
we won’t 
let racism 
divide us

by ken Olende

Campaigners aCross europe are out to 
block the rising tide of racism. in Britain 
there are protests on saturday 21 march in 
London, glasgow and Cardiff.

Amal Azzudin is an anti-racist campaigner in 
Glasgow. She was one of the Glasgow Girls who 
stopped a classmate being deported in 2005.

“I’m helping to organise the Glasgow march,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “We need to make a 
big noise to show how many of us oppose the 
rise of racism, Islamophobia and fascism.

“Politicians’ propaganda that scapegoats 
immigrants is terrible. 

“Blaming migrants for economic problems is 
total rubbish.”

Amal said she was “scared” by the rise of the 

far right Pegida in Germany. “But I saw more 
and more people marching against them,” she 
said. “We can do that here.”

Janet Alder has been campaigning since 
her brother Christopher died in police custody 
in Hull. “The Stand Up to Racism demo last  
year was fantastic because it brought eve-
ryone fighting racism together,” she told  
Socialist Worker.

“I come from the angle of people affected by 
police brutality. 

“Things are not getting any better and argu-
ably they are worse.

“We need to unite continuously to make 
them accountable. 

“I look forward to seeing the same people as 
last year and many more. We have to fight for
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revealed—cops linked to 
rotherham abuse scandal
A victim of child sexual exploitation, a lawyer and an abuse 
expert tell Sadie Robinson about the links between abusers 
and the police  >>Pages10&11

When We brought 
MalcolM x  
to birMinghaM
 >>Pages 14&15
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scotlaNd

SNP slams ‘crude’ 
cuts—and slashes 
council jobs
SCoTTISH NATIoNAl Party 
(SNP) leader Nicola Sturgeon 
called on the labour Party 
to abandon austerity in a 
speech in london last week. 
She also attacked the Tory 
government’s “crude cuts”.

But SNP councillors in 
Dundee and Edinburgh 
were not on message as they 
rammed through huge cuts.
>>Page 7

greece

Bankers and 
bosses blackmail 
left government
Mass protests took place 
in Greece last weekend 
urging the newly elected left 
government to stand firm 
in the face of blackmail.

the european Union (eU) 
is trying to make Greece 
apply for an extension to its 
bailout. eU leaders want to 
make workers pay for the 
bankers’ crisis.
>>Page 4

scaPegoatiNg

The state creates 
vicious drama of 
benefits raids
CoUNCIl offICERS in 
south london joined police 
in riot gear for a dawn raid 
last week against people 
accused of claiming slightly 
more benefits than the state 
says they are allowed to. 

It is part of the Tories’ aim to 
scapegoat the most vulnerable. 
>>Pages 5&17
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lTroublemaker does not 
begrudge michael Gove his 

government £110,000 Jag. even 
though he uses it for trips of 
only 440 yards and even though 
he’s been demoted. Though if 
he is going to say it is for official 
business he may want to remember 
to take the ministerial boxes of 
documents in the plush car.

Dozen Tory donors are being 
investigated for tax scams
The swiss arm of hsbC 
helped clients in more than 
200 countries avoid taxes 
on accounts containing 
£78 billion.

Yet 1,100 wealthy tax 
cheats here were let off over 
the scandal. Only one person 
was prosecuted.

In contrast people go to jail 
for not having a TV licence.

H M  R e v e n u e  a n d 
Customs, which has had the 
information since 2010, said 
it looked at details on 6,000 
individuals and firms. 

It challenged 1,000 and 
the cases were settled.

Cameron crony Lord 
Fink of Tax Avoidance in 
Switzerland proved how out 
of touch the elite are when 
he said everybody avoids 
tax.

The Tories have good 
reason to back tax avoidance.

For instance, more than 

12 wealthy Tory donors have 
been caught up in alleged 
tax avoidance schemes being 
investigated by Revenue & 
Customs.

The multi-millionaires, 
who have donated nearly  
£10 million to the party, 
include two peers, one 
knight and some of the City’s 
wealthiest financiers.

High-profile Tory back-
ers who have signed up to 
the schemes that have been 
probed include car dealer 
Lord Edmiston,  worth  
£440 million.

He has donated more than 
£4 million either directly or 
via his IM Group. 

His register of interests 
at the House of Lords show 

he has invested more than 
£250,000 in a scheme that is 
accused of tax avoidance by 
HMRC.

Many of  the donors 
involved have poured cash 
into the Ingenious group, 
which offers tax breaks in 
return for investing in film 
projects.

They include Tory peer 
Lord Sainsbury and hedge 
fund boss Neil Ostrer, who 
has donated £250,000 since 
2010. 

Hedge fund boss Sir  
Paul Ruddock, who has 
gifted the party more than 
£800,000 has also ploughed 
money in. 

The Duchess of Bedford, 
who with her husband 
has donated £100,000 
to the Tories, invested in 
two alleged tax avoidance 
schemes but is now “review-
ing” her position.

llanGuishinG in the 
polls, the liberal democrat 

spring conference next month 
was always going to have the 
atmosphere of a wake.

but worry not. The party  
that invented Cleggmania has  
organised a special “training 
session” for candidates and mPs 
on how to “keep smiling”.

Pay up for the rich 
down for the rest
BRITAIN’S top bosses 
have enjoyed pay hikes 
of £700,000 each since 
the Tory-led coalition 
came to office.

But while the highest 
earners picked up a  
26 percent rise, average 
earnings fell by  
8.4 percent—leaving 
millions £2,500-a-
year worse off.

Chiefs of the 100 biggest 
stock market-listed  
firms now average 
an income from 
pay and bonuses of 
£3.3 million a year. 

That is 123 times the 
average of £27,195.

While bosses have 
trousered an extra 
£696,236, the average 
pay of a supermarket 
checkout worker dropped 
by around £1,163—
7.7 percent. And a lorry 
driver’s income slumped 
£2,300—8.1 percent.

You either hate 
Ukip or you hate it 
The mosT hated brand 
in britain, according 
to an entirely reliable 
survey, is ukip. The 
racists’ favourite holds 
number one position with 
almost one-third of the 
votes—30 percent in the 
survey of 1,500 people. 

ukip came just 
ahead of the 
Conservatives, 
who are in 
second with 
27 percent.

labour 
and the 

liberal democrats took 
fifth and sixth with 
marmite and ryanair 
ahead of them and 
mcdonald’s, starbucks, 
Facebook and kFC 
completing the table. 

laFTer only six 
weeks back, and on a 

three-day week, mPs 
went on another 

week’s holiday last 
week. There are 
only weeks to go 
to the election, 
so naturally mPs 
want to be in their 

constituencies. 

FAT CAT OF 
THE WEEK
No. 53453 
Lord Fink 
Tax avoider
lFink who has given 
£3 million to the Tories, 
said, “The expression 
tax avoidance is so wide 
that everyone does tax 
avoidance at some level.”
lThe hedge fund guru, 
a former Tory party 
treasurer, admitted he 
had “used the opportunity 
to set up some family 
trusts” when based in 
Switzerland.

nick Clegg 

worse than marmite

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Ed was 
personally  
horrid to me 
because he was 
losing’
David Cameron whines to 
ministers about that nasty  
Ed Miliband

‘Latter-day 
Trotskyites’
Tory grandee Kenneth Clarke 
explains who is running Greece

‘Fifty Shades Of 
Campaigning’
Tory party letter asking for 
supporters to go canvassing 
last weekend 

‘Staunchly 
Labour’ 
Ant or possibly Dec 
confusingly explain that they 
can’t back Ed Miliband and 
that he/they “voted Labour 
all my life. But last election I 
voted Tory”

‘Schoolboy  
error’
Conservative Home website 
describes the Tories 
uploading to the web all the 
candidates profiles they aren’t 
campaigning for because they 
don’t expect them to win 

‘I probably 
shouldn’t be 
advocating  
this on  
television’
George Osborne explaining in 
a televison interview in 2003 
how to use “clever financial 
products” to avoid tax 

lord sainsbury

More council 
cuts in poorer 
areas

enGland’s poorest areas 
have had their council 
budgets cut by far more 
than rich parts.

The ten most deprived 
areas, which include 
liverpool, mancheser and 
hackney and newham 
in east london, have 
an average spending 
reduction of 25.3 percent.

This compares with 
average cuts of  
2.54 percent in the ten 
least deprived areas.

spending in the poorest 
council areas has fallen an 
average of £337 per head 
since 2010 but by just 
£7.50 in the ten richest 
wards.
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Energy profits 
drop to only 
£60 a second
The owner of british 
Gas is expected to 
announce it raked in 
profits of £1.9 billion last 
year or £60 a second.

energy fatcats have 
been waltzing off with 
huge profits while cutting 
customer bills by a measly 
5 percent and delaying the 
change until the end of 
this month.

Centrica raked in an 
extra £50 million by 
putting off the reduction.

Centrica bosses will no 
doubt moan that profits 
are down from the  
£2.7 billion.

edF energy announced 
profits of £649 million last 
week.

never had it so good



 We won’t  
 let racism  
 divide us
>>>from page one
justice and equality.”

Activists in Greece 
originally called for  
anti-racist demonstrations 
on 21 March to counter 
the rise of the fascist party 
Golden Dawn.

Syriza MP Vassiliki 
Katrivanou told Socialist 
Worker that it is important 
for anti-racists to take 
to the streets even if the 
government is pushing 
anti-racist policies.

“If the government is 
going the right way the 
people should support it, 
and push it to go faster,” 
she said.

“Racism is something 
you struggle against, not 
something you can end 
with just a law.”

Anti-racists in Greece are 
fighting to end detention 
camps for migrants. 

Vassiliki described 
them as a “dishonour to 
humankind”.

“There are 4,500 people 
in camps, including minors, 
including sick people and 
asylum seekers,” she said.

“People can be detained 
for an indefinite time. 
There are no doctors, the 
food is horrible.

“The previous 
government created this—
and we have to end it.”

 Double standards revealed  
 when victims are Muslims
by Annette MAckin

D e a h  B a r a k at,  Yu s o r 
Mohammad abu-Salha and razan 
abu-Salha were shot and killed in 
Chapel hill, North Carolina, last 
week for one reason—they were 
Muslims.

Their next door neighbour Craig 
Hicks has been charged with their 
murders. 

It is alleged that he entered their 
home on Tuesday of last week and 
shot each in the back of the head.

But the police and the media are 
refusing to class the killings as racist. 
Cops say they are looking into it 
as the culmination of “an ongoing 
neighbour dispute about parking”.

Two days later an Islamic Centre in 
Houston, Texas, was burned down in 
a suspected arson attack.

Media outlets debate the possible 
“motivations” of Hicks. 

They say he was a resident known 
to get into disputes, but after he had 
shot the three young Muslims he 
“surrendered without incident”. 

Neighbour
They quote one neighbour who said 
Hicks displayed “equal opportunity 
anger”. 

Deah and Yusor were newlyweds 
and were living with Yusor’s younger 
sister Razan. Their family are clear 
about the motivations for the killings.

“We have no doubt that the way 
they looked and the way they believed 
had something to do with this,” Yusor 
and Razan’s father Mohammad  
Abu-Salha said.

Mohammad said that when Deah 
lived alone he did not seem to expe-
rience any problems. But trouble 
started once his daughter moved in 
wearing a hijab that clearly identified 
her as Muslim.

“My daughter, Yusor, told us on 
more than two occasions that this 
man came knocking at the door and 
fighting about every thing with a gun 

on his belt, more than twice.
“She told us, ‘Daddy, I think he 

hates us for who we are and how we 
look’.”

Over 5,000 attended the funer-
als for the three University of 
North Carolina students. And 
MuslimLivesMatter protests took 
place outside CNN offices in New 
York and the BBC in London, 
Birmingham and Manchester.

Protesters pointed to the hypocrisy 
in the reporting and investigation of 
the shootings.

If the killer had been Muslim 
and the victims white it would have 
quickly been deemed a terrorist 
attack.

Desensitised
Family friend Sameer Abdel-Khalek 
said Islamophobia has been a long 
term problem in the US. “It had got 
to the point where I think we became 
desensitised and unsure of how to 
react in the face of the ridicule. Up 
until now,” he said. 

The Islamophobia that has taken 
root is starkly seen in the differ-
ent treatment meted out to the 
Chapel Hill murders and the kill-
ings in Copenhagen, Denmark, last 
Saturday.

Omar El-Hussein was shot dead 
by Danish police after they allege he 
shot two people and injured five. 

One victim was killed outside a 
synagogue and another in a cultural 
centre which was holding a “debate” 
on Islam and free speech.

El-Hussein’s motivations were 
already decided upon before his 
name was even released.

Danish PM Helle Thorning-Schmidt 
said the shootings were a “cynical act 
of terror against Denmark”.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

in this Week

 1848
Manifesto of the 
Communist Party
WritteN BY karl Marx 
and Frederick engels, the 
pamphlet was published 
in London on 21 February. 

Coincidentally the first 
uprising in this year of 
revolutions broke out in 
France the next day.

the French king 
abdicated on 24 February.

Stop Pegida in Newcastle 
AnTI-RAcISTS ARe gearing up to 
oppose a protest by supporters of 
the Islamophobic group Pegida in 
newcastle on 28 February. 

It has become a focus for  
assorted nazi and racist groups.

Simon Hall of newcastle 
Unites, the anti-racist 
group calling a counter-
demonstration, told 
Socialist Worker, “It is 
important we come out 
and make a stand.

“A racist group like 
Pegida cannot be allowed 
to gain a foothold here.”

Pegida emerged in 
Germany where it had a 
meteoric rise with tens 
of thousands protesting 

against the “Islamification” of 
europe.

But anti-racists pushed it back, 
causing five leading members to 
leave. This crisis led it to try and 
put down roots elsewhere.

Anti-racists plan a public 
meeting on Wednesday 
of this week. 

Speakers include 
Weyman Bennett of 
Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) and Fazia Hussain 
Brown, the Unite union’s 
regional organiser. 

Meeting Wed 18 Feb, 7pm, 
Civic Centre, NE1 8QH. 
UaF conference Sat 21 Feb, 
9am-4pm, central London. 
uaf.org.ukPegida sticker

MUSLiM LiveS Matter protest in New York 

International Socialism day school

ChiNa, WorlD CaPitaliSM 
aND WorkerS’ reSiStaNCe
Sessions onlthe political economy of China 
todaylChina in the worldlLabour struggles and 
movements for democracy

Speakers includeltim PringlelJenny Chan 
lJane hardyladrian Buddlvincent SunglSally kincaid

Saturday 28 February, 10.30am to 5pm
Birkbeck, University of London, Malet St, London WC1E 7HX
£10 waged/£5 unwagedlisj.org.ukl020 7819 1177lisj@swp.org.uk
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Europe’s rulers try to force left 
government into a climbdown
 by dave sewell 

The european union’s (eu) 
rulers and the bosses are deter-
mined to make sure last month’s 
Greek e lect ion counts  for 
nothing.

Greeks voted for radical left 
party Syriza because they’re sick of 
the “bailout” programme, which is 
making them pay for the bankers’ 
crisis.

But in negotiations on Monday 
of this week, the “eurogroup” of 
finance ministers tried to force 
Syriza to sign up to a bailout 
extension.

The world’s eyes have been on 
Greece’s new finance minister Yanis 
Varoufakis as he argues against aus-
terity across the table from its very 
architects.

The German finance minister 
Wolfgang Schauble wants to make 
an example of Greece for anyone 
who dares to break with austerity.

His Spanish, Portuguese and Irish 
counter-parts all face elections this 
year, after years of pushing through 
austerity. 

Another
They don’t want Syriza to show that 
there was always another way—and 
neither does Tory baron George 
Osborne.

Thousands joined protests in sol-
idarity with Syriza in cities across 
Europe, including London and 
Edinburgh.

The biggest were in Greece itself, 
where workers are also raising their 
own demands and calling on the 
government not to back down (see 
right).

The current bailout agreement 
expires at the end of this month. 
Syriza will have £5 billion loan 
repayments due—and nothing to 
pay them with.

The European Central Bank 
(ECB) has threatened to pull emer-
gency support for Greek banks 
unless there’s a new agreement for 
paying it. 

The rich are already pulling 

money out of the country. This 
could trigger a banking collapse.

Varoufakis wants a “bridging 
loan” as a transition to a post-bail-
out period. 

But the EU is trying to force 
Syriza into a total climbdown. It 
wants it to sign up to an extension 
to the current bailout—and drop its 
promised reforms. 

The EU says that Syriza mustn’t 
give sacked workers their jobs 
back as it’s too expensive. It says it 
mustn’t reverse privatisations as this 
would scare away investors.

Varoufakis has met this out-
rageous blackmail with offers of 
compromise.

He had already agreed to keep 
paying the debt, and on Monday he 
promised to put off fulfilling Syriza’s 
manifesto promises for months. 

Varoufakis wants to hold the 
eurozone together—but the “euro-
group” would rather see Greece 
leave than compromise. 

Syriza is right to reject the bail-
out. Workers shouldn’t have to 
suffer for the bankers’ crisis. 

But compromise won’t defeat the 
forces who are determined to make 
us all pay.

On other pages...
Activists organise to beat back 
racists on 21 March >>Page 6

worKerS proTeST outside the Greek parliament in athens Picture: Workers solidarity

Workers tell Syriza, ‘Don’t go back’
by PanOs garganas in Athens

A wAve of protests swept Greece 
last Sunday. The biggest was 
outside the Greek parliament in 
Athens’ Syntagma Square—and 
the shift in mood was clear.

The first protests after the 
elections were in support of the 
government. Ten days later, they 
were clearly more about urging 
Syriza not to back down.

Organised 
The numbers of people and 
banners has grown, including 
from organised groups of 
workers.

The main slogans were 
against the european Union’s 
(eU) blackmail—but also telling 
the government “Don’t go back” 
and “Don’t pay the debt”.

There were other 
demonstrations last wednesday. 
But first around 1,000 workers 
and supporters rallied outside 
state broadcaster eRT, which the 
last government shut down. 

Syriza pledged to reopen it, 
but hasn’t given guarantees of 
how many jobs and channels 
will be restored. workers want it 
all back, and under their control.

Sacked public sector workers 
set up a “centre for struggle” 
—a kiosk for leafleting and 
campaigning—in the centre of the 
northern Greek city Thessalonica. 

The mayor tore it down, 
saying it was bad for tourism. 
But last week they rebuilt it 
saying, “we haven’t got our jobs 
back yet, so we’re not stopping 
the struggle”.

Teachers called a 
demonstration when the 
government tried to climb down 
from restoring their jobs and 

pay. But they called it off after 
Syriza pledged to keep its word.

And the dockers’ union has 
pledged to fight if the government 
backs off from stopping the 
privatisation of the ports.

This resistance is what offers 
a way forward. It can strengthen 
Greece’s negotiating position.

Pledged
But varoufakis has forced himself 
into a corner by saying he needs 
to compromise.

This is precisely the time for 
Greece to break with the euro. 
But by ruling it out Syriza is 
allowing the other side to play 
games. 

eU rulers are bluffing when 
they say they could contain a 
Greek exit—none of them want 
their weak economies to absorb 
the shock. every eU government 
is also under pressure from 
anger at austerity.

This is the Greek government’s 
strongest card and anti-austerity 
movements everywhere have a 
role to play. 

back stOry
Greeks elected the radical left 
party Syriza last month
lBut Europe’s rulers and bosses 
now want to make sure it doesn’t 
break with austerity
lThey’re threatening to cut off 
all support for Greek banks
lGreece is due to repay 
£5  billion at the end of the 
month
lFinance minister Yanis 
Varoufakis is offering the 
European Union compromises 
lBut real strength lies in workers’ 
struggle, not compromise 

and
SYRIZA
SocIAlISt StRAtegY
WEDnESDay 25 FEbruary, 7pm
percy circus, king’s cross, london wc1x 9ey
StathiS KouvElaKiS syriza central committee
alEx CalliniCoS editor international socialism
hosted by the international socialism journal 
www.isj.org.uk 020 7819 1177
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WHAT WE THINK
international 
 New ceasefire locks Ukraine  
 into its escalating proxy war
by tomáš  tengely-evans

EuropEan and 
ukrainian politicians 
signed a ceasefire  
with russian 
president Vladimir 
putin last week. 

ukrainian president 
petro poroshenko said 
russian-backed rebels 
endangered the deal.

But both sides 
stepped up fighting in 
a rush to strengthen 
their positions in time 
for the ceasefire.  

ukraine had to 
withdraw its guns 
50 kilometres from 
the front line. So both 
sides fought over 
where the front line 
would be. 

Western leaders are 
divided.

German chancellor 
angela Merkel wanted 
a deal to “stabilise” 
the situation. But 
uS president Barack 
obama is still 

weighing up sending 
“lethal aid” to the 
ukrainian military.

The International 
Monetary Fund has 
agreed a £11.4 billion 
bailout, but is sure 
to demand harsh 
“structural reform”. 

Sanctions and the 
tumbling oil price 
are hitting russia’s 
economy. putin hopes 
to buy time and keep 
ukraine in chaos. 

poroshenko wants 

to use the deal’s 
clauses on ukraine 
regaining its territory. 

He is pushing for 
weapons to wage a 
war he can win. 

This locks ukraine 
further into its proxy 
war. all sides may be 
too weak to deliver 
the killer blow, but 
strong enough to keep 
the conflict rumbling 
with appalling 
consequences for 
ordinary people.

Angela Merkel, Petro Poroshenko and Vladimir Putin

 Intractable oppostion to cuts  
 at a Northern Ireland hospital
SoME 20,000 people 
attended a rally 
in Downpatrick in 
northern Ireland last 
Saturday to protest 
against the reduction 
of services at the 
Downe Hospital.

Traffic came to a 
standstill as farmers 
in more than 100 
tractors led the “Love 
The Downe” rally.

The multi-million 
pound new-build 
hospital only opened 
in 2010. But it has 
already had a number 
of acute services 
scaled back. 

 US strikers squeeze bosses 
 as oil row enters third week
oIL refinery workers 
in the uS entered the 
third week of their 
most significant strike 
for decades this week.

The strike is 
stretching refinery 
bosses.

In an attempt to 
keep up the pretence 
of a fully functioning 
site, some scabs and 
managers have been 

forced to sleep in the 
refineries overnight.

around 5,500 
workers are striking at 
11 plants. 

The workers’ united 
Steelworkers union 
called the strike on 
31 January after talks 
with bosses over 
contracts broke down.

The strike is about 
pay and safety. 

Strikers want to 
double the size of the 
annual pay increases, 
get more healthcare 
coverage and reduced 
use of non-union 
contract workers.

Both the union and 
refinery bosses were 
preparing to resume 
negotiations on 
Wednesday.
Annette Mackin
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Don’t let West ramp up 
the ‘War on terror’ 

 P
oliticians and the 
media want to use 
last week’s killings in 
copenhagen to ramp 
up islamophobia, extend 

repressive powers and justify 
imperialist war. We must not allow 
this.

More racism, more repression 
and more bombing raids will make 
matters worse. 

the crackdown on Muslims 
in Britain is also gathering pace. 
Police have already arrested 
16 people who were allegedly 
returning from syria last month.

now there will be more 
rhetoric that we face a “global 
war on terror” or, as French 
prime minister Manuel Valls said, a 
war with “islamofascism”.

Heavily armed police have 
paraded around the perimeter of 
Britain’s GcHQ spy centre. 

and the “snoopers’ charter”—
that had previously been 
blocked—passed into law last 
week granting the state even 
more powers. 

Elsewhere the Egyptian 
state posed as a defender of 
democracy as it unleashed air 
raids in libya. 

Libyan Islamist fighters loyal to 
isis had released a video of them 

murdering 21 Egyptian coptic 
christians. Right wingers lauded 
the air strikes as part of a war 
pitting the West and its allies 
against islamism.

But the Egyptian regime 
imprisons and murders all 
opposition. 

since the July 2013 coup, at 
least 40,000 people have been 
jailed, over 3,000 have been killed 
and hundreds have “disappeared”. 

it is using sectarian politics 
in an attempt to divide Muslims 
and copts and sunni and shia to 
bolster the counter revolution. 

the fact that Egyptian 
workers have been forced to find 
employment in libya highlights 
the plight of the country’s poor.  

libya has been in total chaos 
after the Us and Britain bombed 
it in 2011 to try and assert 
their control during the arab 
revolutions. 

this chaos has allowed the 
libyan groups that support isis to 
gain strength. 

colonel Richard Kemp, 
who commanded the British 
occupation in afghanistan, said, 
“the kind of attacks that we saw 
in copenhagen and in Paris could 
easily happen here and probably 
will.” 

the Mi5 security service said 
that it’s “only a matter of time” 
before a similar attack takes place 
in Britain.

it’s true that Britain’s wars 
have made us less safe and have 
deepened the bitterness among 
millions of people. 

the wars produce and 
strengthen new enemies who 
are then used as justification to 
launch fresh wars.

it was the West’s sectarian 
policies and the smashing of iraqi 
society under the occupation that 
laid the ground for isis. 

the greatest threat we face is 
our own rulers. More imperialist 
war and islamophobia provide no 
solution—fighting our rulers does. 

benefits unDer attack
 THE toRiEs are attacking 

people on benefits in a 
vicious campaign to grab 

votes. their “welfare week” 
involved scapegoating one group 
after another.

David cameron pledged last 
Saturday to cut benefits for obese 
people, and addicts who “refuse” 
to change their lifestyle.

then on tuesday he said young 
people on benefits would have to 
do daily community work as well 
as looking for work. 

the tories had earlier trailed 

that they wanted to “get rid of that 
well-worn path from the school 
gate, down to the job centre, and 
on to a life on benefits”.

But the vast majority of benefit 
claims are for short periods—less 
than half of Jobseeker’s allowance 
claims are for more than 13 
weeks.  and less than 10 percent 
are for more than a year.

But facts don’t matter to the 
tories. their vindictive messages 
are meant to divide us and 
distract from the people who 
really rip us off. cameron’s real 

message is, “Don’t blame the chief 
executive evading millions in taxes. 
turn your hatred on the person 
next door who claims benefits.”

labour should savage such 
moves. instead its leaders accept 
most of what the tories say about 
benefits and come up with their 
own plan to force people into low 
paid work.

that’s why we need the 
greatest possible unity against the 
tory attacks. and it’s also why we 
support the trade Unionist and 
socialist coalition at the election. 

britain’s wars 
have deepened 
the bitterness 
among millions of 
people

‘‘ 

Demonstrators in Downpatrick
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The Arab revolutions 
will erupt once again
Four years after the fall of egyptian dictator Hosni 
Mubarak, how do the arab revolutions stand? 

This was the theme of a fascinating conference in London 
last weekend. It was organised by the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) Solidarity Network, the Egypt Solidarity 
Initiative and Bahrain Watch.

The current picture is grim, dominated by Isis’s activities in 
the Middle East and North Africa, and its imitators’ in Europe. 
And the state-led counter-revolution’s brutality is feeding the 
growth of the armed jihadi groups. 

The latest issue of the London Review of Books carries a 
terrifying report by Cairo-based writer Tom Stevenson. It 
documents the vast system of official and unofficial prisons 
into which opponents of the Egyptian dictator Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi disappear.

The speakers at the opening plenary—leading Arab Marxist 
academic Gilbert Achcar, Maryam al-Khawaja from Bahrain 
and revolutionary socialist Sameh Naguib from Egypt—all 
stressed the importance of taking a historical perspective. They 
stressed that the revolutions have to be understood as a long-
term process, in which there are advances and retreats.

Clearly we are now living in a moment of retreat. One of 
the challenges is unravelling the complexity of events as they 
unfold. The huge demonstrations against Egypt’s Muslim 
Brotherhood president Mohamed Mursi that swept Egypt on 
30 June 2013 are an example.

Coming against the background of a massive strike wave,  
30 June looked at the time as a continuation of the revolution. 
But it was also the launch pad for the counter-revolution. Days 
later the military removed Mursi and took power.

Movement
In retrospect, the extent to which el-Sisi state-managed  
30 June has become clearer. Vast numbers of the Egyptian 
middle classes took to the streets that day, rallying round 
the army and its promise to restore order. The revolutionary 
movement that emerged on 25 January 2011 was swamped.

This experience reinforces two ancient lessons. Social 
revolutions such as England in 1640, France in 1789, and 
Russia in 1917 represent the class struggle on the most intense 
scale. They are a clash of social forces in which the counter-
revolution as well as the revolution can mobilise a mass base.

Secondly, modern social revolutions—socialist 
revolutions—can only succeed as what Karl Marx called 
revolutions “against the state”. But Mursi sought political 
power through an alliance with the military. He thought he 
was using them, but it was they who used and discarded him.

As Gilbert noted, counter-revolution takes two forms 
in the Arab world today. One is the established regimes—
el-Sisi, the Gulf despots who bankroll him, Bashar al-Assad 
in Syria. The other is represented by the jihadi fighting 
organisations, most notably Jabhat al-Nusra Front in Syria, 
and Isis which now controls large swathes of  Iraq and Syria.

One fascinating workshop was devoted to this second 
form of counter-revolution. Joseph Daher from Syria and 
Sameh from Egypt stressed how the regimes have played 
on sectarianism—Muslims against Copts, Sunni against 
Shia Muslims—in order to fragment and weaken the 
revolutionary challenges they face.

This has created the context in which Isis has grown, though 
it would be a foolish mistake to portray it as a creature of 
Western imperialism or the regimes. Isis has exploited the 
chaos and suffering caused by the US-British invasion of Iraq 
and the Iraqi regime’s and Assad’s sectarian policies.

It builds on Al Qaida’s Salafi purist Sunni Islam. But it goes 
much further, building an army and now seeking to carve out 
its own territorial state amid the ruins of Syria and Iraq. 

And it uses a theatre of cruelty to both intimidate its 
enemies and to attract recruits. But the workshop was told 
about examples of resistance to Isis and about developing 
internal divisions over whether to continue expanding or to 
consolidate existing gains.

But the most important conclusion of the day was that 
the counter-revolution will not last. The original risings 
were the product of the enormous social and economic 
contradictions that developed because of neoliberal reforms 
being implemented in the region. 

These contradictions still exist and they will explode 
again. We must be ready for them.

anti-racists in Hackney, east London, hold a stand up to racism stall last saturday Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

Activists organise to beat 
back racists on 21 March
by ken olende 

caMpaigners around  
Britain are spreading the 
word about the stand up 
to racism demonstrations 
in London, cardiff and 
glasgow on saturday 21 
March.

The massive death toll 
of migrants crossing the 
Mediterranean Sea (see box)
highlights that many are flee-
ing horrific conditions. 

But this doesn’t stop the 
Tories’ and Ukip’s endless 
racist tirades. 

Ukip MEP Tim Aker said, 
“We have been a soft touch 
for far too long. Illegal 
migrants must be deported 
immediately.”

Blame
Migrants aren’t to blame for 
workers’ suffering in Britain.

The real culprits are the 
bankers and bosses who 
caused the global crisis. 

For the London demon-
stration, activists in Hackney, 
east London, leafleted shop-
pers last Saturday morning. 
They are also publicising a 
local mobilising meeting.

Eylem from the Refugee 
Workers Cultural Association, 
which works with Turkish 
and Kurdish people, took 
part. 

“Racism and fascism are 
on the rise all over Europe,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 
“Many people from Turkey 
and Kurdistan came here 

because they have been tor-
tured or raped.

“As migrants, we will not 
be silenced. We’re not just 
supporting, we’re taking 
part.”

Red Saunders, one of the 
founders of Rock Against 
Racism in 1976, was also 
there.

He said, “The atmosphere 
at the moment is different. I 
think this is a difficult period 
and I’m really worried about 
Ukip. 

“But we can stop them if 
we really mobilise and get 
people out there. We need to 

get youth and their energy.
“I’m involved in the cul-

tural side. I film people 
saying why they are standing 
up to racism and put it up on 
YouTube. 

“It was inspiring last week 
when I filmed a Unitarian 
minister and the imam in the 
mosque on the same day.” 

Divide
Kathryn Johnson, an activ-
ist from Hackney People’s 
Assembly and Sustainable 
Hackney, said, “Those at 
the top of society are trying 
to divide us by blaming 
migrants—they’re also going 
for benefits claimants and 
disabled people. 

“I see issues as part of the 
same problem. I think the 
economic system doesn’t 
work.”

Activists in Lewisham, 
south London, held a mobi-
lising meeting which around 
50 people attended—many of 
them students. 

Speakers included local 
Labour and Green Party par-
liamentary candidates Vicky 
Foxcroft and John Coughlin. 

Justice campaigner Marcia 
Rigg, sister of Sean Rigg who 
died in police custody, also 
spoke.

This was followed by a 
Love Music Hate Racism gig 
on Sunday to build support 
among wider layers of people. 
standuptoracism.org.uk 
For details of local Stand Up 
to Racism mobilising meetings 
turn to page 12

Mediterranean deaths
at Least 300 people 
died last week while 
attempting to cross 
the Mediterranean 
sea to italy. 

the refugees are 
desperate. one survivor 
said, “We know what fate 
we are going towards and 
the probability of dying. 
But it is a sacrifice we 
consciously make 
to have a future.”

the boats had 
set off from Libya, 
but most of the 
migrants came 
from other 
african 
countries.

some 

2,000 people have 
been rescued since 
this tragedy. 

italy ended full scale 
search and rescue 
operations last year 
after other european 
union members, 
including Britain, 
refused to fund them. 

British foreign 
minister Lady 
anelay claimed that 
saving lives only 
encouraged people 
to risk the journey.
around 3,500 

people died last 
year before 
the scheme 
was closed. 

activist Kathryn Johnson

Lady anelay

6 news Socialist Worker  21 February 2015



SNP slams ‘crude’ cuts— 
and slashes council jobs
by Raymie kieRnan

ScottiSh NatioNal Party 
(SNP) leader Nicola Sturgeon 
called on the labour Party 
to  abandon auster i ty  in  a 
speech in london last week. 
She also attacked the tory gov-
ernment’s “crude cuts”. 

The speech was about positioning 
the SNP for the expected horse-trad-
ing to form the next Westminster 
government.  

Both Labour and the Tories are 
predicted to fall short of winning a 
clear majority of seats in May’s gen-
eral election.

Polls consistently show the SNP 
on course to win a clear majority of 
seats in Scotland. The party contin-
ues to enjoy a huge surge in sup-
port since last year’s independence 
referendum.

Sturgeon was cultivating its anti-
austerity image.

Yet the SNP’s Edinburgh and 
Dundee city councillors don’t seem 
to be on message. 

With full control in Dundee 
and in coalition with Labour in 
Edinburgh, they rammed through 
huge cuts last week. 

The SNP hopes to pin the blame 
on the Tories or on Labour, whose 
leader Ed Miliband is less popular 
among Scots than David Cameron. 

Closure
In Dundee the SNP-led council is set 
to cut more than £33 million in the 
next few years.

The cuts include the closure of a 
local high school and cuts to pupil 
support and early years workers. 
Social care and youth services are 
also threatened.

In Edinburgh councillors voted 
for £67 million cuts over three years. 
This includes increased charges for 
home care and care homes, rais-
ing council house rents, big cuts in 
grants to the voluntary sector and 
the loss of 1,200 jobs. 

This shows that a vote for the 
SNP is not a vote against austerity.

The Unison union called a lunch-
time protests in Dundee. 

And more than 100 people pro-
tested in Edinburgh as tenants’ and 
anti-cuts groups joined trade union-
ists from the Unison, Unite and EIS 
unions.

Sturgeon made clear in her 
London speech that the SNP “believe 
that debt and the deficit should be 
reduced” but just “more gradually” 
than the Tories or Labour propose.

Instead of defending crucial 
jobs and services the SNP had a  
£444 million underspend last year—
some 40,000 local government jobs 
have gone under its watch. 

Services have been slashed so 
bare that there is now no meat left 
on the bone. 

The fight to build a real left 

alternative is more crucial in  
Scotland than ever. It must start 
now, not at the Scottish elections 
in 2016. 

The Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition is standing candidates to 
provide a voice to all those who 
want to reject austerity.

ProteSterS take on edinburgh council leaders over cuts last week              Picture:Josh Brown 

Teacher numbers decline
a row erupted earlier this 
month between the Scottish 
government and local councils. 

Deputy first minister John 
Swinney blamed councils for 
breaking an SNP pledge to 
protect teacher to student 
ratios. Swinney told councils 
to stop the decline in teacher 
numbers or face funding cuts. 

the Scottish councils’ 
umbrella body, cosla, 
demands the “flexibility” to 
cut education budgets. it is 
threatening legal action against 
the SNP government.

cosla justified its stance 
saying that there is no link 
between the number of 
teachers employed in schools 
and education standards.

the eiS teaching union 
hit back at cosla’s “spurious 

defence of their desire to slash 
teacher numbers”.

council education spending 
has fallen 5 percent in real 
terms between 2010/11 and 
2012/13 and over 4,000 
teachers have gone under the 
SNP. teacher to pupil ratios 
were protected in a 2011 
deal that cut teachers’ pay 
and £60 million of education 
funding. 

the SNP is under more 
pressure now because it failed 
to do anything about a further 
£15 million of cuts in two of 
the three years that followed.

teachers are furious about 
increasing workloads as a 
result of cuts. that anger 
cannot be contained forever 
and the eiS union leadership 
knows it.

Meet a 

candidate
Jon Woods 
Portsmouth 
North
The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
is standing parliamentary 
candidates across Britain in 
May’s general election.

Jon Woods is the 
parliamentary candidate for 
Portsmouth North. 

“I’m convenor of the local 
anti-cuts group,” said Jon. “I’m 
a social worker. I’ve been active 
politically since I supported the 
campaign against the alton Bill 
that tried to restrict abortion 
rights in 1988. 

“I’ve been involved in all the 
local campaigns from the North 
end anti poll tax union to Stop 
the War, and I am also president 
of Portsmouth trades council.”

he said, “My proudest 
moment as a trade unionist was 
probably being MC at the city’s 
demonstration during the  
30 November public sector 
strikes in 2011.”

Tory fire minister Penny 
Mordaunt is the sitting MP.

Jon said he knows how angry 
firefighters are at the cuts she is 
pushing through. 

he said, “I’ve supported 
picket lines at the two local 
fire stations at Cosham and 
Southsea.” 

Jon said that it is important 
to stand to give a socialist 
alternative, as “Labour doesn’t 
really provide any opposition. 

“The Labour group on the 
council helped the Tories pass 
their budget. 

“John Ferrett, the leader 
of the Labour group, is their 
parliamentary candidate.”

 “Before Mordaunt was 
elected in 2010 it was a Labour 
seat. They lost it because a 
lot of people couldn’t bring 
themselves to vote for them 
after years of betrayals.”

Jon said there are two 
reasons why he felt he had 
to stand. “First it’s vital that 
we stand up to the racist 
scapegoating. I’m clearly saying 
‘don’t blame migrants’. That’s 
on our banner whenever we 
have a stall.

“But beyond that, if the best 
we can ever expect is a Labour 
government 
under ed 
Miliband 
that’s 
pretty 
sad. I want 
people 
to have 
someone to 
vote for that 
they can 
believe 
in.”

figuRe it out

£444 million
 total underspend of SNP-led 

Scottish government last year

40,000
  Scottish local government 

jobs lost under SNP 
government

£33 million
  amount to be cut from SNP-led 

Dundee council over the 
next few years

Jon woods 
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Victory for 
anti-racists 
as Ukip loses 
council seat
Campaigning against the racist 
party pays off as Harlow candidate 
defeated, reports Sadie Robinson
Anti-rAcists in Harlow, Essex, 
are celebrating after Ukip lost a 
council seat. 

Ukip councillor Jerry Crawford 
resigned last year, prompting a by-
election in Harlow’s Mark Hall ward 
on Thursday of last week. Labour 
won the seat and pushed Ukip into 
second place.

Stand Up to Ukip activist Adam 
Cochrane told Socialist Worker, 
“We leafleted the whole ward in 
the run-up to the election—that’s 
3,000 doors.

“We found that people are livid 
with the mainstream parties and 
Ukip. On one door we found a sign 
reading, ‘No Ukip shit through my 
door’.

“We’ve had pensioners, trade 
unionists and councillors involved. 
People like that Stand Up to Ukip is 
made up of ordinary people while 
Farage is a posh boy.”

Adam said the result should 
encourage anti-Ukip campaigners 
everywhere. “They’ve got the media 
being soft on them and politicians 
pandering to them,” he said. 

“But we’ve got the power of ordi-
nary people and that can make a big 
difference.”

Popular
For all its rhetoric, Ukip may not be 
as popular as its leader Nigel Farage 
likes to make out. 

An Ipsos Mori poll last week put 
Ukip on 9 percent—the first time it 
had fallen below 10 percent since 
November 2013.

Stand Up to Ukip has called a 
national protest outside Ukip’s 
spring conference in Margate on 
Saturday 28 February. It also plans 
national days of action on the week-
end of 7-8 March and 11-12 April.

And anti-racists are organising in 
their local areas. 

Activists plan to leaflet London 
train stations where people com-
mute from Ukip target areas on  
26 March and 16 April.

Campaigners leafleted against 
Ukip in Heywood, Rochdale, last 
Saturday. They included local resi-
dents, students and newly elected 

Labour MP for Heywood and 
Middleton Liz McInnes. Activist 
Adam Rose told Socialist Worker, 
“There were some Ukip voters. But 
many people agreed that Ukip is a 
racist party and that immigrants are 
not to blame for austerity.”

Anti-racists launched a Stand 
Up to Ukip group in Chelmsford on 
Thursday of last week.

Jon Woollard said the launch 
meeting brought together socialists, 
trade unionists and local activists.

He added, “A day of action has 
been planned for 7 March. We will 
leaflet in the town centre and invite 
local people to get involved in the 
campaign to confront Ukip’s racist, 
anti-working class agenda.”

Meanwhile activists in Cambridge 
have had an “overwhelmingly posi-
tive” response. Activist Richard Rose 
described how Stand Up to Ukip has 
been “touring the Fenlands towns” 
that Ukip is targeting.

“In Ely this week the stall was run 
by Greens, Labour Party members, 
socialists, trade unionists and those 
from no organisation,” he said.

“Shoppers were eager to take 
posters, leaflets, badges and beer 
mats. Many said they were relieved 
to see us standing up to the divisive 
influence of Ukip.”

Protest against Ukip—Sat 28 Feb  
assemble 12 noon,  
outside Margate train station  
standuptoukip.org

back story
stand up to Ukip activists played 
a key role in the Harlow election
lThey leafleted the whole Mark 
Hall ward—3,000 homes
lAn Ipsos Mori poll last week 
put Ukip on 9 percent—the first 
time it had fallen below  
10 percent since November 2013
lActivists are planning a protest 
outside Ukip’s spring conference 
on 28 February 
lThere will also be days of 
action on 7-8 March and  
11-12 April

Cops complained about ‘drunken’ fans 
FoRmeR Police Federation 
secretary Paul middup has said 
fans’ behaviour helped cause the 
Hillsborough football disaster.

A total of 96 liverpool fans 
died as a result of the 1989 
disaster. middup gave evidence 
to fresh inquests into the deaths 
last week.

middup said he still believed 
that the behaviour of a “small 
minority” of fans was a 
“contributory cause” of the 
disaster.

He said officers complained 
about the “drunken behaviour 
of a minority of liverpool 
supporters” and claimed “a lot” 
of fans turned up late without 
tickets. 

He said that an officer 

working in the mortuary told 
him that fans had urinated on 
the dead. “i had no reason to 
believe that they weren’t telling 
the truth,” he said.

middup was asked about a 
meeting on 3 october 1989, 
following an interim report on 
the disaster by lord Justice 
Taylor. Tory mP michael Shersby 
attended it along with chief 
superintendents and chief 
inspector Norman Bettison.

The minutes show Shersby 
concluding that police officers 
feel “strongly” that the inquiry 
is “unsatisfactory”. His promise 
to “remedy it” was met with 
applause.

The inquests continue.
Longer online at socialistworker.co.uk

Putting planet before profit
New research 
underlines the risk 
of climate disaster 
unless there is radical 
change—adding 
extra urgency to next 
month’s Time To Act 
protest.

A new study of 
droughts in the US 
Great Plains and 
south west last week 
warned that climate 
change could bring 
the worst droughts 
in more than 1,000 

years. California is in 
its fourth year of an 
extended drought. 

Some 64 million 
people in the region 
have been affected by 
droughts since 2000. 

All over the world 
climate change 
is reshaping the 
environment.

Despite this the 
British government’s 
export credit agency 
has given £1.13 billion 
in financial support 

to the fossil fuel 
industry—compared 
to just £3.6 million for 
“green” projects.

Profits are 
constantly put before 
the planet. we need 
mass protests to force 
a change of direction.
Time to Act on climate 
change. Demo called by 
the Campaign Against 
Climate Change.  
Sat 7 March. Assemble 
12.30pm, Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, central London.
timetoact2015.org

lEAflEting AgAinst Ukip in Harlow, Essex Picture: AdAm cochrAne

Hillsborough memorial

TIME 
TO ACT 
Saturday 7 March
Assemble 12.30, Lincolns Inn 
Fields, London wC2A
 

Demonstration called 
by the Campaign Against 
Climate Change
 

Details at timetoact2015.org

on climate change
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Care cuts hurt 
older people
The laTesT Care UK 
report shows that money 
spent on social care for 
the elderly has fallen by 
£1.1 billion in the past  
five years despite a rise 
in demand.

Nearly a third of older 
people who need help 
carrying out essential 
activities do not receive 
assistance at all.

Cuts in social care 
impact on the most 
vulnerable. 

What sort of society 
allows older people to 
struggle alone every 
day without the care 
and support they most 
desperately need?

John Appleyard
West Yorkshire

Students for 
Palestine
KiNgsToN University 
student union’s recent 
annual general meeting 
passed two motions in 
solidarity with Palestine.

They call on the 
university to end its 
contracts with Veolia and 
hP, which have links with 
israel.

We have also actively 
implemented a Boycott, 
Divestment and sanctions 
campaign within the 
student union.

Kulsoom Mall
Kingston University

March to stop 
Pegida racists
The raCisT Pegida is 
marching in Newcastle 
on 28 February.

it seems the eDl may 
be using Pegida as a 
cover to draw in wider 
layers of support

We need to mobilise 
against this racist scum 
in large numbers to 
show them they’re not 
welcome in our cities.

Alice Clark
Newcaslte

Tragedy of 
migrant deaths
i’m DeePly saddened 
by the death of 
300 migrants in the 
mediterranean sea last 
week.

it’s getting tougher 
every day for people 
who escape torture and 
violence in developing 
countries. 

They are not 
welcomed or shown any 
support. 

i’ve been fighting my 
asylum case for four 
years and i’m still not 
safe.

Manjeet Kaur
Manchester

Toffs and Tories want to 
clean us out of Tottenham
I am a cleaner on a council estate 
that has been sold off.

most of the flats cost a million 
pounds or over. There is one tiny 
council block out of ten buildings, 
with many more being built. 

management seem to hate it 
and don’t look after it. They joke 
about it and the tenants. 

most cleaners resent cleaning 
the council block. It’s dirtier 
because the council only pays for 
two hours cleaning a day. In 
practice, its often cleaned half an 
hour a day.  

management say the tenants 
ruined the block, and that they are 
disgusting and dirty. Our team 
leader thinks they were given a 
“free house” and are lazy benefits 
cheats. I try and explain that they 

still have to pay rent.
Some cleaners refused to clean 

it, so now we all have to do it in 
rotation. It looks better now, so 
now they say “the residents are 
improving”.

The whole attitude from top to 
bottom is of resenting poor people 
on the estate. 

The council tenants don’t have 
access to the basement in case 
they steal the Ferraris and Rolls 
Royces left by rich owners.

One of the directors boasted at 
the Christmas staff party about 
how the area used to be terrible 
and dangerous, whereas now it is 
lovely. 

The shops are so expensive. For 
example, there is a cake shop 
where a small lemon cake that 

would cost £1.50 in a supermarket 
is £9.99. Even the local Tesco 
Express only sells posh food at 
expensive prices. 

most staff live over an hour 
away because it’s so expensive to 
rent.  

The affordable houses are 
unaffordable for me. You have to 
earn at least £24,000 a year to buy 
a £60,000 home. None on the 
estate are even as cheap as that.

The rich honestly think they are 
put upon for having to provide 
tiny amounts of much more 
cheaply built council and social 
housing. 

This is what it will be like when 
council homes are sold off in 
Tottenham.

Name and address provided

Remember 
Dresden
The 50Th anniversary of 
the death of Winston 
Churchill could not go 
unmarked. 

Last month a service of 
thanksgiving was held for 
him in Westminster Abbey.

The anniversary of the 
bombing of Dresden 
seventy years ago, on  
13 February 1945, will not 
get that treatment.

British and US planes 
created a fire storm in the 
residential sector of the 
city. Over 100,000 civilians 
were killed, very many 
burnt to death. 

The strategy was not to 
destroy Germany’s military, 
but to terrorise its civilian 
population.

John Lloyd
West London

Can science 
stop abuse?
NeUrOSCieNTiSTS are 
researching how antide-
pressants can be used to 
‘cure’ love—the chemical 
reactions in the brain 
triggered by new romantic 
relationships.

They think this could 
help women break out of 
abusive relationships. But 
this only deals with the 
symptoms, leaving the root 
cause untouched. 

Cases of domestic 
violence rise during 
recessions, as the material 
pressures of looking after 
yourself and those you live 
with are exacerbated. These 
often cause people to stay 
in unhappy relationships.

Any attempt to deal with 
domestic violence must 
begin with those material 
pressures, rather than 
ignoring or sidelining them.

Fran Manning
South West London

Was this the 
Irish Selma?
ThE aTTaCk on civil 
rights marchers in Selma 
(Socialist Worker, 7 
February) remind me of 
what happened on 
Burntollet Bridge in 
Ireland 1969.

a small crowd of 
protesters marching from 
Belfast to Derry were set 
upon by a couple of 
hundred pro-British thugs.

The marchers were 
demanding an end to a 
system that kept Catholics 
off the electoral roll and 

allocated public housing 
disproportionately to 
Protestants.

The attackers included 
members of the hated 
B-Specials, a police 
auxiliary force of  

anti-Catholic street thugs. 
They were armed with 
wooden planks with nails 
sticking out, iron bars and 
broken bottles.

Mike Killian
Manchester

Solidarity with our  
future robot comrades
i DiSAGree with Sally 
Campbell’s review of  
ex_Machina (Socialist 
Worker, 31 January). 

Class is very much part 
of the film. The main 
character’s boss tries to 
present himself as his 
“buddy”—despite the fact 
that this is clearly not the 
case. The way this plays out 
in relation to the artificial 
intelligence’s (Ai) 
enslavement is a powerful 
theme. 

But Sally is right when 

she says the film’s ending 
has nothing new to say 
about Ai. it ends with a 
reactionary view of 
liberation and solidarity.

Most Ai films end with 
robots and humans going to 
war, or going back to being 
exploited. The message is 
that revolution is dangerous.

if capitalism did create 
this sort of Ai, we would 
have to call for robots and 
workers to unite.

Tim Knight-Hughes
Norwich

Just a 
thought...

irish civil rights marchers at Burntollet Bridge in 1969
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rotherham 
cops linked 
to abuse 
scandal   

REvEalEd
We are told that the police failed to 
investigate child abuse in Rotherham 
because of ‘political correctness’. 
But here a victim of child sexual 
exploitation, a lawyer and an abuse 
expert tell Sadie Robinson about the 
links between abusers and the cops in 
the town 

P
olice refused to 
investigate child sex-
ual  explo i tat ion in 
rotherham because of 
their links with abusers, 
according to damning 

new revelations.
Professor Alexis Jay reported last 

year on child sexual exploitation 
(CSE) in the South Yorkshire town. 
She estimated that at least 1,400 chil-
dren had been abused over a 16 year 
period.

Right wing newspapers claimed 
police were too “politically correct” 
to pursue Asian abusers. 

But it seems there could be another 
explanation for the cops’ lack of 
action.

Jessica became a victim of CSE in 
Rotherham when she was just 14 (see 
right). 

She suffered sexual, physical and 
mental abuse for over two years—
and said police repeatedly refused to 
take any action.

Jessica told Socialist Worker, “A 
lot of police officers were corrupt and 
they were working for my abuser. I 
know that because of things I’d seen 
when I’d been with him.

“One time I went missing. I was 
with my abuser and an officer came 
in a marked car. He told him, ‘I’ve 
come to give you a heads up that 
there could be a warrant out for your 
arrest’.

“Another officer bought steroids 
from him. Once the police found me 
in bed with my abuser—but I was the 
one who got arrested.”

Supported
Jessica’s claims are supported by 
lawyer David Greenwood, who rep-
resents 38 women who suffered CSE 
in Rotherham.

David told Socialist Worker, “I 
think there are links between police 
and abusers. This is partly because 
of the statistics—huge numbers of 
victims, yet very few being taken 
seriously.

“There’s also some oblique evi-
dence from girls of fairly close links 
—such as that police and perpetrators 
have spent social time together.”

Reports by Dr Angie Heal in 2003 
and 2006 said those sexually exploit-
ing children were often connected 
with the illegal drugs trade. 

David said, “This is probably the 
most likely reason that police are too 
close to these criminals. It has to have 
money at its heart.

“It’s difficult to avoid the conclu-
sion that there was some kind of 
unofficial policy of not taking the 
abuse seriously within the police.”

David pointed to widespread anger 
among victims about how police 
treated them. 

“Most of the women I represent 
have complained about a poor police 
response,” he said.

“This ranges from police seeing 
girls in the back of men’s cars and 
taking no action to refusing to pursue 
complaints of serious sexual assault.

Refused
“Five girls I know have said they  
complained directly to police about 
serious sexual assault and that police 
either dissuaded them from pursuing 
the complaint or refused to acknowl-
edge it.

“Police inaction left abusers on the 
street to harm more girls.”

One officer has been referred to 
the Independent Police Complaints 
Commission over passing information 
about victims to abusers and having 
sex with a victim.

The group Parents Against Sexual 
Exploitation of Children (Pace) com-
plained to the Home Office in 2002 
about suspicions of links between 
police officers and abusers.

Fleur Strong from Pace told 
Socialist Worker, “The suspicions 
came directly from one of our work-
ers in Rotherham.

“Since that time more people have 
come forward, including victims, 
who have also said they suspect links 
between police and abusers.”

Adele Gladman worked for Pace 
and produced a report into abuse in 
Rotherham in 2002 which criticised 
the police and council. Police were 
furious with the report and it was 
never published.

Adele said a police officer 
approached her outside her office. 
“He and a colleague said words along 
the lines of ‘Wouldn’t it be a shame if 
these perpetrators found out where 
you and your family lived’,” she said.

“And I took that as a direct threat 
to my personal safety. The message 
was very clear.”

Fleur said that those trying to pro-
tect victims in Rotherham faced hos-
tility and that the Pace worker was 
“hounded out” of the town.

“We were never welcomed,” she 
said. “Individuals felt they were at 
personal risk—that they could be set 
up or compromised.

“It’s a very frightening situation to 
be in—and the people feared were 
meant to be on your side.”

The child abuse scandal in 
Rotherham unleashed a wave of 
racism. Newspapers blamed “Asian 
gangs”. 

But victims, abuse experts, and 
those working with abused children 
say the problem is much bigger—and 
it is not new.

David said, “Street exploitation is 
an important sector. But most abuse 
I encounter happens in families, 
with parents abusing children, or in 

Jessica’s story  
‘I remember the police  
officers calling me a slag’

I
t started for me when i 
was 14. i met the man who 
became my abuser at some 
shops when i was out with 
friends.

He was 24 and had 
just got out of prison. He was 
known to the police and social 
services, not just for grooming. 
He was involved in all sorts of 
crime.

Days after I met him my mum 
and dad reported the abuse to 
police and social services, but I 
wouldn’t make a statement. 

At the time I thought I was in 
love.

I got pregnant after about 
four or five months and had an 
abortion. I’d wanted to keep it 
but my abuser threatened me. 
He said he might go back to 
jail. Then he said all his friends 
would get me.

My parents ended up putting 
me into care. But social services 
arranged it so I could go out 
with him as long as I was back 
by 10pm. They thought he was 
charming.

At one point he tried to 
kill me and I was rushed to 
hospital. Social services were 
told that my life was in danger. 
Police kept saying there was no 
evidence of abuse.

I got pregnant again by 
my abuser when I was 15. 
Meanwhile he got locked up for 
a separate offence. 

My parents brought me 
home after I gave birth and I 
managed to get away from him 
for a while.

I remember police officers 
calling me a slag. I remember 
one saying, ‘I can’t wait to nail 
you’.

Hassan Ali, the officer who 
was killed last month, was one 
of the officers involved in my 
case. 

He was always in contact 
with my abuser.

Eventually I had to cut my 
ties and move. I’d got a court 
order to say that my abuser 
wasn’t allowed near me or he 
would be arrested.

He had someone sat outside 

my flat 24 hours a day. Police 
said they couldn’t do anything 
because I lived on a main road. 
It was excuse after excuse.

My abuser got cars smashed 
up and my sister was nearly run 
over. My mum, dad and nannan 
had to move.

I only realised about three 
years ago that I had been 
groomed. I’d thought he was my 
boyfriend who hit me and slept 
with other people. I thought 
that was normal. 

When I realised, I felt like my 
entire life had been a lie. 

I hit rock bottom and felt 
suicidal. I actually did try to 
end it. I don’t want anyone else 
to go through that.

The council needs to put 
things in place to support 
victims. 

And education about CSE 
needs to be mandatory. The 
more people who know what 
abuse is the better.

I want to remain positive. It’s 
hard but the more of us that 
stand up the more chance there 
is of getting justice.
Jessica’s name has been changed

institutions.”
Others point out that dominant 

attitudes in society, not those in one 
particular religious group, are the 
problem.

Fleur said, “This isn’t just a story 
of one town that has gone wrong. 
Rotherham is much more indica-
tive of an attitude that exists across 
Britain.

“Some young people are writ-
ten off before they’ve even gone to 
school. 

“It is seen as okay for some men to 
have sex with those girls because they 
‘weren’t going anywhere’.”

Fleur stressed that abuse cases are 
complex and often misunderstood. 
She said, “People think, ‘why do girls 
return to their abusers? They must 
have enjoyed it’.

“But victims suffer emotional 
trauma. 

“And sometimes they believe they 
or their families will be at greater risk 
if they don’t return.

“It’s still the case that responsibil-
ity for stopping the crime is being put 
on the victim. 

“I don’t think people understand 
the living hell that is CSE.”

Youth teams can play a key role in 
identifying young people at risk or 
suffering abuse, and providing prac-
tical support. 

But they are often the first thing to 
be cut when councils are told to get 
spending down.

Tackling abuse needs more 
resources, not less. But David said, 
“The short answer to whether vic-
tims in Rotherham have had support 
is no. The situation in Rotherham is 
still dire.”

“We need more specialist CSE 
teams,” said Fleur. “And children 
should be referred to them even 
if they are low-risk—before they 
become high-risk.

“There should also be more 
resources put into prevention. But it 
is much better for vote-winning to put 
money into fighting crime instead of 
preventing it.”

Child abuse isn’t 
just about 
Pakistani  
men abusing  
white girls

‘‘ 

Authorities failed the victims

 Zlakha ahmed is from 
apna haq, a charity that 
supports asian women and 
children suffering domestic 

violence in rotherham.
She told Socialist Worker, 

“We have been supporting Asian 
women for 21 years now. And 
a number of them have come 
forward to say they were groomed 
and sexually exploited as children 
by Asian and white men.

“It isn’t the case that child 
abuse is only about Pakistani 
men abusing white girls. 

“I think this is about 
Islamophobia. People talk 
about the problem being 
Pakistani men and then this 
becomes Muslim men. 

“It is said that they abuse 
white girls because they 
respect ‘their own’ girls.

“This is dangerous. It makes 
it harder for Asian victims 
to come forward. And it has 
allowed groups such as the racist 
English Defence League (EDL) 
to jump on the bandwagon.” 

Rotherham trades council 
backed a statement earlier 

this month in response to 
the new Casey report and the 
resignation of the council.

It condemned the authorities for 
failing victims. It also expressed 
“concern and opposition” to 
Tory minister Eric Pickles’ 
imposition of commissioners.

The statement called for all 
perpetrators to be prosecuted 
and for those in authority 
who blocked investigations 
to be brought to justice.

Local campaigners plan 
a public meeting on 27 
February and a unity event in 
the town on 28 February.

Very few  
victims were  
taken  
seriously by  
the police

‘‘ 
Zlakha ahmed lawyer david Greenwood

 Jessica overlooking rotherham 

Jessica as a schoolgirl
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What WE 
staNd fOr
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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cONtact 
thE sWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SocialiSt Worker 
branch meetings

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

aberdeen
Why we sell Socialist 
Worker—the role of the 
revolutionary paper
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB10 1JG
barnSley
How can we stand 
up to Ukip?
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
birmingHam: city centre
do we need system change 
to stop climate change?
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm,
Priory Rooms, 
Quaker Meeting House, 
40 Bull St, B4 6AF
bolton
50 years after his 
assassination—the 
legacy of malcolm X
Wed 4 Mar, 6.30pm,
Bolton Socialist Club,  
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
bradford
How radical are the greens?
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm,
Equity Centre,
Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU
brigHton
How can we stand 
up to Ukip?
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
briStol: nortH
50 years after his 
assassination— 
malcolm X and the fight 
for black liberation
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm,
The Canteen, 5th Floor, 
Hamilton House, 
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
briStol: SoUtH
rich versus poor—the 
british economy today
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
YHA, Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
cambridge
the marketisation 
of education
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St, 
CB1 1DG
cardiff
How radical are the greens? 
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX
cHelmSford
the roots of racism
Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, 
CM1 2QL
cHeSterfield
the role of the 
revolutionary paper
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm,
Market Halls,
Market Place, S40 1PB
colcHeSter
the Shock doctrine—the 
rise of disaster capitalism
Tue 24 Feb, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, 
CO2 7ET
derby
can the labour Party win 
the general election?
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm,
West End Community 
Centre, Mackworth Rd 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
DE22 3BL
dUdley
Page three and sexism today
Wed 25 Feb, 8pm,
The What Centre,  
23 Coventry St, Stourbridge 
(town centre),  
DY8 1EP

dUndee
Why the working class is the 
gravedigger of capitalism
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
edinbUrgH
is the british economy 
recovering?
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL
eSSeX
the bloody history of 
british imperialism
Thu 5 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford, 
CM1 2QL
eXeter
do we need system change 
to stop climate change?
Thu 5 Mar, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW
glaSgoW: SoUtH
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to lgbt liberation
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HarloW
from coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Thu 5 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys, 
CM18 6BX
HUdderSfield
the myths of Zionism
Wed 25 Feb, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House, 
2 New North Parade  
(near both train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
iPSWicH
can socialism come 
through parliament?
Tue 3 Mar, 7pm,
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St, 
IP1 1TF
KirKcaldy
Syriza, the greek 
elections and the fight 
against austerity
Mon 9 Mar, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s Pub,
297 High St, 
KY1 1JL

lancaSter
from civil rights to 
ferguson—the legacy 
of martin luther King 
and malcolm X
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House
Meeting House Lane, 
LA1 1TX
leedS: city centre
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to lgbt liberation
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm,
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse 
Sq, LS3 1AD
liverPool
reform or revolution?
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm,
Brink Cafe,
21 Parr St (near Concert 
Square), L1 4JN
london: briXton
are Syriza and Podemos 
the future for the left?
Wed 4 Mar, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd (near 
Effra Rd, facing Windrush 
Square), SW2 1EP
london: ealing
do we need system change 
to stop climate change?
Wed 4 Mar, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery, 
185 High St, Acton, W3 9DJ    
london: HacKney
is the media all powerful?
Thu 5 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
london: HornSey 
and Wood green
How did Hitler 
come to power?
Wed 4 Mar, 7.45pm,
West Indian Cultural 
Centre, 9 Clarendon Rd, 
Haringey, N8 0DD
london: iSlington
Sexism and the system
Thu 5 Mar, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station,  
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
london: KingSton
How radical is the 
green Party?
Wed 4 Mar, 7pm,
Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT

london: leWiSHam
do we need system change 
to stop climate change?
Wed 4 Mar, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station), 
SE10 8JA
london: neWHam
marxism and religion
Wed 4 Mar, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park), 
E15 1HP
london: SoUtHWarK
How do we fight 
racism and Ukip?
Thu 5 Mar, 7pm,
Snug Room, The Grand Union,
26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE5 8RE
london: tottenHam
How radical are the greens?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd, 
N17 9JB
london: toWer HamletS
from civil rights to 
ferguson—the legacy 
of martin luther King 
and malcolm X
Wed 4 Mar, 7pm,
Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E2 6HG
london: WaltHam foreSt
How radical are the greens?
Wed 4 Mar, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU
lUton
Syriza, the greek 
elections and the fight 
against austerity
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm,
Stockwood Hotel, 41-43 
Stockwood Crescent (enter via 
the car park on London Rd), 
LU1 3SS
mancHeSter: city centre
How did Hitler and the 
nazis come to power?
Thu 5 Mar, 7pm,
Friends Meeting 
House, 6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS

mancHeSter: cHorlton
international Women’s 
day—how will we 
win liberation?
Wed 4 Mar, 7pm,
Proof bar, 30 Manchester Rd, 
M21 9PH
mancHeSter: longSigHt 
and levenSHUlme
50 years after malcolm X
Wed 4 Mar, 7.30pm,
Food Factory, 
884 Stockport Rd (next to 
Immigration Law Centre), 
Longsight, M19 3BN
neWcaStle
How radical are the greens?
Thu 26 Feb, 7pm,
The Labour Club,  
11 Leazes Park Rd, 
NE1 4PF
norWicH
What do socialists say about 
parliamentary elections?
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, Johnson 
Place, NR2 2SA
nottingHam
Ukraine and the West—
imperialism today
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
International 
Community Centre, 
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN
oXford
the crisis in Ukraine
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd), 
OX4 1YH
PortSmoUtH
Why we oppose fracking
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY
SHeffield
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to lgbt liberation
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm,
Central United 
Reformed Church, 
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
SoUtHamPton
Syriza, the greek 
elections and the fight 
against austerity
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
High Street Cafe, 
153 High St, 
SO14 2BT

SWanSea
How radical are Plaid 
cymru and the SnP?
Thu 26 Feb, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WolverHamPton 
and WalSall
indian Summers—
the bloody history of 
empire in india
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, King St, WV1 1ST
yorK
What does the green 
Party stand for?
Wed 25 Feb, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel,  
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MoveMent  
eventS

london
Syriza and socialist strategy
with Stathis Kouvelakis 
(Syriza Central Committee) 
and Alex Callinicos (editor 
of International Socialism)
Wed 25 Feb, 7pm, 
Peel Centre, Percy Circus, 
King’s Cross, WC1X 9EY
Hosted by International 
Socialism. Visit: isj.org.uk
Pride, politics and protest
Film and discussion with Gethin 
Roberts and Nicola Field. They 
will show a short video about 
the links forged between miners 
in South Wales and LGBT 
people. 
Fri 27 Feb, 6.30pm,
Bookmarks Bookshop,  
1 Bloomsbury St, WC1B 3QE. 
Admission £2. 
Hosted by Bookmarks 
bookshop. 
Reserve your place by phoning 
020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

london: HacKney
With Diane Abbott MP, Maz 
Saleem and Jo Cardwell.
Tue 3 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel, 
Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU.
Sponsored by Hackney NUT

london: tottenHam
Wed 4 Mar, 7.30pm,
Day-Mer Centre’s  
Tottenham Hall,  
22 Moorfield Rd, N1 6PY

london: 
WeStboUrne ParK
Wed 4 Mar, 7.30pm,
Paddington Arts Centre,  
32 Woodfield Rd, W9 2BE

mancHeSter
Wed 25 Feb, 6.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS

SHeffield
Tue 3 Mar, 7pm,
Central United  
Reform Church,  
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB

protest on saturday 21 march l standuptoracism.org.uk

Stand up to Racism
public meetings
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music
hoW big hoW blue hoW 
beautiful 
Florence and the Machine 
Out now
 
indie band Florence and 
the Machine are making 
a comeback with their 
upcoming third studio album. 

it will be released later 
this year, but fans got an 
unexpected preview with the 
release of an album trailer, 

How big How blue How 
beautiful. 

its instrumentals are both 
powerful and minimalist, 
which gives it its live sound. 

See the trailer online at 
bit.ly/1M9CF79

Joanne RobeRtSon
black Moon days  
Feeding Tube Records 
Out now

blaCk MOOn days is artist 
Joanne Robertson’s second 
lP. The album is a haunting 
mix of soft vocals and 
acoustic and electronic sound. 

live events 
D’angelo
eventim apollo Hammersmith 
london W6 9QH. 
20 and 21 February 
Tickets from £36
 
SOul aRTiST d’angelo hadn’t 
released a record for 14 
years until the police killings 
of Michael brown and eric 
Garner inspired him to release 
black Messiah last year.

He’s playing two dates 
in london as part of his 
european tour. 

radio
a noRtheRn Soul
bbC Radio 4 
2.15pm on Wednesday  
18 February

MaRk iS a middle class 
teenager who’s just landed 
his first job in a car factory. 

after meeting car worker 
Jerry he gets hooked on 
northern Soul music. 

but 35 years later, Mark’s a 
journalist and interviews Jerry 
about the end of the scene. 

Jerry recalls a time of 
union power and working 
class freedoms confronted by 
the rise of the political right. 

but old scores about class, 
music and identity quickly 
resurface. 

A vacuous film—that also 
pushes dangerous ideas 
For a film that’s supposed to be ‘ground breaking’, Fifty Shades of Grey relies on 
cliches and amounts to a string of awkward sex scenes, writes Sarah Bates 
Director Samantha taylor 
Johnson’s adaptation of Fifty Shades 
of Grey revolves around a BDSm 
relationship between university 
student anastasia Steele (Dakota 
Johnson) and billionaire bachelor 
christian Grey (Jamie Dornan). 

But besides that, it has no discern-
ible plot. The film follows the pair’s 
burgeoning relationship, as Grey 
“woos” Steele through a mix of stalk-
ing, manipulation and coercion. 

Johnson tries her hardest to 
breathe life into the vapid dialogue 
and poor characterisation. And 
while Dornan’s Grey is supposed to 
be detached but desirable, he simply 
comes across as slightly unsettled. 

The film amounts to nothing more 
than a string of awkward sex scenes 
and tedious arguments. 

Steele completely lacks any kind 
of characterisation that would make 
her likeable—or even a fully rounded 
human being.  

boring
Meanwhile Grey, the supposed object 
of the audience’s affection, is distant, 
boring and often cruel.  

Their relationship is totally unequal. 
As the richer, more experienced man, 
he plies her with expensive gifts and 
also calls all the shots. 

Watching this possessive behaviour 
unfold, it’s difficult to distinguish this 
romance from an abusive relationship. 

If it hadn’t been for the BDSM, Fifty 
Shades of Grey would probably have 
remained an obscure self-published 
novel.

And the main characters’ rela-
tionship is not healthy on any level. 
That’s not because of the nature of the 
sex, but because Steele is repeatedly 
coerced into performing sexual acts 
she’s uncomfortable with. 

The film is an incredibly poor depic-
tion of any kind of healthy relation-
ship, let alone one where consent 
and communication are paramountly 
important. 

But its worst aspect is its general 
depiction of sexuality. Steele has 
absolutely no autonomy and heeds to 
Grey’s every request. 

This is taken to ridiculous levels, 
as he drafts a contract determining 
almost every aspect of her life. 

For a film that’s “ground breaking”, 
it’s filled with cliche after cliche. The 
most dynamic part was the audience 
reaction, as the trite dialogue was 
unintentionally hilarious. 

But it does nothing to challenge 
ideas about sex and sexuality, and 
perpetrates dangerous ideas about 
relationships.
Fifty Shades of Grey 
universal 
Out now 

Lead singer Florence Welch 

An antidote to pro-war blockbusters 
theatre 
gRounDeD
by George brant 
The current leg of the tour ended on 
19 February but new dates will be 
announced soon. 
Go to bit.ly/1vitFaY

If you’re looking for an 
antidote to last month’s 
sickening pro-war propaganda 
blockbuster American Sniper, 
you could do worse than the play 
Grounded. 

Actor Lucy ellinson brilliantly 
plays a nameless combat pilot 
in playwright George Brant’s 

gripping monologue. 
ellinson’s character is a “top 

gun” f16 fighter pilot in the uS 
Air force. 

But her career is ended when 
she falls pregnant. Now she sits 
in an air-conditioned trailer in 
Las Vegas flying remote control 
drones above the Middle east. 

ellinson’s character struggles 
through surreal 12-hour shifts, 
bombing the region while far from 
the battlefield during the day and 
then being a wife and mother  
at night. 

Brant’s play captures the 
intensity, confusion and despair 
of the pilot’s existence.

It effectively transitions 
from the adrenaline-pumping 
atmosphere of a physical war 
zone to a digitised, joystick-
operated desk job.

But this raises perplexing 
moral and ethical questions in 
the play of rights and wrongs 
and life and death. 

The play shows drone 
operating as a detached and 
twisted form of computer 
gaming. 

It confronts modern warfare’s 
brutality and horror in an honest 
and thought-provoking manner. 
A must see.
Ruairi O’Neill

Lucy eLLinSon plays a nameless combat pilot in Grounded

War and art
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N
i n e  d a y s 
be fore  h i s 
assassination 
black leader 
Ma lco lm X 
made a soli-

darity visit to Smethwick 
in the West Midlands. 

Smethwick had become 
notorious in 1964 for a 
vicious and racist general 
election campaign.

Malcolm X represented 
a different sort of politics, 
demanding active resistance 
to racism. 

In February 1965 he was 
in Britain to speak at the 
London School of Economics. 

The Indian Workers 
Association (IWA) decided 
to invite him to speak at 
Birmingham university and 
visit Smethwick.

He told the media, “I am 
disturbed by reports coloured 
people are being treated 
badly. I have heard they are 
being treated as Jews were 
under Hitler.”

The local paper called him 
“an unexpected and largely 
unwelcome guest”. The BBC 
sent a camera crew to follow 
him around but the footage 
was never broadcast.

During the election cam-
paign supporters of Tory candi-
date Peter Griffiths chanted, “If 
you want a nigger for a neigh-
bour, vote Labour.” Griffiths 
refused to distance himself from 
the slogan. 

Labour won the general 
election. But in Smethwick sit-
ting Labour MP Patrick Gordon 
Walker lost, throwing the party 
into a panic over immigration. 

At the count Tory supporters 
jeered at the defeated Labour 
candidate, “Where are your nig-
gers now?” 

The racist onslaught contin-
ued as Marshall Street became 
the front line. 

The Tory council supported 
a demand from white racists 
to buy any house that was put 
up for sale to stop non-whites 
moving in. 

This continued until even-
tually the Ministry of Housing 
banned it long after Malcolm’s 
visit.

Malcolm’s visit was the only 
time he mixed with working 
class black people in Britain. 

Malcolm said, “I was in 
Birmingham, Alabama, the 
other day. This will give me a 
chance to see if Birmingham, 
England, is any different.”

Avtar Singh Jouhl, then secre-
tary of the IWA, said, “Malcolm 
came on 12 February. His visit 
was a game changer.”

Rather than stand up to 
racism, Gordon Walker had put 
out a leaflet saying that most 
immigration had happened 
under the Tories. 

“The IWA wanted to confront 
Griffiths during the 1964 elec-
tion,” Avtar said. “But Gordon 
Walker would not allow it. 

“We campaigned for him but 
he insisted on sweeping the 
racism issue under the carpet. 
That resulted in his defeat.”

The issue of “colour bars” 
remained ,  where  pubs , 

workplaces or landlords would 
exclude non-whites, or give 
them a worse service.

“There was even a colour bar 
in the Labour club,” Avtar said. 
“Gordon Walker had his office 
there when he was MP. 

“We asked him to move 
it because of the bar but he 
wouldn’t—it was still there after 
the 1964 election.”

A v t a r  w a l k e d  r o u n d 
Smethwick with Malcolm, “But 
Malcolm wanted to walk on 
Marshall Street alone.

“Malcolm told us he was dis-
gusted by what he had seen. 
He said it was worse than some 
parts of the US.”

Avtar said that it was fascinat-
ing to talk to him after he had 
visited Africa. 

“He had been with the Nation 
of Islam, but he was moving from 
that towards Marxist ideology.

“He said he was travelling to 
get more information and more 
education on the structure of 
how imperialism works. There 
was a big revolution going on 

inside himself. 
“He was challenging all 

racism. He was not just inter-
ested in African Caribbean 
people. 

“If that was true, he wouldn’t 
have come to Smethwick, where 
the focus was almost all on 
Asians.”

After looking at Marshall 
Street the IWA took Malcolm to 
see the colour bar in local pubs. 

Avtar said, “He told us he was 
shocked that an open colour bar 
existed in Britain. By that time it 
was not legal in the US.”

Avtar talked about the experi-
ence of living in such a divided 
society, “I had air rifle shots fired 
through my window at home. 

“A white gang beat up my 
brother by the canal and threw 
him in.

“Only one barber in Smethwick 
would cut our hair. He was an 
Italian. It was packed with all 
the Indians, Pakistanis and West 
Indians on a Saturday morning.

“Most people worked in the 
foundry. The better paid jobs 
were whites only.

“The IWA was in the fore-
front of organising in the trade 
unions. Most of the factories 
weren’t unionised.

“I started work as a mould-
er’s mate. It was heavy, dirty 
work. I did 85 percent of the 
work, while the moulder did 
15 percent. But he got paid 

twice as much.”

T
he iWA set out to 
unionise. “At first 
no whites would 
join. But the union 
became a force 
in factory after 

factory. We won benefits. 
eventually people joined.”

Malcolm’s visit helped change 
the atmosphere for people resist-
ing racism around Smethwick. 
It was people gaining the confi-
dence to fight back that started 
to shift things nationally. 

The Labour government 
passed the first Race Relations 
Act in 1965—which outlawed 
discrimination in public places 
such as pubs. 

“But a lot of the racism 
remained,” Avtar said. “So land-
lords wouldn’t openly refuse to 
serve you, but they’d say there 
was a private party on. 

“We challenged it by going 
round with white students. They 
would go in and get served. 

“Then we’d follow and be told 
there was a private party. We 
exposed what they were doing.”

By the 1966 election, anti-rac-
ist work on the ground affected 
the Labour Party. 

Labour candidate Andrew 
Faulds confronted Griffiths over 
racism and he won the seat 
back. 

It was only nine days after 
Malcolm’s visit to Smethwick 
that they heard he had been 
assassinated in New York City.

“We were in shock. I still get 
emotional when I think about 
it,” Avtar said. 

Malcolm’s policy to confront 
racism remains an inspiration.

Avtar said, “He reminded us 
that without struggle change 
can’t come.”

WheN We 
iNviTed 
malcolm

Avtar Singh Jouhl invited Malcolm X to Smethwick days 
before his assassination fifty years ago. He spoke to Ken 
Olende about the visit’s impact on the fight against racism

Labour insisted 
we sweep 
racism under 
the carpet—the 
result was defeat

‘‘ 
Avtar Singh Jouhl

read more
 

The Los Angeles 
Times reports 
Malcolm’s killing 
(above) and a 
black power badge

Black Power leader came to 
see capitalism as the problem

Remembering the inspiration brought by Malcolm X’s visit to Smethwick

 m ALcoLM X is 
the leader most 
associated with the 
birth of the Black 

Power movement in the US. 
He became famous for 

saying black people had to 
fight racism “by any means 
necessary” and criticising the 
passive moderation of the 
Civil Rights movement.

He was born as Malcolm 
Little in Omaha, Nebraska. 

He grew up in a state 
where black people were 
supposedly equal before the 
law, but still faced massive 
discrimination. 

Frustrated by the racist 
barriers in his way Malcolm 
drifted into petty crime and 
was imprisoned. 

Here he joined the Nation 
of Islam, also known as the 
Black Muslims. 

This religious sect—
unconnected with 
mainstream Islam—fostered 
a fierce black pride. 

It also argued that whites 
were the problem and could 
not be part of a solution to 
racism. 

He liked its 
confrontational style and 
the way it called on all black 
people to unite and take on 
racism. 

He changed his name 
to Malcolm X—the “x” 
representing his lost African 
name.

He soon became a 

national political figure. 
But it annoyed him that 

for all the Nation’s radical 
talk it rarely engaged in 
anti-racist struggle with the 
wider movement. 

Malcolm broke with the 
Nation of Islam in March 
1964 and was assassinated 
a year later on 21 February 
1965. 

His ideas developed 
drastically in the year 
between.

In the US he attempted 
to build two new 
organisations, first 
the Muslim Mosque 
Incorporated then the non-
religious Organisation of 
Afro-American Unity. 

Half of the year was spent 
travelling. For him the most 
important trip was to Mecca 
where he converted to Sunni 
Islam. 

He saw that Islam was not 
racially exclusive. 

He visited world leaders 
ranging from radicals like 
Julius Nyerere in newly 
independent Tanzania to 
Prince Faisal in Saudi Arabia.

He came to see 
capitalism and imperialism 
as the main problems in the 
world. 

He added, “You can’t 
operate a capitalistic system 
unless you are vulturistic—
you have to suck someone 
else’s blood to be a 
capitalist.”

lMalcolm X—A life of 
Reinvention
by Manning Marable, £14.99
lSay it Loud—Marxism  
and the Fight Against the 
Racism
edited by Brian Richardson, 
£7.50
lThe Last Year of Malcolm X
by George Breitman, £9.97

lThe Autobiography of 
Malcolm X 
written by Alex Haley, £9.99

Available at Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. Phone 
020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

MALcoLM X in Smethwick, West Midlands in 1965

eyewitness 
south africa

Ruling ANC uses violence  
to silence opposition

Activist and filmmaker 
Anita Khana writes 
from Johannesburg as 
the ANC turns on its 
radical opponents

IMAGINE over 20 riot police 
storming into parliament 
and forcibly removing 
members of the opposition. 

That’s what happened 
in the South African 
national assembly on 
Thursday of last week at 
the opening of parliament.

MPs from Julius Malema’s 
Economic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF) were violently ejected 
for asking a question 
about corruption during 
president Jacob Zuma’s 
state of the nation speech.

 Seven MPs were injured 
as members of the ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC) clapped and jeered.

Zuma resumed his 
speech with a giggle—and 
avoided all the key issues.

 He did not mention 
the xenophobic attacks on 
black non-South Africans. 

Or the appalling 
joblessness of our youth, the 
enduring low wages of black 
workers, or the homelessness 
of hundreds of thousands. 

democracy
Nor did he mention the 
Marikana massacre, or the 
£14 million stolen from 
state funds for his private 
residence in Nkandla—
two issues that the EFF is 
keen to get answers on.

The move to silence the 
EFF was premeditated. 

Zuma spent the best part of 
2014 ducking parliament in 
order to avoid embarrassing 
direct questions from the 
EFF that have exposed the 
ANC’s lack of regard for 
democratic processes. 

For the opening of 
parliament, Cape Town 
was turned into a military 
zone, with heavily armed 
police vehicles and snipers 
lining key roadways. 

The EFF, formed in 2013, 
is the most significant 
left split from the ANC 
since 1994 and a product 
of the crisis of enduring 
inequality in South Africa. 

The EFF’s president 
Malema, once leader of 

the ANC Youth League, 
was the only politician to 
visit Marikana immediately 
after the 2012 massacre 
and to openly support the 
mineworkers’ struggle 
for a living wage. 

The party’s demand for 
“economic freedom in our 
lifetime”, and commitment 
to nationalisation of mines, 
and land redistribution 
without compensation has 
resonated with many young 
black South Africans. 

In recent months EFF 
local structures have actively 
organised and supported land 
occupations and the building 
of shacks, which have seen 

violent clashes with police. 
In the 2014 election the 

EFF won 6 percent of the 
national vote and 25 MPs. 

Its uncompromising stance 
in the national parliament 
regarding state corruption, 
parliamentary rules and 
its insistence that MPs 
wear workers’ uniforms is 
seeing its popularity rise.

The newly formed United 
Front (UF), initiated by 
the National Union of 
Metalworkers (Numsa), 
has called for a national 
day of action on 21 March, 
against police brutality and 
the EFF will support it. 

Both the EFF and the UF 
represent those who see the 
need for strong organisation 
that represents the interests of 
the poor and oppressed, and 
is independent of the ANC. 

leadership
But the EFF and UF’s 
inability to come together 
at leadership level is 
weakening the potential 
for a mass fightback. 

However in the townships, 
workplaces and informal 
settlements, EFF members 
and UF supporters often 
find themselves thrown 
together as they take 
on local demands. 

The rapidity at which 
democracy is breaking down 
demands a speedy unity. 

The 21 March day of action 
provides an opportunity for 
this unity to be visible. 

In January Zuma told 
business leaders at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos 
that South Africa is open for 
business—this means more 
attacks on the working class.

back story
Anger grows in South 
Africa at the lack of change
lThe ruling African 
National Congress is being 
challenged politically
lMilitant protest by the 
Economic Freedom Fighters 
has won support
lThe most left wing unions 
and community groups 
have formed a United Front

In Cape Town 
police deployed 
heavily armed 
vehicles and 
snipers 

‘‘ 

SecURiTY FoRceS (in white) attacked eFF MPs (in red)
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by Dave Sewell 

Resistance to the destruction 
of London’s council and social 
housing is picking up.

tenants facing eviction are 
fighting back in the run-up to 
tory mayor Boris Johnson’s 
budget on Monday of next week. 

in Brixton, south London, 
residents of the Guinness trust 
estate occupied an empty flat 
with the help of housing activists 
on sunday of last week. 

they all face eviction by april to 
make way for “redevelopment”.

Betty has lived there for ten 
years. she told socialist Worker, 
“My children go to school here, 
but they want everyone out. they 
are ripping us apart. it’s absolutely 
disgusting.”

initially landlords Guinness 
claimed they had no obligation to 
help anyone find new homes. after 
years of campaigning they are 
now trying to rehouse people—but 
outside London.

“What’s happening is 
gentrification, it’s social cleansing,” 
said Betty.

“they know we won’t be able to 
afford the lovely new flats they’re 
building. they’re just getting rid 

of all the working class people to 
bring in the rich.”

occupiers protested outside 
Guinness’ office on Monday of this 
week, and were set to resist the 
first of the “phase two” evictions 
this thursday.

Betty said, “We are going to 
resist eviction. 

We’ll be outside, and we want 

people to join us. the more of us 
the better—united we can win.”

it was a similar story in Barnet, 
north west London. 

supporters assembled on the 
sweets Way estate on Monday and 
tuesday of this week to stop the 
latest in a series of evictions.

campaigner Janett evans told 
socialist Worker, “We’ve already 

had three families evicted in a 
week. it’s just disgusting.

“one was offered somewhere 
three bus journeys away from 
where their children go to school. 

“another was sent to Watford—
and when they turned that down 
it was just ‘oK then, off you go’. 
they have nowhere to go.”

sweets Way is a former army 

estate. Landlord the notting Hill 
Housing trust wants to redevelop 
it. some residents are being sent 
as far as Birmingham.

Labour councillor amy 
trevethan told socialist Worker, 
“What’s happening to social 
housing tenants in London is just 
awful. 

“they are being shipped out to 
make room for luxury new-builds 
that may be snapped up by buyers 
who leave them empty.”

council estates around London 
also face demolition. there is 
resistance here too. 

an ongoing occupation on the 
aylesbury estate in southwark was 
in court on Monday of this week. 

southwark Defend council 
Housing has called a protest on 
sat 14 March. this is just one of 
many estate-based campaigns 
around London. a number of them 
held “We love council housing” 
events on saturday of last week.

and more than 100 protesters 
staged a mock eviction outside 
an awards dinner for bailiffs on 
Wednesday of last week.
Block the budget protest  
Mon 23 Feb Assemble from 9am in 
front of City Hall, London SE1. For 
details of the Brixton protest go to 
guinnessoccupation.wordpress.com
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Tenants fight back against evictions

Marching for homes in London earlier this month Picture: Guy Smallman
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The state creates vicious 
drama of benefits raids 
Dave Sewell examines how the government’s use of benefit raids and 
sanctions is aimed at turning people against the most vulnerable 
council officers in croydon,  
west london, joined police in riot 
gear for a dawn raid on Tuesday of 
last week. it was directed against 
people accused of claiming slightly 
more benefits than the state says 
they are allowed to. 

The cops had an embedded 
journalist and photographer in tow. 

 The target was not some wide-
spread conspiracy of criminal villains. 
Instead, it was two people who might 
have lied about their relationship.  

With no apparent shame, council 
investigations officer Gail Campbell 
said, “We expect to see Mr has spent 
the night in the same bed as Mrs. We 
don’t expect to find he’s slept on the 
sofa.”

The couple were accused of pre-
tending to split up in order to get 
more child benefit in the woman’s 
name, since the man was working.

Cost
One local Disabled People Against 
Cuts activist said, “We should 
be ashamed that this is not only 
allowed to happen but is celebrated 
as a twisted version of Con-Dem 
‘fairness’. 

“A narrative of benefit ‘scroungers’ 
distracts from the real problems in 
society—which are the fat cats and 
the Eton boys.” 

The generally tiny amounts of 
benefit fraud that go on are usually 
one way of responding to life on the 
increasingly harsh welfare regime.  

In the longest recession in more than 
a century, there aren’t many others. 

Suicide and shoplifting were two 
others highlighted in a blistering 
letter to MPs by two churches last 
month.

On the rare occasions when they 
are caught, wealthy tax evaders are  
frequently invited to pay what they 
owe and are then allowed to go their 
way. 

If you are judged to have fiddled 
your benefits you can expect to hear 
the crash of the front door followed 
by a hefty fine or prison.

Having terrorised and publicly 
humiliated one family, the squad 
moved to a second home to find out 
if a woman aged 65 still shared a bed 
with her 70 year old husband.

Snoopers
Cops later claimed to have targeted 
the raids over allegations of drug use 
and anti-social behaviour. 

Nothing has been proved in this 
case, but they didn’t bring the ben-
efit snoopers and the media along for 
nothing.

Such raids are a vicious piece of 
theatre designed to distract people 
from the real issues, blame the 
weakest and make them scapegoat 
workers.

Police PrePare (top) for the croydon raid (above)

Benefit sanctions can kill  
BranDiShing a photo of her 
dead brother, gill Thompson 

took on Tory benefits minister 
Esther McVey earlier this month. 

Diabetic David Clapson was 
found dead in his flat two weeks 
after his jobseekers’ allowance 
was cut off, or “sanctioned”. 

he couldn’t top up his 
electricity and keep the fridge 
running for his insulin.

he’d been due for a hardship 
payment. 

But as gill told McVey at the 
parliamentary select committee 
hearing into sanctions, “a diabetic 
cannot wait two weeks”.

The evidence submitted 
to the select committee 
has exposed the scale of 
suffering since the Tories 
scaled up 
Labour’s 
sanctions 
programme 
in 2012.

One 
in ten 

unemployed people in some areas 
have been sanctioned, losing their 
benefits for anything between four 
weeks and three years. For many, 
only charity food banks or the 
support of friends and family keep 
them from starvation.

This can be over such trivial 
offences as being a few minutes 
late for an appointment. 

McVey denies that there are 
any targets for sanctions, but 
jobcentre workers have repeatedly 
reported being pressured to catch 
people out.

The three year sanction 
is a loss of £11,000—
more than twice the 
highest fine imposed 
by the criminal justice 
system. 

in total, an 
estimated  

£275 million has 
been taken from 
the poorest in 
this way in just 

two years.

Minister is vague on results
IT’S NOT easy to find out how 
many people benefit reforms 

have killed. 
The Department for Work and 

Pensions (DWP) has internally run 
49 “peer reviews” following the 
death of a claimant since 2002.

Yet this would only cover a 
tiny fraction of the deaths linked 
to Work Capability Assessments 
(WCA) for disabled people alone.

Campaigners had to drag the 
figure out of the DWP. It had first 
denied there were any reviews, 
then gave an inaccurate figure 
of 60. 

When asked about it 
at the select committee, 
Tory benefits minister 
Esther McVey said,  
“We ensured that 
we followed all our 
processes correctly.”

However, Disability 
Rights UK reports 
“serious failings in 

the scope and application of the 
safeguards” put in place after the 
death of a claimant in 2000. 

McVey herself said last year that 
there was no policy of warning 
health and social services when 
vulnerable people were sanctioned.

The deaths put the Tories on 
the spot, but they pose a dilemma 
for Labour too. They are one of 
the most bitter sources of anger 
against the Tories.

But the policies that have done 
the most damage—WCAs and 

sanctions—were both introduced 
by Labour. And the party 

leadership is terrified of 
looking “soft” on welfare.

 So while Labour can 
lay into the “abuse” of 
sanctions and Atos, the 
company that used to 
deliver WCAs, it plans 

to continue both 
sanctions and 

WCAs.

  “We don’t pay our 
tax so that police can 

come down on people 
heavy handed like that. 
They talk about policing 
by consent, well i don’t 
consent for police to use 
that kind of force.”
Glen Hart, Croydon 
TUSC parliamentary 
candidate

 “as more and 
more airtime is 

given over to poverty 
porn, it’s becoming more 
acceptable to stigmatise 
those deemed not 
worthy of a place in, or 
support from, society. 

in croydon mental 
health charities are 
supporting more and 
more people to access 
food banks due to benefit 
changes and sanctions. 

no one was prosecuted 
in the latest tax dodging 
scheme. if that had been 
benefits related the 
courts would have been 
working overtime.”
Peter Rogers,  
Croydon Disabled 
People Against Cuts

Gill Thompson holds a picture of David clapson

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Tory minister esther mcVey

  only 2 percent 
of benefits 

expenditure was down to 
overpayments according 
to the official government 
figures for 2013-14—the 
most recent available. 
and of this, £1.1 billion, 
or 0.7 percent is due to 
fraud. 

The rest is down to 
errors made by either 
claimants or the DWP.

This compares to 
up to £120 billion 
lost annually due to 
tax evasion and tax 
avoidance by the rich.

The figures also leave 
out more than £12 billion 
a year in benefits that 
goes unclaimed.

Socialist Worker  21 February 2015
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In BrIef 

Aberdeen confronts 
Nazi street thugs
Five local fascist thugs 
tried to attack a Justice for 
the craigavon Two campaign 
protest in aberdeen last 
Saturday.

Socialists joined radical 
independence activists, 
anti-fascist students and the 
group at the craigavon Two 
protest to confront them.

We prevented the fascists 
unfurling their banners and 
binned their leaflets. one 
student said it was the first 
time he had confronted the 
fascists and he was glad to 
have been part of it.
Gerry McCabe

Ballot over staff 
levels at hospital
The GMB union is carrying 
out a consultative ballot of 
700 workers in Brighton and 
Sussex University hospital 
NhS Trust. 

The workers are employed 
by outsourcing giant Sodexo 
as porters and cleaners in 
the Royal Sussex county and 
Princess Royal hospitals.  

The union says the firm 
has failed to address workers’ 
concerns about lack of basic 
equipment and inadequate 
staffing levels.

Pay slip anger hits 
London Royal Parks
The GMB union has said it’s 
seeking an urgent meeting 
with outsourcing giant ocS, 
which manages london’s 
Royal Parks. 

ocS bosses are trying to 
impose weekly instead of 
monthly pay in St James Park.

The union alleges that 
workers in other parks have 
not been receiving their pay 
slips on time.

Bin strike at Green 
council in Brighton
ReFUSe aNd recycling 
workers in Brighton struck on 
Wednesday of last week in a 
long-running pay dispute.

The GMB union members 
are demanding that the 
council changes the bin lorry 
driver’s pay grade.

The union has had a 
series of disputes with the 
Green Party-controlled 
local authority which is 
implementing cuts.

But local Green MP 
caroline lucas has previously 
supported the workers.

Relay for Rights is 
coming for Grayling
The JUSTice alliance has 
called a Relay for Rights to 
defend legal aid.

They will begin the relay 
at Runnymede, where the 
Magna carta was sealed, on 
21 February at 12 noon.

The relay will arrive at old 
Palace yard at 1pm on 23 
February. it will deliver a copy 
of the Great charter to justice 
secretary chris Grayling to 
remind him of the rights he is 
denying others.

 ‘We are stronger after  
 our dispute at DSG’
by dave sewell 

Defence Support Group 
(DSG) workers have accepted 
an improved pay offer. 

they secured a £1,250 
one-off payment on top of a 1 
percent rise after striking for 
16 days last year.

the unite union members 
voted to accept the deal by  
91 percent in a ballot that 
ended on thursday of last 
week. 

unite recommended they 
accept the deal.

Brett Davis, unite convenor 
at DSG Donnington, told 
Socialist Worker, “people are 
upbeat. We wouldn’t have got 
this if we hadn’t fought. 

“We’ve set the bar higher for 
anyone fighting over pay in the 
public sector.”

the offer falls short of a 
consolidated pay rise. Workers 

entered the dispute demanding 
8 percent. Strikes escalated up 
to the end of last year. 

But there were debates 
about where to go next as the 
planned sale of DSG to private 
firm Babcock loomed closer.

Shop steward ollie Jones 
said, “We’d started with a 
strategy of always calling 
strikes in advance. 

“But we couldn’t win that at 
the reps’ combine. Momentum 
was lost very quickly after that.

“It would have helped if 
there had been organised 
socialists on every site to put 
the argument. 

“Strike pay was also a 
double-edged sword. It helped 
get people out, but it put a 
lot of control in the hands of 
union officials.”

Brett said, “those of us who 
were up for more action were 
slightly held back by trying to 

get unity with everyone. 
“the picket lines were 

magnificent, in numbers and 
enthusiasm. 

“We could have used that 
to build protests and keep the 
pressure up.”

the dispute has 
strengthened workers’ 
organisation. 

the union has gained 
around 50 new members at 
Donnington alone.

Brett said, “I’d like to thank 
everyone who sent messages 
of support. And the fantastic 
coverage in Socialist Worker 
helped workers feel like part of 
something bigger.

“one worker told me, 
‘Let’s take this, put it in the 
bank, and kick off again when 
Babcock take over. 

“I think that’s where a lot of 
people have come from. We’ve 
shown that action gets results.”

anti-blacklisting campaigners block Oxford street Picture: Guy Smallman

Spark wins re-employment
Anti-blacklisting activists 
took on the Crossrail 
project in London again 
this week and won.

An electrician who was 
sacked after raising health 
and safety concerns was 
re-employed after a blockade 
on Monday of this week.

the worker told Socialist 
Worker, “When i started on 
the Monday i was told there 
was three years work on 
the job. Midweek i raised 
worries about health and 
safety. On Friday i was told 
there was no work for me.”  

“After i was told there was 
no work i went to meet the 
health and safety and project 
managers. When i came 

back, security and a manager 
escorted me off site.” 

Activists blocked traffic on 
London’s busiest shopping 
street against the sacking. 

He said, “i’ve got my job 
back. Hopefully it’ll set a 
precedent to let Crossrail 
know everyone deserves 
to work in a safe place. 

“At the moment there’s 
a climate of fear. Most 
people are employed by 
an agency and can be 
moved at any time.”

the Unite union member 
has been informed he 
is on full pay while the 
union sorts out the details 
of his employment.
Simon Basketter

BlacklIstIng

defence workers fIrefIghters

 FBU names new strike date
the firefighters’ FbU union 
has called a 24-hour strike 
in england starting at 7am 
on Wednesday of next week. 
this will coincide with a 
national protest in london.

the union’s recall 
conference last week 
debated its fight over attacks 
on workers’ pensions. 

in a few months the tories 
are set to push through new 
pension proposals.

Firefighters have struck 
back in defiance. but the 
stop and start nature of 
the action has undermined 
momentum and strengthened 
the fire bosses.

at the conference motions 
called for a harder hitting 
response. the london 
region argued for a serious 

escalation of the strikes, a 
national response to any 
lockout of workers and an 
end to recall to duty.

these were put in 
opposition to an executive 
council (ec) statement and 
lost. the ec outlined “key 
tasks” including demanding 
labour pledges to improve 
pensions and considering 
more strikes. 

it’s good that another 
strike has been called—the 
tories can be beaten. but a 
hard-hitting programme of 
strikes is needed to win. 

nFBU london Regional 
committee voted this week 
to donate £300 to the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist 
coalition (TUSc).

maIntenance workers

MotorWAy maintenance 
workers employed by privateer 
Amey struck for 24 hours 
on friday of last week and 
Monday of this week. 

the workers’ unite union 
regional officer richard Gates 
told Socialist Worker, “Amey 
came in with a sledgehammer 
when they took over the 

contract last year. this about 
pay and bargaining.”

Amey offered a 1.75 percent 
pay deal but bosses’ pay went up 
65 percent in four years. unite is 
demanding a 5 percent  rise. 

they are set to walk out 
again on friday of this week 
and Monday of next.
Kate Hunter

oBItuary
Martin Humphries
1954-2015
We Were extremely 
saddened by the sudden 
and unexpected death of 
our friend and comrade 
Martin Humphries. 

Martin was a tireless and 
longstanding socialist, trade 
unionist and campaigner.  

He joined the International 
Socialists (forerunner to the 
Socialist Workers party) as a 
student at essex university 
in the mid-1970s and cut his 
teeth at the Grunwick dispute 
in north west London. 

A few years later, Martin’s 
sense of adventure took him 
to Iran where he witnessed 
the fall of the Shah and the 

Iranian revolution in 1979.
Martin moved to 

Birmingham in the early 
1980s and joined the civil 
service shortly afterwards 
where he was an active shop 
steward. He was a dedicated 
pcS union rep representing 
anybody who needed it, but 
more importantly he got 
people organised. 

Sparkhill Jobcentre went 
from two people on the picket 
line to 25 in october 2014. 

Martin made sure that all 
the tuc demos had workers 
from the job centre on them. 

the 2011 demo had a 
coach that started at the 
job centre because so many 
people went. 

Six people went from the 
job centre on the 21 March 

anti-racism demo last year 
and in tribute to Martin 
more are planning to come 
this year. A tribute to Martin 
was held in the office and 
everybody was proud to have 
had him as their rep. 

He regularly attended pcS 
conference and was respected 

across the pcS with tributes 
being posted from across 
the country and political 
spectrum.

More recently Martin 
brought this enthusiasm as 
a committed SWp comrade 
and embraced the role of 
membership secretary to the 
newly formed Birmingham 
central branch.

His years as an experienced 
comrade enhanced the work 
of the district committee.

Martin loved nothing better 
than a good debate where his 
sharp intellect was put to use 
and he could share his depth 
of knowledge with both friend 
and foe. 

He had an eclectic taste in 
music ranging from Mozart, 
jazz and George formby to 

80s and 90s pop. He would 
talk about this passion as 
keenly as any political debate.

Many words have been 
used to describe Martin, such 
as clever, funny, energetic, 
exasperating, engaging, 
intellectual, loyal, interesting, 
irritating and full of ideas.  

But most of all Martin was 
a great friend and comrade 
and will be sorely missed by 
us all. our condolences go to 
his family, to whom Martin 
was very close.
Birmingham SWP
lMartin’s funeral will take 
place on Fri 6 March, 1pm, 
Perry Barr crematorium,  
389 Walsall Rd, Birmingham, 
B42 2lR.  
    Followed by a reception 
nearby at the Tower Pub

Martin humphries



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD Phone 020 7819 1180 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19
Socialist Worker  21 February 2015

TransPorT workErs

 Gestures won’t beat  
 London bus bosses
by rayMiE kiErnan

The UniTe union sus-
pended two 24-hour London 
bus strikes last week amid 
claims of foul play by pub-
lic regulator Transport for 
London (TfL).

Unite members across 
London’s 18 bus firms are in 
dispute over unequal pay. 

Some drivers are paid over 
£3 an hour less for doing the 
same job as others. 

The union is demanding 
sector-wide negotiations with 
all the bus companies.

Preston Tabois is a union 
convenor at Arriva London 
North. 

He told Socialist Worker 
that the union’s decision 
to suspend the strike at a 
London-wide union reps 
meeting last week was “only 
a postponement”.

“TfL is interfering,” he 
said. “They are leaning on 
the companies not to talk to 
us. And with TfL giving out 
the contracts, they are going 
to listen.

“Who are you going to 
upset—your staff or your 
paymaster?”

Unite is demanding that 
TfL board members declare 
their “neutrality” and confirm 
they are not blocking talks.

The union believes that TfL 
managers signed confidenti-
ality agreements before being 
told the collective bargaining 

Unite demands is lawful. 
TfL and bus bosses claim 

the opposite is true.
Unite said it suspended the 

strikes as “an act of goodwill 
to facilitate talks”. 

But bus bosses don’t 
respond to gestures and it 
was wrong to stop the strikes.

Preston said, “Don’t make 
the mistake that we’re not 
fighting anymore. This is to 
breathe a little bit and come 
back at them.”

But the suspension threat-
ens to break the momentum 
the campaign has developed. 

Drivers have to push to 

get the strikes back on and 
explain to every driver that 
they will gain from winning 
this dispute.

This campaign can win 
equal pay and better condi-
tions across the board. 

But drivers need to see a 
strategy to win.

unison woMEn’s confErEncE

Conference shows thirst for alternative
by LouisE HarrisEn-Powis

AUsTeriTy And the 
general election dominated 
discussion as around  
700 delegates attended the 
Unison union’s women’s 
conference in southport last 
week.

Labour shadow home 
secretary yvette Cooper  
was a keynote speaker along 
with union general secretary 
dave Prentis.

The push to elect a 
Labour government in 
May ran through many 
discussions. 

delegates were happy 
to listen to arguments from 
Prentis and Cooper to kick 
the Tories out. 

But challenges for Labour 
to offer more resonated 
strongly.

Frustration at the lack of 
a real alternative to cuts and 
racist scapegoating spilled 
onto the conference floor 
time and again.

The union leadership 
came under fire for failing 
to give a clear lead to reject 
the rotten pay deal in local 
government last year.

Prentis was cheered for 
denouncing Ukip as a racist 
party. 

delegates also criticised 
Labour for tailing Ukip 
over immigration instead of 
challenging racism.

There was huge support 
for the battle to defend the 
nhs and the recent strikes 
by health workers (see page 
20). 

People felt the picket 
lines offered an antidote to 
Ukip’s racism.

There were calls for 

Unison to start putting 
concrete demands on 
Labour as people took 
inspiration from the 
election of an anti-austerity 
government in Greece.

Over 30 joined a 
fringe meeting discussion 
organised by socialist 
Workers Party on Greece 
and fighting for a real 
alternative in Britain. 

The rise of the spanish 
radical left party Podemos 
also offered hope to people.

Many argued that Labour 
didn’t represent that 
alternative. 

They supported standing 
candidates to the left of 
Labour, such as for the 
Trade Unionist and socialist 
Coalition.

if that alternative is to be 
built it has to come from the 
bottom up.

PiCkeTs AT south London’s Tolworth garage during a strike last month Picture: richard donnelly

EducaTion

MAss PiCkeT lines during last week’s strike in Lewisham

b6 sixTH forM coLLEGE

 Sixth form strike is ‘solid’
TeAcHerS AT B6 sixth 
form college in Hackney, 
east London, struck on 
Wednesday of last week 
over workload issues. 

The action was solid with 
great support from sixth form 
colleges across the country. 

NUT union rep Jamie Duff 
told Socialist Worker, “We’re 
being subjected to internal 
quality review such as mock 
Ofsted inspections.

“This produces lots of stress. 
It doesn’t improve teaching 
and learning and it’s not good 
for students. 

“We’re also striking over 
the introduction of new cover 
policy, requiring us to cover 
in full subjects that are not 
familiar to us. 

“We are determined to fight 
excess workload and to stand 
up for education.”
Gareth Jenkins

coLLEGEs

 Walkout due  
 in Barnsley
Workers at Barnsley 
College were set to begin 
a four-day strike on 
Monday of next week. 

they are fighting a 
restructure that would 
downgrade jobs, push 
pay down and introduce 
performance-related pay.

the walkout follows 
a successful three-day 
strike earlier this month. 

strikers have described 
“uplifting” solidarity 
from trade unionists 
across Britain.

the UCU union 
members plan a five-
day strike next month if 
bosses don’t back down.
lRush messages of support 
to lee.short1975@gmail.com 
Send solidarity donations 
and make cheques payable to 
Barnsley College UCU, c/o 43 
Granville St, Barnsley S75 2TQ

Pickets at B6 sixth form  Picture: Gareth Jenkins

 Students and workers say  
 no to Lewisham academies
by sHEiLa aMroucHE

nUT UniOn members in 
four schools in Lewisham, 
south London, struck against 
the threat of academy status 
on Thursday of last week.

The strike hit three 
Leathersellers’ Federation 
schools—Prendergast hilly 
Fields, Ladywell Fields and 
Prendergast Vale.

it also closed sedgehill 
school, the largest school in 
Lewisham. 

elected governors there 
have been dismissed and 
an interim executive Board 
appointed. This is a prelude 
to forcing academy status on 
the school.

hundreds of students 
have already protested. This 
stopped the head of Bethnal 
Green Academy taking over 
the school.

Teachers, parents 
and students from the 
Leathersellers’ Federation 
schools converged at 

Prendergast hilly Fields on 
the day of the strike. 

They protested 
as governors inside 
disgracefully decided to 
apply for an academy order.

students in the few 
remaining classes inside 
walked out to join the protest 
shouting, “Academy status 
sucks!”

sAiL (stop Academies in 
Lewisham) plans a public 
meeting after half term. The 
nAsUWT and GMB unions 
are balloting to join the nUT 
in further strikes. 

school students plan more 
protests. At Prendergast 
Vale 60 students have held 
20-minute refusal to work 
protests three times in the 
last week.

so far, Lewisham has 
resisted large scale academy 
conversions.

We have the brilliant 
example of the save 
Lewisham hospital campaign 
to live up to—and we intend 
to win.

mailto:lee.short1975@gmail.com
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support the 
gallery strike   
by Annette MAckin

Workers at the National 
Gallery in London have 
announced their second 
five-day walkout against 
privatisation.

They are fighting for their 
working conditions and for a 
public service.

Bosses want to privatise 
400 out of 600 jobs. They 
have also backed off from 
promises to pay the London 
Living Wage, meaning that 
the gallery is the only one in 
London that doesn’t pay it.

suspended
Workers struck for five days 
earlier this month over the 
plans. Bosses suspended PCS 
union rep Candy Udwin on the 
eve of the strike in an attempt 
to undermine the action.

But it’s made workers more 
determined to fight back. 

Candy addressed a public 
meeting attended by some 
100 supporters including 
PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka and left wing 
Labour MP John McDonnell 
in parliament on Tuesday of  
last week.

She said, “I can’t speak 

about what has happened to 
me but if it was intended to 
scare staff it has backfired. 

“There has been a fantas-
tic feeling of solidarity among 
the strikers.”

Serwotka said that work-

ers could win, and that gal-
lery bosses’ attacks on Candy 
were “trumped up charges of 
the worst order”.

Guardian newspaper col-
umnist Polly Toynbee said, “I 
think you will win. I have had 

a bigger response from read-
ers to this than many other 
issues.”

Support is pouring in for 
Candy from trade union-
ists and campaigners—with 
thousands signing a petition 

calling for her reinstatement.
Workers at the Ritzy 

cinema and the Dulwich Pic-
ture Gallery were among 
those at the public rally in 
parliament, as were artists 
Bob and Roberta Smith.

Workers are having pic-
tures taken with “Reinstate 
Candy” posters to demon-
strate their support.

Members of the firefight-
ers’ FBU union posed with 
the signs at their recall con-
ference last week. 

solidarity
And Candy was warmly 
received when she spoke at a 
rally in London last Sunday in 
solidarity with Greece.

Strikers are calling on 
people to visit the picket lines 
from 9-11am. There will be 
strike meetings from 11am 
each day. 

Strikers plan to march and 
rally on a national day of 
action on Thursday of next 
week.

As Candy said, “The nation-
wide solidarity makes us 
believe we can win. 

“But it should also give eve-
ryone heart to see how much 
backing there is for anyone 
who stands up against priva-
tisation, cuts and the austerity 
policies of this government.”

Vicitimised rep candy Udwin speaks at a Greece solidarity rally  Picture: Guy Smallman 

NHS

 Privatisation threatens health service as workers fight to reject pay deal
by toMáš tengely-evAns 

NHS boSSeS have 
awarded private health 
giant optum “preferred 
bidder” status on NHS 
contracts while the firm 
is in court for allegedly 
defrauding US hospices. 

optum is one of 12 
firms set to raid £5 billion 
worth of contracts. 

The company was paid 
to care for terminally 
ill patients, but took 
people who were cheeper 
to treat instread. 

It’s a stark warning 
that privateers will 
always put profits first. 

Private firm Circle ran 

Hinchingbrooke Hospital 
into the ground and 
applied for a £10 million 
bailout last week. 

And Labour’s Lord 
beecham has called for 
an investigation into 
Care UK pulling out of 
Newcastle’s Grainger 
GP Practice last May. 

Privatisation is part of 
a relentless NHS crisis. 

Years of cuts have 
produced the perfect 
storm, while poverty pay 
and rocketing workloads 
force health workers out.

The number of 
Nottingham ambulance 
workers resigning and 
taking days off due to 
stress has nearly doubled 

in the last four years.
The Labour Party is 

making the NHS a key 
election issue. but Labour 
is committed to Tory 
austerity and an “internal 
market” in the NHS. 

Last year’s strikes 
showed the real alternative 
that can act as a focus 
for workers, patients and 
health campaigners.

but union leaders 
called off two planned 
walkouts last month 
because of pressure to 
get behind ed Miliband.  

The Unison union is 
balloting on a deal.

Karen Reissmann is a 
Unison union national 
and health service group 

executive member. She 
told Socialist Worker 
in a personal capacity, 
“Workers are frustrated 
with the union leadership 
and don’t have much hope 
that the general election 
will change things.  

“but the NHS crisis also 
means that workers are 
getting more pissed off. 

“I’d strongly urge 
branches to recommend 
a No vote in the ballot.” 

Unison has said it will 
call a health strike on  
13 March if workers 
reject the deal. 

every trade unionist 
and campaigner should 
back the campaign 
to reject the deal.stress and workloads are forcing ambulance workers to resign

HoW to HelP
linvite speakers from the 
dispute into your union 
branch or campaign meeting 
noprivatisationatNG@gmail.
com
ldonate to the strike fund 
Sort code 086001  
Account no 20169002  
or cheques to Culture Sector 
Hardship Fund, c/o PCS 
North West Region,  
Jack Jones House, 
1 Islington, Liverpool L3 8EG.
lask your mp to support the 
campaign and back early day 
motion 300  
bit.ly/1Jn6AtA
lsign and share the petition 
and statement 
bit.ly/1kELiGx 
ldownload #reinstatecandy 
poster 
bit.ly/reinstatecandy
lJoin the mailing list or 
facebook page
Email noprivatisationatNG@
gmail.com or facebook.com/
nonationalgalleryprivatisation

on other pages...
Defence Support Group workers  
accept new pay deal >>Page 18


