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against Tommy Robinson

Sir Keir wanted Mandelsonin US to
do dirty deals with Donald Trump

STARMER'S
SLEAZE IS
AGIFTTO
FAR RIGET.

..AND HIS RACISM, AUSTERITY _ | | "
AND PRO-RICH POLICIES ARETOO | °

Former US ambassador Peter Mandelson
with Labour leader Keir Starmer

BADENOCH AND Farage—
Laughing all the way to the
ballot box

Starmer—man
with no ideals
fails to live up
to them

KEIR STARMER had a firm
belief that he had very few
beliefs—and that this was
his great strength.

A month before Labour’s
landslide in the general
election of 2024, he
gave his “most personal
interview yet”.

“l don’t dream,” Starmer
said, claiming he had no
favourite book, poem or
song, and no childhood
fears or phobias.

That was all part of the
pitch, lapped up by the
mainstream media.

Dull

He may be dull, they said.
But that’s because he’s

a “technocrat” with a
“laser focus” on “efficient
management” after years
of Tory corruption.

He may have no
“ideological vision”, they
said. But that was just
what was needed after a
decade of political crisis.

That’s all come unstuck.
And the scandal over Peter
Mandelson’s appointment
as British ambassador to
the US is just the tip of the
iceberg.

We're supposed to
believe that the arch
technocrat, a former
barrister and senior civil
servant, knew nothing
about the vetting
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘We have
removed or
deported nearly
60,000 people
withnorightto

be here’
Re#enn-U-K—:shadew—heme—

secretary-ZaYusuf
Labour home secretary
Shabana Mahmood

‘Restore control
of our borders
after the

Tories’ failed
open borders
experiment’

Reform-Uk—spokespersen
Labour Party spokesperson

‘Those without a
right to be here
can be swiftly
returned’

Lib Dem spokesperson

‘Got a hell of

a question for
you all. What’s
everyone’s
thoughts that
King Charles
could have
converted to

Islam?’

Steve Egan, a Reform UK
candidate in Knowle ward in
Solihull in the West Midlands
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Don't let the fascists exploit
sexist assault in Surrey town

bz CAMILLAROYLE

FASCISTS HAVE seized
on a horrific sexual
assault of a woman in
a Surrey town to bring
violence to the streets.

Far right and racist
thugs invaded Epsom on
Wednesday of last week and
again on Monday.

Riot police were called
both times as dozens of
people blocked roads,
demanding information
about the perpetrators of the
attack. Some threw bottles
and plant pots.

The protesters have
targeted residential proper-
ties and local hotels that they
falsely claimed were housing
asylum seekers.

Danny Tommo, a Nazi
whose real name is Daniel
Thomas, is one of the ring-
leaders, alongside Billy
Cooper of the British
Patriots.

Ringleaders
Epsom resident Diana told
Socialist Worker, “We know
that the ringleaders have
been shipped in.

“They are not part of the
community. Some of the
people on that protest didn’t
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WOMEN AGAINST The Far Right :)n the London Together march

even know their way around
town.

“They were getting
violent—there was racist lan-
guage and drunken behaviour.
How is any of that going to
help that poor young woman?”
She added, “I feel ten times
more unsafe because of their
presence here. I feel my family
members and people I know
are a lot less safe.

“They can attack an
innocent person because of
the colour of their skin and
because they are angry and

looking for someone to blame.

“We have seen that in
other parts of the country.

“They keep mentioning
‘Epsom hotel’ but there is
no hotel for asylum seekers
here so they are peddling lies
essentially.”

Tommo accused cops of
covering up the identity of the
woman’s attackers.

Tommo is a violent thug
known as the right hand man
of Nazi Tommy Robinson.

He was convicted and
jailed in 2016 along with two
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accomplices for attempting to
kidnap someone at knifepoint.

After the Southport kill-
ings in the summer of 2024,
Tommo used social media to
stoke the wave of racist riots.

Riots

Details of the rape in Epsom
are not yet known. Police
stated, “The victim was sup-
ported by a specialist Sexual
Offences Liaison Officer”.

News reports said that
a woman in her 20s was
attacked by a group of men
in the early hours of Saturday
11 April close to Epsom
Methodist Church.

Police stated on Friday
that they “have not found
any evidence of the offence as
reported but the investigation
is ongoing”.

Assistant Chief Constable
for Local Policing Sarah
Grahame added there was “no
evidence that asylum seekers
or immigrants were involved”.

Samira Ali from Women
Against the Far Right told
Socialist Worker, “I was
horrified to hear about the rape
and sexual assault in Epsom.
We know that violence
against women and girls cuts
across all communities.

“It will not be solved by
racism and by scapegoating.”

Anti-racists outnumber fascist Britain First

b; PAT MEUSEL

ANTI-FASCISTS
outnumbered Britain
First by three to one
in Manchester last
Saturday.

The fascist group had
planned to march from
Piccadilly Station for a
rally in St Peter’s Square,
but met substantial
resistance throughout
the day.

At the start of the day
some 500 anti-fascists
assembled in Piccadilly
Gardens, ready to
confront Paul Golding’s
group as they arrived
from out of town.

The anti-fascists
attempted to march
towards Piccadilly
Station, but were met

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

On the streets of Manchester opposing the fascists

with heavy handed
policing.

Some 500 officers
were deployed on the day
from across the north of
England.

The cops pepper
sprayed several on the
anti-fascist side, with
reports of up to 14
people needing first aid

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
Twitter @socialistworker

treatment. But the cops
allowed Britain First, who
never numbered more
than 350, to march on to
St Peter’s Square.

The anti-fascists were
not to be deterred and
pushed around police
lines.

They marched through
the city centre, picking
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up hundreds more
supporters.

Women Against The
Far Right was prominent
at the head of a militant
and radical march.

In the end, more
than 1,000 anti-racists
were there to welcome
a demoralised rump of
fascists to St Peter’s
Square.

Golding tried to go
ahead with the rally
as planned, but was

drowned out by the
drums of Palestine
activists.

The few fascists that
were left struggled to
hear a small number of
speeches, silenced by
choruses of “Bella, ciao”
and “There are many,
many more of us than
you.”

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955

” London
E16 9EJ

Unity marches
in Aberdeen
and Glasgow

by REBECCA GIVAN and
EMMA EDWARDS in Scotland
N

RESIDENTS OF Glasgow’s
Southside returned to
Kenmure Street on Sunday,
as 2,000 people marched
to a place that has become
a symbol of resistance to
racism.

It was one of several
unity marches in Scotland
organised by Stand Up To
Racism (Scotland).

Mohammad Asif of the
Afghan Human Rights
Foundation was a key figure
in the Kenmure Street
protest. He told Socialist
Worker, “The fascism and
racism pushed by Nigel
Farage and Tommy Robinson
have no place here.

“The poison they spread
divides our communities.
That’s why we need to
remember Kenmure Street.”

Love Music Hate Racism
closed the march with a
stage of performers and
speakers. Returning to
Kenmure Street was a timely
reminder of what collective
action can achieve.

The day before, over
300 people marched in
Paisley, near Glasgow.

Ross from Paisley for All,
which organised the march
alongside Stand Up To
Racism, told Socialist Worker,
“Today has been fantastic.

“It was one of the biggest
anti-racism mobilisations that
Paisley has seen.”

Mobilisation

On the same day, over

300 people marched through
Aberdeen city centre.

For months now the fascist
group Unite the Clans—
formerly Aberdeen Against
Illegal Migration—has
harassed locals and refugees.

But the unity march
showed that the fascists
are in the minority. Iona
told Socialist Worker, “I'm
here with my child, to show
solidarity with migrants and
refugees.”

Trade Unionists saw the
links between anti-racism and
the fight for workers’ rights.

Aberdeen Trades Union
Council president Tommy
Campbell told Socialist
Worker that trade unionists
are “here to stand in
solidarity with everyone”.

The rally saw support
from local left wing political
parties, including the
Scottish Green Party.

Green MSP Maggie
Chapman told Socialist
Worker that she is an
anti-fascist “first and
foremost” and that standing
in solidarity is her job.
Longer version at
socialistworker.co.uk/scotland
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Together let’s stop Nazis
on Saturday 16 May

THE PALESTINE solidarity and
anti-fascist movements are
urging “everyone to London”
on Saturday 16 May.

They have called a
demonstration under the slogans,
“Nakba 78—justice for Palestine,”
and, “United against Tommy
Robinson and the far right.”

Nazi Tommy Robinson called
a mobilisation in central London
on the same day as the Nakba
Day march, which marks Israel’s
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians
since 1948.

The Metropolitan police—
which is spearheading the British
state’s repression of the Palestine
movement—wants to give the
fascists free rein in central
London.

The coalition that organises
the national demonstrations for
Palestine and Stand Up To Racism
(SUTR) have called the march.

Issued

The Palestine Solidarity
Campaign, Stop The War, Friends
of Al-Agsa, Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament, Palestinian Forum
in Britain, the Muslim Association
of Britain and SUTR have issued a
joint statement.

It says, “On Saturday 16 May
we will march in London for the
annual commemoration of the
Nakba.

“We will demand an end to
Britain’s complicity in Israel’s crimes
and reaffirm our commitment
to the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, including the
refugees’ right to return home.

“For 78 years, Palestinians have
been subjected to a racist system
of oppression, including ethnic
cleansing, settler-colonialism,
apartheid and genocide.

“This year, far right thug
Tommy Robinson has called on
his racist supporters to mobilise

LY

ON A Stand Up To Racism counter-demonstr.

on the same day. Robinson is a
fascist who founded the EDL, was
a member of the BNP and has a
history of whipping up violent
racism and Islamophobia. His far
right street movement is a threat
to us all.

“We need every anti-racist,
anti-fascist and all people of good
conscience to be with us in London
on the day.”

The march will be “against
racism, the far right and all forms

* Fight Farage *Resist Starmer
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of hatred, including Islamophobia
and antisemitism”, it says.

And it will “stand with the
Palestinian people whose demand
for justice is as important now as
ever before”.

The organisers add, “The far
right wants to divide us and drive
us off the streets.

“The government wants us to
give up on our solidarity with the
Palestinian people. On Saturday
16 May we will stand together in

T

ation in London last year
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London and show that unity and
solidarity will prevail. Join us.”

The 16 May is a major test for
the movement after the success
of the Together alliance’s march
against the far right in London on
28 March.

Half a million people took to the
streets on that day.

Let’s make 16 May another show
of unity. Stand with Palestine—
and declare, “Whose streets? Our
streets.”

DONATE TO THE
SOCIALIST WORKER
FUNDRAISER 2026

FARAGE’S
FRAUDS

No.l1
‘Britainis full’

IS THIS country now so packed
that there really isn’t any room for
new people?

That’s Nigel Farage’s claim—one
he uses mainly to target non-white
and non-Christian migrants.

In fact, most of Britain has too
few people and is far short of
the number of people of working
age needed to support an older
population.

That’s because, rather than
being a burden, people are what
allows our society to function—
and that includes those who have
arrived here only recently.

And Britain is far from
overpopulated.

Populated

There are some 734 people

per square mile in the United
Kingdom. In Wales and Scotland
that falls to 400 and 180 people,
respectively.

The Netherlands, for example,
is far more densely populated,
with some 1,350 people per square
mile.

Yet, instead of being poorer as
a result, average income is greater
than in Britain. It is one of the
richest countries in Europe.

While many of us here feel
cramped, even in the most heavily
populated areas of Britain—in the
south east of the country—not
everyone experiences it.

In leafy Surrey, more land is
devoted to golf courses than
housing, according to a study by
the London School of Economics.

Experienced

What is true is that most of us
have experienced overcrowded
housing, packed local transport
and overfull NHS services.

But these issues are not related
to how many people are in Britain,
but how the country allocates its
resources.

Britain spends far less on
healthcare than many European
countries—including Germany and
France. According to the Health
Foundation think tank, if spending
here matched those two countries,
our NHS would have received a
boost of up to 39 percent over a
decade.

And so many thousands of
doctors, nurses and other health
workers have come to Britain from
abroad that the NHS could not
survive without them.

The lie that “Britain is full” is
being spread by people who want
to cover up the real reasons why
life is getting worse for ordinary
people—austerity.
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Strait

Ceasefire in
Iran? Up the

without a

paddie

bz JUDE MCKECHNIE

DONALD TRUMP tried to deny
that he was “under pressure” to
make a deal with Iran on Tuesday
as the two-week ceasefire
neared an end.

He said that the ceasefire with
Iran would end on “Wednesday
evening”—and that he was “highly
unlikely” to extend it without a deal.

But there is no escaping the scale
of the crisis facing US imperialism.

Talks were set to resume in
Islamabad, Pakistan, after Socialist
Worker went to press on Tuesday
afternoon.

Trump painted an optimistic
picture, claiming, “I'm winning a
War, BY A LOT, things are going
very well.”

But Iran’s parliamentary speaker,
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, said
that the regime would “not accept
doing negotiations under the shadow
of threat”. He also condemned the
US president for “imposing a siege
and violating the ceasefire”.

This comes after the US navy
seized an Iranian cargo vessel on
Sunday as part of its blockade of
Iranian ports in the Strait of Hormuz.

Trump imposed the blockade
after the ceasefire began two weeks
ago, following Iran’s own blockade
of the waterway.

His aim was to put pressure on
Iran’s economy by restricting its oil
revenue, particularly from China.

China imports roughly five million
barrels of oil a day through the strait
and is Iran’s biggest trading partner.

Shockwaves
The effective closure of the strait,
through which a fifth of the world’s
oil shipments pass, has sent shock-
waves through the global economy.

With oil prices sky-rocketing,
Trump is becoming more and more
desperate to declare victory.

Meanwhile, he is also facing
swelling resistance on the home
front as the unpopularity of the war
escalates.

US veterans and their families
protested against the Iran war in
the Cannon House Office Building,

Starmer is up to his neck

in Washington DC, on Monday.

The Hill, a news outlet based in
the capital, reported that at least
62 people were arrested during the
demonstration.

Meanwhile, Keir Starmer is
among those desperate for peace
talks to bear fruit so that the flow of
global trade can return to business
as usual.

Defensive

He announced last week that
Britain and France would lead a
multinational mission to protect
shipping routes in the Strait of
Hormuz once fighting in the region
ends.

Speaking after a meeting of
51 countries, the prime minister
claimed that the work would be
“strictly peaceful and defensive”.

He said more details of the
mission would be announced this
week, following a military planning
conference in London.

But, while Starmer recycles the
line “This isn’t Britain’s war”, he is
up to his neck in it.

Stop The War and the Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament have called
a protest outside RAF Fairford, in
Gloucestershire, on Saturday.

There are coaches going from
London, Bristol and Birmingham.

Demand an end to Britain’s
complicity in Trump’s war.

Go to www.stopwar.org.uk for more
information.

TRUMP IS paying the price at home for his warmongering abroad

Israel’s war on Lebanon—"They are
deliberately trying to destroy us’

THERE WERE celebrations in
Lebanon last Thursday as a
10-day ceasefire with Israel came
into effect.

But Israeli prime minister
Binyamin Netanyahu wants
to subject Lebanon to the
same treatment meted out to
Palestinians in the West Bank.

He has pushed for a long-term
Israeli military force in a “buffer
zone” up to five miles inside the
border of Lebanon.

Israel is calling for “the
dismantling of Hezbollah’s
weapons”. And the Lebanese
government is colluding with
the terror state by disarming the
resistance group.

Israel’s offensive in Lebanon
since 2 March has killed at
least 2,000 people, over 165 of
them children. Some 1.2 million
people have been displaced.

Its forces have targeted and
murdered aid workers and health
workers.

Ghassan, a socialist based in
the capital, Beirut, told Socialist
Worker, “On Wednesday they
attacked an aid delivery.

“They have targeted civilian
markets that were crowded
during rush hour. Lots of people
have been killed.

“There is a deliberate attempt
by Israel to destroy agriculture.
It’s already a food insecurity
emergency. We are going to face
starvation.”

He explained that Hezbollah
has managed to block a full-scale
ground invasion.

Ghassan said the support for
displaced people in Lebanon has
been “overwhelming”.

“Everyone has started
organising to support the
displaced.”

But the attacks on aid workers
are making it more difficult.

Last Friday, the Lebanese
military said that Israel had
violated the ceasefire, “with
several Israeli attacks”.

The US brokered talks
between Israel and the Lebanese
state to take the initiative out of
the hands of Iran.

Pro-US Lebanese president
Joseph Aoun agreed to the
ceasefire after speaking with
Donald Trump.

Many Lebanese people are
furious with their government
for meeting with Israel. The
talks normalise a relationship
with a state responsible for
ethnic cleansing in Palestine,
as well as decades of attacks on
Lebanon.

Ghassan said, “In Beirut, there
were demonstrations against the
talks every day.

“People are against the
talks and in support of the
Palestinians.”

Hezbollah condemned the
talks and defended its right to
resist Israel militarily.

And, Ghassan said, there is
a danger that the state fosters
sectarianism as it attacks
Hezbollah. “The government is
trying to push its military to start
a civil war,” he explained.

But resistance to Israel’s
occupation and those at the top
of the Lebanese state can forge
unity across sectarian divides.
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People are fed up with
Labour’s cuts and racism’

b‘ CAMILLAROYLE

“NORTHUMBERLAND Park,
where | am standing, is the second
poorest ward in London. When
you walk through the area, you
really feel it", says Alison Davy.

She is one of those standing as
part of the Haringey Socialist Alliance
(HSA) in north London in the local
elections next month.

The group has been endorsed by
Your Party.

Alison told Socialist Worker,
“People are fed up with the Labour
Party and have been for a long time.
They know the local MP, David
Lammy, is a careerist—he hasn’t
supported local people.

“People are angry about the
genocide in Gaza and the racism of
the Labour Party blaming people in
small boats.

“The council has been Labour for
40 years. There is a definite anger.

“There is a big council estate and
the council had a vision of demolish-
ing it—the Haringey Development
Vehicle.

“We had a campaign and stopped
the demolition in 2018. But the
council has neglected it since. There
are always promises of renovation.

“But they haven’t done it. They
have made more and more cuts.

Support

Alison explained, “I started a
community support group. People
help each other with repairs, form
filling, getting immigration advice—
just simple things where the council
is not helping at all.

“It has meant that people asked me
to stand as a councillor.

“I always said no before. But with
Your Party there was some hope that
it would be a mass movement.

“That hasn’t happened but we still
need a socialist voice.”

HARINGEY SOCIALIST Alliance candidates and supporters

Another HSA candidate, hous-
ing campaigner Paul Burnham,
told Socialist Worker, “Central
government is the problem. They
control what councils can and can’t
do.

“But we have to have councillors
who are prepared to bang on the
table and tell them what is needed.”

John Sinha, another candidate,
said, “We will not vote for cuts under
any conditions. That’s a commitment.

“We are the only people in this
election in Haringey saying that.

“We have had enough. We are not
accepting austerity any more.

“The Greens are going to do well
but they will face tough choices if
they get in.”

He added, “There are three
candidates in the ward I am standing
in so you can vote for us and the
Greens. We are not in competition.”

Gary McFarlane, who is also

standing in the Northumberland Park
ward, told Socialist Worker, “When
we put in our first leaflet we also
leafletted for the Together alliance
march against the far right on
28 March.

“And Stand Up To Racism is likely
to campaign against Reform UK in the
next door ward of White Hart Lane.

Alison added, “When Tommy
Robinson marched last year, people
were frightened.

“But we put loads of posters up
for the Together march. And people
watched it and felt a bit more
hopeful.”

“I thought people would say there
is no point in voting. But there is
more optimism than I expected.

“I'm really pleased with what we
are doing.

“People love it when you stand up
and amplify their voice.”

Go to haringeysocialistalliance.org.uk

Activists arrested as state clamps down

COPS TARGETED campaign group
Take Back Power, who call for a tax
on extreme wealth, with a series of
arrests over the weekend.

In London, police arrived at a
community centre last Saturday
in three vans. They arrested six
people as they were taking part in
a non-violence training event.

They also shut down an event
in Falmouth in Cornwall and
raided the home of a supporter
of the group at 2am last Sunday
morning.

Cops again raided a training
event in Salford, Greater
Manchester, arresting seven
people last Sunday. They were still
in custody the following day.

The chilling raids came after
MPs voted last week for another
assault on our freedom to protest.

The Crime and Policing Bill is
going through the final stages
of debate in parliament. It gives

Defend our civil liberties protest

police the power to ban protests if
they cause repeated disruption.
Left wing MP Zarah Sultana
told parliament, “Every advance
in our history, from votes for
women, to workers’ rights, to
LGBT+ rights and racial justice,
were won through sustained,
repeated protests. This bill is a

draconian assault on democratic
freedom. This Labour government
is attacking trial by jury and the
right to protest, and proscribing a
peaceful organisation.”

Sultana pointed out that the
bill doesn’t define “an area” in
relation to police bans. “The ban
can apply to a street or the whole
of central London,” she said.

The Labour government refused
to allow MPs a separate vote
on banning repeated protests,
lumping all the amendments
together. Only 21 MPs voted
against the package.

The bill is aimed at the
Palestine movement, but it
would give the state a free hand
to attack sustained picketing by
strikers.

While the Labour government
is complicit in the genocide in
Gaza it is arresting people for
even learning about non-violence.

WHAT WE THINK

FROM “NO IDEOLOGY”
TO NO ANSWERS

>>continued from front
process. Keir Starmer made senior civil servant Olly Robbins a
scapegoat and sacked him last week. Starmer claimed that Peter
Mandelson was cleared for the role by a vetting process and that
all due process was followed.
By Monday, he accused Foreign Office officials of deliberately
withholding the fact that Mandelson initially failed security vetting.
Yet seven months ago, The Independent newspaper ran a front
page story about Mandelson failing the vetting.

The spooks were worried about “his business links to China” and
that his friendship with Jeffrey Epstein “would compromise him”.

The Foreign Office, headed up by then foreign secretary David
Lammy, overruled the decision to clear him.

The whole thing is a farce. But the tragedy is that Starmer’s sleaze
has left the door to Downing Street wide open to the far right.

Labour already laid out the red carpet for Nigel Farage by
betraying what little it promised working class people and aping its
racist scapegoating.

Labourism

Starmer is a grey and grotesque representative of the “Labourite”
tradition. Labour fails working class people because of
“Labourism’”—the idea that parliament is more important than
workers’ struggles to winning social change.

The party has articulated working class hopes of a better world,
but aims to take the reins of the British state and rule in the
“national interest”.

The trouble is that there is no such thing as a national interest
between bankers, bosses, landlords and working class people.

Any attempt to rule in a “national interest” means working within
the parameters of what the ruling class will allow.

That means subservience to US imperialism, backing Israel’s
genocide and allowing corporations to fleece us.

But why did Starmer fail so spectacularly even on his own terms?

Today, a cycle of crises is feeding through the political system.
Since 2007, the British state has been hit by the global financial crisis,
Brexit, Covid-19 and the loss of legitimacy over its support for Israel.

We have lived through a decade of six prime ministers. There
were only three in the 30 years before the financial crisis of 2007.

The turmoil has deep roots in the crisis of the 1970s. A crisis of
profitability returned just as the British state was reeling from its
decline as a global power.

The response from the British ruling class was neoliberalism.

There was a narrowing of space between the Tories and Labour
and a growing gulf between voters and parties.

It reinforced the sense that people cannot have any say over
political and economic decisions, however limited they were before.

Crisis
When the global financial crisis hit, ruling classes turned to
austerity and ramped up scapegoating of migrants.

They legitimised the far right’s racism and allowed them to pose as
an “anti-establishment” force taking on the elites.

But neoliberal orthodoxy, too, has not survived. Ve are now
seeing a shift to new ways of managing and organising the global
capitalist system that relies much more on state intervention.

This is intertwined with the breakdown of the liberal capitalist
order that has dominated the West since 1945.

So, Starmer and chancellor Rachel Reeves talked about wanting
to copy “Bidenomics”. This saw the previous US administration
under Joe Biden use state intervention in the economy to make US
capitalism more competitive against China.

Economic growth has been sluggish for the past decade in Britain.
And, if the Labour government wanted to boost growth, it would
have to increase investment through boosting taxes or borrowing.

But it didn’t want to do that for fear of upsetting the rich and the
financial markets—and instead pushed austerity mark 2.

Relaunch after relaunch, lurch rightwards after lurch rightwards
followed.

As he flailed around, Starmer blamed Whitehall officials for being
too “comfortable in the tepid bath of managed decline”.

In truth, Starmer’s politics ensured that he would drown in it.

The crises we face are systemic—and the centre has no solutions.

So we have to fight against the far right—and against the
mainstream politics that drives its rise.

22 April 2026
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ANALYSIS
IROB HOVEMAN

Will Iran war finally
prick the Al bubble?

THERE IS a question that mainstream economic
commentators have been struggling to answer since
the beginning of the Iran war.

On the one hand, the war has squeezed supplies of oil, gas
and fertiliser. These have produced a surge in the price of
energy and threaten acute food shortages.

Already, countries that depend on energy imports are
imposing rationing and are seeing economic slowdown and
even recession.

On the other hand, the major stock markets have thrown
off their early blues. In the US, one of the major stock market
indices, the S&P 500, has reached record highs.

How can financial markets be so rosy when commodity
markets are seemingly suffering?

One answer is that the markets are still buoyed by
optimism about the miracle properties of Artificial
Intelligence (AI). Vast sums of money are being poured
into both production and purchasing and speculation in
shares.

Boom

Just about everyone recognises that the Al boom is a
financial bubble that will burst sooner or later. But no one
knows when.

Thus far the disturbances to the stability of the world
economy don’t seem to have pricked that bubble.

But there are warning signs that the economic distress
caused by the assault on Iran may be spilling over into Al and
will soon begin to cause difficulties.

The huge data centres that Al requires are, after all,
enormous consumers of energy.

In the US, it’s estimated that Al data centre electricity
consumption will rise from 4.4 percent in 2023 to 12 percent
by 2030.

The effect of these new data centres on electricity
consumption and their detrimental effects on the
environment have all begun to produce political resistance
in the US. Last week, Maine became the first state to put
serious restrictions on their development.

But if the effect of the Iran war is to elevate energy prices
more generally, data centres are going to cost even more to
run.

Add to that the shortages of helium that used to come
through the Strait of Hormuz and the consequent rise in its
price. This is going to impact the cost of the semiconductors
essential for AL

Pressure

The higher the costs become, the more difficult it will be
to make the profits necessary to pay back the loans that
increasingly finance Al investment.

The Iran war is also undoubtedly going to slow economic
growth worldwide and raise inflation. This will in turn put
upward pressure on interest rates.

The cost of Al investment is therefore going to rise and the
end product will face a world economy stagnating, or worse.

Investors are already increasingly worried that Al is
going to replace many software companies and make them
worthless. That has rebounded on those who have invested
heavily in riskier start-up firms.

There has been, in effect, a bank run on a number of big
private credit companies such as Blackstone, Ares, Blue Owl,
with lenders demanding repayment of their loans.

This could have caused the collapse of these companies
if it weren’t for the fact they have the legal right to restrict
repayments.

Now, let’s return to the question of why the S&P 500 index
continues to reach new highs despite all the warning signs
flashing orange, if not red.

Financial boom and bubble cycles have tended to follow
a 17 to 20-year upswing before bursting. We are now in the
17th year of this upswing.

Mainstream commentators explain this by referring to
complacency developing among those speculating vast sums.
So they take greater and greater financial risks which may
now be starting to catch up with them.

But they ignore the other fundamental factor, the
tendency of the rate of profit to fall that Karl Marx
recognised. That, in the end, is likely to be the underlying
factor that bursts the bubble.
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Demand end to shocking
council housing debt

COUNCIL HOUSING has
been starved of adequate
funding for generations.

There are too few new
homes being built, too
many sell-offs, and poor
building safety,
maintenance and
customer service
standards. Rents and
service charges are too
high.

But we have the power
to defend what we do
have and to demand
more.

Council housing
finance has been
manipulated for decades
against the interests of

Stop Reform
on campus

LAST Wednesday,

St Andrews University saw
over 100 people stand
together at our unity
demonstration to oppose
the Reform Society.

Women Against The
Far Right (WAFR) staged
this demonstration when
prospective societies
were to sign affiliation
agreements, backed by
22 groups.

WAFR disrupted the
Reform Society’s inaugural
event, making them feel
unable to hold public
events locally.

We gathered a thousand
signatures against Reform’s
affiliation and submitted
a report to the Students’
Union detailing violations
of student conduct within
the society.

This involved quotes
from the society
president—who has since
stepped down—full of
scientific racism.

We found out during
the unity demonstration
that the Reform Society’s
application was rejected,
prompting cheers from the
crowd. An investigation
has been launched into the
president and society, all
down to the tireless efforts
of WAFR over recent
months. St Andrews, a
place with a reputation of
being right wing, has made
it clear: Reform UK aren’t
welcome here.

Sage Wilson
St Andrews

tenants and
homeseekers.

For decades, council
tenants’ rents were
robbed by governments
who used their rents to
subsidise other activities.

This was followed by
years of underfunding.

Now the housing
charity Shelter is calling
for a council house
building bill as part of
the King’s Speech on
13 May. Shelter’s central
demand is the removal of
£29 billion of historic
housing debt from
council books.

Council tenants, some
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of the poorest in the
country, are the ones
paying for this debt.

Standards
Dropping the debt would

allow more new council
homes to be built.

It would also allow
better maintenance
standards in the existing
stock.

And councils should be
told to buy homes for use
as council housing, as
well as building them—
saving the environment.

This is a great
campaign from Shelter
and everybody should

sign the petition.

We should ask all
council leaders and MPs
to support it. All
candidates standing in
the 7 May local elections
should be asked to do the
same. Tenants should
organise on their estates
to defend their homes.

And they should join
with councils to fight
together to get the debt
dropped.

Paul Burnham

Haringey Socialist Alliance
candidate for Bruce Castle Ward
Sign the petition
campaigns.shelter.org.uk/
foundation-to-thrive-petition
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Fight intimidation by
anti-abhortion lobby

PRO-CHOICE activists
were called to Glasgow’s
Queen Elizabeth
University Hospital on
29 March.

The counter protest was
called by Abortion Rights
Scotland in response to
anti-abortion group
40 Days For Life. They
were gathered outside to
intimidate people for
accessing healthcare.

40 Days for Life wants
to end abortion through a
well-funded campaign
that attacks reproductive
rights.

They hold self-described
vigils, designed to shame
and intimidate people.

Pro-choice activists

easily outnumbered the
three pro-life protesters
and were met with an
outpouring of support.

Passers-by stopped to
chant “Not church, not
state, women will decide
their fate.”

Counter demonstrators
moved and blocked
40 Days for Life.

They completely
blocked out the protesters’
intimidating signs with
messages of love and
support.

It is important that we
counter their message

everywhere they try to
organise.
Audrey Martin
Glasgow
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Profound
Gulf collapse

SCIENTISTS are predicting
that the Guif Stream

could stop functioning as
normal.

The Gulf is a supply of
warm air and sea current to
Europe. The Gulf Stream,
also known as the Atlantic
Meridional Overturning
Circulation (Amoc), is at its
weakest in 1,600 years.

This system is modelled
by climate scientists with
some models predicting
65 percent deceleration of
Amoc.

This would have a
profound impact on global
weather. This prospect is as
scary as it is plausible.

Alan Burgess
Portsmouth

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS
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Mass anger
grows over
Britain’s
housing crisis

‘Everything’s geared towards private
development and profit,” activists on
housing demo told Pat Meusel

THE GROWING anger at
Britain’s spiralling housing
crisis flooded onto the streets
of London last Saturday.

Thousands of people marched
through central London for the
national housing demonstration.

The protest was called by
Homes4All and the London Renters
Union, among others, and backed
by over 50 other tenants’ unions,
trade unions and grassroots
campaigns. Activists travelled from
as far as Newcastle and Portsmouth
to join.

Their demands included a call for
rent controls and the construction
of council housing.

Emily and Paul are architects
working in London. They told
Socialist Worker, “We left Dublin
because of a housing crisis, now
we're faced with rising rents here.

“We’d love nothing more than to
be working on council housing. But
everything’s geared towards private
development and profit.”

Molly is an activist and council
housing tenant in north London.
She told Socialist Worker, “I'm
here today because as a mother,
grandmother and working class
person I have been fortunate enough
to benefit from council housing.
I fear there won’t be affordable
housing for future generations.”

Militant

The mood on the demo was
militant.

Left wing MP Zarah Sultana told
the rally, “Priorities are a political
choice. So we have to ask, why
is there always money to destroy
homes abroad while we fail to build
them here?”

Becca from Trans Action for
Housing Justice, said, “Yes, we
need rent controls, we need council
housing. But that is a fraction of
what we deserve. These are the
first demands in a fight for our
freedom.”

And Adam, a disability activist
from Inclusion London, said, “We
are not asking for sympathy, we are
demanding justice.”

Tanya, an activist with
Homes4All and Southwark Housing
and Planning Emergency, called for
unity against racism. She said, “The

‘Refugees did not cause the crisis’

most important thing I have to say
today, is that refugees did not cause
the housing crisis.

“The billionaires who make the
rules want us to blame each other.
But we need to say loud and clear,
no to fascists like Tommy Robinson,
no to racists like Reform UK.

“And no to those like Keir
Starmer who have acted as Nigel
Farage’s best recruiting agents. We
must not let racism divide us.”

The march set off with chants of,
“Here to stay, here to fight, housing
is a human right,” “When I say
rents up, you say fight back,” and,
“Starmer in your ivory tower, this is
called people power.”

There were banners on the
march from a big and broad
number of organisations, including
Justice for Grenfell, renters’ unions
from Bristol, Greater Manchester,
Liverpool, Oxford and Sheffield.

Local branches of the NEU,
Unison and Unite unions, the
London Green Party, Your Party
branches from Lewisham and
Walthamstow, and Stand Up To
Racism were also present.

Molly called for more action over
housing. She said, “It’s great that so
many people have come together
here today, but this needs to be the
start of something bigger.”

The Labour leadership promised
to build 1.5 million new homes. But
there are 1.3 million households
trapped on waiting lists.

Campaigners should continue to
fight landlords greed and Labour’s
betrayal of renters and tenants.

U

THOUSAN DS OF marchers took to the streets in central London
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Stop fracking fragile British coasts

bz CAMILLA ROYLE

THE VILLAGE of Burniston on
the north Yorkshire coast is
being treated as a test case for
proposals to allow dangerous
and unpopular fracking for gas.

Fracking involves extracting
gas from underground rocks by
pumping in a liquid mixture at
high pressure. In 2019, the Tory
government was forced to ban
it after years of campaigning
by environmental groups and
affected residents.

That year, an earthquake was
recorded close to Cuadrilla’s
fracking site at Preston New
Road, in Lancashire.

But multinational fossil fuel
companies are looking for a way
around the ban. Chris Garforth of
Frack Free Coastal Communities
explained that the ban only
applies to fracking using very
high volumes of liquid.

Chris told Socialist Worker,
“Locally we are fighting to get the
fracking proposal overturned”.

He explained that the
earthquake in Lancashire was
caused by lower volumes of
fracking fluid than what is now
being proposed in Yorkshire.

Chris said, “The earthquake
risk is a very real concern.

“The second reason we are so
against it is because we are in an
escalating climate crisis. The last
thing anyone wants is more fossil

Locals are campaigning to overturn dangerous fracking proposals

fuel reserves to be discovered and
exploited.”

“The third is the local
environmental impact—noise
pollution, light pollution, air
pollution. And the risk to the
aquifer that Scarborough relies
on for its water supplies—the risk
that fracking fluids can leach into
the water supplies.”

Squeeze

As Donald Trump’s war in
Iran squeezes the supplies of
oil, the Labour government is
under pressure from the fossil
fuel bosses to let them exploit
Britain’s oil and gas.

Chris said, “It’s hard to find any
voices locally who support the
fracking plans. Local people are
taking on all the risk. The only

beneficiaries are the shareholders
and directors of the company.”

The proposal has already
faced objections from over 1,600
people.

Last year 250 people marched
to the proposed site. Now
campaigners are planning to
lobby North Yorkshire Council’s
planning committee meeting next
week when the proposal is heard.

Chris added, “We hope people
turn up and make it quite clear
that local people don’t want this.

“If this gets approved then
other companies are queuing up
with their own proposals. We very
much feel like a test case.”

Join the lobby, 12 noon, Friday 24
April, outside Scarborough Town

Hall, St Nicholas St, YO11 2HG,
frackfreecoastalcommunities.co.uk
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SPEAKINGOUT AFTER BBC ATTACKS
LGBT+REFUGEES AS ‘FAKE’

‘THERE IS

A HISTORY
OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST
OUEER PEOPLE’

Lawyers and campaigners for LGBT+ asylum seekers from
Britain and Kenya talked to Socialist Worker about the huge
obstacles facing people fleeing from persecution

HE BBC could have
decided to expose the
real scandal of how
asylum seekers are
disbelieved, criminalised
and mistreated.

Instead, the corporation chose to
investigate claims that advisers and
lawyers are coaching asylum seekers to
falsely claim to be gay to improve their
chances of gaining asylum in Britain.

Undercover reporters alleged that
asylum seekers were encouraged
to attend Pride events, fabricate
relationships and rehearse testimony—
while being charged thousands of
pounds for the service.

The BBC’s focus on a tiny numbers
of cases diverts attention from the
reality—an underfunded, hostile asylum
system in which profiteers can exploit
desperation.

Hussein is a solicitor at Asylum Justice
and a trustee for Rainbow Migration,
a charity that supports LGBT+ people
navigating the asylum and immigration
system.

He told Socialist Worker that narratives
like the BBC's risk being used to justify
even harsher immigration controls.

“The BBC report is a malicious and
dishonest attack. It paints a picture that
refugees and asylum seekers are bogus
and deceptive.

“The wider context is that actually
people misunderstand the asylum system.
There’s this perception that people arrive
here and that they get a PlayStation and
get put up in 5 star hotels.

“The reality is that they are given

Data shows that only
2 percent of claims
included sexual
orientationasa

reason for protection
|

The far right vilifies migrants—now the BBC has joined in the hate-fest

pennies, less than £5 a day, and are
made to stay in accommodation which
if it were any one of us, we’'d say was a
human rights violation.

“They are fleeing desperate situations,
and this government is making their life
a misery, so it becomes intolerable for
them to remain here.”

The British government’s most recent
data release shows that only around 2
percent of all asylum claims included
sexual orientation as a reason for need-
ing protection. LGBT+ people have to
prove they have a well-founded fear
of persecution to qualify for refugee

Marching together at Pride.

Defending migrants has long been
part of the tradition LGBT+ liberation
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Hussein, a solicitor
who helps LGBT+
migrants (above).
Shabana Mahmood is
a Home Secretary that
hinders them (below)

protection in Britain.

Hussein told Socialist Worker that
claiming asylum on grounds that you
are LGBT+ is actually one of the hardest
and most difficult routes, with standards
of proof being unrealistic and decisions
inconsistent.

“The idea that you pass a card that
says I am gay and you get a visa just
couldn’t be further from the truth.

“There’s a huge culture of disbelief
in the Home Office. Even those whose
cases are approved need to reapply
every two and a half years.

Existence

“This government demands those
seeking sanctuary continue to prove and
justify their existence in this country.”

Britain’s asylum system already forces
people to prove deeply personal aspects
of their identity, often under humiliating
conditions. LGBT+ applicants are rou-
tinely asked intrusive questions about
their relationships and experiences.

“LGBT+ people are told, despite how
demeaning and humiliating it is, that
they have to prove their gender iden-
tity or sexuality. There is such a high
evidential standard,” said Hussein.

“I've had clients who are lesbians
using pictures of themselves holding
hands with their partners as evidence
and being told ‘how do we know that’s
not just you and a friend?’

“During interviews people have to
speak in the most romantic, almost
Shakespearean language, about their
partners. And still they can be told that
their statements are lacking in detail

or too vague. They are made to go
into detail about their private, intimate
sexual experiences.

“People should not have to justify or
prove that their identity is real. And the
insinuation that your gender identity or
relationships can be faked, and that they
need to be proved, is very offensive to
every LGBT+ person living in Britain.”

Hussein highlighted that LGBT+
asylum seekers experience dual oppres-
sion that means they are even more stig-
matised and susceptible to scapegoating
and prejudice.

“Almost 70 countries persecute
LGBT+ people, some with the death
penalty. Of those countries, 36 have at
one time been under British rule.

Fox Odoi-Oywelowo,
one of two MPs in
Uganda who voted
against the 2023
Anti-Homosexuality
Act (top) Kenyan
Queer rights activist
Njeri Gateru (above)

“Many of the homophobic and
anti-trans laws in these countries come
from the colonial laws put in place by
the British.

“Britain’s hands are not clean.
People who are fleeing to Britain are
those who are suffering today from the
generations of harm caused by British
colonialism.”

There might be a small number of
asylum seekers who are so desperate to
be safe that they pretend to be LGBT +,
or Christian, or victims of domestic
violence.

They are vulnerable to exploitation, as
Hussein acknowledges. The government
could go after those who are exploiting
desperate people, he says.

“The ecosystem that exists in the
British asylum system is one of scarcity
of legal representation, slashing of aid
and an insistence on criminalisation of
asylum seekers.

“The emergence of cowboy firms that
exploit people who fall into their trap
is because the government has slashed
legal aid, meaning that there are much
fewer of us who do this kind of work.”

“There is also the demonisation of
lawyers who support asylum seekers
as akin to criminals themselves. The
BBC has purposefully found advisers
who are misusing the asylum system to
generalise.

“The BBC is complicit in one big ruse,
but the ruse is the article itself, which is
not genuine at all.”

Kenya The fight against bad laws

NJERI GATERU, from the National
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights
Commission in Kenya, spoke to
Socialist Worker

“‘No one leaves home unless home
is the mouth of a shark,” wrote the
poet Warsan Shire.

“I don’t think that anyone who’s
never had to leave home can truly
comprehend what it is to have to
make a decision to leave relative
safety to go into uncharted ground
and then to be rejected there.

“We have criminalisation. We have
pervasive homophobia. We have
institutional homophobia.”

Since the organisation was
founded in 2014, it has dealt with
over 1,500 cases. She added “This
is only our organisation. So, I can’t
imagine an annual compilation of all
of the cases across the country.

“We have a history of violence
against queer people from different
institutions and different people and,
unfortunately, we have a history of
those issues being ignored.

“We have cases that the police
don’t follow up and, even worse,
situations where people who
are survivors of violations are
themselves victimised.

“In 2018 my organisation won a
court of appeal ban on anal testing.

“We were able to campaign and
successfully get it banned from the
courts, but it’s still used as a threat
to this day.

“We are currently litigating
to repeal the sections of the law

that criminalise homosexuality,
but as it stands, homosexuality is
still punishable by up to 14 years
imprisonment.

“You can imagine the situation
that just having that in the law
books creates. Think of the kind
of justifications that it gives for
all manner of violations and
discrimination against people
assumed to be queer.

“Even the smallest things like, you
need a haircut at a barbershop, you
get told, ‘we don’t accept your kind
here, you guys are criminals’.

Disinherited

“We see cases of ‘corrective rape’—I
hate to use the term.

“We see cases of sexual violence
and physical violence, people being
disinherited by their families, being
terminated from their jobs, being
unlawfully evicted from housing.

“My life’s work is to end these bad
laws that shouldn’t have been here
anyway.

“It’s not just the opposition
we have in court and from the
government which wants to retain
the discriminatory laws.

“The next institution we’re
fighting is the Anglican Church.

“When we look at our learning
from pre-colonisation, we realise
that queer people have always
existed, queer narratives always
existed in our traditional societies.

“What happens is that they
became erased.”

Ever tighter immigration controls

BRITAIN HAS seen years of tightening
immigration controls alongside rising
backlogs and worsening conditions for
asylum seekers.

A volunteer with refugee charity
Care for Calais, who supports hundreds
of refugees and asylum seekers in
Britain navigating the asylum system,
spoke to Socialist Worker.

He explained that advisers con many
asylum seekers because routes are
limited or inaccessible.

“The asylum process is incredibly
long and there is very limited access
to legal advice. It’s incredibly stressful
and difficult for people.

“There is next to no pro-bono help
given without a fee. They have to go
through the process on their own.

“People think that when people
arrive in this country, they immediately
get a lawyer and their claim gets
looked at—complete rubbish. People
wait for months and months.

“When they do get an interview,
they don’t know what to expect.
Sometimes these can stretch days and
sometimes they’re over in 20 minutes.

“Even if the country that you have
come from is terrible, the system
basically says ‘tough shit, the whole
world’s terrible’, that’s not enough to
allow you to claim asylum.

“You have to be able to show that
you are personally at risk.

“I think people don’t realise the kind
of criteria that is involved in being
granted asylum.

“The whole process is isolating
and demoralising for people who are
already traumatised.

“The idea that people sit there and
invent these stories is just bollocks.

“There are people out there that

advertise as lawyers and they are
complete charlatans. They swindle
people out of any money they might
have had.

“But what I find so infuriating about
this BBC report is that no one’s going
after the profiteers, they’re going after
asylum seekers who are the ones that
are the victims of exploitation and
state racism.”

Livesindanger

RAINBOW MIGRATION, a charity
which offers support to LGBT+ people
claiming asylum, told Socialist Worker
about the reality of the process.

“Every day we work with LGBT+
people who have fled life-threatening
situations and are hoping to rebuild
their lives in safety here. For many,
claiming asylum can be their only way
to escape persecution.

“A gay man from Pakistan who
came here as a student told us how
his family and community sent
threatening messages after they found
out he was gay. He was warned not to
return home.

“Another person from Pakistan was
abused, harassed and beaten many
times. To leave your country, your
family, your childhood, and to come
here, is not easy for anyone. But when
your life is in danger, you have to make
a decision.

“And if you come with a student visa,
you are dependent on your family, we
don’t have any job, any money.

“My whole life I've been scared. |
was depressed, running away alone
was not easy.

“It's very dangerous.”
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h e n
Victoria
was 18,
she was
on the
mini-
mum wage at McDonald’s,
supporting her father
and about to be made
homeless. That was when
she turned to sex work.

“I just started escorting,
advertising online for cli-
ents. It helped me put food
on the table,” she said.

According to the English
Collective of Prostitutes
(ECP), stories like Victoria’s
are becoming more common
as the current cost of living
crisis bites.

Economic compulsion
drives women into the sex
industry. It is “about wom-
en’s poverty and lack of
choices, lack of economic
choices, lack of other ways of
earning money”, explains one
ECP spokesperson.

But sex work is an issue
that divides those who want
to fight against women’s
oppression.

Some feminists want to
abolish sex work, seeing it as
dangerous and degrading for
all women.

Others argue that sex work
is work just like any other job.
They say recognising this is vital
to supporting the sex workers
when they try to organise.

And some activists go
further, arguing sex work can
empower women and erode
sexism and racism.

What approach should
Marxists take?

We should support
decriminalisation and sex
workers’ organising for their
rights. One Scottish MSP
recently attempted to introduce
the “Nordic model” to Scotland,
which criminalises the men who
buy sex rather than the women
who sell it.

This might appear to
be a positive move, but
evidence shows that this
approach makes women less
safe because it drives sex work
underground.

As author Sophie Day argues,
“Laws intended to protect sex
workers from financial and
other exploitation are used in
practice to prevent women
working collectively.”

Other campaigns, such as
Scotland for Decrim and Decrim
Now, are fighting for the full
decriminalisation of sex work.

Decriminalisation means
sex workers suffer less police
harassment, less violence
and less sexually transmitted
diseases.

HE SEXindustryis

different to other

industries. This is

not a question of

morality. In the

1840s, Karl Marx

wrote, “Prostitution is a par-

ticular version expression of

the universal prostitution of
the worker”.

Capitalism commodifies all

our bodies, our minds, our

DEBATES ABOUT sex work have a long history—one riddled with hypocri

sy and persecution

CAN IT BE
LIBERATING?

Socialists support decriminalisation of sex work—and fight
for a society where women aren’t treated as objects and human
relationships are free from the market, writes Judy Cox

A sex worker in the
Victorian period

creativity and our emotions.
The revolutionary socialist
Alexandra Kollontai railed
against the “hypocritical
morality of bourgeois society”
and the way sex workers are
stigmatised.

She said bourgeois soci-
ety “encourages prostitution
through the structure of its
exploitative economy while
at the same mercilessly
covering with contempt any girl
or women who is forced to take
this path.”

Nor is sex work different
because sex is a private or
intimate activity.

Within capitalism, women’s
bodies are used to sell all manner
of commodities and to facili-
tate business relationships. And

The sex industry

both reflects
women’s
oppression and

reinforces it
|

the state tries to regulate and
criminalise our sexual
identities. The sex industry is
different because it both reflects
women’s oppression and rein-
forces it. It embodies the idea
that sexual pleasure can be
bought—or demanded by
men—and that women should
be ready to please men.

Women’s oppression is
essential to and is deeply
entrenched in the system.

Sexist ideas are rooted in the
institution of the family and the
unique role it plays in capitalist
and class societies. Its role isn’t
just economic—saving trillions
through domestic labour—but
also ideological.

The institution of the family
shapes our understanding

of gender roles and what it
means to be a woman. We are
expected to fulfil the ideal as
desirable sexual partners, or as
nurturing, caring mothers. This
affects all women regardless of
their personal family situation.

Sex work has always
included a huge range of
activities—from street walking,
to high-end brothels, from post-
cards and photographs, to strip-
tease shows, film, phone lines
and video cameras.

HE political
economy of sex
work is chang-
ing, however,
and it appears to
be offering sex
workers more control.

Subscription sites such as
OnlyFans and Fansly allow sex
workers to create their own
content. OnlyFans hosts 4.6

million creators, has 380 million
users and a turnover of over six
billion pounds a year.

A few women become very
rich as content providers—and
are held up as success stories
for the system.

But it is the big corporations
behind these sites that are
making the really huge profits

from the objectification of
women’s bodies.

OnlyFans, for instance, takes
a 20 percent cut from every
purchase. It posted revenues of
over $1.4 billion in 2024 and
profits of $684 million. Most
creators earn on average $131
to $180 per month.

What content gets the most
clicks, gets promoted on the
site, and is most profitable, is
shaped by sexist ideas about
women and their bodies.

Many content creators,
pitted in competition with one
another, are pushed to produce
what they think users will pay
most for.

This is a far cry from a
socialist vision of sexual libera-
tion where everyone would be
free to explore their desires.

ODAY'’S debates
about sex work
have a long
history—one
riddled with
hypocrisy and
persecution.

From the 12th century
onwards, successive Bishops
of Windsor preached morality
from the pulpit while raking
in profits from the brothels of
Southwark that they owned.

Historically, sex workers
operated where men were iso-
lated—in armies, navies or mon-
asteries. They were often subject
to state control and forced to
live in designated areas.

In the Victorian era, rapid
urbanisation and destitution
led to a proliferation of sex
work in Britain’s towns and
cities. It became known as the
“great evil”.

Some politicians were happy
to let the free market in wom-
en’s bodies flourish. And sex
workers protected “respectable”
middle class wives from their
husbands’ onerous sexual
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demands. Others saw sex
workers as a threat to social
stability and demanded action.
In the 1860s, the Contagious
Diseases Acts were introduced
to protect Britain’s imperialist
armies from venereal diseases.

It stipulated that any woman
living in designated towns could
be forcibly examined and locked
up. Thousands of working class
women were subjected to this
state violence.

Sex workers were
increasingly condemned as
immoral and degenerate, or pat-
ronised as helpless victims wait-
ing for a middle class saviour.
British prime minister William
Gladstone wandered round
London at night, looking for
“fallen women” to “rescue”.

There were salacious
newspaper stories about child
sex workers, such as WT Stead’s,
The Maiden Tribute of Modern
Babylon. But historian Judith
Walkowitz observes that very
few Victorian sex workers were
under 16.

Victorian culture depicted
sex workers as “fallen women”,
outcast and reviled. But most
were active in their communi-
ties, served men of their own
class, and often went on to get
married.

In the 1880s, a new moral
panic over “white slavery” mobi-
lised concern for women’s safety
to drive racism against migrants.

HE question of sex
work reemerged
as a political
issue during
the Women’s
Liberation
Movement of the early 1970s.

The term “sex work” was
coined by Carol Leigh, a sex
work activist from Call Off Your
0Old Tired Ethics (Coyote). She
demanded that women in the sex
work industry should be treated
like any other women workers.

Many sex workers also
aligned with those fighting for
LGBT+ rights and for political
and sexual liberation.

From 1975 to 1980, “Yorkshire
Ripper” Peter Sutcliffe murdered
13 women. The police investi-
gation was flawed by horrific
misogyny towards sex workers.

Detective Jim Hobson told a
press conference, “The killer has
made it clear that he hates pros-
titutes. Many people do. We, as
a police force, will continue to
arrest prostitutes. But the Ripper
is now killing innocent girls.”

Revulsion against these
attitudes fuelled solidarity
with sex workers and calls for
decriminalisation. The First
World Whore’s Congress in

A protest outside 1985 demanded full legalisa-

the Scottish tion as a step towards granting
parliament sex workers full legal rights and
opposing protections. The feminists who

were hostile to all sex work and
pornography, including arch-
transphobe Janice Raymond,
pivoted to demanding
anti-trafficking laws.

Evangelical Christian
organisations were eager to join
this anti-trafficking movement.
They wrapped up hostility to pre-
marital sex, abortion and LGBT +
freedoms in the language of
social justice and women'’s rights.

This coalition was responsible
for new legislation, including
Donald Trump’s Stop Enabling
Sex Traffickers Act 2018 and the
Trafficking Victims Protection
Act 2000.

Far from stopping women
being trafficked, the legislation
intensifies the repression faced
by migrant women and women
of colour. They are far more
likely to be treated as criminals
than as victims.

Hostility towards sex work
can lead in many reaction-
ary directions—and we should
always start with solidarity.

At the same time, we are
opposed to the commodifica-
tion of sex and sexuality and
the encroachment of the market
into all aspects of our lives.

After the Russian Revolution
of 1917, the First All-Russian
Congress of Working and
Peasant Women declared that
the women now had equal
rights and must not be “the
object of buying and selling.”

The workers’ state created
paths out of sex work through
equal pay, decent housing and
free childcare. This was linked
to a broader project of beginning
to uproot the material basis of
women’s oppression. Sadly,
those gains weren’t realised as
the revolution degenerated.

But, like Kollontai, we want to
look forward to a society where
relationships develop free from
capitalist commodification.

attempts to
introduce the
Nordic model
(above)

READ MORE

A Rebel’s Guide to
Alexandra Kollontai
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MARXISM

SELF

Where does capitalism
come from?

CAPITALISM HAS its

own origin story. Back in
feudal society, the story
goes, there were some
labourers who worked
hard and were frugal. They
accumulated wealth.

There were others who
were lazy, profligate and
badly-behaved. They
were destined to become
workers and the poor.

The celebrated economist
Adam Smith helped to
popularise this fairytale
version of a process he called
“previous accumulation”.

Karl Marx condemned this
approach as a “childish tale
of original sin” packaged
as political economy.

He wrote sarcastically,
“From this ‘original sin’
dates the poverty of the
great majority that, despite
all its labour, has up to
now nothing to sell but
itself, and the wealth of
the few that increases
constantly although they
have long ceased to work.”

Marx developed a very
different account of how
capital was accumulated by a
minority—a process he called
“primitive accumulation”.

Sycophantic economists
painted an idyllic picture
of the methods of primitive
accumulation focused
on peaceful trading and
technological innovation.

“In actual history”, Marx
wrote, “it is notorious that
conquest, enslavement,
robbery, murder, briefly
force, play the great part.”

Rural labourers who owned
small plots of land had to
be forcibly “freed” from that
ownership. And the common
land, forests and rivers were
stolen by the landlords.

Grabbing

Primitive accumulation
was not just about the rich
grabbing money or land.
It meant accumulating the
means of producing wealth.
And, as Michael Perelman
writes in The Invention of
Capitalism, it meant creating
a class of landless labourers
who were “compelled to do
the bidding of those who
would employ them.”
Primitive accumulation was

SILVER MINING in the Americas created vast wealth

a contradictory process—it
involved freeing labourers
from serfdom and bondage.

Bourgeois historians
congratulated their system
for emancipating the serfs.
But, Marx wrote, “These new
freedmen became sellers of
themselves only after they
had been robbed of all their
own means of production.”

“And the history of this,
their expropriation, is written
in the annals of mankind in
letters of blood and fire.”

Capitalism needed
labourers who were doubly
free—free from the bonds of
feudalism and free to starve
if they didn’t find work.

Primitive accumulation
led to the emergence of
two new social classes. One
class owned the means of
production and the means
of subsistence—the mines,
factories, mills and land.

The other class was the “free
labourers”, who had no choice
but to sell their labour power.

The two classes were
mutually dependent. The
bosses needed workers
to make profits.

Workers needed to
be employed in order to
survive. But they were

Primitive
accumulation led
to the rise of two

social classes
]

also in permanent conflict
over the conditions of
their exploitation.
Primitive accumulation
progressed differently in
different countries. But it
always involved “moments
when great masses of
labourers are suddenly and
forcibly torn from their means
of subsistence and hurled
as free and ‘unattached’
proletarians on the labour
market”, Marx writes.

International
Primitive accumulation had
international dimensions.
The rise of merchants
drove colonial conquest.
Enormous riches
flowed into Europe.
From the late 17th century,
a highly profitable form
of production developed,
one based not on “free
labour”, but on slavery.
Marx explained how the
genocide against indigenous
populations in the Americas,
the enslavement of Africans
and the conquest and looting
of the East Indies “signalled
the rosy dawn of the era
of capitalist production.”
Slavery and colonial
looting were elements of the
same system that whipped,
starved and terrorised
the rural labourers from
their lands in Britain.
Capitalism developed out
of revolts against feudalism,
the rise of mercantilism and
new ways of creating wealth.
These developments
depended on the primitive
accumulation that cleared the
way for a capitalist system
born in blood and filth.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
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councils of workers’ delegates and
aworkers’militia.

At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.

ARXIS

2-5 JULY, | SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

LONDON YANIS®22000 TARIG®ALI®  JOHN'’BELLAMY

) Wgopposeracismand HOSTED BY .,,', f
o e (W VAROUFANES/ | AN« pAPPE | Al FOSTER LU

We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.

We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russiathe result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.

We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.

We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

To achieve socialism the most

militant sections of the working

class have to be organised into a

revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be

built by activity in the mass
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ELON MUSK is trying to
claim Robin Hood for the
Maga right. Robin was not,
he says, taking from the
rich to give to the poor—
he was protesting against
unfair taxes.

Musk even posted a
vomit-inducing Al generated
video of himself as Robin.

Yes, Robin reclaimed the
wealth stolen from the poor
in taxes—but only because
they went straight into the
coffers of the brutal, bloated
aristocracy.

The tale of Robin is a tale
of class conflict, of defending
the common land and of
freedom from injustice and
oppression.

Robin first appears in the
records in the 12th century.
But it was following Wat
Tyler’s Rebellion in 1381 that
the legend really took hold.
Tyler’s revolt forced a king
to negotiate with a mob of
commoners—before he sent
assassins to murder them.

Outlaws thrived when the
nobility owned the forests.
Aristocrats chopped down
the trees for palaces and war-
ships, hunted animals—and
hanged starving poachers.

The Ballads of Robin
Hood were sung throughout
the 14th and 15th centuries.
They tell of how Robin and
his outlaws undermine the
social order by disguising
themselves as state officials,
robbing churchmen, and
liberating condemned
prisoners and women forced
into marriage.

In the famous ballad, A
Lyttell Gest of Robyn Hode,
Robin lays out his class-con-
scious guide to being an
outlaw. Leave farmers alone,
he advises—

“But these bishops and
these archbishops / You
shall them beat and bind
/ And the High Sheriff
of Nottingham / Keep
him on your mind.”

As historian Stephen
Thomas Knight points out,
“The Gest advocates massive
theft from the church, and
civic insurrection against
and murder of a properly
appointed Sheriff.”

Robin, and the characters
that attached themselves to
legend—Little John, Friar
Tuck and Maid Marian—
were celebrated across
England in the riotous May

Reclaimi
egend of RO

The far right want to claim Robin Hood as a tax dodging
aristocrat. Judy Cox looks at the origins of a class fighter
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ne radical
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games. These celebrated
sexual freedom and defiance
against authority.

Rebel-
lion

The symbolic
radical-
ism of Robin
Hood often
spilt over into
real rebel-
lion. In 1555
the Scottish
parliament
actually
banned celebra-
tions involving
Robin—but it
didn’t work.

In 1516,
in Edinburgh,
apprentices came together
“efter the auld wikid maner
of Robene Hude”. They
elected a leader as “Lord of
Inobedience” and stormed
past the magistrates, through
the city gates and up to Castle
Hill. Here, they refused to
accept the usual wages.

During the revolutionary
upheavals that marked the
birth of capitalism, Robin’s
legend expressed revul-
sion at the enclosure of the
common land and political
tyranny.

In 1795 the radical Joseph
Ritson, a friend of the poet
William Blake, wrote his
famous Life of Robin Hood
which was reprinted through-
out the 19th century.

Ritson’s Robin was “a man,
who, in a barbarous age and
under a complicated tyranny,

ol e,
ROBIN HOOD was a symbol of defiance for cen

displayed a spirit of freedom
and independence which has
endeared him
to the common
people, whose

cause he
maintained—
for all

opposition to
tyranny is the
cause of the
people”.
In 1817,
poet John
Keats evoked
Robin and
Marian to
condemn
war and the
commodi-
fication of
nature, writing—
“And if Robin should be
cast /Sudden from his
turfed grave / And if
Marian should have / Once
again her forest days / She
would weep and he would
craze / He would swear,
for all his oaks / Fall’n
beneath the dockyard
strokes / Have rotted on
the briny seas / She would

Symbolic
radicalism
often spilt into

real rebellion
]
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turies as in this 6th century woodcut

weep that her wild bees /
Sang not to her—strange!
that honey / Can’t be got
without hard money!”

Robin was also brought in
to serve those constructing a
new British nationalism.

The novelist Walter Scott
portrayed Robin as a decent
Anglo-Saxon, fighting off the
Norman invaders.

Robin became the wronged
Earl of Locksley, a man of
noble birth, as he made
the transition from page to
screen.

Perhaps the most
influential film portrayal
was Errol Flynn’s 1938
film, in which Robin swash-
buckles athletically against
a Norman foe whose fashion
and architecture appear
decidedly fascistic.

The Robin of the 1950s
TV series, written by US
Communists on the run from
the FBI, reclaimed the radical
Robin.

Not even Kevin Costner’s
dreary Robin or Russell
Crowe’s thuggish Robin could
crush the legend of the rebel
against authority and the
symbol of a better world.

COMMENT
AMINAH SHEIKH

Organising against
Trump for May Day

DESPITE THE end of Donald Trump’s Operation Metro
Surge, here in Minneapolis people are still angry and
ready to fight back.

The occupation, which is led by many levels of
government—the Department of Homeland Security,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement and even the
Minneapolis Police Department—is not over.

The administration hasn’t ended and capitalism hasn’t
ended. It’s just moved its focus on to other fronts.

Let’s be clear, the fight is also against Democratic mayor
Jacob Frey and state governor Tim Walz.

People on the ground are saying two things that are
fundamentally important—that Minneapolis is purposely
being targeted and that this did not begin with Trump.

This is the traditional land of the Dakota people. The US
has attempted to erase their memory, but never succeeded.

The Little Earth residential community on the South Side
is home to members of over 38 Native tribes.

It was created during the 1970s by the American Indian
Movement.

Native people live in the city, work, are part of unions and
support their unhoused relatives.

The American Indian Movement started patrols against
police brutality in 1969. Their legacy is still alive today
and you can see that in the coordinated responses from all
communities doing patrols and monitoring Ice.

Native people here are able to tell you precisely why the
government has put the Whipple detention centre in Fort
Snelling—because it was the location of a concentration
camp for Dakota people.

On 26 December 1862, president Abraham Lincoln
ordered the killing of 38 Dakota men. This public mass
execution was done in front of 4,000 spectators in
Minneapolis.

Violence
The US continues to enact violence for us to consume in one
big spectacle.

Yes, people are resisting and fighting together. But there
are also a lot of people in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and
Saint Paul who do not care, who call the police and Ice on
their neighbours. We have to hear these truths and disrupt
narratives that Minnesota is one great place.

Black people inform me that Minneapolis is one of the most
dangerous places to be black.

This is where George Floyd and many others were publicly
lynched, murdered for everyone to see.

Operation Metro Surge was orchestrated to show the
country that the US government will continue to enact
violence on whoever they want without impunity.

The Twin Cities are organising actions, training and
events and building beyond what happened during Metro
Surge.

The struggle against the Whipple detention centre
continues.

Moreover, Native activists and organisers have also
frequently drawn attention to the ongoing violence led by
the state against Indigenous people.

They have organised a coalition to defend unhoused
relatives, immigrant neighbours and have led patrols.

Just like in the Covid-19 pandemic, a manufactured
economic crisis was created.

Minnesota is still home to wealthy companies and to
Fortune 500 companies, including those belonging to the
for-profit healthcare complex.

It's the home of wealthy elites. Mayor Frey and his
wealthy friends won’t even allow the public funding of snow
removal. And he is constantly criticising public funding of
basic necessities.

In an economic crisis, Frey and his rich donors get a bail
out, while everyone else has to just figure it out.

There have been Workers’ Assemblies of over
400 including union and non-union workers, tenant
organisations and local grassroots organisations.

After debate and discussion, the organisations endorsed
1 May as a day of no work, no school and no shopping on
International Workers’ Day.

Organisers are committed to form strike committees and
start planning towards 1 May.
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Fire campaign
heats up

IN MAIDEN Newton, Dorset,
members of the public gave
fire chiefs a grilling at two
consultation meetings last
week.

The daytime meeting
had around 130 people
from Maiden Newton and
the surrounding areas, and
120 showed up for a second
meeting in the evening.

The entire population of the
parish is less than 1,200.

The packed consultation
meetings show the strength
of feeling about plans to
shut eight local fire stations.
Campaigners say this will
increase response times
in emergencies, which are
already slower than the
national average.

The FBU union says, “Dorset
and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue
Service is already stretched
to breaking point. Since 2010,
the service has lost a fifth of
its firefighters—and cutting
another 96 roles would strip
away another 16 percent of the
frontline workforce.”

As the climate crisis drives
more fires and floods, fire
services will be even more
stretched.

Glasgow welding
lecturers strike

AT CITY of Glasgow College,
welding and fabrication
lecturers are set to strike from
Tuesday to Friday this week.

Their ongoing dispute is
over management's refusal
to provide appropriate health
and safety equipment and
training.

The EIS-Fela union
members say they are put
at risk of being exposed to
harmful metal dust.

No break in strikes
for bus workers

MORE THAN 300 bus drivers
at Bow bus garage are taking
action over levels of fatigue
that put them and the public
in danger.

The bus workers’ Unite
union said “meal breaks are
not being scheduled at the
depot, with many workers
taking these on the side of
the road” rather than at “an
adequate rest area”.

They struck last Friday and
are set to strike again this
Friday and on 15 May.

Scottish uni workers
fed up with low pay

OVER 1,100 workers at
Scottish universities are set
to strike on Friday. The Unite
union members work at
Glasgow, Strathclyde, Glasgow
School of Art, Edinburgh
Napier and Heriot-Watt
universities.

They have been offered a
1.4 percent pay rise, far less
than the rate of inflation.

Unite members at the
University of Strathclyde
previously struck last month
alongside members of the
UCU union.

TRANSPORT

Support RMT strikers against the ‘fake four day week’

LAST YEAR London
Underground—managed by
Transport for London (TfL)—
did a backroom deal with
the Aslef transport union.

This produced a plan to
compress drivers’ normal
working week into four days
for drivers.

But drivers are split
between two unions and
those in the RMT union say

ANTI-RACISM

it will mean their days are
longer and could result in

wholesale changes to their
terms and conditions.

The RMT union says it
means drivers will only find
out their duties and location
the day before their shift. It
also means longer driving
parameters and losing
weeks worth of annual
leave, among other things.

RMT members voted
overwhelmingly to strike to
stop the imposition of what
the union calls “a fake four
day week”.

TfL offered to negotiate on
all elements of the proposals
in an attempt to avert the
strikes. This resulted in
planned strikes being called
off last month.

However, this week they

Support grows for
Ameen's campaign

b; JUDE MCKECHNIE

SUPPORT IS growing—
both in the community and
throughout the trade union
movement—to defend
Ameen Hadi against far
right smears.

Over 2,700 people have
signed the petition opposing
the far right attack on a lead-
ing trade unionist and anti-
racist campaigner, and his
branch Salford City Unison.

Ameen, the Unison union
branch equalities officer
at Salford City Council in
Greater Manchester, was
placed under investigation by
his employer last month as a
result of a campaign against
him by the far right.

The torrent of abuse
against Ameen pushed by
fascists, including Nazi
Tommy Robinson, came after
a Together alliance rally in
Manchester on International
Women’s Day in March.

Far right thugs abused
Hannah Spencer, the newly
elected Green Party MP
for Gorton and Denton,
following the rally.

Appallingly, Salford council
responded by placing Ameen
under investigation, after the
far right claimed that they
were the victims.

A statement from Salford
City Unison called on the
council “to restore Ameen to
his workplace and to reach the
clear and obvious conclusion
that Ameen should not be
punished for being the victim
of a far-right attack and
subsequent witch hunt”.

Intimidated

“Any other outcome would
embolden the far right and
tell them that Salford City
Council can be intimidated
into targeting black workers
and trade unionists for
nothing more than refusing
to see a woman MP violently
attacked for standing up for
equality,” it said.

Ameen has received wide
support from MPs, Salford
councillors, union leaders,
other trades unionists and

community activists.

The Green Party Trade
Union Group and Green Party
Unison network have also
come out in support of Ameen.

They said Ameen and
Hannah Spencer MP were
subjected to “unprovoked
aggression” by the far right—
the latest in a number of recent
far-right attacks on events and
protests in Manchester.

“We join Salford City
Unison, Unison general
secretary Andrea Egan and
thousands of trade union-
ists, anti-racist and social jus-
tice activists, councillors, MPs
and others who have declared
solidarity with Ameen and
spoken out against Salford
council’s action.

“We call on activists and
leaders throughout the Green
Party to do likewise, including
by signing the petition in sup-
port of Ameen and Salford
City Unison branch.”

Ameen is set to speak at
the Salford Trades Council
May Day event on Monday
4 May.

The Campaign is urging
all supporters to attend the
march and rally in solidarity
with Ameen and Salford City
Unison.

WSign and share the statement
of solidarity at bit.ly/
DefendAmeenHadi

informed RMT that their
proposals will now be
imposed.

This goes against the
expressed wishes of most
drivers in two separate
referendums.

Strikes are set to take
place as scheduled this
Tuesday and Thursday, with
more dates planned for the
coming months.

| RMT strikers

Striking for pay in education

UNISON UNION members
at the University of Bristol
are striking for the second
time over a paltry 1.4
percent pay offer. This
amounts in real terms to a
pay cut of over 3 percent.
Nathan, co-branch
secretary at the university
said, “Higher education
workers got by far the lowest
pay offer of any public
sector workers, which comes
off the back of 17 years
of real terms pay cuts—
administrators, IT workers,
librarians have had enough.”
This sentiment was
expressed in solidarity
on the picket lines from
students, other trade
unionists and passersby.
“We’ve had a huge surge
in new members joining
since this strike began.
“They see a branch
of their fellow workers
standing up for their rights
and are gaining confidence
in collective struggle,” said
Nathan.
“It’s time to turn the tide

on pay and keep building a
national fightback.”
Speakers at the lunchtime
rally last Wednesday
criticised restructuring
within university
departments, which has
deepened the discontent
among workers.
There is potential
for escalation if there
isn’t a serious shift in
management’s offer. There
is no sign these workers are
backing down.
Jack Drury, Bristol

ESUPPORT WORKERS at the
University of Gloucestershire
struck last Thursday after
rejecting a below-inflation
pay offer of just 1.4 percent.

The strike by Unison
union members comes as
the university has recently
invested £75 million in
its new City Campus in
Gloucester.

Further strikes were set
for Tuesday and Wednesday
this week as the dispute over
pay continues.

Porters fight over rebanding

PORTER DRIVERS at
Prestwich Hospital, Greater
Manchester, are set to strike
for five days this week
beginning on Tuesday.

They will strike next week
for a further four days if
their demands are not met.

The Unison union
members voted unanimously
to strike over pay and
re-banding.

Three years ago, their
role was then re-banded
from band 2 to band 3 in

recognition of their job roles.

But bosses have refused to
implement the pay increase
or pay the back pay they are
owed.

Workers are furious. They
have been cheated out of
an agreed pay rise the day
before two years back pay
was due to be paid.

They should take
inspiration from other NHS
workers who won re-banding
and back pay after a fierce
and solid campaign.

OBITUARY

Muzan Alneel
1986-2026

FOR THE five years I have
known Muzan it has been
through her voice, on a
phone call or behind a
slightly pixelated image.

We first spoke at length
in early 2021. At the time,
the Sudanese uprising that
ousted the dictator Omar
al-Bashir in April 2019 was
as yet undefeated.

A network of thousands
of neighbourhood-based
“resistance committees”

covered the country. Muzan’s
account of the tumultuous
uprising of 2019 drew out
the connections between the
struggle to end oppression
and the fight against the
authoritarian regime.

Muzan observed how the
rising movement began to
change people’s susceptibility
to racism, giving them
confidence to reject the lies
of the ruling class.

More than an eyewitness
to the power of the
movement that erupted in
April 2019, Muzan was one
of its brightest intellectual
leaders and clearest analysts.

The fragile equilibrium
between a mass movement
and the forces of
counter-revolution eventually
broke down in April 2023.
The SAF and RSF launched

the war that is still raging
across Sudan, displacing tens
of millions, leaving famine
and devastation in its wake.

Muzan threw herself
into writing and
documenting how the
resistance committees were
transforming into new forms
of popular organisation,
“emergency rooms”.

When she spoke at
Marxism Festival later that
year, even Zoom’s noise
suppression algorithms
could not entirely contain
the noise of shelling in the
background.

The Sudanese revolution
gave something to the world
that is infinitely precious—a
glimpse of the possibilities
created by the collective
agency of ordinary people.
For many, it was Muzan’s
voice that carried their
messages to the wider world.

Muzan Alneel was born
in Omdurman, Sudan. A
researcher, author and
engineer, she was the
co-founder and managing
director of ISTinaD think
tank. She is survived by her
husband and three siblings.
Anne Alexander
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HEALTH

Life expectancy gap
widens under Starmer

b; YURI PRASAD

PEOPLE IN the most
deprived parts of England
and Wales spend less than
50 years in good health.
In the richest areas, it’s
nearly 70.

The latest figures from the
Office for National Statistics
(ONS) lay bare the class divide
at the heart of Britain.

For men in deprived areas,
healthy life expectancy has
fallen below 50 years for the
first time since records began
in 2013.

The ONS reports that men
in the poorest parts of England
are expected to live 68 percent
of their lives in good health,
with the proportion dropping
to 62 percent for women.

But in the richest areas, men
can expect to live 83 percent
of their lives in good health,
while for women the figure is
79 percent.

Poorest
Other ONS figures show that
those in the poorest areas can
also expect to live as much as
ten years less, on average,
than those in the richest ones.
Diana, an NHS occupational
therapist in east London, told

FOR THOSE living in deprived areas of England and Wales life expectancy has fallen

Socialist Worker that the new
figures were “shocking,” but
that they reflect conditions she
witnesses every day in her job.

“I see people in their
own homes, often people
with long-term conditions,
such as diabetes, arthritis or
respiratory illnesses,” she said.

“The extent of poor housing
is really dreadful and is a
massive reason why people’s
quality of life is deteriorating.
You see damp and mould
everywhere, but especially in
social housing flats.

“And there’s often poor
heating and ventilation to
make matters worse.

“That’s really going to
exacerbate lots of health
problems—and lead to new
ones, like asthma and fungal
infections”.

Labour could have done
so much more since it was
elected, says Diana.

“I hoped it would make
a difference in areas like
housing,” she says. “They
could have built more social
housing of a decent standard.

That would have meant fewer
people would be stuck in
inaccessible, overcrowded and
dangerous homes.

“And I think they could
have done more to help people
reduce their hours as they get
older. Everyone’s working
hours should be able to come
down, because we can’t expect
a 65 year old to do the same
amount of work as someone
who’s 55 or 45 years old.”

Instead, Keir Starmer’s
government has only made
many people’s lives worse.

NEU EDUCATION UNION

>>continued from page 16
multi-academy trusts taking
away control of schools
from the local authority.”
Jodie told Socialist
Worker, “The ongoing fight
is to have a negotiating
committee across the entire
trust. That wasn’t part of
this dispute, but that is
what we should be having.
“That’s what’s in place
for local authority schools

where the employer will
negotiate with the NEU and
the other unions. But the
trust is putting up a barrier
to this still.

“For us as NEU members,
it’s just further proof
really that schools should
be under local authority
control and not being
controlled by people who sit
in offices earning six-figure
salaries.”

Surrey school fightback

MEMBERS OF the NEU
education union at the Royal
Alexandra and Albert School
near Reigate in Surrey, were
set to strike on 21, 29 and 30
Apriland 5, 6 and 7 May.

Members are striking over
restructuring and trade union
recognition.

The proposed restructuring
affects support staff and
teachers. It includes up to
12 redundancies, the removal
of pensionable allowances
amounting to thousands of

pounds and the introduction
of market rents for resident
staff.

The school has also failed
to recognise the union for
collective bargaining.

The NEU has 127 members
at the school, both support
staff and teachers. Members
voted 90 percent for strikes
on an 89 percent turnout.
MJoin picket lines, 7.30-9.30am,
Royal Alexandra and Albert
School, Gatton Park, Reigate,
Surrey RH2 OTD.

Victory as library is saved

NOTTINGHAM SAVE Our
Services Campaign and
Friends of Sherwood
Library are celebrating

the reopening of our local
library. It was closed during
the Covid pandemic for
rebuilding.

However, after 30 months
and many marches and
rallies, we finally got our
library reopened on Friday
17 April. Not only that, we

University strikes ramp up

ENorthumbria
University, Newcastle
UCU MEMBERS are on strike
all this week over plans to
try to force workers off the
TPS pension scheme. Those
who refuse to move pension
schemes face having their
pay frozen.
ESouthampton
Solent University
THERE IS also an attack
on workers on the TPS
scheme at Solent. Bosses
are practicing a hire and
fire strategy. They plan to
transfer all the workers to
a wholly owned subsidiary
company by 30 June. Those
who are employed by the
company won't have access
to the same pension scheme.
UCU members are set to
strike next Thursday 30 April
and the following Tuesday to
Friday.
Himperial College, London
THE THREE campus unions—
UCU, Unison and Unite—are
set to strike this Thursday,
next Monday and the
following Tuesday over pay.
HUniversity of Leicester
STRIKES ARE planned on 5,
11 and 18 May.

HGoldsmiths, London
MANAGEMENT have
announced that they

plan to make £22 million
worth of cuts. Bosses have
admitted that the cuts are
self-defeating as student
numbers have fallen by

a quarter in the past five
years. UCU members have a
mandate for action and could
start a marking boycott as
early as the end of this month.
BUniversity of Essex
BOSSES PLAN to cut 400
jobs and close the Southend
campus. All three campus
unions—UCU, Unite and
Unison—held a vote of

no confidence in the vice
chancellor and senior
leadership last week. There
was a 96 percent vote in
favour of the motion.
HSheffield Hallam
University

UCU AND Unison union
members alongside students
held a rally against cuts last
week. UCU members are
currently balloting for action
over planned cuts of up to
200 jobs as well as plans to
force workers off the TPS
pension scheme.

"We need to strike together’

AT LONDON Metropolitan
University, UCU members
struck for two days last week.

They are set to strike on
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday this week and next
week Monday to Wednesday.

Last year London Met
bosses claimed to be in a
strong financial position. Yet
they now say they need to cut
120 jobs.

They say they want a
“teaching first” approach. But
students and workers are at a
loss to understand how they
can provide teaching with
such deep cuts to jobs.

Students have been given
very little reassurance that
their courses will be safe.

Josephine commutes from
Wales to study at London Met.

On the picket line, she told
Socialist Worker, “We see the
vice chancellor being paid
half a million. They could
fund ten students’ education
and living costs with that.”

UCU striker Mark told
Socialist Worker, “We are here
to stand in solidarity with the
120 London Met staff having
their contracts terminated.

“My job’s not on the line

|[London Met UCU members

today. But 'm here to show
solidarity. If it was my job,
I would expect others to do
that for me.

“It’s part of a wider battle.
We have seen huge real terms
pay cuts and our workloads
have gone through the
roof. Workers need to strike
together. When they see us
as divided, management
implements everything they
want to.”

Workers are determined
to fight the erosion of
education at the London
university. They are taking
their campaign to the
Labour government with a
lobby of the Department for
Education on 1 May.

The national union should
get behind London Met.

Notobosses’
class cuts

UNIVERSITY OF Aberdeen
lecturers are back on strike after
Senior Management refused to
drop their cuts plan.

Despite the university’s
senate voting against cuts,
bosses decided to force their
“Adapting for Continued
Success” cuts plan through the
university court. It will discuss
the plans on 29 April.

They want to cut 125 jobs
and cut classes with less than
25 students. One lecturer told
Socialist Worker, “There is a
moral and ethical principle not
to cut 125 jobs without a plan.”

Archaeology professor Jeff
said bosses aren’t listening.

Theology student Ella told
Socialist Worker “Students
will have with fewer options,
overcrowding and less support.
The university does not care
about the quality of our
education or the livelihoods
of the people they employ.
They only care about profit
margins. Universities should
be educational institutions not
corporate machines.”

Rebecca Givan

pre-empted the official
council opening by staging
our own “opening” by
cutting the “tape” before
the officials.

But the fight is not over
yet. Local Campaigner, Colin
Barrett, said at the opening
“we now must fight for the
full opening hours before it
was closed.”

Richard Buckwell, Sherwood
resident and campaigner

Courting
Reform UK

UNITE UNION members
have slammed union
officials for holding
meetings behind closed
doors with Reform UK.

The Times newspaper
revealed last week that
Unite officials held
secret talks with the
far right party over the
Birmingham bin strike.

According to some
polls, Reform UK is
expected to win around
26 seats on the council in
the May elections.

A Unite rep from
Birmingham told the
Reunite the Union
website that general
secretary Sharon Graham
“has no mandate from
Birmingham council
workers or the bin yards
to hold talks with Reform.
She hasn’t spoken to us
about it at all.”

Unions should be
preparing to resist Reform
UK's racism and its
attacks on workers after
the May elections, not
cosying up to them.
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EDUCATORS INEASTLONDON START THREE WEEKS OF ACTION

b‘ PAT MEUSEL

EDUCATION WORKERS at
Connaught School for Girls
in east London walked out on
Tuesday and plan to stay out
until 8 May.

The NEU union members backed
strikes over workload and unfair
managerial practices by 95 percent
on an 89 percent turnout.

They are also balloting for action
over bosses’ plans for a “restructure”
that attacks jobs and the union.

Stef, assistant branch secretary
for Haringey NEU, in north London,
brought solidarity to the picket line
on the first day of the strike. She put
the point plainly, “It’'s not simply
‘restructuring.’ It’s targeted restruc-
turing. They're going after the most
active members of the union.

“And for me, it’s simple—an injury
to one is an injury to all. That’s why
I'm standing here in solidarity.”

This planned restructure threatens
the quality of education for children
at the school and the livelihoods of
the support staff and teachers.

Targeted
Union members also feel they've
been targeted for redundancy. They
believe management has specifically
selected individual members of staff.
This is in addition to cuts in wages.
And the decision to make cuts is
difficult to swallow when you look

GET BEHIND THE
SCHOOL STRIKERS

at the management’s pay packets.
While teachers and support workers
face redundancies, the school’s
leadership continue to take home
huge salaries. The combined pay
packets for four of them comes to
£400,000 alone.

Yet management’s not been
identified as an area where savings

ST

SCHOOL WORKER and their upporters on the picket line on Tuesday

could be made or where jobs could
be cut.

Across London, schools are facing
declining numbers of students
enrolling.

Lucy is a special educational needs
and disabilities (Send) teacher and
branch secretary for Brent NEU in
west London. She said, “Falling rolls

should be an opportunity to make
class sizes smaller, especially for our
Send students.

“This should be an opportunity
to increase the numbers of subjects
children at schools like Connaught
can study. But no, they’re using it
as an excuse to cut courses and cut
jobs. I teach in Brent, we've got a

big public school next door. They’re
not cutting courses, they’re offering
children there more.”

Strikers received solidarity from
NEU branches across London,
including Ealing and Lewisham.

Rhiannon Eglin, an independent
candidate for the upcoming local
elections in Leytonstone, offered
her solidarity, saying, “Like you, I'm
in the NEU. I've been a teacher for
17 years.  want to congratulate you
for going on strike and I want to say
that I fully support you.”

Appalling

And Green Party candidate RoseMary
Warrington added, “I think what’s
happening in education is absolutely
appalling. That’s why I'm here.”

The strike at Connaught is part
of a bigger struggle in the borough,
with a number of other schools
balloting for strikes later this month
and next.

This is only the latest in a long
line of strikes in Walthamstow. This
year alone has seen 47 days of strikes
in the borough. And in the past five
years, there have been 165 days of
action after 61 successful ballots.

The strikes are set to continue
every day until Friday 8 May,
from 7am, at Dyers Hall Road,
London, E11. Trade unionists and
campaigners should shower the
picket lines in solidarity.

Send messages of support to
walthamforestbranch@neu.org.uk

Coventry school workers show that striking back can win

EDUCATION WORKERS in
Coventry have scored a victory
after threatening to escalate
strikes.

NEU union members at
Baginton Fields Academy called
off a week of strikes this week
after winning their demands.
Support workers and teachers
were on strike for six days
earlier this year.

The dispute involved three
demands. The first was about
workload. The second around
a pay policy that wasn’t in line
with national policy. And the
third concerned a lack of cover

for when teachers were sick.

Jodie, a local branch officer
and member of the NEU
executive, told Socialist Worker,
“Teaching assistants were being
used to cover teachers when
they were off sick.

Expected

“They were not being paid
properly. And they were expected
to step up and perform the role of
a teacher.”

Baginton Fields Academy is a
special educational needs and
disabilities (Send) school, and
part of a multi-academy trust, the

Thrive Education Partnership.
Jodie highlighted the health
and safety implications of the lack
of cover. “With it being a Send
school, there are ratios of staff to
pupils in place for a reason,” she
said. “So it was creating unsafe
environments within the school.”
There was a big increase in
union membership during the
strike. “Before the strike, there
were 10 members who were
mostly teachers. But more people
joined and we ended up with
42 members,” explained Jodie.
‘And they were mostly support
staff—the issues really had an

impact on them.”

Jodie added, “We had a
further five days of strikes
planned, which we’ve now
cancelled. I think it was that level
of escalation that pushed the
multi-academy trust to resolve
the dispute.”

Workers in Coventry have
shown that striking gets results.

But Jodie was clear that
there are more fights to come.
“Baginton went from being
a local authority school to a
multi-academy trust,” she said.

“This is another example of
>>continued on page 15
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