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As millions hope for real change

BURNHAM
MUST END
LABOUR’S

AUSTERITY

..But his cabinet wants billions
for the military—and renewed
war on Migrants >>pages2,35ands

EBOLA

Congo state fuels
disinformation

AN EBOLA virus outbreak
in the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) is the
fastest-growing in history.
The state’s poor response
to the crisis—and the history
of war and colonialism—is
fuelling conspiracy theories.
DRC community activist
Seth told Socialist Worker
that disinformation is putting
the lives of people and health
workers in grave danger.

>>Page 7

ANTI-CAPITALISM

Genoa protests
shook the rich

TWENTY FIVE years ago
the world’s most powerful
leaders gathered for a

G8 summit in the Doge’s
Palace in Genoa, Italy.

Before the event was
finished, a young man called
Carlo Giuliani would be shot
dead by police. Many more
would suffer life-changing
injuries.

But hundreds of
thousands of protesters
braved extraordinary levels
of police violence to rage
against the system.

>>Pages 8&9
|

HISTORY

Spain 1936—
between fascism
and revolution

NINETY YEARS ago,

a far right coup led by

the military attempted

to overthrow Spain’s

republican government.
But workers took up

arms and began to raise the

possibility of a new society.

>>Pages 10&11
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BURNHAM

CLAIMS NEW

ERA.. LET'S

MAKE HIM
DELIVER IT

Andy Burnham promises change, but his cabinet is a
Starmer tribute act. Frankie Murden says we’ll have to
keep fighting—and sets out demands to push for

EW PRIME minister
Andy Burnham this
week promised to
deliver the “biggest
changes in 40 years’.
His criticisms of
Margaret Thatcher’s legacy will
strike a chord with many working
class people desperate for change.

Breaking with decades of
neoliberal policies requires more.

It means challenging big business
interests—and it requires breaking
with Labour’s self-imposed “fiscal
rules” that lock in austerity mark 2.

But Burnham’s reshuffled cabinet
is full of Labour right wingers who
want more money for arms—and to
keep up the war on migrants.

John Healey, the new chancellor,
resigned from Keir Starmer’s

SRR D To DUTRACT
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Burnham posed as rebel to get elected

cabinet because he wanted even
more “defence spending” (see right).

And Shabana Mahmood, who has
spearheaded the war on migrants,
remains as home secretary.

Burnham promises workers
change, but wants to keep the
Labour right, bosses and markets on
board.

That’s why he declared that he
“will be a pro-business leader of the
Labour party as I was a pro-business
mayor of Greater Manchester”.

We must put massive pressure
on Burnham to deliver. Let’s keep
organising the fight back.

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

Tackle cost of living
Crisis

BURNHAM SAYS that tackling the
cost of living crisis will be a top
priority and has promised to give
working class people “breathing
space”.

As the weekly food shop and
monthly bills bite, millions of
people will welcome the thought
of “breathing space”.

Burnham was set to announce
a series of measures and “how
we will pay for them”, as Socialist
Worker went to press on Tuesday.

In his first major
announcement, he said he
will remove the VAT tax from
household electricity bills.

The move could save
households around £45 a year.

The money will come from
scrapping Keir Starmer’s Digital ID
Scheme.

But Labour right wingers are
already saying no money had been
allocated for the scheme, meaning
Burnham has to find £850 million.

And Burnham used his
inaugural speech to say that his

Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
Twitter @socialistworker

ELECTED A little over two years ago,
Sir Keir is now being carted away to
be replaced by another Labour clone.
Only pressure from below can push
Andy Burnham to act for working
class people

“first instruction” will be to “end
rough sleeping in our country.”

But the devil will be in the
details—and Burnham is hoping
he can deliver without breaking
with market orthodoxy.

He hasn’t said anything about
one of the best ways to tackle the
cost of living crisis—boosting pay.

We should demand “pay
restoration” for all workers. That
means forcing bosses to offer pay
rises that make up for years of
past losses.

Teachers have suffered a
real terms pay cut of up to
30 percent between 2008-9 and
2025-6.

Nurses’ wages are around
£8,000 a year less than if they had
kept up with inflation. And retail
workers have seen real pay fall by
between 8 and 12 percent over the
same period.

As a start, a Burnham
government should immediately
make new pay claims to local
government, school and health
workers currently in dispute.

And, if Labour doesn’t want to
do it, unions have to organise for
it.

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601
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You can’t beat him by copying him

Stop stealing
Farage’s clothes

ANTI-RACISTS ARE demanding
that Burnham breaks with Labour’s
war on migrants.

Over 200 refugee charities and
organisations have signed an open
letter calling on the new prime
minister to reject the “politics of
division”.

“For too long, public debate has
been shaped by hostile politics,
divisive rhetoric and policies that
have dehumanised people seeking

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London

E16 9EJ
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asylum,” it says. “Prime minister,
we ask you to reject the politics of
division, and focus on what unites
us, to build common ground, and
to extend dignity, humanity and
hope to those who have already
endured so much.”

It is important that there is
anti-racist pressure on Burnham
from day one.

During the Makerfield
by-election in June, he supported
home secretary Shabana
Mahmood’s crackdown on migrants
and refugees.

And, last week, he voted in
favour of “reforms” that promise to
“stop the boats”.

And during his election
campaign, Burnham also backed
“guidance” from EHRC’s equalities
board that attacks trans people.

Labour wants to make it harder
for migrants to come to Britain—
and make life harder for those who
do.

It wants to raise skill thresholds
for work visas, increase salary
requirements and make people
wait longer to “settle” in Britain
with rights.

And Mahmood floated the idea
of making asylum seekers pay
some £10,000 to the government
for their own housing support.

Burnham says he doesn’t want
to “out-Reform” Reform UK. If he’s
serious about that, he should scrap
Mahmood’s “reforms” and stand up
to the lie that migrants are a drain
on resources.

Dustbin
of history

We need a National
Care Service

THE NEW prime minister said,
“If there’s one area I’m going to
expend quite a lot of political
capital, it’s going to be on social
care.”

He promised to “grasp the
nettle” of Britain’s social care
crisis, while talking about his
own father’s dementia.

In 2010, Burnham proposed
replacing inheritance tax with
a “care levy” that would fund a
“national care service”.

This would be free at the point
of service like the NHS.

This would be a massive
advance on what exists now.

We should demand that
Burnham nationalises the care
sector and runs it as a public
service, funded by general
taxation.

And, all those care workers at
risk of losing their immigration
visa should be told they can stay;,
and bring their families here too.

Kick Palantir out of
the NHS

A PIVOTAL part of the privatisation
of the NHS is the £330 million deal
with US tech company Palantir.

This will see a company closely
linked to US president Donald
Trump and Israeli war crimes
managing NHS patient data.

Palantir wants to get its hands
on data from Britain—and make
millions in profits in the process.

The spyware manufacturer
is two years into a seven-year
contract with the NHS, worth
£330 million.

The Federated Data Platform
uses Palantir technology and more
than half of NHS trusts in England
use it.

But a break clause in the
government’s NHS contract with
Palantir is coming up soon—and
Burnham could act.

He has promised to put “the
public before the interests of US
big tech”—dumping Palantir would
be a good start.

Stop arms sales and fossil fuels

BURNHAM SAYS Labour got
it “wrong” in its response to
Israel’s launching of genocide
in Gaza.

He wouldn’t have admitted
that without pressure from the
Palestine solidarity movement.

Millions on the streets have
helped change people’s ideas
about the region—and they
shattered Starmer’s leadership
even before he became prime
minister.

We need action, not just
words, from Burnham.

At a minimum, he must
uphold the international
arrest warrants for Benjamin
Netanyahu and former Israeli
defence minister, Yoav Gallant.

His government must
publicly acknowledge the
findings of the International
Court of Justice and the
United Nations. Both have
concluded that there is
compelling evidence of
genocide and serious breaches
of international law.

Burnham must stop all arms
sales, and all other trade, with
Israel. The war abroad goes
hand in hand with the war
at home—with authoritarian
clampdowns and boosting

Ed Miliband hoped to be Chancellor

“defence spending”. He must
reverse the authoritarian
policies that have seen
hundreds of people arrested for
supporting Palestine.

A just transition

WHEN IT comes to oil and
climate change, Burnham
seems to be backing Donald
Trump’s “drill, baby, drill”
approach. His government is
expected to allow more drilling
in the North Sea.

Rosebank, near the Shetland
Islands, is Britain’s largest
untapped oil and gas field.
Drilling there would release

around 250 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide over 25 years.

Some sections of the trade
union movement—including the
GMB, Unite and RMT—back the
drilling plans saying they will
boost jobs.

But it isn’t in the interests
of any worker to see the planet
burn. The answer is a just
transition where fossil fuel
workers’ skills are used to build
a sustainable future without
loss of pay.

Gordon, an energy worker
in Scotland, told Socialist
Worker, “l worked in the oil
and gas sector for many years
and have recently moved into
renewables.

“Many of my former
colleagues are worried about
their livelihood and future.

“But everyone recognises
that climate change is
happening and we need to
change how we generate power.

“This energy transition
is already happening, but
we need a just transition. It
would support the oil and gas
workforce to use their skills
in constructing and running
sustainable green power, not
throw them on the scrap heap.”

No more empty
promises, free
our trade unions

KEIR STARMER promised to
scrap the Trade Union Act
2016—but then dragged his
feet at every turn.

The Employment Rights Act
has cleared the way for real
change to restrictions that bind
the unions, but Labour hasn't
implemented all of its changes.

Electronic balloting is expected
to be introduced from next
month, making it easier to vote in
strike ballots.

But the 2016 Act introduced a
minimum turnout of 50 percent
in strike ballots, and this has not
yet been repealed.

Matt Wrack, the NASUWT
teachers’ union leader, said, “No
other democratic process in
Britain is subject to such a rule.

“MPs are not elected on a
50 percent turnout threshold.
Councillors are not. The prime
minister is not.

“If Westminster elections
were held to the same standard
imposed on workers, half the
Cabinet would not be in office.

“Itis a structural barrier
that entrenches inequality and
is highly discriminatory. The
50 percent strike ballot threshold
must be repealed immediately
with no caveats or conditions.”

Mahmood—voice of Labour’s right

New cabinet,
same old faces

JOHN HEALEY is chancellor.
The former defence secretary
who quit Starmer's government
over arms spending.

He thought the government
wasn't spending enough on war.

He will push for more cash
for the generals alongside
new defence secretary Wes
Streeting.

Jonathan Reynolds returns
as business secretary after he
lost his job in the last reshuffle.
Every time bosses demanded
he water down the Employment
Rights Act, he happily conceded.

Angela Rayner, who resigned
as housing secretary over a
housing corruption scandal,
returns to the role.

Ed Miliband is the new
foreign secretary. He wasted no
time putting out a statement that
talked of Russia's illegal invasion
of Ukraine—but only of “conflicts
in the Middle East".
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Two crucial

attles

nst
rm UK

y-election

bz PAT MEUSEL

ACTIVISTS ARE taking on far
right Reform UK in two key
by-elections this summer—
for Clacton’s MP and Greater
Manchester’s mayor.

In Clacton in Essex, there is a
crucial fight on against Nigel Farage
ahead of next month’s by-election.

Around 30 activists from Stand
Up To Racism (SUTR) set up a stall
in Clacton-on-Sea last Sunday.

One passerby looking at a leaflets
snapped, “Stand up to racism? I
stand up for racism. And Nigel stands
up for us, when no one else does.”

Some reactions were even more
hostile. But hundreds of people did
take leaflets.

“What’s Farage ever done for
Clacton?” one local woman asked.

“If he were going to do something
for the people of this town, he could
make a start by showing up once in
a while,” she added.

“He’s lining his pockets, while poor
people in this town are struggling.”

Farage called the by-election
to distract from the controversy
around him accepting a £5 million
“gift” from crypto billionaire
Christopher Harborne.

Some people in Clacton were
clearly outraged by this corruption.
For others, it was a reason to write
off politics altogether.

“So what if he took some money?
They all do,” another passerby said.

Others, however, put the blame
on migrants and refugees.

Blame

“It’s all of these people coming over
in boats. There’s too many of them,”
one person said.

That's no accident. It’s the result of
far right figures like Farage pushing
racism to divide people.

That’s why it’s crucial to expose
Farage—for his racism as well as his
anti-working class policies.

Ben, a local who helped out on
the stall, said, “Farage wants to
exclude people from Clacton. He’s
a racist. It’s as simple as that.”

Mica, an organiser with SUTR,
said, “It’s been important to be

BACK STORY

By-elections are taking place
in Clacton and Manchester

®The Greater Manchester
mayoral by-election is set for
30 July. It was triggered by Andy
Burnham becoming MP for
Makerfield.

®Reform UK leader Nigel Farage
resigned as an MP this month.

It triggered a by-electionin his
Clacton constituency on

13 August that he will stand in.

here today, to give confidence to
the anti-racist majority of Clacton.
There’s clearly an audience. We've
had ten people sign up to SUTR.”

Julie Sherry, from SUTR told
Socialist Worker, “There are
people in this town who are angry,
disaffected and frustrated.

“But when you have conversations
with people, sometimes very difficult
conversations, you can start to shift
their ideas to win them to our side.”

Clare from Greater Manchester
SUTR, spoke to Socialist Worker
about the campaign against
Reform UK in the mayoral by-election.
Over 100 activists handed out over
5,000 SUTR leaflets last weekend.

“We need to build as big a side
as we possibly can,” said Clare. “We
had a brilliant stall on Market Street,
in Manchester.

“But we also made inroads into
places we hadn’t been before, like
Heywood, north Manchester. The far
right have been trying to build there.

“But we got 15 people on a stall
there, to show that anti-racists are
the majority.”

SUTR’s activity was supported
by members of local Unison
union branches, as well as Labour
councillors.

Clare said that since the campaign
was launched they’d “barely seen
Reform UK campaigners out.”

While Labour is currently polling
in first place, on 38 percent, Reform
UK is second, on 24 percent.

“We’re confident that we’ll beat
them in Manchester. But we’re not
complacent. We know we’ve got
bigger battles ahead,” she said.

THE SEASIDE town of Clacton-on-Sea is one of the poorest parts of the country
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Glasgow campaigners say far right

doesn't protect womer

ANTI-RACISTS IN Glasgow
are organising against the far
right after a number of violent
protests in the city in recent
weeks.

In Springburn, in north
Glasgow, crowds of far right
thugs gathered earlier this month
in an attempt to weaponise
anger at a sexual assault to
attack migrants.

And racists targeted a house in
Castlemilk in the south of the city
after false claims were circulated
online that a “migrant” and “sex
offender” was living there.

Groups like Unite the Clans
and Patriotic Alternative are
among those attempting to use
horrific attacks against women
and girls to build their fascist
street movement.

Unite the Clans has called
a demonstration on Saturday
which is expected to attract far
right groups from across Britain.

Anti-racist Zamard told
Socialist Worker that attacks on
Muslim and migrant communities
are becoming more frequent.

“These protests are not really
about violence against women,
they are about racism,” said
Zamard.

Sisters Against Cuts protest

“Unite the Clans have been
using these ‘local’ protests to
build for their demonstration
and make it their biggest one yet.

“That’s why the anti-racist
movement needs to turn up and
outnumber and humiliate them
just like we did last time. We
have to show the far right that
they don’t have the upper hand.
Anti-racists are the majority.”

Maryam is the co-organiser of
Sisters Against Cuts, a campaign
opposing cuts to Murray’s
Initiative (see page 14). She
spoke to Socialist Worker about
the real threats to women’s
safety—and why the far right

and girls

rarely talks about them.

Murray’s Initiative supports
survivors of gender-based
violence and abuse in Glasgow,
many of whom are also in
recovery from addiction.

“At Sisters Against Cuts, we
see daily how poverty and cuts
trap women in danger, which
hits migrants and women of
colour most.

“Blaming minorities or asylum
seekers doesn’t protect women,
it weakens the collective fight for
our safety,” said Maryam.

“In Scotland, this rhetoric
has accelerated the far right’s
foothold. They are exploiting
real failures in tackling violence
against women, while offering
no solutions.

“‘Protecting women and
girls’ is a mask the far right
uses for anti-migrant racism,
Islamophobia and white
nationalism,” she said.

Maryam added, “We need
to build mass anti-racist
mobilisations to drive the far
right off our streets and support
strikes and campaigns defending
public and essential services that
keep us together and thriving.”
Jude Mckechnie
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Protest demands Labour
ends Its support for Israel

TENS OF thousands of people
took to the streets of London on
Saturday for the 36th national
Palestine demonstration.

They celebrated Keir Starmer’s
downfall—and demanded that new
Labour leader Andy Burnham stops
supporting Israel.

Shaheda joined the demonstration
with her family from Reading. She
told Socialist Worker, “We have a
new prime minister and he needs to
know that we haven’t gone away.

“This is not the time to stop
protesting. We need Palestine on
everyone’s minds.”

Mick from the Midlands agreed.
When asked if he thought Burnham
would change Labour’s stance on
Palestine, he told Socialist Worker,
“We hope that if we can bring enough
pressure, he’ll be different.

“But he won’t be different just
because he’s Burnham—we’ve got to
force him to be different.”

Corto, a member of the French
left wing LFI party living in London,
was less hopeful. “I think Burnham
might talk a bit better about issues
than Starmer, but they come from
the same political machine,” he told
Socialist Worker.

Some protesters already have
demands for Burnham. Michael told
Socialist Worker, “He has to impose
sanctions and impose an arms
embargo on Israel.

“And crucially, as prime minister,
will he make sure that the Palestine
Action ban will be lifted? That will be
a real test for him.”

Solidarity

At least a dozen Unite union members
on strike at the Institute for Cancer
Research (ICR) joined the march.

Aiden, a Unite union rep at the ICR,
told Socialist Worker, “I'm here today
to stand in solidarity with Palestine.

“It’'s important for trade unionists
to be involved in the struggle for a
free Palestine.

“We have to struggle on the picket
line, the same as we have to struggle
for Palestine.

“We live in hope that we can fight
and win on both fronts.”

Faisa from Derby thinks multiple
forms of protest are necessary to
ramp up the pressure.

She told Socialist Worker that
she’d set up a Palestine solidarity
group locally.

“Our group has been part of
protests outside the UAV Engines
factory in Shenstone,” she said.

UAV Engines is owned by Elbit
Systems, Israel’s largest weapons
manufacturer. They build engines
that power Israeli drones.

Faisa added, “Blocking the factories
where these weapons are made is
important.

“That is shutting down the war
machine and hitting those who make
a profit from killing children.”

At the rally Palestinian ambassador
to Britain, Husam Zomlot, said that
Burnham’s apology for Labour’s inac-
tion over Palestine is “an important

=
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step”. But he added that we must now
“demand action” from him.
“Number one, all the ICC arrest
warrants must be upheld. Benjamin
Netanyahu must be arrested. Stop all
arm sales to Israel. Sanction Israel.”

Imprisoned

Sukaina Rajwani is the mother of
Fatema Zainab, imprisoned as a
terrorist last week as part of the
Filton 25 group of non-violent direct
actionist campaigners.

She told the crowd, “On Friday
12 June, Judge Johnson sentenced
Palestine Action direct actionists as
terrorists.

“My daughter, Fatema Zainab
Rajwani, was one of them. Their
crime? Protesting against the Israeli
military.

“For the first time in history, they

THE 36TH national Palestine
demonstration (top) Health
workers for Palestine (above)
Activists demand Andy
Burnham impose sanctions on
Israel (left)

Photos by Guy Smallman

were sentenced for a crime they were
not tried for.”

As the British state ramps up
repression, a key task is building mass
support for those bearing the brunt of
Labour’s authoritarianism.

Support the Filton 25 and Brize
Norton 6—organise union and
workplace meetings and invite people
from the campaigns to speak.

And let’s fight to force the Labour
government to stop all arms sales to
Israel, impose sanctions and cut all
ties with the terror state.

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign
(PSC) have called a national
demonstration at the Filton arms
plant, near Bristol, this Thursday.

Coaches are going from London,
Dorset, Birmingham and elsewhere.

The International Conference
Against War, organised by Stop The
War Coalition last month, called for
an global day of action for Palestine
on 10 October.

This will include a national
demonstration in Britain.

The conference also called for
mobilisations against rearmament on
21-22 November.

Details for the demo at the arms factory
go to palestinecampaign.org

WHAT WE THINK

PUT PEOPLE BEFORE
PROFIT

NDY BURNHAM is talking about bringing water,
energy and other utilities back into public control.

Good—but if he wants to break with privatisation,
he must not protect those who got rich from it.

Burnham has said that public ownership is an option
for Thames Water and that the “essentials of life” should be run in
the public interest.

But there is a huge question hanging over this—will Burnham
hand billions in compensation to the company shareholders who
have already made fortunes from wrecking public services?

Thames Water is already gearing up for a legal challenge if
Burnham attempts full nationalisation of Britain’s biggest water
company.

Thames Water has accrued immense debt, amounting to around
£20 billion. Meanwhile its shareholders have extracted huge profits
while working class people faced rising bills,and as rivers were
polluted and infrastructure left to rot.

The idea that the public should now pay the same people to take
back what should never have been sold is obscene—and should be
rejected.

Socialists should demand nationalisation without compensation.

But public ownership must mean more than simply swapping a
private boss for a government-appointed one.

Our vision of nationalisation is not based on the state adopting
the role of the old bosses.And it shouldn’t be about running
state-owned enterprises according to the logic of profit and loss.

They should be run as public services.

Our vision is for democratic social ownership with workers
directly involved.

Under workers’ control, resources could be diverted away from
useless and harmful industries and given to maintaining and creating
new ways of living.

Workers know how services operate and communities
themselves are best placed to know what they need.

Burnham’s proposals for public ownership have not come out of
the goodness of his heart.They are a direct response to the failure
of privatisation.

But the pressure to compromise with the bosses and pay them
off will be enormous.

A real fight over ownership would have to confront the rich—not
compensate them.

But the question is not simply who owns the industry. It is who
controls it,and whether it is run for profit or people.

FIGHT ATTACKS ON
TRANS+ RIGHTS

E ARE going to have to fight Andy Burnham over
trans+ rights.
Burnham was previously supportive of trans+ rights,

backing the Gender Recognition Act in 2019 and defending trans
women'’s right to use women’s toilets in 2022.

After the 2025 Supreme Court ruling—which redefined gender
as “biological sex” only—he started to U-turn.

Burnham now says the EHRC’s transphobic guidance should be
introduced “in the fairest and most compassionate way possible”.

It will come into force on 5 August.

Bridget Phillipson remains in her role as women and equalities
secretary under Burnham.

She is eager to emphasise compliance with transphobic guidance.

Recently though, in a review into the EHRC guidance, Phillipson
slammed the “deeply unpleasant targeting” of trans+ people after
the 2025 ruling.

She went on to say,““l would like us to be able to move forward
on that basis,” but only because “| don’t want trans people to be
constantly on the front pages of newspapers”.

Activists should be prepared to fight for trans+ rights.Trade
unionists need to be ready to demand better for their trans+
co-workers and to defy the guidance.

Union leaders should give confidence to their members by
declaring that the union will back anyone who does defy the law.

Taking to the streets can boost people’s confidence—the trans+
pride marches this summer are an opportunity to do that.

22 July 2026




o | COMMENT

ANALYSIS
|ALEX CALLINICOS

Burnham will need
more than rhetoric

GOOD RIDDANCE to the whining lying Starmer. But will
Andy Burnham be any better?

He’s certainly a much more skilful politician (not that this
is hard). It was shrewd of him to bow out of Westminster in
2017 and run successfully for mayor of Greater Manchester.
This distanced him from the vicious internal warfare
that destroyed Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour leadership and
installed Starmer in his place. Burnham repeatedly attacked
“factionalism” in his speech to the Labour special conference
last Friday-though he wouldn’t have been there if he didn’t
know how to wield the knife.

Manchester also gave him an independent base and a
record of claimed successes. But what Burnham’s much
touted “Manchesterism” really amounts to is neoliberalism
with a more human face. He fronted up a well-established
policy to attract businesses to central Manchester and
reinstated public control of the city’s buses.

The Financial Times newspaper’s northern correspondent,
Jennifer Williams, who has followed his career, has a
telling story about “Burnham’s signature manifesto pledge
in his first campaign” to “end rough sleeping by 2020”. “As
Burnham’s first term wore on, his language shifted from
‘ending’ rough sleeping by 2020 to ‘trying’ to end it. In his
subsequent mayoral terms, he moved on to focus more on
other things. Last November, rough sleeping figures were
back at 2016 levels.” His promised drive for affordable
housing also faded away. Burnham repeated both pledges
outside 10 Downing Street on Monday.

Change

Burnham’s rhetoric conjures up the promise of more radical
change. In his speech to the Labour special conference, he
invoked the working-class communities that formed the
British labour movement and then said, “Four decades

of the neoliberalism that began in the 1980s have not

been kind to the places that built our party, nor to the
communities across the UK in rural and coastal areas.”

This is a condemnation not just of the Thatcher era, but
also of the New Labour governments of Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown-in which Burnham served finally as a cabinet
minister. Does his promise of “a new politics” mean a break
with Blairism—which Starmer sought to continue with such
catastrophic results?

Burnham’s capitulation to the intense lobbying campaign
by the City and the Labour right not to make Ed Miliband
chancellor of the exchequer invites the ringing answer, “No!”
Not that Miliband-a feebly centre-left Labour leader in 2010-
15-would exactly have been a Trotsky in the treasury.

In the event Burnham avoided the widely touted choice of
the most powerful reactionary in Starmer’s cabinet, Shabana
Mahmood, as chancellor. But putting the solid Labour right
winger John Healey, who resigned as defence secretary in
protest at Starmer’s failure to boost military spending, in
charge of the treasury is a vote for warfare not welfare.

Starmer and his hopeless chancellor Rachel Reeves were
too weak to get the cuts to the welfare budget they sought
through the House of Commons. But Burnham’s ascent to
the Labour leadership has been greeted with a deluge of
demands from the media and big business for him to make
the “hard choices” that Starmer and Reeves ducked. In other
words, a self-proclaimed opponent of neoliberalism should
use his political capital to slash welfare.

It’s hard to tell exactly how these pressures will play out.
Burnham is clearly searching for some headline-grabbing
measures to address the cost of living crisis. And he may
try to offer the impression of change through measures of
devolution and electoral reform. Pushing for proportional
representation would mean drawing closer to the Lib Dems
and Greens, which might prove useful electorally if Reform
UK regain momentum.

But the causes of the political instability that has laid
so many prime ministers low lie much deeper than any
constitutional failures. The British state is deeply embedded
in a fracturing Western imperialism whose ability to manage
global capitalism is diminishing by the day amid wars,
wildfires and heatwaves. Addressing this systemic crisis
requires a critical analysis and a radical politics that far
exceed Burnham’s cosy rhetoric. Reality is likely to test him
just as brutally as it did his hapless predecessor.
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SWis wrong—we should
abstain in Unite election

SOCIALIST Worker’s
article (Socialist Worker,
6 July) rightly argues that
the “buffet of bad
choices” in the Unite
leadership election
highlights the need to
build a rank and file
alternative. But it says
“Socialist Worker
supporters will cast a
critical vote for

Sharon Graham”.

Clearly, Simon Dubbins
is no alternative to
Graham, as your article
rightly points out.

Your article seems to
suggest that Graham will
be better, but it doesn’t
explain why. Where is the

No need for
nuclear

I READ your interview
with Matt Huber (Socialist
Worker, 22 June). It is
surprising that anyone on
the left thinks there is a
need for nuclear power.

Uranium mining,
processing and transport
requires huge quantities of
water.

Two reactors in France
had to shut down in the
recent heatwave, as the
temperature of the water
for cooling was too high.

Most nuclear power
stations are near the coast.
The waste and dangerous
fuel on site are at risk from
storms and coastal erosion.

All coastal nuclear power
stations—which is every
British one-are extremely
vulnerable to sea level rise.

That’s before we get
into private contractors.
Far better to reduce energy
use, encourage solar, wind
and other renewables and
develop long-life, easily
recycled batteries.

Nuclear energy is a
technocratic solution that
fails to take into account
the unintended costs and
fails to even mention
the waste inherent in
capitalist production and
consumption.

The billionaires can set
up their luxury “bunkers”,
the rest of us need to
organise and fight for a
society that looks after all
our needs.

Merlin Reader
London

evidence? Her strategy of
“back to the workplace”
has “allowed” more local
strikes.

But in the key strike,
the Birmingham bin
strike, Graham refused to
mobilise the Unite
membership.

Graham farmed out the
building of solidarity to
third parties and in the
end sold out the strike.

Graham is not more
left wing when it comes
to Labour. She
increasingly attacks the
Labour leadership from
the right.

Graham campaigned
against Ed Miliband

becoming Burnham’s
chancellor because of his
opposition to new oil and
gas drilling in the North
Sea. She welcomed “the
long awaited” increase in
arms spending and boasts
that Unite secured
contracts for arms
manufacturers.

The danger is that
advising Unite members
to vote for Graham will
confuse those who feel
let down by Graham and
who do not accept an
increase in arms
spending.

This confusion will not
only be among Unite
members but also among

Artificial intelligence is
not liberatory tech

RECENTLY I saw a digital
flyer put out by the NEU
education union
protesting against
Reform UK in St Helens,
in Merseyside.

It was clear to me that
the flyer had been
generated using ChatGPT,
with its generic icons
next to bullet point lists
and brush-stroke style
blocks of colour.

Of course, I agree with
the cause. Libraries in
St Helens have already
removed LGBT+ books
from display after
Reform UK won the local
election. People need to
see that there’s resistance
to them.

But Al is not a
liberatory technology.

The end goal of its
creators is not to save
workers time, but to save
the bosses money.

And they do this by
displacing workers. It is
built on the labour—
often stolen—of other
workers.

Using Al gives the
impression that you don’t
care about the cause or
about people whose work
is being stolen.

And, on top of that, it’s
contributing to our
ecological destruction
which can be felt keenly.

Matt
Liverpool

the best activists within
the anti-racist, Palestine,
climate and anti-war
movements.

A case for voting for
neither is not a passive
position, just a different
approach and a more
effective one. We should
organise meetings led by
striking Unite members
where we can argue why
both candidates will not
build the rank and file led
militant union that is
necessary.

We must think again.

Liz Wheatley, Karen Reissmann,
Sean Vernell, Regi Pilling
For full letter and full list of names
go to socialistworker.co.uk

Fake renzy
on safety

FOLLOWING THE murder
of Ann Widdecombe, the
media is whipping up a
frenzy around politicians’
safety.

The sniveling, grifting,
racist coward Nigel Farage
is currently bleating on the
media about his “safety”
and “security”.

But Farage didn’t give a
damn about the safety and
security of black nurses in
Belfast after his far right
lies incited violence.

He didn’t care about the
safety of Asian pedestrians
in Glasgow when he set
racist mobs on them last
month, did he?

Sasha Simic
East London
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Congo state’s
actions on

Ebola fuel
disinformation

Socialist Worker journalists spoke
to Seth, a community activist in the
Democratic Republic of Congo

THE NUMBER of confirmed
Ebola cases in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC)
this week passed the awful
milestone of 2,000, with more
than 750 deaths.

The epidemic in the central
African nation is spreading faster
than the limited efforts to contain
it, humanitarian organisation
Medecins Sans Frontieres has
warned. It is now the fastest-growing
Ebola outbreak on record.

Seth, a community activist in
the DRC, told Socialist Worker
about how the disease is impacting
people’s lives.

“I was in Rwampara, in Ituri
province, where the Ebola virus
disease is disrupting the lives of
every generation, instilling fear and
profound insecurity,” he said.

“Men, often gold miners or
farmers, have seen their work
halted by government restrictions,
exacerbating the financial insecurity
of their households.

Exposed
“But women bear a disproportionate
burden. They are pillars of the
informal economy and primary
caregivers at home. Therefore they
are directly exposed to contagion
while struggling to feed their
families in the face of soaring food
prices.

“Young people are suffering
because their schooling is disrupted.

“Children pay a heavy
psychological price. They are
traumatised by the isolation of their
parents or are suddenly orphaned.
Most live in overcrowded homes
where malnutrition is rampant.

“Finally, the elderly find
themselves doubly vulnerable.
Deprived of their usual support

The Ebola virus is
disrupting the lives
of every

generation.
I

networks due to social distancing,
these guardians of traditions face
the disease without resources and
in total isolation.

“Daily survival now depends on
each individual’s resilience in the
face of this global humanitarian
crisis.”

These are the circumstances in
which conspiracy theories spread,
says Seth.

“Many people succumb to
misinformation, sometimes fuelling
distrust towards medical teams,” he
said.

Disinformation

“Experts say that disinformation
is as dangerous as the virus itself,
particularly in the affected areas
where I travelled recently.

“Nearly a third of the population
denies the existence of Ebola,
attributing deaths to witchcraft or
to a conspiracy to exterminate locals
and plunder their gold.

“Many also suspect ‘Ebola
Business’—that the disease was
invented by NGOs to siphon off
funds.”

Seth says the state’s refusal
to return bodies for safe burials
“violently clashes with traditions.”

“Disinformation hampers the
response and endangers not only
the sick but also the medical teams.

“There have even been attacks
targeting treatment centres.
Attackers attempt to lure out
patients who have tested positive
and then burn down the facilities.

“This accelerates the spread of
the virus.”

Seth says the state shares
responsibility for the calamity
because of its “lack of policy and
strategy” for responding, and for its
“lack of communication.”

“That is why, for our part, we have
already initiated awareness-raising
activities with young people in the
local community to try to dispel this
misinformation.”

It is hardly surprising that poor
people in affected communities
distrust state and medical
information about the virus.

For years, government troops and
militias backed by global powers
have stolen from them, displaced
them and even killed them.

THE GOVERNMENT'’S refusal to return the bodies of Ebola epidemic victims in DRC has caused panic

and attacks on treatment centres

Canadian wildfires are no accident

b; PAT MEUSEL

THE “AIR smells like it’s on fire”
as wildfires rage across Canada,
said eyewitness Matt.

Almost 1,000 fires burned
across the country—and
250 were out of control—as
Socialist Worker went to press on
Tuesday.

Air quality in Toronto, capital
of the province of Ontario, was
the worst in the world last week.

Matt, who lives in Toronto,
spoke to Socialist Worker about
the impact on life in the city.

“It makes it incredibly difficult
to breath.” He said “I went out
for around ten minutes, to get
some groceries, and that was all
I could handle.”

Smoke covered the city,
which was already suffering a
heatwave.

“Im lucky enough to live in a
building with air conditioning,
so it was just about manageable.
Because you couldn’t open your
windows, obviously,” Matt said.
“But if you didn’t have AC, it
would’ve been unbearable.”

Sid, an activist in Toronto,
explained that the wildfires were
entirely predictable.

“Federal and provincial
governments are calling for the
construction of more pipelines
for the extraction of fossil fuels,”
he told Socialist Worker.

Mark Carney, prime minister

The Namaygoosisagagun First Nation in Ontario was burned out by wildfires

of Canada, has rubber stamped
the construction of pipelines
across the country.

And more recently, the
provincial premiers of Alberta
and Ontario published plans
for the 3,300 kilometre-long
Northern Shield pipeline.

When completed, this will
transport up to 800,000 barrels
of oil per day across the country
for export to Europe.

Sid added, “All of this is
happening while politicians have
slashed funding for fire services.”

In Ontario, funding for
fire services has been cut by
£25 million. And Sid pointed
out that Indigenous people—
including the First Nations—are
on the frontline of the crisis.

“People in the north,
predominantly Indigenous
people, are bearing the brunt of
these cuts,” he explained.

So while people in Toronto
struggled to breath, entire
communities in rural Ontario
were burned to the ground.

But there’s hope—and it lies
in resistance from below.

Resistance by the
Wet’suwet’en First Nation to
the construction of the Coastal
GasLink pipeline in 2020
sparked the Shut Down Canada
movement in solidarity.

Workers struggling against
cuts to public services, alongside
Indigenous people struggling
for sovereignty, can build
confidence to fight back.
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GENOA 2001
WHEN COPS
RIOTED BUT
WE SHOOK
THE RICH

On the streets of the Italian port city, thousands of protesters
defied police violence to oppose the global rich’s G8

summit. Their resistance inspired a new movement, writes
Frankie Murden. Photographs by Jess Hurd

WENTY FIVE years ago
the world’s most powerful
leaders gathered for a
G8 summit in the ornate
Doge’s Palace in Genoa,
northern Italy.

Before the event was finished, a young
man called Carlo Giuliani would be shot
dead by police. Many more would suffer
life-changing injuries.

But hundreds of thousands of
international protesters braved extraor-
dinary levels of police violence to rage
against the system. Genoa became
a defining moment for the global
anti-capitalist movement.

Representatives of the richest countries
in the world were ostensibly there to dis-
cuss the end of poverty in the Global
South. In reality they were continuing
their carve up of the world’s resources.

Two years earlier, tens of thousands
of anti-capitalist protesters had marched
on Seattle, in the US, against economic
globalisation. One month earlier, in June
2001, tens of thousands of protesters
had shaken the European Union council
meeting in Gothenburg, Sweden.

Fearing a repeat, the Italian state
prepared an immense crackdown.

They suspended free movement
across borders, stopping thousands of
protesters from entering the country.
No-fly zones were implemented over
Genoa. Military hardware, including
anti-aircraft missiles, were set up and
hundreds of body bags were prepared.

Photographer Jess Hurd was in Genoa
to cover the protests. She spoke to
Socialist Worker ahead of the anniversary.

A young man lay
spread eagle on the
floor with blood
rushing out of

his ears

1EE

She said, “We knew we were going into
a tense situation. Italian prime minister
Silvio Berlusconi was definitely ramping
up the narrative around repression.

“I remember talking to another
photographer about what protective
gear we’'d need—which was everything
from shin pads to gas masks. The pres-
ence of the Italian riot police—the
Carabinieri—was immense,” Jess said.

“The whole city was full of protesters
from all across the world. It was very
vibrant and civilised—we were given
pasta for lunch. There were huge
groups of ordinary people alongside

The state sent
thousands of riot
police into Genoa to
smash the protests
(left) Richard and
Nicola were among
those that cops beat
relentlessly during the
notorious Diaz school
raid (below)

environmentalists, organised socialists,
anarchists.”

Sam Ashman reported for Socialist
Worker that, “The police fired repeated
volleys of teargas and drove two
armoured cars straight at protesters.
Pensioners were beaten. A young woman
had the bottom of her face smashed open
and was dripping with blood.

“A young man lay spread eagle on
the floor, with blood rushing out of
both his ears. Groups of demonstrators
cowered at the side of the road, their
arms raised in surrender, choking from
the teargas, pleading with the police
not to beat them.”

Drenched

Despite this brutality, 200,000 people
came to the protest on the first day of
the summit on 19 July 2001. A protest
in solidarity with refugees drew another
50,000. British prime minister Tony Blair
dismissed protesters as an “anarchists’
travelling circus”—but the G8 still had to
call off their lavish dinner in fear.

On 20 July, the brutality of the police
ramped up. Jess had been photograph-
ing a “very fluffy” protest. Too hot in
her gas mask after being “drenched in
tear gas and water cannoned,” she took
a breather.

“I realised there was a helicopter
above and started to follow it in the
wake of destruction. The city was full of
burning cars, burning buildings. There
was some sort of riot ahead of me. There
was smoke throughout the whole city.

“I got to the Piazza Alimonda and there
was a whole bunch of Carabinieri police
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surrounding a person on the floor,” she
remembered.

“I was the only photographer there at
this point and they tried to stop me taking
photos through their legs.”

In the plaza, a police officer shot 23
year old Carlo Giuliani in the head. A
police van then desecrated his body—
running over him twice.

“I saw the Carabinieri were armed
but I didn’t realise they’d shot Carlo at
this point,” Jess said. “He was just lying
there. They sent in a medical person,
but he was clearly dead. Eventually they
took his bandana and covered his face,
like a shroud.”

That night, police conducted a night
time raid on the Diaz school, where
peaceful protesters were sleeping, just
after midnight. The police shouted
“We’re going to kill you” and attacked
people in their sleeping bags.

Richard Moth, who spoke to Socialist
Worker about that night, said “The school
was a place of terror. We saw dozens of
robocops coming in with batons and
helmets. They systematically beat people.

“I tried to protect my partner Nicola by
lying on top of her, but her wrist was still
fractured by a blow. They beat me on the
head and back. They made us stand up
and cut people’s hair, including Nicola’s.
The sound of the knife stays with me.”

The protesters were then moved to
police stations and the Bolzaneto deten-
tion centre, here “there was physical and
mental torture,” Richard said.

“Officers made people shout ‘Viva
il Duce’—a reference to former fascist
dictator Mussolini. They made people

line up against the wall and kept people
awake. When people had to go to the
toilet, they were dragged out by their
hair. Police lined up and batoned us,”
Richard said. There were clearly fascist
supporters among them. They shouted
about Auschwitz and swastikas and sang
fascist songs”

Nicola told Socialist Worker, “I
started to hallucinate from lack of food
and water.”

At least 70 of the 93 people staying
at the school required hospitalisation.
A doctor told Socialist Worker that one
man was attacked so brutally, he was
paralysed down one side of his body.

“This was the level of violence,” Jess
said. “Anyone could’ve been killed.”

But this didn’t demoralise the

»

Hundreds of thousands
turned out in Genoa to
defy the state repression
(main) Many people were
beaten so badly that they
needed extensive

hospital treatment (below)
ki #

HuncTréds of wbrkrs’
delegations joined the
mass protests

protesters. Richard said afterwards,
“The raid on the school was a revenge
attack. They were trying to terrorise the
movement and the Italian working class.
“But Genoa showed this is a growing
movement. I feel strengthened by what
has happened. We won this round.”
There were huge and heated debates
among the anti-capitalists. Some wanted
to limit the movement to peaceful
non-violence. Others wanted to hurl
themselves at the police in fury with
whatever limited forces they could gather.
But many understood the need to win
huge numbers to show their defiance
against the G8 and against state violence.
“There was a call the next day to
mobilise in the wake of the assassina-
tion of Carlo. It was absolutely massive,”
Jess said. “I didn’t even see the end of
it. There were huge banners with ‘assas-
sino’ that had been made over night
condemning the state for Carlo’s murder.
“It was very powerful and it kick
started a whole movement in Italy.”
Hundreds of thousands more came
out onto the streets. 500,000 people
were out on 21 July and protests were
held across Italy outside some 50 police
stations, with 50,000 marching in Milan,
for Giuliani. Solidarity protests were held
in Germany, Greece and Switzerland.

Anti-capitalism was
our riposte to their
neoliberalism

THE PROTESTS in Genoa came
after decades of unrestrained
neoliberalism. Nurtured by Margaret
Thatcher and Ronald Reagan in the
1980s, free market ideology was
consolidated under Bill Clinton,
Barack Obama and Tony Blair.

Drawing its strength from
workers’ defeats—particularly the
1984-85 miners’ strike in Britain—
the ruling class ruthlessly put the
market above all else. While they
raked in millions, working class
people across the world suffered
after slashes to services and rising
unemployment and costs of living.

Britain’s representative at the
Genoa G8 summit, Tony Blair,
pushed through privatisation of
schools and hospitals. Just months
after being elected prime minister in
May 1997, Blair’s “welfare reforms”
stripped benefits from single
parents. In July 1999, Blair openly
declared in an article “I’ve declared
war on welfare”. He then slashed
disability benefits.

Through privatisation schemes,

corporations built public buildings
and charged extortionate rents and
maintenance costs. Wages fell and
jobs were slashed. Blair’s Labour built
fewer houses in his entire time in
office than Thatcher did in one year.

In the same year as the Genoa
protests, Blair collaborated with the
US in air strikes on Iraq’s capital
Baghdad. At home he announced
massive privatisation, threatening
the “most fundamental reform of
public services for many years”.

In Italy, Giuliani’s father spoke of
the same suffering saying, “Here in
Genoa you do not need to go far to
see the victims of their policies.

“Come back after G8 have gone
and you will see the desperation of
those who are left in hunger, those
who are forced to survive without
any dignity in the alleyways that
surround the harbour.”

Survive

Genoa was a turning point in

the growth of the anti-capitalist
movement, taking it beyond
criticising neoliberalism. It was also

a movement schooled in the capacity
of the state to use extreme violence to
protect the wealthy and their system.

Fausto Bertinote, then the
secretary of the Italian Communist
Refoundation Party, said “This is the
rise of a new generation, and this
generation will not be broken. It will
not stop challenging repression, the
G8, globalisation, the government.
This movement can provide the force
for an alternative left”

Nicki, a socialist in Bologna, told
Socialist Worker that “Genoa has
completely changed the face of
Italian politics. There is no time for
cynicism anymore. Any time anybody
wants to fight, Genoa will be an
inspiration.”

We need to remember
Carlo Giuliani and the anti-capitalist
movement today as governments
ramp up authoritarianism and
criminalise protest.

The capitalist state presents itself
as a neutral force there to protect us.
Genoa shows it exists to protect the
rule of the minority over the majority.
But we can defy its repressive power.

Looking back, Jess remembered,
“It did unify people. They started
to see who the bigger enemy is.

It’s not your neighbours, it’s these
corporations and the ruling powers.

“Look at the state and the level of
repression there is in Britain now,
it’s all still there. The only way to
challenge it is to come together.”

22 July 2026
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INETY years
ago a right
wing coup
led by the
military
attempted
to overthrow Spain’s
fledgling republican
government.

In response, Spanish
workers took up arms,
fought and began to see the
possibility of a new society.

General Francisco Franco
expected a swift victory. The
heroic resistance of workers
and peasants prevented this.

The coup became a catalyst
for a three-year long civil war
that ignited the hopes and
fears of millions of people.

The war ended in April
1939, but not before Franco
waged a war of extermination
against the left, the poor and
the working class.

The civil war was not simply
a struggle between the forces
of democracy and fascism, as
it's sometimes portrayed.

And the victory of Franco
was not inevitable.

Resistance raised the possi-
bility of a radical, revolutionary
transformation of society.

The coup came about after
years of conflict, inequality and
instability in Spain.

Following the collapse of the
monarchy, the Second Republic
was proclaimed in 1931.

Initially run by a coalition of
middle-class republicans and
socialists, the state promised a
programme of reforms.

These included land redistri-
bution, some improvements to
workers’ rights and limitations
on the influence of the army and
the Catholic Church.

These raised the hopes of
peasants and workers. But
they also sparked ferocious
opposition from the right.

Spain’s ruling class—
industrialists, landowners, army
officials and Church authori-
ties—feared that any reforms
threatened their privileges.

So, the few reforms that were
implemented were only partly
put into place, leaving peasants
and workers frustrated.

By 1933, the contradictions in
the republican-socialist coalition
had consumed it.

The right came to power
and attempted to roll back the
reforms won for working people.

But workers’ militancy rose
in response. This culminated in
an insurrectionary movement in
October 1934. Armed workers
seize power for two weeks in
Asturias and Catalonia declared
itself an independent Republic.

The uprising in Asturias was
crushed with force. And the
Spanish state remained deeply
divided.

The elections of February
1936 heightened tensions. The
Popular Front—a coalition of
republican, communist and
socialist parties—won narrowly.

Although the coalition
was reformist rather than
revolutionary, conservative
forces feared the possibility of
radical change.

And workers didn’t wait,

ANARCHISTS, SYNDICALISTS and revolutionar

SPAIN 1936

y socialists formed militias,

BETWEEN
FASCISM AND
REVOLUTION

On the anniversary of General Franco’s 1936 coup, Pat Meusel
looks at how Spanish workers fought back and created the
possibility for a new way of running society

General Franco led the
right wing coup

they celebrated the election
by striking, occupying land
and demanding the immediate
implementation of promised
reforms.

Sections of the ruling
class concluded that military
intervention was needed to
preserve their power.

Senior generals, including
Franco, prepared plans to
overthrow the Republican
government by force.

The objective was not simply
to replace the government, but
to eliminate organised labour,

Workers
defeated the
coup in cities,
creating an
extraordinary

situation
I

fighting in the streets against the far right

suppress the left and restore tra-
ditional authority. The conspir-
ators expected the Republican
government to collapse quickly.

They believed that the army’s
organisation, with support
from conservative elites, would
secure rapid control over the
country.

Fascist organisations also
contributed to the atmosphere
of violence, carrying out attacks
on trade unionists and political
opponents.

When the coup began in July
1936, Franco was commanding

Spain’s elite Army of Africa in
Spanish controlled Morocco.
With assistance from Nazi
Germany and fascist Italy,
aircraft transported his troops
to the Spanish mainland. This
foreign support proved essential.

UT THE military
leaders had
underestimated
the determination
of the working
class. Workers
responded to the coup with
mass resistance.

In many cities, particularly
Barcelona and Madrid, trade
unions organised general strikes
while workers stormed military
barracks to seize weapons.

The National Confederation
of Labour (CNT), Spain’s largest
anarchist trade union, played
a leading role in organising
resistance.

Workers built barricades,
formed militias and fought
against the rebels.

Their efforts defeated the
coup in most major cities
creating an extraordinary
political situation.

Where the Republican state
had collapsed, workers effec-
tively assumed responsibility
for running society.

Committees of workers
organised the distribution of
food, healthcare and transport.

Factories were taken over
by workers, while agricultural
labourers collectivised the land.

The revolutionary changes
were perhaps most clearly on
display in Catalonia.

George Orwell, one of the
most influential writers of the
20th century, rushed to Spain in
December 1936 to take up arms
arms against the fascists. He was
radicalised to the revolutionary
left by his experiences.

He later wrote, “Practically
every building of any size had
been seized by the workers and
was draped with red flags or
with the red and black flags of
the anarchists.

“Every wall was scrawled with
the hammer and sickle and with
the initials of the revolutionary
parties.”

This wasn’t simply romanti-
cism on Orwell’s part.

Rail worker and trade
unionist, Narciso Julian, said of
the transformation of Barcelona,
“It was incredible, the proof in
practice of what one knows
in history. The power and the
strength of the masses when
they take to the streets.”

Women came to the fore,
winning significant rights.

Rosa Vega, who was in
Barcelona, described life in the
city at the time. “Never once was
I molested or made aware that I
was a woman.

“Before the war there would
have been remarks of one kind
or another—now that was
entirely gone.

“Women were no longer
objects, they were human beings
on the same level as men.”

This demonstrated that
resistance to the coup involved
more than defending parliamen-
tary democracy. The struggle
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was an opportunity to transform
society from the bottom up.

The coup unintentionally
sparked one of the largest
social revolutions in 20th cen-
tury Europe.

Though the coup failed to
achieve its immediate aims, the
Spanish state was split between
territory controlled by Franco’s
forces and areas remaining loyal
to the Republic.

HIS transformed
the coup into a
prolonged civil
war. And despite
their shared oppo-
sition to Franco,
deep disagreements existed
between anti-fascists.

The Popular Front
government aimed to defend the
Republic and maintain support
from middle-class republicans
and foreign democracies.

The Stalinist leaders of the
Communist Party argued that
revolutionary measures should
be postponed until after victory
in the civil war.

On the other hand,
revolutionary socialists and
anarchists believed that
defeating fascism required
deepening the social revolution.

They argued that workers,
collectivised industries and
militias provided the strongest
basis for defeating Franco.

The Stalinist position divided
and weakened the Republican
side.

Despite being against states
of any kind, the anarchist
CNT eventually joined both
the Catalan and Republican
governments.

Even the revolutionary
socialist POUM took part
in government, believing
cooperation was necessary to
maintain anti-fascist unity.

Conflicts between
communists, anarchists
and revolutionary socialists
culminated in the May Days
of 1937 in Barcelona, when
Republican forces suppressed
revolutionary organisations
instead of concentrating on
defeating Franco.

These struggles reduced
morale and undermined
workers’ organisations. And as
revolutionary institutions were
dismantled, many social gains
achieved were reversed.

International involvement
also significantly influenced the
outcome of the conflict.

Britain and France
officially promoted a policy
of non-intervention. Germany
and Italy supplied Franco with
aircraft, weapons and troops.

Their assistance enabled

The resistance
vastly changed
society with
women coming
to the fore (top)
A victory parade
for Franco in May
1939 (above)

Franco’s forces to maintain
military superiority.

The Soviet Union became the
Republics’ principal supplier of
military aid. But this support
came with political conditions.

Soviet influence strengthened
the Communist Party, which
increasingly promoted
centralisation and opposed
many revolutionary measures.

Control over arms gave
Communist leaders considerable
influence within the Republican
government.

Disagreements over military
strategy became closely
connected to wider political
debates about the future of the
revolution.

So, while the coup failed in
the short term, Franco eventually
achieved victory in 1939.

And the consequences were
disastrous.

He would rule the Spanish
state as an authoritarian dictator
until 1975. Political parties and
trade unions were banned,
thousands of political opponents
were executed or imprisoned
and hundreds of thousands fled.

The Catholic Church regained
much of its former influence,
while many of the advances
made by women during the
revolution disappeared under
Franco’s authoritarian rule.

Yet, in the aftermath of the
coup, and the revolutionary
reaction to it, there had been a
glimpse of an alternative.

READ MORE

®Revolution and
Counter Revolution in
the Spanish Civil War
by Hector Sierra, £15

®Homage to Catalonia
by George Orwell, £2.99

®War Without Mercy:
A Pocket Essential
History of the Spanish
Civil War, 1936-1949
by Gordon Kerr, £9.99
tinyurl.com/rev2lc

Available at Bookmarks
bookshop.co.uk
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Do revolutionaries call for
the abolition of the family?

CALLS TO abolish the family
are having a moment. Books
by Sophie Lewis, M E O’Brien,
Alva Gotby and Kathi Weeks
have raised the demand.

Revolutionaries share
many ideas with family
abolitionists. Family abolition
is not about breaking up
individual families. It is about
a radical transformation of
our lives.

We agree that there is
nothing natural about the
nuclear family. And that the
family is the material basis of
women’s oppression.

But the family is deeply
contradictory. It is not just
oppressive. It is also a place
where people seek, and some
find, loving and fulfilling
relationships.

For many people, it is
family that makes life worth
living.

So calls to abolish the
family start from the wrong
place.

Marxists have long
understood the drudgery of
domestic labour—but they
haven’t simply demanded
family abolition.

In the Communist
Manifesto, Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels mocked the
“radicals” who “flared up”
at the idea of abolishing the
family.

But their argument was
that the middle class family
was already based on private
gain rather than love.

And the working class
family had been destroyed
by industrialisation with
“children transformed into
simple articles of commerce
and instruments of labour”.

Nuanced

Russian revolutionary
Alexandra Kollontai is
often claimed as a family
abolitionist. But her
argument was nuanced.

After the Russian
revolution of 1917, she
developed new ways for the
workers’ state to take over
the duties of parenthood—
nurseries, creches, canteens
and launderettes.

But she also argued that,
“the joys of parenthood will
not be taken away from those
capable of appreciating them”.

ALEXANDRA KOLLONTAI defended ‘the joys of parenthood’

She envisaged parental
love expanding to incorporate
all children and possessive
love developing into a “social
love—a love of many in many
ways”.

But this could only happen
after workers had overthrown
the whole system.

There are two key
theoretical elements to the
demand for family abolition.

The family is very
important for capitalism—
but it is the reproduction
of the labour force which is
fundamental to the system’s
existence, not the family itself.

The central dynamic is
the accumulation of profits
through exploitation. This
shapes and reshapes the
family.

Capitalism has always
denied the right to a family
to enslaved and colonised
people, women working long
hours and migrant workers.

Activities previously
carried out within the home
are now outsourced to the
market.

The nuclear family does
not cause capitalism—it is a
product of capitalism.

Secondly, the family
abolitionists emphasise the

The family cares
for the workers
of today and

tomorrow
[ ]

ideological role of the family
as the place where children
are socialised into conformity.
The family, Lewis argues,
produces privatised, petit
bourgeois subjects incapable
of imagining collective forms
of living not based on kinship.

Duped

But people are not simply
duped into conformity.

Capitalism requires us to
submit to what Marx called,
“The dull compulsion of
economic relations which
completes the subjection of
the labourer to the capitalist.

Abolishing the family will
not transform this subjection.

O’Brien writes that the
family must be abolished
to “free and unleash what
is good about it and to
generalise that into the social
body as a whole”.

This would require
the forced redistribution
of wealth from private
corporations to democratic
control. And that means class
struggle.

Working class people
have always had to fight for
a family life. Many people
become socialists to fight for
the people they love.

In that fight, the question
of collective provision of
child care rises organically as
women join demonstrations,
picket lines and political
organisations.

Rather than abolishing the
family, we need to demand
more resources for welfare.

And we need a vision of
how to transcend the family
with socialised, universal
forms of care.

”
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At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.

We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.

We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russiathe result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.

We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.

We are for an end to all forms
of discrimination against leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
people.

We oppose discrimination
against disabled people including
those who experience mental
distress.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice
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and the United Front
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Marxist Tradition?
by John Molyneux withanew
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and Gyekye Tanoh, £10

to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and
file movement within the unions.
To join us, go to socialistworker.
co.uk/join-swp
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Revolutionary Docker
by Eddie Prevost, £11

Imperialismin the 21st
century
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Frames of resistance—looking

at films again

Geraldine Mirabile looks at four films
about working class resistance to fascism.

They act as a timely reminder of the power

we have to stop the far right

The Great Dictator,
1940

The Great Dictator was banned
in Germany and Nazi-occupied
countries when it was released in
1940, which is unsurprising given
its direct mockery of Adolf Hitler.

Charlie Chaplin was even
warned that it might face
difficulties in Britain and US, but
he remained committed to making
the film because he believed its
message was important.

He was right—the film became
a major commercial success and
the second highest-grossing film in
the US in 1941.

Beyond its success as a
comedy, the film stands out for
its remarkably accurate portrayal
of Hitler’s personality and
authoritarianism.

Chaplin was openly opposed to
the Nazis and actively supported
Jewish refugees, making this his
most overtly political work.

Through the parallel stories of
a persecuted Jewish barber and
the dictator, Chaplin ensured
audiences never lost sight of both
the victims and the source of the
oppression.

The Great Dictator uses
humour to expose the atrocities
of Nazism and ends in a Brechtian
way with no neat resolution.

The speech scene comprised
long, uninterrupted camera
shots. Chaplin made the film as
anti-fascist propaganda.

Some critics have argued that
the film trivialised Nazi atrocities.
And Chaplin later acknowledged
that he could not have made
the same film had he known the
full horrors of the concentration
camps.

Chaplin wanted audiences
to see the Nazis as a threat to
humanity. Given his enormous

The status quo is
never inevitable,
the working class
is capable of
uplifting and

liberating itself
I

popularity and influence, he was
uniquely positioned to do that.

The Four Days of
Naples, 1962

This is a neglected masterpiece.
It stands in the tradition of
Italian neorealism, with Roberto
Rossellini’s Rome Open City and
Paisan before, and Pontecorvo’s
iconic The Battle of Algiers after.

The film was shot on location
in the streets of Naples with
non-professional actors bringing
working class authenticity to
the screen. The film’s produc-
ers emphatically stated that the
“stars” of the film are “the people
of Naples”. The film was a tribute
to them and to those who died
fighting.

Faithful to neorealism, director
Nanni Loy’s tribute to the
resistance in Naples reconstructs
the urban warfare with rare
authenticity and tension. This is
done with impressive low-angle
shots as well as deep focus long
shots.

As Loy avoids recourse to
rapid cuts, he also minimises the
presence of film icons such as Lea
Massari and Gian Maria Volonté.
The professional cast of actors
agreed to omit their names from
the film’s credits.

One of the greatest myths about
the Second World War is that
Allied armies liberated Europe
from Nazism on their own. The
truth is that ordinary working class
people did it.

Naples was the first to rise up
against German control, with four
days of street battles forcing the
occupiers out as the Allies arrived
on the mainland in September
1943.

11 year old partisan Gennaro
Capuozzo was killed fighting
against the Nazis. He was taking
part in the successful four-day
insurrection in the city against
Nazi occupation and was killed
while throwing hand grenades at
German tanks.

This is an inspiring story. A
largely inexperienced movement
took on vastly superior military
and economic forces and fought
them to a standstill

Land and Freedom,
1995

The memory of the Spanish Civil
War is an important part of the
anti-fascist tradition in Britain.

st fascism

Hundreds of British workers
went to fight in Spain against
fascism. At the same time
the British state had a rotten
record, unofficially supporting
Francisco Franco
and pushing the
hypocritical sham
of international
non-intervention.

In Land and
Freedom, the
Liverpudlian David
Carr goes to fight
against Franco. Rather
than joining the
Stalinist International
Brigade, he enlists
with Trotskyist splinter
group, the POUM.

For Ken Loach, a
director of considerable
international stature with three
decades of filmmaking behind

Protesters at Kenmure Street

I N . 1 of
CHARLIE CHAPLIN uses humour to show the horrors of Hitler's Germany in The Great Dictator

him, not to be able to raise a few
million dollars for this project
speaks volumes. This was at a
time when the average Hollywood
production costs upwards
of $30-40 million.
Financial constraints
meant that Loach had
to scrap several crucial
scenes. Important
events are referred to or
described rather than
shown.
The attacks by the
Communist Party on
the revolutionary
left was a story that
hadn’t been told
in films. The left’s
resistance to the
fascists had been told
by George Orwell in his memoire
Homage to Catalonia.

Land and Freedom, says that the
status quo is never inevitable, and
that the working class is capable of
uplifting and liberating itself.

Everybody to Kenmure
Street, 2026

This is the story of the
spontaneous community pro-
test that took place in Glasgow
in 2021. Thousands of people
gathered to prevent the detention
and removal of two Sikh men by
Immigration Enforcement.

What began with a small group
of neighbours quickly grew into
a mass act of civil resistance,
ultimately leading to the men’s
release.

The documentary highlights
how ordinary people came
together because they believed
the action being taken was
wrong. While the protest itself
was significant, the documentary
also emphasises that it was built
on years of anti-racism and
community organising rather than
being an isolated event.

More broadly, the documentary
explores Glasgow’s complex
history, including both its
traditions of solidarity, trade
unionism, and anti-racist activism,
as well as its links to slavery and
exploitation.

A key theme is the power of
collective action. The documentary
shows how ordinary people can
challenge injustice and create
meaningful change.

Confidence

These films span 86 years. But
they share something essential—
they show the working class as

the agent of change. Films like
these are not just entertainment.
They build confidence for our class
because they are the memory of
our class.

Fascists have no art and have
no culture. They have nothing
because they represent the
negation of humanity and human
creativity. Culture belongs to us.

These films remind us that we
won. Against Nazism, against
the occupiers of Naples, against
Franco. We fought—and we won.
And we will win again.
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EVRIDRIVERS

Deliver Evri worker
the rise they’re owed

THE GMB union is in talks with
bosses at delivery firm Evri
this week.

Some 97 percent of the
workers voted last month to
reject a rotten pay offer with
over 6,000 taking part in the
ballot.

In the middle of a cost
of living crisis, the offer
represents a pay cut for many
of the precariously employed
workers. The offer was a year
late and well below what the
workers deserve.

Bosses must pay up

WORKERS AT a Scarborough
coach making firm are
accelerating their action over
pay. The Unite union members
work for Alexander Dennis—
formerly known as Plaxtons.

They rejected a 4 percent
pay offer from bosses after
years of pay rises that have
not kept up with the rising
cost of living.

The workers struck from
25 June to 1 July and again
from 16 to 20 July. They are
preparing for more action if
bosses don't pay up. It's the
first industrial action at the
site for nearly 30 years.

CANCER RESEARCHERS

‘We need to fight,
and we need to win’

UNITE UNION members at the
Institute for Cancer Research
(ICR) hit their 25th day of
strikes on Monday in a dispute
over pay.

The ICR workers have
received widespread support
from the public, other health
workers and former cancer
patients. But bosses still won't
budge.

“Management have refused
to engage meaningfully with
any negotiations,” one striker
on the picket line told Socialist
Worker. “The general feeling is
they're trying to starve us out.

“They have the reserves.
They've admitted they have
£37 million in the bank. That
could cover a full 16 percent
pay restoration for four years
without it costing them a single
penny. It's an active choice to
immiserate the staff. | can't
think of a logical reason they
won't negotiate.”

Still, the ICR workers aren’t
backing down until they
win. They have now voted to
extend strikes in a significant
escalation of the dispute.

“Of course we can win. The
people united will never be
defeated. | believe this,” striker
Danny told Socialist Worker.

Andy Burnham, who
became prime minister on
Monday, promises he'll stand
up for workers. But ICR strikers
were sceptical.

Danny told Socialist
Worker,“I don't expect
anything to change because
of Burnham. We need to fight,
and we need to win.”

UCU UNION

Workers fight back at uni
bosses' attacks ontheir jobs

b‘ CAMILLAROYLE

UCU UNION members are on strike
all this week at London South Bank
University in south London.

Bosses have caused chaos at the
university and morale is at rock bottom
after they decided to make large
numbers of academic workers reapply
for their jobs.

The bosses’ “transformation” will
divide the workforce and rip up terms
and conditions.

Some workers have been offered
“teaching and research” contracts.
But many have seen their contracts
terminated and been asked to apply for
a “teaching and scholarship” contract
with worse terms and conditions. The
deadline to apply was last Monday.

All new starters will also be employed
via a subsidiary company and will not
have access to the TPS pension scheme.

“Research is really important, espe-
cially in healthcare. Research helps

improve the quality of teaching as well,”
one striker explained.

Quality
They told Socialist Worker, “The strike
is about the quality of the students’
education. We have been understaffed
and we are becoming more under-
staffed.”

Rory is facing the prospect of losing

his job. The researcher found out he
wasn't eligible for the research related
contract but was also told he was unable
to apply for the teaching contract.

He told Socialist Worker, “I'm not
sure why they want to get rid of me. It’s
quite stressful.”

“It feels like they are shooting
themselves in the foot,” he added. “I've
just applied for grant funding. The
students have given great feedback on
the course.

“It seems they are not interested in
that. It feels ideological and like they
don’t know what they are doing.”

Student Olivia said there is
widespread support for the workers
among students. “It feels so unfair. The
teachers have really helped us.”

Rory explained that the new
contracts come with increased workloads
for the remaining staff and workloads
are already at dangerous levels.

The UCU members are boycotting
marking and assessments and
considering their next steps.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Universities prepare for autumn of strikes

UNIVERSITY OF Dundee
UCU union members are
preparing for hard-hitting
action in the new term
unless bosses reverse their
plans for cuts and job losses.

They are set to strike
for the first five weeks
of the new term, from
21 September to 23 October.

In November 2024,
former principal lain
Gillespie announced out of
the blue that job cuts were
“inevitable” as there was a
£30 million “black hole” in
the university’s budget.

He had previously
suggested that its finances
were in a good shape. He
left the role shortly after.

Workers’ action won a
victory in 2025. Bosses
scrapped plans to axe 632
jobs through compulsory
redundancies and said they
would seek support from
the Scottish government.

The latest recovery
plans, announced in June,

include proposals for nearly
200 job cuts, despite 815
jobs already being lost
since 2024.
The five week strike
will be very disruptive
for students, especially
those coming to study for
the first time. But union
members say the bosses
have caused the crisis with
their mismanagement.
Branch co-president
lan Ellis said, “The impact
on students is hugely
regrettable but the fact
is that another 200

staff members facing
redundancy, on top of the
over 800 who have already
gone, will have a bigger
impact on the university
and on our students and
their education than
anything else imaginable.”

UCU branches at the
University of Edinburgh,
Glasgow Caledonian
University, the University
of Aberdeen and Queen
Margaret University in
Edinburgh are all in dispute
over cuts. Workers should
coordinate strikes across
Scotland.

Meanwhile, UCU
branches at Goldsmiths
in London and at the
University of Nottingham
are in need of solidarity as
their strikes continue.

In both cases, bosses
have shocked university
workers by docking 100
percent of their pay for
taking part in a marking
and assessment boycott.

REPORTS

Oppose cuts
to services

SOME 50 people gathered in
Glasgow to oppose cuts to the
women’s service at Murray’s
Initiative last Tuesday.

The Sisters Against
Cuts campaign group are
demanding long term funding
for this essential service.

Murray’s Initiative provides
support to women affected
by drugs, alcohol or trauma
and survivors of gender based
violence. It has been a lifeline
for those facing massive NHS
waiting lists.

The potential closure of
the service would increase
pressure on other women’s
services and put lives at risk.

Sisters Against Cuts have
already won an extension
to the women’s service until
March next year.

But the fight does not stop
there. Campaigners demand
a long term funding plan, not
a band-aid solution.

Audrey Martin in Glasgow

OBITUARY

Maz Saleem
1974-2026

ITIS with deep sorrow and
profound respect that we
honour the life and legacy
of Maz Saleem. She was a
tireless campaigner, fearless
activist and devoted friend.
Maz was a powerhouse of
social change who dedicated
her life to fighting racism,
Islamophobia and injustice.

But she was also a woman
of immense warmth, joy and
vitality who lit up any room
she walked into.

Maz's journey as a
prominent human rights
advocate was forged in
the wake of unspeakable
personal tragedy.

Following the brutal
murder of her beloved
father, Mohammed Saleem,
in 2013, Maz channeled
her grief into an unyielding

pursuit of truth. Through

the Justice for Mohammed
Saleem campaign, she
fought tenaciously to ensure
his murder was officially
recognized for what it was—a
racist attack.

Maz did not stop at
seeking justice for her own
family—she became a shield
and a voice for marginalised
communities everywhere. As
an invaluable advocate for
Stand Up To Racism and Stop

The War, she was a powerful
presence on the stage.

She spoke passionately
at the massive Stop Trump
demonstrations, mobilised
crowds at numerous
Palestinian solidarity rallies
and addressed workers
at many trade union
conferences.

We send our deepest
love, thoughts and heartfelt
support during this incredibly
difficult time.

HEALTH ROUND-UP

Leeds operating
theatre workers

OPERATING THEATRE workers
at Leeds Teaching Hospitals
NHS Trust returned to picket
lines on Monday to begin
another 14-day strike.

The Unison union members
are angry at being paid at the
band 2 rate—the lowest on
the NHS pay scale—despite
performing many vital duties.

These include reducing
the infection risk for patients,
assisting with specialist
surgical equipment,
supporting clinical teams
during operations and helping
patients recover after surgery.

Unison branch chair
John Ingleson previously
told Socialist Worker, “Our
members are upset and
frustrated, but still highly
determined. They see
colleagues in neighbouring
hospitals paid as a Band 3.

“But here in Leeds, where
more complex surgery is
performed, our members
remain, bizarrely, on Band 2—
and nobody can legitimately
explain that contradiction.”

Chase Farm, London
DOZENS OF catering, cleaning
and security workers at Chase
Farm Hospital in north London
are due back on picket lines
this week in a fight over terms
and conditions.

The strikers work for the
notorious NHS outsourcer, ISS.
The GMB union members
struck for three days last week
and are due out again for three

days from Wednesday.

Jack Phipps, from the
GMB, said, “ISS has shown
no respect for its workers and
has repeatedly failed to make
a reasonable offer to meet
their concerns, leaving our
members with no choice but
to strike.”

South Wales
AROUND 100 health visitors
at Cwm Taf Morgannwg
University Health Board have
voted to renew their strike
mandate for up to another 12
months.

Kerry Parry, health visitor
and Unite representative at
Cwm Taf Morgannwg, said the
workers were angry over the
board’s failure to boost pay.

Speaking to Nursing Times,
she explained that the dispute
dates back to 2024 when the
health visitors asked for a
review of their job description.

The review initially found
that the health visitors should
be on band 6, but following an
appeal, it concluded that they
should be on band 7.

However, the health board
refused to acknowledge this.

“We work in one of the most
deprived areas of Wales, so we
really want to attract health
visitors because we know
how important the role of the
health visitor is for babies,
children, families and early
intervention, and to improve
outcomes for those children,”
said Kerry.

Health visitors voted by
93 percent to support another
12 months of industrial action.
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EDUCATION EXAMINERS

Build schools fight for a
fully-funded pay increase

by DAVE DAVIES, Hackney NEU

union i'oint branch secretary

AS SCHOOLS break
up for the summer, the
NEU union’s national
executive backed plans to
launch a national ballot for
strikes in the new term.

The ballot is set to open on
3 October and will run until
15 December as part of the
fight for a fully-funded pay
increase.

The decision came after
the national executive had
agreed to a short “snap poll”
a week earlier.

It wanted to gauge the
reaction of NEU members to
the School Teachers’ Review
Body recommendations on
teachers’ pay.

It recommend a better
deal than the Labour
government was willing
to concede—3.5 percent
from this September
and 3 percent the following
year.

Years

The government had
proposed 6.5 percent over
three years.

And it did recommend
allocating more funding for
the proposed award.

These improvements are
the result of the NEU holding
an indicative ballot in the
spring. This showed there
was a clear majority that
wanted to fight to win more
funding and a better pay
award.

But the recommendations
are still way short of what is
needed.

There is a shortfall of over
£400 million in funding,
meaning schools will be

forced to make yet more cuts.

This will hit both support
workers and teaching jobs—
and damage education for
children even further. Schools
are already at breaking point
after years of underfunding.

Even if this year’s pay
award is in line with inflation,
it will do nothing to address
decades of below-inflation
awards.

At the moment, teachers
and support workers are up
to 20 percent worse off in
real terms than in 2010.

And accepting a 3 percent
pay award for September
2027 would be catastrophic
when inflation could be much
higher by then.

The snap poll saw around
one fifth of NEU members
who are teachers respond
with only one week’s notice—
not bad in the last week of
term.

It showed overwhelming
backing for a fight over both
funding and pay.

A

NEU UNION members on a picket line in east London

Some 89 percent said they
would be prepared to go
on strike to ensure any pay
award is fully funded.

And 76 percent said they
would be prepared to strike
to win an improved pay offer
this year.

There were debates on
the executive, with some
suggesting that a ballot
should decouple the issues of
funding and pay.

Majority

But a big majority—including
Socialist Worker supporters
on the executive—argued
rightly to keep the two issues
linked.

The government has the
money to pay up. It has just
saved £3.3 billion from a
re-evaluation of the Teachers’
Pension Scheme—yet none of
this money is being put back
into education.

Instead, it is all going
back to the Treasury—most
likely to fund increased
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military spending. We need
to put a clear demand on
Andy Burnham’s Labour
government that this money
should be used to increase
funding for education and pay
for teachers significantly.

The urgent task now is for
all in the NEU to unite.

We need to ensure that
there is a real drive at every
level of the union to make
sure the ballot wins.

And we need to smash the
50 percent turnout threshold
in the ballot.

The Employment Rights
Act abolishes them—but the
government is disgracefully
dragging its feet over
implementing it.

But these thresholds can
be beaten—as the NEU has
shown in the past—if all in
the union work together.

But the entire trade union
movement needs to loudly
demand that Burnham
immediately scrap the ballot
thresholds too.

Get out the vote in Unison union’s ballot for strikes

UNISON UNION activists
are fighting to build a yes
vote in the ongoing ballot
for strikes in councils and
schools.

Over 200,000 council
and school workers across
more than 500 employers
will decide whether to
strike over a measly pay
offer of 3.3 percent.

Unison is demanding
£3,000 or 10 percent—
whichever is greater—on
every pay point. It is also
fighting for a minimum pay
rate of £15 an hour.

Portsmouth Unison

branch started a phone
bank at the beginning of
the week.

Activists aim to call all
members who they have
numbers for to encourage
them to vote.

And there are plans to
leaflet the civic offices with
another strike bulletin.

As well as this, a team of
Unison area organisers has
established routes around
the city to repeatedly visit
other workplaces and
schools where members are
being balloted.

Camden Unison in north

London has organised
members’ meetings and
invited the Institute of
Cancer Research workers
currently on strike to speak
about their fight over pay.

The four-week ballot
closes on 6 August.

BETHOUSANDS OF Unite
union members who
work for local authorities
are getting the vote out
in a ballot that ends on
17 August.

They rejected bosses’
3.3 percent pay offer
after facing years of

below inflation pay
rises. The workers
involved include refuse
workers, street cleaners,
street lighting workers,
teaching assistants and
care workers at 21 local
authorities.

In addition, maintenance
workers at five local
councils already struck
last month over pay and
changes to their conditions.

Activists should push for
coordinated strikes with
Unison members who are
also balloting for strikes in
local government.

AQA exam board workers
walk out for pay justice

by JUDEMCKECHNIE

WORKERS AT AQA, Britain’s
biggest exam board, are
showing the answer to years
of falling pay—strikes.

Around 400 members of
the Unison union struck from
Monday to Friday of last week
in their latest round of action.

And more than 100 Unite
union members joined the
action on Thursday and Friday
for the first time.

One striker on Friday’s
picket line in Manchester told
Socialist Worker that bosses
were struggling to hold things
together as exam season
reached its climax.

Picket

“It’s encouraging that today
is the largest picket line that
we’ve run so far,” he said.

“Yesterday we had the
largest picket line in Guildford
that there’s ever been.
There is still a real sense of
momentum.”

Workers are based in
Manchester, Guildford
and Milton Keynes. After
management put a vague
offer to the union, an
overwhelming number of
members voted to go ahead
with the action.

AQA bosses are
increasingly relying on
temporary workers to meet
deadlines set for the exam
period. But the action taken
by AQA workers has won
some of these temporary
workers to their picket line.

One temp, who has

joined the strike, told the

crowd, “Every person in the
workplace has the right to

join a trade union, regardless

of their contract.

“Union membership
empowers temporary
workers, ensuring collective
representation and adding
strength to individual voices,”
they said.

“The trade union
movement is so important

line in Manchester

and holds so much power,
not only for yourself, but
for others around you. Our
strength is in numbers.”

Another striker on the
picket line told Socialist
Worker they were fighting for
pay restoration, but that the
removal of discriminatory pay
gaps was a key demand.

For example, women
workers at AQA earn over
10 tpercent less on average
than their male co-workers.

“We are doing everything
we can as a union to fight for
fair pay for everyone,” she
said.

“None of us are going to
stand by while some of our
colleagues are forced to use
food banks to survive because
of unfair pay.”

Laura, one of the reps at
Unison AQA, told the strikers,
“What we’re doing, it sends
a strong message to the rest
of the country. When we win,
everyone else is going to be
thinking—if the AQA workers
can win, it’s my turn.”

A win at AQA would send a
message to every boss trying
to force through another pay
cut that they won’t get away
with it.

Every union branch should
send messages of support,
donate to the strike fund
and invite AQA workers to
speak in union branches and
workplaces.

BMessages can be sent to
UnisonDevasSt@aga.org.uk

East End Homes pension fight

UNISON UNION members
at East End Homes (EEH)
in Tower Hamlets, east
London, were back out
on strike for three days
this week in opposition to
pension theft.

And they are set to strike
again for the whole of next
week.

Bosses want to move
them onto a pension scheme
that could see them lose
up to half their retirement
income over the next ten
years.

The changes could force
them to work for longer
to maintain a retirement
income they thought was
secure.

Management have now
made clear that they want
to use fire and rehire to
impose the inferior contract.

Fire and rehire is due to
become grounds for unfair
dismissal in January of next
year.

Unison says that EEH
CEO, Daniel Killian,
acknowledges this, but is
keen to push through the
changes and impose a worse
contract before then.
®Join them on the picket
line to show solidarity from
8.30am, Monday 20 July until
22 July, and the following week
beginning 27 July at EEH Head
Office, 3 Resolution Plaza,
Aldgate, London E1 6PS
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AS DONALD TRUMP RAMPS UP ATTACKS AGAINST IRAN...

DEMAND AN END

TO ARMS SALES

bz TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS

DONALD TRUMP is boasting
that the US hit Iran “very hard
again” on Sunday night as he
tries to turn defeat into victory.

The US military attacked several
Iranian cities, including Tabriz,
Chabahar, Konarak, Bandar
Mahshahr and Bandar Imam
Khomeini, on Monday.

It marked the ninth day of attacks
on Iran as the US tries to assert its
control over the Strait of Hormuz.

The US said the strikes were
“designed to further degrade Iran’s
ability to threaten commercial
shipping in the Strait of Hormuz”.

The Iranian regime has
responded with strikes against US
military bases and equipment in the
region, including in Jordan where
two US soldiers were killed.

Concessions

The “memorandum of
understanding” between the US and
Iran, signed in June, saw Trump
make major concessions.

Article 5 said, “The Islamic
Republic of Iran will make
arrangements using its best efforts
for the safe passage of commercial
vessels, with no charge for 60 days
only, from the Persian Gulf to the
Sea of Oman and vice versa.”

This meant that Iran was left in

A BRIDGE in Iran destroyed by US bombing

control of the Strait of Hormuz.
But the US tried to flaunt the
article by keeping up its naval
patrols along one of the shipping
routes in the strait. Iran had insisted
that ships follow a route along its

coast—and began attacking ships
that took the other route along the
coast of Oman.

Trump was forced to accept the
memorandum of understanding,
but hoped it would give the US

some breathing space.

His manoeuvres threaten a return
to all-out war with the US military
boasting that it “remains highly
vigilant, focused, lethal and ready”.

The US is increasing the number

of aircraft in the region, bringing
in F-16 and F-35 fighter jets from
Germany and Britain.

One US senior official told the
Washington Post newspaper, “The
US is planning for a wider war.”

But the official warned that
the US was not prepared for an
all-out war. The Washington Post
says, “The official cautioned that
the expansion of US operations will
be limited by dwindling stockpiles
of air defense and long-range
munitions.”

Constraints

The US faces “constraints on the
ability to surge more troops and
aircraft into the area because of
battle damage.

“We do not have enough to safely
sustain operations, and I don’t think
the White House is aware of that,”
the official said.

As US imperialism sinks deeper
into crisis and threatens more war,
our task in Britain is to fight for
regime change at home.

Palestine remains a key mobiliser
on the streets of Britain.

The whole movement should
demand that the new prime
minister, Andy Burnham, shut
down US bases in Britain and stop
arms sales to Israel.

It will be up to us to force the
Labour prime minister to break with
Keir Starmer’s rotten legacy.

State deepens drive to war o

b‘ CAMILLAROYLE

THE LABOUR government
is slashing funding for
higher education. But
it is happy to support
universities that
participate in its war drive.
The Department for
Education recently
announced a reduction
in grant funding of
£50 million for the next
academic year. It plans to
cut support for courses in
subjects including nursing,
history, geography and the
performing arts.

But through the
Defence Universities
Alliance (DUA), the state
will further draw higher
education institutions into
the military-industrial
complex.

By signing up to be
part of the DUA, these
universities commit
to developing military
research and actively
promoting careers in

“defence” to their students.

Being part of the DUA
doesn’t come with any
specific funding attached.
But it is clearly a tempting
prospect for cash-strapped

university bosses, who
expect it to help open
doors to funding.

Nearly 100 universities
applied to join and
35 have now been
accepted by the Ministry
of Defence (MoD) as
founder members.

It will feel like a stab
in the back for workers at
universities like Exeter.

The UCU union has
warned that deep cuts
there will do irreparable
damage to teaching
and research in social
sciences, politics and the
humanities, including
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Exeter Uni, member of the DUA

college campuses

world-renowned research
on the Middle East.

But it seems Exeter
bosses are less interested
in understanding societies
in the Middle East than
in furthering imperialist
bombing there.

Campaign group
Demilitarise Education
said, “We are seeing mass
layoffs, programme cuts,
and campus closures.

“Trust in university
governance is at an
all-time low. Instead of
addressing this crisis on
campus, universities are
increasing securitisation,

silencing dissent,
and diverting scarce
resources.”
The government’s
drive to war doesn’t
just affect universities.
Three further education
colleges in Plymouth,
Lincoln and Yeovil have
also been awarded a share
of £80 million from the
MoD to develop “defence”
related courses.
Education workers and
students should demand
that Burnham drops the
plans and should resist
them on every campus if
he doesn’t.
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