026 Israel
invades Lebanon
again and escalates its
bombing of the south,
so far killing over 1,100
people

contract is as an office, so no one could
stay overnight.

But it was a place to come rest,
access the internet, maybe have a
wash, drink a coffee and take what
they need and see how to be a
refugee—which is not an easy task.

This place is a network of networks.
Each collective is mobilised. Around
20 or 30 people, more sometimes,
are active in the operation of getting
donations, distributing and delivering.

Solidarity

There are people doing fundraising.
There are fundraising events all over
the world. We mobilised our networks
outside of Lebanon to be able to aid
our financial needs.

There are two essential roles we
play. One is at the level of solidarity.
Insisting on building and practicing
unconditional solidarity.

That is directly connected to the
idea that we exist in this country and
have a shared enemy and it is time for
us to be together regardless of political
or ideological differences.

This is something that is important
in the context where Israelis are
working actively to instigate a civil war
in Lebanon.

The second part is that it is a way
for us to have a direct relation with the
people who need aid. It’s not like big
international NGOs or even the state
where there is no relationship between
the people volunteering and the people
receiving.

The scale of our operation gives
us an opportunity to keep this
relationship. This is important to
people. To feel as citizens, active
citizens, not only victims of war. We
are victims, the people losing their
houses are victims. But we are not only
victims. I think this is very important to
underline.

But I think we have had a big
organising problem in Lebanon
since 2019. We are operating only in
crisis, only in emergencies. And this
emergency and this crisis have been
eating us. We are drained.

We don’t feel any real political
agency nowadays. We are trying
to formulate a certain kind of
political narrative that is beyond the
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Child stands in the
Beirut Art Centre,
surrounded by
supplies (top)
Boulos Saad (above)

geopolitical struggle happening. One
that is more connected to us, our class
struggle, the liberation movements,
anti-colonialism and anti-capitalism.
But the real dominator is the war.
We are not an active part of this war.
We try not to be only watching, but to
also be witnesses. To tell the stories
of our people, our struggles, our
resistance. But at the same time, to
build this solidarity as the only possible
way of finding politics in the future.

Boulos Saad
Head of operations at
Beirut Art Centre

The brutal and interesting reality is
that every time we go through this
sort of crisis, the more we witness
what is happening, the more we
practice this mutual aid and learn
how to do it effectively and preserve
our energies while we do relief work.

With this interaction and with
establishing these systems, we find
some kind of balance in how we deal
with this extreme situation.

Rhythm
There is also something special

this year, it being Ramadan has
additionally created this sort

of collective rhythm. Instead of
kitchens working from 7am to 10pm,
there is a rhythm where we work
until iftar, we deliver the food and

then there is time for rest.

We live in a much greater web
than this great disaster that we see
in front of us. Feeling held by these
rhythms and preserving actually
what orientates our culture, while
we respond to its upending and its
destruction and this attack, is one of
our greatest forms of resistance.

Ghida Krisht
Action for Inclusive
Development in
Lebanon

Action for Inclusive Development in
Lebanon (AID Lebanon) began in
2019, in the aftermath of Lebanon’s
financial collapse.

It was a grassroots humanitarian
initiative responding to immediate
needs—distributing food, organising
iftar meals for orphaned children,
supporting access to medicines and
helping families after loss of savings
due to the banking crisis.

Following the Beirut port explosion,
the group mobilised to respond to
urgent needs. Over time, it evolved
into a registered NGO with a stronger
focus on sustainable development,
particularly in education and
community support, while continuing
to respond to emergencies.

The organisation has ongoing
programmes with underprivileged
children and their families. This
has included educational support,
workshops, art sessions, first aid
training and community-building
activities.

In late 2022, AID Lebanon also
launched a women’s health initiative
addressing period poverty.

Volunteers

The group began as a network

of friends and has grown into a
wider community of volunteers and
professionals in Lebanon and the
diaspora.

Members come from diverse
backgrounds including economics,
engineering, business, humanitarian
work, education and health.

This diversity has enabled the
group to operate across multiple
functions—procurement, logistics,
needs assessments, education,
communications and community
engagement.

What connects people is less
a formal structure and more a
shared sense of responsibility and
responsiveness to needs. Networks
expanded organically through
community ties and people stepping in
where they saw a gap.

The work is grounded in a
commitment to equity and access,
with a strong focus on children and
women. It’s based on the belief that
supporting these groups has long-term
implications for community resilience.

The approach is intentionally
people-centred, prioritising dignity,
inclusion and enabling individuals and
families to regain some level of agency
in extremely constrained conditions,
rather than aligning with political
actors.

Despite the scale of crisis, there
are important forms of learning and
solidarity emerging.

This type of response fosters new
alliances between communities,
diaspora networks and professionals. It
builds practical, real-time capacities—

how to operate under constraint,
mobilise quickly and respond to
evolving needs. It reinforces the central
role of local actors as first responders—
not as a complement to formal systems,
but often as the primary mechanism
through which support reaches people.

Maintaining morale is an ongoing
challenge.

The team makes a deliberate effort
to remain present with communities—
visiting shelters, organising activities
for children and families and engaging
volunteers with specialised skills such
as child development specialists and
medical professionals.

Relief

These activities provide moments
of relief and structure in otherwise
unstable environments.

Many responders are navigating
their own displacement, responsibilities
and uncertainty, which makes
sustaining energy a collective effort.

Since 5 March, in response to the
current escalation, AID Lebanon has
reached approximately 14,000 forcibly
displaced individuals across Lebanon.

Assistance has included bedding,
cleaning supplies, infant items,
menstrual hygiene materials, clothing,
gas stoves and cooking support,
essential medical support and limited
cash assistance.

This response builds on previous
efforts during the October 2024
escalation, when the organisation
supported a large school shelter
hosting approximately 11,000
displaced individuals.

During that period, the team
provided informal education in maths,
English and Arabic and organised
activities for children.

A key element of that response
was involving displaced individuals
themselves in the delivery of activities.

The work reflects a continuous,
community-driven response to an
ongoing and compounding crisis.

What this moment continues
to show is that the response in
Lebanon is not something external to
communities. It is carried from within
them, by people who are themselves
affected and sustained through
collective effort.

These early experiences—
improvised, community-led and carried
out under severe constraint—continue
to shape how AID Lebanon approaches
response today. Not only as delivery of
aid, but as an effort to preserve dignity,
continuity and agency in the midst of
ongoing crisis.
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HE ARSON
attack on four
ambulances
of the Jewish
charity Hatzola,
in north London
last week, is a horrific
reminder that antisemitism

[

‘Inside job’ and ‘false flag’ hot
takes weaken our movement

is on therrise.

The firebombing of the
ambulances, parked next to a
synagogue, was an antisemitic
attack. And it comes not long
after the killings at the Heaton
Park Hebrew Congregation in

Greater Manchester in October.

We need unity against racism
and to stand with all victims of it.
One of the main barriers to
unity is the British state and the
far right, which are weaponising
the antisemitic attack to push

their own racist agenda.

The West wants to justify
the war on Iran in precisely the
same way it did in Afghanistan

and Iraq in the 2000s.

AN UNHEALTHY obsession
with false flag operations
is dangerous and damaging
for our side.

Author Craig Murray
wrote a piece last week
headlined, “The London
Ambulances Attack: Of
Course It Was A False Flag.”

This approach takes a
kernel of truth—the Israeli
state has carried out “false
flag” operations.

In 1954, Israeli military
intelligence unsuccessfully
planned to carry out a
bombing campaign in
Egypt and blame it on
various forces including the

farfetched. And it’s true
that “Iran has absolutely

[CRAIGMURRAY |

off the hook—and makes our
side feel weaker thanit is.
It is right to have a
deep mistrust of the state,
the spooks and their
stenographers in the media.
The ruling class does
conspire in undemocratic
ways in networks of wealth
and power.

Structures
But it’s not a shady
conspiracy—it’s rooted in
the social structures of the
capitalist system.

And far from being an
all-powerful clique, our
rulers can be brought down

zero record of attacks on
healthcare facilities™
He continues, “That is

Muslim Brotherhood and
Communists.

through the collective
uprising of the majority.
Things can be real and

_ The Metropolitan Police said | 1opy NjcK Timothy (top) and
it was treating the antisemitic | Njgel Farage of Reform UK

attack as a hate crime, not | (above) are attacking Muslims

terrorism. And it was unclear Chaos of course in stark contrast bad and rooted in and
who the perpetrators were or if | the Palestine movement. Nigel It aimed to cause chaos to Israel which specifically exploited by imperialism all
they belonged to any group. Farage, leader of the far right in the hope that British targets them in Gaza and at the same time.

The 9/11 terror attacks
on the Twin Towers in New
York were not an “inside

imperialism would maintain | Lebanon.”
its occupation of the Suez Ah ha! Gotcha! Well, no,
Canal. not really... And nor is it

But this hasn’t stopped the | and racist Reform UK, was one
British state and supporters of | of the first people to seize on
imperialism from insinuating the | the antisemitic attack.

But some take the idea

Iranian state must be behind it.

On the day of the attack,
Metropolitan police chief Mark
Rowley said that the “rapid
growth in recent years of Iranian
state threats is grave”. He then
added that it was still “too early”

to attribute the attack.

Evidence

The evidence for Iranian
links is so far flimsy and

unsubstantiated.

A group that emerged
only recently, Harakat Ashab
al-Yamin al-Islamia (HAYI), has
claimed responsibility on its

Telegram channel.

The Telegram channel only
appeared on Saturday and
appears to have been deleted
since. Sky News notes that “the
video posted at 6.13am this
morning on a Telegram channel
showed no evidence linking the

group to the attack”.

Similarly, the Independent
newspaper says, “While security
sources recognise HAYI’s modus
operandi, they do not recognise
their name and cautioned
against a rush to attribute the

Golders Green attack.”

Second, the breakdown of
mainstream politics in Britain

is fuelling the far right.

Various forces have jumped
on the horror in north London
to weaponise antisemitism
against Muslims, the left and

The Met police
chief jumped to
insinuate that
Iran was behind
the attack

“We now have a terrorist cell
embedded in north London,”
he said. He claimed that “a fifth
column of people are building
up in this country of people who
literally hate us and everything
we stand for”.

When the likes of Farage talk
of “fifth columns”, there should
be no question about what
they’re talking about. Their
aim is to paint Muslims as an
“enemy within” who are alien
to “British culture”.

On the same day as the
antisemitic attack, Tory shadow
justice secretary Nick Timothy
whipped up a moral panic
about a Muslim public prayer
in London’s Trafalgar Square.

He posted a picture on
social media of the mass
prayer at a Ramadan
event, calling it “an act of
domination” and “straight from
the Islamist playbook”.

Antisemitism is a far right
ideology and driven by forces
such as the movement around
Donald Trump in the United
States.

But sections of the far right
have been able to lie that
they’re protecting Jewish people
because they support Israel.

How do they square the
circle? Islamophobia is one of
the main forms of racism that
binds together the far right
today. The far right and the
Israeli state share a racist hatred
of Muslims and Arabs.

And some on the far right
can fall back on the old racist
division between “good Jews”
and “bad Jews”.

A key task for our side is
rejecting conflation between
Jews and Israel or Zionism.

Tim Stanley of the Telegraph
last week complained that many
people don’t make a distinction
between Binyamin Netanyahu,
Israel and Jewish people.

But who pushes this

THE ARSON attack on ambulances owned by a Jewish charity in north London

ANTISEMITISM,
ZIONISM AND
IMPERIALISM

The British state and far right want to weaponise an
antisemitic arson attack in north London to smear Muslims
and the Palestine movement. Tomas Tengely-Evans looks at
how the left should respond

The Six Day War in 1967 proved Israel’s worth as a watchdog
state to US imperialism (top) A bulldozer breaks through
the prison fence of Gaza during the Palestinian resistance’s
counter-attack on 7 October 2023 (above)

antisemitic line that
endangers all Jewish people?

It is supporters of Western
imperialism and Israel who
insist on the conflation of
Israel and Jewish people.

It was right wingers,
liberals and Labourites who
waged a two-year campaign
to smear Jeremy Corbyn and
the Labour left as antisemitic.

It is politicians and
pundits who demanded
that institutions sign up
to the THRA definition of
antisemitism that silences
criticism of Israel.

And it is the Tories, the
Labour Party, the police
and press who branded the
Palestine solidarity protests
as “hate marches” and a
threat to Jewish people.

HIS IS the
context
where some
people who
are outraged
by lIsrael’s
genocide buy into the
conflation.

In practice, it often means
downplaying antisemitism or
questioning whether it’s really
on the rise because it must all
be a smear against the left.

Here, we have to insist on
two things at the same time.

Antisemitism is real
and exists independent
of what Israel does. And
anti-Zionism—wanting the
destruction of the Israeli settler
colony—is not antisemitism.

Why do some people buy
into the conflation? After
two years of genocide, many
rightly ask, “Why haven’t we

stopped it?”

Some draw the conclusion
that Zionism is all-powerful
and all-pervasive—and, so the
argument goes, it is behind all
blows against our side. This
approach focuses on Zionist
ideology, rather than the
Zionist settler colonial project
and Western imperialism that
stands behind it.

Our starting point has to
be political analysis—and
building opposition to racism
and imperialism.

First, it’s important to get
the relationship between
Western imperialism and
Zionist settler colonialism the
right way round.

The US and Britain do not
support Israel because of an
all-powerful lobby.

British imperialism played
a crucial role in creating
Israel in the interests of its
Empire. In 1917, foreign
secretary Arthur Balfour
publicly pledged to recognise
a “national home for the
Jewish people” in Palestine.

Britain wanted to reshape
the Middle East after the fall
of the Ottoman Empire—and
colonising Palestine was a
means to do so.

Sir Ronald Storrs, the
military governor of
Jerusalem, said a Zionist state
would be a “little loyal Jewish
Ulster in a sea of potentially
hostile Arabism.”

Israel was born in a storm
of racist and colonial violence,
the Nakba of 1948. After
the Second World War, US
imperialism would take over
from British imperialism in the
Middle East.

of a false flag as a starting
point—and then add a
series of “inconvenient
coincidences” that take
place around the same time.
It is true that the “notion
the Iranian state would
discredit itself by choosing
to attack an ambulance
service in London” is

“another remarkably happy
coincidence that the group
chose to attack the London
ambulances just hours
before” Metropolitan police
chief Mark Rowley spoke
at a Community Security
Trust fundraiser.

A real problem with this
line of thinking is that it lets
imperialism and the system

Through the Six Day War in
1967, Israel proved its worth
to the US and the money
poured in.

There are tensions between
the US and Israel today.
As US imperialism’s global
dominance declines, it is more
reliant on regional powers to
secure its interests.

Israel knows that the US is
in a weaker position to restrain
it. And it allowed Netanyahu
to draw Trump into the war
on Iran, something the US has
basically admitted.

But the reason Israel was
able to do so is precisely
because the US needs it as an
outpost of imperialism.

It remains militarily
dependent on the US and has
reshaped the region in the West’s
interests over the past two
years.

ECOND, WE have
not defeated
Israel because we
haven’t utilised
the full power of
our side.

The Palestine movement
has rocked ruling classes and
changed the ideas of millions
of people. But we have only
seen glimpses of the social
power that could disrupt the
war machine.

At the end of last year, the
general strikes in Italy and
Greece showed the unique

job” by the US or Israel.
The horror perpetrated
by Al-Qaeda was blowback
for US imperialism. As
Socialist Worker’s front
page on the day read, it was
“Bitter fruit of US policy.”
Our task was—and
is—to build opposition
to imperialism and
Islamophobia.

power of workers to take on
the system.

The same is true in the
Middle East.

Socialist Worker will always
back the right of Palestinians to
resist by any means necessary.

We proudly said, “Victory to
the Palestinians,” on our front
page the week after 7 October
and rejoiced as the resistance
put up a valiant defence.

But armed struggle, and
a reliance on regimes in the
region, will not defeat Western
imperialism’s watchdog state.

We are for the defeat of
the US and Israel in the war
on Iran. But we don’t have
illusions in the Iranian regime
as a principled or consistent
anti-imperialist force.

It is a regional power with
its own interests, one that only
supports Palestinian liberation
in so far as it aligns with
its own aims. Instead, mass
movements that challenge US
imperialism, Israel and the
regimes in the region could
open the door to Palestinian
liberation.

In Britain, we have to build
unity against racism and
reject the right’s attempts to
weaponise the antisemitic
horror.

And we have to find ways
to build the organisation and
confidence of our class to
disrupt the system that produces
racism, genocide and war.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and democratically plans how they
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structures of the present

parliament, army, police and

judiciary cannot be taken over

and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism

and are designed to protect the

ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
aworkers’militia.

At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.

We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.

We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russiathe result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.

We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.

We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp

Come to a socialist meeting near you

THE Socialist
Workers Party (SWP)
has branches all over
Britain. We meet
most weeks, usually
on a Wednesday or
Thursday, to discuss
politics and to plan
activities.

The branch
meeting normally
has a speaker who
opens a discussion
in which all are free
to joinin.

Afterwards, we
plan the party’s
involvement in
local and national
movements.

Our meetings are
open to the public
and we encourage
participation.

For a local branch,
look at the list and
scan the QR code.
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L.ucy saying goodbye

ALL PICTURES: THOMAS RALPH & THEO MCINNES

Sensitive portra
the power of community

LANEY WHITE
EE

A GALLERY in Brixton,
south London, was abuzz
with the packed private
viewing of the Bibby Boys
exhibition at Photofusion.
The exhibition showed
the experience of the
asylum seekers aboard the
Bibby Stockholm barge in
Dorset and the community
that rallied around them.
At a time when we are
being pitted against asylum
seekers by politicians and
the mainstream media,
it was refreshing to
experience an alternative,
positive visual narrative.

Immersed
Photographers Thomas
Ralph and Theo McInnes
immersed themselves in the
Portland community during
the Bibby Stockholm’s
tenure on the island.

They developed strong
bonds with both asylum
seekers and Portland Global
Friendship Group. This
was a group established to
support those on the barge.

A unique moment in time
was captured within these
sensitive photographic
portraits. Asylum seekers
in limbo, dealing with
the adversity of a process
increasingly stacked

against them.

It was often a tense
situation on Portland, with
Patriotic Alternative and
other right wing agitators
descending into the
community.

It could easily be
considered a microcosm
of the national situation at
that time, culminating in
the summer riots of 2024
and 2025.

However, the message
contained within the
portraits is one of hope. The
power of the human spirit
and what can be achieved
when a community comes
together through kindness,
mutual understanding and
respect.

NOW SCRAP
THE BIBBY

STOCKHOLM

BARGE
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Davide and Reece

S SNOW

Gathering on Chisel Beach (top) Barbecue in Weston
(above) Protest to close the Bibby Stockholm barge at
Dorset Council (left)

COMMENT
MONDANA

What do nationalist
symbols project?

FLAGS CAN express collective identity, but their
meaning depends on how they are used.

The St George’s Cross is a good example. During football
tournaments, many people fly the England flag to celebrate
the team, where it’s generally understood as sporting
support not a political message.

However, the meaning of flags shifts with context. When
far right groups place St. George’s cross on lampposts,
it functions as a warning that the area “belongs” to a
nationalist identity.

National symbols become tools of exclusion, turning what
appears neutral in one setting into intimidation.

In the United States, Donald Trump embraced the flag to
promote exclusionary nationalism. In Britain, Keir Starmer
frequently uses the Union Jack to project an illusion of unity,
security and a shared “national interest”.

Such symbols can create the impression that society
shares common interests. In reality, under capitalism, society
remains divided by class. Workers do not share interests with
bosses and rulers simply because they live within the same
borders.

Rosa Luxemburg exposed the political deception that
often lies behind nationalist mobilisations.

In The Junius Pamphlet, written during the First World
War, she argued that modern imperialist wars are not
fought to defend ordinary people or civilisation. Instead,
they emerge from competition between rival ruling classes
seeking markets, territory and geopolitical power.

What was presented as patriotic duty was in reality a
catastrophic slaughter driven by capitalist rivalry.

Luxemburg was analysing conflicts between imperial
and colonial powers, which doesn’t map perfectly onto
Iran’s situation today. But the current conflict involving Iran
is shaped by overlapping global and regional imperialist
competition.

Context

The Middle East has long functioned as a strategic
chessboard for Western dominance and for regional powers
seeking influence. Recognising the role of nationalism in
this context does not mean treating imperial powers and
authoritarian regimes as morally equivalent.

Iran’s rulers also rely on a nationalist logic. Whenever the
regime faces a crisis, it presents itself as the defender of the
nation against foreign enemies and Western imperialism.

Opposing Western intervention and recognising Iran’s
right to sovereignty does not require celebrating the regime’s
leadership.

Within the Iranian diaspora, solidarity is sometimes
expressed through national symbols tied to ruling elites. At
demonstrations two flags often appear—the lion and sun
Pahlavi flag and the flag of the Islamic Republic.

For many Iranians these are not neutral cultural symbols,
but reminders of repression, imprisonment and violence.

Some monarchist diaspora groups display the Pahlavi flag
while celebrating US or Israeli attacks on Iran, promoting
nostalgia for a monarchy that ruled through a Western-backed
dictatorship. Under their rule, labour organisers, leftists and
democratic opposition were brutally suppressed. This fuelled
the anger that acted as a catalyst for the Iranian Revolution.

At the same time, the Islamic Republic’s flag appears at
Palestine demonstrations and anti-war protests.

For pro-regime supporters it signals the reach of the state
beyond Iran’s borders. For many exiles, however, marching
alongside it is deeply alienating. For those who experienced
imprisonment, torture or persecution, the flag represents a
government responsible, not anti-imperialism.

The key question is not what flag should represent Iran
or any other country, but the struggle of ordinary people for
freedom, dignity and control over their lives.

Across Iran, workers striking for unpaid wages, women
resisting gender repression and students demanding political
rights, represent the real forces for change.

Standing in solidarity with them means rejecting the
symbols of both past and present rulers. Rather than
rallying behind nationalist banners tied to authoritarian
power, solidarity should centre on international working
class cooperation and support for democratic struggles
everywhere.
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Strikers hope to
drive to rebanding

PORTER DRIVERS at Greater
Manchester Mental Health
NHS Foundation Trust struck
Monday and Tuesday over pay
and rebanding.

Drivers are a core part
of healthcare, delivering
samples and supplies across
Manchester.

But the Trust is refusing
to pay workers on band 3,
despite their job roles clearly
putting them above the band 2
rates they are currently paid.

Bosses have already
reneged on a previous promise
to reband workers, but the
Unison union members are
determined to win.

Airport workers
clean up with deal

CLEANERS AT Aberdeen
airport have won union
recognition and a pay rise.
Around 20 workers were
employed by ABM, but
have transferred to Bidvest
Noonan. As part of that
transfer, workers won official
recognition, represented by
the Unite union, and a
10.2 percent pay rise.

Bus strikes could
school bosses

AROUND 200 workers at
Universitybus, which runs the
bus service for the University
of Hertfordshire, are balloting
for strikes.

The Unite union’s lead
rep at the Hatfield depot
was unfairly dismissed in
November last year. Workers
say this was due to their role in
the trade union.

There are also wider
concerns around the
disciplinary procedures, with
younger workers being unfairly
targeted. The ballot will close
on 14 April.

More strikes for
pay to set sail

RMT UNION members in the
Royal Fleet Auxiliary are set to
strike after rejecting the latest
pay offer.

Workers are right to strike
for their pay.

But the RMT should be
harnessing such pressure to
transition away from war and
put workers' skills to more
socially productive use.

Strikes are set for 7 and
16 April.

Anti-racists defend
mosque from Ukip

AROUND 200 people turned
out in Dalton-in-Furness,
Cumbiria, to defend the
mosque that is currently
under construction and nearly
complete.

In a protest on 20 March,
Ukip leader Nick Tenconi and
around 60 other racists and
fascists rallied to oppose
its construction. We fought
back and outnumbered them.
The racist rhetoric Tenconi
spouted was vile!

Charlie Dowthwaite

Soas university

strikers are ‘fed up’

=
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TLETT

by JUDEMCKECHNIE

UNIVERSITY workers at
Soas in central London are
fighting a pitiful pay offer
of 1.4 percent.

Bosses imposed the
shocking “deal” on all Unison
union members in higher
education.

At Soas, cleaners, admin,
library and other support
workers struck for two days
last week to fight back.

A library worker told
Socialist Worker that it was
“insulting to be paid less for
the same work year on year”.

“At the very least, you
hope that just as everything
else goes up with inflation,
your wage does as well,” he
said.

The striker explained that
universities are being run
“like a private enterprise
now”.

Another striker, who
worked in admissions, said
they were “fed up” with how
they’ve been treated by the
university.

Rejected

“We put in a local pay claim
and they just rejected that out
of hand,” they told Socialist
Worker.

“But hopefully with a few
days of strikes, they might be
a bit more willing to revisit
that. And that’s what strikes

TLLLL

ON THE picket line at Soas university

are supposed to do, isn’t it?
Put pressure on management
to get back around the table.”

Antonia, co-branch
secretary of Soas Unison, told
Socialist Worker that the pay
award was “the lowest of any
public service”.

“It’s an appallingly low
offer,” she said. “Everything
else has gone up—members’
council tax has gone up by
nearly 3 percent, the cost of
even travelling into work has
gone up.”

Antonia said workers
are passionate about what
they do, but this has “been
abused because they’ve been
taken for granted. We're
doing multiple people’s jobs
because of the cuts to jobs,”
she said.

“The atmosphere has
become more and more
toxic. The days where we
would all work extra hard at
different points in the year to
support students, those

points in the year are all year
round now.

“It’s a challenge all year
round. You're working above
your hours, 365 days a year.”

She added, “We decided to
strike because we want to say
to our management that pay
is an issue here.

“And as the university is
about to start negotiations
on next year’s pay round, we
really need to draw a line.
What we want to do as well
is to inspire other branches to
get over the line next time.”

“We’re really proud to
stand up with the universities
like Manchester Metropolitan
University, Bristol University
and others who have taken
action on this.”

University workers across
Britain have already suffered
17 years of below-inflation
pay offers. Workers at Soas
are right to take a stand—
trade unionists should raise
solidarity for their fight.

College workers strike over safety issues

WELDING AND fabrication
lecturers at City of Glasgow
College are on strike from
Monday to Thursday this
week.

They are set to announce
more action if their health
and safety concerns are not
addressed.

Last Wednesday the
striking EIS-FELA union
members held a protest
outside the college.

The workers have been
in dispute since November.
They say that they and their
students are at risk of being
exposed to cancer causing
fumes from welding.

An independent report
found that not all hazardous
particles were captured by
the building’s ventilation
systems.

Workers and students—
including under
18 year-olds—could be
inhaling nickel, chromium,

Striking in Glasgow

manganese, iron and other
dust particles.

EIS General Secretary
Andrea Bradley said, “Our
members have a statutory
right to raise health and
safety issues.

“The college has a
statutory responsibility to
respond appropriately to
health and safety concerns
raised by staff.

“It is deeply troubling
that rather than engage with

our members, listen to their
justified concerns and put

in place the necessary and
very reasonable measures
requested, the college
appears to have sought to
intimidate our members into
silence.”

Bradley said that bosses
had dismissed concerns
about the risk as “alarmist”.

The union points out
that arms firm BAE Systems
sends its apprentices into
the college “fully equipped
with the requisite respiratory
protective equipment”.

But these are not provided
for the college workers. If
BAE sees the risk of being
exposed to welding fumes,
why doesn’t the college?

The branch said it stands
“in full solidarity with the
affected members in their
struggle for better and
safer working and learning
conditions”.

Support university strikes

BUCU members at
Northumbria plan to strike
again on 20-24 April (see
bottom).

HIn Edinburgh, UCU
members at Heriot-Watt and
the University of Edinburgh
are on strike this week (see
page 16).

WAt the University of
Sheffield International
College (Usic), workers
struck this Monday and are
set to strike on Wednesday
and Tuesday and Thursday
next week.

BUCU members at London
Metropolitan University are
set to strike on 15, 16, 21-23
and 27-29 April over plans to
sack up to 120 workers.

BWorkers at the University
of Sheffield have voted to
strike and the University
of Leicester UCU is set to
announce more industrial
action soon.

MThere are ongoing ballots
Glasgow Caledonian
University, Goldsmiths in
London, Sheffield Hallam
and Swansea universities.

Pink protest amid strike
against pension cuts

NORTHUMBRIA University
workers have hit 15 days of
strikes in their battle against
bosses' pension plans.

Bosses are trying to
force them to leave the
TPS pension scheme and
move to the USS scheme to
reduce the cost of employer
contributions. If workers
refuse to move, they face
having their pay frozen.

Management have now
said they want to make
£25 million worth of cuts by
the end of December. But all
the while they have increased
capital spending—including
on buildings—by eight times
in four years.

There was a sea of pink
as hundreds of striking UCU
union members and their
supporters marched through
Newcastle as part of the
strike last week.

Strikers Helen and Jo told
Socialist Worker it feels like
blackmail from the bosses.
Workers are told, “Do it or get
your pay frozen”.

They said they don't know
whether the strikes will win,
but “we have to keep fighting”.

Nursing student Sam
said, “We need to get a
message across that the
students support the strike.
The attacks on pensions
and the threats to pay are
unacceptable. It's part of

| Northumbria University

a wider attack on wages,
benefits and conditions
across all sections of society.
Every sector is getting
pummelled.”

Northumbria UCU branch
chair Adam Hansen told the
rally,

“Being here is not just
about saying no. It's about
saying something positive.
We are fighting for something.
We are fighting for a future
with decent jobs, fair pay and
conditions.

“If our management does
what it wants to do to us,
every management in the
country will do this.”

Adam is right that
bosses will try these tactics
elsewhere if they get away
with it at Northumbria.
Workers at Southampton
Solent University have also
struck recently. Bosses are
using fire and rehire tactics
to try to force them out of the
TPS pension scheme. A fight
back is essential.

Camilla Royle

Bus workers vote to strike
over sexual harassment

BUS ENGINEERS at Arriva
in Luton have voted to
strike in response to issues
around sexual harassment
in the workplace.

The manager at the
centre of the allegations
has been removed, but the
Unite union members are
still angry at how Arriva
responded to complaints.

They say that wider
management initially
dismissed the complaints
and refused to provide

support to those affected.

Multiple workers have
reported physical sexual
harassment as well as
sexual remarks, intimidation
and humiliation.

Workers are also striking
over the suspension of a
shop steward shortly after
the manager was sacked—
workers claim they were
sacked due to holding Arriva
accountable.

Strike dates are set be
announced.
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NEU EDUCATION CONFERENCE

NEU says it will step up
fight to stop Reform UK

UNISON

b; THOMAS FOSTER

EDUCATION workers will
throw their “full weight”
behind “stopping a Reform
UK government” and
campaigning against the
fascists.

Delegates at the NEU
union’s annual confer-
ence in Brighton this week
discussed how to take
forward the fight against
racism days after 500,000
people joined the together
alliance march in London.

They passed a motion
that restated the NEU’s
“opposition to all forms of
racism, fascism and far right
extremism, including the
divisive politics promoted by
Reform UK”.

“The trade wunion
movement must throw its
full weight behind stopping
a Reform UK government,”
it read.

Affiliate

It called on union “districts
to affiliate to Stand Up
To Racism (SUTR) both
nationally and locally”.

It instructed the
union’s national
executive to support

EDUCATORS AGAINST the far right on Together alliance protest in London

“school groups, districts
and regions to mobilise for
anti-fascist demonstrations”.
And it committed the union
to organising transport
to “anti-right wing
counter-demonstrations”.
Leigh Seedhouse, an NEU
national executive member,
who proposed the motion,
told the conference floor,
“The rise of Reform UK with
its relentless scapegoating of
migrants is a warning.
“SUTR is essential,
it is one of the few

Polanksi vows to provide
more funding to schools

“YOU’RE THE twin
heartbeats that are so vital
to keeping this country
moving. Education and
organising,” Zack Polanski,
the Green Party leader, told
the NEU union conference
on Monday:.

It is part of a push from
Polanski to win over core
Labour supporters. He
has spoken to ten unions,
including some affiliated
with Labour, and is set to
make five keynote speeches
at union conferences.

Children

“Time after time we hear
about how important it

is to give our children a
world class education, but
funding for schools and
colleges is stretched to
breaking,” Polanski said.

“Government after

government lavish praise
on teachers, on the value of
your work, and they refuse
to pay you propetly or to
even listen to those who
know best about what good
education looks like.

“So if [governments]
want to say education is the
backbone of this country,
they need to start acting
like it.”

Polanski argued that
Labour’s reforms “are simply
tinkering around the edges”
and instead argued for a
“move towards a genuinely
collaborative model”.

He said that the Greens
would provide more funding
to schools with a “tax on
the extreme wealth being
hoarded”.

Delegates who spoke to
Socialist Worker expressed
support for the Greens.

Ali from Plymouth told
Socialist Worker after
Polanski’s speech, “If
we can’t have a socialist
government, let’s have a
Green government.”

Oli from London said that
he thought the speech was
“motivational”.

“I would have supported
Labour before but not
now. I think the Greens are
becoming the alternative,”
Oli added.

movements capable of
mobilising at scale.

“When fascists have tried
to march, SUTR has been
there. When refugees have
been attacked, SUTR has
been there. When racist
policies are pushed from
above, SUTR has provided
the national platform to
oppose them.

“But SUTR cannot work
alone, we need the union
organisation behind it.”

The motion instructed
the wunion’s national

executive to run anti-racist and
anti-fascist training for
reps and produce materials
exposing the far right for
school union groups.

Delegate Abby Maddison
said “this motion puts
us clearly on the side of
resistance”.

She said the Together
demonstration showed
“when we come together we
have the power”.

“The role of the union
is to build confidence and
collective strength.”

NEU against the far right

THERE WAS a celebratory
mood at a hundreds-strong
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR)
fringe meeting at the NEU
education conference in
Brighton on Monday.

Around 15,000 NEU
members joined the union’s
bloc at the Together alliance
demonstration last Saturday.

Daniel Kebede, NEU general
secretary, recalled Tommy
Robinson’s 100,000-strong
march in September last year.

“I was there with many
of you being encircled in
Whitehall,” he said.

“Look at what we’ve built
in the six months since. It
wasn’t easy. It wouldn’t happen
without two organisations—
one of them is Stand Up To
Racism and the other is the
NEU.”

Organisation
He continued, “We have got
to drive Together and Stand
Up To Racism organisation
through every community.”
Chris, a union member in
Wales, contributed from the
floor. He said that the Together
demonstration showed that
“the working class is
anti-racist”.
“Do not let anyone say

SUTR fringe meeting

otherwise,” he said. “The
NEU was a big part of that.

It is the demonstrations, it is
the marches, it is our work

in the workplaces and the
communities, this is what will
make us win.”

Samira Ali, SUTR national
organiser, told the room that
Saturday’s demonstration had
“changed everything”.

“Now the opportunities to
push back the far right are
huge. We can have a massive
campaign against Reform UK in
the May elections.

“We can say we are going to
stop them in our areas and in
our workplaces.

“We can have networks
in our workplaces across the
country that hold the line
against the far right.”

Hundreds of teaching assistants joined picket lines

TAs strike over trusts
plans to cut pay and jobs

TEACHING Assistants (TAs) at
more than 20 schools across
the East Midlands stuck last
Tuesday and Wednesday

over plans for pay cuts and
redundancies.

Hundreds of Unison union
members at St Ralph Sherwin
and the Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic multi-academy trusts
took to picket lines to oppose
the cuts.

Proposals by trust bosses
could see some workers lose
more than 20 percent of their
annual income. Others are at
risk of redundancy, meaning
those who remain will end up
with heavier workloads for
significantly less pay.

Afloat

Bosses say that cuts are
necessary for them to stay
afloat. St Ralph’s latest
accounts show it ended last
year £9.2 million in the red.
As a result, the
Department for Education
told the trust to “provide
evidence it is expediting
efficiencies to bring in-year

savings, including staff
restructuring”.

But TAs and other support
workers at the schools across
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire
and Lincolnshire are
determined to stop
management in their tracks.

Bernadette, an early help
lead at St Bernadette’s in
Scunthorpe, said she was
striking because “there’ll be
no change in our working
day, but a fifth of our money
will be gone”.

“I can’t afford to live on
that and it means I will have
to lose,” she said.

Cuts like these simply
aren’t acceptable. School
support workers play a
vital role every single day,
supporting learning and
keeping children safe.

These workers are
standing up to protect
the quality of children’s
education. They should keep
up their fight until plans for
wage cuts and job losses are
thrown out.

Jude Mckechnie

Hundreds rally against
‘merchants of death’

PALESTINE activists
protested outside arms
factories across England last
Wednesday:.

The Palestine Solidarity
Campaign (PSC) called the
day of action at sites in
Bristol, London, Newcastle,
Shenstone and Towcester
that supply the Israeli war
machine.

In Bristol over 100 people
protested outside Elbit
Systems, Israel’s largest
weapons supplier.

Jack, who attended the
protest, told Socialist Worker
that “now more than ever
we need to take up the
argument of welfare not
warfare”.

Over 100 protesters
gathered at two arms
factories, Attewell and CPI
TMD Technologies Ltd, in
west London.

Sussan is an Iranian
activist from Hackney
PSC in east London. She
told Socialist Worker that
“because Israel has got
away with two and a half
years of genocide, it is now

emboldened to carry out
these illegal and criminal
wars on Lebanon and Iran”.
Andrew Feinstein is a
veteran of the fight against
South African apartheid
and leading figure in
the Palestine solidarity
movement in Britain. He told
the crowd, “It is companies
like this, like CPI, that are
an integral part of the Israeli
war machine.

Profiteers
“They are the merchants
of death. They are the
war profiteers,” he said.

Dozens of protesters
gathered outside the site of
Rafael in Newcastle.

Retired trade unionist
Mick said, “The trade union
movement really needs to
look at how they support
workers to protest against
what their labour is used for.
Organised labour does have
the power to disrupt the
weapons trade.”

It’s vital to keep
protesting against the war
machine.
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AS WES STREETING SMEARS TRADE UNIONISTS...

SUPPORT RESIDENT

b‘ JUDE MCKECHNIE

AMID SLANDER and blackmail
from NHS bosses and the Labour
government, resident doctors
have rejected health secretary
Wes Streeting’s latest offer.

Resident doctors in England,
formerly known as junior doctors, are
set to strike for six days from Tuesday
7 April in a dispute over pay and
jobs.

In the House of Commons last
Thursday, Streeting said the British
Medical Association (BMA) had a
week to look again at his offer—or
risk him withdrawing it altogether.

The BMA described the
government’s offer as a “crushing
blow”. It doesn’t go nearly far
enough to make up for decades of
underfunding of the NHS and the
erosion of doctors’ pay.

Doctors should reject Streeting’s
blatant scaremongering as an
attempt to bully them back to work.

Emerged

Talks broke down between the
BMA, the government and NHS
chiefs when it emerged that doctors
were to be given just a 3.5 percent
pay rise this year.

Resident doctors’ pay is still a
fifth lower than it was in 2008,
once inflation is taken into account.
The BMA rightly demands pay
restoration that would return

salaries to the levels they were at
18 years ago.

The BMA’s Dr Jack Fletcher said
what was on offer would mean
further pay erosion given inflation is
set to increase due to the US-Israeli
war on Iran.

“We have been negotiating in
good faith for weeks,” he said.
“We have made abundantly clear
throughout this dispute that our
aim is pay restoration, and any deal
that did not move us substantially in
that direction was not going to fly.
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“We are simply not going to put
an offer to doctors that risks locking
in further erosion of pay at a time
when doctors continue to leave
Britain for other countries.”

NHS bosses have been quick to
accuse resident doctors of seeking to

Scottish universities fight against massive b

IN EDINBURGH, UCU union
members at both Heriot-Watt
University and the University
of Edinburgh are on strike this
week.

At the University of Edinburgh,
all union members are on strike
on Monday and Wednesday,
with many also taking the action
during the rest of the week.

Bosses have proposed a
staggering £140 million worth
of cuts, which could see up to
1,800 jobs slashed. In December
last year, after UCU members
walked out en masse in nine
days of action, bosses agreed

not to make compulsory job cuts
until July 2026.

They also committed to
meaningful consultation with
the union. However, bosses have
failed to consult adequately with
the UCU branch.

They have barred union
members from key meetings and
refused to share the necessary
financial information.

Meetings about the “size and
shape” of the university are
taking place with highly paid
consultants in the room, but
without the UCU. Since these
meetings, requests to “reshape

the curricula”, including
cancelling long-running courses,
have filtered down to workers.

The university makes a
surplus. But principal Peter
Mathieson has called for a
“radical rewiring” of the way
it works. It means the same
number of students, but fewer
workers to teach them and fewer
courses.

With a ballot ongoing,
there could be more action at
Edinburgh if bosses press ahead
with their plans.

Heriot-Watt UCU is striking
Monday to Wednesday. Bosses
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DOCTORY’ STRIKE

cause “maximum harm” to patients
by striking for six days.

But doctors are not to blame for
an NHS on the brink of collapse.
The shocking truth is that while
millions of people are stuck on
waiting lists for operations, trained
doctors are being forced to sign
on as unemployed or go abroad in
search of work.

Expand

Last summer there were 30,000
applicants for around 10,000 jobs.
Streeting’s offer would only expand
specialist medical training places
from 1,000 to 4,500.

This fight is not simply about
doctors’ jobs and pay—it is also for
the future of the NHS as a public
service.

A win for resident doctors will be
good for all NHS workers. After all,
it’s not just resident doctors who are
furious at low pay and the deliberate
destruction of the NHS.

Over a million health workers
across the service are being forced
to work harder for less pay.

A victory for the doctors could
serve as inspiration for all workers
to launch their own campaigns
over pay and conditions, and
create a huge crisis for the Labour
government.

That’s why we all need to get
behind the striking resident doctors
and join their picket lines next week.

Go to bma.org.uk for picket line details

udget cuts

plan to cut at least 41 jobs in
Scotland and ten in Malaysia.

The cuts would see an end
to undergraduate teaching in
German or Chinese, which the
UCU says makes so no sense
educationally, culturally or
economically. Some 2,000 people
have signed a petition against
this.

Bosses also want to end the
Scholar programme, which
provides online learning to
schools across Scotland.

Join the joint strike rally, 12 noon,
1 April, Bristo Square, University of

Edinburgh.
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