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LEBANON

‘We have the right 
to resist Israel’
OUR PHOTOGRAPHER 
Guy Smallman visited the 
town of Nabi Chit in south 
Lebanon in the wake of 
deadly Israeli airstrikes. 

Mayor Sayyed Hani  
el Moussawi explained how 
the airstrikes were used as 
cover for a raid on a cemetery. 

“The village suffered damage 
in the battle,” he said. Yet 
fighters forced Israel to retreat.
>>Page 7

ANTI-RACISM

How can we 
fight far right?
ON 28 March, half a 
million people marched 
through London against 
the far right and racism.

Socialist Worker spoke to 
some of those who took to 
the streets about what they 
thought of the march and 
what they have planned for 
the next phase of the battle.

“I want to see a massive 
counter-protest on  
16 May to outnumber 
Tommy Robinson’s side,” 
says Anita in Hull.
>>Pages 8&9

THEORY

Why oil still drives 
the system
THE IDEA of an “energy 
transition” tells us technology 
will free the world from 
reliance on fuels of the past. 

But Iran’s near closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz has 
exposed how fragile those 
claims are. 
>>Pages 10&11



‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I lost $3m, which 
is the biggest 
brand deal I’d 
been offered 
in my life, over 
abortion. I was 
like—OK, losers!’
Swedish singer Zara Larsson

Grenfell was 
‘a tragedy’ but 
‘sadly, you know, 
everyone dies 
in the end. It’s 
just how you go, 
right?’
Simon Dudley of Reform UK

‘Many, many 
more people 
die on the roads 
driving cars, but 
we’re not making 
cars illegal’
He continues to attack building 
regulations 

‘I haven’t spoken 
to him, he’s under 
Richard Tice’s 
department, 
Richard 
appointed 
him housing 
spokesman’ 
Party leader Nigel Farage 
literally says it’s not his 
department to pass the buck 

GENTRIFICATION
Support fight  
to save market 
in east London
THE FIGHT is on to save 
Ridley Road Market in 
Dalston, east London.

Campaigners blocked 
private security from 
shutting the indoor Shopping 
Village on 31 March. 

They faced down the 
security for an hour, then 
occupied the building. 
Security had to leave as the 
crowd celebrated.

Police were called to the 
confrontation but dismissed 
it as a civil matter. 

Campaigners are 
determined to keep the 
occupation going. 

Local MP Diane Abbott 
joined them on Saturday to 
give them her support.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“It is important to support 
the campaign. 

“These people are fighting 
not just for their livelihoods 
but against the gentrification 
of Hackney and the driving 
out of the original residents.” 

Green Party mayoral 
candidate Zoe Garbett has 
been involved in the fight to 
save the market for years.

System 
She told Socialist Worker, 
“The shopping village is 
important to the market.

“There’s an eco-system 
in the market between the 
shopping village, the shops 
and the street market.”

The north end of Ridley 
Road Shopping Village 
has been labelled as a 
“development opportunity 
site” in a Hackney Council 
report.

Danny, who has been 
an active member of the 
campaign for eight years, 
told Socialist Worker about 
the next steps. 

He said, “We are making 
sure that the building is 
secure, so people can come 
down and support the 
campaign. You can come 
for a few hours, or stay 
overnight.

“We are putting pressure 
on the landlord to meet the 
traders’ demands for secure 
tenancies and to recognise 
existing tenancies. And we 
want affordable rent.

“The other dimension 
is Hackney Council. The 
council offered to take 
over the lease in 2022 and 
refurbish the building.

“The landlord wants to 
kick everyone out and have 
a ‘reset’. Any regeneration 
has to be in the interests of 
people who are already here. 

“We want the community 
to own its own assets.”

The Shopping Village is 
owned by Larochette Real 
Estate, an offshore private 
developer based in the 
British Virgin Islands.

Workers’ rights law ‘too little, 
too late’ to save Keir Starmer
by YURI PRASAD 

AS NEW legislation came 
into force this week, 
Labour tried to rebadge 
itself as the party of 
“workers’ rights.”

But it was a tough sell for 
a government that’s put the 
bosses’ needs far higher up its 
list of priorities.

Under the Employment 
Rights Act 2025, workers 
can now claim statutory sick 
pay as soon as they become 
unwell. 

They are also entitled 
to paternity and parental 
leave from the first day of 
employment.

Nevertheless, most of the 
measures Labour brought in 
are watered down versions of 
the promises it made before 
the last general election.

Pledge
For example, what happened 
to the party’s pledge to end fire 
and rehire practices, and zero 
hours contracts—the bosses’ 
tricks that have destroyed so 
many livelihoods? 

Answer—bosses objected, 
and Labour retreated.

And what of the parental 
leave that Labour proclaims? 
It’s now enshrined in law but 
will be unpaid. 

The paid carers’ leave 
the party promised is also 
nowhere to be seen. 

Paid leave is now deemed 
to be an “unaffordable” 
commitment.

Keir Starmer now claims 
ending the two-child benefit 

cap as one of his “proudest 
moments.” 

Yet less than two years 
ago, the same party leader 
was busy suspending Labour 
MPs for voting for exactly this 
measure.

S t a r m e r ’ s  s u d d e n 
enthusiasm for centre left 
posturing comes as no 
surprise. 

Outside his party, he faces 

a huge wave of popular 
contempt. One way that 
shows up is as a surge in 
support for the Green Party.

And on the inside, rivals 
i n c lu d ing  Ma nc h e s t e r 
mayor Andy Burnham and 
his former deputy, Angela 
Rayner, are circling his ailing 
premiership.

Union 
After Labour watered down 
its own parliamentary bill 
last year, Unite union general 
secretary Sharon Graham 
said that Labour’s work-
ers’ rights plans were now a 
“burnt out shell.”

But it was the union 
leaders themselves who 
allowed Starmer to break his 
promises.

The TUC union federation 
and the g iant  Unison 
union both talked of being 
“constructive” in discussions 
with the party leadership. 

But that was merely a 
codeword for cowardice. 

T h e  w a t e r e d - d o w n 
rights that came into force 
this week are too little 
to  t rans form workers ’ 
lives—and too late to save 
Starmer’s skin. 

You’ll never guess what Labour minister 
Darren Jones claimed ‘expenses’ for...   
by JUDY COX 

GREEDY MPS are 
planning to grab  
£300 million in salaries 
and business expenses 
over the next year.

They are awarding 
themselves a 5 percent 
pay rise. 

This includes an extra 
“cost of living” payment.

The pay rise will take 
their yearly salaries to 
£98,599 next year. 

And they are on course 
to be paid £110,000 a 
year by the end of this 
parliament.

The average wage in 
Britain is £39,000. 

But MP’s wages aren’t 
just high and rising fast—
they are supplemented 
by second jobs and gifts 

for the grifters. According 
to parliament’s latest 
Register of Members’ 
Financial Interests, MPs 
have declared almost 
£5.5million since 2022. 

The former prime 
minister, Tory Rishi Sunak, 
topped the earnings table 
at £1.29 million. 

This was from his 
role in promoting AI 
companies such as 

Anthropic. Far right 
Nigel Farage came next 
with over a million from 
sounding off on GB News 
and flogging off tacky 
Cameo video messages.

MPs also declared  
£2.8 million in freebies 
in the latest register—
including football and gig 
tickets. 

Abroad 
And they enjoyed 
£1.29 million worth 
of accommodation, 
expenses and travel 
abroad, registered as 
“visits outside Britain”. 

MPs can also 
supplement their wages 
with lucrative expenses 
claims. Conservative MP 
Karen Bradley claimed 
nearly £50,000 from 
2024-25.

And Labour’s Darren 
Jones was just a few 
hundred behind. 

Jones claimed for 
having his landline 
phone driven by courier 
from Bristol North to 
Westminster and the cost 
of moving house.

Labour industry 
minister Chris McDonald 
is certainly industrious 
when it comes to 
claiming his expenses. 

Last year, he 
claimed £500 worth of 
microphones and  
sound-absorbing wooden 
panels so he could record 
a podcast from his home.

McDonald claimed 
more than £1,200 for a 
boardroom table for his 
office. He said it would 
help his work in his North 
East constituency.

Darren Jones not using his 
landline 

UNITE UNION leader Sharon Graham 
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TRUMP 

US unions 
plan major 
anti-Ice  
shutdown 
TRADE UNIONISTS across 
the United States are 
preparing to hit Donald 
Trump where it hurts on May 
Day, 1 May. 

Around 200 people joined 
a workers’ assembly last 
Saturday at the Park Avenue 
Church in Minneapolis, close 
to where Renee Good was 
murdered. 

The workers’ assembly, 
backed by six local union 
branches, is building for a 
day of mass walkouts from 
work on 1 May. 

It adopted the slogan, “No 
Ice, No War, No Billionaires,” 
and discussed how workers 
can convince their colleagues 
to walk out of work. 

Organisers said, “The 
200,000 who attended the 
No Kings rally in St Paul was 
impressive. 

“But most of us know it’ll 
take more than rallies to 
put enough pressure on Ice, 
Trump, and billionaires to 
win major concessions.”

Flashbangs 
Trade unionists held a press 
conference last week. 

Marcia Howard is 
president of Minneapolis 
Federation of Educators 
Local 59.

She described how Ice 
agents “were throwing 
flashbangs at cars 
with families in them, 
at educators, here in 
Minneapolis”. 

“All of them had to be 
hospitalised. That was 
happening to our members,” 
she said. 

“These assaults will 
continue, not just against our 
immigrant neighbours, but 
against all of us if we allow 
this to continue.

“All of us as workers need 
to band together, not just 
here, not just in Minneapolis, 
but across the US.

“We have to show that 
where there’s people, there’s 
power.”

Faye Guenther is president 
of UFCW Local 3000 in 
Seattle, representing over 
50,000 retail, healthcare and 
other workers in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

“It’s not just enough to 
show up to whatever protest 
you’re showing up to,” she 
said. “You’ve got go back to 
your workplace.

“You have to organise 
a union so that we have 
permanent workers and 
permanent infrastructure to 
take on Trump.”

Racist Reform UK wants 
‘biggest cuts ever seen’   
by THOMAS FOSTER 

REFORM UK announced last week 
that it will implement sweeping  
austerity if it wins office.

Nigel Farage said that his far right 
party would carry out “the biggest 
cuts to the benefits bill ever seen in 
the history of this country”.

Robert Jenrick, the racist party’s 
“shadow chancellor”, said that 
Reform UK “will cut tens and tens 
of billions of pounds of taxpayers’ 
money that the government wastes 
every year”.

His stated starting figure for these 
cuts was £40 billion.

Racism is central to Reform’s  
justifications for austerity.

Jenrick went on a racist rant about 
the amount of money the government 
spends housing “illegal” migrants. He 
complained about migrants claiming 
Universal Credit (UC) and about the 
Personal Independence Payment 
(Pip).

The far right party announced it 
“will end universal credit for foreign 
nationals, cut foreign aid, stop 
spurious mental health claims for 
Pip and scrap the net zero schemes”.

Closing down UC for anyone who 
is not yet a British citizen will bring 
about brutal economic hardship.

It will mean migrant workers who 
have lived and worked in Britain for 
years will be left in the lurch if they 
fall on hard times.

Claim 
Making Pip harder to claim will 
mean disabled people will lose a vital 
lifeline. Toughening up such benefits 
will push more people into poverty. 

And any attack on migrants or  
disabled people is a stepping stone to 
attacks on social security and public 
services for all of us. 

Jenrick also said that Reform UK 
will review whether to stop public 
sector workers joining “defined 

benefit” pension schemes, which 
pay out a guaranteed income in 
retirement.  

Closing down schemes such as 
the Teachers’ Pension Scheme to 
new entrants will leave millions of 
workers worse off. 

The  announcement  shows  
the importance of organising  
anti-racist networks in workplaces and  
sectors, such as Educators Against the 
Far Right or Council Workers Against 
the Far Right.

It’s vital to build organisation at 
the grassroots to resist the right’s 
attacks—and to put pressure on 

union leaders to lead a bigger 
national fightback.  

The half a million strong Together  
demonstration in London last month 
is a strong basis to boost organising 
(see pages 8&9). 

And the scale of the far right 
party’s proposed attacks makes Stand 
Up To Racism’s (SUTR) Stop Reform 
UK campaign all the more important.

The campaign wil l  oppose 
Reform UK in English local and 
Scottish and Welsh parliamentary 
elections on 7 May, with the  
ambition to deliver hundreds of 
thousands of leaflets. 

SUTR was set to hold an online 
launch on Tuesday after Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Speakers at the launch include 
Green Party deputy leader Mothin 
Ali, Unison union general secretary 
Andrea Egan and Labour MP Kim 
Johnson. 

Pick a ward in your area and go for 
mass anti-racist campaigning.

And broaden and deepen SUTR 
networks in towns, cities and  
workplaces with all the forces 
that came out on the Together 
demonstration.
standuptoracism.org.uk

RACIST RICH boys Robert Jenrick and Nigel Farage are coming for your wages, benefits and pensions                  
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Starmer 
wants you  
to pay price 
of Trump’s 
war on Iran
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

THE UNITED States and Israel 
were threatening to commit 
war crimes against Iranians, as 
Socialist Worker went to press 
on Tuesday.

The Israeli military issued a 
menacing warning to “passengers in 
Iran” that “presence on trains and 
near railway lines endangers your 
life”.

Donald Trump claimed that Iran 
“could be taken out in one night”—
and that Iranians were “willing to 
suffer” and wanted the US to “please 
keep bombing”.

Once again, he threatened to 
bomb power plants unless Iran 
reopened the Strait of Hormuz by 
8pm on Tuesday.

It hammers home that US-Israeli 
bombs will never bring liberation. 
And there is a need for an anti‑war, 
anti‑imperialist movement in Britain.

Whatever the outcome of the 
war, it has already unleashed chaos 
across the world. 

Subsidised
When mainstream pundits talk 
about the consequences they 
abstractly muse about the impact on 
“the markets” and “economy”.

But the price of Trump’s war will 
not be paid by some abstract “global 
economy”. It will be you, your 
family, your friends and millions of 
other working class people.

“Although the war could shape the 
global economy in different ways, 
all roads lead to higher prices and 
slower growth,” the International 
Monetary Fund says.

The shockwaves from the Strait of 
Hormuz are already hitting farmers 
in India. The blockade has driven up 
the price of nitrogen and urea, used 
in fertilisers, by around 170 percent.

This means Indian farmers will 
not be able to buy fertiliser at 
subsidised prices.

The consequences are further 
reaching still. India exports grain 
across Asia, including to the United 
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia.

Meanwhile, politicians and the 
media in South Korea fear the 

impending impact on food prices. 
South  Korea  impor t s  over  
40 percent of its urea from the 
Middle East and nearly all of it 
passes through the Strait of Hormuz.

A report from investment bank 
Goldman Sachs warns of rising food 
prices as “fertilisers account for 
approximately 20 percent of grain 
production costs”.

The food industry in Britain is far 
from immune. Farmers have already 
faced a 60 percent leap in the price 
of “red diesel” fuel, a far higher 
increase than petrol for cars.

Britain imports around 60 percent 
of its nitrogen fertilisers. While much 
of it does not come from the Middle 
East, global prices are still impacted 
if the main supply is choked off in 
Hormuz.

In the long term, it can build 
upward pressure on crop prices.

But, even in the shorter term, 
supermarket bosses can jack up in 
price of food. They’ll be looking 
to use the war as an excuse for 
profiteering. We saw this in the 
inflationary surge that followed 
Russia’s invasion of the Ukraine in 
2022.

The Labour government, which 
caves to the slightest bit of pressure 
from big business, will double down 
on making working class people 
pay.

Let’s popularise the slogan, “We 
won’t pay for Trump’s war,” in the 
labour movement. The only way to 
make sure we don’t pay is through a 
much higher level of strikes against 
the Labour government and bosses.

Organise now for a hot autumn. 

Oil bosses want to drive us to 
disaster with North Sea drilling
AS WAR in the Middle East sends 
oil and gas prices skyrocketing, 
Labour is looking to drive up 
production in the North Sea. 

Energy secretary Ed Miliband 
wants to give the go ahead for 
drilling at the Jackdaw gas 
field off the coast of Aberdeen, 
Scotland. 

It has not been approved so far 
due to a Supreme Court ruling 
against another North Sea oil 
and gas field, Rosebank, in 2025. 

Right wing politicians and the 
fossil fuel industry have piled 
pressure on Miliband. 

Tory leader Kemi Badenoch 
said, “Miliband is the villain in 
this story. 

“His ideology is making 
Britain poorer, weaker and more 
dependent.

“Our choice is different. Back 
British energy. Cut bills. Save 
industry. Get Britain drilling.”

But the Donald Trump-style 
“drill, baby, drill” strategy for 
Britain will drive climate disaster 
and funnel profits into the hands 
of the oil giants. 

Millions of British people face 
fuel poverty. 

But Badenoch’s plans would 
not reduce the cost of heating 
our homes or filling up at the 

petrol pump. This is because the 
price of oil and gas is set on the 
international market. 

Regressive
And the Conservatives want to 
remove the windfall tax on North 
Sea oil and gas companies. 

These taxes bring in billions 
for the government and prevent 
massive private sector energy 
giants from creaming off even 
more profits as the cost of oil 
goes up. 

Badenoch’s claims to be able 
to bring down the cost of heating 
are largely based on a proposal 
to remove VAT from energy bills. 

But this would be a regressive 
policy. The richest would benefit 
the most as they drive their big 
cars and heat their mansions.  

Expert Anupama Sen said, 
“The idea that draining the North 
Sea would make Britain more 
energy secure or significantly 
save on household bills is sheer 
fantasy.”

“A ‘drill, baby, drill’ approach 
to extraction would actually cost 
households more money”.

Energy company Ithaca has 
also recently submitted an 
application to try to open up the 
North Sea’s Cambo oil field.

However, the story of Cambo 
is also a story of how fighting 
back can win. Shell abandoned 
its stake in the Cambo field in 
late 2021, the same time the Cop 
climate talks were taking place 
in Glasgow. 

Today, trade unionists are 
getting behind the movement 
against North Sea oil and gas. 

A statement opposing 
Rosebank has been signed by 
nearly 2,000 union members and 
by the leaders of eight national 
unions on behalf of their unions.

It’s a shame that the Unite 
union wants Labour to approve 
Jackdaw and Rosebank. 

A campaign on the scale that 
stopped Cambo before could 
stop the government driving us 
to disaster again. 

Socialist Worker 	 8 April 2026

THE UNITED States and Israel are already targeting civilian infrastructure in Iran

Rosebank

Trump—class warrior 
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WHAT WE THINK

HOW KEIR STARMER IS 
APPEASING TRUMP

DONALD TRUMP has mocked Keir Starmer for 
refusing to commit fully to his criminal war on Iran. He 
compared Starmer to Neville Chamberlain, the British 
prime minister who appeased Adolf Hitler in 1938. 

On Monday, Starmer was forced to publicly refuse 
to allow the use of Royal Air Force bases in Trump’s threatened 
obliteration of civilian targets in Iran.

But Trump’s jibes should not disguise Starmer’s backing for 
Trump’s imperialism.  At the beginning of the war, Starmer refused 
to condemn the United States’ bombing campaign. 

Instead, he called on the Iranian regime to “stop retaliating” 
against US aggression.

Starmer was haunted by the disaster of the Iraq war, so he 
claimed British bases could only be used for “defensive missions”. 

But the whole war is a war of aggression. Destroying Iran’s 
missiles is not defensive—it is backing the US. 

The US military is using British bases on Diego Garcia, in the 
Chagos Islands, and RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire. Those bases 
are increasingly important to the bombing of Iran. B-1B Lancers 
are taking off from Fairford, loaded with bunker buster bombs.

British forces have shot down Iranian drones over Qatar, Iraq 
and Jordan. But this “defensive posture” is helping to keep the war 
going—and thousands of Iranians and Lebanese people are paying 
the price.

On 28 March, the military ship RFA Lyme Bay, equipped with 
mine-hunting drones, was sent to the Strait of Hormuz.  

Last week, Starmer issued a statement saying that “however 
fierce this storm, we are well-placed to weather it.”

He promised to look at “our economy, our energy, our defence” 
and to make Britain a “fairer and more secure country” after the 
crisis.

But he will not. In February Starmer promised cheaper energy 
bills this spring. He said he was “putting money in working people’s 
pockets”. That didn’t happen—in fact, energy bills will soar because 
of the war on Iran.

The British economy is facing the biggest hit to growth of all 
the major economies. Gas and oil prices are already rocketing and 
shortages of fuel and of fertilisers are disrupting production. 

Inflation is set to rise and mortgage lenders are already raising 
interest rates.   

Starmer is trying to keep in with Trump without risking mass 
opposition at home. This manoeuvring is nothing new for Labour 
leaders.

In the 1960s, Harold Wilson’s Labour government refused to 
deploy British troops to Vietnam despite massive pressure from 
the US. He refused to send troops because mass protests in 
London had made the war unpopular. 

But the British government covertly provided support for the 
US war throughout the 1960s. They sent arms, including napalm. 

When Wilson was asked why he did not condemn the Vietnam 
War, he responded, “we can’t kick our creditors in the balls”.

Starmer will always back US and Israeli imperialism, even when 
he is forced to do it quietly. 

MAKE PLANS FOR NIGEL

NIGEL FARAGE’S far right Reform UK appears to be 
stagnant in the polls. And support for the Green Party has 
risen from 9 to 16 percent under Zack Polanski’s left wing 

leadership. His calls for a wealth tax, a higher minimum wage and 
the Greens’ consistent anti-racist message are proving popular. 

This feeling is part of what led 500,000 people onto the streets 
of London on 28 March against the far right and racism. 

This showed that there is an anti-racist majority—but Reform 
UK will not simply fade away. 

The Lord Ashcroft opinion polling company states, “This isn’t to 
say their bubble has burst, simply that their seemingly inexorable 
rise has abated, at least for now.”

In England, Reform UK is in an unprecedented three-way tie 
with the Greens and the Conservative Party all at 21 percent. 

Now isn’t the time to get complacent. It isn’t the time to place 
all our faith in the polling booths either.

We need to build an organised anti-racist force against the far 
right in our communities, workplaces and on the streets. 

Build solidarity with Ben 
Jamal and Chris Nineham 
by JUDY COX

THE BRITISH state dealt a blow 
to all our democratic rights last 
week. 

Judge Daniel Sternberg found 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) 
director Ben Jamal and Stop The 
War (STW) vice chair Chris Nineham 
guilty of public order charges.  

Ben was given a conditional 
discharge of 18 months while Chris 
received a conditional discharge of 
12 months. They were both ordered 
to pay fines of £7,500.

Their “crime” was to organise a 
Palestine demonstration in London 
on 18 January 2025.

Chris told supporters outside the 
court the verdict was “disgraceful”. 

“This is part of an ongoing 
criminalisation of the Palestine 
movement in which people protesting 
against a genocide are being targeted 
by a British establishment which is 
colluding with it.

“It is an attempt to send a chilling 
message across society that people 
shouldn’t be protesting, but it is an 
attempt that will not stop us.

“It is extraordinary that we are 
being criminalised, have been 
convicted, for following police 
advice.”

Ben said, “We will be appealing. 
It was never proved that we offered 
any threat to the synagogue or to 
anyone worshiping at a synagogue.

“We led a symbolic walk. We 
made clear that, if we were stopped 
by police, we would lay flowers at 
their feet.

Arrested
“The police told us to filter through 
and we stopped when we reached 
the second police line. Chris was 
violently arrested—the only violence 
that occurred that day.”

Liz Wheatley, Unison union 

branch secretary at Camden council 
in north London, told Socialist 
Worker, “I am shocked by this 
verdict. Over the past two and a half 
years, I have been proud to march 
and speak alongside Ben and Chris 
on national Palestine demos.

“Each march, rally and meeting has 
been aimed at stopping the genocide 
in Gaza and holding the government 
to account for its complicity.

“It is vitally important that we 
defend our right to protest over that 
and many other issues.

“It is especially important for trade 
unionists because we need to defend 
our right to strike, protest and rally.

She added, “The fine is also 
outrageous. As trade unionists, we 
can play our part by doing collections 
in our workplaces if called on to do 
so—and to support the appeal in any 
way we can.”

During the trial it was revealed that 

police commander Adam Slonecki 
received a letter from the pro-Israel 
Jewish Leadership Council. It 
threatened a judicial review if he failed 
to impose conditions on the protest.

Shortly afterwards, Slonecki 
banned protesters from meeting near 
the BBC, as they had planned to and 
had done on previous occasions.

This sentence is part of a wider 
attempt by the Labour government to 
criminalise taking action for Palestine.

On Saturday 16 May, the Palestine 
coalition that organised the national 
demonstrations has called a march in 
central London to mark Nakba Day. 

But the Metropolitan police want 
to let Nazi Tommy Robinson’s thugs 
take over the streets of Whitehall, 
Parliament Square and Trafalgar 
Square.  

We must make sure that the 
Palestine and anti-racist movements 
mobilise to reclaim our streets.

THE PAIR remain defiant and will be appealing

State ups repression after cops’ U-turn
CAMPAIGN GROUP Defend Our 
Juries (DOJ) is planning a day of 
mass defiance on Saturday after 
the Metropolitan Police’s U-turn 
over Palestine Action arrests. 

In February, the Labour 
government’s proscription of 
the non-violent group Palestine 
Action under the Terrorism Act 
2000 was found to be unlawful. 

The cops said that as the 
government had been allowed to 
appeal, expressing support for the 
group is still a criminal offence. 

But they stated that they would 
focus on gathering evidence, 
“rather than making arrests”. 

In a shocking U-turn, the police 
force then backtracked from this 
position. 

Now activists will again face 
arrest and potential terror 
charges for their peaceful 
opposition to the genocide in 
Gaza. 

They include 16 people who 
sat outside the Met police 
headquarters at New Scotland 
Yard on 28 March holding signs 
reading, “I oppose genocide. I 
support Palestine Action.” 

London law firm Hodge Jones 
& Allen has written to the Met 
to warn that such arrests are 

likely to be unlawful. DOJ said 
in a statement that activists “do 
not feel safe with a police force 
that can just change its mind 
overnight, doesn’t listen to the 
High Court, and doesn’t seem 
to be held accountable for its 
actions.”  

Nearly 3,000 people have been 
arrested for their support for 
Palestine Action. Many are still 
waiting for their day in court and 
do not know what will happen to 
their case. 

DOJ will continue to defy the 
ban with a mass sign-holding 
action on Saturday 11 April at 
1pm. 

The group is calling for an end 
to the ban on Palestine Action, 
for charges against arrestees to 
be dropped and for an end to 
Britain’s complicity in Israel’s 
genocide. 
Go to defendourjuries.net/lift-the-ban/

Signholding at the Met HQ 
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Trump’s ‘predatory 
hegemony’ gives way
THE PROBLEM with Donald Trump isn’t that he 
uses the F-word on social media. It’s that he’s a vile 
racist brute who has the power of life and death over 
everyone on the planet. 

Take his speech last Wednesday, where he warned Iranians 
“we’re going to bring them back to the stone ages, where they 
belong.” Leave aside the contemptible insult to a 3,000-year 
old civilisation, where does that phrase come from?

In 1965, general Curtis LeMay wrote that the United States 
should bomb North Vietnam “back into the Stone Age” if 
they didn’t stop fighting Washington’s puppet regime in the 
South. As air force chief of staff, LeMay had repeatedly sought 
nuclear war with the Soviet Union.

In the 1968 presidential election LeMay stood as the 
vice-presidential running mate of the segregationist George 
Wallace. Republican Richard Nixon won that election. But four 
years later, he came close to implementing LeMay’s slogan.

To force North Vietnam to accept US terms for ending the 
war, Nixon ordered hundreds of B-52 bombers to devastate 
the country’s civilian infrastructure—power plants, factories, 
hospitals, warehouses, railways, schools. This is exactly what 
Trump is threatening Iran with.

North Vietnam still refused to make the concessions Nixon 
demanded. Desperate to get out, he settled for terms the 
US and North Vietnam had previously agreed on before he 
tried to renege on them. Soon after, in April 1975, the North 
Vietnamese army took Saigon, the capital of the South.

The greatest empire in history had been defeated by a 
determined nationalist movement. That same empire faces 
another such movement in the Islamic Republic in Iran. 

Contrary to Trump’s bluster, there has been no regime 
change in Tehran. Indeed, the US-Israeli campaign of 
assassination has entrenched elements even more determined 
to continue the war against Washington and Tel Aviv.

Assets
Iran’s rulers have two great assets. First, large 
locally‑produced stocks of advanced missiles and drones that 
the US and Israel have failed to eliminate. 

Second, their chokehold on one of the main conduits of the 
world economy in the Strait of Hormuz. That Iran would use 
this latter weapon was entirely predictable. 

Ben Rhodes, deputy national security adviser under 
president Barack Obama, told BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme on Monday that he took part in war games where 
“Iran always closed the Strait of Hormuz.”

But Trump didn’t see this coming. Last Wednesday he said 
“we don’t need” the Strait of Hormuz. He called on US allies 
in Europe and East Asia who do to “build up some delayed 
courage... Go to the strait and just take it.” 

This marked an abdication. If you read textbooks on 
international relations, they include statements like this by 
Robert Gilpin—“hegemonic powers may be said to supply 
public goods (security and protection of property rights) in 
exchange for revenue.” 

You can see hegemony as a kind of protection racket 
through which the militarily and economically dominant 
power secures the acceptance of weaker states. But for it 
to work, as anyone who’s seen The Godfather knows, the 
protection has to be delivered. 

One of the main “public goods” is keeping open the sea 
lanes through which international trade flows. The US took 
this task over from Britain. When Iran stepped up attacks on 
oil tankers in the Gulf towards the end of its war with Iraq 
during the 1980s, the Pentagon intervened to tip the scales 
against Tehran.

But, under what another international relations scholar, 
Stephen Walt, calls Trump’s “predatory hegemony”, the US 
is giving up this role. This reflects the shifting balance of 
economic and military power. If “just taking” the strait was 
easy, the Pentagon would have already done it.

Thrashing around, Trump is back to demanding the 
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz. But long-standing US 
allies don’t trust him anymore. The media talk about how 
angry Trump is with Nato for not joining the war. This cuts 
both ways. Even his closest ally in the European Union, Italy’s 
fascist prime minister Giorgia Meloni, has come against the 
war and for sanctions on Israel. The tectonic plates of global 
power really are shifting.

How Glasgow council is 
gutting vital arts spaces
THE STRUGGLE for the 
Trongate 103 studios is a 
fight to defend working 
class creative spaces.

Around 600 artists and 
campaigners gathered 
outside Glasgow’s 
Trongate 103 last Friday 
to protest the 
displacement of a vital 
cultural space.

The building is home to 
arts organisations that 
support disabled and 
working class creatives. 

Last month, City 
Property, an arms-length 
body of Glasgow City 
Council, quadrupled rents 
and increased service 

charges tenfold. Those 
unable to pay were given 
four weeks to vacate. 

Similar rises have been 
imposed on vulnerable 
organisations across the 
city. 

Blow
Protesters say the loss of 
Trongate 103 would be 
another blow to culture 
in the city. 

Among them was 
animator and filmmaker 
Sammson Orr, who 
highlighted the material 
realities underpinning 
cultural work. “I come 
from a working class 

background,” they said. 
“Without this kind of 
support, I wouldn’t have 
had any money to make a 
film. Places like this 
make it possible.”

Orr thinks spaces like 
this are necessary. “It’s 
really disconcerting—we 
have buildings lying 
derelict and they want to 
force out these amazing 
arts organisations just to 
make profit.”

There is a wider 
political edge to the 
anger. “When art gets 
attacked, it’s a warning 
sign,” Orr said. “Art is 
how we stand up to 

cruelty.” Art is celebrated 
as a public good while it 
is being eroded from the 
top down. This is a 
contradiction of 
capitalism. 

What’s being lost goes 
beyond studios or 
exhibition space. The 
very networks that create 
art and culture are under 
threat. These are places 
where people meet, 
collaborate and organise. 

As they disappear, 
culture becomes another 
thing we consume but do 
not create.

Emma Edwards 
Glasgow

The new 
space race
LAST WEEK Nasa sent four 
astronauts into lunar orbit. 

What should be a great 
scientific achievement is 
instead a flashpoint in 
the competition between 
imperialist powers. 

The first space race was 
motivated by competition 
between United States 
and Russian imperialism, 
particularly the 
development of ballistic 
missile technology.

No astronauts have set 
foot on the moon since 
1972, but with the rise of 
China as an imperialist 
power, the moon is 
becoming a battleground 
once again. Both the 
US and China intend 
to establish a sustained 
presence on the surface. 

The potential to extract 
natural resources from 
the moon is an important 
motivating factor and 
could become a key aspect 
of the competition between 
the US and China. 

It is the logic of 
capitalism that requires 
constant expansion. 

Having already 
expanded across the globe, 
space is a natural frontier. 
The scramble for space is 
already underway.

But space exploration 
is inspiring. In a socialist 
society it would be driven 
by scientific curiosity, and 
based on collaboration, not 
competition.

Alex Thomson-Strong 
 Edinburgh

Smokescreens hide 
urgent NHS needs
NEW RULES for when 
GPs can refer patients to 
hospital were imposed on 
1 April.

Now you and your GP 
cannot just agree to refer 
you to speak directly to a 
hospital doctor. Your GP 
must ask for advice first.

Doctors discussing a 
case and deciding if there 
is something that could 
be tried in the community 
first sounds innocuous. It 
could be more convenient 
and potentially reduce 
waiting lists. 

But there are often 
multiple reasons for 
referring someone. 
Advising specialists will 
not be aware of the 

complex issues involved. 
This is rationing hidden 

behind the smokescreen  
of “common sense”. In 
reality patients will wait 
even longer for the 
hospital care they need.

The NHS was once the 
envy of the world. It did 
away with fear of the cost 
of healthcare and revealed 
huge unmet need. 

Shame on this Labour 
government for 
continuing Tory austerity 
and the dismantling of 
the NHS.

NHS founder Nye Bevan 
must be spinning in his 
grave!

 Jackie Applebee
East London

Is corruption 
driving war?
PETE HEGSETH attempted 
to make a multimillion 
dollar investment in major 
defence companies shortly 
before the United States 
and Israel started the war 
on Iran. 

This follows a pattern 
of brazen corruption 
stemming from the top. 

Donald Trump himself 
has reportedly raked in over 
$4 billion through corrupt 
deals since he returned to 
the White House. 

The ruling class’s 
corruption is not unique 
to Trump and his cronies 
but rooted in the logic of 
capitalism.

Nico Li Wei
Leeds
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‘We have the right to resist’ 
say people in south Lebanon
The mayor of Nabi Chit, Sayyed Hani el Moussawi, told Guy Smallman that Israeli soldiers 
were digging up graves in the village during an attack. But fighters forced them to retreat 
NABI CHIT, a village in eastern 
Lebanon nestled in the fertile 
Bekaa Valley, has a long history 
of resistance. 

It is the birthplace of former 
Hezbollah secretary general Abbas 
al-Musawi—assassinated by the 
Israelis in 1992—and his shrine 
greeted us as we entered.

Israel has repeatedly targeted the 
village, which hosted a resistance 
radio station, the Voice of the 
Oppressed. In 1998, it targeted the 
station radio mast, but hit a home, 
killing a mother and six of her 
children.

Late last year, the Israelis struck 
again, this time claiming to hit a 
resistance weapons factory. 

But the deadliest raid began on 
6 March. Israeli commandos, many 
disguised as Lebanese soldiers and 
Hezbollah medics, stormed the 
village on the pretext of hunting for 
the remains of Ron Arad. 

He was an Israeli pilot killed in 
Israel’s 1982 war on Lebanon.

Bulldozers
As we arrived in the town square, 
bulldozers were filling in a giant 
crater as workers reconnected the 
drainage pipes exposed below. 

Some 20 feet above, a worker 
was busy reconnecting power lines 
that had been destroyed by the 
blast.

The bomb had been big enough to 
blow cars and vans onto the roofs of 
nearby three-story buildings. It had 
been the murderous centrepiece of 
a deadly raid. 

One of the engineers proudly 
told us how quickly and efficiently 
the efforts to repair the town were 
going after the devastating strike. 
Here, this work is considered to be 
act of resistance.

Mayor Sayyed Hani el Moussawi 
spoke to Socialist Worker about the 
raid and how the village rose to 
fight off the Israelis. “On 6 March, 
the Israelis warned Nabi Chit and 

neighbouring villages to evacuate 
by noon,” he said. 

“We took this very seriously, as 
we know when Israelis attack, they 
will spare no one. 

“At the time, we were fasting for 
the holy month of Ramadan. That 
afternoon, the airstrikes began, 
intensifying as sunset approached. 

“We noticed that the targets 
were random. By 8pm, Israeli 
commandos began to infiltrate 
through the nearby Syrian border, 
some two kilometres to the east. 

“We heard rumours that the 
enemy was planning to attack 
the village and began to take 
precautions. 

“We later discovered that the 
enemy used airstrikes as cover for 
a raid on the cemetery, where they 
believe Arad’s remains are interred. 

“His remains are not here—they 
have never been here. We have no 
idea where they are.” 

According to the mayor, the 
Israeli raid failed in its mission. 

Despite their massive firepower, 
they were forced into a hasty 
retreat. 

“We discovered that the Israelis 
had broken through the ceme-
tery wall and had begun to dig up 
graves,” he continued.

“Until this time, local resistance 
fighters had been taking shelter 
from the airstrikes.

“But once we discovered that 
the Israelis were in the town, the 
fighters appeared and fought an 
epic gun battle.

“The Israelis made a hasty retreat 
under the cover of airstrikes. Some 
40 to 50 airstrikes hit the village 
and surrounding roads. They 
fired artillery, dropped bombs, 
used helicopter gunships and 
quad-drones. 

“The bombardment was random, 
targeting not only Nabi Chit but 
also the surrounding villages. Some  
26 civilians were killed in the 
bombardments—that number rises 
to 36 if you include the surrounding 
villages. 

Martyred
“An elderly civilian, Abu Ali Hussein 
Shokr and 11 members of his family 
were martyred in one of the strikes. 
Unfortunately, the family home was 
near the cemetery and received a 
direct hit. 

“Once the battle began, villages 
across the area joined in, firing into 
the air in an attempt to drive off the 
drones and helicopter gunships.

“The village suffered heavy 
damage in the battle. There are huge 
craters in the centre of the village.

 “The West must understand that 
resistance is our right, as it was the 
right of the French to resist the 
Nazi occupation or the Vietnamese 
to resist the American occupation.”

We were then shown more 
destroyed buildings around the 
village—all of them residential. 

Local men who were involved in 
the clean-up spoke of their anger 
that the attack had clearly come 
from across the Syrian border a few 
miles away.

Syria’s new president Ahmed 
al‑Sharaa, who led the armed 
Islamist group HTS, became an ally 
of the West. He has joined the call 
for the Lebanese resistance led by 
Hezbollah to be disarmed.

But in recent days, he has 
distanced himself from Donald 
Trump. He is trying to prevent Syria 
from being drawn into the conflict, 
rejecting the use of Syrian territory 
for military operations.

He is the latest in a long line of 
regional allies to distance himself 
from Trump as the US-Israeli war 
becomes increasingly unwinnable.

ISRAEL’S bombardment killed 
36 people in Nabi Chit and the 
surrounding villages (above) 
Mayor Sayyed Hani el Moussawi 
(right) Workers quickly 
reconnected power lines (below 
right)

The village in 
eastern Lebanon 
rose to fight off an 
Israeli assault on 
6 March in the 
battle of Nabi Chit 
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AFTER 500,000-STRONG TOGETHER 
DEMONSTRATION IN LONDON  

WHAT WE 
MUST DO
TO STOP
FAR RIGHT
Activists who participated in last month’s monster Together 
demonstration against the far right spoke to Thomas Foster 
about the impact of the march—and what they have planned 
for the next phase of the battle

were people on my side.
I hope Together has a similar 

impact. It can be a wake up call 
and galvanise our side to fight. It 
can give people confidence to go 
out and organise against Reform 
UK in the elections.

Winston Richards
CWU union’s lead for 
London and South East
It is fantastic to have this 
tremendous turnout. We have always 
campaigned against racist policies 
designed to divide working class 
people. It can install in workers the 

anti-Reform UK campaign for local 
elections. 

For the 16 May counter-demo against 
Tommy Robinson, it would be amazing 
if we could get a coach down. I want 
to see a massive counter-protest on 16 
May to outnumber Robinson’s side.

We sent a message to Robinson’s 
and Nigel Farage’s supporters that we 
aren’t small. 

For all those people who are at 
home as a silent majority, this can be a 
wake up call. That they aren’t on their 
own in being against the far right and 
that there is something that they can 
join here.

Linda
Unite union member
It is the biggest march against 
racists that we’ve seen. It is great 
momentum. Farage gets so much 
airtime but there are so many people 
who don’t agree with him. People of 
all colours and creeds are coming 
together to unite against the far 
right.

Keep pushing and pushing and 
pushing. We need to get the message 
out there that migrants aren’t the 
problem. Those coming in on boats 
don’t get a life of luxury. 

My union is Unite and we are 
doing anti-racist training but there is 
room for improvement. Sometimes 
the union does too little too late.

Jem
NEU education union 
member
We’ve seen the radicalisation of 
young people at schools and the racist 
narratives while our government is 
conducting racist imperialism abroad. 
All unions and anti-racists need to get 
together and stand up.

I think now we need to be 
organising with our unions and 
building community power. The demo 
is one thing, but it isn’t the solution. It 
is about building solidarity and lifting 
people up to act.

My union does good anti-racist 
training—and community organising 
outside of elections is important.

We need grassroots organising, from 
food banks to anti racist gigs to union 
meetings.

Issy
Student in Leeds
Ukip and Nick Tenconi are visiting 
Leeds and we will be organising to 
show that he isn’t welcome here. 

We are building a wide coalition. 

We have a good relationship with 
the Green Party and had a unity 
demo last year where we had local 
organisations, different charities, 
LGBT+ groups, women’s groups and 
community groups. 

And for the May council elections 
we are looking to leaflet against 
Reform UK. We want people to 
campaign against Reform UK, 
especially as the Wakefield council 
has been a hotspot for the far right.

I hope the Together march has 
been a massive boost in confidence 
for anti-racists. 

We had 500 people at our last 
counter-protest against Reform UK 
when Farage came to Leeds. I hope 
that the boost in confidence means 
we get thousands of people next 
time.

Terry 
Teacher, north London
It was one of the best and most 
important days of my life. Robinson’s 
Unite the Kingdom demonstration 
last September was one of the most 
terrifying demonstrations of my life. 

I was scared that the march showed 
the far right’s path into power and into 
office. I thought we would see far right 
pogroms by the state or by people on 
the streets.

The world did change on Saturday. 
It gave us the opportunity to bring 
about change, the hope to do so.

It picked us up off our knees because 
that is where we were. We were on the 
floor. The boot had been put into us.

We stood up and looked around 
and we weren’t by ourselves, but the 
cavalry had arrived—the organised 
working class.

Whitehall, Trafalgar Square, 
London, Britain is ours. We have to say 
to Nigel Farage, to Tommy Robinson, 
we are coming for you.

We are going to drive you back into 
the gutter and we are going to stick 
the boot into you like you would never 
believe it. They won’t be attacking us, 
attacking women or migrants on the 
streets, we will be attacking them.

Paul
Anti-racist activist, 
Brighton
We’ve got a lot of work to do. We 
want to stop Reform UK in the May 
elections. What Together has been 
doing has been spot on. It is a wide net 
that catches people who are sick of the 
far right.

The demonstration is inspirational. 
I hope this turns into a movement and 
we build towards another march and 
keep up the work in our communities.

We can change the course of popular 
politics by promoting this anti-racist 
message. Love, hope and unity is 
something that people can’t argue 
with.

Emma 
Doctor and BMA union 
member
We have a diverse workforce in the 
NHS and we need to support them 
in the context of racist violence and 
rhetoric. I’m very keen to engage 
with those who came here on the 
coaches and who are protesting for 
the first time.

We engage them so we keep 
building up resistance to the far 
right on the street level from the 
ground up.

In the immediate, we have people 

in my area who are protesting 
against asylum seekers in hotels. 
We need to welcome asylum 
seekers and integrate them into our 
communities. 

We need to build a position where 
racism is unacceptable in our society.

The demonstration itself is just 
one march. The point is to get people 
engaged. 

For us in the BMA we want 
anti-racism to become more 
widely acceptable as we have not 
traditionally engaged with wider 
politics. This is a way of turning 
towards that. 

One march isn’t that much, but the 
communities we build around it can 
make a difference.

Holly
Anti-racist activist, 
Nottingham
It is incredible. I’ve been coming to 
protests since I was 15 and this is one 
of the biggest marches I’ve seen. People 
coming from all backgrounds.

The far right aren’t for the LGBT+ 
community, they aren’t for migrants, 
they aren’t for disabled people, they 
say they are in the interest of the 
general public but it is ludicrous.

It brings me hope seeing this many 
people. It assures me that there are 
enough people who care and want to 
stand against the far right. We can’t let 
division come back. This proves that 
people still believe in hope.

Alan
Rail worker and 
RMT union member
We brought our union banner as it is 
important to show the breadth of the 
movement and that the organised 
working class is at the centre of 
resistance to the far right.

The debates that take place in 
the workplace and within our class 
are vital. We will have photos of our 
union banner and union bloc and 
put it up on our workplace notice 
boards. This will show our class 
interests in a tangible way.

The next steps should be 
organising local groups to get people 
out on the knocker where Reform 
UK is standing. We need stalls to 
make the anti-racist and anti-Reform 
UK case. We need union branches 
to be contacting their members to 
encourage them to take part.

Dean
Socialist Workers Party 
activist, Ipswich
We’ve got council elections coming 
up and we are going to organise mass 
leafleting against Reform UK. After 
that we are going to mobilise to come 
down to the counter-protest against 
Tommy Robinson on 16 May.

I hope that seeing hundreds of 
thousands marching against racism in 
a show of unity will give confidence 
to anti-racists and feed back into 
communities.

I lived in Hoxton in 1979 and it was 
the headquarters of the fascist National 
Front (NF). There was lots of racist 
graffiti and the NF used to sell their 
newspaper. I can remember being spat 
at walking down the street and having 
racist abuse shouted at me.

The Anti Nazi League came out and 
changed the atmosphere. Instead of 
having to face racism, there were black 
and white people uniting. As a black 
kid who was scared, it showed me that 
not everyone is racist and that there 

unity and strength that they can 
build in the workplace and in the 
wider community.

We now need to engage with 
those who may be disillusioned and 
point out that any dissatisfaction 
they have is not as a result of people 
coming over here, it is a result of 
policies that allow wealth to be 
extracted unfairly.

It is all well and good hearing 
from general secretaries, but we 
need to hear it from the rank and 
file, we need to engage reps to 
go out there and speak with the 
disaffected. Whether we agree with 
them or not, we have to talk.

Anita
Library worker, Hull
The Together march was 
everything I thought it would 
be. I was towards the back, I 
didn’t arrive in Whitehall until 
5pm. I was buzzing.

Our next focus is that 
Nigel Farage is coming to 
Hull. We are organising a 

counter-protest. Four coaches 
went to the Together demo 
from Hull, and more than 
20 people have joined the 
Stand Up To Racism group 
in the two days since the 

demonstration.
We’ve encouraged people 

to join the online launch of the 

Rail worker Paul 
(top) CWU union rep 
Winston (middle) 
Activist Dean (bottom)

Holly—Together was my biggest march

Our new 
pamphlet 
is out now. 
Buy it here

Far right ‘Unite the Kingdom’ march in London last year was teaming with racists

The Women Against The Far Right
bloc on last month’s Together 
demonstration. The march brought
together many different strands of
the anti-racist movement

Emma (far left) on the march

Anita from Hull

Picture: Guy Smallman 
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READ MORE
lCrude Capitalism—
Oil, corporate power 
and the making the 
world market 
By Adam Hanieh, £14.99

lSystem change not 
climate change 
Edited by Martin Empson, 
£8

lMore and more and 
more—an  
all-consuming history 
By Jean-Baptiste 
Fressoz, £9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
bookmarksbooks.com 

these companies to make 
phenomenal profits. 

But this doesn’t mean energy 
use has “transitioned” away 
from older sources like coal. 

In the book More and More 
and More, Jean-Baptiste Fressoz 
demolishes the reformist 
concept of an energy transition. 

He points out that a third of 
the world’s population is still 
reliant on wood for heating. 

Neither is coal an energy 
source of the past. Coal 
consumption in China has 
increased by ten times since 
1980. 

China has increasingly 
turned to hydro-electric and 
wind power. But the renewables 
boom hasn’t replaced its use 
of fossil fuels. It has merely 
contributed to a dramatic 
increase in the overall amount 
of energy generated, 

Different sources of energy 
are also entangled with 
each other. For example, the 
availability of oil has expanded 
access to coal. At its height in 
the 2000s, strip mining in the 
US used millions of tonnes of 
ammonium nitrate and petrol 
each year to blast coal out of 
the ground. 

Wherever there is oil, US 
bombs seem to follow. But this 
doesn’t mean the US is simply 
scouring the globe to secure oil 
for itself. 

Accord ing  to  the  US 
Energy Information Agency, 
domestic production overtook 
consumption in 2019. The US 
is still hooked on fossil fuels, 
with record levels of domestic 
crude oil production as well as 
gas from fracking. 

M
anagers of US 
oil refineries 
d o  d e s i r e 
Venezuela’s 
s u p p l y  o f 
heavy crude 

oil. But Iran’s oil is of less 
interest. 

Instead, as Hanieh argues, the 
US strategy is about controlling 
the flow of resources to its 
rivals, primarily China. Trump 
combines this with a “drill, 
baby, drill” approach at home. 

If China is able to source 
alternative supplies of fuel, this 
could be a huge miscalculation 
for Trump. There are occasional 
reports of Chinese owned ships 
passing through the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

The liquified petroleum 
carrier Lucky Gas navigated the 
passage last month. 

But China could still suffer 
from a closure of the strait and 
from rising prices. 

Under capitalism there are 

no good options. Slowing down 
the supply of oil may raise the 
profits of US businesses. But 
skyrocketing fuel prices will 
cause more pain for working 
class people globally. 

In the Philippines there is a 
national emergency driven by 
the fuel supply crisis. 

Vegetable farmers have 
stopped planting their crops 
and drivers have seen their 
wages plummet. 

In Sri Lanka, the state has 
introduced fuel rationing and a 
four-day week. 

On the other hand, starting 
the oil flowing again would also 
be catastrophic. 

A study in 2021 put things in 
very concrete terms. Two thirds 
of the Middle East’s oil should 
stay in the ground if we want to 
try to avoid heating the planet 
above 1.5 degrees. 

Some of the deepest impacts 
will be felt in the region 
itself, where war and climate 
breakdown are already placing 
strain on access to drinking 
water. In Britain, entrench-
ing fossil fuels further is being 
proposed as a solution. 

The offshore energy industry 
is using the war to try to pressure 
the Labour government to look 
again at drilling for oil and gas 
in the North Sea. 

Capitalism is driving us to 
disaster. We can’t rely on it 
peacefully transitioning away 
from oil. Instead it will take a 
movement with workers at the 
core of it to shut down the fossil 
fuel machine. 

Prices at the 
pump in the US 
will also rise 
(top) Filipino 
farmers are being 
hit by the crisis 
in fuel supply 
(above)

W
HEN we 
t h i n k 
a b o u t 
w h e r e 
fuel and 
p o w e r 

come from, the idea of 
an “energy transition” 
has entered the popular 
imagination. 

It tells us that we used to 
burn wood, then coal, then 
there was an age of oil and 
soon we will be in a new age 
of renewables. 

It is a comforting story that 
tells us that technology will 
free the world from reliance 
on the planet‑wrecking fuels 
of the past. 

Iran’s near closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz has exposed 
how fragile these claims are 
and how central oil still is to 
the global economy. 

There hasn’t been a smooth 
global transition away from 
oil. Instead oil use has become 
foundational in many areas 
of the economy including 
agriculture, construction and 
transport. 

During the past  two 
decades, the Gulf states 
have diversified to produce 
petroleum products, includ-
ing plastics. Sulphur is a 
by-product of the oil industry. 

It is critical to producing 
fe r t i l i se r s ,  meta l s  and 
semiconductors. The supply 
of sulphur is also threatened 
by the closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz.  

The head of the International 
Energy Agency, Fatih Birol, 
has said that leaders of the 
West didn’t fully understand 
the importance of the Strait of 
Hormuz when they launched 
their assault on Iran. 

He warned that the fallout 
from the war could be worse 
than the combined effect of 
the 1973 and 1979 oil shocks 
and the gas crisis sparked by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
2022. 

It has taken more oil and gas 
out of circulation than these 
events put together.

T
HE BLACK rain 
that fell on Tehran 
a f t e r  I s r a e l i 
warplanes set fire 
to two oil depots 
in early March is 

a human and environmental 
catastrophe. 

In turn, Iran has attacked 
Bahrain’s one oil refinery and 
the world’s largest natural gas 
export plant in Qatar.

Donald Trump has been 
desperate to re-open the strait 
to global shipping. He even 
threatened to “obliterate” Iran’s 
energy infrastructure if it failed 
to cooperate, before backing 
down. 

About 20 percent of the 
world’s oil supplies—equating 
to a quarter of the maritime 
oil—passes through the Strait 
of Hormuz. Most of it comes 
from just five countries—
Saudi Arabia (37 percent of the 
total), Iraq (23 percent), the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE)  
(13 percent), Iran (11 percent) 

and Kuwait (10 percent). 
Most of this oil goes to China, 

India and other Asian countries. 
A small  proportion, just  
2.5 percent, is exported to the 
US. Saudi Arabia sends its oil to 
a range of destinations, includ-
ing to other Gulf states.

But up to 90 percent of 
Iran’s oil goes to China. It’s 
an arrangement that avoids 
Western sanctions on Iran and 
gives China a discounted price. 

In the book Crude Capitalism, 
Adam Hanieh explains how 

the Gulf states came to be so 
powerful and why these states 
continue to play an outsized 
role in the supply of oil. 

After the Second World War, 
there was a global expansion in 
the use of oil. The Gulf states 
were crucial to that. 

Saudi Arabia worked with 
the US to drill for oil in the 
desert in the 1930s as the 
Standard Oil Company of 
California forged a deal with 
the Saudi state, creating the 
subsidiary California Arabian 

Standard Oil Company. 
After oil started flowing 

from the Dammam No 7 well—
appropriately known as the 
Prosperity Well—production 
rapidly expanded. 

Saudi Arabia controls the 
world’s largest offshore oil 
field, the Safaniya Oil Field. 

But the Gulf states are not 
just unique because they have 
a large supply of oil.

Hanieh cautions against 
treating the Gulf states merely 
as a “giant oil spigot” without 
considering the distinctive 
nature of these societies. 

The six Gulf states of 
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman and Qatar are 
monarchies where the royal 
families intervene in the 
economy through their various 
business interests. 

G
littering cities 
such as Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi 
are built by an 
army migrant 
workers who 

can be  deported if they  to 
organise. 

In the 1970s, the Saudi 
g o v e r n m e n t  i n c r e a s e d 
its share of ownership in 
Aramco—Arabian American 
Oil Company— turning it into 
a fully state-owned enterprise 
by 1980. 
This was part of a wave of 

nationalisation of oil in the 
Gulf. 

The Gulf states established  
Opec, the Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
in 1960, with Saudi Arabia as 
the leading player. 

When the Iranian leader 
M o h a m m a d  M o s a d d e g h 
nationalised oil, it was a threat 
to Western power in the region. 

Britain and the US backed a 
coup against him in 1953. 

By contrast, the Saudi form 
of the state managed capitalism 
suited Western interests. 

T h e  w o r l d ’ s  b i g g e s t 
superpower cultivated a close 
relationship with the monarchy 
of Saudi Arabia. 

The US promised to ensure 
the regime’s survival, at a 
time when monarchies and 
dictatorships across the region 
were being toppled. 

In exchange, Saudi Arabia 
and the other Gulf states agreed 
to price oil in the US dollar. 

This helps ensure the 
continued power of the US.

Countries around the world 
have an advantage if they hold 
reserves in dollars. It also means 
that the US is able to throw 
its political weight around by 
imposing sanctions.  

Hanieh underlines that the 
national oil companies (Nocs), 
have grown to become vast 
behemoths. 

Saudi Aramco is easily the 
world’s biggest oil company in 
the world. 

Its profits last year exceeded 
the combined profits of the 
biggest five Western private 
sector firms, including Shell, 
ExxonMobil and Chevron. 

The central role of oil in the 
global economy has enabled 

WHY OIL IS 
STILL DRIVING 
THE SYSTEM
We were sold a myth of a smooth transition to renewable 
energy, but fossil fuels remain at the centre of the world 
economy argues Camilla Royle

Oil has become 
foundational in 
many areas of 
the world 
economy

‘‘

OIL REFINERY in the Gulf burns

Trump cannot ignore
rising oil prices 

I
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What is commodity  
fetishism?

A LOT of the time we feel 
powerless to change the 
system or even our own lives. 

One explanation of that 
sense of powerlessness 
is what Karl Marx called 
“commodity fetishism”. 

Commodity fetishism 
doesn’t mean being 
obsessed with buying more 
and more things. It is the 
attribution of human powers 
to inanimate objects and 
institutions. It is the way in 
which the things we create 
come to dominate us.

Commodity fetishism 
has developed because 
capitalism is the first system 
of generalised commodity 
production in history. As Marx 
observed, “The wealth of 
societies in which the capitalist 
mode of production prevails 
appears as an immense 
collection of commodities.” 

All our achievements, 
everything we produce, 
appear as items to be 
bought and sold.

Human beings have always 
laboured to create objects to 
help them meet their needs. 

In the past, the producers 
had a direct relationship 
with what they produced. 
They harvested, stitched, 
wove, carved, baked 
and brewed things. 

We no longer produce in 
response to the needs of our 
communities. We produce 
commodities to be sold on 
the anonymous marketplace.

Consumers no longer 
have a relationship with 
the individual producers. 
These are transformed into 
relationships between the 
commodities they produce. 

Universal
This intensifies within the 
capitalist system in which the 
commodity is “a universal 
category of society as a 
whole”, as Marx wrote. 

Marx explained how, “It 
seems as if the thing itself 
possesses the ability, the 
virtue, to establish production 
relations”, rather than the 
people who produce them. 

Money eventually 
developed to facilitate the 
circulation of commodities. 
Money takes on the value of 
the objects it represents and 

it appears to create value. 
Marxist theorist Istvan 

Meszaros explained, “People’s 
attitude towards money is, 
undoubtedly, the outstanding 
instance of capitalist 
fetishism, reaching its height 
in interest bearing capital. 

“People think they see 
money creating more 
money, self-expanding 
value—workers, machines, 
raw materials—all the 
factors of production—are 
downgraded to mere aids, 
and money itself is made 
the producer of wealth.”

The domination of 
commodities is now 
so pervasive that it 
seems inevitable. 

Production is 
increasingly governed by 
the specialisation of skills 
and the rationalisation of 
processes. This increases 
overall productivity, but 
it means we lose sight of, 
and can take no satisfaction 
in, the finished product. 

Hungarian Marxist 
Georg Lukacs described 
how this “specialisation 
leads to the destruction 
of every image of the 
whole”. Everything appears 

fractured and fragmentary.
What happens in relation 

to commodities generalises 
across society. It appears that 
some mysterious force called 
“the market” causes prices 
to rise and fall, creates and 
destroys jobs and disciplines 
elected governments. 

Experienced
Crucially, commodity 
fetishism is experienced 
differently by different 
classes. Lukacs argued that 
the ruling class can never rise 
above commodity fetishism. 
It is locked into capitalism 
which it understands as 
natural and inevitable. 

Workers are also shaped 
by commodity fetishism. 
But the working class is in 
a unique position. It can 
tear the veil of commodity 
fetishism from capitalism 
because its struggles reveal its 
own hidden role in producing 
the wealth of society. 

Lukacs suggests that only 
the working class is able 
to develop “revolutionary 
consciousness” due to the 
distinct way in which their 
achievements are divorced 
from their creative ability 
and become a commodity.

Class struggle means 
workers no longer see 
themselves as isolated 
individuals, buffeted by 
forces beyond their control. 
They have the power 
to influence events. 

Commodity fetishism 
explains both why capitalism 
makes us feel powerless—and 
how the working class can 
realise their collective power.

GEORG LUKACS developed Marx’s understanding

Everything we 
produce appears 
as items to be 
bought and sold
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TEACH YOURSELF 
MARXISM
with Judy Cox 



Come to a socialist meeting near you
THE Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) 
has branches all over 
Britain. We meet 
most weeks, usually 
on a Wednesday or 
Thursday, to discuss 
politics and to plan 
activities.

The branch 
meeting normally 
has a speaker who 
opens a discussion 
in which all are free 
to join in.

Afterwards, we 
plan the party’s 
involvement in 
local and national 
movements.

Our meetings are 
open to the public 
and we encourage 
participation. 

For a local branch, 
look at the list and 
scan the QR code.

Scotland
lAberdeen
lDundee
lEdinburgh
lGlasgow North
lGlasgow South 

North
lLancaster and 
Morecambe
lManchester
lNewcastle
lLiverpool
lWigan

Yorkshire and 
Humberside
lBradford
lHuddersfield
lHull
lLeeds
lSheffield and 
South Yorkshire
lYork and 
Scarborough
lWakefield

Midlands
lBirmingham
lBlack Country
lCoventry
lCrewe and Stoke
lChesterfield
lDerby	
lLeicester
lNottingham

London
lHackney
lHaringey	
lIslington
lNewham 	
lSouth London 
lSouth east London
lTower Hamlets	
lWaltham Forest
lWest and 
north west London

South west
lBristol
lDevon and Exeter
lDorset

East and 
south east
lBrighton and Hove
lBournemouth
lCambridge
lColchester
lEastbourne
lHarlow
lHastings
lKent
lNorthampton
lNorwich and 
East Anglia
lOxford
lPlymouth
lPortsmouth
lSouthend

Wales
lCardiff
lSwansea
lWest Wales 

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. 

We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 

We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.

To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp
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BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop 

Revolutions Thwarted: 
Poland, South Africa, 
Iran, Brazil 
by John Rose, £12

Revisiting the General 
Strike of 1926
by Charlie Kimber 
and Judy Cox, £11

Breaking Our Chains: 
Women, Marxism and 
the Path to Liberation
by Sally Campbell, Sarah 
Bates and Judy Cox, £10

A People’s
History of the
Anti Nazi League
by Geoff Brown, £12

Palestine, Imperialism, 
and the Struggle 
for Freedom
by Philip Marfleet, £10
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‘MattGPT’ becomes a bad joke 
after his racist rant is savaged 
Failed Reform UK candidate Matt Goodwin’s new book has been ridiculed as AI ‘slopaganda’. 
Judy Cox argues that factual errors and poor writing are the least of the book’s problems

MATT GOODWIN, or “MattGPT” 
as he will be forever known, was 
once a respected academic. He 
built his reputation on exploring 
far right populism. But his 
attempt to become a right 
wing populist has proved to be 
anything but popular. 

Goodwin is becoming a national 
joke.

He is what passes for an 
intellectual in Reform UK circles. 
That bar is pretty low—but 
Goodwin’s latest book, Suicide of 
a Nation—Immigration, Islam, 
Identity, has spectacularly failed to 
clear it.

Goodwin had to resort to vanity 
publishing—what a blow to his 
enormous ego that no reputable 
publisher would touch it.

His diatribe against immigration 
is based on falsehoods, misleading 
claims and unreferenced assertions.

Goodwin’s  opponents  are 
dwelling gleefully on the book’s 
many flaws. But even those in his 
own camp are relishing the sight 
of him squirming and throwing 
tantrums.

It was on GB News that Goodwin 
was destroyed by writer and 
campaigner Andy Twelves who 
confronted Goodwin with a litany 
of his errors and unsubstantiated 
claims.

T w e l v e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t 
these errors were the result of 
AI “hallucinations”. Goodwin  
carelessly left ChatGPT URLs in 
some of his footnotes. 

When challenged, Goodwin 
ranted that he used AI only “to 
obtain datasets”, wrongly claiming 
this is standard practice. 

Twelves also claims that “it’s not 
just factual errors in this book, but 
basic spelling and grammar ones”. 
Why should such a great intellect 
bother with such lowly matters? 

Goodwin also includes quotations 
from the Roman statesman Cicero, 
philosopher Roger Scruton, neolib-
eral economist Friedrich Hayek and 
others that appear to have been 
misattributed—or simply made up. 

Goodwin breezily refers to 
various academics who are not 
the renowned scholars he claims 
them to be, and do not support his 
arguments.  

Ex-Tory Tim Montgomerie is now 
a prominent member of Reform UK. 
He posted on X, “@reformparty_
uk should now fully investigate 
Mr Goodwin’s book and if there 
are repeated examples of factual 
error he should be removed from 
the candidates list. We need our 
future MPs to be trustworthy and 
credible.”

Dodgy
Of course, the idea that Reform 
UK candidates are trustworthy is 
hilarious given how many have 
been dropped for 
Nazi cosplaying. But if 
Goodwin is too dodgy 
for Montgomerie, he 
really is in trouble. 

Ben Sixsmith’s article 
in The Critic magazine, 
Suicide of an Author’s 
Credibility, dismisses 
Goodwin’s “very bad 
book” as a work that doles 
out “slop” to readers.

Mary Harrington of 
Unherd dubbed Goodwin 
as a “s lopagandist” . 
Suicide of a Nation, she wrote is 
less a book and more of “a tranche 
of internet”.

Goodwin used ChatGPT to 
parade the knowledge you might 
get from reading books, without the 
inconvenience of actually having to 
read them.

He insists that the main argument 
of his book is robust. But if it was, 
he wouldn’t have needed to make 
stuff up.

England is “committing suicide” 
by allowing immigration, Goodwin 
raves. The “slow replacement” he 
describes is a not-so subtle spin 
on the fascist Great Replacement 
Theory. 

He rants that white Britons are 
now a minority in many cities and 

will gradually disappear altogether 
in a few decades. “We” are about 
to be engulfed by a “foreign-born 
tide”. 

Goodwin points his imperious 
finger at primary school children—
and particularly toddlers. The 
rising number of children with   
English as a second language 

is “not evolution, it is 
d i s p l a c e m e n t ” — t h a t 
displacement word again. 

It should be noted, 
because Goodwin doesn’t, 
that many children with 
English as a Second 
Language are also fluent 
English speakers—an 
achievement rather than 
a threat to the fabric of 
society. 

Migration is being 
encouraged by pesky 

elites who “followed the exact 
playbook outlined by the Marxist 
thinker Antonio Gramsci—they 
captured the institutions”. 

Mirror
Maybe Goodwin should have asked 
ChatGPT what Gramsci actually 
argued.

In Goodwin’s mirror world, elites 
are using institutions like the civil 
service, universities and schools, 
and the creative industries to 
privilege migrants, support trans+ 
rights and sacrifice free speech to 
protect over-sensitive minorities.

The elites are in thrall to 
something Goodwin defines as 
“suicidal empathy”—I counted 74 
mentions. 

Suicidal empathy is a “moral 

virus” and a “twisted worldview” 
based on “unconditional compassion 
that always favours outsiders at the 
expense of your own people”. 

Quite why or how our elites 
abandoned patriotism and became 
empathetic is not, of course, 
explained. 

Goodwin wants to dismiss the 
idea of Britain as a “nation of 
immigrants”. He is simply erasing 
the history of the enslaved people, 
the Irish, the Jews and the workers 
from the British Empire who have 
all shaped British society. 

If Goodwin visited a hospital, a 
care home, a school, or had a meal 
out he would know that our public 
services and our economy depend 
on migrant workers. 

As Robert Winder writes in 
his book, Bloody Foreigners, “All 
the rhetoric that seeks to depict 
modern immigration into Britain as 
a hazard, putting at risk a thousand 
year way of life, plays false with the 
historical truth—Britain has always 
accommodated strangers.”

As  Winder  r ight ly  says , 
“Immigration is an old, old story, 

one that defines the texture of 
British life”.

Migration is not the exception—
it is the norm of British history. 

Demanding
Goodwin wants us to see brown 
babies as a threat to society while 
demanding white women produce 
more babies to resupply the 
depleted labour market.

Goodwin quotes population 
expert Paul Morland as saying that 
nations that cease to believe in 
themselves stop reproducing and 
eventually cease to exist. 

What Morland actually writes 
is that nations that fail to “nurture 
high‑fertility communities will 
eventually cease to exist as viable 
nations”.    

We gave up the idea of lying back 
and thinking of England a long time 
ago. “Believing in Britain” is not 
going to boost birth rates—so the 
far right will always threaten our 
reproductive rights.

Racism needs misogyny.
Goodwin was very cross about 

a Women Against The Far Right 
letter published in the Guardian 
newspaper last September that 
rebutted far right lies about violence 
against women. 

Let’s hope he hated the massive 
Together demonstration against the 
far right. 

Goodwin is bragging about his 
nasty little book reaching number 
two on the Amazon sales chart. 
He doesn’t realise this is people  
hate-buying it. 

Goodwin—we are laughing at 
you, not with you.

           

IF GOODWIN visited a hospital or school, he would know that Britain depends on migrant workers	

Even those in Matt 
Goodwin’s own 
camp are relishing 
the sight of him 
squirming

‘‘ 

Goodwin suffered a bad loss in the 
Gorton and Denton by-election

BACK STORY
lGoodwin was professor of 
politics at the University of Kent 
from 2015 to 2024
lHe is a presenter on the far 
right propaganda channel, GB 
News 
lHe lost the Gorton and Denton 
by-election in February, blaming 
“woke” Muslims for his defeat 
lHe claims to have written a 
best seller but in its first week, 
Suicide of a Nation sold just 
5,539 copies
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Anti-war protest 
over US air base  
at Lakenheath 

HUNDREDS OF people from 
across Britain, Europe and 
beyond gathered at the main 
gate of the vast United States 
airbase at Lakenheath, Suffolk, 
last Saturday. 

Home to the US airforce’s 
48th Fighter Wing, Lakenheath 
is pivotal in projecting US 
military power in the Middle 
East. 

Protesters had come to 
support the peace camp. 

The main gate was closed 
and at times police shut the 
main route passing the base. 

Amid a lively atmosphere, 
protesters heard speeches, 
music and poetry and 
witnessed performance art. 

On Sunday, seven people 
were arrested for allegedly 
supporting non-violent direct 
action group Palestine Action. 

Two others were arrested 
and charged with obstructing a 
highway.  
Keith Prince, Norwich 

Vote left in Unison 
union service group 
exec elections  
ARE YOU a Unison union 
member who wants a bigger 
fight against austerity and 
racism?

You should back Time 
For Real Change (TFRC) 
candidates in the elections 
to the union’s service group 
executives (SGEs).

The seats on all seven 
SGEs, which represent 
different sectors such as local 
government and health, are up 
for grabs.

Each service group has 
an executive committee 

responsible for making 
strategic decisions and plays a 
key role in pay awards. 

TFRC, the left wing grouping 
in the union, is standing 
candidates committed to 
organising a fightback. 

The grouping supports left 
wing general secretary Andrea 
Egan. 

TFRC candidates want to 
remove the bureaucracy’s 
blocks on organising and on 
members taking action. 

They are fighting to change 
the way the union operates 
by promoting organising, 
using collective strength and 
workers’ power.
lFor a full list of TFRC 
candidates, go to  
tinyurl.com/SGEelections

REPORTS ROUND-UP HEALTH

Why you should get 
behind docs’ strike
>>continued from back 
Worker that Streeting’s 
withdrawal of 1,000 training 
places was “disappointing”. 

He explained it will have 
a “huge impact, not just for 
resident doctors but also for 
patients”. 

He said, “People are 
waiting months and years for 
surgery and there are doctors 
who will be unemployed from 
August, it makes no sense. I 
don’t think the solution is 
holding back more doctors 
from becoming specialists.”

And as doctors leave 
Britain in droves, Labour 
has offered residents a paltry  
3.5 percent rise. 

Insulting
This month it imposed an 
equally insulting 3.3 percent 
on nurses, paramedics and 
everyone else on the NHS 
Agenda For Change contract.

That move will only add to 
the number of unfilled health 
service vacancies.

Sarah explained that the 

BMA is demanding full pay 
restoration. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“We don’t want a pay rise. 
We are simply asking for our 
pay to be restored to what it 
used to be in 2008.”

“I think these are very 
just demands. It’s in the 

best interests of everyone to 
engage with us. 

“We are very disappointed 
that the negotiations broke 
down. We don’t want to be 
on the picket line. But we are 
going to continue doing so 
until our demands are met 
because they are just.”

ON THE picket line in Greater Manchester 

Education workers’ union  
opposes deadly war drive 
by THOMAS FOSTER in Brighton 

EDUCATION WORKERS have 
slammed the British state’s 
complicity in the United 
States-Israeli war on Iran.

Delegates at the NEU 
union’s conference in 
Brighton last week called out 
the Labour Party for letting 
the US use British bases.

An emergency motion, 
titled “No to Trump 
and Netanyahu’s wars”, 
condemned the US attacks on 
Venezuela, Israel’s aggression 
in Lebanon and Donald 
Trump’s threats to Cuba. 

It expressed the union’s 
“total opposition to the 
ongoing genocide of the 
Palestinian people”.

It instructed the NEU 
national executive “to oppose 
all British involvement in 
the Iran war, including the 
continued use of British air 
bases”.

Louise Regan, an NEU 
national executive member 
who proposed the motion, 
said the “illegal war has 
already targeted thousands”, 
including “targeting schools 
and homes”.

Jess Edwards from south 
London seconded the motion, 
arguing that Trump “is 
presiding over an empire in 
decline”.

“And as it declines, it 
is becoming ever more 

barbarous and murderous,” 
she said.

“The consequence of the 
US economic decline is to 
haul the Middle East into 
more and more murder.”

Delegate Joseph Richard 
Flynn described Trump as 
“the figurehead of a mask-off 
gangster imperialist approach 
to international relations”.

“Wouldn’t it be better to 
stand up to the bully and 
close our airspace to the US 
and say stop bombing now?”

Revulsion at the US-Israeli 
bombing of the Shajareh 
Tayyebeh girls’ elementary 
school in Minab, which 
murdered over 150 children, 
teachers and parents, ran 
through the discussion.

Weapons 
Meanwhile, NEU delegates 
backed a call for welfare and 
wages, not weapons and 
warfare. 

A passed motion stated 
that the union continues “to 
stand in our best traditions, 
for peace and against 
militarisation”.

It also said that 
“ever‑higher spending on 
arms increases the risk 
of a wider drive to war, in 
the dangerous context of 
renewed great‑power rivalry”.

The adopted policies put 
the union firmly on the side 
of those opposing the West’s 
drive to war.

NEU UNION 

Manchester health workers walk out
WORKERS AT Fairfield 
Hospital in Bury, Royal 
Oldham Hospital and Salford 
Royal Hospital in Greater 
Manchester struck over pay 
on Tuesday. 

The Unison union 
members include nurses, 
clinical support workers and 
housekeepers. 

The NHS trust uses an 
agency, NHS Professionals, to 
manage overtime. 

Unison says this results 
in lower pay and a lack of 

pension contributions for 
workers. One worker said, 
“They are refusing to pay us 
fairly for the extra hours of 
work. 

“The agency has slashed 
extra pay by more than  
£10 per hour. 

“That is resulting in NHS 
workers who can’t pay their 
bills or feed their families and 
use food banks.”

nSOCIAL CARE workers 
at Blue Triangle Housing 

Association in Scotland 
walked out over pay on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Unison union members 
at 36 services and 12 local 
authorities took action for the 
future of social care.

Blue Triangle workers were 
offered a pay rise of 1 percent 
this year, with an additional 
£250 one-off payment. 

But this is well below 
inflation—which is only set 
to rise.   
Jude Mckechnie 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

The Your Party assembly

OBITUARY
Terry Bell 
1942-2026

TERRY BELL, former 
member of the African 
National Congress (ANC) 
and the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP), has died at the 
age of 84.

In 1964, he was forced 
into exile after time in an 
apartheid jail. He first went 
to London, where he met 
and married Barbara, his 
life-long partner and closest 
comrade, who died last year. 

They were fond of telling 
about their attempt to canoe 
to Tangier in Morocco. Terry 
and Barbara reached the 
Mediterranean but were 
wrecked by heavy waves, 

just managing to save their 
lives. 

This was the story of an 
adventurer, willing to take 
risks if he thought the goal 
was worth it.

In 1972, Terry and 
Barbara moved from Lusaka 
in Zambia, where they 
had been posted, to New 
Zealand.

There, they established 
the local anti-apartheid 
movement and succeeded 
in forcing the authorities to 
abandon the South African 
rugby tour.

In 1979, with virtually 
no funds, they set up a 
primary division of the 
ANC’s Somafco School in 
Tanzania, where they taught 
the children of exiles. 

They fell foul of the ANC’s 
leadership and returned to 
London. 

Against the wishes of the 
ANC’s local leadership, Terry 
backed the1984-85 British 
miners’ strike.

Metal  
The following year he 
met Moses Mayekiso, 
independent-minded leader 
of the South African metal 
workers’ union, who the 
SWP had invited to Britain.

Convinced by the SWP’s 
theory of state capitalism, 
Terry joined the party in 
1986.

When Mayekiso was 
detained and charged with 
high treason, put in solitary 
confinement and threatened 

with the death penalty, Terry 
launched the Friends of 
Moses Mayekiso. 

SWP members were 
enthusiastic organisers, 
and the ANC attempted to 
marginalise the campaign 
by describing it as an SWP 
front.

But backing for the 
Friends was broad. 

The NUJ journalists 
union and the International 
Metalworkers’ Federation 
were key supporters. And 
when Moses was released 
the TUC union federation 
hosted the celebration with 
only a day’s notice. 

Terry and Barbara 
returned to South Africa 
in 1991. Initially keen to 
build the International 

Socialist Tendency, they 
fell out of favour. But they 
did not depart from their 
revolutionary politics, 
and Terry always wore his 
trademark Lenin cap.

Terry worked as a 
journalist and will be 
remembered as a labour 
correspondent of the highest 
order. 

He sided with the 
mineworkers at Marikana, 
when the police—with the 
connivance of union leaders 
and the ANC—slaughtered 
34 of them in 2012. 

Terry is survived by his 
son Brendon and daughter 
Ceiran. Hamba Kahle 
Comrade Terry. Go well!
Kate Alexander and 
Sheila McGregor

DELEGATES AT the NEU union conference 

Unison general secretary
Andrea Egan
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London Met university 
workers strike for jobs 
by CAMILLA ROYLE  

UCU UNION members 
at London Metropolitan 
University have announced 
strikes against cuts start-
ing next week. 

Workers are planning 
picket lines from 9am to 
10am each day at both the 
Holloway Road campus 
in north London and City 
campus in east London. 

Bosses’ plans for cuts put 
120 jobs at risk. They are 
already issuing redundancy 
letters. 

While  s lashing jobs, 
London Met is also planning 
a £284 million overhaul of its 
buildings. But students don’t 
come for the shiny buildings, 
they come to the university 
for the teaching. 

The UCU branch says, 
“Student support is already 
beginning to grow and wider 
solidarity will help increase 
pressure on management to 
reconsider these damaging 
plans.

“London Met has a long 

standing role in providing 
education and opportunity to 
communities often excluded 
from higher education. 

“We believe that future is 
worth defending.”

This mission to offer 
working class students 
a  chance at  going to 
university is now under  
serious threat. 

London Met is on the 
frontlines of a fight back 
against course closures and 
job cuts. 

But with no national strike 
ballot, and little sign of a 
national campaign from the 
union, the UCU members are 
being left to fight alone. 

They are asking for support 
from the wider working class 

movement including sending 
messages of solidarity and 
visits to the picket lines. 

The eight days of strikes 
are set to take place on 15 
and 16 April, 21-23 April and 
27-29 April. 
lJoin the picket line at 166-220 
Holloway Rd, London N7 8DB  
and Calcutta House, Old Castle 
St, London E1 7NT

EDUCATION

LONDON MET strikers and their supporters in February�

A disappointing result in 
UCU union complaint case
A HEARING at the 
Certification Officer 
watchdog began in February 
over alleged election  
rule-breaking by UCU union 
general secretary Jo Grady. 

Two candidates in the 
2024 general secretary 
election, Ewan McGaughey 
and Vicky Blake, said 
that Grady had an unfair 
advantage in the election. 

As the incumbent union 
leader, she had access 
to union buildings and 
equipment.

And she had the ability 
to promote herself by 
visiting branches that other 
candidates didn’t have. 

Her name was on the end 
of emails to all members 
and the union’s use of social 
media gave a high profile 
to her own personal social 
media account.  

In the course of the 
hearing it was also revealed 
that Grady said in messages 
to UCU officials that she 
wanted to “rid the union” of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

The Certification 
Officer did not uphold 
the complaints from 
McGaughey and Blake apart 
from one issue.

This was around the use 
of a union live streaming 

platform to make a 
campaign video. 

The case did find that the 
union must treat election 
“guidance” as rules rather 
than an optional framework. 

Blake said the fact that 
witnesses did not feel safe 
speaking under their own 
names also raises concerns 
about how the union 
operates. 

UCU’s own staff are in 
dispute and have been on 
strike recently. 

Blake says, “Trust can 
only be rebuilt if that is 
reflected in how rules are 
treated, how resources are 
used, and how concerns 
about fairness are heard 
and addressed. 

“This is vital for the health 
of our internal democracy 
and for our credibility within 
our workplaces and the 
wider sector.”

How should we engage 
with AI in the workplace?
Dimitra Kotouza is a 
researcher from the Labour 
Research Department. She 
spoke to Camilla Royle 
about the new publication, 
AI at Work.

Who is this report aimed at? 
Artificial intelligence is a 
topic everybody is talking 
about. It’s also a topic 
on which there is a lot of 
misinformation. 

We felt that information 
was not getting to the people 
it needs to fast enough. 

Workers and unions are 
trying to respond to changes 
that are happening when we 
don’t have a clear idea of 
what they are. 

We looked at how AI is 
affecting different sectors 
and key areas of interest 
for workers. This includes 
job security, workloads, 
quality of work, workers’ 
skills, data rights, automated 
decision‑making and issues 
around health and safety. 

There’s also interest in the 
environmental impact. 

How quickly is AI being 
rolled out?
In some sectors like design, 
audio and video production, 
journalism and IT the changes 
are enormous. 

Then there are spaces 
where AI is hidden. There are 
AI surveillance technologies, 
such as driver-facing cameras, 
introduced into DHL delivery 
fleets. 

Workers and the Unite 
union used the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
to campaign against this and 
won. 

Now, there have been 
legislative changes to GDPR 
that favour employers and the 
AI industry. 

The 2025 Data (Use 
and Access) Act reduces 
protections on automated 
decision making. This could 
create a dangerous situation 
where people’s data rights 
cannot be defended. 

There are types of 
algorithmic management 
emerging making decisions 
about pay, workload, work 
locations and hours. It is used 
in HR and in hiring and firing. 

A high-profile deployment 
in the public sector is a 
chatbot used by Peterborough 
City Council, named after 
a senior social worker—
Geraldine. The AI was trained 
on her communications.

A chatbot now mediates 

relationships between 
workers. Previously, social 
workers would go to each 
other, now they are guided to 
use Geraldine AI. 

Instead of having a 
relationship with your 
colleagues, you talk to the 
machine. 

There’s the question of 
data harvesting. The data 
that was collected has 
value, it becomes an asset 
when embedded in the AI 
and it saves money for the 
employer. 

But what do workers gain 
from that? What if they are 
made redundant and what 
about the value of their work?

What about AI taking jobs? 
This is already the case 
in journalism. One of our 
colleagues heard stories 
from the NUJ journalists’ 
union where journalists were 
getting laid off en masse and 
rehired as AI assistants. 

There is also a huge change 
in the NHS. There are serious 
ethical issues around Palantir. 
But there’s a bigger issue—
the proposal of wearables for 
patients, genomic data and AI 
scribes. The scribes are bots 
that listen, write up notes and 
integrate that data to profile 
patients.

The government was 
pushing NHS doctors to use 
AI scribes. But they weren’t 
medically approved. So, 
doctors were using AI that 
was giving them medical 
advice when it shouldn’t. 

There’s a deskilling 
element too. Often a manager 
will introduce AI and not 
consult with workers who 
have skills and expertise. 

And automated decision 
making tends to reproduce 
discrimination.

 
Do you have any ideas of 
how people can resist this? 
If unions have the strength to 
do so, they can set conditions 
that ought to be met 
before they consent to new 
technologies.

They can have in place 
new technology agreements. 
Such agreements can contain 
a clause that says if this 
is introduced there will 
be no wage cuts, limited 
workload increases and no 
redundancies. 

It needs organising. But the 
issues raised by AI are a good 
motivation for people to join 
unions. If we work together, 
we can make this better.

The 2023 Hollywood Writers Guild strike challenged AI�

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

Glasgow lecturers strike 
over health and safety
WELDING AND fabrication 
lecturers at City of Glasgow 
College (CoCG) have 
escalated their action. 

The EIS-Fela union 
members have announced 
12 more days of strikes on 
21-24 April, 27-30 April and 
5-8 May. 

Workers are determined 
to fight for better health 
and safety measures for 
themselves and the students 
they teach. 

They are asking for air 
fed respiratory masks, an 
update to the workshop risk 
assessments and training. 

Workers want to reduce 
the risk of being exposed to 
cancer-causing metal dust 
particles. 

EIS general secretary 
Andrea Bradley said, 
“Protecting the health and 
safety of staff must always 
be a top priority for any 
employer.”  

COLLEGES

Jo Grady

Support Sheffield strike 
UCU UNION members at 
the University of Sheffield 
International College (Usic) 
have escalated their action 
by planning a full week of 
strikes from next Monday 
to Friday. 

They also struck this 
week on Tuesday and were  
set to strike on Thursday. 

The college, part of 
private firm Study Group, 
charges international 
students fees of up to 
£26,000 a year to help 
prepare them to study at 
the University of Sheffield. 

It is one of the few Study 
Group sites to be unionised. 

Workers there are 
taking action over pay and 
conditions. Bosses have 
frozen the workers’ pay. Yet 
the CEO was paid £600,000 
in 2023 and 2024. Bosses 
are also planning job cuts. 

The small UCU branch is 
in need of financial support 
to keep the strikes going. 
lDonate to the hardship fund:  
Name: UCU University of 
Sheffield International College 
NE197 No: 20550514  
S/C: 60-83-01

UCU UNION
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by YURI PRASAD and CAMILLA ROYLE

THIS WEEK’S resident doctors’ 
strike is a fight for everyone 
who works in or uses the health 
service. 

Everyone should get behind the 
strikers—and defy the attacks from 
Keir Starmer and the filthy right 
wing press.

The Daily Mail last week was 
among many that lambasted doctors 
as “greedy” and eager to harm their 
patients. 

Health secretary Wes Streeting 
joined in, choosing the right wing 
Daily Telegraph to say the doctors’ 
BMA union was “trying to slam on 
the brakes” on his plans for reform.

The truth is that under Labour, the 
NHS has continued to haemorrhage 
highly skilled health workers. 

Chunk 
This includes a growing chunk of 
the 80,000 residents who are the 
bulk of doctors in the NHS. 

Doctors leave because they are 
forced to work in hospitals that are 
collapsing and GP surgeries with 
queues out the door. Every day 
they see the toll of stress on their 
colleagues.

On top of that, there are now 
so few training places—which 
allow residents to specialise—that 
this year some 50,000 doctors will 
compete for fewer than 13,000 

places. That failure is a key reason 
why millions of patients are waiting 
in pain and distress for treatment 
or surgery. 

There are simply too few special-
ist doctors and allied staff. 

Dr Andrew Meyerson this week 
pleaded with the government after 
finishing a long A&E shift in an east 

London hospital. “I’m exhausted 
and I want to go home,” he said. 
“But I need to send a message to 
our politicians.

“The BMA is  demanding 
more doctors, and I support that 
demand—and so do the British 
public because everybody who can’t 
find a GP, who waits for 12 hours 

in A&E, who can’t get cancer care, 
knows the reason is we don’t have 
enough doctors and we don’t have 
enough nurses.”

The government must “wake 
up” and “provide funding for those 
training places”, he continued. 

But instead, the department of 
health did the exact opposite and 

withdrew its offer of an additional 
1,000 places after the strikes were 
announced. That’s a move that will 
undoubtedly hit patient care.

On the BMA’s latest six-day 
walkout, which started on Tuesday, 
striking doctors spoke to Socialist 
Worker.

Resident doctor Sarah Zbeidy 
said, “We want training posts so 
we can train more specialists—
more cardiologists, psychiatrists, 
surgeons. These are the people who 
will look after us in the future. 

“We are training a very small 
number of doctors. 

Quality
“It’s not enough to care for all 
the patients. They are waiting 
years for their surgeries and their 
assessments. 

“The quality of care has been 
eroded. It’s a scary time,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

She added, “The NHS is supposed 
to be for every single patient and we 
want to deliver the best care. 

“But you can’t do it if you are 
overwhelmed, you are stretched. 
Where do you get the time and the 
energy?

“Most of our graduates have 
£100,000 in student debt. It’s very 
hard to encourage people to join 
medicine. It’s unsustainable.”

Aadam Aziz, also a striking 
resident doctor, told Socialist 
>>continued on page 14

BMA UNION members picket in central London on Tuesday� Picture: Guy Smallman

Don’t let unions divide and rule NHS staff over pay 
THE LEADERS of some health 
unions have their own reasons 
for anger at the doctors’ strike.

One “senior union figure” told 
the Guardian newspaper last 
week that the BMA’s walkout 
against a 3.5 percent pay offer 
was making them look bad.

“The deals we have been able 
to present to our members are 
becoming a much tougher sell,” 
they said. 

Another was particularly 
angry because resident doctors 
themselves were leading the 
BMA negotiations, rather than 
“professional negotiators”. 

The first source added 
that having doctors lead the 
negotiations resulted in less 
willingness to do a deal on pay 
and conditions.

A third source claimed 
that there was “undoubtedly 
resentment” among unions 
representing NHS staff who were 
not doctors. They said there was 
a sense that the government 
always “seemed more willing to 
listen to the doctors.”

These candid admissions show 
why the big health unions have 
such a poor record on winning 
decent pay—they are always 

too ready to accept a shoddy 
deal and are rarely prepared to 
organise a national strike.

One London paramedic told 
Socialist Worker that she was 
“furious” at the unions’ attitude. 

“The job of our leaders and 
negotiators is not to sell us 
whatever crap the department of 
health have offered up,” she said. 
“It’s to get us the best possible 
improvements in our pay and 
conditions.

“That means, instead of 
attacking the BMA for actually 
being ‘member-led’, we should be 
following them out the door.”

Years of poor pay deals, 
under both Labour and Tory 
governments, have caused the 
current NHS crisis—and the big 
health unions “pragmatism” 
paved the way for it.

“Look at the mess we’re in,” 
said the paramedic. “A&E is a 
disaster zone. People wait in pain 
for more than 12-hours to be 
seen, only then to be shunted to 
a corridor.

“Corridor care used to only 
happen at the busiest hospitals, 
and even then, only in winter. 
Now it’s happening everywhere, 
all year round.”NHS workers in the Unite union 

AS WES STREETING WITHRAWS NHS TRAINING PLACES... 

‘WE ARE STRIKING 
FOR OUR PATIENTS’  



BEACON OF RESISTANCE
IN A DANGEROUS WORLD
SOCIALIST WORKER EDITOR TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS ON THE PAST, 
PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE BEST NEWSPAPER ON THE LEFT

“V
I C T O R Y  T O  t h e 
Egyptian Revolution”. 
That was the front page 
of the first Socialist 
Worker I bought in 
2011 during the height 

of the Arab Spring.
Inside were voices and eyewitness 

reports from Tahrir Square, interviews with 
revolutionary socialists from the region, 
analysis on the Muslim Brotherhood and more. 

You couldn’t find all of that anywhere else. 
And all the while Socialist Worker linked it to 
United States imperialism and the fight against 
the Tory government in Britain. 

Readers will all have their own stories about 
the impact of Socialist Worker in different 
struggles. 

“Victory to Palestine” after 7 October or 
“Trans Women Are Women” after the Supreme 
Court ruling are some of the front pages you’ve 
picked out (see page iv). 

Daily 
But what makes Socialist Worker different? It's 
more than the content we produce on our daily 
news site or in the weekly print edition.

At the core of our politics is “socialism from 
below” and “working class self-emancipation”. 

We believe in the potential of working 
class people setting up their own grassroots 
organisations that can take power and run 
society from below. 

You see that possibility in all major struggles 
whether it’s the disobedience committees in 
Sudan in 2019, the shoras in Iran in 1979 or 
the soviets in Russia in 1917.

However, as Karl Marx said, the “ruling 
ideas in any society are the ideas of the ruling 
class”. This means most working class people 

are not revolutionary but reformist. Many 
hold both left and right wing ideas. And the  
working class as a whole is divided by backward 
ideas such as racism, sexism or transphobia.

That “uneven consciousness” makes building 
a party that can argue for revolutionary ideas 
and strategy in the movements indispensable. 

This relationship between party and class 
is key to what makes revolutionary media 
unique.

The Italian Marxist Antonio Gramsci asked 
what sort of journalism the working class 
movement needed. 

He argued for what he termed “integral 
journalism”, a journalism that “seeks not only 
to satisfy all the needs” of its audience. 

It also aims to “create and develop these 
needs” and “arouse its public and progressively 
enlarge it”. 

If you’re a revolutionary socialist, you 
have to try to influence the people you work 
alongside with socialist ideas. And you can’t 
do that without revolutionary media—without 
Socialist Worker. 

So sell Socialist Worker when you’re at the 
local Stand Up To Racism or union meeting. 

And when the US bombs Iran share our 
analysis with your anti-war WhatsApp group 
and the people you know in the movement.

It opens up a political discussion and 
an opportunity to talk about what next— 
revolutionary media is a “collective agitator 
and organiser”. 

As we print the 3,000th 
edition, we’re proud of 
Socialist Worker’s history 
and journalism.

But we want to grow our 
readership and expand into 
a bigger team to produce a 
variety of media from arti-
cles, to videos and podcast. 

You can help 
us do that. Buy 
it, read it, sell 
it—and share  
it online. 

A soldier reads Socialist Worker during the 
Portuguese Revolution of 1974 

SOCIALIST WORKER AT 3,000  

Trans women are 
women is one of the 
iconic front pages 
readers have picked  

‘‘ 

HOLD THE FRONT RAGE
l1968 was a 
turning point for 
the International 
Socialists 
(IS), a small 
revolutionary 
group in Britain.

Amid a global 
wave of student 
and anti‑war 
radicalism, it 
launched a new 
newspaper, 
Socialist Worker 
(SW).

SW led IS's 
attempt to relate 
to student, political 
and industrial 
struggles—and to 
unite them.
lThe 1970s saw 
a huge increase 
in the number of 
strikes, which the 
paper covered. It 
offered militants a 
chance to debate 
tactics needed to 
win. The papers' 
influence was by 
now formidable.
lBut workers' 
confidence turned 
to demoralisation 
as the 1974 Labour 
government 
implemented 
austerity. The 
fascists were on 
the rise and SW 
was at the heart 
of the movement 
against them.
lDuring the 
1980s, Tory 
attacks often 
led to important 
strikes and 
protests. But 
the movement 
was fragmented. 
SW won readers 
by arguing for 
a generalised 
response.
lIt wasn't until 
1990, and the 
explosion of anger 
at the Poll Tax that 
class rage spread 
broadly enough to 
win big.
lThe decades 
that followed saw 
another far right 
revival, and mass 
opposition to it. 
SW prided itself 
on campaigning 
coverage of 
fighting racism.

A movement 
against capitalism 
globalisation also 
rose up. SW joined 
it, arguing that 
globalisation was 
a symptom of a 
capitalist system.
lThe 21st century 
is an era of war. 
SW took a hard 
line against 
imperialism—and 
in support of  
resistance.

Editor, Tomáš Tengely-Evans
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HOLD THE FRONT RAGE
lVICTORY TO 
THE ENGINEERS 
October, 1968
“In October 1968, as 
a young telephone 
engineering 
apprentice, I had 
gone on a big march 
to the United States 
embassy against the 
Vietnam War.

I was finished with Labour and 
reading Socialist Worker convinced me 
that I needed to join a revolutionary 
alternative.

I sent in a tear-off slip asking for 
more information.

Three days later a member of IS 
came round to my mum and dad’s 
council flat and signed me up. I’ve been 
a member ever since.”
Ken Muller
Retired teacher

lTHEY’RE 
WELCOME HERE 
May, 1976
“The Labour 
government was 
being directed by 
the International 
Monetary Fund, and 
the National Front 
were feeding on 
workers’ disillusionment.

Racism was on the rise, both in 
elections and on the streets.

In May, thousands of Asians were 
expelled from Malawi and many 
wanted to come here. The press was in 
a racist frenzy. Socialist Worker stood 
against the tide. 

I was working on production of the 
paper and also selling it on the streets. 
The front page headline became our 
biggest seller. My branch alone sold 
160 on its Saturday sale.”
Roger Huddle
Socialist Worker designer in the 1970s 
and 1980s

lINTO BATTLE 
March, 1984
“The Great Miners’ 
Strike was the 
longest mass strike 
in British history.

Tragically, it was 
defeated and today 
it is either forgotten 
or written off as a 
suicidal last stand of an old working 
class.

In reality the miners came very close 
to victory several times. The optimism 
of this headline absolutely summed up 
the mood.” 
Mike Simons
Socialist Worker journalist during the 
strike 

lSOUTH AFRICA—
REVOLUTION IS 
THE ONLY WAY 
June 1986
“I had just joined the 
Socialist Workers 
Party, and this front 
page captured 
the demands of 
the South African 
working class at the time. 

Our paper celebrated the rising 
resistance in South Africa—but it knew 
that brutality would follow.

The complicity of the Margaret 
Thatcher government, and its 

continuing support for the apartheid 
government, is a stark reminder that 
our enemy is also at home.”
Moyra Samuels
Socialist and community activist, 
originally from South Africa

lNO WAR FOR OIL 
January, 1991
“I was really proud to 
be selling Socialist 
Worker with this 
headline. It cut 
through all the 
bullshit about ‘poor 
little Kuwait’ and 
made clear that the 
war was only ever about imperialism 
and money. 

We worked hard to build an anti-war 
movement during the Gulf War and the 
paper’s analysis was crucial.

It’s easy with hindsight to see the 
nightmare neoliberal new world order 
the war heralded. But even at the 
time we knew we had to hold our own 
complicit rulers to account.”
Esther Neslen
Socialist activist then based in Stoke

lREJOICE! 
April, 2013
“I listened to a 
song called Tramp 
The Dirt Down by 
Elvis Costello while 
designing this.

His descriptions 
of Thatcher brought 
back all the hatred 
millions of us felt toward the 1980s 
Tory regime.

Young people were at the front of 
the battles, and bore the brunt of the 
Tories’ policies—mass unemployment, 
low pay and racism.

I came up with the ‘Rejoice’ headline 
because I remembered what Thatcher 
had declared after Britain won the 
Falklands War in 1984. She said we 
should celebrate, despite hundreds of 
Argentinian conscripts having been 
slaughtered by ‘our boys’.

Some of the right wing press 
got hold of the front page and were 
thoroughly outraged. Good.”
Yuri Prasad
Socialist Worker’s designer

lVICTORY TO 
PALESTINE—
SMASH ISRAELI 
TERROR STATE 
October, 2023
“This front page made 
a lasting impression 
on me and was my 
introduction to the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

At the time, I did not know the 
politics of the party but it stayed in 
my mind when I later met comrades 
at a protest.

The headline centres the violence 
inflicted on the Palestinian people 
over 75 years by Israel.

The words ‘terror state’ were 
particularly meaningful to me. The 
West call Palestinian resistance 
‘terrorism’. They want to make it 
seem that oppressed people fighting 
back is unjustified.

The paper was making it known 
that indigenous people fighting back 
was to be expected, and to take it 
further—that it may be victorious.”
Suwaba Hussein

In celebration of its 3000th edition, 
Socialist Worker looks back at some of the 
stories it has covered over the decades. 
From strikes to anti-fascist demonstrations, 
Socialist Worker has been on the front lines 
of working class struggle
Wapping, 1985
THE TORIES, led by Margaret 
Thatcher, came into office in 1979 
determined to reduce the strength 
of the unions. The defeat of the 
miners in 1984-5 was crucial to 
their plan and the assault on the 
print workers was the next stage.

Press baron and Tory ally Rupert 
Murdoch set out to smash Fleet 
Street’s powerful print unions. He 
sacked 6,000 print workers and 
moved their work to a scab plant in 
Wapping, east London. This is where 
strike-breakers produced News 
International’s newspapers—the 
Sun, the Times and the News of the 
World. 

Starting on 24 January 1986, the 
print workers and their supporters 
defied the government, Murdoch 
and the police and took industrial 
action. For more than a year, police 
battered workers fighting for their 
rights, and the full force of the 
media and the government was 
used against them.

From the outset, Socialist Worker 
was almost alone in arguing for 
militant methods and a strategy 
that could have won the dispute.

Fight now or face disaster 
1 February 1985
Rupert Murdoch is cock-a-hoop this 
week. Within 24 hours of print union 
leaders calling an all-out strike at all 
four of his newspapers, scab editions 
were distributed around the country.

There have been “teething troubles”, 
Murdoch admitted, particularly with 
distribution. But for the first time ever, 
millions of copies of a scab national 
paper have been produced and supplied 
to retailers.

Now he is well on his way to 
smashing the strongest section of 
the trade union movement. Yet his 
behaviour is due to the behaviour of 

the print union leaders. 
Sogat general secretary Brenda 

Dean and NGA general secretary 
Tony Dubbins are displaying “new 
pragmatism” that has become 
dominant among even left wing 
leaders in the trade union movement. 

It leads to the utterly mistaken 
idea that mass picketing and mass 
involvement cannot win—and what is 
important is winning public opinion. 
This has been their strategy since 
negotiations restarted over staffing the 
Wapping plant four months ago.

They gave Murdoch all the time 
he needed to prepare both Wapping 
and his scab plant in Glasgow for 
production. They gave him time 
to make alternative distribution 
arrangements.

Even when print workers voted 
overwhelmingly for a strike, they 
refused to act. 

Instead of immediately stopping 
the presses and mounting pickets at 
Wapping, they demanded more talks 
and gave Murdoch a crucial week 
to bring in valuable equipment. As 
Murdoch said on Monday, “So long 
as Brenda Dean is in charge. I think 
things will be fairly peaceful.”

All this, while Murdoch is producing 
scab newspapers by the million.

Fighting the fascists, 1977
BITTER disillusionment with the 
Labour government allowed the 
Nazis to grow. In the 1976 local 
London elections, the National 
Front (NF) got over 100,000 votes. 

Socialist Worker reported on the 
fascists’ murderous campaign of 
racist attacks in the late 1970s. 

And Socialist Worker led the way 
in arguing for direct confrontation 
with the fascists when they 
attempted to march. This approach 
was crucial to stopping the fascists 
in their tracks.

We stopped the Nazis—and we’ll do 
it again
20 August 1977
DAVID FOSTER, a bus inspector, was 
once a police officer in Jamaica. His 
son Christopher is one of the 21 black 
youths who faced trumped up charges 
from the local police. He spoke to 
Socialist Worker after the Nazis tried to 
march in Lewisham.

“All the people I’ve talked to in the 
area are glad there was a counter-
demonstration. They are glad the 
National Front were stopped from 
marching as they wanted to.

“I’ve lived here for 26 years. My 
children have been brought up to know 
no difference between white and black 
skin colour. I’ve never come across 
much colour prejudice here—until the 
National Front moved in.

“The National Front have done 
everything in their power to whip 
up hatred between black and white. 
They have brought racial violence and 
destruction to a peaceful community.

“On the 2 July, when we marched 
for our children who have been 
arrested, the National Front showed 
who are the violent ones. They 
attacked our demonstration, threw 
acid in the eyes of one young girl and 
broke the jaw of another.

“I haven’t heard anyone around 
here complaining about violence on 

Saturday. What they say is—if the 
National Front had been allowed to 
march, there would have been much 
more violence in the community. 

“They would have got a stranglehold 
on the community. They would have 
started to do whatever they liked.

“Then you would have seen real 
violence. Black people would have 
been killed. The best thing about the 
counter‑demonstration is that the 
National Front will think again before 
they put their foot here.

“I’ve supported the Labour Party 
seven times and the Liberal Party once 
over the last 26 years. But they don’t 
do anything to stop the racism. I don’t 
agree with everything the Socialist 
Workers Party says, but they were 
the only organisation to stand for the 
rights of black people here.”

RESISTANCE—FRAME BY FRAME

“YOU KNOW this was the big one—all or nothing for both 
sides. My memories are of people sticking together under 
the most difficult circumstances. I recall miners and their 
families huddled in living rooms under duvets because they 
had no money for heating.

Under other political circumstances that willingness, the 

human commitment to each other in struggle, the immense 
generosity of people is what achieves extraordinary things 
in winning change in society. That has stayed with me more 
than anything else.”
JOHN STURROCK, 2004
Socialist Worker’s photographer during the miners’ strike

Pitched battle at Wapping, 1985

In 1974, Socialist Worker was one of the
first newspapers to cover the asbestos
scandal

Paul Foot
May Days and heydays 
I WENT with a light heart to 
Newcastle on May Day on 
what I assumed would be a 
great workers’ rally.

Twelve years ago I was 
in Newcastle on or around 
May Day for a hundredth 
anniversary meeting of the 
Trades Council. Jimmy Reid 
was the main speaker, but he 
didn’t turn up. The meeting 
was chaired by the AUEW 
official, who told me blithely 
as he looked around the hall 
that there were, he thought, 
“about 350 shop stewards 
here”. It was 1973, the 
year between the two great 
miners’ strikes. Everyone 
was confident and proud of 
their movement in one of its 
strongest areas. It was terrific.

I was in Newcastle last 
year too, for perhaps the 
best meeting of my life. It 
was a glorious June day and 
the Northumberland miners 
were holding a strike rally. 
Some 5,000 miners and their 
families marched into the park 
with their banners. They were 
full of confidence and pride. It 
was marvellous. 

Last week’s meeting had 
been carefully organised over 
many weeks. Derek Hatton, 
deputy leader of beleaguered 
Liverpool City Council, was 
the main speaker—but he 
didn’t show up.

When I got to the station 
there was no one to meet me, 
and I had forgotten the name 
of the hall. I wandered round 
the streets by the station 
searching for posters. There 
weren’t any. I took a taxi to 
the university, to the poly, 
to every place in Newcastle 
I could remember speaking 
at. I rang the local paper. No 
one anywhere had heard of 
any Trades Council May Day 
meeting.

Shocked
I went back to the station, 
where at last, someone had 
come to meet me. When I got 
to the hall I was shocked to 
find (at most) 120-130 people 
there.

The composition of the 
meeting was completely 
different to that of 1973. 
There were a handful of 
miners’ wives there—friends, I 
think, of Ann Lilburn—one of 
the speakers—but pretty well 
nobody from the great rally 
the previous June.

The mood of the meeting 
was sad, low, rudderless. 
If it hadn’t been for the 
Socialist Workers Party which 
supplied half the audience (at 
least) and five out of seven 
questions, it would have been 
the most gigantic flop.

Sitting there on the 
platform, I felt myself nibbled 
at by all kinds of heresies. 

Was it not true that the 
working class movement was 
in decline?

Was it not true that the shop 
stewards of 1973 represented 
yards and factories which had 
since closed, with nothing 
to replace them? How could 
anything be built in a place 
like this, where getting on for 
20 percent of the workplace 
was unemployed, without the 
slightest hope of the kinds 
of jobs which workers could 
expect in the 1960s and 1970s?

Contribution
Then I got another shock. 
It came from a contribution 
from the floor.

May Day, we were 
reminded, was a celebration 
of international working 
class solidarity, and perhaps 
we ought not to be talking 
so much of the defeat of the 
miners in Britain, but of the 
great strike and lock-out of 
miners in South Africa. 

I realised I had spoken for 
three-quarters of an hour 
without a single reference to 
any workers anywhere in the 
world!

No wonder I was so 
depressed. The insularity 
which infects us all when 
we feel low concentrates our 
minds on what we see around 
us—on the British working 
class movement, whose 
traditional organisations and 
methods have been turned 
over and depleted in the last 
twenty years.

At the same time, 
however, in other countries 
huge working classes are 
being created almost every 
year. Countries and even 
continents where there was 
no working class fifty years 
ago are now teeming with 
a huge proletariat, much 
of it unorganised, but all of 
it exploited beyond belief, 
and showing strong signs of 
organising and fighting back.

On the way back from 
Newcastle I picked up the 
International Herald Tribune, 
and read of two vast strikes 
in South Korea, of a lock-
out in the South American 
goldfields, of the stirring of 
workers’ unrest in the shanty 
towns around construction 
sites in Saudi Arabia.

Across the world, the 
working class is vastly bigger 
and more recognisable than 
it was in what seems to have 
been the “heyday” of 1973.

If we lose sight of that, if we 
think for one moment of the 
working class as white, male 
shop stewards representing 
shipyard workers in Newcastle, 
then we are certainly victims 
of gloom, introspection, and 
worst of all, inertia.
May 1985

Asbestos—the workplace killer
JOURNALIST LAURIE Flynn’s 
“Asbestos murders” articles in 
Socialist Worker, published in 1974, 
exposed the toll of misery inflicted 
by profit-driven bosses. 

They have stolen our lives in pursuit 
of profit
27 April 1974
JAMES MCKENNA is secretary of the 
7/162 Glasgow insulation workers’ 
branch of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union. One of his main duties 
is attending his members’ funerals.

He says “It’s a sore thing you know, 
you could almost call me a professional 
mourner.

“I went to 26 funerals in one year. 
Four in one week. Every one of them 
died from the bug, the asbestos.

“When the men are ill or in hospital 
they say to their wives—‘Don’t let the 
wee man come up and see me’. They’re 
pretty sure they’ve had it if I come.”

In the course of two brief interviews 
Mr McKenna rattled off the names of 
member after member who had been 
certified dead from asbestos.

A letter from union district secretary 
Hugh Wyper to regional secretary Ray 
MacDonald puts a precise figure on the 
branch’s death toll.

It records that since 1965,  
82 members of the 900-strong branch 
have met a premature, tragic and 
unnecessary death “from causes 
associated with asbestos”.

In addition to this literal decimation, 
the letter notes that the branch has  

50 members receiving industrial 
pensions because they suffer from 
“asbestosis in varying stages”.

This figure represents the future 
funerals Mr McKenna will attend.

The men have been slaughtered in 
the service of large, highly profitable 
and thoroughly “respectable” firms 
such as Turner & Newall, Cape 
Asbestos and Cork Insulation, until 
recently part of the good Lord Vestey’s 
Union International empire.

They died and will go on dying 
thanks to the deliberate negligence of 
their employers.

For the employers declined to do 
anything to provide a safe working 
environment and protect workers from 
the known hazards of asbestos. 

It was cheaper and more profitable 
to kill.

The law, which prevented nothing, 
has also provided little to no redress 
after the event. Compensation—for 
those who have had the staying power 
to pursue it through the jungle of the 
legal system—has been paltry.

Dying workers have been left to rot, 
widows left to weep and make ends 
meet somehow.

As Todd, a member of the branch 
committee and himself classified 
as 10 percent disabled by asbestos, 
put it, “They have stolen our lives in 
the pursuit of profit. Our members 
occupy so many burial plots, our 
branch will soon be the biggest 
landowner in Scotland after Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home.”
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‘Our paper gives us visibility, 
especially on the big protests’ 
by JUDE MCKECHNIE

RUSSIAN REVOLUTIONARY 
Vladimir Lenin wrote that “The 
newspaper is not only a collective 
propagandist and a collective 
agitator. It is also an organiser.”

Socialist Worker was born in a tiny 
room in Tottenham in north London in 
1968 with this sentiment at its heart. 

In the 1970s, economic crisis and 
militant strikes combined to push 
up its sales and influence. By 1974, 
46,000 copies of Socialist Worker 
were printed weekly. 

Dave Sherry was the Glasgow 
District Socialist Worker sales 
organiser. He told Socialist Worker, 
“My generation was involved in the 
struggles of the early 1970s, workers 
were cocky and confident. 

“Our line was ‘turn buyers into 
sellers, and sellers into members’.

“Selling the paper was primarily 
how we recruited people to the party. 
We had around 10 factory branches, 
each operating like cells. 

“We’d also do pub runs on a Friday, 
we could sell 300-400 papers a week 
that way. We could average 1,000 
papers a week in total.” 

Dave said the paper “was central to 
everything we did and everybody had 
to sell the paper—in your workplace, 
in your union branch, on campuses.

“You did this because by selling, 
you were identifying those around 

you who were on your side.
“You’d get into arguments with 

people about what was in the paper. 
Sometimes you’d lose the argument, 
and you’d have to go away and read 
and sharpen up. It made you a better 
socialist.”

Today the idea of selling thousands 
of papers to workers every week may 
seem like something from a bygone 
era. 

But the paper continues to resonate 
with people. When Israel began its 
genocidal terror in Gaza in 2023, 
almost 10,000 copies of Socialist 
Worker were sold on Palestine 
demonstrations up and down the 
country. 

Sadia from Haringey branch in 
north London said, “We were the 

only print media that was discussing 
a one-state solution and calling what 
Israel was doing a genocide. 

“People on the demonstrations 
would come up to our stall because 
they felt validated seeing people 
holding up the paper with headlines 
like ‘Victory to Palestine’,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“When you have a physical paper 
on demos with hundreds of thousands 
of people, it allows you to be visible. 

Involved
“It’s an invitation for people to ask 
about what we do, our politics and 
how they can get involved,” she 
said, “I’m very proud to sell Socialist 
Worker on a stall.”

But as anyone who has ever sold 
Socialist Worker knows, it is rarely 
an easy feat. 

It takes extraordinary effort by 
revolutionaries to wake up at 6am 
to go and stand outside a hospital, 
selling papers to workers as they rush 
to start a shift. It can feel intimidating 
to hold a stall on the high street 
knowing that your politics might not 
be well received by everyone. 

But there’s a reason we do it.
Aine is the paper organiser for 

the Manchester SWP branch. They 
explained the role of the paper in 
linking up the different struggles and 
articulating socialist politics. 

“We don’t want people just to 
buy a paper, we want them to be 

reading it and fighting for our poli-
tics. We’re not just selling a physical 
paper—we’re selling a movement, an 
argument, our analysis of the world.”

Áine said that one of their best 
sales was after the Supreme Court 
ruling over trans+ rights in 2025. 
“People were queuing up to get the 
paper. The front page said ‘Trans 
Women are Women’. It put our 
politics forward proudly, at a time 
when trans+ people were attacked.”

Áine told Socialist Worker their 
branch “operates a buddy system, 
where a newer member is paired with 
a more experienced comrade. People 
learn from each other and it feels less 
frightening.”

Across the country, students are 
selling Socialist Worker on campuses 
to build their student groups. At the 
University of Edinburgh, Sophie and 
her comrades run a campaigning stall 
every week. 

“The front page headline opens up 
so many political discussions,” she 
says. “At university at the moment, 
people are mostly talking about the 
wars on Iran and Palestine.

“The fight to beat back the far right 
is also very big. Reform UK has quite 
a presence here, so lots of people 
want to wear our badges to show 
they are against the racists.

“A lot of people focus on social 
media alone. But nothing can replace 
the human contact that you get 
selling the paper on a stall.”

SELLING SOCIALIST Worker at a pro-choice abortion protest in Manchester in 1987	

HOLD THE 
FRONT RAGE
IN JANUARY 1972, when 
troops opened fire on 
a demonstration in 
Derry, murdering 13 
people, Socialist Worker 
described the massacre 
as “a date that will 
be added to the black 
calendar of British 
colonialist repression”.

by EAMMON MCCANN and 
MARY HOLLAND in Derry

ON MONDAY morning 
in Rossville Street and 
in the courtyard behind 
Glenfada Park, people 
stood in groups looking at 
the patches of blood and 
weeping.

We had thought in 
the Bogside that we had 
become used to violent 
death. But there isn’t a 
human experience which 
prepares you for what 
happened.

A woman who had come 
from Belfast for the march 
and couldn’t find her two 
children, was clawing 
at people demented, 
begging, “Have you seen 
Seamus and Dermot?”

Men, angry, demanding 
to know, “Where the fuck’s 
the IRA?” And how many 
were killed. Who were 
they? “Somebody called 
Nash”, “Jimmy Wray from 
Drumcliff Avenue”, “That 
man McKinney that works 
for the Journal” and so on.

We know who they all 
were. All the names. The 
ones we knew well. The 
ones we recognised when 
we saw the photographs.

On Sunday evening the 
area burst with anger at 
the TV news, “Soldiers 
returned fire”.

And on Monday the 
Mirror dares to print a 
headline, “Horror after 
snipers fire on troops”. 

But Mirror lies and 
army lies and Tory lies 
are minor points now. We 
know what happened. The 
memory of it is burned 
into us. We will not never 
forget it.

It was not the first 
bloody Sunday that 
Ireland has known. These 
were not the first innocent 
people shot down here.

They have battered us 
and gassed us, curfewed 
us and killed us, thrown 
our men in cages in Long 
Kesh and Magilligan.

But the barricades still 
stand in Creggan and the 
men wait 
at them 
every 
night. 
There 
will be 
another 
day.

Socialist Worker’s 
line in the 1970s 
was ‘turn buyers 
into sellers, and 
sellers into 
members’ 

‘‘ 
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