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AFTERRACIST POGROMS IN BELFAST
ANDFASCIST MARES IN BRITAIN...
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Around 20,000 people joined a United Against Racism
demonstration in Belfast, in the north of Ireland, after y
anti-migrant pogroms in the city following a knife attack.
The British far right seized on the attack and tried to
organise marches in towns and cities in Britain too

ANTI-RAC!
TAKE BACK
THESTREETS

Reports from Belfast and Derry in north of Ireland and cities in Britain>>pages 485

NEWS

Palestine Action
vow to fight ban

THE CO-FOUNDER of
Palestine Action vowed to
“fight proscription all the
way” on Monday after the
Court of Appeal found the
group’s ban to be lawful.

The Labour government
banned Palestine Action
under the Terrorism Act 2000
last summer.

The ban is part of the
British state’s crackdown on
the Palestine movement.

>>Page 3

EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION

What is the
Sisi regime?

REVOLUTIONARY socialist
and journalist Hossam
el-Hamalawy was a leading
voice of the Egyptian
Revolution of 2011.

The revolution overthrew
Egypt’s Western-backed
dictator. When it threatened
to go much further, General
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi launched
a coup in 2013.

Hossam spoke to Socialist
Worker about his new book,
Counter-Revolution in
Egypt—Sisi’s New Republic.

>>Pages 10&11
S

ANTI-RACISM

Soweto uprising
against Apartheid

FIFTY YEARS ago this
week protests by school
children in South Africa
were the beginning of
the end for Apartheid.

The uprising gave people
a sense that the state could
be beaten. Socialist Worker
spoke to a veteran of this
turning point in the struggle
for liberation.

>>Pages 8&9
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘The greatest
event that
humanity has
ever seen and will
ever see’

Fifa president Gianni
Infantino

‘A landmark
moment for

the Trump
administration,
showcasing
American
leadership and
hospitality’

US State Department
‘Every few hours,
it’s another
story about fans,
players, officials,
journalists
denied. Now
referees? Is this
how the hosts
behave?’

Former England player lan
Wright

‘Political
interferencein
sportinits worst

form’

Iranian FA chief Mehdi Taj
slams the mistreatment of the
team

HE'S WOT TalKIN &

AReJT WAL Ry pTe

Trump’s racist crackdown on
World Cup players and fans

bi FRANKIE MURDEN

PERHAPS THE most
controversial World Cup
yet has just kicked off.

It’s taking place mostly
in the US with a few games
also occurring in Canada and
Mexico.

We were originally told
that the three countries
hosting the men’s football
world cup would be “united
as one” with “a shared com-
mitment to human rights”.

Instead, there has been a
deluge of visa denials, humil-
iating security checks and
disrespect shown to players,
team staff and fans.

The Iranian team had to
move their training camp from
the US to Tijuana, Mexico.
They have been told they must
leave and enter the US within
the same 24-hour time period,
entailing a round trip of over
2,000 miles in a day.

Refused
Some 15 members of the
team’s staff—including
the Iranian football asso-
ciation chief and the team’s
photographer—were refused
entry to the US completely.
Players and staff from the
Senegalese, Swiss, Iraqi, South
African and Uzbek teams have
all suffered refusals of entry,

visa delays and degrading
security procedures.

The Senegalese team were
put through extra searches,
standing in their socks as
their shoes were taken apart.

Extra metal detectors and
narcotic sniffer dogs met
Uzbekistan’s team at their
training ground.

Somali referee Omar
Artan, voted the African
Football Federation men’s
referee of the year in 2025,
was denied entry to the US
after landing in Miami.

The Trump administration
claimed that this was

| TRADE UNIONISTS in Los Angeles protest against Ice

due to “association with
suspected members of terror
organisations”.

Black, Asian and Muslim
players, staff and fans have
been the primary targets of
these racist security checks.

Julien Kouadio Adonis,
the leader of the Cote
d’Ivoire football fans asso-
ciation, called it “a form of
segregation that doesn’t dare
speak its name”.

Trump’s immigration
crackdown is extended to
tourists at the World Cup and
workers at stadiums.

Workers have been made

to hand over huge amounts
of personal information
that will be shared with
law enforcement agencies—
including Ice.

Rights

Human rights groups have
issued warnings to fans of
“risk of arrest, detention
and deportation,” “racial
profiling” and “suppression of
speech”.

The reason governments
love the World Cup is that
it reinforces the nationalism
that blurs the class
differences and antagonisms
that threaten their rule.

We'’re all in it together
wishing our national team
glory.

Some may find it
heartening at a time of
right wing nationalist
resurgence to see fans from
different countries mixing and
celebrating together.

But there is still a huge
class divide in football.

On the one hand, there
are those rich enough to
get tickets for the games and
able to get through the racist
border controls. On the other
are the vast bulk of fans—
gathered around TV sets and
in public fan zones.

We should never forget
where nationalism ultimately
leads.

Fans priced out while Fifa sticks the boot in

THE FANS attending
the World Cup are being
ripped off.

The Fifa football
association says that
tickets must be sold at
“affordable prices”—but
in reality this means
tickets are being priced
at the maximum that the
organisation can extract.
It means that only the
richest fans can access
games.

Fifa has even
introduced an official
touting website where
tickets can be resold with
it taking a 15 percent cut.

Digital tokens were
sold by Fifa’s “crypto
partner”, Modex. It

Getin
touch with
Socialist

Worker

promised that fans
would be able to buy an
unknown ticket, on an
unknown date, for an
unknown price. Tens of

Millionaire Gianni Infantino shrugs off fan complaints

sold to fans for hundreds
of dollars each.

It was then revealed
that tickets bought with
these tokens would still

thousands of tokens were | be full price in the most
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expensive men’s World
Cup ever.

Gianni Infantino, the
president of Fifa, tried
to claim that this is just
what the US market is
like for sporting events
and that you never hear
Americans complaining.

It’s easy not to
complain about such
things when your annual
salary’s £2.7 million.

This is just an
extension of the greed
and corruption that has
long characterised Fifa. In

2015, Michel Platini, then
favourite to be the new
Fifa chief, was outed as
neck deep in backhand
payments.

Write to
Socialist Worker
_ PO Box 74955
” London
E16 9EJ

Humanrights
hypocrisy

IN 2017, Fifa adopted a
Human Rights Policy.

It pledged to “go beyond
its responsibility to respect
human rights” and to take
“measures to promote the
protection of human rights.”

Its record says otherwise.

When Russia hosted the
World Cup in 2018, it had
already annexed Crimea,
overseen purges in Chechnya
and viciously suppressed
journalists, citizens and
activists.

Four years after Infantino
kissed Vladimir Putin’s cheek
and awarded him an “order
of friendship”, Russia was
kicked out of Fifa over the
invasion of Ukraine.

But this was Fifa merely
falling in line with the
hypocrisy of Western
governments. Israel has not
been expelled despite the
ongoing genocide in Gaza.

Qatar, hardly a symbol
of respect for democracy

Suleiman Obeid

and human rights, hosted
the World Cup in 2022. The
reason, as always with Fifa,
was money. An estimated
6,500 migrant workers

died in Qatar between

2011 and 2020. Many were
construction workers on
World Cup building projects.

Israel has killed at least
176 men’s football players
in the Gaza genocide.
Suleiman Obeid—the
“Palestinian Pelé”—was shot
and killed while waiting for
humanitarian aid last August.

In May this year, Infantino
made an embarrassing
attempt at peace making,
when he tried to make the
Israeli and the Palestinian
Football Association leaders
shake hands.

The Palestinian leader,
Jibril Rajoub refused, saying,
“I cannot shake the hand of
someone the Israelis have
brought to whitewash their
fascism and genocide.”

Infantino says that Fifa
“cannot solve geopolitical
problems”—but he expelled
Russia within four days of
its invasion of the Donbas in
2022. And he has attended
Trump’s Board of Peace—a
project to plunder Palestine.

The double standard
makes clear that genocide,
ethnic cleansing and war
crimes are all acceptable on
the pitch.
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Palestine Action vow to
fight ban after ruling

bz CAMILLAROYLE

THE CO-FOUNDER of Palestine
Action vowed to “fight
proscription all the way” o
Monday after the Court of
Appeal found the ban on it to be
lawful.

Huda Ammori said she would go
to the Supreme Court and European
Court of Human Rights to overturn
“one of the most extreme attacks on
free speech and the right to protest in
modern British history”.

The Labour government banned
Palestine Action, a non-violent direct
action group, under the Terrorism
Act 2000 last summer.

This February, the High Court
found the decision to ban the group
to be unlawful, in a monumental
victory for the Palestine movement.

Judges ruled that the ban was
unlawful on two grounds. Yvette
Cooper, the home secretary who
banned the group, failed to comply
with her own policy over when to
proscribe groups under the Terrorism
Act.

Disproportionate

In other words, the ban was
disproportionate as the activities
of the group didn’t meet the high
threshold needed to be classed as
terrorism.

They also said the ban breached
the rights of freedom of expression
and assembly under the European
Convention of Human Rights.

But chief justice Sue Carr upheld
the government’s appeal on Monday.
She argued “that Palestine Action
overtly promoted unlawful violence
amounting to terrorism”. The group’s
activities posed “future threats and
risks” to “third-party individuals and
property,” she said.

Since the ban was put in place,
more than 3,400 people have been
arrested simply for holding signs

PROTESS RAGED as four of the Filton 25 were sentenced for terrorsm

stating that they support Palestine
Action. Some have faced dawn raids
on their homes.

Cops continued to arrest people
even after the ban was found
unlawful and pending the outcome
of the government’s appeal.

The ban is part of the British
state’s crackdown on the Palestine
movement.

Four members of the Filton 25
group of activists last Friday were
given prison sentences ranging from
five years and eight months to eight
years and eight months.

They were convicted of criminal
damage for their actions at Israeli
weapons company Elbit Systems’
factory in Filton, near Bristol.

But a “terrorism connection” was

*Fight Farage % Resist Starmer

oin the

SWp

added to their sentences (see right).

The state’s decision to proscribe
Palestine Action came after a group
of people spray-painted two military
planes with red paint at RAF Brize
Norton.

A Palestine Action spokesperson
said at the time of the Brize Norton
action, “Despite publicly condemning
the Israeli government, Britain
continues to send military cargo, fly
spy planes over Gaza and refuel US
and Israeli fighter jets.”

Suppress

A spokesperson for campaign group
Defend Our Juries (DOJ) said on
Monday, “It appears the courts have
been instrumentalised to suppress
opposition to genocide, when they

PicTURE: GUY SMALLMAN

should be doing the precise opposite.

“We will continue to protest against
this government’s embarrassing
attempts to cover up its crimes with
mafia state intimidation tactics.”

The human rights group Cage
International said, “The proscription
of Palestine Action was never an
aberration.

“It was a reflection of the fact that
counter-terrorism laws are designed
to crush any and all dissent.”

The state is cracking down on the
Palestine movement and trying to
brand people as terrorists in an effort
to save face.

The attack on Palestine Action is a
threat to all of our democratic rights—
the whole labour movement should
support those facing repression.

DONATIESTIONTHE
SOCIALISTEWORKER
EUNDRAISERY2026

Activists
charged as
terrorists

THE PALESTINE movement
mobilised outside a south
London court against a
state-orchestrated attack on
all our democratic rights last
Friday.

Four members of the
Filton 25 group of Palestine
activists—Samuel Corner,
Charlotte Head, Ellie
Kamio and Fatema Zainab
Rajwani—were sentenced as
“terrorists” even though they
were not tried or convicted
under terror laws.

The four were sentenced
with a “terrorism connection”
after a jury convicted them of
criminal damage.

Corner, convicted of
criminal damage and
Grievous Bodily Harm, was
sentenced to eight years
and eight months. Head
and Kamio, both convicted
of criminal damage, were
sentenced to six years
each. Zainab Rajwani, also
convicted of criminal damage,
was sentenced to five years
and eight months in prison.

The group broke into the
Israeli weapons company
Elbit Systems’ factory near
Bristol, in August 2024—
long before Palestine Action
was proscribed under the
Terrorism Act 2000 (see left).

The jury was not informed
that the activists could be
sentenced as terrorists if
they were found guilty of the
charges of criminal damages.

This is unprecedented in
British history.

Outrageous

But the over 1,000 people
who had gathered outside
Woolwich court know that
the real terrorists are the
Israeli state—and their
backers in Downing Street.

One activist told Socialist
Worker, “This is a downward
trajectory. It tells the arms
trade that the government
will defend them and their
profits above all else.”

George, a trade unionist
from Unite Community,
said, “It’s a real blow to
democracy.”

Some 200 people were
arrested for holding up signs
which read, “Saving lives
is not terrorism, I support
Palestine Action.” It was
organised by Defend Our
Juries (DOJ).

A sign-holder told Socialist
Worker that this was the
third time they’d taken part
in a DOJ protest. “What we're
opposing is a threat to all our
liberties to protest. I feel a
sense of responsibility to show
up. To say that saving lives is
not terrorism and opposing
genocide is not a crime.”
Jude Mckechnie
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Anti-racist

unity takes

on far

bz TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS

ANTI-RACISTS IN the north
of Ireland showed the streets
belong to them—not the fascist
and far right thugs who went on
a rampage in the past week.

Belfast saw the biggest anti-racist
demonstration in the city’s history
with over 20,000 people on the
streets.

The mobilisation was called by
United Against Racism (UAR) in
response to racist pogroms in the
city.

The far right, including
international figures such as Elon
Musk, seized on a horrific attack in
Belfast last week.

A man, originally from Sudan,
attacked another man with a knife
last Monday.

Racists went on the rampage and
set homes and vehicles ablaze in
Belfast—and Nazi Tommy Robinson
called on his supporters to mobilise
in Britain.

On Saturday’s protest, anti-racists
chanted, “Say it loud, say it clear—
refugees are welcome here,” and,
“Who is Belfast? We are Belfast.”

Ivanka Antova, chair of UAR
Belfast, said, “This week we
witnessed something we will never
forget.

“The scenes of families and
young children fleeing their homes
in terror. We’ll never forget how
rich and powerful people used their
online platforms.

“The whole world watched
Belfast in horror—there is nothing
legitimate about racist pogroms and

There is nothing
legitimate about
racist pogroms,
racism has no
place in our city
|

right

pogroms
in Belfast

racism has no place in our city.”

Speakers included Deirdre
Hargey of republican party Sinn
Fein, Matthew O’Toole of the Social
Democratic and Labour Party and
Kate Nicholl of the liberal Alliance
Party.

Carmel Gates from the ICTU trade
union federation told the crowd on
Saturday that her message to the
far right was, “We will not stand for
you in our communities”.

Gerry Carroll is a member of
the Northern Ireland Assembly
for People Before Profit (PBP), a
socialist organisation across Ireland.

He slammed Musk and GB News
for whipping up the pogroms—and
said that the city will not tolerate
“fascist ideology”.

Meanwhile, 2,500 anti-racists
gathered at the Guildhall in Derry,
north of Ireland, on Saturday.

Anti-racist campaigner Beverly
Simpson drew loud cheers when
she declared, “We’re not going
anywhere.”

“To the few racist thugs out there,
you can’t get rid of us,” she said.
“Bring it on.”

The British state created Northern
Ireland in 1921 after resistance
forced it to give up most of its oldest
colony.

Counties
Britain made six counties in the north
of Ireland into a one-party state.

The Unionists, who ran the
sectarian statelet, declared that
it would be “a Protestant state for
Protestant people”.

Sectarian divide and rule ran
through the structures of the
state, with Catholics relegated to
third-class citizens.

In 1969 a Civil Rights movement
demanded an end to discrimination
and was met with brutal, sectarian
violence from the sectarian state’s
paramilitary police and loyalists.

When these forces couldn’t cope,
the British state—led by a Labour
government—sent troops to prop
up the statelet. British troops soon
started murdering Catholics.

The Provisional Irish Republican
Army (IRA) grew in response to this
repression.

In the 1990s, protests by ordinary
people gave the spur for the peace
process.

At the same time, the British state
saw that it could not defeat the IRA,
but nor was the IRA going to defeat
it through armed struggle.

So it pushed Unionist politicians
into accepting that there had to be
peace talks and that Sinn Fein—
the political wing of the Republican
movement—had to be part of the
process.

The process was not based on
drawing Protestants and Catholics
together, but on policing people as
part of the British state.

Today, Unionist politicians have
whipped up racism against migrants
and refugees.

Jim Allister, a Traditional Unionist
Voice (TUV) MP in the British
parliament, said, “What I want to
know, what will be done to stop
the importation of an alien culture.”

In Moygashel in County Tyrone, an
effigy of a group of refugees was put
on a bonfire last year.

The huge bonfires, adorned with
anti-Catholic slogans, are lit every
year before a series of parades on
12 July.

Assembly

The five main parties in the Stormont
assembly issued a statement that
said, “We are committed to ensuring
that violence and hatred in any form
will not be allowed to divide our
communities.

“We call for calm and for space
to allow justice to take its course.”

This included the bigots of the
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP)—
who are responsible for stoking
racism.

The DUP, which controls social
housing and benefits in Stormont,
has lobbied the Westminster
government against rights for

AROUND 20,000 people turned
out in Belfast and 2,500 in Derry
in the north of Ireland

asylum seekers. Immigration policy
is run by the Home Office in London.

The knife attack took place in
a mainly nationalist area of north
Belfast, while most of the violent
scenes took place in mainly unionist
areas.

However, the racist pogroms in
Belfast cannot be understood simply
through the prism of unionism in the
north of Ireland.

The far right has been growing
across Ireland as part of the political
polarisation we’re seeing across
Europe and North America.

Al images of the Union flag
and Irish tricolour and the slogan,
“Protestant and Catholic United
Against Invaders,” circulated across
social media.

They called on people to
assemble on the Unionist Shankill
Road and Sandy Row—and the
nationalist Ardoyne and Falls
Road.

Opposition to immigration is not
restricted to loyalist areas.

But politics in the north of Ireland
has been shifting in other ways too
with a new generation.

One wide-ranging survey from
a decade ago documented seismic
shifts over social questions, such as
abortion and LGBT+ rights, among
younger people across the sectarian
divide.

And last Saturday’s demonstration
shows the potential to mobilise the
anti-racist majority and fight for
working class unity.
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Anti-fascists outnumber
the far right on the streets

b; PAT MEUSEL and JUDE MCKECHNIE

ANTI-FASCISTS IN Britain
outnumbered the far right last
Saturday.

The far right seized on a knife
attack in Belfast, in the north
of Ireland, to stoke racism and
violence in towns and cities in
Britain.

Around 7,000 anti-racists
turned out in Glasgow to reclaim
the city’s streets after far right
thugs ran riot last Tuesday.

The fascists only managed to
muster 70—so were outnumbered
100 to one.

Rowan had shown up on the
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR)
counter-protest to show the
fascists that “this is our city”.

“I feel brilliant,” he told
Socialist Worker. “This has been a
frustrating week because I'm sick
of this happening in our city.

“We should be condemning
these racists and calling out what
they’re doing.”

Renewed

Miriam said that the anti-racist
majority has “absolutely renewed
my hope and faith in Glasgow.”

“After what happened last
Tuesday, it made it more
important to come out today and
be counted. If you stay silent,
you remain complicit,” she told
Socialist Worker.

“Im 53 now and mixed race.
My dad came across here in the
1950s, married a white woman.
That was unheard of. Times have
changed, and for the better.

“But the reporting of these
attacks are just fuelling and
inflaming the divide.”

In Brighton, a demonstration
called by the South East Patriots
and supported by the fascist Nick

SOME 7,000 people came out to oppose the far right in Glasgow

Tenconi, leader of UKIB managed
no more than 300.

They were met with a massive
counter-protest. A “Carnival
against fascism,” supported
by SUTR among many other
campaigns, organisations and
trade unions, attracted a crowd of
over 4,000.

Anti-racists succeeded in
stopping the fascists from
marching as they’d planned.

Meanwhile, in Sheffield around
100 fascists planned to march to a
hotel housing asylum seekers.

But 1,000 anti-racists were
ready for them and stopped them
from getting to it. Issy, an activist
in SUTR said, “We’re here today
to stop the Nazis getting to the
hotel.

“They’ve burnt Belfast, but we
won’t let them attack Sheffield.” It
was a similar story in Newcastle.

A demonstration called “Unite
the right” didn’t unite much of
anything.

A ragtag group of 50 far right
were met with 350 anti-racists on
a counter-protest called by SUTR.

The anti-racist majority was on
show this Saturday—but we can’t
afford to be complacent.

The far right and fascist
groups will attempt to march in
Birmingham and Hull this week.

They are feeding off the crisis
of mainstream politics and
politicians’ racist scapegoating
of migrants and racists—and
exploiting “flashpoints” to
mobilise on the streets.

Earlier this month the fascists
and far right seized on a horrific
murder in Southampton to run
riot in the city.

Building the anti-racist
movement is vital.

Educators organising against racism

SOME 200 members of the

NEU union met in London last
Saturday for the Educators
Against The Far Right conference
organised by Stand Up To Racism
(SUTR).

NEU activists spoke about
how they are getting organised
against racism and the far right.

Emma from Durham NEU said,
“When Reform UK took control
of Durham County Council, they
set their sights on LGBT+ people,
and Pride in particular.

“They’ve taken down the Pride
flag from the county hall. They
withdrew funding from Durham’s
Pride parade.

“So we stepped up, in
solidarity. Trade unions raised ten
times the funding we used to get
from Labour.

“And trade unionists were out
on Pride this year in big numbers,
with their banners,” she said.

Emma explained, “We’ve built up
a network, and we’re continuing
to build it, for whatever threat we
need to respond to next.”

NEU general secretary Daniel
Kebede told the conference, “We
have to strain every sinew in the
fight against the far right.”

“And we can’t delude ourselves
that the ideas of the far right

aren’t shared by some of our
members.

“In a poll published before
the election, there was 1
percent support for Reform UK
among NEU members. Now,
it’s 8 percent, with 2 percent
supporting Rupert Lowe’s
Restore Britain.”

Sean, from NEU Northumbria,
explained that the district
secretary of Sunderland NEU for
a long time was Howard Brown, a
current Reform UK councillor and
former Ukip member.

“But as of 1 September, he’ll
no longer be district secretary of
Sunderland NEU. That’s down to
the efforts of SUTR activists in
the NEU,” said Sean.

“Rank and file NEU members
made sure that he lost his
re-election bid.”

See socialistworker.co.uk for a
full report

WHAT WE THINK

WIN, LOSE OR DRAW-—
STARMER FACES DEFEAT

HICHEVER WAY the Makerfield by-election
goes this week, Keir Starmer will lose.
Greater Manchester mayor Andy
Burnham is using the election in the north
west constituency in a bid to get back into
parliament. He has now made clear that he will challenge the prime
minister for the leadership of the Labour party if he wins the seat.

On the other hand, a victory for the racists of Reform UK would
also be a setback for Starmer’s Labour.

Anti-racists have been on the streets in Makerfield every week
campaigning against far right Reform UK and its rightwards split,
Restore Britain.

We know where the racism of these parties will lead. Last week,
crowds of people torched cars and houses in a pogrom in Belfast, in
the north of Ireland. Afterwards, Farage claimed they were right to
be worried about migration and denied they were far right.

“The vast majority of those people who were out on the streets
in Belfast were not far right,” he said.“They were not extremists—
just really scared about what’s going on in their communities and
about the lack of government action.”

Happily, the huge demonstrations in the north of Ireland over
the weekend show that anti-racists are in the majority. We can fight
them back on the streets and at the ballot box.

The crucial task in Makerfield is to label Reform UK and Restore
Britain as racists and to stop the far right gaining the seat.

But we shouldn’t think a win for Burnham will stop their rise. He
has bent to the right during the election campaign. He backs home
secretary Shabana Mahmood’s plans to clamp down on immigration.
And he has thrown trans+ people under the bus by supporting
transphobic EHRC guidance on which services they can use.

Break

Burnham will not break with Labour’s self-imposed “fiscal rules”
that commit it to austerity. He will continue with Starmer’s toxic
combination of failure to address the cost of living crisis and an
attempt to out-Reform Reform UK. This can only fuel the growth of
the far right.

Many voters recognise this. Recent polls show Burnham’s support
dropping. And that half of voters think that he is no different to
Starmer.

The prime minister is a dead man walking.And the vultures are
circling. Defence secretary John Healey and armed forces minister
Al Carns both resigned last week in a row over defence spending.

Labour is already committed to raising defence spending to
3.5 percent of GDP by 2035. Britain is now the world’s third biggest
nuclear spender, ahead of Russia and behind only the US and China.

Yet still the right wing of Labour wants Starmer to spend even
more on warfare. But where is the organised left? It is positive that
the Unison union is planning to ballot local government and school
support workers next month. And that UCU members in further
and higher education backed a call for strikes at their congress last
month.

But the resident doctors—formerly junior doctors—of the
BMA union have called off their planned strikes this week for pay
restoration. Resident doctors are right to be angry with the union’s
leadership for pulling action over a poor offer. The cost of living
crisis is set to deepen and Labour has no solutions. We will need a
much bigger fightback from the union movement. Push for strikes
this autumn.

Keep up with the news and get our morning
newsletter in your inbox everyday...

BREAKFAST

17 June 2026
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Trumprides a bubble
that’s set to burst

DONALD TRUMP'S second presidency is shaping up to be an
even bigger car crash than his first. His fragile peace deal with
Iran is an acceptance of defeat. The war has pushed inflation
up and Trump’s approval numbers down. The Ice anti-migrant
terror was blunted by resistance in Minneapolis.

And yet, the US ruling class, which shunned Trump
after the 6 January 2021 far right assault on the Capitol in
Washington, shows no sign of getting restive.

The fundamental reason for this is the continual rise in the
stock markets that is making corporate bosses even richer.

Trump is very aware of this. He has timed his endless,
premature announcements of peace in the Gulf to keep share
prices rising. The same will happen this week, until the next
blip caused by Israel’s sabotage.

But Trump is benefitting from a much larger process—
the giant financial bubble that has been inflating in the US
economy around artificial intelligence (AI). This isn’t just a
mirage.

Leading Big Tech companies (the “hyperscalers”) have been
investing phenomenal amounts of money in Al hardware—for
example, the data centres required to feed the different Al
algorithms under development.

It’'s symptomatic of the changes in productive capital that
the share price of Nvidia, which manufactures advanced
semiconductors, has sailed far ahead of those of the other
Magnificent Seven tech giants. But—like the railway mania in
Britain in the mid-19th century and the dotcom boom of the
1990s—this is a bubble. In other words, the expected profits
on Al won'’t arrive, irrespective of the eventual economic
benefits it produces.

The Marxist economist Michael Roberts writes, “If the
hyperscalers need to generate, say, a 10 percent return on
investment, they would have to find an additional $2-5 trillion
in revenue a year. That’s a tall order for a group of companies
that generates revenues of just $1.5 trillion per year. The
other option is that the planned investment in data centres,
computer chips and other areas never materialises.” Given
that the US economy is now being driven by tech investment,
the latter outcome would probably mean a recession.

The launch of Elon Musk’s SpaceX last week on the US
stock market is the latest sign of this bubble. Musk’s ascent to
the paper status of the world’s first trillionaire was hyped to
the skies by supposedly respectable institutions such as the
BBC and the Financial Times newspaper.

Investors

The left-liberal economist Paul Krugman cut through the
boosterism. “His wealth has historically rested mainly on
self-fulfilling faith—investors believing in Musk’s genius have
piled into stocks in Musk-controlled companies, and the rising
value of these companies has enhanced his reputation for
genius.

“We have a term for enterprises that look successful
because they keep drawing in new investors and keep drawing
in new investors because they look successful. They're called
Ponzi schemes. And Musk is basically a human Ponzi scheme.”

The Financial Times’s top market expert, Robert Armstrong,
concedes “two related concerns” about the SpaceX launch.
“One is that it was a massive fix by the finance industry,
motivated by a mad grab for fees. The other is that putting
a $1.75 trillion valuation on a cash-burning company in
industries that are somehow both speculative and incredibly
competitive is plain” irrational.

The banks, headed by Goldman Sachs, that managed the
launch made $500 million in fees. Some stock exchanges,
notably Nasdaq, changed their rules to rush SpaceX onto their
indexes.

This will keep its shares rising because “passive investors,”
such as giant asset managers like BlackRock, must buy into
companies that are on the index. New technology, old scams.
There’s nothing here that would have surprised Karl Marx,
who analysed many stock-exchange fixes in his time.

Trump is as much a beneficiary of this process as Musk and
Goldman Sachs. The economic optimism generated by the Al
bubble has allowed him to ride out the scandals created by his
own family’s profiteering and by his political failures, above
all in the Middle East.

The other side to this is that, when the bubble bursts, he
will become much more vulnerable.
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THE MURDER of Henry
Nowak is a tragedy that
deserves serious
discussion about public
safety and the
effectiveness of policing
under the capitalist state.

Instead, far right
figures like Tommy
Robinson and Nigel
Farage have sought to
exploit this loss to spread
division and
anti-immigrant racism.

Fascists mobilising on
the streets of
Southampton should
concern everyone.

The far right does not
target one group alone. It
seeks to divide working

Choices in
Makerfield

I AGREE with Socialist
Worker on its coverage of
the Labour Party.

Neither Keir Starmer,
Wes Streeting or Andy
Burnham offer an
acceptable alternative to the
growth of the far right or a
way out of economic crisis.

We must unite all the
left forces in Britain with
the potential strength of
the trade union movement.
We must unite in the street
and in workplaces against
racism and for a genuine
improvement of the lives of
ordinary people.

However, we have a
problem in the Makerfield
by-election. Who do people
who oppose Reform UK and
Restore Britain vote for?

The Greens are not
effectively campaigning
in the constituency and
there is no other viable left
alternative.

The far right are
exploiting a murder and
attempted murder in
Southampton and Belfast
to stoke up further racism
and division. Nigel Farage
is trying to use this to win
votes in the Makerfield
by-election.

Most people in
Makerfield looking to
oppose Farage and the far
right will, with reluctance,
vote Labour because they
have no alternative.

It would not be wrong
for them to do so.

Bob Fotheringham
Glasgow

class people along racial
and religious lines while
offering no solutions to
social problems.

Rather than allowing
grief to be weaponised
into hatred, we need to
stand together in
solidarity and reject
attempts to scapegoat
migrants and minorities.

Tradition

A united anti-racist
movement with strong
South Asian participation
is essential not only for
protecting vulnerable
communities, but for
challenging the politics of
fear and division.

This tradition of unity
has deep roots. In the
1970s and 1980s, South
Asian communities across
Britain—Indian,
Pakistani, Bangladeshi
and Sri Lankan alike—
came together under a
shared political identity
of “Black” in struggle.

Organisations like the
Southall Youth Movement
emerged in response to
attacks by the National
Front and other far right
groups, mobilising in
defence of migrants and
workers.

The death of anti-racist
teacher Blair Peach during
protests against the

Asians must build
tI-racist movement

National Front became a
symbol of this struggle.

The South Asian
community must
recognise our collective
potential to organise. We
should be proud of our
shared history of uniting
against fascism and
racism and be vigilant to
build on this.

The successes of
Britain’s Asian Youth
Movements can and must
be repeated today.

Where racists take to
the streets and organise,
we must be ready and
out-organise them.

Zoya and Anupreet
Leicester and Leeds
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We must resist the far
right’s lies about Sikhs

FASCISTS, THE far right
and the mainstream right
have linked the tragic
killing of Henry Nowak to
his killer’s Sikh religion.

The judge in the case
referred to the knife used
by Vickrum Digwa in the
attack as “a large Sikh
dagger”.

But Britain’s Sikh
Federation has clearly
stated that the knife
shown in the Crown
Prosecution Service’s
(CPS) official photo of the
murder weapon is not a
kirpan—a blade carried
by practicing Sikhs as an
article of their faith.

They have criticised the
CPS for not highlighting

this and how it has
resulted in the
“demonisation” of the
Sikh community.

Dabinderjit Singh, one
of the leaders of the Sikh
Federation, has said that
these lies have been
“highly damaging” to
Sikhs in Britain.

Digwa had gathered a
collection of knives and
other weaponry—this has
nothing to do with his
religion or race.

White people must
resist these lies and build
the biggest, broadest
anti-racist movement to
counter the right’s lies.

Mike Killian
Manchester

Fight EHRC
guidance

AS A trans woman | was
very happy to hear that
Hampstead Heath had
opened its pools to trans
people despite the criminal
EHRC “guidance’.

My partner and | can’t
go swimming together
in our local pool. We
are barred from sharing
changing facilities—a
decision that we will be
fighting over the coming
months.

The “guidance” bars all
trans+ people from most
sports. It is a wedge issue,
that will lead to attacks on
all women’s rights if they
can get away with.

Megan Povey
Huddersfield

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS
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South Africans
are organising

to fight back as | "

xenophobic
attacks spread

Mobs have taken to the streets to
hunt for migrants. But anti-racists
are fighting back, writes Camilla

Royle

ACTIVISTS IN South Africa are
organising against a wave of
xenophobic attacks as the clock
ticks down towards 30 June.
That's the date by which
anti-migrant mobs have said
they want all “illegal” migrants
to leave the country.

Migrants are living in fear as
groups of protesters, armed with
wooden clubs and whips, have taken
to the streets.

The violence is directed almost
exclusively towards other black
Africans. Mobs are said to have
killed five people from Mozambique
and one South African.

General Alfred Moyo, an
organiser of Kopanang Africa
Against Xenophobia (KAAX), told
Socialist Worker, “It’s not just
individuals spreading violence.
They are organised and we think
they are well-resourced and pushed
by someone.”

Emergency

At least five African countries have
repatriated their citizens from
South Africa.

The wave of xenophobic
violence can’t be explained without
understanding the social emergency
in South Africa.

Unemployment has reached a
staggering 32 percent. South Africa
regularly tops the list of the most
unequal countries in the world.

But violent mobs targeting

The xenophobic
violence cannot be
explained without
understanding the

social emergency
|

Migrants queue to return to Malawi
after fleeing the city of Durban

migrants are not an inevitable
consequence of poverty. They
are organised and incited by
influential individuals.

One of the main organisations
is March and March, led by radio
presenter Jacinta Ngobese-Zuma.
Echoing the language of the far
right across the world, she said,
“South Africans have become
refugees in their own country.”

Many South African activists also
suspect that the MK Party, led by
former president Jacob Zuma, is
behind the movement.

But the ANC-led government has
also played a disgraceful role in
driving hostility to migration.

President Cyril Ramaphosa
described protesters’ concerns as
“legitimate” in a recent speech.

General said the government is
“complicit” in the attacks and has
done little to stem the violence. He
added, “Law enforcement officers
are assisting vigilante groups.”

But South Africans are organising
to drive back the attacks. Last
Tuesday, an organising meeting
brought together hundreds of
activists.

They are planning protests in
the run-up to 30 June, as well as
discussing how to broaden the
movement.

General said, “We are busy
organising to show that it’s not all
South Africans who are xenophobic.”
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ACTIVISTS ARE organlsmg protests to showthat onIy a mmorlty of South Africans are xenophobic

Albanians rage at US-backed land grab

bz TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS

THE “FLAMINGO Revolution” in
Albania is still in full swing.

People had taken to the streets
for 15 consecutive days—as of
Monday—against an ecocidal
land grab by Donald Trump’s
son-in-law and daughter.

Jared Kushner and Ivanka
Trump want to turn the
coastal area of Zvérnec into a
playground for the super-rich.

They would destroy
the Vjosa-Narta Protected
Landscape.

The flamingo, one of the
birds endangered by the
Kushner-Trump development,
has become a symbol of the
“Flamingo Revolution”.

The prime minister, Edi Rama
of the Labour-like Socialist Party,
is a slavish supporter of the US
and Israel.

Albina Ruko, a supporter of
the left wing Lévizja Bashkeé
(Together Movement) spoke
to Socialist Worker about the
movement.

“The protest began as a
reaction against the sale of the
protected area of Narta-Zvérnec,
a region with rich biodiversity.

“It is home to numerous bird
species, diverse wildlife, and
serves as an important natural
habitat for flamingos.

‘Albania does not have land

Protesters in Albania’s capital, Tirana, are also angry at the cost of living crisis

to give away, nor is it anyone’s
colony where public lands can be
sold in the name of development.
“The protest has no central
organisers. It is an open call
that has spread through social
media and has been embraced
by citizens from all walks of life,”
she said.

Spread
“The demonstrations are now
beginning to spread throughout
Albania. However, in Tirana,
the capital, the protests have
been particularly large and
are currently in their fifth
consecutive day.

“Public dissatisfaction with the
government has been building
for a long time. The government

has been selling public lands for
years, and this latest decision
was the final straw,” she said.

“However, the anger is not
limited to this issue alone. Many
people are also frustrated by the
rising cost of living, which has
become increasingly expensive
and difficult for ordinary citizens
to afford.”

Albina explained that
the “main demands of the
protesters” are the fall of the
Rama government and repeal
of laws that favour the rich and
corporations.

This includes repeal of the Law
on Strategic Investments, which
makes it easier for corporations
to grab land and resources in
Albania.
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SOWETO SCHOOLS’ UPRISING 1976

PROTEST WAS
BEGINNING OF
THE END FOR
APARTHEID

YOUNG PEOPLE in Soweto defiantly on the

march in June 1976 against the Apartheid
South African government’s plan for

schools to teach in Afrikaans

Rulers of South Africa’s Apartheid state thought they had
the country’s black majority under strict control. But in
1976, school children taught them a lesson. Camilla Royle
describes the struggle and talks to a key veteran

N 16 June 1976,
thousands of children
and teenagers marched
in defiance of South
Africa’s Apartheid
regime. The school stu-
dents’ uprising marked a turning
point in the struggle for liberation.

For the first time in years, it gave
people a sense that the state could be
beaten.

The vicious system of racial
segregation gave white people rights
and power denied to those it deemed
“non-white.” Apartheid was maintained
by a heavily militarised state, rigged
laws and courts—all in the interest of
profits for South Africa’s ruling class.

The immediate trigger for the
protests was the tightening of laws
that demanded that lessons for black
students be taught in the language used
by whites—Afrikaans.

South Africa in the 1970s was an
industrialising country. Its mines and
factories were kept running by the
exploitation of black workers, typically
paid a quarter of the rate of white
workers in the same industry.

The Soweto township, ten miles from
South Africa’s largest city, Johannesburg,
was home to around a million black
people.

Less than a quarter of their homes had
electricity and only half had running
water. The rate of unemployment was
around 54 percent. Those who did work
made the arduous journey to the city
each day, where laws required them
to carry documents to demonstrate

their right to be there. Education was
organised along racist lines. Hendrik
Verwoerd, South Africa’s former prime
minister, asked, “What is the use of
teaching the Bantu (black African) child

Apartheid leaders
assumed that young
black people were not
capable of rising up
I

SOUTH AFRICA'S racist pass laws restricted black people to certain areas

mathematics when it cannot use it in
practice?”

Education was designed to prepare
students to meet the needs of white soci-
ety, including its need for workers who
could speak Afrikaans.

The rebellion on 16 June caught South
Africans by surprise. In the press it was
dismissed as a riot. Apartheid leaders
assumed that young black people were
capable of little more than spontaneous
acts of anger.

But the movement came out of years of
political organising. Increasingly popular
was the Black Consciousness Movement,
led by Steve Biko. It promoted ideas of
black pride and leadership.

In 1973, there was a huge and successful
strike by black workers in Durban. And,

Hendrik Verwoerd,
South African prime
minister from 1958

t0 1966 (top) Key
Black Consciousness
Movement leader
Steve Biko. He was
murdered by the state
in 1977 (above)

the wave of anti-colonial struggles across
Africa in the 1960s further instilled confi-
dence among black South Africans.

In 1969, radical students organised
the South African Students’ Organisation
(Saso) in the universities and the South
African Students’ Movement (SASM) in
schools.

Protests in schools built up from
the start of the 1976 school year in
mid-January. By mid-May, protests
escalated. Students at Phefeni Junior
Secondary school started boycotting
classes. Some 1,600 students joined the
action in solidarity.

The protest of 16 June was organised
at a meeting of student representatives
from all over Soweto at a community
centre the weekend previous.

The movements’ leaders included
Seth Mazibuko, then aged 16, and
19year old Tsietsi Mashinini.

Girls and young women also played
a central role. Speaking to Socialist
Worker in 2016, Thabisa—a student
who took part in the uprising—said, “In
the morning of 16 June I was a child of
13, in the evening I was an adult. By the
end of the month, I was an activist and
a comrade.”

On the day, the protest was met
with brutal violence as cops opened
fire on the march, killing 176 people,
overwhelmingly children.

Photojournalist Sam Nzima’s picture
of dying 12 year old Hector Pieterson
being carried in the arms of Mbuyisa
Makhubo was burned into the retinas of
people around the world.

Soweto protesters fought back,
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hurling rocks at the cops. And the
movement spread all over the country,
to other Johannesburg townships and to
other cities.

By July, the state was forced to
abandon the Afrikaans teaching policy
that had triggered the protests.

But this didn’t stifle demands
for liberation. Instead, the Soweto
school uprising grew to become an
anti-Apartheid movement on a scale that
had not been seen since the Sharpeville
massacre of 1960.

Parents had objected to the state’s
policy on Afrikaans, but many feared to
act. Now they met with students to show
their solidarity.

Absent

SASM understood the power of workers
to withdraw their labour. They appealed
to parents and other workers to walk out
of their workplaces.

On 4 August 20,000 workers and
students marched along the Soweto
Highway. This was followed by a
three-day strike starting on 23 August.

At least 75 percent of Johannesburg’s
black workforce were absent from work
on that day, the largest strike in the city
since the 1960s.

But fights broke out between young
people and workers living in hostels.
Students initially viewed the hos-
tel-dwellers as strike breakers and
confronted them. They responded by
violently attacking the young people.

But SASM attempted to reach out to
the hostel dwellers, issuing a pamphlet
that recognised the shared grievances

of both groups. This drew some of
the workers into the movement and
strengthened the strikes.

In the years after, many of the
young activists from Soweto continued
to be involved in organising against
Apartheid. Many of them joined the
militant trade union movement.

Through the 1980s, mass strikes and
township uprisings formed a force that
would end apartheid.

‘We realised that
educationitselfis
not going to help us.
There’s nowaya
systemintended for
oppression will
prepareustobeina
free society’

Oupa Ngwenya

OUPA NGWENYA is a writer and
activist who was a school student
in Soweto during the 1976 student
uprisings. He spoke to Socialist
Worker about the protest that

changed South Africa forever.

“In 1976 I was a 19 year old
student enrolled at a boarding

OUPA NGWENYA was
a school pupil in the
revolt of 1976. Today

he is fiercely critical of

the ANC government
that came to power
after Apartheid was
overthrown in 1994

school in KwaZulu-Natal. But I was
expelled within a week.

Had I not been expelled, I would
have been at a boarding school and
not known what the protesters were on
about. Instead, I was in the thick of it.

I enrolled at Naledi High School,
one of the schools that was key in the
student uprising in 1976.

By 1976, Black Consciousness
was sweeping the country. Whether
Afrikaans was enforced or not,
something else would have triggered
us to react in the manner we did.

We were young. But we were firm in
what we wanted and what we did not
want. The protest on 16 June started
like any other day. If the regime had
reacted in a manner that says, “these
are children, they have legitimate
grievances,” it probably would have
ended innocently that day.

But you know how repressive
regimes behave. Their first concern
is the international community. They
don’t look at the legitimacy of the
grievances before them.

Their natural reaction is to apply
maximum suppression. But the boiling
steam of this pot was not going to be
moderated by any amount of pressure.

The degree of organisation and
spontaneous solidarity action from the
rest of the country shows that whatever
Soweto was feeling was nationally felt.

Fear had engulfed the country.
People were banned (a form of
enforced political isolation). The
leaders of the ANC—the African
National Congress—were in exile.

Weapon

I think the regime at that time believed
they had it together. It was time to
enforce what they thought was the
ultimate cultural weapon via language.

And that’s when all things fell
apart. With the explosion of 1976,
the liberation movement in exile was
rejuvenated.

As soon as the ANC realised the
protests had momentum, they then
began to claim that they were behind
them. They would say “It’s us, we're
operating from underground.”

For us, that was not a big deal
because the reason for us to struggle
was connected to the reasons those
people were in exile. We thought it
was our responsibility to make sure
the conditions were there for them to
return to a country that is free.

We realised that the system of
education itself is not going to help us.
There is no way a system intended for
oppression will prepare us to be in an
open society that is free of oppression.

So more and more we realised there
is no turning back. We took the struggle
from the classroom into the streets. We
decided to march into town.

We realised the issues we’re dealing

Militarised South African cops
arrested, killed and maimed children

with had gone beyond education and
language instruction. It was now a
liberation movement of ourselves.

We had what was called a consumer
boycott, we stopped buying things
from town. And then a stayaway (a
stay-at-home strike) was organised.

The reaction of the regime was to try
to pit the students against the workers.
You find the non-striking workers were
being set against the students.

You had what was called township
dwellers versus hostel dwellers.
Regimes always revert to divide and
rule when the oppressed rise.

Destroyed

We destroyed the beer halls. Alcohol
was then seen as a way of deadening
the workers’ senses. Anything that
became a symbol of the regime or
apartheid we actively destroyed.

We didn’t burn clinics. We didn’t
burn libraries. We burned what
we thought were harmful to the
consciousness of the people.

Then the schools were closed by
the regime. In 1977, they reopened
them with conditions for pupils’
re-application.

I was one of those who was refused
re-admission because we were labelled
as undesirable elements.

Some of us then completed our
final year of high school through
correspondence with the University
College of London.

We had no teachers in front of us.
We studied ourselves. So, you see
the kind of students we were. We
were not opposed to education. We
were opposed to an education that is
preparing us to assume a subordinate
role in society.

My assessment today is that the
ANC was never a liberation movement.
If it was, I don’t think it would have
conducted itself in the manner it did
when it came to office in 1994.

In my understanding, it was
merely trying to find a space within
the system. Liberation would have
meant sweeping the system clean and
instating a new system.

Now Donald Trump believes there
is a white genocide in South Africa.
On the basis of that belief, he has
prioritised Afrikaners for refugee status
in the US, signing an executive order.

In South Africa, where there isn’t
a genocide, there’s said to be a white
genocide. In Palestine, where there is a
genocide, it’s being denied.

I think the most frustrating thing is
how could people struggle so much, give
so much, and yet their sacrifices were
not matched by qualitative difference.

The system that we were opposing
then is now being continued by us.”

17 June 2026
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EVOLUTIONARY
socialist and jour-
nalist Hossam
el-Hamalawy was
a leading voice
of the Egyptian
Revolution of 2011.

Millions of people
overthrew the
Western-backed dictator-
ship of Hosni Mubarak as
part of a wave of revolt
across the Middle East and
North Africa.

That inspiring revolution
was based on mass
mobilisations and mass
strikes of workers. It had the
potential to go further than
replacing Mubarak, opening
the door to a push for
socialism from below based
on workers’ democracy.

But it was directed into
“safe” reformist directions.

The Muslim Brotherhood
was a mass organisation
with a million members, but
it was riven with political
and class contradictions.
Its supporters were on the
front lines of the revolution
in the streets and in strikes.

But while the Brotherhood
expressed people’s anger, it
channelled it in a reformist
direction during the
revolution.

Mohamed Morsi of the
Muslim Brotherhood was
elected president in 2012 in
the first free elections. He
brought about some minor
reforms, but did not meet
the demands of a risen
population.

The military would have
been happy if Morsi had
diffused the streets and
workplaces.

When he couldn’t, General
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and the
armed forces looked to a
coup. They overthrew Morsi,
massacred people and
installed Sisi as president
in arigged election.

But the counter-revolu-
tionary regime Sisi built
was not simply a return to
the days of Mubarak.

TTE: What are the main
differences between the
Mubarak and Sisi regimes?
HH: There are two main
differences. One is how the
state handles civil society.
I mean civil society in the
broader sense—not just NGOs
but the parliament, the trade
unions, the political parties
and these kinds of institutions.
So, the first difference is
that the Mubarak regime
outsourced the policing of

There is no civil
society. Sisi has
eradicated all
forms of

dissent
[

EGYPTIAN revolutionary Hossam
el-Hamalawy (top) Dictator Hosni
Mubarak (above)

society to civilian institutions,
before the repressive

state apparatus would be
called in to intervene.

For example, say there
are atrocities happening in
Palestine and Mubarak fears
that this might trigger riots.

He used to turn a blind eye
to the Muslim Brotherhood,
which would mobilise
protests. These protests
would never leave university
campuses or the premises of
the professional syndicates
(like trade unions).

They would not take to
the streets. They would never
chant against Mubarak and
would only focus on the US
and Israel—and this would
diffuse dissent before Mubarak
had to send in the Central
Security Forces (CSF).

If industrial action was
flaring up, Mubarak had
the state-backed General
Federation of Trade Unions.
This was a bureaucratic
structure similar to what
existed in the former Soviet
Union and Eastern Bloc.

But these security-friendly
bureaucrats were community
leaders and Mubarak
would depend on them to
police the workplace.

At the same time, he would
try to strike deals with the left
wing Al-Tagammu party or the
Egyptian Communist Party.
He would give them seats in
the parliament in exchange
for refusing industrial action
before he would send in CSF.

And there was something
called the ruling National
Democratic Party (NDP).

It existed in every
neighbourhood in Egypt.

It was not ideological, but

it included heavyweights

and community leaders

who Mubarak would

depend on to act as a
conflict-resolution mechanism.

Say I have a problem in my
neighbourhood. Before I go
and set myself on fire or attack
the police, I will go to the

EGYPTIAN WOMEN in the Arab Spring of 2011

THELEGACY OF
REVOLUTIONIN
EL-SISI'S EGYPT

Hossam el-Hamalawy spoke to Tomas Tengely-Evans about
his new book, Counter-Revolution in Egypt: Sisi’'s New
Republic
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local NDP guy. In exchange
for a bribe, this NDP guy
would mediate, before the
police have to be sent in.

This authoritarian
formula allowed Mubarak
to rule for three decades.
But Sisi and the other
generals who led the coup
saw it as one of the main
reasons for the “catastrophe
of 2011”—the revolution.

So Sisi destroyed the
civil society and enforced
direct state rule over society
without any buffer.

The second main
difference between the
two is that Sisi unified
the security sector.

TTE: What does this
change look like?

HH: Our security sector was
composed of the military,
the police and the General
Intelligence Service. These
were created following the
Free Officers’ Coup in 1952.
They were fragmented with
overlapping mandates—
competing with one another.

This is a coup-proofing
tactic, where only one
ruler has the bird’s-eye
view of the situation. But,
since the main perceived
threat is not a military
force but a popular
uprising, Sisi has unified
this apparatus under the
leadership of the military.

This apparatus has been
cannibalising the rest of
the state organs. If you
can look at the official
Facebook page of the
presidency spokesperson,
you will understand
how the state works.

One post would say
President Sisi had a meeting
to discuss educational policy
in Egypt. In the picture, he’s
sitting with the education
minister on his left, on his
right is the director of the
Egyptian Military Academy.

Then, you know, it
is the Egyptian Military
Academy that’s in
charge of education.

TTE: How do people
experience this
militarisation on a
day-to-day basis?
HH: Every applicant
for a public service job
in Egypt is vetted by
the military academy—
whether a teacher,
mosque imam, railway
engineer or diplomat.
After applying for a job,
you get sent for ideological
indoctrination. You go to a
boot camp for six months
at the Egyptian Military
Academy. You also receive
classes on conspiracies to
bring down the state.
After these six months,
the military decides
whether you can be a
teacher or an imam.
This is just one example,
but it touches everyone
at this point in time.
If you go to a
supermarket, it is highly

likely that most of the
things you buy come from
the military economy.

Our military has eaten up
chunks of the economy,
starting from the honey or
the vegetables you buy.

The military owns
companies, sometimes to
the dismay of some sections
of big capital in Egypt that
feel threatened because
the military is exempt
from taxes and tariffs
and has cheap labour.

On occasions after 2013,
the military tried to take
over by force some of
the big businesses. They
succeeded with some. But
in other cases, businesses
refused to give up their
factories. They got arrested
on terror charges.

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
had actually been calling
on the government to
take the military out of
the economy because it’s
“manipulating market
forces”. But this criticism
has been muted since the
war on Gaza—everyone
just wants to bail out the
regime because they cannot
afford more instability.

TTE: The regime is
more brutal, but it’s
more brittle if there
is no civil society. It
must be harder for such
a regime to sustain
itself indefinitely?
HH: There is no civil
society—Mubarak used
to manage dissent,

Sisi eradicated any
form of dissent.

I was tortured under
Mubarak, but the kind
of torture I received was
not the same as what the
Islamists got. If you were
a blogger, you would be
treated differently from
a Muslim Brotherhood
organiser, for example.
Under Sisi, we are all the
same level of threat.

But what gives us hope,
as Marxists, is that this
is a toxic formula which
is not sustainable.

When Sisi assumed
office officially in 2014,
Egypt’s external debt was
$41 billion. Today, it is
roughly $163 billion.

More than 60 percent
of the government budget
at this point is going
towards debt service—so
not even paying the debt,
just the interest on debt.

This is not economically
sustainable and the regime
is living off bailouts. During
the first three months of
2024, the regime received
more than $50 billion from
the Gulf States, the EU, the
IMF and what have you.

The regime is selling
assets, such as prime
real estate locations.

TTE: How long can
the regime last?
HH: First, if these bailouts

Protesters against Sisi’s regime
in London (above) Sisi’s military
(right)

Come to the
booklaunch at
Marxism Festival

The four-day political
festival, hosted by the
Socialist Workers Party,
takes place from 2-5 July
in east London.

Hossam is a member
of the Revolutionary
Socialists. Subscribe to
his Substack at substack.
com/@3arabawy

Hossam'’s book
is available from
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Tickets to
Marxism
can be
found here

stop at any point, the regime
is not going to last—you
could even be talking days.

In October 2010, I wrote
a post called, Something
In The Air, that said Egypt
is heading for revolution.

At the time, I was part of a
movement that had roots on
the ground, I could tell you
what the pulse was like.

But Sisi burned our roots.
So, I could be speaking to you
in London and a corpse could
come out of some Egyptian
police station, spark a riot and
snowball into an uprising.

Maybe industrial action
happens somewhere in the
Nile Delta and someone gets
beaten up by CSF and it
spreads as I'm talking to you.

It's very difficult to give
you accurate estimates like
itwas in 2010. But what is
definitely assured is that it’s
not a sustainable situation.

TTE: Does the state worry
that people lower down

in the military and police
would break if there were
a popular uprising?

HH: Exactly! The majority
of the military and police—
which is highly militarised—
are conscripted and that’s
why there is hope.

If these guys were
not conscripts, then it’s
a hopeless situation.

But this means that when
things explode, they will
always be in a position
where they have to think,
“Do we open fire or not?”

TTE: What can people

in Britain do to

show solidarity?

HH: People in the Global
North—in London, Berlin
or Washington—have

so much power because
their governments sponsor
the Egyptian regime.

Small solidarity actions
can sometimes reverberate
and you can punch above
your weight. I've seen many
comrades get released
because of small protests
outside the Egyptian embassy.

You have different forms
of “bourgeois democracy”.
Your elected officials are still
susceptible to pressure. So
put pressure on your own
government to cut military
aid, to stop collaborating
with the Egyptian regime.

And, if you get active
over any local issue here
in Britain, you’re helping
the Egyptian cause.

The capitalist system
is a global system—if you
weaken it anywhere, that’s
a victory for all of us.

If you manage to stop the
far right in Britain, that’s a
victory for the Egyptians. If
you win a strike over rubbish
collection in Britain, you’re
helping the Egyptian cause.

The victories and defeats
always spread like the domino
effect, no matter how small
they are. Especially in the age
that we live in, the age of the
internet, people can quickly
see, “They did it! I can do it.”
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STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
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councils of workers’ delegates and
aworkers’militia.

At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
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We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.

We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russiathe result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.

We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.

We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

To achieve socialism the most

militant sections of the working

class have to be organised into a

revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be

built by activity in the mass
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BERTOLT BRECHT’S Mother
Courage and Her Children was
written in 1939, as Europe moved
toward the Second World War.

Although the play is set during
the Thirty Years’ War in the 1600s,
its real target is modern capitalism,
militarism and the way people are
forced to survive.

Brecht explores a central
contradiction—Mother Courage
depends on war for her
livelihood, but that same war destroys
everything she loves.

Brecht did not want theatre to
be a place where audiences cried,
identified with characters and then
left unchanged.

His theory of “dialectical theatre”
was designed to make the audience
think critically.

Instead of presenting suffering as
natural or eternal, Brecht wanted
to show that human behaviour is
shaped by historical and economic
conditions. More importantly, he
wanted to show that these conditions
can be changed.

Mother Courage travels through
the war selling goods to soldiers. She
is not a general, a ruler, or a rich war
profiteer. Yet she is still part of the
war economy

This is what makes the play so pow-
erful—Brecht does not present her as
good or evil. She suffers from war, but
she also tries to make money from it.
She is both a victim and a participant.

This contradiction is at the heart of
Brecht’s Marxist vision. Marx argued
that people’s lives and choices are
shaped by material conditions—class,
labour, ownership and economic

BOOKS

How home, loss and re

bz KATHRYN GARDYNE

IN HIS third novel John of John,
Douglas Stuart has shifted from his
usual scenery of urban Glasgow.
He opts for a narrative set on the
Isle of Harris and draws on the
experiences of island life.

The story focuses on the
relationship between father
and son, John and Cal. After
graduating from art school in
Edinburgh with no job prospects,
Cal is called home to the island by
his father.

Throughout the novel Cal is
pictured as being in a liminal
space.

He balances on a fine line in
every aspect of his life—between
the mainland and the Hebrides,
between Gaelic and English,
between his foul-mouthed
grandmother and his God-fearing

er Courage pL
Ugh love, loss a

)

Ng her cart
dwar zones

MICHELLE TERRY as Mother Courage at London’s Globe Theatre

survival. Mother Courage does not
choose freely in a moral vacuum.

If she wants to survive, she must
trade with the armies. But the more
she ties her survival to war, the more
she helps maintain the system that
destroys her family.

Each of her children is lost to the

The system
defines virtue
according to its

own interests
|

father. John is a stoic and hard-
working crofter—a type of small
scale farmer—and
weaver. He is unable
to understand his son.
This causes tension,
expressed through
Gaelic, silence and
violence.

Desire

John finds himself
with no freedom on
the island. He is bound
to the church with its
constant criticising eyes,
unable to be with the one

he loves and under threat of losing
the croft he has worked his whole
life. Yet, unlike his son, he has no
desire to leave.

The father and son are so
separate, through their religion,
experiences, education and
personalities. Despite this, John

war. Through their deaths, Brecht
shows the contradictions of a society
ruled by war. The same actions can
be called heroic or criminal. Morality
is shaped by historical circumstances.

Conflict

Brecht shows that morality under cap-
italism and war is often hypocritical.
The system defines “virtue” according
to its own interests.

Mother Courage is full of
contradictions. When her son is
captured, she bargains too long over
the price of saving him. Her desire to
protect her money conflicts with her
desire to save her son.

Brecht asks us to examine the
social conditions that produce such
behaviour.

Poverty forces people into cruel
calculations. Capitalism turns love

craves intimacy and tenderness
with his son. But he has
no way of expressing
this under the hyper-
masculine role he thinks
he must play.

Stuart has
commented that this
story reflects how
religion informs a
community.

The community
is collectively
self-reliant, with the
women especially

going to great lengths
to help each other. It is the only
way to survive in such dwindling
conditions.

The role played by religion
and religious hierarchy gives the
community a sense of direction
and stability.

But rather than this being
a progressive and positive

into negotiation. He wants the audi-
ence to ask why this happens? Who
benefits from war?

By the end of the play, after losing
all her children, Mother Courage
continues pulling her cart. This is
not heroic endurance. It is a disturb-
ing image of someone trapped in the
logic that has destroyed her life.

Brecht does not offer comfort
or closure. The play suggests that
individual survival strategies are
not enough. What we must change
is the social system that makes war
profitable and poverty unavoidable.

For Brecht, this lack of change
is meant to produce change in the
audience. Mother Courage does not
learn, so we must.

Mother Courage and Her Childrenis on

at the Globe Theatre, 21 New Globe Walk,
London SE19DT, until 27 June

Igion unite and tear apart community

camaraderie, it makes the
community feel ashamed of
and suspicious towards people
they have lived alongside for
generations.

In the novel, there are beautiful
images of nature, colour and the
significance of island culture and
heritage. However, we are not led
blindly to believe that these are
the realities of island life. Stuart
makes it abundantly clear through
his writing that the cultural fruits
of the Hebrides rely on the unjust
poverty the community faces.

The book highlights the paradox
people feel between being
disconnected from home, whilst
yearning for the place of their
youth.

The novel asks the question,
who has the courage to leave? And
who has the courage to stay?

John of John by Douglas Stuart is out
now

ON NOW

PROJECT A BLACK
PLANET—THE ART AND
CULTURE OF PANAFRICA
11 June-6 September, the
Barbican, London

AN EXHIBITION exploring
Pan-Africanism from the
1920s to now.

Looking at paintings,
installations, writing and
film, a broad political,
philosophical and cultural
movement is presented.

It includes work from
Chris Ofili and Claudette
Johnson and covers artistic
production from across
Africa, Brazil, the Caribbean,
the US and Europe.

The project is part of
a summer season at the
Barbican which includes
music, talks and cinema as
well as this exhibition.

For more information go to
tinyurl.com/projectblackplanet

FRIDA KAHLO—THE MAKING
OF AN ICON

9 June-9 October, Tate Modern,
London

A MAJOR exhibition in Britain
of Frida Kahlo's work—one of
the most significant artists of
the 20th century. Including

On display in the exhibition

over 30 pieces, the exhibition
shows how Kahlo broke
silence on disability, abortion,
sexual violence and politics.
The end of the exhibition
also explores how Kahlo has
been exploited and turned
into a global brand.
For more information go to
tinyurl.com/makingkahlo

PRIDE—THE MUSICAL
11 June-12 September,
Dorfman Theatre, National
Theatre, London

BASED ON the classic 2016
film Pride, this new musical
tells the true story of how
LGBT+ activists and miners
came together.

Set in the 1984-85 Miners’
Strike, it shows how LGBT+
people rallied to support the
miners and their families.

LGBT+ campaigners and
Welsh miners break down
ignorance and bigotry in
struggle.

The transformative fight
is paired with original songs
inspired by protest music,
pop, rock, disco and Welsh
choral traditions.

For more information go to
tinyurl.com/pridemusical
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Drivers deliver strong
message to bosses

THOUSANDS OF Evri delivery
drivers have voted to reject a
rotten pay offer.

Some 6,000 GMB union
members took part in a ballot that
closed last week, with 97 percent
of them voting to reject.

The union had urged the
drivers to reject the offer—which
represents a pay cut for workers.

An anonymous driver on the
Evri Couriers Support Group
Facebook page said, “I hope for all
our sakes this pay deal doesn't go
through. I'm struggling now. With
all these cuts, I'm going to be in a
worse mess.”

The union says it is meeting
with members to decide the next
steps. It should use this strong
mandate to launch industrial
action that can hit bosses hard.

Bow bus drivers raise
concerns over safety

STRIKES AT Bow bus garage, in
east London, that were set to take
place last week were suspended
for talks the day before they were
meant to start.

The Unite union members
work for the East London Bus
and Coach Company, part of
Stagecoach.

Their concerns about fatigue
putting drivers and passengers at
risk are still unresolved.

Argyll Club need to
clean up their act

OFFICE CLEANERS from the
Cleaners and Allied Independent
Workers Union (Caiwu) are set to
strike and march on Thursday.

The cleaners work in the
prestigious London offices run by
Argyll Club. Bosses at Sustainable
Business Facility Management
(SBFM) are trying to cut their
hours. But they say they will be
expected to do the same work.

The union’s general secretary
Alberto Durango said, “We
are calling on Argyll upper
management to stop outsourcing
their moral responsibilities,
immediately terminate this
exploitative arrangement with
SBFM, and guarantee dignity, fair
pay and a reasonable timeframe
to complete the assigned
workload for the essential
workers.”

Workers are gathering at the
Mayday rooms, 88 Fleet St, EC4Y
1DH, at 10am on Thursday and
marching to Argyll's offices.

Leisure workers
resort to strikes

BE WELL leisure centre workers
in Tower Hamlets, in east London,
are on strike over their contracts.

The Unite union members
include lifeguards, fitness
instructors, customer service
workers and swimming teachers.

Some workers at the chain
of leisure centres are on full
council contracts. But others
endure the insecurity of zero
hours contracts. Some have only
five guaranteed hours of work
per week, while others have no
written contract at all.

Nine days of strikes started
last week are set to continue
15,17, 20, 23, 25 and 28 June.

UNITE UNION

STRIKERS IN west London held a rally to demand better pay and conditions

Cancer researchers
set to escalate strikes

b‘ CAMILLAROYLE

HUNDREDS OF Unite union
members at the Institute
of Cancer Research (ICR)
are entering their third
week of strikes in a dispute
over pay.

The strikers held a rally in
Kensington in west London
with 150 people last Tuesday.
At the Sutton site in south
London, the strikers marched
into the building and
occupied the main plaza.

Last Wednesday, strikers
held a Pride themed picket
line and on Thursday there
was an anti-racist theme,
celebrating the international
workforce.

Many Unite members at
the ICR took part in the strike
by staying at home, especially
as they often commute long
distances to work. But the

rallies acted as a focal point
and encouraged people to
come in.

Chris told Socialist Worker
there had been lots of support
from passersby. “Lots of sup-
portive bus and van drivers
and locals in their fancy cars.
Lots of people have stopped
and given us the thumbs up.

“There was a Pride themed
picket line, where people
spoke about gender pay
gaps and solidarity for non-
binary and trans+ people—a
general theme of solidarity.”

Striker Ruth added,
“People understand why we
are doing this and appreciate
the work we do.”

The union estimates
that there are workers
from 74 nationalities
represented at the ICR.
The employer says it values
diversity of experience

and it wants to attract
talented scientists from
around the world.

Yet it has decided to only
reimburse visa fees when
workers first arrive. If they
need an extension to their
visa, they are expected to pay
out of pocket, which can cost
thousands.

Workers on the picket line
said that this, combined with
the salary already being too
low, will cause a crisis for
the bosses when they want
to recruit and keep people.

The strikers have made
a tough choice to put their
cancer research on hold,
including pausing work in the
labs, to come out on strike.

But many said they felt
management is starting to
listen. This week they are set
to escalate with four days of
action.

NEU UNION ROUND-UP

SUPPORT WORKERS at
Woodfield School, west
London, were set to strike
16-18 June, with further
dates planned for 25-26 and
29 June and 2-3, 6-9,13-14
and 16-17 July.

The NEU union members
have already struck for five
days in a dispute over pay
and conditions.

Compass Learning
Partnership, the trust that
runs the school, issued
47workers with 30 day fire
and rehire notices last week.

The trust is trying to get
them to accept a £4,000a
year pay cut despite it
having £3.8 million in
reserves in the bank.

Meanwhile, it’s trying to
keep the school running as
normal, with play scheme
workers. This has raised
health and safety concerns.

Workers are asking
people to join them for a
mega picket this Wednesday

17 June from 7.30am at
Glenwood Ave, NW9 7LY.
They will then lobby the
Department for Education
from noon at Orchard
House, 20 Great Smith St,
SWIP 3BT.

ENEU MEMBERS, along
with trade unionists in
NASUWT, at Grays Convent
High School in Essex are set
to strike from 16-18 June.
Workers are opposing
a proposed restructure,
which includes the threat of
compulsory redundancies.
Join picket lines from
7.30am at Grays Convent
High School, RM17 5UX.

BAT FOREST Fields Primary
and Nursery School, in
Nottingham, workers walked
out last week in a dispute
over insufficient support

in the classroom, failure to
maintain industrial relations
and management practices.

Sheena, assistant branch
secretary for Nottingham
NEU, told Socialist Worker,
“Our members in the school
are dealing with more and
more work related stress,
due to a high turnover rate,
lack of funding and a lack of
respect from management.

“They’re determined that
things need to change. And
that they won’t go back until
they have.”

They are set to strike
again 16-18 June, 7.30am,
at the Forest Fields Primary
School and Nursery, Stanley
Rd, New Basford, NG7 6GQ.

HEDUCATION WORKERS

at Aylesford School have

fully suspended strikes

after their employer

agreed to take compulsory

redundancies off the table.
They also agreed to a plan

to reduce workloads and

committed to recognise the

union in the school.

Fight to save Black Studies
at Birmingham University

PLANS TO close the masters
course in Black Studies and
Global Justice at Birmingham
City University (BCU) have
been met with outrage.

Five black workers were
called into a meeting in April
to be told that the course was
closing and that they were all
at risk of redundancy.

Professor Kehinde Andrews
is one of those affected.

He told Socialist Worker
that the decision was
“completely out of the
blue, we had no idea it was
coming.”

He explained, “The course
literally just started this year,
so it hasn’t even run for four
months when they made a
decision in February. They
said it’s a poor performing
course, which is odd, given
that it just started.

“It has similar numbers to
other courses they haven’t
cut. Alongside that, they
decided to put up the five
black members of staff who
work in sociology and who
teach on Black Studies—our
jobs are at risk of redundancy.

‘And just us. Nobody else
is.”

Support
Kehinde said that the course
was doing well and was
attracting support from
world famous intellectuals.
“In fact, I actually have a
major research grant I just
won. But they didn’t know

this before they tried to make
us redundant,” said Kehinde.

He also explained that
the university hadn’t done
the required equality impact
assessment.

“It is the law. Public bodies
have to do an equality impact
assessment for any major
decisions,” he said.

“They admitted to us very
early on that they didn’t do
it. They said, because the
numbers are small, there’s
only five of us, they couldn’t
protect our identity for GDPR.

“This is specifically not the
case. It actually says in the
law that that’s not an excuse.
Even in BCU’s policies it says
it’s not an excuse.

“So then they backtracked
and said they did do it and
then they actually made one
up. So they know they should
have done it. They’re now
pretending they’ve done it
when they very clearly didn’t
actually follow their legal
responsibilities.”

The proposals follow the
closure of the undergraduate
Black Studies course two
years ago at BCU.

Cuts to jobs and courses
in higher education are
widespread. But the
onslaught disproportionately
impacts black educators and
students and the work that
they do.

WSign the petition to save Black
Studies at bit.ly/4xtsK8I
Shea Morris in Birmingham

National fightback is needed

WORKERS AT Sheffield
Hallam University have won
a major victory after 13 days
of strikes.

Bosses have backed down
over plans to employ them
through a wholly owned
subsidiary company.

The UCU union members
were concerned about job
security and access to the
TPS pension scheme. They
are continuing to fight
to get bosses to rule out
compulsory redundancies.

UCU members at
Goldsmiths, in south London,
are locked out by bosses.
They started a marking and
assessment boycott (Mab)
in opposition to job cuts and
were told that 100 percent of
their pay would be deducted.

Workers responded by
launching an indefinite strike,
now in its second week.

At the University of
Edinburgh, UCU union
members have also seen
their pay deducted by
100 percent for taking part
in a Mab.

Bosses are demanding
that workers who aren’t
taking part in the action
cover all the work. If they
refuse to scab, they will
be pressured to declare
themselves part of the action
and lose all their pay.

UCU members at London

Metropolitan University
were visited by local MP and
former London Met student
Jeremy Corbyn on their final
strike day on Monday.

He said he was “appalled
that 10 percent of the
workers are threatened with
redundancy. That is cruel, it
is wrong.”

UCU union members at
the University of Nottingham
are set to continue two
months of strikes this week.

At London South Bank
University, in south London,
UCU union members have
announced two days of
strikes, next Monday and
Thursday.

Meanwhile, UCU members
at Heriot-Watt University in
Edinburgh were set to strike
for all of this week. They
have now reduced this to
Wednesday and Thursday
after making some progress
in talks.

At the University of
Dundee, UCU members
have voted for strikes after
bosses refused to rule out
compulsory redundancies.

University workers and
students are facing an
onslaught of cuts to jobs and
courses. The UCU should
take action nationally to
stem the tide.
®Longer version on
socialistworker.co.uk
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Activists in Unison union
build vote for pay strikes

by JUDEMCKECHNIE
and PATMEUSEL
|

DELEGATES AT the Unison
union’s local government
conference in Brighton
have vowed to fight back
against the cost of living
crisis.

Unison general secretary
Andrea Egan put the fight
for pay front and centre in
her speech to conference on
Sunday. “Let’s be honest,
you are workers that are
underpaid, undervalued and
overworked,” she said.

“It would be too easy for
me to tell you what you
already know—that our local
services have been sold off
to companies who put profit
before people.

“It would be too easy for
me to criticise this Labour
government, which has failed
to fund local government.

“A government that doesn’t
believe that people in this
room are worth more than a
3.3 percent pay offer.”

Question

Egan added, “All of this is true
but it doesn’t answer the big
question—what are we going
to do about it?

“We are going to do things
differently this year to make
sure that we break the turnout
threshold for strikes.”

The Trade Union Act 2016,
introduced by the Tories,
imposed a turnout threshold
of 50 percent for strike ballots.

Labour has outrageously
dragged its feet over
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abolishing the threshold to
appease bosses.

And many union leaders,
who don’t want to lead a fight
against Labour, haven’t kicked
up a fuss over the betrayal.

Unison is set to launch a
ballot of local government
and school support workers
on 9 July in England and
Wales after it rejected the
Labour government’s paltry
pay offer of 3.3 percent.

The union says it is
“balloting members in strate-
gically targeted employers,”
but is still due to release a list.

Activists in Unison are
already getting organised to
win the ballots.

Tasha, from Leicester
Unison, told Socialist Worker,
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“we were already building for
the ballot. We’ve made up our
own leaflets and we’ve been
going round workplaces,
making sure that all our
members know about it.

“It’s absolutely atrocious
what we’ve been offered—
especially when MPs have
handed themselves a 5 percent
pay rise,” she said.

“To say that MPs should get
a bigger pay rise than hous-
ing workers, social workers
and teaching assistants, it’s
shocking.”

Jon, from Portsmouth
Unison, agreed with Tasha’s
approach. “We’ve made our
own leaflets as well,” he told
Socialist Worker.

“And coming out of
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conference, we've dedicated
an entire week to leafleting
each and every member in
the city.

“We’re putting in a really
targeted approach, mapping
out all our members to make
sure we speak to all of them.”

It’s crucial, Jon argued,
for workers to get organised
now, because there are more
attacks coming.

Jon and Tasha highlighted
the power that workers
in local authorities hold.
“Support workers in a school,
if they walk out, can shut
down schools,” said Jon.

“We need to remind
employers of the power we,
as workers, have,” Tasha
added.

ELECTIONS

Socialist Liz Wheatley
wins national exec seat

LIZ WHEATLEY, the Unison
union branch secretary in
Camden council in north
London has been elected
as a left winger to the
union’s national executive
committee (NEC).

Liz told Socialist Worker,
“Im really pleased to have
been elected to the NEC and
I feel really privileged to be
able to take up the position
that was previously held by
Andrea Egan.”

It was vacated when Egan
became general secretary of
Unison.

Indication

“My election, and the election
of Time For Real Change
(TFRC) supporters in the
service group executives
(SGE), is an indication of
how much people support the
manifesto of fighting back
and resistance that Andrea
and all of us stood on.”

Some 79 percent of TFRC
supporters were elected to
SGE this month. TFRC, the
left wing grouping in Unison,

Liz Wheatley

wants to build on workplace
struggles and see a union
that has activists leading
campaigns and strikes.

Liz said, “At a time when
local government workers
face yet another pay cut,
we need local and national
action to resist these attacks.

“And with Reform UK
winning control of many
local councils in the elections
and with racist pogroms on
the streets, opposing the far
right must be a priority.”

As an NEC member, Liz
will champion struggles and
build confidence to fight at
the base.

Oppose transphobic rules

DELEGATES TO Unison’s
local government conference
on Sunday voted to “defend
trans, non-binary and
gender diverse rights”.

It came as the Labour
government backed the
Equality and Human Rights
Commission’s (EHRC)
transphobic guidance for
institutions and organisations.

Delegate Liz Wheatley
said, “We as trade unionists
are for unity and equality.

“We stand with the

oppressed and with those
under attack—because as a
cis woman, my rights aren’t
undermined by my trans+
comrades.

“But they are undermined
by the politicians who close
down nurseries.

“They are being
undermined by the bosses
who maintain a gender pay
gap.

They are being undermined
by the far right bigots who try
to divide us.”

Migrant health and care workers take fight over ‘cruel’ visa crackdown to Starmer

HUNDREDS OF migrant
workers travelled from
across Britain last week
to push back against the
Labour government’s cruel
crackdown on health and
social care workers.

Labour wants to triple
the time it takes to qualify
for indefinite leave to
remain from five years to
15years.

The workers took their
case to Downing Street
in central London on
Wednesday in a delegation
led by Unison union general
secretary Andrea Egan.

“We have been working
hard and contributing to
National Insurance and
taxes,” one carer, who
moved to Britain from
Uganda, told Socialist
Worker.

“We were invited to
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Britain. We built our lives
here on the promise of a
settled status after five
years. Now, the government
wants to break that
promise.

“People have come to
this country before the
law was made. We demand
fairness.”

Many migrant workers
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made life-changing
decisions to move to
Britain to work. They sold
their houses and uprooted
families to build a life here.
“Five years of significant
commitment, five years
of work, five years of
paying taxes, five years
of contributing to
communities. Five years

of building a life in this
country,” she said.
“Workers who have
spent years contributing
to Britain should not face
an ever moving finish
line,” another worker told
Socialist Worker.

Vigil

On the same day, migrant
workers held a vigil

outside the Home Office

to remember workers who
have killed themselves after
experiencing abuse under
the current sponsorship
system.

The sponsorship system
creates a vast power
imbalance that leaves
workers vulnerable.

Visas are tied to a
specific employer, meaning
people can be deported
if they don’t have that

specific job anymore.

A social care worker also
from Uganda told Socialist
Worker, “No one should
have their future tied to a
single employer.

“No worker should
be forced to bear
discrimination because
their visas depend on their
employers.

“Migrant workers
shouldn’t have to choose
between speaking up and
having their sponsorship
ended and facing
deportation.

“That is indentured
servitude. That is exactly
what we’re facing today.”

Unison’s Fair Visa
campaign has gathered
momentum over the past
year. In December, hundreds
of migrant workers
travelled from across

Britain to Westminster to
lobby MPs.

And in April, campaigners
staged a mass leafleting
event in the constituency
of home secretary Shabana
Mahmood.

Egan told the rally,
“Thank you to you as
workers, for showing the
power of organising.

“You are showing the
union the way forward. This
is how we build power. This
is how we’re doing it.

“We need to make it very
clear what our position is.

“We believe that this
government’s proposals
are cruel and they are
devastating.

“We say today, we are
not going anywhere. We are
going to fight this to the
absolute end.”

Jude Mckechnie
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REEKS OF DEFEAT

b‘ TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS

DONALD TRUMP celebrated
his 80th birthday over the
weekend with an Ultimate
Fighting Championship cage
fight on the White House
lawn.

For a man who likes watching
fights, he’s not very good at
winning them.

As cage fights took place on
the south lawn of the White
House, the US and Israel faced
humiliation in the Middle East.

Trump is trying to spin
the “peace deal” with Iran,
announced on Sunday, as a
victory for the US.

He said it would lead to the
“immediate” lifting of the US
naval blockade of Iranian ports
and the reopening of the Strait
of Hormuz on Friday. “Ships of
the World, start your engines.
Let the oil flow,” he declared.

But nothing can mask the
stench of desperation and defeat
coming from the White House.

The agreement only paves the
way for further talks in the next
60 days. While the details of the
memorandum of understanding
have not been released—it is no
victory for the US.

Trump boasted that he had
saved Israel—which tried to
scupper the deal—from nuclear
obliteration.

Agreement

US vice president JD Vance said
that Iran never possessing a
nuclear weapon was “built into
this agreement”.

A possible outcome is an
agreement less favourable to the
US than the one president Barack
Obama negotiated in 2015. This
limited uranium enrichment to
3.67 percent purity, which can
be used in nuclear reactors but
not weaponry.

The US pulled out of the
agreement during Trump’s first
term in 2018.

When asked whether the
new agreement would have the
same limit this month, Trump
dodged the question. “They can
only enrich for nonmilitary pur-
poses—forever,” he blustered.

Trump isn’t the only loser
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THE US-ISRAELI war on Iran has exposed the limits of US dominance

from the war—Israeli prime
minister Benjamin Netanyahu is
in deep trouble too.

Trump and Netanyahu shared
a vision of turning the region,
from Gaza to the Gulf, into a
high-tech capitalist paradise.

The “peace deal” in Gaza—in
reality, a colonial land-grab—
would help turn the region
into a “place of partnership,

Trump is trying
to spin the
‘peace deal’ with
Iran as a victory
for the US

friendship, and investment”, the
administration said. Casinos and
concentration camps would be
built on human foundations.

The National Security
Strategy (NSS) published ear-
lier this year said that “America’s
historic reason for focusing on
the Middle East will recede”.

This strategy would see the
US focus on dominating the
Western Hemisphere—the
Americas and Greenland—
and its main rival China. “The
Indo-Pacific is already and will
continue to be among the next
century’s key economic and
geopolitical battlegrounds,” it
declared.

But China isn’t just a
competitor in the Indo-Pacific
and Western Hemisphere. As the
NSS said, “We want to prevent
an adversarial power from dom-
inating the Middle East, its oil
and gas supplies, and the choke-
points through which they pass.”

The rise of China as a
capitalist powerhouse has
reshaped much of the global
economy and imperialist
competition beyond Asia.

Fossil fuel production and
export infrastructure in the
Middle East has reorientated
towards Asia. Some 90 percent
of Iranian oil is bought by China.

This increasing imperialist
competition was the background
to the war on Iran. But
imperialist competition isn’t just
increasing between the major
imperialist powers—the US,
China, Germany, France and
Russia.

Imperialism is a global system
of competing capitalist states.
And the relative decline of US
power has opened a space for
the rise of regional imperialist
powers in the Middle East.

After two years of genocide,
Israel emerged as the ascendent
power in the regional system
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of competition between Israel,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Turkey.

Israel is the watchdog state
of US imperialism in the Middle
East and its genocide would not
be possible without US arms
and funding.

But it has developed to
become a powerful capitalist
state, no longer wholly
dependent on US aid.

Imperialist

Israel’s rise as a regional
imperialist power means it is
able to strain at the leash more.

Netanyahu, for example,
fought to scupper negotiations
between the US and Iran both
this year and last year.

Netanyahu pushed for the
US and Israel to launch the war
on Iran and convinced Trump
in February that the Iranian
regime would collapse quickly.

But when the regime did
not collapse and closed the
Strait of Hormuz, Trump began
searching for an off-ramp.

Israel pushed back, seeing
a prolonged war as a way of
weakening its regional rival—
and urging a return to full-on
war since the ceasefire.

On Monday, Israel’s far
right national security minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir said that the
terror state was not bound by
the US-Iranian agreement. He
said Israel should not withdraw
from southern Lebanon
and would demand the
“dismantling” of Lebanese
resistance group Hezbollah.

Yet, while Israel can strain
at the leash more, it remains
dependent on US imperialism.

The Financial Times
newspaper recently derided
“all the brave words from Israeli
politicians about demonstrating
that Israel is a sovereign nation
that makes its own decisions
about how to defend itself”.

“The reality is that the
country remains very depend-
ent on US weaponry and air
defences,” it notes.

A war launched to showcase
US dominance in the region has
accelerated the crisis it faces
and tensions with its watchdog
state.
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