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LABOUR

Workers pay for 
Labour’s war drive
KEIR STARMER’S parting 
shot last week was pouring 
£15 billion more into the 
pockets of arms manufacturers 
and military generals.

This will see the total 
defence budget hitting 
£80 billion by 2029 while 
health care, education and 
housing face cut after cut. 

What else could Labour’s 
£15 billion “defence” spending 
increase pay for?
>>Page 7

PALESTINE

How water is a 
tool of genocide
ISRAEL IS systematically 
undermining Palestinians’ 
access to the thing that 
sustains all life—water. 

It is a systematic use of 
thirst as the weapon. 

Colonisers were 
influenced by racist 
assumptions that the south 
of Palestine was a desert 
wasteland. But all talk of 
making the desert bloom is 
meaningless when Israel has 
created an artificial desert 
in Palestine. 
>>Pages 8&9

WOMEN’S LIBERATION

The history of 
maternity care
THE OCKENDEN Review is 
the latest in a long line of 
scandals in maternity care. 

Legacies of racism, 
colonialism and revolt 
continue to shape childbirth.

But the history of 
midwifery is one of resistance 
to a medical establishment 
that reinforced control and 
profited from women’s labour.

>>Pages 10&11



‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘For the first 
time in 30 years, 
right, I’m earning 
good money. I’m 
enjoying life’
Reform UK leader 
Nigel Farage, shortly before his 
return to politics in 2024

‘There’s no 
money in politics, 
no money... if 
you’re straight”
Farage explains why he won’t 
return to politics in the same 
interview 

‘None that I’m 
aware of. The 
answer is none 
that any of us are 
aware of’ 
Richard Tice, Farage’s number 
2, on whether they have 
accepted dodgy donations 

‘At the end of 
the day, we are 
saying to people: 
You’ve got to 
trust us
Tice continues 

‘Have I checked 
the bank 
account of every 
single one out 
of thousands 
of Reform 
members?’
...and continues...

CLIMATE
How to shut 
down your 
workplace if it 
gets too hot 
THIS WEEK temperatures in 
Britain are set to soar for the 
third time in a year. 

Every heatwave increases 
the risk of people getting 
ill and dying, especially the 
most vulnerable. 

The summer of 2022 was 
one of the hottest summers 
on record, with temperatures 
exceeding 40 degrees for the 
first time. 

There were more than 
2,800 excess deaths of 
people aged over 65 during 
a series of heatwaves that 
year. 

The high temperatures 
increase the risk of people 
with heart and breathing 
conditions becoming ill. 

Unlike in floods, fires 
or storms, the relationship 
between these deaths and 
the extreme weather may 

not be obvious. But heat 
is no less lethal than these 
other disasters. 

Britain’s infrastructure 
can’t cope. Some 90 percent 
of homes are predicted 
to overheat if climate 
breakdown continues. 

Care homes are struggling 
to keep older people cool. 

And bus drivers have been 
forced to stop driving this 
year because it is not safe to 
continue. 

Last year, at least three 
bus drivers were hospitalised 
due to the heat. 

Workers don’t need to just 
wait for disaster to happen. 

NEU union members at 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 
School in Portishead, north 
Somerset, last month 
organised to shut schools 
while bosses dithered and 
delayed about what to do. 

There are laws about 
how cold workplaces can 
be. There are no laws about 
maximum temperatures. 

But workers do have 
rights—under Section 44 
of the Employment Rights 
Act—to refuse to work if it’s 
not safe. 

These are hard won 
rights that we should use. 
But workers will need to 
be organised. We can’t rely 
on the bosses to put health 
before their profits. 

Lack of ‘training’ isn’t what 
causes corruption in police 
by REBECCA GIVAN 

THE TOP of the police 
force in England and Wales 
is rife with nepotism and 
bias, a new report has 
shown. 

The Police Leadership 
C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  r e p o r t , 
published this week, was 
another damning indictment 
of the cops.

It says, “The Independent 
Office for Police Conduct 
tells us that common themes 
in their investigations involve 
cronyism, nepotism, abuse of 
position for a sexual purpose 
and corruption.”

The report says that 
the problem in policing is 
leadership. 

Constable 
“Eight chief constables or 
former chief constables 
are either currently under  
investigation or are awaiting 
disciplinary proceedings,” it 
reveals. 

Leaders aren’t  being 
given enough training and 
are being selected through  
nepotism instead of merit. 

According to one officer 
quoted in the report, “If you 
don’t have a network, you’re 

not going to get a promotion.”
Such revelations should 

come as no surprise. 
Another recent report 

showed that police forces 
failed to carry out proper 
checks for almost a decade 
between 2013 and 2023.

The police allowed serial 
rapists, such as Dave Carrick, 
to become police officers and 
manipulate their position to 
abuse women and girls. 

But that’s not what the 

right wing press is latching 
onto. 

According to The Telegraph 
newspaper, the report shows 
that the problems in policing 
are because forces are too 
“woke”.

The police leadership 
commission was set up as a 
result of the mass outrage 
over the sexist murder of 
Sarah Everard by Met police 
officer Wayne Couzens.  

But it’s chaired by former 

Labour home secretary 
David Blunkett and former 
Tory policing minister Nick 
Herbert. 

The report has called for a 
“national academy of police 
leadership” to teach police 
officers that corruption and 
abuse are wrong. 

Abusive 
Corrupt and abusive police 
chiefs won’t be stopped with 
better training. 

Everybody knows that cor‑
ruption and abuse are wrong. 

The problem runs much 
deeper than leadership—it 
flows from the role the police 
plays in society. 

As an institution set up to 
protect wealth, power and 
the state, it’s riven with the 
same ideas pushed from the 
top of society. 

The report says there is 
a lack of focus on fighting 
crime, but that was never the 
police’s main job. 

Its real role has been 
revealed repeatedly in recent 
years.

From the violent break up 
of the vigil for Everard to the 
crackdown on the Palestine 
movement, it’s been shown 
as a repressive instrument of 
the state. 

Classroom culture war won’t help students
by PAT MEUSEL 

The mainstream media is 
pouring fuel onto another 
“culture war” fire. 

The Guardian newspaper 
ran a story this week 
saying, “A third of 
disadvantaged white pupils 
in England leave their 
primary school unable 
to read well enough to 
access the secondary school 
curriculum.” 

The claim is based on 
analysis by the Fischer 
Family Trust (FFT). 

Their study suggests 
that a higher proportion of 
what it defines as “white 
disadvantaged pupils” are 
failing to meet literacy 
benchmarks.  

That’s compared to 

“non‑disadvantaged 
pupils”—33 to 20 percent. 

The Guardian has seized 
on this to talk about the 
unique disadvantages 
that “white working class 
students” face. 

But a previous FTT 
report said, “Disadvantaged 
Black Caribbean and Mixed 
White/Black Caribbean 
pupils have similarly poor 
outcomes to disadvantaged 
White pupils.”

The narrative in the 
mainstream media only 
plays into the far right’s talk 
of “two-tier” Britain. 

lSimilarly, the Telegraph 
newspaper has claimed this 
week that “white working 
class students” are excluded 
from scholarships at 
universities. 

The right wing rag 
quotes Suella Braverman, 
Reform UK’s education 
spokesman. 

“This is yet another 
example of two-tier 
academic society that 
punishes white working 
class boys and girls because 
of who they are,” she says.

Claims 
To back up this claim, it 
points to a small number 
of scholarships at a small 
number of universities 
on offer to students from 
Black and Minority Ethnic 
backgrounds. 

Across Britain, such 
schemes exist at only  
19 universities. 

Instead, it quotes a 
“white student from a 
working class family” who 

claims that he had been 
excluded “on grounds of 
ethnicity” from a leading 
university. 

He was unable to 
secure funding to cover 
accommodation and living 
costs.

Again, it points to the 
real problem facing all 
working class people—
how unaffordable higher 
education has become.

The selective use of 
statistics to push these sorts 
of “culture war” arguments 
is playing into the hands 
of Nigel Farage and 
Reform UK. 

Instead, we should be 
fighting for an education 
system puts all working 
class students first.

That means a boost in 
funding for starters. 

FORMER LABOUR home secretary David Blunkett co-authored a
report into the police, but it’s barking up the wrong tree 

More record highs are expected
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Aristocrat 
at heart of 
controversy
GEORGE SWINFEN Cottrell 
is an aristocrat known as 
“Posh George”.

Cottrell is the son of the 
Honourable Fiona Cottrell, 
an aristo pal of king Charles. 
His daddy went to school 
with Andrew Mountbatten 
Windsor. Cottrell’s 
grandfather, the third Baron 
Manton, inherited a “family 
soap empire”.

Cottrell was expelled from 
a private school, Malvern 
College, because of his habit 
of wandering into bookies 
with tens of thousands to 
throw around. 

He went on to become 
a “fixer-cum-financier to 
the ultra-rich in Mayfair”, 
according to the Sunday 
Times newspaper. His wealth 
now “derives from crypto”.

Caught
At the age of 22, he was 
made Ukip’s head of 
fundraising. 

In 2016, he travelled 
back from a Donald Trump 
rally in the US with Nigel 
Farage. He was caught 
agreeing to launder money 
for undercover agents posing 
as drug traffickers in an FBI 
sting operation.

Cottrell faced 20 years in 
jail for 21 counts related to 
money laundering, fraud, 
blackmail and extortion.

But he brokered a plea 
deal, admitted guilt to a 
charge of wire fraud and 
served just eight months in 
prison.

Cottrell then set up  
Tether.bet, an online 
bookmaker and casino 
offering users large stakes on 
sports and politics in cash or 
cryptocurrency.

This included Tether, a 
digital currency part owned 
by Christopher Harborne, a 
billionaire who gave Farage a 
£5 million gift in early 2024.

Cottrell helped to 
negotiate a £1.5 million fee 
for Farage’s appearance on 
the TV show I’m a Celebrity 
in 2023. 

Doused
And Cottrell was by Farage’s 
side to comfort him when he 
got doused in milkshake in 
Clacton. 

Cottrell recently 
 co-authored a book, How 
to Launder Money, which 
claims to be a guide for law 
enforcement, prosecutors and 
policymakers.

“Posh George” is known as 
the Farage whisperer. Maybe 
he should whisper to his boss 
it’s time he gave the people 
of Clacton a break, got in his 
limo and went to spend more 
time with his money. 

Organise to wipe the 
smirk off Farage’s face
by JUDY COX 

THE FIGHT is on to wipe the 
smirk off far right fraudster Nigel 
Farage’s face. 

He resigned as an MP on Tuesday 
to trigger a by-election in Clacton, 
Essex, which he will stand in. 

Farage has called for a “people v 
the establishment” fight in a bid to 
paint himself as the victim amid a  
corruption scandal.

The establishment have now 
decided that they can’t beat us fairly—
they have decided to use foul means,” 
he said. 

“Let me be absolutely clear—I have 
done nothing wrong.”

Farage complained of a backlash 
over taking money from fraudsters and 
billionaires—“frankly it is like living in 
a Communist country”. 

The Reform UK leader  tried to 
hide gifts and benefits from a crypto  
entrepreneur with a conviction for 
fraud.

“Posh George” Cottrell, was 
convicted of fraud in the US in 2016. 

He pleaded guilty and spent time 
in prison and is now seeking a pardon 
from Donald Trump.

Cottrell forked out for Farage’s social 
media and security staff. And he let 
Farage crash in his five-story Georgian 
town house near Buckingham Palace.

Donations 
MPs have to declare all donations, gifts 
and hospitality worth over £300 they 
received in the year before they were 
elected. The only exception is gifts that 
are personal. 

Farage has whined about being the 
victim of an “establishment hit job”.

He claimed, “It’s now clear the  
establishment will stop at nothing to 
hurt Reform—we want to smash their 
cosy consensus.”

But Farage and Cottrell are the 
establishment.

The latest revelations come 

just weeks after it was revealed 
that Farage had failed to declare a  
£5 million donation from the crypto  
billionaire Christopher Harborne.  
This “gift” came just before Farage 
announced his intention to stand for 
parliament.

Farage was just as confused about 
this “gift”. He told some journalists it 
was a personal gift he could spend on 
luxury cars if he fancied. 

But Farage claimed it was for his 
security—which he needs because he 
is so hated.

The speech on Tuesday showed 
how Farage poses as an “anti-establish-
ment” outsider—while he is part of the  

super-rich elite who are fleecing us all. 
“Do we want leaders that know how 
to make money? We need successful 
people, particularly from business, in 
government,” he said.

Farage squares the circle by  
pushing racism and bigotry, blaming 
immigration and multiculturalism for 
Britain’s “national decline.”  

“While this pile-on on Reform UK 
continues, the boats continue to cross 
the channel,” he said. 

He claimed that “men can’t wear 
watches and women can’t wear  
jewellery on the streets” of London  
anymore in a racist dogwhistle. 

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) has led 

a vibrant and determined campaign to 
expose Reform UK as racists which has 
kept their vote down.

Samira Ali from SUTR told Socialist 
Worker, “Farage has been exposed 
again for being funded by the mega 
rich. 

“He takes millions from convicted 
fraudsters and crypto billionaires. 

“He pretends he stands for ordinary 
people but is backed by billionaires

“Let’s pile the pressure on to force 
him out in Clacton.” 

Get ready for mass, anti-racist  
campaigning in Clacton—a blow 
against Farage will be a blow against 
the whole of the far right. 

join the
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FAR RIGHT fraudster Nigel Farage is painting himself as the victim 
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Thousands 
blockade far 
right AfD 
conference 
in Germany
by PAT MEUSEL in Erfurt

T E N S  O F t h o u s a n d s  o f 
anti‑fascists from across 
Germany mobilised in Erfurt 
on Saturday to blockade the 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
party’s conference.

Anti-racists marched through 
the city centre to the site of the 
conference—and, that morning, 
eight blockades stopped traffic in 
every direction.

“As soon as it was announced 
that the AfD would be holding its 
conference in Erfurt, this became a 
priority,” protester Irmi told Socialist 
Worker. 

“Speaking to anti-racist activists 
in Erfurt, they tell me that they’ve 
knocked on more than 20,000 doors 
in the last month alone.

Relentlessly
“But activists across the country have 
been building for it relentlessly—
and you see the results today. 

“There are anti-fascists here from 
more than 80 cities and towns.” 

The counter-demonstration was 
called by Widersetzen, a broad 
alliance that brings together civil 
society organisations, political 
parties, student groups and trade 
unions. 

There were banners from the 
Greens and the Labour-type SPD, 
the trade union Ver.di and Stand 
Up To Racism (Aufstehen gegen 
Rassismus). 

Widersetzen means both “resist” 
and “sit down”.

And that was part of a two‑pronged 
approach on the day.

Activists  blockaded major 
motorways into Erfurt.

Sophie, an anti-racist campaigner 
in the left wing Die Linke party was 
one of around 500 activists who set 
off on Friday, on overnight buses 
from Munich to Erfurt, to take part 
in this action.

“At 5am, a few miles outside of 
Erfurt, we sat down in the middle 
of the motorway so we could stop 
any fascists trying to get to the 
conference,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

The blockades did succeed in 
stopping some fascists from making 
it to the conference.

However, many AfD delegates 
were already on the conference floor.

Shamefully, they were bussed in 
during the early hours of the morning 
with the help of the police.

For a party that poses as an 
anti-establishment force, that is 
humiliating. 

But the anger wasn’t directed at 
the AfD alone.

Stefan, a teacher from Hamburg, 
said there was rage against the cuts 
being pushed by Friedrich Merz’s 
right wing coalition government. 

Rage
While the AfD met in Erfurt,  
Friedrich Merz announced “reforms” 
that attack workers. It’s made it 
harder for them to take time off 
work sick and raised the retirement 
age, for example.  

“On the anti-racist bloc, there were 
calls for an intifada against cuts, 
against attacks on workers pensions 
and wages,” he told Socialist Worker. 
“There is an anger at the system as 
a whole.” 

Paula, a student from Reutlingen, 
near Stuttgart, said the Palestine 
movement had politicised her.

“Witnessing the ongoing genocide 
in Gaza, I knew I had to get involved,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 

“But I know I also have to be 
involved in the fight against the 
fascism of the AfD. It’s important to 
make a stand, to show that we are 
all ready and willing to fight against 
fascism,” she said.

‘AfD threatens all of Germany,’ 
says anti-fascist activist
THE AFD’S choice of Erfurt, capital 
of the German state of Thuringia was 
provocative for two reasons. First, 
Thuringia is home to Björn Höcke, 
the leader of the dominant fascist 
wing of the AfD—“Der Flügel”. 

Second, the conference was 
scheduled to start a hundred years 
to the day since the Nazis held their 
first conference after a failed coup.

In 1923, Adolf Hitler and the 
Nazis attempted to seize power in 
Bavaria, in the Beer Hall Putsch. 
The party’s first public conference 
after that was in Weimar, a city less 
than fifteen miles from Erfurt, on 
4 July 1926.  

It’s part of a radicalisation to 
the right for the AfD. The party 
was founded in 2013 as a hybrid 
organisation, bringing together 
fascists, right wing populists and 
traditional conservatives.

In the beginning, it was led by a 
Eurosceptic wing. But since 2015, 
that layer of the leadership has been 
replaced and its programme has 
become more overtly racist. 

And this continued at conference. 
Alice Weidel and Tino Chrupalla 
were re-elected as the party’s 
co‑leaders. 

Weidel has demonstrated a 
willingness to continue working 
with the fascist Björn Höcke. 

But this is not without its 
contradictions. One of the decisions 
taken at conference, for example, 
was to define the family as “father, 
mother and children”.

That drew criticism from Weidel, 
who is raising two children with 
her partner. She said, “I don’t agree 
with that. I live a bit differently.”

At a press conference on Friday, 
Suraj Mailitafi, a spokesperson for 

Widersetzen made clear how many 
people an AfD government would 
put in danger.

“When I came to Germany in 
2010, I could never have imagined 
one day blocking an AfD party 
conference.

“But I also could never have 
imagined that one day there would 
be a party in Germany that would 
target people like me as the enemy, 
because we are black, migrants and 
Muslims. 

“It would pose a danger for 
black people, for people of colour, 
for LGBT+ people, for women, for 
people with disabilities, for asylum 
seekers and refugees, for poor 
people, for Muslims and for Jews.”

In Saxony-Anhalt, another 
eastern state, the AfD are set to win 
a majority in September. 

But they are riding high in 
national polls, with the most 
recently published one putting 
support for the fascist party at 
27 percent. That makes them the 
most popular political party in the 
country. 

“The AfD is a threat to all of 
Germany, not just the east,” Stefan 
said.
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We want to fight 
against attacks on 
workers. There is 
anger at the 
system as a whole

‘‘ 
AfD co-leaders Tino Chrupalla and 
Alice Weidel
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WHAT WE THINK

MILLIONS OUT IN IRAN 
AND AGAINST TRUMP

DONALD TRUMP wanted millions in the streets of 
Washington DC last weekend celebrating 250 years  
of the US. 

Instead, he was met with millions on the streets of 
Tehran, the Iranian capital, calling for his death. 

When Trump and Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
launched the war on Iran in February, they were confident that 
the regime would fall quickly. 

In January, the Iranian regime had slaughtered protesters on 
the streets opposing skyrocketing prices. They were part of a 
cycle of revolt over neoliberalism and authoritarianism that 
showed how the regime was losing its legitimacy. 

Flash forward, millions of people were out mourning former 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and waving red flags of revenge.  

The US and Israel were never going to bring liberation—and, 
far from weakening the regime, they have bolstered its position. 

Socialist Worker stands for the military defeat of the US and 
Israel in their war on Iran. 

When Iranian rockets fell on US military bases and Israel, we 
were among the people cheering. 

But that doesn’t mean socialists should give political support 
for the Iranian regime. It is not a principled or consistent “anti-
imperialist” force—and the situation in Gaza is a reminder.

Hamas, the Palestinian national liberation organisation, 
announced this week that it would transfer authority to the 
National Committee for the Administration of Gaza (NCAG). 

The NCAG describes itself as a “transitional, technocratic and 
apolitical Palestinian committee”, but was set up under Trump’s 
colonial land grab in January.

The Palestinian resistance has not dissolved itself and it has 
not disarmed. And why should it when Israel, the aggressor, has 
not? But that remains the demand of the US and Israel.

The Palestinian resistance has fought like lions in Gaza, but 
Hamas’ strategy still relied on support from states in the region. 

Qatar, which hosted Hamas’ political leadership, has put 
pressure on the group. 

After Israel bombed Qatar last summer, Trump used it as an 
opportunity to promise closer military cooperation with the US.   

In negotiations, the Iranian regime said the US and Israel had 
to stop their offensives across the region.

But Palestine was never on the table in these talks. 
The Iranian regime is hoping to reintegrate into the global 

system on more favourable terms and put its own interests first. 
The road to liberation of Palestine does not lie with any “anti-

imperialist” regime in the region.
It lies with millions of workers and the poor challenging 

imperialism, neoliberalism and their own rulers.

FLAGGING UP FOOTBALL

ONLY LAST summer, racists were hanging England flags on 
lampposts to intimidate black and brown people.

This summer, that same flag is going up again, but this 
time it is rebranded as “patriotism” or “pride”. England’s success in 
the men’s football World Cup has been used to cultivate a friendly 
face of nationalism. 

But English nationalism is never progressive—nor is waving 
the flag. From the “plantation of Ulster”, to the enslavement 
of millions of Africans and the systematic starvation of Bengal, 
nationalist symbols were designed to foster pride in a murderous 
system. 

In the 19th century, Tory prime minister Benjamin Disraeli 
spoke of upholding the “empire of England”. 

It was a conscious ploy to make working class people identify a 
shared common interest with the politicians, bankers and bosses. 

The notion of English superiority was used as the glue to try to 
bind them together. 

Ahead of England’s match against the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, England fans were heard saying, “We’ve colonised them 
once, we’ll colonise them twice.”

The ruling class wants us to believe that everyone can be drawn 
together under these flags and football shirts.

But there’s no such thing as progressive patriotism—it’s time 
the left flagged up the problem. 

TENS OF thousands of 
anti‑fascists flocked to the city 
of Erfurt (main) 
They were protesting at the far 
right AfD’s conference—‘No 
patience for Nazis’ (above)
Activists occupied motorways  
to block delegates from 
entering the conference, but 
many of the far right were 
bussed in over night with 
police protection (left)

Mass and militant action will be 
needed to stop the far right
MASS AND militant mobilisations, 
like the one seen on Saturday, will 
need to be repeated.

But there will also need to be 
patient work in every community, 
school, university and workplace. 

This will be crucial in combatting 
the purchase that the AfD’s 
arguments have won in some 
workplaces.  

Polling has suggested that 
19 percent of trade unionists in 
Germany are willing to vote for the 
AfD.

It’s necessary for activists in trade 
unions to take on racist arguments 
in their workplaces. 

And it’s crucial for them to win 
their unions to playing a more active 
role in the anti-racist struggle as 
well. 

The turnout on Saturday’s 
demonstration was massive, and 
overwhelmingly young. 

Broad
But it could have been even 
bigger and broader, with more 
representation from trade unions. 

But anti-racists will need to win 
not only the argument that the AfD 
are no friends of the working class.

They’ll need to offer a real 
alternative to the rotten system as a 
whole. 

Because it’s the failures of the 
ruling parties that have helped fuel 
the rise of the AfD. 

“This is no wonder, when the 
ruling parties do nothing to fix the 
problems we all face. 

“Many people are angry. But 
Merz strengthens the AfD with his 
inhumane and racist policies,” Suraj 
said. 

And it’s not only Merz and the 

Tory-type CDU/CSU. In the last 
election, every party, with the 
exception of Die Linke, ran on 
programmes that pushed racism. 
They laid the ground for AfD to 
surge.

But there is every reason to 
think there’s an audience for an 
alternative, socialist argument.

In the last year alone, Germany 
has seen not just mass mobilisations 
against the AfD, but against the 
genocide in Gaza and a renewed 
drive to war as well. 

In September 2025, more than 
100,000 people came out for 
Germany’s biggest ever Palestine 
protest. This is despite violent 
suppression of the Palestine 
movement from the state and police.

And since December 2025, tens 
of thousands of school students 
have come out on strike against the 
reintroduction of conscription.

Irmi said that on her way to 
Erfurt, she talked to several people 
on the train who expressed an 
interest in socialism. “They were 
angry, and looking for answers. 
Some will be pulled by the AfD, but 
we can win more to our side,” she 
said.

Germany’s biggest protest for	

Palestine 
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Marxism Festival debates how to 
stop international far right

Thousands of socialists from across the globe gathered in Shoreditch, east London, to debate 
revolutionary strategies, Palestine, anti-racism and culture, writes Frankie Murden

OVER 3,000 people came 
together last weekend for 
Marxism Festival in east 
London.

W o r k e r s ’  p o w e r  t o  
confront the horrors of the 
world was at its heart.

The festival opened with 
speeches from striking 
Institute of Cancer Research 
workers and Unite trade 
union members. They have 
just finished 13 days of 
strikes and are going out for 
four more weeks. 

Str iker  Cai t l in  sa id, 
“Myself and colleagues drive 
and support some of the best 
new drug discoveries in the 
field and we were on strike 
for the first time in 117 years.

“We’ve been ignored trying 
to engage management. 

“And so we’ve been forced 
into industrial action to force 
them back to the negotiation 
table.

“They never thought we’d 
do it—and we actually never 
thought we’d have to. 

“But here we are, 13 days 
in and we’ve just served 
another four weeks.”

Debates at Marxism ranged 
from how to confront the 
rise of the far right, women’s 
liberation, to the attacks from 
the state on trans+ people 
and migrants. 	

There were also sessions 
on culture, such as a panel on 
Why Jazz Still Matters that 
discussed the political origins 
of jazz, how capitalism turns 
music into a commodity, and 
how cuts make it impossible 
for kids to learn music in 
schools today.

Experiences 
Yujeong, along with other 
members  o f  Worker ’ s 
Solidarity, travelled over 
18-hours from South Korea 
to attend the festival. They 
told Socialist Worker, “I came 
because I wanted to hear 
the experiences of people 
internationally.

“ S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e i r 
exper ience of  the  far 
right and fascists who are 
running rampant and how 
the left have successfully 
blocked them.”

Gerry Carroll is a member 
of the Northern Ireland 
Assembly for People Before 
Profit, a socialist organisation 
across Ireland. He explained 
that the historic anti-racist 

demonstrations in Ireland 
recently were only possible 
because  o f  o rgan i sed 
anti-fascists. 

“The demonstrat ions 
weren’t  a spontaneous 
miracle .  Revolut ionary 
socialists were at the heart 
of it.”

The debate about how we 
combat women’s oppression 
was vital. The meeting on the 
Epstein Files—What Causes 
Violence Against Women was 
packed. 

Much of the discussion 
focused on why the victims of 
Jeffrey Epstein and his ruling 
class collaborators were 
overwhelmingly working 
class. 

One speaker recalled the 
attitude of the police during 
the hunt for the Yorkshire 
Ripper in the 1970s. They 
didn’t care when it was sex 
workers being murdered. 

Another speaker talked 
about the role of artificial 
intelligence in intensifying 
violent attitudes to women. 

Contributions emphasised 
the need to tackle all forms 
of sexism and to fight for a 
different society.

In the meeting on Women 
and the Far Right, Sage from 
Women Against The Far 
Right Scotland (WAFR) in 
St Andrews, said, “The elite 
give the far right such a big 
platform, which means that 
WAFR needs to be as loud, 
as big, as noisy and as visible 
as possible.”

Author Alyssa Battistoni 

discussed the arguments 
around ecology in her book 
Free  Gi f t s—Capita l i sm 
and the Politics of Nature. 
She said, “It’s impossible 
to understand the politics 
of nature today without 
understanding capitalism.”

Confront
For many attending the most 
pressing question was how 
to confront Zionism and the 
war machine and how we 
can achieve liberation for 
Palestine

In one session Rob 
Ferguson outlined why 
Zionism has played a 
beneficial role for the 
British empire and 
US imperialism. 

He said, “The key 
focus for a strategy 
that  can push 
i m p e r i a l i s m 
back is to target 

our own state and arms 
industry.”

Anya, a Palestine activist 
from London, argued for a 
strategy that combines the 
radical tactics of direct action 
campaigns with a focus on 
taking on the British state.

Nida Jafri spoke on behalf 
of the Brize Norton 6, who 
are currently imprisoned 

o v e r  a l l e g e d 
vandalism of 

war planes. 
S h e 
slammed 
t h e 

authoritarian oppression 
pushed by Keir Starmer’s 
Labour government. 

Burning
Pointing to Nigel Farage’s 
racist, inciting remarks Nida 
said, “Our collective rage is 
not cold. 

“It is burning. It is precise 
and it is directed at the 
structures that demand our 
silent complicity.”

Everyday we’re told to 
accept this world. Accept 
low wages, war, crumbling 
services, racism and sexism. 

Striking cancer researcher 
worker and Unite rep, Teige,  
responded to this. “We’re 
told this is just how the world 
works. 

“Well, we’re on strike and 
we’re not going back till we 
win. That’s how the world 
works. We need to take the 
power back.”

DISCUSSION AND debate were at the heart of Marxism 2026	 Pictures: Dave Gilchrist

Speakers Ameen Hadi (top) 
and Lisa Minerva Luxx 
(above)

WHAT WE 
THOUGHT...
l I SEE Marxism as an 
amazing gift, to be immersed 
in politics for four days. It 
allows us to go deeper into 
things and start to be able 
to think. In our daily lives we 
don’t really get to explore 
those ideas deeply enough 
and listen to people and learn 
from them.
Natalie, Exeter
 
lI’M AT Marxism because 
I’ve seen the state of the 
world, the state of our 
current politicians, the 
failures systematically that 
we’ve had over the last 
20 years. 

I feel like this is the only 
way we can make a change.
Fred, east London 

lIN MY COUNTRY there was 
a spontaneous uprising that 
got co-opted by the right. 
So, I’m very curious about 
what strategies the left are 
thinking about in engaging 
the working class.

Specifically, I am 
interested around 
the tensions between 
spontaneity and 
organisation.  

And I am interested in 
what can the tradition of 
revolutionary socialism 
contribute at this moment.

I’m here wanting to meet 
a lot of different groups 
from across the world and 
to make those kinds of 
connections and learn how 
to grow and what’s needed.
Zara from Canada,  
originally from  
Bangladesh

lI’M LOOKING forward to 
keeping in touch with the 
current debates, to organise 
and to forge alliances in the 
fights ahead.
Helena, Peru

lTHIS IS MY fourth time at 
Marxism. 

And this year is 
particularly important 
on the anti-fascist front 
because the far right are on 
the rise across Europe and  
we need to organise and 
build international solidarity 
against them.
Pavel, Czech RepublicJess Walsh speaking at Marxism 2026
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Labour’s 
billions for  
war machine 
starves our 
public services
Labour’s ‘defence investment plan’ 
will make you poorer—and less 
safe, writes Frankie Murden
KEIR STARMER’S parting shot 
last week was pouring £15 billion 
more into the pockets of arms 
manufacturers and the generals.

This will see the total defence 
budget hitting £80 billion by 2029.

Labour leadership hopeful Andy 
Burnham has backed this spending 
plan.

Healthcare
Around 10 percent of people with 
long-term health conditions cannot 
afford the prescriptions they need. 

It would cost the government 
£600 million to fund this.

This may seem like a huge 
amount of money. But it is 
miniscule compared to the £790 
million that is going towards 
“enhancing protection of the British 
homeland and overseas bases from 
air, drone and missile threats”.

Some £1 billion alone could fund 
24,800 nurses’ training for a year. 
This would go a huge way to plug 
the 29,000 vacancies in nursing in 
the NHS.

The NHS has a long-term plan to 
create 197,000 nursing positions in 
the next decade. 

A £15 billion investment in NHS 
recruitment could nearly double 
that. Another £1 billion would pay 
8,200 consultant doctors for a year.

The recent heatwave has 
highlighted how ill-equipped 
Britain is to deal with climate 
chaos. According to the King’s Fund 
health and social care think tank, 
only £1.7 billion would be needed 
to “climate proof” these sectors.

Education
Schools have lost at least £3.2 billion 
in real terms since 2010.

More than this—£5 billion 
alone—will go to fund a new drone 
campaign over the next four years.

New defence secretary Dan 
Jarvis claims this will “give our 
extraordinary people the equipment 
they need to fight and win”.

The 200,000 drones used every 
month in Ukraine have turned the 
Donbas into a meat grinder.

Housing
In his speech on Monday, Burnham 
promised that housing was his “top 
priority”. But currently as little 
as 0.8 percent of Britain’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) is put 
towards housing.

The proposed £14.5 billion 
towards defence spending could 
build at least 56,000 new council 
housing and put a real dent in 
the 1.34 million people currently 
on waiting lists for social housing.

Jobs
The Labour government claims 
that this additional defence  
spending will create nearly 60,000 
jobs in British industry by 2030.

Unions such as Unite and GMB 
have long cited job creation as a 
reason to pour money into arms.

But, according to the Campaign 
For  Nuc lear  D i sarmament , 
defence creates very few jobs 
compared with other sectors. In 
care and social work, £1 million of 
invetsment creates 19.8 jobs. And 
the same amount creates 14.9 jobs 
in education.

The same amount of funding into 
the defence and military sectors  
creates only 9.4 jobs.

Worker s  shou ld  demand 
investment in jobs outside the arms 
industry. 

And we should campaign to stop 
the war machine at home.

Labour’s ‘defence investment plan’ 
increases the risk of more deadly wars
THE LEADERS of Unite and GMB, 
two of the largest trade unions 
in Britain, welcomed the defence 
plans as good for jobs.

Green Party leader Zack 
Polanski said defence has to 
address “cyber attacks, food 
and water insecurity, pandemics 
and climate breakdown”.

But he played up the idea 
that Britain faces “aggressive 
foreign powers”—meaning that 
“defence spending” is justified.

These sorts of arguments 
don’t stack up—and the left 
should stand against military 
spending.

Imperialism
First, it’s justified by the fantasy 
that Russian imperialism has 
Britain and Europe in its sights. 

Russia wants to dominate its 
“near abroad”, Ukraine and the 
other states that were once part 
of the Soviet empire.

 Here, it has been competing 
for dominance with the US, 
Nato and the European Union 
since the 1990s.

This rivalry intensified in 
the 2010s—and escalated into 
a proxy war that has turned 
Ukraine into a slaughterhouse.

Supporting Western arms—
or “peace keeping” troops—in 

Ukraine means pouring fuel 
onto the fire. 

It means intensifying the 
imperialist competition that 
is the root cause of the war in 
Ukraine.

Second, an arms race is a 
never-ending competition—
with deadly potential. 

If you increase military 
spending, your rival will do the 
same to match you. 

The arms firms and state 
bureaucrats linked to those 
industries and generals see 
their fortunes linked to ever 
increasing defence spending.

Europe’s military spending 
was £359 billion in 2024—
around 12 percent higher in real 
terms than the previous year.

That’s much higher than 

Russia’s £115 billion. But 
European states point out 
that Russia’s has increased 
to 6.7 percent of gross 
domestic product (GDP)—over 
40 percent higher than in 2024.

Increasing
And so the politicians and 
arms dealers say they’ve got to 
keep increasing it further still. 
This means we risk deadly war 
between nuclear-armed states.

We also pay the price at home 
as more resources are ploughed 
into arms rather than things we 
actually need.

The labour movement should 
organise around the slogan 
“welfare not warfare” and fight 
the Labour party’s war against 
working class people.

DISABILITY RIGHTS activists demanding money for welfare not weapons		  Picture: Guy Smallman

Soldiers on the outskirts of Kyiv in Ukraine walk amid destroyed tanks

Starmer hiked defence budget
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 HOW ISRAEL 
WEAPONISES 
PALESTINE’S 
WATER SUPPLY 

I
SRAEL’S ASSAULT on Gaza over 
the past two and a half years has 
exposed its brutality to the world. 
The images on our screens show 
the deadly impact of airstrikes 
and the suffering of displaced 

people forced to live in freezing tents. 
Genocide, for many people, means 

mass murder of a people or causing 
them bodily harm. 

But genocide is multi-dimensional. 
It also means “deliberately inflicting on 
the group conditions of life calculated to 
bring about its physical destruction, in 
whole or in part,” according to the UN.

Israel is systematically undermining 
Palestinians’ access to the thing that 
sustains all life—water. 

As Eyal Weizman writes in the book 
Ungrounding, Israel has aimed to reduce 
Gaza to nothing but scorched earth, 
where even the locations of former farms 
and homes are no longer discernible. 

“The surviving population of Gaza 
was reduced to bare existence, subject 
to unrelenting hunger and thirst under 
the ever-present hum of killer drones 
and bomber jets,” he writes. 

The severe shortage of water faced by 
Palestinians is not a natural outcome of 
living in a Middle Eastern desert. It is 
an effect of the systematic use of thirst 
as a weapon. 

Rainfall in Jerusalem is comparable to 
that in Berlin. Prior to Israel’s foundation, 
Palestinian farmers were able to grow 
a variety of crops such as olives, citrus 
fruits, watermelons, cucumbers and 
grains, including for export. They made 
use of the possibilities for irrigation as 

well as the fertile soils.  Even in the south 
of the country where rainfall is lower, 
farmers were able to adapt. In drought 
years they might not be able to grow 
wheat. But they could grow barley that 
is more able to withstand dry conditions. 

Yet colonisers were influenced by racist 
assumptions that the south of Palestine 

was a desert wasteland that needed to 
be tamed by civilised Europeans. The 
idea that “Israel made the desert bloom” 
seeped into the popular consciousness. 

For decades, Israel was an extremely 
unsustainable user of water. Through 
much of the 20th century, drought was 
a source of anxiety for Zionist settlers as 
agriculture soaked up a large portion of 
the water supply. 

But Israel has seen rising economic 
growth and technological development. 
It now promotes itself as a world leader in 
water management, especially the use of 
desalination plants and a mega‑pipeline 
known as the National Water Carrier. 
Israel promotes an image that is in stark 
contrast with its surrounding countries 
which are still facing a water crisis. 

In the 21st century, Israel began to 
produce so much water that exported 
water to  surrounding  states. A 2014 

article in the Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
argues, “Now, the ability to produce all 
the water that’s needed, whether for 
human consumption or for agriculture, 
may soon change our way of life and per-
haps even bring peace closer.”

Israel exported water to Jordan in 
exchange for energy from solar power. 
This was part of the apartheid state’s 
project of normalising its existence with 
Arab states. 

Managed
Glowing promotional videos began 
to talk about Israel’s “water miracle”. 
Israeli engineers came to see climate 
breakdown as a technological problem 
that can be managed with innovation and 
financial investment. But the problem of 
supplying people with access to water is 
not only an issue of technology. 

It cannot be resolved without 
addressing the power Israel has over 
Palestinians’ water supplies. 

As journalist Charlotte Silver writes, 
we shouldn’t accept Israel’s claims to 
water supremacy at face value. “Israel 
doesn’t have a ‘water problem’ because it 
steals water from Palestinians,” she says. 

Israel controls the mountain aquifer, 
an underground water source. Most of 
this water source lies underneath the 
West Bank. But Israel over extracts 
water from it, pillaging resources from 
occupied land. 

It also takes more of its share of the 
coastal aquifer that it shares with Gaza. 
Israel has diverted water from Wadi 
Gaza so that it never reaches the strip. 
And it has dramatically depleted the 

In Gaza, Palestinians 
drink poisonous 
water (above) In 
Tel Aviv, Israelis go to 
waterparks (left) Eyal 
Weizman, author of 
Undegrounding (below)

Rainfall in 
Jerusalem is 
comparable to that 
in Berlin 

‘‘ 

The Israeli state claims it made the ‘desert bloom’. In 
reality, Israel steals water from the Palestinians and uses 
it as a weapon in its settle colonialist armoury, argues 
Camilla Royle

A Palestinian man holds a boy on a
 street flooded with sewage water
from a sewage treatment facility in
Gaza City in 2013. Israel has a long
term project to deprive Palestinians
of clean water
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River Jordan. 
Many Palestinian communities in the 

West Bank are forced to purchase water 
from the Israeli state-owned company, 
Mekorot. In the summer it cuts back the 
supply to the West Bank to meet higher 
seasonal demand in Israeli settlements.  

All talk of making the desert bloom 
is meaningless when Israel has created 
an artificial desert for the Palestinians. 

Climate breakdown is set to increase 
drought as the temperature rises. The 
region will also be hit by periodic bursts 
of very heavy rainfall. 

Extreme weather conditions will 
impact all the people living in the area 
of historic Palestine. But Israelis will be 
much more able to cope with its effects 
than Palestinians. 

While Israel cuts Palestine’s access 
to water, its citizens enjoy swimming 
pools in the city of Tel Aviv and escape 
to lush oases of green in national 
parks. Meanwhile, Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza are finding ways 
to survive. More than 90 percent of 
Palestinians in the West Bank store 
water on their rooftops to try to cope 
with shortages.  

In 2024, people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, 
started using solar power to pump water 
when the desalination plant had to be 
shut down through lack of fuel. 

These everyday acts of resistance to 
water theft should be celebrated. But 
Palestinians need a lasting political 
solution—the right to return to land 
they have been displaced from and to 
be free of Israeli occupation. 

90 percent of Gaza 
water facilities hit
SEVEN MONTHS on from the fragile 
ceasefire in Gaza, Israel continues 
to murder Palestinians, with over 
1,000 deaths since October.

Palestinians in Gaza also face the 
slow violence of severe limits on the 
amount of drinkable water they can 
access. 

According to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency, some 
90 percent of water and sanitation 
infrastructure in Gaza has been 
destroyed or damaged. Israel has 
repeatedly bombed the pipelines. 

Israeli restrictions mean it is 
difficult to bring spare parts and 
equipment into Gaza to fix destroyed 
infrastructure. There is a complete 
ban on steel and cement entering 
Gaza because Israel says these items 
can be used for military purposes. 

Israel maintains a military presence 
in 64 percent of Gaza, east of the 
“yellow line”. Sections of damaged 
pipeline within these areas can’t be 
repaired. And Israeli airstrikes have 
damaged the electricity supply for 
desalination plants. 

This means that the majority 
of Palestinians in Gaza rely on 
deliveries of water by road in trucks. 

Omar Saada in Khan Younis said, 
“We wake up as early as 6am to be 
able to collect water from the trucks. 
Before, it was available from early 
morning until after noon, but now it 
is usually just for two hours.

“It sometimes causes intestinal 
infections and stomach pain due to 
contamination, but we are forced to 
drink it because it is the only water 
available.”  

Killed 
Israel claims that Gaza has access to 
piped water via its state-owned water 
company, Mekorot. But the Israelis 
target water engineers and drivers. In 
April this year the Unicef aid agency 
suspended its operations after Israel 
killed two truck drivers in an airstrike. 

They were filling trucks at the 
Mansoura water filling point, the 
only operational truck filling point 
for the Mekorot water supply line 
serving Gaza City. Trucks from 
Mansoura deliver water to hundreds 
of thousands of people in the city. 

The sanitation crisis in Gaza is set 
to worsen as the weather gets hotter. 
Over a million displaced people in 
camps live without sewage networks. 

The limits on the amount of 
water available forces people to 
choose between drinking, cooking 
or washing. People report wounds 
becoming infected because people 
cannot wash them. Women do not 
have enough water to wash after 
menstruating or giving birth.  

Illegal settlers attack 
West Bank water 
supplies 
IN JANUARY this year, a video 
appeared of a man dressed in black 
smashing a water pipe with a hammer 
near the settlement of Ein Samia in the 
West Bank. 

The following month, masked 
settlers invaded the Ein Samia 
pumping station late at night, 
destroying pipes and monitoring 
equipment.

Workers fled in terror. The attack 
cut off water for 12 hours after. 

Mohammad Abu Ayyash, water 
operations director at the Jerusalem 
Water Undertaking, told CNN news 
that the pumping station had been 
attacked like this ten times in the first 
four months of the year. 

Infractructure
Since 2023, Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank have faced a rising 
wave of attacks by Israeli settlers.

These attacks focus on water 
infrastructure as the settlers try to 
force Palestinians to leave the land and 
claim it for themselves. 

According to the Pacific Institute 
think tank that tracks water-related 
conflicts, Israeli armed forces and 
settlers have attacked Palestinian water 
sources 250 times in the space of five 
years. 

There are also numerous accounts—
from the 1948 Nakba to today—of 
settlers poisoning wells by throwing 
in objects including used nappies and 
chicken carcasses. 

Palestinian farmer Mohammad 
Sawafta is from Bardala in the Jordan 
Valley. It is part of a huge swathe of 
land targeted for annexation in plans 
laid out by Israel’s finance minister 
Bezalel Smotrich last year. 

Sawafta used solar panels to draw 
water from a well to irrigate crops. But 
now he can no longer access the well 
and cropland. They have been fenced 
off by settlers. 

“We can’t reach the well, we go to it 
and they come immediately to us,” he 
said. “Why am I leaving and they are 
staying and grazing on my land?

“My dream and my hard work, 
30 years, all of it lost in one moment. 
For farming, for animals, for drinking, 
water is life. Without water, no life.”

The Israeli Defense Forces are 
meant to stop the attacks, which 
are illegal under both Israeli and 
international law. But the armed 
forces either do nothing or join in the 
violence. 

Depriving Palestinians in the West 
Bank of water is, according to the 
Israeli human rights organisation 
B’Tselem, a deliberate and carefully 
planned policy.

It is done so Israel “can rob them 
of what little possessions and land 
they have left and take over as much 
territory as possible, all in order to 
continue its settlement project and the 
dispossession of Palestinians.”

Israeli settlers attack Palestinian water supply in Ein Samia

Water truck in Gaza 
(top) Israeli soft drink 
firm Sodastream says 
it feels ‘demonised’ 
after its ad was banned 
(above)
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T
H E  O c ke n d e n 
Review is  the 
latest in a long 
line of scandals. 

It  exposes the staff 
s hortages, bul ly ing, 
sexism and racism that 
have led to the needless 
deaths of women and 
b a b i e s  i n  B r i t a i n ’s 
maternity services.

The disastrous collapse 
of maternity services we see 
today is one horrific aspect 
of a wider contradiction 
within the system. 

Maternity care is part of a 
wider “crisis of care” rooted 
not only in austerity and  
inequal i ty  but  in  the  
capitalist system itself. 

Birthing and raising 
children are necessary 
fo r  su s ta ined  cap i t a l 
accumulation.

But capitalism is driven 
by unlimited accumulation, 
which undermines the 
very processes of social 
reproduction it depends on. 

The bosses need us to 
have babies, but they also 
don’t want to spend money  
providing health care, or give 
us enough time off work to 
give birth and care for babies. 

They need us to replenish the 
labour force by raising children 
for free inside the privatised 
family. But they make this 
incredibly difficult by making 
us work long hours and pay 
exorbitant fees for private 
childcare.

The contradiction between 
profit-making and life-making 
is a constant feature of 
capitalism—but it is intensifying 
as the market increasingly 
dominates midwife care and 
childcare.  

Women are often the ones 
who give birth and care for 
young children while working 
outside the home, dealing with 
the cost of living crisis and 
coping with the decimation of 
welfare services. No wonder 
birth rates are tumbling not just 
in the Global North but across 
the world. 

In her book Going into 
Labour, Anna Fielder explains 
how childbirth might feel 
personal and intimate. But it is 
as much shaped by capitalism 
as every other area of our lives. 

Maternity services, whether 
public or private, are pressured 
to lower costs. Birth care 
is withheld where it is not 
profitable and expanded only 
where it is profitable. 

Individual choices are 
t h w a r t e d  b y  s y s t e m i c 
inequalities that deprive some 
of basic care and coerce others 
into accepting harmful interven-
tions. Sadly, this is nothing new.

T
H E  H I S T O R Y o f 
midwifery is a story 
of resistance to a 
developing medical 

establishment that reinforced 
colonial control and profited 
from women’s labour. 

The witch-hunts of the 16th 
and 17th centuries were bound 
up with hostility to women’s 
knowledge of childbirth and 

the use of traditional medicine. 
Across Europe, local govern-
ments and the Church began to 
force practicing midwives to take 
oaths renouncing witchcraft, 
magic and superstition. 

The Church of England 
decreed that the medicinal 
herbs used by midwives were 
ungodly and would taint “pure 
and clean” baptismal waters. 

When the Spanish colonised 
South America, historian David 
Harley writes, “colonising 

missionaries, bringing their 
European demonology, lumped 
native midwives together with 
other indigenous healers as 
witches”. 

I n  H a i t i ,  m i d w i v e s 
undermined the logic of slavery 
with their knowledge of African 
healing traditions and leadership 
roles within communities, writes 
historian Karol K Weaver.

When the slave trade began 
to decline, Caribbean plantation 
owners needed to ensure that 

enslaved women had babies. 
French surgeons took control 
of enslaved midwives. A 1765 
law prohibited them from  
delivering children without 
reporting to colonial authorities. 

The herbal expertise of 
enslaved people was understood 
to be both valuable and deeply 
suspicious by plantation owners 
and colonial doctors. 

Enslaved women in the 
US were subjected to horrific 
experiments, without anaes-
thetic, by physicians developing 
the field of gynaecology. 
Three black women, Anarcha 
Westcott, Lucy and Betsey, 
were “given” to James Marion 
Sims in the 1840s. Sims forced 
them to undergo the torture of 
gynaecological operations. Lucy 
and Betsey’s surnames were not 
even recorded. 

The legacies of the racist 
violence of the slave trade 
continue to shape childbirth in 
the US. 

I
N ENGLAND, poor women 
protested the growing 
influence of male doc-
tors. Elizabeth Nihell 

attacked doctors in her 
1760 Treatise on the Art of 
Midwifery for using forceps 
unnecessarily. She appealed 
to midwives to maintain the 
“naturalness” of birth. 

Childbirth was difficult 
and dangerous even with  
experienced and knowledgeable 
m i d w i v e s .  B u t  i t  w a s 
transformed by the industrial 
revolution. 

As people moved into towns, 
old support networks were  
ruptured. Children were born 
in filthy, disease-ridden slums. 

Crucially, women were 
drawn into the labour force. 
They worked for long hours 
in factories and mills which  
created a crisis of birth care and 
childcare.

During the 1850s, the  
official maternal mortality rate 
for England and Wales was 
47 per 10,000 births, which 
meant that around 31,000 
women died in childbirth over 
the decade. The real figure was 
much higher. 

Most died from puerperal 
fever, a highly contagious 
disease often spread by 
infected blood from medical 
interventions such as forceps.

One of the victims of 
puerperal fever was the writer 
and women’s rights activist 
Mary Wollstonecraft who died 
days after giving birth to her 
daughter, Mary Shelley. 

Many infants were stillborn 
or perished in their first year 
of life. 

But that didn’t mean they 
were less loved. Historian 
Ellen Ross describes how  
children were held constantly, 
nursed whenever was necessary 
and included in family and  
neighbourhood activities. The 
deaths of children were as 
tragic then as they are today.

B i r t h  c a m e  u n d e r 
increased medical scrutiny 
and management during the 
Victorian period. Medical 
men were keen to establish 

THE  HISTORY 
BEHIND 
MATERNITY 
SCANDALS 
The cruelty of maternity care has been exposed. Though 
the history is just as bloody and oppressive, it’s also full of 
women fighting back, writes Judy Cox

Midwifery is a 
history of 
resistance to 
the medical 
establishment

‘‘ 
Early midwives

WOMEN USED to share knowledge of pregnancy and birth among themselves
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Anarcha Westcott 
had forced 
experiments 
done on her by 
James Marion 
Sims (top) One 
of the earliest 
anatomical books 
on pregnancy 
was produced by 
William Hunter in 
the 1770s (above)

themselves as obstetric practi-
tioners and to exclude midwives. 

But poor women still relied 
on the local midwife. In London, 
up to 50 percent of births in 
the East End were midwife  
de l i ve red  whi le  in  the 
prosperous West End it was 
around 5 percent. But qualified 
doctors didn’t mean better care. 

U
NTIL THE widespread 
use of antisepsis in 
the 1880s, male prac-
titioners were more 

likely to carry infection by 
using unclean instruments 
and unclean clothing that 
had been used on operations 
and post mortems. 

Many local midwives, were 
experienced and effective, 
despite having no formal 
training and being banned 
from using new obstetric 
instruments.

In 1847, Sir James Young 
Simpson developed chloroform 
for use in childbirth. But its 
take-up was limited because 
of fears it made women act in 
drunken and lewd ways.

Many doctors also insisted 
that the pains and sorrows of 
childbirth exerted a moral influ-
ence on women in labour. They 
said the use of chloroform was an 
offence against God and nature. 

In response to this sexism, 
some radical women turned to 
midwifery. The early socialist 
Emma Martin practised as a 
midwife in the 1840s. She was 
barred from hospitals because 
of her atheism and worked from 
her home. 

The Midwives’ Institute 
was set up in 1881 to petition 
parliament for recognition. 
In 1902 the Midwives Act 
instituted midwife registration 
and set up the Central Midwives 
Board. Today it is known as the 
Royal College of Midwives.

T h i s  n e w  r e g u l a t o r y  
apparatus put midwifery on a 
better footing—but it excluded 
poorer women and increased 
the potential for birth care to 
be used for social control.

During the 20th century, at 
least 60,000 overwhelmingly 
black and Puerto Rican women 
were forcibly sterilised across 
the US. It is still being done in 
Ice detention centres. 

Racism and colonialism 
have always meant that some 
women are pushed to be moth-
ers, while others are denied the 
opportunity to give birth.

Mortality associated with 
childbirth in England and 
Wales fell between the 1930s 
and the 1980s because of the  
introduction of the NHS 
and improved treatment 
of  infect ions and blood 
transfusions.

But childbirth was still 
shaped by hostility to those 
who did not conform to the  
traditional family. Between 
1949 and 1976, around 
215,000 babies were taken from  
unmarried mothers in Britain 
and placed for adoption. 

Professor Suellen Miller 
argues in her article, Beyond 
Too Little, Too Late and Too 
Much, Too Soon that a lack of 

basic care leads to maternal and 
infant deaths, but overusing 
medical interventions can also 
cause harm. 

T
O D A Y ,  W E  a r e 
witnessing the ide-
alisation of natural 
chi ldbirth—which 

the National Childbirth 
Trust describes as more 
“satisfying” than a C-section. 

G r a n t l y  D i c k - R e a d 
popularised the idea of  
“natural childbirth” in the 
1940s. He suggested that as 
“primitive” women could give 
birth without pain control, 
white women could learn to do 
the same—as long as they had 
men to guide them.

Many women and pregnant 
people understandably want 
to take control of the birthing 
process and avoid unnecessary 
medical interventions. 

But an earlier Ockenden 
Report into disastrous failings 
at the Telford and Shrewsbury 
Trust found that pressure to 
avoid C-sections meant women 
were denied treatment—with 
fatal results. 

The Free Birth Society 
profits from promoting natural 
childbirth through online 
courses, podcasts and videos—
but the organisation has been 
linked to multiple cases of 
stillbirth, neonatal deaths and 
serious harm.  

Scandals in our maternity 
wards are an indictment of  
austerity, racism, misogyny and 
of capitalism itself. 

We need to fight for real choice 
supported by properly‑funded,  
women-centred care. 

That means challenging the 
logic of the system that puts 
profit before the lives of women 
and babies. 

READ 
MORE
lGoing into 
labour—
Childbirth in 
capitalism 
by Anna Fielder 
£20.99
Available at 
Bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk
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Why national liberation 
alone is not enough

WHY HAVE so few revolutions 
succeeded? One answer to 
this question is provided 
by the theory of deflected 
permanent revolution.

In the previous column, 
we explored how Leon 
Trotsky’s theory of permanent 
revolution established that 
in less developed countries 
the working class can lead 
revolutions that combine 
democratic and socialist aims.

This theory was vindicated 
in Russia in 1917.

But none of the revolutions 
throughout the 20th century 
developed from democratic 
demands to socialism or 
spread internationally.

Tony Cliff, one of the 
founders of the Socialist 
Workers Party, returned to the 
theory of permanent 
revolution in 1963 to 
understand why.

According to Trotsky’s 
theory, only workers were 
capable of leading a 
revolution, national 
bourgeoisies were too weak 
and cowardly.

But the revolutions in China 
in 1949 and Cuba in 1959 
were not led by workers. 

Mao Zedong’s army was 
based on peasants in the 
countryside. A guerrilla group 
led by Fidel Castro overthrew 
a US backed dictator in Cuba. 

Workers
In neither Beijing nor Havana 
did revolutionary workers 
force the “democratic” 
revolution towards 
socialist liberation.

And they were not 
exceptional. Other 
anti‑colonial revolts—
in Ghana, India, 
Egypt, Indonesia and 
Algeria—deviated from 
Trotsky’s theory.

Cliff identified elements 
of the theory that held true 
and those that did not.

The bourgeoisie 
remained as cowardly 
as Trotsky predicted.

But it was not inevitable 
that workers assumed 
leadership of the revolution. 

Cliff explained, “While 
the conservative, cowardly 
nature of a late-developing 
bourgeoisie is an absolute 
law, the revolutionary 

character of the young 
working class is neither 
absolute nor inevitable.” 

When the class that has 
traditionally carried out a 
historical task is absent, a 
different group steps in.

In many of the anti-colonial 
revolutions, this group was 
the intelligentsia—students, 
clerical workers, journalists 
and writers. They positioned 
themselves as leaders in the 
struggle against colonialism—
but above all, they were the 
“manipulators of the masses”.

In a period of nationalist 
struggles against imperialism, 
a revolutionary intelligentsia 
can provide a coherent and 
confident leadership.

These leaders have 
advantages over others in 
society. They were able to 
develop their capacity to 
organise and to lead struggles 
in the clubs, associations and 
student unions that existed 
across the colonial world 
prior to decolonisation.

Cliff said the intelligentsia, 
“hope for reform from above 
and would dearly love to 
hand the new world over to 
a grateful people, rather than 
see the liberating struggle of 
a self-conscious and freely 

associated people result in a 
new world for themselves.”

After the victory of national 
liberation, it was often this 
intelligentsia that assumed 
the place of the old ruling 
classes. But in the context of 
weak private capital, the state 
was the only lever on power. 

And so the Soviet Union—
by this time tragically 
controlled by a state capitalist 
ruling class—became the 
model for development.

Global
National self-sufficiency 
within a global economy—not 
international working class 
revolution—became the goal.

Trotsky argued that the 
revolution may start in Asia 
or Africa where the working 
class was less conservative 
and bureaucratised.

It was the task of 
revolutionary socialists in the 
developed West to extend and 
spread these revolutions.

Revolutionaries in the 
Global South can build 
socialist societies in 
alliance with successful 
struggles in the developed 
world. This was the heart 
of Trotsky’s theory of 
permanent revolution.

Cliff explained that in the 
absence of a revolutionary 
working class, different 
social forces would deflect 
liberation struggles from 
permanent revolution.

National liberation alone 
could not break the chains of 
global capitalism. That would 
need social liberation through 
working class self-activity 
combined with the leadership 
of a revolutionary party.

CELEBRATING ALGERIAN independence in 1962

The intelligentsia 
assumed the 
place of the old 
ruling classes

‘‘ 

TEACH YOURSELF 
MARXISM
with Judy Cox 



Come to a socialist meeting near you
THE Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) 
has branches all over 
Britain. We meet 
most weeks, usually 
on a Wednesday or 
Thursday, to discuss 
politics and to plan 
activities.

The branch 
meeting normally 
has a speaker who 
opens a discussion 
in which all are free 
to join in.

Afterwards, we 
plan the party’s 
involvement in 
local and national 
movements.

Our meetings are 
open to the public 
and we encourage 
participation. 

For a local branch, 
look at the list and 
scan the QR code.

Scotland
lAberdeen
lDundee
lEdinburgh
lGlasgow North
lGlasgow South 

North
lLancaster and 
Morecambe
lManchester
lNewcastle
lLiverpool
lWigan

Yorkshire and 
Humberside
lBradford
lHuddersfield
lHull
lLeeds
lSheffield and 
South Yorkshire
lYork and 
Scarborough
lWakefield

Midlands
lBirmingham
lBlack Country
lCoventry
lCrewe and Stoke
lChesterfield
lDerby	
lLeicester
lNottingham

London
lHackney
lHaringey	
lIslington
lNewham 	
lSouth London 
lSouth East  
London
lTower Hamlets	
lWaltham Forest
lWest and North 
West London

South west
lBristol
lDevon and Exeter
lDorset

lPlymouth and 
Cornwall
lPortsmouth 

East and 
south east
lBrighton and Hove
lBournemouth
lCambridge
lColchester
lEastbourne
lHarlow
lHastings
lKent
lNorthampton
lNorwich and 
East Anglia
lOxford
lSouthend

Wales
lCardiff
lSwansea
lWest Wales 

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. 

We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 

We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.

To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp
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BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop 

Death Rides Out: 
Imperialism in the 21st 
century 
by Tomáš Tengely-Evans, £12

Revolution and 
Counter-Revolution in 
the Spanish Civil War
by Héctor Puente Sierra, £15

What is the Real 
Marxist Tradition?
by John Molyneux with a new 
introduction by Martin Empson 
and Gyekye Tanoh, £10

Arise Ye Workers: 
Memoirs of a 
Revolutionary Docker
by Eddie Prevost, £11

Fascism, Stalinism 
and the United Front
by Leon Trotsky with a new 
introduction by Samira Ali, £12
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Reclaiming the radical Jewish 
alternative to Zionism today
Molly Crabapple’s new book Here Where We Live Is Our Country chronicles the radical 
history of the Bund and what we can draw from its experience, writes Alex Mayer

HERE WHERE We Live is Our 
Country, by Molly Crabapple, 
outlines a forgotten history of 
the Bund—a fiercely socialist, 
secular  and ant i -Zionist 
movement of radical Jews in the 
Russian empire. 

It chronicles the early Bundist 
leadership. They fought for working 
class unity and “self defence 
groups” against Pogroms and they 
organised mass strikes during the 
1905 Russian Revolution. 

Detailing the role the Bund 
played in the 1917 Russian 
Revolution, to the Jewish Fighting 
Organisation (ZOB) in the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, Crabapple explores 
a radical history of Jewish culture 
and resistance. 

The book is rich with details 
of the lives of individual Bundists 
who navigated the revolutionary 
currents of the period. 

One of the clearest lessons that 
we can take from Crabpapple’s 
account is how the resistance of the 
Bund challenges the rhetoric that 
Zionism advocates today. 

T h e  B u n d  f o u g h t  f o r 
internationalism and for working 
class solidarity. Crucially, they were 
fierce opponents of the Zionists. 
The term Do’ikayt in Yiddish was 
the foundation for Bundism—fight 
for “hereness”, as opposed to the 
“there” of Palestine. 

Alternative
Israel is increasingly able to assert 
its own interests in the Middle 
East—think of the genocide in 
Gaza, the bombing of Lebanon 
and the illegal settlements in the 
West Bank. With this in mind, it is 
important to continue to restate the 
radical alternative to Zionism. 

The conflation of Jewish history 
and identity with Israel by Zionists 
and mainstream historians means 
that Here Where We Live has been 
published at a significant time. 

Crabapple narrates this history, 
bringing to it her own emotions, 
thoughts and views. She paints a 
picture of the lives of individual 

Bundists, while telling the story of 
the organisation as a whole.  

The book brings together the 
rich life that Jewish revolutionaries, 
socialists and trade unionists had 
both inside the Bund, alongside 
their interactions with other 
Marxist, revolutionary and socialist 
organisations. 

The Bund’s political perspective 
was defined by the material 
experience of antisemitism, but also 
of the political questions facing the 
left during the period.

Crabapple’s description of the 
organisation is interspersed with her 
commentary on political questions 
from the Bundist political viewpoint. 

The Bund’s first conference 
after the February 1917 
outbreak of the 
Russian Revolution, 
c o m m i t t e d  t o 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
First  World War 
a n d  u p h o l d i n g 
t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l 
Government. 

This was in contrast 
to the Bolsheviks 
w h o  a r g u e d  f o r 
revolutionary defeatism 
and declared “all power 
to the Soviets”. Bundists 
rejected Lenin’s politics. 
After the Bolshevik‑led October 
Revolution, Workers Voice, the 
Bundist newspaper, ran the headline 
“The coup”. 

There is an implication by 
Crabapple that the Bundists were 
correct in their criticism of the 
Bolsheviks and that the descent to 
Stalinism was inevitable following 
the October Revolution. 

The Bund identified as Marxists. 
And while they would have identified 
as a class‑based internationalist 
organisation, they also “created a 
secular, socialist but specifically 
Jewish world”. 

Crabapple outlines in detail the 
radical movement they created 
in Poland. There they formed 
the National Council of Jewish 

Trade Unions. They challenged 
religious conservatism in the Jewish 
community. 

Bundist women founded Jewish 
Working Women, an organisation 
that provided day care centres, 
disseminated birth control informa‑
tion and campaigned for free child‑

care and equal pay. 
In January 1926, the 

Medem Sanatorium opened 
in Warsaw—a respite for 
poor children at risk of 
tuberculosis. The director, 
Victor Gilinsky, believed 
that adults and children 
were equal. The children 
governed themselves—they 
made their own newspaper 
and elected their own 
parliament. This is a radical 
view of education even 
today. 

The solidarity between the Bund 
and the Polish Socialist Party in 
the 1930s shows the importance of 
working class unity in the face of 
oppression today. 

In 1931 the Bund and the Polish 
Socialist Party marched together 
for the first time on May Day. The 
Polish socialists proposed to send 
a delegation to protect Jewish 
workers, and in return Jewish groups 
would protect Polish workers. 

Although the Bund declined, 
believing it important that Jewish 
groups protected themselves, 
the solidarity between the Polish 
Socialist Party and the Bund 
continued throughout the 1930s and 
into the Second World War.

When hundreds of ghettos were 
set up to hold Jewish people across 

Poland under Nazi occupation, resist‑
ance groups sprung up. The Polish 
Socialist Party—now underground—
said “The burden of all wars and 
subjugation forever falls on the work‑
ing man, regardless of nationality. 

“How degradingly cynical is the 
fact that the walls of the ghetto 
being raised by Polish and Jewish 
labourers are meant to become a 
barrier between them, as if different 
fates awaited them” 

A key lesson from the Bund was 
the need for united resistance against 
fascism. 

In July 1942, the start of the 
liquidation of the Warsaw Ghetto 
began, and thousands of Jewish 
residents were sent to the Treblinka 
death camp. 

By October, the young Bundists 
still left in the Warsaw Ghetto 
agreed to join the Jewish Combat 
Organisation ZOB, a coalition of 
Bundists, Communists and the left 
wing Zionist youth movement. Marek 
Edelman, author of The Ghetto 
Fights, was the Bundist commander. 

With support from the Polish 
Socialist Party, they smuggled a 

small amount of weapons into the 
Ghetto. The first act of ZOB was to 
shoot the second in command of the 
Jewish Police. 

Acts of resistance turned into a 
full uprising on 19 April 1943. The 
ZOB, as outlined by Crabapple. 
While the Nazis expected the fight 
to last for only a few days, the 
ZOB fought on for a month in the 
biggest act of Jewish resistance in 
the Second World War. Their action 
inspired other uprisings by Jews. 

Overwhelming
In the end, the Nazis used 
overwhelming military force to 
smash the resistance. 

Only a few fighters escaped—
including Edelman, who went on to 
fight in the general Warsaw uprising 
of 1944. He later became active in 
the Solidarity movement in Poland 
in the 1980s. He also supported the 
cause of Palestinian liberation. 

Where We Live is Our Country 
provides insight into the politics, life 
and experience of the Bund—and the 
fierce bravery of Jewish anti-Zionist 
resistance to fascism and racism. 
Throughout the book, Crabapple 
compares these experiences with 
the current period—from Black Lives 
Matter, to the experience of Syrian 
refugees and to the genocide in Gaza.

In a world where the view of the 
Israeli government dominates the 
historical narrative, it’s fitting that 
Crabapple’s final acknowledgement 
is to the people of Palestine. 
Here Where We Live Is Our 
Country by Molly Crabapple is 
available from Bookmarks for £25 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

           

THE CENTRAL committee of the National Conference of Bundist Councillors, in Poland in 1928

The Bund fought 
for working class 
solidarity and were 
fierce opponents 
of Zionism

‘‘ 

A Bundist demonstration in 1917

Molly  Crabapple
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Glasgow NHS admin 
workers ready to 
strike for re-banding

MORE THAN 100 NHS workers 
in Glasgow are preparing to 
strike after years of being 
underpaid despite taking on 
extra responsibilities.

Ward clerks, health visitor 
team leaders and payroll 
workers at NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde are 
demanding that their jobs are 
re-graded to reflect the work 
they now do.

They are currently on 
band 2, the lowest rung of the 
NHS pay ladder.

Some 98 percent of Unison 
members voted for strikes.

Workers say their duties 
have expanded significantly, 
but their pay has failed to 
keep pace.

They warn that strikes 
could hit hospitals across 
Glasgow if bosses refuse to 
settle the dispute. 

A walkout by 
administrative staff would 
disrupt essential functions, 
including processing 
paperwork, ordering 
equipment and supporting 
patient services.

Bosses are already 
showing signs of cracking, 
last week offering payroll 
workers seven years of 
backpay to reflect the way 
the workers have been 
underpaid.

Unison branch secretary 
Frances Carmichael, said, 
“These skilled workers are 
central to keeping hospitals 
running. 

“The overwhelming vote 
for strike action shows ward 
clerks’ strength of feeling.

“The health board must 
listen, recognise their value, 
and address the longstanding 
pay and grading concerns.”

Strikes punish 
Manchester bosses 
for overtime scam
CRITICAL CARE workers at 
the Northern Care Alliance 
in Greater Manchester are 
celebrating a victory in their 
long running fight against 
management attacks on their 
overtime rates.

Nurses, clinical support 
workers and housekeepers 
were furious that bosses had 
slashed their overtime pay. 

They demanded that staff 
working bank shifts for the 
NHS Professionals agency 
were paid the proper rate.

Management say that 
overtime rates will now be 
returned to their previous 
rate.

There were strikes at 
Salford Royal, Rochdale 
Infirmary, Royal Oldham and 
Fairfield General hospitals.

Unison’s Kevin Dolan, 
said, “The result sends 
a powerful message 
that NHS trusts cannot 
simply balance budgets 
by cutting our members’ 
wages and undermining 
nationally agreed terms and 
conditions.”

Brent school walkout  
NEU UNION members 
at Woodfield, a special 
educational needs and 
disabilities (Send) school in 
west London, walked out on 
strike Monday and Tuesday of 
this week.

They’ve already struck 
for 17 days in a dispute 
over Compass Learning 
Partnership’s move to “fire and 
rehire” support workers at the 
school. 

The trust has made 47 lead 
learning assistants redundant.

With the end of the school 
term approaching, the striking 
workers have stepped up 
action. They are set to walk out 
again on six days out of eight 
this week and next. 
nPicket lines at the Woodfield 
School, Glenwood Ave, London 
NW9 7LY, 8-9, 13-14 and 16-17 
July, from 7.30am. 

Oxford NEU
NEU MEMBERS at the Oxford 
Spires Academy walked out 
on strike last week in a dispute 
over restructuring. 

Workers voted 98 percent 
in favour of strike action, on a 
turnout of 65 percent. 

They have raised concerns 
with Anthem Schools Trust, 
which runs their school, over 
increased workload among 
other issues. 

The workers have also 
requested an independent 
review of spending. 

After Anthem raised school 
fees by 85 percent, members 
of the senior management 
team received big pay rises.

The workers are set to 
strike for two days this week, 
with further dates already 
announced for September. 
nPicket lines at the Oxford 
Spires Academy, Glanville Road, 
Oxford OX4 2AU, 8-9 July, from 
7.30am. 

Tower Hamlets 
NEU UNION members at 
Brick Lane School in Tower 
Hamlets, east London, are set 
to walk out two days this week 
in a dispute over terms and 
conditions. 

Brick Lane is a school 
for students with special 
educational needs and 
disabilities (Send). The workers 
have struck for 15 days in 2026. 

They’ve won recognition for 
the NEU in the workplace. And 
they’ve recruited 50 workers 
to the union. But there are still 
battles to be won. 

The school is run by a 
private equity firm, Outcomes 
First Group. The firm has  
millions in the bank but refuses 
to raise workers’ wages by 
£4,000 a year. 
nPicket lines at the Brick Lane 
School, Bacon St, London E2 
6DY, 8-9 July, from 8am. 

lNEU UNION members at 
St Paul’s Way Trust School, in 
east London, are set to walk 
out for one day this week and 
two next week in a dispute 
with management over a 
restructuring that would result 
in pay cuts and redundancies. 
nPicket lines at St Paul’s Way 
Trust School, 125 St Paul’s Way, 
London E3 4FT, 8 and 14-16 July.

HEALTH ROUND-UP NEU

At last! A chance to hit back 
at austerity and poor pay
LOCAL COUNCIL and school workers 
in England and Wales are set this 
week to vote on strikes over pay.

The Unison union members have 
rejected the government’s insulting 
3.3 percent pay offer.

The pay claim submitted by the 
GMB, Unite and Unison unions last year 
demanded an increase of £3,000 or 
10 percent (whichever is greater) for all 
workers.

They also demanded a minimum 
hourly rate of £15 an hour and a 
two‑hour reduction in the working week 
with no loss of pay.

The local government strike ballot is a 
vital start to the national fight over who 
pays for the cost of living crisis.

Unison is balloting members in 
strategically targeted employers until 6 
August. 

Camden council, in north London, 
is among them. Liz Wheatley, from the 
borough’s Unison branch, told Socialist 
Worker how they are organising for the 
ballot.

“We’re holding stalls in various council 
buildings. We are also sending leaflets to 
every school and to union meetings,” she 
said.

“We are getting speakers into union 
meetings, and we’ll also be leaflet‑
ing the main council building on three 

mornings this week.” Elsewhere, in 
Salford, Greater Manchester, Unison has 
organised a pay rally outside the town 
hall.

We need far more of this type of 
action to win the ballots and prepare 
for strikes.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND SCHOOLS

TRADE UNION VICTIMISATIONS

EXAM BOARDS

Escalating action is right 
answer for the AQA strikers 
THE FIGHT for pay 
restoration at AQA, Britain’s 
largest exam board, is 
stepping up a gear. 

Unison union members 
there have voted for two 
consecutive weeks of strikes 
beginning next Monday. This 
fourth action will be their 
longest walkout since they 
first struck last May.

AQA bosses have brought 
in a new pay framework 
which has seen workers 
pay fall by 10 percent in 
real terms over five years. 
Meanwhile, the CEO’s salary 
has increased by £110,000.

July is the busiest 
month of the year for 
workers at the exam board. 
Student results for major 
qualifications in England are 
due to be released in August. 
Therefore, strikes will hit 
the employer especially hard 
during this time.

Activists say that if 
AQA does not meet strict 
deadlines to ensure exam 
results arrive on time, it 
will be subject to a massive 
fine from the independent 
regulator Ofqual.
nSend messages of support to 
UnisonDevasSt@aqa.org.uk

SCHOOLS

Escalating the strike is right 
WORKERS AT a Leicester 
school are determined to stand 
up for their suspended union 
rep.

Bosses suspended Tom 
Barker after a successful strike 
ballot over staffing, excessive 
workload, and health and 
safety.

Unison union members 
at Ash Field Academy, a 
special educational needs 
and disabilities (Send) 
school in Evington, this week 
courageously walked out for 
four days from Monday.

Strikers are making it clear 
to bosses that an attack on 
one trade unionist is an attack 
on all. 

Tom is a teaching assistant 

and Unison steward at the 
school operated by Discovery 
Schools Academies Trust 
(DSAT). He was pivotal to the 
successful ballot for strikes last 
October.

But just days later, he was 
suspended from duty and 
escorted off the premises.

Organise
Throughout multiple 
investigations, DSAT has 
repeatedly changed its 
allegations against Tom in 
order to keep him suspended. 

His suspension has now 
gone on for over eight months.

Tom’s suspension represents 
an attack on workers right to 
organise. 

Teaching assistants on the picket line in Camden, north London, last week

Ameen scores against his 
council bosses and far right
THE DEFEND Ameen Hadi 
and Salford City Unison 
campaign has made a 
significant breakthrough 
in the fight against trade 
union victimisation.

Bosses at Salford 
City Council in Greater 
Manchester have been 
forced to withdraw a 
scurrilous “safeguarding 
decision” about Ameen.

It claimed that he posed 
a “transferable risk” to 
children.

Council bosses 
capitulated to a smear 
campaign against Ameen 
after far right YouTubers 
attacked Ameen and 
others on at a rally on 
International Women’s Day.

Complaints
Other figures, including 
the Nazi Tommy Robinson, 
then bombarded Ameen’s 
employer with complaints, 
demanding he be sacked.

Council bosses were last 
week forced to withdraw 
their safeguarding decision. 

This came after a 
groundswell of support for 
Ameen from across the 
labour and trade union 
movement.

Supporters now include 
Salford MP Rebecca Long 
Bailey, local councillors, 
TUC union federation 
general secretary Paul 
Nowak and Unison general 
secretary Andrea Egan.

Campaigners are 
clear that they will keep 
up the pressure until 

Ameen is back at work. 
A spokesperson for the 
campaign told Socialist 
Worker, “The reversal of 
the terrible safeguarding 
decision removes a 
significant block to Ameen 
getting justice.

“They now need to lift his 
suspension, apologise and 
compensate.”
nJOIN BLACK trade unionists, 
activists and community 
members from across Britain 
to discuss next steps for the 
Defend Ameen Hadi campaign 
and tackling the growing threat 
of the far right.

Sign-up for the special 
online meeting, Thursday 16 
July, 7pm. Register using the 
QR code below

Ameen Hadi—campaigner
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Unite union leadership election shows 
need to build rank and file alternative
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS and  
REBECCA GIVAN 

THE UNITE union leadership 
election is a stale buffet of bad 
choices.

T h e  i n c u m b e n t ,  S h a r o n 
Graham, promised a “return to the 
workplace” and to use the union’s 
industrial muscle more.

Since her election as general  
secretary in 2021, Graham has 
backed strikes much more than the 
old leadership.

B u t  s h e  h a s  l e t  m a j o r 
industries—from steel to car 
manufacturing—go to the wall 
without strikes and makes right wing  
interventions over war and climate.

T h e  c h a l l e n g e r ,  S i m o n 
Dubbins, is Unite’s long-standing  
international officer and another 
career bureaucrat. He was part 
of former general secretary Len 
McCluskey’s cartel of failed hoteliers, 
tainted by allegations of corruption 
over a plan to build a hotel.

They pushed Jeremy Corbyn’s 
Labour leadership to dump 
opposition to renewing Trident 
nuclear weapons.

Disillusioned 
Maggie, a Unite member and 
health worker from south London 
told Socialist Worker, “People are 
disappointed with Graham.

“She isn’t doing enough on 
Palestine and to defend healthcare 
workers who are being attacked 
for speaking up—she needs to do 
more politically.”

Graham’s slogan “back to the 
workplace” tapped into a mood in 
the union after the old leadership 
focussed on manoeuvres inside the 
Labour Party.

She has slammed the Labour 
government over austerity and for 
trying to “out-Reform Reform UK.”

In contrast, Dubbins promises to 
“seek to maximise our voice and 
influence within the Labour Party 
and Labour government”. 

But the shift away from “official 
politics” under Graham has seen a 
downplaying of campaigning over 
political issues. The trade union 
leaders were all weak on Palestine 
when the  genoc ide  began. 
But Graham went further and  
condemned protests outside arms 

factories by Palestine Action and 
Workers For A Free Palestine.

It was rank and file pressure 
that pushed Graham to say it is  
“genocide, pure and simple” 
and that she would support any 
member who refuses to handle 
goods destined for Israel.

Unite policy says the union 
“ w i l l  s u p p o r t  w o r k e r - l e d  
campa igns  to  boyco t t  the  
handling of Israeli goods and 
services in their workplaces and 
campaigns for divestment from 
Israeli companies in their workplaces 
and the wider economy”.

But it qualifies it, adding, “Prior 
to taking action Unite will engage 
with members and reps in any 
affected sectors. We will not take 
any action that will put members’ 
jobs at risk without their consent.”  

This isn’t because Unite is a 
uniquely right wing union.

The “jobs first” approach reflects 
what we would call “sectionalism” 
and “economism” that plagues the 
trade union movement. 

Sectionalism puts what appears 

to be the interests of a particular 
group of  workers or union 
members ahead of the needs of the 
working class as a whole. 

For example, it  says that  
investment in defence or fossil 
fuels is positive because it creates 
jobs in those sectors.

That’s the material basis for the 
argument over defence in Unite 
and GMB, which doesn’t exist in 
the public sector unions.

Industry 
Socialists in Unite have to put 
forward a vision of how we can 
scrap the arms industry without 
throwing workers onto the scrap 
heap.

Dubbins is a supporter of the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
(PSC), but his manifesto is light 
on detail and does not talk about 
militarism.

There is simply zero evidence 
that Dubbins would challenge 
Labour’s defence spending plans or 
break with the “jobs first” position. 
He does not represent a break 

with the sectionalism—and wants 
closer links with an Andy Burnham 
government.

Teige, a striker at the Institute of 
Cancer Research (ICR), says there 
“aren’t any good options”. He told 
Socialist Worker, “Graham has been 
terrible over ‘defence spending’.

“The Unite For A Workers’ 
Economy campaign has worked 
with Greenpeace, but coming up 
with slogans like ‘no ban without 
a plan’ just supports the right.”

A Dubbins leadership is no  
alternative to Graham. He is  
standing for “Members United”, 
a lash up of the old right wing in 
Unite and the United Left faction.

Teige argues the greater danger 
“would be the old guard of Unite 
coming back who swindled our 
subs, allegedly, on corrupt schemes. 

“We  can ’ t  a f f o rd  f o r  a  
challenger—who wants to put 
even more obstacles in the place 
of launching strikes—to take a 
hold of the union,” he said. “But 
we can’t let Graham lead us by the 
nose—we’ve got to lead her and 

drag her along.”
Another Unite member, Camille, 

warned, “A vote for Dubbins would 
be a step backwards industrially. 

“Look at Italy’s general strike 
against genocide and their support 
for Palestine—that’s the model we 
need. Back in the workplace—not 
in back rooms and hotels.”

So, how will Socialist Worker 
supporters vote? First, we start 
with the needs of the working class 
as a whole, not sectional interests 
of any one union. To transform the 
political situation in Britain, we 
need class struggle. That means 
we need to fight over political and 
economic questions and build the 
confidence of the rank and file. 

Second, in this election, Socialist 
Worker supporters will cast a  
critical vote for Graham to stand 
with many of the best militants in 
the union.

Of the two candidates, Graham 
provides better terrain than 
Dubbins to push for a different set 
of politics.

But that is the key task—
building rank and file confidence 
and an alternative to the politics 
of the Unite bureaucracy.

nBuild Workers Against The Far 
Right networks, led by Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR), among Unite 
members. 

Dubbins talks of taking on 
Reform UK, but that’s rooted in 
wanting to line up behind Labour. 

On his campaign website there is 
one word missing from the section 
of taking on the far right—racism.

n K e e p  p u s h i n g  P a l e s t i n e 
solidarity in the union—and for 
the leadership to turn words into 
reality. 

Patiently build support among 
defence workers in Unite that 
their skills should be used for 
socially-useful production.

nSeize on every opportunity for 
strikes, make them a focal point of 
solidarity and push for escalation 
to win. Infuse those strikes with 
wider politics—for instance,  
anti-racist and Palestine activists 
going down to the picket lines or 
speaking at strike rallies to make 
the links between struggles.

UNITE

STRIKING WORKERS at the Institute of Cancer Research �

How you can build solidarity for the strikers at the Institute of Cancer Research 
UNITE UNION members 
at the Institute of Cancer 
Research are escalating 
their action over pay. 

They have called an 
additional four weeks of 
strikes. 

They have organised big 
picket lines at their sites in 
Sutton in south London and 
Kensington in west London. 

The workers say the union 
branch has grown from 
100 members to nearly 
400 over the past year. 

The strikers have won 
solidarity on the picket 
lines, including from Irish 
TD Richard Boyd Barrett, 
who is a cancer survivor. 

A delegation of strikers 
addressed the opening rally 

of the Marxism festival in 
London. Striking cancer 
research scientist Heather 
said, “I love my job. And I 
think we all love our jobs.

Bills 
“But unfortunately love 
doesn’t pay the bills. We 
have colleagues who are 
working second jobs just to 

survive.  We have experts 
in cancer research who 
can’t pay their mortgage, 
can’t pay their bills. They 
are being forced out of the 
profession that they deeply 
love and deeply care about. 

“Our fight is everyone’s 
fight. So let’s stand 
together and let’s keep 
pushing for the wages of 

the future that every worker 
deserves.” The union branch 
has now had six meetings 
with management. 

Strikers from the picket 
line have gone to meetings 
to talk about the impact of 
low pay on their lives. 

But they still haven’t 
received an offer that 
addresses the issues. 

Union branches and 
individuals can donate to 
their strike fund.
Camilla Royle 
lBank account details 
Include reference:  
ICR-Strike Fund 
Account Name:  
Unite LE/524 Branch 
Sort Code: 608301  
Account Number: 30010808

INSTITUTE OF CANCER RESEARCH 

STRIKING BIN workers and their supporters on a picket line in Birmingham� Picture: Guy Smallman
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STATE REPRESSION 
WILL NOT SILENCE US

OVER 1,000 
protesters 
showed their 
support for the 
four Filton 25 
prisoners (above) 
Activists gathered 
at London’s Old 
Bailey to show 
solidarity with 
those standing 
trial (left)

By CAMILLA ROYLE

ISRAEL HAS slaughtered 
tens of thousands of people 
in Gaza in nearly three years 
of its genocidal assault. 

Yet those in Britain who have 
tried to stop the war machine 
have been targeted by the state 
and branded as terrorists. 

Th i s  week  pro tes te r s  
gathered at London’s Old 
Bailey to show their solidar-
ity with eight members of the 
Filton 25 and Sarah Cotte of 
the Soas 2. 

The Filton 25 trial is the 
second in a series of trials for 
alleged actions that targeted 
Israeli arms company Elbit 
Systems’ factories in Britain. 

Kamran Ahmed is a former 
Filton 25 remand prisoner and 
hunger striker who is set to face 
trial in September as part of the 
third set of defendants.  

Kamran told Social is t 
Worker that the Filton 25 
actions had exposed the state’s 
complicity in genocide. “I think 
historically we know that noth-
ing comes without sacrifice,” 
he said. “All these cases have 
forced people to sacrifice their 
time or effort or something  
valuable to them. 

“With these cases, we are 
exposing the government’s 
double standard that most 
people knew already. 

“But we needed to exhaust 
that avenue to cement the idea 
that the government is aiding 
and abetting this genocide in 
Palestine. This is now unequiv-
ocal proof for the British public 
to get behind.

“The only way that they can 
silence this movement is by 
trying to crush us with cases. 
But it’s not going to work. 
We’re not deterred.

Criminalise
“We’re here outside the court 
to show that we will still stand 
with these people, regardless of 
what name they attach to these 
individuals or how they decide 
to criminalise people. 

“I think the biggest push is 
that we protest at the arms  
factories,” he added. “There’s a 

sense of urgency because lives 
are still being lost in Lebanon 
and Palestine. 

“These cases are just obsta-
cles. We want these cases to 
end with a victory, so that it 
enables other people to take 
the same steps that we’ve done. 

“But, ideally, we would rather 
everyone protest outside the  
factories, because this is where 

the root of the problem lies.”
The stakes are high for the 

Filton 25 defendants. After 
Trial 1, four activists were 
handed prison sentences 
ranging from five years and 
eight months to eight years and 
eight months. 

A jury convicted them of 
criminal damage. But the 
judge added an unprecedented  

“terrorism connection” to their 
sentences. 

Former Soas university 
student Sarah was charged 
last March for “inviting  
support for a proscribed 
organisation” under Section 
12 of the Terrorism Act. She  
allegedly gave a speech in 2023  
supporting the Palestinian 
resistance and the right of 

Palestinians to take up arms 
and resist Israeli terror. 

During an eight day trial last 
month she reaffirmed her posi-
tion that an occupied people has 
a right to armed self-defence. 

The jury in that trial was 
still deliberating when Socialist 
Worker went to press. If found 
guilty Sarah could face up to 
14 years in prison. 

A separate trial of the Brize 
Norton VI, who are currently 
in prison on remand, is set for 
January next year. 

Complicity
The state is cracking down on 
activists because they have 
exposed Britain’s complicity in 
apartheid and genocide. 

The Labour government has 
lost the moral argument for its 
support for Israel due to the size 
and breadth of the movement. 
It is using vicious repression 
to try to smear solidarity as 
terrorism and to stifle the 
Palestine movement. 

Socialists should get behind 
those facing trial and demand 
an end to the proscription of 
Palestine Action under the 
Terrorism Act 2000. 

The ban on the non-violent 
direct action group was found 
to be lawful last month after 
an appeal by the government. 
But Palestine Action co-founder 
Huda Ammori has vowed to 
fight the ban at the Supreme 
Court and European Court of 
Human Rights. 

In the face of state repression, 
we need to defend our right to 
stand with Palestine. 

But there is also a need for a 
much bigger mobilisation that 
targets the arms factories and 
appeals to much broader layers 
of people to demand that they 
are shut down. The national 
protest at Elbit Systems on 23 
July should be a focus for the 
whole Palestine movement.

nJoin the protests at the Old 
Bailey every day during the 
trials 
nJoin the next national march 
for Palestine on 18 July
nJoin the national protest 
at Elbit Systems on 23 July 
https://bit.ly/protestelbit

There’s a sense 
of urgency 
because lives 
are still being 
lost in Palestine
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