
 REJECT
 RACIST
 POISON

 TORIES BLAME MIGRANTS
  WE BLAME THE BOSSES’

THE TORIES are planning to 
ramp up the tide of racist filth 
being directed at migrants and 
Muslims.

They want to attack workers’ right 
to move around Europe, and make 
it even harder for asylum seekers to 
gain entry into Britain.

The queen’s speech is set to 
include a vicious new immigration 
bill full of repressive measures.

On top of this they also want to 
make it easier to harass Muslims by 
extending the Islamophobic clamp-
down on “extremism”.

They are demanding the right to 
pry into Muslims’ private lives and 
monitor everyday activities, even 
such as walking down the street.

The Tories hope that by whipping 
up fear against migrants they will 
gain widespread support for new 
draconian policies that will attack 
us all.

They peddle the lie that migrants 
and Muslims are to blame for the 
problems ordinary people face. 

Most of the media is joining in 
with the racist frenzy. 

The Daily Mail newspaper 

launched a disgusting tirade 
against Filipino nurses last week 
(see right). 

This racist poison must be 
opposed everywhere.

Over 5,000 people showed the 
way in Newcastle last Saturday 
when they joined an anti-racist 
music festival calling for unity.

We must take the argument that 
migrants and Muslims are not to 
blame into workplaces and onto the 
streets. 

>>Page 4&5

PROTEST SATURDAY 20 JUNE
CENTRAL LONDON 
& GLASGOW (co-organised by STUC)

thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

AROUND 5,000 people joined an 
anti-racist festival in Newcastle last
weekend Picture: Daniel KebeDe
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   WHY IRELAND 
IS CHANGING

THOUSANDS READY
TO HIT BACK

Equal marriage vote is part 
of wider radicalisation 
>>Page 6

Surge in support for anti-Tory 
national demos in London and 
Glasgow  >>Pages  4&5

FRAMED
National Gallery wants 
union out of the picture
 >>Pages 10&11
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EXCLUSIVE

 Filipino NHS 
nurses tell 
of shocking 
rise in racist 
attacks
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

HUNDREDS OF Filipino 
nurses have reported a 
rise in discrimination 
and racist attacks in the 
week after articles in the 
Daily Mail newspaper 
attacked Filipino workers.

The racist headline on its 
spread complained, “NHS 
still hiring Filipino nurses” 
after nurse Victorino 
Chua was found guilty of 
murdering two patients and 
poisoning 19 more. 

Glenda is a nurse from 
the Philippines who works 

in a London hospital. She 
told Socialist Worker, “One 
Filipino nurse was walking 
to work and someone 
shouted ‘Killer’ at her. 
Another was asked by a 
patient if she was ‘safe’. 

“How long will this go on 
for?”

Nurses reported their 
worries on a Facebook page 
showing the Mail spread. It 
has become an organising 
hub for those angered by its 
prejudice.

Sakina works in Guy’s and 
St Thomas’ in south London. 
She told Socialist Worker, 
“When Andrew Hutchinson 
was convicted for raping all 
those patients, people didn’t 
say he was a ‘British nurse’. 
Why say Victorino Chua was  

>>Page 3

Filipino nurses working in
Newport, Isle of Wight



Socialist Worker  30 May 2015 TROUBLEMAKERthe2

lTHE SCOTTISH National Party 
(SNP) used a golf tournament to 

court business figures and the rich.
The Scottish government got 

7,000 tickets for last year’s Ryder 
Cup and said they would go to “inspi-
rational Scots”.

In fact a quarter of them went to 
“influential” people in business and 
politics.

 Shares rise after banks get  
 ‘record’ fine for rate rigging
FINANCIAL REGULATORS are finally 
getting tough with bankers rigging 
the system to make a quick buck—or 
are they?

So-called “rogue traders” across six 
leading banks manipulated exchange 
rates to boost their bonuses and rip off 
clients. Last week’s fine was £2 billion.

US attorney general Loretta Lynch 
said the banks had carried out “bra-
zenly illegal behaviour” on a “near-daily 
basis”.

The FBI’s Andrew McCabe said, “The 
criminality occurred on a massive scale.”

Yet no individual faces criminal 
charges. And the “record” fine is noth-
ing compared with the tens of billions of 
profits made by the banks.

The fraudsters have also escaped 
being named and shamed. Neither will 
they face any criminal punishment.

The crooks—or as they preferred to 
be known, the “cartel” or “three musket-
eers”—plotted their crimes in internet 
chat rooms.

They would share confidential infor-
mation when key interest rates were 

set. They manipulated the rates to boost 
bank profits—and their bonuses.

As one Barclays “musketeer” put it, 
“If you ain’t cheating, you ain’t trying.”

Barclays bankers were still at it last 
September after a number of scandals 
had already rocked the banks. 

Barclays boss Antony Jenkins prom-
ised to clean up the bank in August 
2012. And for all the talk of record 

fines and banks facing humiliation, 
the markets told a different story.

Shares rose among the European 
banks fined.

UBS went up by 3.4 percent, 
Barclays by 2.5 percent and RBS 

up 1.6 percent in after-
noon trading in London. 
The affected US banks fell 
marginally.

Four banks pleaded 
g u i l t y  t o  c r i m i n a l 
c h a r g e s — B a r c l a y s , 

Citigroup, UBS and RBS, 
which is partly owned by 
the state after being bailed 
out.

lA UKIP candidate who stood in the 
general election has joined the Nazi 

British National Party after being kicked 
out of Ukip.

Jack Sen, who stood in West 
Lancashire, also said he admired former 
British Union of Fascists leader Oswald 
Mosley. 

Sen said national socialism had “got 
some things right”. 

 Real victims of Tory  
 Britain---the rich!
REGULAR readers of 
Troublemaker may be 
familiar with tales of 
woe involving low-
paid workers, benefit 
claimants and the poor.

But it turns out we have 
ignored those who are 
really suffering the pinch.

The Daily Telegraph 
newspaper conducted an 
“extensive” study that 
showed rich people’s 
lifestyles are “becoming 
less affordable”.

The research was 
based on its readers.

It revealed that things 
the rich spend their dosh 
on—such as private 
health care, school fees, 
wine and holidays—are 
getting more expensive.

And as if this “bleak 

picture” isn’t bad enough, 
the Telegraph explained 
how rich people will 
struggle to survive on 
their pension too.

It detailed how a 
£100,000 a year pension 
could drop to “only 
£40,405” because of 
overspending and inflation.

Capitalism fails ‘a 
great many people’
THE WORLD’S third 
richest man saw fit to 
advise us on why poverty 
exists last week.

Warren Buffett, 
writing in the Wall Street 
Journal, said it wasn’t 
the fault of the rich.

Rather cash has 
gone to people with 
“specialised talents” 
faster than to those with 
“commonplace skills”.

He didn’t specify what 
“specialised talents” 
rich scroungers have.

But as he put it, “The 
brutal truth is that an 
advanced economic 
system will leave a great 
many people behind.”

Perhaps it’s time for 
a different system.

lHOW WILL the rich 
make the most of 

their growing wealth?
The Financial Times’ 

How to Spend It suggests 
a Parmigiani Fleurier 
watch for £20,000. 

Or you could snap 
up a Brough Superior 
motorbike for £43,000.

Snog-gate 
shows Tory 
weakness
FOR ALL the government’s 
bluster it seems the Tory 
election victory was 
unexpected—even among 
senior Tories.

Chancellor George 
Osborne thought a Tory 
majority so unlikely that 
he bet Tory lobbyist and 
adviser Lynton Crosby a 
french kiss if they won 
one.

Apparently the snog 
took place the day after 
the election.

Crosby whined in the 
Sunday Times, “His 
aftershave still haunts me.

“Fortunately tongues 
remained withdrawn.”

Jack Sen—Mosley admirer

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Modern engines 
of social justice’
Tory education secretary 
Nicky Morgan on free 
schools

‘Sends a great 
message that 
#equality 
matters’
Morgan on the vote to allow 
gay marriage in Ireland. She 
voted against it here

‘Why are they 
allowed to have 
children?’
Hated Sun newspaper 
columnist Katie Hopkins 
attacks some women

‘Tolerance needs 
to be about 
understanding’
Hopkins complains that 
people don’t like her—on the 
same page

‘Shut up’
Right wing historian 
David Starkey’s intelligent 
response to promoters of 
human rights

‘You’ll have to dig 
up your grandad 
he’s not a Muslim’
A Daily Mail story claimed a 
Burbage Parish Council met to 
discuss moving a body

‘It has never 
discussed or 
considered an 
exhumation’
The Daily Mail admits the 
story was false

FIVE FACTS
Six banks were charged last week 
for rigging rates to rip customers off

 Ê    Bankers had shared 
information to rig 
exchange rates and boost 
profits—and their bonuses

 Ë  The six banks fined last 
week were Bank of 
America, UBS, RBS, 
Citygroup, JPMorgan 
and Barclays

 Ì  Barclays faced the 
biggest fine, at  
£1.5 billion. The 
banks have been 
fined £103 billion 
since 2008

 Í  The rigging 
continued last 
year

 Î  No individual 
faces criminal 
charges

Antony Jenkins

TOFF OF 
THE WEEK
Lord Hanningfield
Convicted fraudster and 
leeching Lord
lHe had claimed 
£300 daily attendance 
expenses despite 
attending the House of 
Lords for just minutes
lHe said he needed the 
cash to hire someone to 
look after his hens
lHanningfield was 
suspended from the 
House last year
lNow he’s back as the 
suspension has expired

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk
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Too pricey for the rich A bargain buy

KNOW YOUR 
ENEMY
No. 93 
Members of Parliament 
Money-grabbers
lMPs are set to finally bag 
their 10 percent pay rise 
this summer
lTheir salaries will rise by 
£7,000 to £74,000 a year
lDavid Cameron is 
reportedly “fiercely 
opposed” to the increase
lBut, sadly, he is said to 
be “all but resigned” to it



IN BRIEF
Bedroom tax 
reversal 
THOUSANDS OF separated 
parents could be in line for 
bedroom tax rebates after a 
court ruling in Middlesbrough 
last week.

It said that tenant Rob 
Gershon was entitled to keep 
a room for his son who stays 
three nights a week. This 
contradicts earlier rulings.

Burrell family 
calls for inquiry
KINGSLEY BURRELL’S family 
launched an open letter 
demanding an independent 
inquiry into deaths in police 
custody.

Kingsley died four days 
after he was arrested after 
calling police for help.

Last Saturday his family 
and supporters also held a 
rally in Birmingham to call 
for an inquiry.

Daily Mirror did 
hack phones 
AFTER YEARS of denying 
involvement in phone 
hacking the Daily Mirror 
paid out nearly £1.25 million 
in damages to eight people 
whose phones were hacked 
by Mirror Group journalists. 

About 70 other claims are 
outstanding, and a further 
ten have been settled.

Case of spying 
on Alder family
COPS COULD face 
prosecution for allegedly 
spying on the family of 
Christopher Alder, who died 
in custody in Hull in 1998. 

Evidence was found that 
Christopher’s sister Janet 
and one other person were 
placed under surveillance.

Anti-austerity message 
welcome in Tower Hamlets
by DAVE SEWELL

A MAYORAL election in the 
east London borough of Tower 
Hamlets is fast becoming a key 
battleground against austerity and 
racism. 

On 11 June voters are set to choose 
a replacement for Lutfur Rahman 
of Tower Hamlets First—kicked 
out by an unelected court after an 
Islamophobic witch hunt.

Rabina Khan, council cabinet 
member for housing, is standing as 
an independent with left wing poli-
cies opposing the Tories’ cuts. She 
is independent since Tower Hamlets 
First, to which she belonged, was 
removed from the electoral list.

She told Socialist Worker, “So far 
the message of standing up to aus-
terity, supporting vulnerable people, 
helping fix the East End’s housing 
crisis and building open and inclusive 
politics has been good at winning 
hearts and minds.

Beat
“But we still need every vote and 
bit of support possible to beat the 
Westminster parties.”

Tower Hamlets council was the 
first to rule out hiring construction 
companies involved in blacklist-
ing, and restored the Educational 
Maintenance Allowance for col-
lege students after the Tories 
scrapped it.

Khan led its efforts to blunt 
the impact of the housing 
crisis. She joined the mass 
March for Homes ear-
lier this year and vows 
to take on the govern-
ment’s attacks on 
housing. She met 
residents of the 
Brune Bernard 
Carter Estate 
last Sunday, 
and pledged 

to back their campaign against 
eviction.

The level of participation in Khan’s 
campaign exposes the court’s smear 
that local Bengali Muslims were just 
easily manipulated sheep. Almost 

every night dozens turn out to 
local meetings in different 

wards, from 50 people to 
over 100.

Khan said, “The main 
thing I am doing between 
now and 11 June is speak-
ing to as many residents as 
I can about their concerns 
and aspirations.” 

Councillor Gulam 
Robbani addressed 

around 40 vol-
u n t e e r s  i n 
Spitalfields and 

Banglatown last Saturday before one 
of many canvassing sessions.

He said. “Some 37,000 people 
voted for Lutfur Rahman—now a 
judge has taken that away from us. 
We want to defend free school meals, 
defend free home care for elderly and 
disabled people, and oppose the bed-
room tax.”

Movement
Rabina’s supporters include veter-
ans of the anti-war movement, and 
socialists of all ethnicities.

Council worker Laura was can-
vassing “to help engage with younger 
people who might not know what’s 
going on.” She added, “I think Rabina 
is a real alternative to the usual sus-
pects, and is in touch with the people 
she represents.” 

Tower Hamlets council isn’t some 
bastion of radicalism that refused to 
pass on any cuts. But its resistance 
has been more than the establish-
ment could stand. 

The mainstream media has relent-
lessly demonised the council, often 
with thinly veiled racism. 

And shamefully Labour is starting 
the “fightback” after its general elec-
tion defeat by lining up with racists to 
reimpose austerity in Tower Hamlets. 

It looks set to be close—a trans-
ferable vote system means right wing 
voters could swing behind Labour to 
keep Khan out.

If Westminster succeeds in striking 
back it will boost all the bigots who 
want to silence Muslims. If Khan can 
defy them, it will be another crack in 
the austerity consensus. 

IN THIS WEEK
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Start of the great 
Peasants’ Revolt
PEASANTS IN Essex rose 
up on 30 May against a 
hated poll tax. The revolt 
rapidly spread to Kent.

Their leader Wat Tyler 
demanded “no lord 
should have lordship in 
future, but it should be 
divided among all men”. 

Tragically they lost.

Filipino NHS nurses tell of shocking rise in racist attacks
>>>from page one

a ‘Filipino nurse’.” 
Sakina said, “To say 

‘We’re not going to hire 
Filipino nurses’ is racist. 

“But it’s also part of the 
bigger picture, with people 
saying ‘we don’t want any 
more foreigners’.”

Glenda said, “It’s about 
more than just one article.

“The Daily Mail has 
always been attacking 
ethnic minorities and it 
could attack other groups.

“There’s a hint of 
it coinciding with 
government plans. They’re 
not shy on clamping 

down on immigration 
and they’re getting rid of 
human rights.” 

This bigotry fits neatly 
with the way the Tories are 
ramping up racism against 

migrant workers (see 
pages 4 and 5).

Sakina said, “The NHS’s 
workforce is migrant. 
When I’m on shift there’s 
sometimes no English 

people at all. 
“I know that the 

hospital administrators 
are in the Philippines now 
hiring nurses.”

Glenda explained, 
“There’s already a big 
scarcity of nurses—and 
the nurse to patient ratio 
is getting bigger. 

“Nursing isn’t just 
about meds, we have 
to perform our duty 
holistically.

“But how can you sit 
by a patient, give them 
medication, change the 
bed sheets, make sure 
they’re OK and do all the 
documentation?

“There are not enough 
staff—if they stopped us 
coming that would get 
worse. 

Sakina said, “This is my 
home and my life—I’m not 
going anywhere.”

Glenda added, “We’ve 
been maligned and singled 
out. It’s high time we 
responded—that’s why 
we’re holding a rally 
outside the Daily Mail 
offices on Saturday.” 
Join the protest on at the 
Mail’s offices in London 
on Saturday 30 May. For 
details go to the Facebook 
page Solidarity Gathering 
Supporting UK Filipino Health 
Workers

SUPPORTERS OF Rabina Khan out canvassing last weekend Picture: SocialiSt Worker

The offensive Daily Mail spread from Wednesday of last week

Rabina Khan
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Tories seek 
new powers 
to make life 
harder for 
immigrants 
by KEN OLENDE

PRIME MINISTER David Cameron 
is demanding that the European 
Union (EU) allows him to deny 
benefits to EU migrants.

He met the president of the 
European Commission Jean-Claude 
Juncker in Britain on Monday of this 
week. 

Cameron plans to jet around 
Europe for the rest of the week 
trying to gain support for his attack 
on workers’ rights to move around 
Europe.

Each day Cameron finds new 
ways to pander to the Tory right. On 
Monday he said he would exclude 
EU citizens in Britain from voting in 
the referendum on EU membership.

He is embarrassed that newly 
released figures show an increase in 
immigration under 
his last government. 

Socialist Worker 
has always argued 
that all migrants are 
welcome here and 
that all immigration 
controls are racist.

Cameron and the 
section of the bosses 
he represents want 
to stay in the EU, but 
also want to show 
they have control.

But Cameron is 
caught out because all 
the evidence shows that migrants 
don’t come to Britain to live on 
benefits.

Rather than take on the racism 
Cameron is stirring up, Labour 
has attacked the Tories for lying 
about bringing levels of immigra-
tion down.

An article in last week’s 
Sunday Times by interim 
leader Harriet Harman and 
Hilary Benn MP called for 
“transitional controls 
on the free movement 
of citizens from any 
new member state 
wanting to work in 
Britain.”

The figures show 
that the reason for the 

increase is a mixture of a lessen-
ing of the problems of recession 
and a shortage of skilled workers 
(see right). Much of the increase is 

an influx of skilled workers from 
Asia.

The media has led an 
anti-immigrant frenzy. 

The Daily Mail carried 
filthy attacks on Filipino 
nurses. 

The Sun ran a spread on 
Friday of last week head-
lined “Migrant Tsunami”, 
with a graphic showing 
a giant wave drowning 
Britain.

Even the Daily Mirror 
illustrated its page on 
immigration with a picture 

of someone being arrested on an 
immigration raid. “David Cameron’s 

immigration pledge is in tatters,” 
it thundered last Friday.

A video on social media 
shows crowds in Peckham 
market in south London 
resisting harassment of 

shops and shoppers by 
immigration officers 

earlier this month. 
This is  what 

the Tories’ rules 
m e a n — e v e r y -
day harassment 
f o r  a n y o n e 
the  au thor i -
ties think looks 
like an “illegal” 

immigrant.

BACK STORY
The Tories announced that a new 
immigration bill will be unveiled 
in this week’s queen’s speech
lDavid Cameron is travelling 
across Europe campaigning 
against freedom of movement for 
migrant workers
lHe also pledged to exclude 
European Union migrants from 
the coming referendum
lNew migration figures show a 
slight rise in net immigration
lThe media has seized on this to 
spew out racist coverage

SICK STUNT—David Cameron and Theresa May tagged along for an immigration raid last week 

 Private space? Not for Muslims—
top cop calls for new clampdown 
by JUDITH ORR

IN THE latest crackdown on 
Muslims, Britain’s most senior 
Muslim cop has declared that 
there was a need to move into 
the “private space” of young 
Muslims.

Mak Chishty, Metropolitan 
Police commander for north 
London, said the cops would 
have to be “less precious” about 
this.

And he told families and 
friends of young Muslims they 
must to join in with this “private 
space intervention” to tackle 
“extremism”. 

Talking
This could include “anything 
from walking down the road, 
looking at a mobile, to someone 
in a bedroom surfing the net, to 
someone in a shisha cafe talking 
about things.” 

Chishty gave examples of signs 
of “radicalisation” to look out 
for. These included someone 
who might stop drinking or 
socialising. 

Another sign of extremism 
might even be if someone didn’t 
shop at Marks and Spencers.

The Tory election victory has 
meant the racist crackdown on 
Muslims is being ramped up. 

Home secretary Theresa May 
has already said that Muslims 
who don’t break the law could be 
targeted.

Her proposals for the coming 
queen’s speech included banning 

orders on groups and individuals, 
and giving regulator Ofcom more 
powers to censor what we can 
watch on television. 

Before the election May 
revealed that she wanted Ofcom 
to be able to censor programmes 
before broadcast.  

Even young children are seen 
as a potential threat.

Children
The police in Portsmouth are 
“engaging with primary school 
children” under the banner of 
fighting extremism, claimed local 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
Simon Hayes.

He claimed that “young girls at 
the ages of five and six” want to 
become “jihadi brides”. 

The Tories’ attacks are part 
of rising Islamophobia across 
Europe which is driving new 
attacks on Muslims’ rights.

The Dutch government has 
just approved plans for a bill to 
ban the wearing of a face veil in 
certain public spaces. 

Women who break this ban 
could be fined £288. 

Shop here—or you may be an extremist

Pro-migration protester

Outrage over refugee crisis
International 
pressure has forced 
the governments 
of Malaysia and 
Indonesia to let some 
boats of Rohingya 
refugees to land.

Their previous 
policy had been to 
tow stricken vessels 
out to sea. Thousands 
of Rohingya Muslims 
fleeing Myanmar 
and people from 
Bangladesh have been 
trapped for months on 
the boats.

They have asked 
other countries to help 
resettle refugees. 

But Australian 
prime minister Tony 
Abbott said, “If we 
do the slightest thing 
to encourage people 
to get on boats this 
problem will get 
worse, not better.”

As with the crisis 

in the Mediterranean 
governments aim to 
shift the story onto 
traffickers, and away 
from about people 
fleeing persecution. 

People paid the 
traffickers because 
they were desperate 
to leave. Mass graves 
that appear to be of 
Rohingya refugees 
were discovered on 
the border between 
Thailand and Malaysia 
recently.

The governments 
blame traffickers. But 
others have accused 
government forces.

Tony Abbott

Myths of migration not 
borne out by the figures
NEWLY released 
migration statistics 
show that 318,000 
more people arrived 
in Britain than left in 
2014.

Numbers had 
dropped in previous 
years because of 
recession. People are 
less likely to travel if 
they don’t think they 
can get work. 

About 268,000 
people arrived from 
the EU while slightly 
more—290,000—
came from other 
countries.

The statistics 
include people coming 
to join families who 
are already resident, 
but also students 
whose courses last 
more than a year.  

Immigration is 
historically high. But 
that is not why living 
standards have fallen 
for most workers. 

That is because of 
the recession.

In the 1930s 
recession there was no 
net immigration, but 
living conditions fell. 
They fell in the 1980s 
when there was no net 
immigration.

In the peak 
period of post-war 
immigration during 

the 1950s and 
early 2000s living 
standards were 
improving.

The number of 
asylum seekers 
coming to Britain has 
risen. But they only 
account for 4 percent 
of the total.

The report notes, 
“The largest number 
of applications for 
asylum came from 
nationals of Eritrea 
(3,552), followed by 
Pakistan (2,421) and 
Syria (2,222).”

Earlier crackdowns 
on students have 
reduced the numbers 
coming from India. 
But there has been an 
increase in those from 

China and Malaysia.
The figures show 

that most of those 
who come to work 
do not stay. Of those 
who came in 2008 
on skilled work visas 
which include a 
path to permanent 
settlement, only 20 
percent had remained 
five years later.

Non British citizens 
make up 57 percent of 
those leaving. The rest 
are British citizens 
going to live or work in 
other countries.

Download the report at 
ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/mi-
gration1/migration-sta-
tistics-quarterly-report/
may-2015/stb-msqr-
may-2015.html

International students

Steep bill of nasty measures
DAVID Cameron 
planned to introduce 
a new immigration 
bill in the queen’s 
speech. He said the 
bill will make Britain 
“a less attractive place 
to come and work 
illegally”.

The bill will 
include a new 

offence of “Illegal 
Working”, allowing the 
government to seize 
wages.

The bill will be 
nasty. It won’t affect 
levels of immigration 
but it whips up  
anti-migrant fears.

It includes a plan 
to only allow “failed 

asylum seekers” to 
appeal after they are 
deported back to the 
country they fled from.

A third of cases 
are decided to be 
“genuine” on appeal, 
even under the 
current system which 
is heavily weighted 
against the refugees.
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

EU REFERENDUM DEBATE 
CAN’T BE LEFT TO RACISTS

 T
HE TORY right and the 
racist Ukip want to 
use the referendum on 
Britain’s membership of 
the European Union (EU) 

to ramp up racism.
They argue that if Britain leaves 

the EU then tougher immigration 
controls can be imposed.

Every flag-waving nationalist 
and bigot will crawl out from 
underneath their rock to argue 
against the EU shackling “our” 
freedoms. 

Socialist Worker will be at the 
forefront of campaigning against 
the scapegoating of migrants. 

But we won’t side with any 
“keep Britain in” campaign either.  

Lined up on that side is Tory 
prime minister David Cameron 
and the majority of the British 
ruling class. 

That’s because the EU is a 
bosses’ club and is no guarantor 
of workers’ rights. It polices 
austerity across the continent. 

For the last five years, it 
has imposed brutal austerity 
on workers in Greece. It is 
determined to defeat any 
attempt to break free from its 
stranglehold. 

But it’s not just a matter of 
the wrong policies. The EU is a 

thoroughly pro-business project.
The process of European 

integration got underway because 
European capitalists outgrew the 
markets that their nation states 
could provide. 

British business wants to 
remain in the EU in order to 
maintain its profits.

Some on the right who oppose 
the EU will try to make leaving it 
about controlling immigration.

But staying in it is no guarantee 
that workers will be able to move 
freely. Bosses want a flexible pool 
of labour within the EU and stop 
the people from outside getting in.

It’s because of the EU’s 
“Fortress Europe” that thousands 
of migrants are are dying in  

the Mediterranean. 
Cameron wants both EU 

membership and tougher 
immigration controls. 

We cannot rely on the ruling 
class to stand up for migrants. 

When business needs more 
labour it will encourage migration. 
But bosses will also whip up 
racism to divide workers.

Socialists must make a 
principled defence of migrants—
from both outside and inside 
the EU—based on working class 
solidarity.  

Defending the bosses’ racist 
club doesn’t help us do this.

There is a difference between 
the international solidarity of 
the working class and the global 
cooperation of the capitalist class.

Socialist Worker stands in 
solidarity with Greek workers’ 
battle against austerity. Breaking 
with the EU can help them 
weaken the shackles of austerity.

A vote against the EU could 
also cause a crisis for our rulers. 
The Tory party could rip itself 
apart over its divisions on Europe.

If socialists abstain from making 
our arguments only the racist 
right would gain from such a crisis.

But by building struggle we can 
push back their poison.

CONVICTED COP SHOCK
I T WAS great to see PC 

Andrew Ott, the copper who 
knocked a protester’s tooth 

out, get sent to prison for eight 
months last week. It was even 
better to hear that he sobbed in 
the dock as he got sent down. 

Ott wasn’t so pathetic when 
he hit William Horner in the face 
with his shield at the Parliament 
Square tuition fees protest in 
December 2010.

He was taped saying that he 
wanted to “fucking batter” the 
protesters.

Ott then tried to claim William 
had slipped on a metal fence. He 
was recorded saying, “He’s going 
to have to have done something 
at the moment because I just put 
his tooth out.”

His lawyer argued that the 
trained riot cop was traumatised 
by the protest.  And the judge said 
he had simply “abused his power”.

But Ott was just one of the 
hundreds of riot cops who kettled 
and battered protesters that day.

And the police have got away 
with far worse in the past.

Remember Ian Tomlinson. He 
died after being pushed to the 
ground by a riot cop during a 
protest in 2008. 

He had been walking away with 
his hands in his pockets.

The copper who pushed him, 
PC Simon Harwood, was cleared 
of manslaughter.

Most of the time the police 
think they can do what they like—
because they have the protection 
of the state. 

That’s why Ott thought he 
would get away with it.

If socialists 
abstain only the 
Tory right and 
Ukip would 
benefit

‘‘ 
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 DEFY TORY RULE

CAMERON GOES ON RAMPAGE 

AGAINST WORKERS AND POOR 

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ WHY LABOUR LOST

ANALYSIS, LEFT RESULTS, AND WHERE NEXT >>Pages 3,4,5 and 6 
�PLUS

Did press win it for Tories?>>Pages 10&11

£1  |  No 2453  |  16 May 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  GREECE 
Workers move to stop Syriza backsliding 

THE GREEK government, led 
by the radical left Syriza party, 
is backsliding under pressure 
from the European Union and 
International Monetary Fund.

But workers at the formerly 
state-owned Hellenic Petroleum refinery walked out 

on Saturday. And the Piraeus 
dockers struck on Thursday of 
last week. >>Page 8

RACISM

Backlash over Birmingham 'takeover plot'A WAVE of Islamophobic 
panic has followed claims that “Islamists” 

are plotting to take over 
Birmingham schools.And hated schools 

inspectorate Ofsted has 
allegedly told some of 
the schools they will be 
failed for “not teaching 
counter-terrorism”.>>Page 3

ANTI-FASCISMMass rally takes on Nazis in Walthamstow
UP TO 1,000 people rallied 
in Walthamstow, north east 
London, against the racist 
English Defence League 
(EDL) last Saturday. Fewer than 100 Nazis 

joined the EDL national demo. 
But a massive police operation 
allowed them to march.>>Page 7

SATURDAY20 JUNECENTRAL LONDON�For transport and details go to 
www.thepeoplesassembly.org.uk
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 Political atmosphere on big  
 Birmingham Pride parade
by KEN OLENDE

TRADE UNIONISTS with 
the Lesbians and Gays 
Support the Miners (LGSM) 
banner  led  a  v ib rant 
parade at a 70,000-strong 
Birmingham Pride festival 
last Saturday.

The success of the film 
Pride has taken the festival 
back towards its political 
roots.

The floats from community 
groups and companies that 
have led the parade in recent 
years were still there. 

But now they came behind 
political groups and trade 
unions.

Bridget Parsons was on 
the parade. She told Socialist 
Worker, “It was fantastic, 
much more politically com-
mitted than last year, with 
all the trade union banners. 
I saw loads from the PCS and 
NASUWT unions.”

Geoff Dexter helped organ-
ise the parade. 

Cheered
He told Socialist Worker, 
“The crowds clapped people 
on the parade more enthusi-
astically than ever.

“People cheered as the 
front half passed with polit-
ical banners  and chants of 
‘David Cameron—fuck off 
back to Eton’. 

“There were banners 
from ten unions and the 
TUC, alongside the National 
Pensioners Convention and 
LGBT Against Islamophobia.”

Despite the change in 
atmosphere the main event 
is still very much a business 
venture.

Geoff said, “It was a bit 
sad when the parade arrived 
at the Gay Village, where 
the festival is held, and was 

stopped by ticket barriers. 
“It now costs at least £20 

to go in. There’s no kind of 
communal space. So there’s a 
lot of work still to be done.”

He added, “But even in the 
official festival the highlight 
on the main stage was the 
announcement of the Irish 
referendum result and the 
massive cheers that got.”

The trade unions’ “Out 
Against Austerity” placard 
was particularly popular. 

People signed up for active 
solidarity with the Dudley 
Mosque and Muslim com-
munity centre in Solihull 
which have faced racist 
demonstrations. 

Geoff said, “People say 
young people aren’t inter-
ested in politics. So it was 
great to see people under  
20 take not just education 
and health placards, but 
those demanding pension 
rights. 

“We got 12 people coming 
up to ask about joining a 
union.”

Bridget added, “Lots of 
people also gave their details 
for coaches for the People’s 
Assembly End Austerity Now 
demonstration in London on  
20 June.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

TRADE UNIONS and political organisations led this year’s Birmingham Pride march 

                    Picture: Geoff Dexter

 Andy Coulson ‘knew about hacking’
DAVID CAMERON’S former 
spin doctor Andy Coulson 
knew that voicemails on 
murdered teenager Milly 
Dowler’s phone had been 
intercepted, a court heard 
last week.

Former chief reporter 
for the News of the 
World newspaper, Neville 
Thurlbeck, was giving 
evidence in Coulson’s trial.

 Coulson is on trial at the 
High Court in Edinburgh 
accused of lying under 
oath in the 2010 perjury 
trial of socialist politician 
Tommy Sheridan.

 Thurlbeck added that 
hacked messages were the 

source of a story about 
then home secretary David 
Blunkett having an affair.

Prosecutors allege that 
Coulson falsely stated 
that, before the arrest of 
Glenn Mulcaire and Clive 
Goodman in 2006, he did 
not know Goodman was 
involved in phone hacking 
with Mulcaire. 

Mulcaire was a private 
investigator and Goodman 
was a News of the World 
journalist. Coulson denies 
the charges.

Jurors were shown a 
story containing messages 
left on the girl’s phone.

The trial continues.Andy Coulson

 Yes vote shows how  
 Ireland is changing
LAST FRIDAY’S Yes vote in Ireland’s referendum on 
marriage equality is an historic moment in Irish society 
and internationally. Ireland is the first country ever to 
introduce marriage equality by popular vote. 

Considering that homosexuality was only decriminalised 
in 1993, this is a massive step forward from the Ireland 
of Catholic church domination, Magdalene laundries and 
sexual repression. 

The campaign for marriage equality has been running a 
long time with an annual March4Marriage taking place for 
at least the last five years. 

The main message of the Yes side was the message of 
equality and inclusiveness. All the mainstream parties, 
including both conservative parties, Fianna Fáil and Fine 
Gael, called for a Yes vote. 

As the campaign kicked off in March several groups came 
out for a No vote. All were composed of various people from 
the Catholic right with a huge level of funding. 

Their main argument revolved around so called children’s 
rights to have a mother and a father. It was clear that this 
was just an attempt to hide their underlying homophobia 
and bigotry. 

The left consistently pointed out the hypocrisy of No 
campaigners such as independent senator Ronan Mullen. He 
had previously worked as press officer for a Catholic priest 
responsible for covering up child abuse. 

However, the official Yes Equality campaign, including all 
the mainstream parties, took a softer approach of focusing 
exclusively on “equality to marry”. 

This ignored issues such as the ban on gay men giving 
blood or the right of church-run schools to discriminate 
against LGBTQ teachers. 

There was a worry that the involvement of a hated 
pro-austerity government would undermine the Yes side, 
particularly among the working class.

So anti-austerity party People Before Profit continuously 
highlighted the hypocrisy of the mainstream parties.

While talking of equality, they have presided over 
austerity measures that have increased economic inequality 
and are currently implementing vicious cuts to lone parent 
families.

Astonishing
During the last week of the campaign there was an 
astonishing involvement with hundreds of mainly young 
people canvassing for a Yes vote. Every other person in 
Dublin sported a Yes/Tá badge.

Working class urban areas such as Ballyfermot, 
Donaghmede and Ringsend turned out the highest Yes votes 
in the country—between 80 and 90 percent. 

Young people voted Yes in massive numbers. Some 
60,000 people were added to the supplementary register 
in the last few weeks before the vote, and young emigrants 
travelled back to vote.

The turnout was the highest ever recorded in a 
referendum with the Yes side winning 62.1 percent of the 
vote. 

Only one rural area, Roscommon-Leitrim, turned out a No 
vote with a very small margin at 51.4 percent. This shows 
that rural Ireland is changing and the stranglehold of the 
Catholic church is loosening. 

There was a celebratory mood in Dublin as the results 
were announced last Saturday . And there was a distinct 
sense that we’re living in a new Ireland where solidarity and 
inclusiveness come before bigotry and backwardness.

Now we need to continue the fight for equality, including 
racial, gender and economic equality. We must fight for a 
referendum to repeal the disgusting 8th amendment that 
bans abortion and endangers women’s health and lives. 

We must campaign for changes to the proposed Gender 
Recognition Bill which includes forced divorce, age limits 
and doctors’ approvals for transitions. 

We must fight for the end to deportations and an end to 
the horrific direct provision system which imprisons and 
mistreats asylum seekers. 

We must continue our fight against economic inequality, 
specifically the hated water charges. 

Marriage equality is a great step forward and the amazing 
result proved that change is possible.

 ANALYSIS 
 MADELEINE JOHANSSON

BACK STORY
Andy Coulson, former 
editor of the News of the 
World and spin doctor to 
David Cameron, is on trial  
accused of lying to the 
courts
lIt is alleged that Coulson 
misled the court during 
the perjury trial of Scottish 
socialist politician Tommy 
Sheridan in 2010
lProsecutors say that 
Coulson had lied during 
Sheridan’s trial about 
his knowledge of phone 
hacking at the News of the 
World
lSheridan had previously 
won a libel case against 
the News of the World in 
2006
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 Anger against austerity  
 inspires mood of protest 
by NICK CLARK 

PEOPLE ACROSS Britain have 
already started to resist the 
Tories before they launched 
their latest attacks in this week’s 
queen’s speech. 

The Tories are out to restrict 
the right to strike, force schools to 
become academies and scapegoat 
migrants and Muslims. 

They also want to slash £12 bil-
lion more from welfare spending and 
scrap the Human Rights Act. Even 
some Tories are wondering where 
they will find such massive cuts.

But as many as 2,000 people 
marched through Manchester last 
Saturday on an anti-Tory protest 
called on Facebook and supported 
by the People’s Assembly.

The protest brought together 
anti-austerity groups, anti bedroom 
tax campaigners and homelessness 
activists who have been camping in 
Manchester city centre.

There were also NHS campaign-
ers, students and hundreds of others 
who are fed up with austerity.

The organisers had wanted a fes-
tival atmosphere. But the level of 
anger was unavoidable.

Lindsay from Bolton Against the 
Bedroom Tax told the protest, “We 
are fighting against this disgusting 
government.

Evictions
“We’ve had two evictions in Bolton 
and we don’t want any more. We 
don’t want to make people home-
less, we want to help the homeless”.

College student Chloe was on the 
protest. She told Socialist Worker, 
“This is my first demo. I’ll be  
22 before I can vote the Tories 
out—I’m 17 now.

“I want a chance for a future. 
We’ve had teachers at college 
being made redundant.  There was 
an online petition supporting the 
teachers but the college made us 
take it down, threatening to expel 
students”.

She added, “It’s nice to be here, 
to have something to relate to and 
see others who are fighting back”.

People are organising resistance 
elsewhere too.

Some 500 people attended a 
public meeting held by the People’s 
Assembly in Nottingham on Tuesday 
of last week.

A number of protests were set to 
take place on the day of the queen’s 
speech.

And anti-austerity protests are 
set to take place in towns and cities 
across Britain as part of the People’s 
Assembly national day of action on 
Saturday of this week. 

They are building up to the 
national People’s Assembly demo in 
London and the Scottish TUC pro-
test on 20 June.

So far four coaches have been 

booked from Sheffield, with more 
tickets selling fast. Another four 
coaches are set to come from 
Doncaster.

At least three coaches were booked 
to take activists from South Shields, 
Sunderland, Newcastle, Durham and 
Middlesbrough in the North East.

And people on the march in 
Manchester were queuing up to 
book tickets on one of at least four 
coaches already booked.

Ali Mohamed was another first-
time protester in Manchester. He 
said, “I’m here for the people who 
are suffering so much from the cuts.

“I will be on the demonstration 
on 20 June. I’m concerned about 
tuition fees, the bedroom tax and 
zero hours contracts. People need a 
better chance”. 
Thanks to Caroline Ridgeway

On other pages...
Why do people believe right wing 
ideas? >>Pages 14&15

THE ATMOSPHERE in Manchester mixed carnival with anger Picture: Martin eMPson

HEALTH SERVICE

NHS trust is ‘inadequate’
THE CARE Quality 
Commission (CQC) watchdog 
has slammed Barts Health 
NHS Trust in east London 
as “inadequate”.

The trust was placed in 
special measures after the 
CQC delivered a damning 
report on Whipps Cross, one 
of its hospitals, in March.

But this latest inspection 
found failings right across 
Britain’s largest NHS trust. 

CQC inspectors went to the 
Royal London and Newham 
hospitals in January. 

They reported, “Staffing 
was so problematic at both 
hospitals that staff-patient 
ratios were sometimes 

breached and both hospitals 
were worryingly reliant 
on temporary staff.”

The root cause of the 
crisis is the 2012 merger 
and the ballooning private 
finance initiative (PFI) debt. 

The four trusts’ combined 
deficit of £8 million ballooned 
to over £100 million. 

As soon as the trust was 
formed in 2012 bosses 
removed 220 posts and 
downbanded several 
hundred more, hitting 
patient care and morale. 

The only solution is to 
cancel the PFI debt and 
stop and reverse the cuts. 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

Hillsborough

Officer---  
‘I felt a pulse’
FRESH INQUESTS into the 
Hillsborough football disaster 
have heard more evidence 
relating to the movements of 
victims.

Some 96 Liverpool fans died 
as a result of a crush at the 
Sheffield stadium on 15 April 
1989.

The jury last week looked 
at evidence relating to Philip 
Hammond, Lee Nicol, Paul 
Brady and Joseph McCarthy.

Former police constable 
Stephen Taylor found 14 year 
old victim Philip Hammond in 
the tunnel leading to pens 3 and 
4 where the crush took place. 

Taylor said he saw “several 
people laid on the ground within 
the tunnel”.

Taylor took Philip to an 
ambulance at around 3.17pm. 
He said he thought he felt a 

pulse “like a heartbeat” while 
treating him in the ambulance.

Lee Nicol was also 14 when 
he died. His friend Austin 
Grimmant was in pen 3 with 
Lee. 

Austin said he shouted to a 
police officer on the pitch for 
help. “I was just basically trying 
to beg him to do something, 
because you knew something 
was seriously wrong,” he said. 

“He just told people to move 
back.”

Former police officer Keith 
Marsh treated Lee on the pitch. 
He said he was “hopeful” Lee 
had a chance of surviving. 

Lee had a normal heart 
rhythm restored in hospital but 
was certified dead two days 
after the crush.

Former police constable 
Philip Foster gave 21 year old 
victim Paul Brady CPR and said 
he felt one or two beats of his 
pulse. He told the court, “Even 
now, I’m still confident that I felt 
something.”

Former officer Norman Lewis 
said he did not try to resuscitate 
21 year old victim Joe McCarthy 
because he had “assumed from 
the brief checks I made that life 
was extinct”.

Lewis added that he had 
been told that there had been a 
pitch invasion.

The inquests were set to 
resume on Monday of next week.
Sadie Robinson

Philip Hammond
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HEALTH WORKERS protest on Wednesday of last week  Picture: Workers solidarity

New parties break into 
Spanish mainstream
WOMEN FROM the radical 
left were expected to become 
mayors of the Spanish state’s 
two biggest cities after 
last weekend’s local and 
regional elections. 

The ruling Tory PP came 
first—but with its worst 
vote in over 20 years 
as new parties broke 
into the mainstream. 

Chief among these 
are two populist 
parties founded 
last year—left 
wing Podemos 
and right wing 
Ciudadanos.

Podemos-
backed platform 
Madrid Now won 
20 seats in the 
capital Madrid, just 
one behind the PP. 

The Labour-type 

PSOE was expected to back 
Madrid Now candidate, retired 
judge Manuela Carmena, for 

mayor. 
In Barcelona, another 

Podemos-backed platform 
Barcelona in Common 
beat the right wing 

Catalan nationalists into 
second place. 

Its candidate was 
Ada Colau (left), a 

prominent activist 
in the movement 
against evictions.

Left wing 
Catalan 
independence 
party ERC also 

won more seats, 
and the anti-

capitalist left CUP 
was elected onto the 

city council for the  
first time.

 Strikes in Greece keep  
 up pressure from below 
by DAVE SEWELL 

HOSPITAL WORKERS walked 
out across Greece on Wednesday 
of last week, in the biggest strike 
since the election of radical left 
party Syriza in January.

They were demanding more 
funding to remedy the staffing crisis 
that’s been caused by austerity. 

Many workers were also out to 
get unpaid wages. 

Then it was the turn of civil avia-
tion workers last weekend. 

Their union called on the gov-
ernment to declare airport authori-
ties in a state of emergency due to 
their “financial strangulation” by 
austerity.

Successive Greek governments 
have implemented harsh auster-
ity programmes in exchange for 
the European Union (EU) and 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) bailing out their debts to the 
bankers.

Syriza’s election victory—on the 
back of five years of strikes and pro-
test movements—was a rejection of 
that. 

But EU and IMF leaders are 
trying to force it into passing more 
neoliberal reforms that make work-
ers pay for the crisis.  

Withholding 
They are withholding bailout funds 
until Greece signs a deal on their 
terms. But Greece needs those 
bailout funds to meet impending 
payments.

Syriza prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras last week insisted he 
wanted a “viable and long-lasting” 
deal—and not one on “humiliating 
terms”. 

Interior minister Nikos Voutsis 
warned that without a deal Greece 
would not be able to pay its next 
bill to the IMF.

He ruled out a 23 percent VAT 
tax rate and attacks on workers’ 
rights, saying Syriza wouldn’t cross 
“red lines”. 

But the election promise of a 
higher minimum wage doesn’t 
seem to be one of them—nor does 
halting major privatisations such as 
that of Piraeus port. 

Syriza negotiators have pro-
gressively backed down from their 
radical programme in search of a 
deal. 

As finance minister Yanis 
Varoufakis put it last Sunday, “We 
have met them three quarters of 
the way, they need to meet us one 
quarter of the way.”

But polls carried out for Syriza 
newspaper Avgi last week revealed 
support for its negotiating positions 
had dropped to 54 percent.

Some 59 percent of respondents 
wanted Syriza to refuse further aus-
terity measures.

Some 89 percent were against 

pension cuts and 81 percent against 
mass redundancies.

Varoufakis and Tsipras continue 
to underline their commitment to 
staying in the euro.

But for poll respondents this was 
a lower priority than defending the 
remaining “red lines”.

Reflected 
These debates are reflected within 
Syriza. 

 The party’s Left Platform put for-
ward a proposal to default on the 
next debt payment and nationalise 
the banks at a meeting of Syriza’s 
central committee last weekend.

It was narrowly rejected, by  
95 votes to 75, but Syriza’s leader-
ship has so far been able to contain 
its left. 

The more important opposition 
to a new austerity deal is the pres-
sure from below. 

And the return of strikes in 
recent weeks after a period of calm 
since the election shows that this 
hasn’t gone away.

On other pages...
Fighting back against cuts in 
Glasgow >>Page 20  

IN BRIEF
Isis scores new 
victories in Iraq
TENS OF thousands of people 
have fled the Iraqi city of 
Ramadi after Isis forces 
captured it last weekend.

Isis now controls an ever 
growing area within the region. 

The Syrian military may even 
abandon parts of the country to 
concentrate on defending the 
heartlands of Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime.  

When Isis captured the 
Syrian city Palmyra, the Western 
media focused on the threat to 
ancient ruins. 

But it represents a strategic 
advance for Isis, which now also 
controls two large gas fields near 
Palmyra. Isis’s latest victories 
have exposed the failure of the 
US bombing strategy. 

Cop acquitted of 
killing couple 
A US judge has acquitted a 
white cop of killing an unarmed 
black couple in Cleveland in 
2012.

Some 13 officers fired 137 
bullets at the car of Timothy 
Russell and Malissa Williams. 

Cop Michael Brelo was 
acquitted of voluntary 

manslaughter and felonious 
assault last week.

The judge said that it could 
not be determined whether 
Brelo had fired the fatal shot.

This was despite the fact that 
Brelo had stood on the car’s 
bonnet and fired 15 times into 
the windshield.

McDonald’s HQ 
shut down in US 
FAST FOOD giant McDonald’s 
was forced to close part of its 
headquarters in Chicago on 
Wednesday of last week.

 Low paid fast food workers 
staged a protest to demand a 
$15 an hour living wage. 

Some 2,000 took part in the 
demonstration.

It was the biggest protest that 
the firm has faced. 

As well as demanding a pay 
rise workers are also calling for 
the right to unionise.

Cop Michael Brelo 
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Storming the 
Tory shires
I STOOD as an 
independent for the 
District Council elections 
in the heart of East 
Devon’s Tory shires. 

Standing on a platform 
well to the left of Labour, 
I was stunned to get 
over 1,200 votes on 
7 May—39 percent. That 
is 2.5 percent higher than 
the Tories got nationally! 

If it can happen here it 
can happen everywhere. 

Robert Crick
Sidmouth

Still under 
their control
YOU INTERVIEWED me 
when I was held in the 
Verne detention centre 
in Dorset waiting to 
be deported (Socialist 
Worker, 21 March).

I have been released 
on the condition that I live 
at a designated address. 

I asked if I could live 
with my ex and my son, 
but instead I was sent 
to Middlesbrough. I’ve 
never lived this far from 
London. It’s like they 
want me to fail.

I’m tagged to stay in 
from 8pm till 7am, with 
no TV and I have £35 in 
Tesco vouchers a week. 

Haile
Middlesbrough

Say people 
not ‘refugees’
I WISH people would stop 
calling those rescued 
in the Mediterranean 
refugees—they are 
people, human beings.

Frank Payne
on Facebook

Who are the  
‘extremists’? 
SOCIALIST Worker’s 
attack on the attempt to 
replace the Human Rights 
Act (23 May) missed the 
slack, of “extremism”. 
Under such laws the left 
could be as much a target 
as Muslims. 

Tim Nicholls
Weymouth

Hunt down  
fox hunters
FOX HUNTING is the fun 
pastime of the rich and 
privileged—Cameron’s 
sort. Banning it spoils 
their perverse fun.

I have a mad fantasy. I 
wish I could hunt them. 

When they collapse 
in exhaustion I’d set the 
hounds on them and see 
how they like it.

Mister Black
Address withheld

Hypocrisy of Tory plans to 
abolish Human Rights Act 
WHEN DAVID Cameron got back 
in, almost his first act was to bring 
Michael Gove in from the cold—as 
Minister of Justice no less.

Gove’s first aim is to end the 
Human Rights Act within 100 days. 

The Tories’ hypocrisy knows no 
bounds. 

It is just months since they 
celebrated the signing of Magna 
Carta—the Great Charter of 
1215—at their sham Global Law 
Summit. The charter’s actual 
words, “to no one deny or delay 
right or justice”, were absent from 
the brochure. 

Presumably because the 
government had been doing just 
that with attacks on judicial 
review. 

Cameron preferred instead to 

promote “free enterprise” for the 
heads of multinationals, with 
tickets £1,750 a head.

The Tories have no shame. 
Following their elitist pretence to 
celebrate important rights 
established centuries ago, they 
have swiftly moved to extinguish 
modern day rights for all. 

The Human Rights Act can 
operate as a small buffer to some 
of the worst excesses of prejudice 
and unfairness, which is of course 
why the Tories want to scrap it. 

But Gove will have his work cut 
out. For one thing some of the 
matters affected by the act are 
devolved to the Scottish 
government, which he cannot 
easily remove. It would also 
threaten to unpick the 1998 Good 

Friday Agreement in Northern 
Ireland.

A concerted campaign could 
stop him. Such a campaign will be 
boosted by last week’s Criminal 
Bar Association vote. 

Here 96 percent of barristers 
voted to support taking action 
against former justice minister 
Chris Grayling’s wretched dual 
contracts for criminal legal aid 
firms. These intend to close 1,000 
high street legal aid firms. Let’s 
hope we can do what the teachers 
did to Gove to save access to justice. 

As a start join the Great British 
Right Off protest for the Human 
Rights Act in Parliament Square 
this Saturday from 1pm to 4pm.

Matt Foot
North London 

 Justice call 
for Sheku
SHEKU BAYOH, a 32 year 
old father of two from 
Fife, died of asphyxiation 
following an incident 
involving up to 15 officers.

Here’s hoping that there 
is a thorough investigation 
by the Police Investigations 
& Review Commissioner to 
ascertain how died. 

His lawyer has raised 
the possibility that being 
pepper sprayed may have 
contributed to his demise. 
His family plans to hire an 
independent pathologist 
to determine how he died. 

No officer has ever 
been charged with the 
death of anyone held in 
custody. Let’s have truth 
and justice for the Bayoh 
family and no cover up.

Robert Gillan
Glasgow

Seven day 
NHS all lies 
THE TORY government’s 
latest smokescreen for cuts 
and privatisation in the 
NHS is to pretend the 
problem is workers not 
providing routine services 
seven days a week.  

This is rubbish.
A well-funded service 

would make sure all 
workers had fair overtime 
pay and time off. But the 
government has no respect 
for health workers’ 
personal or family life 
outside work, or the ill 
health that can come from 
unsocial hours. 

It is all part of the plan 
to asset strip our NHS and 
give it to the private 
sector for profit not care. 
Defend our health service 
and support our health 
workers saying no to this.

Anna Livingstone 
East London GP  

and Keep Our NHS Public

 Rescues by ordinary people give hope
I WAS heartened to see 
footage of Indonesian 
fishermen rescuing 
hundreds of persecuted 
Rohingya people and 
Bangladeshi migrants.  

The migrants had been 
adrift for weeks without 
food, water or medicine 
in the Andaman Sea. 

The governments of 
Thailand and Indonesia 
have led a campaign 
against them.

The Thai government 
stands accused of 
responsibility for the 
horrific mass grave of 
migrants found this week.  

The actions of the local 
fishermen show the 
immense capacity of 
ordinary people to care 
for and look after each 
other. 

They also prove that 

selfishness and greed 
cannot be explained by 
“human nature”. They are 
systematically generated 
by the ruling class. 

Emma Davis 
North London

 Labour does not offer 
a Scottish alternative 
CHRIS HEGGIE is right to 
say the left should unite to 
fight Tory attacks (Letters, 
23 May). But he is wrong to 
think that the Labour Party 
will play any part.

Labour-controlled 
Glasgow City Council has 
implemented cuts to mental 
health care, and is currently 
out to defeat homeless 
caseworkers striking for 
equal pay. 

Labour has always had 
socialists in it, but it has 
never been a socialist party.  

But I agree that the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP) is not an alternative 
to austerity. It has also 
been implementing cuts. 

We need a left that can 
pose a challenge to both 
the SNP and Labour.

But the left should call 
on the SNP to put its words 
into reality. If it genuinely 
wants to “end austerity” 
then it should not 
implement Tory cuts. 

Keith Pender
Midlothian

Just a 
thought...

Indonesian fisherman rescuing Rohingya refugees from the sea
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A
T LONDON’S National 
Gallery a struggle 
has reached a criti-
cal stage—and the 
outcome matters for 
every trade unionist in 

Britain. Workers at the gallery have 
been striking against privatisation 
plans since January. They are also 
fighting the victimisation of leading 
PCS union rep Candy Udwin.

Gallery bosses sacked Candy earlier 
this month on trumped up charges of 
“breaching confidentiality”. Candy 
had emailed a PCS official with a draft 
of questions to ask management. 

She is appealing her sacking.
Speaking at the PCS conference in 

Brighton last week Candy said, “I’m 
the first trade unionist to be sacked 
under this Tory government.

“We know what they’ve got in 
store for us with austerity policies 
and union-busting plans. I won’t be 
the last unless we stop them.”

PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
a critical dispute—not just for the gal-
lery and the PCS but for the whole 
trade union movement.

“It’s a chance to show the gallery 
management and the Tory govern-
ment that we’re not just going to take 
it lying down.”

Bosses suspended Candy on the 
eve of gallery workers’ first five-day 
walkout in January. It was an attempt 
to undermine the strike and smash 
the union.

But bosses were right to be fright-
ened. Candy is a class warrior with 
an impressive track record of fighting 
back and organising workers.

In the 1970s Candy was secre-
tary of a successful campaign to save 
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson women’s 
hospital in Camden, central London.

 National Gallery bosses want union 
rep Candy Udwin out of the picture... 
That’s why every trade unionist 
should join the fight for her job

 FRAMED
As clinic receptionist and union 

activist at London’s UCLH hospi-
tals in the 1980s and 1990s she 
organised strikes and campaigns 
against ward closures, cuts and 
privatisation.

Candy faced victimisation then, 
too. In 2000 she was sacked along 
with staff nurse Dave Carr after 
fighting privatisation and under-
funding—and being victimised by 
her then union, Unison.

Candy had defended Dave before.
Dave told Socialist Worker, “When 

I was sacked in 1995, the campaign 
she led in the hospital is why I got 
my job back. I owe my career as a 
nurse to her.

“I’ve never worked with someone 
as indefatigable and conscientious as 
Candy. Candy’s a class fighter and the 
reason I’m a revolutionary socialist.”

Candy and the gallery strikers have 
received widespread support (see 
right). Strikers have travelled the 
length and breadth of Britain, speak-
ing at meetings and raising money for 
their hardship fund.

On the day of Candy’s sacking, 
some 50 people protested inside the 
gallery’s Sainsbury wing in her sup-
port. And more than 2,000 people 
have signed a petition calling for 
Candy’s reinstatement.

One striker told Socialist Worker, 
“I’ve been speaking at meetings in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

“It’s amazing—everywhere we go 
people are just giving us money.”

The fight at the National Gallery 
is a fight for everyone who wants to 
take on Tory attacks on public ser-
vices and trade unions.

MARK 
SERWOTKA
PCS union 
general 
secretary

KEN LOACH
Film director

“CANDY’S VICTIMISATION is an 
example of what we can expect 
from the new Tory government. 
But the action at the National 
Gallery is an inspiration to all of 
us for how we can fight back.”
lSpeaking to PCS conference

“CANDY UDWIN is just the kind 
of union rep we all need and the 
Tories and the bosses hate. 

“When she was suspended 
on the eve of the first National 
Gallery walkout, she didn’t 
apologise and she fought harder 
for her members.

“Now she’s sacked, she is 
determined to win.

“Sacking Candy on the eve of 
PCS conference was designed to 
put fear into every PCS rep—it 
hasn’t worked.

“We’re all inspired by Candy’s 
fight and that of her members.”

JANE 
AITCHISON
PCS DWP 
Leeds branch

“I ABSOLUTELY support Candy. 
I’ve known her over a number 
of years and I’ve been very 
impressed by her principled 
arguments. 

“Everyone who meets Candy 
respects her. It’s typical that the 
gallery will go for somebody who 
is articulate, clear and committed 
to the good of the people that she 
represents and works with.”

EILEEN SHORT
Defend Council Housing
“THE FIRST rule of tenant 
organisation is that you stand 
together under attack. 

“Candy is a tenant in DCH as 
well as a trade unionist and the 
same rule applies. The fight for 
our homes and the fight for jobs is 
one we have to win.”

“CANDY UDWIN’S dismissal is 
another example of management’s 
attempt to silence dissent.

“We have seen attacks at 
the University of Bolton where 
UCU’s branch secretary and his 
wife, a Unison member, have 
been dismissed for talking to 
the press—despite the press 
confirming that neither of them 
actually spoke to the press.

“UCU wholeheartedly supports 
PCS in its fight to stop trade union 
victimisation.”

MARIANNE OWENS
PCS union executive
“THE ONLY reason Candy was 
sacked was because bosses are 
scared by how good she is at 
organising and engaging workers.

“This is a fight for everyone.”

JOHN 
McDONNELL 
MP

That’s why it is winning such 
support.

The PCS has called a national 
demonstration against the privati-
sation and Candy’s victimisation in 
London this Saturday. Support from 
other campaigners gives strikers 
more confidence to fight.

Candy told PCS conference last 
week, “It’s really helped the dis-
pute, all the connections we’ve had 
with people outside PCS and the gal-
lery. They’ve wanted to support us 
because they want to fight back. It’s 
really encouraged us”.

Serwotka added, “If this is a dis-
pute that we win, we’ll have more 
confidence to win all the other 
disputes.

“Let’s make sure that we start off 
this Tory government’s term with a 
victory for the trade union move-
ment and a defeat for the politics of 
reaction.”

Candy agreed. She said, “If we can 
win it’s not just going to be impor-
tant to me, to us, to the people at the 
National Gallery. 

“If we can win, that will be a 
building block in the fightback that 
we need against the government. A 
victory for the National Gallery can 
then be the start of the fightback to 
kick out the Tories”.

SALLY HUNT
UCU union 
general 
secretary

“CANDY UDWIN is a hero of the 
movement in that she has stood 
up against victimisation. We’ll be 
putting a motion in parliament in 
support of Candy, our members 
and calling for the end of the 
victimisation.”
lSpeaking to PCS 
conference

IAN HODSON
Bfawu union 
president
“WHAT’S happened to 
Candy is a disgrace. 
Our union offers its full 
solidarity and support.

“The PCS is right 
in calling for her 
reinstatement and the 
charges against her to be 
dropped.”

‘After the 30 May protest 
we’ve got to go ballistic. 
The bosses have got the fear 
now—they might be shitting 
their pants’

 STRIKERS HAVE already 
forced gallery bosses to 
pay them the London 
Living Wage. But it will 

take more strikes to stop the 
planned privatisation of 400 out 
of 600 jobs and win Candy’s 
job back.

Mark Serwotka told Socialist 
Worker, “The most effective 
way to fight would be industrial 
action. We’re going to make 
Candy’s reinstatement central to 
our dispute resolution.”

The new director of the 
National Gallery has been 
appointed but hasn’t yet taken 
up the post. Serwotka told PCS 
conference, “We can send a 
message to the new director 
that there’s no hiding from this 
dispute.

“It’s not going to go away. The 
best thing he can do is to step in 
and resolve it.”

Many strikers agreed. One told 
Socialist Worker, “If we can get 
Candy back that will be a massive 
victory for the trade union 
movement. 

“After the protest on Saturday 
we’ve got to go ballistic. They’ve 
got the fear now—they’ve got 
the fear for once. They might be 
shitting their pants.”

Another said, “People 
are up for it if there’s 
more strikes. We’ve 
got to put the pressure 
up.”

Gallery strikers will 
need continued support 
to keep up their fight.

Serwotka said, “While 
the union is supporting 
the strikers with 
50 percent strike pay 
there would be a massive 
detriment to those 
people if we weren’t able 
to raise through hardship 
collections practical 
support.”

Candy said, “If you 
had asked us a while 

back what kind of strikes we 
would take—we would have 
said we’ll do five or six two-hour 
strikes. We would never have 
said we’d do five or six weeks of 
strikes.

“The reason why we’ve been 
able to do that is because of the 
support we’ve had. That’s come 
from the PCS, the trade union 
movement, but also from social 

movements, from artists, from 
pensioners.”

As one striker told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s important that 
people donate to the strike fund. 
We need to get the rest of the 
money from donations.”

lSupport the strikers by 
donating to sort code 08-60-

01 and account no 20169002. 
Cheques to PCS Culture Media and 
Sport Association, c/o PCS North 
West Region, Jack Jones House, 
1 Islington, Liverpool L3 8EG.

lInvite speakers to your union 
or campaign meetings. See 

ngnotforsale.wordpress.com to 
find out more.

lSign the petition against 
the privatisation at 

you.38degrees.org.uk/
petitions/no-privatisation-
at-national-gallery and the 
statement demanding Candy’s 
reinstatement at action.pcs.org.
uk/page/s/no-privatisation-atthe-
national-gallery

Candy Udwin (left) fighting NHS privatisation under Tony Blair’s government Candy Udwin
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
Socialists and the EU
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,  
Chelmsford CM1 2QL
IPSWICH
We say defy the 
Tories—where next 
after the elections?
Tue 2 Jun, 7pm,
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St, IP1 1TF

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Prospects for socialists
Thu 4 Jun, 6pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,  
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
What do we mean 
by revolution?
Wed 3 Jun, 7pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Street movements, 
strikes and the fight 
against austerity
Wed 3 Jun, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,  
B1 1EQ
BRIGHTON
How the Tories plan to 
attack our human rights
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: SOUTH
30 years on—how 
the Miners’  Strike 
could have won
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
What are the roots 
of terrorism?
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
Why we celebrate the 
1917 Russian Revolution
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (please 
enter via Cafe Browser),  
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL
COLCHESTER
Should the unions break 
with the Labour Party?
Tue 2 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd,  
CO2 7ET
DONCASTER
Will the unions ever fight?
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,  
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH

DUNDEE
Isis and counter-revolution
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
The truth about the 
Second World War
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL
EXETER
Social movements and 
political parties
Thu 4 Jun, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Will the revolution be 
televised? Socialists 
and the media
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HARLOW
Is Scotland more radical 
than England?
Thu 11 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
From Selma to Ferguson—
the struggle for  
Civil Rights in the US
Wed 3 Jun, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP

KIRKCALDY
Race and racism today
Mon 1 Jun, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s Pub,
297 High St,
KY1 1JL
LIVERPOOL
Syriza and socialist strategy
Thu 4 Jun, 7pm,
The Brink Cafe,
21 Parr St (near Concert 
Square), L1 4JN
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
The USSR and the 
Eastern Bloc—were 
they really socialist?
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre,  
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close to 
the station), W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Anarchism and street 
movements—what’s 
the way to win?
Wed 3 Jun, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
The European Union—a 
bosses’ club?
Thu 4 Jun, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT
LONDON: EALING
Why are there so 
few strikes?

Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery, 185 High St, 
Acton W3 9DJ    
LONDON: HACKNEY
Capitalism in crisis and 
the relevance of Marx
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: HORNSEY 
AND WOOD GREEN
The Chartists—the first 
national workers’ movement
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Indian Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, Haringey, 
N8 0DD
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why we hate Mondays—
Marx’s theory of alienation
Thu 4 Jun, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station, 
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Is the Labour Party finished?
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and DLR 
Station), SE10 8JA
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Is the Labour Party finished?
Thu 4 Jun, 7pm,
Snug Room, The Grand Union, 
26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St),  
SE5 8RE

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is England moving 
to the right?
Wed 3 Jun, 7pm,
Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
How we fought the 
Tories last time and how 
we fight them now
Wed 3 Jun, 7pm,
Proof Bar,
30 Manchester Rd, M21 0BQ
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Is the Labour Party finished?
Thu 4 Jun, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MEDWAY
Is the Labour Party finished?
Thu 11 Jun, 7.30pm,
Conference room,  
The Nucleus Arts Centre,  
272 High St,  
Chatham, ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Why are there so many 
wars in the Middle East?
Thu 4 Jun, 7pm,
Heaton Community Centre,
Trewhitt Rd, NE6 5DY

NORWICH
Socialist movements 
and political parties
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place,  
NR2 2SA
ROTHERHAM
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Bridge Inn,  
Greasbrough Rd  (near the bus 
and train stations),
S60 1RB
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The housing crisis—why 
the system can’t provide 
decent homes for all
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
From Selma to 
Baltimore—the fight for 
Civil Rights in the US
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
High Street Cafe, 
153 High St,  
SO14 2BT
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Where now for the Labour 
Party and the trade unions?
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, 
King St,  WV1 1ST
YORK
Schools out—a history of 
school student strikes
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St,  
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET
How do we stop fracking?
Sat 6 Jun, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club, (opposite County 
Hall), Colliton Park,  
Dorchester DT1 1XJ. 
Organised by the 
Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Housing summit
Sat 13 Jun, 11am-4.30pm,
Bloomsbury Baptist Church, 
235 Shaftesbury Ave, 
WC2H 8EP.  
Called by Defend 
Council Housing
NATIONAL
Marxism 2015 festival 
Ideas for revolution
Thu 9-Mon 13 Jul,
Central London.
Book now on 020 7819 1190
or at marxismfestival.co.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER  BRANCH MEETINGS

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St,  
CB1 1DG

COVENTRY
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre, 
159 Spon St,  
CV1 3BB

LEICESTER
Wed 3 Jun, 7pm,
Leicester Adult Education 
College, 2 Wellington St,  
LE1 6HL

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 3 Jun, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next  to 
Morrisons car park),  
E15 1HP

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
International Community 
Centre,  61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG1 3FN

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 

MIGRANT LIVES MATTER
STOP THE SLAUGHTER IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

Socialist Worker  30 May 2015

MIGRANTS CROSSING the Mediterranean on an overcrowded boat earlier this year
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 How can we use political art 
to reclaim privatised spaces?
Artist Peter Kennard spoke to Socialist Worker about the latest exhibition of 
his works—and how we can make sure the arts aren’t only for a rich elite
THE IMPERIAL War Museum’s 
new exhibition isn’t just a loose 
restrospective of Peter Kennard’s 
work—each of the five rooms makes 
a political statement. 

As soon as you walk in, you’re con-
fronted with five canvases depicting 
medals. 

But instead of the shimmering gold 
of “glory”, a bandaged head hangs 
from one and a head in a black bag 
from another.

The union jack and the stars and 
stripes remain, but a chargrilled 
corpse dangles from them.

Peter made them in response to 
the reality of the Iraq war. 

Running through the exhibition 
are the political events and move-
ment’s Peter’s work has related to 
since he was politicised in 1968.

It’s fascinating to look through it 
and ask, can political art make an 
impact? 

Peter told Socialist Worker, 
“Political art by itself does not change 
anything. 

“I’ve always considered myself to 
be the ‘visual arm’ of different cam-
paigns and protest groups. 

“You can see that those groups cer-
tainly use it if you look around at this 
exhibition.

Direct 
“My art is part of that and is very 
direct, but you can’t measure the 
effect of it.”

But for Peter his work is about 
more than just making a political 
statement.

He said, “What it does show is that 
art can be about everyday life and 
that it’s not just for the rich.”

The arts are under assault from 
the Tories—and the threat of priva-
tisation at the National Gallery is an 
example. 

Peter said, “I’ve signed the open 
letter (see pages 10&11). 

“What you have in the National 
Gallery is a group of people who are 
committed to the place and have a 
great love of art. But their skill as 
workers is not acknowledged. 

“This is happening everywhere, 
where they’re trying to privatise secu-
rity and other jobs.” 

He argued that art and culture 
should not be restricted to a specta-
tor sport within the gallery walls—
it should run through our lives and 
involve mass participation.

“There’s still a sense that art is 
there for the elite,” said Peter.

“Venice is full of political art, but 
it’s just so obscure. What’s the point 
in that?

“The point of art should be to 
reach out to people. That’s why it’s 
good to have the exhibition here in a 

museum, instead of a gallery. 
“But more broadly than that, I 

want to show work wherever I can. 
You can see examples here, whether 
it is on posters or T-shirts. 

“That’s why the internet is impor-
tant, because anyone can share and 
download the art.”

Montage
While Peter’s work focuses on photo 
montage, the range of methods used 
is much broader.

In the third room, charcoaled and 
photocopied hands scrape through 
the financial pages of newspapers.

Peter explained that it was 

intentionally ambiguous, and tries to 
show the impersonality of the finan-
cial figures. 

One of the most interesting 
parts of the exhibition is where 
you can see his production 
process.

Peter said, “I’ve never 
shown the originals before—
it’s not what people are really 
interested in.

“I now work digitally, but 
it’s good to show how it was 
done before.

“You would be work-
ing with  ten d i f fer -
ent sizes of photographs 

and trying to piece together  
cut outs.” 

Peter argued that there’s a flour-
ishing of political art today. 

“Younger artists are much more 
concerned about making their art 
political,” he said.

“They’ve been radicalised through 
their own experiences, partly by 
having to pay high art fees.”

He’s always on the lookout for new 
ways art can connect with a broader 
audience.

Workshops 
He said, “I run workshops for 
excluded kids, who can work on the 
computer and manipulate images. 
But they’re images of everyday life.

“When I had a show at the Festival 
Hall I also worked with homeless 
people.

“They had an enormous subject 
matter—their lives.”

“It’s a question of access,” he said. 
Peter praised the potential of street 
art. 

“It’s very political and involves 
people—such as in Egypt—risking 
their lives. 

“Even escalators have adverts 
these days.”

For Peter street art is a way of 
“grabbing back public spaces that 
have been privatised”.

“I hope this exhibition will make 
people look at war from a different 
perspective,” he said. 
Peter Kennard: Unofficial War Artist 
Imperial War Museum,  
London SE1 6HZ. 
Until 30 May 2016. 
Free entry. 
iwm.org.uk 

OUR FINANCIAL Times—part of an installation at the exhibition

THEATRE 
MARX IN SOHO—A PLAY BY 
HOWARD ZINN
Directed by Comrade Sergio 
Amigo. 
The Kings Arms, Salford, 
M3 6AN. 
7.30pm, Thursday 18 June. 
Tickets £9. 
For more information contact 
Bryan Sullivan on  
07702 579 278.

THIS IS part of a series of 
performances in north west 
England of late historian 
Howard Zinn’s play Marx in 
Soho.

In it the revolutionary Karl 
Marx returns to Dean Street 
in Soho, London, to face his 
sternest critics on  

God’s suggestion. 
Instead, God disposes 

Karl in Soho, New York, in 
the most advanced capitalist 
country in the world.

Danny Kelly portrays Marx’s 
dilemma with great empathy, 
as he has to go toe to toe with 
his fiercest detractors.

 This play ticks all the 
boxes right across the 
entertainment spectrum from 
amusing to mutinous.
Bryan Sullivan

Daniel Kelly plays Karl Marx

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 Blacklisted—the secret 
war between big  
business and union 
activists
Dave Smith and  
Phil Chamberlain 

2 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Karl Marx  
Mike Gonzalez

q  Black British Rebels—
figures from working 
class history
Hassan Mahamdallie  

4 NHS for Sale—Myths, 
Lies and Deception
Jacky Davis, John Lister and 
David Wrigley

5 Midnight in the Century
Victor Serge    

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

Peter Kennard
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I
N THE fal lout of 
the Tories’ general 
e lect ion  v ic tory, 
many commentators 
have declared that 
everyone is right wing 

now. 
It’s an argument that 

under l ies  the Labour 
Party leadership election 
campaign.

Labour figures are scrab-
bling to explain why the 
party failed to win the 
election.

Many have decided that 
their defeat stems from a 
failure to appeal to an “aspi-
rational” Tory-voting work-
ing class.

Leadership candidate Liz 
Kendall even declared that 
Labour lost because it had 
“decided that the British 
public had shifted to the left 
because we wished it to be 
so”.

The implication is that the 
working class has accepted 
Tory lies that scapegoat 
migrants or people who claim 
benefits.

But is it true that we’re all 
right wing now? And if not, 
why do some workers accept 
reactionary ideas?

Socialists argue that the 
working class is the decisive 
force to transform society.

It has the power to get rid 
of the bosses and win a society 
without oppression. 

Yet while many workers are 
angry about Tory austerity, the 
majority accept that capitalism 
is a natural set up and is here 
to stay. 

Some think that if only capi-
talism could be “made to work” 
then workers would get a fair 
wage and a decent home. 

Others accept the Tory 
mantra that individuals can 
work their way up the ladder 
through hard graft. 

They accept “common sense” 
arguments that Britain has to 
balance the books just like a 
household budget. 

Reactionary
Some workers also hold reac-
tionary ideas such as racism, 
sexism and homophobia. 

A minority of working class 
people has always voted Tory—
and many of these are now 
turning to Ukip.

And just because someone 
supports the Labour Party, it 
doesn’t mean that they don’t 
sometimes go along with the 
scapegoating of migrants and 
benefit claimants. 

Yet this doesn’t mean that 
workers simply accept right 
wing ideas. 

Popular support for the wel-
fare state remains high, for 
example, despite the fact it is 
constantly attacked. 

But many of its supporters 
can go along with the idea that 
some unemployed people are 
“benefit scroungers”.

There have been magnificent 
struggles against racism that 
push back the bigots. 

But Islamophobia and racism 
against migrant workers is on 
the rise. The majority of people 

agree that there should be some 
form of immigration controls 
and many argue that it’s neces-
sary to “curb” immigration.

Reactionary ideas like these 
have real material roots in the 
capitalism system we live in.

The revolutionary Karl Marx 
argued that these ideas are the 
expression of the “dominant 
material relationships” between 
capitalist and workers.

Capitalism is built on a 
lie. Bosses exploit workers to 
make profits by refusing to pay 

workers the full value of their 
labour power. But this process 
is hidden. Work is portrayed 
instead as a “fair” exchange of 
labour for a wage.

Workers are forced to sell 
their ability to work in order to 
make a living.

This pits workers against one 
another in competition. 

It can help reinforce reaction-
ary ideas that hard work pays 
off or that poverty is an indi-
vidual’s personal responsibility.  

It can reinforce the capitalist 

ideology that argues we are all 
atomised individuals competing 
in the marketplace.

We are encouraged to see 
capitalism as a “natural” phe-
nomenon that runs according 
to objective laws. 

The underlying message is 
that we can’t change anything. 
And again, this is reinforced by 
material reality. 

Workers are forced to work 
for someone else and don’t see 
the full rewards of what they’ve 
actually put in—much of that 
goes to the bosses. 

The ruling class will use reac-
tionary ideas such as racism 
and sexism to divide working 
class people. 

These ruling ideas are 
accepted as common sense 
because they flow from the dif-
ferent institutions within capi-
talist society.

Hegemony
Writing in the early 1920s, the 
Italian revolutionary Antonio 
Gramsci developed the idea 
of “hegemony” to explain why 
capitalist ideas maintained a 
hold on the working class. 

For Gramsci there was a 
distinction between “political 
society” and “civil society”. 

Political society is made 
up of the official political 
structures, while civil society 
includes institutions such as 

the family as well as political 
parties and trade unions. 

These can act as a transmis-
sion belt for ruling class ideas 
and bind workers to ruling class 
ideology.

These institutions pump out 
ruling class ideas which fill our 
heads from an early age.

But reformist organisations 
such as the Labour Party or 
trade unions can also play a 
role in reinforcing and extend-
ing those reactionary ideas.

There has been a sustained 
assault on the idea of the wel-
fare state from the Tories and 
the press.

F
ROM 1989 to 2014 
the number that 
wanted more to be 
spent on welfare 
for the poor fel l 
from 61 percent to  

30 percent.
The biggest drop off in 

support was during the New 
Labour years. 

When Labour s topped 
defending the unemployed 
from Tory attacks, it legiti-
mised the idea those without 
a job were responsible for their 
plight. 

The experience of trade 
unionism can also feed into the 
idea of relying on the officials 
and that only small improve-
ments can be won. 

Those beliefs can then 
become the accepted view, 
or what Gramsci called the 
“common sense” within society.

But workers’ ideas are not 
simply a reflection of the ideas 
put forward by the ruling class. 

If that were the case then 
there would never be any 
struggle. 

While capitalism makes us 

WHY DO PEOPLE 
BELIEVE   RIGHT 
WING IDEAS?
Leading Labour Party figures and political commentators 
claim that working class people have all become Tories. 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans argues the truth is more complex

We are 
encouraged to 
see capitalism 
as a natural 
phenomenon

‘‘ 
Antonio Gramsci

feel powerless, it also brings 
large numbers of workers 
together in the production 
process. 

This everyday experience of 
working collectively under cap-
italism and coming to blows 
with the bosses contradicts 
ruling class ideology. 

So workers have a “contra-
dictory consciousness”, both 
accepting and going against 
right wing ideas. 

That’s why workers can fight, 
even if they don’t accept social-
ist ideas or believe that it’s is 
possible to challenge capitalism. 

The experience of fighting 
back against the bosses is that 
small concessions can be won, 
while capitalism itself is here to 
stay.  

Many workers can also 
accept outright ruling class 
ideas, such as racism, but can 
still end up fighting against the 
bosses.

W
HEN work-
ers move into 
struggle the 
cont rad i c -
tions become 
more glaring. 

For instance, if the police 
attack a picket line, it chal-
lenges the idea that the state is 
neutral. 

If a judge gives someone 
who steals an ice cream during 
a riot a jail sentence, it raises 
questions about whose side the 
courts are on. 

This means that battles can 
be waged within the working 
class.

For instance, people who go 
along with scapegoating unem-
ployed workers can also be 
opposed to the bedroom tax. 

That’s because campaigners 
fought estate by estate, house 
by house to organise tenants 
against it.

This shows that where there 
is a struggle the reactionary 
ideas can be pushed back. 

While Ukip has pulled the 
debate on immigration to the 
right, there is still resistance 
agaimst racism among many 
workers. 

That’s partly because 
of the work of social-
ists in building the fight-
backs against racism and 
also the experience of 
black and white workers 
fighting together. 

Right wing ideas can 
be pushed back within 
the working class.

It takes socialists to chal-
lenge them, but it’s through 
struggle that the mass of 

workers can begin to shed what 
Marx called the “muck of ages”. 

When there is an upturn in 
workers’ struggle it can affect 
the whole mood within society. 

Workers’ confidence in their 
ability to take on the bosses 
rises. And when one group of 
workers fights, others believe 
they can too.

Fighting back together also 
means workers are less likely 
to go along with racist scape-
goating. But if the struggle 
doesn’t go forward, reactionary 
ideas can win out in the work-
ing class.

So it’s true that some work-
ers can at times be pulled by 
some right wing arguments.

But the answer isn’t to 
pander to them. It’s to build 
a struggle that challenges the 

bosses’ system and the poison-
ous ideas that come with it.

Tories say 
their benefit 
attacks protect 
“hardworking 
people” (top) but 
many working 
class people hate 
the bedroom tax, 
which targets 
claimants (above)

DAVID CAMERON at a Tory rally during the general election campaign—but did he win us all over?

READ MORE
lArguments for 
Revolution 
by Charlie Kimber and 
Joseph Choonara 
£3.00
lThe Point is to Change It 
by John Molyneux  
£7.00
lThe Revolutionary Ideas 
of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos 
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

We can forge a new left in 
the workplaces and streets

Raymie Kiernan  
argues there’s a big 
potential for a new 
united left. But it has 
to  focus on more than 
just the elections
THE QUESTION of what 
political force represents 
working class interests is a 
live debate in Scotland.

The tremors from the 
Scottish National Party’s 
(SNP) general election 
landslide in Scotland are still 
being felt.

Labour is not dead. But as 
one commentator put it, it’s in 
“intensive care”. 

As long as its leadership 
wonders why it was trounced 
in Scotland recovery is a long 
way off. 

Politics has changed at a 
rate of knots, particularly in 
the unions. The new situation 
provides big opportunities for 
the left. 

The fact that the SNP 
trade union group has more 
members than the entire 
Scottish Labour Party shows 
how the political landscape 
has been turned upside down.

Labour-affiliated union 
leaders know only too well 
that their members are at best 
lukewarm towards the party. 

Over half of Unite union 
members voted SNP  
on 7 May. 

The union is widely 
expected to change its rules at 
a conference in July allowing 
it, at least in Scotland, to fund 
parties other than Labour. 
The SNP looks on expectant. 

The potential for a united 
left alternative to grow has 
never been greater. 

The whole left must rise to 
the challenge to provide an 
alternative to Labour and  
the SNP.

Tens of thousands of 
working class people, if not 
more, share the desire to 
see a new left wing party to 
vote for in the 2016 Scottish 
parliament elections. 

The spirit of the Yes 
campaign still lingers.

But the left is too 
fragmented. If it fails to unite 
it will only boost the fortunes 
of the parties willing to 
implement cuts.

And it will help sow 
deeper disillusion about the 

possibilities for change.
There are many people 

on the left of politics in 
Scotland who affiliate 
with more than one left or 
socialist organisation or new 
group thrown up by the 
independence referendum.

No one group has a 
monopoly on left unity. 

The people who are newly 
or once again politically 
active don’t want to see 
left groups or individuals 
excluded from the process. 

Last weekend there were 

announcements from the 
Scottish Socialist Party, 
Solidarity and the Scottish 
Left Project. Each said we 
need to build unity to ensure 
as many socialists as possible 
are elected next year. 

What’s missing is a joint 
announcement. 

The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
has also called a one-day 
conference to discuss unity on 
the left next month. 

And it is good that it has 
invited all groups to attend.

The focus is on the Scottish 
parliamentary elections. But 
the project is far wider than 
that. Elections are important 
but are not the only way to 
build the influence of the left. 

After the re-election of the 
Tories, grassroots struggles 
against austerity and racism 
are crucial.

Scotland has not seen a 
resurgent interest in politics 
and street mobilisations 
because everybody suddenly 
loves elections. 

A social movement was 
born after working class 
people became inspired that 
collectively they could change 
society. Without tapping into 
that mood the SNP would not 
have won 56 MPs.

Channelling this energy 
into elections alone will not 
harness it to fight for real 
change in society. 

But pushing to forge a 
new left on the streets and 
in workplaces to build a 
movement that will hold the 
politicians to account can.
Scottish TUSC conference  
1-4.30pm, Sat 27 June 
Renfield St Stephen’s Church,  
260 Bath St, Glasgow G2 4HZ

Marching against Trident in April                  Picture: Duncan Brown

BACK STORY
Last year’s independence 
referendum has 
transformed the face of 
politics in Scotland 
lTens of thousands of 
working class people joined 
a grasroots movement to 
fight for independence 
lThe referendum was lost—
but support for the Labour 
Party plummeted after it 
lined up with the Tories to 
campaign for a No vote
lLabour lost all but one of 
its MPs in Scotland in the 
general election this month

The desire for a 
new left wing 
party is shared 
by tens of 
thousands 

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
SCOTLAND
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Brutal cops threaten supporters in court with tasers 
EGYPTIAN activists 
are calling for 

solidarity with socialists 
facing prison sentences. 

Revolutionary Socialists 
Mahienour el-Massry 
and Youssef Shaaban 
are in prison waiting 
for the verdict of their 
appeal against their 
two year sentences.  

Their supporters 
reported to Amnesty 
International that police 
threw everyone but the 
defendants and their 
lawyers out of the court 
during the appeal. 

They threatened people 
“with tasers and clubs”.

The verdict is set to 
be heard this Sunday.  

The case centres on 
a protest by lawyers 
and supporters at 
an Alexandria police 
station in March 2013. 

Police arrested 
Mahienour, Youssef and 
eight others, accusing 
them of trying to storm 
the police station. 

They were demanding 
an apology after cops 
assaulted another lawyer.

Supporters
Mahienour has already 
served four months of 
a six month sentence 
in a separate case 
last year. She was 
accused of breaking 
the regime’s draconian 

anti-protest law. 
She had been 

demonstrating in 
Alexandria during the 
retrial of police officers 
who killed political 
blogger Khaled Said 
under Hosni Mubarak’s 
dictatorship in 2010.

Revolutionary Socialist 
Wassim Wagdy explained 
to Socialist Worker 
how important it was 
to mobilise support. 

He said, “International 
solidarity makes 
a difference.

“Last time Mahienour 
was sentenced for two 
years, but she was let out 
after six months because 
of the strength of the 

solidarity campaign.”
Mahienour’s 

political commitment 
received international 
recognition when she 
won the prestigious 
Ludovic Trarieux 
award last year for her 
human rights work.

Explained
Campaigners also want 
to highlight the case of 
Mohamed Soltan, who 
has been sentenced to 
life imprisonment. 

He is the US-Egyptian 
son of a leading Muslim 
Brotherhood member 
whose death sentence 
was upheld last month. 

Mohamed’s health 

has deteriorated since 
being on hunger strike 
from January 2014.

His family persuaded 
him to move to a partial 
hunger strike this January. 

Mohamed’s sister 
Hanaa described her 
brother’s condition 
in a letter to Amnesty 
International. 

She said, “I’ve watched 
your body go from 
a plump basketball-
playing frame to one 
that has withered 
down to its bones.” 

Families of those 
imprisoned have issued 
a statement to help build 
a campaign to have 
them freed (see right).

BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

Back the solidarity campaign 
against regime’s crackdown
As Egypt’s military regime condemns more than 100 political opponents to death and it 
ramps up repression, we need an international response, reports Judith Orr 
THE MILITARY regime in Egypt is 
escalating repression against its 
political opponents.  

It has condemned more than 100 
to death by hanging in the last two 
weeks. 

Those condemned include Egypt’s 
former Muslim Brotherhood presi-
dent Mohamed Mursi and Emad 
Shahin, professor of public policy at 
the American University in Cairo. 

The day after Mursi’s sentence, six 
men were executed after being con-
victed of attacking soldiers. 

This was despite the fact that at 
least two of them were actually in 
prison when the crime they were 
accused of was committed. 

The Egypt Solidarity campaign has 
launched an international statement 
condemning the sentences. 

It also points to over 1,000 death 
sentences already issued and hun-
dreds of political prisoners waiting 
on death row. 

Hearings
Some of their court hearings have 
lasted only minutes. 

And the regime often denies those 
arrested proper legal representation 
or even the opportunity answer the 
allegations. 

The statement points out that 
among those sentenced to death are 
also “two people who are already 
dead and one who has been in jail 
for the past 19 years.”

The statement calls for the “imme-
diate halt to executions and for all 
death sentences passed since July 
2013 to be set aside”. 

It also calls on governments to 

“cease all forms of security and mil-
itary co-operation with Egypt and 
to impose an immediate ban on  
arms sales.”

Signatories so far include UCU lec-
turer’s union president Liz Lawrence, 
Bfawu bakers’ union president Ian 
Hodson, John McDonnell MP, and 
Stathis Kouvelakis, a leading member 
of the Greek radical left Syriza party.  

This is just weeks after Greece’s 
Syriza prime minister Alexis Tsipras 
met Egyptian president Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi to discuss fighting “terrorism”. 

World leaders and politicians 
should shun el-Sisi and the military 
regime instead of courting it. 

The West and its Gulf State allies 
are backing el-Sisi’s counter-revolu-
tion with billions of dollars in aid and 

military equipment. 
Britain has approved arms sales of 

at least £2.7 million to Egypt, while 
the regime intensifies its repression of 
all political opponents. 
Egypt Solidarity is asking MPs, 
trade unionists, academics and 
activists to sign and circulate the 
statement egyptsolidarityinitiative.org/
deathsentences

What you 
can do to 
help 
lSend an online 
postcard to call on Tory 
foreign secretary Philip 
Hammond to stop British 
arms sales. Read more at 
egyptsolidarityinitiative.
org/2015/05/21/postcard-
campaign-against-arm-
sales-kicks-off-at-pcs-
union-conference

lJoin Egypt Solidarity’s 
social media Thunderclap. 
Sign up before  

30 May, the day before 
Mahienour and Youssef 
hear their verdict 
it/projects/26720-
freemahienour  
Twitter hashtag 
#FreeMahienour

lSend protest emails 
to Egyptian authorities. 
Addresses from 
egyptsolidarityinitiative.
org/mahienour

lFind Egyptian activists 
and relatives of political 
prisoners who are calling 
for international solidarity 
actions on 20-21 June at 
egyptsolidarityinitiative.
org/prisonersolidarity

lIn Britain Egypt 
Solidarity activists will 
leafleting the People’s 
Assembly demonstration 
on 20 June 

lIf you can organise a 
meeting or protest, or 
leaflet a demonstration 
email campaign@
egyptsolidarityinitiative.net

A SOLIDARITY rally with the Arab Spring in Trafalgar Square, central London, in 2012 Picture: Guy Smallman

Mahienour el-Massry
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Festival says no to racism 
MORE THAN 5,000 people 
attended the Unity Festival in 
Newcastle last Saturday.

Artists including Ms 
Dynamite, Natty, Akala and 
Punjabi MC played to a 
packed Leazes Park.  

 Daniel Kebede was the 
festival’s main organiser. He 
told Socialist Worker, “It was 
an amazing day. 

“People from all walks of 
life came to join and stand 
against racism.

“The Tories are going to 
ramp up racism. They’re 
planning to scapegoat 
migrants and demonise 
Muslims so that they can 
push through vicious cuts.”

The festival was funded by 
trade unions, charities and 
individual donations. 

It was backed by Love 
Music Hate Racism and 
the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign, among others.
Sarah Bates

ANTI-RACISM

THOUSANDS JOIN anti-racist festival in Newcastle     Picture: Daniel KebeDe

Porters pile pressure 
on bosses and SNP
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

STRIKING DUNDEE NHS 
porters have called a protest 
at the Scottish parliament 
on Thursday of this week 
to demand the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) 
supports their pay dispute.

The Unite union members 
have been on all-out strike 
now for eight weeks. 

NHS Tayside bosses have 
refused to budge and grade the 
porters the same as the vast 
majority working in the NHS in 
Scotland. 

SNP health minister and 
Dundee MSP Shona Robison 
had said nothing about the 
dispute until she finally met 
porters’ reps on Monday of  
this week.

Pressure is clearly building 

on hospital bosses after 
pictures from inside the 
hospital revealed overflowing 
bins full of clinical waste. 

And last week a circular to 
nurses revealed bosses have 
asked them to scab on the 
strike by dealing with clean 
and used linen.

A striking porter told 

Socialist Worker, “Lots of 
nurses have refused point 
blank to do it.”
lShow support for the porters 
and join their lobby of the 
Scottish parliament Thursday 
28 May, from 10.30am.  
See Support Ninewells Porters 
on Facebook to send messages 
of solidarity

PORTERS

ENGINEERS

Walkout planned over spying devices
AROUND 300 engineering 
service workers were set to 
strike for two weeks from 
Wednesday of this week. 

They are employed by lift 
firm Kone and service lifts 
and doors at sites including 
Gatwick and Heathrow 
airports.

The Unite union members 
are angry about tracking 

devices in their vehicles that 
monitor their workload—
unreliably, according to the 
union. 

It cites the example of a 
driver recorded as having 
driven 1,000 miles in one 
day without refuelling.

Unite wants the system 
to be used for safety rather 
than a “spy in the cab” to 

check timesheets. 
Service drivers struck last 

Saturday and walked out at 
Gatwick and Heathrow on 
Tuesday of this week. 

The main Kone sites 
are at Chertsey in Surrey, 
Gateshead, Glasgow, 
Keighley in Yorkshire  
and Warrington.
Dave Sewell

HOSPITALITY WORKERS

Waiter protests confront greedy firms
WAITERS AND their 
supporters protested outside 
a Pizza Express and the 
Marriott hotel in central 
London on Thursday of last 
week.

They were called by the 
Unite union’s hotel workers 
branch.

The workers targeted 
Pizza Express over  
the 8 percent fee that bosses 
grab from workers’ tips. 

Unite estimates Pizza 
Express makes more than  
£1 million by doing this.

And protesters dressed 
as bosses staged a protest 
outside the Marriott Hotel 
opposite Hyde Park to expose 
its use of zero hours and 
flexible contracts.

One of the protesters, 
Deniz, was sacked from her 
job as a waiter at the hotel 
after complaining to bosses 

of an assault by another 
member of staff.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“It was easier to sack me 
because I was on a flexible 
contract. 

“All my friends supported 
me. 

“Two of them put on 
Facebook that they sacked 
me, so they sacked one of 
them too”.
Nick Clark

TRANSPORT

Rail strikes can win more
THE RMT and TSSA unions 
suspended industrial action 
set for Monday and Tuesday 
of this week at Network Rail 
after bosses made a new 
offer. 

Up to 25,000 workers 
were set to join the action 
that could have stopped  
90 percent of trains running.

Bosses offered a 
consolidated 1 percent 
pay increase for this year, 
backdated to 1 January with 
a guaranteed minimum 
increase of £250, and  
1.4 percent for next year. This 
followed four days of talks.

The strike was called after 
workers rejected an initial 
offer of a zero rise for this 
year then rate of inflation 
increases for three years of a 
four-year deal. 

A second offer was also 
rejected which pledged 
inflation at the RPI rate with 

a £500 lump sum for this 
year.

There wouldn’t have been 
an improved offer without 
the threat of a strike. But 
many workers may question 
if it is worth calling off the 
action for the new deal. 

No offer on pay has been 
made for 2017 and 2018. 

And Network Rail is 
still only guaranteeing no 
compulsory redundancies 
until December next year. 

Bosses intend to cut jobs 
in the future. A national 
strike could have won better 
commitments on jobs. 

Union reps were set to 
meet on Thursday of this 
week to consult on the offer.

Network Rail workers can 
win more by delivering solid 
action. 

The offer barely keeps 
their pay ahead of official 
figures for the cost of living.

IN BRIEF 

Journalists balloted 
over attacks on jobs 
JOURNALISTS AND other 
workers at local newspapers 
in York and south London are 
balloting for industrial action.

Newsquest bosses want to 
push through restructuring 
that would mean job cuts and 
relocation for some workers.

Union threatens 
hospital walkout
THE GMB union has 
announced it intends begin a 
strike ballot of its members 
in Brighton and Sussex NHS 
Trust for the Living Wage.

The workers are employed 
by outsourcing giant Sodexo 
as cleaners, porters and 
caterers.

Factory occupation 
after pay stopped
SOME 100 bedding factory 
workers occupied the Kozee 
Sleep Bed Limited factory in 
Ravensthorpe, West Yorkshire, 
on Friday of last week.

The workers took action 
after not being paid for a 
week since administrators 
were brought in by 
accountancy firm KPMG. 

Some 180 also face 
redundancy.

Toxic cuts threaten 
decommissioning
UP TO 1,600 workers 
decommissioning Magnox 
nuclear plants could be laid 
off by September. 

The Unite union has 
pledged to campaign for no 
compulsory redundancies.

The reactors were a 
costly and dangerous way of 
generating electricity—and 
plutonium fuel for nuclear 
weapons. 

Decommissioning them 
will take years—and the cuts 
could set it back even longer. 
lSOME 172 direct employees 
and 200 contract workers 
could be made redundant by 
plans to close Ferrybridge 
coal station in West Yorkshire.

24-hour strike 
called over pay
PROBATION STAFF in 
England and Wales are set to 
strike for 24 hours on 11 June 
in a dispute over pay. The 
Unison union members have 
not been offered a decent pay 
deal in the last four years.

Steel workers begin 
a vote for action   
THE UNITE union began 
balloting its 6,000 members 
at Tata Steel for strikes 
and industrial action over 
pensions on Tuesday of this 
week. 

The largest union at Tata, 
Community, as well as GMB 
and Ucatt, have already 
begun their ballots. 

These were set to close on 
Friday of this week.

Bosses want to close the 
pension scheme and force 
workers to work until they are 
65 to get a full pension.

LONDON UNDERGROUND

New dispute signalled
TUBE WORKERS’ unions have 
declared an official dispute 
with London Underground.

Bosses are imposing new 
rosters on staff in the run-up to 
the start of all three night Tube 
lines in September. 

This would mean drivers 
will have to work an unlimited 
number of weekend and night 
shifts for no extra pay.

For other staff it will lock 
them into a regime of unsocial 

hours and worse conditions.
Workers are also angry 

about a derisory pay deal from 
bosses, which they insist be 
linked to negotiations over 
night Tube operation.

Both the Aslef and RMT 
unions have confirmed they 
are preparing to ballot their 
members for strikes. 

The TSSA union was yet to 
announce a ballot as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

FERRY WORKERS

Ballot over takeover threat
WORKERS AT the Scottish 
state-owned ferry operator 
CalMac began balloting 
for industrial action on 
Wednesday of last week.

They are fighting threats 
to jobs, pensions and 
working conditions.

The RMT union members 
have received no assurances 
on jobs or conditions from 
bosses ahead of a possible 
takeover by a private 
operator. 

They are also being asked 
to pay more, work longer 
and get lower pensions.

The Scottish National 
Party (SNP) government 
is tendering for bids to run 
ferry services from October 
next year. 

Workers fear a £1 billion 
contract could be handed to 
outsourcing giant Serco. 

It won the NorthLink ferry 
contract in 2012. This was 
despite NorthLink submitting 
a cheaper bid.

The SNP’s response to its 
handling of the NorthLink 
contract has been to 
withhold information and cite 
“commercial confidentiality”.

Strikers and supporters on the picket line
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Striking for jobs and 
to defend education
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS AT London 
Metropolitan University 
struck on Thursday of last 
week against plans to axe 
165 jobs. 

The striking UCU union 
members are defending 
education.

Law teacher Seidu told 
Socialist Worker, “Bosses 
want a university that’s all 
about efficiency and pres-
tige. But we want a university 
that’s about education and 
students.”

Striker Rob said, “We have 
the highest number of Black 
and Minority Ethnic (BME) 
students of any university in 
the country.

“London Met stands for 
widening participation—and 
the Tories have no time for 
that.”

Resources
Another striker, Christina, 
added, “A lot of our students 
come from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

“They need a lot of time 
and resources.  Cutting  
165 jobs won’t give them 
more time.”

Students and Unison union 
members joined pickets. 

Student Katherine said, 
“We’ve got to show manage-
ment we will take them on.”

Unison union members 

at the university last week 
voted by 78 percent to strike 
to defend jobs and by 86 per-
cent to back action short of 
a strike. 

T h e  t u r n o u t  w a s  
36 percent.

Max Watson is secretary of 
Unison at London Met. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“The cuts will hit IT, the 
international office and 
recruitment. This threatens 
the entire existence of the 
university.”

The vice chancellor has 
said bosses should focus on 
“managing out” workers who 
are “actively disengaged”. 
Some strikers wore badges 
declaring “actively disen-
gaged” in response. 

UCU general secretary 
Sally Hunt and UCU presi-
dent Liz Lawrence visited 
pickets. 

Liz Lawrence told Socialist 
Worker, “This is about 
defending access to educa-
tion and widening access.

“The UCU wants no cuts 
and we can win.”

UCU members overwhelm-
ingly supported escalating 
strikes at a recent branch 
meeting. 

As striker David put it, “We 
need to keep the pressure on.

“We hope to strike with 
Unison members. 

“And if we could coor-
dinate strikes with other 
colleges that would be great.”
lGo to #HandsOffLondonMet 
Strike Action day on Facebook

ACADEMIES

EDUCATION

Lewisham schools victory 
ahead of latest walkout
WORKERS AT three 
schools in Lewisham, south 
east London, were set to 
begin a two-day strike on 
Wednesday of next week. 

The NUT and NASUWT 
union members are fighting 
plans to impose academy 
conversion on schools in the 
south east London borough.

The action follows 
a victory that saw the 
Department for Education 
(DfE) withdraw one of the 
threatened conversions.

Chair of governors 
Christopher Barrow wrote 
to parents and carers last 
week. He said the DfE 
had advised governors 
that it would “rescind the 
Academy Order in respect 
of Prendergast School”. 

Academy Orders for 

Prendergast Ladywell 
School and Prendergast 
Vale School are not 
affected.

The letter said that 
the DfE had received a 
challenge to its plan. 

“They have carefully 
examined the challenge 
and have determined 
their issuing of the order 
was likely to be found 
not compliant with the 
regulations in respect of 
Academy Orders,” it said.

Governors are set to 
make a final decision on the 
remaining conversion plans 
on 17 June.
lSend messages of support 
to nut@lewisham.gov.uk and 
Kathy.duggan@exec.nasuwt.
org.uk Visit Stop Academies 
in Lewisham on Facebook

UCU CONFERENCE

Lecturers’ union rallies troops for battle
THE GROWING mood 
to resist the new Tory 
government infected the 
University and College Union 
(UCU) national conference 
in Glasgow last weekend.

Calls for strikes, protests and 
for a conference on working 
class political representation all 
passed.

Time and again delegates 
backed resistance to racism, 
Islamophobia and the 
scapegoating of migrants.

Both the further and higher 
education sectors signalled 
their intention to demand 
better pay rises with votes 
instructing the UCU leadership 
to organise national strike 
ballots.

The Tories are preparing to 
attack every trade unionist by 
further restricting the right to 
strike in Britain. 

UCU delegates called for full 
scale resistance to that, up to 
and including a general strike.

A national demonstration in 

defence of post-16 education 
and to coordinate industrial 
action against funding cuts 
with other education unions 
got overwhelming support.

Delegates also strongly 
backed motions to boycott 
the racist Prevent agenda and 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement.

Left arguments won debates 
throughout. Over 100 attended 
the UCU Left fringe meeting 
discussing solidarity with 

strikes, Palestine and migrants. 
A Socialist Workers Party 
fringe attracted 50 delegates.

This is just a snapshot of 
the mood inside a union that 
played a significant role in 
helping kickstart industrial 
struggle against the Tories in 
2011. It shows the potential for 
other union conferences this 
summer and igniting resistance 
to five more years of Tory rule.
Raymie Kiernan
lExtended report online 
socialistworker.co.uk

LONDON MET strikers on the picket line on Thursday of last week Picture: Guy Smallman

ROYAL PARKS

ROYAL PARKS workers in 
central London struck on 
Tuesday of this week against 
bosses’ plans to change 
the way they are paid. 

Workers also demand 
the Living Wage.

The GMB union 
members are employed by 
outsourcing giant OCS.

It won a seven-year 
contract last August after 
the service was privatised.

Bosses are trying to 
withhold two weeks’ pay that 
workers have already earned.

It is part a move 
from weekly to monthly 
pay packets. 

The workers maintain 
Hyde Park, Kensington 
Gardens, St James’s 
Park, Green Park, 
Grosvenor Square and 
Brompton Cemetery. 

They also maintain 
Downing Street gardens 
and held a protest outside. 

The walkout took 
place one day before 
the queen’s official 
opening of parliament.

DUNDEE

 Redundancies off the table?
A MAJOR victory against 
compulsory redundancies 
could be on the cards this 
week for UCU union members 
at Dundee University. 

Management had 
threatened to sack 17 staff 
in the College of Arts & 
Social Sciences and 15 in 
the School of Medicine when 
voluntary severance failed 
to gain sufficient job losses. 

Workers have struck for 
two days and timed a third 
strike to stop exam boards 
awarding degrees on Tuesday 
of next week. They have also 
boycotted the process of 
applying for their own jobs.

At talks last week 
compulsory redundancy 
was withdrawn and an 
extension to September to 
achieve savings was agreed. 

New jobs will be created 
after some workers refused 
voluntary severance.

Union members’ anger 
and their repeated demands 
for more action have 
shown management their 
cuts will be resisted. 

Lively union meetings, 
large pickets and demands 
for further action have 
all boosted workers’ 
confidence. We know where 
we fight we can push back 
cuts and job losses.

Workers were waiting 
for senior management to 
confirm the agreements at 
last week’s talks as Socialist 
Worker went to press. They 
were preparing to strike 
on Tuesday should bosses 
renege on the deal.
Carlo Morelli

SALFORD

 Out against victimisations 
UCU UNION members at 
Salford University began a 
four-day strike on Tuesday 
of this week against 
victimisations.

They are defending two 
union members who were 
sacked last December and 
refused the right of appeal.

The union believes they 
were sacked because of their 
union roles.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “It looks like they’re 
trying to get rid of all the 
union officers.

“A harm to one is a harm 
to all.”

Another added, “We have 
to break the silence about 
what’s happening to workers.

“There’s no party to do 
this so we have to protect 
workers.

“Stress levels are through 
the roof. People refer to 
our UCU office as witness 
protection.”

The experience of the 
dispute has changed people.

As one picket put it, “A 
couple of years ago I wasn’t 
very political.

“But this is about people 
we know, and it’s painful to 
see how they are treated.”

Strikers added that this 
is an issue for workers 
everywhere.

“We need a national 
demonstration against 
victimisation,” said one 
striker.

“This is a local dispute of 
national importance. Strikes 
can push it forward.”
lSend messages of support to 
b.g.maguire@salford.ac.uk

UCU delegates show solidarity with Salford University (see above)
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  BOSSES PANIC  
  OVER STRIKES
An all-out walkout by homelessness workers in Glasgow has entered its ninth 
week—and has got council leaders running scared, reports Raymie Kiernan 
THE TIDE may be turning 
in a battle being waged 
by Glasgow homelessness 
caseworkers against the 
Labour-run council.

The Unison union mem-
bers are on all-out strike 
demanding the same wage 
as colleagues with similar 
responsibilities who receive 
up to £5,000 a year more. 

They began their ninth 
week of an indefinite strike 
on Tuesday of this week.

During “sharp exchanges” 
at talks last week the union 
threatened bosses with action 
over strike breaking activities. 

Unison demanded the end 
of the use of support workers 
from charities and voluntary 
organisations to do strikers’ 
work.

It said, “It is ironic that a 
Labour council is fast-track-
ing the new anti-trade union 
laws being proposed by the 
new Tory government.”

A council spokesman 
tried to deflect criticism and 
claimed the meeting was 
“largely dominated by politi-
cal agendas”.

A source told Socialist 
Worker that two Labour 
councillors present were 
told union funding to Labour 
could be cut off if the dispute 
wasn’t settled.

It transformed the mood of 
the meeting. 

Flipped
Bosses flipped from vaguely 
talking about coming back 
with ideas before the summer 
recess to promising an offer 
in writing. 

Strikers expected a meet-
ing to take place on Thursday 
or Friday of this week. 

Unison steward and striker 
Stuart told Socialist Worker 
they were very clear on what 
they expect. “They must 
come back with an offer to 
resolve this dispute,” he said. 

“The council have to rec-
ognise the homeless service is 
chronically under-resourced. 

“They must recognise the 
work we all do. If they don’t, 

we’ll crank it up even more.
“There’s no chance we are 

going to be divided by them 
offering to regrade some but 
not others.”

Pressure is building on 
Labour and the council 
bosses. They had claimed the 
strike has had no impact on 
the service workers provide.

Yet one Labour councillor 
told a Glasgow newspaper 
last week that the council 
“is finding it very difficult to 
fulfil its legal and statutory 
duties”.

He added, “I’ve been 
burned with trying to hold 
the council line at times, but 
not anymore.” It’s a revealing 

insight into the extent of 
Labour’s crisis in Scotland.

Glasgow North  East 
Scottish National Party (SNP) 
MP Anne McLaughlin has 
pledged her support. 

She was the first to 
respond to letters that strik-
ers sent out after the election.

Strikers held mass pickets 

during a day of solidarity 
action last week. They were 
joined by Unison union stew-
ards, social work colleagues 
and supporters.

One striker described feel-
ing “absolutely humbled” at 
the level of support. Pickets 
were boosted to up to three 
times their normal size.

A delegation was invited 
to South Yorkshire to meet 
trade unionists, do bucket 
collections, give talks and 
pick up cheques.

Solidarity
A highlight was meeting 
Doncaster Care UK strikers 
(pictured). 

They were keen to recip-
rocate the solidarity they 
received during their 90-day 
dispute last year.

Str ikers  returned to 
Glasgow with over £500 and 
pledges of much more.

This week strikers left 
their normal picket lines 
to descend on the council’s 
headquarters. 

They want to keep up the 
pressure and remain visible.

Unison holds its national 
conference in Glasgow in 
just a few weeks. It provides a 
massive opportunity to build 
more solidarity. 

The dispute once more 
calls into question why the 
union is handing millions to 
a party that attacks workers.

Austerity has decimated 
the caseworkers’ service. 
Over 20 percent of jobs have 
gone and workloads, as in 
other services, have gone 
through the roof. 

This will only get worse if 
there is no resistance to the 
coming Tory-led onslaught. 

A victory in Glasgow will 
boost every worker fighting 
cuts.
Send messages of solidarity 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison.
co.uk Donate to the strike fund: 
Unity Bank, Sort code 08-60-
01, Account number 20275792, 
Account name “Industrial 
Action—Income” Cheques to 
Glasgow City Unison,  
84 Bell St, Glasgow G1 1LQ

 IN BRIEF

GLASGOW homelessness 
strikers (above) have won 
widespread support and 
solidarity, including from 
Unison union members 
at Care UK in Doncaster 
(left)  Main Picture: nora adeyeMo

Solid action 
in Barking
REFUSE lorry drivers 
in Barking and 
Dagenham, east 
London, completed 
a 13-day strike on 
Monday of this week.

The GMB union 
members are fighting 
bosses’ attempts to 
slash their pay by 
£1,000 a year. 

Workers have also 
raised safety concerns 
about bosses’ plans 
to halve the time they 
have to check vehicles.

Bosses tried to use 
Unison and Unite union 
members to break the 
strike, but they refused 
to cross the picket line. 

They tried to bring in 
agencies but the GMB 
made them pull out.

Workers were set to 
strike again from this 
Saturday until 7 June. 

Every trade unionist 
needs to back them.

Barnet says 
no sell offs
BARNET Council 
workers in north 
London were set to 
strike for 48 hours 
from Monday of 
next week against 
privatisation of services.

Outsourced workers 
often end up out 
of work as jobs are 
moved elsewhere.

Workers held a solid 
two-day strike at the 
beginning of this month.

Unison union branch 
chair Helen Davies 
spoke to Socialist 
Worker in a personal 
capacity. She said, “We 
urge people to support 
our picket lines and 
join our strike rally.”
Send solidarity messages 
to contactus@barnetunison.
org.uk. Donate to Barnet 
Unison Industrial Action 
Fund, Building 4, North 
London Business Park, 
Oakleigh Road South, 
London N11 1NP

nTHE UNITE union 
has called a march 
against Tory-run 
Bromley Council’s 
outsourcing of services 
in south London. 

It follows a three-
week wave of strikes.
March to save our services. 
Saturday 13 June, assemble 
12 noon, Norman Park, 
Bromley Common, BR2 9EF

mailto:enquiries@glasgowcityunison.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@glasgowcityunison.co.uk
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