
Have you reached your boiling point?

Former safety inspector on how to shut down 
your workplace if it’s too hot >>Page 2

FARAGE, FEAR AND LOATHING IN CLACTON 
Pat Meusel reports from the Essex town where Farage has triggered a by-election against the ‘establishment’ >>pages 8&9
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AUSTRALIA

Teachers take fight 
to union leaders
A FIGHT over education 
workers’ pay in Australia 
shows the power of 
organising at the base 
of trade unions.

Education workers in the 
state of Victoria recently 
voted to reject the Labor 
government’s proposed 
deal. Members are leading a 
fightback against pay cuts, 
excessive workloads and their 
own union leadership. 
>>Page 7

ANTI-RACISM

Oppose Labour’s 
refugee camps
FORMER MILITARY bases 
are “the future” of housing 
asylum seekers, says 
Labour home secretary 
Shabana Mahmood. 

She plans to turn three 
former military barracks 
into camps for migrants and 
refugees.

The grim proposal comes 
after the home secretary 
introduced a barrage 
of new attacks with her 
Immigration and Asylum 
Bill last month.
>>Page 4

MIDDLE EAST

Humiliated Trump 
risks new Iran war
DONALD TRUMP’S claim to 
have settled the US-Israel 
war on Iran was shattered 
this week as the Middle 
East stood on the brink of 
a return to all-out war.

The US rained down 
missiles on Iran after the 
Islamic Republic asserted 
control of the Strait of 
Hormuz. 
>>Page 16



WILDLIFE
Rising ocean 
temperatures 
threaten ‘mass 
mortality’ 
HEATWAVES COULD lead 
to “mass mortality events” of 
marine life as oceans hot up.  

Waters around Britain 
are experiencing “extreme” 
heatwaves, according to the 
Met Office. 

This is the third and worst 
marine heatwave Britain has 
seen this year. 

On average temperatures 
are up 2 degrees, but in 
some areas they’re up by 
4 to 5 degrees.

Scientists have pointed 
out that such high 
temperatures mean that 
mass mortality events are 
already taking place. 

Around one million 
marine animals in Australia 
last year were killed as a 
result of toxic algae blooms 
caused by rising ocean 
temperatures. According 

to researchers, this bloom 
also had negative effects on 
the health of people nearby 
and it still hasn’t fully gone 
away. 

These kinds of algae 
blooms are becoming 
more common as ocean 
temperatures rise as a result 
of climate change. 

It isn’t just marine 
animals that are 
threatened—plant life is 
also at risk.

Underwater plant life 
is essential to managing 
climate change. 

Marine plants absorb 
more carbon than the 
rainforests do and much 
of the world’s oxygen is 
produced by marine plants. 

Posidonia, a seagrass 
that covers much of 
the Mediterranean Sea, 
absorbs much of the 
carbon produced by its 
neighbouring countries. 

According to climate 
scientists, rising ocean 
temperatures and the arrival 
of invasive species threaten 
Posidonia’s existence. 

And, in waters around 
Britain, for instance, 
octopuses are becoming 
more common—and they’re 
already being fished for 
profit. 

Record numbers of 
octopuses are being sold at 
fish markets in Britain.

Is your workplace boiling? 
Here’s how to shut it down
by SIMON HESTER former  
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 
inspector 

ARE YOU reaching boiling 
point at work? It is illegal 
to transport cattle above 
30 degrees celsius—but 
bosses will not accept a 
maximum temperature for 
working.

We will have to force them 
to take action.

Excessive heat can lead 
to serious health risks, 
including dehydration, heat 
exhaustion, heatstroke and 
increased accident risk. 

There are many reports of 
workers and schoolchildren 
fainting over the past week.

Employers have a legal 
duty to protect workers from 
these risks. 

Under the Health and 
Safety at Work etc. Act 
1974, it is the “duty of every 
employer to ensure, so far as 
is reasonably practicable, the 
health, safety and welfare at 
work of all his employees”. 

The Workplace (Health, 
Safety and Welfare) 
Regulations 1992 require 
that:
l I n d o o r  w o r k p l a c e s 
must have a “reasonable” 
temperature.
lEmployers must provide 
thermometers to monitor 
conditions.

The Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) makes 
clear:
l T h e r e  i s  n o  f i x e d  
maximum legal temperature, 
but bosses must assess risks 
and act. 
lA risk assessment must 
cons ider  t empera ture , 
humidity, airflow, clothing/
p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e 
equipment (PPE), and the 
nature of the work.

lBosses must act when 
workers are uncomfortable 
or at risk. 

Workers are entitled to work 
in conditions where risks—
including heat stress—are 
properly controlled. 

You have the right to report 
unsafe temperatures to your 
boss or safety rep without fear 
of retaliation. 

In most trade union 
guidance 30 degrees—or 27 
degrees for strenuous work—is  
considered too high for 
sa fe  work ing  wi thout 
controls. And high humidity 
significantly increases heat 
stress on the body.

Warning signs of heat  
illness include dizziness, 
headache, nausea, confusion, 
excess ive  sweat ing or 
cessation of sweating when 
someone reaches heatstroke. 

Under Section 44 of the 
Employment Rights Act 
1996 you have the right 
to remove yourself from a 
workplace or stop work if:
lYou reasonably believe 
there is a serious and 
imminent danger. 
l Y o u  c a n n o t  a v e r t 

that danger. You are legally 
protected from dismissal or 
detriment for taking such 
action, but this protection is 
an individual right only. 

T h e  w a y  t o  f o r c e  
management into action is 
to collectivise that right—for 
example, through a petition 
or a mass union meeting. 
There are reports of bin 
workers using Section 44 
when bosses insisted they 
went out in the heat in full 
PPE. And workers at a school 
in Somerset used the same 
legal right to close their 
school last month. 

When temperatures are 
high, immediate steps can 
include:
l Increase rest  breaks, 
especially in cooler shaded 
areas.
lProvide cool drinking 
water and encourage regular 
hydration.
lAdjust working hours, for 
example, earlier starts to 
avoid peak heat.
lReduce physical demands 
where possible.
lImprove ventilation such 
as fans and open windows 
where safe.

lProvide shade for outdoor 
work.
lRelax dress codes where it’s 
safe to do so.
lRotate tasks to l imit  
exposure time.
lMonitor workers for signs 
of heat stress.

For outdoor workers, such 
as construction, delivery 
or refuse: 
lProvision of sunscreen and 
protective clothing.
lMandatory shade and 
shelter. 
lRegular welfare checks.

Any employer that does not 
negotiate seriously should 
face a walkout.

Heat waves are becoming 
the norm. 

E v e r y  u n i o n  r e p  
should insist on long-term 
structural changes to miti-
gate extreme heat from air  
conditioning to changing 
work processes. 

Heat is a workplace hazard.  
Employers have legal duties, 
and workers have enforceable 
rights. 

No one should feel 
pressured to  work in 
unsafe temperatures.

Key steps to 
organising a 
walkout 
EVERY UNION health and 
safety rep has the legal right 
to independently investigate 
hazards at work—including 
heat stress. 

You will need evidence to 
back up demands for action.

If the employer refuses to 
provide a thermometer, use 
union funds to buy one. 

T h e r e  a r e  c h e a p 
hygrometers available that 
measure air temperature 
and humidity and provide 
continual monitoring. 

They connect to phones 
by Bluetooth. Some exam-
ples of brands are: Govee, 
ThermoPro, Netatmo.

Call a union members’ 
meeting to collectivise the 
grievance and to agree 
demands.

Use Section 44 to organise 
for a walkout. 

Send your reports of 
successful action to Socialist 
Worker  to  spread the  
message (details below). 

More record highs are expected
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THOUSANDS OF trade unionists at last week’s Durham Miners’ Gala (above). Many were debating Labour’s future under Burnham (below)

Workers debate Labour Party’s 
future under Andy Burnham
by CAMILLA ROYLE

MILLIONS OF working class 
people are waiting for Andy 
Burnham to enter Downing 
Street with a mixture of hope—
and scepticism.

This was on display at the 
Durham Miners’ Gala, a march of 
tens of thousands of trade unionists, 
last weekend.

Socialist Worker spoke to those 
attending about what they thought 
of the so-called “King of the North” 
as he heads towards Downing 
Street. 

Many trade unionists at the 
event said they felt unsure what 
they thought of him or wanted to 
wait and see before sharing their 
thoughts.

“I’m a massive Burnham fan,” 
FBU union member Ian told Socialist 
Worker. “I was born in Liverpool 
and I’m a Liverpool football fan. He 
has done a lot for Hillsborough and 
a lot for the north west.”

Ian said, “Keir Starmer has done 
a lot of good things in two years 
but the lack of communication has 
made him very unpopular. I hope 
Burnham can deliver the message 
better and that he surrounds 
himself with a better team. He’s a 
better communicator.”

Ash, a young member of the GMB 
union and the Labour Party was also 
hopeful. “Burnham’s one of us,” he 
told Socialist Worker. “He’s from a 
working class background, a trade 
union background.”

Fiona, a health worker in Unison, 
said she had resigned from Labour. 
“I don’t think Starmer has done a 
good job,” she told Socialist Worker. 
“I want to see what Burnham does. 

“He says some things I don’t 
like. But he came to our health 
conference and being from up north 
helps.”

Problem
Tracy from the Lothian Health 
Unison union branch was more 
critical. “Labour’s problem is they 
think the way to win elections is 
to move closer to the centre. But 
they’ve gone so far to the right that 
they are indistinguishable from the 
Tories,” she told Socialist Worker.

“I’m hopeful Burnham will take 
it back to the left, but the proof will 
be in the pudding.

“I’ve never voted Labour and 
I won’t unless they move to the 
left,” she added. “But it’s different 
in Scotland, we have an alternative 
with the Scottish National Party 
(SNP).”

Ishaq at the Palestine solidarity 
stall told Socialist Worker, “There’s 
no difference between Burnham 
and Starmer the baby starver. He 
will sell his conscience just like the 
rest of the Labour Party.

“Labour has collapsed. So have 
the Tories. People have more 

options of who to vote for now. 
Unfortunately, a lot have gone 
to Reform UK—they have filled a 
vacuum.” 

Simon Coop, the Unite union 
national officer for the energy and 
utilities sector, told Socialist Worker 
that unions should put demands on 
Burnham.

“He has to deliver. Unite gives 
him conditional support but if he 
doesn’t deliver, then that support 
could leave.

“He needs to deliver a better deal 
for workers, and renationalisation 

of energy and water, and to do it 
without delay,” he said.

Last year Reform UK took control 
of Durham County Council. 

The Durham Miners’ Association 
(DMA) said the far right party isn’t 
welcome at the gala.

After the council refused to 
fund Durham’s pride march, trade 
unionists stepped in and made sure 
this year’s pride was bigger than ever.

DMA secretary Alan Mardghum 
told the crowds, “If Labour doesn’t 
produce the goods—an improved 
standard of living for working 
people—there’s a shadowy figure 
lurking in the background to take 
power.”

Course
He said that there are councils 
across the north east, in Sunder-
land, Gateshead and Tyneside, 
where Labour is losing almost all 
its council seats to Reform UK.

“If we don’t change course, 
whoever the new leader is, it looks 
like Burnham—and I wish him well 
in his new job. But Andy, for Christ’s 
sake, change course. Work for the 
benefit of working people, not the 
capitalist class.”

Burnham stated last Friday 
that Labour “need to do better” 
regarding the ongoing genocide in 
Palestine.

Speaking to the Guardian 
newspaper, Burnham said, “Britain 
was too slow to call for a ceasefire. 

And we must now do more to 
strengthen our approach.” 

He said he will put more pressure 
on the Israeli government and bring 
in sanctions. He even suggested that 
the trade of goods from illegal set-
tlements—such as those in the West 
Bank—would be banned.

This is little more than posturing. 
The only thing that’s changed 
between early June and last week 
is the pressure Burnham has faced 
from the left. 

Millions of people fled the Labour 
Party because of its staunch support 
for Israel. Burnham is hoping that 
giving a left wing shine to the party’s 
shambolic state might be a magnet.

Alan said, “The next Labour 
leader has got to stand up and 
condemn Israel’s genocide against 
the Palestinian people.”

Retired NEU education union 
member Stuart was handing out 
stickers at a Stand Up To Racism stall 
in the marquee. He explained that he 
grew up in the former mining village 
of Hetton-le-Hole in Sunderland.

He told Socialist Worker, “My 
grandad was a miner, my dad was 
put out of work when the pits closed 
when I was eleven years old and he 
never worked again. 

“They would both be turning in 
their graves to see these council 
seats going to Reform UK. It’s all 
because the working class is disad-
vantaged. We’ve been left behind by 
the London based Labour Party.”

join the
SWP

HFight Farage HResist racism
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Oppose plan 
to turn army 
barracks 
into camps 
for refugees
FORMER MILITARY bases 
are “the future” of housing 
asylum seekers, says Shabana 
Mahmood. 

The grim proposal comes after the 
home secretary introduced a barrage 
of new attacks with her Immigration 
and Asylum Bill last month.

This includes plans to ramp up 
t forced deportations and increase 
the time it takes before someone 
can apply for leave to remain. 

Mahmood wants to turn three 
former military barracks into 
camps for 3,750 people. The 
proposed sites are in Bicester in 
Oxfordshire, Barnham in Suffolk and 
Linton‑on‑Ouse in north Yorkshire. 

The state already houses asylum 
seekers in two former military sites, 
RAF Wethersfield in Essex, and 
Crowborough Training Camp in 
East Sussex. 

In 2024, refugees held on the 
three-storey Bibby Stockholm barge 
in Dorset held protests and hunger 
strikes. Alongside local anti-racist  
supporters, they led a campaign 
that successfully ended the use of 
the barge to house the refugees. 

The conditions on the barge 
impacted refugees’ mental health. In 
2023, 27 year old Leonard Farruku 
died there by suspected suicide.  

Horrified
Youssef, who was housed on the 
Bibby Stockholm, told Socialist 
Worker he was horrified at the 
thought of migrants being sent en 
masse to camps up and down the 
country. 

The Bibby Stockholm was “a 
nightmare” he said. “People thought 
they would be deported. People were 
turning to suicide. You come asking 
for protection, but you feel like a  
prisoner of war.”

He explained that residents’  
movement was restricted by security 
controls. They could go to the town 
by bus but had to be back on the 
barge by night. 

“There is a simple solution. It’s 
really easy, let people work and get 
money and then we will be free with 
dignity. To be free you need to have 
money and not be dependent on the 

government,” said Youssef.
But he said governments 

everywhere want to divide people 
and look for someone to blame. 

“We did a hunger strike and 
we closed the Bibby Stockholm,” 
he said, “They wanted to send 
people to Rwanda so they weren’t 
reviewing asylum claims. After we 
closed the Bibby Stockholm, union 
branches started reviewing claims 
across Britain. We did that—we 
were the cause.”

Ant i - rac i s t s  demand that 
migrants are allowed to live safe and  
dignified lives in the community 
and are allowed to work, so they 
are not forced into destitution. 

But often the loudest voices are 
those of racists protesting against 
having refugee accommodation in 
their area for very different reasons. 

In Dorset, fascist group Patriotic 
Alternative organised its own  
anti-barge leafleting campaign. 
And some local people bought into 
the far right lies that migrants and  
refugees are a threat to women. 

In Oxfordshire, Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) is organising to 
challenge the far right who are 
organising against the planned 
migrant camp in Bicester. 

Anti-racists should oppose the 
use of prison barges and army  
barracks. But they will need to run 
a principled anti-racist campaign, 
under the slogan of “refugees  
welcome, community not camps”.
Youssef is a pseudonym

Anti-racist majority fights far right
ANTI-RACISTS OPPOSED the 
far right and fascists across the 
country last weekend.

In Portsmouth, in Hampshire, 
150 people gathered on Saturday 
for a unity rally called by Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) and Women 
Against The Far Right (WAFR). 

They were met with a pathetic 
and tiny counter-protest of ten 
far right figures. 

Jon, chair of Portsmouth 
City Unison union branch, told 
Socialist Worker, “We showed 
that the majority of people in this 
city want to oppose the far right. 

“We will continue to mobilise 
against them, to point out that 
Portsmouth is proudly ant-racist.”

On the same day, Lincoln, in 
the East Midlands, saw activists 
marching against a rag tag group 
of racists. A local anti-racist said, 
“We’ve always opposed them, 
whenever they’ve tried to march. 
And we always will.” 

The march was called by SUTR 
in response to a protest by local 
far right group Lincoln Says 
Enough Is Enough.

SUTR’s march was supported 
by unions, including the PCS, 
Unison and the University of 
Lincoln UCU, as well as activists 
from the local LGBT+ community 
and Extinction Rebellion. 

The far right failed to pull 

together the “500 patriots” they 
had promised. 

And to boost their numbers 
they had to bus people in from as 
far away as Grimsby, Lowestoft 
and Middlesbrough. 

Outnumbered
In the end, anti-racists 
outnumbered the far right by 
more than two to one, with 
100 on SUTR’s march, while the 
racist managed to muster just 40. 

In Walsall, in the West 
Midlands, activists rallied 
together in response to a hateful 
and horrific attack that targeted 
members of the town’s Muslim 
community last week. 

A family had the windows of 

their car and house smashed in 
and were sent death threats. 

A SUTR march was supported 
by a wide range of organisations 
and trade unions.

Martin, from SUTR, said, 
“People have come together 
today for a powerful statement 
of solidarity, to stand with those 
who’ve been subjected to a 
vicious attack.”

Meanwhile, in Bournemouth, 
Dorset, a protest called by SUTR 
against Nick Tenconi, the fascist 
leader of Ukip was narrowly 
outnumbered. 

A local activist said, “They 
brought people in from 
Portsmouth and Southampton 
to boost their numbers. In the 
past, when Tenconi’s come here, 
he’s been able to pull more 
people around him. But we’ve 
consistently opposed them and 
that’s causing splits on their side.” 

Saturday’s demos and 
marches illustrated that 
anti-racists are indeed in the 
majority. And that if they build, 
they can fight back against the 
far right.  

SUTR activists were out in 
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, on Sunday. 
They will be back, holding stalls 
to convince people to vote against 
Reform UK’s Nigel Farage in the 
by-election there on 13 August. 

Stand Up To Racism  campaigning 
against Nigel Farage in Clacton-on-Sea

HOME SECRETARY Shabana Mahmood unveils cruel new attack on migrants and asylum seekers
Anti-racists campaigned in 2024
against use of Bibby Stockholm barge
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Don’t mourn for far right 
bigot Ann Widdecombe
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

ANN WIDDECOMBE once said, 
“No one has the right to live 
their lives being protected from 
offence or hurt feelings. It is an 
occupational hazard of living 
in a society. If you can’t take it, 
become a hermit.”

Socialist Worker hopes that fans 
of the former Tory MP and the “free 
speech” brigade will take this short 
obituary in that spirit.

Police announced on Friday 
that they had launched a murder 
investigation into her death. 

We can all agree that murder 
is bad—and, for the avoidance of 
doubt, Socialist Worker is not offering 
“unconditional but critical support” 
to any suspect. But nothing justifies 
a period of state-like mourning and 
the deluge of sycophantic eulogies to 
a homophobic, sexist and racist bigot. 

Get your sick bag out for the 
Guardian newspaper’s obituary, for 
example. 

It presents Widdecombe as the 
“former Conservative minister who 
played up to the role of British 
eccentric in a post-parliamentary TV 
career”. 

The mainstream media rehabilitated 
Widdecombe with invitations onto 
shows such as Strictly Come Dancing 
and Have I Got News For You. They 
laundered her as a pantomime villain 
turned “harmless eccentric”. 

Unremarkable
Widdecombe’s views were vile. 
But they were unremarkable, not 
eccentric, for someone of her class. 

Her father was a senior civil 
servant at the Admiralty and she 
spent her childhood in Singapore—
then a colony used to project British 
imperialist power “east of Suez”. 

Widdecombe is the middle 
class Tory bigot par excellence. A 
Telegraph newspaper headline sums 
it up, “Farewell, Ann. Middle England 
saw you for the sterling human being 
you were.”

Widdecombe’s views certainly 
weren’t “eccentric” to her party. The 
Tory leadership of David Cameron 
begrudgingly supported equal 
marriage in 2014—but 128 of its MPs 
rebelled. 

She attacked Cameron for 
introducing the law, saying she felt 
“alienated by gay marriage”.

She refused to support legislation 
allowing same-sex couples to adopt 
in 2002—on the grounds that only 
married people should be able to 
adopt. 

By 2019 Widdecombe was an 
member of European parliament 
for Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party, 
forerunner of far right party Reform 
UK. She hoped that “science may yet 
produce” a cure for homosexuality in 
an interview during this period.

The media is now full of guff about 
Widdecombe’s performances on 
Strictly Come Dancing. 

There’s (a lot) less on how she 

opposed same-sex dance partners 
on the show in 2020. When lesbian 
Olympic boxer Nicola Adams danced 
with a woman, she said, “I don’t think 
it is what viewers of Strictly, especially 
families, are looking for.”

Widdecombe’s  bigotry was 
intersectional.  

In 2018, while on Celebrity Big 
Brother, she said the victims of Harvey 
Weinstein, “had a choice”— “that’s on 
them, that was down to them”. 

She said the #MeToo movement 
had  “given rise to a lot of very trivial 
whinging” and claimed that the 

gender pay gap was “very largely a 
myth”. 

Abortion
Widdecombe was a staunch opponent 
of abortion rights. In the 1990s she 
said, “Abortion is not just a religious 
belief. Some of my best work against 
abortion was done when I was an 
agnostic.”

The point of the “culture war” is to 
wage class war—to corral ordinary 
people behind a right wing agenda 
that benefits the rich.

Socialist Worker received a report 
from a source in a train carriage, full 
of former miners and their families 
going to the Durham Miners’ Gala. 

One person got up and said, “I 
know I shouldn’t laugh, but I’ve just 
heard Widdecombe was murdered.” 
It’s heartening to know that class 
hatred is alive and kicking.

We need a lot more of it—and a 
hell of a lot more class struggle—
to fight the living embodiments of 
Widdecombe’s politics.

NIGEL FARAGE mourns 
Widdecombe, far right Reform 
UK’s immigration spokesperson 
(top) Widdecombe’s politics were 
Victorian (above) She was an 
awful dancer as well as an awful 
racist (left) 

WHAT WE THINK

LABOUR PLAYS INTO 
FAR RIGHT LIES

POLITICIANS AND the media are once again using the 
victims of child abuse in Rochdale and Oldham, Greater 
Manchester as a political football.

Labour home secretary Shabana Mahmood is 
grandstanding over deporting Shabir Ahmed, the leader 

of a child sexual exploitation (CSE) ring. 
Mahmood wants to change a law designed to protect “most 

notably the Windrush generation” from deportation. She is playing 
into the far right lie that Asian or Muslim men pose a particular 
threat to women and girls. 

The far right has long stoked the myth that Ahmed was not 
identified sooner because the police were too “woke” and refused 
to investigate Asian men. But sexism, not race or fears of “political 
correctness”, caused the horrific child sexual exploitation scandals.

The police, council and social services ignored victims and years 
of evidence of CSE between 2004 and 2012. An inquiry into the 
abuse found that Greater Manchester Police and the council had 
“structural flaws” in safeguarding systems. 

In fact, multiple concerns were raised about Ahmed and his 
arrest for the sexual assault of children. But police failed to tell 
Oldham Council, where he worked as a welfare rights officer. 

Survivors in Rochdale have come forward in recent years saying 
that the police also abused and raped them. 

A sexist system that treats working class women and girls as 
worthless lies behind the scandals. 

Amber—one of the child victims—described how the police 
“weren’t bothered when you’re from a shit home. They don’t give a 
fuck when you’re not from a wealthy background”.

There is no evidence that Asian men, or any migrants, are more 
likely to commit CSE. Data from 2024 shows that white people are 
far more likely to be guilty of CSE—they represent 83 percent of all 
cases, Asians account for 7 percent.

Ahmed used to hold dual British and Pakistani citizenship but 
was stripped of his British citizenship when sentenced in 2012. 
Since his release, he has been staying in controlled accommodation, 
monitored 24 hours a day and is fitted with a GPS tracker. He has 
been stripped of Pakistani citizenship too.

Labour says he cannot be deported due to a law from 1973, 
which protects Commonwealth citizens who arrived in Britain 
before 1971. Mahmood wants to smash this protection up and 
deport migrants who are guilty of certain crimes. 

She has seized on the case of a vile sexist abuser to push through 
a more draconian law which clears the way for sweeping attacks on 
all migrants and asylum seekers. 

Changing the rules could remove decades worth of precedent 
and put people’s rights at risk. 

Weaponising racism in the name of protecting women and girls 
undermines the actual cause of abuse—sexism. We must build a 
movement that stands against sexual violence and opposes any 
attempts to harness anger for a racist agenda.

AUSTERITY HURTS 
CHILDREN’S HEALTH

KIDS IN Britain are one of the least healthy generations in 
decades—and among the unhealthiest in Europe.

That’s one of the findings of a report from the Royal 
College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH). It showed how 
kids from ethnic minority and poorer backgrounds are being failed.

The RCPCH analysed 12 indicators of child health and wellbeing 
including infant mortality, obesity, asthma and vaccination rates.

Significant inequalities were responsible for worsening poor 
health. Infant mortality and obesity were more than twice as high in 
the most deprived areas. And poorer kids were four times as likely 
to die from asthma, as they often had to live near pollution sources 
such as highways or manufacturing.

This is the result of political choices.
Policies such as the two-child benefit cap pushed nearly half a 

million kids into poverty, with many families forced to rely on food 
banks. Disgracefully, it took Keir Starmer nearly two years to scrap it.

With Andy Burnham set to be prime minister, we must put 
pressure on him from day one to break with Labour’s austerity 
mark 2.
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Forced adoption fractured 
the lives of thousands 
TWO RECENT apologies 
by Church and state for 
their role in forced 
adoptions between 1949 
and 1975 makes us 
wonder why did it take so 
long? 

The Church of England 
apologised for running 
mother and baby homes, 
while Keir Starmer 
announced, “The shame 
was never yours. The 
shame is ours.” 

The apology, to 
185,000 women in 
England and Wales, 
misrepresents the scale of 
these coercive practices. 

If it had included 
Scotland and the north of 

Ireland, and the children 
themselves, the figure 
would be closer to half a 
million lives legally 
fractured by state policy.  

Coercion 
A 2022 Joint Human 
Rights report details 
systemic human rights 
breaches and proof that 
consent extracted from 
unmarried mothers was 
driven by institutional 
coercion.

Reproductive 
autonomy, welfare 
support and housing was 
denied to unmarried 
mothers who were told 
they would never see 

their child again. Records 
were buried and tracing 
was made difficult. Many 
women experienced a 
lifetime of psychological 
confinement.

Adopted kids like me 
were told we were lucky 
to be taken on. My 
parents were told not to 
expect too much of me as 
the working class child of 
a fallen woman.

As a Marxist, I was 
always firmly on the 
“nurture” side of the 
human nature debate. 
But science confirms 
early biological 
disruption can create 
lifelong vulnerabilities. 

And a stable upbringing 
cannot entirely erase the 
psychological scars of a 
state-enforced separation.

If we know this now, 
why does the state not do 
more to support children 
in care? Why is state 
welfare and housing so 
inadequate? Why does 
the Church not embrace 
diverse families? 

We know why they 
took so long to apologise. 
It shines a light on their 
current priorities and it 
isn’t mothers and 
children. Shame on them 
indeed.

Julie Bundy
West London

Say no to 
nuclear
I AGREED with a lot of 
what Matt Huber said in 
his interview (SW 3010). 
But I felt we must reject 
the idea that nuclear power 
is a viable alternative 
source of energy that we 
must support. 

We have plenty of 
examples of what nuclear 
power can do when it goes  
wrong—and we know the 
danger of its waste products 
even when it goes right. 

Apart from the waste, 
nuclear power is produced 
by humans and humans 
make mistakes. 

When they poured 
water on the meltdown 
at Windscale they did 
not know it would work. 
Fortunately, the water 
behaved the way they’d 
hoped. But mistakes have 
been made before.

Nuclear weapons testing 
at Bikini Atoll left a mile 
wide hole, an explosion 
ten‑times what was 
expected, killed many and 
has left the region still 
uninhabitable nearly 70 
years later.

We must reject nuclear 
power, protest all the nuke 
stations being built around 
Britain and fight for an 
energy sustainable world. 

And this will have to be 
a socialist world so people 
and the future are put first 
not last. There will be no 
place for nuclear power in 
such a world.

Heather Booker
Swansea

Protect green spaces 
from profiteering
KILVEY HILL rises above 
east Swansea—one of the 
most economically 
deprived areas in Wales. 
What was a barren 
wasteland poisoned 
heavy industry, has been 
transformed by hand into 
a community woodland.

Now Swansea Council 
plans to hand it to Skyline 
Enterprises—a private 
company planning 
gondolas, zip-lines and 
485,000 visitors a year on 
contaminated former 
industrial slopes.

Tree felling has already 
begun. The Kilvey habitat 
is being destroyed.

This is not an isolated 
case. It is a pattern—and 

austerity is its engine. The 
communities that lose 
most are those who have 
already lost the most.

The community has 
fought back with 
everything available to 
it—years of evidence, 
research, campaigning 
and demonstrating. All of 
it has been ignored.

So the community is 
taking to the streets.

On 12 September, 
Protect Our Green Spaces 
Wales will walk through 
Swansea to protect and 
grow the future.

Join the procession on 
12 September.

Heather Falconer
Swansea

Farage pleas 
for our pity
NIGEL FARAGE had the 
gall to call himself the 
“the most physically and 
verbally attacked public 
figure or politician of 
modern times” last week.

Only ten years ago 
Jo Cox, Labour MP for 
Batley and Spen in West 
Yorkshire, was murdered 
by a white supremacist in 
broad daylight.

Recent studies have 
shown that the 20 black 
and brown MPs at the time 
received over 40 percent 
of all online abuse. 

Farage’s pleas for pity 
should serve as a reminder 
of the hate he peddles.

Faye Young
Liverpool

Trump’s manoeuvres 
risk re-igniting war  
THE UPTICK in fighting between the US and Iran has a 
simple cause. Donald Trump is trying to convert defeat 
into victory. He allowed Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to persuade him to mount a joint assault on 
Iran on 28 February because he imagined it would be a 
walkover.

More precisely, it would be a repeat of the pirate raid on 
Caracas, capital of Venezuela, on 3 January. US special forces 
seized Venezuelan president Nicolás Maduro and his wife 
Cilia Flores and whisked them off to jail in New York. Delcy 
Rodriguez, Maduro’s vice president, proved a compliant 
replacement.

The result? According to the New York Times newspaper, 
US secretary of state Marco Rubio “has become de facto 
viceroy of Venezuela”, sending Rodriguez a stream of orders 
via WhatsApp. “The US Treasury receives the revenue from 
most of Venezuela’s exports, then disburses it to Venezuela 
through the country’s banking system, a relationship akin to 
parents handing out allowances to children.”

Trump fondly imagined that the massacre of supreme 
leader Ali Khamenei and his top generals in the first hours of 
the war would deliver Iran into his administration’s hands, 
further tightening Washington’s grip on global energy flows.

But, instead of caving like Rodriguez, Iran’s new leaders 
used their formidable precision-strike capabilities to set US 
bases on fire throughout the region, undermine the economic 
model of the US’s Gulf allies and shut the Strait of Hormuz.

The US accepted a ceasefire with Iran on 8 April above all 
to reopen the Strait and restart the Gulf’s exports of oil and 
gas to the rest of the world economy. This was followed on 
14 June by a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that 
was meant to lay the basis for final negotiations during the 
following 60 days. 

Flow
Trump made clear his objective in agreeing to the MOU, 
declaring on social media, “Ships of the World, start your 
engines. Let the oil flow!” The agreement was packed 
with concessions to Iran that were widely denounced by 
neoconservative supporters of the “forever wars” the US has 
waged in western Asia.

They didn’t understand that Trump had no intention of 
sticking by the deal. He was buying time to allow the US 
and Israel to rebuild their missile stocks and above all to 
undermine Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz. 

Article 5 of the MOU says that “the Islamic Republic of 
Iran will make arrangements using its best efforts for the safe 
passage of commercial vessels, with no charge for 60 days 
only, from the Persian Gulf to the Sea of Oman, and vice 
versa.”

So Iran was left in charge of the Strait. But since May the 
US Navy had already been guiding ships along a route in the 
south of the Strait along the coast of Oman. This continued 
after the MOU, even though Iran insists that vessels follow a 
northern route along its coast. 

Iran is now enforcing its claim to control the Strait by 
attacking ships that take the southern route. This isn’t just 
because the MOU supports this claim but also because the 
Iranian regime has no intention of giving up the power over 
the global economy that controlling the Strait gives it. It also 
completely distrusts the faithless Trump. 

US retaliation has escalated to the point where both 
sides are striking each other’s bases. Trump is ramping up 
his rhetoric again, calling the Iranian leadership “scum”, 
threatening devastation and withdrawing the economic 
concessions he had made earlier. So far the fighting is 
relatively contained. As numerous commentators say, Iran is 
probably calculating that Trump will chicken out again. 

With mid-term elections coming in November, he can’t 
afford inflation to take off again thanks to higher energy 
prices. But control of the Strait has become essential to the 
Iranian regime’s survival. It won’t allow Iran to become 
another US protectorate like Venezuela.

Edward Luce of the Financial Times newspaper predicts 
“a long spell of unsatisfactory stop-go talks, occasional 
skirmishes and Iran periodically yanking Trump’s chain 
to remind him who controls events”. But no one is really 
in control, and the US’s manoeuvres could ignite another 
devastating war.
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Rank and file 
Australian 
teachers are 
taking the 
fight to union 
leaders
Facing isolation from the union, 
activists have looked to the base, 
teacher Lucy told Jude Mckechnie 
A FIGHT over education workers’ 
pay in Australia shows the power 
of organising at the base of 
trade unions. 

Education workers in the state of 
Victoria recently voted to reject the 
Labor government’s proposed deal, 
in a member-led fightback against 
pay cuts, excessive workloads and 
their own union leadership. 

Australian Education Union 
(AEU) members voted “No” to the 
agreement despite their leadership 
arguing it was a great deal. 

Activists won the argument 
among the rank and file. The “Vote 
No” campaign was led by rank and 
file group Fight the Crisis.

The group circulated material 
explaining how teachers would 
face a real pay cut and gathered 
pledges to vote no from members at 
132 schools across the state. 

Fight the Crisis activist Lucy 
Honan told Socialist Worker, “It is 
ultimately a pay cut. 

Burnout
“There was nothing to regulate class 
sizes that have ballooned and led 
to burnout. Support workers were 
offered even lower pay”. 

Teachers have seen their pay 
go backwards by 11 percent after  
inflation since their last agreement. 
The government’s offer would leave 
teachers earning less than in 2020 
in real terms. 

Lucy said that the “Vote No” 
campaign had been led by rank and 
file members who believe that they 
can win more.

“The leadership of the campaign 
has been people involved in Teachers 
and School Staff for Palestine. They 
brought the experience of using our 
working class power,” she said.

“The anger at the cost of living 
crisis meant it wasn’t hard to 
convince people that we have to 
fight.”

She explained that there has 
been “brutal” debate on the union’s 
council about the agreement. 

While activists were isolated on 
the council, they looked to the base.

“Our  argument  that  the 
membership has a willingness to 
strike has proved to be right. The 
membership is far to the left of the 
council,” Lucy explained.

Teachers’ confidence about what 
they could achieve had grown 
after an “electric” 24-hour strike in 
March, with up to 30,000 marching 
in Melbourne.

“People are feeling bitter at 
the leadership,” Lucy said. “The  
membership was set for more strikes.

“The idea that we couldn’t keep 
fighting doesn’t stand up,” she 
said. “We are not going to just lie 
down and give a free pass to Labor. 
And actually the way that we fight 
the far right is to fight the cost of 
living crisis. Winning pay rises for  
members is the way to show there is 
an alternative.”

“We are calling on members to 
pass motions for a 24-hour strike on 
4 August.”

“The pressure that’s building will 
hopefully push the leadership to call 
a nationwide strike. 

“This is the time to be bold. 
The majority of people don’t agree 
with the leadership. We have the  
initiative to take matters into our 
own hands.” 

State murders activists in Kashmir
by YURI PRASAD

AN UPRISING in Pakistan 
administered Kashmir—known 
as Azad Kashmir—has escalated 
after the Pakistani military went 
on the offensive against people 
demanding democratic rights.

The regional government last 
month used anti-terror laws to 
ban the Jammu Kashmir Joint 
Action Committee (JKJACC), 
accusing the civil society group of 
inciting deadly protests.

The state has this week sent 
heavily armed police to arrest 
its leadership and has murdered 
activists across the region in the 
process. 

At least 11 people were killed 
in the city of Rawalakot in 
skirmishes between protesters 
and the police.

Seven were killed in protests 
in June and over 70 people 
have been injured this month so 
far. The Pakistani state denies 
this, saying any claims were 
“information warfare” to smear 
it.

Violence
Police raided the house of 
Shaukat Nawaz Mir, the head of 
the organisation, arresting him 
for sedition and accusing him of 
inciting violence. 

They had previously 
announced a 10 million rupee 
(about £20,000) reward for 

information on his whereabouts.
Public protest is banned and 

the state has also clamped down 
on communication by cutting 
telephone and internet networks. 
The whole of Azad Kashmir is 
effectively under lockdown.

The JKJACC is fighting 
for more parliamentary 
representation for ordinary 
Kashmiris. The state currently 
uses a law dating back to 1974 
to guarantee legislative seats 
to refugees who fled Indian-
administered Kashmir.

But many in this tiny pool of 
voters are now scattered across 
Pakistan, rather than living in 
Azad Kashmir itself, where the 
main parties push them to back 
their preferred candidates.

The JKJACC wants the seats 

abolished, but the Pakistani state  
is determined to keep them.

It’s no accident that the 
state organised its crackdown 
shortly before the Azad Kashmir 
elections, set for 27 July. It is a 
bid to marginalise opposition 
and bolster its own parties. The 
state is determined to defend the 
political status quo and hamper 
any opposition.

The right wing Islamic party, 
the PTI, has already announced 
that it will boycott the polls in 
response to the banning of the 
JKJACC, the clamp down and the 
arrests.

But other parties, including 
the establishment PPP and the 
PML-N, will again try to use 
refugee votes to maintain their 
hold on the region.

TENS OF thousands of education workers in Australia went on 24-hour strike in March

Protests against the banning of JKJAAC in June, Neelum Valley, Kashmir

We’re not going to 
just lie down and 
give a free pass to 
the government

‘‘ 
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FARAGE,
 FEAR AND
 LOATHING ON
 THE ESSEX
 COAST  

KAREN, A resident of Clacton-
on-Sea, said, “The worry is that 
there’s a lot of people who still 

see him as their man, who will still 
vote for him.” 

She was responding to Nigel Farage’s 
announcement last Tuesday that he was 
stepping down as MP for Clacton, trig-
gering a by-election that he will stand in. 

Karen fears that Farage and the far 
right will be able to grow as they tap into 
a sense of hopelessness felt by people in 
places like Clacton. 

Flags are hung all around the town— 
the St George’s Cross and the Union 
Jack. They’re not all flying because of 
the World Cup football. A lot of them 
went up well before, as part of the far 
right “Raise the Colours” campaign. 

Black people and refugees fear a rise 
in attacks as the growth of parties like 
Reform UK gives confidence to racists.  

“It hasn’t always been like this around 
here,” Karen told Socialist Worker. 
“Things used to be different. It used to 
be buzzing, exciting.”  

The seaside town used to be a busy 
place, especially during the summer. But 
since the Butlin’s seaside resort closed 
in 1983, other businesses have followed 
suit, closing up. “People in Clacton feel 
like we’ve been left behind,” Karen said. 

People struggle to afford housing 
and unemployment is higher than the 
average. The Tendring district, where 
Clacton is located, has one of the 
lowest life expectancies in Britain, some 
18 years lower than in the wealthier 
parts of Essex. 

Reform UK has been successful in 

sweeping up votes in Clacton. Farage 
was elected in 2024 with 21,225 votes. 
His closest competitor, a Conservative, 
came in at 12,820, while the Labour can-
didate got just 7,448 votes.

And in the local elections in May, 

the far right party won all eight seats 
on the Tendring District Council, with 
all Reform UK candidate winning more 
than 2,000 votes. 

And it’s a constituency that’s voted for 
far right parties before. In 2014 the seat 
was won in a by-election by Ukip, which 
held on to it in 2015. 

In this by-election, however, the 
Tories, Green Party, Labour and Lib 
Dems as well as the far right Restore 
Britain have all said they won’t stand 
against Farage. 

His confirmed challengers, so far, 
include the satirical candidate Count 
Binface and a few far right figures like 
Laurence Fox and Kai Stephens of the 
British Democrats. 

The constituency is bigger than 
Clacton-on-Sea itself. It also includes 

Jaywick, for example, to the west. 
The town is often cited as one of 

the most deprived in Britain. Some 
62 percent of people in Jaywick are 
either not earning money or earning so 
little that they have to claim benefits to 
support themselves.

“Farage has a lot of support there. He 
was in town last Wednesday, at one of 
the local pubs,” Karen said. 

“Of course, he wouldn’t be seen there 
after dark. He lives in Frinton-on-Sea, the 
poshest part of the constituency. 

Locals in the pub said they would 
be voting for Farage, regardless of the 
payments scandal surrounding him. 

“It’s all a stitch up, isn’t it?” Bob said. 
Although he barely gets by on 

benefits, he said he’s not concerned 
about Farage’s finances. 

“He’s a businessman, and a successful 
one. He’s also working harder than most. 
At any time, he’s working seven or eight 
jobs. So, as far as I’m concerned, he can 
do what he wants with his money,” he 
added. 

Terry’s not convinced that Farage 
didn’t break the rules, but says that’s 
what all politicians do. “Wasn’t Keir 
Starmer caught taking free tickets to the 
football and tailored suits?” he asked. 

When asked what they thought of 
the other parties standing down in the 
by-election, though, both agreed it was 
because the “establishment” was afraid 
of Farage.

“They’re trying to make him look 
ridiculous, making him run against a 
bloke in a bin,” Terry said. “But once he’s 
re-elected, which he will be, the Labour 

Union Jacks are up all 
over Clacton (above) 
Not all England flags 
are up for the football 
(left) Nigel Farage, far 
right grifter and local 
MP (below)

Reform UK won all 
eight seats on the 
council at the last 
local election 

‘‘ 

Pat Meusel spoke to residents of Clacton about life in the 
Essex town where Nigel Farage has triggered a by-election 
against the ‘establishment’. Photographs by Dave Gilchrist
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Party will put him through a kangaroo 
court and we’ll have a second by-election.

“Then they’ll throw everything at 
him, and trounce him,” Bob said. They 
weren’t the only people in town who 
said they’d be voting for Farage. 

Liz said she feels Farage was forced 
to step down. 

“They wouldn’t let him get on with the 
job at hand, would they? So he had to do 
it. I will say I’m disappointed in him. It 
was only two years ago we elected him in 
the first place, and now it looks like we’ll 
have this election, and then another. 

“It’s all a distraction. What we need 
is a national election, so we can put him 
in Downing Street and he can sort this 
country out,” she said. 

Liz said she doesn’t care if Farage 
failed to declare a £5 million donation 
and that none of her friends care either. 

“You know, for every person saying 
something negative about Farage online, 
there’s plenty more standing by him, 
especially here,” she said. 

Both Bob and Liz have nothing but 
positive things to say about Farage. It’s 
a different story with Starmer. 

“I’ve never been a fan of him, or 
any of his policies,” Bob said. “But 
Andy Burnham’s going to be much, 
much worse.” When asked what he 
meant, he answered without hesitation. 
“It’s immigration, isn’t it? Burnham’s 
pro-migration. He wants to let even 
more in, legal and illegal. 

“And they’re already a problem in 
town. We’ve got men harassing women 
in broad daylight, it happens all the 
time,” Bob explained. The others had no 

idea what he was talking about.
Liz added, “I agree with just about 

everything Farage wants to do. But espe-
cially with the boats. Stop them coming 
over, and send them back”. 

“We’ve not got enough homes, hos-
pital beds and jobs for British people. 
Why should we be giving hand-outs to 
foreigners?”

Karen said these views aren’t a sur-
prise to her. “In the last election, racism 
was really at the core of Reform UK’s 
campaigning around here. 

“Their canvassers were always trying 
to tell you about the lives of luxury that 
migrants and refugees were, apparently, 
living in these hotels. 

“But anyone who’s had any experi-
ence, they know that’s all a lie. 

“A friend of mine, a refugee, has had 
to deal with racist abuse. She went to 
the council, but they didn’t do anything 
about it,” she said. 

In Walton-on-the-Naze, to the east of 
Clacton, Dawn says things are the same. 

“A lot of people around here, espe-
cially black people are very afraid. And 
that’s especially the case in areas where 
the flags went up,” she said. 

“We complained to the council, but 
they haven’t done anything about it,” said 
Dawn. “And we can’t—they’re too high 
up and we don’t have a cherry picker.” 

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) has run 
big, broad campaigns to expose Reform 
UK as enemies of the working class and 
as part of the establishment. 

Above all, it has called out Reform 
UK’s racism. The far right party uses 
anti-migrant racism to try to convince 
people that they have something in 
common with a millionaire like Farage. 

SUTR has some success in helping 
to drive back Reform UK in places like 
Gorton and Denton and Makerfield. 

In Clacton, local anti-racists say that 
they are starting to shift things as they 
convince people, in ones and twos, not 
to vote for the far right. This kind of 
campaigning can give confidence to the 
people in every town and city who are 
angry and fearful about the growing tide 
of racism. 

It will take a much higher level of 
struggle in society, as the cost of living 
crisis deepens, to give hope to people 
that things could be different and to 
really turn the tide. 

Some people are 
pushing back racism
PEOPLE IN Clacton-on-Sea are trying 
to push back at the racism that 
Farage and Reform UK are peddling.

Dawn is active in a number of local 
campaigns, including Unity in the 
Community, a group that grew out 
of the Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
campaign against Farage in 2024. 

Unity in the Community is starting 
to get organised. And it is calling on 
activists from outside of Clacton for 
their support. 

“Last summer, when the flags 
were going up, we held stalls, week 
in, week out, in town,” Dawn said. 

“It wasn’t easy. You got a lot of 
aggro, a lot of intimidation. You’d 
get people coming up to the stall 
saying things like, ‘You lot are all 
lefty loonies, why do you want all of 
these people coming over in boats?’

“But other people, who were 
willing to talk to you, sometimes you 

could change their minds, and they’d 
walk away blaming millionaires, not 
migrants. We’re talking ones and twos, 
but it’s a start,” Dawn explained. 

And in Walton, there’s a feeling 
that things are starting to shift. 

“Since he made his announcement, 
I’ve heard more and more people 
saying critical things about him,” 
Eleanor, who runs a booktshop in 
Walton, said. 

“This is a Reform UK stronghold, of 
course, but there are lots who didn’t 
vote for him last time around. The 
task is to get those people out again, 
along with those who didn’t vote last 
time, against Farage,” she said. 

“We’ve got a chance to get rid of 
him. We’ve just got to find a way to 
do it,” Liam, from Kirby Cross, next 
to Walton, said. 

Fraudster Farage 
poses as outsider
FARAGE CALLED the by-election in an 
attempt to deflect from a corruption 
scandal, including accusations that he 
took benefits and bribes from convicted 
fraudster “Posh George” Cottrell. 

This was reported only weeks after 
it was revealed that Farage had failed 
to declare a £5 million donation from 
the crypto billionaire Christopher 
Harborne.

 MPs are required to declare all 
donations worth over £300 received 
in the year before they were elected. 
The only exception is for gifts that are 
personal.

In his resignation speech, Farage 
said, “I’ve decided that the people of 
Clacton should be the judges of my 
actions. This will be a people versus 
the establishment by-election.”

Farage is trying to pose as an 
“anti‑establishment” outsider. He’s 
calling on the people of Clacton to stick 
two fingers up to the media and state. 

But, in reality, he’s part of the 
super‑rich elite that is fleecing all of us. 

Karen agrees, saying it’s the cynical 
reply of an unscrupulous politician. But 
one that has some purchase in parts of 
Clacton. 

“Although he has nothing in 
common with people in places like 
Jaywick, he’s built up a certain amount 
of street cred. 

“I think they know he’s a dodgy 
character. But he plays up to that, 
ducking and diving,” she said. 

Jaywick is one of the most deprived towns in the whole of Britain

A shuttered shop in 
Jaywick (top) Run down 
remains of the once 
thriving seaside town 
(above)
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I
N  A  w o r l d  o f 
genocide, economic 
s t a g n a t i o n , 
i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r 
and environmental 
crisis how can we get 

fundamental change? 
Capitalism has clearly 

failed us. So have all the 
traditional political parties. 
Join any demonstration 
against the far right, for 
Palestine or trade union 
picket line and people will 
be discussing the need for 
new politics.

When activists begin 
to look for radical politics 
they often find themselves 
attracted to the ideas of Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels. 

The first radical book 
many socialists read is Marx 
and Engels ’  Communist 
Manifesto. It offers a vision of 
a world of equality, freedom 
and democracy. But upon 
finishing it, readers will be 
confronted with a myriad of 
questions. 

Some of these will involve 
famous figures who called 
themselves Communists or 
Marxists but weren’t. Joseph 
Stalin and Mao Zedong locked 
up their opponents, presided 
over mass repression and 
denied people freedom and 
democracy, for example. 

Countries such as China, 
Cuba and Vietnam have 
descr ibed themselves as 
socialist. But the lives of 
workers and peasants in these 
countries are still characterised 
by oppression and exploitation.

Questions of strategy are 
also crucial. Can we challenge 
capitalism from within? Do 
we just need political parties 
like the Greens to get into 
Parliament and enact change 
from inside? Can we follow the 
examples of revolutionaries like 
Che Guevara and anti-colonial 
movements? 

To understand what we 
mean by Marxism, we need to 
go back to Marx and Engels’ 
original ideas. Marxism is a 
revolutionary theory of the 
working class did not emerge 
fully formed from Marx’s 
head. It was born out of his 
engagement with other ideas, 
particularly in the struggle 
for democracy against the 
r e m n a n t s  o f  E u r o p e a n 
despotism. But most crucially it 
came from his engagement with 
workers’ struggles. 

Perhaps the most profound of 
these was that of revolutionary 
workers who briefly ran Paris 
in 1871. The Paris Commune 
taught Marx that working 
people could defeat capitalism 
and create a new society. He 
celebrated how Parisian workers 
created new organisations of 
mass democracy to run the city 
and its workplaces. 

Marx could see that the 
working class had power. This 
was not simply because of its 
numbers, but because its central 
role in capitalist production 
gave it the power to stop the 
system functioning. 

In doing so, workers could 
also create a new society by 

smashing the capitalist state. 
Revolutions through the 
20th  and 21st century have 
time and again proved the 
importance of Marx’s insights 
from the Paris Commune.

In the process of revolution, 
worker s  w i l l  t rans fo rm 
themselves. Mass struggles are 
a great teacher. They teach 
workers their power. 

They expose the reality of 
capitalism—how its institutions 
are organised to control 
people—and they prove that a 
new way of organising society 

is possible. Revolutions help 
workers’ overcome the divisions 
among them—such as racism, 
sexism, homophobia and 
transphobia. 

While the exploitation of 
workers within capitalism 
means that class struggle is 
inevitable, revolutions are not 
automatic, and their victory isn’t 
guaranteed. 

The defeat of revolutions, 
or the difficulties of organising 
them, have led some socialists 
to claim the mantle of Marxism, 
whi le  breaking with i ts 

core principle. 
And this is that ultimately, 

the emancipation of the working 
class must be the act of the 
working class.

T
HERE ARE three 
different ways 
in which a break 
w i t h  M a r x i s m 
has taken place 
t h a t  a l l o w s 

proponents to continue to 
claim to be revolutionaries 
even as  they  abandon 
revolutionary practice. 

Al l  o f  these  see  the 
substitution of other social 
forces for the working class as 
the “agent of change”.

The first, and most relevant 
today, of these examples is 
reformism. The 19th century 
saw the massive growth of 
socialist organisations in 
Europe. These initially held 
revolutionary ideas. 

In the late 19th century, their 
leaders broke from Marxism. 
They recast the working class 
as a passive force that would 
support their aim to win a 
majority in parliament and 
then reform the state. 

These leaders believed that 
the transition to socialism 

would come from inevitable 
economic development. The 
role of socialists was to manage 
this transition, not overthrow 
capitalism. 

This reinterpretation had 
a material base, the labour 
movement leadership—like 
trade union bureaucrats—
and individuals in the socialist 
movement who had a material 
interest in the maintenance of 
the current system. But it was also 
based in ordinary working people 
who could not realise their own 
power.

These trade union and party 
leaders would mediate between 
workers  and capital ism. 
Revolutionary struggle risked 
destroying their cosy position. 

While reformist ideas are 
often the first way that workers 
seek to change the world, the 
theory and practice of social 
democratic parties saw workers 
at best as a “stage army” to win 
concessions. 

The revolutionary role of 
workers and any belief in 
workers’ self-emancipation was 
forgotten.

A second example of the 
hollowing out of Marxism’s 
revolutionary core comes from 
Russia and the rise of a new 
group around Stalin. 

The 1917 revolution had seen 
workers and peasants beginning 
to construct a workers’ state 
based on mass, working class 
democracy, instituted through 
workers’ councils. 

Despite being an inspiration 
to working people around the 
world, the Russian Revolution 
was left isolated by the failure 
of revolutions elsewhere. 

This isolation, and the 
deprivations of the civil war 
in Russia when invading 
imperialist armies tried to 
strangle the revolution, led to 
the emergence in the mid‑1920s 
of a new bureaucratic social 

Martin Empson explains how Marxism’s vision of equality and 
democracy has been distorted. He has written an introduction to 
the new edition of What is the Real Marxist Tradition? 

Revolutions teach 
workers their own 
power. They 
expose the 
realities of the 
capitalist system

‘‘ 
The Paris Commune

ATTEMPTS TO smash the corrupt government in the Philippines in 2025 showed revolutionary potential 

WHAT IS 
THE TRUE 
MARXIST 
TRADITION?
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lRevolution in the 21st 
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layer that had its own material 
interests with Stalin at its head. 

Stalin’s rise to power saw the 
systematic destruction of the 
old revolutionary leadership 
of 1917. 

Lenin’s Bolsheviks had based 
their revolutionary struggle on 
the working class, but Stalin 
was growing his bureaucratic 
base within Russia. With this 
state power, he purged the 
revolutionary leadership. 

Th i s  i s  why  Rus s i an 
revolutionary Leon Trotsky 
wrote that “between Bolshevism 
and Stalinism there was not 
simply a bloody line but a whole 
river of blood.”

The global importance of 
the Russian Revolution and the 
legacy of the revolutionary ideas 
associated with its leaders Lenin 
and Trotsky, were distorted 
by Stalin. Marxist ideas were 
manipulated to further the 
interests of the bureaucracy 
whose interests were now 
“dominating the country”. 

Stalin kept the prestige 
of Leninism but broke with 
the Bolshevik’s revolutionary 
politics that had led workers to 
victory.

S t a l i n  a b a n d o n e d 
revolutionary practice in 
Russia. Instead, he pushed for 
internal economic development 
to catch up with the capitalist 
west, while using the language 
of Marxism to justify his actions. 

The resources for such 
development could only 
come from a huge drive to 
exploit workers and dispossess 
peasants of the land. This is 
the origin of Stalin’s “socialism 
in one country”, a theory that 
flies in the face of Marxism’s 
internationalism. But crucially 
it is also a theory that abandons 
the idea of working class 
self-emancipation.

F
I N A L LY,  t h e r e 
i s  t h e  c a s e  o f 
national liberation 
m o v e m e n t s  i n 
the Global South. 
These struggles 

against colonialism and for 
the creation of independent 
nation states were often 
led by people who called 
themselves revolutionary 
socialists. 

M o v e m e n t s  a g a i n s t 
colonialism often looked to 
Russia as an example of a future 
“socialist” society. Itsrapid 
industrial development in the 
1940s and 1950s seemed to 
offer a model to countries with 
lower levels of industrialisation. 

The leadership of these 
struggles, though often coming 
from the middle class, raised a 

The Cuban 
revolution 
substituted 
guerrilla struggle 
for workers’ 
power (top) The 
Arab Spring in 
2011 showed the 
transformative 
process of 
revolution (above)

range of social questions. These 
often included land reform, 
education, housing, democracy 
and the right to organise as 
part of the wider nationalist 
struggle. In some cases the 
leaders were motivated by 
genuine commitment. But 
in others it was more of an 
attempt to buy support.

All post-colonial leaders 
were pulled by the needs of the 
global capitalist system. They 
often looked to a combination 
of middle class intellectuals and 
guerrilla struggles supported 
by the wider peasantry to 
deliver change. Once again 
Marx’s revolutionary project 
of self‑emancipation was 
distorted.

Marxism has at various times 
been used not to encourage 
revolutionary movements, but 
to undermine and misdirect 
struggles. 

Criticism of such movements 
is not about arguments on the 
left, but about clarifying what 
sort of struggle can bring about 
socialism, and what the radical 
force for change is. 

By emphasising the idea 
of “socialism from below” we 
connect ourselves to a  tradition 
that sees workers’ self‑activity 
as the highest principle of 
struggle—one that can bring 
about the end of capitalism.

I
NTRO HERE. Intro here 
intro here. 

Copy here copy here 
copy here.

Why do revolutionaries fight 
for reforms?

SOME PEOPLE argue that 
workers must be desperate 
before they will rise up. 

 Working class people who 
have a home, a laptop and 
take holidays, the argument 
goes, have too much to lose to 
become revolutionaries.

Those who hold these 
views often oppose all reforms 
which make workers’ lives 
better in case they reconcile 
workers to the system.

But this is based on a 
profound misconception. 

It is true that Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels focused on 
the economy when they were 
explaining the defeat of the 
revolutionary wave of 1848. 

Engels wrote that while the 
crisis of 1847 was the mother 
of revolution, the boom of 
1849–51 was the mother of 
counter-revolution. 

But this did not mean that 
Marx and Engels believed 
a crisis always leads to 
revolutionary action while 
an economic boom always 
pacifies the working class. 

Russian revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky developed a Marxist 
analysis of the relationship 
between booms, slumps and 
class struggle. 

Trotsky argued that 
capitalism was characterised 
by periods of rapid growth 
and periods of recession. As 
“long as capitalism remains 
alive, it continues to inhale 
and exhale,” he wrote. 

It was possible for 
economic slumps to 
demoralise workers by making 
them fearful of losing their 
jobs. 

Slump
Following the 1905 revolution 
in Russia, there were years 
of economic slump. 

“It killed the movement 
completely, because the 
workers had suffered so 
greatly during the struggle 
that this depression could 
act only to dishearten them,” 
Trotsky wrote.

But that wasn’t inevitable. 
The Wall Street Crash of 1929 
plunged the world into the 
biggest slump ever seen. But 
workers still fought back.

 In the US in 1934, truck 
drivers in Minneapolis struck 
to demand union rights. In 
autumn 1933 there were 

75 members of the local 
branch of their Teamsters 
union. By July 1934, it had 
grown to 7,000.

The strikers involved 
unemployed workers in their 
pickets and protests. This 
undermined bosses’ threats to 
sack the workers and replace 
them.

Trotsky understood that, 
“Under one set of conditions, 
the crisis may give a mighty 
impulse to the revolutionary 
activity of the working 
masses. Under a different 
set of circumstances, it may 
completely paralyse the 
offensive of the proletariat.”

Economic conditions 
did not determine whether 
struggle went up or 
down. That depended on 
confidence, organisation and 
struggle. 

The same was true 
for times of economic 
boom. A boom can lead 
to more production, less 
unemployment, and the 
possibility of winning higher 
wages. 

This can lead to workers 
realising their crucial role 
in production and becoming 
more militant. 

Today’s “joyless growth” 

has massively increased 
inequality and climate 
catastrophe and can spark 
resentment against the 
system. 

Trotsky explained, “At the 
moment when the factory 
stops discharging workers 
and takes on new ones, the 
self-confidence of the workers 
is strengthened—they are 
once again necessary. The 
compressed springs begin to 
expand again.” 

 Revolutionaries are the 
best fighters for reforms that 
improve life for working class 
people. We want life to be 
better in the here and now. 

Struggle
And the fight for reform helps 
to create the circumstances 
that generate revolutionary 
struggle. 

Suffering does not make 
people revolutionary. It is 
fighting back collectively that 
encourages revolutionary 
ideas. 

When workers don’t 
fight or suffer defeats, they 
feel powerless. If struggles 
increase and strikes win, 
workers begin to realise their 
own power.

Whether capitalism is 
booming or contracting, we 
have the power to fight back. 

Having confidence to 
do so depends not only 
on developments in the 
economy, but on networks of 
socialists who argue for the 
most militant tactics.

We can’t wait for things to 
get worse. We have to seize 
on every protest and strike to 
fan the flames of resistance 
today. 

THE 1905 revolution was killed by economic slump

Fighting back 
encourages 
revolutionary 
ideas
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Come to a socialist meeting near you
THE Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) 
has branches all over 
Britain. We meet 
most weeks, usually 
on a Wednesday or 
Thursday, to discuss 
politics and to plan 
activities.

The branch 
meeting normally 
has a speaker who 
opens a discussion 
in which all are free 
to join in.

Afterwards, we 
plan the party’s 
involvement in 
local and national 
movements.

Our meetings are 
open to the public 
and we encourage 
participation. 

For a local branch, 
look at the list and 
scan the QR code.
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lGlasgow South 

North
lLancaster and 
Morecambe
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lNewcastle
lLiverpool
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lLeeds
lSheffield and 
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lYork and 
Scarborough
lWakefield
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lBirmingham
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lCrewe and Stoke
lChesterfield
lDerby	
lLeicester
lNottingham

London
lHackney
lHaringey	
lIslington
lNewham 	
lSouth London 
lSouth east London
lTower Hamlets	
lWaltham Forest
lWest and 
north west London

South west
lBristol
lDevon and Exeter
lDorset

East and 
south east
lBrighton and Hove
lBournemouth
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lColchester
lEastbourne
lHarlow
lHastings
lKent
lNorthampton
lNorwich and 
East Anglia
lOxford
lPlymouth
lPortsmouth
lSouthend

Wales
lCardiff
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lWest Wales 

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. 

We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 

We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.

To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp
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The work of art—creativity 
and labour under capitalism

Why is art seen as a necessity, a luxury or a waste of time? Visual artist Olive Whigham asks 
why art is a multi-billion pound industry while most artists struggle to get by

A
R T  C A N  b e 
s u b j e c t i v e , 
objective, important 
and boring all at the 
same time. When I 
started making art 

as a revolutionary socialist, 
I  wanted to make art that 
advanced the class struggle. 

I realised that I was one of 
millions who’ve tried to do this—but 
I also understood that the art world 
is truly a capitalistic institution. 
There is more to what drives artists 
than just creativity. 

Art has been a constant feature of 
society throughout human history. 

Long before markets, money 
or states, humans were creating 
images and objects that carried 
meaning beyond material necessity. 

The impulse to create appears to be 
as old as humanity itself. Capitalism 
encourages us to think that people 
are fundamentally motivated by 
money and self-interest. But the 
existence of art suggests otherwise. 

We are not driven by profit 
because it is somehow encoded 
in our nature, we are driven by it 
because we live in a system where 
money is necessary for survival.

Art often operates according to 
a different logic. For most artists, 
making art does not lead to wealth. 
Yet people continue to paint, write, 
sculpt, photograph, perform and 
create.

So, if art is not economically 
necessary, why does it exist?

Profound
It is because art reveals something 
profound about human nature. It 
serves different purposes. It reveals 
something fundamental and is part 
of how we understand ourselves and 
the world. 

Art is part of our capacity to 
imagine, communicate, preserve 
memories and express ideas. 
Humans do not simply want to 
survive, we want to find meaning, 
pleasure and beauty in what we do. 

So why did I think I could be the 
one to change the art world? 

As Marxists, we know that ideas 
do not appear out of nowhere. The 
belief that an individual artist can 
transform society through their 
work is a historical product.

Modern understandings of art 
emerged during the Renaissance 
in Europe between the 15th and 
17th centuries. It emphasised 
humans, observation, science, and 
the material world. And it became 
associated with individual creativity, 
skill and the human experience.

The Renaissance established the 
modern conception of the artist as 
an individual genius. As capitalism 

developed, this figure became 
separated from the artisan or craft 
worker. Artistic production became 
more closely aligned to markets. 

Despite this celebration of 
individuality, capitalism has a 
profoundly limiting effect on artistic 
expression. Art is often treated 
as unproductive, meaning artistic 
activities are not rewarded in the 
same way as traditional wage labour.

Capitalism is driven by endless 
accumulation. We sell our labour 
in exchange for a wage. And our 
labour is valued according to what 
it produces and how efficiently this 
is done. 

W h a t  a l l o w s  d i f f e r e n t 
commodities to be exchanged is the 
labour embodied within them. 

Under capitalism, workers are 

paid for their labour power, but 
the value they create typically 
exceeds the wages they’re paid. This 
difference is what Karl Marx called 
surplus value, the source of profit.

Art occupies an uneasy position. 
Its value cannot be measured as 
easily as other forms of labour. As 
a result art is frequently sidelined, 
underfunded and dismissed.

The art world and capitalism rely 
on precarity to devalue creative 
labour whilst profiting from it. 

Marx viewed labour as the 
fundamental way humans interact 
with nature. Under capitalism, 
he argued labour is turned into a 
commodity, leading to exploitation 
and the separation of workers from 
what they produce.

A
RT IS not exempt 
from this. Creativity 
is viewed as its own 
reward, meaning 
artists are expected 
to accept conditions 

that  others would reject . 
Requests to work for expo-
sure and poorly paid or unpaid 
creative jobs are commonplace.

Artists are encouraged to believe 
that economic compensation isn’t 
important. The result is that many 
artists struggle to identify themselves 
as workers with collective interests. 

One of the biggest arguments in 
the Marxist understanding of art is 
whether or not artistic labour is alien-
ated. For Marx, alienated labour is 
labour in which workers lose control 
over what they produce, how they 
produce it and their relationships 
with themselves and others.

Understanding this provides a way 
of thinking about the relationship 
between work, power and identity. 
Marx’s concept is a critique of social 
conditions that separate people from 
control over their lives. 

Under capitalism the artist is 
a worker, because, unless they 
inherited a trust fund, they have to 
feed themselves like the rest of us. 

Artistic trends and movements 
do not emerge in a vacuum. Art has 
always reflected the inequalities that 

shape the rest of society. Wealthy 
collectors, institutions and investors 
have a disproportionate ability to 
shape tastes and determine which 
art is rewarded.

This does not mean artists are 
puppets of the ruling class. Artists 
frequently challenge dominant ideas 
and resist commodification. 

However, they do so within a 
system where visibility, funding and 
success are tied to the preferences of 
those who possess economic power. 

The result is a contradiction—
art is celebrated as a sphere of 
freedom and creativity, yet artistic 
production remains constrained by 
the demands of the market.

From a Marxist perspective, 
artistic labour becomes alienated 
when it is transformed from an end 
in itself into a means of producing 
commodities.  

Independent
During the Renaissance, as artistic 
production became increasingly 
independent from religious and 
aristocratic patronage, many artists 
turned towards experimentation 
and opposition. 

Many of those we now celebrate 
as visionary artists were not received 
so warmly by contemporaries. What 
appears radical in one moment 
can later become accepted, 
institutionalised and commodified.

Capitalism is a remarkably 
dynamic system. Its ability to absorb 
and commodify almost everything 
it encounters extends to resistance 
itself. Rather than suppressing 
opposition, capitalism often 
transforms it into something that 
can be bought, sold and consumed. 

Political resistance becomes an 
aesthetic. It is detached from the 
social movements that produced it.

This extends into the art world. It 
is now normal to see anti-capitalist, 
anti‑colonial, feminist, queer or 
environmental art critiques. 

This reveals capitalism’s capacity 
to accommodate criticism at one 
level without altering the social 
relations that the criticism targets. 

Artists cannot by themselves take 
down capitalism or replace working 
class organisation. But that does not 
mean they are not important.

We are creative beings. We tell 
stories and imagine futures. Art’s 
power lies not in replacing collective 
struggle but in contributing to it.

Ultimately, the struggle for a 
society beyond capitalism is not 
simply a struggle over wages, 
ownership, or the organisation of 
production. It is a struggle over what 
it means to live fully human lives.

Creativity is not an optional extra. 
It is part of what makes us human.

OLIVE SETTING up her end of year exhibition at university (above)  Creatively is part of human nature as  prehistoric
paintings from Brazil show (below)

Capitalism and the 
art world devalue 
creative labour 
whilst profiting 
from it

‘‘ 
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OBITUARY
Pam Corr 
1949-2026
PAM CORR, a long-standing 
member of the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP), died 
earlier this month after a 
long illness. 

Born in 1949 to a working 
class Liverpool family, Pam 
was the first in her family to 
go to grammar school. 

She trained to be a 
teacher in Hull where she 
joined the SWP’s forerunner, 
the International Socialists 
and met her partner, Kevin. 

Together they moved to 
Newham, east London, in 
1975 and have remained 
there ever since. Pam was a 
brilliant comrade and was at 
the heart of Newham SWP 
for many years.

She was particularly 
active in campaigns to 
defend abortion rights, 
always tying the issue to 
the wider interests of the 
working class.

With her very close friend 
Beth Stone, Pam wrote a 
pamphlet on maternity leave 
for teachers.

Concerned that their 

activity would be sidelined 
when they had children, 
Pam, Beth and their partners 
moved in together as one 
household. It worked.

The house was a home to 
the Corrs and the Lights—
and a hive of discussion and 
activity, especially during the 
Great Miners’ Strike. And it 
was also one of thousands 
of Newham households that 
didn’t pay the poll-tax. 

Pam was on the Grunwick 
picket line between 
1976 and 1978, and on 
countless others, including 
the school strikes in 

Newham in 2016.
Wherever she worked, 

Pam was the union rep and 
in 1980 she was elected 
to the National Union of 
Teachers’ executive.

By the late 1990s 
her teaching career had 
progressed, and she was 
leading a borough-wide team 
as an adviser on reading and 
dyslexia. Many educators, 
students and their families 
benefited from her expertise.

After retirement, Pam 
could still be found on 
picket lines, marches and 
meetings.

One of her last organising 
activities was to support 
the local pregnancy advice 
centre in the face of bigots. 

Her political life was 
cut short by the onset of 
Alzheimer’s disease. She 
died on 1 July, surrounded 
by her family. Pam will be 
sorely missed by all who 
knew her.

The kindest, most patient, 
and most caring comrade.

Our thoughts are with 
Kevin and Pam’s girls—
Madeleine, Kathleen, Eve 
and Miriam.
Miriam Scharf and Eve Light

Educators at ‘breaking point’ must 
lead the fight for pay and funding
by PAT MEUSEL

EDUCATORS ARE determined to 
fight over pay and funding—and 
build a ballot for strikes.

Over 100 NEU union members 
joined an Educators Say meeting 
on Monday night. The grassroots 
group was set up in 2023 to organise 
against a bad pay deal.

The meeting was called after 
the School Teachers’ Review Body 
recommended a pay “increase” offer 
for teachers.

In reality, it’s no such thing. The 
offer—3.5 percent from September, 
followed by a further 3 percent next 
year—is only slightly above inflation. 

It’s not fully funded, meaning 
schools will be expected to pay for part 
of it—between 1 and 1.8 percent—
from their own budgets. 

Paddy said the offer simply isn’t 
good enough. “Schools will suffer. 
Our budgets are stretched as it is. We 
haven’t got enough funds to offer an 
adequate education,” he said. 

Unacceptable
Suzanne agreed that the offer was 

unacceptable. “We can’t have an 
unfunded pay rise. We’re already at 
breaking point,” she said.

Daniel Kebede, general secretary 
of the NEU, has promised that 
the union would “never accept” a 
partially funded pay award. 

The union announced in May 
that “formal ballots of teachers and 
support workers in state-maintained 
schools in England will open on 
3 October and close on 15 December.”

But the union leadership put out 
a “snap poll” this week to gauge 
members’ willingness to strike.

The poll “decouples” the question 
of pay from funding.

But in the educators’ meeting, 
most reps reported that the mood 
among their members was to fight 
for both. 

And this says Sean, the branch 
secretary of Northumberland NEU, 
is the strategy that can win. 

“If we only fight over funding, we 
won’t beat the ballot threshold.

“Instead, we need to fight for pay, 
as well as funding,” said Sean. 

“And this is a long-standing 
demand. We were assured by the 
leadership of the union when we 
wound up our strikes in 2023 that 
this would be the first step in the 
battle for pay restoration.”

Crucial
“But we haven’t seen any movement 
towards pay restoration since.

“And it’s a fight that’s crucial now, 
more than ever. 

“With Donald Trump ratcheting 
up the war with attacks against Iran 
this week, lots of commentators are 
predicting skyrocketing inflation in 
years to come. 

“So, if we’re tied to a 3 percent pay 
‘rise’ in 2027-28, that’s potentially 
catastrophic for our members. 

“And that’s on top of the cost of 
living crisis we’re already facing. 
Food inflation’s been through the 
roof over the last four or five years. 

“We know we can fight on multiple 
fronts.”

SCHOOLS

Educators lobbying the Department for Education in 2025

ROUND UP

Brent
MEMBERS OF the NEU 
at Woodfield, a special 
educational needs and 
disabilities (Send) school in 
Brent, west London, were set 
to walk out four of five days 
this week. This is in response 
to the bosses’ move to “fire 
and rehire” support workers 
at the school.

Compass Learning 
Partnership has made 47 lead 
learning assistants redundant.

With the end of term 
approaching, workers are 
escalating action, with strikes 
this week and on 16 and 
17 July. Workers have been out 
for several weeks this year, 
and last, in a long running 
dispute. 
nPicket lines: Woodfield School, 
Glenwood Ave, London, 7.30am.

Bristol 
NEU MEMBERS at six schools 
in Bristol walked out for two 
days last week in a dispute 
over back pay with the E-Act 
academy trust. 

Support workers at 
Bannerman Road Community, 
Barton Hill, Merchants’ and 
Ventures’ academies and 
at Fairlawn Primary and 
Montpelier High schools 
struck on 8-9 July. They first 
walked out on 30 June. 

Support workers there 
are awarded an annual cost 
of living pay uplift agreed in 
October or November and 
backdated to April.

But bosses have only back 
dated pay to September. 

As a result, some workers 
have lost up to £2,000. 

A striker told Socialist 
Worker that the trust was 
bringing in strike-breakers.

“E-Act has shipped in 
workers from out of town, 
putting them up in hotels,” 
they said. 

“The shipped-in staff are 
not teaching and instead 
spend their time in the offices. 

Another striker said, “It’s 
such a contradiction. They 
tell us we’re the beating 
heart of the school and then 
they treat us like this. It’s so 
disrespectful.

“And, with all the money 
they’re pouring in to try to 
break the strike, they could 
surely pay all of our back pay,” 
they added.

Tower Hamlets
NEU MEMBERS at Brick Lane 
School in Tower Hamlets, east 
London, last week wrapped 
up 17 days of strikes this year 
in a dispute over terms and 
conditions.

Brick Lane is a school 
for students with special 
educational needs and 
disabilities (Send).

Since walking out, strikers 
have won union recognition 
and recruited 50 workers 
to the union. But there are 
battles ahead.

The school is run by a 
private equity firm, Outcomes 
First Group. The firm has 
millions in the bank but 
refuses to raise workers’ 
wages by £4,000 a year.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Labour plunges knife into universities
LABOUR IS slashing higher 
education funding, even as 
some of its own politicians 
warn of “devastating effects” 
of cuts. 

The Department for 
Education announced last week 
that it will reduce grant funding 
to universities by £50.9 million 
next academic year.

It will cut funding for 
nursing, computing, history, 
creative arts, performing arts, 
archaeology and geography 
courses. 

The state will also no longer 
support the salaries of NHS 
workers who also do teaching 
and research in universities.

That means higher education 
cuts will also hit the quality 

of NHS care. Labour says 
it will also cut support for 
disadvantaged students. 

Meanwhile, planned cuts at 
London South Bank University 
(LSBU) are so severe that 
MPs are calling on the Office 
for Students watchdog to 
intervene. 

UCU union members at 
LSBU voted overwhelmingly 
for strikes and, after recent 
walkouts, are considering 
escalating their action.

Bosses want to rip up all 
academic workers’ contracts 
and force them to compete 
against one another. 

At Sheffield Hallam, 
management backed down over 
plans to outsource workers after 

workers struck. But elsewhere, 
workers are still unclear 
whether bosses will end attacks 
on pensions. 

Meanwhile, UCU members 
at London Metropolitan 
University protested at the 
college’s open day over bosses’ 
plans to slash 60 jobs. 

UCU members Goldsmiths 
and the University of 
Nottingham need solidarity 
as they continue their strikes 
against job cuts. The money is 
there to fund education. But the 
government is choosing warfare 
over education. 

The UCU should combine 
industrial action with a demand 
that Andy Burnham reverses 
the cuts.

WELSH GOVERNMENT

Throw the 
book at them
PCS CIVIL servants’ union 
members at Llyfrgell 
Genedlaethol Cymru—the 
National Library of Wales—
have voted for action by 
95.35 percent.

Over 95 percent of workers 
voted for strikes, with 
88.37 percent also voting to 
take action short of strike.

They are planning to take 
action over bosses’ plans to 
change pensions rules that 
would result in people working 
longer and paying more in.

PCS members want their 
pensions to match those of 
other workers in the devolved 
sector in Wales.
nSend your messages of 
support to wales@pcs.org.uk

HEALTH

Falling pay is poor 
prognosis, say docs
Consultant-grade NHS 
doctors in England have 
voted in favour of strikes 
over pay.

A BMA union ballot 
last week showed that 
76 percent of senior doctors 
backed strikes.

The union demands that 
the government address 
years of pay erosion that is 
affecting doctors’ pensions.

Average pay remains 
26 percent lower in real 
terms than it was 17 years 
ago. The final point on their 
payscale is £16,000 lower 
than that of colleagues in 
Wales.

All health workers 
deserve a decent pay rise.
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Cancer research bosses 
tear up health and safety 
by  CAMILLA ROYLE  

STRIKES AT the Institute 
of Cancer Research (ICR) 
in London are reaching a 
crunch point as bosses 
tear up health and safety.  

T h e  U n i t e  u n i o n  
members marked their 18th 
day of strikes over pay on 
Thursday of last week. 

They have received wide 
support, with cars and buses 
honking their horns as they 
pass the cancer researchers’ 
picket lines.

ICR strikers explained 
that  agency s taf f  and  
managers have been brought 
in to take deliveries while the 
stores workers are on strike.

These include deliveries of 
hazardous materials. 

The agency workers don’t 
have the proper training and 
it is causing a serious risk.

Strikers told Socialist 
Worker that transport pallets 
and piles of boxes are filling 
up corridors.

Delivered 
Materials being delivered 
to the site in Kensington 
in west London include  
hundreds of litres of liquid 
nitrogen in heavy mobile 
tanks.

A leaking container of 
liquid nitrogen could cause 
injury or death. 

In 2011 a laboratory 
worker at Imperial College 
died after handling the 
substance without proper 
ventilation.

One striking worker said 
that someone was employed 
to  unload rad ioact ive  
material and that “no-one 

gave him any instructions” 
related to safety.

I n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  
precious materials were 
ruined because they were not 
kept in a fridge. Others were 
frozen instead of refrigerated.

The strikers said that 
people were angry about the 
disruption to their research. 
But they don’t blame the 
agency workers, they blame 
the managers.

“We are confident of  
winning—the question is how 
much more damage does the 
executive want to do before 
resolving it,” a striker said.

The strikers are deter-
mined to win their battle over 
pay. Another striker, Jamila, 
told Socialist Worker, “If you 
work for ICR you don’t expect 
to have to strike for pay.

“People act like we are 
being greedy, but we just 
want to pay the bills. 

“People are struggling 

at the end of the month.”  
She explained that even 
before the strike, conditions 
in the labs were “untenable”. 

Projects have been falling 
behind schedule and there 
are problems recruiting  
workers while bosses say 
there is no money.

Yet the ICR’s financial 
report states that it has 
£154.5 million in unrestricted 
reserves.

Last  Monday, bosses  
presented what they referred 
to as a new, improved pay 
offer. 

But Unite members said 
it was the same offer they 
rejected last month. 

The union branch held a 
members’ meeting and over-
whelmingly voted to reject 
the latest “offer”.

Chris told Socialist Worker, 
“A lot of people feel insulted, 
it’s the same deal in differ-
ent words. We are willing to  

negotiate any time they want. 
But it’s a delaying tactic. We 
are in week five now, the 
weather is hot. They are 
hoping people trickle back to 
work.

“We need more donations 
so that people can afford to 
stay out here,” he added.

The ICR gets some of its 
funding from charities like 
Cancer Research UK and 
Breast Cancer Now. 

These institutions won’t 
want to see ICR bosses 
raking in huge salaries while  
workers’ pay falls behind.

 They can also pressure 
the ICR bosses to make the  
workers a better offer.
lUnion branches and 
individuals can donate to their 
strike fund 
Reference: ICR-Strike Fund  
Account Name: Unite LE/524 
Branch 
Sort Code: 608301  
Account Number: 30010808

LABORATORIES

STRIKING WORKERS at the Institute of Cancer Research �

East End Homes workers 
strike to defend pensions  
WORKERS AT East End Homes 
(EEH) in Tower Hamlets, east 
London, struck last week and 
this week against pension 
theft. 

The Unison union members 
are furious with housing 
association bosses’ plans to 
move them onto an inferior 
pension scheme.

This could see them lose up 
to half of their pensions over 
the next 10 years.

The workers, who are 
administrators, caretakers 
and housing officers, are 
responsible for around  
3,900 homes.

One worker on the picket 
line told Socialist Worker that 
many of them had worked for 
EEH for over 20 years—and 
thought their pensions were 
safe. “Many of us don’t have 
savings,” she explained. 

“Our pensions are the only 
way that we’re going to be 
able to live with dignity after 
we retire. 

“Now after all these years, 
when some of us are nearing 
retirement, they’re trying to 
take thousands of pounds a 
year off us. 

Another striker told 
Socialist Worker, “We’ve 
calculated that it would be a 
loss between £6-8,000 a year. 

“For some workers who 
haven’t been here as long it’s 
as much as £9,000.” 

Bosses are trying to force 

through changes with the 
veiled threat of “fire and 
rehire” if workers do not 
consent. 

Newer workers are already 
on the inferior contracts with 
diminished pensions. 

“They’re threatening to 
sack us to push it through,” 
one striker told Socialist 
Worker. “They’ll fire and 
then rehire us, so they say, 
but on these new terms and 
conditions. 

“They’ve said that it’s all 
about fairness, but why not 
put everyone on the better 
pension scheme. 

“That would be the fair 
thing to do.

She explained, “This 
scheme that they’re trying to 
move us onto is also a more 
precarious scheme. 

“It’s based on investments. 
If investments go down, 
your pension will go down. 
Whereas with the old scheme, 
it’s guaranteed. 

“We know what we’re 
getting year on year.”

Another striker said that, 
if bosses are allowed to get 
away with this, they will feel 
emboldened to attack other 
terms and conditions and go 
after pay. 

There are plans for two 
more rounds of strikes before 
the end of July if bosses 
remain hellbent on trying to 
steal workers’ pensions. 

AQA exam board strikers escalate fight for pay justice
by JUDE MCKECHNIE 

THE FIGHT for pay 
restoration at the AQA 
exam board has roared 
back onto the picket line. 

Around 400 Unison 
union members at 
England’s largest exam 
board began a two week-
long strike on Monday. 

And, in an important 
escalation, Unite union 
members at AQA, were set 
to join the picket lines later 
this week. 

They were set to strike 
alongside Unison on 
Thursday and Friday. 

Unite said a poll of its 
members at AQA found 
more than 10 percent 
“regularly use or are 
considering using” food 
banks. 

Meanwhile half of Unite 
members said their debts 
have increased in the last 
year.

But annual accounts for 
2025 show AQA has free 
reserves of more than  
£88 million.

Join the AQA strikers in 
Manchester on Friday,  
17 July. 

Unison and Unite 
members will hold a rally 
together. 

EXAMINERS  

HOUSING 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND SCHOOLS 

Build strike ballot for pay fight 
UNISON UNION activists are 
building the biggest possible 
vote for strikes and turnout 
in the local government and 
schools ballot.

The ballot, which comes 
in response to the Labour 
government’s paltry  
3.3 percent pay offer, runs 
until 6 August.  

The union says it is 
“balloting members in 
strategically targeted 
employers”. 

In Salford, Greater 
Manchester, Unison 
members held a pay rally 
outside Town Hall last week 
to build momentum. 

They heard from a range 
of speakers, including 
Rebecca Long-Bailey MP 
and councillor Wilson 
Nkurunziza.

How to build the ballot: 
lMake sure you vote 
yourself.  
lChat to your co-workers 
about why they should vote 
in the ballot.
lCall for workplace union 
meetings to help establish 
momentum and get 
organised. 
lLeaflet council workers 
to push out information 
regarding the ballot. 
lCall for the union to put on 
regional pay rallies.
lDo stalls at council 

buildings so you can have 
in-depth chats with members.

nTHOUSANDS OF Unite 
union members working for 
local authorities are balloting 
for strikes after rejecting 
bosses’ 3.3 percent pay offer. 

They include refuse 
workers, street cleaners, 
street lighting, teaching 
assistants and home care 
staff. 

The councils being 
balloted are, Great Yarmouth, 
North East Lincolnshire, 
South Tyneside, Blackburn 
with Darwen Borough, 
Bolton, Cumberland, 
Knowsley, Liverpool City 
Council, Liverpool City 
Region, Oldham, Sefton, 
Warrington, Westmorland 
and Furness, Wirral, Bristol, 
Cardiff, Durham, Haringey, 
Leeds, Hampshire County 
Council, Portsmouth and 
Southampton. 

The ballot opens this 
Thursday and is set to 
continue until 17 August. 

Meanwhile, craft workers 
who do maintenance for 
five local councils are also 
in dispute and have struck 
last month over pay and 
conditions. 

Activists should push for 
coordinated strikes across 
local government and 
schools in the autumn. 



 HUMILIATED TRUMP
 RISKS NEW IRAN WAR

A MAN kicks a large banner depicting Donald Trump with a target on his head during funeral 
ceremonies for Iran’s slain leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in Tehran last week

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

DONALD TRUMP’S claim to 
have settled the US-Israel war 
on Iran was shattered this 
week as the Middle East stood 
on the brink of a return to all-
out war.

The US rained down missiles 
on Iran after the Islamic Republic 
asserted control of the Strait of 
Hormuz. In response, Iran launched 
missiles at oil tankers and at US 
bases and regional allies.

Shipping through the vital 
waterway has again ground to a 
halt, raising oil prices and spreading 
uncertainty through the region.

It’s a far cry from June, when the 
US president boasted that his deal 
with Iran would “let the oil flow,” 
and when he told shipping to “start 
your engines.”

Humiliation
The repeated eruptions of fighting 
prove that Trump’s deal was actually 
a humiliation for the US and that the 
president is now lashing out in the 
hope of securing a better one.

But when asked about this last 
week, Trump declared, “I think it’s 
over. I don’t want to deal with them 
anymore. They’re scum, they’re led 
by sick people and they’re vicious, 
violent people.”

Trump’s war was always doomed 
to failure.

Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu persuaded him in 

February to launch attacks on Iran 
on the assumption that its regime 
would collapse swiftly.

The two countries shared a vision 
of turning the region, from Gaza to 
the Gulf, into a high-tech capitalist 
paradise.

But the regime did not collapse. 
Instead, Iran closed the Strait and 
attacked US regional interests, 
sending markets into panic. Trump 
began searching for an off-ramp.

The resulting “interim agreement” 
was widely seen as a loss for the 

US—and increased tensions with 
its watchdog state, Israel.

One of the key flashpoints 
in  negot ia t ions  was  I ran ’ s 
uranium-enrichment programme. 

Point 8 said, “The Islamic 
Republic of Iran reaffirms that it 

shall not procure or develop nuclear 
weapons.”

The US and Iran would “resolve 
the disposition of stockpiled 
enriched material” based on a 
“mechanism that will be mutually 
agreed upon.”

But it added that Iran would 
“maintain the current status quo 
of its nuclear programme” and that 
the US would “not impose any new 
sanctions” or “deploy additional 
forces in the region.”

Jockeying
On c lose  examinat ion,  the 
agreement looked less favourable to 
the US than the one that president 
Barack Obama negotiated in 2015.

Trump pulled the US out of that 
agreement in 2018.

Now, Trump appears to be 
jockeying for position to save face 
for the US. He tried to claim last 
week that “it’s not really a war so 
much”—“it’s a de-nuking of Iran, 
the de-nuclearisation of Iran.”

But if there’s one country that 
needs “de-nuking” in the Middle 
East, it’s Israel. The colonial state is 
the only power in the Middle East 
that has nuclear weapons. 

As US imperialism sinks deeper 
into crisis and spreads war, our task 
in Britain is to fight against the war 
machine at home.

National march for Palestine, 12 noon, 
this Saturday, central London.  
National protest at Elbit 
Systems Thursday 23 July.  
Details palestinecampaign.org

PALESTINE

British health workers back top doctor tortured by Israel
HEALTH WORKERS across 
Britain are rallying support 
for one of Gaza’s most 
prominent medics, who is 
being held without trial in 
an Israeli torture centre.

Israel has locked 
up Dr Abu Safiya for 
18 months and his life is in 
danger. His lawyer, Nasser 
Odeh, said that when he 
visited his client recently 
at the notorious Rakefet 
interrogation centre, 
the doctor’s face was so 

badly beaten he could not 
recognise him.

Odeh said, “Bruises 
covered his face, around 
his eyes, on his neck and 
on his ears.

“He nearly lost 
consciousness several 
times.” 

Odeh reported that, 
“He told us that he was 
subjected to severe 
violence inside the prison, 
especially on the day of 
the visit.”

Maggie, a health worker 
and Unite union activist in 
south London, said the issue 
was “hugely important” 
to her colleagues and her 
union branch.

“Israel’s targeting of 
health workers is deeply 
shocking to all of us. 

“We are determined to 
show solidarity with them. 
“Palestine is a touchstone 
issue for many of us here,” 
said Maggie.

Abu Safiya told his 

lawyer that more than five 
prison guards assaulted 
him after Israel’s Supreme 
Court heard an appeal 
against his detention last 
month. 

The guards used 
their hands, batons and 
hammers.

He also said that, 
despite his many injuries, 
he had not received any 
medical treatment.

“Signs of beatings 
and torture were clearly 

visible on his face. He was 
exhausted and unable to 
breathe.

“He said clearly, ‘I’m 
living in hell. The mind 
can’t imagine what I go 
through every day’.”

Maggie says that health 
activists should use the 
backing that Abu Safiya is 
getting to raise the case at 
work.

“We must not give in to 
pressure to be silent on 
Palestine,” she said.Dr Abu Safiya before his arrest
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