
by Glyn Robbins, Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition and Left Unity 
candidate for Bethnal Green and Bow

If the tories win the elec-
tion they are promising to 
extend Margaret thatcher’s 
Right to Buy scheme to hous-
ing associations.  

It will mean even fewer 
homes people can afford to live 
in. 

It’s a signal that they want to 
finally finish off council housing. 

And it smacks of despera-
tion—the Tories are in a hole 
and think appealing to the past 
can get them out.

But Thatcher’s Right to Buy 
meant the loss of 1.88 million 
council homes since 1980, with 
just 345,000 new ones built.

The obsession with profit-
dr iven housing has  put  
five million people onto waiting 
lists and even more are stuck in 
poor quality, insecure housing 
they can’t afford.

It’s an absolute lie when 
Nigel Farage and Ukip, and 
to some extent the main par-
ties, say we have a housing 
crisis because of immigrants. 

They are  echoing the 
racist rhetoric we heard 
>>Page 3
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walkoutS

Two all-out  
strikes in Scotland  
take on austerity
PoRTeRs AT two 
Dundee hospitals began 
an indefinite strike on 
Tuesday of last week.

Like homelessness case 
workers in Glasgow, they 
aren’t waiting for the general 
election to improve their lot 
but fighting back now. 

strikers have been 
overwhelmed with solidarity. 
>>Page 7

StaNd uP to ukiP

anti-racists join 
day of action 
against ukip
Activists across Britain 
took to the streets 
against the racist Ukip 
party last saturday.

A protest in canvey 
island, Essex, greeted Ukip 
leader Nigel Farage. 

Earlier in the day Farage 
hid in a pub a mile away 
from protesters who had 
gathered in Ramsgate.
>>Page 6

middle eaSt

Civilian deaths 
mount as war in 
Yemen continues
some 650 civilians are 
confirmed killed since 
the saudi-led attack on 
Yemen began last month. 

more than 100,000 people 
have been displaced.

 The Us, trying to reassert 
its influence in the region, is 
backing the saudi coalition. 
>>Page 8
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lPrincess Beatrice has 
flown off for a spring break 

at her parents’ posh pad in the 
swanky swiss resort of Verbier.

it’s the 11th holiday Prince 
andrew and Fergie’s jobless 
26 year old daughter has 
enjoyed in the past six months.

Which is nice.

 Who’d have thought austerity 
  drives the rise in food banks? 
tHe GrOWtH of food 
banks is directly linked 
to benefit cuts such as 
sanctions.

It blows a hole in David 
Cameron’s claim that the 
huge rise in food bank use 
could be down to better 
advertising at Jobcentres.

The Oxford University 
research shows emergency 
food aid is most concentrated 
in areas where there are high 
levels of joblessness and ben-
efit sanctions.

The survey, which used 
data supplied by Britain’s big-
gest food bank network, the 
Trussell Trust, found food 
banks operated in 20 council 
areas in 2009-10.

By 2013-14, they existed 
in 251 areas.

The study, published in the 
British Medical Journal, con-
cludes, “More food banks are 
opening in areas experiencing 

greater cuts in spending on 
local services and central 
welfare benefits and higher 
unemployment rates.

At the same time, the rate 
of food aid distribution tripled 
between 2010 and 2013 from 
about 0.6 food parcels per 100 
people to 2.2 per 100.

There were stark varia-
tions between local areas, 

from a low of less than 0.1 
food parcels per 100 people 
in Lichfield, Staffordshire, 
to a high of eight parcels  
per 100 people in Newcastle 
upon Tyne.

Higher rates of food parcel 
distribution are “significantly 
associated” with welfare cuts 
and austerity measures. 

The author of the study, 

Rachel Loopstra, said it was 
likely to have “underesti-
mated the true burden of 
food insecurity in the UK” 
because food aid provision is 
patchy and data collection is 
relatively crude.

lA SCHeMe which sees 
supermarket vouchers 

given to 2,000 families in 
Newcastle to help feed their 
children over the school 
holidays has been axed 

Under Newcastle City 
Council’s Crisis Support 
Scheme, families with chil-
dren aged five and six, who 
had their housing benefit 
reduced by the bedroom tax, 
got  Asda vouchers.

But  the counci l  has 
scrapped the scheme. 

A number of Labour 
councils introduced similar 
schemes—most now set to 
be abolished.

l a MicHael Green has 
announced he is to stand as a 

parliamentary candidate in Welwyn 
Hatfield in Hertfordshire.

this touches a raw nerve for the tory 
chairman Grant shapps, who is also 
contesting the seat. “Michael Green” 
was the name the politician used to 
pursue business interests—and later 
over vigously denied his connection to.

Cameron the royal 
cancels holidays 
IT’S odd how little david 
Cameron makes of being 
the great-great-great-
great-great grandson 
of King William IV.

It gives him more 
genetic cred to rule than 
his boasts of being 13th 
cousin to Kim Kardashian.

William IV was the 
last monarch 
to appoint a 
prime minister 
against the will 
of Parliament. 
And a Tory 
one at that.

Cameron is  
a fifth cousin 
twice removed 
of the current 
inhabitant of 
Buckingham 
palace.

l dAVId Cameron 
paid an election 

visit to Sacred Heart 
Primary School near 
Bolton last week. 

The photo of the 
event is on page 10. 

But perhaps it wasn’t 
the excitement of meeting 
the prime minister that 

made one child 
drop their face 
to the desk.

It was in the 
middle of the 
Easter holidays. 

Making 
children go to 
school in the 
holidays just for 
the sake of a 
photo op seems 
cruel even for 
the Tories.

Dog whistle coat 
grooming slur
is UkiP leader nigel 
Farage a fake?

there have been 
suggestions his covert 
coat—with its distinctive 
dash of velvet around 
the back of the collar—
was manufactured 
by crombie.

But a spokesperson 
insisted, “it 
may look 
like one of 
ours, but it 
definitely 
isn’t.

“His coat 
is too tight 
around the 
stomach and 
too loose 
everywhere 
else. You 

can see the buttons 
on his, too.”

la UkiP candidate 
described an 

abandoned rubbish-
strewn area of land as 
“resembling an eastern 
european capital city”, 

Jamie Huntman—
leader of 
the UkiP 
group on 
essex county 
council—
made the 
remark on a 
form when 
applying for 
permission 
to erect a log 
cabin for a 
dog-grooming 

Michael Green?

Farage

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I think it’s going 
methodically’
Lib Dem leader Nick Clegg on 
his campaign

‘Left-wing 
commentators 
wet their knickers 
with excitement’
Dominic Lawson complains 
about those who celebrate the 
rich getting robbed

‘Hippy-dippy, 
New Agey 
thinking’
One Tory’s view on what 
Sam Cam has turned David 
Cameron into

‘She’s like our 
generation’s 
suffragette’
Actor Patsy Kensit on The 
Duchess of Cambridge

‘I’m not going to 
pretend it was 
easy’
George Osborne on how he 
felt when he was booed at the 
Paralympics 

‘Only Labour will 
end austerity’
Leader of the Scottish Labour 
Party Jim Murphy

‘The leader of the 
Scottish Labour 
Party will not be 
in charge’
Labour’s Chuka Umunna 
corrects Murphy

FOOd Bank in david cameron’s constituency

Cuts stop 
people getting 
nurse jobs
nearlY 30,000 people 
were refused the chance 
to become nurses last year 
despite an nHs staffing 
crisis.

the royal college of 
nursing’s Fragile Frontline 
report says over 50,000 
hopefuls chased 21,205 
traineeships at a time of 
budget cuts by chancellor 
George Osborne.

at the same time, a 
drop in qualified nurses 
—down 1,845 over four 
years to 315,525.

the nHs then uses 
agency staff, at a cost of 
£980 million this year.
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ANTI-TORY 
ANIMALS
Asbaby the Swan 
son of asboy and 
grandson of Mr asbo
lLife in Cambridge is 
perfect for this aggressive 
bird with a taste for rowers
lHe is said to have 
inherited his bad temper 
from his grandfather, and 
his father Asboy
lPosho boat clubs had 
the original Mr Asbo 
caught and exiled. They 
had appealed to the queen 
to kill him
lOne resident told the 
press about Asbaby, “I 
even saw him put his 
beak around a bottle of 
champagne”

Do you want 
fries with your 
bonus?
a citY trader was made 
to eat burger after burger 
until he was sick, while 
surrounded by baying 
colleagues in an initiation 
ceremony at his firm.

the man becomes 
violently ill while he and 
another junior employee 
each attempt to consume 
eight quarter pounders 
with cheese.

One senior trader tries 
to “encourage” the young 
man, shouting, “Have a 
good look at yourself. 
You’ve got three minutes 
to turn this round. it’s 
£300. 

“Get on with it.”

king Billy



Top cop in Lawrence probe
Former head of the 
metropolitan Police Lord Stevens 
is to be investigated over claims 
he did not pass documents to the 
Stephen Lawrence inquiry.

The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) announced the 
investigation after a 
referral from Scotland 
Yard.

documents at the 
centre of the investigation 
relate to intelligence 
about alleged corruption 
by officers involved in the 
Lawrence case.

Stephen’s parents 
doreen and Neville 
Lawrence have always 

maintained that police corruption 
played a role in the bungled 
investigation into their son’s 
racist murder.

mark ellison QC carried out a 
review into claims of corruption 
by cops last year. It said former 

detective John davidson 
was suspected of 
corruption in the 
Lawrence case—in which 
he had a key role. 

davidson has always 
denied the claims.

Neville Lawrence had 
complained that the 
met did not refer the 
“destruction of anti-
corruption intelligence” 
to the IPCC.

Day of action demands 
fast food workers’ rights
by Nick clark

Activists in the Fast Food 
Rights campaign were gearing up 
for a day of action on Wednesday 
of this week as socialist Worker 
went to press.

Events and protests were set to 
take place in London, Glasgow, 
Manchester and several other towns 
and cities.

Campaigners are fighting for a 
£10 an hour living wage and to build 
union organisation among fast food 
workers. 

They are also fighting for an end to 
zero hours contracts.

The campaign was launched by 
the bakers’ union Bfawu at a meet-
ing hosted by Labour MP John 
McDonnell and Unite the Resistance 
in January last year.

It was inspired by a wave of 
strikes by fast food workers in the US 
demanding the right to union organi-
sation and a $15 (£10) an hour mini-
mum wage.

Global
Wednesday’s actions were set to be 
part of a global day of solidarity with 
US fast food workers, who were set 
to strike for a day.

Toni is a supporter of the Fast 
Food Rights campaign in Glasgow. 
She works in two cafes on zero hour 
contracts.

She told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
quite tricky juggling the two jobs. 
Sometimes I’m working all week, 
sometimes not at all.”

Toni described how working on 
zero hours contracts put her at the 
mercy of bullying managers.

She said, “Our manager will some-
times punish us if we can’t do a shift. 
He called me once at six in the morn-
ing on my day off because someone 
else was ill—he wanted me to come 
in at eight.

“I told him no—it was my day off. 

He wouldn’t even think of offering 
us time and a half to come in early 
at two hours’ notice. There’s no 
respect.” 

Toni joined Bfawu after her work-
mate Lorna went to a Fast Food 

Rights public meeting.
Lorna told Socialist Worker, “I 

went to the meeting, which was with 
fast food workers from the US last 
year. It was really inspiring and I 
joined Bfawu that night. 

“I went back to my workplace and 
signed up Toni and another worker. 
At that time it meant we had 100 per-
cent union membership.”

Supporting
The Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) is also supporting 
the campaign.

Angela McCormick is TUSC par-
liamentary candidate for Glasgow 
North. 

She told Socialist Worker, “For the 
last few weeks of the campaign we’ve 
been running a TUSC petition that 
supports the Fast Food Rights cam-
paign. It specifically mentions a local 
McDonald’s.”

Angela added, “We’ve been talking 
to people who work in McDonald’s. 
One person was telling us about how 
many thousands of pounds the local 
McDonald’s franchise took in just one 
day.

“They’re making huge profits, and 
yet the people they employ are low 
paid and with no union rights. That’s 
why we’re supporting the Fast Food 
Rights Campaign.”
fastfoodrights.wordpress.com

iN this week

 1989
Hillsborough 
stadium disaster
A cRush at the 
hillsborough football 
stadium in sheffield on 
15 April led to the deaths 
of 96 Liverpool fans.

Another 766 were 
injured.

Fresh inquests into 
their deaths resume on 
Monday of next week.

neville Lawrence

Activists At a planning meeting in Glasgow last month. Lorna and 
toni are holding the banner in the centre. the British action was 
inspired by the us Fight for $15 campaign Main picture: Mark McHugH 

 We need 
housing
>>>from page one
from the Nazi BNP in the 
1990s.

The main parties are 
playing a numbers game. 
Labour says it will build 
200,000 homes and the 
Tories say 250,000.

But these numbers are 
meaningless.

If these homes are priced 
somewhere between the 
billionaires’ penthouses 
and the 80 percent of 
market rent that politicians 
call affordable, they won’t 
help a bit.

I’m campaigning locally 
to save the holland 
estate. It faces yet another 
attempt at demolition 
and “regeneration” led by 
private developers.

my election campaign is 
calling for serious measures 
to control rents. We need to 
restore the rights of tenants 
and of homeless people.

But the cornerstone 
of our campaign is an 
emergency national 
programme of council 
housing. The money is 
there. The land is there. 

and only a policy that 
increases by millions 
the number of genuinely 
affordable homes can work.
can we stop the housing crisis? 
Public meeting with Glyn 
Robbins and film maker Ken 
Loach. Wed 22 Apr, 7pm, 
Osmani Centre, Underwood Rd, 
London E1 5AW

 International Socialism 
issue 146 out now
 
Syriza and the crisis 
Panos Garganas interviewed
Islamophobia 
hassan Mahamdallie
After the Paris attacks 
Jim Wolfreys
Racism and resistance in the US 
Megan trudell
Plus: 
responses to our debate about 
why there are so few strikes

subscribe at isj.org.uk or call 020 7819 1177
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back story
Whole of the north drowned as 
Atlantic tidal wave hits Britain
lCivilisation largely unaffected 
as normal people continue 
business as usual
lMotorways converted  into 
ringroads to avoid devasted 
northlands
lJoy as Last of the Summer 
Wine villlage destroyed by 
landslide
lJoy as Last of the Summer 
Wine villlage destroyed by 
landslide"

figure it out
 2.1  billion dollars spent 

every second on 
fighting against 
green as a colour and 
backing purple

 1.1  dollars spent every 
second on fighting 
against green as a 
colour and backing 
purple colour and 
backing purple

 O  dollars spent every 
second on fighting 
against green as a 
colour and backing

CAption goes

 Meet a

Carlo Morelli 
Dundee East
Carlo Morelli is the TUSC 
parliamentary candidate for 
Dundee east.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“Dundee is dominated by the 
Scottish National Party (SNP). it 
has the majority of the council, two 
MSPs and one MP—and will take 
the second Dundee seat in May.

“it’s the first council where the 
SNP has the majority political 
control. But it has the same 
austerity and cuts.”

Carlo explained that the SNP’s 
record in Dundee proved that 
it cannot be relied on to stop 
austerity.

He said, “The SNP won’t stop 
austerity—it will be devolved 
through the Scottish Parliament 
and the councils.

“We have the highest level of 
sanctions on unemployed workers. 
We’ve got an all-out strike of 
porters in the hospital because 
they’re on the lowest paid grade on 
the national scale.”(see page 7)

Carlo added, “although support 
for the SNP has risen in Scotland, 
people in Dundee are suspicious.

“The response we’re getting has 
been very good. our campaign is 
creating a real debate about how 
we go forward in trying to develop 
a left alternative.”

 ‘Claw back money from  
 the rich and jail bankers’
The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
launched its manifesto on Friday 
of last week.

The manifesto is committed 
to ending austerity, campaigning 
for £10 an hour minimum 
wage and a mass council home 
building programme.

TUSC also backs scrapping 
tuition fees and bringing 
railways and banks back into 
public ownership.

The launch event was held in 
Canary Wharf—London’s major 
financial centre.

TUSC chair dave Nellist spoke 
at the launch. he said, “We’re 
not all in this together. We’re 
here in the belly of the beast.”

he pointed to the 350,000 
millionaires and 104 billionaires 
in Britain.

“The top financial people in 
these institutions have taken 
since 2008 the same £80 billion 
in bonuses that our people have 
had in cuts.”

TUSC parliamentary candidate 
for Streatham, south London, 
Unjum Mirza also spoke. he said, 

“While we’ve been attacked the 
bonuses continue to roll in for 
the bankers.

“There’s not a financial 
problem here. We need to claw 
back the money from the tax 
avoiders’ Swiss bank accounts 
and jail the bankers.”
tusc.org.uk

TUSC candidate Unjum Mirza

TUSC CandidaTeS and supporters launch the TUSC manifesto at Canary Wharf   Picture: SocialiSt Worker

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

party ManifEstos 
signal MorE MisEry

T
he Tories are panicking. 
And they are right to.  
They know they are 
trying to defend what 
ought to be indefensible.

They want five more years of 
cuts, racism and reckless inaction 
over climate change.  

And this is on top of the longest 
fall in living standards for a century 
and a half.

The polls suggest that a 
Cameron government is less likely 
than it was a month ago. 

That’s why the Tories are 
producing policies such as letting 
housing association tenants buy 
their homes.

It is certain to make the housing 
shortage worse. it will do nothing 
for the five million on waiting lists 
or the millions in private rented 
housing. 

it will do nothing for the three 
million people living with their 
parents because they can’t afford 
to rent or buy. 

But the Tories gamble that 
those affected will be generally 
young and poor—and less likely to 
vote.  And there’s more.  

After five years of overseeing 
handouts to the rich, the Tory 
manifesto promises to hand 
another £1 billion to the wealthy 

by cutting inheritance tax.
There will be more nuclear 

weapons, more attacks on 
migrants, more powers for police 
and spies.

The Tories want a nastier, more 
divided society where the rich can 
wallow in their wealth.

The only way the Tories can win 
is if Labour is so uninspiring that 
people don’t vote.

Labour’s manifesto launch 
offered some small attacks on the 
rich. 

it signalled an end to the 
non-dom status that enables 
billionaires to avoid tax, a higher 
tax rate for those grabbing over 
£150,000 a year and a mansion 
tax. 

Labour’s leaders know that to 
win they have to motivate people 
by promising change.

But the positive pledges were 
battered aside by the clunking fist 
of financial “iron discipline”, “not 
a penny more” of borrowing, and 
“cuts in the deficit every year”.

That means more attacks on 
public services, more wage curbs, 
more jobs lost and a squeeze on 
health and education.

Labour hopes to woo the 
bosses and the right wing media—
although all the evidence is that 
these people stick with the Tories. 

But Labour is now so 
committed to balancing the books 
that it ludicrously attacks the 
Tories for “unfunded promises” to 
spend more on the NHS. 

ed Miliband will not win by 
saying the Tories want too much 
money for health. 

The main parties’ manifesto 
launches underline that need for 
a socialist challenge to austerity 
and racism during the election 
campaign—and even more 
afterwards. 

In the three weeks to the vote 
we urge every reader to be part of 
the Stand Up to Ukip activities and 
the Trade Unionist and socialist 
Coalition campaigns.

Murphy’s Cuts Crisis 
The LABoUr leadership hung 

its Blairite Scottish leader Jim 
Murphy out to dry this week 

and essentially gave up in Scotland.
Murphy’s desperate battle to 

stop a meltdown in May and recast 
Labour in Scotland as more than a 
“branch office” has taken another 
heavy blow.

Murphy said in a televised 
debate last week, “We don’t have 
to make further cuts after 2015 
and 2016.”

But on Monday Labour’s 
shadow business secretary Chuka 

Umunna slapped him down saying 
Murphy “will not be in charge of 
the UK budget”.

Umunna pointed out that 
Labour leader Ed Miliband “was 
absolutely clear” that there will 
be more cuts under a Labour 
government. 

And Labour’s shadow 
chancellor Ed Balls made sure the 
point was driven home by telling 
Scots they won’t be exempt from 
spending cuts.

Scottish National Party (SNP) 
leaders can’t believe their luck. 

A poll by TNS last week showed 
more working class and younger 
voters moving to the SNP. 

Labour was down six points, on 
24 percent, and the SNP was up 
six points to 52 percent.

SNP support is fuelled by its 
“anti-austerity” message. 

They say their cuts won’t be as 
bad as Labour’s.

Yet in reality both parties will 
“balance the books” on the backs 
of the poor. 

That’s why we need a clear  
anti-austerity alternative.

We need to build 
a socialist 
challenge to 
austerity and 
racism

‘‘ 

the  tusC  
 campaign is   
 winning new  
 supporters 
Socialists are building resistance to 
austerity and racism with election 
campaigns, reports Nick Clark

The Trade Un ion i s t  and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) is run-
ning parliamentary candidates in 
seats across Britain.

Their campaigns are rooted in 
their communities—and their aim 
is to build the fights against auster-
ity and racism.

Jenny Sutton is the TUSC candi-
date in Tottenham, north London. 
She told Socialist Worker her cam-
paign has reached tens of thousands 
of people in the borough.

She said, “On Saturday we had 
25 people out campaigning across 
four street stalls and on Sunday  
20 people continued leafleting. 

“Some highly enthusiastic cam-
paigners have been crucial to the 
effort.”

Jenny explained how her cam-
paign had helped to find large num-
bers of people fed up with austerity, 
and involve them in fighting back.

She said, “There is a visceral 
hatred of austerity and the major 
parties.

Inspiring
“Our opposition to anti-immigrant 
racism is inspiring new people—as 
is our support for Palestine.”

Jon Woods, TUSC candidate for 
Portsmouth North, and Dave Gibson 
for Barnsley Central report similar 
experiences. Dave told Socialist 

Worker, “Our window posters have 
gone down well with people.

“We’ve had more than £80 from 
the South Yorkshire Freedom Riders. 

“And the Yorkshire region of the 
FBU firefighters’ union is donating 
£150. FBU activists stressed that 
they know they can always rely on 
us for solidarity.”

And Jon told Socialist Worker, 
“People are starting to recognise us 
in the North End area. 

“I met someone who was going 
to vote TUSC in the council election 
and Labour in the general election.

“We talked about the need to 
have a socialist organisation to the 

back story
TUSC candidates are standing 
up to racism and austerity
lMore than 130 TUSC 
parliamentary candidates will 
contest May’s general election
lover 600 candidates are 
standing for TUSC in councils
lall the mainstream parties 
support a version of austerity and 
most are scapegoating migrants
lMany people are fed up with the 
lack of choice from politicians
lBut TUSC is winning support 
from people who want to resist

left of Labour and after ten minutes 
she said she would vote for me.”

He added, “On Sunday afternoon 
we went canvassing.

Delighted
“A nurse who answered the door 
was delighted that TUSC was stand-
ing up for migrants. She said she and 
the other two voters in the family 
will be voting TUSC.”

TUSC campaigns in other 
areas have also gained support. 
Maxine Bowler is the candidate 
for Brightside and Hillsborough in 
Sheffield. 

She told Socialist Worker, 

“Around 100 people attended my 
campaign launch with TUSC chair 
Dave Nellist.

“I spoke to another 100 people 
at a People’s Assembly hustings and 
I’m due to speak at more.”

The strong TUSC campaigns are 
laying the groundwork for the fight 
against austerity after the election.

Simon Hester is Jenny’s election 
agent. He told Socialist Worker, “I 
have been involved in every election 
campaign in Tottenham since 2000. 

“This campaign has the smell of 
the 2005 “anti-war” general election 
when Respect did so well.

“But this time we are much better 

rooted and a significant number 
of new people are getting heavily 
involved.”

He added, “We are building a seri-
ous network for the battles ahead. 
But this raises questions about 
where we go next—and the possi-
bility of a more united left.”
Watch out for the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition election broadcast 
on Friday of this week on BBC2 at 
5.55pm, iTV at 6.25pm, BBC1 at 
6.55pm and Channel 4 at 7.55pm

on other pages...
Why does the left stand in  
elections? >>Pages 14&15

 Socialists take on councils
TUSC iS also standing 
candidates in a 
number of council 
wards.

June Jones is 
standing for the 
ashbrow seat in 
Kirklees, West 
Yorkshire.

She told Socialist 
Worker, “ashbrow 
is one of the most 
deprived areas of 
Kirklees.

“We’ve been 
focusing our campaign 

on the fight against 
the bedroom tax and 
benefit sanctions, with 

stalls outside the job 
centre.”

She added, “a lot 
of people are really 
disillusioned with 
politics. Some older 
residents have been 
voting labour all their 
lives and now they feel 
betrayed.

“But when they 
meet us it’s like a 
revelation for some of 
them—we’re showing 
that something can be 
done.”

Candidate June Jones

TUSC candidate Lynne Chamberlain in Greenwich, south east London, last weekend

 candidate

figure it out

20%
The corporation tax that firms 
have to pay after it was cut to a 
new low this year

1.6%
 rise in workers’ wages this year. 
Chancellor George Osborne 
predicted it would be 5.4 percent

5%
how much smaller than Osborne 
predicted Britain’s economy is

Book now on 0207 819 1190
or at marxismfestival.org.uk
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AnAlysis 
CHArlie Kimber

Use your vote to 
strengthen the left
WE NEED a clear and unashamed socialist alternative to 
austerity and racism. And you can’t wish for that without 
addressing seriously the task of creating it.

That is why Socialist Worker supporters are campaigning 
for the 136 Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
parliamentary candidates and the more than 600 council 
candidates. We will also vote for Left Unity and Respect.

It is wholly welcome that seven of the ten declared Left Unity 
parliamentary candidates across Britain are joint Left Unity-
TUSC. 

This should lead to cooperation during the election but 
also act as a spur towards a stronger, more united and more 
credible left afterwards.

We recognise that it is very unlikely that there will be 
major left breakthroughs at this election. The electoral 
system and the media encourage the view that it is a waste 
to choose a candidate that polls suggest cannot win.

But every vote won now means a stronger foundation for 
future struggles and for a more united left. It is a positive 
choice against business as usual and for a different sort 
of society, for greater democracy, for action over climate 
change and for an end to racism and Islamophobia.

Millions of workers who do not think much of Ed Miliband 
will nevertheless vote Labour to eject the Tories and block 
Ukip. In a withered and distorted way Labour retains a link 
to organised workers through the union leaders. If there is 
no left or radical candidate then we are for voting Labour.
If Labour forms the next government there will be a sense 
that at least some change is possible, and that workers can 
now demand an end to austerity, racism and war—even 
though Miliband has made no such claims. 

Labour-type parties used to disappoint their supporters 
after they were elected. Today Labour dashes all but the 
most limited illusions even before the ballot boxes open.

Embolden
If the Tories win it will embolden the bosses, the racists, the 
police chiefs and the right wing media to press on with even 
deeper cuts and more attacks on workers’ organisation. 

Many of those who vote for the Greens agree with much of 
what TUSC says. But the Greens have a higher media profile 
and seem to many a more “realistic” choice. 

However, although we back a vote for left-wing Greens 
such as Caroline Lucas in Brighton and similar candidates, 
the Green Party is not trying to build a socialist alternative 
based on the working class.  

In Scotland we call for a vote for TUSC, the Scottish 
Socialist Party and Left Unity. These candidates insist that 
the task of building a genuine anti-capitalist left cannot 
be postponed or avoided. Lining up behind the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) now will make it harder to mount a 
socialist challenge at the 2016 Scottish parliament elections. 

It is an illusion to think that it is an effective strategy to 
uncritically laud the SNP now and then gradually disengage 
over the next 12 months to present a genuinely radical 
alternative. The reality is that many of those on the left who 
say they are “lending” their support to the SNP will be on a 
very long loan.

In parts of Scotland where there is no socialist candidate it 
is impossible to call simply for a Labour vote or for an  
SNP one. 

Labour’s alliance with the Tories during the independence 
referendum campaign has alienated vast swathes of its 
working class supporters. 

The SNP is likely to gather up a rich harvest of previously 
Labour seats because it is seen to be more left wing on key 
issues such as Trident nuclear submarines, the NHS and 
resisting austerity.

But it implements cuts wherever it achieves office, wants 
tax cuts for big business, and frequently opposes strikes. It is 
not the alternative we need.

This emphasises that we must work towards a situation 
where the left is strong enough to stand everywhere. 

The strategic necessity for radicals and socialists is 
to create a genuine vehicle for working class political 
representation—one that challenges the rich and their 
system rather than embraces it. 

We need a class alternative to the Tories, Labour, the SNP 
and the Greens. Take to the streets for TUSC!

Anti-racists around Britain 
spend a day exposing Ukip   
Nigel Farage faced 
two protests last 
Saturday as the 
fight against Ukip 
gathers pace, writes 
Sadie Robinson 

Activists cAllED a pro-
test in canvey island, Essex, 
after discovering that Ukip 
leader Nigel Farage was due 
to speak at a rally. canvey 
island is in castle Point, a 
Ukip target seat. 

Tim Sneller told Socialist 
Worker, “Despite short 
notice, 30 activists from 
around south Essex picketed 
the meeting.

“The Ukip leader was 
greeted with chants of 
‘Immigrants are welcome 
here’ and ‘Nigel Farage we 
know you—you’re a racist 
Tory too’.”

Farage had already faced 
Stand Up to Ukip activists ear-
lier in the day in Thanet, Kent. 
Farage is campaigning to be 
elected MP in South Thanet.

Continental
Protester Jon Flaig told 
Socialist Worker, “Stand Up 
to Ukip supporters gathered 
outside Farage’s Ramsgate 
HQ to offer him a ‘continen-
tal breakfast’.

“Farage kept well away 
from the dozens of Stand Up 
to Ukip supporters, hiding in 
a pub a mile away. That didn’t 
stop an official Ukip car driv-
ing into, and injuring, three 
protesters when they offered 
the driver a croissant.”

A local activist explained 
how anti-Ukip campaign-
ers are winning support in 
the area. “Our street stalls 
are mobbed as soon as we 
set up,” they said. “People 

are coming to us for posters 
to put in their windows and 
boxes of flyers to deliver to 
their neighbours.

“Some 30,000 flyers have 
been delivered already. And 
one local workplace has a 
group campaigning against 
Ukip.”

In Bromley, south east 
London, Stand Up to Ukip 
activists gathered at a Ukip 
shop. They included activ-
ists from Bromley Disabled 
People Against Cuts and 
Bromley Trades Council.

Activists also ran stalls 
in Leeds, Scarborough and 
Cambridge.

Some 25 people, includ-
ing Labour and Green party 
members, handed out 1,500 
Stand Up to Ukip leaflets in 
Scarborough’s main shopping 
street.

Obnoxious
Leafleter Yusef said, “It 
brought awareness of Ukip’s 
obnoxious politics to the 
town and showed people 
they aren’t alone in opposing 
bigotry and racism.”

Kim Hunter said, “The 
activity wasn’t always easy. 
Seaside towns with shrunken 
tourist economies can be fer-
tile ground for racism.

“But many shoppers were 
angry about Ukip and some 
took extra leaflets to put in 
their windows.

“One shopper ripped 

up a leaflet, demanding to 
know what was wrong with 
her Downs Syndrome child, 
before realising we were 
against Ukip, not for it.”

Stand Up to Ukip called 
last Saturday’s national day 
of action. It planned to leaflet 
against Ukip at train stations 
on Thursday of this week. 
This will target stations that 
service commuters travelling 
to some of Ukip’s target areas.

Stand Up to Ukip has 
called two more days of 
action on 2 and 3 May—the 
weekend before the general 
election. Local groups should 
organise leafleting, meetings 
or other events.
leaflet london commuter 
stations against Ukip  
Thursday 16 April, 5.30pm-
7pm. Meet at London Bridge 
(Tooley St entrance), King’s 
Cross (Battle Bridge Place) and 
Liverpool Street (Bishopsgate 
entrance). standuptoukip.org

stAND UP to Ukip protesters out to challenge Nigel 
Farage on canvey island last saturday Picture: AdAm cochrAne

 Anti-nuclear protesters blockade Trident base 
HundRedS of protesters 
blockaded the faslane 
naval base in Scotland on 
Monday of this week. 

The event was called by 
the Scrap Trident coalition.

It followed one of 
Scotland’s biggest marches 
against nuclear weapons 
on 4 April in Glasgow.

faslane is where Trident 
nuclear submarines are 
based. 

from early morning 
the protesters chained 
themselves to each other 
ahead of shift change. 
Some 34 people were 
arrested.

Scrap Trident said 

workers had been sent 
home after being held 
in their buses for hours 
in the nearby town of 
Helensburgh.

The protest was against 
the renewal of the Trident 
nuclear weapons system, 
which will cost over 
£100 billion, when it goes 
to a vote in parliament 
next year. 

A protest was also held 
outside the Ministry of 
defence in London later 
in the evening with the 
central message to “Vote 
out Trident”.
Raymie Kiernan
scraptrident.orgProtesters blockade Faslane Picture: Sandra Franco/ScraP trident

Farage was not amused
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 Two all-out  
 strikes take  
 on austerity  
 in Scotland
Porters in Dundee are the second 
set of workers to start an indefinite 
walkout, reports Raymie Kiernan

Porters in the Unite union 
at ninewells and royal Victoria 
Hospitals in Dundee started an 
indefinite strike on tuesday of 
last week.

Low pay is a burning issue for 
many workers. 

And like the homelessness case 
workers in Glasgow (see right), the 
porters aren’t waiting for the gen-
eral election in May to improve 
their lot—but are fighting for it 
themselves.

Strikers told Socialist Worker 
they are out for the “long haul”. 

Their picket line is a statement of 
intent—complete with gazebo, fire 
brazier, table, chairs and even a TV 
and vacuum cleaner. 

The dispute goes back to a 2004 
pay review that put the workers on 
the lowest NHS wage, grade 1.

 They are fighting to be moved to 
grade 2, which is what most hospi-
tal porters in Scotland are on.

Striker Ross said, “On the wages 
we get you can only just pay bills. 
I have to say to my kids ‘dad’s got 
no pocket money for you’. You feel 
terrible because you want to treat 
your kids.”

Escalate
After a series of strikes this year the 
porters decided to escalate their 
action. “We were left with no choice 
but to go all-out,” said another 
striker, Vince.

“We’ve been victimised and bul-
lied by managers deducting wages 
incorrectly for the strikes we held 
over the last month. It’s made us 
more determined—we’re not giving 
up.”

The porters transport patients 
and medical supplies. They perform 
many tasks that are crucial to the 
caring environment.

Vince said, “We’re treated like 
numbers to be disposed of easily. 
They don’t care we’re low paid 
workers.”

Yet the man responsible for the 
workers’ treatment, NHS Tayside 
human resources director George 
Doherty, claims it’s the strike that 
shows disregard for patients.

Unite regional organiser Colin 
Coupar said NHS bosses are “are 
doing nothing to resolve the issue”. 

Trust bosses have tried to use 
anti-union laws against the porters. 

As Ross pointed out, “If the NHS 
can spend £100,000 to try and use 
the courts to stop our strike, it can 
afford to pay us properly.”

Scottish health minister Shona 
Robison is also a local MSP in the 
Scottish National Party (SNP), 
which opposes these laws.

Strikers have asked what she’s 
doing about the dispute. So far she 
has kept quiet.

The porters have been over-
whelmed by the solidarity they have 
received so far. 

They told Socialist Worker that 
dockers in Liverpool and Glasgow 
Unite branch both donated £5,000. 
Support has also come from ambu-
lance workers and firefighters.

Linking up with Glasgow home-
lessness caseworkers has inspired 
strikers to unite their fights. “We 
need to build pressure,” Ross said. “I 
think we should all go to Holyrood 
together and protest.”

The porters’ struggle is a beacon 
to everyone fighting austerity to 
defend our public services. We need 
to back them.
Workers’ names have been 
changed

solidarity
support the homelessness 
caseworkers in Glasgow and the 
hospital porters in Dundee, both 
out on indefinite strikes over pay
lGo to Glasgow Homeless 
Caseworkers Strike and Support 
Ninewells Porters on Facebook
lSend strike fund donations to 
Glasgow City Unison, 84 Bell St, 
Glasgow, G1 1LQ. For the Dundee 
workers, send cheques to Unite, 
110 Blackness Road, Dundee 
DD1 5PB or donate online at 
crowdfunder.co.uk/support-
ninewells-porters
lTo request a Glasgow striker 
to speak at your meeting and 
to send them messages of 
support write to enquiries@
glasgowcityunison.co.uk

Unison Union members lobbied Glasgow City Council last week Pictures: socialist Worker

Homelessness caseworkers challenge 
council bosses with ‘the empty chair’
AS GLASGOW’S homelessness 
caseworkers enter the third week 
of their indefinite strike over pay 
grading, solidarity is growing and 
they are having an impact.

Bosses have tried to talk down 
the job, saying workers only find 
accommodation for people. 

But their role includes much 
more, and Unison union rep Stuart 
told Socialist Worker that’s part of 
what they are defending.

“Those clients who require 
more specialist support are not 
having this identified and accessed 
for them,” he said. “Austerity 
has decimated the service. Over 
20 percent of the jobs have gone 
and aren’t being replaced.

Pressure
“We’ve been under so much 
pressure people are often off sick 
with work-related stress. So this 
strike is not just about pay but 
defending a service.”

Senior managers have been 
drafted in to ride out the strike. 
But workers question if the council 
is properly meeting its statutory 
duty to house anyone it has reason 
to believe may be homeless. 

Picket lines are solid and all 
70 Unison members are actively 

involved in the strike. Other 
workers not involved in the dispute 
have raised a collective grievance 
against managers pressuring them 
to cover the strikers’ work.

The workers demand parity with 
400 social care workers, who are 
paid up to £5,000 more to do a 
similar job.

Strikers are taking control of 

their dispute and getting creative 
with their action. They took a 
negotiating table to the employers 
last week as they lobbied the city 
council, with empty chairs for the 
bosses and councillors.

Services
Bosses claim they have been given 
a hearing “on three separate 
occasions” already. But the strikers’ 
blog points out two of these were 
with a human resources officer 
and director who “have no direct 
or working knowledge of how the 
service operates on the ground”.

The third was to a committee of 
councillors would soon afterwards 
vote through almost £30 million in 
cuts to services.

Regular street stalls are now 
getting their message out to build 
more solidarity. Strikers travel to 
Liverpool and London this week to 
speak to trade union branches. 

Council bosses hope the strike 
will fade but solidarity can keep a 
determined group of strikers out 
for as long as it takes to win.

Glasgow

A porter on the picket line in Dundee

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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A stop the War Coalition protest in Glasgow last saturday Picture: Josh Brown

Workers plan strikes to 
oppose Nazis in Greece
Greece’s public sector union 
federation ADeDY has called a 
four-hour strike on Monday of 
next week so workers can rally 
outside the trial of the fascist 
Golden Dawn.

Nearly 70 Golden Dawn 
members face jail, including 
party leaders, police officers 
and all of Golden Dawn’s Mps.

The organisation has been 
linked to racist attacks and 
beatings of political opponents, 
including the murders of 
migrant worker shehzad 
luqman and anti-fascist rapper 
pavlos Fyssas.

strikes and protests led 
by anti-fascist organisation 
Keerfa forced the last Tory-led 
government to announce an 
investigation into the party.

That investigation found an 
organised hierarchy directing 
attacks and “long-term 
penetration” of the police and 
intelligence services. but the 
Tories kept putting off the trial.

left party syriza, which now 
leads Greece’s government, is 
divided over how to approach 
Golden Dawn. 

Many of its activists will 
join the protests. but some 
syriza members have tried to 
rehabilitate the party’s Mps. 

under pressure from the 
blackmail of Greece’s creditors, 
they want to stress their 
constitutional legitimacy.

it has taken mass pressure 
from below to stop the 
authorities turning a blind eye 
to Golden Dawn’s violence. 

Keeping that pressure up 
is essential to stop the Nazis 
recovering and turning syriza’s 
difficulties to their advantage.

 Civilian deaths mount as  
 war in Yemen continues
by Ken Olende

some 650 civilians are con-
firmed killed since the saudi 
led attack on Yemen began last 
month. 

More than 100,000 people have 
been displaced. United Nations offi-
cials say air strikes have hit hospi-
tals, schools, a refugee camp and 
residential neighbourhoods.

The Saudi monarchy is leading a 
coalition attempting to dislodge the 
Houthi militia which forced presi-
dent Abd-Rabbuh Mansour Hadi to 
flee the capital, Sana’a. 

The Houthis are supported by 
Iran. 

The Saudis are leading the attack 
because they want to stop the 
growth of a rival regional power. 

The Saudi coalition is backed by 
the US, which is trying to reassert 
its influence. 

The attack has so far failed in its 
aims. 

A promised ground invasion has 
been delayed and a major coalition 
partner, Pakistan, has decided not 
to commit troops.

Ironically for the Saudis, the 
offensive may strengthen the 
Houthis. One Sana’a resident told 
the Daily Telegraph newspaper he 
would fight alongside the Houthis 
against the Saudi attack. 

Proverb
He said, “I am not a Houthi loyal-
ist but I am with them in this war 
because I believe in the Yemeni 
proverb—I am against my cousin, 
but I will be against his enemies.”

Soldiers loyal to former presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh have united 
with the Houthis in the capital.

Hadi fled to the southern port of 
Aden, but was forced to leave the 
country. 

Much of the fighting has moved 
to the southern port of Aden, where 
200 people have died in the past 
two weeks. The city is short of 
water and power. 

Most troops supporting him dis-
appeared when he left. 

This allowed the Houthi militias 
and troops loyal to former presi-
dent Saleh to advance on the city.

Two months ago there was 
a peaceful demonstration in 
Aden calling for the south to be 
independent. 

But now rival militias are fight-
ing across they city. 

The US has been providing the 
Saudis with logistical and intelli-
gence support. 

But it is now taking a more active 
role in finding targets and search-
ing vessels that approach the port 
of Aden. 

It has also provided additional 
bombs and fuel to aircraft attack-
ing Yemen. 

The US is also using drone strikes 

to attack targets in Yemen. 
The British government is sup-

porting the intervention and 
British-built planes are involved in 
the attacks.

A group of socialist organisa-
tions, including the Revolutionary 
Socialists in Egypt, has issued a 
statement condemning the treat-
ment of Yemen. 

Aggression
It says, “The revolutionary Marx-
ist organisations signatory to this 
statement, strongly condemn the 
various acts of aggression carried 
out by Houthi militias in alliance 
with the military, which is still 
controlled by the former tyrant of 
Yemen, Ali Abdullah Saleh, and 
strongly supported by the Islamic 
Republic of the mullahs of Iran. 

“These organisations also con-
demn the recent onslaught per-
petuated by the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and its allies in this brutal 
criminal process and calls for the 
cessation of hostilities between all 
the parties involved and the with-
drawal of all foreign military pres-
ence from Yemen.”

None of the undemocratic, une-
lected and repressive regimes that 
back the Saudi offensive will bring 
any sort of liberation. 

And nor will the Western forces 
that back them.
See the full statement from socialists 
in the region on the Revolutionary 
Socialists’ website bit.ly/1H0q4Rt

In BRIeF
French workers 
join mass demos
TenS of thousands of workers 
marched against austerity in 
Paris and as many in other 
french cities on Thursday of 
last week. Their main target was 
the Labour-type government’s 
attacks on workers’ rights.

There were also strikes in 
hundreds of workplaces as 
part of a day of action by the 
CGT, force ouvriere, fSU and 
Solidaires union federations. 
But the largest union federation, 
CfDT, did not take part.

Climate march 
held in Quebec 
MoRe THan 25,000 people 
marched through the streets of 
Quebec city demanding action 
on climate change on Saturday 
of last week.

The prime ministers of 
Canada’s 13 provinces met 
there to discuss their strategy 
on climate change in the run 
up to negotiations in Paris in 
December. 

They also discussed 
pipelines to bring oil from 
environmentally devastating tar 
sands to ports for export.

Indigenous people’s groups 
who have led the resistance to 
tar sands and pipelines were 
central to the demonstration.

US cop charged 
with murder
a PoLICe officer in the US 
has been charged with murder 
after footage emerged of him 
shooting a black man eight 
times in the back.

officer Michael Slager 
claimed that Walter Scott had 
“tried to overpower him” and 
“take his Taser”. 

But a video filmed by a 
witness revealed that Walter had 
in fact been running away at the 
time he was shot. It appeared 
Slager may have dropped a 
Taser next to Walter’s body.

Slager’s next court 
appearance is not until  
21 august.

FIguRe It Out
 2.1  billion dollars spent 

every second on 
fighting against 
green as a colour 
and backing purple

 1.1  dollars spent every 
second on fighting 
against green as a 
colour and backing 
purple colour and 
backing purple

 O  dollars spent every 
second on fighting 
against green as a 
colour and backing

Golden Dawn thugsFIguRe It Out

326
 people killed by Us cops 
so far in 2015 according to 
killedbypolice.net

1,100
 total amount of people killed 
by Us cops in 2014

0
 Us cops conivted of murder 
following on-duty killings int 
he last 20 years
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Solidarity 
with Yarmouk
Yarmouk Palestinian 
refugee camp near 
Damascus has been 
invaded by Isis and is 
being bombed by the 
assad regime in Syria. 

Palestinians there are 
suffering more than ever 
before. Please spread the 
word.

We need global 
solidarity to call for the 
liberation of Yarmouk. 

They need us to raise 
our voices. No to Isis. No 
to assad. No to Western 
intervention. Liberate 
Yarmouk! Justice for 
Palestine! 

Joshua Brown
Glasgow

Remembering 
Tony Cliff
IT’S fIfTeeN years since 
Socialist Workers Party 
founder Tony Cliff died.

His political break with 
the standard Trotskyist 
critique of russia after 
its revolution was of 
profound importance.

But his greatest 
achievement was 
keeping the central core 
of activist marxism alive. 

This is an orientation 
on the working class as 
the force that can change 
society and rebuild it. 

His writings are online 
are well worth reading 
today bit.ly/1Pnh10Q.

Martin Empson
Manchester

Keep rotten 
royals buried
a LoNg-dead king 
still gets more prime 
coverage than ordinary 
workers both past and 
present.

a month on from the 
reburial of richard III 
articles are still 
appearing about him. 

The upper classes 
take care of their own 
while we’re supposed 
to stand “humble and 
reverent” to a 500 year 
old dead monarch.

Eleanor Claxton-Mayer
Leeds

Return of the 
warmonger
I WaS sickened to see 
the reappearance of 
warmonger Tony Blair 
last week.

Labour seems to think 
he will make a difference 
during the election.

This is baffling. He 
launched a war that 
killed over a million 
Iraqis. He is a war 
criminal. 

    Charlotte Johnson
East London

Just a 
thought...

Protest outside Dungavel 

Detainees moved after joining protest
Following a protest at 
Dungavel detention 
centre in lanarkshire last 
month detainees have 
been moved. 

it is very hard to find 
out what has happened to 
them.

The demonstration 
outside the centre was 
organised by groups 
including the glasgow 
Campaign to welcome 
Refugees. 

when detainees inside 
heard us they began to 
join in with the chants. 

They had been involved 
in resistance in the weeks 
leading up to the protest, 

including going on a 
hunger strike. 

But now we believe the 
leader of the hunger 
strike has been deported, 
and some people were 
moved to England. 

The fact they’ve been 
moved means they will 
need to find new lawyers 
for their cases.

we had a petition on 
Dungavel at the protest 
against Trident last week. 
it went down really 
well—we got around 300 
signatures. 

People were queuing 
up to sign it.

we also intend to have 
a public meeting this 
month, and a national 
demonstration at 
Dungavel on 30 May.

Margaret Woods
Glasgow Campaign to 

Welcome Refugees

By fighting 
we can win
HealtH workers who 
knew victimised trade 
unionist Charlotte Monro 
were overjoyed about the 
news of her reinstatement 
(socialist worker, 11 
april). In the canteen 
nurses came up to hug us. 

Now we need to make 
sure there’s no more 
bullying and job cuts at 
Barts Health NHs trust.

we need to rebuild a 
fighting union to take on 
the next fights—such as the 
tories’ attacks on unsocial 
hours pay. If our leaders 
don’t lead, we need to build 
networks that can put on 
the pressure and take 
action. 

Charlotte’s victory shows 
that by fighting we can win.

Sam Strudwick, Whipps Cross 
Hospital Unison union rep (pc)

A personal 
recollection 
tHere Has been much 
chatter following a tV 
debate of party leaders in 
scotland last week.

People have commented 
on how well labour leader 
Jim Murphy performed.

as someone who knew 
Murphy in my student days 
at strathclyde University, I 
feel that I should bring a 
little balance. 

You might think he’s just 
a self-seeking, ultra-Blairite, 
warmongering, pro-market, 
pro-Zionist, Unionist 
scumbag. But that would be 
a bit unfair. 

He’s also cynical and 
back-stabbing, with all the 
warmth of a dead eel and 
all the charisma of a table 
leg. Hope that helps.

Mark Brown
Glasgow

Counter-revolution is driving 
the bloody conflict in Yemen
ThE ConFliCT in Yemen is 
misrepresented in the mainstream 
media. it paints the resistance in 
the city of aden as being either 
pro-imperialist backers of the 
president hadi, or al Qaida. 

South Yemen has in fact 
witnessed peaceful movements for 
independence since 2007. 

The current battle is between 
that movement and former 
president ali abdullah Saleh and 
his houthi militia allies who 
recently invaded the city. 

The movement has real local 
support and has now been forced 
into full scale armed struggle 
against Saleh and the houthi. 

Saleh and his allies have been 
committing atrocities since their 

invasion of aden, killing hundreds 
and wounding over a thousand 
more civilians through sniping and 
shelling. whole families have been 
burned alive by the shelling of 
their houses.

in one case those emerging from 
a burning building tried to wave 
white flags, but were still gunned 
down. ambulances were targeted. 

Saleh stepped down in 2011 to 
head off the revolutionary uprising 
in the country. But resistance 
continued against the hadi regime 
that took his place, with people 
boycotting his fraudulent election 
in 2012. 

Saleh had been preparing for 
this attack. he dug tunnels for his 
fighters and hid enormous stores 

of weapons in civilian businesses. 
Few have any illusions that the 

Saudis can bring any solution as 
they support the despised hadi 
and continue a forced unity of 
north over South.

Saudi intervention was not 
asked for. The fighting has been 
done by the local resistance, with 
the support of the population. 

The west, Saudi arabia and 
others are responsible for this 
disaster. as part of the counter 
revolution in 2012 they brokered 
an agreement which gave 
immunity to war criminal Saleh.

The only possible solution now 
is to restart the revolution.

Mirfat Sulaiman 
Birmingham

Our solidarity doesn’t 
stop at prison walls
soCIalIst worker is 
on the side of all those 
oppressed by the capitalist 
system—including those it 
locks up behind bars.

that’s why we make 
the paper available free of 

charge 
to 

prisoners in jails and 
detainees in immigration 
removal centres.
To get your delivery, email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk, 
call 020 7819 1171 or write 
to Socialist Worker sub-
scriptions, PO Box 42184, 
London SW8 2WD. 
And tell us your story, using 
the contact details at the top 
of this page
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work out the costs.”
The tests will have an impact on 

even younger children as the pressure 
grows to “prepare” for the test. 

Early years workers will be judged 
on whether they have delivered chil-
dren to reception who are “school 
ready”.

Worried parents will start trying 

to prepare their children for the test.
The six firms flogging the tests 

are the Centre for Evaluation and 
Monitoring Durham University 
(CEM), Early Excellence, GL 
Assessment, Hodder Education, 
National Foundation for Educational 
Research (NFER) and Speech Link.

There were an estimated 705,138 
four year olds in England and Wales 
in mid-2013. For the firms each child 
opens up an opportunity to cash in.

GL Assessment is part of GL 
Education Group “one of the UK’s 
leading providers of formative 
assessments”. 

Acquired
Investcorp acquired GL Education 
Group from private equity firm 
Veronis Suhler Stevenson in 2012. 

Investcorp boss James Mahoney 
said GL Education Group “commands 
a leading competitive position in the 
UK ‘high-stakes’ education assess-
ment market”.

GL Assessment Ltd has seen its 
worth soar in recent years. In 2009 its 
net worth was nearly £12 million. In 
2013 that had gone up to £33 million.

CEM’s questions for judging chil-
dren include whether they “separate 
from main carer with ease”.

Speech Link’s baseline test is 
£4.95 plus VAT per child. It helpfully 
reminds potential buyers, “Remember 
you can spend your pupil premium 
funding on these packages.”

Speech Link has also grown in 
value. Its net worth was £118,778 
in 2009–in 2013 it had risen to 
£322,163.

Early Excellence markets itself as 
more child-friendly as it doesn’t use 
test questions for its baseline. 

Instead it asks teachers to answer 
various questions about a child based 
on their observations.

Not content with targeting chil-
dren in reception, it is also set to trial 
an assessment for children on entry 
to nursery.

It is flogging its baseline test for 
£3.10 per child, excluding VAT, plus 
an £85 registration fee.

Paula Champion is a nursery 
teacher in Cambridge. 

She told Socialist Worker, “Early 
Excellence has a lot of respect among 
early years teachers. But I am very 
angry at them for bidding to do 

the tests—and so are a lot of other 
teachers.”

Early Excellence tests use the 
Leuven scale that early years teach-
ers use to judge children’s well-being 
and development.

Paula said, “They’ve taken the 
Leuven scale and repackaged it so 
that they can get the kind of data 
from it that the government wants. 
That’s all they’ve done. 

“And they will make a huge 
amount of money from it.

“This is not doing early years edu-
cation or children any favours.”

Early Excellence has also boosted 
its value in recent years. In 2008 its 
net worth was £783,463. By 2013 it 
had rose to over £1 million.

Tactyc, an association for early 
years trainers, is one of several 
groups that has denounced the tests.

Vulnerable
It said the plan “runs the risk of label-
ling particularly vulnerable children 
as ‘failing’ from the moment they 
begin formal schooling”.

It added, “A stated purpose of the 
tests will be to hold early years edu-
cation providers to account for the 
extent to which they have prepared 
children to school.

“The tests risk distorting early 
years education as practitioners feel 
driven to drill young children in rote 
literacy and numeracy skills.”

The firms have other ways of 

making money too.
Speech Link organises “training 

courses” for teachers costing £130 
plus VAT per person. Early Excellence 
sells furniture.

And as the culture of testing 
spreads, private firms running clubs 
claiming to help children get through 
them will grow.

The tests can be stopped—if teach-
ers and parents launch a big enough 
campaign against them. The NUT 
union agreed at its annual conference 
earlier this month to ballot for a boy-
cott of the tests.

It also agreed to work with cam-
paigning groups to “persuade schools 
not to start the scheme in September 
2015”.

“The first thing teachers should 
do is call a union meeting in their 
school,” said Paula. “Teachers need 
to discuss this and invite speakers in 
to explain the issues.

“They should talk to parents too 
as many will be against the tests. 
Teachers need to tell their school 
management that they don’t want to 
do the tests. 

“And our union needs to make 
sure they know they are not alone in 
standing up for children’s education.”

Go to tactyc.org.uk and  
toomuchtoosoon.org for more 
information. Contact  
saratomlinson@hotmail.com and 
paulachampion@tiscali.co.uk for 
speakers

Educating for failure

 Tests do not help 
children learn. they have 
distorted education.

Children are eager to 
learn and are inquisitive about the 
world around them. 

But instead of lessons being 
interesting and helping young 
people develop, teachers are forced 
to turn them into practice runs for 
tests. 

Hours are taken up with boring 
worksheets, quizzing kids on each 
tiny fact on the page.

Human beings develop the 
ability to talk, read, write and 
listen thorough co-operation and 
encouragement. But these are now 
being broken down and taught in 
small chunks to be tested.

Testing children is an integral 
part of the education system under 
capitalism. They are undertaken 
individually instead of in groups, 
and so the idea of competition is 
portrayed as natural.

Under capitalism education 
plays an economic and an 
ideological role. It is tailored to 
meet the needs of the economy 
by churning out what the bosses 

need—and anything more is a 
waste of money.

Tests divide children up into 
rigid categories to prepare them 
for a future workforce.

No matter what the firms 
providing the tests say, children 
know they are being judged and 
sorted into whether they are 
“smart” or not.

But it’s capitalism that limits 
potential. Poverty, discrimination 
and oppression all have an impact 
on educational ability.

Working class people hardly get 
a chance to develop their ability—
because they are turned off 
education from the start. 

How well you do in the 
system isn’t down to some innate 
intelligence. It has more to do with 
class.

The battle against the tests 
can show up class division, the 
priorities of the system and its 
limits.

Socialists want a better, broader 
and more equal education system. 
We also need to fight to overthrow 
a system that distorts the lives of 
millions to prop up a rich few.

TORIES’ 
TESTING
TIMES
T

he tories are bringing 
in tests for four year olds 
so they can close schools 
and sack teachers.

The tests have noth-
ing to do with improving 

children’s education—and the Tories 
admit it. 

Rather they will be used to rank 
schools and write some off as “fail-
ing”—or as the Tories put it, to “hold 
schools to account”.

The Tories are quite keen on fail-
ing schools because it gives them 
a reason to close them and replace 
them with academies. 

And they like labelling experienced 
teachers as failures because they can 
then be thrown on the scrapheap and 
replaced with cheaper alternatives.

Children will face the tests just 
weeks into their reception year. The 
vast majority of children begin recep-
tion when they are four years old.

They will receive a score as a result 
of the test. The government says this 
will not be used to track individual 
children’s progress. 

Instead it will be used to compare 
their progress with other children 
who got the same score and generate 
a “progress measure for the school”.

The Tories say the tests, sold to 
schools by six approved private com-
panies, won’t come into force until 
September next year. 

Yet there is already pressure on 
schools to select a firm and trial the 

tests this year. In February all six firms 
were told they had to recruit 1,638 
schools by the end of this month or 
risk losing government approval.

The Tories constantly tell us there 
is no money. And it is estimated that 
schools will face a 12 percent funding 
cut per pupil after the election—who-
ever is in office.

Yet implementing the new baseline 
tests could cost around £5 million a 
year. By the time the first batch of 
tested children leave school, the tests 
will have cost around £35 million.

Providers say it will take teach-
ers up to 30 minutes to adminis-
ter the test to each child. They will 
have a maximum of 30 children in a 
class—so it could take 15 hours to get 
through the whole class.

Devastating
The tests are an attack on education 
workers and will have a devastating 
impact on children.

Education experts say it is impos-
sible to properly assess a child in the 
weeks when they are adjusting to 
being at school. 

As one teacher put it, “In the first 
few weeks, you are mainly trying to 
stop the child crying.”

And teachers,  authors and 
others have denounced the tests as 
meaningless.

The money spent on the tests will 
also divert yet more money from 
children’s education. Schools are 

already struggling because of lack of 
resources.

Lewis Doig is an early years teacher 
in Kent. He told Socialist Worker, 
“Your ability to function is limited 
by the room size, class size, lack of 
resources for children with special 
educational needs and the emphasis 
on results.”

Like many teachers, Lewis said the 
tests weren’t aimed at making life 
better for children.

“There’s a nasty agenda behind 
baseline testing,” he said. 

“The government wants to look 
at a child’s test results and where 
they’re at when they’re 17 to see what 
‘return’ they are getting. They want to 

There’s a nasty agenda behind 
the Tories’ plans to test children 
as young as four. They will 
set children and schools up 
for failure while robbing vital 
education funds to give to big 
firms.  
But there is resistance, writes 
Sadie Robinson



What We 
stand for
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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contact 
the sWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SocialiSt Worker 
PUBLIC meetIngs

Chesterfield
syriza and socialist strategy
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library  
(enter via Cafe Browser),  
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL 

{ }SocialiSt Worker 
BranCh meetIngs

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

Aberdeen
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,   
AB10 1JG
bArnsley
What do socialists say 
about Kurdistan?
Thu 23 Apr, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St,  
S70 1AP
birminghAm: City Centre
As russell brand releases 
the emperor’s new 
Clothes—what would real 
democracy look like?
Thu 30 Apr, 7pm,
Priory rooms,  
Quaker Meeting House, 
40 Bull St, B4 6AF
bolton
Capitalism vs the climate—
is naomi Klein right?
Wed 22 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
brighton
blacklisting—the 
victimisation of activists
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
bristol: north
how radical are the greens?
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House,  
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
bristol: south
have mainstream 
politics failed?
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
The Robin Hood, 
56 St Michael’s Hill, BS2 8DX
CArdiff
the Westminster elite—is 
the old party system dying?
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
Chelmsford
how do we fight for 
women’s liberation?
Thu 21 May, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
Coventry
how radical are the greens?
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre, 
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
derby
Are we heading for an 
economic recovery—
or another slump?
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL 
donCAster
the Westminster elite—is 
the old party system dying?
Wed 22 Apr, 7pm,
Women’s Centre,  
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
dundee
Why socialists 
oppose fracking
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,  
DD1 1LL
essex
the labour Party and 
the general election
Thu 7 May, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,  
Chelmsford CM1 2QL

exeter
the Westminster elite—is 
the old party system dying?
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW
glAsgoW: south
50 years since his 
assassination—the 
legacy of malcolm x
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St, 
G42 7RA
hArloW
As russell brand releases 
the emperor’s new 
Clothes—what would real 
democracy look like?
Thu 30 Apr, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys,  
CM18 6BX
huddersfield
imperialism and the 
Kurdish question
Wed 22 Apr, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP
iPsWiCh
Why we say that workers 
have the power to 
change the world
Tue 5 May, 7pm,
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St, IP1 1TF
KirKCAldy
the Westminster elite—is 
the old party system dying?
Mon 4 May, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s pub,
297 High St,
KY1 1JL

lAnCAster
Capitalism vs the climate—
is naomi Klein right?
Thu 23 April, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,  
LA1 1TX
leeds: City Centre
Was there a golden age 
of the labour Party?
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
Swarthmore Education Centre, 
2-7 Woodhouse Square,  
LS3 1AD
london:  
brent & hArroW
A rebel’s guide to 
eleanor marx
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre,  
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close to 
the station),   
W10 5XL
london: brixton
the middle east in 
crisis—isis, syria, egypt, 
yemen and Palestine
Wed 22 Apr, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre (near 
Effra Rd, facing Windrush 
Square),  2b Saltoun Rd,  
SW2 1EP
london: CAmden
greece—an 
eyewitness report
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd,  
NW1 1TT
london: eAling
the role of social media in 
the revolutionary party
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery, 185 High St, 
Acton, W3 9DJ    

london: hornsey 
And Wood green
france—the resistible 
rise of marine le Pen and 
the nazi front national
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
West Indian Cultural Centre,  
9 Clarendon Rd,  
N8 0DD
london: islington
Why are there so many 
wars in the middle east?
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm
The Old Fire Station, 
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
london: leWishAm
is marxism still 
relevant today?
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and DLR 
Station), SE10 8JA

london: neWhAm
Capitalism vs the climate—
is naomi Klein right?
Wed 22 Apr, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP
london: southWArK
A people’s history 
of may day
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
For the venue go to 
Facebook: SWP - Southwark
london: tottenhAm
boko haram and 
nigeria today
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd,  
N17 9JB
mAnChester: Chorlton
As russell brand releases 
the emperor’s new 
Clothes—what would real 
democracy look like?
Wed 29 Apr, 7pm,
Proof Bar,
30 Manchester Rd, M21 0BQ
mAnChester City Centre
how capitalism works—a 
marxist alternative
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,  
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
mAnChester: longsight 
And levenshulme
india—who kicked 
out the british?
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Food Factory,
884 Stockport Rd, M19 3BN
neWCAstle
syriza and socialist strategy
Thu 23 Apr, 7pm
The Labour Club, 
11 Leazes Park Rd,
NE1 4PF
nottinghAm
isis and counter revolution 
—a marxist analysis
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG1 3FN
oxford
Are we heading for an 
economic recovery—
or another slump?
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Restore, 
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd), 
OX4 1YH
Portsmouth
france—the resistible 
rise of marine le Pen and 
the nazi front national
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
rotherhAm
Can there be a 
revolution in britain?
Wed 29 Apr, 7pm,
Talbot Lane Methodist Church,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY
southAmPton
how can Palestine be free?
Wed 29 Apr, 7.30pm,
High Street Cafe, 
153 High St, SO14 2BT
sWAnseA
China in the world today  
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, 
SA2 0BP

WigAn
immigration—the myths 
used to divide us
Wed 22 Apr, 7pm,
Anvil Arms,
Dorning St, WN1 1ND
yorK
is there a parliamentary 
road to socialism?
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MoveMent  
eventS

nAtionAl
marxism 2015 festival
Thu 9-Mon 13 Jul,
Central London.
marxismfestival.org.uk
brAdford 
Celebrate all our cultures
Gig organised by Love Music 
Hate Racism with folk, jazz, 
bhangra, musica polaca, poetry, 
storytelling.
Wed 22 Apr, 8pm-11pm,
Delius Arts and Cultural 
Centre,
29 Great Horton Rd,
BD7 1AA
£3
Chesterfield 
tusC public meeting
Wed 29 Apr, 7.30pm,
Market Halls,
Market Place, S40 1PB
dorChester
is the electoral system 
fragmenting?
Sat 9 May, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite County 
Hall), Colliton Park, DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
edinburgh
Why you should 
vote socialist
Joint TUSC, Left Unity and 
SSP meeting.
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
Augustine Church, 
41 George IV Bridge,
EH1 1EL
london
blacklisted—the secret 
War between big business 
and union Activists 
With author Dave Smith.
Tue 21 Apr, 6.30pm,
Bookmarks bookshop,
1 Bloomsbury St, WC1B 3QE
£2. bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
london: WAlthAm forest 
election hustings
Wed 22 Apr, 7pm,
With Steven Cheung (Lib 
Dems), Stella Creasy (Labour), 
Michael Gold (Green), Molly 
Samuel-Leport (Conservative), 
Nancy Taaffe (TUSC).
Walthamstow School for Girls,
Church Hill, E17 9RZ

SocialiSt Worker  BranCh meetIngs

dorChester
Sat 9 May, 12 noon,
Colliton Club (opposite 
County Hall), 
Colliton Park,  
DT1 1XJ 

leiCester
Wed 29 Apr, 7pm,
Leicester Adult 
Education College,
2 Wellington St,  
LE1 6HL

london:  
WAlthAm forest
Wed 29 Apr, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House,  
1a Jewel Rd  
(off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU

norWiCh
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place,  
NR2 2SA

sheffield:  
City Centre
Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm,
Central United 
Reformed Church, 
60 Norfolk St (near the 
Crucible theatre), S1 2JB

WolverhAmPton 
And WAlsAll
Wed 22 Apr, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, King St, 
WV1 1ST

SocialiStS and electionS 

1 bloomsbury street,  london WC1b 3Qe l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Bookmarks the socialist bookshop

£9.99£3 £2
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exhibitions 
hoW do i look? 
Leeds Art Gallery, 
Leeds LS1 3AA 
Until 31 December  
Free entry 
leeds.gov.uk 
#HowDoILook

THIS exHIbITIon presents a 
historic looks at how people 
have used fashion to present 
themselves from wigs to 
moustaches and mascara.

It uses the objects to look 
at gender, class and different 
cultures through time.

Highlights range from 
photos to ancient egyptian 
kohl pots.

A World to Win: PoSterS 
of ProteSt And  
revolution
The Gallery at The Civic, 
barnsley S70 2HZ 
Until 13 June 

From THe Suffragettes 
to the recent occupy 
movements, the poster 
has been used to mobilise, 

educate and organise. 
bringing together around 70 
posters, this exhibition looks 
at the defining features of 
protest graphics.

 Unpredictable fantasy tries  
to have its cake and eat it 
As the fifth series of Game of Thrones hits our screens, Ken Olende looks at 
how the brutal world it depicts has attracted such a widespread following
Game of Thrones has many fans 
who normally hate fantasies that 
are set in pseudo medieval worlds 
with dragons. 

Its fifth season begins this week, 
and the relationships between the 
characters promise to remain com-
plex and subtle.

The world of the Seven Kingdoms 
has collapsed into civil war. Farms 
and forests are torn up by passing 
armies and raided by bandits.

This is an ancient society where 
the people appear insignificant in the 
ruins of a semi mythical past.

They assume that the wall in the 
north was built to keep out “wildling” 
raiders, not much greater threats 
they can barely imagine.

The vast cast allows it to concen-
trate on different people.

So at the end of the last series, 
the house of Lannister’s sympathetic 
dwarf son, Tyrion, killed his heartless 
father with a crossbow as he sat on 
the toilet. 

Meanwhile, Arya, the teenage 
daughter from the defeated house 
of Stark, has spent the past few sea-
sons crossing a warzone to find her 
family. 

She finally gave up and set sail for 
a new life, possibly as an assassin.

violence
This is a society defined by its vio-
lence and unpredictability.

Any character who looks set to 
come out on top is more likely to be 
betrayed and poisoned.

The violence for which the series 
is renowned is not simply gratuitous. 

However, it does try to have its 
cake and eat it, particularly over sex. 

It rejoices in a range of strong 
female characters, but most end up 
naked at some point.

The TV series has expanded the 
use of sexual violence from the books 
it’s based on. This can be in quite 
unpleasant ways, even implying that 
rape can be acceptable.

It has a multiracial cast. But a plot 
line that sees a particularly Aryan 
princess conquer kingdoms and free 
the helpless and grateful slaves is 
uncomfortable.

Despite these faults it is better than 
most dramas without dragons. 

But it would be difficult for anyone 
who hasn’t followed the plot’s intri-
cate tapestry to pick it up at this 
stage.

With the whole world in decline 
a neat ending seems ever more 
unlikely—no matter how long the 
series continues.
Game of Thrones—Season five  
Sundays, 9pm  
Sky Atlantic 
out now

Cover albums forecast a new storm
Music 
YeSterdAY i hAd the blueS
Jose James 
blue note records 
Coming forth bY dAY 
Cassandra Wilson 
Sony records 
out now

HOw can the modern day 
jazz artist hope to celebrate 
the centenary of the legendary 
Billie Holiday by covering her 
songbook?

There’s certainly no value 
in just trying to replicate her 
unique vocal inflections or sense 
of timing, because she will 
always be better than you.

Jose James and cassandra 
wilson know this and in very 
different ways have tried to 

capture Holiday’s spirit instead.
Her style was marked by an 

ability to combine fragility with 
enormous power and presence 
that were an act of defiance.

James’s approach is sparse 
and rests heavily on his precise 
vocals.

Using only a four piece band, 
he extends syllables to twist 
the meaning of well-known 
song lines. On Loverman we get 
Holiday’s pain writ large, but we 
definitely know those longings 
are not hers alone.

James’s brilliance is in the way 
he phrases each particular line.

wilson heads in the other 
direction completely.

The songs are richly filled 
with orchestration, slide guitars, 
accordions and sometimes 
veer into darkness. Perhaps 

unsurprising, given the album is 
produced by nick Launay of nick 
cave and the Bad Seeds.

Sometimes coming Forth 
sounds like it has been recorded 
today, but in the kind of bar that 
Holiday might have played in 
during the 1950s. 

at other points wilson’s voice 
feels like part of a modern 
soundscape.

In either case, there’s no way 
this is simple pastiche.

James and wilson each cover 
the anti-lynching song Strange 
Fruit in ways that honour its 
history but which remake it for 
today. 

Both versions remain 
harrowing in their own right—
and both tell us that there’s a 
storm coming in the US. 
Yuri Prasad

bILLIe hoLIDaY  

Billie Holiday centenary

an anti-conscription poster
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4 NHS for Sale—Myths, 
Lies and Deception
Jacky Davis, David Wrigley, 
John Lister

5 Sexism and the system
Judith Orr

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE



15history & theory14
Socialist Worker  18 April 2015Socialist Worker  18 April 2015

used mainly to pay for local ser-
vices in richer London boroughs.

The councillors were sent to 
jail for their refusal to collect. 

But they had built a mass 
movement of protests, which 
spread to other London bor-
oughs and gained support from 
the TUC. 

This movement not only 
forced the Tory-Liberal coalition 
to release the councillors, but 
defeated its attempts to force the 
council to collect the rates.

T
he Russian revo-
lutionary Vladimir 
L e n i n  a r g u e d 
against the idea 
t h a t  s o c i a l -
ism could come 

through parliament. But his 
Bolshevik party still had six 
MPs in the Duma, the Russia 
parliament. 

When Bolsheviks MPs put  
questions to ministers around 
issues behind strikes and pro-
tests, it was to expose the 
Duma’s failure to satisfy work-
ers’ demands.

By working in this way, 
socialists can also use the par-
liamentary system to expose its 
limitations.

In 1972 Bernadette Devlin, 
the socialist MP for Mid Ulster, 
famously punched Tory home 
secretary Reginald Maudling in 
parliament. 

Maudling had been trying 
to justify the Bloody Sunday 
massacre, when British troops 
murdered 14 Irish civil rights 
marcher in Derry. 

Devlin was condemned for 
her “violence”, but she exposed 
who was really to blame. 

Devlin’s work inside par-
liament was directed towards 

building mass resistance 
outside.

Speaking to Socialist worker 
in 2005 she said, “Parliament 
was a megaphone, which meant 
that what we were up to had a 
bigger impact”.

A radical approach to parlia-
ment doesn’t mean relying on a 
small group of people to make 
changes for us. 

Nor does it even mean trying 
to force through “radical” 
reforms with the passive back-
ing of the working class.

The point is to use parlia-
ment to help build working 
class consciousness, confidence 
and organisation outside it.

That can help create a move-
ment capable of smashing the 
bosses’ state, and fighting for a 
socialist society that’s genuinely 
democratic and based on work-
ers’ self-organisation. 

A Yes rally in 
Scotland during 
the referendum 
(top) Bernadette 
Devlin, who 
became a socialist 
MP for Mid Ulster 
(above) 

eyewitness 
palestine

‘There is talk of a coming 
Third Intifada’

Michael Lavalette 
visited refugee camps 
in the West Bank and 
spoke to young people  
brutalised by the 
Israeli Defence Force

IN PALeSTINe solidarity 
circles there is a tendency to 
focus on the horrors inflicted 
on the people of Gaza. 

The blockade and the 
repeated bombing of the strip 
understandably focuses minds 
and solidarity efforts.

Gazans find themselves 
under constant pressure and 
frequent attack from the 
Israeli state and from the 
egyptian armed forces.

In comparison the refugees 
on the West Bank seem less 
pressured. But in reality 
their struggles are no less 
desperate.

Recently I visited the 
refugee camp in Tulkarm in 
the Palestinian West Bank.

The camps across the West 
Bank are places of poverty 
and hardship. 

Unemployment is running 
at over 50 percent and the 
majority of families live on 
less than £1.50 a day. This 
makes them some of the 
poorest people on the planet.

They suffer daily 
harassment from Israel’s 
military, known as the Israeli 
Defence Force (IDF), and 
settlers. Many young men 
continue to be picked up and 
arrested under Administrative 
Detention—detention without 
trial.

But there is evidence of a 
more sinister turn in the IDF’s 
response to Palestinian young 
people. In the last year the 
IDF has shot and killed an 
increasing number of young 
men from the camps.

I spent one afternoon in the 
Jallazon camp, just north of 
Ramallah. In the last year five 
children have been killed and a 
further 100 seriously injured.

The Jallazon camp is 
across a busy road from the 
illegal and growing Israeli 
settlement of Beit eil.

The United Nations school 
that the children of the camp 
attend is on the “wrong” side of 
the road. The settlers and the 
IDF regularly harass the pupils.

I met three young people 

who had all been shot.
Mamoud, aged 15, was 

protesting against the 
expansion of the camp. He 
threw a stone and was shot 
through the neck. 

This was a head shot. It 
aimed to kill. Luckily for 
Mamoud it only took a chunk 
of his throat.

Malik, aged 16, was 
walking home when he came 
across an IDF patrol. The 
sergeant shot him in the leg. 
He used a dumdum bullet 
which exploded on impact. 

All the bones below the right 
knee were shattered and had 
to be removed.

Ata, aged 12, was mucking 
about with his friends at 
school. They threw his bag 
over the school wall. He 
climbed over to get it and 
found himself face to face 
with an IDF patrol. 

They refused to give his 
bag back. They told him to 
come to their checkpoint the 
following day and get it then.

When he went the 
following day they shot him 
in the stomach. The bullet 
smashed his spinal column on 
the way out. 

These attacks are not 
unique to Jallazon. There 
are reports of similar things 
happening at camps across 
the West Bank.

Tensions are growing across 
the West Bank. The strategy 
pursued by Mahmoud Abbas, 
president of the Palestinian 
Authority, offers little for the 
refugees in the camps. 

Twice in the past—from 
1987 and 2000—such tension 
has led to mass uprisings or 
“Intifadas”. 

Now there is open talk of a 
coming Third Intifada. 

In these circumstances 
raising political and economic 
support for Palestine exposes 
the role of both Israel and 
imperialism in the oppression 
of Palestinians. 

This summer’s Big Ride for 
Palestine, when 1,000 cyclists 
will ride from edinburgh to 
London over nine days, is a 
case in point.
For more information about 
the Big Ride for Palestine 
see redspokes.co.uk/
thebigride/book-here.php

back story
Some 800,000 Palestinians 
were forced into exile in 
1948-9
lDuring the June 1967 war 
a further 325,000 became 
refugees
lThe past 40 years have 
seen the establishment 
of over 200 illegal Israeli 
settlements, housing nearly 
500,000 settlers
lThe “separation barrier” 
in the West Bank cuts off 
Palestinians from water, 
hospitals and farm land

The majority of 
families in the 
West Bank live 
on less than 
£1.50 a day

‘‘ ‘‘ read more
 
Left Wing Communism—an 
Infantile Disorder 
by Vladimir Lenin  
£2.00

The Vote: How it was won 
and how it was undermined 
by Paul Foot. Usually priced 
at £13.99, the book is on 
special offer at £9.99.

Available from Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

S
ocialist Worker 
s u p p o r t e r s 
across Britain 
are campaign-
ing for a left 
alternative to 

austerity and racism in the 
general election. 

We’re standing as part 
of the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
and supporting other left 
candidates. 

Revolutionary socialists 
argue that we can’t trans-
form society through parlia-
ment. The present state exists 
to defend the interests of cap-
italists against workers. 

Only a mass working class 
movement from below can 
bring about a fundamental 
break with capitalism. 

But that doesn’t mean we 
write elections off.

They are an arena of 
struggle—particularly at the 
moment. 

They are a window of 
opportunity when activists  
have “official permission” 
to hold political  conversa-
tions and people expect to be 
engaged in political argument. 

Since the dominant ideas 
in society are shaped by the 
ruling  class, socialists cannot 
squander this platform for our 
own arguments. 

elections are an opportu-
nity to put forward a socialist 
alternative. 

They give a chance to group 
together people who want 
change, challenge the main par-
ties and lay a basis for the fur-
ther development of a stronger 
left after the election.

elections can be used to 
question the inequality, divi-
sion, waste and violence of 
capitalism. 

They are a chance to encour-
age protests, strikes and mass 
action. If socialists don’t stand 
at election time the only voices 
heard are varying types of capi-
talist politicians. 

And if left candidates are 
elected it can raise the con-
fidence and combativity of 
workers.

Encouraged 
It would be excellent if we had 
a socialist voice outside Labour 
in parliament that encour-
aged strikes, supported those 
who are scapegoated, and 
denounced racism and British 
imperialism. 

election campaigns and 
results will impact on how we 
build workers’ struggle outside 
parliament.

When socialists are elected, 
it can make a difference to the 
struggle—and it’s a blow when 
the right win.

No one can seriously argue 
that it wouldn’t matter if the 
racist Ukip leader Nigel Farage 
became an MP in South Thanet 
in Kent. 

Ukip getting a good result 
would shift politics to the right.

The drumbeat for a crack-
down on Muslims and migrant 
workers would reach even more 
dangerous decibel levels. 

It would also signal that 

racism is “acceptable” and give 
confidence to racists and Nazis. 

Likewise, another Tory win 
would be hugely demoralising 
to everyone who wants to see 
the back of them.

When the radical left party 
Syriza was elected in Greece, it 
gave hope to millions looking 
for a break with austerity. 

Its difficulties in making this 
happen are a reminder of the 
limitations of seeking change 
through parliament. But humil-
iating the parties of austerity 

was a blow to bosses all over 
europe. 

Christina Buchholz is a 
Marxist MP in Germany in the 
radical left Die Linke party. 

She was one of only three Die 
Linke MPs not to vote for the  
rotten deal that German leader 
Angela Merkel and europe’s 
bosses imposed on Syriza.

Christine has said, “My main 
priority is to support class strug-
gle and movements in Germany 
and strengthen the left wing of 
Die Linke. But this is not easy. 

“The logic of parliamentari-
anism is swallowing much of 
the energy of all MPs, including 
the left-wingers in the party. 

“We have to combine parlia-
mentary and extra-parliamen-
tary activity. 

“I used my position to par-
ticipate in sit-ins to block the 
Nazis in Dresden. For some 
MPs it meant their parliamen-
tary immunity from prosecution 
was lifted. 

“The point is to serve the 
extra-parliamentary activities 
through your position as an MP 
—not the other way round.”

Revolutionary socialists must 
try to use election campaigns 
and parliament to further the 
struggle. 

They should raise socialist 
arguments with large numbers 
of people. 

Demands
We can highlight how main-
stream politics and politicians 
fail working class people. 
Raising socialist demands can 
challenge the ruling class’s 
priorities. 

That’s what TUSC can-
didates are doing by going 
against the dominant narra-
tive that claims working class 
people have to pay for the 
crisis. If socialists get elected, 
they can use parliament as a 
megaphone. 

A mass movement against 
water charges has mobilised 
thousands onto the streets 
across the Ireland. 

Socialist Richard Boyd 
Barrett sits in the Irish par-
liament as part of the People 
Before Profit alliance. 

Inside parliament he’s able to 
raise the movement’s demands, 
which can help them reach a 
broader layers. 

Meanwhile, being a leading 
member of the campaigns out-
side parliament can also give 
people confidence to fight. 

Richard wrote last year, 
“If you can use parliament 
as a platform to get in touch 
with different people, and to 
be a voice for people who are 
fighting back on the outside and 
to facilitate that struggle then 
that is useful. 

“But parliament itself isn’t 
amenable to change and it’s 
very clear to me after two and 
a half years in there that the 
only time the government are 
affected by anything we say 
inside the parliament is when 
we get huge numbers of people 
on the streets outside the 
parliament.”

There are similar examples 
in Britain. 

Phil Piratin was a Communist 
Party councillor in Stepney, 
east London, in the 1930s and 
used his position to help organ-
ise successful rent strikes.

However, perhaps surpris-
ingly, one of the most famous 
examples involved a group 
of Labour councillors George 
Lansbury and the “rebel coun-
cillors” of Poplar in the east 
end. 

In 1922 the councillors 
refused to collect the rates—a 
kind of council tax—that were 

Why WE 
STanD in 
ElEcTionS

While socialists argue that only mass working class 
action can bring about radical change, elections are still 
important in building workers’ struggle, argues Nick Clark

If socialists get 
elected they 
can use 
parliament as a 
megaphone

‘‘ 
Richard Boyd Barrett

TUSC SUPPORTERS march on the 21 March Stand Up to Racism demo in London                  Picture: Guy Smallman
MICHAEL LAVALETTE (right) with 12 year old Ata, who was 
shot in the stomach by the IDF
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by Ken olende

“A storm of angry shouts 
and jeers brought Hackney 
Council’s monthly meeting to an 
abrupt end on Wednesday night 
when frenzied demonstrators 
invaded the public gallery,” the 
London borough’s local paper 
reported in september 1981.

the protesters were rightly 
angry at the lack of provision for 
black people in local libraries. 

“they claimed that the council 
only spends 1 percent of its annual 
book budget on reading matter 
concerning ethnic minorities,” the 
article continued. 

this campaign was one of many 
local grassroots protests against 
racism at the time that led to 
changes in policy. 

Renamed
In this case over time the council’s 
policy would change and one of 
the libraries in the area would also 
be renamed after the black marxist 
revolutionary Cyril Lionel robert 
James—always known as CLr 
James or Nello.

A new book, Celebrating 
CLr James in Hackney, recalls the 
campaign and reprints documents 

and interviews. It reprints a speech 
James gave in the borough.

the campaign did not spring 
out of the blue. Hackney had long 
suffered from racism. 

the fascist National Front 
set up its headquarters in the 
borough. And the local police were 

notorious. 
the book describes how in 

1977 “60 percent of arrests under 
the ‘sus’ laws in Hackney were of 
black people, even though only 
11 percent of Hackney’s population 
was black”. 

trevor Carter, a black 

trinidadian activist in the area 
at the time, described “the 
unconscious but nevertheless 
systematic exclusion of black 
people’s presence in the area of 
social provision.”

Lively grassroots campaigns 
challenged all this.

As an experiment some activists 
went round the borough’s libraries 
in 1981 asking for black studies 
materials such as books on the 
great black American singer and 
activist Paul robeson. 

Indifference
Not only did they find hardly 
any, but when they complained 
to the council the were met with 
indifference. they were told 
there was “no money to purchase 
materials of this kind.” 

As the local Hackney Gazette 
reported, “they were also 
complaining that only 2 percent of 
the council’s library employees are 
from ethnic communities and there 
are still many racist books in the 
borough’s libraries”.

It was the council’s indifference 
that made them switch to militant 
action. 

the disruption of council 
meetings took place because they 
could not get their delegation 

heard any other way. 
In local elections the following 

year more radical parts of the 
Labour Party came to control the 
council. the new “left” council 
appointed Kenyan-born Dan thea 
as race relations advisor.

Hackney Council’s Anti-racist 
Year was part of a broader 
initiative by the Greater London 
Council under Ken Livingstone.

much of it was symbolic. one 
council block was renamed Nelson 
mandela House. 

And a council building was 
renamed after maurice Bishop, 
who had led a left wing takeover of 
Grenada in the Caribbean.

It was a shortlived movement. 
By the end of the decade the 
activists were divided over whether 
to maintain a “dented shield” as a 
Labour council imposing tory cuts 
or to break the law.

But as the book says, in a time 
of heightened Islamophobia and 
abuse of migrants “the idea of local 
councils helping organise 
 ‘anti-racist years’ and similar 
campaigns would be one powerful 
antidote to help counter the 
poisonous rise of racist populism.”
Celebrating CLR James in Hackney 
Edited by Gaverne Bennett and 
Christian Hogsbjerg, £7, Redwords

 Checking racism out of the library

East London, 1977 Picture: SocialiSt Worker archive
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Labour split over the danger of a ‘Swiss cheese’ NHS
Many Labour 
councillors and MPs in 

Greater Manchester seem 
unable to contain their 
glee about Devo Manc. 
They talked of George 
Osborne’s announcement 
as a “defining moment” 
and “unprecedented 
agreement”.

The deal struck between 
them and the Tory baron 
is about more than the 
nHS. It includes a host of 
planning powers including 
regional transport, skills 
and housing.

But the sheer scale of 
the health and social care 
budget means that local 
politicians are suddenly 

going to have enormous 
budgets to play with—and 
a sense of power.

Labour’s national 
leadership seems far less 
impressed. 

Shadow health secretary 
andy Burnham rightly 
warned of a “two-tier 
health service” and a 
“Swiss-cheese effect in the 
nHS whereby cities are 
opting out”. 

His worries about the 
future of nHS may be 
genuine—but he will also 
know that public anger 
at cuts and privatisation 
are at a high. among the 
unions and many Labour 
supporters there are 

already grave suspicions 
of what Devo Manc will 
bring.

“Many people at first 
don’t realise what’s wrong 
with Devo Manc,” 
said Caroline.

“There’s a lot 
of propaganda 
on the TV and 
newspapers. But 
once you 
explain 
why the 
plan won’t 
benefit 
ordinary 
people 
you can 
tap into 
a general 

distrust of Westminster—
and the local politicians 
who have sold off 
everything. 

“It won’t be ordinary 
people having more say 

about healthcare. It 
will be Serco or one 
of the other private 
firms that are the 

ones who 
get the 
benefits.”

Days 
before 

announcing Devo Manc, 
the same council leaders 
touting it held a “smart 
rally” against the cuts 
they were already 
implementing, due to the 
Tories’ slashing of local 
government budgets.

But if the new plan 
results in chaos and 
worsening services, it 
could well be a Labour-led 
government, and Labour’s 
northern councillors that 
are held responsible.

and an explosion 
of patient, community 
and union anger is the 
kind of thing that gives 
prospective ministers 
nightmares.

 Devolving the care cuts
will not help to stop them
Plans to merge NHS and social care in Manchester won’t empower patients 
or carers but drive the market even deeper into health, argues yuri Prasad 

 The elecTion has snapped 
the main parties out of ignor-

ing the crisis in social care. They are 
now finally focusing on what hap-
pens to patients after they leave 
hospital, and those who can’t leave 
because there is no support at 
home or in the community.

Tory George Osborne called a new 
£6 billion plan to merge the NHS in 
Greater Manchester with the social 
care departments of ten local councils 
by April 2016, dubbed “Devo Manc”.

It quickly roped in much of the 
local Labour Party establishment 
eager for new powers and a chance 
to create a “Northern powerhouse”. 
But it is no answer to the crisis. 

“It’s going to be a disaster,” said-
Caroline Ridgeway, a long standing 
former mental health worker.

“A budget about the same size of 
that of Wales is going to be handed 
over to unaccountable people. Lots of 
us are scared of that.”

The Scottish independence refer-
endum opened the door for push-
ing for devolved powers in England’s 
regions.

For supporters of Devo Manc, it 
can seem that putting local Labour-
led organisations in charge of services 
could shield them from Tory-led cen-
tral government.

But it will also let central gov-
ernment pass the buck for the crisis 
in funding to a new local health 
authority.

Dozens of cash-strapped organi-
sations are to be welded together 
with an expensive new bureaucracy.  
When the £6 billion budget proves 
too small for the job, this new body 
will slash services.

Meanwhile, health ministers will 
wash their hands of the problem, 

saying, it’s a “devolved” matter. 
Caroline said, “They want councils 

that provide terrible services merged 
with NHS Trusts that are just as bad. 
These groups can’t work together 
because of the way the market has 
taken over health.

“But it will be the same old people 
running the new set up.”

That’s not the only way Devo Manc 
could damage services.

Most NHS treatment is free but 
councils charge for many services—
including care homes and personal 

care at home. When the distinction 
between NHS and council services is 
lost there could be new charges for 
health treatments.

And because so much of social care 
is already privatised and of a very 
low standard it will likely drive NHS 
community services down too. Health 
bosses eager to save cash will look for 
the cheapest firms, paying the worst 
wages, to provide services.

Finally, the scheme risks fractur-
ing the NHS. The NHS has across the 
board standards that are supposed to 

ensure that patients across Britain get 
similar treatment.  

Osborne’s endgame is to have 
eight regional variations of the NHS. 
When that happens, the very idea of 
a national health service will have 
gone. Every region will have its own 
goals—but few patients will ever 
have had a say in setting them.

ManchesTer ciTy council leader 
richard leese speaks out at a rally 
against having to pass on the Tories’ 
cuts (above), leese and other Greater 
Manchester council bosses agree to 
George osborne’s “Devo Manc” plan 
that will give them more responsibility 
for passing on cuts (right)

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

shadow health secretary andy Burnham
sounded the alarm over nhs devolution

Pay could race 
to the bottom

 The nhs has 
a national pay 

structure for staff. This 
prevents individual 
bosses from trying to 
drive down wages and 
encouraging a downward 
spiral of conditions.

if the nhs is broken 
into regional units the 
pressure to get rid of 
this national agreement 
will be immense.

This will make it 
much more difficult for 
workers to change jobs, 
move home or improve 
their careers through 
training and experience.

When do we 
all get a say?

 supporTers of 
the deal claim it will 

be more democratic.
But ministers gave 

no thought to how the 
public will be able to 
express their feelings.

according to Wigan 
labour Mp lisa nandy 
(above), a three-week 
consultation had only 12 
responses—ten of them 
from council leaders who 
brokered the deal.

Big bill for the 
bureaucracy

 Devo Manc is 
supposed to cut 

costs by eliminating 
duplication. That’s why 
it will be run by a new 
“Devolution programme 
Board”. This is stuffed 
with nhs Trust board 
members, councillors 
and bureaucrats from 
the Department of 
health and nhs england 
and other paid officials.

nhs pay strikers
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In BrIef 

Packaging workers 
set for more strikes
Over 100 workers at 
corrugated packaging firm 
Smurfit Kappa’s Northampton 
factory were set to strike for 
four days from Friday of this 
week.

The Unite union members 
have already struck for two 
days this year in defence 
of the two sacked senior 
stewards. 

A meeting with 
management was set to take 
place on Tuesday evening 
of this week, with the strike 
expected to go ahead if 
the two workers are not 
reinstated. 

Organising against 
council health cuts
SOUTheNd AgAiNST The 
Cuts leafletted the local high 
street last Saturday. 

residents were asked to 
sign petitions to stop council 
cuts to Mental health Therapy 
Services. 

The council want to close 
the Mental health Therapy 
Centre, leaving users with no 
service. it would also mean 
job losses.
Tim Sneller

Day of Dissent to 
combat trade deal
CAMpAigNerS around 
Britain were set to hold 
diverse activities and actions 
against the proposed TTip 
trade deal this Saturday.

The “day of dissent” was 
called by global Justice Now, 
War on Want, Friends of the 
earth, Brick Lane debates 
and Keep Our NhS public. 

it was also the main 
initiative to be promoted 
at the recent This Changes 
everything conference 
on climate change and 
capitalism. 

Actions range from 
stalls and lobbies of local 
politicians to meetings and 
demonstrations.
lFor a map showing all 
the planned actions go to 
globaljustice.org.uk

Steel unions plan 
pensions ballot
UNiONS representing workers 
at Tata Steel have told bosses 
that they are preparing to 
begin a ballot to strike over 
plans to end the workers’ 
pensions scheme.

The gMB, Community, 
Unite and Ucatt unions said 
they will ballot from 6 May to 
29 May over the proposals.

Bus workers to 
meet over pay talks
UNiTe UNiON reps on London 
buses are set to meet to 
decide the next steps in the 
campaign to win sector-wide 
bargaining across the capital’s 
18 bus operators.

The outcome of last 
week’s meeting between 
bus operators, Unite and 
Transport for London was 
unclear as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Cops’ use of force 
probed at inquest
by Annette MAckIn

The inquesT into the 
death of Kingsley Burrell 
began last week.

in 2011 Kingsley called 
police to say he was being 
threatened by a gang while out 
with his young son, Kayden.

he was the taken by 
ambulance to a Birmingham 
mental health unit and 
sectioned under the Mental 
health Act, but died four days 
later at the queen elizabeth 
hospital.

his sister Kadisha Brown-
Burrell was one of the first to 
give evidence. 

Kadisha said when the 
family visited her brother he 
was walking very stiffly and 
could not move his head, body 
and shoulders properly. 

she told the inquest he had 
“a big lump on his forehead” 
and had deep cuff marks 
around his hands.

The Crown Prosecution 
service found there was 
“insufficient evidence” to 
charge any of 12 people with 
Kingsley’s death.

They included four West 
Midlands police officers, two 
West Midlands ambulance staff, 

three nurses and three doctors.
inspector neil Allen was the 

officer who took the decision 
to section Kingsley. 

he denied to the inquest last 
week calling Kingsley, “Mad, 
bad and dangerous”.

Allen, who is of African 
Caribbean heritage, said he 
would have acted in the same 
way if he had been dealing with 
a white man.

Evidence
Kingsley’s partner Chantelle 
Graham also gave evidence. 

she said that an officer had 
alleged to her that Kingsley 
had banged their son’s head 
against the wall and that he 
had to be restrained.

But the court heard that 

her son told her a black police 
officer had started hitting 
Kingsley.

Chantelle said, “Kayden 
just kept saying, ‘The black 
police officer hit my daddy’ to 
anyone who would listen. That 
is what he told everyone, even 
at school.”

Kedisha also said that in the 
days after Mr Burrell’s death, 
Kayden had said, “The naughty 
black policeman did that to 
daddy.”

Allen told the inquest that 
Kingsley appeared “vacant and 
one dimensional” when he 
spoke to him in the back of an 
ambulance.

Karon Monaghan qC, 
representing Kingsley’s two 
former partners, asked Allen 
why the decision was taken 
to restrain Kingsley when he 
wasn’t being aggressive.

he said, “Force had been 
used and it was necessary to 
keep them on. 

“A change of mind is all it 
takes to go from passive to 
aggressive.”

Kayden was slightly injured 
during a struggle in the 
ambulance when officers tried 
to restrain Kingsley.

The inquest is set to run for 
six weeks.

Over 200 demonstrators gathered outside Harmondsworth Immigration Detention Centre, 
near Heathrow airport last Saturday to demand the closure of all detention centres. The 
protest was organised by Movement for Justice and was attended by asylum seekers from 
Nottingham, Oxford and Glasgow and their supporters.    RepoRt and pictuRe: RichaRd donnelly

Rally for victimised rep 
SuppOrTerS of rMT 
union cleaners’ rep Clara 
Osagiede were set to rally on 
Wednesday of this week in 
support of an appeal against 
her sacking.

Clara was sacked by 
bosses at outsourcer 
Interserve, the cleaning 
company used by London 
underground. Clara strongly 
denies the charges against 
her. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“I am a voice for the cleaners 
and they are trying to get rid 
of me to weaken the union.”

Last year Clara 
represented a group of ten 
black cleaners at Waterloo 
station. She took out a 
grievance against a manager 
involved in a hearing.

Not long after the 
company came up with what 
Clara insists are “inaccurate 
statements”—very soon she 
was sacked.

The rMT is demanding 
Clara is reinstated by 
Interserve and says it “is 
in no doubt that Clara has 
been sacked because she 
has proven herself to be an 
excellent union official”.
Raymie Kiernan 
lvisit rmtlondoncalling.org.uk/
node/5519 for details of how 
you can support the campaign. 
Join the lobby Wednesday 
15 April, 9.30am, interserve 
offices, Capital Tower, 91 
Waterloo rd, London Se1 8rT

detentIon cLeAnerS

Clara Osagiede
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juStIce for MunIr fArooqI

Protest demands prisoner health access  
Some 50 justice 
campaigners gathered 
outside HmP Wakefield on 
5 April in support of munir 
Farooqi, a victim of a serious 
miscarriage of justice. 

They were demanding 
accountability concerning 
his alleged continued 
inadequate access 
to medical care.

munir was arrested in 
2009 after counter-terrorism 
officers said he had solicited 
them to become killers. 

munir’s family accuse the 
operatives of entrapment. 
Campaigners allege that 
staff at the prison continue 
to deny munir access to 
much needed medical 
attention, medication 
and diabetic diet plans. 

Supporters came 
from across the country 
to the protest and rally 
called by the Free munir 
Farooqi campaign.

many spoke of his concern 
to engage and change 

negative perceptions of 
Islam and muslims after 
9/11 in his local community 
and his work in Gaza.

Speakers urged 
campaigners to contact 
the governor of HmP 
Wakefield, sign the online 
petition, send letters to 
local councillors and mPS 
and raise awareness of the 
case on social media.
Thanks to Sairah Yassir
lMore information at 
freemunir.org

kIngSLey BurreLL InqueSt

Kingsley Burrell

houSIng

 Evicted tenant re-occupies 
 her home in east London
A Former council 
tenant in Newham, east 
London, re-occupied 
her former home last 
Saturday with the help of 
supporters in the Focus 
e15 housing campaign.

Jane and her 14 year old 
daughter had been evicted 
last month after she fell 
into rent arrears due to 
benefit sanctions and cuts.

Colin Yates was at the 
protest and housewarming 
celebration. He told Socialist 
Worker, “It was a really 

impressive protest. There 
was music and people 
were having a party.”

But on monday night of 
this week police broke in 
and arrested leading Focus 
e15 activist Jasmin Stone 
on suspicion of squatting.

She has since been 
released on bail.
lContact Jane’s Mp Lyn Brown 
to demand she is rehoused. 
Call 020 8470 3463, or write 
to lyn@lynbrown.org.uk or Lyn 
Brown Mp, 306 high Street, 
Stratford, London e15 1AJ

BArnet

Sweets Way eviction alert
The lAsT households on 
the sweets Way estate in 
Barnet, north london, were 
expecting the high Court 
bailiffs to evict them as 
socialist Worker went to press. 

landlords Annington 
Properties gave notice 
on Friday of last week. 
Campaigners and residents 
are asking for supporters 

to contact Annington on 
020 7960 7500 to stop the 
evictions.

They are asking for people 
to join them in the empty 
house they are occupying and 
prepare to protest when the 
evictions take place.
lFor more information go to 
sweetswayresists.wordpress.
com

CaMpaIGNerS IN Bristol 
protested outside a branch 
of lettings agency CJ Hole 
on Saturday of last week, 
after it wrote to landlords 
suggesting they increase 
rents.

They handed over a 
petition with over 11,000 
signatures against the firm.

around 200 squatters 
and activists also marched 
in central Bristol against 
homelessness.

BrIStoL

cAMBrIdge

housinG ACTivisTs in 
Cambridge were set to protest 
outside the Cambridge 
Property exhibition on 
Thursday of this week.

Developers and bankers are 
set to lay out their wares to 

prospective buyers, investors 
and landlords. Protesters are 
calling for rent controls and 
council house building.
lAssemble 5pm outside 
Cambridge Corn exchange, 
Wheeler St, CB2 3Qe



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
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social work 

Conference inspires  
a radical care vision
by rayMiE kiErnan

some 450 people attended 
the social Work Action 
Network (swan) conference 
in Paisley last weekend.

It was the tenth annual 
conference of Swan and has 
been the biggest social work 
conference in Britain for the 
last three years.

Key themes were resisting 
racism and the international 
struggle against austerity. 

Numerous workshops took 
up debates from education to 
mental health, and also heard 
from care leavers about their 
experience of the system.

Dora Teloni, a social 
worker in Athens, told 
Socialist Worker that Swan 
is “an inspiration” to her and 
many others fighting auster-
ity in Greece.

Reality
“These are not just discus-
sions but about reality and 
it gives us the strength to go 
back and fight,” she said.

“Swan argues that people 
are not guilty for the poverty 
they’re in but it’s a political 
problem and the economic 
crisis is to blame.”

Swan brings together 
workers, academics, ser-
vice users and students to 
fight for radical practice 
that has human relations, 

not financial concerns, at its 
heart.

In the face of an increas-
ingly managerial approach to 
social work from bosses, and 
as deep cuts to services are 
driven through, the confer-
ence  is more important than 
ever. 

Manchester social work 
student Hannah Jones was 
at the conference for the first 
time with some fellow stu-
dents. “I’ve loved it,” she told 

Socialist Worker. 
“It’s opened up a whole 

new family of people that 
listen and don’t think you’re 
being idealistic to believe you 
can do something positive. 

“We’ve decided to set up a 
Swan group in Manchester.”

Over the two days the 
mostly student audience 
heard the importance of 
building a workplace cul-
ture that not only challenges 
oppression but fights to 

involve those using services 
to have a say in them.

A n o t h e r  f i r s t  t i m e 
attendee and Paisley stu-
dent Stephanie Bryson told 
Socialist Worker, “I want to 
learn more and fuse that into 
my own practise. 

“I’m going to go and join 
the union at my work and 
look to see how I can resist 
the cuts they are trying to 
bring in.”
lsocialworkfuture.org

local GovErnMEnt

Workers resist Tory privatisation of council services
by Mark dunk

Workers at Bromley 
Council, in south London, 
held two days of strikes last 
week to stop the wholesale 
privatisation of services. 

this comes after two Ukip 
councillors lined up with 
the tory majority to vote 
through a cuts budget and 
the withdrawal of facility 
time from union reps.

the Unite union members 
held picket lines at key 
council workplaces. a 
number of Unison union 
members refused to 
cross and joined them 
despite not being officially 
balloted for action. 

supporters from Disabled 
People against Cuts, Bromley 
trades council, the trade 
Unionist and socialist 
Coalition, the Greens and 
Labour also joined the picket.

tory councillors and the 

council’s chief executive 
officer faced jeers and chants 
of “they say cut back, we say 
fight back”, as they passed 
a rally on the second day.

Unite branch secretary 
kathy smith told the rally, 
“this is not a fight we 
can ignore. this would 

be the end of democratic 
service provision. It is 
a fight for us all—other 
councils are watching 
what happens here.”

Unite regional official 
onay kasab stated the 
union’s intention to escalate 
action. He described the 

situation as “a fight to the 
death” adding, “If the tories 
get away with their attacks 
it will be the end of council 
services in Bromley.”

Unison members are 
set to ballot to join further 
action and a march through 
Bromley is planned.
lSend messages of support to 
kathleen.smith@bromley.gov.uk

nWorkers In the Unison 
union at tory-run Barnet 
Council, north London, 
have voted by 87 percent 
to strike against further 
outsourcing of services.

the council decided to 
outsource the majority 
of its remaining directly 
employed workers at a 
meeting last month.

Barnet Unison secretary 
John Burgess said workers 
had “had enough” of the 
tories’ “ideological obsession 
with outsourcing”.

sWAN coNfereNce last weekend 

Privatisation

New strikes at gallery after 
bosses refuse to budge
by annEttE Mackin

NAtioNAl GAllery workers 
in central london have called 
a further six strike days in 
their fight with management 
over privatisation.

Bosses are refusing to 
budge over proposals to 
privatise 400 out of 600 
jobs at the gallery.

Workers plan to walk out 
for five days from monday of 
next week and again on  
1 may, taking their total 
strike days this year to 23.

Gallery bosses suspended 
Pcs union rep candy Udwin  
earlier this year—but 
support is growing for her 
reinstatement. 

the tendering process is 
due to start just days before 
the general election.  

Workers are adamant that 
if a moratorium is not called 

on privatisation there will be 
extended action after then.

they plan a national 
collection day on 24 April to 
raise funds—and are urging 
people to invite strikers to 
speak at workplace and 
activist meetings.
lInformation about donations 
and inviting strikers to speak 
at ngnotforsale.wordpress.com

Education

Students fight clampdown
stUDent oCCUPIers from 
University of arts London 
(UaL) were protesting 
outside the royal Courts of 
Justice in central London 
as socialist Worker went to 
press.

Bosses were seeking a 
possession order which 
would allow them to evict 
the occupiers.

there were reports that 
the possession order had 
been granted—meaning 
occupiers would have to 
leave on tuesday of this 
week. But an injunction 
naming 15 of the occupiers 
had reportedly been 
dropped. 

the injunction would have 
made it illegal for the 15 to 
return to the occupation. It 
could have also forced them 
to pay tens of thousands of 
pounds in legal fees.

samia is one of the 
UaL students who would 
have been named on 
the injunction. she told 
socialist Worker, “I’ve 
been both a student and a 
member of staff here—it 
doesn’t surprise me that 
management are doing this.

“But we’ve had a lot of 
press coverage since we were 
given the court papers—and 
our support has grown.”
Nick Clark

univErsitiEs

WOrKerS Are organising 
against the outsourcing of 
casualised staff at Warwick 
university. They are resisting 
Teach Higher—a separate 
company set up by Warwick 
university-owned Warwick 
employment Group.

The plan is to extend Teach 
Higher across Britain so that 
staff could then be employed 
by it rather than directly by 
universities.

It is set to be piloted 
at six Warwick university 
departments—Sociology, 
Philosophy, Politics and 
International Studies, 
Mathematics, Chemistry and 
Modern Foreign Languages.

Workers warn that Teach 

Higher threatens their 
conditions and risks dividing 
them from permanent staff.

Teach Higher is asking for 
the views of its “clients”—
email your opposition to 
TeachHigher@warwick.ac.uk
Sadie Robinson

nUCU UnIon members at 
University of Dundee have 
voted by 72 percent to 
strike against the threat of 
compulsory redundancies.

Bosses plan to axe 15 
staff from the school of 
Medicine and another 
17 at the College of arts 
and social sciences.

some 88 percent also voted 
for action short of strikes.

collEGEs

nUCU UnIon members at 
Greenwich College were 
set to strike on Wednesday 
of this week. they are 
fighting the introduction 
of new contracts. 

Further strikes are 
planned next week.
lSend messages of support to 
lynne.windeatt@btinternet.com

nteaCHers anD students 
planned to protest at 
Lewisham and southwark 
College on Wednesday 
of this week. the college 
faces a £7 million cut. 
lProtest at Lewisham Way site 
from 5pm, Wednesday 15 April. 
Send messages of support to 
uculesoco@gmail.com

on the picket line last week in Bromley   Picture: Mark Dunk

on strike last month
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 nhs staff say,  
 fight the cuts 
by ToMáš Tengely-evans  
in Liverpool

HealtH workers met 
in liverpool this week as 
a new survey revealed the 
severe crisis gripping the 
NHs. 

The Unison union report 
found that health work-
ers don’t have time to give 
proper care to patients—and 
that staffing levels have got 
worse.

The Unison health confer-
ence was marked by anger at 
the Tory destruction of the 
NHS.

Many workers were also 
furious at the government’s 
plan to force patients to 
show passports before being 
treated in hospitals (see 
below).

Un i son ’ s  l e ade r sh ip 
stressed the need to get 
behind Labour in May’s gen-
eral election. 

General secretary Dave 
Prentis told delegates, “This 
is about the future of our civi-
lised society.”

But union leaders couldn’t 
simply call on members to 
“vote Labour to save the 
NHS” because there is no 

enthusiasm for Ed Miliband, 
who i s  commit ted  to 
austerity. 

And there was a mood 
among delegates for a fight-
back. Prentis was forced to 

acknowledge, “Unison will 
need to fight whoever is in 
parliament.”

The re  was  mas s i v e 
applause when he added, 
“There will be more ballots 

for industrial action. If they—
or anybody—come after our 
unsocial hours pay, this time 
we will keep the action going 
until they pull back.”

Many delegates were 

frustrated and angry with the 
leadership for calling off two 
planned pay walkouts earlier 
this year. 

Stephen McClean from 
Sussex said, “There’s talk 

of resisting the Tories plan 
for the NHS—but that’s 
exactly what we did on  
30 November 2011. 

“Health workers then went 
from the rear of the pensions 
fight to the vanguard of the 
pay fight, but that was also 
called off.”

Delegates were furious 
with the Tories’ plans to bring 
in seven-day working in the 
NHS by smashing unsocial 
hours pay.

There is potential for 
industrial action but activists 
need to be in a stronger posi-
tion to hold Prentis and the 
leadership to account. 

Around 60 people attended 
a health worker fringe meet-
ing where workers from the 
Glasgow homelessness strike 
spoke (see page 7). 

Activists debated how to 
build networks that can build 
stronger action. 

Workers  should  use 
Prentis’s pledge to build con-
fidence and push for more 
action—whoever is in gov-
ernment after May. 

UNisoN members and supporters in Glasgow fight cuts—and the anger goes much wider  Picture: Duncan Brown

anti-racism

 tories’ nasty passport plan will whip up racism and bring in health charges 
The Tories have 
announced plans to 
turn health workers 
into border guards and 
scapegoat migrants. 

They want to force 
patients to bring 
passports into hospitals 
before they can get the 
treatment they need.

Many delegates 
at Unison’s health 
conference were outraged 
about the plans.

hospital domestic 
worker Jama told 
socialist Worker, “That’s 
fundamentally wrong. it’s 
part of the draconian laws 
the Tories are bringing in.

“The health service is 
there to help people and 

this will discriminate 
against people.”

Annie from epsom and 
st helier agreed and said 
the plan was part of a 
bigger problem of racism 
and the rise of Ukip. 

“it’s ridiculous to ask 
people to bring in their 
passports,” she told 
socialist Worker. “The 
Tories are trying to be 
more like Ukip—we’re 
going back to the 1930s in 
the way we treat people.” 

Karen reissmann, a 
member of the Unison 
health service group 
executive, spoke to 
socialist Worker in a 
personal capacity.

“This is not just about 

Ukip,” she said. “The 
Tories are also trying to 
use the profound problems 
that exist in the Nhs.

“They want to blame 
migrant workers for the 
long waiting lists, lack 
of nurses and GPs. They 
want us to focus on the 
peanuts that migrant 
workers get—and not 
look at what they put in.

“But you’re still more 
likely to be treated by a 
migrant health worker 
than ‘compete’ with one 
for a hospital bed.”

Karen warned that 
the plan would increase 
racism and lay the ground 
for a bigger attack on 
the health service.

she said, “it will be 
black people who will 
be questioned and asked 
for their passports, 
not white people.

“To turn health workers 
into people who check 
passports will mean an 
end to health services 
free at the point of use. 

“once you start charging 
migrant workers, it’s only 
a small step to introducing 
charges for all.”

Jama stressed that 
unions had to lead the 
way in fighting the plan.

“it’s not a question 
of the unions ‘trying’ to 
oppose it,” she said. 

“They have to oppose 
these plans all the way.”Health workers reject David Cameron’s lies on protecting the NHs
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