
 no to racist backlash over isis

muslims 
are not 
to blame
Former Guantanamo prisoner  
moazzam beGG speaks out...

by Ken Olende

M oa z z a M  B e g g 
w a s  i m p r i s o n e d 
without charge in 
Bagram airbase in 
afghanistan and then 
in Guantanamo Bay.

He suffered torture 
and has been hounded 
by the state for years—
and knows what it is like 

to be vilified by the 
media. 

Moazzam 
is  d i rec-
t o r  o f 
Cage, an 
organi-
s a t i o n 

which campaigns for detain-
ees.

The media has attacked 
Cage for saying that “Jihadi 
John”, now named as Moham-
med Emwazi, was radicalised 
after persecution by the British 
security services.

But Moazzam is defiant—
and says it is important to 
understand the context of the 
situation.

“I personally believe that 
while he was clearly pushed 
and alienated by the way he 
was treated in Britain, that 
that is not enough,” Moazzam 
told Socialist Worker.

“In the end he is responsible 
for what he did in Syria. 

“The nine people  he 
beheaded were innocent  
from whatever angle you look 
at it.‘Jihadi John’s’ orders 
didn’t come from Britain, they 
came from Isis. 

“And where did Isis come 
from? Who produced the con-
ditions that allowed Al Qaida 
to flourish in Iraq?”

Moazzam said the West’s 
war in Iraq and the brutality 
of the occupation led to the 
creation of Al Qaida and later  
Isis.

“America and Britain invaded 
Iraq on the basis of informa-
tion they got from torture,”  
Moazzam explained. They used
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austerity

Demands for no 
cuts as councils 
set budgets
HundrEdS of trade 
unionists and community 
campaigners protested 
against local council cuts 
across Britain last week. 

Spineless politicians whine 
about “difficult decisions” and 
“financial challenges” instead 
of encouraging the kind of 
resistance that can challenge 
Tory austerity.
>>Page 3

greece

splits in syriza 
as leaders sign 
austerity deal
Greece’s left wing 
government began a 
new test last week as it 
returned from eurozone 
negotiations to face its 
supporters at home.

It signed up to a four-
month deal that keeps most 
of that austerity intact. But 
there is emerging opposition 
to it—including inside syriza.
>>Page 6

united states

Fury as US cops 
shoot homeless 
man dead
A vIdEo has emerged 
showing cops in California 
shooting dead a homeless 
black man as he lay 
on the ground.

The killing provoked fury. 
Black Lives Matter protesters 
gathered less than a mile from 
the scene last Sunday.
>>Page 8

Syriza leader alexis Tsipras

Moazzam Begg



Socialist Worker  7 March 2015 Troublemakerthe2

lTroublemaker saw it 
coming. one Tory mP’s 

claim  that astrology could help 
ease the NHS crisis caused 
much sniggering. mystic David 
Tredinnick’s suggestion the 
movement of celestial bodies 
may affect people’s lives is as 
valid as his faith that homeopathy 
is as good as real medicine.

Ukip stands for no policies 
but has plenty of prejudice
WiTH juST weeks to go 
until the general election 
ukip STill has no poli-
cies. but don’t think this 
reflects internal wrangling 
and rows within the racist 
party. on the contrary, it 
is in fact a cunning plan by 
party leader Nigel Farage.

Ukip’s manifesto was due 
to be unleashed at its spring 
conference in Margate last 
weekend. 

But Farage apparently 
wants to keep policies secret 
as long “as practicably pos-
sible” so they appear “fresh, 
new and positive”.

Perhaps Farage is under-
standably nervous about 
revealing Ukip’s policies. 
After all, he dismissed its 
2010 manifesto as “drivel”. 

It pledged to enforce a 
dress code for taxi drivers, 
restrict the number of “for-
eigners” in British football 

teams and put soldiers on 
the street.

But despite the lack of 
policies, voters don’t have 
to look too far to find where 
Ukip stands.

Take its immigration 
spokesperson Steven Woolfe. 

He said this week, “It is inevi-
table that with high levels of 
immigration comes a high 
level of crime.”

Then there’s the homopho-
bia. Farage last weekend cel-
ebrated Ukip’s LGBT group as 
a sign that the party is in fact 

not bigoted. Unfortunately its 
chair, Tom Booker, resigned 
from Ukip complaining that 
the party leadership had 
failed to “set a gay-friendly 
tone”.

Booker said he “simply 
couldn’t defend the party any 
more”. When quizzed about 
the resignation Farage said, 
“People come and people go”.

He went on to insist, “I 
don’t set a gay agenda.” Too 
right. Leaflets on one stall 
at Ukip’s spring conference 
claimed that LGBT people are 
recruiting “fresh blood”.

They said, “The state is 
allowing the sexual grooming 
of our Primary School chil-
dren for same sex attraction.

“As such people cannot 
reproduce their own kind, 
they must recruit fresh blood 
and this is best done among 
children in schools, the 
younger the better.”

lTHe ScoTTiSH Government is 
about to award a massive contract 

to provide water services for most of 
Scotland’s public bodies to anglian Water.

So the Scottish National Party are 
paying a privatised english water 
company to provide Scottish public 
water to Scotland’s public services.

Happily, anglian is very good at avoiding 
tax so the money won’t go to waste.

Smoking out the  
lobby sock puppets
Taking on lobbyists 
working for councils, 
Tory minister Eric 
Pickles cited research 
on “sock puppets”.

according to Pickles, 
“The institute of Economic 
affairs has undertaken 
extensive research on 
so-called “sock puppets”

“They have exposed 
the extensive practice of 
taxpayers’ money being 
given to pressure 
groups and 
supposed 
charities, in 
turn being used 
to lobby the 
government and 
Parliament for 
more money 
and more 
regulation.”

Would that be the 
institute of Economic 
affairs which published 
and promoted a paper 
attacking the World 
Health organisation’s 
tobacco strategy, while 
failing to reveal that its 
author was being paid 
£54,000 per annum by 
tobacco companies?

l THE kensington 
Tories’ website is 

in mourning. Their 
MP Malcolm Rifkind 
resigned for not doing 
anything wrong in a 
lobbying sting. after 
his resignation letter 
is a link to a pensions 
story titled, “Security 

and dignity in 
retirement.”

Fourth most powerful 
man in Doncaster
GooD NeWS for ed 
miliband. on this year’s 
Doncaster Free Press 
Power list, the labour 
leader and mP for 
Doncaster North is the 
fourth most influential 
person in the town, after 
the mayor, the council 
chief and a member 
of one Direction. last 
year he came sixth.

l“i made 
you a 

promise on 
tuition fees. 
i will keep 
my promise,” 
said ed 
miliband last 
week as he 
outlined 

labour’s plans to 
reduce student tuition 
fees to £6,000.

in the 2010 labour 
leadership election, 
miliband could indeed 
not have been clearer 
about where he stood. 
“i’d introduce fairer 
funding for higher 

education through 
the abolition 

of fees and 
a new 
graduate 
tax.” 
Strange sort 

of promise.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Non-Muslim 
Brits being 
treated like target 
practice’
Katie Hopkins defines 
multiculturalism in The Sun

‘Save Dave’
The plan being drawn up by 
some Tories to keep Cameron 
as Tory leader if the party 
loses May’s election

‘The time has 
come to monitor 
every Islamic 
society in English 
universities, with 
a view to banning 
them if they 
have supported 
extremism’
Professor Anthony Glees in the 
Daily Mail

‘Jihad, Allah and 
terrorist are all 
accepted’
The Daily Mail gets annoyed 
at words that could be used in 
greeting cards for M&S flowers

‘Europe wants  
to ban your  
halogen light 
bulbs’
The Mail gets annoyed—again

‘Nothing at all to 
say’
What STUC general secretary 
Grahame Smith last week said 
Labour’s Jim Murphy has to 
say about the role of unions

THiS iS what a ukip future looks like Picture: Guy Smallman

If it walks like 
a fat cat and it 
talks like...
WHeN aSkeD by a 
parliamentary committee 
if he was a “fat cat” HSbc 
boss Stuart Gulliver said 
he’d like to know what one 
was.

Troublemaker is happy 
to oblige. 

Someone who declares 
himself a non-dom while 
living in britain for more 
than a decade. 

Someone who diverted 
his bonuses to a Swiss 
bank account registered to 
a Panamanian company. 
Someone who has an 
annual limousine bill of 
£88,000.

Someone who picked up 
£7.6 million in a year.

easy really.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk
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Socialist Worker
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SW8 2WD@

Tory worries 
over second 
job as a banker
Tory mP Sir Peter 
Tapsell’s nightmare is a 
system in which mPs are 
banned from coining it in 
with second jobs.

He said, “membership 
will largely be confined 
to those with large 
inheritances, or those 
with rich spouses, or 
to obsessive crackpots, 
or to those who are 
unemployable anywhere 
else!”

leaving the 
number of “obsessive 
crackpots”aside, Tapsell 
began with “i am not 
a trade union official”. 
However, he is in the 
employ of a japanese 
bank to the tune of 
£30,000 per year—and 
has been since july 2009.

£32bn 

lunpaid overtime put in 
by workers last year, 
lThat averages £6,000 
per worker according to 
the Tuc

a smoking sock puppet it was fourth but close enough

Fat cat boss Stuart Gulliver



IN BRIEF
Schools expel 
vulnerable kids
Many schools are 
expelling and discriminating 
against the most vulnerable 
children a charity has said.

a study by The 
communities Empowerment 
network said too many 
expulsions involve children 
with special educational 
needs and ethnic minorities.

Stop eviction 
at Aylesbury
ProTEsTErs occupying 
empty flats on the aylesbury 
estate in south london have 
called for support in court in 
Thursday of this week. 

a protest against plans to 
demolish the flats has been 
called for saturday of next 
week.

Racists guilty 
of assault
robErTa MoorE and 
robert De Jonge have been 
found guilty of assault 
after attacking a panel at 
a Palestine literary festival. 
They are members of the 
racist so-called Jewish 
Defence league.
For a longer version of this  
article see socialistworker.co.uk

Cops info on 
fans was ‘false’
PolicE gavE a false 
impression of fans’ alcohol 
consumption in the wake of 
the hillsborough disaster, an 
inquest has heard.

chief ambulance officer 
albert Page gave evidence to 
inquests into their deaths last 
week. The inquests continue.
For a longer version of this  
article see socialistworker.co.uk

 Protesters resist the cuts  
 in councils’ new budgets
by RaymIE KIERNaN

Hundreds of trade unionists 
and community campaigners 
protested against cuts in local 
councils across Britain last week. 

Spineless politicians whine about 
“difficult decisions” and “financial 
challenges”. 

All but a handful of councillors 
have voted for the latest round of 
austerity instead of encouraging 
resistance.

Hundreds marched against the 
cuts of Labour-controlled Haringey 
council, north London, last week.

The council leader’s “duty to set a 
balanced budget” means £70 million 
of cuts. 

This will hit youth services, chil-
dren’s centres and day centres for 
the elderly. It will close three out of 
four day centres used by people with 
learning disabilities.

As councillors voted it through 
shouts of, “The youth will riot, there’s 
going to be a riot in Tottenham again” 
were heard from the public gallery.

Argued
Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition candidate for Tottenham 
Jenny Sutton (see page 19) argued, 
“Haringey unions must now walk the 
walk and ballot for strikes to save 
jobs and services. No more illusions 
in a vote for Labour.”

In Hull anti-austerity campaigners 
protested at the Labour-run council’s 
cuts to library services, transport ser-
vices for the elderly and council day 
centres facing closure.

Independent group Hull Red 
Labour was founded by former 
Labour councillors Dean Kirk and 
Gill Kennett.

They accused Labour of “reducing 
services by stealth” and stockpiling 
millions of pounds in reserve funding 
while cutting vital services for young 
people and adults.

Gill said, “We shouldn’t be saving 
money for a rainy day, because that 
day is already here.”

Some 200 people gathered in 
Falkirk to protest at council proposals 
to cut the primary school week last 
Saturday. The joint Labour and Tory 

administration’s plan to reduce pupil 
hours by 10 percent is one of several 
plans in its £40 million budget cuts.

Similar plans at other Scottish 
councils, in Renfrewshire and West 
Dunbartonshire, have been success-
fully resisted.

Failed
At Brighton and Hove Council—
where the balance of political control 
requires the support of two parties—
Labour, Tory and Green councillors 
failed to agree on a budget. 

Neither wishes to be painted as 
the party of cuts ahead of the gen-
eral election.

Six Green councillors voted against 
their own party’s budget, saying they 
refused to vote through any more 
cuts.

The Unison union says it is prepar-
ing for industrial action as various 
proposals include slashing hundreds 
of jobs and cutting contributions to 
workers’ pensions.

In Taunton last week Bridgwater 
trades council protested against pro-
posed multi-million pound cuts at 
Tory-controlled Somerset County 
Council. 

One protester said cuts could “dec-
imate” public services, adding, “What 
I find particularly offensive is the fact 
that it has been the vulnerable and 
the poor who have basically taken it 
all.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Protesting in Camden, north London Picture: Phoebe Watkins

Stop Heathrow expansion
A RALLy against expansion at 
Heathrow airport took place in 
central London on Tuesday of this 
week.

The Hacan campaign hopes to 
send a clear message to politicians 
ahead of the general election.

A new runway at 
Heathrow would mean 
an extra 250,000 flights 
a year—increasing 
noise levels and making 
Heathrow Britain’s biggest 
emitter of greenhouse 
emissions.

Hacan organiser John 
Stewart told Socialist 
Worker, “The aviation 
industry has managed to 
change the debate from 

whether London needs a new 
runway to which airport.

“But if the cost of the tax breaks 
given to aviation was spent on 
making rail fares lower many people 
could switch to travelling by train.”

Protesters from all over Britain 
were set to march in 
London on Saturday of this 
week to demand action 
over climate change. 

The demonstration 
was called by Campaign 
against Climate Change.
Dave Sewell
Time to act demonstration 
saturday 7 March, 
assemble 12.30pm, lincoln’s 
inn Fields, london Wc2a 
timetoact2015.orgA Heathrow plane

IN thIs WEEK

 1985
Great Miners’ 
Strike ends
Miners in the nuM 
marched back into 
work behind their union 
banners with heads held 
high after a year-long 
strike against pit closures 
on 5 March.

for socialist Worker 
articles on the strike go 
to bit.ly/1ecgooK

Protesting against local authority cuts

MAY dAY GreetinGS

To celebrate May Day, Socialist Worker prints solidarity messages from trade union 
branches, Socialist Worker readers, SWSS groups and campaigns. The deadline to 
get your message into Socialist Worker is Wednesday 15 April

email: mayday@socialistworker.co.uk
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 Where has Isis come from?
The IslamIsT group 
Isis is a product of 
the West’s imperialist 
wars and the impact 
of counter-revolution 
in the region. 

Its reactionary, 
sectarian politics 
gained support in 
the aftermath of the 
Us-led invasion and 
occupation of Iraq. 

sunni and shia 
muslims were played 
off against each other 
and a shia-dominated 
government was 
installed.  

The Western-backed 

Iraqi regime crushed 
popular resistance 
and Isis emerged as 
the strongest sunni 
opposition force. 

In syria the rise of 
Isis has been fuelled 
by the success of the 

counter-revolution of 
dictator, Bashar al-
assad.

assad was happy to 
see Isis forces attack 
the popular revolt that 
posed a threat to his 
power. 

Isis had been 
backed by Gulf 
regimes desperate 
to see an end to 
revolution in the 
region. 

Now they support 
the West’s latest 
intervention by 
bombing Isis forces 
they all helped grow. 

 State terror  
 and West’s  
 wars helped  
 create an  
 Isis fighter   
by Ken Olende

The revelaTion that the isis 
executioner known in the Western 
media as “Jihadi John” was 
londoner Mohammed emwazi 
has unleashed a new flood of 
islamophobia.

Emwazi moved to Britain with his 
family from Kuwait when he was 
six years old and grew up in west 
London.

He has achieved notoriety for 
beheading prisoners in videos for 
Isis. One former classmate said, “I 
don’t know what happened in his 
life to turn him into this.”

Emwazi’s family came to Britain 
after the Western victory in first Gulf 
war. But anyone who tried to point 
to the West’s wars or state persecu-
tion of Muslims to give context for 
his actions has been vilified.

The media singled out detainees’ 
rights organisation Cage for attack. 

A spokesperson said that Emwazi 
had been driven to violence after 
persecution from British intelli-
gence and before this he had been 
“extremely gentle”.

It showed how MI5 had attempted 
to recruit him.

Cage had earlier revealed that 
Michael Adebolajo, who killed sol-
dier Lee Rigby, had also been tar-
geted for recruitment by MI5.

Emwazi was so distressed by his 
treatment that he told the Daily Mail 
newspaper in 2010 and 2011 that he 
was considering killing himself. 

He told the paper, “I’ll take as 
many pills as I can so that I will 
sleep for ever.”

Yet commentators includ-
ing Labour’s Yvette Cooper 
have  compla ined that 
stronger anti-terrorism laws 
are needed.

The media tried to 
decide whether he 
had been radical-
ised at school or 
university. 

The government 
has just passed its 
Prevent strategy 
against radicali-
sation into law. 

It has reaffirmed that it is banning 
people who promote “hate speech” 
in schools and colleges.

Mohammed Kozbar is vice pres-
ident of the Muslim Association of 
Britain and chair of the Finsbury 
Park mosque. 

He told Socialist Worker. “They 
say that no one who promotes hate 
speech can talk. But what does that 
mean?

“Just last week I was at a meet-
ing where someone got up and said 
I should not be allowed to speak. He 
didn’t know me or my views.”

Mohammed said this was an 
attempt to silence Muslims.

“Some people want to stop 
Muslims speaking regardless of 
their views on different issues,” he 
explained.

“Look at my mosque. Women are 
more active than men. 

“The women’s committee has 
good relationships with women 
at the local churches. It has 
arranged visits to synagogues. But 
the media doesn’t want to know 
about this side.”

He urged people to take to 
the streets against racism.

“I think the Stand Up 
to Racism demonstra-
tions on Saturday 21 
March are important. 

“We don’t want to 
go back to things we’ve 
experienced before—
against Jewish people 
or black people.”

bacK stOry
Mohammed emwazi from west 
london has been named as the 
isis fighter “Jihadi John”
lIn emails to a journalist in 2010 
emwazi outlined his harassment 
from mI5
lhe said the persecution made 
him consider killing himself
lRight wingers have seized on 
the revelations to try and ramp up 
yet more Islamophobia
land labour’s Yvette Cooper 
is among those calling for even 
tougher anti-terror laws

racisTs aTTacked mosques following the murder of soldier lee rigby in 2013 Picture: Guy Smallman 

Moazzam Begg—‘Government 
tries to turn us against each other’
>>>from page one
it as an excuse to do what they 
wanted to do.

“There was no Al Qaida in 
Iraq in 2003. So the intelligence 
services may not be responsible 
directly for ‘Jihadi John’s’ 
actions, but they are responsible 
indirectly.”

The US and Britain invaded 
Iraq to reassert control over the 
region.

 A unified resistance looked 
likely to push the imperialist 
invaders out so they used divide 
and rule tactics to set different 
groups of Iraqis against each 
other.

Moazzam has experienced the 
West’s brutality firsthand. 

When he was held at Bagram 
he was stripped naked by 
soldiers, spat at, punched and 
kicked. 

Dogs were also brought in to 
salivate over prisoners.

And last year he was thrown 
into prison accused of supporting 
terrorism—when he was working 
for the release of Isis hostage 
Alan Henning.

“Jihadi John” first became 
known when he executed the 
British aid worker.

“The foreign office refused 
to allow me to make a televised 
appeal on his behalf,” Moazzam 
said. “It thwarted my attempts.

“It said that it sent my letter 
through private channels to Isis. 
What private channels did it have 
to Isis?”

He said that the racist backlash 
in the media is part of an 

Islamophobic agenda that goes 
right to the top.

“The Islamophobic, racist, 
anti-immigrant media is milking 
it,” he said. 

“It is suggesting that the terror 
threat is much worse than it is.

“They are using the language 
of fear. 

“Racists have now put on suits 
and are slowly getting more 
acceptable.”

But Moazzam is confident that 
we can take them on if we refuse 
to let them divide us.

“We must expose them as 
the racists they are, as the 
Islamophobes they are and as the 
supporters of the ruling elite that 
they are,” he said.

“This government understands 
the politics of divide and rule. 

“They are trying to turn us 
against one another. 

“People showed how to 
respond in Newcastle last 
weekend when they came 
together against the racists in 
Pegida (see page 20). 

“It reminds us that they are 
few and we are many.”Mohammed kozbar

isis fighter

 Right tries to whip up a  
 frenzy around migrants
The RIGhT wing press 
is outraged because 
the government has 
failed to meet its 
immigration targets. 

Net immigration 
rose to 300,000 
last year, yet the 
government had 
promised it would fall. 

In 2011 David 
Cameron said 
immigration would be 
reduced to “tens of 
thousands each year, 
not the hundreds of 
thousands every year 
that we have seen over 
the last decade”.

The Tories want the 
advantages of more 
workers coming but 
also want to stir up 
racism to distract 
workers from blaming 
them for austerity. 

and sun newspaper 
columnist Trevor 
Kavanagh spun 
together immigration 
and terrorism on 
monday of this week. 

he admitted that 
most migrants are 
from the european 
Union but claimed 
“large numbers are 
muslims with shadowy 
pasts and dubious 
loyalties.” 

he concluded that 
immigration is “the 
elephant in the room”.

a few days earlier 
the paper’s columnist 
Kelvin macKenzie 
ranted, “The old 
saying that not all 
muslims are terrorists, 
but all terrorists are 
muslims has never 
been truer.” 

he managed to 
distort the finding of 
a recent poll showing 
that most British 
muslims identify with 
Britain. 

he suggested 
that anyone who 
sympathised with 
the reasons why 
the Charlie hebdo 
attackers were 
angry automatically 
supported the killings. 

Immigration and 

security minister 
James Brokenshire 
responded to the 
figures.

he said they were 
“disappointing” and 
that “Uncontrolled, 
mass immigration 
makes it difficult 
to maintain social 
cohesion, puts 
pressure on public 
services and can force 
down wages.”

But even a major 
study by the london 
school of economics 
found last week that 
this was not true.

It said that 
immigration did 
not force down 
wages or lead to 
unemployment.

kelvin Mackenzie

‘We won’t spy on students’
The government’s 
Prevent strategy 
makes it a legal 
requirement for 
teachers, lecturers, 
landlords and 
benefits staff to 
report behaviour that 
could be related to 
“radicalisation”.

sean Vernell is 

the secretary of the 
lecturers’ UCU union 
at City and Islington 
College in north 
london. 

he told socialist 
Worker, “The 
government says it is 
stopping ‘hate speech’ 
in our universities and 
colleges. 

“But what it is really 
asking is for lecturers 
to spy on their 
students. The Tory 
strategy is targeting 
muslims. 

“UCU is completely 
opposed to 
scapegoating muslims 
and UCU reps will be 
organising against it.” 
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Moazzam Begg

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

ISIS---the Real pRoblem 
IS WeSteRn ImpeRIalISm

 M
uslims face a new 
racist crackdown 
after the identity of 
“Jihadi John” was 
revealed.

The fact that he was brought 
up and educated in london 
has led to a moral panic about 
muslims and “radicalisation”.

The Tories and media have 
called for yet more surveillance 
and laws to police muslims.

They want all muslims to be 
seen as a potential threat. 

in this atmosphere anyone who 
tries to look at the reasons for 
the growth of isis is accused of 
being an “apologist for terror”.

The campaigning group 
cage talked of its dealings with 
“Jihadi John” and pointed to the 
harassment he faced from mi5. 

Now cage faces a loss of 
funding, and organisations that 
have worked with it, such as 
amnesty international, are under 
attack.

cage’s bank accounts 
were frozen after its leading 
representative, moazzam Begg, 
was arrested last year. He was 
released without any charge.

We are constantly told we 
have to “do something” about 
isis as the media replays video 

clips of the terrible beheadings of 
hostages.

But “doing something” usually 
means some sort of Western 
military intervention in the region.

This will never be a solution. 
The Western imperialist powers 
are not just part of the problem—
they are the problem.

Western wars, occupations, 
bombings and backing for brutal 
dictators has killed, maimed and 
impoverished millions in the 
region.

We don’t know the names of 
the many victims of these actions. 

Their families’ grief is not 
played out constantly on 
our television screens or on 
newspaper front pages.

The actions of isis are brutal. 
But its violence does not match 
the scale of atrocities inflicted on 
people in the middle east by the 
West and its allies.

The West has helped create, 
fund and arm sectarian militia in 
iraq. 

That was an important part 
of a strategy to win dominance 
in the country after the invasion 
that brought down saddam 
Hussein—a former Western ally.

Now these sectarian groups 
have taken root and the divisions 
deliberately fostered by the West 
are deeper than ever.

shia militia hunt down sunni 
isis forces and sunnis then look to 
isis for protection. 

Yet such groups offer nothing 
to the majority of ordinary iraqis. 
isis is no liberation movement, 
whether in iraq or syria. 

it is a reactionary, sectarian 
force that opposes united popular 
resistance to imperialism and 
dictatorships.

Trying to understand it is 
not a crime. But creating more 
wars abroad and persecution of 
muslims at home should be.

We have to say no to 
the West’s wars and no to 
islamophobia.

RISe up to Save planet
ProTesTers marching in 

london this saturday will say 
it is time to act on climate 

change. They are right.
every month for the past 

30 years has been hotter than 
average. That fact rams home how 
our climate is changing.

The consequences could be 
disastrous if climate change is left 
unchecked. Yet negotiations for a 
treaty on greenhouse emissions 
are moving at a glacial pace.

Politicians set targets to be met 
decades in the future—and pass 

policies that increase emissions.
every year of business as 

usual increases the total amount 
of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere and the amount of 
warming this creates.

and every power station, 
vehicle or building built for a fossil 
fuel economy will make it harder 
to switch to a sustainable system.

Yet our rulers seem unable to 
change course.

energy minister ed Davey got 
a public dressing down for simply 
acknowledging that fossil fuels 

may not be used forever.
climate campaigners are 

sometimes warned not to make 
their demands too radical. 

We’re told overthrowing 
capitalism has to wait until we’ve 
dealt with climate change.

But as Naomi Klein argued in 
her popular book This changes 
everything, climate change only 
makes the fight for a different 
system more urgent.

We haven’t time to wait for the 
politicians and bosses. our only 
hope lies in defeating them.

the West helped 
create, fund and 
arm sectarian 
militia that have 
now taken root

‘‘ 
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 Resistance can beat  
 the Eurogroup rulers
Was Margaret thatcher right? Is there really no 
alternative? this is what many people are asking after 
the new greek government, led by syriza (the Coalition of 
the radical Left), backed down and signed an agreement 
with the eurogroup of finance ministers in Brussels two 
weeks ago.

Underlying this question are two connected arguments. 
The narrower argument is that Syriza had no alternative 
given the way it was boxed in. In particular, the European 
Central Bank made it clear that it was willing to cut off the 
lifeline of money that was keeping the Greek banks afloat.

Even if this argument were correct, it was wrong of the 
Greek government to present the outcome as a victory. 

Yanis Varoufakis, the finance minister, boasted, “We have 
great success. We were alone but became the majority” in 
the Eurogroup.

But under the Brussels agreement, the “Institutions” will 
dole out money—including sums promised to Greece ages 
ago—in dribs and drabs as long as the Athens government 
continues to privatise and cut for the next four months. Then 
there will be new negotiations for a third bailout, with yet 
more of the same treatment.

Far from becoming the majority, the Greeks found 
themselves isolated. Other governments that have suffered 
austerity—Ireland, Portugal, and Spain—rallied behind 
Germany. Varoufakis and the Greek prime minister, Alexis 
Tsipras, should have been open that the programme on 
which they were elected—that pledged to end austerity—
has suffered a setback.

Then there is a broader argument. As I pointed out nearly 
three years ago in the International Socialism journal, 
Syriza’s economic strategy suffers from “a fundamental 
contradiction”. Namely, it seeks an end to austerity within 
the Eurozone and on the basis of negotiations with the 
dominant forces in the European Union.

Stamped
It was this strategy that was defeated a fortnight ago. The 
Eurogroup brutally stamped on Syriza’s efforts to address 
what they rightly describe as the “humanitarian crisis” 
caused by nearly five years of austerity.

But there is an alternative. It would involve being prepared 
to withdraw from the euro, impose capital controls and 
nationalise the banks. This was the programme of Antarsya, 
the Front of the Anticapitalist Left, in the Greek elections, 
and is supported by the left within Syriza. Syriza MP Costas 
Lapavitsas has spelled out the economic rationale in detail.

The obvious objection to this is the strong support for 
staying in the euro shown in all Greek opinion polls. But it 
isn’t quite a simple as this. 

Stathis Kouvelakis of the Syriza Left Platform has pointed 
out that Tsipras and Varoufakis failed during the election 
campaign to pose even the possibility that a choice might 
have to be made between staying in the euro and ending 
austerity.

This undermined Varoufakis’s negotiating position. The 
fact that he ruled out “Grexit”—Greece leaving the euro—in 
advance meant he had nothing to threaten the Eurogroup 
with.

The German government, by contrast, let it be known 
that they were willing to contemplate “Grexit”. They may 
have been bluffing—a forced Greek departure from the euro 
would have sent shockwaves through the global financial 
system. 

But, despite the fact that Varoufakis is an academic expert 
on this kind of bargaining, his negotiating position meant he 
was unable to call the Germans’ bluff. But the fundamental 
point isn’t about tactics. Nor is it about honesty as a moral 
virtue. It’s about the politics of social transformation.

What we have seen since the Greek elections is just how 
powerful and ruthless the economic and political forces 
ranged against Syriza are. Austerity can only be defeated 
through a sustained and self-organised mobilisation of the 
Greek masses that appeals for international solidarity.

This will only happen if the leaders of the Greek left are 
open about the obstacles facing them—and about their 
defeats as well as their victories. 

The Greek struggle has only just started, and we need to 
learn the lessons of its opening phase.

 Splits in Syriza after leaders  
 sign deal for more austerity
by Dave Sewell

greeCe’s Left wing gov-
ernment began a new test 
last week as it returned 
from eurozone negotia-
tions to face its supporters 
at home.

Radical left party Syriza 
was elected to end the aus-
terity forced on Greece by 
its creditors. Yet faced with 
looming debt repayments 
and a bank run, it signed up 
to a four-month extension 
deal that keeps most of that 
austerity intact.

The government is trying 
to find ways of meeting 
some of its promises within 
the constraints of the agree-
ment. And its support in the 
polls has surged after people 
saw it trying to take on the 
architects of austerity.

But there is emerging 
opposition to the deal—
including inside Syriza. Some 
41 percent of its central com-
mittee backed a motion 
from the Left Platform group 
rejecting the agreement.

Prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras was set to decide 
whether to put the agree-
ment to a vote in parliament 
and risk a backbench rebel-
lion as Socialist Worker went 
to press.

Torrential
Thousands of supporters of 
the Communist Party rallied 
against the agreement last 
week. And up to 1,000 people 
braved a torrential thunder-
storm for a rally called by 
anti-capitalist left coalition 
Antarsya.

Antarsya councillor Petros 
Constantinou told Socialist 
Worker, “We don’t recog-
nise the debt, and we want 
a fight against the bankers’ 
blackmail.”

Teachers rallied outside 
their union leaders’ first 
meeting with the new minis-
ter on Thursday of last week.

Evangelia,  a teacher 
sacked by the last govern-
ment, told Workers Solidarity 
newspaper, “We’ve been on 
the streets fighting to get our 
jobs back for 20 months. 

“The new government 
is taking back its promises 
and that’s a message for us 

to continue the fight.”
And 200 African migrants 

and anti-racists protested 
last Saturday in memory 
of Mohamed Kamara, who 
died after falling into a coma 
while in detention.

Syriza has promised to end 
the camps where thousands 
of migrants are detained in 
horrific conditions.

An alarming reminder of 
the threat of fascism came as 
vandals defaced a monument 
to activist and rapper Pavlos 
Fyssas with Nazi graffiti. 

Fyssas was murdered in 
2013 by members of the fas-
cist Golden Dawn party.

Golden Dawn’s leadership 
is in jail awaiting trial. 

But the president of par-
liament—equivalent to the 
speaker in Britain—tried to 

delay a vote so its MPs could 
take part. 

Petros said, “This is a 
crucial moment for shap-
ing the opposition. There 
are high expectations in the 
government. 

“And it’s a time of prepa-
ration—lots of workers are 
holding assemblies to decide 
what they will do.

“It’s very important the 
anti-capitalist left raises 
demands that point to an 
alternative, a workers’ way 
out of the crisis. 

“And we can’t allow the 
fascists any space to say that 
they are now the opposition.”

teaChers raLLyIng in athens (Above, picture: Workers 
solidarity) and alexis tsipras (left)

 Hundreds debate socialist strategy
Up to 300 people came 
to a debate on Syriza and 
socialist strategy in central 
London on Wednesday 
of last week. the debate 
was organised by the 
International Socialism 
journal (ISJ).

Stathis Kouvelakis, from 
Syriza’s central committee, 
spoke alongside ISJ editor 
Alex Callinicos. 

Stathis said he was 
“deeply worried” following 
the disastrous eurozone 
deal. But he argued, “the 
possibility of Syriza’s 
failure does not cancel its 
victory.”

He said, “32 general 

strikes and hundreds of 
thousands of people taking 
to the streets haven’t 
succeeded in defeating a 
single measure.” Syriza 
translated these movements 
into a “challenge to power”.

Alex celebrated how 
events in Greece had 
put “the great strategic 
debates” about how to 
beat capitalism back on 
the agenda. But he warned 
that the strategy advocated 
by Syriza’s left wing 
understated the threat 
from within the state.
For more go to socialistworker.
co.uk and watch the debate at  
bit.ly/1zzG4T5stathis Kouvelakis

German left                  
backs cuts
the german parliament 
endorsed the deal 
with greece by an 
overwhelming majority on 
friday of last week.                                     

Even most of the left party 
Die Linke backed it in 
“solidarity” with Syriza 
 
But Die Linke MPs 
Christine Buchholz, Inge 
Höger and Ulla Jelpke 
refused to back the deal 
 
They argued, “With our no 
vote we want to strengthen 
the solidarity with Greece 
and opposition to cuts”

On other pages...
Fury after Us cops shoot homeless 
man dead >>Page 8
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Savile had 
links right 
up to top of 
society
Victims were ignored because of 
abuser’s connections to the rich and 
powerful, writes Sadie Robinson

A new report has shone a light 
on the links between disgraced 
celebrity Jimmy Savile and the 
elite. But it leaves many ques-
tions unanswered.

Buckinghamshire Healthcare 
NHS Trust commissioned the report 
to look at Savile’s association with 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital. Savile 
volunteered as a porter there in 
1969.

But it isn’t known why Savile 
was introduced to the hospital as 
all those involved in the decision 
are now dead.

In 1980 Margaret Thatcher’s gov-
ernment appointed him to “fund-
raise for, and lead the commission-
ing process of, the new National 
Spinal Injuries Centre (NSIC).”

The report said, “Margaret 
Thatcher actively sponsored and 
supported Savile. Witnesses were 
at pains to say that this level 
of endorsement should not be 
underplayed”.

Savile sexually abused 60 
people connected with the hospi-
tal between 1969 and 1992. They 
included patients, visitors and NHS 
workers. The abuse ranged from 
inappropriate touching to rape.

Intimidated
Many victims didn’t report the 
abuse. Some feared they would be 
asked to leave the hospital or felt 
intimidated because Savile was a 
powerful celebrity.

Victims made nine informal com-
plaints between 1972 and 1985 
and one formal complaint was 
made. None were taken seriously 
and many times victims were not 
believed.

Several witnesses said Savile was 
known as a “dirty old man”. Hospital 
workers said he was “creepy” and 
“had a fondness for taking bodies 
to the mortuary”. But workers said 
it seemed impossible to challenge 
him as senior bosses saw Savile as 
a “valued friend of the hospital”.

Health authority boss Allan 
Bailey said Savile was “well con-
nected politically”. 

H o s p i t a l  m a n a g e r  K e n 

Cunningham described first meet-
ing Savile in 1991. “He was talking 
to the Duchess of York, and I was 
kept waiting for a few minutes,” he 
recalled.

Savile was considered for a 
knighthood four times between 
1984 and 1988.

In April 1986 Thatcher enquired 
“whether Savile would be consid-
ered for the Birthday Honours List, 
and said she would like his name 
to continue to be considered in the 
future”.

Thatcher was “disappointed” he 
was not put forward for a knight-
hood in November that year. In 
1990 he finally received one.

The report described “Savile’s 
ability to summon the media in his 
defence”.

In 1999 Savile became unhappy 
at changes made to the NSIC and 
“launched a full-scale media offen-
sive against the NHS Trust Board.”

On 22 June Savile wrote to Ken 
Cunningham advising that his fund-
ing of the NSIC was “on hold”. 

Over the next two weeks 12 
media outlets contacted the NHS 
Trust boss about the planned 
changes, including several national 
newspapers.

back story
Hundreds of people have told 
police investigation Operation 
Yewtree that Savile abused them
lSavile’s connections helped 
him continue
lHe spent 11 New Years 
celebrations with Margaret 
Thatcher
lCops attended Friday “coffee 
clubs”at Savile’s flat.
lPolice received at least 13 
reports of Savile’s abuse between 
1963 and 2009 but victims were 
dismissed Anti-racists march through Margate 

to stand up to Ukip at its conference
Up TO 700 people protested 
against Ukip in Margate last 
Saturday as the racist party held 
its spring conference. The demo 
included local anti-racists, students 
and trade unionists.

Some, such as Juliet Bott, came 
not as part of any group but simply 
because she wanted to make a 
stand against Ukip.

Juliet told Socialist Worker, “I 
dislike Ukip’s focus on holding 
immigrants responsible for all the 
ills of society.

“It’s important that people come 
out and object, otherwise Ukip can 
seem more legitimate.”

petr Jano lives in the Cliftonville 
area of Margate. It’s part of 
the South Thanet constituency 
that Ukip leader Nigel Farage is 
targeting in May’s general election.

Better
petr told Socialist Worker, “I 
came to England from the Czech 
Republic nearly nine years ago. 
There are many Czech and Slovak 
people living in Cliftonville who 
came here because they want a 
better life.

“We haven’t had a problem 
with racism. But now it is 
very dangerous because Nigel 

Farage has come here with his 
nationalism.”

Drivers beeped their horns in 
support and gave demonstrators 
the thumbs up as the march 
wound through Margate. 

A group of students from Kent 
university on the march were 
angry at the mainstream media for 
giving the impression that Kent is 
full of racists.

Hannah McIntosh is the 
women’s officer there. She told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s become 
personal for us. There is a diverse 
culture at Kent university with lots 
of international students.

Blamed
“We’ve come to know these people 
well and now they are being 
blamed for everything.”

Student Harriet Cash added 
that Ukip’s attacks on migrants 
had made racists more confident. 
“It’s just scapegoating,” she said. 
“But it’s made it so that it’s ok for 
people to say racist things that 
they wouldn’t have said before.”

Farage pretends that he’s on 
the side of working class people. 
Marchers knew better. 

Caron Carter came with a group 
from the CWU union.

“He tries to act like he’s the 
average man on the street,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “He’s 
nothing like it. The average person 
is going to food banks.”

Caron said Ukip’s 
anti-immigrant rhetoric was 
“unbelievable”. “We’re a diverse 
society,” she said. “But every time 
one of his party gives an interview 
they come out with something 
racialist.”

MArcHing On Ukip racists last Saturday Picture: Guy Smallman

 
Stand Up to Ukip supporters 
leafleted in Middleton near 
rochdale, greater Manchester, 
on Saturday of last week.
A lot of people were friendly, took 

leaflets and signed the signup 
sheet. 
Some told us how pleased they 

were that we were there leafleting.
There were some racists and 

some Ukip supporters, but they 
didn’t seem confident. 
After the leafleting, the general 

feeling was buoyant. 
Whenever people join us 

leafleting in Middleton and 
Heywood they are pleasantly 
surprised by the potential for 
putting an anti-racist argument.  
Adam Rose

on other pages...
How to fight the sexist system 
>>Pages 14&15
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Fury as US 
cops shoot 
homeless 
man dead
Killing of an unarmed black man in 
California is latest police atrocity to 
be filmed, Annette Mackin reports

A video has emerged showing 
cops in California shooting dead 
a homeless black man as he lay 
on the ground.

The victim was known on the 
street as “Africa”. Reports say he 
had started living on the street 
recently and had been receiving 
treatment for mental illness for ten 
years.

His killing took place at a home-
less camp on Skid Row in central 
Los Angeles (LA), close to the city’s 
financial district. 

The video shows cops dragging a 
man to the ground and piling on top 
of him in front of outraged onlook-
ers and appearing to use a stun gun. 

A woman picks up a police baton 
and is pushed to the floor and 
restrained by officers.

A shot rings out followed by four 
more in quick succession and the 
man lies still on the ground.

Witnesses walk up to confront 
the officers in disbelief. The person 
filming the video says, “Why did 
y’all shoot that man? They just shot 
that man right there. 

“Six police just killed this man. 
Ain’t nobody got no gun. That man 
is dead now.”

Anger begins to grow as a crowd 
gathers. Another onlooker is heard 
telling cops, “You guys are fucking 
cowards.”

Cops claim that they were called 
to the scene after reports of a 
robbery.

Subdue
They say they tried to subdue the 
man but he had “continued fighting 
and resisting”.

As they restrained him on the 
ground an officer is heard saying 
“drop the gun”. But LA police 
commander Andrew Smith has 
confirmed no gun was found at the 
scene. He said three officers, includ-
ing a sergeant, had fired their guns 
at the man on the ground.

The officers have been placed on 
leave pending the outcome of an 
investigation. 

The killing has provoked fury. 
Black Lives Matter protesters 

gathered in the rain in Pershing 
Square, less than a mile from the 
scene, on Sunday night.

Last year police killings of 
unarmed black people sparked 
weeks of protests.

Justice
Tens of thousands of people 
marched for justice in cities across 
the US.

Another clip emerged last month 
of a police shooting in New Jersey.

A police dashboard camera shows 
Jerame Reid and a friend being 
pulled over by cops Braheme Days 
and Roger Worley on 30 December 
last year.

Days is seen ordering Jerame out 
of the car saying, “If you reach for 
something, you’re going to be fuck-
ing dead.”

Jerame tells him he isn’t reaching 
for anything and tries to push his 
way out of the car with his hands 
up. Both officers open fire, killing 
Jerame.

The website Killed By Police has 
estimated that some 136 people 
have died at the hands of US cops in 
2015 alone. That’s one person killed 
every eight hours.

Back story
Police killings of unarmed black 
men sparked protests last year
lRiots followed the shooting 
of Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri
lWithin weeks cops in New York 
were caught on camera choking 
Eric Garner. His last words were 
“I can’t breathe”
lLast month cops in New Jersey 
were filmed on their dashboard 
camera shooting Jerame Reid
lSome 136 people are estimated 
to have died at the hands of US 
cops this year already

Tens of thousands of people carried photos of Boris nemtsov through Moscow

48 arrests in clampdown on socialists
SoUTH AfRICAN police have 
arrested 49 activists after opening 
fire on two protests on Thursday 
of last week. These include Trevor 
Ngwane, a well known figure in 
anti-privatisation campaigns.

Many of those arrested are 
members of the Democratic Left 
front (DLf), which includes the 
Socialist Workers Party’s sister 
organisation.

The 15 people arrested in 
Tsakane, east of Johannesburg, 
are accused of public violence and 
looting. But they were arrested at 
11am and police say looting began 
at 1pm. 

Protests there began on 
Monday of last week against the 
disconnection of illegal electricity 
connections by the Red Ants, a 

paramilitary private security firm. 
Police came in to support the Red 
Ants on Thursday and 
opened fire with 
rubber bullets.

one child 
was killed and 
another seriously 
injured.

Residents of 
Thembelihle, 
near Soweto, had 
been protesting 
over housing 
and water 
supplies. 
Police 
opened fire 
and several 
protesters 
were 

hospitalised. Witnesses believe 
police were using live rounds.

This appears to be part of a 
crackdown from above targeting 
leadership figures.

The ANC government is 
scared of a growing mood of 
resistance. It is particularly 
worried by the coming launch 

of the United front launched by 
the largest union Numsa. 

Those arrested were held in 
custody for several days. 

They urgently need 
money to help with 

their legal fees. 
Ken Olende

Anyone who can 
help should contact 
Charlie Kimber 
charlie@swp.org.uk

RUSSia

 Mass march after Putin critic is murdered
Tens of thousands of people 
marched through Moscow on 
sunday of last week following 
the murder of opposition figure 
Boris nemtsov.

The protest was originally 
called against president 
vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine. 
Marchers chanted “Russia 
without Putin”.

nemtsov’s killer remains 

unknown. Putin’s allies had 
demonised him because of 
his opposition to the wars in 
Ukraine and Chechnya.

As governor of nizhny 
novogorod region in 1991, 
nemtsov pushed through free 
market “shock therapy”.

He was deputy prime 
minister during Boris Yeltsin’s 
corrupt presidency. nemtsov 

was forced to resign after the 
1998 financial crash. 

This reflects tensions in the 
Russian ruling class. 

Protesting against the war 
in Russia is getting harder as 
Putin cracks down on dissent. 

The nemtsov protest shows 
it’s still possible. But it will 
take workers’ struggle to beat 
the regime and the oligarchs.

SoUth aFRica

More online...
Ferguson: the fear and the fury 
socialistworker.co.uk/art/38868/E Leading campaigner Trevor ngwane
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NHS robbed of 
thirty nurses
disgraced cash for 
access Tory MP Malcolm 
rifkind’s role in the 
awarding of an NHs 
contract to alliance 
Medical is being 
questioned. 

rifkind is a director of 
the private company that 
won the bid to deliver 
cancer scanning services 
in North staffordshire, 
despite a rival NHs bid 
being £7 million cheaper. 

That money could’ve 
been used to employ an 
extra 30 nurses over the 
10 years of the contract.

Fran Manning
West London

Care UK sells 
off services
i read that care UK 
is to sell off three of 
its divisions including 
learning disabilities 
services. so we could be 
sold to another company.

everybody wonders 
what is happening. We 
struck against them for 
the best part of last year. 

i’d be glad to see them 
go. We were right to strike 
for what we believed in. 

Privatisation has done 
nothing for us. Labour did 
not fight for us, but now 
they’re using the NHs as 
a vote catcher. it should 
have supported us NHs 
staff from the start.

Theresa Rollinson
Doncaster

Not lovin’ the 
tax dodging
McdoNaLds has 
dodged more than £800 
million tax in Britain 
between 2009 and 
2013, according to new 
research.

all made possible by 
shifting its european 
intellectual property 
and franchising rights 
to a Luxembourg-based 
subsidiary—with just 13 
employees. 

i bet they’re lovin’ it.
George Connelly

Vancouver

Fifty shades of 
neoliberalism
doN’T KNoW about 
Fifty shades of grey, 
but all the three main 
parties are offering in the 
general election are Fifty 
shades of Neoliberalism. 

We are all expected to 
enjoy sado-austerity. But 
it looks to me as if the 
people inflicting it are 
enjoying the experience 
a lot more than those 
suffering it. 

John Newsinger
Brighton

Just a 
thought...

Police boss stephen House

Demand SNP gives top cop the boot
Anger is building about 
Police scotland’s stop and 
search policy. The policy 
has been rolled out since 
the controversial creation 
of a single scottish force 
under top cop stephen 
House. This has led to more 
stops per year than are 
performed by London’s Met.

There is particular 
concern about “consensual” 
stops of children as young 
as nine. After a debate in 
parliament the police said 
they would cease the 
practice. But they simply 
continued as before.

When challenged on this, 
House arrogantly accused 

MsPs of political 
interference. Under 
parliamentary scrutiny last 
week he gave very poor 
justifications for the policy 
and his behaviour.

it comes just months 
after the row about House’s 

policy of having some 
officers on routine duties 
armed. People have been 
shocked to see armed police 
on traffic duty or policing a 
peaceful demo.

There are demands for 
legislation to ensure that all 
stop and search is statutory 
and the police obey the law.

scottish first minister 
nicola sturgeon has 
replaced Kenny McAskill, 
the justice minister who 
supported these policies. 
now she needs to demand 
the resignation of stephen 
House.

Margaret Woods
Glasgow

A call for 
solidarity
An increasingly repressive 
Tory government in spain 
has ordered the arrest and 
jailing of seven anarchists 
in Catalonia.

They have been 
transferred to a court in 
Madrid. An effective defence 
cannot be prepared as they 
haven’t been charged. 

i urge socialist Worker 
readers to support protests 
on Friday of this week in 
London, Dublin, Belfast and 
edinburgh (12 noon to 
2pm, spanish Consulate, 
Castle st).  

The excuse of fighting 
“terrorism” is being used in 
spain, as in Britain, to 
attack our rights and 
freedoms. international 
solidarity is crucial.   

Gordon Davie
Edinburgh

Ukippers are 
repugnant
Another dAy, another 
expulsion from Ukip. this 
time it’s thanet councillor 
rozanne duncan who 
said she really has a 
problem with people with 
“negroid features”.

I have lost count how 
many people Ukip has 
expelled for such racist 
views. I suspect there are 
plenty still in the party 
and believe it’s more than 
happy to have them—
until they are uncovered.

I thank Socialist Worker 
for its excellent reporting 
that exposes racism in 
society. And I encourage 
readers to join the 
anti-racist demonstrations 
on 21 March. I will be 
marching in Cardiff.

Martin Webb
Swindon

End the nightmare of 
railway privatisation 
sinCe PrivATisATion the 
cost of rail travel has risen 
disproportionately com-
pared to inflation. 

But the standards of 
virtually every rail company 
has dropped year on year.

The east Coast mainline 
franchise made a profit of 
£13 million last year with 
the cash returned to the 
Treasury. 

This is in stark contrast 
to northern rail. it has 
shocking punctuality 
records and a record of 
treating its staff appallingly. 

northern rail plans to 

temporarily plug a gap in 
its rolling stock with ageing 
old London Tube trains to 
replace even older and 
more unreliable Pacers.

We need decent prices 
and comfortable, reliable 
trains, adequately staffed 
by workers with decent 
conditions.

But rail bosses only care 
about profits and their own 
bonuses.  The only way to 
ensure they are run in our 
interests is to renationalise 
the railways.

Katrina Lawrie
Wigan

We don’t need to accept the 
rubbish the media dishes up 
tV CoMpAny Love productions 
came to Southampton’s derby 
road this year to make a series 
about immigration in the style of 
last year’s Benefits Street.  

this would have pushed 
immigration further up the political 
agenda ahead of the election. 

A campaign of local opposition 
made sure they did not succeed.

people worried that distorted 
and sensational coverage might 
cause divisions in the community 
and could open the area up to the 
attention of the far right. 

people were aware of the harm 
that had been caused to some of 
those portrayed in Benefits Street 
in Birmingham.

And they’re angry at Channel 4’s 

title Immigration Street. Just as in 
Benefits Street most residents are 
not actually on benefits, so in 
Immigration Street are most not 
immigrants. 

Many peoples’ families have 
lived in the area for two or three 
generations. But it seems that for 
Channel 4 if you don’t have white 
skin then you are automatically an 
immigrant.

Local residents set up a 
campaign to oppose the making of 
the programmes. there were 
several large public meetings and 
a demonstration outside Channel 4 
headquarters in London. 

Many homes and shops carried 
window posters against the filming.

What the producers ended up 

with fell far short of their 
intentions. Very few locals were 
willing to take part.

Much of the programme focused 
on the difficulties the production 
team faced because of 
overwhelming local opposition. 

the result was a mean spirited 
attempt to portray the area as 
violent and criminal. 

Just one episode was made, 
rather than six. And the viewing 
figures were much lower than for 
Benefits Street.

the success of the campaign 
shows that we don’t have to just 
sit back and accept any old 
rubbish the media dishes up.

Ian Hogg
Southampton
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Ain’t nothing going on but the rent Selling off the NHS one bed at a time

Downton Britain—blame the Etonians
Share of income going to richest 1%

£1,533
increased cost of  
pre-school childcare  
per year since 2010

10,000
NHS hospital beds in England gone since the coalition came in. 

That’s five beds per day for five years

£13,500,000,000
worth of deals to run and manage NHS services 

advertised since the government removed restrictions 
 on who can bid for NHS contracts.

Richest 10% control  
54.1% of wealth in Britain

Five richest families have 
more than the country’s 
poorest 20%

GoinG up

26% 
average pay increase for 
fat cat bosses since 2010 

160
number years a worker on an 
average wage would have to 
work to get what a boss of the 
top 100 companies gets in a 
year 

80 3.5bn=
The 80 richest people on Earth currently
own the same wealth as the poorest 3.5bn

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
2008 2010 2012 2014

Individuals in households below 
the minimum income standard 
(two thirds of the average wage)

households
with children 

working age 
households
without children 

For every £1 of NHS contracts 
sold, 15p has been contracted to 
Tory supporters 
That is £1,500,000,000 in  
the last two years

MAke the 
rich pAy
£7,000,000,000,000

amount held by individuals in offshore tax havens

£120,000,000,000
amount of tax avoided in Britain each year

£14,000,000,000
amount in HSBC tax avoiding accounts

£5,000,000
amount people with HSBC tax  

avoiding accounts gave to the Tories  

6,000 
number of accounts “ripe 

 for investigation” 
 according to tax boss  

David Hartnett who  
then retired and went on  

to consult for HSBC

1 
number of prosecutions60,940 

HomElESS  
HouSEHolDS

 in temporary accomodation as 
of last autumn. That’s the most 

since 2009

635,127 
Empty HomES

in England alone 

poor and  
getting poorer

£240,000  
cost of an 
education  

at Eton

Why is there always money for war?
Some of the largest Ministry 
of Defence equipment 
projects include

£6bn  
on four attack submarines 

£6bn  
on two aircraft 

carriers

 

£5.3bn  
on fighter jets

£2.7bn  
on 25 transporter planes 

£2.7bn 
on tanks

£1.8bn on new missiles

£108bn  
to replace Trident  
nuclear weapons

Each missile is 40 times  
more powerful than the 

Hiroshima bomb that 
killed 140,000 people

Four nuclear submarines 
carry 8 missiles each—

that’s 1,280 times 
more destruction than 

Hiroshima

£2.73bn 
Spent last year on war in 
Afghanistan and the Gulf

How much the poorest 
10% spend on rent

How much the richest 
10% spend on rent

Wages vs consumer price rises since 2008

Length of time wages took to recover from a crash

socialistworker.co.uk  
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What WE 
staNd fOr
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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cONtact 
thE sWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SocialiSt Worker 
branch meetings

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

Barnsley
Have women achieved 
equality?
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm,
YMCA, 
Blucher St, S70 1AP
BrigHton
How can we create one 
million climate jobs?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
Bristol: nortH
50 years after his 
assassination—the 
legacy of Malcolm X
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
5th Floor, The Canteen,
Hamilton House,  
80 Stokes Croft, 
BS1 3QY
Bristol: soutH
50 years after his 
assassination—the 
legacy of Malcolm X
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm,
The Robin Hood,
56 St Michael’s Hill, BS2 8DX
CaMBridge
international Women’s day 
—Marxism and the struggle 
for women’s liberation
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant,
39 Burleigh St, CB1 1DG
Cardiff
Women in revolution
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX
CHelMsford
the roots of racism
Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
ColCHester
george lansbury and the 
rebel councillors of Poplar
Tue 10 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
derBy
Putin, ukraine and the 
West—are we heading 
for another Cold War?
Thu 19 Mar, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL
donCaster
international Women’s day 
—Marxism and the struggle 
for women’s liberation
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm,
Women’s Centre,  
21 Cleveland St, 
DN1 3EH
dorCHester
syriza and socialist strategy
Wed 18 Mar, 7.30pm,
Goldies, 36 High East St, 
DT1 1HN
dundee
a history of women’s 
liberation
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD1 1LL
edinBurgH
is the British economy 
recovering?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL
esseX
to vote or not to vote?
Thu 2 Apr, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
eXeter
syriza and socialist strategy
Thu 19 Mar, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW
glasgoW: nortH
syriza and socialist strategy
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
O’Neill’s in Merchant Square,
71 Albion St, G1 1NY

glasgoW: soutH
a rebel’s guide to 
eleanor Marx
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HarloW
What do we mean by class?
Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
Huddersfield
How radical are the greens?
Wed 11 Mar, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
iPsWiCH
Why we say that workers 
have the power to 
change the world
Tue 7 Apr, 7pm,
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St, IP1 1TF
KirKCaldy
syriza, the greek 
elections and the fight 
against austerity
Mon 9 Mar, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s pub,
297 High St, KY1 1JL 
lanCaster
international Women’s day 
—Marxism and the struggle 
for women’s liberation
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
leaMington sPa
How real is the 
economic recovery?
Thu 2 Apr, 7pm,
The Fox and Vivian,
32 Clarendon Ave, 
CV32 4RZ

leeds: City Centre
the Kurds’ fight for freedom
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm,
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
 2-7 Woodhouse Square,  
LS3 1AD
london: Brent & HarroW
50 years since his 
assassination—the 
legacy of Malcolm X
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1A Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close to 
the station),  
W10 5XL
london: BriXton
Climate change—one 
minute to midnight
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),  
SW2 1EP

london: ealing
a rebel’s guide to 
eleanor Marx
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery,  
185 High St, 
Acton W3 9DJ 
london: HaCKney
international Women’s day 
—Marxism and the struggle 
for women’s liberation
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),  
E5 0PU
london: Hornsey 
and Wood green
How did Hitler 
come to power?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.45pm,
West Indian Cultural Centre,  
9 Clarendon Rd,
Haringey,  
N8 0DD

london: islington
a rebel’s guide to 
eleanor Marx
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
london: leWisHaM
the real tradition of 
international Women’s day
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,  
141 Greenwich High Rd,  
SE10 8JA
london: tottenHaM
How radical are the greens?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd,  
N17 9JB
london: toWer HaMlets
Will greece break the euro?
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm,
Oxford House, Derbyshire St
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),  
E2 6HG
london: WaltHaM forest
50 years since his 
assassination—the 
legacy of Malcolm X
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House,  
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU
ManCHester: CHorlton
50 years after his 
assassination—the 
legacy of Malcolm X
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm,
Proof bar, 30 Manchester Rd,
M21 9PH
MedWay
How can we defend 
education against 
the market?
Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm,
Conference room, 
Riverside Creative Hub,
13 Military Rd, 
Chatham, ME4 4JG
norWiCH
How radical are the greens?
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
nottingHaM
syriza and socialist strategy
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN
oXford
selma—the legacy of Civil 
rights movement and the 
fight against racism
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd), OX4 1YH
PortsMoutH
Marxism and religion
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St, PO5 4EY
rotHerHaM
How do we fight ukip?
Wed 25 Mar, 7pm,
Bridge Inn,
Greasbrough Rd (near the bus 
and train stations), S60 1RB
sHeffield: City Centre
the roots of women’s 
oppression
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre), S1 2JB

soutHaMPton
are the greens a 
radical alternative?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
High Street Cafe,
153 High St, SO14 2BT
sWansea
Women in revolution
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WolverHaMPton 
and Walsall
international Women’s day 
—Marxism and the struggle 
for women’s liberation
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, King St,
WV1 1ST
yorK
greece and the crisis 
in the eurozone
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, 
YO10 4AH

{ }MoveMent  
eventS

london
save our Health service—
vote for the nHs
With Dr Sandhu (consultant), 
Andy Slaughter MP, 
Dr Jillian Creasey (Green 
Party), Dr Jackie Turner 
(Save Our Surgeries), 
Dr Louise Irvine (NHS 
Action Party), Owen Jones
Tue 10 Mar, 7.30pm,
Hammersmith Town Hall, 
King St, W6 9JU.
Organised by London 
Keep Our NHS Public 
Coordinating Committee.
defendlondonsnhs.
wordpress.com
eleanor Marx and 
the radical Women 
of the east end
With Siobhan Brown (author 
of  A Rebel’s Guide to Eleanor 
Marx) and Louise Raw (author 
of Striking A Light: The 
Bryant and May Matchwomen 
and Their Place in History) 
Wed 18 Mar, 6.30pm,
Jagonari Centre,  
183-185 Whitechapel Rd,  
E1 1DN. 
Hosted by Bookmarks 
the socialist bookshop
WaKefield
With Banners Held High
Celebrating the spirit and 
courage of the Miners’ Strike 
30 years on. With films, 
music, theatre and debate
Sat 7 Mar, 11am to 11pm,
Unity Works, Westgate, 
WF1 1EP.
Go to Facebook  
With Banners Held High

stand up to Ukip
CHesterfield
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm,
Market Halls,
Market Place, S40 1PB

london: WaltHaMstoW
With Jo Cardwell (Stand 
up to Ukip), Canon Steve 

Saxby (Walthamstow 
Interfaith Groups),  Glenroi 
Watson (London Region 
RMT), Amal Azzudin (One 
of the Glasgow Girls)
Sat 7 Mar, 2.30pm,
Harmony Hall,  
Truro Rd, E17 7BY

yorK
Tue 10 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Friargate,  
YO1 9RL

Stand up to Racism
BirMingHaM: 
City Centre
With Carol Chinn (writer and 
historian), Aaron Kiely (Unite 
Against Fascism national 
students’ officer), Jo Cardwell 
(Stand up to Ukip), 
Amjid Raza (Dudley Central 
Mosque and Dudley UAF)
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm,
Priory rooms,  
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,  
B4 6AF

lanCaster
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm,
Olive Bar, Gregson Centre,
33 Moorgate, LA1 3PY

london: neWHaM
With Rania Khan (former 
Tower Hamlets councillor), 

Maz Saleem (daughter 
of the late Mohammed 
Saleem), Alex Kenny 
(NUT), Weyman Bennett 
(Unite Against Fascism)
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP

anti-racism public meetings
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PrOteSt On SATURDAY 21 MARCH in 
CARDIFF, GLASGOW AND LONDON 

standuptoracism.org.uk

standuptoukip.org

1 Bloomsbury street,  london WC1B 3Qe l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Bookmarks the socialist bookshop

£9.99£3 £2 £2
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A US political thriller of murder, corruption and deceit 
netflix 
houSe of cardS
Directed by David Fincher 
Netflix.com 
Third season out now 

This star-spangled series 
features Us Democrat Frank 
Underwood (Kevin spacey) 
on a ruthless climb to the 
top of Us politics. 

it’s also a comment on 
the Democratic Party’s 
“triangulations”.

At the begining of series 
three Underwood appears 
to have achieved his goal.

it’s an imaginative 
but perfectly plausible 

portrayal of deception, 
corruption and murder.

The first season kicked 
off with president-elect 
Garrett Walker (Michel Gill) 
snubbing congressional 
majority whip Underwood 
for the prized secretary of 
state job.

Underwood and his 
equally ruthless wife 
Claire (Robin Wright) plot 
to get their revenge and 
climb to the top.

he recruits ambitious 
but overlooked reporter 
Zoe Barnes as a mole. 

Then he contacts 
Pennsylvania congressman 
Peter Russo (Corey stoll) 

and gets him off a drink 
driving charge. 

After Underwood gets 
him off the charge he 
convinces him to clean 
up his act and run for 
governor.

But when Russo’s plans 
clash with his lobbying 
interests, Underwood plots 
to derail his campaign.

Through a series of 
ruthless and violent 
manoevres Underwood 
makes it to the presidency.

But with many powerful 
enemies and murder to 
hide, there’s a long way 
to fall.
Robbie Shaw

A look at the political crisis 
through a history of struggle
The People’s History Museum’s new exhibition Election! unearths Britain’s 
electoral history and probes the crisis in politics today, writes Mark Krantz
This exhibiTion brill iantly 
explains our electoral history. it 
shows the impact of workers’ strug-
gles, racism and disillusionment 
with mainstream politics.

Election posters from every gen-
eral election since 1900 shows how 
political parties have portrayed  
themselves—and their opponents.

You can see the pipe that the 
1960s and 70s Labour prime minis-
ter Harold Wilson smoked in public. 

It explains that he chose a pipe “to 
emphasise his reliability and relate to 
people from all walks of life”. In pri-
vate, he smoked cigars.

You can also inspect the “Zinoviev 
letter”, which the head of the 
Communist International Grigori 
Zinoviev was alleged to have sent to 
Britain’s Communist Party.

The letter urged it to mobilise 
“sympathetic forces” in the Labour 
Party and ferment dissent in the 
army.

The Daily Mail newspaper printed 
a copy four days before the 1924 gen-
eral election, which produced a “red 
scare” and helped defeat the first ever 
Labour government.

It was later shown to be a fake—
but it took the authorities 75 years 
to admit it.

Infamous
In the infamous campaign in the 
1964 general election at Smethwick 
in Birmingham, the Tory candidate 
Peter Griffiths ran a filthy, racist 
campaign.

His election leaflet is on view. The 
slogan his supporters used “If you 
want a nigger for a neighbour—Vote 
Labour” is not visible. But a letter of 
support from the Ku Klux Klan is.

A photo of a miners’ picket line in 

1974 shows how the working class 
that brought down the Tory govern-
ment in that year.

Prime minister Ted Heath called 
an election asking “Who governs 
Britain?” Not you Ted, was the 
answer.

Visitors are also encouraged to 
leave their views in the interactive 
displays. On one board asking people 
about how they will vote is written, 

“I will be voting Trades Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition to bring equality to 
the working class.”

A series of events are scheduled to 
address the crisis of legitimacy in the 
electoral process.

While he has never voted or stood 
in an election, comedian turned 
campaigner Russell Brand is also 
featured.

What stands out most is how the 

electoral turnout has significantly 
declined. Only 44 percent of 18-24 
year olds voted in 2010.

This exhibition is great at explain-
ing our electoral process, and is 
timely when Britain’s main parties 
are in crisis.
Election! Britain Votes 
People’s History Museum,  
Manchester M3 3ER 
Until 28 June 2015 

PreParing balloT boxes for the 1974 general election 

Kevin spacey as Frank Underwood 

theatre
crouch, Touch, PauSe, 
engage
Sherman Cymru, 
Cardiff CF24 4YE. 
Until 7 March 
Tickets from £12.00 
shermancymru.co.uk

THiS PlaY is based on 
the life of Gareth “alfie” 
Thomas, the first openly gay 
professional rugby player. 
it’s set in a rugby club’s 
changing rooms.

alfie was one of most 
talented Welsh rugby players, 
and once the team’s captain. 

He publically came out as 
gay in 2009 when The Sun 
newspaper threatened to out 
him. But director Max  
Stafford-Clark’s play also 

has a bigger focus and looks 
at the spate of suicides in 
alfie’s home town, Bridgend 
in South Wales. 

in doing so, it looks at 
themes of facing up to 
prejudice and learning to  
be yourself. 

photography
SalT and SIlver—early 
PhoTograPhy, 1840-1860
Tate Britain, 
london, SW1P 4RG. 
Until 7 June 
Tickets adults £10.90, 
concessions £9.50 and free for 
under 12s 
tate.org.uk

THiS iS the first exhibition 
in Britain devoted to salted 
paper prints, one of the 
earliest forms of photography 
developed in the 1830s. 

But the few salt prints that 
have survived are rarely used 
becuse they’re so fragile. 

This is a rare opportunity 
to look at some of the 
earliest photographs.

exhibition 
yankee crIeS and rebel 
yellS—The amerIcan 
cIvIl War
National library of Scotland, 
Edinburgh EH1 1EW.  
Until 8 March

MaRkiNG THE 150th 
anniversary of the end of 
the american Civil War, 
this display includes rare 
letters, political pamphlets, 
newspapers and memoirs 
from the time to look at 
the conflict and its cultural 
impact.

gareth Thomas 
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R
e v e l a t i o n s 
a b o u t  t h e 
scale of sexual 
abuse com-
m i t t e d  b y 
BBC presenter 

Jimmy Savile are just 
the latest horror story of  
violence against women 
and girls.

As with others it also 
showed up appalling atti-
tudes in wider society. 

In Savile’s case many 
people knew of the abuse, 
but did nothing because he 
was seen as more important 
than his victims.

It’s a disgrace that vio-
lence against women con-
tinues along with attitudes 
that treat women as second 
class citizens.

Some will draw a pessimis-
tic conclusion that it’s impos-
sible to get rid of sexism and 
that some men will always 
abuse some women. 

Others will decide that 
winning some men away from 
sexist ideas is the best we can 
achieve.

Of course we should chal-
lenge sexist attitudes and 
behaviour. But this won’t get 
to the root of the problem. 
Sexist attitudes exist because 
we live in a system built on 
oppression. 

The attitudes and the 
oppression will remain unless 
we get rid of it.

Violence against women 
reflects women’s position in 
society. It can be the most 
disturbing sign of women’s 
oppression. 

But oppression is about 
more than individual acts or 
attitudes—it is structured into 
society and affects every aspect 
of life.

Elected
Just seven out of 150 elected 
heads of state were women in 
2010, and only 11 out of 192 
heads of government. Women 
made up on average 17 percent 
of national parliaments.

Women are more likely to be 
in low-status jobs, get paid less 
than men and do more house-
work and childcare. 

Across the globe they are 
more likely to be in poverty 
and have access to education 
blocked. 

But how does this structural 
oppression affect the ways indi-
viduals think and act?

The revolutionary Karl Marx 
argued that the dominant ideas 
in any society are those of the 
ruling class—the people who 
own the wealth.

This class has a material 
interest in maintaining the cur-
rent system—and its sexism. 
So they put a lot of energy into 
convincing ordinary people that 
it is natural.

Politicians draw up tax 
breaks to encourage some ways 
of living, for instance hetero-
sexual marriage, over others. 
They make speeches blaming 
all society’s ills on those who 
fall outside their “norm”—such 
as single mothers.

The rich control the media, 

which bombards us with mes-
sages about how we should live. 

Adverts for pasta sauce, beer, 
cars and shampoo send the mes-
sage that men and women have 
different roles—and that happi-
ness lies in accepting them. 

Even today women’s maga-
zines focus on looks and rela-
tionships—as though these 
should be women’s priorities.

The ruling class vision of the 
ideal family and the “normal” 
roles for men and women often 
doesn’t match the reality. Many 

people will question or ignore 
at least aspects of it.

But there is immense pres-
sure for people to accept it. 

Men are also encouraged 
to believe that they benefit 
from women’s oppression and 
should appreciate their “supe-
rior” position. 

Our rulers hope this will 
make working class men feel 
they have a stake in the system.

At the same time class soci-
eties distort relationships by 
alienating people from each 

other and themselves. 
Ordinary people create the 

world but usually feel they have 
no control over it. 

Meanwhile sex and wom-
en’s bodies are treated as 
commodities.

The vast majority of men 
don’t rape women and most 
aren’t violent towards women. 
Yet the structure of society and 
its dominant ideas encourage 
men to treat women as inferior 
objects.

Marx and his collaborator 
Frederick Engels also argued 
that the way society is organ-
ised shapes ideas—and that 
these change as society does.

Today society is divided by 
class—the main ones being 
a ruling class that owns the 
wealth and a working class that 
produces it. This society is built 
on hierarchy and competition.

Pre-class societies were 
organised very differently. 

Men and women had differ-
ent roles but women weren’t 
valued less than men. Engels 
wrote that in these societies, 
“All are free and equal, includ-
ing the women”.

More recent studies have 
backed up most of what Engels 
wrote.

Engels looked at how wom-
en’s position changed as class 
societies emerged. 

This happened when people 
produced more than they 
immediately needed.

A 
g r o u p  t h a t 
e v e n t u a l l y 
became the rul-
ing class came 
to control this 
surplus.  They 

wanted “legitimate” heirs to 
pass the surplus onto—requir-
ing more control of women 
and sexual relationships.

The production techniques 
that led to the surplus tended 
to prioritise men’s labour over 
women’s. 

And the surplus meant 
people could settle in one place 
for longer and so could sustain 
more children.

The family structure emerged 
along with an ideology that 
saw women as property to be 
controlled by men. Versions of 
these ideas remain today.

Of course there have been 
enormous changes since the 
first class societies grew up. 
Women’s lives today are unrec-
ognisable compared to those of 
women living in feudal times.

Struggles under capitalism 
have won the right to vote, 
access to divorce and abor-
tion, among other gains. As 
the world changed, attitudes 
shifted too.

But oppression remains 
because those at the top ben-
efit ideologically and economi-
cally from it. Sexist ideas mean 
women are pushed to do all 
kinds of things for free.

They are expected to nurture 
children to become the future 
workforce and sustain the cur-
rent one, while working outside 
the home too. 

And they are expected to 
maintain a household.

SExiSm  
iS in thE 
SyStEm

Women’s oppression is about more than individual acts or 
attitudes—it is structured into society. To overthrow it we 
have to get rid of the system, writes Sadie Robinson

Sexist attitudes 
exist because 
we live in a 
system built on 
oppression

‘‘ 
Frederick Engels

read more
lThe origin of the Family, 
private property and the 
State
by Frederick Engels, 
£14.99

lInternational Women’s 
Day—celebrating the 
struggle against oppression
by Sarah Ensor,  
Socialist Worker, 1 March 
2011, bit.ly/1LRTtOZ

lMarxism and women’s 
oppression
by Sheila McGregor 
International Socialism 138  
bit.ly/17DDoxb

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Politicians cut services and 
leave care for sick or elderly rel-
atives to women to undertake 
free of charge.

Our rulers know that pro-
moting sexist ideas can also 
help divide the working class, 
making it less able to fight for a 
better world.

That’s why ideas such as 
blaming women for rape can 
be found across the ruling class 
from judges to politicians.

They also fight to contain 
any progressive changes and in 
some cases, such as abortion, 
sections of the ruling class want 
to roll them back.

Our rulers want us to think 
that women’s oppression no 
longer exists because they 
would prefer women to blame 
men for sexism, not the system.

And crucially they want us 
to believe that revolutionary 
change and alternative socie-
ties aren’t possible.

In fact working class women 
and men can make a revolu-
tion—and that is the only hope 
of ending women’s oppression.

The working class has the 
numbers and economic power 
to overthrow the ruling class 
and create a new world. 

Unity makes the working 
class stronger. That’s why it’s 
important to challenge sexism 
and to resist treating any sec-
tion of the working class as the 
enemy of another.

Strikes
We saw the potential strength 
of a united working class in the 
pension strikes that hit Britain 
in 2011 and the mass TUC 
demonstrations.

Ruling class women can’t be 
relied upon to fight oppression 
even though it affects them too. 
They benefit from the system 
that oppression props up.

In contrast, no worker ben-
efits from capitalism—a system 
based on keeping them 
down. Working class 
people have a common 
interest in getting rid of it.

Revolutions transform 
women’s position. Soon 
after the 1917 Russian 
Revolution began, women 
had abortion on demand. 

Nearly a century later that 
right doesn’t exist anywhere in 
the world.

Marx described all the super-
stitions and divisive ideas that 
exist in class societies as the 
“muck of ages”. 

Revolution doesn’t mean 
this will vanish overnight. 
Revolutions are processes that 
can take decades to successfully 

create new societies.
And the ruling class can 

launch bitter counter-revolu-
tions to try and maintain the 
old order, as in Egypt.

But revolution does remove 
the material basis for oppres-
sion. And in the process of 
making a revolution, people 
transform themselves.

Ideas about “roles” make less 
sense when the system they 
developed in is falling apart. 

In every revolutionary move-
ment, women come to the fore 
to lead the struggle.

Marx argued that only in rev-
olution can the working class 
“succeed in ridding itself of all 
the muck of ages and become 
fitted to found society anew”.

We should aim higher than 
simply winning some individu-
als away from sexist ideas—we 
have a world to win.

Striking to protect 
pensions in 2011 
(top) women were 
central to Egypt’s 
revolution (above)

DEMonSTrATIng To defend abortion rights                                                      Picture: Guy Smallman
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How can we take back the 
wealth from the rich?

ThE WORld’S rich have 
plenty of wealth that we 
could use to end austerity—
as Socialist Worker’s special 
poster this week makes 
clear (see pages 10&11). 

Yet if people elected a left 
wing government committed 
to breaking with austerity, 
the rich wouldn’t willingly 
surrender their wealth. 

Europe’s leaders and the 
bankers put massive pressure 
on the radical left Syriza party 
in Greece, pushing it to drop 
some of its radical policies. 

Greek banks lost almost  
40 percent of their value 
in the first three days after 
Syriza’s election as investors 
pulled their money out.  

It’s said that “the markets” 
are turning against Greece 
because it’s abandoning 
austerity. 

But “the markets” aren’t 
some force of nature—the 
ruling class will actively try 
to thwart any challenge to its 
wealth or social position. 

That’s why the European 
Central Bank (ECB) cut off its 
“lifeline” just as negotiations 
about restructuring Greece’s 
debt were taking place. 

It’s clear that governments 
alone don’t hold all the 
power—but does that mean 
we can’t beat the rich? 

While the crisis makes 
Syriza’s predicament much 
more acute, it’s nothing new.  

There was also a sense 
of optimism when the 1974 
miners’ strike brought 
down Edward heath’s Tory 
government. 

The labour Party 
was elected on a left 
wing programme, which 
promised a “fundamental 
and irreversible shift in 
the balance of power and 
wealth”.

But the bosses engineered 
a run on the pound and two 
years later labour went “cap 
in hand” to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a 
bailout. In return, it pushed 
through free market reforms 
and the biggest attack on 
living standards since the 
1930s.

The rich had been prepared 
to go further. The then head 
of CBI bosses’ federation 
Campbell Adamson later 
admitted that bosses had 
discussed measures that 
“would not have been legal”.

The bosses’ power became 
an alibi for left wingers who 
wanted to make compromises 
and push through right wing 
policies. 

But left wing governments 
can force back bosses’ efforts. 

Revolutionaries in Greece 
argue that its necessary to 
challenge the bosses’ control 
over the economy. 

They’re arguing that 
nationalising banks under 
workers’ control could stop 

the threat of a bank run. 
Many Syriza supporters say 

this isn’t realistic—and for the 
government alone that may 
be true.

But what’s often missed 
out is the power that’s greater 
still—that of the working 
class. Workers are in a 
uniquely powerful position, 
because their labour creates 
the bosses’ wealth. 

Venezuela’s rulers tried 
to overthrow the left wing 
president hugo Chavez in 
2002. 

But the urban poor 
surrounded the presidential 
palace and blocked the 
coup. Then bosses tried to 
wreck the oil industry—and 
organised workers defeated 
their “strike”.

But demoralising workers 
can weaken resistance and 
help the bosses’ offensive. 
That’s what labour and the 
union leaders did after 1974.

This doesn’t mean that 
workers mobilising in support 
of a left wing government is 
enough to permanently take 
back our rulers’ wealth. 

The bosses are back on the 
offensive in Venezuela. And 
Syriza has been pressured 
into making a deal. 

To beat the bosses, workers 
have to confront them over 
who runs society. 

That’s why revolutionaries 
argue it’s also necessary 
to always deepen workers’ 
struggle and spread it 
internationally. 

Those struggles can also 
develop into something much 
bigger—a revolutionary 
transformation that gets rid of 
the bosses and puts workers 
in the saddle. 

proTESTErS In Athens last week  Picture: WorkerS’ Solidarity

back story
lThere’s plenty of wealth in 
the world to end austerity
lBut if we elected 
socialists, the rich wouldn’t 
hand over their wealth
lYet left wing governments 
can push back the bosses 
and implement reforms
lWorkers have to challenge 
the bosses’ control of the 
economy to win real change
lAnd workers’ struggles 
also have to deepen
lThey can develop into 
revolutionary change that 
gets rid of the bosses and 
puts workers in charge 

To beat the 
bosses, workers 
have to confront 
them over who 
runs society

‘‘ 

What socialists say



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ....................................................................................

Address ..................................................................................

...............................................................................................

Postcode  ...............................................................................

E-mail  ..................................................................................

Phone  ...................................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to your 
bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  .........................................................

Address  .............................................................................

Postcode  ............................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from the 
account detailed on this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the direct debit guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Sherborne Publications and, if 
so,  details will be passed electronically to my bank or building 
society.

Signature(s)  ..................................................................

Date  .............................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working days 
in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you 
request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, confirmation of 
the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by Sherborne 
Publications or your bank or building society you are entitled to a full 
and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building 
society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your 
bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please 
also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD
Phone 020 7819 1171 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

Join tHe
 SocialiSt

 WorkerS
  party

Yes, I'd like to be a member
Please send me some information

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 42184, 
London SW8 2WD. Phone 020 7819 1172  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

by Nick  clark 

As the Green Party gathers for 
its spring conference in Liverpool, 
the party is still riding on its recent 
boost in support. 

thousands have joined the Green 
Party in recent months, looking for 
an alternative to the mainstream 
parties’ austerity and racism. 

And Green MP Caroline Lucas’s 
new book honourable Friends? 
helps explain why so many are 
looking to them. 

Lucas pins the blame for the 
global crash on the bankers and 
argues we should make the rich 
pay.

the book is mainly an account 
of her attempts to change society 
through parliament—and a call to 
change parliament itself. 

Lucas identifies how politicians 
and top civil servants can be 
“captured by the rich and 
powerful” because of the links 
between parliament and big 
business. 

And she says parliament has 
always “defended itself from 
criticism and reform.”

“everything that I cared about, 
from peace and the environment 
to social justice and human rights, 

passed through a single decision-
making process that, if hostile or 
biased, would always go the wrong 
way.”

Lucas’ solution is to make 
parliament more democratic. she 
says there has to be “unlocking the 
gates from within and letting the 
people in”. her suggestions include 
adopting a more representative 

electoral system and electronic 
voting in the house of Commons.

Achieving this means voting 
in more MPs who would force 
through those reforms. 

“We have to provide a credible 
alternative”, she argues. “One 
that includes the Greens, Labour, 
the Nationalists and the Liberal 
Democrats”.

But changing society takes more 
than simply electing a few MPs. 

the links that Lucas describes 
between politicians, top civil 
servants and big business hint at 
a more fundamental relationship 
between bosses and the state. 

the state is bigger than 
parliament.

It includes the judiciary, police, 

army and secret service as well as 
government departments run by 
unelected bureaucrats.

All of these institutions exist to 
defend the interests of capitalists. 
they cannot be transformed 
through parliament to work on our 
behalf. elections are important to 
raise an alternative.

But changing society means 
building resistance from below to 
challenge the system. 

None of this should simply 
write off honourable Friends, and 
socialists should read what Lucas 
has to say. 

Many of the people who agree 
with her are people that we work 
with in campaigns, trade unions 
and on university campuses.

But we also want to debate with 
them the best way to win another 
society—and what that society 
would look like.

For socialists that doesn’t just 
mean looking for ways to reform 
the current system.

It means fighting to replace it 
with a socialist society that puts 
that puts people before profit.
Honourable Friends? Parliament and 
the Fight for Change 
£14.99 
Portobello Books 
Out 5 March

Will Greens unlock parliament?

Caroline Lucas (centre) supporting striking health workers in Brighton last autumn  
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Workers can rebuild the unity the oligarchs wrecked
 Thousands filled the 

Maidan nezalezhnosti, 
Kiev’s Independence 
square, last month to mark 
the first anniversary of 
the ousting of president 
Yanukovich. 

The square gave the 
protest movement against 
him a name Maidan.  

But a year later the 
scenes of spontaneous 
anger have turned into 
a grotesque nationalist 
spectacle.

Chants of “Glory to 
ukraine” carried through 
the air. The fascist 
organisation Right sector 
has gained such a sense of 
legitimacy that even tourist 

kiosks sell its 
stickers. 

The Maidan 
movement 
wasn’t inherently 
reactionary. 

 Yanukovich’s 
decision not to 
sign a European 
union (Eu) 
association 
agreement 
triggered the 
protests. But 
they were fuelled 
by anger against the 
oligarchs. 

Violeta and Kristina 
were involved in the 
Maidan protests. 
Violeta explained, 

“We came 
first because 
of Europe. We 
want ukraine 
to be part of 
the Eu because 
there’s high 
standard of 
living there.”

The 
turning point 
came when 
Yanukovich sent 
in the notorious 
Berkut riot 
police. 

The Maidan’s ranks 
swelled. now a poll 
found that 70 percent 
were protesting 
against police 

brutality, 50 percent “to 
change life in ukraine” and 
40 percent “to change the 
power in the country”. 

Violeta said, “The main 
reason now was to break 
the Yanukovich regime.” 

however, the Maidan 
couldn’t develop into a 
national movement while it 
still looked towards the Eu.

What’s often missed is 
how different sections of 
ukraine’s ruling class built 
themselves a social base.

In the west, the oligarchs 
bind workers to them by 
playing on democratic 
aspirations and ukrainian 
nationalism. Those in the 
east talk of protecting 

them from the market. 
This was how the 

oligarchs and the right 
profited from the Maidan.

Movements can be 
pulled to the left or the 
right. To go beyond this, 
workers must articulate 
their own demands and act 
independently. That would 
mean breaking with both 
sets of oligarchs and their 
imperialist backers.

united struggles of 
workers across ukraine’s 
regions—including a major 
miners’ strike—helped win 
independence in 1991.

nothing short of that 
unity can halt the carnival 
of reaction in ukraine. 

 How did nationalist despair
 hijack the hopes in Ukraine?  
Tomáš Tengely-Evans talked to disillusioned demonstrators in Kiev a year after protests 
brought down a government. He analyses how the country can escape the brutal civil war

BoTToM sTICKER is of the fascist Right sector  

We must 
stop war
 ThE ConflICT in 

ukraine is a result 
of imperialist rivalry 
between the West and 
Russia. 

The West has imposed 
sanctions on Russia—
and the us and Britain 
are beating the drums 
of war.

Britain sent “military 
advisors” to ukraine last 
week. nato chief general 
Breedlove has discussed 
with the us sending 
lethal aid. These powers 
that have wrought 
so much chaos and 
bloodshed have no right 
to meddle in ukraine. 

But Russia’s role is 
not just as a “defensive 
power” either.

Russian newspaper 
new Gazette revealed 
last week that Russia’s 
rulers were already 
drawing up “invasion” 
plans before Yanukovich 
had fled. This included 
backing an insurgency. 

Russia didn’t want 
an all-out war. But it 
tried to destabilise 
ukraine rather than let 
it fall under the West’s 
influence. 

The current ceasefire 
will just lock ukraine 
into a proxy conflict. 

neither side is 
interested in ukraine’s 
independence or in 
democracy. We need an 
international struggle 
against imperialism.

That means taking 
on our own rulers—and 
showing solidarity with 
the thousands who 
marched against war in 
Russia.

MEn In military fatigues stand on 
street corners in ukraine’s capi-
tal Kiev with collection boxes hung 
round their necks. 

They’re rais ing money for 
equipment for the “Anti Terrorist 
Operation”, which the government 
has been waging against pro-Russian 
separatists in the south east since last 
April. 

The military is in a dire state, and 
has just suffered a humiliating defeat 
in the town of Debaltseve. 

The war dominates politics in 
Ukraine, and nationalist divisions are 
becoming more entrenched.

President and oligarch Petro 
Poroshenko’s government constantly 
pumps out nationalist propaganda. 

The slogan “One Country” and the 
colours of the national flag adorns 
posters on the underground metro, 
and stare down from painted signs 
on the cigarette kiosks.

Poroshenko has sought to shore 
up support by mythologising the 
“Maidan” protests that ousted corrupt 
oligarch president Viktor Yanukovich 
last year (see below). 

Angry
Student protesters Violeta and 
Kristina are both still angry at the sit-
uation for ordinary people. 
Violeta told Socialist Worker, 
“Nothing’s changed since the 
Maidan—the faces did, but the 
system didn’t.” 

Kristina explained, “There’s no 
help from the government, which is 
especially bad for our pensioners who 
are very poor.” 

Walking through Kiev, it’s easy 
to see how ordinary Ukrainians are 
struggling. People sell homemade 
food from makeshift street stalls, and 

even individual fags from packets. 
There’s also some disquiet with the 

war. The government introduced mil-
itary conscription last year. 

It is facing a real problem with the 
large number of people dodging the 
draft.

In one draft office 14,000 people of 
military age were supposed to present 
themselves for medical examination. 
Barely half showed up.

Ukraine’s spooks arrested journal-
ist Ruslan Kotsaba on charges of trea-
son last month because he advocated 
draft dodging. 

It’s not hard to see why people 
don’t want to be sent to death and 
defeat.

But the opposition to the war isn’t 
political at the moment.

“Peace” is a popular demand, 
and there is still anger against the 
oligarchs. 

But these in themselves don’t 
challenge the imperialist rivalry and 
nationalism that are tearing Ukraine 
apart. And the anger isn’t directed 
against the party of war. 

Violeta said, “We need to break 
corruption”, but that was because 
she wants to see more funding for 
the army.

Both students spewed chauvinist 
bile about people in the east. Violeta 
said, “If people in the east didn’t cry 
‘Putin come here’ then maybe we 
wouldn’t have a war.

“They’re not really Ukrainian, but 
were brought here by Joseph Stalin 
after the famine in 1932-33. That’s 
why we have such problems.” 

The toxic mix of social collapse 
and the losing war could fuel another 
social explosion. 

And that anger could break to the 
left—or further to the right.
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Storm brews after 
Met office strikes
ProsPect MeMbers at the 
Met office struck on thursday 
of last week over the ongoing 
pay freeze—their first strike in 
more than 40 years.

Forecaster Helen roberts 
said, “People are increasingly 
concerned and frustrated. 
We’ve had a number of years 
of pay freezes. People are 
really feeling it.”

Sacked after raising 
health and safety
Protesters again hit the 
crossrail project in London this 
week. a worker who had been 
reemployed after a previous 
protest was sacked after a 
grievance hearing last week.

the electrician was initially 
sacked after raising health 
and safety concerns. 
lnational rank and file meeting 
and blacklist support group 
agM, saturday 7 March, 1-4pm, 
Jurys inn, 80 Jamaica street, 
glasgow g1 4Qg

Freedom Riders 
take protest to York
soMe 60 south Yorkshire 
Freedom riders protested 
outside nothern rail HQ in 
York on Monday of this week.

they marched through a 
snow storm demanding that 
northern rail introduce an 
annual pass for older people 
that would cost £10 and give 
free train travel in return.
Dave Gibson, TUSC candidate 
for Barnsley Central

Discussing workers’ 
resistance in China
More tHan 60 people 
attended the dayschool 
china, World capitalism 
and Workers’ resistance 
organised by the international 
socialism journal in central 
London last saturday.

one highlight was Jenny 
chan, who worked undercover 
in china, talking about the 
horrific reality of life for 
workers who produce apple 
products in Foxconn factories.

Campus-wide call 
to boycott Israel
students and staff at 
London’s school of oriental 
and african studies (soas) 
have voted for an academic 
boycott of israel.

soas currently has ties 
with the Hebrew university, 
which supported the israeli 
attack on gaza last summer.

in the referendum, 
organised by the students’ 
union, 73 percent of students 
and staff who took part 
supported the boycott.

Palestine activists 
target Barclays
Protesters sHut down a 
barclays bank in edinburgh 
last saturday over links to an 
arms firm. the protesters held 
placards with the names of 
children killed during israel’s 
assault on gaza last summer.

 ‘We’re not going away’ 
say Gallery strikers
by annette mackIn

NatioNal Gallery strikers 
ended a five-day strike 
on thursday of last week 
with a message for gallery 
boss Mark Getty—“We 
are not going away”. 

they staged a lively 
demonstration to his offices 
at Getty images in central 
london.

Getty is the super rich 
chairman of the National 
Gallery which plans to 
privatise 400 out of 600 staff. 
it doesn’t even pay its workers 
the london living Wage. 

the walkout was the 
second five-day strike against 
privatisation. on the eve of the 
first strike last month bosses 
suspended leading PCS union 
activist Candy Udwin in an 
attempt to undermine the 
action. 

But to cheers she told 
strikers and supporters outside 
Getty images, “We have given 
a message to Mark Getty—this 
is not the end.” 

Workers have tried to meet 
Getty and others for talks at 
acas, but so far they are not 
negotiating or listening to staff. 

a union branch meeting this 
week will decide the next steps 
in the campaign. 

Grow
the dispute could grow if 
Prospect and other union 
members at the National 
Gallery joined the action. 

the attacks have provoked 
outrage. Director Ken loach 
has issued a statement 
condemning the privatisation 
and calling for Candy’s 
reinstatement. 

the tUC general council 
has made a similar call. 

PCS tate galleries secretary 

James o’Brien said, “this is 
two battles now. We will not 
deviate until we have a deal 
that saves the gallery and saves 
Candy.” 

and thousands of pounds 
have been donated across 
Britain. 

at thursday’s rally Candy 
said, “We will take more action 
if we have to. 

“But we’re asking everyone 
who supports us to give us the 
backing. 

“that means we can go on 
fighting. But it also means that 
we know there are people who 
don’t want to see what this 
government is doing. 

“it isn’t just the 
privatisation at the National 
Gallery—we need a 
movement that says public 
services for people, not for 
profit.”
lsend messages of support 
noprivatisationatng@gmail.com

Marching to confront gallery boss Mark getty     Picture: Guy Smallman

No academies in Lewisham
NUT, NASUWT and GMB 
union members at four 
schools in Lewisham, south 
east London, are set to 
strike on Thursday of this 
week against proposals to 
turn them into academies.

The local Labour-led 
council is forcing through 
an application for Sedgehill 
School. The company, 
Leathersellers, is doing 
the same for the three 
Prendergast Schools—
Ladywell Fields, Ladywell 
Vale and Hilly Fields. 

The Stop Academies in 
Lewisham (Sail) campaign is 
urging the public to join the 
picket lines from 7.30am and 
the lobby of Leathersellers at 
Mansion House afterwards. 

An overflowing public 
meeting last week heard 
from the successful Hove 
Park campaign against an 
academy in Brighton. 

Parents, teachers and 
students pledged take on 
the combined force of the 
council and Leathersellers. 
Andrew Smith

prIvatIsatIon educatIon

dIsaBIlIty cuts

Day to minimise Maximus 
THere Were protests 
outside 31 Maximus offices 
and assessment centres 
across Britain on Monday 
of this week, as it began 
testing sick and disabled 
claimants of eSA benefit.

The “work capability 
assessments” were carried 
out by Atos until last year 
when it pulled out after 
widespread protests. 

Protesters in face paint 
chanted “same circus, 
different clowns” Outside 
Maximus’ head office in 
central London.

Paula Peters of Disabled 
People Against Cuts said, 
“We’ll drive you out like we 
drove out Atos—your days 
are numbered.”

She mocked Maximus’ 
boasts that it would be able 
to carry out the tests without 
protests. The crowd cheered 
as she explained that its 
share price was plummeting 

over its handling of similar 
contracts in London.

Joe McPhillips from 
north London told Socialist 
Worker, “Benefit cuts have 
driven thousands of disabled 
people to suicide, and I was 
nearly one of them. 

“The way they treat you 
robs you of your dignity.”
Dave Sewell

No justice for Habib Ullah
a jury concluded this week 
that habib “Paps” ullah’s 
death in custody was a result 
of “misadventure”. 

habib died after being 
restrained by police in high 
Wycombe in 2008. 

During the inquest 
jurors heard how he was 
“backslapped” three times 
by police as he was wrestled 
to the ground.

an “unlawful killing” 
conclusion was one option 
available to jurors. this 
was the second inquest into 

his death, after the first 
collapsed in 2010 when it 
was revealed that cops had 
changed their statements.

Meanwhile three Devon 
and cornwall police officers 
appeared at Bristol crown 
court last week accused of 
killing a man in custody.

church caretaker 
thomas orchard, who had 
schizophrenia, died after 
being arrested in Exeter in 
2012. 

the case has been 
adjourned until 5 june.

round-up

UCU UNION members at 
Barnsley College voted last 
week to escalate action to 
defend jobs and conditions.

A strike was suspended 
last month as bosses offered 
concessions. But they refused 
to agree to concessions 
proposed by the UCU.

Workers have resolved to 
take a four-day and a five-
day strike in the coming 
weeks unless bosses come 
up with a better offer.

lsend messages of support to 
lee.short1975@gmail.com and 
donations to barnsley college 
ucu c/o 43 granville street, 
barnsley s75 2tQ

nLeCTUrerS and students 
have reacted with anger to 
funding cuts of up to a quarter 
for adult learning courses. 
The UCU union said millions 
of vulnerable adults access 
to education will be cut.
lucu.org.uk/fefunding

deaths In custody

Protesting in Portsmouth
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firEfiGhtErs

 Firefighters strike to stop  
 the Tories’ pension theft
by annEttE Mackin

Thousands of striking fire-
fighters blocked the streets of 
central London around parliament 
on Wednesday of last week. some 
4,000 joined the march against 
attacks on their pensions following 
a strike rally.

John, a firefighter at Shoreditch 
station in east London, told Socialist 
Worker, “When I reach 55 I’ll be cast 
onto the scrapheap. 

“I could lose around £120,000 
from what I’ll pay in extra contribu-
tions, plus loss in pension.”

Tory fire minister Penny Mordaunt 
claimed workers aged 55 who fail a 
fitness test would receive a full pen-
sion or a redeployed role. 

But fire authorities said this guar-
antee would not be implemented.

John said, “It’s not just about 
money. I want to know that when 
I’m putting my life on the line, I’m 
being backed.”

Last week’s 24-hour strike is the 
latest in a dispute that has lasted over 
18 months.

Thousands of firefighters packed 
into the strike rally. FBU union gen-
eral secretary Matt Wrack told them, 
“We are not going away, we are not 
giving up.”

Firefighters can beat the Tories. 
Bosses were under real pressure 
when workers escalated to four days 
of strikes last summer. 

But the union leadership didn’t 
follow up with more walkouts and 
momentum stalled.

Fire bosses sacked executive 
council member Ricky Matthews 
last November. They locked out 
Buckinghamshire workers for  
39 hours on last week’s strike.

Wrack confirmed that there will be 
a Buckinghamshire brigade commit-
tee meeting over the attacks. 

He said if they vote on a ballot and 
a strike the union would back them.

Many firefighters want harder hit-
ting strikes.

Les Skarratts, FBU secretary for 
the North West region told Socialist 
Worker, “We believe more strikes are 
inevitable, and we’ll be pushing for it 
in our region. Our members are up 
for that. 

“We are not going away, we are 
determined to see this through.”

transPort workErs

Defend sacked cleaners’ 
union rep Clara Osagiede
RMT union rep Clara 
osagiede has outrageously 
been sacked by interserve, 
the cleaning company used 
by London underground.

 Clara strongly denies 
the charges against her. 
she says it’s the bosses 
who should be under 
investigation.

Last year Clara 
represented a group of ten 
black cleaners at Waterloo 
station. she took out a 
grievance against a manager 
involved in a hearing.

 The union agreed to drop 
this if the company did not 
victimise anyone.

But soon management 
began taking action against 
Clara and in January this 
year offered her money to 
leave employment.

The company then 
came up with what Clara 
insists are “inaccurate 
statements”. she has now 
been sacked.

 Clara has proved an 
excellent union rep, taking 
up difficult cases and 
winning sacked workers’ 
jobs back.

for almost a decade 
she has been a symbol 
of resistance by low-paid 
workers against low pay, 
insecurity and racism.

 Clara plans to appeal her 
sacking and the RMT union 
is giving her full support in 
her battle for reinstatement.

 it is extremely important 
that Clara wins her job 
back. if she can be sacked 
then nobody is safe.
Charlie Kimber

sTRikeRs on the march last week Picture: Guy Smallman

EssEx
Fire bosses’ 
lockout fails to 
dampen mood
fiRefighTeRs and 999 control 
operators in essex struck on 
sunday and Monday of this week 
over attacks on their jobs and the 
service.

fire bosses tried to undermine 
the walkouts by locking out some 
firefighters and all control staff 
for 21 hours—but workers were 
defiant.

“Picket lines have been solid 
with an overwhelming amount of 
public support,” said essex fBu 
union chair Riccardo La Torre.

“Livelihoods are being 
jeopardised by the actions of the 
fire service. They need to seriously 
reconsider their position. They are 
playing dangerous games”.

fire bosses in essex have 
implemented new shift patterns 
that have forced many control 
operators out of their job.

More plan to leave.
Bosses also plan to axe 179 

firefighters and 999 operators 
resulting in a 20 percent cut in 
staff.

support came from across 
Britain for the walkout. fBu 
members in nottinghamshire 
donated £1,000 to strikers.

tusc

Meet a 

candidate  Jenny Sutton 

Tottenham
TRade UNIONIST and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
candidates are standing 
in May’s general election 
to offer an alternative to 
racism and austerity.

Jenny Sutton is the TUSC 
candidate for Tottenham in 
north London. 

Property bosses want to 
push through “regeneration” in 
the area which will see more 
private housing—and the poor 
priced out.

“The rich are getting richer 
in Tottenham while the poor 
are getting poorer,” said Jenny.

“We are standing to put the 
argument that we don’t have 
to accept bad housing or any 
cuts to our public services.

“We’re also saying that 

inadequate services are not 
down to migrants, the rich just 
want a scapegoat.”

Jenny has been using 
her campaign to highlight 
a dispute of cleaners at the 
College of Haringey, enfield 
and North east London.

They were promised 
the London Living Wage in 
december 2013—but are still 
waiting. Jenny joined them on 
a protest last week.

She said many people were 
positive about an alternative 
in the election. But she added, 
“There is also a lot of anger 
and despondency. People want 
an alternative, but they need 
convincing it is possible.

“We need to use our 
election campaigns to 
galvanise resistance.”

scotland

Over 70 people joined a 
Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) rally in 
Glasgow last Saturday.

It launched the campaign 
to offer an alternative in 
May’s general election.

Many people are looking 
to the Scottish National Party 
as an alternative to austerity, 
but it is committed to cuts.

TUSC candidate for 
Dundee West Jim McFarlane 
said TUSC appealed to 
a wider audience.

sackinGs

 Strike to stop victimisations
LONDON Underground 
drivers were set to strike 
from 9.30pm this Saturday 
to 4.30am on Sunday 
in defence of a sacked 
colleague, Alex McGuigan.

Alex was sacked last 
August after failing a 
random breathalyser test. 

The workers’ rMT union 
said his diabetes resulted 
in a “false positive” result.

nThe rMT has pledged 
to fight the “despicable” 
sacking of a Tube worker.

Karen Guyott worked 
with reasonable adjustments 
due to her epilepsy.

But bosses have used 
a Fit for the Future (FFF) 
questionnaire to dismiss her.

Bosses had previously 
promised that no 
worker with reasonable 
adjustments would “suffer 
a detriment” under FFF.

nrMT members on London 
Midland have voted by over 
90 percent for strikes to 
defend victimised union 
member Steve Caldwell.

The union said there has 
been “a sustained campaign 
of harassment” against Steve 
after he raised safety issues.

His appeal has been left 
hanging as the manager 
responsible disappeared 
abroad on a cruise. 

nrMT members at Hull 
Trains have voted by nine to 
one to defend a colleague.

Bosses claim a “necessary 
minor reorganisation” is 
needed that will result 
in the rMT member 
facing redundancy. 

The union says the 
worker is being punished 
for challenging a senior 
manager who verbally 
abused a colleague.

Privatisation

THe TORIeS returned the 
east Coast rail franchise to 
private hands last weekend. 

Convicted fraudster 
Richard Branson’s Virgin and 
homophobe Brian Souter’s 
Stagecoach will now run the 
franchise.

east Coast returned over  
£1 billion to the Treasury since 
2009. Increased profits were 
reinvested into the service.

The rail workers’ RMT union 
held protests against the 
re-privatisation last Saturday. 

aMEy strikE

MOTORWay maintenance 
workers ended their dispute 
with amey on Monday of this 
week.

The Unite union members 
voted to accept an offer of an 
extra half percent on pay. But 
it came with strings attached in 
terms of working conditions.

They were one day into 
their latest strike, which had 
been set to last seven days

Candidate Jenny sutton
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 newcastle says  
 no to the nazis  
by Nick clark

A n t i - fA s c i s t s  i n 
newcastle outnumbered 
racists from a group called 
Pegida by ten to one 
on a demonstration last 
saturday.

Some 3,000 anti-racists 
marched through the city 
on a counter-demonstration 
against the recently formed 
group that targets Islam.

Racists had hoped to copy 
the success that a group of 
the same name has had in 
some parts of Germany by 
rallying thousands. 

B u t  n o  m o r e  t h a n  
300 turned up, mostly Nazis 
from the English Defence 
League (EDL) and British 
National Party (BNP).

The anti-fascist demo was 
called by Newcastle Unites, 
and supported by Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF).

UAF jo in t  secre tary 
Weyman Bennett spoke at the 
rally. He said, “Pegida’s best 
friends are the EDL and the 
BNP. And what did we do to 
Nick Griffin? We kicked him 
out.

“The people that belong 
in the dustbin of history are 
Hitler, Mussolini, Franco and 

Pegida. There’s a tiny group 
of Nazis over there. These 
streets belong to us.”

Simon Hall from Newcastle 
Unites also spoke. He said, 
“Somebody needs to give 
the Nazis an atlas—this is 

Newcastle, not Nuremberg.
“But this isn’t about driv-

ing Pegida back to Germany. 
It’s about driving the Nazis 
back into the sewers that they 
crawled out of.”

Other speakers included 

Labour MP for Newcastle 
Central Chi Onwurah and 
Respect MP George Galloway.

Labour councillors Dipu 
Ahad and David Stockdale 
also spoke. 

There were banners and 

delegations from the National 
Union of Mineworkers, 
Newcastle Trades Council, 
Unison, the PCS and RMT.

Northumbria University 
student Shohaib told Socialist 
Worker, “The protest was 

epic. We were ten times the 
size of them.”

Jewish anti-fascist pro-
tester Oskar said the Nazis 
were pretending to support 
Jewish people. “Pegida say 
that Muslims are our natural 
enemies. But we know they 
say they’re for us because 
they want to divide us.

 “If we don’t stand up when 
other groups are attacked by 
racists, sooner or later they’re 
going to come for us.”

A young Muslim marcher 
agreed. “We’re not just here 
to fight racism as Muslims,” 
she said. “We’re here to fight 
racism for humanity as a 
whole.”

Weyman told the rally 
that it was important to con-
tinue the fight against racism.
He said, “There’s an argu-
ment that austerity has been 
caused by immigrants. 

“There’s an argument that 
the problem with the NHS is 
the languages people speak.

“But the people who 
caused the crisis in our soci-
ety are those at the top.”

PArt of the anti-fascist march in newcastle last saturday  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Abuse in detention centre
An undercover Channel 4  
news investigation into 
Yarl’s Wood immigration 
detention centre has 
confirmed detainees’ 
allegations of racism and 
abuse. 

The centre, run by the 
multinational security firm 
Serco, holds 400 mostly 
female asylum seekers. 

A manager said of the 
prisoners, “They’re all 
animals. Take a stick in to 
beat them up”. 

A guard commented, 
“These black women are 
fucking horrible.”

Women complain that 
male guards burst into 
rooms without warning 
when they are undressed. 

One guard is heard 
saying, “I’m addicted to 

the viewing of tits.”
Serco has stated that it 

has “no grounds to believe 
disrespectful behaviour is 
endemic.”

In 2013 alone there 
were 74 self harm 
incidents. 

These included jumping 
down a stairwell.

‘Challenge racism against immigrants on 21 March’
by keN OleNde

DiAne Abbott MP 
called for a challenge 
to racism in the run-up 
to the election.

At a public meeting 
in north London last 
week, she said it was 
vital to join the stand 
Up to racism protests 
on saturday 21 March.

Abbott complained that 
the Labour leadership 
has “embraced the myth 
that immigrants are 
responsible for low wages 
and job insecurity.

“A liberalised labour 
market, weakened 
trade unions and 
predatory employers 

cause low wages.”
“the narrative 

about immigration 
doesn’t alter,” she 
said. “it is never 
wholly rational.

“Ukip is strongest 
in the areas with 
the fewest 
immigrants.”

she had a 
message for 
black people 
who bought 
into the 
anti-
immigrant 
myths, 
“if you 
allow them 
to come for 
the eastern 
europeans in 

the morning, they 
will come for 

you in the 
afternoon.” 

tUc race 
equality 
officer Wilf 

sullivan 
told 

socialist Worker why 
the tUc is backing 
the protests.

“We think it’s important 
in the run-up to the 
election that people come 
out and show that racism 
is not acceptable from any 
political party,” he said.

supporters have held 
mobilising meetings 
around Britain. this 
weekend activists plan 
to leaflet stations, 
mosques and churches. 
Protest against Racism—
Saturday 21 March. 
London—assemble 12 noon 
outside the BBC, Portland 
Place. Glasgow—assemble 
10.30am, George Square. 
Cardiff—assemble 11.30am, 
Clare Gardens, Riverside. 
standuptoracism.org.uk

More online
For a longer version go to   
bit.ly/1GbWd9s

Yarl’s Wood

Labour MP Diane Abbott
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