
The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 

 LET’S MAKE  
 THE TORIES  
EXTINCT

thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

MARCH SAT 20 JUNE  
CENTRAL LONDON 
& GLASGOW  
(co-organised by STUC)

ANOTHER £3 BILLION IN CUTS 
WELCOME TO...

A SNARLING pack of Tories 
is on the rampage. These 
monsters want to stomp on 
workers and devour public 
services. It’s time they were 
wiped out.

For more on the cuts >>page 3 

   FIGHTING FOR  
LIVES AT SEA

RULERS TAKE LIBERTIES 
WITH OUR HISTORY

Annette Mackin uncovers  
the struggle for safety on 
trawlers >>Pages 14&15

Ken Olende takes  issue with  
politicians’ spin on the  
Magna Carta >>Page 15

TORIES DECLARE PLAN TO 
EXTEND ACADEMIES SCAM
Sadie Robinson reports 
on the new threat to 
schools  >>Page 17
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LABOUR LEADERSHIP

Jeremy Corbyn on 
his vision for the 
Labour Party
NEWS THAT Jeremy Corbyn 
put his name forward in the 
Labour leadership election 
cheered trade unionists.

He told Socialist Worker 
that Labour lost the election 
because it said austerity 
would continue. 

But his battle to win 
nominations shows the 
Labour left’s weakness. 
>>Page 4

DETENTION

Hundreds join 
protest to close 
Yarl’s Wood
SECTIONS OF the outer 
fence of Yarl’s Wood 
immigration detention 
centre were torn down as 
some 700 people protested 
to demand its closure.

Protesters marched to a 
place where detainees could 
hear them and chanted. 

Protesters and detainees 
joined in cheers.
>>Page 20

VICTIMISATION

Rotherham demo 
stands up for rep 
Phil Turner
SOME 250 union members 
and supporters demonstrated 
in Rotherham last Saturday 
in support of victimised 
journalist Phil Turner. 

They condemned Phil’s 
employer, the Rotherham 
Advertiser, for “selecting” him 
for redundancy.
>>Page 6
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lTEN meetings. That is the 
number of meetings where 

the Ed Stone survived and was 
still considered a good idea.

The policy cenotaph former 
Labour Party leader Ed Miliband 
unveiled in the last week of 
the election campaign was 
was a particular low point. 

Ten meetings.

Of course MPs are worth an 
extra  £7,000 for cheap drink 
PEOPLE NEED decent 
wages. There are good 
reasons to bump up pay. 
Even on the bosses’ terms, 
valued staff need to be 
retained, and new employ-
ees recruited. 

Outstanding skills should 
be rewarded. 

But strangely none of that 
applies to MPs.

So a £7,000 pay rise then 
seems a little vulgar.  

Adam Afriyie, Tory MP for 
Windsor, staunchly defended 
the proposed pay rise, claim-
ing that without it parlia-
ment would be “stuffed full 
of career politicians” or those 
with “wealthy spouses, trust 
funds, inherited homes and 
unearned income”.

Or presumably people who 
make fortunes selling houses.

The Conservative MP 
has put his house on the 
market and is in line to make  

£9.5 million profit. He 
bought the six-storey, grade 
II Listed Georgian house in 
November 2005 for £7.25 
million. The home is now for 
sale for £16.75 million.

Afriyie, who is estimated 

to be “worth” upwards of  
£50 million, courted con-
troversy when he said in 
February that “you can’t 
expect an MP to scrab-
ble around on a salary of 
£67,000”. 

MPs pay is set to  be 
£86,000 by the time of the 
next election, despite a  
1 percent cap on pay rises for 
public sector workers in place 
until 2016.

Meanwhile prior to the 
rise, MPs splashed out 
£11,000 in just one week in 
parliament’s bars.

Some £4,300 was spent 
at the drinking holes on  
11 May alone as jubi-
lant Tories flocked back to 
Westminster.

MPs spent £1,538.05 on 
Sauvignon Blanc, £1,229.70 
on Grolsch, £1,036.45 on ale 
and £2.70 on Campari.

The spending spree came 
in the first week after the 
election, before the Commons 
returned to work.  

A £7 million subsidy 
helps provide cheap booze 
to the MPs in the House of 
Commons bars.

l WHO KNOWS how much crime is in 
Scotland? The Scottish National Party 

government has dropped issuing crime 
statistics as the figures are unreliable.  
      A Scottish government spokesperson 
said, “We are required to review how our 
resource can be most effectively used to 
meet the needs of our users.  
     “The current consultation forms part 
of that process.” 

Ukipper slams Ukip 
as ‘racist bastards’ 
NATASHA BOLTER was 
on her own admission, 
naive to get involved with 
Ukip. She was promoted 
by the party for a while. 

She said, “Looking 
back, I can see they saw 
me as someone they 
could show off. I was a 
mixed-race woman.”

At a meeting in front of 
100 activists virtually every 
question to her was 
about her colour.

She said, “I 
should have 
walked away 
there and then. 
I cried for two 
hours all the way 
home in his car 
because of  
those racist 
bastards.”

l FORMER Ukip 
candidate Matthew 

Smith’s political career is 
happily over after he was 
ordered to do 200 hours 
community service and 
pay £3,227 for submitting 
a false nomination paper 
for Norfolk County 
Council elections.

l IT’S THE biggest sale 
of the year over at 

Ukip’s online shop. Who 
could resist the silk ties 
with party branding—
knocked down from 

£20 to £12. Why 
not pick up a 
copy of 101 
Ways to Win an 
Election, reduced 
from £12 to 
just a fiver.

Who owns land on 
Jura? Who knows?
DAVID Cameron’s 
stepfather-in-law 
can’t decide whether 
he owns a massive 
country estate on the 
Scottish island of Jura.

The Astor family’s 
hereditary peerage 
still allows Samantha 
Cameron’s stepfather 
William Astor to sit in 
the House of Lords. 
They have their 
18,736-acre Tarbert 
Estate owned via a 
company registered 
in a Caribbean 
tax haven. 

Astor only lists 
a partnership in a 
tenant of the 
island.  
Astor 

wrote, “Are we estate 
owners now to be 
nationalised or made to 
feel so unwelcome that 
we have to sell up in 
a Mugabe-style 
land grab?”

lCAMERON WANTS to 
repurpose aid to be 

for strengthening borders 
rather than, you 
know, for aid. 
He noted that  
“the move may 

fall foul of the 
United Nations 

because it would 
involve redefining 

international aid”.
Quite.

Get in
touch with 
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Behave yourself, 
woman’
Scottish National Party’s  
Alex Salmond to Tory Anna 
Soubry in parliament last week

‘Good-natured 
exchange’
The SNP claims this wasn’t 
sexist

‘Your Royal 
Highness’s most 
humble and 
obedient servant’
Labour’s Andy Burnham sucks 
up to prince Charles

‘A modest down 
payment’
The Daily Mail on George 
Osborne’s announcement of a 
further £3 billion in cuts

‘Held in 
disturbingly low 
regard’
The Daily Mail bemoans the 
fact that people don’t rate the 
political class

‘There is no 
group more 
militant or 
vituperative than 
the miniscule 
but totalitarian 
‘trans’ lobby.’
Odious columnist Richard 
Littlejohn in the Daily Mail

‘Used to be 
famous’
Former Labour leader 
Ed Miliband discovers self 
awareness

What is always most 
exciting and inspiring 
about Marxism is the 
way it brings together  
together many  
different kinds of  
issues, from racism 
and sexism to war and 
political economy.”
Sinead Kennedy 
Abortion rights 
activist  
Ireland 

‘‘ 

marxismfestival.org.uk

Medal wearer 
gets a new 
medal
HIS ROYAL Highness 
Prince Henry Charles 
Albert David of Wales—
Prince Harry—is 
now officially Knight 
Commander of the Royal 
Victorian Order, and 
unofficially, Sir Harry.

Harry was knighted 
by his grandmother 
for his “services to the 
sovereign”. 

The Royal Victorian 
Order, the dyanstic order 
of knighthood for services 
to the crown, was made 
up by queen Victoria in 
1896.

Elsewhere some royal 
children had their picture 
taken. Like the rest of the 
media Troublemaker is 
protecting their privacy by 
not using the images.

FIGURE IT OUT

£200,000
the average price of a 
house in Britain  

136,000
The shortfall of new 
homes per year

100,000
The gap in housing supply 
in London a year

Stranded by 
Tube cuts 
DISABILITY campaigners 
condemned an “alarming” 
rise in the number of 
times lifts on London 
Underground have been 
out of action. The lifts 
were closed for 734 hours 
last year—up from 476 
hours in 2013.

Matthew Smith

A TORY MP’s bathroom



Osborne ups the stakes 
SLASHER TORY chancellor George 
Osborne unveiled £3 billion more 
cuts last week—on top of the 
£13 billion cuts already planned.

The cuts will hit public services 
including education, transport 
and local government. They will 
make it even harder for 
councils to deliver key 
services such as social 
care.

Together with 
the selloff of the 
government’s remaining 
shares in Royal Mail 
(see page 5) Osborne 
hopes to make a total of 
£4.5 billion in “savings”.

The cuts are three 
times higher than 

Osborne’s Office for Budget 
Responsibility predicted.

The Institute for Fiscal Studies 
said the Tories were “misleading” 
over the scale of the cuts in their 
manifesto.

It said the Tories would need to 
slash £33 billion a year 
to meet their promise to 
cut the deficit—not the 
£13 billion previously 
claimed.

Osborne’s budget on 
8 July could unveil even 
more. The Tories hope 
to drive through savage 
cuts fast.

They have raised the 
stakes. We need to do the 
same.

IN BRIEF
Suicide up in 
solitary cells
THE PRISONS and 
Probations Ombudsman for 
England and Wales issued 
a warning over suicides in 
solitary confinement.

New figures show 
eight prisoners in solitary 
confinement killed 
themselves last year—more 
than any year since 2004/05.

Email students 
suspended
ANGER IS growing after 
three Muslim students were 
suspended from Newham 
Sixth Form College (NewVic).

They sent an email to staff 
and students opposing the 
decision to cancel an event 
on the government’s Prevent 
strategy.

Top Cameron 
aide walks free
DAVID CAMERON’S former 
spin doctor Andy Coulson 
was found not guilty of 
perjury last week.

Evidence he gave in the 
trial of socialist Tommy 
Sheridan, claiming not 
to have hacked phones, 
was found not relevant to 
Sheridan’s conviction.

Hillsborough 
victim ‘moved’
INQUESTS INTO the 1989 
Hillsborough football disaster 
have heard that 18 year 
old victim Gary Jones was 
responsive after the crush.

Gary’s cousin Paul 
Brennan said, “His eyes were 
closed but there was eye 
movements.”

The inquests continue.
More at socialistworker.co.uk

Fightback begins against  
new Tory education cuts
by SADIE ROBINSON

TORY CHANCELLOR George 
Osborne announced savage new 
cuts to education spending last 
week. 

He slashed £450 million from the 
Department for Education’s non-
schools budget and £450 million 
from the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills.

The cuts were part of £3 billion 
extra “savings” Osborne unveiled. 
They are expected to fall heavily on 
further education—and snatch away 
the chance of millions of working 
class people to go to college.

The Tories’ new offensive is well 
underway—but the fightback is too.

UCU union members at some 13 
colleges across London are balloting 
for strikes and workers hope to walk 
out together later this month.

Students and lecturers at Hackney 
College were set to march on 
Thursday of next week against cuts. 
UCU members there have backed 
strikes by 90 percent.

Lecturers at Sheffield College 
were set to strike on Wednesday of 
this week against cuts. And the UCU 
plans a national lobby of parliament 
on Tuesday of next week.

Risk
UCU members at Lewisham and 
Southwark College struck on 
Thursday of last week. Bosses want 
cuts that put over 300 jobs at risk and 
would close an entire site of the col-
lege in Camberwell, south London.

Strikers on the picket line in 
Camberwell explained how cuts to 
further education hit the most vul-
nerable people the hardest.

“It’s the only college in this area,” 
Toyin Coker told Socialist Worker. “If 
it goes, there’s nothing. It will have a 
big impact.”

As with colleges elsewhere, work-
ers are battling bosses who see 

education in terms of profit.
“They’re just looking at the 

money,” said Toyin. “They are 
not accountable. They just 
come in, make cuts then 
move on.”

Mariette Clarkson added, 
“They are targeting a 
place where they 
think people have 
no voice. 

“There’s a big 
immigrant popula-
tion here and they 
want the chance 
to work. But if 
they can’t learn 
Eng l i sh  they 

won’t get the chance.”
Over 1,000 people are on waiting 
lists to study at the college.

Passers-by stopped to sign a 
petition against the cuts. Cars 

tooted in support. 
Bosses may have hoped 

agency staff, whose agency 
instructed them to work, 
would undermine the 
strike. 

But agency worker 
Faye refused to cross 
the picket line and 
joined it instead. 
“Vulnerable learners 
come here,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“They should keep the college here 
for them.”

Students furious at the cuts joined 
the picket line. One said, “We live 
round here. Where are we going to 
go if this closes? We can’t afford the 
bus fares to go anywhere else.

“They say we have to learn English 
to fill in forms and get citizenship. 
The cuts don’t make sense. If we 
learn the language we can go out to 
work and pay taxes. If we can’t, we’re 
stuck on benefits at home.”

Slasher Osborne

COLLEGE WORKERS on the picket line in Lewisham, south east London Picture:  Andrew Smith

Striker Mariette Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

On other pages...
For more on attacks and resistance 
in education >>Pages 17 & 19

NEWS 3

With a new Tory 
government preparing 
their latest class 
assaults, the radical-
progressive left urgently 
needs every opportunity 
for dialogue and 
sharing—and Marxism 
2015 will provide that in 
abundance.”
Dr Richard House, 
education campaigner 

‘‘ 

marxismfestival.org.uk
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 Trade unionists say to Labour,  
 ‘Stop copying Tory austerity’
 by JUDITH ORR

THE NEWS that left Labour MP 
Jeremy Corbyn had put his name 
forward in the Labour leader-
ship election cheered many trade 
unionists and socialists.

Blairites from the Labour right 
have dominated the debate about 
the way forward after the party’s 
defeat in May’s general election.

Liz Kendall refused to denounce 
the Tories’ latest cuts package. 
Yvette Cooper accused her of “swal-
lowing the Tory manifesto”.

Yet she backs a benefit cap and 
thinks people on benefits should be 
forced into compulsory jobs.

Interim Labour leader Harriet 
Harman even said many Labour 
voters are “relieved” that Labour is 
not in government. 

Such views offer nothing to 
workers looking to Labour to take 
on the Tories. 

Jim Carlin, a Bfawu union 
member from Glasgow, told 
Socialist Worker that Labour should 
be “more supportive of trade unions 
and vote for left wing candidates”.

He added, “There needs to be 
debate in the unions about the 
future of the Labour Party because 
the Blairites keep coming to the 
fore.”

Jeremy Corbyn told Socialist 
Worker that Labour lost the general 
election because its “fundamental 
economic message was that auster-
ity in a lighter form would carry on” 
(see right).

Nominations
However Corbyn had won 11 nom-
inations, as Socialist Worker went 
to press far below the minimum 35 
needed by 15 June to in order to 
stand.

It’s a sign of the weakness of the 
Labour left that getting on the ballot 
rests on securing “excess” nomina-
tions from other candidates.

Some in Labour want a gen-
uine debate. Others would like 
to see Corbyn included because 
they believe it would make Andy 

Burnham seem a more credible 
alternative to the Blairites.

Burnham is the favoured can-
didate of the big unions—despite 
Corbyn’s record of fighting cuts and 
supporting workers’ rights.

New rules mean members of 
trade unions affiliated to Labour 
must opt in to have the right to vote. 

Burnham seeks to distance him-
self from the right. But he doesn’t 
want the label of being the candi-
date of the left or the unions. 

He has publicly shunned trade 
union financial support.

GMB union member Scott 
Robertson from Rochdale was a del-
egate at GMB conference this week 
(see page 19). 

He told Socialist Worker, “You 
listen to Andy Burnham—he is not 
left wing. Most people in this room 
would vote for Jeremy Corbyn. But 
would the Labour Party support 
him? Probably not.” 

Like many workers, Scott was 
frustrated with talk of Labour being 
too left wing.

“Labour needs to put clear water 
between it and the Tories,” he said. 
“It needs to say, ‘This is where we 
stand and we’re not going to change 
our minds to get a few more votes’.”  

On other pages...
Rotherham marchers stand up for 
union rep Phil Turner >>Page 6

LABOUR LEADERSHIP candidates Andy Burnham, Yvette Cooper and Mary Creagh 

 ‘I aspire to decent homes and jobs’
JEREMY CORBYN spoke to 
Socialist Worker about his 
different vision for the Labour 
Party.

“I WANT there to be a debate in 
the Labour Party, mainly on the 
issue of austerity. 

“Austerity has worked against 
the poorest and cut the most 
vital public services.

“I want to say I’m an 
aspirational voter. 

“I aspire for everyone to 
have a decent, clean, dry and 
safe home to live in and young 
people getting a job. 

“I aspire to see young people 
not leaving university in debt. 
Those are my aspirations.

“I went to ten different 
constituencies during the 
campaign. The issue of Ukip is 
huge.

“At one level Ukip presents a 
completely racist message and 
tries to blame every conceivable 
problem on immigration. 

“In some cases they find a 
resonance on that. 

“They also tapped into a deep 
cynicism about politics.

“But Labour’s pledge included 
immigration controls. It was as 
if there aren’t any immigration 
controls now. 

“There have been immigration 
controls since 1905 in Britain. 
They are now tougher than ever. 

“I know this from my 
constituency caseload when 

people come with the difficulties 
they have with things like family 
reunions. 

“I had some discussions with 
voters in Thanet on this subject 
and I asked, ‘By the way what is 
the name of your doctor?’ 

“They then concede that there 
are large numbers of people 
who have migrated here and 
work very hard keeping our NHS 
going.

“They then become defensive 
saying, ‘it’s not about them it’s 
about the others’. 

“Well it’s always about the 
‘others’. Labour didn’t confront 
this strongly enough.

“Ten MPs nominated me 
straight away and I’ve had an 
enormous social media response 
and support from people as I 
walk around my constituency.

“Political debate on the left 
now is about how we deal with 
austerity. 

“It is about the 20 June 
demonstrations and how we try 
and move the unions and the 
Labour Party to the left.”

 ‘Let’s be there for workers’
LABOUR IN Scotland 
is also holding a 
leadership election. 

The Scottish 
National Party’s 
crushing victory led 
to former Labour 
leader Jim Murphy’s 
resignation.

Mary Finn is a 
GMB union branch 
secretary in Glasgow. 

She told Socialist 
Worker, “I was gutted 
when the general 

election results came 
in—but now we’ve got 
a new fight on our 
hands.” 

She said the 
answer was to 
“get back to the 
grassroots”. 

“We’ve got to 
be there for the 
workers, not for the 
government,” she 
said. “If we’re not for 
the workers, we won’t 
get anywhere.”Jim Murphy—a hasbeen

BACK STORY
Labour is looking for a new 
leader after losing the election
lLeft wing Labour MP Jeremy 
Corbyn declared his intention to 
stand for leader last week
lThe other contenders are Andy 
Burnham, Yvette Cooper, Mary 
Creagh and Liz Kendall
lSo far the race has seen the 
other contenders compete to be 
who can be more right wing
lCandidates need the backing of 
35 MPs to get on the ballot paper 
for September’s election

Jeremy Corbyn Picture: Guy Smallman
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WHAT WE THINK
NEWS 
 Latest Tory Royal Mail selloff  
 needs ‘clear union response’
THE government 
plans to sell its 
remaining shares in 
Royal Mail.

It currently holds 
a 30 percent stake 
in Royal Mail, worth 
£1.5 billion. The other 
70 percent was sold 
in 2013.

CWU union 
members opposed 
privatisation by 
96 percent in a ballot 
in June 2013. They 
backed a national 
strike by 78 percent 
four months later.

But union leaders 
backed off from 
strikes in favour of a 
deal.

This guaranteed 
a 9.06 percent pay 
rise over three years 
and promised that 
no worker would be 
employed on a zero 
hours contract. 

Workers accepted it 
by 95 percent. 

But the agreement 
also effectively 

meant a five-year 
no-strike deal. And it 
committed the union 
to helping bosses 
“improve efficiency”.

CWU general 
secretary Dave Ward 
said, “The CWU will 
oppose this final part 
of the selloff.  

“Any attempt to 
undermine the legally 
binding agreement 
that protects Royal 

Mail workers' terms 
and conditions will be 
defended if necessary 
through strike action”.

Chad is branch 
secretary at CWU 
South Central 
Postal in Oxford. 
He told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve got 
an agreement that’s 
under threat. The 
CWU definitely needs 
a clear response.”

ROYAL MAIL selloffs threaten workers’ conditions

 Pride board favours banks  
 as activists plan for protest
THE PRIDE in 
London (Pil) board 
has overturned a 
commitment to allow 
trade unionists to lead 
this month’s Pride in 
London parade.

The Pil board, 
whose chair advises 
David Cameron, gave 
the place to Barclays 
Bank and other 
corporate sponsors.

It moved the trade 
unionists from block 
A to block C. Lesbians 
and Gays Support the 

Miners (LGSM) had 
also been due to lead 
the parade. LGSM 
representatives have 
said they will now 
move to block C too.

Pride parades are 
rooted in the birth 
of the modern LGBT 
movement following 
riots in 1969. But they 
have increasingly 
become apolitical 
parties.

It would be a 
mistake to boycott 
Pride. Nicola Field, 

one of the founding 
members of LGSM, 
said, “We want 
as many of our 
supporters as possible 
to join block C.

“But we do need 
to discuss what sort 
of event we want in 
London next year.

“I want a return 
to a defiant political 
protest, and a big 
turnout in our section 
will be the best way 
to start organising to 
make that happen.”

 National strike at Tata Steel
THE FIRST national 
steel strike in  
30 years was called at 
Tata Steel as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

Workers in four 
unions were set to 
walk out on 22 June.

The action was 
announced after 
workers in the Unite 
union voted by  
70 percent to strike 
against a raid on 
their pensions. The 
other Tata unions—
Community, Ucatt and 
GMB—had already 
voted to strike.

Bosses’ plans 
would see workers 
forced to work until 
they are 65 or lose 
much of their pension. 

Many workers 
would die before 

or shortly after 
retirement due to the 
physically demanding 
work.

Union negotiators 
have already offered 
to accept £850 million 
of cuts to pensions, 
but bosses want to 
drive through their 
“work till you drop” 
scheme.

Unions say an 
overtime ban and a 
work-to-rule would 
begin “as soon as 
legally practical”, 
which could be early 
as next week.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TORIES’ CUTS GLEE  
MASKS INNER TENSIONS

 I
T’S SICKENING to watch the 
Tories revel in their post-
election rampage. The days 
of carefully trying to detoxify 
their image seem a long time 

ago as they gleefully push through 
ever more vicious attacks.

They plan to clamp down on 
our trade unions, tap into more 
of our phone calls and emails 
and tighten the restrictions on 
migrant workers.

A bonfire of regulations 
is planned to let bosses run 
roughshod over workers and 
the environment. And there 
is another raid on the benefits 
of people already pushed into 
absolute poverty.

On top of the 26 bills in the 
queen’s speech, they promise 
another £3 billion in cuts.

There can be no doubt about 
the threat we face from the class 
warriors in Whitehall—or the 
lack of any real opposition from 
Labour.

But behind their arrogance, the 
Tories know they have trouble 
ahead too. For David Cameron, 
the collapse of the Lib Dems and 
the shock Tory victory is a mixed 
blessing.

His mandate is weaker than 
in 2010, with fewer votes and a 

slimmer majority in parliament. 
Yet he has to push through 

a more extreme manifesto 
drawn up for coalition talks, not 
government.

Pledging £12 billion extra 
welfare cuts made a good, vicious 
soundbite. But even the axeman 
Iain Duncan Smith worries about 
whether he can deliver them.

The Tories need to be the party 
the bosses call on to govern in 
their interest.

But their popular support has 
shrivelled. And the influence of 
the people former leader John 
Major called “the bastards” and 
one of Cameron’s allies called 
“swivel-eyed loons” has grown. 

These right wingers’ priorities 

don’t always fit those of British 
capitalism—or the Tories trying to 
manage it. Cameron can no longer 
use the coalition to keep them in 
check.

His U-turn over scrapping the 
Human Rights Act was a glimpse 
of the tensions inside the party. 

The referendum over leaving 
the European Union (EU) could 
tear them apart.

Cameron this week had to 
pretend he always meant to let 
government ministers vote against 
the EU—after a day spent arguing 
the opposite. 

This humiliation—barely a 
month after the election—could 
just be the beginning.

The EU is crucial to bosses in 
Britain. Cameron can’t afford to 
be the prime minister that loses 
it for them. Yet to save it he will 
have to face down much of his 
own party.

The potential disaster for the 
Tories is just one of the reasons 
Socialist Worker calls for a vote 
against the bosses’ EU. 

It also means they’ll want to 
push through all the attacks they 
can before a referendum happens.

Resistance is desperately 
needed. It could hit our enemies 
harder than they let on.

POLICE, CAMERA, JUSTICE?
 THE VIDEO footage of a Texas 

police officer restraining 
and pulling a gun on black 

teenagers at a pool party has 
been seen by millions.

The shocking clip is the latest 
example of cops’ brutal treatment 
of black people in the US that has 
been caught on camera.

In April this year footage 
emerged of cop Michael Slager 
shooting Walter Scott in the 
back as he tried to run away. This 
week Slager was told he would be 
formally charged with murder.

If the video hadn’t come to 
light then the truth about Slager’s 
actions might never have been 
known. 

Ordinary people filming cops 
has left them with nowhere 
to hide. And the cases have 
prompted renewed calls for cops 
in the US and in Britain to wear 
body cameras.

Understandably campaigners 
want police to be held 
accountable. But police wearing 
cameras does not guarantee 
justice.

The death of Christopher 
Alder was filmed on CCTV. Yet 
17 years later no cops have been 
convicted of his murder.

And police wearing body 
cameras will increase surveillance 
of people on protests. 

The police do not get away 
with their brutality because 
there isn’t enough evidence—it’s 
because it is not in the state’s 
interest for them to be convicted.

The system needs the police 
to maintain order so it can 
function—we must resist it.

Cameron will 
have to face down 
much of his own 
party over an EU 
referendum

‘‘ 
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Greek showdown is 
no spectator sport
THERE ARE only three interesting questions about the 
interminable Greek crisis—which may finally be reaching 
a breaking point. The first is, will Greek prime minister 
Alexis Tsipras blink? 

Three infamous “institutions” are supervising Greece—the 
European Central Bank, the European Commission and the 
International Monetary Fund. 

In close consultation with Europe’s most powerful 
politician, German chancellor Angela Merkel, they delivered 
an ultimatum to Tsipras and his party Syriza last week. Only 
if their conditions are met would they release the money 
allowing Greece to continue repaying its creditors.

Two points are worth noting. First, the “institutions” are 
among Greece’s main creditors. So, absurdly, the argument 
is over them giving Greece money to give back to them.

Secondly, back in February the Eurogroup of eurozone 
finance ministers ruled out the obvious solution, to write 
off much of Greece’s foreign debt. This is what Syriza was 
elected to achieve.

Tsipras last week submitted his proposals. These were 
another attempt at “restructuring”—that is, shrinking the 
debt. The Financial Times newspaper leaked this document, 
commenting that “most of it is also politically unacceptable to 
eurozone lenders … [which] have proven singularly unwilling 
to countenance any debt relief—despite the fact the IMF has 
increasingly argued Greece’s debt is unsustainable without it.”

So what is the alternative offered by the “institutions”? 
More austerity and more neoliberalism.

They want VAT raised by one percent of national income, 
with the tax on most items at 23 percent. Pensions—already 
roughly halved—should be cut by another one percent of 
national income in the next two years.

Reforms
The IMF also demands that Syriza not undermine labour 
market “reforms” pushed through by preceding governments 
by raising the minimum wage and strengthening collective 
bargaining.

It’s tempting to dismiss these demands as irrational. 
Ashoka Mody, formerly of the IMF, told The Telegraph they 
were “shockingly bad economics…I am frankly shocked that 
we are having any discussion about raising VAT in these 
circumstances. We have just seen a premature rise in VAT 
knock the wind out of a country as strong as Japan.” 

This kind of criticism assumes that the dominant forces in 
the European Union (EU) care about the future of the Greek 
economy. This is an illusion.

Merkel, the Eurogroup, and the “institutions” want to 
humiliate, tame, and if necessary destroy Syriza, in order to 
crush opposition to neoliberalism in Europe.

Tsipras reacted by cancelling a planned meeting in Brussels, 
postponing a repayment to the IMF, and denouncing the 
proposals as “absurd”. He had strived to reach a compromise 
with the EU. But it is inviting him to commit political suicide 
by imposing more price rises and pension cuts on an economy 
already devastated by a 1930s-style depression.

A Greek cabinet minister told The Daily Telegraph, “In a 
strange way we are all breathing a sigh of relief. We were 
afraid of a bad deal that would split the party but this is so 
atrocious it makes life easier. None of us can accept it.”

If Tsipras stands firm then we will face a qualitatively new 
situation. The last time a left reformist government defied 
the forces of capital was Popular Unity under Salvador 
Allende in Chile, 1970-73.

This takes us to the second question. If Tsipras does blink, 
what will the left inside Syriza do?

Panagiotis Lafazanis, leader of the Left Platform and 
a senior government minister, has hinted at resigning if 
Tsipras makes an unacceptable compromise.

Will Lafazanis carry out this threat if necessary? For it 
to be effective, he and his allies would have not simply to 
break with the government but to unite with the left outside 
Syriza. In particular Antarsya, the Front of the Anti-Capitalist 
Left, has considerable weight among trade unionists, 
students, and anti-racists.

This leads us to the third, and most fundamental question. 
Will Greek workers fight a new bout of austerity? This isn’t a 
theoretical question for the left, inside or outside Syriza. It’s 
up to them to ensure the answer is a positive one.

Rotherham marchers stand 
up for journalists’ union rep
Hundreds turned 
out in solidarity with 
reporter Phil Turner, 
who local newspaper 
bosses want to sack, 
reports Alan Gibson 

SOME 250 defiant union 
m e m b e r s  a n d  s u p -
por ters demonstrated 
in  Rotherham,  Sou th 
Yorkshire, last Saturday in 
support of victimised local 
journalist Phil Turner. 

Council workers, teach-
ers and lecturers marched 
alongside anti-racist, LGBT 
and anti-war activists. They 
condemned Phil’s employer, 
the Rotherham Advertiser, 
for deciding to “select” him 
for redundancy.

The array of 16 union and 
campaign banners on the pro-
test showed the widespread 
solidarity for Phil. He has 
been a campaigning reporter 
in the town for three decades. 

Phil’s NUJ union officer 
Chris Morley told the rally 
the “selection” was a sham.

He said  that new owner 
Nick Alexander was out to rid 
the paper of its Father of the 
Chapel (shop steward).

Tirelessly
Phil has worked tirelessly to 
sustain union organisation 
there for almost 30 years. He 
has led two strikes against 
attempts to derecognise the 
NUJ, and fought off an ear-
lier attempt to victimise him.

Rotherham MP Sarah 
C h a m p i o n  a n d  L i n d a 
McAvan, MEP for Yorkshire 
and the Humber, have writ-
ten to Alexander calling for 
Phil’s reinstatement.

And workers at the news-
paper were set to strike on 

Thursday of this week.
Trade unionists and cam-

paigners spoke in support 
of Phil, including Sheffield 
Heeley MP Louise Haigh.

Many made the point 
that trade unions are now in 
the front line of the Tories’ 
attacks following Labour’s 
shock defeat in the general 
election. That’s why reps such 
as Phil and Candy Udwin at 

the National Gallery (see 
right) are being victimised.

Some told of causes Phil 
had championed, such as 
campaigning to stop the fas-
cist BNP and EDL exploiting 
the anger over widespread 
child abuse. Others spoke of 
his work supporting the Great 
Miners’ Strike of 1984-85.

Solidarity
Fred Sprague of Rotherham 
NUT spoke of Phil’s solidar-
ity whenever workers took 
industrial action.

“It’s payback time,” he 
said. “It’s now us that need 
to deliver solidarity to Phil.” 

He read out a letter of 
support from NUT general 
secretary Christine Blower 
and deputy general secretary 

Kevin Courtney.
Phil thanked everyone for 

their support. “It’s clear we 
need to keep up the action,” 
he said.

“It’s great that my mem-
bers are taking one-day strike 
action this Thursday. 

“Please get down to the 
picket line and show your 
solidarity, organise as many 
messages of support as you 
can, and take collections to 
sustain the campaign.”

Complain to nick.alexander@
garnett-dickinson.co.uk, 
copying in the Advertiser’s 
editor Andrew.Mosley@
rotherhamadvertiser.co.uk and 
HR officer debbie.commander@
garnett-dickinson.co.uk. 
Send messages of support and 
solidarity to Phil at syorksnuj@
hotmail.co.uk 

THERE WERE 16 union and campaign banners on the 
protest (above) in solidarity with Phil Turner (left)

 Vanquish the gallery union-busters
WORKERS AT the National 
Gallery have called 
their 35th strike day for 
Thursday of this week.

They are fighting the 
privatisation of 400 out of 
600 jobs—and the sacking 
of their PCS union rep 
Candy Udwin.

They plan to step up 
their action with an all-
day picket. Strikers and 
supporters will hold a 
national day of action for 
Candy, rallying outside the 
gallery in Trafalgar Square 
from 1-2pm. 

Workers are calling on 
incoming gallery director 
Gabriele Finaldi and new 
chair of trustees Hannah 

Rothschild to intervene. 
But as one worker told 

Socialist Worker, “We must 
keep up the pressure with 
strikes and direct action. 
We cannot de-escalate 

now and wait until Finaldi 
takes over in August.”

Supporters protested 
in the gallery’s Sainsbury 
wing last Friday, with a 
talk comparing the dispute 
to Bartolome Bermejo’s 
painting Saint Michael 
Triumphs over the Devil.

Chants of “privatisation, 
no way” broke out as they 
held up signs calling for 
Candy’s reinstatement. 

Security tried to escort 
visitors away, but some 
stayed to applaud.

Hold a collection this Thursday 
to donate to the fighting fund. 
Details of how you can donate 
or invite strikers to speak at 
ngnotforsale.wordpress.com

Protesters last Friday

I am speaking at  
Marxism 2015 because 
the event is a vibrant 
forum of debates on 
vital contemporary 
issues. Speaking on 
the Middle East at past 
events always sparked 
lively, occasionally 
heated debates. I don’t 
expect anything less 
this year!
Sami  
Ramandani
Iraqi socialist

‘‘ 
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 Last push  
 for Khan in  
 east London  
 campaign 
Activists in Tower Hamlets defied 
a racist smear to back Rabina Khan 
for mayor, reports Dave Sewell

SOCIALISTS AND trade union-
ists took to the streets of Tower 
Hamlets, east London, last 
Sunday, to campaign for inde-
pendent candidate for mayor 
Rabina Khan.

An election was set to take place 
on Thursday of this week after 
an electoral court ousted Lutfur 
Rahman, the elected mayor, earlier 
this year.

The council led by Rahman, of 
the Tower Hamlets First party, did 
more than any Labour council to 
oppose austerity. 

Now Khan is standing to defend 
its gains from a Labour Party will-
ing to side with Islamophobes to roll 
them back.

She told Socialist Worker, “When 
I’ve been out campaigning, people 
have responded to all the things 
that matter—all the things that 
give working people a bit of money 
back.”

Her examples include protecting 
Education Maintenance Allowance 
for college students, and free home 
care for older and disabled people.

The housing crisis is central to 
Khan’s campaign. She led the coun-
cil’s work on housing when it built 
more council homes than any other.

“A lot of cuts have affected 
women most,” she explained. “So 
I’m going to create a women’s 
employment hub and more support 
for childcare.”

Smears
Khan counts on widespread sup-
port and a tremendously active 
campaign. But Labour has thrown 
resources into the election—and 
tried to make up for its unpopular 
policies with smears.

The establishment parties hope 
the electoral court judgement has 
tarnished the council’s image, even 
though it failed to substantiate most 
of the rumours and allegations.

And in overturning Rahman’s 
election it relied on the racist slur 
that Bengali Muslims are “a commu-
nity which is traditional, respectful 
of authority and, possibly, not fully 
integrated”.

Khan said, “This election is more 
than a referendum on my predeces-
sor—Tower Hamlets needs to think 
about its future. But I was very dis-
appointed with the judgement. 

“It implied that Tower Hamlets 
voters are easily led, and I think it 
raises serious concerns about our 
democracy.”

Challenge
It speaks volumes about the Labour 
Party that its “fightback” after the 
general election has started in an 
attempt to push back a challenge 
from its left.

Khan said, “Labour will never 
understand why it lost the general 
election. 

“People can’t tell the difference 
between them and the Tories any 
more. Instead of moving to the left 
they have forgotten the working 
class people who created Labour.

“A lot of core Labour voters are 
not voting because Labour forgot 
what it’s supposed to stand for. 
They were meant to help our young 
people go to university—instead 
they introduced tuition fees.”

The election will be fiercely 
fought, and Khan’s campaign is call-
ing for supporters to mobilise right 
up to election day. 

Khan said, “If I win it will show 
that there is an alternative. And it 
will show that democracy can stand 
its ground—our votes matter.”

BACK STORY
Previous Tower Hamlets mayor 
Lutfur Rahman was ousted in an 
Islamophobic witch hunt
lTory ex-local government 
minister Eric Pickles sent in 
a “takeover squad” to run the 
council last year
lAnd an electoral court removed 
Rahman from his post in April
lThe judgement relied on racist 
stereotypes of Bengali Muslims
lBut activists have fought back 
by campaigning for Rabina Khan 
to be elected as the new mayor

RABINA KHAN (centre left) campaigning with some of her supporters Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Strikes over cuts and selloffs show  
 how council workers can fight back
by RAYMIE  KIERNAN

STRIKING COUNCIL workers 
have called for solidarity and 
coordinated resistance to the 
Tories’ plan to further slash public 
spending.

Cuts already mean 420,000 
fewer people don’t receive the 
social care services they would 
have had four years ago. 

And social care budgets this year 
have been slashed by £1.1 billion, 
with more to come. 

Unison union rep Stuart, a 
homelessness caseworker in 
Glasgow on all-out strike, spoke to 
Socialist Worker.

“Our strike shows that we don’t 
have to accept austerity,” he said. 

“The solidarity we have received 
tells us other workers want to do 
the same. Our services can’t take 
any more. Now is the time to fight 
together.”

The pressure of increasing 
workloads, savage cuts and 
privatisation is being felt across 
Britain.

In north London, Tory-run 
Barnet Council has privatised as 
much as it can for much of the 
past decade. The Tory council in 

Bromley, south London, is running 
to catch up with Barnet. 

But workers are fighting back. 
Unite union members at Bromley 
Council were set to begin a new 
wave of strikes this week. 

Adult services, transport and 
library workers were preparing to 
walk out between 10-20 June, with 
a council-wide strike on 16 June.

Conference
Combating cuts and privatisation 
will dominate discussions at the 
Unison union’s local government 
conference set to begin this 
Sunday in Glasgow. 

The gains made by the left 
in Unison’s national executive 
elections show the mood for a 
fighting union among members.

Barnet Unison chair Helen 
Davies told Socialist Worker, “We 
look forward to the call going 
out from our national leadership 
encouraging more branches to get 
on board and join the fight.  

“Austerity budgets underpin the 
conditions for so many disputes. 

“It makes sense that, where 
disputes are still live on 8 July, 
all those should be out on strike 
together and demonstrate.” 

If you cannot be on strike, 
organise a workplace meeting or 
other activity and Facebook or 
tweet your solidarity to those who 
are. As Helen said, “Join us—what 
have you got to lose?”
Workers spoke in a personal capacity

To find out more about 
the world, and to share 
my experience at the 
National Gallery in the 
discussion of  
organising the  
unorganised”
Peter Denman,  
National Gallery  
striker

‘‘ 
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 Turkish poll  
 is beginning  
 of end for  
 ruling party 
by RON  MARGULIES in Istanbul

PRESIDENT RECEP Tayyip 
E r d o g a n ’ s  J u s t i c e  a n d 
Development Party (AKP) failed 
to win an absolute majority in 
Turkey’s general election last 
Sunday.  

For the first time since it came 
to power in 2002, AKP finds itself 
unable to form a government. 
Erdogan’s plans for a US-style pres-
idential system with himself at the 
helm lie in tatters.

The real winner was the Peoples’ 
Democracy Party (HDP), created by 
the Kurdish movement. 

It got 13.3 percent and smashed 
through the 10 percent threshold 
designed to keep such parties out. 

Had HDP not done so, the  
80 seats it won would have gone to 
AKP, the second party in all of those 
constituencies. 

HDP’s brilliant success ensured 
that Kurds are represented in par-
liament. It also put an end to the 
government’s gradual slide towards 
authoritarian and corrupt politics.

The government’s woes started 
two years ago. A movement simi-
lar to Occupy Wall Street or the 
Indignados in Spain occupied 
Gezi Park in central Istanbul and 
remained in control for two weeks. 

As solidarity demonstrations 
spread throughout Turkey, the 

government unleashed brutal police 
violence. It ended with eight dead 
and hundreds seriously injured. Even 
AKP supporters were shocked.

Some months later allegations 
of ministerial corruption emerged, 
involving shocking sums of money. 

The government’s response 
was to wreak havoc in the judicial 
system. 

It sacked and arrested prosecu-
tors and judges, and cleared all 
 ministers of wrongdoing in a par-
liamentary vote which it was always 
going to win.

Avoidable
The third blow came when a very 
avoidable mining disaster killed  
300 miners last year. 

As miners elsewhere staged spon-
taneous walkouts, ministers’ utter 
lack of sympathy for the families of 
the dead was clear for all to see. 

The government had no intention 
of doing anything about the worth-
less health and safety laws.

AKP’s success was based on a 
sense of wellbeing in the country. 

This was engendered by political 
stability, economic good fortune that 
allowed Turkey to avoid the worst of 
the world crisis, and the peace pro-
cess with the Kurdish movement.

But since Gezi Park the sense of 
wellbeing has been replaced by gen-
eral unease. The economy has been 
slowing down. A growing workers’ 
movement has started to flex its 
muscles. 

The Kurdish peace process has 
lost momentum as the government 
has dragged its feet in fear of losing 
votes to Turkish nationalism. 

And most of all, the govern-
ment’s authoritarian and brutal 
response to any sign of discontent 
has finally turned away many of its 
own supporters.

BACK STORY
The AKP party, which governed 
Turkey since 2002, lost its 
majority in last week’s election
lThe party has become mired in 
corruption
lIts popularity plummeted after 
brutal attacks on a protest in 
Gezi Park in central Istanbul
lAKP’s vote dropped from 
50  percent to 40.8  percent

SUPPORTERS OF the Kurdish HDP party celebrate its electoral success

NIGERIA

President’s inauguration is calm before 
storm as his campaign promises vanish
by BABA AYE in Abuja

MUHAMMADU BUHARI was 
sworn in as president of the west 
African state of Nigeria on 29 May 
—almost 30 years after he was 
overthrown as a military dictator. 

Before he won he promised to 
fight corruption, defeat the Boko 
Haram insurgency and renew 
prosperity.

He campaigned as a man of the 
people who had to borrow money 
to pay for his nomination form. 
This image was undermined when 
his wife wore a £35,000 watch to 
his inauguration.

But the fate of his All Progressives 
Congress (APC) will be determined 
by whether it can improve the lot of 
the working masses. 

Promised
It promised three million new 
jobs within a year. It offered a 
monthly cash transfer of £83 each 
to 25 million poor people if they 
send their children to school and 
get them immunised. It promised 
a massive housing scheme for 
working people and to double the 
number of doctors in three years.

APC now has a majority in both 
the National Assembly and of the 

states’ governments so people 
expect results. But it now says that 
it has discovered so much rot from 
16 years of the previous government 
that no one should expect miracles. 

The working class is not buying 
this. Mass anger could explode 
if drastic improvements in living 
conditions do not materialise soon.

Public sector workers in 18 of 
Nigeria’s 36 states have been on 
strike over unpaid salaries since 
the last week of May. 

These include APC-run states 
owing up to six months’ wages. 

The unions have demanded the 
government start negotiations for a 
new national minimum wage, even 
as petrol shortages have almost 
shut down the oil-rich country.

Revenue is dwindling because 
of the global fall in oil prices and 
mindboggling corruption, so it is 
unlikely that the state could deliver 

APC’s promises. And two other 
events point at the hollowness of 
Buhari’s anti-corruption stance. 

Two former state governors 
appear to have escaped serious 
corruption charges. Both men are 
stalwarts of the APC.

But people are still most hopeful 
he will deliver over the defeat of 
Boko Haram, ending a conflict 
that has claimed almost 20,000 
lives since 2009. He promised 
the military command would be 
relocated to the front until the 
insurgents were defeated.

Crushing
Even if he succeeds in crushing 
Boko Haram that will not end the 
poverty that created the sect. And 
military victory is unlikely. 

Boko Haram has shown an 
ingenious ability to change tactics, 
recently reverting to its earlier 
methods of urban terror.

The first few days of the new 
government are a period of calm 
before what could be a huge storm. 

Different sections of the elite 
will try to harness the simmering 
distrust in their own interests. 

The need for socialist 
intervention and influence within 
the working class cannot be 
overemphasised.

ANALYSIS

marxismfestival.org.uk

I’ve never been to Marxism 
before. But in the wake of 
the election I’m more aware 
of the threats facing us 
all—and the need for us all 
to come together against 
them. I also want to hear 
about different struggles 
from others who will be 
there.
David Hardman, 
membership  
secretary  
of UCU, London 
Metropolitan  
University
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Great support 
for gallery rep
IT WAS brilliant to see 
the rally in support 
of victimised union 
rep Candy Udwin at 
the National Gallery 
(Socialist Worker, 
6 June).

There have been too 
many instances of union 
reps being picked on and 
victimised to scare all 
the others.

Richard Banker
On Facebook

Kennedy did 
back the war
TRIBUTES TO former 
Lib Dem leader Charles 
Kennedy that describe 
his opposition to the 
Iraq War as his “finest 
hour” are a grotesque 
distortion.

I stood by the stage 
on 15 February 2003 as 
Kennedy addressed two 
million protesters. 

He told them, 
“There is no way in all 
conscience that the 
Liberal Democrats either 
could or should support 
a war and we will not.” 

Two weeks later the 
Lib Dem amendment 
in parliament pledged 
“total support for the 
British forces engaged in 
the Middle East”.

Their opposition 
ended as soon as the war 
started. Opportunists to 
the last.

Rob Ferguson
East London

I’m still angry 
about Iraq
I participated in the 
biggest demonstration 
the world ever saw, 
against the war on Iraq 
on 15 February 2003.

So I was glad to see 
the film We Are Many 
(Socialist Worker, 30 
May), celebrate the 
protest’s impact. It 
has you seething with 
anger—and applauding 
the people marching. 

I would shed no tears 
if Tony Blair and George 
Bush were to be hanged 
like Saddam Hussein. 

Mick Dodd
Dover

Labour sides 
with landlords
THE NEW shadow 
chancellor Chris Leslie 
says Labour was wrong 
to call for rent controls.

He was worried about 
“implying that landlords 
are all exploitative and 
opportunistic”. Of course 
he was. He’s a landlord.

Jenny Leow
South London

Just a 
thought...

Fight for liberation in Northern Ireland
ALMOST 1,000 people 
joined a rally for equal 
marriage in Belfast two 
weeks ago, initiated by 
members of People Before 
Profit Youth.

It looks set to be the 
beginning of a revitalised 
campaign for LGBTQ 
equality in Northern 
Ireland.

After the result of the 
referendum in southern 
Ireland, the LGBTQ 
movement has gathered 
pace across Ireland.

Unfortunately most of 
the parties in the 
Stormont Assembly have 
not reflected this. A 

recent bill to allow same 
sex marriage was rejected 
after the unionist parties 
voted against it, while a 
handful from the other 
parties abstained or 
didn’t bother to show up.

People are angry at 

their misrepresentation 
by politicians who are still 
in the dark ages. 

The referendum in 
southern Ireland shows 
that, as the material 
conditions of Ireland 
change, so too will 
people’s ideas. But we 
can’t rely on these 
backward politicians to 
enact change for us. We 
have to do it ourselves.

With more protests 
planned, hopefully this 
summer can be a new era 
of civil rights in Northern 
Ireland.

Mick Collins
Belfast

Sack from 
Mulberry
MULBERRY, THE designer 
brand for leather bags, is 
involved in a dispute with 
workers at one of its 
outsourced factories. 

The SF Leather factory in 
Izmir, Turkey, recently 
sacked 14 workers who 
tried to take up trade union 
membership due to 
deteriorating working 
conditions and low pay.

They are paid the 
minimum wage of £200-
250 a month for making 
bags sold for £750-£1000 
each.

These workers, paid no 
social support, have been 
fighting for almost 70 days.

Mulberry is refusing to 
act and have these workers 
reinstated or trade union 
membership recognised.

Support SF Leather 
workers in Turkey and help 
us make their voices heard. 

Oktay Sahbaz
North London

 Who backs  
 the jobless?
WORKING PEOPLE can be 
represented by a trade 
union. But what about the 
people who are excluded 
from the workplace?

Those who remain in the 
cycle of being unwaged 
continue to be vilified.

I applaud any union that 
fights for what is right 
alongside its members.

But I do not see any 
steps being taken to protect 
the unwaged, disabled and 
marginalised.

Surely socialists must 
bring people together for a 
movement that excludes 
none and supports all.

Hugo van der Meer
London

Fracking will affect us 
all—not just the locals 
PLANNING applications for 
fracking are in from all over 
the “desolate north” of 
England. 

The Tories are pushing 
hard for fracking, and 
Labour’s leaders are going 
along with them. But there 
is overwhelming evidence it 
would contaminate our 
water and land. 

One well planned in our 
area would go through an 
aquifer supplying drinking 
water from the coast to 
Leeds—yet a tiny rural Tory 
council can say yes to it.

Local campaigners are 

fighting hard, waging an 
information war, protesting 
and in some cases camping 
on threatened land. But the 
problem is the word “local”.

We won’t beat fracking 
just by pointing out the 
facts. And we won’t beat it 
by running scared that 
bosses will accuse us of 
“bussing in” protesters from 
outside the local area.

We need a militant, 
nationwide campaign 
involving trade unions and 
the People’s Assembly.

Kim Hunter
Scarborough

Opposing bosses’ EU would 
mean siding with the racists
I WAS disappointed to see Socialist 
Worker argue for a no vote 
(Socialist Worker, 30 May) on 
staying in the European Union 
(EU). 

If the no vote wins, racists, 
xenophobes, Ukip and a section of 
the Tory party would gain 
confidence. Millions of migrant 
workers and most of the labour 
movement would be demoralised.

Many people see the EU as a 
bulwark against the nastiness of 
the Tories.  The left no camp sadly 
no longer has Tony Benn or Bob 
Crow. The best trade union leaders 
are for yes.

The EU is an undemocratic 
bosses’ club, but the political 
landscape has changed. To argue 

now for no is ultra-left and puts us 
on the wrong side. 

No one will notice the “but” in a 
leaflet that says “No, but we are 
against racism”.

We should be in the yes camp. 
Let’s unite with workers across the 
EU—and with the pro-EU parties 
Syriza and Podemos—for a Europe 
that puts people before profit.

Clare Fermont
East London

lIT SEEMED obvious 40 years ago 
that socialists should oppose 
joining the European common 
market—obviously a bosses’ club.

But is the issue so clear cut 
today? The EU is still a bosses’ 
club and no doubt big business 

will line up to oppose leaving it. 
But it is more than that.

Are we against the distribution 
of money to distressed regions? 
Are we against legislation 
guaranteeing certain workers’ 
rights and women’s rights?

Are we in favour of the free 
movement of labour? The other 
side seeks to turn the referendum 
into an anti-immigrant campaign.

Should socialists be explaining 
to migrant workers that the EU is a 
bosses’ club they should vote 
against—if they even have a vote?

Can we be seen as on that side 
of the divide?

It just seems totally wrong.
John Charlton

Newcastle

The rally in Belfast 
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Young people new to campaigning 
and veteran activists told Nick Clark 
they hope the People’s Assembly 
march can kick off resistance

 
“I’VE NEVER been on a 
demo that’s going to be as 
big as this one,” Connor 
told Socialist Worker. 
“Tens of thousands say 
they’ll go. We might even 

get 100,000—that would be great.”
Connor is a young activist who 

works at Gregg’s bakers in Oxford. 
He’s helping to build support for 
the People’s Assembly End Austerity 
Now demonstration in London on 
20 June.

“The Tories are constantly attack-
ing the most vulnerable in society,” 
he said. “A lot of young people’s 
mental health services are going to 
get their budgets cut in Oxford.

“Homeless people are getting 
fined £1,000 in some areas. It’s just 
pissing me off.”

Connor set up an anti-auster-
ity group after the Tories won last 
month’s general election. “Me and a 
few mates decided that we would go 
down to the Fuck the Tories demo 
in London on the Saturday after the 
election,” he explained.

“I set up Anti-Austerity Oxford 
after that. I thought, there’s a lot 
of people in Oxford who think the 
same.

“A lot of people hear the num-
bers of how many people voted 
Conservative and realise this is not 
a government that anyone wants.”

Connor is just one of thousands 
of people preparing to take to the 
streets for the first national demon-
stration against austerity since the 
Tories’ victory. Many of those people 
are new to politics—but desperate to 
fight back.

 
YORK STUDENT Heather is 
also organising for the 
20 June in London. She told 
Socialist Worker, “This will be 
my first demonstration. I’m 
really looking forward to it—I 

just knew I had to go on it.
“I’m angry about all the public 

services the Tories are cutting—and 
the way they scapegoat migrants and 
other groups.

“This economic situation was 
caused by the bankers. They try 
and trick people into thinking that 
the problem was caused by benefit 
claimants and migrant work-
ers—and the people who 
caused the problem 
get away with it.”

Heather added, 
“There was a lot of 
anger after the elec-
tion, but also a sense 
of defeat—and I 

think a lot of people still feel that.
“We need to channel that sense of 

defeat into more positive action. So 
I think a lot of people are interested 
in the demo.”

There’s certainly been a lot of 
interest in reigniting the fightback —
with outbreaks of resistance around 
Britain.

Hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of people have joined  
anti-austerity protests in different 
towns and cities since the election.

The week after it, as many 
as  4 ,000 people  jo ined an  
anti-Tory protest organised by seven 
sixth form students in Bristol.

In the following weeks, more than 
1,000 joined marches in both Cardiff 
and Sheffield. And some 2,000 took 
to the streets in Manchester, while 
thousands joined a number of mili-
tant protests in central London.

 
SCHOOL student Will was 
on the London protest on 
the day of the queen’s 
speech, when the Tory gov-
ernment outlined fresh 
attacks.

He told Socialist Worker, “When 
you have more and more marches 
like that and people rally together, 
that’s when you get a real sense of 
our power.

“I had never experienced that 
before—I’ve been to a few Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) 
marches, but nothing like that.

“With the possibility of 100,000 
people on 20 June there’s a real 
promise that the march will amplify 
the atmosphere that I experienced on 
that protest.”

Susan, another activist in Oxford, 
joined the protest there. She told 
Socialist Worker, “I found out about 
the protest by chance. I went to it 
because of the cuts in funding for 
anti-homophobic and transphobic 
bullying work in schools.

“I heard about the People’s 
Assembly there and got involved 
in building for 20 June because of 
that.”

Like many others Susan isn’t 
someone who was very politically 
active before now. “It’s a new expe-
rience for me,” she said. “It’s very 

interesting—and I found it really 
easy to get involved. They’re very 
welcoming to new people.

“I haven’t been on a big demo like 
this will be. I think it will be very 
positive. It will be all about coming 
together for a common goal.”

An anti-austerity protest will 
also take place in Glasgow on the 
day, called by the Scottish TUC, 
the People’s Assembly Scotland and 
others. There has been resistance 
across Scotland in the run-up to the 
demo.

Angela is an activist in Glasgow. 
She told Socialist Worker, “There 
haven’t been as many people out on 
the streets in Scotland, because of 
the Scottish National Party win.

“But there have been disputes in 
Scotland such as indefinite strikes 
by homelessness case workers in 
Glasgow and the Dundee porters.

“And we had a protest in Glasgow 
that was really angry. Speaker after 
speaker got up to talk about what the 
cuts mean for them.”

People’s Assembly groups have 
held big public meetings in the 
run-up to 20 June. Some 300 people 
attended one in Milton Keynes on 
Wednesday of last week.

 
KEVIN IS one of the main 
organisers there. He told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s 
been a groundswell of huge 
numbers of people going to 
protests and meetings after 

the general election.
“There hasn’t been a meeting this 

size in Milton Keynes since Tony 
Benn came to speak years ago.”

Computer programmer Chris was 
at the meeting. He told Socialist 
Worker, “People were very angry, 
but also quite positive and happy 
that there was so many of us.

“I’m expecting a carnival atmos-
phere on 20 June—there will be so 
many people. I went to the Iraq war 
protest in 2003. That was massive. 
That’s the last time I saw coaches 
booked like this. That’s a good sign.”

Chris is right—coaches to the 
demo are filling up fast. Some 
11 coaches have been booked to 
come down from South Yorkshire 
alone. 

And there are at least five coaches 
booked in the North East, with 
another four from Manchester.

Smaller areas are also finding 
an unprecedented level of 

interest in trans-
port to London.

 
AUDREY IS a teacher and 
activist in Lancaster. She 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
always organise transport 
t o  p r o t e s t s  f r o m 
Lancaster—we usually 

just end up putting on a minibus for 
a few people.

“But this has been much bigger, 
with people asking to come who 
wouldn’t normally.

“The other week we filled Market 
Square in Lancaster with about  
20 people leafleting for the demo.

“Now we’ve already filled one 
coach and booked another which 
is also picking up in Preston—and 
we’re thinking about another if we 
can get funding.”

Garth, a student at Sussex 
University, has had a similar expe-
rience. He told Socialist Worker, “A 
lot of people who wouldn’t usually 
come to protests are saying they’re 
coming to this.

“Some of my friends who aren’t 
really into politics are interested in 
coming. After the election, seeing 
what the Tories are trying to do, 
people are saying we need to do 
something.”

Many of those going on the pro-
test say it must signal the start of a 
bigger fightback against the Tories.

Susan said, “We need to move 
forward after 20 June. In the past 
people have got together and then 
just stopped fighting. We have 
to continue the fight. We have to 
make sure we do things to involve 
everybody.”

Kevin agreed. “We need to build a 
broad social movement made up of 
everybody with common sense who 
wants to stop this,” he said.

 
CONNOR ARGUED, “It 
can’t just end at the demo. 
The unions need to take 
the lead. They need to be 
stern about str ik ing 
against austerity. And we 

need a more united left.”
Campaigners new and old need 

to use the demos as a springboard 
for building the kind of action that 
Kevin, Susan and Connor want to 
see.

Garth said, “I was on one of the 
protests in London after the elec-
tion—that was really good. It felt 
like there was real unity with all the 
people there.

“It showed that we can unite 
against the common enemy. And  
20 June is going to be huge—it’s 
going to send a message to people 
and show that there’s going to be 
resistance.”

20 JUNE
A DAY TO
REVOLT

Transport details continued:
LONDON: Assemble 12 noon, 
Bank of England, Queen 
Victoria St, City of London for 
a march to Parliament Square. 
Nearest tube Bank

thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

GLASGOW: Rally from 12 noon 
until 4pm, George Square. Co-
organised by the Scottish TUC

stuc.org.uk

TRANSPORT: Coaches 
for the People’s Assembly 
demonstration have been 
organised from all over 
England and Wales. Here’s 
where you can book your 
tickets.

Birmingham 8.45am, 
call 07977057902
Bournemouth train station, 6.30am, 
go to on.fb.me/1RPhQzM, Tickets £12
Bolton contact Andrea on egan52@
virginmedia.com or 01204338905
Bradford St George’s Square, 
7.30am, Contact Roger 
07814709853, Tickets £20/£10 
Brighton train station, 10.05am, go 
to j20brighton.eventbrite.co.uk 
Bristol Anchor Rd, Harbourside, 
8.15am, go to bit.ly/1cBK8h5 
Calderdale contact 
calderdalepa@hotmail.com
Cambridge Queens Rd, 10am, contact 
cambridgepeoplesassembly@
outlook.com
Cardiff/Newport contact 
cardiffpeoplesassembly@gmail.com
Carlisle Contact Fiona 
carlislepeoplesassembly@outlook.
com go to on.fb.me/1Gc7Qg4 
Chesterfield/Matlock contact 
jeannierob48@gmail.com 
07919486101
Colchester Crouch St, 9.30am, 
Chelmsford Park P&R, 10am, contact 
elisavasquezwalters@hotmail.com 
Cornwall Go to on.fb.me/1MsyrGs 
Coventry city centre, 9am, 
contact 07803501639
Darlington Dolphin Centre,  
6.30am, Tickets £20/£10, contact 
darlingtontuc@gmail.com
Derby Full St, 7.30am, contact 
mozgreenshields@gmail.com
Doncaster Market Place, 
Premier Inn, 7.30am, contact 
doncasterpeoplesassembly@
gmail.com
Dudley 7.45am, contact 
07534246158 dudleynut@gmail.com
Durham Students Union, New 
Elvet, 6am, contact graham.
eddy@talk21.com
Gloucestershire/Stroud contact 
hannahfootlady@hotmail.co.uk 
Hartlepool Town Hall, 5:30am, 
Tickets £30/£20, contact 
nepeoplesassembly@gmail.com
Harlow bus station, 6am, tickets 
£20/£10, contact adam.cochrane9@
gmail.com go to on.fb.me/1IhBoZ6
Huddersfield George Hotel, 
7am, Contact Roger on 
07814709853, tickets £20/£10
Hull coming soon

Lancaster/Preston Dalton Square, 
7am and Adelphi Roundabout, 
UCLAN, 7.30am, Contact Hilary 
07817108649, tickets £10/£5
Leeds coming soon
Manchester National Express station, 
6.30am, go to on.fb.me/1QwnmVn 
Middlesbrough Town Hall, 
6am, tickets £30/£20, 
nepeoplesassembly@gmail.com
Milton Keynes Central, 9.30am, 
contact Kevin 07809331697 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Central 
Station, 6am, go to  
on.fb.me/1QwnHr6, contact 
nepeoplesassembly@gmail.com, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme School St, 
7.45am, tickets £20/£10, contact 
07778913528 or northstaffs.
peoplesassembly.yahoo.co.uk 
Norfolk Royal Theatre St, Norwich, 
7.45am, tickets £5/donation, contact 
norfolkpeoplesassembly@mail.com 
Nottingham Forest recreation 
ground, 8am, contact@
nottspeoplesassembly.org 
07599735853, go to bit.ly/1EZECvn
Oxford Taylor Instiute, St Giles, 
9.30am, go to bit.ly/1HPKgCt, 
contact 07890081211
Peterborough coming soon 
Plymouth Home Park P&R, 
7am, tickets £20/£10, contact 
info@plymouth-tuc.org.uk
Portsmouth tickets £10/£5, 
contact Ann-Marie 07583354674 
Rhondda—Merthyr Tydfil, 
Aberdare and Pontypridd, contact 
peoplesassemblywales0@gmail.
com or go to on.fb.me/1FZsaji 
Sheffield The Hubs on Paternoster 
Row, 8am, tickets £12/£6, contact 
sheffieldpeoplesassembly@
gmail.com
Shrewsbury coming soon 
Southampton 8.30am, tickets 
£3/£1, go to bit.ly/1H8gNrA, 
contact spaaa4ever@gmail.com 
Southend 9am, tickets £5, 
go to bit.ly/1GcdXB2
Stoke-on-Trent/Stafford Glebe St, 
Stoke, 7.30am, Stafford railway 
station, 8.15am, tickets £20/£10, 
contact 07778913528 or northstaffs.
peoplesassembly@yahoo.co.uk
Suffolk contact 
suffolkpeoplesassembly@runbox.com
Sunderland/South Shields 
South Shields 5.45am, 
Sunderland, 6.15am, contact 
sunderlandpeoplesassembly@
outlook.com
Swindon 8.30am, more 
details coming soon
Telford coming soon
Thanet Ramsgate station, 9.30am, 
Broadstairs station, 9.45am, Margate 
station, 10am, tickets £10/£5, contact 
peoplesassemblythanet@gmail.com
Walsall 8.15am, contact  
07881403958
Wolverhampton Faulkland St, 
7.45am, contact 07932797139 
info@wolvestuc.org.uk
York Memorial Gardens, Leeman Rd, 
7am, Tickets £25/£15, go to 
yorkjune20coach.eventbrite.co.uk

This list is taken from 
the People’s Assembly 
website. If your transport 
isn’t listed email office@
thepeoplesassmembly.org.uk

Transport details continued on 
right hand side
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
Street movements, 
strikes and the fight 
against austerity
Thu 2 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,  
Chelmsford CM1 2QL

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.
ABERDEEN
Is the Green Party a 
genuine left alternative?
Thu 18 Jun, 6pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St,  
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
What is the real 
Marxist tradition?
Thu 18 Jun, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Islamophobia today—racism 
and the politics of fear
Wed 17 Jun, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,  
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Is the Labour Party finished?
Wed 24 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON
The great sell off—
privatisation and 
outsourcing
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: SOUTH
Socialists and elections
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,  
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
Race, class and police 
brutality in the US
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St, CB1 1DG
CARDIFF
How do we stop Ukip?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
What are the roots 
of terrorism?
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
From testing to 
academies—how education 
fails our children
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (please 
enter via Cafe Browser),  
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL
COLCHESTER
The future socialist society
Tue 16 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
DERBY
The EU—a bosses’ club?
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
How we fought the Tories 
last time and how do 
we fight them now?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,  
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
Is the Labour Party finished?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
The Tolpuddle Martyrs and 
the struggle for union rights
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL

EXETER
Migrant lives matter—
stop the slaughter in 
the Mediterranean
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St,
EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Who was Lenin?
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St,  
G42 7RA
HARLOW
Can we reclaim the 
Labour Party?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys,  
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
What are the real causes 
of child abuse?
Wed 17 Jun, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House, 
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP
IPSWICH
How the SWP organises
Tue 7 Jul, 7pm,
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St,  
IP1 1TF
KIRKCALDY
The new liberalism 
in Scotland
Mon 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s Pub,
297 High St,  
KY1 1JL
LANCASTER
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, 
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Human nature—are we 
too selfish for socialism?
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,  
LS3 1AD
LEICESTER
What do socialists 
say about the EU?
Wed 17 Jun, 7pm,
Leicester Adult Education 
College, 2 Wellington St
(Belvoir St entrance),  
LE1 6HL

LIVERPOOL
Migrant lives matter—
stop the slaughter in 
the Mediterranean
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
The Brink Cafe, 21 Parr St 
(near Concert Square),L1 4JN
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
The roots of terrorism
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre,  
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close to 
the station), W10 5XL
LONDON: CAMDEN
Organising for revolution
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT
LONDON: EALING
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery, 185 High St,
Acton, W3 9DJ       
LONDON: HACKNEY
Capitalism vs the climate—
is Naomi Klein right?
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: HORNSEY 
AND WOOD GREEN
Will Tory anti-strike 
laws mean the death 
of trade unions?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Indian Cultural Centre,  
9 Clarendon Rd, 
Haringey, N8 0DD
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Is Britain moving 
to the right?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and DLR 
Station), SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Why are there so few strikes?
Wed 17 Jun, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), 
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Is the media all powerful?
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
Snug Room, The Grand Union, 
26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St),  
SE5 8RE

LONDON: TOTTENHAM
The challenge of Podemos
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd,  
N17 9JB
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
After the election—what 
kind of left do we need 
in Tower Hamlets?
Wed 17 Jun, 7pm,
Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Hegel and revolution
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
How we fought the Tories 
last time—and how do 
we fight them now?
Wed 17 Jun, 7pm,
Proof Bar, 30 Manchester Rd,
M21 0BQ
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Why are there so few 
strikes in Britain?
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Why do the union leaders 
still follow Labour?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Food Factory, 
884 Stockport Rd,
M19 3BN

NEWCASTLE
Race and racism today
Thu 18 Jun, 7pm,
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place,  
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
The fight against 
imperialism in Ireland
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
International Community 
Centre, 
61b Mansfield Rd,  
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
The politics of sport
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd),  
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
The housing crisis—why 
the system can’t provide 
decent homes for all
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
ROTHERHAM
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Bridge Inn, Greasbrough Rd 
(near the bus and train 
stations), S60 1RB

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Race, class and police 
brutality in the US
Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm,
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre), 
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Is the Labour Party finished?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
High Street Cafe, 
153 High St, SO14 2BT
WIGAN
Pride, sexuality 
and revolution
Wed 17 Jun, 7pm,
Little Fifteen Pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
YORK
Capitalism vs climate – 
is Naomi Klein right?
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET
Dorset Socialists meeting
Sat 4 Jul, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite 
County Hall), 
Colliton Park, 
Dorchester DT1 1XJ 
BRISTOL
After the election—what 
sort of world do we want? 
Debate between Labour, 
the Greens and the SWP 
with  Mhairi Threlfall 
(Labour Councillor in 
Eastville), a speaker from 
Bristol Green Party and 
Huw Williams (SWP)
Thu 18 June, 7.30pm-10pm, 
Malcolm X Community Centre,
141 City Rd, 
BS2 8YH
LONDON
The Deeper Genome—Why 
there is more to the human 
genome than meets the eye
With author John Parrington
Tue 23 Jun, 6.30pm,
Bookmarks Bookshop,
1 Bloomsbury St, 
WC1B 3QE.
£2. To reserve your place call 
020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
NATIONAL
Marxism 2015 festival 
Ideas for revolution
Thu 9-Mon 13 Jul,
Central London.
Get the full timetable from 
the website. Book now 
on 020 7819 1190
or at marxismfestival.co.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER  BRANCH MEETINGS

GREECE
—THE 
BATTLE  
AGAINST 
THE 
BANKERS
COVENTRY
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre, 
159 Spon St,  
CV1 3BB

MEDWAY
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Conference room, 
The Nucleus Arts Centre, 
272 High St, 
Chatham, 
ME4 4BP

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 17 Jun, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, 
King St,  
WV1 1ST

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

£9.99£3 £2
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DOCKERS STRIKE against privatisation in Piraeus Picture: Workers solidarity
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 Giving voice to the murdered  
 million in Indonesia’s coup
With his sequel film The Look of Silence, director Joshua Oppenheimer puts 
the victims of the state’s violence back into the frame, writes Ken Olende 
RIGHT WING paramilitaries in 
Indonesia murdered more than 
a million people after a coup in 
1965. Yet those in government who 
sanctioned the killings have never 
lost power.

Their victims included Communists 
and people who happened to come 
from a Chinese background. 

For his shocking 2012 documen-
tary The Act of Killing director Joshua 
Oppenheimer tracked down some of 
the killers.

The Look of Silence is a sequel that 
looks at the events through the expe-
rience of Adi, the brother of one of 
the victims. 

In many ways it is a much more 
straightforward film than its prede-
cessor. Both are intentionally sicken-
ing to watch, but Adi gives a human 
dimension. 

In The Act of Killing, Oppenheimer 
got killers to meet up and reminisce. 
While the official line is that the 
Communists carried out all the vio-
lence, it’s shocking how open the par-
amilitaries are about what they did. 

Uniformed 
The film starts with people who were 
murderous street thugs, but works 
up the chain of command to the uni-
formed paramilitary Pancasila Youth. 

It currently has three million 
members and government ministers 
address its rallies. 

But the film then descends into the 
minds of the thugs, by getting them 
to make a film re-enacting what they 
did. 

It includes surreal musical num-
bers sung by gangsters who are 
accompanied by women in sparkly 
outfits.

Whatever this was meant to show, 
the thugs’ film removed the vic-
tims from the equation. The Look of 

Silence rectifies this omission.
Adi is an optician, trying to 

improve sight—and here also hind-
sight. He was born just after the 
massacres in which his elder brother 
Ramli was killed. 

He goes to people’s houses to 
check their eyes, and as he works he 
chats. One early patient comments, 
“You ask too many questions.”

Oppenheimer gets him to question 
thugs who took part in the massacre. 
The camera often lingers on Adi’s 
impassive face.

“We exterminated Communists 

for three months day and night,” 
proudly says the head of the local 
death squads.

Spontaneous 
Adi confronts the local militia’s com-
mander, now a politician, who claims 
the violence against Communists was 
spontaneous. 

Adi points out that militia took 
people from political prisons under 
police escort to be executed. 

He coldly replies, “Do you want 
this to happen again? No. Then don’t 
make an issue of the past.”

There is an occasional glimpse of 
compassion. 

The “look of silence” comes 
when one woman is filmed as her 
father says he drank the blood of 
Communists he killed. She laughs 
with embarrassment then tries to find 
a way to talk to Adi. 

But the image that remains is not 
the deluded street thugs but the cold, 
calculating eyes of the politicians.
The Look of Silence  
Directed by Joshua Oppenheimer 
Dogwoof Films 
Out now

ADI (left) confronting the local head of the Komando Aksi militia that killed his brother 

EVENTS 
ROOF TOP FILM CLUB 
Four locations across London. 
Until 30 September. 
Adults £14. 
To book tickets go to  
rooftopfilmclub.com

THE ROOFTOP Film Club is 
back for another season.

The club screens classic, 
cult and recent film releases 
across four roof top locations 
in London. 

They’re located in 
Kensington, Peckham 
Shoreditch and Stratford. 

You’ve just got to 
remember to book in 
advance online—and check 
the weather. 

The current season runs 
until 30 September.  

POETRY 
WELCOME TO WALES!
By Phil Knight 
Red Poets Collective 
Out now 
£5 
redpoets.org

PHIL KNIGHT’S latest poetry 
collection documents the 
sharp end of austerity in 
South Wales. 

The poems are 
both scathing and 
indignant, humorous and 
compassionate. 

Two surreal poems about 
escorting a Martian around 
Phil’s hometown Neath are 
wickedly savage and comic.  

The message seems to 
be that you are welcome to 
Wales—but with extreme 
caution.
Huw Pudner 

Bosses’ view of workers’ control is all over the shop
TELEVISION
RUNNING THE SHOP 
Channel 4  
9pm, Tuesdays 

CHANNEL 4’S new reality 
TV show Running the Shop 
might seem like it’s all 
about workers running the 
businesses they work for.

Perhaps it’s a little 
strange then that the star 
of the show is Bolton 
entrepreneur Hilary Devey, 
fresh from the BBC’s 
Dragon’s Den. 

Instead of business 

hopefuls pitching their 
ideas to the “dragons”, 
each week Devey will 
swoop down on a failing 
business. 

So the first episode 
focuses on Taskers, a 
family DIY business. The 
solution is to give the 
workers “power”. 

The premise is correct 
—workers do know more 
about “running the shop” 
than their bosses. But 
that’s not how the show 
works.

The boss leaves the 
workers a portion of cash 

to “invest” in new ideas 
and innovative changes. 

This is supposed to turn 
the business around. And 
you never know, it might 
lead to promotion. 

It’s underpinned 
by Devey’s claim that 
succesful firms don’t just 
rely on managers but the 
“team”. 

The show smacks of 
“new management” 
theories that claim to 
get rid of old workplace 
hierarchies. But it was 
always guff—and this 
show just plays into it. Hilary Devey (right) 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Blacklisted: The Secret 
War Between Big 
Business and Union 
Activists
Dave Smith and  
Phil Chamberlain

2  This Changes  
Everything: Capitalism 
vs. the Climate
Naomi Klein 

3  Middle East Solidarity 
Magazine

4 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Marx
Mike Gonzalez

5 Bread, Freedom, Social 
Justice: Workers and 
the Egyptian Revolution
Anne Alexander and Mostafa 
Bassiouny

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE



HISTORY & THEORY14 15
Socialist Worker 13 June 2015 Socialist Worker 13 June 2015

READ MORE
lThe Headscarf 
Revolutionaries: Lillian 
Bilocca and the Hull 
Triple‑Trawler Disaster 
by Brian W Lavery 
£12.99

Available at Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. Phone 
020 7637 1848  
or go to bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

T
HREE  f i s h ‑
ing trawlers 
set off from 
St Andrew’s 
Dock in Hull, 
Humberside, 

in January 1968. Within 
three weeks the boats 
would sink, killing 58 men. 

The triple disaster would 
launch a fight for work-
ers’ rights that would com-
pletely change the fishing 
industry—and it was work-
ing class women that took 
on the bosses.

Their story is retold in The 
Headscarf Revolutionaries, a 
book by local historian and 
writer Brian Lavery pub-
lished this month.

Lillian Bilocca’s husband 
and son were trawlermen. 
Like many other women from 
the local area she worked in 
the fish house on the dock-
side filleting and packing 
trawlers’ catches in ice.

Lillian heard at work that 
two boats had disappeared 
without a trace while fish-
ing off the northern Icelandic 
coast. She resolved to do 
something about it.

W h e n  t h e  b o a t s —
St Romanus and the Kingston 
Peridot—had set off from dock 
the temperature was below 
zero. The crews had to buy 
their own bedding and kit for 
the trip.

The conditions on the trawl-
ers in wild seas were dangerous 
even for the most experienced 
fishermen. 

Waves two or three times as 
high as the boats would crash 
freezing water down onto the 
vessels, and ice would begin 
to grip the surface. Workers 
fought a relentless battle to 
hack it away.

Less than 20 tons of ice could 
topple 657-ton ships such as 
the Peridot or Romanus. A ton 
could form in minutes.

Fog
At that time of year daylight 
only lasted six hours where the 
boats went missing. And even 
when it was light the sea was 
shrouded in low cloud and fog. 

The Romanus did not have a 
radio operator and its wireless 
equipment was dysfunctional. 
It last made contact the even-
ing it left Hull.

But bosses failed to raise 
the alarm that it was missing 
until over two weeks later. It 
was official policy that ships 
should send in their position 
and catches daily. 

But radioing in could reveal 
a boat’s location to the competi-
tion, so workers were often pres-
sured to maintain radio silence. 
When family members pleaded 
with fishing bosses for answers 
they told them there was “no 
cause for concern”.

On the day that the Romanus 
was officially declared missing 
the Peridot put in a message to 
a nearby boat that it was having 
problems with ice build-up. It 
was the last contact the ship 
made.

Days later one of its life rafts 
washed ashore. On 30 January 

the families of the 40 men who 
made up the crews of the two 
ships were told there was little 
chance of their survival.

When Lillian got home from 
work that night she wrote a 
letter to the fishing bosses, 
slamming their behaviour.

It said, “You men at the ‘top’ 
—these lads spend three-quar-
ters of their lives under condi-
tions few of us can imagine or 
even stand. They live hard. They 
work hard. They die hard.”

She set up a petition and 

within days it attracted some 
200 signatures. Hundreds of 
women rallied around her call 
to fight for better conditions on 
the trawlers.

They marched to confront 
bosses with a “Fisherman’s 
Charter”  out l in ing their 
demands.

There were to be full crews 
with radio operators for all 
ships, 12-hourly contacts 
between ships and owners, 
improved safety equipment, 
a “mother ship” with medical 

facilities and better training. 
They also demanded a safety 

rep on each ship, suspension 
of fishing off the northern 
Icelandic coast and the setting 
up of a Royal Commission.

Eventually Lillian and two 
other women were allowed in 
to meet the bosses’ while others 
outside jeered and chanted.

L i l l i a n  e m e r g e d  a n d 
announced, “There’s only one 
way to make these people meet 
us and hear our case and that’s 
by taking action.”

She told reporters, “I’ll be on 
deck tomorrow, checking them 
ships are properly crewed and 
have radio operators on them. 
I’ll jump aboard myself and stop 
them going out of the dock if I 
have to.”

Confidence
The women’s action gave confi-
dence to the fishermen to take 
a stand. The rapid turnover 
of crews and the nervousness 
about raising concerns for fear 
of being replaced meant that 
unionising them was difficult.

The Transport and General 
Workers Union (TGWU) organ-
ised around the docks but the 
Merchant Shipping Acts pre-
vented workers from striking. 

When the women gathered 
on the docks to inspect the 

ships in the morning, workers 
began to speak out.

Three fishermen refused to 
board the St Andronicus, sister 
ship to the lost Romanus. They 
were two brothers aged 18 and 
19, and their stepfather.

They told their TGWU rep-
resentative that they felt the 
life jackets on board were sub 
standard.

They went to confront the 
ship manager who rubbished 
their concerns and said, “You’ve 
got five minutes. Sign on or 
you’ll be replaced.”

The men said, “We won’t 
go.” The rest of the crew backed 
the refusal to leave dock.

A
NOTHER s i s‑
ter ship of the 
Romanus, the 
St Keverne, was 
about to depart. 
One of the crew 

leaned out of the window and 
yelled to Lillian, “We ain’t got 
no radio man!”

Instantly she launched herself 
off the quay and attempted to 
jump on the departing boat. She 
was grabbed and held by eight 
police officers, and was forced 
to watch the crew leave without 
the crucial wireless operator.

But the photos of Lillian 
fighting and being restrained 
by police were front page news. 
Soon word reached her and 
the women that a radio oper-
ator was being sent out to the 
Keverne by motor launch.

The TGWU organised for the 
women to meet Labour gov-
ernment ministers in London. 
Three women were chosen 
to go along with Lillian. They 
were Mary Denness, Yvonne 
Blenkinsop and Chriss ie 
Smallbone, whose nephew 
Robert died on the Romanus.

Chrissie’s older brother Philip 

FIGHTING 
FOR LIVES 
AT SEA
The loss of 58 crew as three trawlers from Hull went down 
in 1968 made Lillian Bilocca and other women fight for 
better conditions for the workers, writes Annette Mackin

was also skipper of a boat called 
the Ross Cleveland. The women 
did not know while they were 
mounting their fight that this 
would be the third boat in as 
many weeks to go down.

On 3 February the boat’s cap-
tain got warning of approach-
ing hurricane-force winds and 
blizzards. When trying to move 
the boat to a safer position, the 
crew were overcome by the 
harsh weather and the boat 
capsized and perished due to 
the icy build-up. 

W
i t n e s s e s 
watched the 
b o a t  s l i p 
f r o m  t h e 
radar, con‑
vinced there 

couldn’t be any survivors. But 
one crew member did survive. 

Harry Eddom’s tale of horror 
as he watched 18 crewmates 
die in the freezing, mountain-
ous seas spurred the wom-
en’s action. When they got 
to London their petition had 
swelled to 10,000 signatures. 
Thousands gathered at King’s 
Cross to welcome them.

At their meeting with min-
isters and union leaders they 
were told that the government 
would meet their demands.

They were promised four 
independent inquiries—one 
for each trawler and one into 
trawler safety generally, a 
safety code for trawlers and 
a fishing ban in the Icelandic 
north cape. The women felt vic-
torious as they returned to Hull.

The fight for workers’ rights 
also chimed in with the radical 
mood on campuses during 
1968. Lillian was asked 
to speak to hundreds of 
students in Hull and 
Glasgow.

But tensions started 
to grow. The bosses 
used the fishing ban to 
divide workers, saying 
the ban meant there 
was no work. Meanwhile 
they had Icelandic boats 
deliver fish to the docks 
to sow resentment.

Lillian remarked at 

student meetings that the fish-
ermen’s no-strike laws should 
be smashed, and said that if 
the government did not stick 
to their promises then the men 
should take action.

The press twisted this into 
her saying the women would 
“persuade” men to strike by 
banning sex.

Blame
Some started to blame Lillian for 
speaking out. An attempt to set 
up a fighting women’s section of 
the TGWU ended in failure.

Lillian was sacked from 
work and blacklisted from the 
industry. The union leaders 
who once backed her and the 
women cooled their attitude 
considerably.

But Lillian remained defi-
ant for the stand she took. A 
mothership, the Orsino, was 
launched in spring 1968. 

It was the biggest lifesaving 
operation ever mounted 

for British fishermen. 
On board was a crew 

of 20 including a 
doctor, a meteorol-

ogist and medical 
equipment.

L i l l ian  was 
among the dock 

w o r k e r s  a n d 
trade unionists who 

witnessed its launch. 
She said, “Never mind 

them calling us silly 
women. This is what 
we have fought for.”

The Kingston 
Peridot was one 
of the trawlers 
that sank (top). 
The weight of 
ice building 
up on a boat’s 
superstructure 
could tip it over 
(above). Lillian 
Bilocca checking 
the ships (below)

Waves three 
times as high as 
the boats would 
crash down 
freezing water

‘‘ 
Harry Eddom survived

WOMEN MARCHED through Hull to confront the trawler bosses

Don’t let our rulers take  
liberties with history 

Ken Olende cuts 
through our rulers’ 
attempts to spin the 
Magna Carta as the 
basis of democratic 
rights in Britain

THE MAGNA Carta’s promise 
of justice for all “free men” 
excluded the majority 
of Medieval England’s 
population, which was 
anything but free.

Our rulers’ celebrate the 
“Great Charter” as the basis 
of freedom in order to push 
the idea that Britain became 
a democracy through legal 
changes. 

In reality, change was won 
through rebellion and civil 
war. 

The Magna Carta came 
out of a feudal barons’ revolt 
against king John 800 years 
ago in 1215. They were 
furious about paying taxes 
to fund the king’s wars in 
France. 

On 15 June, the lords 
forced the king to agree to a 
document limiting his power. 

Reaping 
Royal Mail has issued an 
anniversary stamp showing 
a—presumably free—peasant 
reaping corn above the 
slogan, “Magna Carta 1215—
Foundation of Liberty”. 

It quotes the charter’s 
most famous clause, “No 
free man shall be seized 
or imprisoned…except by 
the lawful judgement of his 
equals or by the law of the 
land.”

This is an important right, 
but it did not apply to more 
than 85 percent of men who 
were not “free”. The only 
mention of women in the 
charter concerns inheritance 
rights for the aristocracy.

Most of the population 
were “serfs” or “villeins”, who 
were attached to their feudal 
lord. Only a tiny number of 
peasants—mostly “sokemen” 
tenants—were regarded as 
“free” and got the benefits.

The section quoted is 
clause 39. It comes after 
many clauses defending the 
privileges of the rich. 

Even the Daily Telegraph 
newspaper has pointed out 
that the charter “offered 

special legal protection for 
the Catholic Church and the 
aristocracy, advocated tax 
breaks for the wealthiest, and 
freed the City of London from 
regulatory oversight.”

King John dropped it six 
months later. It was only 
brought back to gain support 
for the disputed succession of 
his son Henry III. 

In general the charter’s 
details became less and less 
relevant as subsequent kings 
revised it. But in 1354 “no 
free man” was replaced with 

“no man of whatever estate or 
condition he may be”.

England was not a static 
society at this time. Feudal 
lords had governed self-
contained economies. 

But by the 13th century 
trade was spreading and 
towns were growing. These 
changes made kings more 
influential and encroached on 
the lords’ power. 

Magna Carta’s restrictions 
on kingly power came as part 
of this dispute. 

But other events in the late 
Middle Ages played a bigger 
role in winning freedoms for 
the majority of people. 

Wiped 
These even included the Black 
Death in 1348. It wiped out 
up to half the population, 
yet the subsequent labour 
shortage put surviving 
peasants in a much stronger 
position to demand improved 
rights.

The other was the Peasants’ 
Revolt of 1381—also sparked 
by heavy taxation. 

When the peasant leader 
Wat Tyler met the king 
he made real democratic 
demands. 

He argued that “there 
should be no more villeins in 
England, and no serfdom or 
villeinage, but that all men 
should be free and of one 
condition.”

While this revolt was 
savagely put down, fear of 
another was key in getting 
the ruling class to accept the 
end of serfdom. 

So Magna Carta was not 
a document that defined 
society, but that reflected 
bigger changes in society. 

AN ILLUSTRATION of the signing of the Magna Carta

BACK STORY
The Magna Carta was 
signed in June 1215 
lThe charter guaranteed 
some rights for “free men”
lOur rulers want to 
celebrate it as the origin of 
democracy in Britain
lYet over 85 percent of 
men weren’t “free” but were 
serfs tied to feudal lords
lIt only mentioned 
aristocratic women
lIt was an attempt by 
feudal lords to curb the 
king’s growing power

In reality 
freedoms were 
won through 
rebellion and 
civil war 

‘‘ 

ANNIVERSARY 
MAGNA CARTA
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by KEITH FLETT

MORRIS BECKMAN, who has 
died aged 94, will be remembered 
by many as a courageous and 
principled anti-fascist.

He successfully opposed Oswald 
Mosley’s Blackshirts in the years 
immediately after the end of the 
Second World War. And in his 
book The 43 Group he passed on 
to later generations of activists 
the history and knowledge of that 
struggle.

Morris was born in Hackney, 
east London, in 1921 and enlisted 
to fight when the war started in 
1939. Turned down for the RAF, 
he instead became a radio officer 
in the Merchant Navy. 

This was a dangerous job in 
wartime. Ships he was on were 
torpedoed more than once.

Returning to Hackney in 1946 
after the defeat of the Nazis, 
Morris was amazed to find British 
fascists under Mosley openly 
campaigning on the streets.

Attacks on Jewish shops by 
fascists were common, with 
slogans such as “they didn’t burn 
enough of them in Belsen”. 

And swastikas were to be found 
painted in areas such as Dalston 

and Stamford Hill.
Despite protests, the Labour 

home secretary James Chuter Ede 
refused to act and the leadership 
of Jewish organisations backed 
only peaceful protest.

Enraged, in April 1946 Morris 
and others formed the 43 Group in 
Hampstead, north west London, to 
directly confront the fascists.

Most of these 38 men and five 
women were ex-service people 
who had fought in the war. Their 
aim was to disrupt and stop fascist 
meetings.

Intelligence
London black cab drivers provided 
intelligence on where the 
Mosleyites were gathering. 

By 1947 the 43 Group had 
grown to over 1,000 members 
around the country.

Hackney remained a focus, with 
gatherings of many hundreds of 
fascists at Ridley Road market. 
They went to hear Jeffrey Hamm, 
leader of the fascist British League 
of Ex-Serviceman, and others 
including Mosley himself rant 
against the “alien” Jewish menace.

The tactics of the 43 Group 
were to form flying wedges of  
anti-fascists through the crowd. 
They would attack the platform of 

a meeting and cause the police to 
shut it down. 

Over time several thousand 
fascist gatherings were stopped 
in this way. The Group was 

disbanded in 1950, taking the 
view that the immediate task of 
disrupting fascist activity was 
complete. 

However in 1962 a successor 

62 Group was formed in its 
image to deal with the still active 
Mosleyites.

Morris went on to become a 
successful clothes manufacturer 
and author. In his retirement he 
wrote The 43 Group, and other 
books picking up on themes raised 
there. 

But he also recounted his 
post-1945 experiences and the 
successful tactics used to stop 
fascists in that period to audiences 
comprising a new generation of 
anti-fascists.

Determined
When I met Morris to discuss 
successor volumes to the 43 
Group I was struck by someone 
determined to pass on his 
knowledge of fighting fascists and 
the wider movement.

He was still analysing what 
had happened and what was 
happening. This wasn’t in 
the sense of lecturing me but 
discussing as an activist still in the 
fight. He supported Unite Against 
Fascism and spoke at many 
meetings about tactics, strategies 
and ideas.

Morris Beckman’s life stands as 
an inspiration to those continuing 
the fight against fascism now.

Morris Beckman, inspiring anti-fascist

Morris Beckman with his book The 43 Group 
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CAPTION GOES

THE DETAILS

New attacks on schools in the coming education bill
 Ê Less consultation 
for takeovers

SCHOOL GOVERNING bodies 
currently have to consult “those 
they think appropriate” about 
academy conversions.

The new bill means there is no 
requirement for any consultation in 
cases where a school is subject to 
an academy order.

Governing bodies currently have 
a 15-day period to respond to a 
warning notice. The bill would scrap 
this, allowing local authorities to 
determine time periods.

 Ë More powers 
go to the Tories

MORE POWERS to issue warning 
notices or academy orders will be 
transferred from local authorities to 
the education secretary.

The education secretary Nicky 
Morgan would have more powers 
to select and impose academy 
sponsors, and decide the make-up 
of interim executive boards.

She would also have the power 
to terminate the contracts of 
anyone employed by the local 
authority.

 Ì Removal of the 
right to appeal

GOVERNING BODIES’ currently 
have the right to make 
representations against government 
warning notices, which can precede 
academy orders. This right will be 
“removed”. 

 Under proposals in the bill, if 
an academy order is made the 
governing body will have to “work 
towards the school’s successful 
conversion into an academy 
by taking all reasonable steps 
necessary to that end”.

 Í More schools in 
the crosshairs

THE NEW “coasting” definition 
allows the 
government 
to target 
even more 
schools with 
academy 
orders.

It has not 
explained 
what “coasting” 
is.

STUDENTS SUPPORT teachers striking against academies in south London this year                Picture: Sheila amrouche 

‘They want 
to privatise 
everything’

ALASDAIR SMITH is 
national secretary 

of the Anti Academies 
Alliance. He told 
Socialist Worker, “The 
government only has 
one education policy—
privatise everything.”

Alasdair pointed out 
the scale of opposition 
to academies.

“Over the last eight 
years we have supported 
hundreds of groups 
asking for help against 
conversion,” he said. 

“Their usual 
complaint is that 
ideology—that academy 
conversion is good—is 
being forced on them.”

Alasdair stressed that 
resistance will continue.

“Injustice creates 
resistance. Teachers and 
their unions are still 
fighting conversions, 

and in some cases 
striking against them.

“Parents are 
demanding ballots on 
conversion. 

“Last year 
a particularly 
controversial conversion 
at Hove Park school in 
Brighton was halted 
by united parent and 
teacher action.

“We need to target 
this new bill—inside and 
outside parliament. 

“And we’ll need 
to find new ways for 
parents and others to 
get justice.”
antiacademies.org.uk

Protesting against academies

Tories declare plan to extend 
academies scam even further   
The government’s new education bill will strip power from schools, hand over public funds to 
businesses and make bodies even less accountable for their actions, writes Sadie Robinson 
THOUSANDS MORE schools could 
be thrown to private firms under 
ruthless new Tory plans.

The government’s Education and 
Adoption Bill, published last week, 
puts every school in England at risk 
of forced academy status.

It would expand the scope of gov-
ernment academy orders, which 
instruct schools to convert.

It would put more power in the 
hands of the education secretary and 
give less to local authorities. 

And it would put more obstacles in 
the way of anyone who wants to chal-
lenge academy status.

The Tories dress up their attack in 
the name of improving education and 
helping disadvantaged children. 

In reality academies are a scam to 
transfer huge amounts of wealth from 
public to private hands.

The government funds acade-
mies—and as the Department for 
Education admits, its bill is “likely 
to result in an increase in public 
spending”. 

Control
But academy schools are run by pri-
vate businesses, charities or federa-
tions. Parents and others have less 
democratic control over them.

Academies can employ unquali-
fied teachers on lower pay. They have 
more “flexibility” on setting’ pay and 
conditions—and on selecting pupils.

The Tories say they will focus their 
academy orders on “failing” schools 
or those that fall into a new, as yet 
undefined, category of “coasting”.

All of this is rubbish. There’s no 
evidence that academies improve 
education. 

Some 46 percent of academies 
are currently classed as “failing” 
by Ofsted. If academy status is the 

solution to everything, what’s the 
solution for them?

And in reality the Tories will be 
able to use this bill to target any 
school they like. Campaigners have 
long argued that schools’ inspector-
ate Ofsted is being used as a politi-
cal tool to drive through privatisation.

At Downhills primary school in 
Haringey, north London, Ofsted in 

October 2011 said the school had 
a “clear trend of improvement” 
and children’s Sats results were 
improving.

The then education secretary 
Michael Gove wanted the school to 
become an academy.

Ofsted returned to inspect the 
school in January 2012 and it was 
redefined as failing.  This allowed the 

government to get rid of the govern-
ing body, impose an interim execu-
tive board (IEB) and begin academy 
conversion.

The Tories once defended acad-
emies by talking up the “parental 
choice” they offered. 

If they get away with this attack, a 
privately-run, less accountable school 
will be the only choice on offer.

Education secretary Nicky Morgan

Socialist Worker  13 June 2015
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FIRE SERVICE

Essex FBU ready to strike
ESSEX FIREFIGHTERS and 
control room workers in the 
FBU union were set to strike 
this Saturday and Sunday 
over huge cuts to staff.

Fire bosses want rid of at 
least 179 firefighters—more 
than a 25 percent reduction in 
crews immediately available to 
respond to emergency calls.

The cuts will mean longer 
waiting times for fire crews 
to arrive. Firefighters are 
increasingly putting their lives 

on the line when they know 
they should wait for the full 
rescue team to arrive. 

Control room workers will 
be striking over cuts to staff 
and an unworkable new IT 
mobilising system, which sends 
fire appliances to emergencies. 
It has crashed and isn’t 
expected to be back online 
until November.
lSend messages of support 
to EssexFBU on Twitter and to 
essexfbu@live.co.uk

IN BRIEF 

National student 
protests called
THE STUDENT Assembly 
Against Austerity is to hold a 
protest for free education and 
an end to student poverty in 
London on 28 October.

And the National 
Campaign against Fees and 
Cuts has called a demo 
for free education on 18 
November, which is also set 
to take place in London.

Climate campaign 
to lobby parliament
THE CAMPAIGN against 
Climate Change (CCC) held 
its annual general meeting 
last Saturday.

CCC is preparing for a 
lobby of parliament on 17 
June and mass mobilisations 
around the international 
climate change talks in Paris 
this December.

Suzanne Jeffery was elected 
as the new chair of CCC.

Protest against the 
richest council cuts
AROUND 50 protesters 
marched from Ladbroke 
Grove to the Holland Park 
opera house in west London 
on Tuesday of last week. They 
oppose cuts including the 
closure of Maxilla Nursery.

The Mock The Opera 
march was called to highlight 
Kensington and Chelsea 
council’s subsidies to the 
opera. It is the richest 
council in Britain, but is 
cutting services for its poorer 
residents.

Barnsley marches 
against austerity
NEARLY 50 people joined an 
angry protest against cuts 
outside Barnsley town hall on 
Thursday of last week. 

Parents from the 
Worsbrough Common Rising 
Stars Children’s centre, who 
are fighting massive cuts to 
their centre, also came.

Parent Scott Ireland 
said, “These cuts will be 
devastating for our centre.”

Don’t let racists 
whip up division
SHEFFIELD UNITE Against 
Fascism (UAF) has called a 
public meeting in opposition 
to racists’ attempts to use the 
child abuse scandal to whip 
up division.

The meeting has been 
organised for Friday of this 
week. Speakers include 
Unite Against Fascism joint 
secretary Weyman Bennett 
and Labour MP for Sheffield 
Heeley Louise Haigh.
lFri 12 Jun, 7pm, United 
Reform Church, Sheffield S1 2JB

Probation officers 
set for walkout
SOME 4,300 probation 
workers in England and Wales 
were set to strike on Thursday 
of this week. They are Unison 
union members. It follows a 
73 percent strike vote over 
bosses’ pay offer for 2014.

Hundreds join Sheku 
Bayoh’s funeral march
by CARLO MORELLI 

OVER 300 people attended 
the funeral march for Sheku 
Bayoh last Sunday. 

Sheku died after being 
restrained by police in 
Kirkcaldy, Fife, on 3 May. 

His family demand answers 
to the most basic of questions. 

Five weeks on, his death 
certificate states his death 
was “unascertained” because 
the nine police officers 
involved have failed to make 
statements.

Last week’s Sunday Herald 
newspaper ran a front page 
titled, “Cover Up?”

Sheku’s brother in law, Ade 
Johnson, said the campaign is 
asking why the family was lied 
to in the hours after his death. 

It is also asking why the 
police officers have not 
been suspended pending 
investigation of the death. 

And it is demanding 
a law change so that the 
Public Investigation Review 
Commission has powers to 
demand cooperation from the 
police.

This case is a key test for 
the Scottish government and 
the Scottish National Party’s 
attitude to human rights. 

If the centralisation of the 
regional police forces into one 
body, Police Scotland, is to 
be accountable for deaths in 
police custody then the law 
will need to be changed to 
grant powers to order police 
officers to give evidence. 

The family’s fight for justice 
continues.
lSee Justice For Sheku Ahmed 
Tejan Bayoh on Facebook. 
shekubayohrip@gmail.com

HUNDREDS JOINED a funeral procession for Sheku Bayoh last Sunday       Picture: Arthur Nicoll

Wigan Hovis jobs ‘at risk’
SOME 48 workers at the 
Hovis bakery in Wigan 
are being threatened 
with redundancy. 

Bosses announced that 
they would put jobs “at risk” 
as part of plans to reduce 
production at the bakery.

Bfawu union members 
won a battle against zero 
hours contracts at the 
bakery in 2013. It is the only 
Hovis site that has been 
targeted for redundancies.

Bfawu regional secretary 
Geoff Atkinson told Socialist 
Worker it’s an attack on the 
union—although he did not 
believe it had come from 
management at Wigan.

Geoff said, “We would 
say this is punishment 
to get back at us.”

The union were set to 
meet with management 
to discuss the threatened 
redundancies as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

DEATHS IN CUSTODY

CONFERENCE

Workers debate alternative
THE ANNUAL conference of 
food workers’ union Bfawu 
took place this week.

Debates reflected a 
wider discussion about 
trade unions’ relationship 
to the Labour Party and 
how to fight austerity after 
the Tory election victory.

Delegates supported 
endorsing Jeremy Corbyn 
for Labour leader. Bfawu 
president Ian Hodson 
said, “If you believe that 
the Labour Party needs 
to change—then Jeremy 
Corbyn is the symbol of 
the change at the top of 
the party and the change 
in the rest of the party 

which we all want to see.”
Lorna McKinnon, from 

Glasgow, welcomed Corbyn’s 
candidacy. But she also 
agreed with the need for a 
left alternative. She said, 
“I support Jeremy Corbyn, 
but is that going to bring 
radical change for the whole 
of the Labour Party?”

Delegates showed 
solidarity with victimised 
PCS union rep Candy Udwin. 
They reaffirmed support 
for the Fast Food Rights 
campaign and agreed to 
affiliate to Stand Up to Ukip.
Nick Clark
lExtended report online 
socialistworker.co.uk
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HOUSING

Join housing crisis summit
LANDLORDS, COUNCILS and 
developers are lining up for 
more attacks on housing after 
the Tories’ latest proposals. 

No tenants are allowed 
into a summit of developers 
and landowners in north 
London this week. They will be 
protesting outside instead. 

Housing campaigns, trade 

unions and other organisations 
were set to come together this 
Saturday in central London to 
organise the fightback.
lTenants and housing summit 
Saturday 13 June,  
11am-4.30pm,  
Bloomsbury Baptist Church, 
London, WC2H 8EP 
defendcouncilhousing.org.uk

ANTI-WAR

AROUND 400 activists 
attended the Confronting a 
World at War conference last 
Saturday in central London 
organised by the Stop the 
War Coalition (StW).

Speakers included Tariq 
Ali and Medea Benjamin 
from Code Pink, the anti-
war campaign in the US. 

StW chair and left Labour 

MP Jeremy Corbyn’s bid 
to be Labour leader was 
cheered when announced. 

Workshops included 
debates on Confronting 
Islamophobia, Ukraine 
and Nato, Palestine and 
migration and war.  
lJoin the anti-war bloc on the 
20 June People’s Assembly 
march against austerity

HABIB “PAPS” ULLAH

‘Breathtaking’ changes to cops’ story
by ANNETTE MACKIN

FIVE COPS who stopped and 
searched a man who later 
died made “breathtaking” 
changes to their account of 
the incident, a disciplinary 
hearing has been told.

Habib “Paps” Ullah died in 
High Wycombe in 2008, one 
and half hours after the car he 
was travelling in was stopped 
by police. 

The actions of five officers 
during the incident and after 
his death was heard in the 
disciplinary hearing last week. 
It is one of a handful of such 
hearings to be held in public.

Thames Valley coppers 
DS Jason Liles, DC Richard 
Bazeley, and PCs Kate 
Granger, Chris Pomery and 
Howard Wynne are accused 
of gross misconduct. All five 
are accused of removing 

crucial information in draft 
statements from accounts later 
given to the police watchdog.  

Liles is also accused of 
gross misconduct in relation to 
slapping Habib on the back.

At the hearing Gerard Boyle, 
presenting the case against the 
officers, said, “The nature and 
extent of the amendments and 
deletions these five officers 
made to their statements 
were on a breathtaking scale 
... Literally from beginning to 
end, almost every facet of their 
interaction with Mr Ullah and 
the other occupants of the car 
was amended in some form.”

The hearing is scheduled to 
last until Monday of next week.

MARK DUGGAN

SOME 300 people attended 
a meeting in Tottenham, 
north London, to discuss 
the role of the Met police’s 
Operation Trident in the 
killing of Mark Duggan. 
It was called by The 
Monitoring Group and 
Tottenham Rights.

Mark’s aunt Carole 
Duggan said the family had 
“ample evidence” the police 
had misled the 2013 inquest 
into his death. 

Speakers including Janet 
Alder and Marcia Rigg 
discussed police corruption 
and lack of accountability.

JORDAN BEGLEY

JORDAN BEGLEY became 
“unresponsive” seconds after 
he was Tasered, hit with 
“distraction strikes” and 
restrained by armed police 
officers, an inquest has heard.

Jordan died in hospital 
after being hit with a stun gun 
when police were called to his 
home in Manchester during a 
row with neighbours.

The inquest heard at least 
11 police officers went to the 
scene after Jordan’s mother 
Dorothy dialled 999 to say her 
son was involved in a row with 
neighbours and had grabbed 
a knife.

PC Andrew Moore said that 
when officers arrived Jordan 
held his hands out to show 
he did not have a knife, but 
he had assumed a “fighting 
stance”.

Moore said PC Terrence 
Donnelly Tasered Jordan, who 
fell to the ground. 

He was then hit with 
“distraction strikes” as police 
tried to restrain him. 

These are open handed 
slaps to the back.

Moore said when police 
cuffed and brought him to his 
feet, Jordan was unresponsive.

The inquest continues.

Fighting for justice
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FURTHER EDUCATION

College caterers face cuts  
THE UNISON union has 
called on Scottish National 
Party (SNP) leader Nicola 
Sturgeon to intervene 
and stop compulsory 
redundancies at Kelvin 
College in Glasgow.

The SNP promised that its 
college mergers programme 
would not lead to compulsory 
redundancies. 

But that is exactly what 
13 catering workers at the 
college are facing.

This is despite the fact 
the newly merged college 
managed to find £700,000 in 
redundancy payouts for just 
three managers.

And the catering firm, 
multinational Elior, has 
extracted over £110,000 
from the publicly funded 
college because it wasn’t 
making enough money.

It also trousered another 
£108,000 after bosses 
cancelled the contract.

Socialist Worker  13 June 2015

PORTERS

NHS porters call on SNP 
to follow up on promises
STRIKING Dundee hospital 
porters have called on 
the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) to live up to 
promises and intervene to 
resolve their pay dispute.

The porters from 
Ninewells and Royal 
Victoria hospitals are in the 
tenth week of an all-out 
strike. They are demanding 
to be put on a higher pay 
grade, the same as other 
NHS employed porters in 
Scotland, and receive back 
pay owed to them.

“We’re only fighting for 
what we deserve,” porters’ 
Unite union rep Ronnie 
Heeney told Socialist 
Worker.

Ronnie questioned the 
SNP’s role in the dispute 
so far. Local MSP Shona 

Robison is also the Scottish 
health minister. 

“The SNP say they are 
an anti-austerity party but 
look at us here on low pay,” 
Ronnie said. 

Porters’ representatives 
attended talks last week 
at the Scottish Terms and 
Conditions Committee 
(Stac) to put their case. 

NHS Tayside HR director 
George Doherty claimed 
the Stac decision would 
be binding and resolve the 
dispute but Ronnie said this 
wasn’t true.

He said, “We have agreed 
that Stac can have a look 
and give an opinion—but 
its decision will not be 
binding.” 

Stac is expected to give 
its verdict by 12 June.

London Met strikers 
call for united action
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS IN the UCU and 
Unison unions at London 
Metropolitan University 
struck together on Thursday 
of last week in a row over 
redundancies.

Bosses at the university 
want to impose compulsory 
redundancies that threaten 
165 jobs.

The walkout follows a suc-
cessful 24-hour strike by UCU 
members last month.

Max Watson is secretary 
of Unison at London Met. He 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
strike shut down the univer-
sity’s switchboard for the first 
time in 27 years.

“ I t  usua l ly  rece ives 
between 700 and 2,000 calls 
a day. The strike has been 
solid and I’m really pleased 
with the turnout.”

Solid
Unison striker Claire added, 
“It’s been heartening. Many 
people who often stay at 
home during strikes were on 
the picket lines today. I’ve 
been overwhelmed by how 
solid the strike is.”

Workers plan to take fur-
ther action—which could 
include a marking boycott 
and more strikes.

They are demanding no 
compulsory redundancies. 
But some argued that this is 

only part of the battle.
As UCU striker David put 

it, “We want no compulsory 
redundancies but really we 
want no cuts at all. If people 
take voluntary redundancies 
it leaves more work for those 
left behind.”

He also argued that unions 
should link up struggles to 
strengthen the fight. “Let’s 
fight with the other colleges 
around the country and let’s 
win,” he told the rally.

A group of strikers from 

the National Gallery joined 
the rally, along with victim-
ised PCS union rep Candy 
Udwin.

Candy got a great recep-
tion when she told the rally, 
“We haven’t got any choice 
but to fight. We need to look 
at how we make sure we get 
some victories.

“ W e  n e e d  n a t i o n a l 
action—so we should call on 
our unions to call it.”

London Met s tudent 
Barbara explained why 

students should get behind 
the strikes. “This univer-
sity caters for many women 
returning to study after 
having children and many 
black students,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

Several colleges across 
London plan to str ike 
together against the cuts later 
this month.

Workers should demand 
their union leaders unite the 
fights and call the kind of 
action that can win.

EDUCATION

EIS CONFERENCE

 Teachers tell of high stress
ANGER AT rising 
workloads and budget cuts 
punctuated almost every 
speech at the EIS Scottish 
education union’s annual 
conference last week.

But there was a 
feeling that things had 
worsened since last year’s 
conference due to a lack 
of effective action. 

The implementation of 
the new Curriculum for 
Excellence was attacked as 
a “bureaucratic nightmare” 
of “infernal assessments”. 

Teachers are “stressed oot 
wur nut,” said one South 
Lanarkshire delegate. 

Motions were passed 
calling for urgent action 
“up to and including 
industrial action” over 
pay, cuts and workloads. 

Charlotte Ahmed from 
Glasgow told of colleagues 
wanting to resign due 
to the pressure from 
cuts on the service. 

Moving a motion that 
included a call for strikes she 
argued, “It is urgently time 
to act as a trade union.”

Just before the conference 
the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) education minister 
Angela Constance attacked 
teachers over a decline in 
literacy and numeracy.

EIS general secretary 
Larry Flanagan pointed 
out that the SNP has cut 
4,000 teachers and failed to 
deliver its manifesto promise 
of smaller class sizes.
Raymie Kiernan
lFor a longer report go to 
socialistworker.co.uk

EDUCATION ROUND-UP

THE UCU and Unison unions 
are consulting their members 
in higher education on a pay 
offer.  
    The offer is for 1 percent, 
and for slightly higher 
for lower paid workers in 
Unison.  
    The UCU is recommending 
rejection while Unison said 
the offer is “the best that can 
be achieved by negotiation”.  
    Workers should fight for 
a higher rise that makes up 
for years of below-inflation 
pay deals and freezes.

nWORKERS were celebrating 
at the University of Warwick 

last week after bosses 
scrapped a plan to use 
a controversial scheme 
TeachHigher.  
    The scheme would have 
seen teaching and research 
workers employed on hourly 
paid contracts.  
    Warwick UCU union had 
planned a protest on the 
campus against casualisation 
on Friday of this week.  
    Activists will now hold 
an assembly instead to 
discuss how to take the fight 
forward.
lGo to National Assembly: 
Against Casualisation on 
Facebook

LONDON MET strikers at their rally on Thursday of last week Picture: SocialiSt Worker

TRANSPORT

Reject Network Rail offer
THE RMT union has 
announced it will recommend 
its members accept a 
new offer from Network 
Rail bosses. It begins a 
national ballot this week.

The union suspended 
national strikes twice 
after bosses made minor 
improvements to an offer. 

The dispute also involves 
the TSSA and Unite unions.

Strikes could win a better 
deal than a 2 percent pay rise 
for 2015 and a 2016 rise equal 
to the RPI rate of inflation in 
November this year. 

RPI is currently less than 
1 percent. 

Bosses have made clear that 
the new offer “must be offset 
through agreed efficiencies”, 
or cuts.

The new deal also gives 
no further guarantees on 
protecting jobs beyond the end 
of 2016.

Workers should reject the 
deal.

nRMT UNION members 
at TransPennine Express 
working as conductors at 
Cleethorpes and Sheffield, 
South Yorkshire, struck 
last Sunday to demand the 
reinstatement of a colleague. 

nCLEANERS WORKING for 
facilities company Interserve 
on Docklands Light Railway 
walked out on Monday and 
Tuesday of this week over 
pay and working conditions.

The workers are members of 
the RMT union. 

nTUBE WORKERS’ unions, 
Aslef, RMT and TSSA, are 
balloting to strike against 
bosses’ latest pay offer and 
the implementation of new 
conditions for the Night 
Tube. Workers are resisting 
anti-social hours and worse 
conditions.  
    All unions are expected to 
declare their results by the end 
of the month.

GMB CONFERENCE

Delegates slam Tory attacks
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS  
in Dublin

THE TORIES’ assault on 
workers and Labour’s 
election defeat dominated 
the GMB union’s annual 
conference in Dublin this 
week. 

It slammed the Tories’ 
attacks on trade unionists’ 
right to strike. 

Pat Duffy from Scotland 
said, “I joined the union in 
the 1960s. I went on strike 
when I had cause to.”

Fighting against 
scapegoating of migrants 
and racist Ukip ran through 
discussions, with delegates 
condemning attempts to 
divide workers.

Regrettably congress 
voted in favour of the 
leadership statement 
endorsing fracking. Delegates 
were concerned about 
fracking’s destruction of the 
environment, but backed the 
leadership’s position.
lFor more on GMB congress 
go to socialistworker.co.uk
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  CLOSE DOWN  
 YARL’S WOOD
An angry protest at the notorious Yarl’s Wood detention centre last Saturday 
showed solidarity with women detainees stuck inside, reports Ken Olende 
SECTIONS OF the outer 
fence of  Yar l ’s  Wood 
immigration detention cen-
tre were torn down last 
Saturday, as some 700 
people protested outside to 
demand its closure.

Protesters had gathered at 
the gate of the centre, located 
near Bedford.

They marched around the 
perimeter to a place where 
the detained women inside 
could hear them chanting.

Many shook the outer 
fence until sections of it came 
down.

Protesters and detainees 
joined in cheers. Chants of 
“shut it down” echoed around 
the fields which surround 
Yarl’s Wood.

One woman came to the 
demonstration with Women 
Asylum Seekers Together.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“This is the first time I’ve 
actually seen Yarl’s Wood. 
Whatever they call it, it’s just 
a prison.

“Seeking asylum is not 
a crime. We should be pro-
tected and treated with 
dignity. But people are 
detained and forced to live 
in fear.

“I have friends who jump 
every time they hear a car 
door outside because they 
think it is people coming to 
detain them again.”

Banners
Women inside heard the 
chanting and shouted back, 
holding homemade banners 
out of the tiny windows.

Yarl’s Wood is the main 
centre for holding women 
refugees whose claims have 
not been accepted.

The centre, run by private 
security firm Serco, holds 
around 400 women. A few 
men and boys are also held 
in a small family centre.

Detainees are forced to 
stay there as they await 
appeals or deportation as 
“failed asylum seekers”. 

Women For Refugee 
Women called last Saturday’s 

Set Her Free protest. A range 
of organisations backed it 
including Liberty and the 
Movement for Justice.

Coaches  came f rom 
Manchester, Birmingham and 
London.

Detainees inside organised 

their own parallel protest. 
One wrote on the Detained 
Voices website, “The protest-
ing was amazing! I enjoyed 
every single moment.

“That was the time to let 
that anger out and put for-
ward the craving for freedom.

“Yarl’s Wood is such a 
confinement and a depress-
ing place that detainees were 
hoping protesters would 
break the gate so we could 
escape.

“Some had their bags 
ready just in case.

“I am sure what we did will 
not be a waste.”

Sophie  Radice  f rom 
Women for Refugee Women, 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 

She said, “Today’s pro-
test comes out of a year and 
a half of campaigning. We 
have produced two reports 
on how people are treated in 
Yarl’s Wood. 

“The second one covered 
the very inhumane treatment 
of the women inside by the 
staff.

Undercover
“This led to us being involved 
in Channel 4’s news pro-
gramme with undercover 
filming inside. After that we 
felt that the issue was getting 
a national response. 

“A lot of detainees them-
selves told us it was time to 
call a demonstration.

“We will carry on cam-
paigning and coming here.”

Sophie is angry at the 
government’s plan to make 
anyone who wants to appeal 
against a decision to deport 
them wait until after they 
have been sent back to the 
country they fled.

“It’s frankly inhuman. It’s 
against the whole ethos of 
asylum,” she said

Protester Robbie Islam 
said, “Everyone has a right to 
be safe. This country always 
says it has a great record of 
helping vulnerable people. 

“Well they should shut 
down places like this to prove 
it.”

Human rights barrister 
Helena Kennedy, head of 
Liberty Shami Chakrabarti 
and Green Party leader 
Natalie Bennett were among 
the speakers who addressed 
a rally at the start of the 
protest. 

Other speakers included 
celebrities Juliet Stevenson 
and Josie Long.

The Movement for Justice 
has called a follow-up dem-
onstration on 8 August.
Go to refugeewomen.co.uk and 
Twitter hashtag #SetHerFree

 MED CRISIS
Politicians’ 
hypocrisy 
risks lives
THE government’s recent 
self-congratulation 
over its role in rescuing 
migrants in the 
Mediterranean Sea is 
entirely hypocritical. 

The media has 
been full of news that 
HMS Bulwark has 
rescued 2,700 people.

Defence secretary 
Michael Fallon flew out 
to the ship last weekend 
to praise its role.

He said, “We must 
go after the root cause 
and the trafficking gangs 
who are making money 
out of human misery.”

And last week David 
Cameron claimed, “The 
vast majority in the 
Mediterranean are not 
asylum seekers, but 
people seeking a better 
life.”

Socialist Worker 
thinks people have 

the right to come here 
whatever the reason. But 
Cameron’s claim isn’t 
true.

According to Amnesty 
International refugees 
from Eritrea and Syria 
make up 46 percent of 
the number.

The government 
argues that the problem 
is people traffickers, not 
the horrific conditions 
that push people to risk 
their lives.

Britain spent months 
refusing to take part in 
rescues. 

This was partly 
because the government 
claimed they encouraged 
more people to come. 

But people were still 
desperate enough to 
come even when they 
knew there was little 
hope of rescue.

Over 50,000 people 
have been rescued by 
European Union (EU) 
boats since April.

HUNDREDS OF angry 
protesters descended on 
Yarl’s Wood detention 
centre last Saturday 
demanding it be closed. 
Some of the mainly 
women detainees have 
suffered abuse at the 
centre, near Bedford 
 Pictures: Guy smallman

David Cameron—wrong
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