
 

 

 

 

Unity in action! Revolutionaries and the united front  

Welcome to this SWP educational course! Our aim is to have a generation of revolutionary 

socialists confident in the theory and practice of the united front—and this course is part of 

that process.  

Before you dive into the sessions, give Revolutionaries, hegemony and the united front a 

read. It’s an article in the International Socialism Journal (ISJ) available online: 

https://isj.org.uk/hegemony-and-the-united-front/  

And Unity in action: how we can stop fascism will give you a grounding in the overall 

argument with modern references. That’s also available online: 

https://socialistworker.co.uk/in-depth/unity-in-action-how-we-can-stop-fascism/  

 

Session 1: The united front against fascism  

Workshop exercise:  

Start the session with a Q&A rather than a long lead-off. You could ask: Do you know what a 

united front it? What united fronts have you been part of? How have you been involved a 

united front? What key points did you take away from the initial reading?  

Main session (related to the reading)  

The speaker could do a 5-8 minute slot followed by a round of questions, then another 5-7 

minute slot by a round of questions, and so on.  

S1 reading:  

Fascism in Germany, Clara Zetkin (1923) Available in Education for Socialists: 3 Strategy and 

Tactics on the Socialist Worker website.  

What next? Vital Questions for the German Proletariat, Leon Trotsky (1931) Available in 

Fascism, Stalinism and the United Front from Bookmarks and on the Marxist Internet Archive 

as a standalone text. Available on: 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/germany/1932-ger/next01.htm#s4  

 

Session 2: The united front v the popular front  

https://isj.org.uk/hegemony-and-the-united-front/
https://socialistworker.co.uk/in-depth/unity-in-action-how-we-can-stop-fascism/
https://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/germany/1932-ger/next01.htm#s4


Workshop exercise:  

The workshop is based around questions related to the previous educational. Write the 

questions on bits of paper and stick them into a hat or bowl and pick them out. Everyone 

would have 3 minutes to answer. 

Recommended questions:  

• What are the main features of the united front?  

• Why did Trotsky argue for a united front against fascism?  

• How would the united front look differently today?  

Main session (related to the reading)  

The speaker could do a 5-8 minute slot followed by a round of questions, then another 5-7 

minute slot by a round of questions, and so on.  

S2 reading:  

What are the lessons from the Popular Front against fascism in 1930s France? Charlie 

Kimber (2024) Available online: https://socialistworker.co.uk/in-depth/what-are-the-lessons-

from-the-popular-front-against-fascism-in-1930s-france/  

The Popular Front in France: no solution to fascism, Denis Godard (2024) Available online: 

https://isj.org.uk/the-popular-front-in-france-no-solution-to-fascism/  

 

Session 3: united front and the revolutionary party 

Workshop exercise  

The workshop is based around questions related to the previous educational. Write the 

questions on bits of paper and stick them into a hat or bowl and pick them out. Everyone 

would have 3 minutes to answer. 

Recommended questions:  

• What is the main difference between a united front and a popular front?  

• Does working with liberals make it a popular front?  

• Can you explain why we don’t argue for a popular front to stop the RN in France?  

Main session (related to the reading)  

The speaker could do a 5-8 minute slot followed by a round of questions, then another 5-7 

minute slot by a round of questions, and so on.  

S3 reading:  

Lenin on Strategy and Tactics, Tony Cliff (1975) Available in Lenin: Building the Party and 

Education for Socialists: 3 Strategy and Tactics on the Socialist Worker website.  

https://socialistworker.co.uk/in-depth/what-are-the-lessons-from-the-popular-front-against-fascism-in-1930s-france/
https://socialistworker.co.uk/in-depth/what-are-the-lessons-from-the-popular-front-against-fascism-in-1930s-france/
https://isj.org.uk/the-popular-front-in-france-no-solution-to-fascism/


Building the party. Chris Harman (2007) Available in Revolution in the 21st Century from 

Bookmarks and on the Marxist Internet Archive 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/harman/2007/revolution/08-party.html  

https://www.marxists.org/archive/harman/2007/revolution/08-party.html

