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AFTERPALESTINE AND ANTI-RACIST
PROTEST OUTNUMBERS FASCISTS...

o

OVER 100,000 people joined a joint

march for Palestine and against the far

right in London last Saturday. The protest

far outnumbered Tommy Robinson’s
Nazi-led march in Parliament Square
PicTuRE: GuY SMALLMAN
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NOW TAKE
FIGHT TO
THE RIGHT

How we can turn the tables on Farage >>pages 223

HOUSING

‘We will be priced
out of our homes’

SOCIALIST WORKER spoke to
tenants who have been moved
far from family and friends
and people whose high rents
mean they can’t settle.

Whether they are crammed
into temporary accommodation
or facing the threat of eviction,
they are at the sharp end of a
housing crisis.

But there is a solution—
investing in council housing
and rent controls.

>>Pages 8&9

IMPERIALISM

A deadly new
Al arms race

FOR YEARS, US officials
have estimated that Al
models developed by
its most advanced firms
are six months ahead of
China’s best models.

Now, they plan to build
Al supercomputers across
the US in a project called
Stargate, launched in the
White House.

It represents a growing
convergence of the state
and the private sector.

>>Pages 10&11
e

PALESTINE

Settler violence is
a daily reality

PALESTINIANS Mark
the anniversary of the
Nakba, or catastrophe,
in May each year.
But the Nakba didn’t
end 78 years ago. It’s an
ongoing reality for people like
Mahmoud in the West Bank.
Mahmoud spoke to Socialist
Worker about the Palestinians’
struggle to defend themselves
from Israeli settlers.

>>Page 16
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘lhope thisisa
good start for
people. | hope
that people don’t
just come here
and think that’s

the work done.”

Abdulkader, Stand Up To
Racism (SUTR) activist in
south west England

‘Ifeel it’s
important for
me as a Jewish
person, who
has had to

face constant
accusations of
antisemitism
because | support
Palestine, to be
here today’

Frances, a student at the
University of Portsmouth

‘The election
results were a
big shock. But
SUTR also had
abigimpactin
the areas we
targeted. We
need people out
to show we are
the majority—
and to smash the
far right.

Alison, Women Against
The Far Right activist in the
north west

FaR RILHT pEMD

ex BEme

‘Where is everyone?’ Fascists
down over their lower turnout

THE RIGHT wing press
painted Nazi Tommy
Robinson’s march in
London last Saturday as
“concerned citizens” who
don’t like Keir Starmer
very much.

Socialist Worker’s report
revealed the fascism and
racism at its heart.

Organisers were keen
to push chants like “Keir
Starmer’s a wanker”. But
when they lost control of the
megaphones, openly racist
and transphobic slogans were
heard.

These included “You can
shove your Palestine up your
arse,” “If you’re born with a
willy, you’re a man,” and,
“You can never trust a lefty
with a kid.”

Organised fascists
including Paul Golding of
Britain First and Nick Tenconi
of Ukip were welcomed onto
the march.

Some gave out flyers with
an explicitly fascist message
including the “14 words”—
“We must secure the
existence of our people and
a future for white children”.

The flyers were from
a “brotherhood of white
Europeans” who train three
times a week and seek to
expose “white replacement
and those who fund it,” a
code for Jews.

Reform UK flags were few
and far between. But there

was visible support for Rupert
Lowe’s Restore Britain, with
flags, hats and shirts.

The crowd was

overwhelmingly male, middle
aged and white.

But there was a significant

minority of women, some
were there in “Pink ladies”
colours—there to spread
false claims that migrants and
Muslims pose a particular
threat to women and girls.

As the march set off on the

Kingsway, it was difficult to
move for the beer bottles and
cans on the pavement.

People were urinating on
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the street, from the Kingsway
down to Parliament Square.
And the crowd quickly
became frustrated, as the
march made slow progress.

Frustrated
Tommy Robinson cut a sad
and frustrated figure on
stage.
Perhaps the line up didn’t
quite live up to expectations.
With the banning of
11 international far right
figures, another of the
slogans for the day, “Unite
the West,” rang hollow.
There were appeals from

the stage to get involved in
electoral politics. Television
presenter Ant Middleton
urged everyone to register to
vote. And alt-right Youtuber
Carl Benjamin urged people
to join Restore Britain.

Some of the speakers
seemed distinctly second tier,
such as Laurence Fox.

And of those who did
speak, some only appeared
by video link.

One of the largest cheers of
the day was when Robinson
called for the deportation of
all “illegal immigrants”.

“We need our own Ice.
Europe needs its own Ice,”
he added.

Transphobe Posie Parker
got a similar reception when
she told the crowd that they
needed to “get Islam out of
all aspects of British life”.

Robinson admitted that
he could not have put on the
event without help from the
Us.

He thanked a donor for
a $200,000 donation, after
which there were chants of
“USA, USA”. And he asked
the crowd to personally thank
Elon Musk.

Despite this, the audio
feed on the five big screens
constantly cut out.

By the end, the crowd
was dispersing quickly with
complaints of “Where is
everyone?” and “Is this all we
can manage?”.

Palestine solidarity and anti-fascism unite

PALESTINE solidarity
marchers and
anti-fascists celebrated
a decisive victory in
London last Saturday as
they outnumbered Nazi
Tommy Robinson.

Over 100,000 people
marched to mark
Nakba Day in a protest
organised by the coalition
of Palestine organisations
and Stand Up To Racism
(SUTR).

SUTR’s monitoring
team estimated that
35,000 marched with
Robinson in another part
of the city.

Osama told Socialist

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

Worker, “I’'m Palestinian
and the Nakba is why we
are in this country. | have
family still there and |
plan to move back there.
“I think the far right
are few,” he said. “They
want to give us the
feeling there are more of
them than there are. They
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want to spread fear.

“The politicians have
no economic plan. They
just try to turn people
against migrants.

“They don’t have an
answer other than finding
a minority to blame,” he
added.

Muslim
Samira Ali from Women
Against The Far Right
(WAFR) told the crowd,
“As women, we're told
that it’s Muslim men,
refugee men that are a
threat to women in our
country.

“Well, | want to say

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

AR

that it’s not those facing
deportation who make
me feel unsafe. It is the
people who are calling for
deportations.

“Nigel Farage is a
racist, he’s a sexist. He’s
also a posh boy. A private
schoolboy. He’s someone
who took £5 million from
a crypto billionaire to buy
himself a mansion.

“And he wants to
parade as a man of the
people. He wants to tell
us who is to blame for the
problems that his friends
make in our society.”

Read our full report at
tinyurl.com/SW16May

Write to
) Socialist Worker
> PO Box 74955
” London
E16 9EJ

CWU union
leaders wrong
on far right

THE CWU postal and
telecoms workers’ union last
week was at the heart of
sharp debates over how to
fight far right party Reform
UK and racism.

Delegates at the CWU
conference voted down a
motion calling on the union
to back protests organised by
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR)
and the Together alliance.

The vote came as CWU
general secretary Dave
Ward attacked SUTR for
“alienating working class
people”.

He claimed its strategy
was “just shouting at people
that they are racist”.

Instead, he called for “a
comprehensive, class-focused
approach”.

In practice, it means
focusing on Reform UK’s
economic policies—and
ducking the arguments about
immigration.

There are three main
problems with this approach.
First, the bulk of Reform
UK’s vote comes from the
right—not from former
Labour supporters.

Some 28 percent of people
who voted Tory in the
general election switched
to Reform UK in the English
local elections.

In contrast, only 5 percent
of Labour voters in the
general election went over
to the far right party. But
22 percent switched to the
Greens, 24 percent did not
vote and 4 percent backed
an independent.

Repairs

Second, it misunderstands
what is driving the Reform
UK vote.

A YouGov poll this month
showed that voters said
road repairs and the cost of
living crisis were the “most
important issues” facing their
local area at 37 and
35 percent. Immigration
lagged behind in fourth place
at 19 percent.

But Reform UK voters
were the one exception—
they picked immigration as
their top issue at 46 percent.

Farage latches on to
people’s anger at years of
neoliberalism and austerity
hammering people. But
opposition to immigration is
the glue that binds together
Reform UK’s story of Britain’s
“national decline”.

Anti-racism and class
struggle have to go hand
in hand. We do have to
shout, “Refugees welcome,”
on SUTR protests against
the fascists and racists who
demand, “Remigration now”.

And we need many
more activists in every
workplace patiently putting
the argument that migrants
aren’t to blame.
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HOW ANTI-RACISTS CAN TAKE

THEFIGHT TO THEFARRIGHT

by LEWIS NIELSEN

Stand Uﬁ To Racism anti-fascist officer

ON 13 September Nazi
Tommy Robinson mobilised
over 100,000 far right and
racist thugs in London, vastly
outnumbering anti-fascists.

On Saturday, over 100,000 of
us outnumbered around 35,000 of
his supporters in a victory for the
Palestine and anti-racist movements.

There was nothing inevitable
about this turnaround.

Things were lined up nicely for
Robinson to deliver another big street
protest. Nigel Farage’s far right party
Reform UK was the big winner in the
elections just over a week before.

And the Labour government,
mainstream media and police
were busy smearing the Palestine
solidarity movement as antisemitic
after last month’s attack in Golders
Green, north London.

So why did Robinson mobilise less
than a third of the numbers he got
on 13 September on this favourable
terrain?

The British far right, despite its
advances at the ballot box and on
the streets, remains divided.

Reform UK is displacing the Tory
party, reconstituting the right wing
vote around a much harder set of
racist, far right politics.

This has attracted a layer of more
ideologically committed fascist and
far right activists to Reform UK.

This was revealed by the number
of candidates who were exposed
as former members of the British
National Party around the election.

And Reform UK members
have worked with fascists around
anti-refugee protests, such as those
in Epping last summer.

Tension

But there is a tension inside
Reform UK—with the national
leadership careful to distance itself
from Robinson and open fascists.

This helps explain the emergence
of Restore Britain.

It’s led by another millionaire,
former Reform UK MP Rupert Lowe,
who wanted a more open embrace of
the fascist street movement.

The fragmentation means that
Robinson isn’t the only show in town
on the far right.

But this alone does not explain
the turnout—the anti-racist
movement played a pivotal role in
breaking their momentum.

There was a febrile atmosphere
last summer in the run-up to
13 September.

The far right had built through
anti-refugee protests outside hotels,
the flags campaign and weaponising
violence against women and girls.

There was a danger that the
fascists would use 13 September to
build bigger mobilisations locally.
But Stand Up To Racism (SUTR)

The British

far right, despite its
advances, remains
divided between
Tommy Robinson,
Reform UK and

Restore Britain
I

groups mobilised consistently
whenever the fascists and far right
organised protests.

This tireless work has only been
successful by building roots in
communities and winning support
from trade unionists, community
networks and local residents.

Anti-racist activism went hand
in hand with winning anti-racist
arguments.

After Robinson outnumbered
us, sections of the movement
argued that anti-fascist
counter-demonstrations or
saying, “Refugees are welcome,”
had failed.

They claimed those on the
Robinson march could be won

* Fight Farage %Resist Starmer

10In the

SWP

over through slogans about the cost
of living crisis, downplaying the
centrality of anti-racism (see left).

We understood the need to win
a much larger side to the argument
that the far right need to be
confronted.

SUTR worked with much broader
forces in the Together alliance to
mobilise half a million people in
London on 28 March.

Unity

Unity marches in towns and cities in
the run-up to it built an anti-racist
atmosphere. Women Against The
Far Right has held electric meetings.
It was pivotal in taking on one of the
far right’s chief lies.

All this helped produce more than
100,000 people who marched on the
demonstration opposing Robinson
and standing with Palestine to
remember the Nakba.

Strengthening the networks that
outnumbered Robinson on Saturday
is a central task for the coming
months:

HUnity marches
We are pushing for a wave of unity
marches in towns and cities—
including where Reform UK won big
in the elections such as Wakefield,
Birmingham, Bradford, Newcastle
and Stoke.

This can give confidence to those
who want to take on their racism.

EWorkers Against The Far Right
Where Reform UK has won the
council, it’s vital to build opposition
in workplaces.

PicTure: Guy SMALLMAN

SUTR is working with trade
unionists to organise protests at
councils. We're part of building
networks in sectors, such as Health
Workers Against The Far Right.

Initiatives such as the Educators
Against The Far Right conference on
Saturday 13 June are very important.

This is part of a longer-term
strategy. If Farage wants a British
Ice, we need a British Minneapolis,
with workers striking against a
Reform UK government.

Everyone can start the
process. Organise a meeting in your
workplace or union branch to bring
together people who want to oppose
the far right and racism.

It can give confidence to people,
for example, to take on arguments
about immigration that come up.

People wearing badges or stickers
can build an atmosphere at work.

Ask SUTR for materials and
advice to help you campaign.

Let’s build those networks now.

HEWomen Against The Far Right
Let’s build this dynamic campaign
to bust the far right’s lies. There is a
London launch on 15 June.

HBuild Stand Up To Racism local
groups
We need to push for the roots of
SUTR to be strengthened in every
area. That means meeting Green and
left Labour councillors, trade union
branches, mosques, Palestine groups
and others.

Let’s organise in every local area
to turn the tide on the far right and
racism.
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After local
poll disaster
—Labour’s

crash and

Burnham

THERE'S A joke doing the rounds
in Westminster. It goes like this,
“A Blairite, a Brownite and a
Corbynite walk into a bar. The
barman says, ‘What are you
drinking, Andy?’”

Andy Burnham, Labour mayor of
Greater Manchester, has in the last
decade transformed himself from
Blairite minister into a “soft left”
alternative to Keir Starmer.

He now has a route back into
parliament, after the Labour MP for
Makerfield stood down, triggering a
by-election. Labour’s national execu-
tive gave him the go-ahead to stand.

If Burnham wins the seat—and
that’s a big “if” (see page 5), he
could then stand for Labour leader.

But would he deliver for working
class people Starmer betrayed?

Burnham is likely to support
social democratic policies that
Starmer has refused to contemplate.
He has, for example, called for a £40
billion programme of social housing.

Last year, Burnham told the
Financial Times newspaper that
the Labour government should not
be “in hock to the bond markets”.
But he then rushed to reassure City
traders that he didn’t mean it.

Burnham will not break with
Starmer’s and Rachel Reeves’s fiscal
rules on spending—except when it
comes to defence spending. He wants
to plough money into weapons.

Privatisation
Burnham has long wanted to lead
Labour—he stood in two previous
leadership elections.

When Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown ran the party in the 2000s,
Burnham was a Blairite. Then, as
health secretary under Brown, he
oversaw PFI and NHS privatisation.

After Labour lost in 2010, he
stood for Labour leader and was the
choice of many trade union leaders.

Burnham emphasised his
new philosophy of “aspirational
socialism”—one that said mansion
taxes were “the politics of envy”.

After being beaten by Jeremy
Corbyn in 2015, Burnham got
himself a job in his shadow cabinet
only to later wage war on Corbyn.

As the mayor of Greater

Will Burnham nose ahead of Streeting?

Manchester, Burnham built his
reputation on demands for a better
deal from central government for the
north—and better public transport.

Why is he unafraid to demand
more cash for Manchester, but
unwilling to break with the fiscal
rules nationally?

The answer lies in the falsehood
that is the “national interest.”

The scale of what Labour
promises is linked to what the rich
deem acceptable—and how scared
they are of working class anger.

That means in times of boom
there is space for limited reforms,
but when the system goes into
crisis, that space diminishes.

Under Blair, Labour encouraged
a financial boom and used growing
tax revenues to spend more on the
NHS, schools and public services.

But the situation is very different
today. The ruling class has pushed
Labour to stick with austerity.

To win the kind of improvements
we need will require confrontation
with big business through working
class struggle outside parliament.

But don’t expect Burnham to
offer a lead on this. He is part of
the “soft left” of the party. It sees
parliament as the only way to bring
about change.

Ultimately, that means accepting
ruling class parameters and siding
with the Labour right.

The recent elections show that
millions are desperate for a political
alternative to austerity, imperialism
and inequality.

Burnham is capable of being
many things—but a fighter for
the radical transformation we so
desperately need is not one of them.

LABOUR SUPPORTERS across Britain got a kicking at the recent elections

Bleating Streeting neec

HEALTH secretary

Wes Streeting’s desperation to
become Labour leader drips from
his every pore.

He does not have a history of
left wing activism to bury and he
has always sucked up to the rich
and powerful.

In February, Streeting felt
obliged to publish his private
messages to Peter Mandelson—
friend of deceased billionaire
paedophile Jeffrey Epstein.

He denies he was close to
Mandelson, but several texts are
signed with a kiss.

In April 2025, it was revealed
that Streeting had received
donations of around £10,000
a month, every month, from
private health companies.

Peter Hearn is the boss of
healthcare workers’ recruitment
firms MPM Connect and OPD
Group. His companies have
given Streeting nearly £200,000.

John Armitage is a hedge fund
manager with investments in
UnitedHealth, the largest health
insurance company in the US. He
has given Streeting £95,000.

Kevin Craig is the founder
and CEO of PLMR, a political
consultancy that advises a firm
that recruits temporary staff for
the NHS. He has given Streeting
£13,000.

Wes Streeting—Mandelson’s mate

Red Capital Ltd—which is
controlled by a director of
Europa Healthcare Group, Lord
Jonathan Mendelsohn—has
chucked £5,000 Streeting’s way.

Pouring

In return for their investment

in Streeting, these healthcare
companies get a health secretary
who expands the use of private
healthcare in the NHS.

It’s not only private health
bosses pouring money into
Streeting’s pocket.

Before Labour was elected,
Streeting was one of the first
shadow ministers to visit Israel,
a visit paid for by Labour Friends

of Israel.

S deleting

Sir Trevor Chinn, a senior
advisor to a firm holding
investments in several private
health companies, gave Streeting
£18,500.

For over 40 years, Chinn
funded both Labour and
Conservative Friends of Israel
groups. He also played a
key role in the Britain Israel
Communications and Research
Centre (Bicom) and the Zionist
Jewish Leadership Council.

The Guardian newspaper
called Bicom “Britain’s most
active pro-Israel lobbying
organisation.

“It flies journalists to Israel on
fact-finding trips and organises
access to senior government
figures,” it said.

Streeting has also been
funded by other major corporate
interests. He spoke at two panels
organised by JP Morgan in 2018
and 2019. Streeting was paid
£10,000.

His latest ruse is that Labour
should take Britain back into
the European Union. That is a
demand calculated to scupper
Andy Burnham’s chances in the
Makerfield by-election (see left).

Streeting will not stem
Labour’s haemorrhaging
support—but he may well kill
the patient.
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Outrage at secret terrorism
sentence given to Filton 24

bz CAMILLAROYLE

IN A shocking move, a court
has been allowed to sentence
Palestine activists as “terrorists”
even though they were not tried
or convicted under terror laws.

Four members of the Filton 24
group of defendants—Samuel
Corner, Charlotte Head, Ellie Kamio
and Fatema Zainab Rajwani—were
found guilty of criminal damage
earlier this month.

The defendants damaged Israeli
military drones and equipment inside
Elbit’s facility in Filton, near Bristol.
They explained that they wanted “to
destroy Elbit’s killer drones and save
as many lives as possible”.

Zoe Rogers and Jordan Devlin
were acquitted. Corner was also
found guilty of Grievous Bodily
Harm (GBH) without intent—but
not the more severe charge of GBH
with intent.

This was a retrial after a previous
jury failed to reach a verdict over
criminal damage charges.

The non-violent direct action
activists broke into the Israeli
weapons factory in August 2024, long
before the state proscribed Palestine
Action under the Terrorism Act.

The jury was not informed that
they could be sentenced as terrorists
if they were found guilty. This is
unprecedented in British history.

It follows changes brought in
under the 2021 Counter-Terrorism
and Sentencing Act 2021 that
allows judges to treat a “terrorism
connection” as an aggravating factor
when sentencing.

In this case, the so-called terrorism
connection is the defendants’
opposition to the Israeli state and
their determination to act to prevent
a genocide.

The four have already spent
18 months in prison on remand.

THE GROUP of six who faced a retrial

With the “terrorism connection”
added to their sentence, campaign
group Defend Our Juries (DOJ) says
they are likely to be locked up for
four years.

To get out sooner, they would
need to renounce their opposition
to Israel’s actions.

On release, they could be on
license as terrorists for 15 years.
They will need to register any new
device, bank account or email
address with the police, or risk
returning to prison.

Restrictions
A DOJ spokesperson said, “This grave
miscarriage of justice should be a
matter of public outrage. Had the jury
not been deliberately kept in the dark
about this secret terrorist sentencing,
it may not have chosen to convict.”
The British state has cracked
down on people taking action
over Palestine as it seeks to stifle
opposition to its complicity in

Israel’s genocide. During the same
trial, there were extraordinary
restrictions on what the barristers
and defendants could say.

The defence barristers were not
allowed to speak to the jury about
what Elbit does or why the defendants
took their action, for example.

This led to five of the barristers
leaving the trial.

Another group of Palestine
activists, the Brize Norton Five, are
still on remand awaiting trial. They
include Umer Khalid, a disabled
former hunger striker who has been
left to crawl on the floor after not
being provided with a suiotable
wheelchair.

The Palestine movement should
step up the campaign against
these attacks on our ability to take
action, including when the four are
sentenced on 12 June.

The real terrorists are the Israeli
state and the Western backers in the
White House and Downing Street.

Government’s dirty data centre plans

THE LABOUR government wants
to roll out hundreds of data
centres across Britain to provide
the computing power for artificial
intelligence (AI).

It wants to bypass opposition
from local councils and
communities. And the plans
could trash Labour’s commitment
to “net zero” climate policies and
send us further towards climate
disaster.

Data centres use vast amounts
of electricity.

There has been a massive
upsurge in investment in data
centres as private sector operators
rush to join the lucrative industry.
Delays in connecting the new data
centres to the national electricity
grid have led them to scramble to
get gas connections instead.

Silvia Simon, of Future Energy
Networks, which represents
Britain’s natural gas suppliers,

Google data centre in Hertfordshire

said the group had received over
100 requests for gas connections
from data centre operators in the
past two years.

In 2024, data centres used
8.3 terawatt hours of power.
But this is set to surge to over
26 terawatt hours by 2030, the
equivalent of about eight months
of London’s energy use. The
100 requests received by Future
Energy Networks alone are

equivalent to an extra
15 terawatt hours per year.

Some reports say that data
centres could end up consuming
more energy per day than the
entire country does now.

The general purpose Al models
that the industry favours means
that data centres need to keep
their servers running at all times.

Some proposed to use diesel
generators as a back-up power
source. But they are increasingly
planning to use fossil fuels as
their main source of energy.

In the US, 11 data centres for
use by OpenAl, Meta, Microsoft
and xAI are expected to burn so
much gas that their emissions
will exceed that of the whole of
Morocco.

Britain could be heading down
the same road as the government
powers ahead with its dirty data
centre plans.

WHAT WE THINK

CLASS STRUGGLE, NOT
LESSER EVIL POLITICS

HOULD THE Green Party stand aside if Andy Burnham
is the Labour candidate in the Makerfield by election?
Surely it would be wiser to throw everything behind
Labour to stop Reform UK, many on the left argue.
Some of these arguments have come from within the
Green Party, the dominant force to the left of Labour in England. Its
former leader Caroline Lucas has called on the party to stand aside
and support Burnham instead.

But there are several problems with this approach.

First, it assumes that Burnham is the best placed candidate to
win—and this is not a foregone conclusion.

Support for Labour collapsed in the local elections in England and
the Welsh parliamentary election. It failed to make gains in Scotland.
But there’s a more fundamental reason why the left standing
down to whichever party is “best placed” to beat Reform UK is

wrong.

Nigel Farage’s far right party taps into the sense that “Britain is
broken” and claims to be an “anti-establishment” force. But racism
binds together the story the far right sells—with immigration and
multiculturalism to blame for “national decline.”

Anti-racist campaigning is key to exposing the lies about
immigration.

The approach favoured by many union leaders—focusing on
Farage’s free market policies and ducking the argument about
immigration—will not work.

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) has pushed up the progressive vote
in some key battlegrounds. Our task is to strength the anti-racist
networks in local areas, workplaces and unions which can mobilise
against Reform UK and the fascists on the streets.

However, our class going on the offensive over the cost of living
crisis would shift the balance of forces in Britain. A whiff of class
struggle could transform the political atmosphere and terrain.

Fighting back together against a common class enemy doesn’t
deal with the far right by itself—far from it. But the sense of unity
can make it harder for the far right's politics of despair and racist
scapegoating to get a hearing.

That’s why popularising the slogan,“VWe won't pay for Trump’s
war,” and pushing for strikes this year is vital.

The left lining up behind Burnham wouldn’t strengthen this
strategy. In fact, it would be a step away from that sort of strategy.

Unity in action is key to beating the likes of Farage and Reform
UK or Nazi Tommy Robinson.

But the “popular front” approach that underpins calls for the left
to stand down for whoever is “best placed” goes beyond that.

Crucially, it sees the left subordinate its politics to the centre that
has failed.

Burnham has made clear that he won’t step outside the fiscal
rules set by Labour—meaning more austerity mark 2.

He has not signalled a break with the racism and authoritarianism
of Labour and the dangerous concessions it makes to Reform UK
over immigration. That politics will continue to feed the far right.

Instead, let’s focus on winning people to a strategy based on
mobilisation from below.

Keep up with the news and get our
morning newsletter in your inbox

everyday...

BREAKFAST

Scan this QR code to sign up >
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Has the curtain closed
for Trumpin China?

THERE’S A famous opera by John Adams and Alice
Goodman called Nixon in China. It’s about the historic
visit US president Richard Nixon paid to Beijing in
February 1972.

The notorious anti-Communist Nixon sought to persuade
Mao Zedong, leader of the Chinese Revolution, to switch
sides in the Cold War.

This ploy, continued by the Democrat president Jimmy
Carter, helped to tilt the balance against the Soviet Union.

Maybe one day there will be an opera called Trump in
Beijing about the US president’s visit to China last week.

Nixon’s trip helped engineer a geopolitical shift allowing
the US to become the unchallenged capitalist hegemon at the
end of the 20th century. This time the story was very different.

In the intervening years, there has been a huge shift in
the global distribution of economic power. In 1972, the
US accounted for between 25 and 30 percent of global
manufacturing value added, China 4 percent. In 2024 the US
share was 10 percent, China’s 30 percent.

The irony is that US presidents such as Ronald Reagan
and Bill Clinton encouraged China’s integration into the
world market. They believed this would lead to a gradual
transformation of Chinese state capitalism into a liberal
capitalist society subordinated to the US.

Instead, China under Xi Jinping has powered ahead,
affirming its rejection of the US-led “rules-based order,” and
drawing many other economies into its trade and investment
network.

The main remaining US competitive edge has been Silicon
Valley’s high-tech dominance. But Chinese firms already
lead in some industries of the future—for example, electric
vehicles, Al and advanced chips.

The conservative commentator Ross Douthat writes in the
New York Times newspaper, “To the extent that comparisons
to the actual Cold War are relevant, China is a more
powerful material competitor than the Soviet Union ever
managed to become.

“And our so-far-unsuccessful Iranian gamble has left the
American hard-power position looking as perilous as it’s ever
been.”

Exposed
Trump sounded the alarm about the Chinese threat to US
hegemony during his first presidential campaign in 2016.

But he was forced to retreat from massive tariff hikes
last year after Xi cut off the supply of the rare earths whose
production China dominates. And the failure of the US and
Israel to defeat Iran has exposed how the drone revolution in
military technology is eroding the Pentagon’s power.

So, instead of the usual bullying and bragging, Trump, we
saw a much humbler figure in Beijing.

Ja Ian Chong of the National University of Singapore
told the Financial Times newspaper, “In terms of optics and
rhetoric, Xi probably came across as stronger. Trump looked
like he was pleading, needing something from Xi, with all of
the unrequited praise.”

Trump came as the petitioner. He wanted Xi to agree to
buy Boeing airliners and US soybeans. But he got nothing in
the way of concrete commitments. He also hoped that China
would put pressure on Iran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz—
in itself a sign of the decline of US military power.

But why should Xi lift a finger to help Trump? The
disastrous Iran war is draining away US prestige and power.
Or rather—why should he do it for free?

Xi made his price quite clear publicly, saying, “The Taiwan
question is the most important issue in China-US relations.
If mishandled, the two countries could face confrontation or
even conflict, pushing the entire China-US relationship into a
highly dangerous situation.”

Beijing is determined to complete the reunification of
China by incorporating the US-backed island of Taiwan.
Trump says he is thinking over whether or not to sell
£12 billion in arms to Taiwan.

However he decides, the military balance in Asia is
shifting against Washington. Iranian drones and missiles
took out most US bases in the Middle East.

There seems little doubt that, in the event of a war over
Taiwan, China could do the same to most US bases in the
Western Pacific. The US is by no means out—it remains
financially dominant. But it’s definitely down.
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There are so many reasons
to boycott Eurovision 2026

EUROVISION HAS lost all
its credibility with its
refusal to exclude Israel
over its genocide in Gaza.
Broadcasters from
Iceland, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Slovenia
and the Spanish state
have boycotted the
contest this year. Artists
like 2024 winner Nemo
have joined the boycott.
The refusal to exclude
Israel has exposed
Eurovision’s hypocrisy.
Russia was excluded from
the contest after it
invaded Ukraine in 2022.
Belarus was also
excluded for its lack of

Layered
fighting

BEING A disabled activist—
and a long-term casualised
worker with Multiple
Sclerosis (MS)—means
organising while navigating
structural precarity, trauma,
anxiety and instability.

At a university shaped by
continual cuts, “fighting”
is layered. That means
fighting for job security and
for reasonable adjustments
that should be automatic.

It’s fighting the narrative
that disabled staff are less
resilient as opposed to
the truth—that they are
structurally disadvantaged.
And fighting cycles
of casualisation and
uncertainty.

Being on the National
Executive Committee
of the UCU (University
and College Union) as a
disabled member means
I can translate lived
experience into policy and
challenge performative
commitments concretely.

I got involved in the
union because precarity
leaves you with a choice—
isolation or collectivisation.
Activism became a survival
strategy.

You cannot campaigns
on anti-casualisation
without understanding
disability impact.

When disabled members
lead, the union’s culture
changes. Disabled leadership
makes it more democratic
and more effective.

Christina
North London

press freedom.

But, despite decades of
war crimes, occupation
and genocide, Israel has
not only been allowed to
continue participating,
but has been actively
enabled by organisers.

Other contestants have
been punished for
showing solidarity with
Palestine.

Violated

Israel has also
consistently violated the
rules of the contest
without punishment.
Last year, the Israeli
Public Broadcasting

Corporation encouraged
fans to vote multiple
times, a practice it
repeated during this
year’s semi-finals.

Israel uses Eurovision
to launder its reputation,
often choosing LGBT +
contestants to appear
liberal and distract from
its atrocities in Palestine.

Israeli promotional
videos for the contest
have featured occupied
Palestinian and Syrian
territories. Israel’s 2024
entry was originally titled
“October Rain” and
presented the apartheid
state as victims.

Eurovision is not
neutral, the contest is
organised by European
broadcasters through the
European Broadcasting
Union and votes often
follow diplomatic lines.

Israel’s participation in
the contest shows the
complicity of the
European mainstream
media. And with the poor
quality of this year’s
entries, there’s really no
excuse not to boycott and
send a message that
Israeli genocide is not
tolerated.

Rebecca Givan
Aberdeen
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UCU should mount a
national fightback

I STARTED a part-time
PhD at London South
Bank University (LSBU)
in January. I'd already
been delayed by a year,
partly due to big staff
cuts.

My supervisor was on
long-term sick leave, so I
was eventually given
another one.

As soon as I met my
second supervisor, it was
clear they knew nothing
about, and had no
interest in, my subject.
Then, they were targeted
in a new round of cuts.

Soon after that, I found
out I’d been enrolled on
the wrong PhD course
altogether and that I’d

been working for over
three months for nothing.

The new job cuts mean
there’s nobody left who
can supervise me.

The chaos and the jobs
massacre at LSBU is part
of a sustained attack
across higher education—
especially targeting
humanities subjects.

Worst of all, my union,
the UCU, is leaving
branches to fight alone
instead of mounting a
national fightback over
the cuts and against the
tuition fees regime that
has led to this. It’s
criminal.

Roddy Slorach
East London
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Secretive
justice

WE’'RE NOT allowed to hold
a cardboard sign claiming
support for Palestine. This
is considered as support
for terrorism.

Take note that
simultaneously jury trials
are being phased out.

Juries invariably act as
a countermeasure to these
changes in criminal law.

The criminalisation
of protest alongside the
phasing out of jury trials is
not coincidental.

We can see planning
taking place beyond
the public sphere in a
secretive, sinister and
manipulative manner.

Louis Shawcross
County Down, Ireland

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS
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Samsung
workers
threaten Al
boomwitha
mass strike

The multinational makes billions in
profits and its South Korean workers
want their share, writes Yuri Prasad

A MASSIVE strike in South
Korea has the potential to
derail the Al boom—and humble
one of the world’s biggest
multinational firms.

Some 40,000 workers at Samsung
Electronics were set to walk out for
18 days on Wednesday in a fight
over pay and bonuses.

The workers make around
40 percent of the high-bandwidth
computer chips needed for artificial
intelligence systems.

They are furious that the firm has
denied them a decent share of the
whopping profits workers create.

Unions point out that Samsung
grabbed operating profits of nearly
£25 billion last year. They demand
that it allocates 15 percent of its
profits to an employee bonus scheme
and make the change permanent by
writing it into workers’ contracts.

And they insist they have the
power to force the company’s hand.
Union strength across Samsung
divisions has ballooned recently.

One of the unions at the firm has
grown from just 6,000 members
last September to 75,000 today.
Together with the other main
union in the dispute, the National
Samsung Electronics Union, they
have a combined 90,000 members.

Samsung employs around
120,000 people in total, with some
70,000 working in semiconductors.

Rally
Workers’ Solidarity, Socialist
Worker’s sister newspaper in South
Korea, recently reported on a
40,000-strong Samsung union rally.
Throngs of young workers greeted
each other enthusiastically, saying,
“You came too!”

It quoted a worker from the
giant Samsung Hwaseong campus,
which produces advanced Al chips.
They said, “Our department usually
doesn’t step up for things like this,
but this time is different. There is a
vibe this time where young workers
are rising from the bottom up.”

Union leader Choi Seung-ho
attacked government ministers who

Union leader Choi Seung-ho

have said the planned strike is a
threat to Samsung and “the nation”.

“This year’s operating profit
exceeds 300 trillion won, which
amounts to approximately 1 trillion
won per day,” he said. “If we halt
operations for the 18 days of strike, it
will create a gap of nearly 18 trillion
won.

“We must show the management
that the numbers they trust so
deeply come from our own hands.”

A trillion won is about half a
billion pounds.

That was not lost on the bosses.
The union rally alone cost Samsung
58 percent of its semiconductor pro-
duction for the day.

Samsung bosses and their friends
in government and the right wing
press hope that a court injunction
against the strike issued on Monday
will derail the union.

A relieved report in the Financial
Times newspaper says the court’s
decision will “significantly weaken
the scope of the strike and the
negotiating power of the unions.”

“Samsung’s chip production is
therefore unlikely to be disrupted
significantly.”

The government is also
manoeuvring to force the union
into compulsory arbitration. It
assumes that workers and their
unions will accept the authority of
ministers and the courts.

But the workers have the power
not only to defy the judges and the
government but also to humiliate
the greedy Samsung bosses. Now
they must use it.

With thanks to Workers' Solidarity, our
sister paper in South Korea.

MEMBERS OF the National Samsung Electronics Union struck in July 2024 for higher wages

Bolivia’s general strike intensifies

b; FRANKIE MURDEN

ROADBLOCKS AND mass protests
brought Bolivia’s major cities to a
halt last week amid a nationwide
strike of miners and rural
workers.

Protesters marched on
motorways and faced down riot
police and tear gas.

Miners set off sticks of
dynamite last Thursday in the
capital La Paz, in an apparent
attempt to get into the
presidential palace.

Unions of miners and rural
workers in Bolivia launched a
general strike to force out right
wing president Rodrigo Paz.
Teachers and transport workers
have now joined the action.

David Mamani, leader of the
mining union FSTMB, said the
action “was the decision of the
rank and file”.

Undermined

Led by peasant and farming
organisations, a 20-day march
started late last month opposed
new Law 1720 that would have
undermined Indigenous peoples’
and peasants’ right to the land.
The state was forced to repeal
the law last week.

The leader of CSUTCB
peasants’ union, Oscar Cardozo,
declared, “Our life is collective,
not individual. The land must be
respected. It’s not for sale.”

Thousands protest against new law that will privatise communal land

The demand over land
ownership has grown into
demands for diesel, pay and an
end to austerity measures and
privatisation.

Now protesters and strikers are
demanding a 20 percent pay rise.

At least 67 highways have been
blocked across seven provinces.
In response, Paz has deployed
3,500 soldiers and police officers.

Mamani has said that Paz
is “incapable of resolving the
country’s problems.”

Bolivia used to be a major
exporter of natural gas, but the
reserves ran dry and now it is an
importer of fuel.

The global oil shortage caused
by the blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz has resulted in surging
inflation.

The country is now facing its
worst economic crisis in decades.

Paz came to power in
November 2025 after more than
two decades of a leftist reformist
government.

Evo Morales of the Movement
Towards Socialism (Mas) was
elected president in 2005 on
the back of a revolt against
neoliberalism.

Mas reduced poverty and
challenged US imperialism.

But it had no plan to break
with the logic of the profit
system and ended up making
concessions to corporations.

Last year Mas faced a
shattering defeat with the
election of Paz.

But hope has revived with
resistance on the streets.
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MEET THE
PEOPLE AT THE

SHARP END OF

THE HOUSING

CRISIS

Pat Meusel spoke to tenants who have been moved far from
family and friends, people whose high rents mean they can’t
settle and to activists that know what needs to be done to

solve Britain’s housing crisis

Temporary housing

TEA IS one of thousands of homeless
people that local councils have relocated
far away from their families and their
social support networks.

It’s a process that rips up communities—
and destroys people’s lives.

“I'lived in Haringey, in north London,
for over 20 years. My children were born
and raised there, and our wider family,
including their grandparents, have lived
in the borough for decades,” says Tea.

In 2023, Tea was evicted from a
private rental and became homeless.
She turned to Haringey council for help,
hoping that she and her family would be
able to live locally.

“Instead, we were placed in
temporary accommodation in Brent, in
west London, far away from everything
familiar to us,” she said.

Homelessness and moving to
temporary accommodation is having
a devastating impact on her and her
children.

Temporary accommodation is not
meant to be a long term solution. Yet
nearly three years later, Tea and her
family are still trapped in there with no
way out.

“The distance means it’s extremely
difficult to maintain connections with
family, friends and support services,”
she said.

Tea described the horrendous state of
housing that is not fit for purpose. “It’s
in very poor condition and not suitable
for a family. There is mould, as well as
problems with mice and rats. There are

Mother and child forced to live in
converted shipping containers in
Hanwell, west London

Watching my
children’s wellbeing
decline has been
heartbreaking.
They’ve lost stability
I

crumbling walls, problems with the gas,”
she said.

The move has upended every aspect
of her family’s life.

“My children’s education has been
severely disrupted. Both of my children
have had to change schools twice within
two years,” Tea said.

“I've long struggled with my mental
health, and the instability and stress of
our situation have made it significantly
worse.

“Watching my children’s well-being
decline has been heartbreaking. They’ve
lost not just stability in their home and
education, but also their sense of belong-
ing and community,” she reported.

Tea has tried to contact Haringey
council for help, holding out hope that
she and her family will be able to return
to the borough.

Private renting

Private renters are also forced

to move from flat to flat, as they
struggle to manage skyrocketing
rents and face the looming threat of
eviction.

Oscar, a part time college student
living in London, spoke to Socialist
Worker about the pressures of living
in the capital as a private renter.

“Pm living in south London now,
but I've lived all over in the past few
years—east, west and north. I moved
wherever I could find a place cheap
enough,” he said.

“Having to move constantly is just

Housing for the rich

is a commodity to

be bought and sold
(above) Bringing up
children is hard enough
already without being
ripped away from
nearby family and
support networks
(below)

another stress I don’t need, that no
one else needs. It makes it hard to
keep up with my studies. And since
I’'m having to work while I study, ’'m
constantly having to change jobs as
well,” Oscar added.

In December, Oscar was a victim
of a so-called Section 21 “no fault”
eviction.

His landlord wasn’t required to
give him a reason. But when Oscar
looked up the flat later, he wasn’t
surprised to see the landlord had
jacked up the rent.

One of the Labour government’s
keystone policies is the Renters’
Rights Act, which came into force
this month. It means landlords now
have to give sufficient reasons for

evictions, and a longer notice period.

But, while the Act has been
praised as a “once in a generation
reform,” it stops short of addressing
the root of the problem, a housing
system driven by competition and
private profit.

Landlords are now limited to just
one rent rise a year and these must
be in line with market rates. But this
is little consolation for those forced
to foot the bill.

Oscar said the Renters’ Rights
Act was some help, but is a case of
far too little, far too late. “Surely
rent controls could have been put in
place?” he asked.

Last month chancellor Rachel
Reeves considered imposing a
one-year rent freeze on the private
sector, to help renters cope with

a cost of living crisis that has
deepened due to the US war on Iran.
And to try to win back voters from
the Green Party.

But housing minister Steve Reed
said the Labour government was
dead set against any such measure.
“I think I’'ve been crystal clear, we’re
not doing it,” he said.

Labour is unwilling to side with
renters against landlords. This is
hardly surprising. Some 43 Labour
MPs are themselves landlords.

The worst offender is Jas Athwal.
The Labour MP for Ilford South owns
15 flats. He has referred to himself

Searching the private
rental market means
being ready to pay
huge deposits and
astronomical rents—
with much of the
money required up
front (above)

as a “renter’s champion,” yet his
tenants say the flats are mouldy and
infested with ants.

The limited gains represented by
the Renters’ Rights Act are the result
of popular pressure from those
affected by rising rents. But those
same people will also be the ones
who will feel its shortcomings most
sharply.

“I wish I could say that I’ll be
staying in London, settling down
here. But I just don’t see how that’s
going to be possible, the way things
are going. Sooner or later, I'll be
priced out,” Oscar said.

Social housing

Under capitalism, access to shelter—a
basic human need—is treated as a
commodity. Working class people,
especially the most marginalised,
have always had to struggle to find
somewhere to live.

Sometimes their struggles have won
gains. During the long, post-war boom
of the 1950s and 1960s, there was an
expansion of public housing.

But this was rolled back in the
1980s when the Tories under Margaret
Thatcher pushed the “right to buy,” the
mass sale of previously public owned
housing into private hands along
with a lifting of what rent controls
remained.

The proliferation of private
landlords was the predictable result
of decisions made by previous

governments. They laid the basis for
the housing crisis we see today that
impacts private sector renters, those in
social housing and people forced into
temporary accommodation.

Housing associations are an attempt
to deal with the problems caused by
this shift from a public to a largely
privatised housing system.

These were set up as not-for-profit
organisations to offer the social housing
that local councils once provided.

But despite these lofty ideals, they
are still allowed to make tonnes of
money from charging rent to their
tenants.

One of the worst offenders is Clarion
Housing. The single largest housing
association in Britain, it owns more
than 125,000 properties across 170
local authorities, providing housing to
more than 350,000 people.

In 2024-5, Clarion reported a record
turnover of over £1 billion. Its CEO,
Clare Miller, pays herself an annual
salary of £500,000.

Infestations

Meanwhile, Clarion tenants pay for the
privilege of living in flats with chronic
damp and mould, pest infestations and
structural problems.

Clarion also lets some of its
properties to other, smaller housing
associations like the Peter Bedford
Housing Association (PBHA).

PBHA houses vulnerable adults in
east and north London. On 18 February,
69 tenants in PBHA flats were told that
they would be subject to Section 21 no
fault evictions, still legal at the time.

Diana was one of those affected. She
had been homeless after leaving an
abusive relationship before moving into
a PBHA flat in Islington, north London.

She had been living in a PBHA flat
for six years. Some of her neighbours
had been there for 25 years.

But Diana organised her neighbours
and fought back. In doing so she
found out that PBHA was not even her
landlord.

“Many of us, most of us, had no idea
that the properties belonged to Clarion,
and were only being rented out by
PBHA,” she told Socialist Worker.

Initially, neither Clarion nor PBHA
were willing to meet with the tenants.

“We were denied even the chance to
talk directly with Clarion,” she added.

But after organising a petition, and
publicising their story, the tenants
forced both Clarion and PBHA to the
table.

“If we hadn’t organised ourselves
I'm 100 percent sure they would have
continued to ignore us,” Diana said.

At the meeting, Clarion and PBHA
said they were taking evictions off the
table and promised to rehouse all the
tenants.

But Diana feels this is simply a
delaying tactic.

“They told one of the tenants, a
vulnerable person, that if it comes

If we hadn’t organised
ourselves I'm sure
the housing
association would

have ignored us
I

Black mould is a perennial problem
in social housing

down to it and they can’t find similar
housing, he can always find a place in
a shelter,” she said.

And Diana’s sure what Clarion’s
plans will be once the properties are
back in their hands.

“They’ll renovate them and split
them up into single, self-contained
flats, so they can make more money,”
she said.

Clearly, the system is in crisis and no
longer working. But while the problems
are a long time in the making, there is
much that could be done in the short
term by way of solutions.

Nationwide

Housing campaigner Paul Burnham
told Socialist Worker that there are
measures that could be put in place
immediately and without any cost to
the council.

He pointed out that there are
currently more than 130 council homes
in the Love Lane estate, in Haringey,
sitting empty.

“The council could immediately use
them for temporary accommodation for
those needing housing in Haringey,”
Paul said.

Beyond such local measures, there
is a lot that could be done nationwide
as well. Paul said that the measures in
last week’s King’s speech put limits on
the right to buy.

“The obvious thing is it should be
abolished,” he said. “Having a public
housing programme with right to buy
is like trying to fill a bath with the plug
out.”

But what’s needed most of all is a
system geared towards public good
rather than private profit.

“The system as it stands takes no
account whatsoever of people that
are not able to access the market. It
takes no account whatsoever of the
affordability of the housing that’s been
produced.

“And it takes no account whatsoever
of the increasing inequalities which
follow from this kind of approach,”
Paul argued.

And there is an alternative, a simple
solution.

“Invest in council housing, both
in new council housing and in the
existing stock. And introduce rent
controls.

“It’s simply a question of having
public policies that actually address
people’s real needs and help to deal
with social exclusion and social
inequality by reducing them,” Paul
said.
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omewhere
deep in a
laboratory
in San
Francisco,
California,
sits an Artificial
Intelligence model so
powerful that its locked
in a digital vault.

They say it can break into
any computer system, tear
apart a country’s defences,
shut down its power
stations and loot its banks.
Only those working for the
US state will be allowed to
access it, they insist.

Anthropic’s Claude
Mythos was launched
last month and is AI’s
most able Large Language
Model (LLM) yet. LLMs are
generally data-mining tools
that repackage existing
information.

But according to the
Financial Times newspaper,
Claude Mythos is “the
first AI model that can
autonomously discover, chain
together and exploit or patch
software vulnerabilities more
effectively than almost every
human researcher, at an
unprecedented scale.”

Al in this context is not
a productivity tool, it is a
weapon. No wonder that
Russian state media describes
Mythos as equivalent to the
“atomic bomb”.

We are now in an Al arms
race.

China, as the only world
power with the potential to
compete with the US, is racing
to catch up. It knows every
aspect of its state machine is
vulnerable—and that it has no
ability to retaliate.

Donald Trump wants to keep
it that way. For years, US officials
have estimated that Al models
developed by its most advanced
firms are some six months ahead
of China’s best models.

OW, THEY plan
to build Al
supercomputers
across the US in
a project called
Stargate, which
involves the firms OpenAl,
Oracle and Microsoft.

While the project is
nominally privately funded and
controlled, Stargate itself was
launched in the White House.
Trump pledged to use executive
orders to fast track the energy
and infrastructure it needs.

The British establishment’s
Chatham House think tank,
notes, “Stargate’s scale hints
at the growing convergence of
national security, infrastructure
and Silicon Valley interests.”

Trump’s supporters want to
further press their advantage
by acting against the free
market that capitalists normally
trumpet. They demand the US
halt all exports of Al chips and
semiconductor manufacturing
equipment to China.

In response, the Chinese
state has boosted massively
its own semiconductor design
and manufacturing industry,

THE US and China are vying for te

which it has sealed-off from the
global market.

The state is directly
subsidising firms such as Huawei
and Cambricon to develop
alternatives to US chips.

Whether Chinese-made Al
models will be able to keep up
remains to be seen. But the state
has already hit back effectively
by blocking exports of gallium
and germanium, critical
materials in chip making.

China’s fightback is worrying
the Trump administration. “If

chnological and economic supremacy

The global Al
competitionis
more than just
rivalry between

two states
[ ]

Al is more than the productivity tool we’re marketed,
writes Yuri Prasad. In the context of global capitalism and
competition, it is becoming a deadly weapon

we don’t win in Al, then it’s
game over,” the US treasury
secretary told the Wall Street
Journal newspaper last month.

It’s easy to see why atomic
rhetoric and Cold War analogies
have purchase. But they can
make it feel as though the battle
over Al is purely the result
of competition between rival
states.

But the way giant AI
corporations are increasingly
intertwined with the state
reveals something far more

systemic than national or
corporate competition.

In the Marxist tradition,
imperialism is not just one state
dominating other states. It comes
directly from the development
of capitalism—a system based
on the exploitation of labour
and driven by the competitive
accumulation of capital.

One pioneer of this theory
was the German socialist Rudolf
Hilferding.

In his 1910 book, Finance
Capital, he explained that
capitalism would lead to a
concentration and centralisation
of capital into the hands of
fewer and fewer capitalists. This
would then lead to a growth in
monopolies and competition
between these capitalists.

Here major firms’ needs
and the needs of the state
become interwoven. All talk
of free markets and the rule
of law become subsumed in
something far bigger—the
“national interest.”

Ultimately, every developed
capitalist state would become
locked into global competition
in order for its domestic
economy to compete with the
monopolies associated with
other states.

As Hilferding put it,
“Finance capital does not want
freedom, but domination.
It has no regard for the

independence of the individual
capitalist, but demands
the state should be strong
enough to pursue its interests
everywhere.”

ODAY, THESE
major firms are
the Al and tech
giants that have
subsumed rivals
to become “too

big to fail.’

In 1916, the Russian Marxist
Vladimir Lenin took the theory
of imperialism further, arguing
that the reorganisation of
capital into monopolies was the
system’s final, parasitic stage.

He argued that giant
conglomerates that combined
with the state did more than
trade, they divided the world
into spheres of influence and
prepared the ground for war.

“This is a new stage of world
concentration of capital and
production, incomparably
higher than the preceding
stages,” he wrote.

“Let us see how this
super-monopoly develops. They
first divided the home market
among themselves. But the
home market, under capitalism,
is inevitably bound up with the
foreign market.”

To dominate the “foreign
market,” said Lenin, the ruling
class would use the nation’s
military as a threat against rivals.

Today’s tech and Al oligarchs
once preached an ideology of a
shrunken state, where taxes,
pay and regulations would be so
low that pioneering firms could
flourish. Some even thought
that corporations themselves
would become the basis for a
new “network state.”

Meta, the owners of
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Facebook and Instagram, for
ten years planned to build a
59-acre town called Willow
Village near its headquarters in
Menlo Park, California.

Before it was cancelled earlier
this month, Willow Village was
to be Meta’s own mini state, free
from some of the “constraints”
limiting other towns.

But intensifying competition
is developing between the US
and China. Fearful of China
emerging as a competitor on the
global stage, the US is competing
to hold onto its economic and
technological supremacy.

OST TECH
bosses have
learned to
love the
militarised
international
power that only the capitalist
nation state provides.

As well as protection at
home and abroad, bosses also
need the state for financial
support because they are in
competition with other firms
fed on government subsidies.

That’s been a big part of tech
firms’ recent pivot away from
talk of being for “public benefit.”

Google recently removed
stipulations preventing its
products from being used to
create weaponry. It now allows
the military to embed Gemini Al
technology in its programs.

OpenAl had a ban similar to
Google’s but since 2024 it has
had a serving US lieutenant
colonel on its board. Now,
together with other tech firms, it
has signed up to a $200 million
contract with the Department
of War.

For a short time, Anthropic
appeared to be an outlier. It
even sued the Department
of War for blacklisting the
firm when it refused to allow
its Al to be used for domes-
tic mass surveillance and fully
autonomous weapons.

But that’s changing now.

Co-founder and chief
executive Dario Amodei
emphasises, “Anthropic has
much more in common with
the Department of War than we
have differences.”

And in a blog post in
January, he warned of the
deadly threat of bioweapons
developed by Chinese Al. But
he simultaneously argued that
firms such as his should arm
democratic governments with
the most advanced Al possible
to guard against that danger.

It came as no surprise to
learn that the US military used
Anthropic’s Claude Al to select
targets in Iran. Perhaps the
Shajareh Tayyebeh school in

Anthropic CEO
Dario Amodei
(top) The US is
using Al to select
targets in Iran
(above)

Minab was one of them. If so,
then the blood of more than
100 children is on Amodei.

Many tech workers are
enraged at the way their labour
is being used for war, rather
than improving people’s lives.

In 2018, over 3,000 Google
workers signed a petition
against the firm’s involvement
in a government project to use
their AI to analyse military
drone footage.

A few years later, Google
workers protested against the
firm for allowing its products
to be used in Israel’s genocide
of the Palestinians.

This year, Google’s DeepMind
Al workers in Britain voted to
unionise partly in response to
the company signing a new
contract with the Pentagon.

Microsoft and Amazon
workers have also acted against
bosses that talk of “doing good”
all the while profiting from war.

The hypocrisy of the ruling
class—in both its industrial
and state forms—is a terribly
familiar story. Writing months
before the carnage of the
Second World War, Russian
revolutionary Leon Trotsky
issued a warning.

“War is a gigantic commercial
enterprise, especially for the
war industry,” he wrote.

“The ‘60 Families—the ruling
financial and industrial elite
are therefore first-line patriots
and the chief provocateurs
of war. Workers’ control of
war industries is the first step
in the struggle against the
‘manufacturers’ of war.”

READ MORE

Tracing the arc of

Imperialism and

capitalist crisis global political
By Anne Alexander economy
International Socialism By Alex Callinicos,
190, £6 £19.99

The Al arms race
By Anne Alexander
International Socialism
187, £6

All these books are
available at Bookmarks,
bookmarksbooks.com
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MARXISM

Do great leaders really
make history?

WHAT WOULD history
look like if key leaders
missed their moment?

What if Hitler had been
assassinated in 1921? What
if Lenin’s sealed train had
derailed while taking him
back to Russia in 1917?

We are taught that
history is about the actions
and motivations of those
in positions of power.

Russian revolutionary
Leon Trotsky wrote that in
ordinary times, “History is
made by specialists in that
line of business—kings,
ministers, bureaucrats,
parliamentarians, journalists.”

Schools teach children to
admire the iconoclasts and the
daring risk-takers, while they
are bullied into compliance.

This isn’t just something we
learn—it fits our experience.

Leaders can send us to
war, destroy our jobs and
criminalise our identities—
and it seems there is little
we can do about it.

Napoleon Bonaparte
reshaped France, removing
the democratic gains of the
1789 revolution. He famously
wrote, “History is the version
of past events that people
have decided to agree upon.”

Understandings of the past
are always contested. The right
seizes on figures who embody
nostalgia for an imperial
past—Winston Churchill, Cecil
Rhodes, Margaret Thatcher.
They want us to venerate slave
owners and imperialists.

The left commemorates
those who fought for
change—Mahatma
Gandhi, Nelson Mandela,
Emmeline Pankhurst.

But radical leaders only
make an impact if thousands
of people fight for their ideas.

History
Marxists place the struggles of
ordinary people at the centre
of understanding history.
The oppressed classes
do not occupy the offices of
state. They make history in
the factories, in the barracks,
in the villages, on the streets
of the cities, as Trotsky said.
Karl Marx wrote that human
beings “make their own
history, but they do not make
it as they please.” They make

LEON TROTSKY with Red Guards during Russian Revolution

“history under circumstances
existing already, given and
transmitted from the past.”

No individual can exert
their will independently of the
conditions in which they live.
Before the CIA murdered him
in 1967, Che Guevara said,
“If you are a revolutionary,
make a revolution”.

But revolutions are not
conjured up by leaders—
it is social conditions that
drive people to fight back.

Trotsky wrote, “To a tickle,
people react differently, but
to a red-hot iron, alike.

“As a steam-hammer
converts a sphere and a
cube alike into sheet metal,
so under the blow of too
great and inexorable events
resistances are smashed
and the boundaries of
‘individuality’ lost.”

Revolutionaries can call for
general strikes and demand the
barricades go up—that doesn’t
mean anyone will listen.

But there are turning points
in history—when one worker
defies her bosses’ threats and
leads a walkout, when a group
of women convince soldiers
not to fire, when one speech
inspires thousands to act.

These can be spontaneous,

Leaders only
make an impact
if people fight

for their ideas
]

with new leaders emerging
from the struggle.

But to be really effective,
spontaneous leadership must
combine with political ideas
and strategies based on the
experiences of the past.

Leadership

At these turning points,

the courage and political
understanding of individuals
can push movements
forward and the lack of such
leadership can lead to defeat.

Trotsky said that in those
moments, “The masses break
over the barriers excluding
them from the political arena,
sweep aside their traditional
representatives and create
by their own interference
the initial groundwork
for a new regime.”

He described how
revolution involves “the
forcible entrance of the masses
into the realm of rulership
over their own destiny.”

Similar debates are
rehearsed in every movement
and strike. Deeply ingrained
habits of self-doubt and
deference have to be
challenged by activists who
build up the self-activity
of the working class.

Knowing when to fight
and what is achievable
comes through individual
and collective experience.

A key mechanism for
distilling that experience
is for people to organise
in a revolutionary party.

Such a party must be full
of “leaders”—people who
take initiatives and convince
others of the best way to
take the struggle forward.
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INTERVIEW

Socialist Worker

Martin Empson spoke to Ian Angus about
his most recent book, Metabolic Rifts—
Capitalism’s Assault on the Earth System.
Ian is editor of the journal Climate &
Capitalism and a long-time activist in
socialist and environmental movements.

Your new book is centred on
the multiple environmental
crises caused by capitalism.
How bad is it?

For nearly 12,000 years, since
the last ice age, conditions on
Earth have been favourable

for human development.

This has enabled the invention
of agriculture and the growth of
large, complex societies.

Today, environmental change,
driven by capitalism’s inexorable
drive to expand at all costs, is
undermining those conditions.

Like an autoimmune disease
that attacks the body it dwells
in, capitalism is tearing apart
the very planet that feeds it.

Scientists have identified
nine environmental conditions
that define a “safe operating
space for humanity”.

This is threatened by the
warming caused by greenhouse
gas emissions, the acidifica-
tion of the oceans, the extinc-
tion of plant and animal species.

Limits on these and other
changes must be respected to
maintain a habitable Earth.

Eight of the nine boundaries
have already been breached.
There is serious concern that
violating any one of them, or a
combination of them, could lead to
a tipping point from which there
would be no possible return.

The global situation is bad and
rapidly getting worse. Changes
are happening much faster than
scientists predicted a decade
ago. And the impact is felt most
severely by the world’s poorest
people, those who have done
the least to cause the crisis.

If nothing is done soon,

Like an
autoimmune
disease,
capitalism tears
apart the planet
that feeds it

substantial parts of the globe
will be uninhabitable and
life on the entire planet will
be very difficult indeed.

At the heart of your analysis
is Karl Marx’s “metabolic rift”
theory. Can you explain its
relevance for activists today?
Metabolic rift theory

provides an essential

framework for understanding
environmental crises.

It shows how and why
capitalism is engaged in an
unceasing war against nature.

Life and the environmental
conditions that sustain life
depend on metabolic cycles,
in which essential materials
are constantly recycled.

For example, through
natural processes, includ-
ing the breath of plants and
animals, our planet emits and
absorbs over 350 billion tons
of carbon dioxide every year.

For millions of years, emission
and absorption have been roughly
balanced. The carbon cycle makes
life on earth possible by constantly
circulating and reusing the matter
and energy that life requires.

Discarded

Capitalism, in contrast, is
linear—any part of production
that doesn’t contribute to profit
is discarded, not recycled.

As the Marxist philosopher
Istvan Meszaros wrote, the
measure of capitalism’s advance
is “the efficacy with which waste
can be generated and dissipated
on a monumental scale”.

Most notably, capital’s
dependence on fossil fuels
produces carbon dioxide as
waste, far more than natural
processes can absorb.

So, it is building up in the
atmosphere and the ocean, causing
global warming and reducing the
nutrient levels in major food crops.

There is a massive rift in the
carbon cycle caused by capitalism’s
inability to produce without
generating ever more pollution.

As I've tried to show in
my book, the concept of
metabolic rifts gives us tools
for understanding the causes of
environmental degradation. And
it provides guidance on how our
global crises can be solved.

War against nature—Marxist
theory and the ecological crisis

FLOODING IN Mozambique, south east Africa, in early 2026 affected 800,000 people

You follow Marx and Frederick
Engels in using the latest
scientific research in extending
a Marxist ecological analysis.
How are scientists
responding to
environmental
crisis?

The first thing to
note, of course, is that
there is no significant
scientific disagreement
about the growing
climate crisis.

No credible
scientist denies that
global warming is real
and that the cause
is greenhouse gas
emissions produced by
industry and agriculture.

The science is as certain
as anything we know how

about the Earth system.
Scientists have been very
active in pressing for action to
reduce emissions rap-
idly, warning the failure
to do so could have
catastrophic results.
Many now warn that
failing to change may
lead to unstoppable
climate change,
no matter what
action we take.
What'’s missing
from most scientific
proposals, however,
is a clear vision of
the political and
social changes that
must be made.
There are exceptions.
Climatologist Kate Marvel recently
resigned from Nasa in protest at
Donald Trump’s attacks on cli-
mate science. She has written
that we need a world “where the
power to make decisions about the
climate is invested in the people,
not corporations or billionaires.”
We can hope that she and
other scientists will help to build a
movement with that end in view.
The eco-socialist left, in
my view, needs to put strong
efforts into winning scientists
to radical conclusions.

You argue that revolution will
not see the immediate end of
the crisis, but the beginning.

How might that look?

The founders of the socialist

lan Angus

movement were reluctant to
predict what the transition
to socialism might be like.

As Marx famously said, he
didn’t want to write cookbooks
for the chefs of the future.

We don’t know what the exact
circumstances will be, so we can’t
provide detailed instructions.

But what we do know is that
after capitalism any new society
will inherit a severely damaged
planet. Many of the changes
are already irreversible.

Glaciers

For example, there is no way to
stop glaciers and ice sheets from
melting, which means that the
oceans will rise and coastal cities
will eventually be submerged.

If capitalism’s destructive
operations continue for much
longer, there will be many
such problems to address.

And repairing the damage will
take decades, even under the
most favourable conditions.

The German socialist Walter
Benjamin famously wrote
that a real revolution means
grabbing the emergency brake,
to stop capitalism from driving
humanity’s train to disaster.

The primary activity of a
revolutionary society, then, must
be to reroute the train, to an
ecologically sound destination.

20 May 2026

Metabolic Rifts—Capitalism’s Assault
on the Earth System by lan Angus is
available at bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
for £26
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Bath fight
hots up over

regrading

CHILDREN'S SOCIAL care
managers at Bath and North
East Somerset Council were
set to strike for three days from
Wednesday.

Team managers and deputy
team managers, who are Unison
union members, are fighting over
re-grading and to defend their
service.

Unison branch secretary
Toni Mayo said, “People are
leaving in droves and workloads
are unsafe.

“It's utter chaos, and members
are angry both about what the
council are doing and how it's
being done.”

Victory is just
the ticket in
Camden

TRAFFIC WARDENS in the
Camden Unison union branch in
north London scored a victory last
Saturday.

Ahead of Nazi Tommy
Robinson’s demonstration, the
union wrote to management
pointing out that one of their
bases was not far from where it
was assembling.

The union argued that
workers, who are predominantly
black, shouldn’t have to work
while groups of Nazis were
roaming around and could pose a
threat to them.

Bosses eventually agreed all
traffic wardens on the rota for
south of Euston Road on Saturday
would be stood down on full pay.

The traffic wardens won a large
pay rise in 2023 after 59 days on
indefinite strike.

That victory built both the
confidence and membership of the
branch.

LONDON UNDERGROUND

Tube strikes
are derailed

AT THE eleventh hour on
Monday, the RMT union called
off Tube strikes over Transport
for London bosses’ imposition of
a “fake four-day week”.

Tube drivers in RMT had
planned two 24-hour walkouts
beginning this Tuesday and again
at midday on Thursday.

But RMT leaders announced
on Monday that they were
suspending strikes as “the
employer has shifted its
position allowing us to further
explore our members’ concerns
about the imposition of new
rosters, fatigue and safety
issues”.

Workers shouldn't accept less
than what they're fighting for—
strikes are the best way to win.

UNISON UNION members on the picket line in Lambeth, south London last week

Will Green councll
stand with strikers?

bz]UDE MCKECHNIE

BOSSES AT Lambeth
council in south London
want to shut the only
specialist dementia day
centre in the borough.

To block these plans,
Unison union members took
to picket lines on Thursday of
last week.

One worker at the day
centre explained to Socialist
Worker that four posts have
already been lost at the centre
and six more are at risk.

The remaining staff will be
reallocated to a single room at
Aspire, a nearby organisation
that currently works
with adults with learning
difficulties.

But this won’t help people
with dementia who often have
complex needs.

The current centre has
a garden, sensory room,
personal care facilities,
kitchen, seating area and so
much more.

It allows those with

dementia to take part in
activities like painting, crafts,
planting and cake decorating.

Anne has worked for this
service for 48 years. “They
don’t even have a bed at Aspire
to allow us to be able to do
personal care, we need that,”
she told Socialist Worker.

Breaks
“Elderly people deserve
dignity and a good quality
of life even if they have
dementia.

“The thought that people
might lose their chance to
socialise breaks our heart.

“It’s caused so much anxiety
and stress,” said Anne. “I'm
71,1didn’t think I'd be getting
asked to interview for my job
at my age.

“I bring all those years
of experience and an
understanding of the needs of
those with dementia.

“But this is not appreciated.
That’s how the council has
made us feel.

“We feel that they don’t
care. They just want to make

savings. Those people who are
making these decisions don’t
see value in the work we do.”

The Labour Party lost
control of Lambeth in the
local elections, which returned
29 Green Party councillors,
26 Labour and eight Liberal
Democrat.

There could be a coalition
between the Greens and
Lib Dems.

Many of the new Green
councillors elected last week
came to show solidarity with
the workers.

Councillor Jacqueline
Bond, told Socialist Worker
that they would push to save
the service if they form the
new administration.

This is a real test for the
new Green councillors. They
will be under pressure to
implement austerity and stick
to the rules of official politics.

The alternative is
campaigning outside the
council chamber, alongside
trade unionists and others, to
demand more funding and no
cuts to any services.

Bus workers take action over harassment

BUS WORKERS in Luton,
Bedfordshire, were set to
strike against harassment
next week.

The Unite union has
slammed “the company’s
despicable response to
serious sexual harassment
and assault within the
workplace’.

The issues faced by
the Unite union members
are not restricted to one
company.

London bus driver Kathy
told Socialist Worker,
“Workplace culture can

also be an issue. Although
nowadays there are a lot
more women bus drivers,
it is still a male-dominated
environment.”

Significant

Kathy explained that “toilet

dignity” is a key issue facing

women workers. “This is

one of the most significant

issues, with not all bus

routes having adequate

toilet access,’ she explained.
“Women drivers face

specific difficulties

during menstruation or

menopause, needing more
frequent and hygienic
bathroom access.

“Some drivers report
avoiding water to reduce
the need for breaks, leading
to health issues like urinary
tract infections and kidney
problems.”

She added, “Many bus
cab designs, especially
drivers’ seats are designed
based on a man’s body
standards, which can lead
to poor cab ergonomics and
discomfort for women bus
drivers.

Join lobby to defend Ameen

THE CAMPAIGN to defend
leading trade unionist and
anti-racist Ameen Hadi is
calling on union branches
and activists to attend a
lobby of Salford City council,
Greater Manchester, next
Wednesday.

Council bosses suspended
Ameen from work in March
after they capitulated to a
smear campaign pushed by
fascists, including Tommy
Robinson.

Ameen, the Salford Unison
union branch equalities
officer, has now submitted a
grievance against the council
for racial discrimination.

Despite suspending
the key Unison activist,
the council has not even
identified an investigating
officer yet.

But the council told
Ameen that a “managing
allegation” meeting had
taken place in his absence
and declared the allegation
against him “proven” and
therefore “substantiated.”

Ameen has not yet seen
the allegation, let alone had

Ameen in action

the chance to provide his
evidence.

Trade unionists should
rally to defend Ameen
Hadi, the Unison union
branch equalities officer at
Salford City Council, against
this far right campaign of
intimidation.

Support is flooding in for
Ameen—with over 3,000
people now having signed
the petition.
®Lobby Salford Council, 8am,
Wednesday 27 May, Salford
Civic Centre, Swinton, M27 5AD
®Join the Defend Ameen Hadli
and Salford City Unison against
the Far Right meeting, 26 May,
7pm
®Go to tinyurl.com/DefendAH
to sign the petition

Notts university bosses act
like ‘Robin Hood in reverse’

UNIVERSITY OF Nottingham
workers were set to strike on
Friday against a staggering
2,700 jobs being put at risk.

The university has a
workforce of about 7,400 and
wants to cut the jobs of
600 of them.

Management says the
university could run out of
money by 2031. They have
suspended student recruitment
to 41 courses.

It is one of many
universities that are in trouble.
Students and workers are
bearing the brunt of lack of

government funding and
financial mismanagement by
university bosses.

Nottingham bosses invested
£83 million in buying and
developing Castle Meadow
campus to create a new
business school. But they
were forced to lease out part
of the campus and are now
struggling to sell it off.

Andreas Bieler is UCU
union branch vice-president at
Nottingham.

He said, “There are a lot
of homemade problems,
including the Castle Meadow
campus. But also their
financial strategy of always
turning surpluses directly into
investment into new buildings.

“This is not the first time
that we are in a crisis—it’s just
the most severe one.”

With UCU’s annual congress
set to start next week, the
union urgently needs to
get on the front foot and
develop a strategy to fight
the destruction of higher
education.

BUCU UNION members at
Sheffield Hallam University
have announced 18 days of
action over deep cuts that will
mean at least 130 job losses
as well as attacks on pensions
and conditions.

They are set to strike next
Wednesday to Friday and for
the following three weeks after
winning an overwhelming
mandate for industrial action.

BAT EDINBURGH Napier
University, EIS-ULA union
members are on strike this
Tuesday to Friday and next
Tuesday to Friday on a rotating
series of strikes across the
different campuses. They are
fighting against redundancies.

HAT LONDON Metropolitan
University, UCU members are
set to strike next Tuesday and
Wednesday, the following
Wednesday to Friday and on
11, 12 and 15 June.

They are in an ongoing
battle over bosses’ plans
to cut 120 jobs. The UCU
members are also taking part
in a marking and assessment
boycott (Mab).

BWUCU MEMBERS at the
University of Edinburgh and at
Goldsmiths in London are also
taking part in a marking and
assessment boycott.

Plans to close the masters
course in Black studies and
global justice at Birmingham
City University (BCU) have
been met with outrage.

@®Sign the petition change.
org/p/save-black-studies-at-
birmingham-city-university
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EDUCATION
SCHOOLS

Educators rally together
over pay and conditions

b; JUDEMCKECHNIE

EDUCATION workers
from Soas University
of London, Capital City
College Group (CCCG) and
two schools in Camden,
north London, struck
together last Wednesday.

The striking UCU and
Unison union branches rallied
together in the constituency of
prime minister Keir Starmer.
Many of them are facing
issues of low pay, spiralling
workloads and job cuts.

They met outside the Ucea
bosses’ organisation building,
where the annual pay cycle
was being decided for the
coming year for Soas Unison
members. The proposed
pay award for 2026-7 is an
insulting 1.8 percent.

Antonia, the branch
secretary of Soas Unison,
told Socialist Worker that
support workers are “always
the group that gets the most
forgotten.

“We do a hell of a lot of
work. But we're not rewarded
properly. We are not paid
properly.

“Year on year, our pay
is valued less and less and

COLLEGE WORKERS on the picket line at CCCG

less. It’s worth less and less,
while the bills and cost of
living here in London just
skyrocket.

“But we know we'’re all
in it together. We’ll keep
coming out.”

“There’s a lot wrong in
higher education, the whole
funding model is broken,”
she explained.

“The debt that rests on
students’ shoulders is horren-
dous, but at the same time
we have managers who make

Support the AQA action

WORKERS AT Britain’s
largest exam board, AQA, are
out to win pay restoration.

The members of the Unison
union AQA branch are set to
strike again this Thursday
and Friday. They are fighting
a new pay structure that has
led to mass inequality and
wage suppression.

In five years, salaries have
fallen 10 percent behind
inflation, with disabled
people and those from
diverse ethnic backgrounds
the worst affected.

AQA’s ethnicity median
pay gap is about 35 percent.
And one in ten workers are
now forced to rely on food
banks.

Over a million students
sit AQA exams every year,

with around 1,400 workers
processing more than half
of all GCSE and A Level
qualifications taken annually
in England.

Workers have taken
indefinite action short
of a strike since 12 May.
They have not undertaken
weekend work or overtime or
been on call.

This will put increasing
pressure on the exam board
as summer approaches, when
exams are processed.

AQA workers are
appealing for solidarity,
especially from union
branches whose members
mark AQA exam papers.
WTrade union branches should
send messages to support to
UnisonDevasSt@aqa.org.uk

Learning assistants strike

LEARNING assistants
in schools across West
Dunbartonshire, in
Scotland, are on strike
this week in a dispute
over pay and regrading.
The Unison union
members across the local
authority are set to walk out
on Wednesday.
These workers do vital
work to support children

with Special educational
needs and disabilities (Send).

Yet despite the demanding
nature of their role, their
responsibilities are not
reflected in their pay or job
grading.

Unison is holding a Rally
for Recognition at West
Dunbartonshire Council and
are asking the community to
join them.

dreadful, short-term decisions.
They are worrying about
buildings and the carpeting of
corridors instead of using that
money to fund pay rises.”

Teaching assistants
(TAs) at Richard Cobden
and Primrose Hill primary
schools, also in Camden,
struck for four days in their
battle over pay grades.

One TA from Primrose Hill
who attended the rally told
Socialist Worker, “I'm really
glad I came here today.

“It’s great to hear from
other people who are striking
over the same problems in
their workplaces. And really
none of us are asking for
much. We're out for just 23p
extra an hour.”

She added, “Everyone here
is taking on more workloads,
more stress and they are
getting nothing in return.

“Schools might say thank
you, but a thank you isn’t
enough. A thank you doesn’t
pay the bills.”

Workers at CCCG struck
for four days in a dispute over
workloads.

UCU union member
Alison explained that bosses
also want to cut more than
44 jobs.

“Going on strike is the
only time we’re listened to.
We have to stand up for the
education sector because no
one else is,” she said.

With the cost of living set
to rise again due to the war
on Iran, it is more important
than ever to mount a fight-
back over pay and conditions.

The unity shown between
the strikes is an example
of the kind of generalised
fightback we need.

Nurses warn of overwork

ALMOST TWO thirds of
nurses say there are too few
of them to keep patients safe
and give them proper care—
and the most vulnerable
patients are at highest risk.

A survey by the Royal
College of Nursing (RCN)
this week found that many
nurses say patients are being
left waiting too long for
treatment, medication and
emergency help.

They described being
overwhelmed by impossible
workloads.

And they warned that
exhaustion and burnout are
driving more workers out of
the NHS, deepening the crisis
further.

A nurse working on an
older people’s ward in
England said, “Managing
high-risk fall patients
who require one-to-one
supervision is simply not
achievable with current
staffing levels.”

Workers, patients’ groups
and NHS campaigners have
warned repeatedly that
the crisis cannot be solved
without major investment
and better pay and
conditions.

But governments have
instead demanded “efficiency
savings” while funnelling

more NHS services towards
private firms.

BENURSES ACROSS England
could strike against hospital
trusts that refuse to regrade
staff from band 5 to band

6, says their RCN union.

Ministers earlier this year
announced a review of the
skills and experience of all
180,700 band 5 nurses.

If it recommends
regrading, the move could
add nearly £10,000 a year to
nurses’ salaries.

But the RCN warns that
some trusts will try to
block higher pay. The union
says it will “not let this be
scuppered by those trusts
that have not followed the
process fairly.”

Union leader Nicola
Ranger said the RCN was
prepared for local disputes
with hospitals that resist
upgrading nurses’ pay.

She warned that if nurses
do not see improvements, the
union would consider pulling
out of the Agenda for Change
NHS contract that covers one
million staff.

Like the doctors’ BMA,
the RCN is right to talk in
militant terms about pay. It
is time for all other health
unions to follow suit.

School workers fighting
course cuts and job losses

NEU UNION members at
Highgate Wood School,
north London, were set
to resume strikes this
Tuesday to Thursday.

Teachers and support
workers first walked out
on 7 May in a dispute over
conditions and compulsory
redundancies.

The jobs of
17 workers—10 percent of
the staff—are at risk.

Job cuts would be
disastrous for the students,
with far larger class sizes
and fewer subjects on offer.

The strikers are calling
for no compulsory
redundancies, no increases
to class sizes and no
reductions to the curriculum.
M Join the picket line from
7am, Highgate Wood School,
Montenotte Rd, London N8
8RN.

BEWORKERS AT the
St Ralph Sherwin Catholic
multi-academy trust, in
the East Midlands, have
escalated their strikes.
Last week, they
announced six more days—
2-4 June and 9-11 June.
The NEU union members

Defending education

at nine of the trust’s 25
schools first walked out in
a dispute over pay cuts and
redundancies on 21-22 April.
Up to 67 jobs are at risk.
Now workers at a tenth
school have joined the
strike, with those at an
eleventh currently balloting
for action.
The trust is drowning in
debt, to the tune of
£10 million, due to the scam
of academisation—a form of
privatisation.
The strikers have had
the support of community
leaders and parents
throughout, who joined
them for a demonstration
and march to the Diocese
offices on 7 May.

IMPERIALISM

No to US attacks on Cuba

>>continued from back
Cubans in what’s known
as the “special period”.

There was social unrest,
such as protests and riots
in August 1994, showing
the class divisions in Cuban
society.

The US, and right wing
groups of Cuban expats
such as Brothers to the
Rescue, sensed a chance to
impose a regime friendly to
imperialism.

They have no qualms
about terrorist plots on
tourist resorts. Brothers
to the Rescue leader José
Basulto bragged about firing
a 20mm cannon from a
speedboat on a hotel in the
capital Havana.

“The US authorities
themselves trained me in
the use of the cannon at CIA
bases,” he said.

Defeat

Standing for the defeat of US
imperialism does not mean
defending Cuba as a model
of socialism.

Today, there is little support
for the Cuban regime, which
can no longer guarantee
people the basics of life.

This is due to the
tightening of the blockade
imposed after 1959—but the
actions of the state capitalist
bureaucracy are to blame too.

The current president,
Miguel Diaz-Canel, has
imposed austerity while the

Protests in 2021

state capitalist bureaucrats
live in mansions. He has
privatised large parts of the
economy, leading to large
increases in prices, as the
regime imposes neoliberalism.

Socialist Worker supported
the wave of protests in 2021
against austerity—and stands
with workers against the
bureaucracy.

Today’s protests and riots
are a sign of desperation as
the noose tightens around
the island.

But if the Cuban regime
implodes amid unrest due to
the oil shortage, there would
be nothing progressive about
its fall.

A section of bureaucrats
and private capitalists linked
to the regime could try to
do a deal with the US and
multinationals.

It would mark a victory for
US imperialism—and Trump’s
plan to reassert dominance
over Latin America.

The US and the
Batista-loving bandits in
Miami are no alternative to
people starving on the island.
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AS PALESTINIANS COMMEMORATE 78 YEARS SINCE THE NAKBA...

SETTLER VIOLENCE
A DAILY REALITY

b‘ CAMILLA ROYLE

ON 15 May, Palestinians
remember the Nakba
(“Catastrophe”) of 1948, when
of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians were displaced.
But the Nakba didn’t end 78
years ago. It’'s an ongoing reality
for people like Mahmoud in
the West Bank village of Umm
al-Khair, in Hebron.

Mahmoud told Socialist Worker,
“My village is surrounded by
settlements. Over the past years the
settlers have taken more land.

“The West Bank is constantly
under attack from Israeli settlers.
Last Wednesday the settlers
attacked a village near Ramallah
and killed a 16 year old child.”

Settlers

Attacks like this happen daily. Last
Friday another teenager was killed
by the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF)
close to the city of Nablus.

Mahmoud said, “The checkpoints
on the roads have increased. They
give the idea that this land is for the
Israelis.

“We are not able to go to our
lands to graze our animals. They
use our land to feed the sheep of
the settlers.

“We are bedouins, nomadic
people, but the settlers have stopped
that lifestyle.”

DONALD TRUMP has threatened
an indictment against former
Cuban president Raul Castro.
He is one of the leaders of the
1959 revolution that toppled

a US-backed dictatorship and
humiliated US imperialism.

The move ratchets up the
threat of military intervention
as the US starves people on the
Caribbean island with an oil
blockade.

The indictment echoes the
build up to the kidnapping of
Venezuelan president Nicolas
Maduro in January.

By installing a pliant regime

CHILDREN IN Umm al-Khair demonstrate to demand the re-opening of the road to their school

He explained, “Three weeks ago
the settlers prevented the children
of Umm al-Khair from going to
school. They closed the road.

“The children held a
demonstration. But we haven’t
succeeded in opening the road.”

in Venezuela, Trump was able
to tighten the blockade on Cuba
and sever its oil supplies.

Protests
The Cuban energy minister
Vicente de la O Levy last week
said the country has “absolutely
no fuel oil” and “absolutely
no diesel”. It has pushed the
island’s electricity grid deeper
into crisis, leaving parts of the
capital Havana without power
for more than 20 hours a day.
Protests spread in the
capital last week in the most
widespread unrest the city has

Mahmoud said that living under
Israeli occupation has caused an
economic crisis that impacts on
all aspects of life for Palestinians,
including healthcare and education.

Since October 2023, the Israeli
government, which collects income

Raul Castro, former President of Cuba

taxes from Palestinian workers, has
refused to transfer the money to the
Palestinian Authority.

Mahmoud said, “The Palestinian
Association of Doctors has been on
strike. If you go to hospital, unless
it’s an urgent need, they don’t do

ndictment ratchets up threat of US interventio

seen since blackouts began this
year.

The indictment is linked to the
Cuban regime shooting down
two planes in 1996 from the
group Brothers to the Rescue.

Brothers to the Rescue posed
as a “humanitarian organisation”
helping Cuban refugees to flee
austerity, food shortages and
power cuts in the 1990s.

But the CIA-backed campaign
was nothing of the sort.

The shooting down of the
planes was a legitimate act
of self-defence against US
imperialism—no ifs, no buts.

anything. They say they haven’t had
a salary for three or four years.”

And even before the settlers
closed the road, “the children only
received education for two or three
days a week,” he added.

Crisis

But Mahmoud said he doesn’t expect
Fatah, the main political party
within the Palestinian Authority
(PA), to deliver much.

“The PA cannot do anything. It’s
in an economic crisis.”

The PA controls less than
20 percent of the West Bank, known
as area A. Area C, where Umm
al-Khair is located, is under the
control of Israel.

Mahmoud said, “It’s a Palestinian
state on paper but not on the ground.
There is also a lot of corruption in
the PA. I hope for change but I don’t
see any change.”

“The situation is very difficult.
The extreme right in Israel controls
the Israeli government. They don’t
want peace. They want to force
Palestinians to leave the land.

“If you resist the settlers the IDF
will come and detain you. They
detain men, women and children.

“People don’t sleep at night—
they stay up and guard the village.
We get no support from anyone. We
have to protect ourselves.

“The future is dark. We don’t
know what will happen. But we stay
on the land and we do not leave.”

nin Cuba

In 1959 a nationalist
revolution, led by Fidel
Castro, overthrew US-backed
dictator Fulgencio Batista. The
super-rich, casino owners,
gangsters and bosses fled to
Miami, Florida, where they
plotted their revenge.

Facing US sanctions, invasion
threats and isolation, Castro
tied Cuba to the Soviet Union
and adopted its state capitalist
model.

When the Soviet bloc
collapsed in 1991, it had
devastating consequences for
>>continued on page 15
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