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‘Grand Wizard’ Nigel wants migrant camps in every city that elects Greens

Central London, 12 noon
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FAR RIGHT PARTY WHIPS UP 
RACISM BEFORE ELECTIONS

ANTI-RACISM

‘We won’t let them 
ban our marches’
THE LABOUR government, 
the police and the right wing 
media have unleashed a 
witch-hunt on Muslims and 
the Palestine movement.

They have seized on a 
horrific antisemitic attack in 
Golders Green, north London,  
to silence solidarity with Gaza.

Their aim is to paint 
Muslims and the Palestine 
movement as responsible for 
the rise in antisemitism. 
>>Pages 2&3

UNITED STATES

A May Day of 
defiance in US
ACROSS THE US, Friday  
1 May was a day of rebellion 
and resistance to Ice, 
war and billionaires.

Some 3,500 actions took 
place on the day. They 
ranged from small local 
rallies and marches, to 
massive shows of strength.

Mass mobilisations, like 
the one that drove back Ice 
in Minnesota this year, can 
point to an alternative and 
give workers a glimpse of 
their power.
>>Page 4

GENERAL STRIKE 1926

Nine days that 
shook the world
UP TO two million 
workers in Britain began 
nine days of strikes 100 
years ago this week.

The General Strike of 1926 
wasn’t for higher wages or 
shorter days—it was an act of 
solidarity with over a million 
striking miners.
>>Pages 8&9
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by PAT MEUSEL

THE LABOUR government, the 
police and the right wing media 
have unleashed a witch-hunt 
of Muslims and the Palestine 
movement.

They are have seized on a horrific 
antisemitic attack in Golders Green, 
north London, last week.

Their aim is to paint Muslims 
and the Palestine movement 
as responsible for the rise in 
antisemitism. 

Essa Suleiman was charged with 
the attempted murder of three men 
last week. 

He is the only suspect in the  
stabbing of two Jewish men in 
Golders Green and a Muslim man in 
south London. 

The fact that a Muslim man was 
attacked by the same person has not 
received the same attention. 

Mohammed Kozbar, the chairman 
of Finsbury Park Mosque in north 
London, told Socialist Worker, 

“What took place in Golders Green 
was horrific. 

“We wish those who were attacked 
a speedy recovery—and that nothing 
like this happens in the future.”

Mohammed said that Muslims 
are all too familiar with facing racist 
attacks. 

Graffiti
“In the past we’ve had graffiti on our 
mosque, a pig head’s stuck to the 
gate and white powder in the post,” 
he explained. 

“And many times, we receive 
emails and phone calls that threaten 
our community.

“It’s not just our mosque. It’s 
happening in mosques across the 
country and it’s not being mentioned 
in the media. 

“We’ve seen a lot of individuals 
attacked because they are Muslims.” 

Naz, a Muslim woman who lives 

in Leeds, told Socialist Worker, “I 
wear traditional dress. 

“One day, as I left my house, a 
man crossed the road, came up to 
me and called me the P word. I 
didn’t want to tell anybody, but I 
had to report it to the police. 

“They didn’t do anything. They 
fobbed it off.”  

The state raised the “terrorism 
threat level” to severe last week. 

Counter-terror policing head 
Laurence Taylor said cops will  
review “all events across the 
country” in light of the decision. 

When asked if marches would go 
ahead, he said it was “part of the 
work the police will be reviewing”.

Jonathan Hall KC—the British 
state’s “terrorism tsar”—jumped 
to claim the Palestine marches 
in London had “incubated”  
antisemitism and demanded a 

Farage unveils ‘Vote Green, Get Illegals’ policy 
REFORM UK has unveiled 
a plan to lock up tens of 
thousands of migrants in 
detention centres—in areas 
the Green Party wins.

 The “Vote Green, Get 
Illegals” campaign, launched 
on Monday, is a piece of 
political theatre to appeal to 
right wing and racist voters.

Nigel Farage said, “In order 
to deport all illegal migrants in 
Britain, a Reform government 
will build detention capacity 
for at least 24,000 illegal 
migrants at a time.

“They will not be able to 
leave the detention centres 
and will be held for a short 
period while they await 
deportation.

“We understand people feel 
strongly about living near 
detention sites. 

“So, we make this guarantee. 
Based on results from local 
elections and the next 
general election, no detention 
centre will be placed in any 
constituency with a Reform 
MP, or in any council area 
controlled by Reform.

“Of the remaining areas, 
given the Green Party 
advocate for open borders, 

we will prioritise Green-held 
constituencies and Green-run 
councils to put these sites.”

The party’s website features 
a form where you can fill in your 
postcode to see if Reform UK or 
the Greens are likely to win.

The new policy came days 
ahead of the local council 
elections in England and 
the Scottish and Welsh 
parliamentary elections. 

Stand Up To Racism—which 
is leading a Stop Reform UK 
campaign across Britain—
said, “Farage calls for mass 
round-ups, detentions and 
deportations. 

“This is Trump’s Ice in 
Britain, with all the brutality 
and violence that goes with it.” 

The “Vote Green, Get 
Illegals” campaign highlights 
three things. 

First, Reform UK is 
radicalising rightwards to 
solidify its position as the 
main force on the right of 
British politics.

It leads national polls 
on 26 percent while the 
once dominant Tory party 
languishes on 19 percent. 

But it faces potential 
challenges on the right from 
Rupert Lowe—the former 
Reform UK MP who now leads 
Restore Britain. He wanted to 
embrace Nazi Tommy Robinson 
much more openly. 

Base 
Second, anti-migrant racism 
is the glue that binds Reform 
UK’s base together—and 
Farage is leaning into it.

Farage latches onto people’s 
anger at years of neoliberalism 
and austerity. 

But opposition to “mass” 
and “illegal” immigration binds 
together Reform UK’s story of 
Britain’s “national decline”.

Anti-racists are right to 
not only call out Reform UK 
as a racist party, but focus 

on taking on the myths of 
immigration.

Those in the labour 
movement who downplay the 
centrality of anti-migrant 
racism to Reform UK’s support 
are wrong. 

Third, there are limits to 
its strategy of going further 
rightwards. Reform UK is 
topping the polls and will 
do well in the forthcoming 
elections this week, but it isn’t 
surging ahead past 30 percent.

There is an anti-racist 
majority and Farage’s close 
links to Trump aren’t popular 
in Britain. 

If a Reform UK government 
tried to implement its 
dystopian plan, it could 
backfire. 

The map on the party’s 
website highlights areas the 
Greens are projected to win. 

They are largely 
constituencies in multiracial 
working class cities, including 
London, Bristol, Brighton, 
Manchester, Liverpool, 
Sheffield, Leeds, Oxford and 
Cambridge. 

If Farage wants to bring Ice 
to Britain’s streets, we’ll bring 
him Minneapolis in response. 

Rupert Lowe and Nigel Farage—not 
so friendly any more

“moratorium”.
Henry Maitles is a Jewish 

anti‑Zionist and an emeritus 
professor of education in Scotland. 

He told Social ist  Worker, 
“ T h e  a t t a c k  a t  G o l d e r s 
Green is one of a number of  
antisemitic hate crimes, including an 
arson attack on ambulances and the 
Manchester synagogue attack. 

“It is part of a pattern of a 
large increase in antisemitic and 
Islamophobic incidents.

“It needs to be challenged by 
anti‑racists—the targeting of 
anyone like this must be opposed 
unreservedly.

“But to say that the attacks 
at Golders Green are somehow 
connected to the Palestine marches 
is to make a false causal connection. 

Influenced
“There is no evidence that any of 
the attackers have ever been on a 
march or have been influenced by 
a march.

“All the Palestine demonstrations 
I’ve been to have had a significant 
Jewish presence. They are in no 
sense antisemitic.”

He added, “The weaponisation 

of the attack at Golders Green is 
an attempt to mark any critique of 
Israel as antisemitic, which is very 
dangerous.

“We’ve got to argue strongly against 
this. It is an attempt to shut down 
protests against Israel’s genocide in 
Palestine and will do nothing to stop 
these antisemitic attacks.”

The Palestine and anti‑racist 
movement have organised a 
demonstration in London on 
Saturday 16 May (see right).

Nazi Tommy Robinson called a 
mobilisation in central London on 
the same day. 

The Metropolitan police—
which is spearheading the British 
state’s repression of the Palestine 
movement—wants to give the 
fascists free rein in central London.

Mohammed called out the 
hypocrisy of the police and 
politicians over 16 May. 

He said, “We should all oppose any 
attempt to ban demonstrations. This 
is an attack on our democratic rights. 

“We need to be ready to make 
sure that we can demonstrate and 
we can march freely to support those 
oppressed whether it is in Gaza or 
elsewhere.” 

The Met wants to 
clamp down on the 
march on 16 May 
while giving 
fascists free rein 

‘‘ 

The Palestine marches pose zero threat to Jewish people� Picture: Guy Smallman

March for Palestine and 
against Tommy Robinson
THE BEST way to defend 
democratic rights is to use them 
in mass numbers.

The Palestine solidarity and 
anti-fascist movements are 
urging “everyone to London” on 
Saturday 16 May. 

The march on Nakba Day 
marks Israel’s ethnic cleansing 
of Palestinians since 1948. Nazi 
Tommy Robinson has organised 
a march on the same day to try 
to put the Palestine movement 
back in its box. 

The coalition that organises 
the national demonstrations 
for Palestine and Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) have called the 
march. 

It will adopt the slogans, 
“Nakba 78—justice for 
Palestine,” and, “United against 
Tommy Robinson and the far 
right.”

Lindsey German is convenor 
of Stop The War (STW), one of 
the organisers of the Palestine 
marches. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“There is growing pressure to 
ban Palestine marches under 
the false pretext that they are 
fostering antisemitism.

“We condemn the attacks on 
Jewish people unreservedly but 
they have no connection with 
the marches. 

“These are mass, diverse 
and peaceful events protesting 
at the horrors inflicted on the 
Palestinians, at the actions of 
the Israeli government and 

at the complicity of our own 
government. 

“Many Jewish people attend 
them.

“Many of those attacking 
them—including the fascist 
Tommy Robinson—do so 
because they want to scapegoat 
and demonise Muslims. 

“We are determined to oppose 
this racism, which is fostered by 
Reform UK but also mainstream 
politicians and the media, which 
leads to daily attacks on the 
Muslim community.”

Fought 
Lewis Nielsen, SUTR national 
officer, told Socialist Worker, 
“The antisemitic attack in 
Golders Green was horrific—and 
antisemitism needs to be fought 
wherever it appears.

“What we are seeing now is 
the right, politicians and the 
state whipping up an onslaught 
against the Palestine movement 
and Muslims.

“The police commissioner is 
blaming the ‘extreme left’. We 
have to oppose the attempts 
to use the attack to silence 
solidarity with Gaza and resist 
the Islamophobic bile being 
directed at Muslims.”

He added, “A big part of that 
is getting the biggest possible 
turnout on 16 May in London 
against fascist Tommy Robinson 
and the real racists.”
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk for more 
information

No.2
‘We’ll improve 
your local council’
IN ELECTIONS last year, Reform 
UK wiped out the Tories to take 
over Kent County Council.

This, said Nigel Farage, 
marked “the most significant 
day of my career,” claiming 
Kent would be a “shop window” 
for a national Reform UK 
government.

The far right party pledged to 
make huge savings by declaring 
war on “waste”. 

But such talk is now 
forgotten—and instead, Kent is 
now completely broken.

The council has a budget 
overspend of £46.5 million—
worse than last year—and it has 
raised council tax by 4 percent, 
despite Reform UK pledging a 
zero percent rise.

Farage’s gang had promised 
a local equivalent of Elon 
Musk’s infamous “Department 
Of Government Efficiency” or 
Doge, which would find  
£40 million of potential savings.

Instead, Reform UK 
discovered that 71.6 percent 
of spending goes on statutory 
adult and children’s social 
care—and only 1.2 percent on 
head office costs.

Admitted
A Reform UK senior cabinet 
member in Kent admitted, 
“Everyone thought we’d come 
in and there was going to be 
these huge costs we could cut 
away, but there just aren’t.”

Nevertheless, Reform UK 
found some “unnecessary” 
spending. It cut £1.2 million 
from fostering services and 
£700,000 from fostering for 
children with disabilities.

Elsewhere, even when vital 
services have been cut to the 
bone, Reform UK can find a way 
to make people’s lives harder.

In Lancashire, for example, 
Reform UK wanted to close five 
care homes before being forced 
by protests to U-turn on its 
plans. 

Reform UK now wants to 
scapegoat local government 
pensioners, despite the typical 
one being a 47 year old woman, 
earning around £18,000, and 
receiving an average pension of 
around £5,000 a year.

After years of Tory austerity, 
and Labour’s refusal to increase 
funding, all councils in Britain 
are in a deep crisis. But never 
underestimate Farage’s ability 
to make things even worse.

FARAGE’S
FRAUDS

32 NEWS & COMMENT Socialist Worker 	 6 May 2026Socialist Worker 	 6 May 2026

‘WE WON’T LET 
LABOUR AND 
COPS BAN OUR 
MARCHES’
MUSLIMS AND 
JEWS SPEAK OUT 

Mohammed Kozbar of Finsbury Park 
Mosque in north London
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A May Day of 
defiance— 
strikes and 
protests erupt 
across the US
Some 3,500 actions took place last 
week as workers defied the state on 
May Day, writes Camilla Royle
ACROSS THE US, Fr iday  
1 May was a day of rebellion 
and resistance to Ice, war and 
billionaires.

In Manhattan,  New York, 
suppor t e r s  o f  the  Sunr i s e 
Movement linked arms outside the 
stock exchange, blockading the 
building.

High school students from 
Rochester, New York, walked out of 
classes and marched chanting, “No 
justice, no peace. Ice off our streets”.

In Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
thousands marched and some 
workers struck for the day. Cleaning 
and hospitality workers at the Hotel 
Ivy walked out and formed picket 
lines to demand a pay rise.

Hotel worker David McAnn said, 
“For 24 hours, I’d like them to 
know how important we are to the 
operations of the hotel.”

In Illinois, members of the Chicago 
Teachers Union walked out of work 
to march alongside their students.

UAW union president Shawn 
Fain told the Chicago crowds, “The 
working class in the US and the 
world has been left behind by the 
richest handful of people and by 
corporate greed. Our only means 
of winning the war on the working 
class is our unity and solidarity.”

Strength 
Some 3,500 actions took place on 
the day. They ranged from small 
local rallies and marches to massive 
shows of strength. The action 
follows the historic day of “no 
work, no school and no shopping” 
in Minnesota on 23 January.

The day also marked 20 years 
since the nationwide one-day strike 
led by migrant workers in 2006. The 
“day without immigrants” was cru-
cial to preventing the Senate passing 
a draconian anti-migrant bill.

Migrant rights organiser Victor 
Fernandez told Socialist Worker 
that around 25,000 people joined 
a march in Los Angeles, California.

“There was a really signifi-
cant labour presence,” he said. 
“There is definitely a recognition 

that labour has an important part  
to play. There is a conversation 
about what we do next. But seeing 
so many people out helps make that 
argument about what is needed.”

He added, “The undocumented 
community is still very scared to 
come out. It wasn’t like 2006 with 
a wildcat strike. There is a lot still 
to do and the movement is in its 
infancy.

“But the fightback here has put 
Trump on the defensive.”

Nathaniel in Tucson, Arizona, 
told Socialist Worker, “Around  
900 people showed up here.

“Not all socialists call it a strike, 
they call it a shutdown. But there 
were people who were supposed to 
be at work today. They refused to go 
to work and joined a march instead.”

Events on 1 May this year were 
supported by national and local 
organisations, from unions and 
grassroots campaigns to nationwide 
pro-democracy organisations. 

Some unions stopped short of 
calling strikes on 1 May, blaming 
anti-union laws for making this 
difficult. Fain has proposed calling 
on organised workers to strike 
together in 2028.

But 2028 is a very long way off as 
Trump’s war drives up inflation and 
his federal forces continue to snatch 
people off the streets. 

Mass mobilisations, like the one 
that drove back Ice in Minnesota 
this year, can point to an alternative 
and give workers a glimpse of their 
power.

Pressure on Trump at home and 
abroad as Iran talks stall again
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump is 
in trouble. He is desperate for 
a solution to a crisis of his own 
making in Iran, now that peace 
talks have stalled. 

And at home his support has 
collapsed as disapproval ratings 
reach new heights. 

Last Sunday, he announced 
that the US would lead a naval 
operation to free ships trapped in 
the Strait of Hormuz. 

“We have told these countries 
that we will guide their ships 
safely out of these restricted 
waterways, so that they can 
freely and ably get on with 
their business,” he said. And he 
promised to deal “forcefully” with 
any interference to the operation. 

But the Iranian military has 
been clear that it will attack any 
US or other armed forces entering 
the Strait. 

Trump started the war two 
months ago with a call for regime 
change. But his war has only 
strengthened the hand of the 
Iranian regime, which has fought 
back with low cost drones and 
online propaganda videos. 

Iran now charges fees of up 
to £1.5 million each for the 
small number of vessels it allows 
through the Strait. 

Officials in the capital Tehran 
are talking about a “new maritime 
regime,” where Iran maintains 

control of the Strait of Hormuz 
even after the end of the conflict.

 War has also diminished 
anti-government protests within 
Iran, which has executed at least 
25 political prisoners since the 
middle of March.

Resistance
 The resistance from the Iranian 
military has humbled the world’s 
most powerful superpower.

 Yet Trump continues to defend 
his adventures in the Middle 
East. He recently told supporters, 
“I did something that was, I don’t 
know, foolish, brave, but it was 
smart,” before adding, “I would 
do it again”.

 He has said that the war is 
worth the economic pain it causes 
if it stops Iran from getting a 

nuclear weapon. And he has even 
referenced past disasters in Iraq 
and Vietnam to try to reassure the 
US population that this war has 
been going on “not very long at 
all” in comparison.  

The war has cost over  
£18 billion so far. And ordinary 
Americans continue to feel the 
squeeze. Petrol prices shot up 
by more than 30 cents (about 24 
pence) per gallon in the last week 
alone.

 New polls show that Trump’s 
disapproval rating is now at  
62 percent—the worst it has been 
for all of his two terms in office. 

Some 66 percent disapproved 
of his handling of the Iran war 
and 76 percent disapproved of 
his handling of the cost of living 
crisis. 

On the border, and immigration 
in general, people still 
disapproved of Trump—but not to 
the same extent. Some 45 percent 
of people polled approved of 
Trump’s border policies, while  
56 percent disapproved.

 Trump may be tempted to 
look to a further crackdown on 
migration in order to shore up 
his support. So it is significant 
that union-led May Day protests 
were the biggest they have been 
for years. And that they linked the 
fight against Ice to opposition to 
war and billionaires.
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DEMONSTRATORS IN Los Angeles demanded migrant rights and an end to the war in Iran 

Hundreds of ships are still trapped in 
the Strait of Hormuz

Protesters in New York
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WHAT WE THINK

STARMER’S LAST STAND

THE LABOUR Party was facing a catastrophic defeat in 
this week’s local elections as Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday afternoon. And a group of backbench 
Labour MPs were considering writing an open letter 
demanding the leader’s resignation after Thursday’s vote.

 Elections expert John Curtice predicts that the chance of Keir 
Starmer leading Labour into the next election “is very low indeed”. 
He says that the local elections could be the worst ever for both 
Labour and the Conservatives, as Reform UK and the Green Party 
sweep up votes.

Labour is on course for humiliation in the Welsh parliamentary 
election—with no chance of recovery in Scotland.  

Its only lifeline is that people might vote for it to stop Reform 
UK. When voters are forced to choose between one or the other, 
some 40 percent say they would prefer Labour. 

This is more out of fear of Reform UK than enthusiasm for 
Labour. When Nigel Farage says he wants to bring Ice to Britain’s 
streets, it weakens his support.

 But Labour has done nothing to address the anger that many 
working class people face as food prices skyrocket and pay stagnates.

 Rather than acting as a bulwark against the far right, Labour’s 
racism fuels its growth. When Labour boasts about deporting 
60,000 people, it legitimises the ideas of Reform UK.

 The real question for the MPs plotting against Starmer is who 
will replace him? The lack of an obvious candidate is one reason 
the prime minister has been able to cling on to office even in the 
wake of the Peter Mandelson scandal.

 The Blairite health secretary Wes Streeting is apparently 
preparing a bid for office. But he has presided over an NHS crisis 
where doctors are leaving the profession and millions of people 
are stuck on waiting lists. And Streeting’s close relationship with 
Mandelson means he is just as mired in scandal as Starmer is.

 The soft left’s answer is Angela Rayner or Greater Manchester 
mayor Andy Burnham—if a Labour MP steps aside to let him stand.

 The likes of Burnham could offer some rhetorical support 
for left wing policies. For example he called for a £40 billion 
programme of social housing. And he said last year that Britain is 
“in hock to the bond markets”, in other words he suggested he 
wants to borrow and spend more.

For trade union leaders who want to back Labour, a change at 
the top could win back some of their support. 

But Burnham has rushed to reassure city traders that he didn’t 
mean what he said about the bond markets. He has clarified that 
he supports Starmer’s and chancellor Rachel Reeves’s self-imposed 
“fiscal rules” that see them push austerity mark 2. 

Whatever happens this week, socialists can’t rely on Labour. We 
will need to organise the fightback against austerity and racism on 
the streets and picket lines.

CAN POLANSKI PERSIST?

WHEN ZACK Polanski won the Green Party 
leadership, the media was alarmed just as it was 
when Jeremy Corbyn became Labour leader.

And now they’re trying to sink Polanski with the same playbook 
used against Corbyn—antisemitism smears.

It’s harder for those lies to stick against Polanski, who is the only 
current Jewish leader of a political party in Britain.

But the Greens are under the same pressures as Corbyn was to 
make concessions and shift rightwards.

Polanski got in hot water for a social media post he shared 
after the Golders Green stabbings last week. It said cops were 
“repeatedly and violently kicking a mentally ill man in the head 
when he was already incapacitated by Taser”.

There was nothing wrong with what he said about the Met, a 
police force repeatedly found to be “institutionally racist”.

But Labour, the police and the mainstream media went for 
Polanski because he opposes the false conflation between 
antisemitism and opposition to Israel’s genocide.

Polanski ended up apologising, in a sign of the pressure he’s under.
This pressure comes from electoralism, the idea that change 

comes through parliament and elections.  
And it will only intensify when and where the Greens take 

control of local councils.
Polanski should stand firm and resist calls to water down the 

Greens’ message.

Vote for Palestine hunger 
striker standing for election
by CAMILLA ROYLE

IN FINSBURY Park, north London, 
Amu Gib is running in the local 
council election from their prison 
cell. 

Amu was arrested and imprisoned 
for their alleged involvement in a 
break-in at RAF Brize Norton, which 
facilitates flights to RAF Akrotiri in 
Cyprus. Surveillance drones from 
Cyprus have aided Israel’s genocide 
in Gaza and attacks on Lebanon. 

They have been on remand at HMP 
Bronzefield, in Surrey, since July 2025 
and await trial next January. Last year 
Amu risked their life by taking part in 
a hunger strike for 49 days. 

A spokesperson for Amu Gib for 
Finsbury Park told Socialist Worker, 
“The election campaign has put the 
question of Palestine on the ballot 
paper in a very literal way.” 

They explained that, in Islington, 
with a Labour-run council, “Voters 
have a clear choice. Do they back 
Amu, who is in jail because Keir 
Starmer wants to silence people who 
resist war and genocide? Or stick with 
Labour? 

“We are also making clear that 
Donald Trump and Binyamin 
N e t a n y a h u ’ s  l a t e s t  b o m b -
ing campaigns, against Iran and 
Lebanon, aim at nothing less than 
the dismantling of both states. Israeli 
ministers have openly boasted that 
neighbourhoods of Beirut will soon 
look like the destroyed towns and 
cities of Gaza.”

The campaign demands welfare 
not warfare. It highlights how one 
in three children in the Finsbury 
Park ward live in poverty and a third 
of residents live in overcrowded  
housing. Yet there is always more 
money for war. 

BAE systems made record  
profits of £3.3 billion last year. Its 

profits have been boosted by Starmer’s  
government buying nuclear-armed 
F-35 fighter jets. 

One of the campaign’s demands is 
that the local Whittington Hospital 
should not adopt software from  
surveillance company Palantir or give 
the company access to health data. 

Palantir technology is used by 
the Israeli military and in Trump’s 
offensive against migrants. The 
company charges public sector 
organisations £3 million per year to 
use its software.

Dignity 
The spokesperson said, “The campaign 
is fighting for homes with dignity, 
to end evictions, hold landlords to 
account and for real social housing.”

They explained that the campaign 
wants to open youth spaces and fund 
mutual aid. It wants to improve access 
to education for all including training 

more special educational needs and 
disabilities (Send) educators. 

They said, “Anti-racism is also at 
the heart of our election campaign. 
We can stop the racists who want to 
rip apart our communities through 
deportations and division.

“We want to expose how the  
criminal justice and prison system is 
utterly broken. It destroys lives, fails 
victims of violence and abuse, and has  
criminalised thousands of people for 
political dissent.”

They added, “We have met 
many residents who are back-
ing Amu’s campaign. They want 
to see real change and are sick of 
Starmer. People are furious that they 
are living in damp, overcrowded  
housing while the government spends 
billions on another war.”

A vote for Amu would be a blow to 
Western imperialism and the British 
state’s complicity in it.

AMU GIB is still being held on remand at HMP Bronzefield	

Police crackdown on Take Back Power
POLICE RAIDED a workshop 
on non-violent direct action in 
Hyde Park, central London, last 
Saturday. 

Cops arrested an activist 
during the workshop organised 
by Take Back Power, a group that 
campaigns against inequality.

Take Back Power said, “Maybe 
if the Metropolitan police spent 
less time going after ordinary 
people peacefully standing against 
inequality, and more time going 
after billionaire tax evaders and 
corrupt politicians, we wouldn’t 
have four million children in 
poverty.”

The arrests came as Take Back 
Power staged actions to demand 
more taxes on the super-rich. 

The group said, “This week, 
supporters of Take Back Power 
are in London targeting the 
luxury lifestyle of the super-rich, 
occupying Ferrari car dealerships 
and high-end stores like Harrods.”

They added, “No one should 
have to put their kids to bed 
hungry while the super-rich are 
pocketing billions. And until 
this is our reality, we will keep 
engaging in non-violent action 
to take back our wealth and our 

democracy from the super-rich.” 
This is the second time in less 

than a month that police have 
targeted Take Back Power. 

In London, police arrived at a 
community centre on Saturday  
19 April. They arrested six 
people as they were taking part 
in a non‑violence training event. 
They also shut down an event 
in Falmouth, in Cornwall, and 
raided a training event in Salford, 
Greater Manchester, arresting 
seven people. 

The latest arrests are in 
the same week that Labour is 
exploiting a horrific antisemitic 
attack in north London to repress 
Palestine marches. 

Trade unions should stand 
with Take Back Power and all 
those facing repression from 
the British state. A desperate 
Labour government is ramping up 
authoritarianism as it tanks in the 
polls and pushes austerity mark 2. 

Activist arrested in Hyde Park 

Socialist Worker 	 6 May 2026



Freedom for Iran must 
and will come from below
I AM an Iranian Marxist 
activist, a former political 
prisoner of the Islamic 
Republic and I was a 
participant in the Iranian 
Revolution of 1979. 

The Islamic Republic 
faces one of the deepest 
crises of legitimacy in its 
history. In December 
2025 and January 2026 
massive, nationwide 
protests against the 
regime erupted. 

The Iranian people face 
two oppressive forces—
dictatorship at home and 
the threat of imperialist 
war. Neither represents a 
path to liberation. 

What the Iranian 
struggle needs is 
international solidarity 
from workers’ 
movements. 

Intensifying
The future of Iran must 
not be decided in 
Washington, Tel Aviv or 
any other foreign capital. 
It must be decided by the 
people of Iran 
themselves. 

One reality is becoming 
increasingly clear—anger 
toward the US and 
Western intervention is 
intensifying. This is 
rooted in long and bitter 

experience of imperial 
domination. 

When people face the 
prospect of bombs, 
sanctions and military 
aggression, survival itself 
becomes the central 
political question. 

The absence of mass 
protests against the 
government during the 
war should not be 
interpreted as support for 
the regime. Rather, it 
reflects widespread 
recognition that the first 
enemy at the gates is 
imperialist war. 

The Iranian people are 
not passive spectators in 

their own history. 
They have repeatedly 

demonstrated, through 
uprisings and waves of 
workers’ struggle, that 
they are capable of 
fighting both tyranny at 
home and imperial 
domination abroad.

It is a necessary 
condition for the Iranian 
people to determine their 
own future, free from 
foreign intervention, 
military threats and the 
cynical manipulation of 
their struggles by global 
powers.

Behrouz Jalilian
Sydney, Australia

Confronting 
Restore
RUPERT LOWE’S Restore 
Britain Party was dealt 
a blow by Lancaster and 
Morecambe Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) last week. 

Their meeting was 
abruptly ended by 
protesters who called out 
their racism and lies.

We also demanded the 
removal of a governor of 
a local academy who had 
organised the meeting.

Due to their hurried 
departure, they left behind 
a copy of their campaign 
schedule that suggests 
they are targeting the 
parliamentary ward of 
Lancaster and Wyre. As 
there were only 15 of them, 
it is likely that this is also a 
recruitment campaign.  

There are no elections in 
Lancaster and Morecambe 
this May with the exception 
of a district council election 
in which Reform UK but not 
Restore Britain are standing. 

Our obvious focus 
nationally in the local 
May elections must be on 
stopping Nigel Farage’s 
Reform UK. But we need 
to be prepared to oppose 
Restore Britain as well. 

Lancaster and 
Morecambe SUTR members 
are using the information 
in the schedule to prepare 
a counter-protest and 
leafleting opposing Restore 
Britain as soon as they set 
foot in our neighbourhoods.

Audrey Glover 
 Co-convenor of Lancaster and 

Morecambe SUTR

AI’s band of warring 
brothers open new rift
THE CONFLICT between 
Elon Musk and OpenAI is 
a perfect example of a 
“band of warring 
brothers”. This is where 
unity among powerful 
actors gives way to rivalry 
under economic pressure. 

The latest legal drama 
reflects competing 
factions seeking 
advantage in a stagnating 
and highly competitive 
global system. 

Musk accuses OpenAI of 
abandoning its founding 
mission in pursuit of 
profit. OpenAI defends its 
shift to a for-profit model 
as necessary to secure the 
vast capital required to 
compete. 

It’s a perfect example of 
how cooperation between 
the ruling class is only 
temporary. The tech bros 
shifted from collaboration 
to conflict as AI became 
central to economic and 
strategic power. 

The trial is part of a 
struggle over control of a 
transformative technology

Each side claims to act 
in the broader interest 
while pursuing its own 
advantage, highlighting 
the tensions and 
contradictions at the very 
heart of capitalism. 

Let’s take advantage of 
the cracks at the top!

 Geraldine M
East London

Razzled 
Rayner?
DAILY MAIL columnist Dan 
Hodges says Angela Rayner 
should never become 
prime minister—because 
he saw her drunk. 

There are plenty of 
reasons why she shouldn’t 
be PM. Rayner’s supporters 
present her as a “working 
class voice”—and she was 
a teaching assistant and a 
Unison union member.

But, as a Unison friend 
of mine told me, she always 
sided with the right wing 
leadership to get ahead in 
the Labour Party. 

There’s nothing wrong 
with getting a bit squiffy—
Hodges can bore off.

Julia Ryder
Worcestershire
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Cracks in the system 
widen after Opec exit
WE DON’T know how the Iran War will be settled. But 
it is already evident that it is an event of world-historic 
significance. 

A middle-ranking power fought two military giants—the 
US and Israel—to a standstill. There could be no clearer sign 
of the shifting balance of economic and military power and 
of the resulting decline of US imperialism.

We are beginning to see the geopolitical consequences.
Last week, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) announced 

it is leaving the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (Opec). 

Saudi Arabia, Opec’s leader, and UAE are the two leading 
Gulf states. Like the others, they are autocracies hugely 
enriched by their fossil fuel reserves and traditionally heavily 
dependent on US military protection.

But there are growing antagonisms between the Saudis 
and the Emiratis. As the Gulf became a major centre of 
global capitalism, the UAE transformed itself into a crucial 
transport, leisure and financial hub. Consequently, it has a 
more diversified economy than Saudi Arabia, which remains 
heavily dependent on oil.

Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) aims 
to reduce this dependence. But he needs to keep the oil price 
relatively high—around £60 a barrel—to fund the necessary 
investment. This means committing Opec to restricting oil 
production to bolster prices. 

Leaving Opec will free the Emiratis to boost production. 
In 2024, the Saudis passed laws aimed at forcing 

multinationals to move their regional headquarters to Saudi 
territory as a condition of bidding for government contracts. 
This is a threat to the ultra-corporate UAE city-state of Dubai.

Competing
But the conflict is just as much the geopolitical as the 
economic. Saudi Arabia and the UAE are sub-imperialisms 
competing to dominate their broader region. 

They back different sides in the brutal wars tearing apart 
Yemen and Sudan. At the end of last year, the Saudis forced 
the UAE to withdraw its troops from Yemen, which borders 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Iran War has exacerbated this conflict. Iranian missiles 
and drones targeted all the Gulf states. But the UAE was hit by 
over 2,800 missiles and drones, far more than anywhere else. 

This reflects the UAE’s closeness to the US and Israel. It 
was one of only four Muslim states that signed the 2020 
Abraham Accords recognising Israel. 

Collaboration with Israel has increased since. According 
to the Financial Times newspaper, Israel rushed weapons 
systems and personnel to the UAE to defend it from Iranian 
bombardment. “It’s not a small number of boots on the 
ground,” someone in the know says. Emirati aircraft may 
have taken part in bombing Iran.

The Saudis, by contrast, aspire to lead the Muslim world. 
The Gaza genocide has therefore made it impossible for MBS 
to recognise Israel. 

Binyamin Netanyahu’s regional war drive has prompted 
Saudi Arabia to sign a defence pact with Pakistan. It may 
hope this link with a nuclear power will deter Israel. 

Pakistan has been brokering peace talks between the US 
and Iran. Meanwhile, the Saudis have been pushing the 
ceasefire in Lebanon. Turkey and Egypt, like the Saudis, are 
increasingly wary of Israel. 

On the other hand, the UAE’s break with Opec suggests 
it is tightening its links to the US and Israel. It showed 
its annoyance with Pakistan’s peace-brokering role by 
cancelling a £2.5 billion loan. This was immediately replaced 
by Saudi Arabia. 

One of the Trump administration’s more coherent objectives 
is to increase the share of global oil and gas production under 
US control, to boost output and cut prices. The Emiratis’ plans 
to “drill, baby, drill” are music to Donald Trump’s ears. 

The US military’s failure to protect Washington’s Arab 
clients in the Gulf is encouraging them to look elsewhere. 
Pakistan is a longstanding ally of China. The Saudis, while 
not breaking with the US, have drawn closer to China and 
work with Russia in the extended Opec+ cartel, which adds 
an additional ten oil-producing countries. 

Meanwhile Pakistan’s regional rival India strongly backed 
the US-Israeli campaign against Iran. These aren’t crystallised 
blocs yet, but the fractures in the global system are widening.
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South Africa’s 
poorest resist 
eviction law 
crackdown
General Alfred Moyo, a South African 
socialist, spoke to Camilla Royle 
about the law and resistance to it   
WHEN APARTHEID ended in 
1994, South Africa’s new African 
National Congress (ANC)  
government promised housing 
for all. 

Now an ANC-led government 
wants to make it easier to evict the 
poorest and most marginalised from 
their homes. 

A proposed amendment to the 
Pie—Prevention of Illegal Eviction—
Act gives the state and private prop-
erty owners more powers to remove 
people who occupy land.

People accused of inciting 
occupations face a fine equiva-
lent to nearly £90,000, a prison  
sentence or both. 

This is meant to target slum  
landlords. But it will also impact 
community organisations and 
people attempting to organise their 
own housing.

General Alfred Moyo is an 
organiser of Kopanang Africa 
Against Xenophobia and part of the 
Keep Left socialist group. 

He told Socialist Worker, “The 
amendment will strengthen evic-
tions, do away with the legal 
requirements for evicting some-
one from their home and crimi-
nalise activists, movements and 
organisers.”

“The promises of a better life for 
all never arrived. People are still 
homeless and still without land.”

Occupations
South African government figures 
state there are around 3,400 infor-
mal settlements housing 12 percent 
of the population. Some are home 
to hundreds of households.

“Occupations happen where 
people find themselves homeless”, 
said General. “They get together to 
occupy a piece of land that’s vacant. 
They regard that piece of land as 
their own.

“Now the state is coming down 
hard on those who are taking back 
the land. 

“It’s land that was taken from the 
marginalised and the poor during 
the colonial years. 

“Those gains of the past are now 
being reversed by the democratic 
government.”

Since 2024, a Government of 
National Unity (GNU), including the 

ANC and the blatantly pro-capitalist 
Democratic Alliance (DA), has been 
in office in South Africa. 

The DA twice tried to introduce 
similar legislation against land 
occupations in the past, but it was 
defeated.

General said that the pressure to 
drive black people out of their homes 
comes from the US. 

He said, “Donald Trump has been 
pushing this idea that black people 
are taking the white farmers’ land. 
The government is listening to the 
demands from the White House”.

“This Act is expropriation with-
out compensation. There is no way 
that the GNU, with the support of 
the imperialist West, would expro-
priate the land that is in the hands 
of the white minority.”

Coalition 
A coalition of forces including 
the shack dwellers organisation 
Abahlali baseMjondolo are oppos-
ing the amendments. 

The Saftu independent trade 
union federation and the Giwusa 
union have also come out against it.

General said, “We have estab-
lished an anti-Pie Act Amendment 
coalition with movements across 
different provinces of South Africa.

“We are reaching out to com-
munities and mobilising communi-
ties. On May Day I addressed the 
Saftu trade union federation on this 
matter at a rally in Johannesburg.

“The labour movement also faces 
attacks. They are opposing the 
Labour Law Amendment Act.

“So we are organising and 
coming together—a united front of 
labour unions and civil society and 
NGOs that defend homeless people.

“We are pushing back against 
the rise of the right and xenopho-
bia directed at migrants that we see 
in South Africa.

“We are agreed on the principles 
that we will oppose any element of 
xenophobia. Those are things that 
are dividing us and that we are 
challenging.”

Campaigners are planning a day 
of action for 16 June. It is the 50th 
year anniversary of the Soweto 
Uprising, a youth revolt and state 
massacre in Johannesburg during 
apartheid. 

Workers flood French streets on 1 May 
by PAT MEUSEL

SOME 300,000 people marched 
on the streets of France for May 
Day. The biggest demonstration 
was in Paris, with 100,000 
turning out.  

The marches took place as 
the French government pushes 
through austerity and the cost of 
living crisis deepens.

Anti-racist activists in Marche 
des Solidarités along with anti-
imperialists in Urgence Palestine 
built a 3,000-strong bloc under 
the banner, “International 
solidarity, resistance everywhere.”

Mathieu, from the anti-racist 
campaign group Marche des 
Solidarités, spoke to Socialist 
Worker from Paris.

He noted the militant mood 
on the day, saying, “There’s a 
feeling that we have in front of 
us huge difficulties like fascism, 
racism, war. But, even if our 
enemies are strong, we are 
stronger if we organise.” 

This mood builds on the 
success of big mobilisations in 
recent months against the far 
right and fascists.

And anti-fascists continue to 
counter that threat.

“Today is great. But we have 
an important demo on 9 May 
here in Paris,” Mathieu added.

Fascists have taken to the 
streets of France every year 
since 1994, when one of their 

thugs died on a fascist demo. 
“This is not the far right that is 
trying to look respectable, to 
look electable. These are the real 
Nazis, with swastikas and all,” 
Mathieu emphasised.

Confidence
For years the fascists have been 
able to take the streets with little 
or no opposition.

But, confidence is growing on 
the anti-fascist side. “This year 
we won an argument with a lot 
of people around us that when 
fascists take the streets, we have 
to block them,” Mathieu said.

Marche des Solidarités handed 
out over 10,000 leaflets for their 
counter-demo.

“It’s an opportunity to launch 
a campaign in time for the 

presidential election and to 
say that in every city we have 
to block the fascists, both the 
Nazis on the streets and the 
Rassemblement National party,” 
Mathieu argued. 

On a day celebrating the 
struggles of workers worldwide, 
activists in France drew 
inspiration from Britain and the 
US.

“We talked a lot about what 
Stand Up to Racism and what 
Together did in London on 28 
March, what people are doing in 
Minneapolis,” Mathieu said.

“It’s an international struggle. 
When we win in London, when 
we win in Minneapolis, it shows 
that we can win in Paris as well. 
And when we fight in Paris, we 
know we fight alongside you.”

ACTIVISTS CAMPAIGNING against a proposed amendment that would make evictions easier 	

The Paris protest—over 320 demonstrations took place across France
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U
P TO two million workers 
in Britain began nine 
days of strikes 100 years 
ago this week.

The General Strike of 
1926 wasn’t for higher 

wages or shorter days—it was an act of 
solidarity with over a million striking 
miners. 

It could have won, but went down to 
defeat at the hands of the union leaders.

To mark the centenary, Judy Cox and 
Charlie Kimber have written Revisiting 
The General Strike 1926—When 
Workers Were Ready to Dare. 

Why is the book relevant to the 
“Palestine generation”?
CK: We’re looking at a world in deep 
crisis. The threat of war, climate 
disaster, the rise of racism and fascism 
and systematic poverty affect millions 
of people. 

The central question is, what social 
force can transform this horror into 
a society that works for the majority 
and uses people’s energy and talents 
positively. 

There is a big argument about 
whether the working class is still 
powerful.  

The General Strike is an example of 
the militancy, class consciousness and 
the organisational capacity of workers. 

The most important element to 
grasp is the potential of the working 
class to change the world. 

JC: Researching this book put flesh on 
the bones of an argument. 

The General Strike shows that 
working class people change 
in struggle and are capable of 
extraordinary achievements. And it 
shows how that process developed.

It’s also a continuation of working 
class activism of the 19th century. 

These people were prepared to 
fight against enslavement, to fight for 
democracy and reforms that wouldn’t 
necessarily benefit them, but they 
knew would encourage resistance to 
the system as a whole. 

I think that’s a strong element of the 
events of 1926.

What did the strike reveal about the 
militancy of the workers?
JC: I think a very strong element 
of the book is that it challenges the 
conventional view of the strike. 

Our comrades Tony Cliff and Donny 
Gluckstein wrote a great book about 
the General Strike in 1986, just after 
the defeat of the Great Miners’ Strike 
of 1984-5. 

They emphasised how trade union 
leaders always sell workers out—
which is true. But we emphasise the 
self-activity of the strikers, the new 
organisations they created, and how 
they could have won. 

We show how, far from being a 
genial, moderate experience, the strike 
was riven with violence. 

This violence was inherited from 
the First World War and ruling class 
offensives. 

People were recovering from the 
trauma of the war and had experienced 
incredible violence. 

But there was also the violence that 
working class people had to use to 
defend their way of life.  

There’s a great quote in the book 
that says women in the Rhondda Valley 
in Wales were “ambidextrous”— “They 
can throw rocks at scabs just as well 
with their left hands as with their 
right.” 

Women defied convention by 
intimidating scabs and confronting the 
police. 

Women put their babies down in 
front of buses and lay down in front of 
buses, and when the bus stopped, they 
dragged the scab driver off and beat 
them up. 

The General Strike lasted for nine 
days, but the miners were locked 
out for a further seven months after 
refusing to accept a pay cut and an 
hour on the day. 

So it was in mining communities 
that you saw the biggest changes 
between men and women, brought 
about by women’s activism. 

These were quite conservative 
communities. After the First World 
War, many women were getting into 
work, exploring new freedoms. But 
in the mining communities it was still 
very traditional. 

So, it’s even more impressive that 
miners’ wives and families took the 
militant action they did. 

Some of the pit villagers, really 
interestingly, turned traditions that 
had been used to humiliate “wayward 
women” into rituals to punish scabs. 

Even though it was an incredibly 
difficult situation, women found a 
new sense of collective confidence and 
power. 

A lot of literature at the time 
dealt with women—the changing 
relationships between men and 
women, women’s growing confidence. 

CK: The General Strike punctured the 
myth that the English would never be 
part of a revolutionary movement. 

If you look at the best examples of the 
councils of action, you really see how 
people organised in a way that went 
beyond the normal bounds of capitalist 
life and exploitation. 

All of this shatters the idea that 
the British were quiescent and non-
revolutionary. 

But the history has been hidden. One 
of the functions of the ruling class—
and its media, its academia and its 
education system—is to systematically 
obfuscate and suppress the knowledge 
that you can change the world. 

JC: The parallels with state violence 
today are quite obvious. And we should 
remember that the embryonic fascist 
movement was also active at this time. 

The first fascist movement in Britain 
was set up in 1923. The threat of 
violence from the fascists was a latent 
theme. The government used the state 

We emphasise the 
self-activity of the 
strikers and the new 
organisations that 
they created 

‘‘ 

Yes, it was a defeat. But unless 
you also recognise the militancy, 
the potential, the transformative 
nature for many involved, you don’t 
understand it. 

A crucial thing is that everybody had 
known the strike was coming and the 
state was prepared. 

In June 1925, mine owners went 
on the offensive, threatening to slash 
miners’ wages and increase hours.

Miners and transport workers 
prepared to strike. The government 
and bosses backed down, agreeing 
to subsidise miners’ wages for nine 
months.

And the government used those 
nine months to bring in new laws, to 
brutally attack strikers and to arrange 
thousands of volunteer scabs. 

JC: It’s often the case that the moment 
of triumph is the seed of the next 
disaster. 

Having won this quite significant, 
albeit temporary, demand for 
subsidies, the TUC leadership decided 
that they could rest on their laurels. 

But the ruling class saw this as 
something that they had to discipline 
the working class for. 

Winston Churchill, who was 
chancellor at the time, said there was a 
need to “put the working class back in 
their kennels”.

Why did you feel it was important 
to discuss anti-colonial struggles 
and strikes in British colonies? 
JC: Britain was a colonial power. So 
what happened in Britain affected what 
happened in India, and particularly in 
Hong Kong—where there was a mass 
strike and anti-imperialist movement 
in 1925. 

You see these very poignant 
expressions of solidarity. We found 
reports on textile workers in India 
collecting money to send to strikers in 
Britain. 

This is a very powerful symbol. 
Even workers who’d suffered the 
brutality of the British Empire could 
see that international solidarity would 
benefit them, as well as the workers in 

Britain. 
CK: The empire was a factor in all 
British political calculations. But it’s 
not true that British workers were 
benefiting from this. They were 
engaged in class struggle with their 
rulers. 

The imperial powers were losing 
their hegemony and in decline. They 
were hitting out on the international 
stage and attacking their own working 
classes. 

You see an echo of that today with 
what’s happening in the US—it’s 
Venezuela, Iran, Gaza, and it’s Ice and 
the assault on working conditions. 

The argument for the general strike 
has been lost to an extent. But, just as 
we were finishing the book, there was 
the Italian general strike for Palestine, 
which showed how powerful this can 
be. 

And, of course, the action against Ice 
in Minneapolis, which although not a 
general strike, had workers taking up a 
political issue.  

We have to think about how we can 
best use our power. 

The great thing about a mass strike, 
when it is controlled from below, is 
that workers learn collectively who 
their friends and who their enemies 
are. 

It can be a potential solvent of 
sexism and homophobia and racism.

People can learn about their power, 
their ability to change the world, to 
organise, to construct new forms of 
democracy. There were glimpses of 
that in 1926.

The General Strike wasn’t a 
revolution, but it could have been a 
process towards a revolution. 

When people say, it couldn’t 
possibly happen again, they should 
consider that there are very big 
workforces today. 

There were a million miners, but 
there’s over a million workers in the 
NHS. The issues that led to 1926 are 
still present. 

If you want examples of the 
potential of workers to lead and to 
transform themselves in the course of 
transforming society, read the book.

Charlie Kimber supporting Palestine 
Action (top) Judy Cox speaking at 
Marxism Festival (above)

Revisiting the General Strike 
of 1926: When Workers Were 
Ready to Dare

NINE DAYS OF HOPE
THAT SHOOK THE WORLD
Authors Judy Cox and Charlie Kimber spoke to Frankie Murden about the General Strike of 1926— 
its militancy from below, its worldwide reach and its lessons for ‘Generation Palestine’ today 

to crush workers and to support scabs. 
They arrested huge numbers of people. 
They used political and industrial 
repression.

There’s a folk memory that you 
cannot trust these people—that 
the state is on the side of property, 
bosses and the ruling class, against 
any left-wing resistance, anti-colonial 
resistance, any resistance by women. 

And of course, it is against the mass 
resistance of working class people 
challenging the government and the 
bosses at the same time.  

Could you say a bit about how the 
strike ended?
CK: The Communist Party (CP) played 
an extraordinary role in the General 
Strike. 

It was incredibly well implanted in 
the working class. 

But the fate of the strike was 
conditioned by the degeneration of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. Because 
of this, the CP had abandoned its early 

principle of saying, “Don’t trust these 
left union leaders.”

It was also conditioned by the 
leaders of the TUC union federation 
and the Labour Party. 

They deliberately engineered the 
end of the General Strike, isolated 
the miners and ran away from 
confrontation with the ruling class.

It was a defeat, absolutely. But 
there were also traditions that were 
established that went on to encourage, 
develop and sustain further working 
class struggles. 

It’s also a story of resistance to 
defeat. We found telegrams from when 
the strike was called off by the TUC 
leaders. 

These show the rage, bitterness and 
fury of workers towards the union 
leadership. 

Famously, there were more people 
on strike on the day after it was called 
off than when the TUC had called them 
out. 

That’s very important to remember.  

By Charlie Kimber and Judy Cox  
Buy your copy for £11 from bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Scabs are the lowest of the low

British democracy in action—an armoured car on the streets of London

THE GENERAL STRIKE OF 1926 
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kind of the Tommy Robinson 
movement of its day. 

Equiano moved his family 
to Cambridgeshire, where 
the abolition movement was 
strong, to keep them safe. 
After his death, the local 
people adopted his daughter. 

That’s something we can 
learn from. We did it then. We 
can do that sort of thing now.

What about the 
resistance of 
enslaved people 
themselves?
THE WAY the story’s told, if 
it’s told at all, is that it was 
just rebellions. So you get 
the idea that enslaved people 
either worked or they rebelled. 
And that there was nothing in 
between.

But there was whole range 
of ways in which they resisted, 
from go slows to running 
away.

The resistance was highly 
organised. The Baptist War 
or Sam Sharpe’s Rebellion in 
Jamaica in 1831, for example.

That had a very proletarian 
character. It was effectively a 
general strike.   

So they did take every 
opportunity they could. And 
it was very often that the 
rebellions themselves were 
politically motivated because 
many of the enslaved workers 
could read and write.

And they were aware of 
debates that were going on in 
Britain. 

I think that it’s quite 
interesting that there was 
a rebellion in 1816 in the 
Caribbean. And there were 
also the Bread or Blood Riots 
that same year in Norfolk, for 
example.

Can you say 
something about 
the legacy of 
slavery and the 
argument for 
reparations today?
Those who suffered and 
are still suffering from 
exploitation, racism and 
trauma need to be the ones 
who decide what should be 
done about it. 

That is the important thing 
to me. 

As the old saying goes, 
nothing about us without us.

Reform UK’s Zia Yusuf 
wants to stop issuing visas 
to people from countries 
that demand reparations for 

Abolitionist and 
radical Olaudah 
Equiano (top) Sam 
Sharpe leader of a 
slave rebellion in 
British controlled 
Jamaica (above)

What is the main 
argument of your 
book?
TO POINT out that 
the wealth piled up by 
enslaving, looting, land 
grabbing and murdering 
in Africa, Asia and the 
Americas flowed back to 
Britain and was turned into 
capital here. 

The general idea is 
to say that the people 
who made money out of 
slavery were basically the 
same people who were 
oppressing the working 
class in this country at the 
same time. 

One of the most 
notorious profiteers from 
slavery was the Duchess of 
Sutherland, who Karl Marx 
wrote about in his book 
Capital. She had something 
like 800,000 acres of 
common land cleared. And 
she drove 15,000 people 
off it.

The money to fund all 
of this was wrapped up 
in the business of slavery. 
She’d inherited £5,000 
(over £5 million in today’s 
money) from one of her 
grandfathers, who owned 
plantations in Jamaica. She 
also hypocritically condemned 
slavery in the US.

How did the 
profits from 
slavery finance the 
development of 
capitalism?
TAKE JAMES Watt, the 
inventor of the steam engine. 

He was the son of a West 
Indian merchant and slave 
trader. Watt himself worked 
for his father as a mercantile 
agent in Glasgow in the 
1750s.

And among the customers 
for his steam engines were 
Caribbean plantation owners 
who processed sugarcane. 

And it’s the fossil-fuel 
driven steam engine that 
starts industrial capitalism 
down the path that leads 
to the crisis of climate 
catastrophe we’re facing 
today. 

How do you bust 
the myths about 
the abolitionist 
movement?
IT IS certainly true that 
leading abolitionists, 
particularly William 
Wilberforce, wanted the 
abolition of the slave trade 
and then of slavery. 

But what he didn’t want 
was for any radical change 
or reform to be brought into 
Britain. 

So while he’s instrumental 
in the passing of the 1833 
Slavery Abolition Act, at the 
same time he’s voting for laws 
that made it much harder for 
working people to organise 
in this country, against the 

setting up of trade unions, for 
example.

What about the 
more radical 
sections of the 
abolitionist 
movement?
THE ORGANISED working 
class in this country has, 
from the outset, opposed the 
enslavement of Africans.

One of the first abolitionist 
petitions was started by 

the Manchester Society for 
Constitutional Information in 
1787. 

Petitioning became an 
important tactic, not only 
against slavery. 

It was also used by many 
other radical and working class 
causes, such as parliamentary 
reform.

And the first genuine, 
independent organisations of 
workers in Britain, the London 
Corresponding Society and the 
Sheffield Cutlers who were 
steel workers, were publicly 

and resolutely opposed to 
slavery.

People like Thomas 
Hardy, leader of the London 
Corresponding Society, were 
absolutely clear that to get 
reform in Britain, you needed 
to have reform everywhere. 

In those days that was 
actually quite a radical 
demand.

The government recognised 
as much. Thomas Hardy was 
put on trial for high treason. 
But despite threats from 
the judge, the jury failed 
to convict him and he was 
released to public rejoicing. 

The government then 
brought in tougher laws 
against sedition and treason, 
which Wilberforce, of course, 
voted for. 

Can you tell me 
more about the size 
and scale of the 
movement against 
slavery in Britain?
IT WAS a mass movement. 
In Sheffield in 1794 there 
was a mass meeting held, the 
largest ever in the town. And 
it called for the total abolition 

of slavery. 
This is at a time when 

Wilberforce and his followers 
were merely calling for the 
end of the slave trade.

During the campaign for 
the abolition of slavery, more 
workers in Britain signed 
petitions against slavery than 
signed the People’s Charter of 
1838.

What role did the 
Lancashire textile 
workers play?

THE civil war erupted in the 
US in 1861, with slavery at its 
heart.

Thousands of textile 
workers in Lancashire 
supported the blockade of 
cotton produced in the slave 
states, even though it often 
meant they were thrown out 
of work. 

And even though they were 
suffering through a famine.  

And it was important for a 
number of reasons. 

At the time, it went a great 
way to preventing the ruling 
class in Britain from siding 
openly with the Confederacy. 

The Lancashire textile 
workers, that’s perhaps the 
high point of working-class 
internationalism in Britain. 
There are other examples of 
solidarity.

Olaudah Equiano, the 
African abolitionist, stayed for 
a while with Hardy, the leader 
of the London Corresponding 
Society. 

In fact, it was Equiano who 
put the society in touch with 
the Sheffield Cutlers. 

When he was touring the 
country campaigning against 
enslavement, his family were 
living in London. 

They were threatened 
by a Church and King mob, 

Steve Cushion, author of Slavery in the British Empire and its 
Legacy in the Modern World, spoke to Pat Meusel about his 
research and the battles still being fought 

The Lancashire 
textile workers 
provided an 
inspiring example 
of solidarity and 
internationalism

‘‘ 
Duchess of  Sutherland

ENGRAVING OF Nat Turner leading a slave rebellion in Virginia in 1831

slavery. They’d start with those 
countries, but they’d love to 
ban all foreigners from coming 
here. 

I say foreigners in the 
broadest sense of the term, 
but I think it’s clear they’re 
attacking black people in 
particular. 

Nigel Farage, Reform UK 
and Robinson, they are the 
enemies of the working class, 
generally. 

They are servants of big 
business in their own different 
ways. 

And the racism that they’re 
kicking up, it’s making the 
world a more dangerous 
place for people of colour, 
immigrants and refugees.

But we mustn’t forget that 
the Labour government is 
using the state in exactly the 
same way. 

So the stuff that Shabana 
Mahmood says, if they put 
a Reform sticker on it, you’d 
think it was a Reform party 
political broadcast.  

But on Reform, I think it’s 
quite interesting that Reform 
felt the need to talk about 
reparations. 

That means the reparations 
movement is starting to get 
somewhere.

CAPITALISM, 
SLAVERY AND 
A LEGACY OF 
RESISTANCE 

I
NTRO HERE. Intro here 
intro here. 

Copy here copy here 
copy here.

What do we mean by  
‘ultra-leftism’?

REVOLUTIONARY socialists 
are often accused of 
being “ultra-left”. 

Labour Party loyalists have 
used the accusation to smear 
socialists organising outside 
parliament. And trade union 
leaders have undermined 
militants by denouncing them 
as ultra-left.

But the idea of ultra-leftism 
began with the revolutionary 
Vladimir Lenin—someone 
Labour MPs and union 
bureaucrats would definitely 
dismiss as ultra-left. 

For Lenin, being ultra-left 
didn’t just mean being really 
radical—it meant being cut off 
from the working class.

Revolutionary socialists will 
always be a minority within 
the working class movement 
this side of a revolution.

The majority of workers 
accept aspects of capitalist 
ideology and “reformism”—
that they can win changes 
within the present system but 
can’t get rid of it entirely.

But struggle can 
radicalise people and build 
the self‑confidence and 
organisation of the class into a 
wider challenge to the system 
and state. 

Reformism
To achieve this, we have to 
maintain a firm adherence to 
Marxist principles alongside 
the closest possible links 
with the broader workers’ 
movement. 

Revolutionaries must be 
more politically advanced 
than most workers. They must 
challenge all bigotry, illusions 
in reformist leaders and 
general passivity. 

But we must not be so far 
ahead that we become isolated 
from the best militants. 

Take the need to build 
strikes over Donald Trump’s 
war and rising inflation. 
It’s no good just raising the 
slogan “general strike now” 
when that seems leaps ahead 
of what’s possible for most 
workers.

But nor should we march 
at the pace of the slowest 
sections of the movement, or 
be afraid of putting arguments 
that don’t immediately win a 
majority. We have to put an 
argument for strikes that goes 

beyond what the union leaders 
say and connects with the best 
militants. 

It’s a constant balancing 
act—what’s ultra-left one day 
can be conservative the next, 
for example.  

The most significant 
examples of ultra-leftism 
developed in the wake of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917.

Millions of workers 
embraced revolutionary 
politics, but millions more still 
looked to reformist leaders.

Revolutionaries set up an 
international organisation, 
the Comintern. Within it were 
several influential ultra-left 
groups and leaders, including 
the Italian Amadeo Bordiga 
and Sylvia Pankhurst. 

They were against 
working in trade unions and 
they refused to participate 
in elections. They were 
convinced that the majority of 
the working class shared their 
revolutionary ideas.

Lenin challenged them in 
his Left Wing Communism—
An Infantile Disorder, arguing 
Communists had to work in 
trade union and in elections.  

Lenin’s arguments carried 
the day and the positions of 
the “Left” Communists were 

rejected by the Comintern.  
The Comintern adopted 
the united front, which 
meant uniting in action with 
reformists, while arguing for 
revolutionary politics.

But a new form of 
ultra‑leftism developed as 
Joseph Stalin consolidated his 
power.

Communist parties were 
ordered to reject united action 
against the Nazis—reformists 
were dubbed “social fascists”. 
Communists were told to split 
from the trade unions to form 
“red” trade unions.

Confidence
Stalin then shifted towards 
the Popular Front—alliances 
between Communists, 
Social Democrats and liberal 
capitalist parties. In practice, it 
meant subordinating socialist 
politics to keep the most right 
wing elements on board. 

In June 1936, a Popular 
Front government was elected 
in France which raised 
workers’ expectations.  

The leaders of the trade 
unions and left parties 
derailed workers’ strikes to 
prop up the Popular Front. 
The Communists denounced 
those who opposed them as 
“ultra-left”. 

Today, there is a low level 
of class confidence and that 
creates challenges. 

For now, our task is 
winning a militant minority 
to struggle and to socialist 
politics. 

But that is linked to the 
project and vision of building 
a bigger organisation that 
appeals to and influences 
millions of workers.

AMADEO BORDIGA, ultra-left Italian Communist 

Uniting to fight, 
arguing for 
revolutionary  
politics  

‘‘ 

TEACH YOURSELF 
MARXISM
with Judy Cox 



Come to a socialist meeting near you
THE Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) 
has branches all over 
Britain. We meet 
most weeks, usually 
on a Wednesday or 
Thursday, to discuss 
politics and to plan 
activities.

The branch 
meeting normally 
has a speaker who 
opens a discussion 
in which all are free 
to join in.

Afterwards, we 
plan the party’s 
involvement in 
local and national 
movements.

Our meetings are 
open to the public 
and we encourage 
participation. 

For a local branch, 
look at the list and 
scan the QR code.

Scotland
lAberdeen
lDundee
lEdinburgh
lGlasgow North
lGlasgow South 

North
lLancaster and 
Morecambe
lManchester
lNewcastle
lLiverpool
lWigan

Yorkshire and 
Humberside
lBradford
lHuddersfield
lHull
lLeeds
lSheffield and 
South Yorkshire
lYork and 
Scarborough
lWakefield

Midlands
lBirmingham
lBlack Country
lCoventry
lCrewe and Stoke
lChesterfield
lDerby	
lLeicester
lNottingham

London
lHackney
lHaringey	
lIslington
lNewham 	
lSouth London 
lSouth East  
London
lTower Hamlets	
lWaltham Forest
lWest and North 
West London

South west
lBristol
lDevon and Exeter
lDorset

lPlymouth and 
Cornwall
lPortsmouth 

East and 
south east
lBrighton and Hove
lBournemouth
lCambridge
lColchester
lEastbourne
lHarlow
lHastings
lKent
lNorthampton
lNorwich and 
East Anglia
lOxford
lSouthend

Wales
lCardiff
lSwansea
lWest Wales 

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. 

We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 

We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.

To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp
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Revolutions Thwarted: 
Poland, South Africa, 
Iran, Brazil 
by John Rose, £12

Revisiting the General 
Strike of 1926
by Charlie Kimber 
and Judy Cox, £11

Breaking Our Chains: 
Women, Marxism and 
the Path to Liberation
by Sally Campbell, Sarah 
Bates and Judy Cox, £10

A People’s
History of the
Anti Nazi League
by Geoff Brown, £12

Palestine, Imperialism, 
and the Struggle 
for Freedom
by Philip Marfleet, £10
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New exhibition uncovers 
a century of struggles
“ T H E  ST R I K E  i s  t h e 
weapon of the oppressed”, 
sa id  Eugene V Debs, 
American socialist and 
striker. And using that 
weapon is the theme of 
a new exhibition at the 
brilliant People’s History 
Museum in Manchester. 

On the Line—100 Years of 
Strikes and Solidarity is just 
as good as it sounds.

The exhibition starts, of 
course, with the General 
Strike of 1926. 

This was a moment in 
which huge possibilities for 
radical change opened up, 
only to be crushed by the 
brutality of the state and the 
treachery of the trade union 
leaders (see pages 8&9.)

But, as the exhibition 
notes say, the lessons learnt 
in this bitter defeat would lay 
the groundwork for future 
strikes.

At the heart of many 
strikes is the battle for a 
living wage and for shorter 
working hours. 

But the late 1960s and 
1970s also saw strikes against 
racism in the workplace and 
for equal pay for women. 

The exhibition notes tell 
us, “The ways 

and places 
w h e r e 
p e o p l e 
work may 
h a v e 
changed, 
b u t 
s i m i l a r 

i s s u e s 
remain today. Inequality, 
d a n g e r o u s  w o r k i n g 
conditions, low wages and 
unfair contracts have not 
gone away.”

The exhibition highlights 
campa igns  by  women 
workers for equal pay. 

There are brilliant posters 
from the 1970s and a photo 
of the women who led the 
historic strike for equal pay 
at Ford Dagenham car plant 
in 1968.

A sizeable section of the 
exhibition is devoted to the 
Grunwick strike of 1976‑7. 

Here, a 
workforce 
of mainly 
A s i a n 
w o m e n 
took on their 
bosses, winning 
so l idar i ty  f rom 
the whole union 
movement. 

T h e r e  i s  a 
great poster from 
the time, in the 
style of the Red 
W e d g e  i m a g e 

f i r s t  c r e a t e d  b y  
El Lissitzky after the Russian 
Revolution. 

Other exhibits focus on the 
women’s faces, their joy and 
determination.

Other highlights include 
the fight to stop troops being 
used to scab on the Glasgow 
bin workers’ strike in 1975, 
and the huge campaign to 
free the Pentonville dockers 
in 1972. 

Five dockers were locked 
up in Pentonville 

f o r 
t h e i r 
refusal 

to obey 
a court 

order to 
stop picketing. 

An inspiring 
pho to  shows 
thousands  o f 
d o c k e r s  a n d 
trade unionists 
march ing  to 
t h e  p r i s o n 
d e m a n d i n g  

their release. The five were 
released the day after the 
photo was taken. 

The most recent disputes 
featured include the Amazon 
Coventry warehouse strikes 
of 2023‑4. 

And, while not on the 
same scale, this shows how 
workers still use the strike as 
a collective weapon. 

The exhibition includes 
not just posters and photos, 
but badges and T-shirts, such 
as the Lesbians and Gays 
Support the Miners T-shirt 
from the 1984-5 strike. 

There is even a truncheon 
that was given to a scab 
volunteer in 1926 to use 
against striking workers. 

The images and objects 
demonstrate how one act of 
resistance can inspire another, 
how each step contributes 
towards achieving change for 
the many.

The museum says, “Visit 
On the Line and witness the 
strength of collective power, 

uncover the battles fought, 
the solidarity shared, and the 
lifelines which have united 
workers throughout history 
to today.” 

This couldn’t be more true. 

On The Line: 100 years of 
strikes & solidarity is open 
until Monday 2 November at 
the People’s History Museum, 
Leftbank, Manchester, M3 3ER
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THROUGH OBJECTS, the exhibition bears witness to workers’ history

Salvaging fashion as  
a form of resistance
WALK DOWN any high street today and you can 
buy a Che Guevara T-shirt from a global chain. Or 
punk-inspired garments mass-produced at breakneck 
speed. 

What once signalled rebellion now hangs neatly from the 
clothing rails. 

The question is not whether fashion is political, but how 
capitalism has transformed fashion into something consumed 
rather than lived.

In Capital, Karl Marx described how commodities are 
produced not simply to meet human needs, but to generate 
profit. Clothes, which began as a basic necessity, become 
symbols of status and identity. 

Frederick Engels observed workers in poverty feeling 
pressure to keep up with bourgeois standards of dress. 

What we wear signals our belonging and respectability. 
Marx himself was unable to enter the British Library because 
he had pawned his overcoat while facing poverty. 

This is a stark reminder that clothing can determine not 
just how we are seen, but where we deserve to be.

Historically, subcultural style has often emerged from 
below as a form of resistance. 

In 1970s Britain, punk took shape amid unemployment and 
social crisis, with ripped clothing and DIY aesthetics signalling 
a rejection of middle class respectability. 

Across the Atlantic, hip-hop culture in the Bronx of New 
York City transformed marginalisation into pride through its 
bold, expressive style. 

Rave culture carved out temporary spaces of freedom from 
the discipline of work in the north of England. 

The Black Panther Party used uniforms of leather jackets, 
berets and sunglasses to project strength and cohesion. 

In each case, style was not about consumption but 
about collective expression rooted in the wearers’ material 
conditions.

Threatens
Capitalism has a remarkable skill for absorbing that which 
threatens it. 

The style of rebellion is quickly stripped of any real political 
meaning and sold to consumers as trends. 

Punk’s original anti-consumerist ethos became a fashion 
statement. Hip-hop’s core of survival was repackaged in 
luxury branding. Rave’s underground energy now fuels huge 
festivals. 

What started as resistance has morphed into an expression 
of financial status. 

The result is a hollowed out echo of rebellion—an echo 
that looks the part, yet demands nothing. This process is 
alienation. 

The global fashion industry relies on millions of workers—
often women in the Global South—exploited for their labour 
to mass produce clothing. They work up to 16 hour days, seven 
days a week in dangerous conditions for as low as 20p an hour. 

All this is done to meet the demands of consumers who 
are encouraged to construct and reconstruct their identities 
through endless purchasing. 

Companies profit from our dissatisfaction and social 
media intensifies this cycle by presenting self-expression as 
something that is bought then discarded.

We are drawn to fashion because we seek visibility, 
connection and control over how we are seen by others in a 
system that doesn’t see us as our individual selves. 

The problem is not the desire to express ourselves, it’s the 
way we pursue it. As long as style is dictated by profit it 
remains a source of exploitation.

Fashion can still be a tool of resistance, but ethical shopping 
alone can’t dismantle the system. 

Reclaiming style would require a shift from passive 
consumption towards collective action. 

We must support garment workers’ struggles and create 
community-based alternatives such as clothing swaps and DIY 
spaces, to recognise culture as a sight of political struggle as 
opposed to a distraction from it.

Capitalism is adept at selling rebellion. 
Our challenge is to move beyond buying the image of 

resistance and inject it with substance. 
After all, self-expression cannot be purchased—it has to be 

created collectively.

COMMENT 
AUDREY MARTIN

Jayaben Desai leading the 
Grunwick strike

Socialist Worker	 6 May 2026
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Keep on Keeping on
A LONG-RUNNING strike by 
workers at the National Coal 
Mining Museum has ended 
after an agreement was 
reached over pay.

More than 40 workers at 
the museum in Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire, walked out on 
indefinite strike last August 
calling for higher wages.

The original proposal made 
in summer 2025 of £1 an 
hour or 5 percent, whichever 
is greater, was withdrawn by 
managers and replaced with 
a lower offer. But last week the 
Unison union confirmed that 
it has won a 10.5 percent wage 
increase after almost a year 
on picket lines. The increase is 
worth £1.35 per hour. 

Strike to teach 
bosses a lesson
UNISON MEMBERS struck last 
week at Ash Field Academy, a 
special educational needs and 
disabilities school in Leicester, 
demanding the reinstatement 
of their union rep Tom Barker. 

Trust bosses suspended 
Tom from his job as a teaching 
assistant in October 2025.

 Four working days before 
his suspension, a Unison ballot 
showed an 86 percent vote for 
action over staffing and safety. 

Unless Tom is reinstated, 
more strikes are set for next 
Wednesday and Thursday.

Message spreads 
across Scotland
OVER 100 anti-racists 
marched through Inverness,  
Scotland, last Saturday.

The protest was one of 
several “unity marches” 
organised by Stand Up To 
Racism and other anti-racist 
groups.

Rita from Women Against 
The Far Right Scotland, spoke 
at the rally. She told Socialist 
Worker, “When we come 
together we’re fighting this idea 
that those who oppose racism 
are in the minority.”

Other speakers stressed 
that racism is being fuelled by 
right wing figures seeking to 
divide communities. 

Beth, an activist in 
Highlands Against Hate 
said, “We have achieved 
history by pulling off over 
ten unity demonstrations 
across Scotland, with some 
being the first anti-racist 
demonstrations in that area. 

“With over 5,000 people out 
on the streets so far and more 
to go, and more than 500,000 
people in London on 28 March, 
we are maximising the  
anti-Reform vote before 7 May.”

Dancing against 
racism in Camden
LOVE MUSIC Hate Racism 
hosts a gig at The Camden, 
in London on 13 March. 
Confirmed acts include Star 
Magician, Half Star and Sacha 
Maria, with more to follow.
l 7pm Wednesday 13 March, 
The Camden, 65 Crowndale 
Road, London NW1 1TN
nGo to socialistworker.co.uk for 
full article

IN BRIEF

Step up Ameen Hadi fight 
as bosses try to target him
by JUDE MCKECHNIE

THE CAMPAIGN to defend leading 
trade unionist and anti-racist Ameen 
Hadi stepped up a gear last week as 
management moved against him.

Bosses at Labour-run Salford City 
Council have so far suspended Ameen 
from work for two months, following a 
malicious allegation pushed by the far 
right.

Despite suspending the key Unison 
activist, the council has not even 
identified an investigating officer yet.

Nevertheless, the council last week 
told Ameen that a “Managing Allegation” 
meeting had taken place in his absence 
and declared the allegation against him 
“proven” and therefore “substantiated.”

Ameen has not yet seen the allegation, 
let alone had the chance to provide his 
evidence. 

He told Socialist Worker that he has 
now submitted a grievance against the 
council for racial discrimination.

“I’ve done this because the allega-
tions against me were racially moti-
vated,” he said. “They’ve chosen to 
believe a malicious, racially motivated 
complaint instigated by known fascist, 
Tommy Robinson.”

“The far right inundated the council 
and my union office, demanding I be 

sacked. I’m the equalities officer for my 
branch. They were saying, ‘We don’t 
need an equalities officer. We need a 
native officer.’ It was really racist stuff.”

The Defend Ameen Hadi and 
Salford City Unison campaign said in 
a statement, “Salford Council has a 
history of racism and was recently found 
responsible for racial discrimination 
against three black residential workers 
in children’s services.

Rejected
“It has rejected all efforts by Salford 
City Unison to implement a programme 
of in-person training to address cases 
where discrimination has taken place.

“At a time when we should be uniting 
against those who wish to promote 

division and hatred, Salford City Council 
has capitulated to the far right and has 
further embedded institutional racism 
in its organisation.”

Karen, from the Defend Ameen Hadi 
and Salford City Unison campaign, told 
Socialist Worker, “We call for an imme-
diate review of Salford City Council’s 
safeguarding process and an end to the 
disciplinary investigation.

“We demand that Salford City 
Council investigate the officers who 
have instigated these unfair and racist 
actions against Ameen as a matter of 
urgency.”

Ameen said the council’s moves show 
that it is essential to continue to build 
campaigns that oppose fascists and 
the far right. “It is vital that we fight 
back against the far right and against 
Labour’s capitulation to them,” he said.

“In the coming local elections, Reform 
UK could win as many as a hundred 
seats across Manchester. That would 
push the council further to the right.

“We have to push for the council to 
drop the disciplinary proceedings now. 
It should refuse to accommodate the far 
right and not give them an inch.”
nJoin the online rally for 
Ameen’s campaign on 
Tuesday 26 May. Sign the 
petition using the QR code 
(right) and share it widely

Ameen Hadi in action

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION

Uni bosses want to smash pensions
MANAGEMENT AT post-92 
universities, previously known 
as polytechnics, are trying to 
slash workers’ pensions. 

In particular, they fear rising 
employer contributions to the 
industry standard Teachers’ 
Pension Scheme (TPS). 

But according to an article 
last week in the Times Higher 
Education supplement, they 
have been told that their 
contributions will go down 
next year. 

But this hasn’t stopped them 
push workers off the TPS. 

At Southampton Solent 
University there was a mass 
picket last Thursday, as UCU 
union members resisted 
attempts to hire and fire them. 

Bosses want to employ 
the workers through a 
wholly‑owned subsidiary firm. 
It would mean carving workers 
out of TPS and could lose them 
£10,000 a year in retirement. 

Solent UCU branch 
president Steve Desmond told 
Socialist Worker, “We are just 
looking for the moderate and 
secure pension that we were 
promised. That’s why the staff 
are putting up a fight.”

UCU members there are 
set to strike from Tuesday to 
Friday this week.

UCU members at 
Northumbria University, 

in Newcastle, have struck for 
20 days already this year over 
attempts to force them to 
either leave TPS, or have their 
pay frozen. 

UCU regional official, 
Lawson Armstrong, said, “We 
call on the university to halt 
their plans and to wait for the 
outcome of the TPS valuation 
rather than continue with their 
disastrous proposals.”

The issue affects many 
more universities. The latest 
is Chichester University in 
Sussex. Bosses there want to 
employ new workers through 
a subsidiary. It will mean a 
two-tier workforce, where 
some workers are on an 
inferior pension scheme. 

The UCU must organise 
a nationwide campaign to 
oppose these attacks on 
workers’ contracts and their 
quality of life in retirement. 

nMEANWHILE, workers in 
the older universities, who 
are part of the USS pension 
scheme, face a different threat. 
The bosses’ organisation 
Ucea has been looking into 
conditional indexation (CI) of 
the scheme. 

It says this will allow 
pension trustees to take more 
risks when investing with 
potentially higher dividends. 

The UCU also agreed to look 
into the potential of CI. 

Yet some UCU members 
think it could be a disastrous 
experiment. The UCU’s Deepa 
Govindarajan Driver has 
argued that it transfers all 
the risk from employers to 
members of the scheme.

UCU pensions working 
group member Carlo Morelli 
agrees that workerswould bear 
the inflation risk. 

nUCU members at London 
Metropolitan University, 
Goldsmiths and the 
University of Edinburgh are 
now taking part in a marking 
and assessment boycott. 

nUCU members at Windsor 
Forest Colleges Group, 
with four sites in Berkshire 
and Surrey, are set to strike 
on Wednesday. They have 
received a derisory pay offer 
of 1.7 percent and plus a £500 
payment for the current year.

And UCU members at 
Capital City College Group 
have announced four days 
of strikes from 12 to 15 
May. Following a successful 
pay strike, workers are now 
fighting over workload.

nMEMBERS OF the 
EIS‑ULA union at Glasgow 
Caledonian University 
are balloting for strikes over 
bosses’ plans to cut 100 jobs. 

There are ongoing strike 
ballots of UCU members at the 
University of Dundee and at 
Queen Margaret University 
in Edinburgh. A further 
six universities in Scotland 
already have a mandate for 
action. 

nAT THE University of 
Leicester, UCU union 
members struck on Tuesday 
of this week and are set to 
strike on 11 and 18 May. 
On Wednesday, workers 
and students are planning 
a festival of solidarity to 
celebrate unity in the fight 
against job cuts. 

nWELDING AND fabrication 
lecturers at City of Glasgow 
College are on strike from 
Tuesday to Friday this week 
in their ongoing battle over 
health and safety.

EXAMINATION BOARDS

Top marks 
for strike vote
WORKERS AT Britain’s 
largest exam board, AQA, 
have voted to strike for pay 
restoration. 

The Unison union 
members rejected an 
above‑inflation 5.4 percent 
pay rise by 79 percent.

Over a million students 
sit AQA exams every year. 
Workers produce and mark 
assessments, as well as 
process the results.

AQA worker Laura told 
Socialist Worker that the 
strike vote has “been a long 
time coming.” 

“We were on strike in 
2022 for pay and conditions. 
But the reality is that we are 
still 10 percent behind 2021 
pay levels,” she said.

 “Some 10 percent of 
our membership are using 
foodbanks and 1 in 4 people 
are taking on additional 
debt.” 

She added that the union 
taking on political questions 
has boosted members’ 
confidence. 

She emphasised how the 
branch’s fight against racism, 
transphobia and imperialism 
has driven this process. 

POST

Red letter
THERE ARE signs of resistance 
to a proposed deal between 
Royal Mail bosses and the 
leaders of the CWU union.

The union says the offer 
being put to members is a way 
of handling the “reform” of the 
Universal Service Obligation 
(USO) and improving pay and 
conditions.

The USO mandated Royal 
Mail to deliver letters six days 
a week, but postal regulators 
agreed to weaken it.

Bosses now want workforce 
changes so they can make more 
profits—and they want to show 
they have union support.

But Gloucestershire Amal 
CWU branch has taken a strong 
stand against the deal, saying 
it will continue “unsustainable” 
working patterns. Existing 
walks (delivery rounds) will 
be merged into longer ones, 
and the job will become ever 
harder.

“We believe much of local 
management cannot cope 
with running a delivery office 
at present and for them to 
attempt to manage this new 
system will cause even more 
carnage for our delivery 
members,” it says.

And the deal fails to 
adequately address the 
growing pay gap between 
recent and long-standing staff.

“The financial package 
offered to new entrants is also 
deeply inadequate,” it says. 

“At an absolute minimum, 
paid breaks for all staff should 
have been a non-negotiable 
requirement.”
nGo to socialistworker.co.uk for 
full article
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‘Let’s put our union at 
the heart of resistance’
by CHRIS DENSON and  
JESS EDWARDS, NEU national 
executive committee 

DONALD Trump’s war on 
Iran has sent shockwaves 
t h r o u g h  t h e  g l o b a l 
e c o n o m y — a n d  K e i r 
Starmer wants all of us to 
pay the price. 

But, if the trade union 
movement gets on a war 
footing, we can stop them 
getting away with it.

That’s why what we decide 
at the NEU education union’s 
national executive committee 
meeting this Saturday really 
matters.

It will discuss the next steps 
in the fight to win proper pay 
and school funding after an 
indicative ballot.

Teachers, who make up 
seven in eight of the union’s 
membership,  voted by  
90.5 percent to support 
industr ial  act ion on a  
48.6 percent turnout.

Support workers, who 
make up one eighth of 
our membership, backed 
strikes by 86.1 percent on a  
55.5 percent turnout.

There can be no turning 
away from the need to move 
towards a formal ballot and 
national strikes.

Decade
Inflation is already rising 
sharply because of the war 
and closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz.

The more accurate RPI rate 
of inflation hit 4.1 percent ear-
lier this month.

On 1 July, annual energy 
bills are going to jump by 
around 12 percent—and they 
could rise further still later 
this year. And, by autumn, 
food inflation is predicted to hit  
9 percent.

The government’s plan to 
award a 6.5 percent pay rise—
over three years—to teachers 
is another real-terms pay cut 
after more than a decade of 
real-terms pay cuts.

W h a t ’ s  m o r e ,  i t ’ s 

unfunded. This means more 
cuts in schools and increased 
workload. This is on top of 
the current schools funding 
crisis, which means the whole 
system is at breaking point.

Support workers have been 
offered just 3.3 percent—
another pay cut. The NEU does 
not currently negotiate sup-
port staff pay, which is part of 
a separate set of negotiations 
between local government 
bosses and unions.

The trade union move-
ment should all be saying, 
“We won’t pay for Trump’s 
war”. If the unions don’t 
strike for our class, far right 
forces will seek to exploit the 
cost of living crisis to divert 
anger against migrants.  

The NEU national executive 
meeting should put our union 
at the heart of a fightback by 
setting a clear timetable for a 
formal strike ballot.

It is not straightforward or 
easy to ensure we win such 
a ballot. The anti-union laws 
put up two hurdles—one is the 
50 percent turnout threshold 
brought in by the Tories in 
2016, the other is postal  
ballots introduced in 1984.

Indicative ballots, which 
many unions use to “test the 
mood” before a formal one, 
are electronic. 

They allow us to see who 
hasn’t voted and chase them—
something that isn’t possible 
in statutory ballots that have 
to be postal. All previous 
statutory (postal) ballots have 
seen a significant drop-off 

compared to indicative  
(electronic) ones.

The Employment Rights 
Act promises to introduce 
statutory electronic ballots—
presently in August—and then 
abolish the turnout thresholds.

But we can’t wait on those 
changes or say we will only 
ballot when that happens. 

Starmer 
The Starmer government has 
disgracefully dragged its feet 
on these measures—and, if we 
say we will wait, they will drag 
it out even more.

We need to be crystal clear 
that we will ballot even under 
the current rules—and that 
we can win it with the right 
campaign.

First, the NEU should set a 
clear start date for the ballot 
in the first half-term of the 
new school year that starts  
in September.

Second, we need to put the 
whole union on a war footing 
this term to ensure we can win 
that ballot.

That means calling reps 
briefings this term in every 
area, spelling out what we 
are doing and why. 

It means flooding schools 
will material now, saying get 
ready to fight with the date 
and the plan outlined.

The NEU should launch a 
national priority campaign, 
“Time to get organised—NEU 
reps in every school.” 

W e  n e e d  m a t e r i a l 
promoting that message and 
regional offices and districts 
should prioritise carrying this 
through everywhere.

All the data from previous 
ballots shows that having a 
rep is the single biggest factor 
in the turnout of any school.

We should build a mass 
lobby of parliament this term 
on school funding and pay. 

Let’s fight for a delegation 
of NEU members from every 
area—and parents too—to 
descend on Westminster.

A thousands-strong rally 
and lobby can be a focal 
point for building confidence 
and organisation to win the 
ballot.

And, in the first weeks of 
September, we need a drive 
to make sure our membership 
data is up to date with school 
meetings and rallies all aiming 
for the ballot launch.

That way, we can deliver 
this year the strikes that 
will be needed to beat the 
government. 

It is time to set a course 
for strikes—and fight for our 
class.

EDUCATION 

NEU UNION members rally outside the Department of Education earlier this year 

nNEU UNION members at 
Highgate Wood School, north 
London, were set to strike for 
six days on Thursday. 

They are fighting bosses’ 
plans for a restructure that 
would extend teaching 
hours, increase class sizes, 
restrict the curriculum and 
may include compulsory 
redundancies. 

Workers plan further 
strikes on Wednesday and 
Thursday of next week and 
from 19 to 21 May.

Pickets from 8am, at 
Highgate Wood School, 
Montenote Road, N8 8RN.

nWORKERS AT the St 
Ralph Sherwin Catholic 

multiacademy trust in 
Derbyshire walked out for 
three days on Tuesday. 

The support workers and 
teachers in the NEU union 
first walked out between 21 
and 22 April.  

Bosses are trying to push 
through a “restructuring” 
that could axe 67 posts in  
14 of the trust’s 25 schools. 

Since these are “full time” 
posts, the final number of 
jobs cut could be high as 80. 

Bosses have also 
threatened to cut pay 
for support workers. And 
they are trying to remove 
allowances for 20 workers, 
effectively meaning even 
more pay cuts. 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

Get down to TA picket lines
>>continued from page 16
for the strike on the picket 
line from other Unison 
branches around London. 

A win at the Grove can act 
as an inspiration for TAs in 
other boroughs who should 
be on a higher pay grade for 
the work they do.

Not far away, TAs at 
Richard Cobden Primary 
School in Camden struck 
last year and this year over 
the same issue. Both schools 

plan to be on strike during 
the week of 11 to 15 May, 
when students will sit the 
Sats tests.

This is a very significant 
escalation of the dispute and 
will send a really strong clear 
message to both the council 
and the senior management. 

They won’t back down 
until their pay reflects their 
worth.
lJoin the picket lines, 7.30- 
9.15am, 29 Camden St NW1 0LL

The NEU should 
set a clear start 
date for the 
ballot in the first 
half-term of the 
new school year

‘‘ 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

Dorset teachers resist cuts  
TEACHERS AT Budmouth 
Academy in Weymouth, 
on the south coast of 
England, are fighting back 
against deteriorating 
working conditions and the 
learning conditions of their 
students.

The NASUWT union 
members struck on Tuesday 
and Wednesday of last 
week. 

The Aspiration 
Academies Trust runs 
schools in nearby Portland 
and Poole, and in Oxford 
and west London. 

Bosses wanted to slash 
£3.1 million.  

Accounts show that chief 
executive Steve Kenning’s 
pay rose to between 
£275,000 and £280,000 in 
2024-25. 

And deputy Paula 

Kenning, his wife, earned 
£225,000 to £230,000.

The increased workload 
has led to some workers 
going off sick with stress. 

Teachers and students 
found out at least ten  
A levels had been cut when 
they opened the school 
prospectus. 

Subjects include French, 
Spanish, Law, Politics, 
art, textile design, music 
and drama. To study 
these subjects Weymouth 
students would need to 
spend £6 per day to travel 
to Thomas Hardye sixth 
form in Dorchester. 

Support is building from 
students, parents and other 
trade unions.

Further strikes will be 
needed to win. 
Lynne Hubbard

TEACHERS 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS on strike in Camden
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by PAT MEUSEL

EDUCATION WORKERS in east 
London scored a victory last 
week against a strike-breaking 
recruitment agency.

Tradewind Recruitment will no 
longer supply agency workers as 
scab labour at Connaught School 
for Girls in Waltham Forest.

Now the NEU union members  
have escalated their strikes to 
pile pressure on the bosses. The 
walk-out at Connaught is now set 
to continue until 11 May—and then 
from 13 May to 8 June. 

And more Waltham Forest 
school workers are taking action. 
NEU members at South Chingford 
Foundation School are set to strike 
from this Tuesday until 22 May 
over lack of consultation, pay and 
proposed redundancies.

NEU members were lobbying the 
offices of Tradewind last Thursday 
morning when the news came that 
the company would no longer 
provide scabs. 

“At Connaught School, we’ve had 
a victory,” NEU general secretary 
Daniel Kebede said.

This victory is down to the 
pressure put on Tradewind by the 
striking workers who walked out on 
21 April.

The Strike Map solidarity group, 
which campaigned against the 
scabbing, says the school is “facing 

huge cuts and redundancies”. This 
includes “redundancy for their 
rep, who is also the joint branch 
secretary for Waltham Forest NEU.”

Supporters
The striking workers and their 
supporters ,  including trade 

unionists who’d come from as far as 
Coventry, were loud and militant.

Chants of “What’s disgusting? 
Union busting!” rang out as the 
Tradewind executives refused to 
speak with them. 

Strikers and their supporters 
inundated the agency with over  

300 complaints.
Earlier that morning, the general 

secretaries of 11 trade unions, 
including Bfawu, the FBU and 
Unite, demanded Tradewind stop 
sending agency workers across the  
picket lines.

Strikers will need to keep the 

pressure on, because the threat of 
companies such as Tradewind using 
agency staff to cover for striking 
workers still remains.

“Our dispute is still ongoing and 
we’re going to keep on taking action 
until we win,” Pablo, joint branch 
secretary of Waltham Forest NEU, 
made clear.

Meanwhile, around 100 people 
gathered for a public meeting in 
Leytonstone last Wednesday night.

NEU president Ed Harlow said, 
“We’ve got a major issue, the 
way in which the government,  
including local government,  
understands school funding.” 

This has meant a drop in funding 
for education from over 5 percent to 
less than 4 percent.

Mallainee Martin, joint branch 
secretary of Waltham Forest NEU, 
announced to applause that the 
union would soon begin to ballot 
workers for action across the 
borough.

When workers in Waltham Forest 
schools walk out, they’ll be able to 
rely on a broad base of support.

“We are absolutely in support 
of all the schools across Waltham 
Forest, because what’s being done 
to them is not okay,” a parent told 
the meeting.
Join picket lines, 6-11 May, 13 May-8 
June, from 7am at the Connaught 
School for Girls, E11 4AE 
Send messages of support to 
walthamforestbranch@neu.org.uk

TRADE UNIONISTS from across the country stopped the scabs� Picture: Guy Smallman

North London teaching assistants demand higher pay
UNISON UNION members at 
Primrose Hill Primary School 
in Camden walked out for four 
days last week over pay.

They are demanding to be 
regraded to get paid properly 
for their work. This would mean 
just 23p more an hour, but 
would make a huge difference.

Despite being some of the 
lowest paid workers, they 
do some of the crucial work 
supporting children with 
special educational needs and 
disabilities (Send).

TAs who work in The Grove, 
a specialised autistic resourced 

provision (ARP) unit within 
the school, spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the essential work 
that they do. The Grove provides 
tailored education for children 
with autism.

One of the TAs said, “It’s all 
one-to-one support, so we have 
really close relationships with 
our kids.

“We’re these children’s key 
workers—their safe people. 
Autistic children don’t do well 
with change, so having agency 
workers just isn’t going to work. 
Our children need continuity.

“If management really cared 

about the education of children 
then they would not be making 
out that we are replaceable—or 
that it is a job that anyone could 
do.”

Another of the TAs said she 
was working multiple jobs to 
afford her rent. “I’m working 
here and then in the evening 
I have a second job. It’s 
exhausting.”

She added that solidarity has 
kept them steadfast. “We’ve 
been rewarded each day with 
support from the parents and 
the kids,” she said. “It shows 
how much we’re valued and 

how much they are behind us.”
One pupil had come to school 

with a sign reading “Pay the TAs. 
They help us grow and play” to 
lots of applause. Another pupil 
had started their own petition in 
the school and managed to get 
almost 100 children to sign.

They have had incredible 
support from other workers at 
the school. On Thursday, all the 
Higher Level Teaching Assistants 
(HLTAs) joined the picket lines in 
solidarity, and on Friday all the 
office workers did the same.

There was plenty of support
>>continued on page 15 Unison TAs demand better pay

AGENCY WORKERS WILL NO LONGER BE USED IN EAST LONDON 

EDUCATORS STOP 
STRIKE-BREAKING


