
 RESIST
 REBEL
 REVOLT

MARCH THIS SATURDAY
CENTRAL LONDON & GLASGOW (co-organised by STUC)

thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

TENS OF thousands of 
people will take to the 
streets this Saturday in a 
howl of rage against the 
Tories.

The toffs have wasted 
no time in launching new 
attacks on ordinary people 
since they won the general 
election.

They’ve declared class 
war. We should do the 
same—and build the kind 
of resistance that can kick 
this rich, racist rabble out.
>>>turn to pages 3 and 4

 TORIES ARE FILTH

 PATIENCE RUNNING OUT IN 
THE GREEK CRISIS

Panos Garganas in Athens argues 
workers can beat the bullying bankers
>>Page  8

Judith Orr argues against 
endorsing the European Union 
>>Pages  12&13

 Migrants speak out on the
 European Union’s attacks on 
 refugees  >>Pages 10&11
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lNO ONE knows for certain 
where the Edstone is, or 

whether it exists or has been 
pulverised. But Lord Ashcroft has 
made a tentative step towards 
preserving this historic item for the 
nation, saying that that if Labour 
would care to auction it, he would 
start the bidding at £100,000.

Troublemaker offers 50p.

 Decades of terror collusion  
 in Northern Ireland revealed
THE ROLE of the British 
government in supporting 
death squads in Northern 
Ireland was shown in a 
documentary broadcast 
in the Irish Republic this 
week.

Former Special Branch 
head Raymond White said 
he personally asked the 
Thatcher administration for 
a legal framework for the 
handling of agents within 
paramilitary groups.

He said the attitiude 
was “‘carry on, but don’t 
get caught’. Is that fair 
comment?”

The documentary also 
f ea tu red  c l a ims  f rom 
a member of the gang 
responsible for the Dublin/
Monaghan bombings in 
1974 that the intention was 
to foment a civil war.

Former Northern Ireland 
police chief constable Hugh 

Orde said a former head 
of the army’s secret Force 
Research Unit (FRU), Gordon 
Kerr, should have been put 
on trial.

Kerr went on to run secret 
military squads in Iraq. The 
FRU recruited and ran agents 
within paramilitary organisa-
tions during the Troubles. 

In 1987 Kerr recruited 
former soldier Brian Nelson 
as an agent. Nelson’s job was 
to infiltrate the loyalist terror 
group UDA.

Kerr regarded Nelson as 
his jewel in the crown.

For the next three years 
Nelson colluded with murder 
gangs. 

Bel fast  so l ic i tor  Pat 
Finucane was one of those 
killed.

In a prison journal Nelson 
claimed that Kerr had sug-
gested that the UDA should 
carry out a bomb attack on 
an oil refinery in Southern 
Ireland.
Go to tinyurl.com/nekp59u

lTORY MINISTER Anna Soubry 
claimed the cost of delivering 

Remembrance Day poppy wreaths to 
constituents to honour the war dead on 
her behalf. She was veterans minister at 
the time and claimed £14.54 for travel 
expenses for the 32.3-mile trip last 
November.

Soubry was on a salary of £98,740 
when the trip was made.

Arise Sir Kenny and 
Labour’s Progress
LABOUR’S Andy Burnham’s 
campaign team moved 
to their shiny new office 
on Victoria Street, where 
Blairite organisation 
Progress used to be based.

Burnham won’t feel 
too homesick —he used 
to be the organisation’s 
vice chair. They were, 
however, quite surprised 
to find out who had also 
just moved in a few floors 
below them—Liz 
Kendall’s campaign 
team. Kendall is 
current head of 
the think tank. 

l A STRIKE by 
Royal Parks 

was cancelled 
last Friday. The 
workers will 

no doubt be cheered that 
her majesty rewarded 
GMB union general 
secretary Paul Kenny 
with a knighthood. 

It was for services 
to trade unionism. 

In 2013 he criticised 
the Labour leadership 
as “the people who 
brought us the cash for 
honours scandals”.

The GMB gave £7.5 
million to Labour 
after backing 
Ed Miliband.

The Tories are 
hardly in a 
position to 
criticise—
the list also 
contains 

four Tory 
donors.

The cops won’t say 
if they are spying 
MORE THAN 20 fake 
phone towers, which 
indiscriminately hoover 
up information from 
phones, have been 
found active in London.

It’s unclear who 
is operating them.

The Stingrays, also 
known as IMSI 
catchers, work 
by tricking 
phones into 
think that 
they’re phone 
masts. 

When phones 
connect to them, 
they are able 
to pick up all 
of the data 
that is flowing 
through them. 

But the people using 
them would have no idea 
that it is happening.

The Metropolitan 
Police was reported in 
2009 to have bought 
some Stingrays.

The Met would not 
confirm or deny that it  
 was using  

  the 
technology.

It said 
that it 
wouldn’t 
comment 

because “the 
only people 

who benefit are 
the other side”.

Lest we forget

A phone mast?

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Keeps me awake 
at night’
Johann Rupert, the owner of 
jewellery firm Cartier, told a 
Business of Luxury Summit his 
fear of the poor rising up

‘To demonstrate 
our desire never 
to win again, 
Islington’s 
Jeremy Corbyn 
is now a Labour 
leadership 
candidate’
Labour MP John Mann shows 
some solidarity 

‘Go home, Labour 
Party, you’re 
drunk’
Blairite Paul Richards joins in 

‘You have as 
a symbol the 
twisted cross: 
the saltire or the 
swastika’
Right wing historian David 
Starkey likens the Scottish 
National Party to the Nazis

‘Differently 
shaped tear 
ducts’
Tory London mayor Boris 
Johnson explains why women 
cry more than men

‘Moving the deck 
chairs on the 
titanic’
What Revitalise Scottish 
Labour blog said about Jim 
Murphy’s reforms

THE SECRET Force Research Unit

ALL RISE

70%
of job offers in elite law, 
accountancy and financial 
services firms that go 
to former pupils of fee 
paying schools

5%
of the population that 
attend fee paying schools
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Bosses’ pay 
still going up
FATCAT BOSSES are 
earning on average 
149 times more than 
workers. The widening 
pay gap between top chief 
executives and workers 
has reached “astonishing” 
levels, said a study. 

Bosses of the 100 
biggest stockmarket-
listed companies 
earned 149 times more 
than their average 
employee last year. 

In 2009 it was 120 
times. The widest gap 
is between advertising 
agency chief Sir Martin 
Sorrell and his staff. 

His £42.9 million 
pay is 810 times his 
average worker’s, said 
the High Pay Centre.

How much does 
Tony Blair cost?  
TONY BLAIR’S security 
detail to follow him 
around the world costs 
us £16,000 a week.

He is visiting up to 
five countries a week 
with a team of police.

Blair, his advisers and 
consultants cost some 
£57 million in salaries 
and expenses over 
four years. That is the 
equivalent of £350,000 
for each of his staff.

When asked if Blair ever 
stayed in British embassies 
on his jaunts, Foreign Office 
minister Tobias Ellwood 
said, “The information 
is not held centrally and 
can only be collated at 
disproportionate cost.”

The Chilcot inquiry 
into the Iraq war has 
yet to be published. 

Paul Kenny



IN BRIEF
Police officers 
‘helped abusers’
COPS KNEW about child 
abuse in Rotherham, South 
Yorkshire, but refused to 
intervene according to a BBC 
Panorama programme. 

Lisa, not her real name, 
was abused by men in the 
town when she was 12 years 
old. She said her abusers 
knew they could “cover their 
tracks because they said 
plenty of times that certain 
police officers would help 
them”.

Boris Johnson 
fire betrayal
LONDON MAYOR Boris 
Johnson has double-crossed 
firefighters over the return 
of 13 fire appliances taken 
during the pension strike for 
use by scabs. 

The Fire Brigades’ Union 
(FBU) was promised their 
return, but Johnson issued a 
“mayoral direction” this week 
reversing this.

Belfast equal 
marriage march
UP TO 20,000 people 
marched through Belfast 
on Saturday of last week to 
demand the right to equal 
marriage in Northern Ireland. 

The protest was organised 
by the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions, Amnesty and 
the Rainbow project. 

Three million 
want more work
MILLIONS OF people with 
jobs can’t get enough work. 

Official figures show that 
3.3 million people in Britain 
are working fewer hours than 
they want to. 

Osborne toasts bankers 
with more austerity for us
by DAVE  SEWELL

TORY CHANCELLOR George 
Osborne showered bankers and 
fat cats with giveaways last week, 
announcing big selloffs at low 
prices.

He revealed at the Lord Mayor’s 
Dinner for Bankers and Merchants of 
the City on Wednesday of last week 
that another £750 million worth of 
Royal Mail shares had gone on sale 
overnight.

He sold off 70 percent of the com-
pany in 2013 at prices undervalued 
by up to £6 billion. This is half of the 
rest—with the remaining 15 percent 
soon to follow.

This new privatisation could be 
dire news for postal workers, whose 
CWU union was set to hold a national 
reps meeting at the TUC headquar-
ters in London this Friday. 

But for Osborne it was just the 
beginning.

In the same speech at London’s 
Mansion House, he said the govern-
ment was ready to sell off the bank 
RBS to private investors. It was part 
nationalised during the 2008 crash to 
stop it going bankrupt. 

Now he wants to sell it back to 
private firms. At current share prices 
that would mean an eye-watering 
loss of £13 billion of public money.

Enshrine
And he pledged to enshrine cuts and 
privatisation in law. His new bill 
would commit future governments to 
a budget surplus—spending less than 
they raise in tax, in order to elimi-
nate debt.

Osborne wheeled out the well-worn 
but misleading comparison between 
government debt and household debt 
to try and make this seem like common 
sense. He said, “We must act now to fix 
the roof while the sun is shining.”

But government debt can last for 

decades with little measurable effect. 
Britain’s government only paid off its 
First World War loans in March of 
this year. 

And what happens to it depends 
on what happens to the economy, 
including things governments have 
little control over.

Osborne knows this better than 
anyone. He came to office promising 
to slash government debt, but ended 
up pushing it up from £975 billion to 
£1.48 trillion.

With the rise projected to con-
tinue, if Osborne meant his law liter-
ally he’d have to jail himself.

But what he’s really doing is 
making his austerity agenda perma-
nent. That means more attacks on 
welfare, public services and on the 
jobs, pay and conditions of those who 
work in them.

More
New government figures set for 
full release next month show that 
Britain has cut more government 
spending per person since 2009 
than almost any other advanced 
economy.

Only Greece, Ireland and Spain—
bound to austerity by European bail-
out programmes—cut more. Osborne 
rolled back spending more than seven 
times faster than the average of the 
OECD group of rich nations—more 
even than Portugal, also embroiled 
in bailouts.

After five years of this the NHS is 
at breaking point. More than a mil-
lion people rely on food banks—and 
the suicide rate is rising after two 
decades of going down.

Letting Osborne get away with it 
for another five years doesn’t bear 
thinking about.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Inquest told cop turned away
THE FATHER of two teenage victims 
of the Hillsborough football disaster 
told an inquest that police ignored 
his pleas for help. Sarah and Vicki 
Hicks died after a crush in pens 3 
and 4 at the Sheffield stadium in 
1989, aged 19 and 15.

Their father Trevor was next to 
pen 3. He told the court 
that he shouted to police 
to do something but this 
“wasn’t going anywhere”.

Fan Paul Hand told the 
court he saw two girls who 
were “very distressed”.

In his 1989 statement 
Paul said, “We shouted at 
the police officer on the 
track around the pitch. He 
was standing right in front 
of us and looking at us.

“People were shouting at him to 
get the girls out, but he didn’t do 
anything. He just walked away.”

Former police officer Peter 
McGuinness gave evidence. He 
helped put Vicki in an ambulance. 
He said, “I have a strong sense 
that we were optimistic of the best 

outcome for Vicki.”
Trevor said he didn’t 

know if he saw any signs 
of life from his daughters. 
He said, “I have to say 
what McGuinness said 
yesterday—as far as I was 
concerned, they hadn’t 
gone.”

The inquests continue.
Sadie Robinson
For a longer version go to 
socialistworker.co.ukTrevor Hicks

A Tory thug to the core
 Ê  Like prime 
minister David 
Cameron, 
Osborne was in 
the ultra-posh 
and thuggish 
Bullingdon club 
while a student 
at Oxford

 Ë  In his first 
budget in 2010 
Osborne said 
the deficit 
would be 
eliminated 
by 2015. In 
fact it is now 
about twice its 

pre-crash 
level

 Ì  The government 
sold 150 million 
Royal Mail 
shares to City 
fat cats last 
week. 
 Osborne 
promised Royal 
Mail workers 
1 percent of the 
shares because 
they have “done 
such a great job 
turning Royal 
Mail around”. 
 But they 
opposed the 
selloff in 2013

ROYAL MAIL workers opposed selloff plans

CHANCELLOR GEORGE Osborne announced yet further austerity for 
ordinary people in a speech at the Mansion House in London to bankers 
and merchants of the City last week Picture: PA

There are always 
speakers from the 
struggles that are going 
on. In one way it’s 
inspiring to see them 
fighting back. But more 
important are the 
lessons for us to learn 
from each other. We can 
share experience.”
Ollie Jones,  
Unite steward, 
DSG  
Donnington

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE THINK
NEWS 
Azelle Rodney shot ‘as soon 
as he was within gunsight’
AN ARMED police 
officer murdered 
Azelle Rodney by 
shooting him on sight 
and firing eight shots, 
a jury at the Old 
Bailey has heard.

Ex Metropolitan 
Police marksman 
Anthony Long is on 
trial for the murder 
of Azelle, which he 
denies.

Long shot dead 
Azelle, a passenger 
in a car that was 
followed then boxed 
in by police, in April 
2005. Cops say they 
believed the car’s 
three occupants had 
weapons and were 
planning to rob drug 
dealers.

Max Hill QC opened 
the prosecution case. 
He said Long opened 
fire “as soon as Azelle 
Rodney came into his 
gun sights”.

The court heard that 
a video of the shooting 
exists for “training 
purposes”. The shots  
are not captured.

But the jury heard 
the sound of the 
eight rapid gunshots. 
The officer who was 
recording the video 
can be heard saying, 
“Sweet as, sweet as,” 
as the shots are fired. 

The shots lasted 

around two seconds, 
according to the 
recording.

Long said in a 
statement that he saw 
Azelle look left, then 
right before ducking 
down and reappearing 
with his shoulders 
hunched.

Hill questioned this 
version of events. 

The trial continues.
Annette Mackin

Azelle Rodney

Activists organise to beat 
back Tory attack on unions
TRADE unionists and 
activists are getting 
organised to build 
opposition to the 
Tories’ latest attack 
on trade union rights.

The Tories want 
to make strikes 
illegal unless over 
50 percent of union 
members entitled to 
vote back them. 

In Scotland nearly 
90 people came to 
public meeting in 
the Glasgow City 
Unison union’s 
offices last Thursday 
on defending 
trade unions. They 
showed solidarity 
with Glasgow 
homelessness 
caseworkers, 
Dundee porters 
and victimised 

Unison rep Robert 
O’Donnell. 

Trade unionists 
in Sheffield joined a 
meeting organised 
by the trades council 
and backed by Unite 
the Resistance on 
Thursday of last week. 

NUJ union rep Phil 
Turner had just won 
his job back after 
bosses 
backed 
off 
from 
a 

redundancy notice 
under the threat of a 
strike (see page 18). 
Phil told Socialist 
Worker, “There was 
a good mood in the 
room because of our 
victory”.

He spoke alongside 
a steel worker and a 
UCU lecturers’ union 
member involved in a 
local dispute. 

NUJ general 
secretary Michelle 
Stanistreet is set 
to join other trade 
unionists at a 
public forum in 
London, hosted 
by Unite the 
Resistance, 
on organising 

to fight 
the Tory 
attacks.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WORKERS HAVE POWER  
TO TAKE ON THE SYSTEM 

 M 
ASS protests are like 
a beacon. When tens 
of thousands take to 
the streets it boosts 
the confidence of 

everyone who wants to fight 
back.

When you are part of a huge 
demonstration you can get a 
glimpse of the potential for mass 
action and realise that many 
others feel the same. 

The experience can also lift 
workers’ confidence. 

But most on the march will 
want to do more than just 
express their anger. 

They want to get rid of the 
Tories and stop austerity—they 
want to win.

So how do we take the struggle 
forward? How can we actually 
beat the Tories?

We do need more protests. 
When chancellor George 

Osborne delivers his austerity 
budget on 8 July, it should be met 
by thousands on the streets. 

But we also have to look at 
where we’re most powerful— 
and that’s where workers are 
organised collectively. 

Those workers planning to 
strike on the day of Osborne’s 
budget are leading the way. 

Workers taking action is our 
side’s most powerful weapon. 
Without workers the system 
wouldn’t function. 

Organised working class 
resistance is what bosses and 
politicians fear most. That’s why 
they keep creating new laws to 
make it more difficult. 

But we face a problem. Many 
union leaders have repeatedly 
backed off from leading resistance 
on a scale that could knock the 
Tories back. 

They’ve cost us some brilliant 
opportunities.  And now many of 
those union leaders are arguing 
that, with a new leader, the Labour 
Party can be the answer.  

But Labour is committed to 

“austerity-lite” and helped make 
scapegoating migrants mainstream. 
It is not going to lead a fightback. 

Workers fighting back need a 
different set of politics—one that 
doesn’t echo Tory policies or look 
to doing deals and compromising. 

Socialist Worker argues that 
when workers struggle, they 
have the power not just to beat 
the Tories but also challenge the 
system itself.

Capitalism crushes us with the 
daily grind of struggling to get by. 

We are encouraged to blame 
each other for all the problems in 
society. The ruling class wants to 
see us divided.

But working class solidarity 
which flows from class 
organisation can challenge those 
divisions and show they can be 
overcome.

We have the potential to fight 
for a totally different society—a 
socialist society free from all 
exploitation and oppression.

We want a world where 
everything is organised to provide 
for the needs of the majority 
rather than the profits of the few.

If you would like to be part 
of that fight, join the Socialist 
Workers Party today.
To join fill in the form on page 16. 

COPS CAN’T BE REFORMED
T HE POLICE are on the 

defensive.  A new TV 
programme called The 

Met is trying to portray them as 
helpful, friendly and trustworthy.

And on social media cops are 
being encouraged to share selfies 
taken with members of the public 
on nights out.

But most people’s experience 
of the police is different.

Last week the cops’ pet 
watchdog the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) announced it would not 

investigate police brutality at 
Orgreave during the 1984-85 
Miners’ Strike (see page 6).

And at a hearing this week 
police officers involved in the 
stop and search that led to the 
death of Habib “Paps” Ullah were 
exonerated of misconduct.

Such cases of alleged brutality 
mean the cops are at pains to 
present themselves as an overall 
force for good, despite a few 
rotten apples. 

But the police are not 
interested in helping ordinary 

people. They exist to maintain 
order for the ruling class.

They do this by instilling fear of 
repression into people.

On large demonstrations the 
police turn out in their thousands 
to block people rebelling.

The number of times the 
IPCC has cleared cops of any 
wrongdoing shows that the 
system is skewed in their favour.

The police cannot be reformed. 
They are part of a rotten 
system—and we have to get rid 
of it. 

We have the 
potential to fight 
for a society free 
of exploitation 
and oppression

‘‘ 

‘We’ll be part of a movement 
rising against the government’
 by NICK CLARK        

RESISTANCE TO austerity is 
growing. Tens of thousands who 
want to take the fight to the 
Tories were set to march through 
central London this Saturday. 

The End Austerity Now demon-
stration, organised by the People’s 
Assembly Against Austerity, will 
be an opportunity to reignite the 
fightback. 

Another demonstration was set 
to take place in Glasgow, co-organ-
ised by the Scottish TUC.

There’s been a groundswell of 
resistance since the Tories got 
back in last month. Around 600 
people marched against austerity 
in Swansea last Saturday.

Eve Moriarty is one of the young 
activists who helped organise the 
protest. She told Socialist Worker, 
“Sometimes protests can be quite 
sombre, but this one was quite fun. 

“There was a really good atmos-
phere. Everyone was shouting and 
getting involved—people from all 
walks of life were there”.

Tim, who was on the protest, 
added, “The march was brilliant. 
Everyone is still buzzing from it.

Biggest 
“Everybody was very angry about 
the Tories—it was very much an 
anti-Tory march. It was proba-
bly the biggest anti-Tory march in 
Swansea since the 1980s.

“We sold a lot of coach tickets 
for the London demo. There’s very 
much a feeling that everybody is 
going to London.”

Some 100 people attended a 
London-wide planning meeting 
for the protest on Thursday of last 
week. And last Saturday activists 
held a cavalcade through the streets 
of north London—jumping in and 
out of cars to give out leaflets and 
flyers for the protest.

Others dropped banners read-
ing “Stand up to Austerity” from 
bridges across the Thames river in 
central London.

The scale of the protests has 

rattled the right wing press. 
The Daily Mail newspaper 

warned of riots after an undercover 
reporter filmed activists planning to 
stage direct actions on the day.

But this shows that the demo has 
become a focus for all those who 
hate the Tories—and are ready to 
take action to bring them down.

Rising
Eve said, “People on the march will 
be part of a movement—we want 
a sense that people are rising up 
against the government”.

Ellie, a lone parent and housing 
activist from north London agreed. 
She told Socialist Worker, “I’ve only 
recently got involved with all this. 

“At first I didn’t really get the 
point of marching. The Tories aren’t 
going to say, ‘Look, people are angry 
so let’s stop what we’re doing.

“But it’s about bringing people 
together on the day so that more 
things can come from that.”

She added, “It’s time we all stood 
up together against the Tories. A lot 
of people have got this feeling now 
that we need to fight back.

“I see lots of people on Facebook 
saying we need a revolution. I’m up 
for that.”

STUDENTS JOIN last Saturday’s demonstration in Swansea  Picture: tim evans

Jeremy Corbyn joins leadership race 
LEFT WING Labour MP Jeremy 
Corbyn got onto the ballot paper 
for Labour leader with just 
minutes to spare on Monday of 
this week.

He reached the minimum 35 
nominations to qualify and is 
now standing against Yvette 
Cooper, Andy Burnham and Liz 
Kendall. 

Corbyn won nominations 
from several MPs who went on 
to declare that they wouldn’t 
actually vote for him, but 
thought he would open up the 
debate.

Many trade unionists and 
activists will be pleased to see 
someone who is prepared to 
challenge the Blairite candidates’ 
dominance in the leadership 
election. It means an alternative 
to austerity will get a hearing. 

Paul Holmes, Kirklees Unison 
union branch secretary and 
national executive member 
spoke to Socialist Worker in a 
personal capacity. 

He said, “There would have 
been uproar if that strand of 

thought was not on the ballot 
paper. 

“Now there will be a debate 
about our position on austerity.”

But the fact that Corbyn 
succeeded in getting on 
the ballot on the basis of 
nominations from those to his 
right is a sign of the Labour left’s 
weakness. 

Immigration
The other candidates will all 
parrot the dominant view that 
immigration must be curbed 
and that cuts are necessary. So 
Corbyn should be the preferred 
candidate of every trade union.

Paul said, “It would be great 
to now see all the unions throw 
their weight behind him getting 
elected.”

But already Andy Burnham 
is emerging as the trade union 
leaders’ favourite, even though 
he offers no alternative. 

While Labour is embroiled in 
this election campaign through 
to September, the Tories will be 
on the rampage. 

Whoever wins, the possibility 
for real resistance to the Tories 
will not be come through the 
Labour machine.

Workers cannot afford to wait 
till September, let alone another 
five years, in the vain hope that 
Labour will build real opposition 
to the Tories’ assault.

Instead we have to get 
organised now, build and spread 
any instance of resistance and 
call on the trade union leaders 
to lead a fight back. 
Judith Orr

Thousands march in Dorset
MORE THAN 1,000 
campaigners marched 
through Dorchester, 
Dorset, last Saturday 
against attacks on 
local hospital services. 

The clinical 
commissioning group 
(CCG) bosses are 
planning to shut the 
childrens’ King Fisher 
ward and special baby 
unit at Dorset County 
Hospital.

They also plan to 

move other services 
to east Dorset. 

The campaign has 
broad support. 

As it streamed 
through Dorset, more 
people joined the 
march and rally.  

A local councillor 
slammed the plans as 
a “disgrace”. 

Campaigners plan 
to hold a meeting 
with CCG bosses next 
week. Marching in Dorchester

BACK STORY
Thousands of people were 
expected on anti-austerity 
demonstrations in London and 
Glasgow this Saturday
lProtests took place around 
Britain straight after the Tories’ 
shock election victory
lMany were organised by young 
people new to politics
lProtests and meetings have 
continued to show anger at cuts
lLast weekend the Daily Mail 
newspaper attacked a group of 
activists it had secretly filmed

DEFEND OUR UNIONS—
BUILD SOLIDARITY NOW

6.30 PM, THURS 2 JULY
THE VENUE, LONDON, WC1E 7AY

Speakers include l PCS general secretary Mark Serwotka l Bfawu Bakers  
union national president Ian Hodson l NUJ general secretary Michelle Stanistreet 
l Candy Udwin, sacked PCS National Gallery rep l Chris Stephens MP l more tbc

Hosted by Unite the Resistance 

On other pages...
Four pages of special features on 
the European Union>>Pages 10-13

Jeremy Corbyn
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If you liked this issue of Socialist 
Worker, why not subscribe? 

You’ll receive 20 pages of news, 
analysis and political debate every  
week for just £5 a month

For more details phone
020 7819 1171 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk

 DEFY
 TORY
 RULE

CAMERON GOES ON RAMPAGE AGAINST WORKERS AND POOR 

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ WHY LABOUR LOST

ANALYSIS, LEFT RESULTS, AND WHERE NEXT >>Pages 3,4,5 and 6 �PLUS
Did press win 
it for Tories?
>>Pages 10&11
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GREECE 
Workers move to stop Syriza backsliding 

THE GREEK government, led by the radical left Syriza party, is backsliding under pressure from the European Union and International Monetary Fund.But workers at the formerly state-owned Hellenic Petroleum refinery walked out on Saturday. And the Piraeus dockers struck on Thursday of last week. 
>>Page 8

RACISM

Backlash over Birmingham 'takeover plot'
A WAVE of Islamophobic panic has followed claims that “Islamists” are plotting to take over Birmingham schools.And hated schools inspectorate Ofsted has allegedly told some of the schools they will be failed for “not teaching counter-terrorism”.>>Page 3

ANTI-FASCISM
Mass rally takes on Nazis in 
Walthamstow
UP TO 1,000 people rallied in Walthamstow, north east London, against the racist English Defence League (EDL) last Saturday. Fewer than 100 Nazis joined the EDL national demo. But a massive police operation allowed them to march.>>Page 7
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COMMENT
YURI PRASAD

Race is about more 
than just identity
THE CASE of Rachel Dolezal reveals a great deal of 
confused thinking about race and racism.

The US activist—who describes herself as black but whose 
parents insist she is white—this week resigned from the local 
leadership of the moderate civil rights group, the NAACP.

We may never fully understand Dolezal’s motivations, 
and there are serious questions that need answering. But the 
frenzy which this has caused does not help anti-racists. 

There are many reasons why it is wrong for a white person 
to insist that they are black.

But the specific accusation of “acting black” carries with 
it reactionary overtones that go way beyond this somewhat 
unusual case. It suggests some common pattern of behaviour 
or culture that all black people share—something essential 
to our very nature. That is an argument long used by racists.

Black people are not homogenous—they are divided 
in all sorts of ways, particularly by class. It’s pointless to 
lump together the way of life of an African-American single 
mother on a Baltimore project with an African-American 
man with an MBA from Harvard.

In Britain, more than in the US, the term black is used 
in a political way. It helps us identify people who face 
discrimination because of their perceived race, ethnicity or 
skin colour. And it acts as a category of struggle, rather than 
simply an ethnic description.

In Britain it came into widespread use in the 1970s as means 
of uniting African, Caribbean and Asian people who faced 
battles against state racism and the Nazis. It was a means of 
bringing together people with many different traditions.

Used this way, black was intended to challenge 
stereotypes, not reinforce them. The misunderstanding of 
this is often compounded by an argument about the place of 
white people in the anti-racist movement.

Advocates of privilege theory dominate liberation 
politics in the US, and increasingly shape the left in British 
universities. 

Advantages
They argue that white people are beneficiaries of racism 
and receive unearned advantages because they do not face 
racism. Even whites who reject racism entirely are tarnished 
by it, they say, with traces of prejudice left untouched in the 
unconscious mind. 

The practical conclusion of this is two-fold.
First, that white would-be activists must first acknowledge 

their “guilt” and accept they are racist—wittingly or 
unwittingly. Second, that white people can at best play only 
a supporting role in the movement.

This approach comes from seeing oppression as rooted in 
the relationships between individuals, rather than something 
that has its origins in class-based societies and the state. 

But even a cursory look at the ways in which black people 
are disadvantaged reveals something far more systematic than 
individual prejudice. And contrary to surface appearances, 
most white people do have a vested interest in fighting racism.

Immigration controls, detention centres, police stop 
and search, miscarriages of justice, school exclusions, 
unemployment and poor housing—to name but a few—are 
crucial areas in which black people suffer racism.

Of course there are individual managers, police, judges, 
head teachers and so on who hold racist views. And of course 
we experience racism at the hands of these people.

But behind each stands the system and the state that are 
the main actors. To suggest anything else is to let the bigger 
perpetrators off the hook.

The division between workers from different countries 
and backgrounds is a key means by which the ruling class 
minority maintains its control. The very institutions of the 
state that are used to target black people are also directed 
against poor whites—and all those who resist. 

That is one reason why there is long tradition of black 
and white working class unity in Britain —something 
that socialists have played a key role in developing and 
maintaining.

In the wake of the Dolezal case, the cultivation of a 
climate of guilt among those who do not face racism does 
nothing to help in this battle. Instead it neutralises would-be 
allies and makes it harder to generate the unity we need to 
bring down the racist system.

Miners slam decision not to 
investigate Orgreave police
by SADIE ROBINSON

SOME 31 years after the 
1984 Battle of Orgreave, 
the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) has announced 
that no officers will be 
investigated.

The battle took place on  
18 June—three months into 
the Great Miners’ Strike. 

Strikers were trying to shut 
down the Orgreave coking 
plant near Sheffield. 

Police attacked strikers 
and framed them. Officers 
covered up the actions at the 
highest level.

The IPCC found “some evi-
dence” of offences committed 
by police. But it concluded 
that it is “not necessary” to 
investigate them.

Norman Strike was a miner 
in South Shields who trav-
elled to the Orgreave picket. 
He said the decision was “a 
load of bollocks”.

“It’s just what I’d expect 
from a government-led insti-
tution,” he told Socialist 
Worker.

Assault
The IPCC said “there is evi-
dence that offences of assault 
may have been committed”. 

There is “some evidence” 
that officers committed per-
jury. The Director of Public 
Prosecutions previously 
accepted evidence of per-
jury—and said it wasn’t in the 
public interest to prosecute.

One officer was reluctant 
to give evidence of potential 
perjury because of “oppo-
sition” at South Yorkshire 
Police (SYP) HQ. Officers had 
parts of their statements dic-
tated to them.

Even SYP accepts that 
some matters in the referral 
to the IPCC “include potential 

criminal offences”.
Yet the IPCC will not inves-

tigate allegations of assault, 
perjury, perverting the course 
of justice, manipulating evi-
dence and misconduct in a 
public office.

And it said there was no 
“direct evidence” that cops 
encouraged pickets to go to 
Orgreave so that the miners 
could be “defeated in a deci-
sive battle”. Ex-miners say 

different. Former miner 
Dave Douglass told Socialist 
Worker, “It was obvious 
that Orgreave was different. 
They’d prepared road signs 
telling you how to get there.

“But when you tried to go 
to a picket in Nottingham, 
there were road blocks and 
your car got smashed.”

Laughing
Norman added,  “They 
marched us up to the site. 
They weren’t in riot gear, 
and they were laughing and 
joking.

“I got to the top of the 
bridge and looked out onto 
something like a scene from 
a civil war. 

“There were horses, trun-
cheons, shields. It wasn’t 
what we expected. They led 

us to the slaughter.”
The police claim that 

miners started the violence 
is a lie. Even the IPCC report 
admits that most missiles 
were thrown at cops after 
they attacked pickets.

For some campaigners, 
the IPCC decision clears the 
way to fight for a real inquiry. 
Granville Williams has cam-
paigned with the Orgreave 
Truth and Justice Campaign 
since it was set up in 2012.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ve been down a side road 
with the IPCC and now there’s 
a clear road ahead for us to 
demand a public inquiry.” 

More online
For a longer version go to  
bit.ly/1cPOu4h

POLICE ATTACK miners at Orgreave (above) Norman 
Strike (left) was there    Pictures: John sturrock and socialist Worker

Senior cops ‘encouraged violence’
FORMER STRIKER Chris 
Skidmore told Socialist 
Worker the experience 
at Orgreave was 
“frightening”.

“I was right up against 
the police riot shields,” he 
said. “I had jeans, trainers 
and a t-shirt on. They had 
truncheons and shields.

“Every so often the 
police line would open up 
and an arm would come 
over with a truncheon. It 
was just indiscriminate.”

“Afterwards people were 
criminalised for nothing.”

The IPCC accepted 
that “force” was used on 
pickets. 

Some documents 
“disclose that South 
Yorkshire Police (SYP) 
acknowledged privately 
that many officers did 
‘over-react’.”

The IPCC report quoted 
one officer interviewed 
about Orgreave in June 
1984. 

He said, “It’s not a case 
of me going off half cock. 

“The senior officers, 
supers and chief supers 
were there and getting 
stuck in too—they were 
encouraging the lads and I 
think their attitude to the 
situation affected what we 
all did.”

 Injured miner at Orgreave         
(Picture: John Sturrock)

The film Pride has opened 
up the possibility to raise 
politics within the LGBTI 
movement in Britain. 
Lesbians and Gay Men 
Support the Miners (LGSM) 
isn’t just a reenactment 
society—we want to have a 
real political debate. 
It’s good to be coming to 
Marxism Festival as part of 
those debates.
Gethin Roberts
LGSM member

‘‘ 
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 Anger after  
 Labour win  
 key mayoral  
 campaign
The election in Tower Hamlets 
reflected a witch hunt against 
Muslims, says Annette Mackin

THE ISLAMOPHOBIC witch 
hunt against Tower Hamlets  
council came to a head last week 
as Labour’s John Biggs was 
elected mayor of the east London 
borough.

He was elected with 32,754 
votes including second preferences. 
Independent candidate Rabina 
Khan won 26,384. 

Biggs stood as Labour candidate 
for mayor last year but lost to Lutfur 
Rahman of Tower Hamlets First.

This month’s election was trig-
gered when an electoral court 
ousted Rahman for “corrupt and 
illegal practices” and banned Tower 
Hamlets First. This was done on 
the basis of contested and flimsy 
evidence.

The people who started the 
formal process have been presented 
as ordinary voters. But they include 
Angela Moffat, a member of the 
racist Ukip party. 

Shamefully, Labour tailed the 
Islamophobia.

The council led by Rahman 
did more than any Labour one to 
oppose austerity. 

Khan had been a member of 
Rahman’s cabinet responsible for 
housing—and stood firmly on a left 
platform. 

She spoke out in favour of LGBT 
and migrants’ rights, and against cuts.

Fixing
After the vote she said in a state-
ment, “There’s no election on, but 
there is still a housing crisis, there 
are still cuts and there is still so 
much that needs fixing. Let’s keep 
working together.”

Khan’s campaign drew support 
from wide sections of the commu-
nity. Activists say they now have to 
build on the networks they made—
and fight against Labour cuts.

Local trade unionist John 
McLoughlin told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ll have to see what John Biggs 
is going to do. The budget on 8 July 
is set to announce even more local 
government cuts. 

“If he simply passes on these cuts 
there’s bound to be resistance.

“Rabina Khan’s vote represented 
a real desire to resist austerity. We 
need to build on that and make our-
selves part of demonstrations on  
20 June and beyond.

“And we have to build on this 
locally in campaigns in defence 
of public services. We should take 
this spirit into the struggles in the 
coming months.”

During the election Khan’s oppo-
nents ran a filthy smear campaign 
against her.

It included claims that she lied 
about her disabled child’s hospitali-
sation to miss a hustings.

Labour members tried to position 
themselves as the ones to clean up 
a “corrupt” Tower Hamlets. They 
geared up to continue the smears if 
Khan had won.

Reports of postal voting fraud, 
“treating” voters and of misusing 
council property have been lodged 
against Labour. Since Biggs’ vic-
tory there has been no mention of 
corruption.

Shahidul from Bethnal Green 
told Socialist Worker, “The result is 
very disappointing. Labour played 
divide and rule, but it was right to 
take a stand against the lies. We are 
going to have to keep on doing it.”

On other pages...
Steel workers gear up for a  
national strike >>Page 20

BACK STORY
The election for mayor of Tower 
Hamlets took place last week
lLabour won the contest by 
6,370 votes with independent 
Rabina Khan coming second
lThe election campaign saw 
Labour back up Islamophobic 
smears against Khan
lLabour posed as the party 
to clean up a “corrupt” Tower 
Hamlets council
lYet it has been accused of 
misusing council property and 
“treating” voters to win support  Strikers celebrate a boost in the fight  

 to reinstate union rep Candy Udwin 
by NICK CLARK

THE FIGHT to get sacked PCS 
union rep Candy Udwin reinstated 
won an important ruling last week. 
An employment tribunal judge has 
granted Candy interim relief. 

This means that National 
Gallery bosses, who sacked Candy 
last month, must continue to pay 
her until her full unfair dismissal 
hearing.

Candy was a leading PCS rep at 
the central London gallery before 
bosses suspended her ahead of 
a strike against privatisation in 
January. 

The judge found it likely that 
a full tribunal would rule it was 
unreasonable for bosses to accuse 
Candy of gross misconduct. 

The judge also found it likely 
that it would rule she had been 
acting legitimately as a trade union 
rep.

National Gallery workers struck 
for the 35th day on Wednesday 
of last week. They celebrated the 
news at a lunchtime strike rally.

Candy told the rally, “The judge 
said that I did what any employee 
might do—particularly a trade 
union representative. 

“She said that it was not 

reasonable to have decided that it 
was gross misconduct.

“She said that it was not activity 
cloaked as trade union activity—it 
was trade union activity. You can’t 
get clearer than that.”

Candy added, “That gives the 
gallery a bit of a problem. My 
appeal is on 2 July—the gallery 
director Nicholas Penny will be on 
the panel. 

“They’ll have to decide whether 
they want to ignore the findings of 
an employment tribunal judge.”

Candy congratulated NUJ union 
rep Phil Turner, who won his 
battle against victimisation last 
week (see page 18).

Other speakers included Labour 
MPs Jeremy Corbyn and John 
McDonnell, and Green Party leader 
Natalie Bennett.

Solidarity events took place 
elsewhere.

In Birmingham Sparkhill job 
centre workers held up signs 
calling for Candy’s reinstatement 
and an end to privatisation 
(pictured, above).

And PCS members at London’s 
Tate gallery sent a message of 
support to National Gallery staff.

PCS assistant general secretary 
Chris Baugh told the rally, “This 

campaign will continue until we’ve 
secured Candy’s reinstatement.” 

Candy’s full employment 
tribunal is due in October. Gallery 
workers were set to begin a ten-
day strike this Saturday.

ngnotforsale.wordpress.com

PCS UNION members in 
Birmingham (above) show 
solidarity with the struggle 
against privatisation at the 
National Gallery and to defend 
PCS rep Candy Udwin. National 
Gallery workers struck for the 
35th day on Thursday of last 
week (left)

National Gallery dispute

I’m relatively new to 
politics. I want to come 
to Marxism as it will be 
a place where I can learn 
more, and where people 
discuss and debate different 
ways of thinking in a  
political atmosphere.
Toni Bruce
Bfawu 
member

‘‘ 
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Patience running out on 
both sides of Greek crisis
by PANOS GARGANAS in Athens

GREECE’S CREDITORS and the 
institutions that represent them 
keep sending one message, 
“Patience is running out”.

The inst i tut ions  are  the 
European Central Bank (ECB), the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the European Commission. 
They met in Berlin last week with 
the leaders of Germany and France 
to hammer out the toughest terms 
for continuing a bailout. 

Despite some diplomatic lan-
guage about not giving an ultima-
tum, they appear to have done just 
that. The IMF withdrew from any 
further talks. 

Greece’s Syriza-led government 
is being pressurised into a deal that 
includes more cuts in pensions and 
more taxation—including a 10 per-
cent surcharge on electricity bills.

This is the bitter conclusion of a 
five month period of negotiations 
since the left’s electoral victory in 
Greece. 

Syriza’s hopes that it might exploit 
differences between the IMF and the 
European Union (EU) proved false.

The IMF accepts that Greece’s 
debt is not sustainable. But the EU 
will not accept a “haircut” of the 
debt and its ECB is now the major 
holder of Greek debt. 

Tougher
So the only solution it can sug-
gest is tougher austerity so that the 
Greek budget can produce bigger 
surpluses to service the debt. 

Greek prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras was left vainly appealing to 
the French and German leaders for 
a “political solution”.

According to this, the EU and the 
IMF would agree to better terms in 
exchange for the Greek government 
offering naval facilities for patrol-
ling the eastern Mediterranean. 
This would be to exert a stabilis-
ing influence in Macedonia and 
Albania. 

The Independent Greeks, the 
right wing junior partner in the 
government, is very keen. Greece’s 
ruling class would applaud 
any upgrading of its strategic 
importance.

But it is self defeating for the left 
to bank on such deals.

Despite the pain caused by the 
ultimatum of the Berlin meeting, 
Tsipras said he would sign a deal 
as long as it is “viable”. That means 
increasing the budget surplus from 
under 1 percent to around 3.5 per-
cent over the next few years. 

These calculations miss out one 
very important factor—the response 
of workers in Greece. The slogan 
“Patience is running out” was heard 
on the streets of Athens too. 

It was painted on a banner car-
ried by people from Halkidiki, 

northern Greece who were oppos-
ing a gold-mining operation that is 
destroying the local environment. 

Syriza had promised to halt 
this. Solidarity with the struggle in 
Halkidiki played a crucial role in 
the swing to the left in tradition-
ally conservative northern Greece.

This is not an isolated example. 
Unions in Piraeus port are running 
a campaign against privatisation. 

They have the support of the cam-
paign of trade unionists that organ-
ised in solidarity with ERT media 
workers, women cleaners and other 
groups facing redundancies under 
the previous government.

Support
On Thursday of last week there 
were large demonstrations against 
signing a new austerity agreement 
organised by the trade unions that 
are linked to the Communist Party. 

At the same time the ERT media 
workers’ union Pospert and the 
campaign were holding a rally at 
the broadcaster’s main building. 

It was two years to the day since 
the Tory led government had shut 
down ERT—equivalent to the 
BBC—sacking all its workers. The 
rally celebrated their return to work 
and pledged that the fight goes on. 

This spirit is the best guarantee 
that any new austerity agreement 
imposed by the EU and the IMF 
will not pass unopposed—even if 
Tsipras adds his name to it.
Panos Garganas is the editor of 
Workers’ Solidarity, Socialist Worker’s 
sister paper in Greece

SPAIN

Radical shift in elections 
brings victories for left
THE RULING Tory PP lost 
control of more than 12 
provincial capitals and many 
smaller towns as 8,000 local 
governments were formed 
around the Spanish state last 
weekend.

Local left wing activist 
coalitions took office in four of 
the five biggest cities, among 
others.

Communist judge Manuela 
Carmena was made mayor of 
Madrid, alongside direct action 
anti-eviction campaigner Ada 
Colau in Barcelona, human 
rights lawyer Pedro Santisteve 
in Zaragoza and lecturer Joan 
Ribo in Valencia.

Fractured
In a fractured political 
landscape it took weeks to form 
local governments after the 
elections. Most of the devolved 
parliaments are still without 
regional governments after 
elections produced no clear 
winners.

A new right wing liberal 
party Ciudadanos also made 
inroads into the mainstream 

in its first major electoral 
test outside Catalonia. Its 
support has been vital for the 
traditional main parties where 
they have clung to office.

The gains for the radical left 
could point to opportunities 
for the Podemos party in the 
general election set to take 
place next year.
Dave Sewell

SACKED CLEANERS demand their jobs back on the ERT protest in Athens last week Picture: Workers solidarity

IN BRIEF
Former Panther’s 
release delayed
ALBERT WOODFOX, the only 
one of the Angola Three still 
in prison, has had his release 
blocked again. 

The US federal court ordered 
the former Black Panther’s 
immediate release last week. It 
also insisted that the Louisiana 
state could not try him for a 
third time over the murder of a 
prison guard in 1972.

But the state attorney general 
has insisted that Albert stays in 
prison until the state can appeal.

The three prisoners always 
said they were targeted for their 
political activities inside the 
notorious Angola prison.

Guantanamo Bay 
detainees let out
SIX DETAINEES held in the US 
prison at Guantanamo Bay in 
Cuba were released to Oman on 
Friday of last week. They were 
cleared for release in 2010.

An appeal court also 
overturned detainee Ali Hamza 
al-Bahlul’s conviction. All such 
convictions by Guantanamo’s 
war crimes tribunals have been 
overturned on appeal.

Over 100 prisoners still 
remain. They include British 
resident Shaker Aamer, who has 
been held by the US for 13 years. 

Israel finds itself 
not guilty in Gaza
THE ISRAELI state released a 
report on Sunday of last week 
finding itself innocent of war 
crimes during its assault on the 
Gaza strip last summer.

And the Israeli military said it 
was not to blame for the deaths 
of four children killed by its 
shelling of a beach.

More than 2,000 Palestinians 
were killed during the assault 
last year—the vast majority of 
them civilians.

The Marxism festival  will  
unite different communities  
and create a platform to  
discuss current issues  
around  the world and  
in  Britain. It will allow 
participants to engage  and  
create  dialogue between 
different  topics.”
Pinar Aksu 
Refugee 
activist

‘‘ 

marxismfestival.org.uk

Ada Colau, mayor of Barcelona 
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Burnham is 
not left wing
SOCIALIST Worker's 
article on the Labour 
leadership contest, (13 
June) was spot on. 

It is particularly vital 
that we challenge the 
idea that Andy Burnham 
is left wing.

Burnham has made 
much of winning over 
Tory and Ukip voters. 

He abstained from the 
vote on gay marriage and 
voted against the right 
of same sex couples to 
fertility treatment.

Richard Sunderland
West Yorkshire

Labour lets us 
down---again
SHAME NO Labour 
leadership candidate is 
talking about making 
secondary picketing legal 
again (Socialist Worker, 
13 June).

Or even opposing the 
legislation that demands 
a 50 percent turnout to 
be able to strike without 
abstention.

Mike Heeneman
On Facebook

Churchill gave 
poor a kicking
IT’S A great quote 
they’ve put on Winston 
Churchill’s medal—
“Never, never, never give 
up!”

I think he meant 
brandy, cigars and pies. 
And hammering poor 
people.

Julie Richarson
Swansea

TV show may 
boost workers
I DON’T doubt that the 
TV show Running the 
Shop may be a gimmick 
(Socialist Worker,  
13 June).

But it might give some 
workers a flavour of 
what’s possible.

If you give people 
a bit of power in their 
workplace they might 
want more.

Graeme Kemp
Shropshire

Stop college 
funding cuts
WHY ISN’T the rest of 
the media talking about 
the college funding cuts 
(Socialist Worker, 13 
June)?

They are going to 
cause long term damage 
to millions of people’s 
lives. We have to stop 
them before it’s too late.

Sandra Carnell
South London

Sheku Bayoh’s case shows 
why we need a law change
I TOOK part in the funeral 
procession for Sheku Bayoh, who 
recently died after coming into 
contact with police in Fife. I was 
also at a public meeting later in 
the afternoon.

I came away deeply saddened by 
the death of this young man and 
the torment his family is suffering. 

They are still in the dark about 
what happened to Sheku.

I am also very angry at the way 
the local police and their 
federation have treated them.

Nine police officers who were at 
the scene have refused to give 
even the basic operational details 
of what happened to Sheku.

In what other walk of life, where 
someone dies in your care, would 
you be allowed to refuse to 

cooperate by providing details?
There was a very poignant 

moment at the meeting. 
A family member said he would 

like to know what the last words 
of his cousin were before he died.

The family has been given five 
different accounts of what 
happened.

The first was that Sheku had 
been found dead on the pavement 
by a member of the public. We 
know this to be a lie.

At the public meeting we heard 
that gas and batons were used on 
Sheku and that he needed CPR in 
the street.

He was put into an ambulance 
with handcuffs restraining his 
arms at his back and with his legs 
shackled. I think we were all 

horrified to hear of the lack of 
humanity displayed by the police.

We are reputed to have one of 
the best justice systems in the 
world. How can it be that we have 
a police service that seems to have 
no accountability?

There needs to be a change in 
the rule that allows officers to 
confer and refuse to give evidence.

I would like to see local 
politicians put pressure on our 
national government to bring 
about new legislation.

It looks like this will be a long, 
arduous and expensive road for 
the family. I hope we can all be 
there to offer support to them. 

My heart is with them.
Maureen Closs

Kirkcaldy

 Abstain on  
 an EU vote
CLARE FERMONT and 
John Charlton were right to 
say that the anti European 
Union (EU) campaign will 
be dominated by right wing 
racists (Socialist Worker, 13 
June).

They were also right that 
it will be difficult to get a 
socialist case against the EU 
heard.

But, as they both 
acknowledge, the EU is a 
bosses’ club. So I couldn’t 
go along with the idea of 
campaigning for staying in 
the EU.

It might seem a bit of a 
cop out but I think we 
should say, “A plague on 
both your houses,” and call 
for abstention.

Phil Webster
Lancashire

 A no vote will  
 help racists 
MY HEAD and heart says 
that I will not vote no in a 
European Union (EU) 
referendum. The no 
campaign will be racist.

For decades as a solicitor 
I have defended migrants 
and asylum applicants. I 
have seen many deported.

What are we, as 
socialists, to say to our 
brothers and sisters if we 
campaign for a no vote?

What do we say to those 
who have to confront 
outright racists and the 
soft, anti-foreigner millions 
who voted Ukip? No to 
Ukip—vote no? That would 
be absurd.

We have to be 
unequivocally on the side 
of migrants and asylum 
seekers. 

If that means we vote 
yes, so be it.

Jim Nichol
North London

  Supporting the EU reflects a pessimism
IS IT ultra-left to argue for 
a Brexit (Socialist Worker, 
13 June)?

We should have no 
illusions whatsoever in the 
European Union (EU) and 
engage in an act of “bad 
faith” with its logical 
conclusion.

The EU project has 
always been for a bosses’ 
club.

Whatever fringe benefits 
do exist—such as free 
movement of labour or 
trade union rights—are 
only there to sweeten the 
pill. And even these are 

regularly struck down by 
the European Court of 
Justice.

All the arguments for the 
pro-EU camp are based on 
pessimism and a 
patronising attitude for 

ordinary workers, including 
migrants.

They are also based on a 
misunderstanding and 
misplaced faith in Podemos 
and Syriza.

Recent developments 
within Syriza point the way 
towards a break with the 
EU and to a workers’ 
Europe.

We should organise 
independently from the 
racists and xenophobes, 
and articulate a clear 
socialist alternative.

David Micallef
Brighton

 Morris Beckman, a lion  
 in the anti-fascist fight 
WE HAVE lost a real fighter 
in Morris Beckman (Social-
ist Worker, 13 June).

It was my privilege to 
call him a friend. Popping 
round to his flat was always 
educative, informative, 
funny and illuminating. 

His last great quest was 
to get the classic 43 Group 
book republished. 

Its re-release was a 
tribute to his writing and 
energy.

I was lucky enough to 
interview him twice. He 

always spoke of others’ 
deeds in the 43 Group, such 
as Len Sherman and Gerry 
Flamberg. 

I knew from both, 
though, that Morris was a 
lion in battling fascists and 
always one of the first “in”.

When times were hard 
for Unite Against Fascism 
he would quickly support 
us. My heart goes out to his 
family and all who knew 
him.

Paul Sillett
East London

Just a 
thought...

Can Syriza save workers?
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699,000 – the number of public 
sector jobs the Tories are still 
planning to cut
50 – percentage of new jobs in 
the first quarter of 2010 that 
“underemployed” people who 

wanted more hours
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tip around its edges. NGOs that 
tried to fill the gap left by the state’s 
refusal to care have begun to “strike”.

They say their resources can no 
longer stretch far enough to help 
and they want the state to accept its 
responsibility.

Furious president of the NGO 
Calais Openness and Humanity 
Severine Mayer said, “The mayor 
Natacha Bouchart dares to claim 
Calais has shown toughness and 
humanity.

“Toughness we’ve seen—fences, 
barbed wire, earthen walls, arrests 
and segregation. But humanity? 
Where is that?”

This model is now being applied 
elsewhere. Frede said, “They are 
trying to turn Paris into Calais, into 
a town where migrants are chased 
out of sight and into hiding.”

F
REDE EXPLAINED that 
not everyone who gets to 
France is trying to get to 
Britain.

“Some are,” she said. 
“But those who want to 

remain here don’t necessarily have 
the right to claim asylum. 

“The policy of the government is 
generally to demand the expulsion of 
as many people as possible.

“There’s a real climate of xenopho-
bia as the Labour-type Socialist Party 
government keeps passing racist and 
repressive laws.”

Javied pointed out, “The people 
in detention centres are from differ-
ent countries. But 90 or 95 percent 
of them are Muslim. So this is an 
Islamophobic policy, a racist policy.”

The treatment of refugees is 
linked with other forms of racism.

Food worker Andrei Dudau 
from Romania is an activist in 
the Unite union in Britain. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“The situation for migrants 

here is getting worse. I keep hearing 
of more racist attacks.

“Two guys I know have decided to 
go back because they don’t feel safe. 
With the referendum on the EU this 
will get worse.

Promotes 
“The right wing media promote fear 
and the politicians aren’t helping. 
You expect it from the Tories, but I 
was shocked to hear Labour people 
coming out with some of the same 
things.”

But Andrei said even vulnerable 
people can fight back.

He said, “People say, ‘I can’t com-
plain. I don’t want to lose my job.’ 
Being in a union makes a difference.

“And I think some British people 
don’t realise that the Tories try out 
policies on migrants. 

“If they can take rights from us, 
they’ll be taking them from you next.”

The situation in each country is 
unique, but the racism and repres-
sion in common shows the nasty real-
ity of the EU.

As Frede put it, “The EU has a 
system of immigration controls, 
not a system for 
we l coming 
migrants. 

“The  EU 
stands against 
migrants, 
not with 
them.”

‘Solidarity’ as a  
barbed wire fence
HALF OF the funds for the EU’s 
Solidarity and Management of 
Migration Flows Programme are 
used for border control.

Bulgaria joined the EU in 2007. 
It had trouble being accepted 
partly because its border with 
Turkey had no fence to keep non-
Europeans out.

The Bulgarian government’s 
“containment plan” aims to 
prove to the EU that its borders 
are secure enough to make it a 
member with full rights. 

The first 20-mile section of 
razor wire fence was completed 
last September. 

Human Rights Watch and 
Amnesty International have 
documented police beating 
asylum seekers and pushing them 
back over the border before they 
can claim refugee status.

Fortress Europe spreads further 
than many realise. It pushes 
people to travel in unsafe boats 
by blocking off safer routes into 
Europe. The Amnesty report 
states, “The measures employed 
by the EU do not stop at its actual 
borders but extend deep into 
neighbouring countries.”

The EU and its member states 
“funded reception and detention 
centres for migrants and refugees 
in countries where there are 
serious concerns about access to 
asylum procedures in detention, 
such as Turkey and Ukraine.”

David Cameron’s latest plan 
is to try and redirect aid to poor 
countries towards strengthening 
their borders to stop migrants 
leaving.

DUMPED
IN CALAIS

DRIVEN OUT
IN PARIS

FENCED OUT IN
BULGARIA

T
HE FRENCH state went 
to war last week—with 
a group of poor Eritrean 
and Sudanese migrants.

Fathi from Sudan told 
Socialist Worker, “Twice 

the police attacked us.
They beat people up, and some 

are still in hospital. And they 
arrested some people who are still in 
detention.”

The migrants had stayed under the 
La Chappelle metro station in Paris 
for months. Hundreds of people 
have demonstrated to defend them, 
including Frede, a socialist in Paris.

She told Socialist Worker, “Officials 
said they were working with NGOs 
to get places for the migrants to stay 
and help them claim asylum.

“But many weren’t offered places 
and a lot of others were temporary.

“So the migrants came back and 
we organised to help them—all the 
left parties and NGOs—to get food 
and what we could.”

On Monday of last week the police 
escalated the situation.

Violence 
“Everyone was very shocked by the 
level of violence,” Frede said. “The 
police hit many of the migrants. After 
that there was the first of the bigger 
demonstrations.”

The struggle is emblematic of what 
migrants face across Europe.

Around 200 people began a hunger 
strike at the Amygdaleza detention 
centre in Greece on Wednesday of 
last week.

Javied Aslam, president 
of the Union of Immigrant 
Workers,  told Socialist 
Worker, “People are sup-
posed to be held for no more 
than six months.

“But dozens have been 
there longer. So they are 
striking and demanding 

better food and conditions.”
Their strike is the latest of many 

at the notorious centre, where people 
are kept in hot metal sheds, beaten 
and denied medical attention.

It highlights the real attitude that 
European politicians have towards 
migrants.

Pinar Aksu came to Britain from 
Turkey as a refugee when she was 
a child. She was detained with her 
family at Yarl’s Wood detention 
centre in Bedfordshire. 

Pinar said, “Europe should protect 
refugees. But once they get to Italy, 
or even manage to get to Britain, 
there isn’t much help for them.

“Almost two million Syrians have 
crossed into Turkey. But it’s much 
harder for anyone trying to get into 
Europe.”

Javied said, “Many people come to 
Greece across the sea, and many die 
in the sea. But those who survive end 
up in detention centres. 

“The Syriza-led government prom-
ised to close these centres, and we 
demand that it does. We’ve seen if 
there aren’t protests and strikes you 
cannot get your rights. ”

People only make the crossing 
because they are desperate. Fathi was 

a journalist in Sudan but had to leave 
as his life was at risk.

“We leave because we have no 
other options,” he said. “We had war 
and dictatorship. Someone high up 
in the government party told me if 
I didn’t stop writing they would kill 
me.”

He managed to get to Turkey and 
tried several times to cross by boat 
to Greece. Greek patrols tow migrant 
boats they catch back to Turkey. 

Sink
Fathi said, “The man who’d taken 
our money told one refugee to sink 
the boat if they saw the Greek police 
boat. He said that then they would 
save us.

“But they didn’t—three people 
from Afghanistan drowned.

“The rest of us were only saved 
because one person had a mobile 
phone and called the Turkish 
coastguard.”

Once Fathi got to Greece he was 
repeatedly attacked by racists.

“They beat me and set my house 
on fire,” he said. “I went to the police 
and they said I should leave.”

If migrants complain about police 
treatment they risk being in dispute 
with police. This can be used to turn 
down citizenship applications.

Three years after leaving home, 
Fathi arrived in Paris—as France 
was in the thick of its own 
clampdown on migrants.

The epicentre has been 
the port town of Calais. 
Thousands of people there 

have been driven from 
squats and camps to a new 
“welcome centre”.

But it has room for none 
of the men and just a frac-
tion of the women and 
children.

The rest are forced to 
camp in a reclaimed rubbish 

 EUROPE’S
 HIDDEN
 SHAME
The European Union’s leaders go to shocking lengths to 
get refugees out of sight, out of mind and out of Europe, 
migrants and activists told Dave Sewell and Ken Olende

LOCKED UP IN
YARL’S WOOD

DESERTED
AT SEA

BEATEN
UP IN GREECEFathi (front), Javied and Pinar Protesting for migrant rights in Paris

 FACT AND FICTION

The racist myth of the fake refugees
DAILY MAIL newspaper columnist 
Max Hastings managed to fit 
most of the right wing myths 
about refugees into one article 
last week. 

He whined that the British 
navy has been reduced to a “ferry 
service for migrants”.

Hastings said the people 
rescued by a British navy vessel 
were all “economic migrants”.

The EU’s Fortress Europe 
policy is based on a myth that 
there are two kinds of migrants. 
There are “real” refugees to 
be welcomed—and “economic 
migrants” to be kept out.

Everyone trying to enter is 
assumed to be an “economic 
migrant”. These are assumed 
to be a drain on society—and a 
threat.

But a recent Amnesty 
International report pointed 
out that, “almost half of those 
irregularly entering Europe are 
fleeing conflict and persecution 
in countries like Syria, Eritrea, 
Afghanistan and Somalia.”

Travelling to improve your life 
is nothing to be ashamed of. 

But the myth fuels prejudice 
against people who move to 

work—including those whose 
rights the EU is supposed to 
defend.

Figures for migration to 
Britain show that the number 
of migrants from EU states has 
increased.

But the largest numbers come 
from groups outside the EU.

These include skilled workers, 
many from South East Asia, and 
students, with an increase from 
China.

Neither group is affected by 
negotiations around internal EU 
migration.

But the constant  
anti-migrant racism affects all 
groups.

And whatever the rhetoric, this 

racism comes from the top.
The German government 

presents itself as the most 
pro-immigration of the major EU 
countries. 

Yet this spring the Labour-
type Social Democratic Party 
demanded a law to reduce 
immigration from non-EU 
countries. 

Like David Cameron, German 
chancellor Angela Merkel wants 
to control immigration without 
excluding skilled workers.

Mainstream racism boosts 
right wing populist parties—and 
mainstream parties move right in 
response.

Ukip in Britain, Geert Wilders 
in the Netherlands and the 
Freedom Party in Austria 
scapegoat eastern European 
workers for social problems.

In Germany the Islamophobic 
group Pegida recently got 
9.6 percent of the vote in the 
Dresden mayoral election. 

Candidate Tatjana Festerling 
condemned asylum seekers who 

move “because here there’s 
somewhere nice to live and 
you get dough from the 
state”.

David Cameron and Angela Merkel
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future of European integration 
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International Socialism 128 
bit.ly/1Bbo6NV
lEuropean bosses’ club 
by Sally Campbell in Socialist 
Review, December 2014 
bit.ly/1L58ezP

Available at Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. Phone 
020 7637 1848  
or go to bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

S
HOULD Britain 
be part of the 
E u r o p e a n 
Union (EU)? 
T h i s  i s  a n 
argument that 

is going to rage over the 
coming months. 

Tory prime minister 
David Cameron is rushing 
through the legislation to 
hold a referendum on the 
issue. 

The question of Europe 
is opening up a crisis within 
the Tory party which has the 
potential to rip it apart. 

Cameron and the major-
ity of the capitalist class 
want Britain to stay in the 
EU. They are calling for a yes 
vote—and all the main par-
ties, and even trade unions, 
back them in this.

But Socialist Worker 
argues socialists should vote 
no. The EU is and always has 
been a bosses’ club. Its lead-
ers are pushing a neoliberal 
project within its borders.

This is true even though 
the most vocal people calling 
for a no vote at the moment 
are Nigel Farage, the racist 
Ukip party and the Tory right.

But for many ordinary 
people it seems that the EU 
is a positive thing, which cre-
ates jobs and can give work-
ers some protection against 
vicious bosses. 

Others see it as allowing 
people to travel more freely to 
work and study. 

The idea of supporting stay-
ing in the EU can seem like 
the common sense progressive 
choice.

So this will be a difficult 
argument, but we have to start 
with internationalism and class. 

Neither Farage or Cameron, 
the leaders of each side, is a 
friend of migrants or workers. 

Demonising
Cameron has led the charge 
against multiculturalism. He 
has been at forefront of demon-
ising migrants. Labour has been 
little better with its immigra-
tion controls pledge. 

The establishment parties 
have made racist scapegoating 
mainstream. Their rhetoric and 
policies have fuelled the growth 
of Ukip. 

During the last referendum 
on Europe in 1975 Socialist 
Worker argued against Britain 
being part of what we described 
as a bosses’ Europe. Has this 
analysis of the EU changed? 
The answer is no. 

Cameron and his allies want 
to stay in Europe to maxim-
ise the profitability of British 
capitalism.

The bosses’ CBI has said, 
“staying in the EU is over-
whelmingly best for business”.

The EU is not a benevolent 
coalition of nations motivated 
by improving the lives of its 
citizens. It has never stood for 
migrants’ or workers’ rights.

It was established in the 
1950s as a way of creating a 
regional block of capital. This 
was to help its member states 
compete on the world stage and 

ensure military security.
Membership is conditional 

on neoliberal policies and the 
EU has become integral to the 
expansion and power of Nato 
and its wars.

The EU’s insistence that 
the working class and poor of 
Greece must suffer for the fail-
ures of the banks shows this 
project is relentless.

Contrary to popular per-
ception the EU does not 
make it easier for migrants to 
move around. Instead it has 

collectively formed a blockade 
against migrants coming from 
anywhere outside its borders 
(see pages 10 and 11). 

The last referendum on 
Europe took place in 1975 and 
was fought in very different 
circumstances under a Labour 
government. The majority of 
the Tories were for a yes vote. 

They had been forced to 
come to terms with the fact 
they no longer had an empire. 
Being an ally of the US was 
not enough and they decided 

they would have to combine 
with other national states to 
strengthen British capitalism.

They wanted a free market 
across borders—the EU was 
then called the “common 
market”. They also wanted 
a mechanism to drive down 
workers’ wages and conditions 
to make British workers more 
“competitive”. 

At that time leading left 
Labour MPs, including Tony 
Benn and Michael Foot, sup-
ported the no campaign. Most 
trade unions, the Scottish 
National Party, Plaid Cymru 
and the Communist Party all 
campaigned for a no vote. 

Many on the left did not 
argue on the basis of interna-
tional solidarity, but from a dis-
tinctly nationalist viewpoint.

N
evertheless, the 
fact  that  the 
reformist left 
and other class 
forces argued no 
enabled social-

ists to build broad based left 
wing opposition.

This helped make it easier 
to expose the true nature of 
the EU than it will be this time 
around.

Although even in the 1970s 
it wasn’t straightforward. Vile 

racist right winger Enoch Powell 
also campaigned for a no vote, 
as did the Nazi National Front.

But today the no vote cam-
paign won’t see racists and right 
wingers just supporting it. 

Ukip won 3.8 million votes 
on 7 May. While this massive 
leap in support didn’t deliver 
more than one MP, it will 
enable Ukip to lead and domi-
nate the debate on the EU.

And Farage and Ukip will 
fight a nasty racist anti-migrant 
campaign. 

At the same time the Labour 
left is weak. There are no high 
profile figures equivalent to 
Foot or Benn prepared to lead 
a left campaign against EU 
membership.

Instead maverick Kate Hoey 
is the Labour figure heading up 
the no campaign from Labour. 

Defeats
All the big unions will also sup-
port staying in Europe. The 
defeats of the Thatcher era led 
some trade unionists to look to 
the EU guaranteeing greater 
protection as an alternative to 
struggle. 

Unite union general secre-
tary Len McCluskey put the 
dominant union position in a 
letter to members urging them 
to vote in the 2014 European 
election. 

He wrote, “The EU makes 
sure your hours at work aren’t 
exploited, you get protection at 
work and you get statutory holi-
days. It is also responsible for 
3.5 million jobs in the UK and 
brings an estimated £30 billion 
to the UK economy.

“So Europe isn’t just good for 
Britain, it is good for you.”

Even some of those in the 
unions or on the left who argue 
against the EU often do it by 
giving ground to the idea that 

NO TO A 
BOSSES’ 
EUROPE

As the debate about the European Union gets more heated, 
Socialist Worker editor Judith Orr argues that voting to 
endorse it would not help workers, migrants or anti-racists

migrant numbers need to be 
controlled and are a problem. 

So simply saying no to a 
bosses’ Europe will not be 
enough. Socialists will have to 
make it clear that we will not be 
sharing any platforms or work-
ing with Ukip or any other such 
no campaigners.

We reject notions of defend-
ing “sovereignty”. Workers in 
Britain are not in control of 
the national state whether it is 
in or outside Europe. The real-
ity of exploitation is unchanged 
if bosses are British, German or 
Chinese. 

We have no truck with 
nationalist chauvinism of little 
Englanders.

Part of the reason we oppose 
the EU is because we believe all 
migrants are welcome here. It 
doesn’t matter whether they are 
from within the EU or from any-
where else in the world.

It doesn’t matter whether 
they are fleeing wars or look-
ing for economic security. They 
are our sisters and brothers and 
we defend them and their right 
to come to Britain and make a 
life here.

We want to see an end to all 
immigration controls. So argu-
ments against the EU must be 
bound up with the fight against 
all forms of racism and in 
defence of migrants.  

I
nternationalism not 
n a t i o n a l i s m 
a lso means 
we stand with 
w o r k e r s  i n 
Greece against 

the EU.
The EU is a criti-

cal part of the “Troika”, 
alongside the European 
Central Bank and the 
International Monetary 
Fund, that wants to take 
money from the pockets of the 
poorest in Greece to pay the 
banks.

EU demands to slash public 
spending have crushed the 
living standards of millions of 
people in Greece.

The EU serves the interests 

of bankers, bosses and big busi-
ness. That’s why Cameron and 
his rich friends are desperate to 
stay a part of it.

We want to see them beaten 
and a no vote would rock them. 

All this is why we have to 
put the argument for voting 
no in any referendum on EU 
membership. 

But this is always as part of 
a struggle for an anti-capitalist 
vision of Europe with interna-
tional solidarity at its heart.

This means we take sides—
with workers who are standing 
up against racism, neoliberal-
ism and war across Europe and 
the world.
Socialist Worker welcomes 
responses on this issue and 
we will be running debate and 
discussion in the pages of the 
paper in the following months. 
There will also be opportunities 
to debate many aspects of the 
question at the Marxism 2015 
Festival (see page 15) and 
at meetings of the Socialist 
Workers Party around Britain

A trade union 
protest in Brussels 
against EU-backed 
austerity in 2013 
(top). A cartoon 
in the London 
Evening Standard 
from 1975 ridicules 
the no campaign 
as an alliance of 
the far left and 
far right (above). 
Protesting against 
EU policies in 
Germany (below)

Membership of 
the EU is 
conditional on 
neoliberal 
policies 

‘‘ 
With Farage?

EUROPEAN UNION leaders David Cameron, Francois Hollande and 

Angela Merkel squabble, but all see neoliberalism as the solution

Five questions about the 
European Union 

 Ê What is the 
European Union?

THE EUROPEAN Union 
(EU) is often presented as a 
higher body that stands above 
individual governments.

In reality, it is controlled 
by many of the same people 
who run Europe’s individual 
economies. 

There are powerful groups 
at the top of the EU, such as 
the European Roundtable of 
Industrialists (ERI), that push 
business interests. 

Britain’s representatives 
include Rolls Royce and 
Vodafone’s multimillionaire 
bosses Ian Davis and Vittorio 
Colao. 

But it’s not just about the 
policies. The bosses’ interests 
are built into the EU. 

To keep profits up Europe’s 
bosses needed access to 
a bigger market. And as 
capitalist firms expanded in 
the 1960s, their operations 
began to take place on a 
regional level. 

Yet it hasn’t simply 
replaced competition between 
states. Europe’s bosses need 
EU markets to keep their 
profits, but governments still 
push policies favourable to 
their own capitalists.

 Ë Why was the  
EU formed?

FOLLOWING THE Second 
World War, Europe’s ruling 
classes faced an “external” 
threat and an “internal” threat.

Each was too weak 
individually to face down 
the perceived external threat 
of Russian invasion and to 
compete with the US. 

And they needed to 
make sure that France 
and Germany’s economic 
competition didn’t once 
again turn into military 
competition. 

Forming the European Coal 
and Steel Community in 1953 
was a way of pooling markets. 

In 1957 this was expanded 
into the European Economic 
Community, initially 
containing six countries—
Belgium, France, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands 
and West Germany.

The US pushed strongly for 
this too. It needed European 
cooperation—under its 
leadership—to face down its 

imperialist rival the Soviet 
Union. 

But the bosses also faced 
an “internal” threat—their 
own working classes that had 
been radicalised in resisting 
Nazism. This forced them 
to make concessions to the 
workers’ movement. 

The EU has periodically 
expanded both in scope and 
the number of countries 
involved since then.

 Ì  Does it guarantee 
our social rights? 

FROM THE working times 
directive to trade union 
rights, the EU is supposedly a 
check on Britain’s bosses. 

In fact, it pushes free 
market reforms such 
privatisation. 

The 1997 postal services 
directive forced EU members 
to let privateers take over 
public operations.

British bosses faced a more 
acute crisis in the 1980s than 
in most of Western Europe. 

Margaret Thatcher rolled 
back workers’ rights much 
further in the 1980s than in 
most of Europe.

But Europe’s rulers are now 

doing the same in response to 
the new eurozone crisis.

Workers’ struggle 
guarantees our rights—not 
the EU.

 Í What do bosses 
gain from it? 

THE MAJORITY of British 
bosses want to remain in the 
EU. 

Their profits are dependent 
on EU markets, which is their 
dominant trading block. 

Having a “common market” 
allows them to buy and sell 
goods without costly customs 
controls. 

Being part of a larger 
trading bloc allows them to 
punch higher in the world. 

They used to look to the 
British Commonwealth and 
there’s still a minority that 
wants to orientate on the US. 

But even the City of 
London wants its financial 
services to play a premier role 
in EU financial markets.

  

 Î Does it protect 
migrants?

THE EU is not a guarantor of 
migrants’ rights. 

“Fortress Europe” is part of 
international border controls 
and aims to keep migrants 
from other parts of the world 
out of the EU (see pages 
10&11). 

Capitalism has always 
needed migrant workers, but 
when it goes into crisis bosses 
can use racism to divide 
workers.

David Cameron wants 
Britain to remain in the 
EU and have tougher 
immigration controls.

SIGNING THE Treaty of Rome to found the union in 1957

Each state was 
too weak on its 
own to face 
down perceived 
outside threats 

‘‘ 

ANALYSIS



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
What do we mean by class 
in the 21st century?
With Joseph Choonara (author 
of Unravelling Capitalism)
Thu 25 Jun, 7pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB10 1JG

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Is Marxism still relevant?
Thu 25 Jun, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, 
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Why are there so many 
wars in the Middle East?
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Is the Labour Party 
finished now?
Wed 24 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), 
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
What do we mean 
by democracy?
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Equity Centre,Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, 
BD1 2LU
BRIGHTON
Do we need violence to 
get real social change?
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, 
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: NORTH
Would Proportional 
Representation (PR) 
strengthen the left or right?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Canteen, 5th Floor,
Hamilton House, 
80 Stokes Croft, 
BS1 3QY
BRISTOL: SOUTH
Socialists and elections
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St, CB1 1DG
CHELMSFORD
Why the working class 
can change society
Thu 16 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
How do ideas change?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (enter 
via Cafe Browser), 
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL
COLCHESTER
Is England moving 
to the right?
Tue 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, 
CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
Pride,  politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre, 
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DERBY
Women,  revolution and 
the politics of liberation
Thu 2 Jul, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, 
DE22 3BL 

DONCASTER
1968—the fire last time
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre, 
21 Cleveland St,  
DN1 3EH
EDINBURGH
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace,  
EH1 2JL

GLASGOW: SOUTH
Can the SNP lead a fight 
against austerity?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St, 
G42 7RA
HARLOW
Can we reclaim the 
Labour party?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys,  
CM18 6BX

HUDDERSFIELD
Rich vs Poor—where is the 
British economy heading?
Wed 24 Jun, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  
2 New North Parade  
(near train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP
IPSWICH
How the SWP organises
Tue 7 Jul, 7pm,
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St, 
IP1 1TF

KIRKCALDY
The new liberalism 
in Scotland
Mon 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s Pub, 
297 High St, KY1 1JL
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Can Christianity be 
revolutionary?
Thu 25 Jun, 7pm,
Swarthmore Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD
LEICESTER
What would a real socialist 
government look like?
Wed 1 Jul, 7pm,
Leicester Adult 
Education College,
2 Wellington St (Belvoir 
St entrance), LE1 6HL
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
Is Britain a democracy?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (close to 
the station),  W10 5XL
LONDON: EALING
Can there be a 
revolution in Britain?
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery, 
185 Acton High St, 
W3 9DJ    
LONDON: HORNSEY 
AND WOOD GREEN
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Indian Cultural 
Centre, 9 Clarendon Rd, 
Haringey, 
N8 0DD
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why are there so 
few strikes?
Thu 25 Jun, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station, 
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: KINGSTON
A history of sexuality 
and gender
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Post-feminism to the new 
sexism—how do we fight for 
women’s liberation today?
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park), 
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Immigration—the myths 
used to divide us
Thu 2 July, 7pm,
The Grand Union, Snug Room,
26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE5 8RE
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
The role of the revolutionary 
paper—why we sell 
Socialist Worker
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Water protests, gay marriage 
and crisis in the church—
why is Ireland changing?
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Proof Bar, 30 Manchester Rd, 
M21 0BQ

MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
From testing to academies—
how the Tories are ruining 
our children’s education
Thu 25 Jun, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MEDWAY
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Nucleus Arts Centre, 
Conference Room,
272 High St, Chatham, 
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
What should socialists say 
about the EU referendum?
Thu 25 Jun, 7pm,
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
An introduction to 
Marxist economics
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
International 
Community Centre, 
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Is Britain a democracy? 
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd), OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Can there be a 
revolution in Britain?
Thu 25 Jun, 7pm,
Quaker House, 
74 Mutley Plain, 
PL4 6LF
ROTHERHAM
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Bridge Inn, Greasbrough Rd 
(near bus and train stations), 
S60 1RB
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
What should socialists say 
about the EU referendum?
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
Central United 
Reformed Church, 
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Society and politics in India
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
High Street Cafe, 
153 High St, 
SO14 2BT
YORK
Do demonstrations work?
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, 
YO10 4AH

SOCIALIST WORKER MEETINGS

BRANCH MEETINGS

CARDIFF
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX

EXETER
Thu 2 Jul, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW

LANCASTER
Thu 25 Jun, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,   
LA1 1TX

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 25 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),  
E5 0PU

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR Station), 
SE10 8JA

LONDON: TOTTENHAM
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd, 
N17 9JB

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St,  
PO5 4EY

STREET MOVEMENTS, STRIKES AND PROTESTS 
How can we beat the Tories?

PART OF a 4,000-strong protest in Bristol against the re-election of the Tories in May

PUBLIC MEETINGS

BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, King St,  
Wolverhampton WV1 1ST

ESSEX
Thu 2 Jul, 7.30pm,

Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 
Chelmsford  
CM1 2QL

LONDON: SOUTH
With Judith Orr (editor 

of Socialist Worker)
Wed 24 Jun, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd 
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
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SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY PRESENTS

 Marxism 2015FIVE-DAY POLITICAL FESTIVAL

IDEAS FOR REVOLUTION

9-13 JULY• LONDON

Fighting the Tories  Debate: Why are there so 
few strikes in Britain today? 

Is Scotland more left wing than England? 

How Corrupt is Britain?  David Whyte and Luke 
Hildyard launch a new book

Out for liberation  Nicola Field from Lesbians 
and Gays Support the Miners looks at the story 
behind the hit film Pride Screening of Dancing in 
Dulais, a film made by LGSM members in 1984–85  
Fighting for abortion rights in an era of neoliberal 
choice with Sinead Kennedy  Socialist Worker 
editor Judith Orr on Marxism and women’s 
liberation 

Is it all over in Greece?  Leading Syriza member 
Stathis Kouvelakis debates Alex Callinicos on 
where next for the Syriza government?

Education campaign meeting   How can we 
stop the Tories’ assault on education?, with 
campaigners Richard House, Gus John and 
teacher Sara Tomlinson

How can Palestine be free?  Former ANC minister 
Ronnie Kasrils joins Tom Hickey and Noga Flexer 
on a special panel on the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions campaign  Syrian and Lebanese 
socialists Joseph Daher and Waleed Daou analyse 
sectarianism in the Middle East 

Fighting racism   Hassan Mahamdallie on 
Islamophobia  Campaigner Maz Saleem joins a 
panel on tackling racism 

Culture  See the classic film  La Haine–an explosive 
look at tensions between police and a Paris estate 
  Join the Glasgow Southside Socialist Choir 
for Cabaret Revolt,  Meetings on Wolf Hall, the 
Hunger Games and Dusty Springfield 

#M2015   @MarxismFestival  bookings@marxismfestival.org.uk

WWW.MARXISMFESTIVAL.ORG.UK

ONE–DAY AND 
FOUR–DAY PASSES 

ON SALE NOW

FREE CRECHE 
AND CRASH 

ACCOMMODATION

MARXISM 
FESTIVAL 

AFTER–PARTY

MONDAY 13 JULY 
FREE ENTRY WITH 
FOUR–DAY PASS
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16 NEWS 

by RAYMIE KIERNAN in Glasgow

ONE QUESTION hung over the 
Unison union’s annual conference 
in Glasgow this week—will it 
lead resistance to the new Tory 
government? 

There was a clear mood of 
defiance at the local government 
sector conference. 

Workers know local services 
face more savage cuts from the 
Tory budget next month. 

One Nottingham delegate 
expressed this with a message to 
the government saying, “David 
Cameron can take his big society 
and shove it where the sun don’t 
shine.”

Many speeches from the floor 
argued that lack of leadership 
from the top of the union was a 
real problem.

It came under fire for not fully 
implementing decisions made at 
a special recall conference forced 
by union members in March.

That conference had called to 
restart the fight over pay this year.

General secretary Dave Prentis 
made a lacklustre speech that 
offered no lead, no strategy and no 
call to defy Tory rule.

Yet in the national press he 

warned of illegal action over the 
Tories’ attack on the unions.

Jo Cardwell from Islington 
in London warned delegates to 
“beware false radicalism”. 

She moved to implement the 
special conference decisions and 
back up the lobbying campaign over 
pay offered by the leadership with a 
programme of escalating strikes. 

She said, “Dave Prentis—don’t 

talk to me about illegal strikes 
when you call off legal ones.” 

She argued that the leadership 
struck “a shoddy deal” to call off 
the local government strikes last 
year.

Jo argued, “We should be on the 
streets marching this Saturday. 

“On 8 July every branch should 
back Barnet branch’s call for 
solidarity with its strike on the day 

of the Tories’ budget.
“And in the autumn we should 

prepare to strike.” 
 “I want this union’s legacy to be 

that we took out David Cameron 
and defended our welfare state.” 

Her speech raised the roof 
because delegates know the Tories  
are launching class war and we 
need a fightback on a scale unseen 
for years.

The Tories are pushing attacks 
on union organisation and 
privatising services. 

Their cuts mean increasing 
workloads and intolerable pressure 
for workers.

Every council worker knows 
they can’t put up with this and 
wait another five years for a 
possible Labour government.

If the Unison leadership won’t 
lead a real fight then they should 
get out of the way. 

Workers’ only weapon against 
the Tories’ onslaught is to strike to 
defend jobs and services.

The left in Unison will make 
gains when it works together.

The results of recent national 
executive elections show this.

The left now has a duty to build 
the biggest united left organisation 
possible.

The leadership tried to deflect 
criticism from Labour councils 
making cuts by arguing for a focus 
on the government. 

But Ameen Hadi from Salford 
argued, “If it’s the Tories to blame 
then we need national action 
against them this year. 

“No more Tory austerity—we 
can resist it.”
For more on Unison conference 
go to socialistworker.co.uk

 Unison needs action, not words

GLASGOW HOMELESSNESS workers are taking on the council with an all-out strike over pay (see page 20) Picture: Duncan Brown
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SNP’s latest exploits should 
ring alarm bells for the left
Many have understandably looked to the Scottish National Party as an alternative to Tory 
austerity. But as Raymie Kiernan shows, its leaders are cosying up to bosses and making cuts

Cuts and huge workloads while bosses rake in profit
THE SNP says it 
rejects the Tories’ new 

“accelerated” cuts and 
claims it wants to “end 
austerity”. 

But it has implemented 
austerity and slashed 
council budgets. Some 
40,000 council jobs have 
gone under its rule.

The NHS is also under 
attack. Spending on the 
NHS in Scotland is lower 
than spending on health in 
England. And profiteering 
from Scotland’s health 
service is happening under 
the SNP’s watch.

The Unite union has 
slammed “privatisation 

through the back door” 
at the Royal Edinburgh 
Hospital. 

A private contractor 
is to appoint its own 
maintenance staff for 
the next 25 years. This 
follows a £120 million 
redevelopment partnership 
deal with the SNP.

Teachers are also furious 
at intolerable workloads. 
A new curriculum has 
been introduced without 
new resources to fund its 
implementation. 

Some 4,000 teachers 
have gone.

And the SNP’s 
reorganisation of further 

education colleges has 
been a disaster. 

There are now a third 
fewer students, thousands 
fewer staff and budgets 
are £69 million lower than 
they were four years ago.

The SNP declined to use 
powers it has to change 
the Scotrail franchise. 

It could have made it 
a not-for-profit contract 
and brought the railways 
under public control.

Instead the SNP handed 
a deal worth over  
£7 billion to Abellio. 
Profiteer Serco was also 
handed an £800 million 
contract to run sleeper 

train services. And 
controversially, Serco was 
given the NorthLink ferry 
contract even though the 
state-owned operator 
made a cheaper bid. 

The bid was returned 
unopened. Rather than 
explain its decision the 
SNP cites “commercial 
confidentially” and says 
nothing. 

Now the bulk of ferry 
services, run by state-
owned operator Calmac, 
are out to tender. 

RMT union members at 
Calmac have voted by  
92 percent to strike to 
defend their pensions. 

NICOLA STURGEON, leader of the 
Scottish National Party (SNP) and 
Scottish first minister, tried to bol-
ster the party’s left wing image last 
week.

She appeared on US satirical news 
programme The Daily Show and 
quipped how unlikely it would be to 
hear the US “asking permission to 
invade an oil-producing country”. 

But Sturgeon’s visit to the US 
wasn’t just to talk about “independ-
ence, oil and haggis”. 

She used her trip to make clear 
economic plans which should ring 
alarm bells for everyone on the left.

In a less publicised interview with 
Bloomberg TV, her “very clear mes-
sage” was that “Scotland is open for 
business”.

When asked if the SNP favoured 
lowering corporation tax, her 
response was that “we’ve argued that 
for quite some time”. 

An audience in New York was told 
Scotland is a “very good” place to 
make money. This is true—for some. 

Poor
Some eight years of SNP rule has seen 
no shift in wealth from rich to poor. 

Scotland now has a record nine bil-
lionaires and is as unequal as ever.

The 100 richest people have 
seen their combined wealth rise by  
13 percent in the past year to over 
£28 billion. 

That’s over double the increase 
enjoyed by Britain’s wealthiest 1,000. 

The SNP has attracted huge sup-
port after the Labour Party disgrace-
fully lined up with Tories to push a 
No vote during the independence 
referendum. 

And the SNP’s left wing rhetoric 
has appealed to many who are sick 
of Tory austerity. But despite the 

soundbites the SNP is thoroughly 
pro-business. 

In November last year Sturgeon 
gave her first interview as leader to 
the Financial Times newspaper to 
reassure bosses they had “nothing to 
fear” from the SNP.

In another speech made in the 
US, this time at the World Bank, she 
stressed her intention to emulate 
“Rhine capitalism”. 

This is allegedly a more efficient 
and humane version of the market.
But it ignores the fundamentally 
opposed interests of workers and 
bosses. 

It has obvious attractions to a poli-
tician eager to offer reforms without 
confronting capitalism.

When given opportunities to buck 
the market the SNP has time and 
again passed them up in favour of 

being a friend to the bosses. 
The way it has managed key 

devolved powers, such as health, edu-
cation and transport, show this to be 
the case (see below). 

On The Daily Show Sturgeon said 
the referendum showed people “want 
to get their politicians on the spot and 
make sure that we are delivering for 
them”. 

It’s time we started doing that.

Scotland 
is ‘key ally’  
of the US 

THE SNP’S vision of 
an independent 

Scotland is not one the 
left should share. 

This was made clear 
in a speech Sturgeon 
made to the US Council 
on Foreign Relations last 
week.

Socialists argued for 
a Yes vote in last year’s 
referendum on the basis 
that it could break the 
imperialist British state 
and weaken its ability to 
cooperate in US wars. 

Many backed 
independence from 
a left, anti-war 
perspective and voted 
SNP for those reasons. 

But Sturgeon’s 
comments undermine 
those credentials.

She said, “Do not 
think that the SNP and 

the Scottish government 
takes a markedly 
different position from 
the UK government on 
the vast majority of 
international issues. We 
don’t.”

She added that an 
independent Scotland 
would be “a key ally” 
of the US and be “a 
continuing member of 
the Nato alliance to play 
our part in collective 
security”. 

US imperialism 
would have “nothing 
whatsoever” to fear 
from the SNP.

SNP members against Trident

Scotrail was gifted to Abellio

SNP LEADER Nicola Sturgeon told an audience in New York that Scotland is “open for business” 
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Meeting to prevent 
Tory Islamophobia
AROUND 200 people 
took part in an important 
conference last Saturday 
examining and campaigning 
against the government’s 
Prevent strategy.

It was organised by the 
Islamic Human Rights 
Commission and supported 
by the UCU union, Cage and 
others.

Prevent means Muslims 
are monitored for “extremist” 
ideas—defined as hostility 
to “British values”. All who 
oppose British foreign 
policy are automatically 
“suspicious”.

Freedom rides 
again in Sheffield
SOUTH YORKSHIRE Freedom 
Riders were set to stage 
a protest in Sheffield on 
Tuesday of next week.

The action marks 
one year since transport 
police arrested Freedom 
Riders George Arthur 
and Tony Nuttall during a 
demonstration at Sheffield 
train station.

Protesters will meet at the 
station at 12 noon.

School workers win 
living wage fight
SOME 280 school kitchen 
assistants won a 39 percent 
pay rise following a battle 
for the London Living Wage 
(LLW) at Camden council.

The Unison union members 
employed by contractors 
Caterlink have secured a rise 
from £6.60 to £9.15 an hour. 

Camden Unison has held 
meetings and protests. Nearly 
100 Caterlink workers joined 
the union—up from just 23.

Cleaners working for 
contractors OCS at law firm 
Withers also won the LLW last 
week, after calling a protest.

Trades councils 
meet up in Crewe
ABOUT 80 trade unionists 
from trades councils and 
county associations met last 
weekend in Crewe for the 
annual trade union councils 
conference.

There was a screening of 
Still the Enemy Within and 
a discussion with ex-miner 
Steve Hammill on the opening 
night. They passed motions 
supporting National Gallery 
and Tata Steel workers. 
Others called for regional 
marches against austerity and 
an inquiry into Orgreave.
Nina Hammill, secretary 
Crewe trades union council

Anti-fascists are 
out in Dudley
UNITE AGAINST Fascism 
(UAF) activists opposed a 
march by racist football fans 
in Dudley last Saturday.

Trade unionists, mosque 
representatives and church 
leaders rallied behind a UAF 
LGBT against Islamophobia 
banner.

Victory for victimised 
union rep Phil Turner
by NICK  CLARK

TRADE UNIONISTS were 
celebrating after NUJ union 
rep Phil Turner won his 
battle against victimisation 
on Wednesday of last week.

Journalists at the 
Rotherham Advertiser had 
been set to strike last Thursday 
against bosses’ decision to 
single Phil out for compulsory 
redundancy following a 
selection process.

The strike was called off 
when management backed 
down the day before.

Phil has worked for the 
newspaper for 30 years and 
led the union there for most 
of that time. Phil’s NUJ chapel 
was inundated with messages 

of support—while bosses were 
bombarded with complaints. 

And some 250 people 
protested in Rotherham in his 
support earlier this month.

Fred Sprague, Rotherham 
NUT union divisional secretary, 
told Socialist Worker, “As 
a trade unionist and as a 
journalist, Phil is outstanding. 
He’s always given solidarity 
with workers in Rotherham—
they’ve always been on picket 
lines in solidarity with us.

“Phil has campaigned 
for justice for the victims 
of child sexual exploitation 
in Rotherham. And he led 
the fight against racists that 
wanted to divide our town.”

Ged Dempsey, an executive 
member of the Unite union, 
told Socialist Worker, “On 

the protest loads of people 
came up to say that when 
they were fighting Phil was 
always in their corner. It shows 
that everybody mucking in 
together and putting pressure 
on the company was really 
important”.

Phil told Socialist Worker, 
“I want to thank everyone for 
all the solidarity I’ve had. It’s 
clear that’s what has been key 
to this victory—solidarity has 
won.

“It’s not just about me. It’s 
about defending our unions 
and fighting for jobs. The first 
thing the Tories are doing after 
the election is making it harder 
for the unions to fight back.

“But this shows that if we 
fight we can win. That’s the 
message to shout.”

SPORTS DIRECT

AROUND 250 people gathered 
in Shirebrook Town Square, 
North Derbyshire, last Saturday 
to to express their anger at 
a Sports Direct warehouse.

It employs 4,000 people but 
85 percent are agency workers 
on zero hours contracts. The 
majority are eastern European.

Although some people made 
racist comments, and the racist 
EDL had threatened to come, 
the rally went off peacefully.

Socialist James Eaden 
addressed the crowd, stressing 
that it was vital to blame the 
bosses and not Polish workers.
Jeannie Robinson

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS

DIXONS CARPHONE
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Protest backs council staff
AROUND 300 striking 
council workers and 
supporters marched in 
Bromley, Kent, last Saturday. 

The Tory council is 
pushing a mass privatisation 
scheme similar to that in 
Barnet, north London, that 
will see staffing levels cut 
from 4,000 down to 300.

Workers in the Unite 
union have struck repeatedly 
over the past six weeks, with 
more strikes set to take place 
this week.

There was an electric 
mood, and banners from 
unions and trades councils 
across London.

Council transport worker 
Tina said, “It’s great to 
be part of a network of 
solidarity, and to cause a 
bit of chaos. I don’t think 
many people know what 
the council is doing, but the 

support from the public has 
been great.” 

Unite branch secretary 
Kathy Smith addressed 
the crowd. She said, 
“The support for this is 
everywhere, from trade 
unions, residents, members 
of the community and 
service users. But we now 
have to be confident in 
ourselves to win this.”

Paula Peters of Disabled 
People Against Cuts spoke 
in support of the strikers 
at the housing summit last 
Saturday.

“We’ve linked arms, 
laid down in the road, 
and sang anti-austerity 
songs together,” she said. 
“I’m proud to support the 
Bromley Unite workers.”

The meeting raised £200 
for the strike fund.
Nathan Pettefar

FIREFIGHTERS

 Strikers tackle jobs bonfire
FIREFIGHTERS IN Essex struck 
for 15 hours last weekend over 
planned cuts which could see a 
quarter of jobs slashed.

It was their 14th strike this 
year. They were joined by 
control room staff who are 
also fighting shift changes and 
a new computer system

Riccardo La Torre, Essex 
FBU union brigade chair, told 
Socialist Worker, “Fighting 
spirits were high. There were 
pickets across the county, and 
new branches were out too.”

Fire bosses plan to cut at 
least 179 full time firefighters 
at frontline fire stations.

This will mean longer waits 

for fire crews to arrive at 
emergencies.

Riccardo said, “These are 
the worst cuts we’ve seen. 
They will be dangerous for us 
and the public.”

On the eve of the walkout 
fire bosses threatened to lock 
workers out, but backed down 
after a legal challenge.

Staff who dispatch crews on 
emergency calls picketed the 
control room headquarters.

Workers say more action is 
likely if bosses refuse to meet.
Annette Mackin
lSend messages of support 
to essexfbu@live.co.uk or on 
Twitter @EssexFBU

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

NEWSQUEST

JOURNALISTS at Newsquest 
newspapers in south 
London were set to 
begin a 12-day strike on 
Thursday of this week.

The NUJ union members 
are fighting a “restructure” 
that would see jobs cut 
across a range of local 
newspapers. Bosses also 

want to merge editorial 
departments in south east 
and south west London, 
forcing journalists from the 
south east to work remotely.

The strike was originally 
set for Monday of this week. 
But it was rescheduled 
ahead of a legal challenge 
from Newsquest.

TRINITY MIRROR

NUJ UNION members 
at the Birmingham Mail 
and Coventry Telegraph 
have passed votes of no 
confidence in managers.

Bosses at Trinity Mirror 
plan to cut 25 jobs and force 
journalists to meet individual 
audience targets aimed at 
increasing online traffic.

Marchers in Bromley last Saturday  Picture: Lewisham swP

PROTESTERS gathered 
outside a Dixons Carphone 
distribution centre in 
Wednesbury in the West 
Midlands last Friday (right).

Boss and Bullingdon Club 
member Sebastian James  
wants to get rid of 500 
workers after Dixons’ merger 
with Carphone Warehouse. 
They have been offered 
relocation 90 miles away.

CWU union member Pesh 
said, “I’m disgusted.

“Where is their care for 
the workers who made 
Dixons’ profits?”
Ian Murray

TRANSPORT WORKERS

 Don’t take 
Tube ‘crap’
A RESOUNDING vote to 
strike on London trains is 
expected when an Aslef 
union ballot ends this 
Thursday. The RMT, TSSA 
and Unite unions are also 
balloting in the dispute over 
pay and the imposition of 
new Night Tube rosters.

The RMT recommends 
its members reject “a crap 
pay offer and even worse 
rosters”. An Aslef driver 
told Socialist Worker, 
“This dispute is about who 
controls the job on the 
ground—the Tube workers 

or Boris and management. 
Its significance should 
reverberate across London.”

nCLEANERS and 
maintenance staff in the 
RMT union on Merseyrail 
stations for contractor Lorne 
Stewart struck last Friday.

The strike was in support 
of two union activists sacked 
for allegedly claiming pay for 
hours not worked—charges 
workers say are trumped up.

Bus bosses 
back off
BOSSES AT First Bradford 
buses have retreated from an 
attack on workers’ terms and 

conditions after drivers in 
the Unite union threatened 
an eight-day strike. The firm 
attempted to transfer eight 
jobs from Bradford to Halifax 
without negotiations.

“They wanted to operate 
a race to the bottom but 
we wanted to put a stop to 
that,” Unite branch secretary 
Mohammad Taj told Socialist 
Worker. “If unions don’t fight 
for the right to negotiate 
why are we here?” Workers 
struck for two days in April.

nOVER 100 Abellio 
Surrey bus drivers in the 
Unite union suspended 
four planned strike days 
after bosses backed off 
from attacking pay and 
conditions.
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FOOD WORKERS

Drivers refuse to cross 
bakery workers’ picket
MEMBERS OF the Bfawu 
bakers’ union at Gunstone’s 
Bakery in Dronfield, 
Sheffield, began a 48 hour 
strike on Monday of this 
week. 

Over 60 were on the 
picket line on Monday. 
There were cheers as lorry 
drivers refused to cross the 
picket line.  

Bosses have been stalling 
on a pay offer. They said 
they wanted a redundancy 
process and would return to 
a pay offer in February. 

But after 426 
redundancies bosses said 
there would be no offer 
without changes to shifts 
and shift allowances.

One shop steward told 
Socialist Worker, “We will 
do whatever it takes to win. 

“Members are angry that 
there is no pay rise and the 
bosses want to take money 
off them too.” 

More strikes are planned.
Bosses have brought in 

hundreds of agency workers 
on short term contracts

Another striker said 
“They want us to do 12 hour 
shifts. Our bodies can’t 
take it.

“We are on our feet all 
day on the production line.”  

A delegation from the 
Hovis bakery in Wigan 
visited the picket line.
Jeannie Robinson 

nBFAWU MEMBERS at the 
Hovis bakery in Wigan are 
still in negotiations with 
bosses over plans to make 
48 workers redundant.

HOUSING

Summit plans next steps in 
fight against housing crisis
by DAVE SEWELL

ACTIVISTS FROM housing 
campaigns across England and 
Wales called for a day of action 
in July and a new March for 
Homes at a summit in central 
London last Saturday.

Around 150 people attended 
the event, called by Defend 
Council Housing and backed by 
a number of organisations.

These included the Radical 
Housing Network, Unite 
Community, GMB Young 
London, Generation Rent and  
Disabled People Against Cuts.

Linda Charnock of Bolton 
Against the Bedroom Tax 
said, “The general election 
result was heartbreaking. But 
now I’ve got a fire in my belly 
again. We’ve got to keep up the 
fight—no-one’s going to do it 
for us.”

Unite union assistant 

general secretary Gail Cartmail 
called for “civil disobedience”.

Della, an activist in 
Southwark Benefit Justice, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
getting worse and worse—
more parents are getting their 
benefits sanctioned for long 
periods of time. We all need to 
rebel a lot more.”

The summit agreed to a 
housing bloc on this Saturday’s 
People’s Assembly protest and 
a day of action over housing 
and benefits on Saturday  
25 July.

nACTIVISTS AND a Labour 
councillor stopped the 
eviction of a single mother 
in Waltham Forest, east 
London, last week. She was 
threatened with evicion after 
not being able to pay a £400 
a month rent increase.
Joel Hirsch

ANTI-RACISM

Support Newham students   
THREE MUSLIM women 
students suspended at 
Newham Sixth Form College 
(NewVIc) in east London are 
gathering increasing support. 

The three were 
suspended after standing 
up to Islamophobia and 
the government’s Prevent 
strategy. This compels 
schools and colleges to 
report young people for signs 
of so-called “non-violent 
extremism”.

The “NewVIc3” have also 
faced a deluge of online 
Islamophobic racism. 

The college said the 
students were suspended 
over misuse of the college 

email system. But this 
could have been addressed 
without suspensions—the 
suspensions are wrong.

Anti-racist organisations, 
NUS officers, NUS black 
students and local people 
have backed them.

NewVIc is not an 
Islamophobic college. This 
situation is a result of state 
Islamophobia and Prevent. 

The case has implications 
far beyond Newham. A 
generation of young Muslims 
are starting to fight state 
Islamophobia. We must all 
support them.
Miriam Scharf, Newham 
NUT union officer (pc)

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES ROUND-UP

UCU UNION members at 
Sheffield College struck on 
Wednesday of last week 
against plans to cut 75 jobs.

The union wants bosses 
to halve the planned 
cuts and has said the 
college should “offer a 
college-wide voluntary 
redundancy scheme”.

nWORKERS AT Aberdeen 
University have voted for 
industrial action to stop 
150 planned job cuts.

The UCU union members 
backed strikes by 73 percent.

Workers are demanding 
the university rules out 
compulsory redundancies. 
They plan to lobby the 
university court on 30 June 
and are deciding the next 

steps in their dispute.

nUCU MEMBERS at 
University of South Wales’ 
Newport and Caerleon 
campuses have backed 
strikes by 77 percent against 
plans to close the art 
foundation course and make 
four workers redundant.

The union wants bosses to 
look at redeployment options 
or severance schemes. 

nUCU MEMBERS at  
Mid Cheshire College are 
balloting for strikes to fight 
compulsory redundancies. 
The ballot ends on 
Wednesday of next week.

Bosses want job cuts 
but the college has cash 
reserves of £1.5 million.

Strike called to fight 
deep education cuts  
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS AT 12 London 
colleges were set to strike 
on Tuesday of next week to 
defend jobs and education.

The 12 colleges are City 
and Islington, Tower Hamlets, 
Lambeth, Hammersmith 
and  Ea l ing ,  Hackney , 
Conel, College of North 
West London, Westminster 
Kingsway, South Thames 
Merton branch, Greenwich, 
Croydon and Lewisham and 
Southwark College.

The action will be joined 
by a number of colleges out-
side London. Though the 
UCU was unable to con-
firm which ones as Socialist 
Worker went to press..

Richard McEwan is a UCU  
union member at Tower 
Hamlets College. He told 
Socialist Worker, “The ballot 
results for strikes were very 
strong. They clearly show 
that members do want to 
strike to defend jobs.

“College branch meetings 
that followed the ballots rein-
forced that.”

Deep
Colleges across Britain face 
deep cuts in the wake of a 
government decision to slash 
funding for adult education 
by 24 percent. Some 200 lec-
turers, students and support-
ers joined a lobby of parlia-

ment to defend education on 
Tuesday of this week.

David Howard-Baker, a 
sixth form student, came to 
the lobby from Plymouth. 
He told Socialist Worker, 
“I’m here to stand up for the 
next generation who will be 
affected by the cuts. The cuts 
are completely unnecessary.”

Workers plan to lobby the 
business, innovation and 
skills department on the day 
of the strike.

Richard said the stakes are 
high. “We will lose 400,000 
student places as a result of 

the 24 percent funding cut,” 
he said. “That’s on top of one 
million places cut since 2010.

“The  Assoc ia t ion  o f 
Colleges has said that adult 
education ‘will not exist’ by 
the time of the next election 
if the cuts go ahead.

“There is no option of wait-
ing for a new government to 
save us in five years’ time. We 
have to fight now.”

Workers from several col-
leges and their supporters 
met in Camberwell, south 
London, on Wednesday 
of last week to discuss the 

fightback. April Ashley, assis-
tant branch secretary of the 
Unison union in Southwark, 
said cuts to further education 
fell heavily on support staff.

She added that recent dis-
putes at Lambeth College 
and over academies in 
Lewisham showed that “strik-
ing can win”. Rose Veitch 
from Hackney College told 
the meeting, “We’ve got the 
moral high ground. 

“What the government is 
proposing is injustice. We’ve 
got to fight—what have we 
got to lose?”

EDUCATION

LOBBYING PARLIAMENT against cuts to adult education on Tuesday Picture: Guy Smallman 

FURTHER EDUCATION

Threat to courses and jobs 
UCU UNION members at 
Lewisham and Southwark 
College were set to begin a 
two-day strike on Thursday 
of this week. 

The workers face cuts that 
put up to 200 jobs at risk and 
could see an entire campus, 
in Camberwell, close down.

The cuts would close down 
the college’s trade union 
studies department.

The walkout follows a 
successful 24-hour strike 
earlier this month.

One UCU member told 
Socialist Worker, “Further 
education isn’t being 
funded—it’s not on the 
agenda.

“We are going to have to 
do a ‘skills match’ then an 
interview to try and keep our 
jobs. It’s awful. 

“But we’ve been recruiting 
people to the UCU during 

this dispute.”
Another worker said, 

“Once we started striking 
you saw a mood change. It 
made people make decisions 
about where they stood.

“If you’re under 40 you 
haven’t seen workers win 
anything significant in your 
lifetime. Some people asked 
what a picket line was.

“People are being 
politicised at our college.” 

UCU members at the 
college backed strikes by  
85 percent in a recent ballot. 

UCU members at Ealing, 
Hammersmith and West 
London College were set to 
join the strike for 24 hours 
on the Thursday. 

Those at Hackney College 
planned to walk out for one 
hour on the same day.
lSend messages of support to 
savelscollege@gmail.com

ANTI-ACADEMIES

TEACHERS AT Rokeby 
school in Newham, east 
London, were set to strike for 
three days next week. 

The walkout was set to 
start on Tuesday of next 
week.

The NUT union members 

are battling plans to turn the 
school into an academy.

They also struck at the 
beginning of the month 
against the proposals.
lSend messages of support to 
georgefuller@rokeby.newham.
sch.uk
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STEEL WORKERS 
READY TO FIGHT 
by RICHARD MORSE

MORE THAN 13,000 steel 
workers were set to strike 
on Monday of next week 
against attacks on their 
pension scheme. 

It will be the first national 
steel strike in more than  
30 years.

Tata Steel bosses want to 
close the workers’ pension 
scheme for new workers and 
worsen it for current ones.

Workers would have to 
work until they drop with 
proposals to raise the pension 
age from 60 to 65.

Supporters
Some 500 steel workers and 
supporters took part in a 
protest against the plans in 
Newport, South Wales, last 
Saturday.

Newport is near Tata’s 
Llanwern plant, one of its big-
gest along with Scunthorpe 
in Lincolnshire. 

Others include Shotton 
in North Wales, Rotherham 
in South Yorkshire, Corby 
i n  N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e , 
Hartlepool and Redcar in 
Teesside, and York.

The workers are members 

of the Community, Unite, 
GMB and Ucatt unions.

At  the ra l ly  Jess ica 
Morden, the MP for Newport 
East, criticised Tata Steel 
boss Karl-Ulrich Köhler for 
refusing to be questioned by 

MPs.
Andrew Gutteridge, chair 

of the multi-union committee 
at Llanwern works, said, “We 
want to have a discussion and 
get back round the table. 

“Ninety eight percent of 

our members have voted to 
take action as a collective 
that sends a strong message 
to the company.”

With such a mandate 
unions should not call off the 
action for less than victory.

Gutteridge added, “I’m a 
third generation steelworker. 
I put my military pension into 
my steelworker pension and 
now I can’t get to that.

“A lot of members are ex-
miners who have put their 

pensions into the scheme—
it’s a nightmare to be honest.”

Ieuan Jenkins is a second 
generation steelworker. 

He said, “I can’t see us 
being able to do what we do 
day to day in five years time 
let alone 15 years time. 

“It’s the physicality of the 
job.”

Picket
There was a strong argu-
ment to have as large a picket 
as possible, despite legal 
restrictions.

Port Talbot branch officer 
John Williams called on all 
union members to join a mass 
picket at the site.

The strike will follow an 
overtime ban set to begin on 
Tuesday of this week.

Bosses all over Britain 
want to drive down work-
ers’ conditions to boost their 
profits. 

And the Tories want to 
attack trade union rights to 
help them.  

That makes the steel dis-
pute a fight for us all.

STEELING THEMSELVES for action—workers from the Llanwern plant march through Newport 

UNISON UNION

 Striking homelessness workers set for protest at Glasgow City Council
by RAYMIE KIERNAN in Glasgow

UNISON UNION activists 
from across Britain were 
set to protest at Glasgow 
City Council headquarters 
on Thursday of this week.

Homelessness 
caseworkers, who have 
been on all-out strike for 
two and a half months, 
called the demo. 

They demand to 
be paid equal to 
colleagues with the same 
responsibilities and won’t 
accept divisive offers.

Striker Yasmin told 
Socialist Worker, “We 
came out together 
and we all go back 

together—no exceptions.”
Council leaders were 

only forced to act after 
Unison threatened to 
cut funding to Glasgow 
Labour Party, which 
controls the council.

But while conceding the 
strikers should be paid 
more, the council insists 
there has to be a cost. An 
offer to regrade most, but 
not all, caseworkers would 
be funded with less money.

And there is a further 
sting in the tail. Bosses 
want to re-interview 
strikers to check they 
are “competent”.

A mass meeting last 
week didn’t even bother 
taking a vote on the 

proposal. Opposition 
was resoundingly clear.

The protest will also 
demand the reversal of 
a decision by conference 
venue SECC to uphold 
the sacking of Unison 
rep Robert O’Donnell.

Robert told Socialist 
Worker the sacking 
centres on “an alleged 
unwitnessed incident 
with my supervisor”. 

Unison branch officer 
Scott Donohoe believes 
“the dismissal relates 
to Robert’s role as a 
trade union activist”.

SECC is 91 percent 
owned by the Labour-
run council but refuses 
to recognise the union. 

Unison and other 
unions have held 
their 2015 annual 
conferences at SECC.

Delegates at Unison’s 
local government 
conference (see page 16) 
cut their agenda short and 
walked out of the venue 
in protest last Sunday. 

And the union has 
warned bosses at SECC 
that it could be struck 
off its approved list of 
conference venues. 
Join the protest Thu  
18 Jun, 5.45pm, Glasgow City 
Chambers, George Square. 
Donate to the strike fund: Unity 
Bank, Sort code 08-60-01, 
Account number 20275792, 
Account name “Industrial 
Action—Income”Robert O’Donnell speaks to workers at SECC conference centre

On other pages...
Miners slam decision not to  
investigate Orgreave>>Page 6
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