.yet they continue their slaughter in
Palestine and Lebanon

AFTER THE RACIST RAMPAGE

Anti-racists in Southampton speak out about night of terror when key fascist leaders descended on their city
Pat Meusel and Guy Smallman report on how the city is resisting the right >>Pages 2 and 8&9

THEORY

Are ‘Tech bros’
the new barons?

THE TERM technofeudalism
is used by some on the left
to describe the ascendancy
of giant tech firms that
seem to dominate every
aspect of our lives.

There are concerns about
the plundering of human
creativity or the harvesting of
our data.

But it is a misleading term
that confuses efforts to fight the
system.

>>Pages 10&11

INTERNATIONAL

World in revolt

FROM ALBANIA to Mexico,
anger at the system is
erupting onto the streets.

Hundreds of thousands
of people are protesting in
Tirana, Albania,0 against
corruption, authoritarianism
and neoliberalism.

And across Portugal
and Mexico thousands of
workers are striking against
labour laws, low wages and
austerity.

Trade unionists and
socialists spoke to Socialist
Worker about their fights and
organisation.

>>Pages 4&5
O

TRADE UNIONS

Solidarity for AQA
exam strikers

AQA EXAM board workers
are demanding their pay is
restored to the same level as
2021 within three years.

It has fallen by as much as
10 percent in “real terms”.

Tom, the Unison AQA
branch chair, said, “People on
food banks, that’s completely,
completely out of order. How
did we get here?”

>>Page 16
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘| suggest the rest
of us respond to
this with pure,
cold rage’

Nigel Farage, leader of

the far right Reform UK party,
incites racists to rampage in
Southampton over the murder
of Henry Nowak

‘Proof that we
live in a two-tier

. . ’
police society
Farage pushes the far right
conspiracy theory that claims
the police are harsher on
white people compared to
black people

‘End this divisive
practice of
two-tier policing
and make sure
that all British
citizens are
treated the same’

He continues pushing the
same far right lie...

‘Anti-white
prejudice’

...and continues...
‘Promotion of the
idea that white
lives matter just
as much as black
lives’

...and again....

| WonN PER WHERE
THEY «cT THAT

‘Unite against far right —Sikhs
speak out after Southampton

bz CAMILLAROYLE

THE RAMPAGE in
Southampton after the
murder of Henry Nowak
has exposed the far
right’s attempts to mask
their racism against Asian
people.

A far right mob, stirred up
by Nazi Tommy Robinson,
rampaged through the city
last week. The thugs tried
to reach the family home of
Vickrum Digwa, a Sikh man,
who had murdered Nowak.

Robinson had previously
courted some Sikh figures in
a cynical attempt to deflect
the charge of racism. After
Southampton, it’s clear the far
right hates all Asian people
whatever their religion.

Satkarn Singh Shergill
in Coventry told Socialist
Worker there has been a rise
in racism “over many years”.

White

“As a doctor you do get the
odd patient who says they
won’t see me, they want a
white doctor,” he said.

“Since Reform UK has
come into the picture, people
like that have more guts to
say what is on their mind.”

He added, “People in the
Sikh community are saying
sorry as if we are responsible
for monitoring every member
of our community.

“We have to apologise for
our community member in a
way that white people don’t.
Two Sikh girls were raped
last year.

“When that happened, I
didn’t see any white people
apologising.”

Satkarn said that Muslims
have borne the brunt of
racism since the 9/11 attacks
and the Iraq War.

“When Muslims face
Islamophobia it’s the duty of
Sikhs to stand up for them,”
he said.

“But we didn’t. It’s like
that famous poem that says,
‘First, they came for the
Communists. And I did not

speak out, because I was not
a Communist’.

“But now people can see
that we are on the list too.
There is no hiding it.”

He added, “Sikhs are not
united as they used to be.
When we first came to this
country after the Second
World War, we had to protest
to be accepted.”

Balwinder Rana agreed.
“Generally, there was a lot
more unity among Asians
and between us and black
people,” he told Socialist
Worker.

“In the 1970s, we all called
ourselves black. It was only
later that people started

dividing themselves. There
was a lot more working class
organisation and that united
people.

“When there is a lack
of working class struggle,
people feel divided.”

Jagwant Johal is part of the
Indian Workers’ Association
(IWA) and the Birmingham
Race Impact Group.

He told Socialist Worker
that groups like the ITWA
came into their own when
Asian workers fought back.

Fought

“People fought in independ-
ence movements in their
countries of origin”, he said,
“they had strong socialist
political values.

“They responded to racism
they found in the workplace,
in housing, in health. It
was deeply ingrained and
embedded in all areas of life.”

Balwinder founded Sikhs
Against the English Defence
League (EDL) to resist the
influence of the far right
among some Sikhs.

In 2009 Robinson set up
the EDL to rampage against
Muslims and recruited
Guramit Singh Kalirai as a
spokesperson.

Balwinder said, “I always
argued that today it is
Muslims, tomorrow it will be
us.

“Now that is becoming
reality.”

Anti-racists campaign in Makerfield election

SUPPORTERS OF Stand
Up To Racism (SUTR) are
fighting to stop far right
parties Reform UK and
Restore in the Makerfield
by election in north west
England on 18 June.

Over 60 anti-racists
were out on the campaign
trail on Sunday.

A mix of local
campaigners and
supporters from
Manchester and
Merseyside SUTR groups
handed out hundreds of
leaflets.

That’s the third Sunday
in a row that SUTR
has pulled 60 or more

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

Out in Makerfield

people to campaign—
and activists have been
campaigning daily since
23 May.

And now they’re
building for a trade union
day of action on 17 June.

Dave, secretary of
Wigan Trades Council,
told Socialist Worker, “We

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Web socialistworker.co.uk

X and BlueSky @socialistworker

were shocked to see the
report recently published
that indicated 28 percent
of trade unionists in

the public sector would
be willing to vote for
Farage’s party.

“So we knew we had to
respond.

“It's crucial we expose
them as racists,” he
explained.

Farage’s party is being
pulled even further to the
right by Rupert Lowe’s
Restore Britain.

Moe, a local trade
unionist, told Socialist
Worker, “They’re running
almost what you might

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

AR

call a paramilitary
operation here, with
pickup trucks flying big
Restore Britain flags. And
they’re all in the same
uniforms’.
But anti-racists say
they’re having an impact.
“All in all, the reception
on the ground for our
anti-racism has been
positive,” Dave said.
Malcolm, a local
activist in SUTR
added, “One house we
leafletted on Sunday
had a homemade sign
in the window reading
‘No Reform or Restore

propaganda here”

Write to
) Socialist Worker
> PO Box 74955
” London
E16 9EJ

Thereal
‘two-tier’
policing targets
black people

THE RACISTS rioting in
Southampton on Tuesday of
last week screamed about
“two-tier” policing as they
sought to weaponise the
killing of Henry Nowak.

The far right continually
accuses the police of being
too woke and too afraid of
being called racist to do their
jobs properly.

They shout that white
people are now the victims
of police racism.

Disgracefully, Labour
ministers are feeding this
pack of lies. Police minister
Sarah Jones says the
police chiefs’ anti-racism
commitment “gives the
wrong impression”.

She is threatening to
review the guidance in the
face of far right demands.

This guidance document,
issued by the National Police
Chiefs’ Council, says its
goal of “producing equality
of policing outcomes does
not mean treating everyone
‘the same’ or being ‘colour
blind’.”

The contested police
guidance is based on a
2022 report that revealed
systematic racism in the
police force.

Stop

Stop and search powers are
still used disproportionately
against black people.

The report found that
black people were stopped
and searched at a rate of
54 per 1,000.

For Asian people, the rate
was 15 per 1,000, while for
white people it was six per
1,000.

Black men are over three
times as likely to be arrested
than white men, with
60 arrests per 1,000. This
compares with 17 for every
1,000 white men.

A government report into
ethnicity in the criminal
justice system published last
year found that there is a
two-tier justice system.

And it found that it is black
people who are systematically
discriminated against.

The average custodial
sentence length continues
to be lower for white
defendants.

The average sentence
was 18.4 months for white
defendants, 32 months
for Asian defendants
and 29 months for black
defendants.

A higher proportion of
prosecutions of black people
were against children.

Black children accounted
for 13 percent of all
prosecutions within their
ethnic group, compared to
3 percent for white
defendants.
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Trump and Netanyahu—
wounded deadly beasts

bz TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS

ISRAEL HALTED its strikes on
Tuesday Iran after pressure from
Donald Trump.

Iran had already stopped its
strikes on Israel on Monday, which
it launched after the terror state’s
bombing of the Lebanese capital
Beirut in breach of a ceasefire.

Trump ordered Israeli prime min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu to stop
the strikes, fearing it would scupper
a potential deal between the US and
Iran.

On Monday, Trump claimed that
Israel would not return to war on
Iran and that the Strait of Hormuz
shipping route could repoen within
‘ﬂda.ys”'

“We are in the final throes of what
will be a very, very good deal with
Iran,” he told the media.

But the slaughter
Middle East is far from over.

As Trump spoke to reporters,
Israel ordered the residents of Tyre to
evacuate the city in southern Lebanon
as it launched airstrikes.

The war on Iran has increased
tensions between Trump and Israeli
prime minister Netanyahu.

in the

Powerful

Israel is the watchdog state of US
imperialism in the Middle East
and its genocide would not be
possible without US arms and
funding.

But it has developed to become a
powerful capitalist state, no longer
wholly dependent on US aid and
grown as a regional imperialist
power.

And, after two years of genocide,
it emerged as the ascendent power
in the regional system of competition

A BAND of warring brothers—Benjamin Netanyahu and Donald Trump

between Israel, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates and
Turkey.

Trump and Netanyahu wanted
to reshape the Middle East into a
high-tech capitalist paradise.

Netanyahu pushed for the US and
Israel to launch the war on Iran and
appears to have convinced Trump
that the Iranian regime would
collapse quickly.

Now, Trump is desperate for a
deal as the war has turned into a
disaster both abroad and at home.

* Fight Farage %Resist Starmer

When the regime did not collapse
and closed the Strait of Hormuz,
Trump began searching for an
off-ramp.

Scupper

Israel’s rise as a regional imperialist
power means it is able to strain at
the leash more.

Netanyahu for example, fought
to scupper negotiations between
the US and Iran both this year and
last year.

He wants to prolong the war

and weaken Israel’s regional
rival while the US looks for a way
out.

Trump told US media that the
renewed fighting was “not going to
have any impact on the deal”.

He insisted that he “calls the
shots”—not Netanyahu.

Ultimately, Israel is still dependent
on the US and with elections coming
up Netanyahu doesn’t want to lose
Trump’s support.

But the tensions are a symptom of
the crisis of US hegemony.

Detend Palestine Action in
deepening state clampdown

CAMPAIGN GROUP Defend Our
Juries (DOJ) is asking Palestine
activists to show solidarity with
four people set to be sentenced as
“terrorists” this Friday.

Samuel Corner, Charlotte
Head, Ellie Kamio and Fatema
Zainab Rajwani were convicted
in May of criminal damage. They
took action to dismantle Israeli
drones at a factory run by Israeli
firm Elbit Systems at Filton, near
Bristol, in 2024.

They said they wanted to save
as many lives as possible. But
their motivation—stopping a
genocide—is being used as a sign
that they are terrorists.

The jury was not told during
the trial that the four could
be sentenced with a terrorist

connection. And court-imposed
restrictions prevented the media
from reporting it at the time.

On Friday, the prosecution
will apply to the judge to add
a terrorism connection during
sentencing. If the judge agrees,
it will be the first time in British
history that such a sentence will
be used against people taking
direct action and damaging
property.

DOJ says the group could
be locked up in a high security
prison for many years and face
restrictions on their daily lives
for years after their custodial
sentences end. They have already
been on remand for 18 months.

It is a chilling symptom of the
>>continued on page 15

Settlers
uproot the
West Bank

ISRAELI SETTLERS have
encroached on more land in
the West Bank as they try
to force Palestinians out of
their homes.

Israel’s far right finance
minister Bezalel Smotrich
last week announced plans
to build over 2,000 homes in
West Bank settlements.

It is a plan to entrench
apartheid and erase the
existence of Palestinians.

Mahmoud, in the West
Bank village of Umm
al-Khair, told Socialist
Worker that settlers invaded
a graveyard. Palestinians
were preparing to break
their fast on the day before
Eid al-Adha.

“The settlers put up a new
fence around the graveyard.
Last Thursday, they came
again and removed the
fences but it is still under the
control of settlers. They have
no respect for the people
who died.”

In Umm al-Khair, Israelis
have already started
expanding their settlement
with new outposts. On
Saturday, settlers uprooted
olive trees. And, last month,
flatbed trucks arrived at the
village with prefabricated
homes that they installed on
the Palestinians’ land.

Extreme

Mahmoud said, “We asked
the Israeli Defence Forces
(IDF) and the police to
stop them. But nobody can
hear us—they support the
settlers.

“The extreme right wing
Israeli ministers Itamar
Ben-Gvir and Smotrich
support the settlers directly.

“There is an election this
year and they want victory
here. They want to make an
example of us by removing
Palestinians from the land.”

The actions of the far
right settlers have caused
outrage around the world
that has deepened the crisis
of legitimacy Israel faces.

When Ben-Gvir was
filmed last week taunting
activists who had been
kidnapped by the IDF, he
was denounced by the
British government and
even Israel’s prime minister
Binyamin Netanyahu.

But Britain continues
to send weapons to the
apartheid state and to
crack down on Palestine
protesters.

The Palestine solidarity
movement in Britain should
keep up the pressure to
break our government’s ties
to Israel and to defend the
right to protest in solidarity.
Camilla Royle
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GLOBAL REVOLT

‘Flamingo
Revolution’
Albaniain

revolt over
land grab

An ecocidal property deal with

Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump has
triggered a revolt. Ariela Zeneli, a
member of left wing Lévizja Bashké,
spoke to Tomas Tengely-Evans

REVOLT RUNS through the
streets of Albania as the
“Flamingo Revolution” spreads
through the Balkan country.

Hundreds of thousands
marched in the capital Tirana
and other towns and cities last
week. Police water cannons
hosed down protesters who,
undeterred, hurled fireworks at
the prime minister’s residence.

Chants of “Albania is not for
sale” rang out in Tirana against
prime minister Edi Rama’s plans
to sell off part of the coastline to
Donald Trump’s son-in-law and
daughter.

Kushner and Ivanka Trump
want to turn the coastal
area of Zvérnec into a
playground for the super rich.

They would destroy the
Vjosa-Narta Protected
Landscape. The flamingo, one
of the birds endangered by the
Kushner-Trump development,
has become a symbol of the
“Flamingo Revolution™

The sell-off was the trigger.

But the revolt draws on a deep
pool of anger—at corruption,
authoritarianism and police
brutality, neoliberal policies,
and the government’s support
for Trump and Israel’s genocide.
Protesters’ anger is aimed at the
whole political class, with people
demanding the imprisonment of
Rama and Sali Berisha.

Rama leads the Blairite
Socialist Party while Berisha
heads the main opposition party,
the conservative Democratic
Party.

TTE: Can you describe what
the protests are like? Are they
organised by one organisation
or more spontaneous?
AZ: The protests initially began
as a local reaction by residents of
the Zvérnec and Pishe Poro-Narté
areas, who oppose the construction
of a luxury resort in a protected
natural area.

Initially, the protest was initiated
by residents and environmental
activists. Due to its pristine nature

Albanian prime minister Edi Rama (left) and Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner

and the lagoon that shelters
migratory birds such as flamingos,
the area holds the status of
Protected Landscape.

However, this has not stopped
the government from approving
“development” plans. During the
protest in the area, one of the
protesters was dragged away by
private guards and the police
present failed to protect the
citizens.

The violence that occurred in
that area on 30 May prompted a
reaction and a citizen revolt.

It was precisely this violence
that became the catalyst for the
expansion of the protest.

What started as a battle to
protect a specific natural area
gradually transformed into a
broader form of resistance against
the way public assets and territory
have been managed.

The protests have heard chants
such as, “Rama in prison, Berisha
in prison”. It shows that the
dissatisfaction is not only directed
at the current government, but at
the entire political establishment of
the last 35 years.

In this context, it is striking that
the Democratic Party, as the largest
opposition force, has not taken a
clear stance against the project.

This has led protesters to present
the conflict not only as a clash with
a party.

They see it as part of a broader
system where the interests of the
domestic oligarchy and foreign
capital are intertwined to the

detriment of the public interest.

With the slogan “Albania is
not for sale,” we have demanded
the cancellation of the project in
Zvérnec, the resignation of Rama
and the ban on policies that favour
oligarchs and foreign investors to
the detriment of the public interest.

We strongly criticise the lack of
transparency on the project.

For me, the protest is not simply
an angry reaction to an opaque
tourism plan or the next oligarch.
It is against an economic model
that accumulates through the
expropriation of residents.

TTE: Did the protests explode
out of nowhere or has anger
been building up against the
government for some time?
AZ: No, these protests did not
erupt suddenly and cannot be
understood only as a reaction to
the project in Zvérnec and Narté.

Anger towards the government
and the political class in general
has been accumulating for
years due to many problems
in Albania. These include
corruption, emigration of
the younger generations,
social inequalities and the
concentration of wealth in the
hands of a few people.

In recent years there have
been a series of conflicts over
large development projects.

TTE: Are the trade unions
involved and are there any calls
for strikes as well as protests?

AZ: In Albania, the relationship
with trade unions is somewhat
problematic, as the two main union
confederations are perceived as
close to the major political parties.

This has prevented them from
playing an active role in the
protests against the project in
Narté and Zvérnec. As a result, the
mobilisation has been led mainly
by residents, activists and civic
organisations.

TTE: HOW would you character-
ise Edi Rama’s government?
AZ: Economically, the
government’s policies are
neoliberal. There is a blind faith
in the free market—in wild
privatisations, in Public Private
Partnerships.

Property during this decade has
been taken from ordinary people
and given to oligarchs through a
special law—called the Strategic
Investors Law.

Politically, the government has
been characterised by the V-Dem
Institute as an electoral autocracy.

According to this, there is
political pluralism but there is no
rule of law, there are institutions
but they are controlled by the party
in power.

Read the

full interview
on the SW =
news site i
Scan the QR code for the article
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MARCHERS HAVE taken to the
streets of the Albanian capital
for over a week (left, main),
faced down police brutality and
shot fireworks into the prime
ministerial palace (left). See
left for interview with Albanian
activist

IN MEXICO teachers are on
indefinite strike and have
blocked roads and occupied
the minister of education
(above) See right for interview
with Mexican teacher

General strike brings Portugal
to a halt, workers push for more

HUNDREDS OF thousands of
workers in Portugal staged a general
strike last week against the right
wing government’s labour law
“reforms”.

The country’s largest trade union
federation, the CGTP, called the
action on Wednesday.

Prime minister Luis Montenegro
of the conservative PSD party wants
to hand more power to bosses.

The “reforms” would make it
easier for them to sack workers,
increase the working week to up
to 50 hours and do away with paid
overtime—even on weekends.

Handful

These are just a handful of more
than 100 proposed reforms, which
Montenegro insists are essential to
increase efficiency.

Francisco, a school teacher in the
capital Lisbon, told Socialist Worker,
“I don’t want the new labour laws
and nor does the vast majority of the
population.

“That’s why I'm out on the streets
today—and that is the response that
is needed. These laws are an attack
on the whole of the working class
and the strikes show how unpopular
they are.”

The labour minister, Maria

Strikers on the streets of Portugal

Ramalho, tried to claim that the
strike only involved public sector
workers, not those in the private
sector.

Jodo, a union shop steward and
worker in the Volkswagen plant
in Setubal, said this was a lie. “Of
workers who were out on strike
today, I'd estimate that 50 percent
of them were from the private
sector,” he told Socialist Worker.

“In my factory, when we held two
big assemblies before the general
strike, workers voted unanimously
to support it.”

The strike involved all sections
of workers—doctors, nurses, school

teachers and transport workers,
among others.

Ana, a socialist in Setubal, told
Socialist Worker, “Since transport
workers were out, there was a
knock-on effect.”

The action last Wednesday
came after the general strike of
11 December, the first action in
Portugal on this scale since protests
against austerity in 2013.

Both Francisco and Jodo were
clear that the fight against the
reforms would need to be kept up.
“I think we waited too long since the
last general strike,” Jodo said.

“We should have built struggle
against the government in
the meantime to keep up the
momentum. What we need is more
protest, to come out onto the streets
more and more,” Francisco added.

Ordinary union members will
have to push their leaders to
escalate the action.

Pat Meusel

Read a longer
version

on the SW
news site
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Scan the QR code for the article

Mexican teachers
deliver alessonin
class struggle

TENS OF thousands of teachers in Mexico launched an
indefinite strike last week in at least ten of the country’s

31 states. Strikers have faced down police brutality, blocked
roads, occupied the Ministry of Education’s headquarters in
Mexico City and set up a camp in the capital’s main square.

They have torn down statues of footballers built for the
World Cup. Set to open next week, the Mexican state has
splashed money on the international sporting competition
while working class people suffer from austerity.

CNTE teachers’ union leader Pedro Hernandez Morales said,
“If there’s no solution, the ball won’t roll.”

Strikers are demanding a 100 percent increase in base salary
and more funding for schools. And they want the scrapping of
education reforms of 2012 which brought in competitive exams
and performance-based criteria for workers.

Sergei, a striking teacher in Mexico City, told Socialist
Worker, “We decided to go on strike for several demands, but
there’s one in particular that is the most important.

“Obviously, we demand a salary increase, improved health
service conditions, an increase in the education budget and
the dismantling of the promotion and admission mechanisms
within the system.

Transformed

“But, above all, the central demand is the repeal of the 2007
LISTE Law, which is a reform that transformed the retirement
and pension system for state employees.”

This “allowed workers’ savings to be securitised,” meaning
they were turned into private retirement funds in large
financial institutions.

He said workers are demanding “a solidarity-based pension
system run by the state”.

The national strikes comes after a week of all-out action by
some 80,000 teachers in the Oaxaca province.

For the past week they kept 12,000 schools closed, blocked
highways and set up protest camps in the southern Mexican
state. These protest camps are now taking over whole streets in
multiple towns across the country.

The teachers are fighting against the social democratic
president, Claudia Sheinbaum. Her administration has spent
at least $3 billion on infrastructure for the World Cup while
slashing school budgets.

She tried to quell workers anger with a 9 percent pay
increase last month—but the CNTE rightly dismissed it as
“crumbs”.

Sheinbaum made repeal of the pension reforms—which
impacts all public sector workers—a key part of her
presidential campaign in 2024. But she is now meting out
repression and claiming that “there is no money”.

Teachers have called on students, parents and workers in the
public and private sectors to join the mobilisations. Spreading
and deepening the action can force Sheinbaum to cough up.
Frankie Murden
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ANALYSIS -
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Trump hesitates as
risk of war heightens

“] CALL all the shots. He doesn't call the shots,’” Donald
Trump told the Financial Times newspaper on Sunday.
He was talking about Israeli prime minister Binyamin
Netanyahu.

But Netanyahu immediately defied Trump’s instructions
and ordered his armed forces to retaliate against Iranian
missile strikes on Israel. A full-scale resumption of war in
West Asia looks dangerously close.

Tangled together in this drama are two different threads.
The first is Trump’s efforts to get out of the war he and
Netanyahu started in February. To their surprise, the Islamic
Republic regime in Iran survived the air strikes and hit back.

US bases all over the region were damaged, Israel’s ally
the United Arab Emirates was hit particularly hard, and the
Strait of Hormuz—a key chokepoint in global energy flows—
was closed. Trump and the US military learned that the
original objective of regime change in Iran that Netanyahu
had sold them was a pipe dream.

Trump needs to reopen the strait soon to prevent inflation
taking off before increasingly restive US voters get a chance
to pass judgement on his presidency in November’s mid-term
elections.

He needs a deal with Iran fast. But he’s been trying to
get it on the cheap, offering Iran as little as possible. This
isn’t simply to avoid personal humiliation. Giving Iran too
generous terms would threaten US hegemony, not just in the
Gulf, but globally.

The Iranian regime meanwhile, has no interest in helping
Trump out. The assassination of its previous leaders has put
an ideologically tougher team in charge. Their confidence is
high after successfully enduring the US-Israeli assault.

And they don’t trust Trump as far as they can throw him.
The US and Israel attacked them twice while negotiating
over Iran’s nuclear programme.

Submit

Here the second thread enters the story. This is the spoiler
role played by Israel. Netanyahu has been lobbying the US to
attack Iran for a generation.

His substitute for a strategy since 7 October 2023 has been
to use ultra-violence to force all the other states in the region
to submit to Israeli domination.

This policy failed with Iran. So Netanyahu wants the war
to resume and is trying to sabotage the US-Iran negotiations.

The New York Times newspaper reports, “Recent US
intelligence reports have raised concerns about Israeli spy
agencies eavesdropping on US negotiators working on
a peace deal with Iran, amid rising concern over a more
general counterintelligence threat by Israel”.

Netanyahu has pursued the normal Israeli approach
to ceasefires—to ignore them on spurious grounds of
“self-defence”—in Gaza and Lebanon in the hope of
provoking an Iranian reaction.

The Israelis want to destroy the Lebanese resistance
movement Hezbollah in any case. The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) have occupied a strip of southern Lebanon where
Hezbollah has killed quite a lot of their soldiers using
wire-operated drones.

After further Israeli bombardments of Beirut on Sunday,
Iran launched its missile attacks on Israel. Trita Parsi, a
leading critic of US foreign policy, commented, “This is the
first time in decades that a regional power has the means,
capacity and willingness to put hard power against Israeli
military manoeuvres or aggression against a third party.”

Since the 1980s, leading Arab powers such as Egypt, Iraq
and Syria have avoided any risk of becoming the target of
Israeli air power. The new Sunni Islamist regime that forced
out Bashar al-Assad in Syria has allowed the IDF to seize
strategically important swathes of its territory.

But an emboldened Iran is beginning to assert itself at
the regional level. Trump famously told Ukrainian president
Volodymyr Zelensky, “You don’t have the cards”. The Iranian
leadership reckons it does have the cards—a formidable
arsenal of missiles and drones, the ability to keep the strait
shut and the ideological legitimacy that comes from defying
the US and Israel.

Trump does have the power to call the shots with Israel.
But it’s an open question whether he has the political will or
skills to use it. If he doesn’t, it could sink his presidency.
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How east Londoners saved
a black community centre

THE HIBISCUS Caribbean
Elderly Association
(HCEA) is a community
centre that has been
serving the needs of a
much neglected sector in
Newham, east London,
since 1994.

Earlier this year, it was
threatened with closure
due to unpaid bills.

Expecting the bailiffs
any time, members
started to sleep overnight
on a Thursday in May
and reached out to the
community.

Newham Stand Up To
Racism (SUTR) and the
local London Renters
Union (LRU) branch got

Unions take
on Reform

WRITING IN The Guardian
newspaper recently,

Owen Jones presented a
horrifying picture of what
a Reform UK government
would look like.

Itis a prospect that is
becoming more and more
likely.

Our side will face the
biggest challenge in our
history with a far right
government controlling a
centralised state, backed
up by a far right street
movement coming for each
and every one of us.

But Jones underplayed
the resistance to a Reform
UK government. He didn’t
mention the trade unions
who Reform UK will try to
ban from striking.

A Reform UK
government will see the
union leaders enfeebled,
caught between protecting
their organisations and
bloated salaries and
respecting the elected
government.

From below, the union
leaders will have to be
pushed and pulled kicking
and screaming into taking
the lead, pulling behind
them all of Reform UK’s
opponents.

Within the unions we
should be raising the
demand now that on
day one of a Reform UK
government the trade
unions should call a
general strike.

John Curtis
Ipswich

on the case.

On the following
Monday at 6am bailiffs
arrived. But LRU
members who had joined
the sleepover were ready
for them. Newham SUTR
members rushed over.

Support
As the day went on, more
support came. A gazebo
was provided and food.
Emails and calls were
flying to councillors. At
4.30pm the email from
newly-elected Labour
mayor Forhad Hussain
came, announcing that
the London Borough of
Newham was suspending

the eviction action and
was inviting HCEA to a
meeting. Victory.

Cliff, HCEA’s elderly
staff member, addressed
a meeting of 28 of us
inside the centre after
four nights with little
sleep spent protecting
the centre.

Determined to ensure
HCEA continues,
supporters planned to be
at the meeting with the
council and get numbers
to lobby outside the
meeting.

We discussed ideas to
escalate the action—
maybe hold a public
meeting, a fundraiser, get

press coverage and
mobilise others.

Newham is one of the
London boroughs where
Labour’s decades-long
rule is over.

Newham Independents
and the Green Party
between them now hold
the majority.

Maryland ward, where
HCEA is located, has new
Green councillors.

Many of us had given
up on trying to influence
the old council.

But this feels like a
time ripe for community
campaigns to act.

Miriam Scharf
East London

Lee Jeans sit-in showed
women’s great resolve

THIS YEAR is the 45th
anniversary of the Lee
Jeans Factory Occupation
in Greenock, Scotland.

It is a timely reminder
of the support given to
the Lee Jeans workers,
mostly women, by the
good folk of the
Highlands.

The workers occupied
the factory when the
American owners decided
to move the plant.

The owners had not
taken into account the
formidable and
committed resolve of the
workforce and of union
rep Helen Monaghan.

At the time a small
branch of the Socialist

Workers Party (SWP) was
active in Easter Ross in
the Highlands. The branch
arranged for a delegation
from Lee Jeans to come to
hold a collection outside
the gates of the Nigg Oil
Rig Construction site.

They raised over £3,000
in today’s money.

The young women then
went on to hold a
collection at Ardersier Oil
Rig Construction site.

They had great
difficulty sleeping at night
as they had never had
cows mooing outside their
windows before—well
worth the trip though!

Lorne Anton
The Scottish Borders

Reform’s
dry spell

IT'S BARELY the

summer, but 37 years of
privatisation has left Kent
bereft of water. People’s
taps are running dry.

Green Party councillors
on Kent County Council
recently brought forward
a detailed plan for
combating the emergency.

But rather than address
it, the Reform UK council
majority opted for
interminable discussion on
reciting the Lord’s Prayer
and singing God Save the
King at every meeting
instead.

This is a warning of what
Reform UK will bring.

John Murphy
Kent

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS
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East London
fight against
data centre
brewing on
Brick Lane

Campaigners don’t want big tech
in Bethnal Green. Camilla Royle
reports on the fight against a data
centre on Brick Lane

EAST LONDON residents are
fighting plans for a data centre
that will drive people out of the
area.

Protesters chanted “Big tech not
welcome here,” on Thursday as
they gathered at the site of the old
Truman Brewery in Brick Lane.

The owners of the site plan
to build a data centre as part of
a £500 million redevelopment
scheme.

Labour has fast-tracked data
centres’ development by desig-
nating them as “critical national
infrastructure” because of their role
in supporting artificial intelligence
(AD and financial networks.

Campaigners called for a boycott
of South By South West held at the
Truman Brewery site.

The festival says it brings
together “changemakers in
business, technology and culture”.

Yet the festival’s marketing
conceals the impact that big tech
will have on local people.

Jonathan from the Save Brick
Lane Campaign told Socialist
Worker that the data centre would
use enough energy to power
15,000 homes.

“Housing schemes have had to
be put on hold for projects like
this,” he said. “The government
says that data centres are critical
infrastructure. But it also says that
there is a housing crisis. You can’t
have it both ways.

Big tech is taking
more and more
power from us. We
need to take action

and destroy it
|

Campaigners on Brick Lane

“This site could be used
for housing.”

Pointing to an already existing
data centre just a street away, he
said, “You don’t want to live next
to a data centre.

“It’s totally inappropriate to put
them anywhere near housing.

“These tech industry guys have
enormous ambition to build data
centres that will eat up land and
energy. There is such a rush to
do it and no one is thinking about
planning constraints.”

Jonathan explained that, unlike
some other data centre projects,
this proposal is more related to
financial trading than Al

East London is prime real estate
for data centres. A historically
working class and multicultural
area, Brick Lane sits in the shadow
of the City of London financial hub.

The short physical distance
between the city and the location
of the data centre could speed up
the process of making deals, giving
city traders a crucial split-second
advantage.

Protester Mataio told Socialist
Worker that data centres are soak-
ing up vast amounts of water and
energy.

“Big tech is taking more and more
power from us,” he said. “We need
to take direct action and destroy it.
The Luddites had the right idea.”

LONDONERS ARE fighting plans for a data centre that threatens their community

Fife determined to stop Al data centre

A VILLAGE in Scotland is taking
on the tech giants who want to
build a massive 600 megawatt
data centre for artificial
intelligence (AI) on scenic
farmland.

The data centre is projected
to use as much as half of
Scotland’s entire current energy
consumption.

But villagers in Auchtertool,
Fife, are determined to stand
up to the tech giant behind the
plans, the ILI Group.

The village hall was packed
as around 250 people gathered
to launch a campaign last
Wednesday.

Andrew is one of the campaign
organisers. He told Socialist
Worker, “It feels like we’re
a vassal state of the US tech
companies. A small rural piece of
Fife will be destroyed to line the
pockets of despot billionaires on
the other side the Atlantic.

“Fife council should be
ashamed for considering this.”

Andrew says the campaigners
are on a steep learning curve.
“The ILI Group claims to be into
green energy, but they are really
a kind of property developer and
they are very secretive about
their plans,” he explained.

“They made the proposal a
month ago. They promise to
build this and that for the local
community.

“But the land they want is

66 acres—that’s twice as big as
the village. And there will be
giant coolers—we have no idea
where water will come from to
cool the servers.

“They say it will be renewable
energy, but there will be immense
strain on the grid, and the water
source has not recovered from
last year’s drought.

“There has been no
environmental impact survey
into the effect on the area’s
biodiversity.”

Fight
“The company is planning to
build 13 data centres across
Scotland. We have to stop it now
and link up with those fighting in
other areas. That is solidarity and
community.”

Many of the people at the

A public meeting on the data centre in Auchtertool

meeting had fought against the
Mossmorran ethylene chemical
plant built 40 years ago.

“We are going to protest and
if they refuse to listen, we will be
taking direct action,” he said.

“We are going to show people
the environmental destruction
that massive data centres bring,
how they drain resources, and
won’t create jobs.

“ILI have only promised
50 local jobs. This is the same
as Mossmorran, which promised
thousands of jobs in a deprived
old mining area.

“They promised the
community would be enriched
by new industries, but they just
destroyed and poisoned our
landscape.

“We want to stop them here
and everywhere.”
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AFTER THE FAR RIGHT RAMPAGE

‘THE RACISTS
SGARED ME BUT

I'M NOT WITHOUT
HOPE FOR
SOUTHAMPTON’

A wave of far right-instigated violence swept Southampton
last week after the sentencing of a Sikh man for murder.
Pat Meusel went to the city to meet anti-racists who are
standing up to the rioters. Photographs by Guy Smallman

1 WAS SCARED. | was texting

all my black and Asian friends

to tell them to stay inside
for their own safety.” Alex, a single
mother in Southampton, described
how she spent last Tuesday night, as
hundreds of far right thugs ran riot
in the city.

She spoke to Socialist Worker about
the events of that night. “I've never been
so scared in Southampton before,” she
said. “But I'm not without hope for two
reasons. First, because of the response of
communities in the city since.

“And second, because it’s clear to me
that what happened that night wouldn’t
have happened were it not for people
like Nigel Farage and Tommy Robinson
agitating and instigating.

“We know who our enemies are—
now it’s a question of how we respond,”
she said.

The far right drew over a thousand
racist thugs to the city centre, where
they descended on Southampton Central
Police Station. The protest began with
a minute’s silence for Henry Nowalk,
the young man who was killed on
3 December 2025.

His attacker, a Sikh man, Vickrum
Digwa, was sentenced to life imprison-
ment, last Monday. Since then, police
body camera footage from the incident
has been released. It points to failures
by the police who attended the scene.

Reform UK leader Farage called for
a response of “pure, cold rage” in an
interview last Tuesday morning. Rupert
Lowe, leader of Restore Britain, a rival to
Farage’s Reform UK, told his supporters,

Pitiful ‘Southamptoﬁ I;atriots’ protest earlier this year

“I'm going to look back in anger—I urge
you all to do the same.”

And the fascist Robinson called on
his supporters to get to Southampton,
telling them he’d be there.

The already angry
crowd became even
angrier as speakers
whipped them up
I

The already angry crowd quickly
became more and more enraged as one
speaker after another whipped them
up with claims of “two-tier policing”.
Whatever pretence there was of this
being a remembrance for Nowak was
quickly lost.

Speakers including Laurence Fox,
Nick Tenconi and Posie Parker painted
a false picture of a society where white
people are under constant attack,
whether from the “woke” left or all black
and Asian people.

By the time Robinson spoke, the
people assembled there were primed for
violence. As he brought his speech to a
close, there were calls for the crowd to
take to the streets.

They marched off, with figures like

feared for black friends and neighbours
_during last week’s far right rampage

Fascist trip to
Southampton (top
to bottom) Tommy

Robinson, Paul Golding

and Nick Tenconi

Paul Golding of fascist Britain First at
the front of the crowd and his followers
throwing Nazi salutes. By this point, it
was clear to people like Alex that anyone
and everyone who wasn’t white was in
their sights.

“That night, any black person in this
city was at risk. I was terrified, above
all else, that they’d march to the hotel
where the asylum seekers are being
housed,” she said.

The Highfield House Hotel has been
the site of regular protests by the far right
Southampton Patriots for the past year.

Alex has been involved in Stand Up To
Racism (SUTR) counter-protests. Week
after week anti-racists have consistently
outnumbered the far right.

Target

In the end, on Tuesday, the far right
didn’t target the hotel. They did, how-
ever, try to get to Belmont Road, in the
Portswood area—the street where the
Digwa family lives, and where Nowak
was killed.

Eventually, they were prevented from
doing so, but not before police officers in
riot gear lined up in front of them.

Still, for Alex, this highlighted the
hypocrisy of the far right’s claims of
two-tier policing.

“The cops were very, very lenient with
the far right. For starters, they let them
march there all the way from the city
centre. So, if a riot took place, it took
place with police permission,” she said.

“There is definitely two-tier policing,
but it's not what they claim it is. It’s pref-
erential treatment for people who are
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white and constant stops, suspicion and
violence for anyone who isn’t,” she added.

And, as she pointed out, her
experience of police on protests could
not be further from what she witnessed
on Tuesday night.

“Every week, at the hotel, we have
to put up with the far right getting
aggressive with us. And the police stand
by and say nothing,” she said.

Alex has also been involved in
the movement for Palestine. Her
experience there further exposes the
hypocrisy.

“If anything like Tuesday had
happened at a Palestine protest, there
would have been hundreds of arrests.
They would’ve come down very heavy
handed,” she said.

Iman, an anti-racist and Palestine
activist, was also struck by the claims of
two-tier policing that fuelled the far right.

“They were chanting ‘I can’t breathe’.
Now, Henry’s murder was a tragedy.
But I think that’s disrespectful to George
Floyd. There’s a huge difference between
the two.

“Henry’s death is down to police
incompetence. Floyd was murdered
by a cop kneeling on his neck,” Iman
explained. “So, what’s happened here
in Southampton is nothing to do with
two-tier policing.”

Islamophobia ran through all the
speeches at the protest. And it was
no surprise to hear that Muslims in
Southampton felt targeted.

Zahir Ahmed, the secretary of the
Abu Bakr Jamia Masjid, one of the
largest mosques in the city, spoke about

the reaction in the Muslim community.

“There are many people in
our congregation who live in
Portswood. So of course we were
worried. But we are also frightened by
the agenda the far right are pushing
day in and day out.

“We feel increasingly discriminated
against. Women in this congregation,
especially those who wear the hijab, have
told me that increasingly they’ve been the
victims of verbal abuse in the city.”

Another member of the congregation
slammed Farage specifically for his role
in promoting the protest. “Surely what he
did was to incite that riot. Will he face any
punishment for what he said?” he asked.

He also pointed out the disparity
between policing of Palestine protests

The Shah Canteen is
run by Southampton’s
Abu Bakr Jamia Masjid
mosque and caters for
all. Zahir Ahmed said
he was frightened by
‘the agenda the far are
pushing day in and day
out’

and hate filled far right ones.

“We’ve seen police arresting 80 and
90 year olds for solidarity with Palestine
and against the genocide. But there have
been few arrests after what took place
on Tuesday,” he said.

But Zahir was clear that it wasn’t only
Muslims who are being targeted.

“The far right don’t distinguish.
They’re attacking Muslims, yes, but
Hindus, Sikhs, anyone who looks
different to them,” he said.

Communities
Zahir was still confident that in a diverse
city like Southampton, the racism being
peddled by Farage and Robinson would
find little purchase if people come
together in response.

“What we need now is for communities
to come together.”

And this is something the mosque is
trying to make happen. It runs a com-
munity kitchen, open every day to all.

“Our doors are always open to all. If
you came on Friday or on the weekend it
would be full with people from all walks
of life,” he explained.

This sense of community, especially in
the face of adversity, was something on
display at the Gurdwara Nanaksar, one
of the city’s largest Sikh temples.

Harjap Singh, a leading member
of the community, spoke about the
outpouring of solidarity that Sikhs had
received since Tuesday.

“We’ve had people coming to the
gurdwara every day to say that they
stand with us. We can'’t let the actions
of one person condemn the community
as a whole.

“What happened to Nowak was
utterly deplorable and we send our soli-
darity to the family. Since that night in
December, parents in this temple have
been praying, week in and week out, for
the parents of that young man,” he said.

This, for Harjap, is what makes Farage
and Robinson’s response to the tragedy
so deplorable.

“Farage doesn’t care about the family.
He’s exploiting a tragedy for his personal
and political gain, to win votes. And he’s
doing that by directing people’s anger
away from people like him, at the top,
to other people at the bottom.

“He’s trying to divide people, to pit
them against one another. So he whips

We've had people at
the gurdwara every
day to say they

stand with us
I

Marching against the far right Ukip
party in Southampton last year

up hatred of people who have come
here from other countries. But there’s
nothing natural about borders. They’re
man made, God didn’t make them.”

Harjap called on communities to
come together and resist this division.

“That’s what’s important now, more
than ever, when people like Farage are
trying to pull us apart.”

And while Harjap was shocked
by Tuesday, he’s confident it wasn’t
representative of the city he calls home.

“I've been here since 1966 and I've
never seen a riot before. If it wasn’t for
people like Robinson pushing for it, then
it wouldn’t have happened,” he added.

There are some in the city on
Robinson’s side though. At a makeshift
memorial for Nowak at the Portswood
police station, a small crowd had
assembled. One person said, “He was
murdered because he was white.

“l wasn’t born when Stephen
Lawrence was Kkilled, but I feel like I've
had that shoved down my throat ever
since.”

Another boasted that people had come
from across the country for Tuesday’s
protest. “People came from Portsmouth,
London and up north for it.”

Confident

But this shows that voices like this are a
minority in Southampton. Iman said, “If
you've got to bus people in from outside,
well that says everything, doesn’t it?”

If the far right do come back, anti-
racists in Southampton are confident
they can resist them. And they have
good reason to think so. On 25 January
2025, Tenconi called his supporters to
Southampton.

On the day, the far right were
outnumbered four to one by anti-racists
organised by SUTR and supported by
local campaign groups and trade unions.
Alex was there and recalls a particularly
embarrassing moment for Tenconi.

“When we stood opposite him at the
cenotaph, he asked for people from
Southampton who were on his side to
shout out. He was met with silence.

“But on our side, it was almost
entirely people from this city. That gives
me hope, that we anti-racists are in the
majority and that the far right are in the
minority in Southampton,” she said.

Alex said this is exactly the sort of
response that’s called for now. “What
we need to do is to build as big a side
as possible. That means going around to
every church, gurdwara, mosque, every-
where, and bringing out as many people
as we can.

“We need everyone involved,
campaigners, trade unionists—the lot.

“It’s something we’ve done in
Southampton before, and it’s something
we can do again.”

10 June 2026
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HE term

technofeu-

dalism is

widely used

on the left

to describe
the ascendancy of giant
tech firms that seem to
dominate every aspect
of our lives.

Left wing figures such as
the former Greek finance
minister Yanis Varoufakis
and the French economist
Cédric Durand argue that
this new system is replacing
capitalism. Political theorist
Jodi Dean uses the term
neo-feudalism in a similar
way.

The “tech bros” lining
up with Elon Musk to offer
obeisance to Donald Trump
at his 2025 inauguration
certainly did look like feudal
barons attending their king’s
court.

There are concerns about
firms plundering the stock of
human creativity to sell it back
to us through generative Al or
the legitimacy of harvesting
data from our online activity
to maximise their revenues.

However, beyond that,
technofeudalism 1is a
misleading term likely to
confuse efforts to fight the
system that oppresses us.

Karl Marx’s writings
distinguish between feudal and
capitalist modes of production.
He saw both as exploitative.

Feudalism involved pumping
unpaid labour out of peasants,
who were tied to the land of
the feudal lord. The lord would
rely on violence or the threat of
violence to enforce their right to
seize a portion of the peasant’s
produce or to force them to
perform labour services on the
lord’s estate.

Capitalism is different. A
feudal peasant might have
owned some of the equipment
required to work the land or had
access to some common land.
But, workers under capitalism
can access the most important
means of production only by
offering their labour power in
exchange for a wage.

This is as true of the modern
Satanic mills—Amazon
warehouses or giant Foxconn
plants in China assembling
smartphones—as it was of the
textile mills of the industrial
revolution.

NDER feudalism
exploitation
was open and
underpinned
by force. Under
capitalism it is
hidden behind a wage packet.
The working day is split
between the time during which
a worker generates enough
value to cover the cost of their
wage—and the remainder.
This is the time in which their
“surplus labour” generates
new value for the capitalists,
forming the basis for profits.
Our rulers still use force
where their property or profits
are seriously threatened,
but usually blunt economic

's Guangdong province

EXPLAINING TECHNOFEUDALISM

ARE BOSSES
REPLACING
CAPITALISM?

Even some socialists think ‘tech bros’ are changing the system to
reflect better their growing power. But, says Joseph Choonara, the
latest high tech ‘boom’ is a classic expression of capitalist logic

Yanis Varoufakis

compulsion suffices. The peasant
household could be relatively
self-sufficient, whereas workers
confront a market where they
must purchase what they need
to live. That is usually enough
to drive workers to seek a wage.

Under feudalism, life was
certainly brutal for most peasants.
However, Marx argues, in a
feudal society, the lord was
“restricted to a more or less con-
fined set of needs,” and “no bound-
less thirst for surplus labour”
squeezed from peasants arose
“from the character of production

Feudalism
exploited

more openly,
capitalism hides
it behind a

wage packet
I

itself”. Capitalism, by contrast,
does have a boundless thirst
for surplus labour. Capitalists
characteristically compete
with one another and the most
effective way for them to compete
is through what Marx calls the
“accumulation of capital”.

This requires that capitalists
pump some of the profits
extracted from workers back into
production. Harnessing the most
powerful means of production,
automating the tasks carried
out by workers and expanding
the scale of production allows

capitalists to compete effec-
tively. Those who fail to make
the necessary investments get
driven to the wall.

So, competitive accumulation
acts as a coercive law, forcing
capitalists to behave as

capitalists. It is also one reason
why the firms making up the
system tend to swell in size over
time.

HE TECH giants
are not the
negation of
capitalism but its
most developed
expression. Firms
such as Meta, Alphabet or
Amazon do not operate
like feudal lords, but as
profit-hungry capitalist
enterprises.

Take Alphabet, parent
company of Google. Its core
business is an old-fashioned
one—it sells advertising to
other companies. Much of its
wider infrastructure, including
its famous search-engine, is
devoted to this goal. However,
this involves mobilising labour

power and fixed capital.

Alphabet employs just short

of 200,000 workers and owns
almost $250 billion in property,
plants and equipment—
figures far exceeding those of
automotive giants such as Ford
or General Motors.

These investments are far
more important than so-called
“intangible assets,” such as
patents, and this is increasingly
so for the tech giants as they
mature. These firms are doing
what every capitalist must do—
investing in new technology and
hiring labour-power to compete
with rivals.

Indeed, Alphabet faces
intense competition. Its share of
digital advertising fell from 31.5
percent in 2016 to 27.5 percent
in 2023, challenged by
competitors such as Meta or the
Chinese firm Alibaba.

Similar points can be made
about Amazon. Two Marxist
authors, Stephen Maher and
Scott Aquanno, have recently
published a superb study
of the firm, contesting the
widespread view that it is a
monopoly and so its massive
productivity-enhancing
investments must be a
“paradox”.

As they show, Amazon is
engaged in fierce competition.
This includes battles within
the retail sector and over cloud
computing services—today its
main source of profit. It also
involves the threat of the largest
firms, which can mobilise
vast amounts of their own or
borrowed capital, breaking into
its markets.

Generative Al is simply the
latest frontier of competition
for such firms.

Robin Harding, a journalist
writing in the Financial Times
newspaper, described the
funnelling of trillions of dollars
into Al by the tech giants in an
article published last December.
“Protecting these enormously
valuable businesses is easily
worth spending a fortune just
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as an insurance policy, even if
Al does not, in the end, create
much new value.”

Here we see another classic
feature of capitalism—decisions
that look rational from the
perspective of one firm are
utterly irrational from the
standpoint of society at large.

The biggest spenders—Meta,
Alphabet, Microsoft, Amazon—
each expect their revenue to
fall dramatically in relation to
their investment. Yet they feel
compelled to invest regardless
to prevent their rivals gaining
an advantage over them.

They will do enormous social

harm along the way.

Another Financial Times
journalist, Robert Armstrong,
expressed this bluntly in
April, “Al companies and their
models will follow one rule
before all others, they will seek
to maximise returns for their
shareholders, up to the limits set
by law. When the law of profit
conflicts with the company’s
internal principles, profit will
win every time.”

HE WAVE of
investment
is now taking
extremely
dysfunctional

forms. The
tech giants have for years
simply recycled their own
enormous profits back into
production. But now, as
competition quickens, they
are taking on increasing

A huge number of
the global army of
workers toil away
in warehouses
and factories
(top) Meta CEO

amounts of debt. Mark Zuckerberg,
When the Al bubble bursts, Amazon CEO Jeff

the nexus between the tech Bezos, Google

giants and the financial sector CEO Sundar

Pichai and owner
of X and leader of
Tesla and SpaceX
Elon Musk at
Trump’s second
inauguration
(above)

will likely spread the crisis far
and wide.

This is particularly dangerous
when the war on Iran is pushing
up the price of the hydrocarbons
required by energy-hungry data
centres—and encouraging
central banks to put up
interest rates to tame infla-
tion. Just as in earlier phases
of capitalist development,
this new technology will fuel
economic, ecological and social
crises. As Armstrong puts it, “Al
is new, capitalism is not”.

Fortunately, the very dynamic
that makes capitalism so destruc-
tive also opens the possibility of
socialism. The productive forces
developed haltingly slowly
under feudalism. It remained a
world of relative scarcity.

Capitalism has, by contrast,
pushed the forces of production
to levels where, if we
organised them democratically
and sustainably, we could
envisage meeting human needs.

Capitalism has also made

every crucial activity in society
dependent on a mass of
concentrated human labour—a
working class able, through its
collective struggles, to challenge
and overthrow the system.

If the theorists of
technofeudalism were right,
and we had reverted to a form
of feudalism, that avenue would
be closed. We may as well give
up on socialism and hope that at
some point capitalism revives.

Such pessimism is entirely
unjustified.

Large numbers of workers
have been drawn into the tech
sector. They include those
building data centres, selling
advertising, operating chip
fabrication plants or assembling
smartphones, labouring in
Amazon warehouses or in
logistic networks, extracting rare
earth minerals or hydrocarbons,
and many more.

They join a global army of
wage labourers already nearly
two billion strong and growing.

This is the source of hope if
we want to overthrow a system
of exploitation and oppression,
with the tech giants now at its
brutal core.

READ MORE

@®Techno Feudalism— @ Capital’s Grave

What Killed Capitalism by Jodi Dean
by Yanis Varoufakis £16.99
£12.99

Available at Bookmarks

®How Silicon Valley
bookshop.co.uk

Unleashed Techno-
feudalism—The Making
of the Digital Economy
by Cédric Durand

£18.99
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MARXISM
with Judy Cox

Whatis a

bourgeois revolution?

THE CAPITALIST class did

not replace their feudal
predecessors through peaceful
persuasion—they seized power
in a series of violent upheavals.

Marxists call these
“bourgeois revolutions”.

A bourgeois revolution is
a political transformation—a
change in state power—which
is the precondition for large
scale capital accumulation and
establishing the bourgeoisie as
the dominant class.

The capitalist class grew
through slow incremental
changes in production within
feudalism—the development
of factories and increasing
commodity production.

But at key moments, these
gradual changes burst into
political transformations and
abrupt changes in the nature
of state power.

Alex Callinicos describes
how “bourgeois revolutions
exist at the intersection
between objective historical
processes and conscious
human agency”.

This intersection involves a
rupture with the old ways—a
revolution—carried through in
the interests of the bourgeoisie.

“A revolution,” Perry
Anderson writes, “is an
episode of convulsive political
transformation, that has a
determinate beginning—when
the old state apparatus is still
intact—and a finite end, when
that apparatus is decisively
broken and a new one erected
in its stead.”

Conditions
Bourgeois revolutions are
not consciously made by the
capitalists themselves. They
are revolutions that create
the conditions for capitalism.
In “classical” bourgeois
revolutions—the Netherlands,
England, France—
pre-capitalist regimes were
replaced by regimes which
paved the way for the creation
of a modern type of economy.
The first Marxist accounts
of bourgeois revolutions were
heavily influenced by the
French Revolution of 1789.
The bourgeoisie did play
a leading role in the French
Revolution. That didn’t
mean bankers rushed to
the barricades. But that the

THE UNIFICATION of Germany under Otto von Bismark

leadership was in the hands of
the bourgeois classes.

After the revolution came
Napoleon Bonaparte and then
King Louis XVIII. They all ruled
over regimes which established
the legal and institutional
framework necessary for
capitalism to develop. But the
French bourgeoisie did not run
the state until decades later.

In England in the 1640s
Oliver Cromwell led a revolt
which ended in the execution
of Charles I. The bourgeoisie
did not lead the revolution in
the same way as the French.

But the leadership of the
bourgeoisie proved to be
decisive at crucial moments.

After the revolution, sections
of the landed gentry assumed
leadership positions and the
country was dominated by
a narrow oligarchy of great
landowners. But their central
aim increasingly became the
accumulation of capital.

Both the English and French
revolutions involved the mass
activism of broad coalitions of
the poor and small producers.
They represented a form
of bourgeois revolution
which involved a “truly
revolutionising path”.

There is another kind of

A bourgeois
revolution is
a political

transformation
]

bourgeois revolution—a
“revolution from above”.
In these, the existing state
apparatus was used violently
to remove obstacles to the
construction of unified
capitalist economies.

An example of this is
German unification, completed
at the end of the 1860s.

Reactionary

The German bourgeois
revolution took place under
the leadership of prince Otto
von Bismarck and the most
reactionary caste in society.

They realised that to
compete with the French
and English they needed to
industrialise and so it was
necessary to encourage the
bourgeoisie to develop.

They mastered the
state machine and made
it into an instrument of
industrialisation.

The American Revolution
of 1776 contained elements of
popular revolt against British
colonial rule.

But a second revolution was
required in the 1860s to break
the power of the southern
slave owners tied economically
to Britain.

The bourgeoisie can build
up its wealth, power and
confidence within feudal
society, and then organise to
capture state power.

The working class cannot
expect any help in constructing
socialism. It must take power
before workers can begin to
run production. That requires a
far higher level of organisation
than the bourgeoisie needed
—it requires a revolutionary

party.
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At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
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part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
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We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.

We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russiathe result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.

We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.

We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
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revolutionary socialist party.
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THERE DOESN'T seem
to be a day that goes
by where there is not
an attack on the trans+
community in the right
wing press or on social
media.

In the 1980s and 1990s,
it felt eerily the same for gay
men and women in the cov-
erage of the HIV/AIDS crisis.

Disgracefully, trans+
victims of oppression today
are somehow transformed
into being the oppressors.

The photographic
exhibition Tenderness
and Rage at the Wellcome
Collection in London reflects
back on the reality of the
suffering of those with HIV/
AIDS at a time when the
condition was referred to as
“the gay plague” by the press.

“Britain threatened by gay
plague virus”, “Gays in Fear”
and “T'd shoot my son if he had
AIDS’ says vicar”. These were
all appalling homophobic
headlines designed to create
maximum fear and hatred at
the height of the suffering of
innocent people.

Resilience

This exhibition presents
a different reality. At its
centre are two photographic
series created with artist
Gideon Mendel. “The Ward”
documents the lives of patients

Filton 24 fi

IN THE ongoing
case of what is now

Searing w
oullding tr

tness and
e fightback

ANDRE AND his partner from The Ward by Gideon Mendel

on AIDS wards at Middlesex
Hospital in London. While,
“Through Positive Eyes”—a
project led by the Art & Global
Health Center at University
of California, Los Angeles—
shares the perspectives of HIV
activists worldwide.

An intensely
moving focus
on love, care

and resilience
]

The photographs of patients
at Middlesex Hospital are
intensely moving, focusing on
the love, care and resilience
of the gay community
under attack. “Through
Positive Eyes” foregrounds
the determination of black
women in South Africa to
confront, overcome and
succeed in living with HIV.

Crucially, the exhibition
makes the connection
between oppression and the
need for a political fight back.

The images of protest
against the Thatcher
government’s treatment of
people with HIV find a place
next to those of tenderness.

The actions of the LGBT+
direct action group Act Up are

letting herself be
intimidated, she said

captured in the fight for the
medical aid denied those with
HIV in the 1990s.

There is now a rich artistic
representation of LGBT+
struggle that connects the
fight back over HIV/AIDS with
the struggle against Section
28 and the battles to gain
equality in the 21st century.
The spirit of Tenderness
and Rage is inspirational for
LGBT+ struggles today.

And there is a real parallel
with the situation trans+
people face now—the bigots
can be fought and can be
beaten.

Tenderness and Rage is on until
30 May 2027 at the Wellcome

Collection, 183 Euston Road,
London NW1 2BE

m puts the real criminals on trial

have been arrested
since, including

The government
has never before

REVIEW
MARYAM TARIQ

the Filton 25, Alex
Grace’s documentary
Operation Recomply
has sharply exposed
the overreaches of
the British state.

The film opens
with music by
Lowkey and images
of protests outside
the prisons in which
Palestine Action
activists were held.

It shows footage
from the action at
the Elbit Systems
site in August 2024.
Actionists smashed
up drones—used
by Israel to carry
out their genocide
on Palestine—with
crowbars.

Six of them were
arrested on site. 18

eight by armed
police in dawn

raids, designated
Operation Recomply.
One more already
being held over other
actions has also been
charged.

By following
the events after
their arrest, the
documentary unveils
the awful treatment
they have faced.

It’s highly
humanising. Their
actions are shown to
come from a place
of trying to save
lives, rather than
as irresponsible or
violent, as the state
tries to paint them.

Interviews with the
actionist’s families

OPERATION™

RECOMPLY

Highly humanising

were central. They
were left traumatised
by the raids, but
their resolve was
hardened.

Emma Kamio, the
mother of one of
them, was wrongfully
arrested herself
and held in solitary
confinement for
five days under the
Terrorism Act.

Rather than

“I felt like the state
had radicalised me”.

Many of the
relatives have
become tireless
activists since.

The documentary
gained weight from
the involvement of
Declassified UK and
Cage International,
who in it outline
some of the legal
frameworks at play.

These include laws
being stretched to
hold the prisoners in
remand longer than
the six months it
should take to begin
a trial.

The proscription
of Palestine Action
was also emphasised
as an overreach.

attempted to equate
property damage
with terrorism.
When footage of
the break in to Brize
Norton, a catalyst for
the proscription, was
shown, the cinema
erupted into cheers.
The sense of
invigoration that the
film gave people to
keep fighting back
was palpable.
Operation
Recomply underlines
the lengths the
British state will go to
quash dissent against
Israel. It puts the real
criminals on trial.
Dugald Macfarlane
For more information

and screenings go to
operationrecomply.uk

A tender excavation
of a brutal reckoning

“IN THESE pages my mother, my gangster, shall live. She
was my shelter and my storm.” The visceral opening in
Arundhati Roy’s Mother Mary Comes to Me launches

a memoir that is a tender excavation of a brutal family
reckoning and unsparing political indictment.

Mary Roy, a Syrian Christian activist and educator,
battled caste and gender oppression to secure landmark
inheritance rights and built a pioneering school that
prioritised girls education in Kerala.

Roy reveals her mother as a profoundly complex and
contradictory woman. A tough fighter for justice who could
also be brutal towards her own daughter.

Despite her activism, Mary remained entangled in the
limitations imposed by a capitalist system unable to fully
escape her internalised misogyny and generational trauma.

The memoir lays bare these family contradictions and
parental wounds, the contradictory consciousness that
placed unknown schoolchildren before her own children.
There were moments of estrangement and hurt, yet also
awe at her mother’s resilience.

While Mary lies in a hospital bed, she demands inquiry
of the caste and religion of every nurse and doctor. Roy
picked up a chair and smashed it, the only time she defies
her mother.

The memoir also honours the united front Mary
maintained when the Indian state turned on her daughter.

She stood by her daughter when other parents
disapproved of her speaking out at school, encouraged
her writing despite her own negative comments and never
explicitly demanded she back down. In those moments, she
momentarily puts aside whatever grievances she’s had with
Roy in favour of political solidarity.

Legacies

Roy masterfully links private oppression to systemic rot. The
tyrannies of sexism, caste and family become doorways to
capitalism’s machinery, remnants of colonialism’s legacies
and state violence.

She recalls the media’s grotesque commodification of
Phoolan Devi’s rape in Bandit Queen, a film that exploited
her story voyeuristically without consent or consultation.

Disgusted after attending the premiere, Roy responded
with her essay “The Great Indian Rape Trick,” exposing
how such narratives reduce defiant women to spectacles of
victimhood. Her critique of the present remains merciless.

She warns of rising Hindutva authoritarianism,
embodied by the far right organisations BJP and RSS, and
further fuelled by Islamophobia after the US invasion of
Afghanistan helped Hindu nationalists rise to power.

The 2002 Gujarat pogrom, in which thousands of Muslims
were killed in RSS linked violence that became Modi’s
stepping stone to power, led to Roy’s symbolic jailing.

Kashmir, ongoing minority persecution, and the Gaza
genocide—all haunt these pages. Roy recalls the 1984
aftermath of Operation Blue Star Golden Temple massacre
where Hindu nationalists slaughtered Sikhs in their
thousands, beating them to death while police stood by.

Roy says of Rajiv Gandhi’s landslide election that
year, “that victory went a long way towards convincing
politicians and political parties that murdering minorities
helped them to win elections. In the years to come we
would watch it happen over and over again”.

Writing these words in the immediate aftermath of the
Southampton riots amid the surge of racist attacks on
Sikhs only sharpens the warning that in this era of fascism,
genocide and protest crackdowns, we must fight back.

Roy’s persistent solidarity with oppressed communities
will ignite something fierce within you. Mother Mary and
our own mothers’ battles would demand nothing less.

The struggle continues for a world where no woman
must be both shelter and storm merely to survive.

Roy shows you cannot divorce politics from daily life—the
threads of family and trauma are inseparable from capitalism.

Mother Mary Comes to Me is a tribute to the activist
mother fighting wider oppression and private demons. And
it’s a testament to how art and literature can be a tool to
fuel broader resistance.

Mother Mary Comes to Me by Arundhita Roy is available from
Bookmarks bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
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Tube drivers
say ‘time for
strikes is now’

TUBE DRIVERS in the RMT union
took to picket lines on Tuesday
and Thursday of last week
against bosses’ imposition of a
“fake four-day week” that attacks
their terms and conditions.

An RMT union rep on the
picket line outside Leytonstone
station in east London, told
Socialist Worker, “Many of our
colleagues in the Aslef union have
refused to cross the picket lines.

“What's been really shocking
is that we've seen some Aslef
union representatives cross this
morning.

“If the drivers have the
decency to boycott then why
are union officials not giving the
same respect?”

The Aslef train drivers’ union
represents just over half of Tube
train operators.

Aslef members voted in favour
of the proposals, with the union
calling it a “once in a generation
opportunity”

But the RMT rep explained
that some of the drivers had
actually moved from Aslef to the
RMT since this dispute began.

“The majority of drivers across
the two unions combined are
actually against the four day
working week as it stands,” the
rep added.

One driver said fatigue was
a huge issue—and that this
would be made much worse
if the maximum shift length is
increased.

“We're already working flat
out,” he said. “Even now, during
the last half hour of my shift,

I'm watching the clock. My
concentration is starting to go.
You tell yourself, just one last run.

“Now, imagine starting work
at 3.45am, and then not getting
a break for five hours, then being
back on shift for another nine
hours, with the possibility of
overtime on top of that.

“That's when mistakes
are going to start to happen.
Mistakes that can put the safety
of drivers and passengers at risk.”

One driver, who has worked
for Transport for London (TfL) for
19years, said that he had become
more active in the union because
the “time was now" to fight back.

“We want the four-day working
week, we're not against it," he
said.

“But the changes that TfL
wants to bring in will undermine
the improvements to our terms
and conditions that generations
of drivers have fought for.”

The union should escalate the
action.

M Workers at Bow Bus Garage
in East London are set to strike
from Thursday until Sunday.

The Unite union members
work for the East London Bus
and Coach Company, part of
Stagecoach.

They say bosses haven't
listened to their concerns about
fatigue and that this is putting
drivers and passengers at risk.

Workers struck earlier this
year.

HIGHER EDUCATION

GOLDSMITHS WORKERS fight redundancies and pay theft

oldsmiths bosses
pay grab sparks fury

CAMILLA ROYLE

WORKERS AT Goldsmiths
University in south London
are “furious” with bosses
after 100 percent of their
pay was deducted for
taking part in a marking
and assessment boycott.

The UCU union members
have started an indefinite
strike this week.

Some 269 administrative
workers and academics are
at risk of redundancy—one
in five of the workforce.

Striker Hazel said that
these deep cuts, “will impact
the student experience. It’s
inevitable. There are fewer
and fewer staff trying to do
more and more work.”

Another said, “I'm striking
because this is the third round
of cuts since I started here as

a student, and the deficit is
still the same. It feels like cir-
cling the drain rather than
resolving anything.”

They explained that the
lack of administrative staff
means casualised workers
can find themselves teach-
ing for three months with no
contract and without getting
paid until the end of the term.

Another striker told
Socialist Worker that docking
100 percent of trade union-
ists’ pay is “unprecedented” in
disputes at Goldsmiths.

Meanwhile, strikes at the
University of Nottingham
over bosses’ plans to slash
jobs and courses are set to
continue until the end of July.

At Sheffield Hallam the
UCU members are striking
until 19 June (see right).

UCU members at London
Metropolitan University are

set to strike this Thursday and
Friday and next Monday over
plans for 120 redundancies.

At Heriot-Watt in Edin-
burgh, UCU members are set
to strike all next week against
compulsory redundancies.

At Glasgow Caledonian
University, workers struck for
two days last week and plan to
strike again on 4 August.

At the University of Aber-
deen, action from workers has
halted over 100 job cuts.

Goldsmiths is at the sharp
end of a crisis. But univer-
sity bosses across the country
are planning cuts to jobs and
courses.

Last month, UCU mem-
bers at the union’s annual
congress voted for a national
dispute over the avalanche of
job cuts in higher education.
The union should rush to put
this into practice.

CUTS

Sheffield Hallam strikers
resist ‘managed decline’

STUDENTS AND workers at
Sheffield Hallam University
are not taking the decline of
their university lying down.

The UCU union members
have been on strike for the
past week and a half, and
are set to strike again all this
week and next week.

Their lively picket
line has added pressure
as negotiations with
management start.

The UCU, GMB and
Unison unions and the
student-led Sheffield Hallam
Against Cuts (Shac) are
fighting back against the
financial incompetence of
university management.

Unison and GMB members
have supported rallies and
demonstrations. These union
branches are now balloting
for strikes.

Slowly

Shac has gained support
from the students’ union,
and is slowly growing into
an organised force.

It has organised
information campaigns
and a student vote of no
confidence along with many
other campaigns.

On 1 June all these forces
came together for a mass
picket with over 120 people
showing their solidarity.

Sheffield Hallam should
serve as a warning to other
universities about the
trajectory they are taking
when they initiate job cuts.

The dire state of higher
education is impacting
both workers and students.
Universities across the
country are cutting jobs.

According to the UK HE
Shrinking webpage run by
Queen Mary UCU branch,
110 universities out of about

160 are cutting staff to save
money.

A lecturer being cut
from a university shakes
the entire foundations of
the institution, increasing
workload for other teaching
staff and adding pressure on
professional services staff.

It means the effects of
job cuts are often worse
than initially anticipated,
resulting in future drastic
restructurings and in many
circumstances more cuts.

Sheffield Hallam is a
perfect example of how the
death spiral can start that
should be a cautionary tale
for other universities.

Whereas many
universities have begun
making cuts in the past year,
Hallam started its campaign
of cuts and restructures back
in 2023.

Three years later, Sheffield
Hallam is suffering.

Over 1,000 staff members
—around 20 percent of the
original university staff—
were cut.

Services were stopped
or restructured, courses
were slashed, external
examinations were cut,
causing courses to be
devalued.

The latest round of cuts
threatens over 236 jobs from
both academic and support
services.

It would see the closure
of cafes, the nursery and
restructures of student
support services.

But Sheffield Hallam is
also an example of how
an organised coalition of
workers from across unions,
supported by students, can
fight even the most brutal
cuts.

Juni Danilewicz

Strikes in London, Warwickshire, Derbyshire and Essex schools

bz PAT MEUSEL

BOSSES AT a west London
school have threatened
some of the lowest-paid
workers with “fire and
rehire” unless they accept
pay cuts.

But NEU union members
at Woodfield School in
Brent are fighting back.

Workers struck on
Monday—and were set to
strike on Thursday and
Friday—against bosses
at the Compass Learning
Partnership.

The multi-academy trust
runs Woodfield, a school
for students with special
educational needs and
disabilities (Send).

“These are people who
are low paid, but who do
highly skilled work,” Jenny,

joint branch secretary of
Brent NEU, told Socialist
Worker. Bosses want to

cut the hours of support
workers in the school from
36 to 32.5 hours a week—
meaning a pay cut of around
£4,000 a year.

There are no fewer than
four senior management
positions at the trust with
salaries of at least £110,000
ayear.

The CEO of Compass
Learning Partnership alone
rakes in up to £140,000 a
year. There’s clearly no
shortage of cash.

Workers plan further
action on 16-18, 22, 25-26
and 29 June and 2-3, 6-9,
13-14 and 16-17 July.

ENEU UNION members at
Brick Lane School in Tower
Hamlets, east London,

began a three-day strike

on Tuesday over pay and
conditions. They previously
walked out last week and in
March.

Bosses have started to
send in agency workers to
try to break the strike.

“It really highlights how
the school management
doesn’t care about the
students,” Maria, the
school’s NEU rep, told
Socialist Worker.

Education
Brick Lane is also a Send
school.

Maria said, “The agency
staff they’re sending in
aren’t adequately trained.
They don’t have experience
of working with students
like ours. This raises real
concerns.”

The striking workers are

demanding the same pay
as others in similar roles in
Tower Hamlets.

ETHE CEO of the most
indebted multi-academy
trust in England has
resigned amid strikes
against job cuts.

Workers are celebrating
the departure of Kevin
Gritton as CEO of the St
Ralph Sherwin Trust in
Derbyshire, East Midlands.

NEU and Unison union
members at 14 of the trust’s
25 schools began a three-
day strike on Tuesday.

Strikers plan to lobby the
Department for Education in
London on Thursday.
®Join them from 11am at the
DfE, Orchard House, 20 Great
Smith St, London SW13BT.

ENEU UNION members

at Aylesford School,
Warwickshire, are fighting
a proposed restructure
that could see as many as
11compulsory redundancies.
Strikes planned for this
week have been suspended
after workers won major
concessions from school
management over workload
and trade union recognition.
Workers plan further
strike action on 16, 18 and
19 June, if compulsory
redundancies are not ruled
out.

ENEU UNION members at
Grays Convent High School
in Thurrock, Essex, began a
three-day strike on Tuesday
over pay, jobs conditions.
®Join them on their picket line
from 7.30am at Grays Convent
High School, Thurrock, RM17
5UX.
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Lambeth care centre reprieve

WORKERS AT Central Hill Day

Trade unionists say
Reform won't stop Pride

by JUDEMCKECHNIE
and PATMEUSEL
|

REFORM UK-RUN councils
are clamping down on
LGBT+ rights—but trade
unionists and campaigners
are fighting back.

Two councils run by the far
right party have announced
restrictions on the use of
LGBT+ flags and events
during Pride month this June.

Essex County Council
ordered its 74 libraries to
scale back Pride events.

Havering Council in Greater
London gave just three days’
notice to organisers of a Pride
Flag ceremony that it would
not be going ahead.

Organisers held an
impromptu rally anyway,
waving Pride flags, giving
speeches and sharing a picnic
outside the town hall.

Reform UK is the largest
bloc on Kirklees Council in
West Yorkshire. But LGBT +
activists in Huddersfield, the
main town in the local author-
ity, are on the front foot.

They’re organising a Pride
parade to celebrate the 45th
anniversary of 1981 Pride.
This marked the first time
since 1972 that the annual
Pride parade had taken place
outside of London.

“The decision to hold it in
Huddersfield that year was
taken in response to a rise in
homophobic attacks in the
town, from bigots and from
cops,” Nick, a trade unionist
in Unison, explained.

Huddersfield Pride will

TRADE UNIONS raised funds for Durham Pride 2026, undermining plans to scupper it

hold a parade on 4 July along
the same route as in 1981.

Nick said the event next
month was going to be “big
and lively”—and had got
plenty of support. “It’s been
advertised by my union,
Unison, and the NEU union’s
donated £1,000 towards it,”
he added.

Combative
In Durham, trade unionists
took the same combative
approach against Reform UK.
John, a Stand Up To Racism
(SUTR) activist in Durham,
told Socialist Worker, “When
Reform UK won control of
Durham County Council last
year, they said they’d remove
the Pride flag from the County
Hall.

“They also said they’d no
longer put any money towards
Pride—and they were true to
their word on both.

“The Reform UK deputy
leader, Darren Grimes, said
the council wasn’t ‘an ATM
for contested causes’.”

John explained that this
galvanised the trade union
movement to take action in
response. “Labour used to put
£2,500 towards Pride when
it ran the council—the trade
unions raised ten times that,”
he said.

“By all accounts it was twice
as big as last year’s parade—
I counted at least seven trade
union banners—CWU, GMB,
NUM, NEU, NASUWT and
Unite.”

Council workers from

across Britain joined an online
meeting last week to discuss
how they are going to resist
the far right party.

One worker from Kent
County Council, which
Reform UK has dominated
since the local elections last
year, described the attacks on
LGBT+ workers.

They explained that
when the transphobic EHRC
guidance came out it got
pushed through almost imme-
diately. “It’s been really quite
a devastating and frustrating
time to be in the service,” they
said.

Council workers in the
meeting argued to form a
network among council work-
ers to fight back against the
far right and racism.

Striking back against union busting and victimisation

WORKERS AT a special
educational needs and
disabilities (Send) school
in Leicester escalated
strikes last week amid
growing calls to reinstate
their union rep.

Tom Barker is a
teaching assistant (TA)
and Unison steward at Ash
Field Academy, a school
operated by Discovery
Schools Academies Trust
(DSAT). He was suspended
in October 2025 after
workers voted for strikes.

But members of his
Unison branch are fighting
back against what is a clear
case of victimisation by
academy bosses.

At least 50 people came
out to support the strikers
as part of a solidarity
picket backed by Strike
Map on Thursday. They

have picketed for six days
since they first walked out
in April.

Workers on the picket
line told Socialist Worker
how central Tom had been
in building the union and
fighting for workers.

“He is a very good rep.
He takes what we say,
collates it and puts it
forward when we’re not
always very confident that
it will be listened to,” said
one of Tom’s co-workers.

Another said, “He’s our
voice. He supports us in
every way and is always
there for us. | just feel like |
have to do something about
what'’s being done to him.”

Tom’s record as a
long-standing trade
unionist at Ash Field speaks
for itself. Union members
secured pay increases of

between 18 and 25 percent
for classroom workers after
43 days of strikes in 2023.

During the 2024-5
academic year, concerns
relating to health and
safety were raised by the
union. When DSAT began
a rushed redundancy
process, members voted to
strike.

Only days later, the
bosses suspended Tom, on
unspecified allegations.
After almost six months,
DSAT has still not
presented any evidence of
wrongdoing.

Unison general secretary
Andrea Egan attended the
solidarity picket line.

“l am here to say very
clearly, this union will not
stand by when bosses
attack activists,” she said.

“Because you are right,

what they’re saying is that

if we can take the head off

the snake then the workers
will retreat.

“But we’re here to say,
we ain’t retreating—and
actually we're going to step
up our action.”

She added, “You're not
alone, you’ve clearly got the
wider movement, you've
got the union behind you.

“We have got to now see
this to the end because it is
a matter of who blinks first.
And our message is, it isn’t
going to be us.’

If DSAT bosses are
allowed to get away with
this, it will weaken the
whole union. There are
plans for more strike dates
in the coming weeks.
BSupport the campaign by
signing the petition here
tinyurl.com/protecttombaker

Centre have scored a major
victory in the fight to save a
vital dementia care service.
Last week they were
informed that the new Green
Party administration in
Lambeth council, in south
London, had paused the
closure.
Workers’ action has
delivered a breakthrough.
Following a four day strike,
the council’s will “pause
all closure activity and any
voluntary or compulsory
redundancy processes”
while the council reviews the
services.
The council has also

Lambeth workers on strike

agreed to start referrals to the
day centre, which had been
paused for over 18 months.

Joint branch secretary
Simon Hannah said, “This is a
real win for Unison members
fighting for proper public
services. Public services don’t
have to be destroyed in the
name of austerity.”

Defend Palestine Action
from state clampdown

>>continued from page 3
deepening state clampdown
on people taking action to
dismantle the Israeli war
machine.

The British state faces a crisis
of legitimacy for its role in the
genocide in Palestine.

In some cases juries have
acquitted people taking action
when they have understood the
reasons why they have done so.
So the state is responding by
escalating repression.

Defend Our Juries (DOJ)
says, “These sentences are
not accidental, they are part
of a strategic effort by the
British government to be able
to effectively deter whichever
group they don’t agree with.”

On Friday, supporters of
the activists will risk arrest by
taking part in an signholding
action outside Woolwich Crown
Court in east London at 1pm.
They will hold signs reading
“Saving lives is not terrorism. I
support Palestine Action.”

Trade unionists and others
who want to show their
opposition to unjust sentencing

without risking arrest should go
with union banners and form
the “witness circle” outside the
court.

The use of a terrorism
connection in sentencing this
Friday is not connected in
law to the state’s unlawful
proscription of Palestine Action
as a terrorist organisation in
2025. The group took action
before Palestine Action was
banned under the Terrorism
Act 2000.

The Labour government has
launched an appeal against
the High Court ruling that
in February found the ban
unlawful.

Next Monday, judges are set
to deliver their verdict on the
government’s appeal.

It is vital that the Palestine
movement pushes back against
the state’s attempts to stifle
protest.

MGo to defendourjuries.net/
lift-the-ban for information

on the signholding action and
actionnetwork.org/groups/
protest-is-not-terrorism for the
witness circle

Dorset fire stations victory

CAMPAIGNERS IN south west
England have won a victory
in their battle to keep fire
stations open.

Eight rural fire stations in
Dorset and Wiltshire were set
to be axed. But last Friday, the
chief fire officer announced
he was recommending six to
stay open after consultation.
Another two are to merge
with nearby stations.

Sam Strudwick in Maiden
Newton, in Dorset, told
Socialist Worker the win is
“down to a mass campaign”.

“It was a whole number
of things, knocking on doors,
leafleting, stunts,” she said.

“I think it did pressure the
fire authority. I think they
were taken aback by so much
concern,” she said.

“They are going to come
back for more. We have to be

prepared to keep up the fight
and support the firefighters
again if needed.”

Sam explained that the far
right Poole Patriots had tried
to muscle in on the campaign.
They said they were going
to one of the fire stations
to support with a “spend
money on fire services, not on
refugees” message.

Sam said the FBU
firefighters’ union put out a
statement opposing the Poole
Patriots. The statement said,
“The Patriots had played no
role in the campaign.

“It’s a political choice
to cut the fire stations, by
a government that spends
money on war, that subsidises
oil companies and allows the
water companies to dump
waste in the rivers. But it’s
always worth a fight.”
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SOLIDARITY FOR

AQA EXAM STRIKE

] UDE MCKECHNIE

AQA EXAM board workers are
fighting for pay restoration—
and have won international
solidarity.

The Unison union members
struck for the seventh day on
Monday at AQA sites in Manchester,
Guildford and Milton Keynes.

In Manchester, Amazon workers
from the US joined the picket lines
in solidarity.

Jonathan Rosenblum is
an Amazon delivery driver and
union organiser from Seattle,
Washington.

He told strikers, “Whether we
teach in the classroom or work in a
factory, all workers are connected
by the basic need. It’s not just the
economic need to be given a decent
pay cheque, but for the right to have
power over our work.

Picket

“When you walk this picket line, you
are not just walking for yourselves.

“You are walking for millions
and millions of workers around the
world—and I salute the stand that
you'’re taking.”

AQA workers are demanding
their pay is restored to the same
level as 2021 within three years.

It has fallen by as much as
10 percent in “real terms” thanks to
inflation.

Tom, the Unison AQA branch

EXAM BOARD workers on the picket line in Manchester on Monday

chair, explained how desperate
the situation was for many of the
workers.

“People on food banks, that’s
completely, completely out of
order. It’s Victorian. How did we
get here?” he told Socialist Worker.

Another striker said they were
fighting over pay inequality at AQA.
She explained, “The current
framework for pay is a performance
related pay scale. They call it ‘recog-
nisin excellence’.
“Each year AQA gives out

outstanding ratings to workers who
‘go above and beyond’, and they
take home higher pay.”

But she explained that propor-
tionately far fewer workers from an
ethnic minority background receive
the higher rate.

AQA’s ethnicity median pay
gap is about 27.7 percent while
the gender pay gap is about
10 percent.

Another striker told Socialist
Worker that they were trying to
win other workers who’d crossed
the picket lines to join the fight.

“We’re going to be holding an
online meeting for the temp staff
who have been crossing picket
lines,” she said.

“We want to encourage them
and to convince them that this is as
much their fight as ours.

Strength

“There’s strength in numbers so we
want to have more and more people
joining our picket lines.”

Workers will be back out on
strike next week from Monday to
Wednesday.

Tom said, “I'm very optimistic
that we can win this.

“And when we do win this, what
we’re going to prove to everybody is
that you can fight for the things that
we are fighting for here.

“People don’t do it enough.
People don’t stand up and say, you
know, pay gaps are shit. Get rid of
them.

“We are the ones standing up
and saying enough is enough,
and hopefully that will drive the
message forward to other people to
do the same.”

Send messages of support to
unisonDevasSt@aga.org.uk

Striking cancer researchers demand ‘world-leading pay’

b; CAMILLAROYLE

WORKERS AT the Institute
of Cancer Research (ICR)
in London began a nine-
day strike last Tuesday

to demand higher pay
from the world-leading
institution.

The Unite union
members plan further
action this week and next
week.

On the picket lines last
week strikers chanted, “We
fight cancer every day. We

can’t do it for low pay,”

as they marched through
Knightsbridge in west
London.

A crowd of primary
school children came out
to show their support and
one bin lorry driver told
the cancer researchers, “If
it weren’t for you, I’d be
dead”.

Striker David works
in buildings and
maintenance, helping to
keep the labs and offices
running. He told Socialist
Worker the low pay is “a

slap in the face” when
the ICR has hundreds of
millions in cash reserves.

“It’s meant to be world-
leading, but they don’t pay
world-leading money,” he
said.

“It’s a struggle. 'm
looking to buy a house but
I don’t think it’s feasible.

“You get pushed further
and further out of London
to try to find somewhere
to live.”

“We work for a good
cause but I need to eat,” he
added. “I’'m not asking for

1
On the picket line last week

holidays in five star hotels,
just to be comfortable and
to not have to worry.”

Another striker, Lindsay;,
explained that pay has
been kept down since
bosses introduced a new
pay structure in 2019 that
didn’t allow people to
progress.

Pay in real terms has
fallen by 16 percent
compared to the RPI
inflation rate in six years.

She told Socialist
Worker, “For a lot of
people there isn’t any

career progression and
people can’t advance as
they gain experience. At
the same time, there is the
cost of living crisis”.

There were big picket
lines last week at all three
of the ICR’s sites, Fulham
Road and Old Brompton
Road in west London and
at the Royal Marsden in
Sutton, south London.

At the Sutton site over
100 people gathered with
homemade signs and
union flags on the first day
of strikes.
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