
M
arxism 2026 runs from 2-5 July in 
Shoreditch, London, and is hosted 

by the Socialist Workers Party. The 
festival includes four days of debates, 
workshops, panels, live music and a 
culture tent hosted by Bookmarks the 
socialist bookshop. Scroll down to see the 
timetable for each day. Advance tickets are 
cheaper than on the door. Don’t miss it!

For updates and more information follow:   
k bit.ly/Marx26   q marxism_festival  
d @MarxismFestival
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https://www.tickettailor.com/events/socialistworkersparty/2087252


1-2.15pm 2.45-4pm 5-6.15pm 7-8.30pm

M
ai

n
 S

ta
ge

THEORY
Lenin vs post-
modernism
Rob Hoveman

MARXIST THINKERS
Between 
reaction and 
revolution: 
the politics of 
Antonio Gramsci  
Jessica Walsh 

THEORY
Race and class in 
Trump’s America
Gary Younge in 
conversation

opening rally 
A world in chaos: 
fighting for the 
future
Yasemin Acar, 
Ameen Hadi, 
Richard Boyd 
Barrett, Nida Jafri, 
Gerry Carroll  & 
Lewis Nielsen

M
ar

x

ANTI-FASCISM
Can a popular 
front stop 
fascism? 
Andy 
Brammer 

HISTORY
‘A riot of 
democracy’ –  
Iran’s revolution 
of 1979 from 
triumph to 
tragedy 
Phil Marfleet

Debate

How should the 
left respond to 
the changing 
working class?
James Meadway & 
Joseph Choonara
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u
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Bye Bye 
Blackshirt: the 
fight against 
Oswald Mosley
Mark Krantz

CULTURE
The work of art: 
creativity and 
labour under 
capitalism  
Olive Whigham
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LIBERATION
Was Engels 
right about 
the family?  
Jan Nielsen

THEORY
What is Trotsky’s 
theory of 
permanent 
revolution? 
Benji Charlton

THEORY
Why Stalinism 
isn’t socialism
Imogen Evans

Le
n
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THEORY
‘The main 
enemy is at 
home’ –  
a Marxist 
analysis of 
imperialism
Dugald 
Macfarlane

THEORY
Marxist  
theories of 
economic crisis  
Thomas Foster

MARXIST METHOD
What is historical 
materialism?
Eva Colwell

THURSDAy 2 JULY

Photos by Tim Dennell, Guy Smallman & Ben Windsor



FRIdAY 3 JULY
10.30-11.45am 12.15-1.30pm 2.30-3.45pm 4.15-5.30pm 6.30-7.45pm
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ECONOMICS
Teetering on the 
edge of crisis? 
Capitalism 
today
Joseph 
Choonara

STRATEGY
The limits of 
spontaneity: 
Why Lenin 
matters today
Jodi Dean  
and Tomáš  
Tengely-Evans

CLIMATE
Free gifts? 
Capitalism and 
nature
Alyssa 
Battistoni* in 
conversation

STRATEGY
Minneapolis: 
lessons for 
Britain 
Aminah Sheikh*

FREE PALESTINE
In the shadow 
of genocide: 
the struggle for 
solidarity with 
Palestine 
Bobby Vylan, Filton 
25, Yasemin Acar,  
Ahmed Alnaouq, 
Richard Boyd Barrett 
& Sophia Beach

M
ar

x

ENVIRONMENT
Why is the 
genocide in 
Palestine an 
ecological 
issue?
Camilla Royle

anti-fascism
Old monsters 
return: 
analysing 
fascism today
Lewis Nielsen

ANTI-IMPERIALISM
Debating 
new dollar 
imperialism 
Costas 
Lapavitsas & 
Alex Callinicos

ECONOMICS
The Iran 
deal and the 
dynamics of 
imperialism in 
the Middle East 
Anne Alexander

ANTI-FASCISM
Women and  
the far right 
Louisa Munch, 
Chantelle Lunt  
& Samira Ali
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CULTURE
Frames of 
resistance:  
a history of 
anti-fascism  
in film
Geraldine 
Mirabile

Book launch

When Workers 
Were Ready 
to  Dare – 100 
years since the 
General Strike 
Judy Cox and  
Charlie Kimber

Book launch

Revolution 
& Counter-
Revolution in 
the Spanish  
Civil War
Héctor 
Sierra

Book launch

The Othered 
Woman:
How White 
Feminism 
Harms Muslim 
Women
Shahed Ezaydi  
with Samira Ali

CULTURE
100 years since 
the birth of Miles 
Davis and John 
Coltrane: why jazz 
still matters
Zola Marcelle, 
Ashley Henry  
& Mike Hobart
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HISTORY
250 years 
later: should 
we celebrate 
the American 
Revolution?
Hope Ryan

ANTI-IMPERIALISM
Israel, Zionism 
and the 
imperialist 
order 
Rob Ferguson

LIBERATION
Behind the 
Epstein 
scandal: what 
causes violence 
against 
women?
Sophia Beach

CLIMATE
What is the 
metabolic rift 
and how could 
socialism  
heal it? 
Martin Empson

REPRESSION
Uncovering the 
undercover cops: 
SpyCops and  
the left
Matt Foot &  
Guy Taylor
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n
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Racism course
Capitalism, 
slavery and the 
roots of racism
Zak Cochrane

Racism course
Why does the 
system still 
need racism? 
Suwaba 
Hussein
 

Racism course
Beyond racism? 
Revolution and 
liberation
Yuri Prasad

LIBERATION
Who should pay 
reparations for 
slavery?
Steve Philip & 
Steve Cushion

LIBERATION
Are ADHD and 
autism being 
overdiagnosed?
Roddy Slorach
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ECONOMICS
What causes 
inflation?
Jack Thornton 

FREE PALESTINE
Palestine, 
one state: 
revolution and 
liberation 
Jade Eckhaus 

Marxist thinkers
Returning to 
Lenin in the age 
of catastrophe
Keir McKechnie

ANTI-RACISM
Here to stay,  
here to fight:  
how migration has 
transformed the 
working class  
in Britain
Ameen Hadi

Photos by Jo Ellis Holland & Midia Ninja
* Alyssa Battistoni and  Aminah Sheikh will be speaking via Zoom



SATURDAy 4 JULY
10.30-11.45am 12.15-1.30pm 2.30-3.45pm 4.15-5.30pm 6.30-7.45pm
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Booklaunch

Death 
Rides Out: 
Imperialism 
in the 21st 
Century
Tomáš 
Tengely-Evans

FREE PALESTINE
Why are 
Europe’s leaders 
addicted to 
arming Israel? 
Yanis Varoufakis*   

FREE PALESTINE
Zionism in crisis?
Ilan Pappé*

FREE PALESTINE
Palestine and 
repression: why 
the system can't 
silence us 
Hasan Piker*, 
Jeremy Corbyn, 
Yanis Varoufakis*, 
Filton 25 and 
Kwabena Devonish

ANTI-FASCISM
Debating strategies 
to stop the far right 
across Europe
Christine Buchholz, 
Denis Godard,  
Matt Collins, Julie 
Sherry Bryce & 
Giorgios Pittas

M
ar

x

Booklaunch

Trotsky’s 
Fascism, 
Stalinism  
and the  
United Front 
Samira Ali 

ANTI-FASCISM
Belfast riots: 
Loyalism, the 
far right and 
the politics of 
reaction
Matt Collins

THEORY
Making sense 
of class 
consciousness
Joseph Choonara

ANTI-RACISM
Islamophobia 
and the far right 
today
Liz Fekete,  Mothin 
Ali, Abdullah 
Faliq & Weyman 
Bennett

BRITISH POLITICS
Will the Greens 
stay radical? 
Katie Coles
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Book launch

Deviants and 
Trailblazers:  
A History of 
Trans Activism 
in Britain
Rebecca Jane 
Morgan in 
conversation

LIBERATION
The Black British 
revolutionary 
tradition: CLR 
James to Darcus 
Howe 
Farrukh Dhondy, 
Weyman Bennett  
& Hassan 
Mahamdallie

CLIMATE
Is nuclear power 
the answer to the 
climate crisis? 
MV Ramana*, 
Linda Pentz 
Gunter &  
Camilla Royle

HISTORY
The Road Make to 
Walk on Carnival 
Day – 50 years 
since the Notting  
Hill riots  
Leila Hassan, 
Michael La Rose & 
Zak Cochrane

MARXIST THINKERS
Rebel socialist:  
the politics of 
James Connolly
Richard  
Boyd 
Barrett
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THEORY
Do we need 
a ‘blacker’ 
Marxism?
Gary 
McFarlane

strategy
Against 
pessimism:  
Why the left 
can build an 
alternative to 
Burnham
Lewis Nielsen

ANTI-FASCISM
Reform, Restore 
and Robinson: 
the changing face 
of the British 
far right  
Richard Donnelly

Debate

Is neoliberalism 
over? 
Jodi Dean &  
Rob Hoveman

LIBERATION
From mewing 
to mogging: 
looksmaxxing and 
the manosphere
Sophia Beach

Le
n

in

MIDDLE EAST
Why Israel 
can’t beat 
Hezbollah in 
Lebanon
Simon Assaf

HISTORY
50 years on from 
Soweto: South 
Africa and the 
long struggle for 
freedom
Andrew Feinstein 
Ronnie Kasrils  
& Mosa Phadi

LIBERATION
What is 
emotional 
Labour and  
why does it 
matter? 
Judy  
Cox

ANTI-IMPERIALISM
The Iran crisis: 
has the US  
lost the  
Middle East?
Hussein Said 

LIBERATION
‘We will not be 
silenced!’ – Trans 
people speak out
Jo Alloway,  
Rebecca Jane 
Morgan, Laura Miles 
& Eden Hills
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LIBERATION
Why does 
capitalism 
make us hate 
our bodies?
Emma Davis

LIBERATION
Is capitalism a 
patriarchy?
Agnese Chiesa

LIBERATION
Is gender all in 
our heads? 
Laura Verdasco

ANTI-IMPERIALSIM
Can Cuba 
survive? 
Liam Winning

Book launch

Towards 
Palestinian 
Liberation
Hamza 
Hamouchene

tr
o

tsk
y

MARXIST METHOD
Why 
everything 
feels empty: 
Marx’s theory 
of alienation 
Ivo Fernandes

THEORY
Anarchism:  
a Marxist 
critique
Jack 
Drury

LIBERATION
‘Dependency 
theory’:  
who’s keeping 
the Global South 
poor? 
Chinedu 
Chukwudinma

HISTORY
The revolutionary 
left and the 
trade union 
bureaucracy, 
1910-1926
Ralph Darlington

Book launch

The Power in the 
People – not the 
People in Power
Michael Mansfield

Photos by Guy Smallman and Joe Piette
* Yanis Varoufakis, MV Ramana, Ilan Pappé and Hasan Piker will be speaking via Zoom



SUNdAY 5 JULY
10.30-11.45am 12-1.15pm 2.15-3.30pm 4-5.15pm 5.30pm
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LIBERATION
Identity: race, 
nation and class
Ken Olende

THEORY
Theories  
of fascism 
Alex Callinicos 

ANTI-IMPERIALISM
Is the American 
Empire over?  
Tariq Ali

THEORY
Marx’s ecology 
in the age of AI 
John Bellamy 
Foster*

Closing rally 
Resistance and 
revolution in a 
world in crisis
Striking workers, 
Aamer Anwar, 
Heba Muraisi, 
Ahmed Alnaouq 
and Samira Ali

M
ar

x

MARXIST THINKERS
Socialism or 
barbarism: why 
Rosa Luxemburg 
matters today 
Julie Sherry Bryce

ECONOMICS
Will AI save 
capitalism?
Michael 
Roberts 

CLIMATE
Should socialists 
support 
degrowth?
Matt Huber in 
conversation

LIBERATION
Marxism, 
the family 
and social 
reproduction 
theory 
Judy Cox
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Book launch

Breaking Our 
Chains: Women, 
Marxism and the 
Path to Liberation
Sarah Bates  
& Sally Campbell

Book launch

Counter-
Revolution  
in Egypt 
Hossam  
el-Hamalawy

Book launch

Feminism for a 
World on Fire
Natasha Walter  
in converation

MARXIST THINKERS
The legacy 
of Thomas 
Sankara
Gyekye Tanoh
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THEORY
Ralph Miliband 
and left 
reformism: 
can socialists 
transform  
the state?
Nick Clark

CLIMATE
Is the fight for 
climate justice 
at a crossroads?
Suzanne Jeffery,  
Matt Huber & 
Tyrone Scott

BRITISH POLiTICS
What politics can 
stop Farage?
Yuri Prasad  
& Andy Brammer

THEORY
The row over 
‘Western 
Marxism’
Tomáš  
Tengely-Evans

Le
n

in

Book launch

John Molyneux’s 
What is the Real 
Marxist Tradition? 
Martin Empson, 
Carolyn Egan & 
Gyekye Tanoh

BRITISH POLITICS
Your Party:  
a modern day 
tragedy?
Héctor Sierra

THEORY
Stop and search 
to protest bans:  
a Marxist analysis 
of the police
Kwabena 
Devonish

MIDDLE EAST
Gaza and Egypt: 
results and 
prospects
Sameh Naguib
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UNIONS
Trade unions, 
militarism  
and war
Sean Vernell

LIBERATION
Marxism 
vs identity 
politics?
Esme Choonara 

UNIONS
Rank and 
file vs union 
bureaucracy: 
revisiting the 
debate today
Alan Kenny

ECONOMICS
China, the West 
and the new 
era of state 
capitalism
Adrian Budd
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MARXIST METHOD
What is the 
dialectic?
Sascha 
Radl

THEORY
Marx, Engels  
and science
Paul McGarr

LIBERATION
Fighting 
antisemitism 
today 
Anna Gluckstein

LIBERATION
Why they 
hate Muslims: 
Islamophobia 
and the state
Talat Ahmed

Photos by Guy Smallman, Alan Kenny & others
*John Bellamy Foster will be speaking via Zoom


