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  lTORIES ATTACK THE POOR
 lMPS GRAB A £7,000 RISE

THE TORIES rammed through a welfare bill stuffed 
with attacks on the poor this week—just in time to 
disappear off on their long summer holidays.

While MPs wonder how to spend the 10 percent pay 
rise they just trousered, millions of working class people 
will face weeks of anxiety.

They’re working out how they will afford to pay the 
bills and put food on the table after the Tories’ latest 
attack.

The scale of cuts in the welfare bill shows just what 
the Tories want to do to the living standards of work-
ing class people. This is austerity on a scale they’ve 
never tried before.

The majority of Labour MPs abstained from voting 
against this onslaught of poverty and fear. They should 
be ashamed. We need real opposition—a fightback 
against the Tories.
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 DON’T ABSTAIN—RESIST!
MINISTER FOR welfare cuts—Iain Duncan Smith picture:pA

THE STORY OF 
THE ‘HURRICANE’ 

The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 
Wrongly convicted US boxer 

and civil rights hero dies 
>>Page  13

What’s included in the Trade Union Bill and what 
we can do about it >>Pages 10&11

Is this the end of  
the right to strike? 

GREEK
LESSONS

The current battle against unelected institutions in Greece isn’t the 
first. Dave Sewell looks at the July Days in 1965 >>Pages 14&15
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GREECE

Greek MPs to 
vote on cuts as 
fightback grows
MPS WERE set to vote on 
new austerity measures on 
Wednesday of this week.

Public sector trade union 
federation Adedy has called a 
protest outside. 

Workers say they are ready 
to fight when parliament 
reopens after the summer. 
Dockers and hospital workers 
are already in dispute. 
>>Pages 4&5

STRIKE

All-out strike in 
Glasgow forces 
bosses back
GLASGOW CITY council 
workers have shown 
workers can fight and win.

They accepted a new offer 
on Tuesday of this week 
after 16 weeks on strike. 

The deal means workers 
delivering the homeless 
service will be on higher 
pay. And all workers will be 
regraded.
>>Page 3

ISLAMOPHOBIA

Babar Ahmad 
freed at last after 
11 years of jail
BABAR AHMAD is 
free and back with his 
family in London. 

The press is keen to dismiss 
him as a terrorist. But the 
US judge who convicted him 
said he was not interested “in 
what is commonly known as 
terrorism”. 
>>Page 8
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lMPS HAVE been issued with an 
guide to using Twitter. Pearls of 

wisdom include telling the truth and 
not tweeting while drunk. It adds 
“Tweet about things normal people 
are interested in like music, sport, 
films and TV. But make it genuine, 
don’t fake an interest in your local 
football team or Coronation Street 
if that’s not your thing.”

A Reich royal racism runs 
deep in the Windsor family
THE  NAT ION  ra l l i e d 
behind the queen as she 
was rocked by cruel Nazi 
smears (pictured).

No better man to explain 
than Tory MP Boris Johnson, 
“The two little girls are 
plainly fooling around, and 
so is their mother, and so—
probably—is their uncle 
Edward.” 

The “probably” is there 
for a reason. Uncle Edward,  
or King Edward VIII, was a 
friend of Adolf Hitler.

The story of Edward and 
Wallis Simpson is often sold 
as a heartwarming romance. 

The best man at their wed-
ding was Edward “Fruity” 
Metcalfe, who had been pho-
tographed in fascist regalia 
at a British Union of Fascists 
(BUF) dinner. Sort of like our 
own dear Prince Harry but 
with feeling.

The bride’s closest friend 

was Diana Mosley, who mar-
ried BUF founder Sir Oswald 
Mosley at Nazi minister 
Joseph Goebbels’s home, with 
Hitler as guest of honour.

The establishment made 
Edward abdicate because of 

the couple’s open sympathy 
for Germany in the run-up 
to war.

The queen mother once 
sent a copy of Hitler’s book 
Mein Kampf to a friend, 
saying, “Even a skip through 

gives you a good idea of his 
obvious sincerity.”

Her confidant Woodrow 
Wyatt put it, “She clearly has 
some reservations about Jews 
in her old-fashioned English 
way.”

All four of Prince Philip’s 
elder sisters were married off 
to various posh Nazis in the 
1930s. Two had sons called 
Adolf.

And the queen’s sister once 
stormed out of a showing of 
Schindlers List, saying, “I 
don’t want to hear another 
word about Jews or the 
Holocaust. Not one more 
word. I heard enough during 
the war. I never want to hear 
about it again. Ever.”

And as one biography put 
it, “One of her German cous-
ins had run a concentration 
camp, for which he later 
stood trial as a war criminal.”

Plainly fooling around.

lDAVID CAMERON is taking his 
family on three summer holidays.

Cornwall will be followed by a break 
in Portugal. The third family holiday 
is on the Scottish island of Jura.

Cameron shoots stags there. His 
father-in-law Lord Astor has an estate.

Though technically it is owned 
by a holding company in a tax 
haven. Which is nice. 

May turns the taps 
off Boris’s cannon 
POOR BORIS Johnson saw 
his dreams of blasting 
protesters off the streets lie 
in tatters last week. Tory 
home secretary Theresa 
May ruled out letting 
police use water cannons 
in London.

Unfortunately Johnson 
had already splashed 
£218,000 on three second-
hand cannons. That cost 
went up to £329,000 after 
maintenance, transport 
and officer 
training.

Johnson 
knew 
that 
the 

models were being phased 
out in Germany after 
blinding a 66 year old man.

The vehicles carrying 
them were too polluting 
to be allowed into most 
of London. But he drove 
ahead regardless.

May didn’t rule them 
out for noble reasons. She 
worried about making 
the cops’ reputation even 
worse. She said they may 
be “counterproductive” 
and could undermine the 
“legitimacy” of the police.

Top Merseyside cop 
Sir Jon Murphy warned 
that water cannon are 
“closely associated with 
the suppression of political 
protest in Egypt”. Using 

them in London 
wouldn’t look good.

Racist cops face 
Facebook probe 
THE MET has launched 
yet another investigation 
into itself after its 
officers used a “secret” 
Facebook group to 
air racist views. 

Cops used a closed 
group on the social 
network to post racist 
comments about 
Gypsies and Travellers. 

Named “I’ve Met the 
Met”, it has around 
3,000 participants, and 
serves as 
an unofficial 
and invite 
only online 
forum.

According 
to a 
complaint 
sent by 

the Traveller Movement 
charity the comments 
suggest a “canteen 
culture of racism towards 
Gypsies and Travellers”.

lPROJECT FAWN is 
aimed at preparing 

nursery and school 
staff for the possibility 
that London could be 
hit by terrorist attacks. 
It comes with slides 
referring to domestic 

extremism, 
student 
protests, 
the Occupy 
movement, 
and climate 
issues 
and urban 
explorers.

Where are the sharks when needed?

A dangerous tent

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘To understand 
Christianity is to 
understand that 
we are all sinners’
Tim Farron, new leader of 
the Liberal Democrats, when 
asked if gay sex was a sin

‘I don’t know why 
you say that she’s 
my boss’ 
London mayor Boris Johnson 
on the idea that a woman 
could tell him what to do

‘Raucous 
troublemakers 
in the feather 
bedded public 
sector’
The Daily Mail on the unions

‘This is a battle 
for Britain’
The Mail gets excited about 
the Tories’ anti-union laws

‘She looks the 
same weight as 
the Duchess (of 
Cambridge)’
Daily Mail interview with  
Liz Kendall gets to grips with 
the real issues

‘To lift them out 
of despair’
The explanation for Tony Blair 
meeting Labour MPs

‘It just shows the 
Royal Family are 
as human as the 
next man’
Military historian James 
Holland on the queen’s salute

AN INNOCENT gesture for simpler times

Arms sales to 
Israel back on
LAST YEAR the 
government brought in 
arms export restrictions 
on Israel. Last week, 
Sajid Javid took time off 
from attacking unions 
(see pages 10&11) and 
pronounced, “In August 
2014 the government 
announced that it had 
identified 12 export 
licences it would suspend. 
... As a result of the 
most recent review this 
additional measure has 
now been lifted.”

Tory takes the 
p in expenses

TORY MP Rob Wilson, 
member for Reading East, 
has put in more than 160 
travel claims of less than 
£1 since 2010.

Last year Wilson 
claimed 9p to cover 
the 0.2 mile journey he 
made for a “constituency 
engagement”.

In November last year 
he claimed 60p for riding 
his bicycle to work.
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ALL FALL

£2.3BN
Jobseekers’ Allowance not 
claimed in 2014 

£2.8BN
pension credit not claimed 
in 2014

£3.6BN
Housing benefit not 
claimed in 2014

£2.8BN 
Income Support and 
Employment and Support 
Allowance not claimed in 
2014

£13BN  
total amount unclaimed  
by people entitled to 
benefits. That’s ten times 
the amount lost to benefit 
fraud



IN BRIEF
 Theresa May  
 broke the law
HOME SECRETARY Theresa 
May unlawfully detained 
three asylum seekers, a 
judge has ruled.

In the three test cases 
involving possible victims 
of trafficking their detention 
failed to protect vulnerable 
people.

Stephanie Harrison QC 
said, “The Home Office now 
needs to adhere to the law.”

 LGBT prejudice  
 is widespread
LGBT PEOPLE in Scotland 
face widespread prejudice 
including violence, a new 
report has revealed.

The Equality Network 
called on political parties to 
set out plans to tackle LGBT 
discrimination.

 Police are still  
 failing children
SOUTH YORKSHIRE Police 
(SYP) needs to make “major 
improvements” to keep 
children safe, according to a 
report published this week. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate 
of Constabulary raised 
“significant concerns”, 
particularly in protecting 
children in care homes.

For more on SYP see page 16

 Health workers  
 bombard Hunt
HEALTH workers bombarded 
health secretary Jeremy Hunt 
with pictures of themselves 
at work on Twitter last 
weekend.

Hunt attacked them for not 
working enough weekends, 
as part of an attack on 
unsocial hours payments.

 All-out strike in Glasgow  
 makes bosses back down
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

GLASGOW CITY Council work-
ers have shown that if workers 
fight, they can win. And they have 
shown how we can resist and beat 
austerity.

The homelessness caseworkers 
demanded the same pay as other 
council social work staff in similar 
roles—but on up to £5,000 a year 
more.

Bosses have finally conceded that 
central demand.

The result comes 16 weeks after 
the Unison union members walked 
out on all-out strike at the end of 
March.

At a mass meeting on Tuesday of 
this week strikers voted to accept a 
new offer that means workers deliv-
ering the council’s homeless service 
would be on a higher pay grade.

It would also mean that everyone 
would be upgraded.

Once the deal is implemented it 
will represent a 4 percent pay rise 
straight away, rising to 20 percent 
after three years.

This is a huge victory for the strik-
ers—and for the working class soli-
darity that has kept them going 
through the almost four-month indef-
inite strike. 

Results
Unison union rep Stuart told Socialist 
Worker, “We and the Dundee porters 
have shown the way to take on the 
employers and the Tories. All-out 
strikes can achieve the results you 
set out to get—one-day strikes just 
won’t cut it.”

In the beginning bosses refused 
to recognise the responsibilities the 
workers have.

They claimed that the workers 
simply “arrange accommodation”. 

In reality they deal with vul-
nerable people coping with issues 
such as addiction, mental health 

problems and housing.
Council leaders spent weeks look-

ing for ways to break the strike—but 
the caseworkers stayed solid.

Serious offers were only made 
after a leading union official threat-
ened that funding to Glasgow Labour 
Party could be cut if bosses didn’t 
seek to settle.

If Unison can make that threat in 
Glasgow, it can do the same at other 
Labour-run councils implementing 
cuts.

Bosses were determined to stick 
with their austerity plans throughout. 

But each attempt to try and 
divide the workers was met with 

unanimous rejection.
Labour consistently sought to cut 

posts while conceding the regrading 
issue and they will return to this in 
the future. 

Bosses plan to insist on an assess-
ment process for every worker to try 
and save face. It is understandable 
that strikers don’t trust them.

The union must enforce the  
agreement to ensure there is no 
unravelling or backsliding. 

The boost to workplace organisa-
tion from the strike will help collec-
tively defend the agreement.

It will also help fend off future job 
or service cuts.

Throughout the dispute the case-
workers have drawn attention to 
how chronically under-resourced the 
homeless service is. 

Their fight has never just been 
about their own pay. 

The strain of excessive workloads 
due to cuts in funding and to jobs 
lay behind an unofficial walkout in 
2013. Then workers defied the anti-
union laws for three days and won. 

The caseworkers’ struggle, then 
and now, holds lessons for every 
worker who wants to resist the 
Tories’ onslaught.

Official or unofficial, strikes get 
results.

STRIKERS AT Unison’s annual conference earlier this year Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Toshiba fixed figures to play the system
by SIMON BASKETTER

MULTINATIONAL corporation 
Toshiba has been plunged into a 
huge scandal after it overstated 
operating profits by about 
£780 million.

The Japanese industrial 
conglomerate makes laptops, 
memory chips and nuclear reactors.

The company saw a drop in sales 
from £36 billion to £25 billion 
after the financial crisis and the 
Fukushima nuclear disaster. 

But it kept its profits high by 
fixing the figures.

It is the worst accounting scandal 
since 2011. Then Olympus, the 
camera and medical equipment 

maker, was found to have covered 
up over £1 billion losses. 

According to the auditors, “There 
existed a corporate culture at 
Toshiba where it was impossible to 
go against the boss’s will.” 

Their report highlighted “a 
systematic involvement including by 
top management” and “a deliberate 
attempt to inflate the appearance of 
net profit”.

It found no evidence that any of 
the firm’s chief executives had given 
specific instructions to inflate profit 
figures.

But the logic of the system is to 
keep profits high and costs low.

And that means that there is little 
need for bosses to issue specific 
instructions.

FIGURE IT OUT

 £36 billion
Toshiba’s sales before the 
financial crisis and Fukushima 
nuclear disaster

 £25 billion
Its sales afterwards. The drop was 
covered up by fixed figures

 £1 billion
The losses Olympus covered 
up in 2011, the second worst 
accounting scandal

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Greek workers rebel 
and MPs resist as 
government votes for 
austerity

2  Mass strike in Greece—
workers resist EU 
blackmail

3  ‘Uncle Xi’s bull market’ 
is collapsing in China

4 Slasher Osborne’s 
Budget Day Massacre

5 Marxism 2015  
reflects new mood  
for resistance

 International 
Socialism
Greece 
under 
Tsipras

ISIS and  
counter- 
revolution

Capitalism 
and species 
extinction

Subscribe at isj.org.uk or call  
020 7819 1177
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Fighting back here

IN BRIEF
Public sector workers strike 
as government passes cuts
WOMEN WHO work as 
cleaners at the Greek 
ministry of finance led 
a march of striking 
public sector workers 
through Athens on 
Wednesday of last 
week.

Behind them were 
big contingents of 
hospital workers, 
council workers and 
the Metro workers, 
who had stopped all 
trains in the region.

The public sector 
union federation 
Adedy had called 
the strike against a 
new third austerity 
agreement imposed 
by the European 
Union (EU).

The rally sent 
a clear message 
that this is only the 
beginning of the 
resistance.

The strike had an 
effect in parliament.

There’s a lot of 
anger among the 
rank and file of 

prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras’ left wing 
party Syriza.

Syriza trade 
unionists, local 
committees and 
internal bodies have 
been coming out 
against the decision. 

This led to a much 
bigger rebellion inside 
parliament when it 
voted on the first 
round of measures in 

the deal.
Tsipras argued that 

it was worth voting 
yes to defend a left 
wing government 
that could soften the 
impact of the cuts.

But he undermined 
this by sending 
police to disperse the 
protesters outside 
parliament.
Longer online at  
bit.ly/1OhOmYz

Strikers march on parliament Picture: Workers solidarity

Trade unionists here send 
solidarity to Greek strikers
SOCIALISTS and 
trade unionists in 
Britain sent support 
for last week’s strike 
in Greece. 

The Unison union 
branch in Doncaster 
sent a donation of 
£200 to the Greek 
public sector workers’ 
trade union federation 
Adedy, which called 
the strike.

Branch secretary 
Jim Board wrote in a 
message of solidarity, 
“We also know 

that what happens 
to Greece and to 
Greek workers today 
can happen to us 

tomorrow. 
“Neoliberalism 

threatens a race to 
the bottom for all 
workers and the 
growth of inequality 
for all peoples.

“This is why the 
action you are taking 
today is an inspiration 
and a rallying cry for 
workers in the UK and 
across Europe.”
To invite a Greek worker 
to speak at a trade un-
ion meeting contact the 
SWP 020 7819 1170

EU parliaments vote on deal
THE German 
parliament voted 
to accept the new 
bailout deal on Friday 
of this week—with 
opposition.

Right wing rebels 
in chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s Tory CDU 
party voted against 
the deal for not being 
tough enough. 

But the left wing 
party Die Linke also 
voted no in solidarity 
with the people of 
Greece. 

There were also 
solidarity protests 

against the agreement 
in 14 cities across 
Germany last 
Saturday.

Several other 
EU parliaments 
had to vote on the 
agreement.

Finland’s MPs 
accepted it last 
Thursday. 

The right wing 
eurosceptic party 
True Finns is part of a 
coalition government.

It had threatened to 
bring the government 
down if the deal 
wasn’t harsh enough.

Meanwhile Greek 
defence minister 
Panos Kammenos—
leader of Syriza’s right 
wing coalition partner 
the Independent 
Greeks—signed an 
agreement with Israel 
on Monday of this 
week. 

Greek and Israeli 
troops can now carry 
out exercises on each 
other’s territory.

This is the first 
time Israel has made 
such an agreement 
with a country other 
than the US.

Greek MPs 
to vote on 
more cuts 
as fightback 
set to grow 
by DAVE SEWELL

MPS WERE set to vote on the sec-
ond round of austerity measures 
in Greece’s new bailout package 
on Wednesday of this week.

The public sector trade union fed-
eration Adedy has called a protest 
outside.

The European Union (EU) 
demanded cuts and tax hikes worth 
£9.2 billion. The Greek government 
led by Alexis Tsipras of left wing 
party Syriza is now pushing them 
through parliament.

The first round of cuts was passed 
with the support of the discredited 
right wing parties—as over 600,000 
public sector workers struck against 
them (see top of next page).

Both Tsipras and the EU loan 
sharks tried to present Greece as 
returning to “normal” on Monday 
of this week. 

That meant the reopening of 
banks, whose branches have been 
closed for three weeks. But there 
was also a dramatic increase in VAT 
for food in restaurants, from 13 per-
cent to 23 percent.

Payment
And to show that there would be no 
repeat of the missed payment to the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
last month, Greece paid £2.4 billion 
to the European Central Bank (ECB) 
on Monday of this week.

That’s more than half the “bridg-
ing loan” granted last Friday to tide 
Greece over until bailout funds are 
released. The rest will be used up by 
mid-August in other payments to the 
EU, ECB and IMF.

The bailout will repeat this on 
a larger scale. At first Greece’s 
“Troika” of institutional cred-
itors were giving money to  
private banks. 

Now they are simply paying 
themselves.

But their crisis is far from 
over.

Calls for another 
m a s s  s t r i k e 
this week were 
defeated, with par-
liament set to close 

for its summer recess. 
But when it reopens to imple-

ment the cuts workers say they will 
be ready to fight back.

Dockers and hospital workers are 
already in dispute against privatisa-
tion, understaffing and unpaid wages.

The new measures will bring 
these to many thousands more 
workers. 

Leading figures on the other side 
are openly worrying about whether 
their deal could still fall apart. 

EU council chief Donald Tusk, the 
IMF, the ECB and the French govern-
ment all spoke last week about the 
need to write off some of Greece’s 
unsustainable debt.

They still want to make ordinary 
Greeks pay for the bankers’ crisis. 

But they fear that demanding the 
impossible could push Greece into 
outright default. 

They already granted one “hair-
cut” in 2012 to trim the debt and see 
a second as a lesser evil.

Another faction led by the 
German government fears that 
any sign of weakness could set 
a precedent for breaking with 
austerity.

U n d e r l y i n g  t h i s  a r e 
two problems no amount 

of austerity will solve.  
One is Greece’s shat-

tered economy. 
The other is 

i ts  st i l l -unbro-
k e n  w o r k e r s ’ 
movement.

BACK STORY
The Greek government is forcing 
through austerity measures as 
part of a bailout deal
lLeft party Syriza was elected to 
lead the government in January 
as it promised to fight austerity
lAnd Greek workers voted 
against an austerity deal in a 
referendum earlier this month
lBut Greek prime minister 
Tsipras later agreed to a much 
worse deal
lPublic sector workers struck 
against the agreement last week

PROTESTERS CLASHED with police in Athens on Wednesday of last week as MPs voted for austerity 

‘Unite to support the strikes—
and build the anti-capitalist left’ 
by PANOS GARGANAS in Athens

ALEXIS TSIPRAS sacked the 
three ministers of Syriza’s Left 
Platform who had voted against 
the first round of austerity 
measures last week.

The minister in charge of 
pensions was replaced by 
a member of Syriza’s right 
wing coalition partner the 
Independent Greeks. But this 
is unlikely to be a lasting 
arrangement. 

Only 123 government MPs 
voted with Tsipras last week. If 
that number dips below 120 this 
week, he will be forced to call a 
new election. 

Senior ministers have said they 
expect one by autumn. 

Tsipras would come out with 
a much bigger majority. He is 
doing well in the polls as the 
opposition parties fall into worse 
crises of their own.

The main pro-austerity party, 
Tory New Democracy, came 
second to Syriza in January’s 
election. 

But it bet everything on a Yes 
vote on the recent referendum 
on an earlier proposed austerity 

deal. It lost, its leader resigned, 
and the provisional leadership 
don’t know what to do.

The left opposition, the 
Communist Party, is in trouble 
after a call for spoiled ballots 
in the referendum—something 
even many long-term members 
ignored.

The fascist Golden Dawn 
is trying to position itself as 
an anti-austerity force to take 
advantage of the deal. 

But its leaders are on trial for 
links to murders by Golden Dawn 

members, after mass strikes and 
protests overcame the state’s 
attempts to protect them.

But while Syriza as a whole 
could get more MPs, the Left 
Platform would get far fewer, as 
the candidates would be chosen 
by the leadership around Tsipras.

Despite this there is no sign of 
the Left Platform splitting from 
Syriza. 

They have made it clear that 
they want to stay and fight.

The plan is to call a meeting of 
the central committee, convene a 
special conference, win the vote 
and break the party from austerity. 

Their real uphill struggle will 
be to keep rank and file members 
from leaving. 

Some will stay to reclaim it, 
but many more are drifting away.

In the months ahead we want 
to unite with the whole left in 
supporting strikes—defying the 
trade union bureaucracy, where 
supporters of the old parties are 
still trying to block them.

But we also have an 
immediate task of explaining to 
disillusioned Syriza supporters 
that the solution isn’t to try and 
reclaim a reformist party but to 
build the anti-capitalist left.EU council president Donald Tusk

Prime minister Alexis Tsipras

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WE’RE NOT GOING TO WIN 
BY LOOKING TO LABOUR

 H 
OW COULD the night 
that the Tories drove 
through a bill with 
devastating effects on 
millions of the poorest 

in Britain become a story about 
Labour’s political cowardice?

Many headlines feature the  
48 Labour MPs who voted against 
the welfare bill.  But the real 
story is how the vast majority of 
elected Labour MPs could stomach 
abstaining on such a vicious piece 
of legislation. 

If Labour won’t vote against cuts 
in welfare support for the poorest 
what on earth is it for?

Labour’s position on the bill 
exposed the battle going on in the 
party about how to recover from 
May’s election defeat. 

Interim leader Harriet Harman 
left many Labour supporters 
aghast when she argued Labour 
should not oppose the bill as the 
Tories’ victory expressed voters’ 
acceptance of the need for cuts.

This led Tory chancellor George 
Osborne to gloat that the Tories 
represent the “new centre of 
British politics” and appealed for 
“progressive MPs on all sides to 
support us”.

Labour MPs were instructed  
to abstain once a Labour 

amendment spelling out the issues 
it was for and against fell.

So every time the Tories let 
rip with attacks on workers’ 
rights, impose deepening austerity, 
whip up Islamophobia and a new 
war drive, where is the Labour 
“opposition”?  They are arguing 
about how far they should go in 
supporting the latest Tory assault. 

No wonder Jeremy Corbyn’s 
leadership bid has been so popular.  
He argued the welfare bill would 
drive more children into poverty 
and said, “We cannot stay neutral 
on that.”

Corbyn speaks like an ordinary 
person, not a political robot, and 
he expresses defiance and disgust 
at the Tories’ agenda. The Labour 

establishment don’t get why this 
wins support.

His views have been dismissed 
as “fantasy” politics.  As if standing 
up for basic principles against 
imperialist war, austerity and 
racism are no longer possible. 

The most right wing candidate 
Liz Kendall moans that the term 
used to describe her—“Blairite”—
has become a “term of abuse”. 

The more the mainstream 
Labour politicians try to 
undermine Corbyn’s campaign, 
the more people are rallying to it. 
Every trade unionist should call on 
union leaders to back him.

But the wide enthusiasm 
for Corbyn doesn’t change the 
fundamental problem facing 
the Labour Party—its political 
bankruptcy in its surrender to the 
needs of the system. 

Labour’s reformism weds it to 
the idea that austerity is necessary, 
immigration is a problem and the 
economy has to recover before 
workers get anything. By economy, 
they mean profits.

We are not going win by looking 
to Labour.  We need to build 
resistance in workplaces, colleges 
and in the streets. 

Let’s show the Tories what real 
opposition looks like.

DOUBLE STANDARDS
T HE NEW Statesman 

magazine ran a particularly 
unenlightened front page last 

week, even by its standards.
An image of female politicians 

gathered around a ballot box 
inside a baby’s cot was headlined, 
“The motherhood trap.”  The 
implication was that the women 
had replaced their “traditional” 
focus of babies with politics.

The article wasn’t all bad. It 
pointed out that women still tend 
to take more responsibility for 
childcare than men. It argued that 

this makes it harder for women to 
do certain jobs.

Unfortunately pundits and 
politicians use any focus on 
women as mothers to reinforce 
old stereotypes. And whether or 
not male politicians are fathers 
never comes up in the same way.

Labour MP Helen Goodman 
took the focus on motherhood 
to a new level.  “I am a mum,” she 
said last week.  “That’s why I’m 
backing Yvette Cooper to be the 
next leader of the Labour Party.”

Goodman claimed Cooper 

“understands the pressures on 
modern family life”. 

The Tories’ welfare bill will pile 
more “pressures” onto working 
class people and force many into 
poverty. Yet Cooper refused to 
vote against these attacks.

MPs talk up the family when 
it suits them. They want us to 
believe they are just like us.

But wealthy politicians don’t 
face the same “pressures” as 
working class people. That’s why 
they can back cuts to make our 
lives harder.

If Labour won’t 
vote against cuts 
for the poorest 
—what on earth 
is it for?

‘‘ 
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 UP YOURS
 BANKERS

 GREEK WORKERS RESIST

AND         TO OSBORNE

by DAVE SEWELL in Athens

CELEBRATIONS TOOK place in Syntagma Square in front of the Greek parliament and around the surrounding streets long into the night last Sunday.In a referendum watched by the world, voters gave a resounding no to a new austerity deal proposed by the European Union and Interna-tional Monetary Fund (see page 4).Lawyer Tonia told Socialist Worker, “Today all of Greece is cel-ebrating because democracy is cele-brating in the place that it was born.”

Unemployed Theodosis said, “We’ve made it to the finals for the European championship of class war.”
People cheered and sang the songs of the revolt against Greece’s dictatorship, along with revolutionary song The Internationale.

Teacher Sofia had been  counting ballots at a polling sta-tion mainly used by police officers. She told Socialist Worker, “The Yes votes just kept coming
>>continued on page 3

‘IT’S TIME to take everything back—all the things they cut in the last five years’Artemis, Athens student
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AFTERSHOCK
IN GAZA TORIES’ WARON MUSLIMS

Award-winning Palestinian journalist Mohammed Omer  interviewed >>Pages 10&11
Why Theresa May’s clampdown will not prevent terror attacks in Britain >>Page 17

FIVE-DAY POLITICAL FESTIVAL

www.marxismfestival.org.uk #M2015   @MarxismFestival

OPENS THIS THURSDAY

£1  |  No 2461  |  11 July 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  

 DEFY
 TORY
 RULE

CAMERON GOES ON RAMPAGE AGAINST WORKERS AND POOR 

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ WHY LABOUR LOST

ANALYSIS, LEFT RESULTS, AND WHERE NEXT >>Pages 3,4,5 and 6 �PLUS
Did press win 
it for Tories?
>>Pages 10&11

£1  |  No 2453  |  16 May 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  
GREECE 
Workers move to stop Syriza backsliding 

THE GREEK government, led by the radical left Syriza party, is backsliding under pressure from the European Union and International Monetary Fund.But workers at the formerly state-owned Hellenic Petroleum refinery walked out on Saturday. And the Piraeus dockers struck on Thursday of last week. 
>>Page 8

RACISM

Backlash over Birmingham 'takeover plot'
A WAVE of Islamophobic panic has followed claims that “Islamists” are plotting to take over Birmingham schools.And hated schools inspectorate Ofsted has allegedly told some of the schools they will be failed for “not teaching counter-terrorism”.>>Page 3

ANTI-FASCISM
Mass rally takes on Nazis in 
Walthamstow
UP TO 1,000 people rallied in Walthamstow, north east London, against the racist English Defence League (EDL) last Saturday. Fewer than 100 Nazis joined the EDL national demo. But a massive police operation allowed them to march.>>Page 7

SATURDAY20 JUNE
CENTRAL LONDON�For transport and details go to www.thepeoplesassembly.org.uk
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ANALYSIS 
JUDITH ORR

Cameron fights for 
his brutish values
DAVID CAMERON is on a war footing at home and 
abroad. He wants parliament to send British planes to 
bomb Isis forces in Syria and he has launched a new 
offensive against Muslims in Britain.   

Cameron chose a Birmingham school to declare that 
“Great British resolve” had beaten Adolf Hitler, Communism 
and the IRA—and was ready for the new enemy of “Islamic 
extremism”. 

The far right was mentioned only in passing. The real 
target of the Tories’ Extremism Bill was clear from his speech 
made in front of a mainly Muslim audience.

Cameron said he would enforce “British values”. There 
would be “no more turning a blind eye on the basis of 
cultural sensitivities”.

This is just another way of saying the Tories will be more 
open about their Islamophobia.

He claimed it was “an exercise in futility” to pretend 
extremism had nothing to do with Islam. And it wasn’t 
enough for Muslims to denounce Isis atrocities to 
demonstrate they were against extremism. 

He claimed to “believe in respecting different faiths, but 
also expecting those faiths to support the British way of life.” 
But the only faith being told how to behave are Muslims.

Part of the plan to make Muslims feel included was to 
appoint Louise Casey to conduct a “comprehensive review 
into boosting opportunity and integration to bring Britain 
together as one nation”. 

She has been wheeled out by Labour and Tory 
governments alike to head up reactionary campaigns 
targeting working class people.

Under Tony Blair she was a homelessness “Tsar” who 
denounced charities, soup kitchens and the Big Issue 
magazine for “servicing” and so “perpetuating the problem”. 

Most recently she headed up the Tories’ programme on 
“troubled families”. Casey said her concern was that “we 
have lost the ability to be judgmental because we worry 
about being seen as nasty to poor people”.

Ideological
Casey’s role will be to bolster the Tories’ ideological assault 
that says that Muslims must prove they are not violent 
terrorists. 

Muslims in Britain are not to blame for terrorism or the 
rise of Isis. The responsibility lies with the legacy of the 
West’s wars in the region. The occupation of Iraq inflamed 
sectarian divisions and left chaos which allowed Isis to grow.

Yet Cameron wants to join the US bombing of Syria, as 
well as Iraq. 

It was revealed last week that he has already sent British 
RAF pilots to join bombing missions led by other countries’ 
forces. But when Cameron proposed bombing Syria in 2013, 
parliament rejected it after Labour voted no.

Even some on Cameron’s side have pointed out a deeper 
contradiction in his plan.

In 2013 the vote was over whether to bomb forces loyal to 
Syria’s president Bashar al-Assad after he had used chemical 
weapons on his opposition. Today Western bombing is 
targeting not the dictator, but his enemies.

Julian Lewis, the Tory chair of parliament’s defence select 
committee, said Cameron’s rush to Syria sounds like “it’s 
been put together on the hoof”. 

At the same time Tory former chief of defence staff 
Lord Richards argued for military escalation. He said this 
probably means troops on the ground. 

The fact that Tories are arguing among themselves shows 
the problems the warmongers face.

The defeats in Iraq and Afghanistan still hang heavy 
on the memory of the ruling class. They did not increase 
the West’s power in the region, but instead exposed its 
weaknesses. Yet the people of Afghanistan and Iraq paid the 
biggest price. 

Western bombing is all about regaining control of events 
in the region—not about the plight of those suffering at 
the hands of Isis. It will fuel support for Isis and bring more 
terror to people who have already endured years of war.

The Tories plan to do all this while blaming Muslims 
for violence. Activists will have to mobilise against them—
particularly as this time craven Labour looks set to back 
them. 

 Cops attack Kurdish protest  
 after Isis slaughter in Turkey
Latest Isis atrocity 
sees Kurdish groups  
look to old enemies 
for support—with 
deadly consequences, 
warns Ken Olende

AT LEAST 32 people were 
ki l led when a suic ide 
bomber attacked Kurdish 
volunteers in the largely 
Kurdish town of Suruc in 
eastern Turkey on Monday 
of this week.

Around 100 others were 
injured.

The town is about six miles 
from Kobane, just across the 
Syrian border, where Isis has 
been fighting Kurdish forces. 

Isis is believed to have car-
ried out the attack. 

The victims were among 
300 supporters of  the 
Federation of Socialist Youth 
Associations meeting at a cul-
tural centre. The organisa-
tion was sending volunteers 
to help rebuild Kobane, much 
of which was flattened by  
700 US-led air strikes as Isis 
was driven out.

Rebuilding
The bomb went off during a 
press conference as people 
held up a banner saying “We 
defended it together, we are 
rebuilding it together”.

T h o u s a n d s  d e m o n -
strated over the attack 
in Turkey’s largest city, 
Istanbul, on Monday even-
ing. Demonstrators saw the 
attack as a symptom of how 
the government has done 
little to challenge Isis. 

Kurdish groups rightly 
argue that the Turkish gov-
ernment is cynically using 
them as a buffer against Isis. 

The Turkish government 
has been fighting a war 

against Kurdish independ-
ence for decades and is happy 
to see Kurds killed by Isis.

Demonstrators shouted 
s logans  a t tack ing  the 
Turkish president, including, 
“Erdogan is a killer”. Police 
attacked them with tear gas 
and water cannon.

A statement from the pro-
Kurdish HDP party, said that 
the government has a “big 
responsibility for encouraging 

Isis and rising civil casualties 
in Syria, Iraq and Turkey as 
well.” 

Isis forces looked set to 
take the largely Kurdish city 
of Kobane in September last 
year. 

Alliance
Many Kurds see an alliance 
with the US as the only way 
forward. But the US is the 
world’s foremost imperial 
power. Neither it nor Turkey 
are reliable allies.

The US will only offer sup-
port to the Kurds as long as 
their forces go along with 
its interests—and these do 
not include an independent 
Kurdistan.

In June US secretary of 
defence Ashton Carter wrote 
that the US would not send 

arms directly to Kurdish 
groups, as this “fuels false 
narratives in Iraq and else-
where in the region that the 
United States intends to par-
tition the country”.

The autonomous Kurdish 
region in the north of Iraq 
is now tied to the coat-tails 
of the US. It has hired lobby-
ing organisations in the US 
to reverse this policy and get 
them US weapons.

Kurds wi l l  only  get 
national freedom by allying 
with revolutionary forces 
in the region—not with the 
interests of the greater or 
smaller imperialist powers. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

KURDISH DEMONSTRATORS in Turkey on Monday of 
this week, after the Isis suicide bomb attack in Suruc

 Spy cops face a three-year inquiry
THE TERMS of reference 
of a public inquiry into spy 
cops were published last 
week. 

The Tories set up 
the inquiry following a 
series of revelations that 
included how undercover 
officers spied on the family 
of murdered teenager 
Stephen Lawrence and 
other grieving families.

They also formed long-
term relationships with 
female campaigners. 

The inquiry, overseen by 
Lord Justice Pitchford, is 
set to run for three years. 
It will look into the role 
of undercover policing of 

political campaign groups 
and social justice groups.

The Blacklist Support 
Group represents workers 
who construction bosses 
put on an illegal database 
with cops’ help.

It said, “The concerns 
of thousands of trade 
unionists must be heard 
and must be investigated.

 “Pitchford may not 
get the full story of state 
surveillance on trade 
unions but an opportunity 
like this only comes along 
once in a generation. 

“After decades of 
campaigning, we cannot 
tolerate a whitewash.”

Metropolitan Police chief
Bernard Hogan-Howe

US secretary of defence
Aston Carter

IN THIS WEEK

 2005
Jean-Charles 
de Menezes killed
POLICE SHOT and killed 
the Brazilian electrician 
at a south London Tube 
station on 22 July.

He had been wrongly 
identified as involved in 
an attempted London 
bombing the day before. 
Police smeared him and 
covered up their failings.
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Let’s build a 
mass snub 
for Tories in 
Manchester
by NICK CLARK

A MOOD of resistance is building 
in Manchester ahead of the Tory 
Party conference, which will be 
held there in October.

The TUC has called a national 
demonstration for the first day 
of the conference on Sunday 4 
October. And the People’s Assembly 
will be organising protests through-
out the week it is on.

The resistance has already begun.
Some 150 people joined a 

spontaneous protest in Piccadilly 
Gardens in Manchester city centre 
on Tuesday of last week. Police 
responded by drawing batons and 
making arrests.

The protest started after a group 
of young unemployed people 
dropped a banner reading “We 
won’t pay for their crisis” from the 
roof of a building.

People’s Assembly activist Katrina  
Lawrie was on the protest. She told 
Socialist Worker, “After about five 
minutes there were about 150 
people having a look at what was 
going on. Then the police turned up 
and cordoned off the entire area.”

Police arrested one young 
woman as she walked away from 
the protest.

Batons
And cops wielding batons formed a 
line and began moving on a group 
of protesters who were gathered 
round a speaker playing music.

Katrina said, “All the differ-
ent campaigns seem to be coming 
together. Piccadilly Gardens is 
becoming a focal point for people 
to come together to discuss things. 

“People seem to be becoming 
politicised really quickly.

“Many of these are unemployed 
young people who feel like they’ve 
been failed by the system.” She 

added, “Twice more this week 
people have been in Piccadilly 
Gardens. 

“And both times police have 
turned up and arrested people on 
trumped up charges.

“It seems like they’re in training 
for 4 October. Greater Manchester 
Police have a reputation for violence, 
but this was on a different level.”

The protest happened on the 
same night that some 100 people 
attended a People’s Assembly meet-
ing to plan for the week of protests 
in October.

Many people at the meeting 
argued for direct action protests 
during the week of the conference.

And they discussed booking 
churches and community centres 
for protesters from outside the city 
to stay in.

Manchester People’s Assembly 
activist Martin Empson was at the 
meeting. He told Socialist Worker, 
“Manchester does not have a single 
Tory councillor or MP.

“We will be making sure that the 
delegates know from the moment 
they get off their trains that they 
are not welcome.”

He added, “If this ‘siege’ of the 
Tory conference is going to work we 
will need hundreds of activists get-
ting involved.”

BACK STORY
October’s protest at the Tory 
conference could be massive
lUp to 250,000 marched 
through London on the People’s 
Assembly’s End Austerity Now 
protest in June this year
lMore than 50,000 people 
joined the TUC march last time 
the Tory conference was in 
Manchester in 2013

WORKERS MARCH on the Tory party conference in Manchester in 2013 Picture: Guy Smallman

WELFARE

The Tories’ new welfare bill attacks 
children, single parents and the poor 
ONE OF the Tories’ most vicious 
attacks on the poor and the 
working class passed its second 
reading in parliament on Monday 
of this week. 

Most Labour MPs merely 
abstained on the Welfare Reform 
and Work Bill that steals £12 
billion more from the people 
the Tories have spent five years 
robbing.

Almost half a million sick and 
disabled people will lose  
£30 a week meant to support them 
finding work. This “saves” just 
£640 million a year.

Pushing down the benefit cap 
will raise less than half as much—a 
tenth the estimated cost of doing 
up parliament. But it will hit 
330,000 children according to the 
Tories’ own figures.

Documents show 126,000 
families will lose £63 a week. 

Over half are single mothers and 
their children.

Tory millionaire axeman Iain 
Duncan Smith argued that people 
who don’t work shouldn’t get more 
money than anyone who does. 

This crass attempt to stir up 
division is nonsense.

Any worker earning less than 
the benefit cap—just £20,000 for a 

family outside London, or £13,400 
for a single person—would be on 
benefits themselves.

These attacks on the poorest 
aren’t about tackling an imagined 
bloated welfare bill. 

They’re about using 
scapegoating, stigma and fear to 
discipline the working class.

Other cuts will hit far more 
people. A four-year freeze on 
most working age benefits and tax 
credits will cost 13 million families 
an average of £260 a year. More 
than half of them are in work. 

And a massive attack on tax 
credits is going straight for 
working class children. One 

particularly vicious blow denies 
the benefit to any child with the 
misfortune to have been born 
third.

The bill allows for “exceptional 
circumstances”. But other 
than twins or triplets, the only 
exception mentioned is rape—
which a woman would somehow 
have to prove to Duncan Smith’s 
officials.

The bill comes with a lot 
of waffle about reaching “full 
employment”. But it doesn’t define 
what full employment is, other 
than saying that it’s definitely not 
what it sounds like. 

The explanatory notes point 
out that “zero unemployment is 
not desirable, as it would allow 
employees to demand higher pay”.

It also deletes the legal 
requirement to reduce child 
poverty by 2020—so the Tories are 
free to make children poorer.

Councils are being bribed to 
put more households in intrusive 
“troubled families” interventions.

The Tories are already trying to 
cover up the human cost of their 
last round of benefit cuts (see page 
18). 

Their new bill could see a whole 
generation growing up hungry.

Tory welfare thief Iain Duncan Smith
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MARCH ON THE TORIES
ORGANISED BY THE TUC 

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER   MANCHESTER
The People’s Assembly will host protests throughout the conference
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 Babar freed 
 at last after 
 11 years of 
 jail torment
IT worker beaten up, extradited and 
put in solitary—but judge found he 
wasn’t a terrorist, says Ken Olende

BABAR AHMAD is free and back 
with his family in London after  
11 years of imprisonment, mostly 
in solitary confinement. 

The IT worker from Tooting, 
south London, fought extradition 
to the US for years.

Babar issued a statement saying, 
“Eleven years of solitary confine-
ment and isolation in ten different 
prisons has been an experience too 
profound to sum up in a few words 
here and now.

“In October 2012, I was blind-
folded, shackled and forcibly 
stripped naked when I was extra-
dited to the US. Last week, US and 
UK government officials treated me 
with courtesy and respect during 
my journey home.”

Babar and his co-defendant Talha 
Ahsan pled guilty when they faced a 
US court in New Haven.

Moazzam Begg  o f  Cage 
Prisoners—now called Cage—said 
at the time, “We must be careful 
against seeing this as an admission 
of guilt.

“Rather, Babar had little choice 
but to make this decision after  
finding himself amid torturous  
conditions within the impossible 
labyrinth of US injustice.”

Bargain
In the US 97 percent of federal 
cases in 2012 ended in guilty pleas. 
This allows the accused to “plea 
bargain”—a guilty plea is exchanged 
for a dramatically reduced sentence.

A plea bargain reduced Babar’s 
sentence from 25 years to 12 and 
a half years. Since the time he was 
held in Britain fighting extradi-
tion was included he has now been 
released.

Babar and Talha were con-
victed under terrorism laws of 
running websites that supported 
Islamist fighters in Chechnya and 
Afghanistan.

The press has been keen to dis-
miss Babar as a terrorist.

But the US judge who con-
victed him said during his sentenc-
ing in 2012, “Neither of these two 
defendants were interested in what 

is commonly known as terrorism.”
Judge Janet Hall went on to say, 

“It appears to me that he is a gener-
ous, thoughtful person who is funny 
and honest.

“He is well liked and humane and 
empathetic. This is a good person 
who does not and will not seek in 
the future to harm other people.”

Solitary
Babar Ahmad had spent eight years 
fighting extradition to the US. Talha 
also fought from the time of his 
arrest in 2006 until he was released 
last year. The men were held in sol-
itary confinement in “supermax” 
prisons after their extradition. 

The Metropolitan Police had 
to pay Babar £60,000 in damages 
after a “serious, gratuitous and 
prolonged” assault by Territorial 
Support Group officers during his 
initial arrest in 2003.

He was punched, kicked and 
throttled. Officers forced him into 
the Muslim prayer position and 
shouted, “Where is your God now? 
Pray to him.”

Babar’s statement said, “The 
world has moved on since 2004, 
yet in some ways, sadly it has failed 
to progress.”

On other pages...
Take on the Tories’ new anti-union 
laws >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Babar Ahmad from Tooting, 
south London, was first arrested 
for running a website in 2003
lHe was severely beaten up by 
the Metropolitan Police, released, 
then arrested again in 2004
lA British citizen, Babar was 
extradited to the US—stripped, 
blindfolded and shackled—after 
an eight-year fight
lAlong with his co-defendant 
Talha Ahsan, Babar made a plea 
bargain. Most of their time in jail 
was in solitary confinement. Both 
have now been released

BABAR AHMAD reunited with his father Picture: Free BaBar ahmad camPaign

Were victims dumped in a mortuary 
when they could have been saved?
by SADIE ROBINSON

VICTIMS OF the 1989 
Hillsborough disaster may have 
been put with dead bodies in a 
temporary mortuary while they 
were still alive, inquests have 
heard.

Inquests are continuing into 
the deaths of 96 Liverpool fans 
who died following a crush at the 
Sheffield football stadium.

Dr Allan Redgrave last week 
told the court that he spoke to 
a senior officer at the stadium’s 
gym, which was being used as a 
temporary mortuary.

Redgrave said, “The senior 
police officer I’d spoken to said 
that he was concerned that there 
may be people who possibly were 
alive who had been triaged to 
the temporary mortuary, and so 
his request to me was to check if 
there was anybody who might be 
alive.”

Barrister Nick Brown, who 
represents 75 families, said some 
relatives feared people may 

have been alive when they were 
assessed as dead.

Police records showed that two 
victims, 21 year old Steven Fox 
and 18 year old John McBrien, 
were confirmed dead twice—
once in the gym and again at the 
Leppings Lane end of the stadium.

Caoilfhionn Gallagher 
represents the family of John 
McBrien. He said, “He was 
certified dead both behind the 
West Stand at 4.35pm and 
simultaneously in the gymnasium 
at 4.35pm.”

Resuscitation
James Wardrope was the 
consultant in charge of the 
Northern General Hospital’s A&E 
department. He said he thought 
four casualties were taken to 
a temporary mortuary without 
resuscitation because the hospital 
was so busy. 

They were David Thomas, 
Philip Steele, Arthur Horrocks and 
Paul Brady.

The court was read a statement 
from former police officer Andrew 

Eddison. He described pulling 
casualties from a pile in the gate 
to pen 3.

Eddison said, “I could see a 
hand from the bottom of the pile 
of bodies grabbing my trousers, 
somebody was still alive. 

“The pulling on my trouser leg 
stopped.”

The court saw footage showing 
victim David Birtle apparently 
alive and moving at the front of 
pen 3 at 3.08pm, two minutes 
after the match was stopped. And 
police sergeant William McCall 
agreed that lack of equipment 
stopped fans being helped sooner.

Andrew Brown told the 
inquests that he identified his 
brother Steven’s body in the gym 
at the ground.

He said, “I was then led to a 
table and interviewed by a police 
officer and Mr Graham Kelly from 
the FA and I made a statement 
to them. It seemed at the time all 
they were concerned about was 
basically how much alcohol we’d 
had to drink.”

The inquests continue.

HILLSBOROUGH  INQUESTS
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Scottish cops 
need inquiry
TWO PEOPLE died 
recently after a car 
accident near Stirling.

Police were called to 
the accident on 4 July 
but failed to attend for 
three days—leaving 
Lamara Bell lying 
critically injured.

She was found next to 
her dead partner.

We need to call on 
the Scottish government 
to sack chief constable 
Stephen House and 
launch a public inquiry.

Carlo Morelli
Dundee

MPs’ pay rise 
takes the piss
MPS ARE taking the piss.
They give public sector 
workers a 1 percent pay 
deal for four years.

Then they get  
10 percent for 
themselves—backdated!

Paula Taylor
Sheffield

Has Tsipras 
sold out?
I CAN’T believe that 
Syriza would renege on 
the mandate they were 
elected on.

Is Greek prime 
minister Alexis Tsipras a 
hypocrite? 

Andy Duncan
on Facebook

Fight together 
inside EU
THERE IS more chance 
of socialist policies being 
filtered through Europe 
than from Westminster 
or even Holyrood. 

Socialists are the 
second largest political 
group in the European 
Parliament.

The common person is 
better together fighting 
this ridiculous plutocracy 
than we are leaving each 
to our own.

Matt Watson
on Facebook

We can fight 
better outside
HOW CAN any genuine 
socialist support the 
remaining in the EU after 
Greece?

We have to be 
internationalists and 
stand with Greek 
workers.

If Britain left, it would 
deal a blow to the Troika 
the Tories and austerity 
everywhere.

Nick James
East London

Just a 
thought...

 Don’t be crude, attack the bank bosses
WE WRITE to raise issue 
with your headline “Up 
Yours Bankers” (11 July) 
and we caution against 
crude “banker bashing”. 

Unite organises many 
thousands of bank 
workers who need 
solidarity not 
scapegoating. 

The finance industry is 
one of the most polarised 
in Britain. 

Power and pay is 
concentrated for the  
1 percent as frontline 
staff and young workers 
in call centres are barely 
paid a liveable wage. 

Since 2008 bank 

workers have had to 
endure endless assaults 
on their pay and 
conditions, and a savage 
programme of job cuts. 

All top down attempts 
to make the boardrooms 
pay for the financial crisis 

they caused have been 
handed straight down to 
the workforce. 

On top of this our 
members receive endless 
abuse from those angry at 
what their bosses have 
done.

 The only way to make 
bank bosses pay is by 
rallying the industrial 
strength of the workers. 

We call for solidarity 
with these trade 
unionists.

 So next time let’s 
clarify it is the “Bank’s 
bosses” in our line of fire.

 Finance & Legal Sector,  
Unite union

 Lambeth  
 council is  
 shameful
OVER 150 people lobbied a 
Lambeth Council meeting 
in south London last week.

The council was making 
a final decision about the 
demolition of the 
Cressingham Gardens 
housing estate.

Residents have put 
forward plans to refurbish 
and renovate the estate. 

They have costed this 
and applied for funds, 
which will make it an 
affordable option. 

Instead the council 
backed an option that will 
see the destruction of this 
supportive and tight-knit 
community.

It is seen as part of the 
gentrification of the 
borough, pricing out 
workers and families.

Sara Tomlinson
South London

 Do more for  
 foxes, SNP
THE SCOTTISH National 
Party (SNP) received a lot 
of coverage for their stance 
against fox hunting in 
England and Wales. 

But it can clearly do a lot 
more on the issue and push 
the Scottish government to 
ban it.

In Scotland an unlimited 
number of dogs can be used 
to flush out a fox, 
compared with just two in 
England and Wales.

Fox hunting is barbaric. 
Banning it would be a blow 
to the landed gentry and 
big landowners in 
Scotland.

Ayesha Saleem
Edinburgh

 6/9 for Palestine--join  
 the protest in Cardiff 
ON 6 September the Israeli 
football team will play 
Wales in the Uefa 
Championship at the 
Cardiff City ground.

The Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC) has called 
a national demonstration.

Opposition to Israel is 
close to what has been 
called the “South Africa 
moment”—where a country 
is recognised worldwide as 
a pariah state. 

The widespread 
opposition to last year’s 
invasion of Gaza can be 
seen as a tipping point.

On 6 September we will 
march to a rally outside the 
Cardiff City stadium where 
33,000 fans will see and 
hear us. 

We need to make that 
march as impressive as 
possible to show the scale 
of opposition to Israeli 
apartheid. 

We urge all Socialist 
Worker readers to team up 
with their local PSC branch 
to get transport booked and 
filled. Remember, “6/9 for 
Palestine”. 

Jeff Hurford
Cardiff

Vote no in EU referendum to 
hit Cameron and the bosses 
WE ARE being far too apologetic 
about calling for a no vote over the 
European Union (EU). 

The mood is shifting. It is 
obvious that any organisation that 
can do what it is doing to the 
Greek working class can never be 
supported by socialists.

Would we vote for a party with 
the policies that the EU has for 
austerity and against refugees?

Does it have any organic links to 
trade unions? Does it represent 
any interests but the rich? Is it 
corrupt and undemocratic? 

The answers are easy.
We don’t know what the 

circumstances will be when the 
vote takes place. But there is a real 
chance for the left to do what it 

did in Scotland, open up the 
debate and drag it to the left.

We could deal a crippling blow 
to Cameron and our bosses. 

The potential is huge and we 
need to grasp it. Let’s be No and 
proud!

John Cresswell
East London

lJOURNALIST OWEN Jones has 
joined George Monbiot in calling 
on the left to vote to leave the EU.

Greece is the lightning rod.
Jones made the point that Ukip 

could replace Labour electorally if 
working people vote to leave in 
substantial numbers without any 
united socialist alternative.

We need to lead the debate for a 

no to the EU. Fighting racism and 
fascism has to be the heart and 
soul of our campaign.

Rupert Mallin
Norwich

lTHE DISGRACEFUL treatment of 
the Greek people has exposed two 
truths.

The idea of a “social Europe” is 
a delusion. And Syriza’s “radical” 
reformism is no more effective 
than the old Labour-type party 
Pasok’s was. 

The EU has nothing but 
contempt for parliamentary 
democracy. It is down to the 
working class in Greece to resist.

Sasha Simic
North London

Scapegoating bank workers? 



FEATURE 10 11
Socialist Worker  25 July 2015Socialist Worker  25 July 2015

T
H E  TO R I E S  h a v e 
launched a blistering 
attack on workers’ right 
to organise in unions. 
With the Labour Party 
putting up no opposition 

in parliament, David Cameron is 
targeting the force that can beat his 
ideological crusade against public 
services.

His business secretary Sajid Javid 
launched the Trade Union Bill 2015 
last week. It aims to take control of 
strikes out of workers’ hands and into 
those of a regulator.

It wants to make union leaders 
police strikes instead of leading them. 
It will make it harder for workers to 
win a legal mandate for action—
and easier for bosses to have them 
overturned.

Picketing in a way the bosses don’t 
like could even get you arrested.

Taken together, the attacks could 
make it almost impossible for many 
workers to strike legally.

With a Tory majority in parlia-
ment, this won’t be stopped by MPs. 
And while it’s right for unions to 

A ban on Twitter? 
THE GOVERNMENT is worried 
that “new forms of protest” 
could support strikers and 
escape the anti-union laws.

This can mean anything from 
going on a protest to giving 
out leaflets or even posting 
something on Twitter.

Apparently, “this conduct 
is unacceptable and action is 
needed to prevent it happening 
in future, with enforcement 
of strong remedies where it 
does.”

The Tories aren’t content 
with the Public Order Act, the 
Protection from Harassment 
Act, the Highways Act, the 
Malicious Communications Act, 
the Criminal Damage Act and 
other laws.

So the anti-picketing rules 
will be expanding to cover 
people who never even come 
near the picket line.

Any excuse for fines 
IT’S FINE for the bosses’ CBI to 
fund political parties—but not 
for the unions. The Tories want 
to limit unions’ political funds 
to workers who specifically opt 
in every five years. 

Unions must also collect 
political funds separately or 
provide a rebate. And they 
must publish full accounts of 
everything they’ve spent more 
than £2,000 on.

Ofsted for unions 
THE BILL devotes more pages 
to the Certification Officer who 
will enforce the laws. The Tories 
want to beef up this bureaucrat 
into a kind of Ofsted for trade 
unions.

This regulator is to be given 
new powers to investigate, 
enforce and impose fines of up 
to £20,000. The government 
can increase this at any time.

Unions must bow to any 
demand for information.

Inspectors will no longer 
need to wait for a union 
member to complain to launch 
an investigation.

And to add insult to injury, 
unions will be made to pay a 
levy to fund the officer.

Not striking? They 
attack you anyway 
DON’T THINK the attack on 
union rights only covers those 
taking action.

New regulations will require 
all public sector employers to 
publish extensive information 
on union reps’ facility time, 
how they use it and much is 
spent on it. 

The aim is “to encourage 
those employers to moderate 
the amount of money spent on 
facility time”—and weaken the 
public sector unions they’ve 
always hated.

Law will bring in  
a licence to scab 
EVEN IF your strike gets out 
the door, you have no right for 
it to be effective—as the Tories 
want to enshrine in law the 
right to scab.

Their manifesto 
pledged to scrap 
“nonsensical 
restrictions” 
on bosses 
using 
agency 
workers 
to break 
strikes.

According 
to their consultation 
for the bill, this could 
cut the number of 
working days “lost” 
to strikes by more 
than a quarter.

It’s one rule for us... 
and another for the 
bosses
IT COULD be illegal to call a 
scab a scab under plans to make 
“intimidation on the picket line” a 
new criminal offence.

Unions must appoint a picket 
line “supervisor” and put the 
police in contact with them. 

They’ll be held responsible if 
anyone breaks what’s currently 
just a code of conduct.

That could mean ordinary 
shop stewards getting nicked. 
Or it could mean union officials 
micromanaging the picket line. 

Either way it’s bad news. 
The government “welcomes” 

evidence that intimidatory 
picketing is a problem along the 
lines of that in anti-union lawyer 
Bruce Carr’s review.

But tucked away in a footnote 
it admits the review has “issues 
with the methodology”—and none 
of the incidents he referred to 
may have actually happened.

More online
More on anti-union laws, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

stand up to bosses’ legal challenges, 
the courts aren’t on our side either.

Whenever workers have stood up 
for their rights they have come up 
against laws rigged in favour of the 
bosses and their piles of cash.

The Tories have thrown down the 
gauntlet.

It’s not enough to expose their 
agenda, as the TUC tried to do last 
week, by showing how few strikes 
unions have been calling anyway.

It will take mass action to rise to the 
challenge. Ahead of the recent London 
Underground strike, transport min-
ister Patrick McLoughlin swore, 
“We will not surrender to 
strikers.”

A total shutdown 
of the Tube shut 
him up. Union 
leaders have 
pledged to 

defy the new laws—and one 
of the biggest unions, Unite, 
even deleted the words “so 
far as may be lawful” from 
its constitution.

This must be turned 
into action. We’ve made 
laws unworkable before. If 
Cameron won’t back down, 
we can make Tory Britain 
ungovernable.

THE BUSINESS department has 
been planning its attack on the 
unions for months (above) Its bill 
will help unelected judges decide 
on our right to withdraw our 
labour (below)

Never mind the ballots... here’s the bollocks
TO MAKE it harder to call 
strikes, the bill would rule 
out any ballots with a turnout 
of less than 50 percent.

For any workers 
wanting to strike in 
“important public 
services”, a total of 
40 percent of those 
eligible to vote must 

vote for action.
On the surface 

this might 
sound like plenty.

But the Tories formed 
a government with the 
votes of just 24.3 percent 
of all potential voters.

Some 274 out of 330 Tory 
MPs also fell short of  

40 percent. That includes half the 
cabinet, including Sajid Javid.

The recent referendums that 
legalised gay marriage in Ireland 
and rejected an austerity deal 
in Greece would have been 
ruled invalid under the rule.

Margaret Thatcher’s law 
making unions ballot—rather 
than being able to vote in 
meetings—was always meant 
to make it harder for them.

Often workers who don’t vote 
still join action once it begins.

All unions will also have to 
provide information to members 
and bosses including how many 
votes were cast and how many were 
eligible to vote. This would give 
bosses trying to get strikes called 

off on 
a technicality 
something to start from.

l
THE TORIES justify making 
strikes harder for some public 
sector workers because their 

strikes have “far reaching effects”.
But the same rules aren’t applied 

to votes for MPs whose decisions 
have far reaching effects across 
British society. And these services 
aren’t so important to the Tories 
when it comes to slashing them.

The draft bill says health, fire 
and transport services, and the 
education of those aged under 17 
are important services. So are the 

decommissioning 
of nuclear installations, 

management of radioactive waste 
and spent fuel, and border security. 

Others could be added 
at a later date.

But over 60,000 nursing related 
jobs were cut in the Tories’ first 
two years. Stress and workloads 
driven up by cuts have doubled 
the number of paramedics 
leaving the NHS, creating the 
first ever national shortage.

Some 39 fire stations, 145 fire 
engines and more than 5,000 
firefighter positions have been axed 
since the Tories came to office.

Hand over strike plans to your 
enemies so they can update cops
UNIONS ALREADY have to 
give the bosses seven days’ 
notice before striking against 
them. The Tories want to make 
them hand over their entire 
battle plan to the enemy.

The notice time is 
to be doubled.

And bosses, cops and the 
Certification Officer must be 
given a full plan of picketing 
and protests that will be 
part of their action.

This is designed to help 
companies targeted to prepare 
their “reputational protection” 
in face of protests. It will also 
“make it easier for a union to 
repudiate” any workers’ action 
that isn’t part of the plan.

Detailed
Changing the plan means 
having to update the notice 
to the bosses, cops and the 
Certification Officer.

Ballots already have to ask 
workers what type of action 
they are prepared to take.

This is to be made much 
more detailed, with the 

“nature of the issues”, the 
specific types of action and 
the time frame for them.

Mandates for action will expire 
four months after a ballot to 
rule out ongoing disputes based 
on “discontinuous action”.

But unions will no longer 
have to call strikes quickly 
to keep a ballot live. 

Ambulance workers—
will they be allowed to strike
as they did in 2014?

Cops demonstrate their new ‘softly
softly’ approach towards pickets

IS IT THE END OF THE 
RIGHT TO STRIKE?

Business secretary Sajid Javid (left)
is the Tory attack dog to be set upon
unions, such as the RMT (background)
which struck on London’s Tube this month



{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BOLTON
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 29 Jul, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON
The housing crisis—
what’s gone wrong and 
how can we put it right?
Wed 5 Aug, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: SOUTH
Socialists and movements
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
Organising the unorganised
Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St, CB1 1DG
CARDIFF
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Is the media all powerful?
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (please 
enter via Cafe Browser), 
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL
COLCHESTER
The role of ideology
Tue 28 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
Malcolm X—fighting racism       
by any means necessary
Wed 5 Aug, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DERBY
Does the media 
control our minds?
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL
DUDLEY
Isis and counter-revolution 
—a Marxist analysis
Wed 29 Jul, 8pm,
The What Centre, 
23 Coventry St, 
Stourbridge (town centre), 
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
Chile and US imperialism
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Orgreave, Hillsborough 
and the police   
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL
EXETER
Why are there so many 
wars in the Middle East?
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St,  
EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: NORTH
Race, class and 
police brutality
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe,
86 Maryhill Rd (near  
St George’s Cross 
underground), G20 7QB
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Does the media 
control our minds?
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HUDDERSFIELD
Are we all aspirational 
now? How has the class 
system changed?
Wed 29 Jul, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  

2 New North Parade 
(near both train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
IPSWICH
State and revolution
Thu 6 Aug, 7pm,
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St,  
IP1 1TF
KIRKCALDY
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Mon 3 Aug, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s pub,
297 High St,  
KY1 1JL
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
Swarthmore Education Centre,
 2-7 Woodhouse Square,  
LS3 1AD
LEICESTER
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Wed 29 Jul, 7pm,
Leicester Adult 
Education College,
2 Wellington St (Belvoir St 
entrance), LE1 6HL
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
The implications of 
Iran’s nuclear deal
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
Pepperpot Centre,  
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (close to the 
station),  
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Why are there so few strikes?
Wed 29 Jul, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd, (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),  
SW2 1EP

LONDON: EALING
From Selma to 
Ferguson—the fight for 
Civil Rights in the US
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery,  
185 High St,  
Acton W3 9DJ    
LONDON: KINGSTON
A history of gender 
and sexuality
Wed 29 Jul, 7pm,
Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East,  
KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre (near 
Greenwich main line 
and DLR Station),
141 Greenwich High Rd,  
SE10 8JA

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Wed 29 Jul, 7pm,
Chorlton Library (side door), 
Manchester Rd, M21 9PN
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
What will education be 
like in a socialist society?
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
The working class in 
the 21st century
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Food Factory,  
884 Stockport Rd, 
Levenshulme, M19 3BN
MEDWAY
Capitalism vs the climate—
is Naomi Klein right?
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,

Conference room,  
The Nucleus Arts Centre, 
272 High St,  
Chatham, ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm
Broadacre House,
Market St,  
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
South Africa—politics and 
protest in South Africa
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Can we end poverty?
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
International 
Community Centre, 
61b Mansfield Rd,  
NG1 3FN

PLYMOUTH
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
Quaker House, 
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Greece—the battle 
against the bankers
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
High Street Cafe, 
153 High St, SO14 2BT
SWANSEA
Greece—state and 
revolution
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WIGAN
The politics of immigration
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office), WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Are Syriza and Podemos 
the future of the left?
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, 
King St, WV1 1ST
YORK
How left wing is anarchism?
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET 
Greece—the end of 
the line for the EU?
Sat 1 Aug, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite 
County Hall), Colliton Park, 
Dorchester DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
The Coward—conscience  
on trial
With author Tom Wall
Fri 31 Jul, 6.30pm,
Bookmarks Bookshop,
1 Bloomsbury St,  WC1B 3QE.
£2. To reserve your place 
call 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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ABERDEEN
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St,  
AB10 1JG

BARNSLEY
Thu 30 Jul, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St,  
S70 1AP

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 29 Jul, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,  
B1 1EQ

BRADFORD
Wed 29 Jul, 7pm,
Equity Centre,
Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU

BRISTOL: NORTH
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Canteen, 
5th Floor, Hamilton House,  
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY

LANCASTER
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,  
LA1 1TX

LONDON: CAMDEN
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd,  
NW1 1TT

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 30 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),  
E5 0PU

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 29 Jul, 7pm,
Oxford House,  

Derbyshire St (opp Bethnal 
Green Rd Tesco),
 E2 6HG

LONDON:  
WALTHAM FOREST
Wed 29 Jul, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU

OXFORD
Wed 29 July, 7.30pm,
Restore,  
Manzil Way  
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

CAN JEREMY CORBYN 
RECLAIM THE LABOUR PARTY?

The smug complacency of the Labour leadership race has been undercut by left winger Jeremy Corbyn standing

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£13.99 £7.99 £9.99 £3
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Nina Simone’s songs seethed with anti-racist anger
WEB TV
WHAT HAPPENED, MISS 
SIMONE?
directed by Liz Garbus 
netflix.com

NINA SIMONE walked 
slowly onto the stage, 
glared at the audience, 
then berated her musicians 
for playing too fast.

Her behaviour when 
I saw her at London’s 
Festival Hall was typical.

This new documentary 
film goes some way to 
explaining why she was 
such a difficult person.

Andrew Stroud, her 
husband and manager in 

the early 1960s, wanted 
Nina to be a commercial 
success. But she wanted to 
express her horror at the 
US state’s racism towards 
black people.

This is most evident 
in the song Mississippi 
Goddam. 

She wrote it in response 
to the murder of Civil 
Rights leader Medgar 
Evers and a racist church 
bombing in Birmingham, 
Alabama, that killed four 
black children. 

The song seethes with 
anger. “To do things 
gradually would bring 
more tragedy. Why don’t 
you see it?” she sang. 

“Why don’t you feel it? I 
don’t know, I don’t know. 
You don’t have to live next 
to me, just give me my 
equality”. 

The film shows Nina 
performing it in front of 
40,000 people at the end of 
the Selma to Montgomery 
Civil Rights march in 1965. 

She and other black 
artists—including Sammy 
Davis Jr, James Baldwin 
and Harry Belafonte—
defied a police ban to join 
the march.

Several southern states 
banned the song.

Nina’s daughter Lisa 
is partly responsible for 
the film. In it she recalls 

playing with Malcolm X’s 
children as a child and how 
her mother increasingly 
devoted herself to the 
cause. 

This further alienated 
mainstream America—
especially when she 
publicly supported the 
revolutionary Black 
Panthers.

She eventually gave 
up on the US, moving to 
Liberia, Switzerland and 
Holland before settling in 
France.

This film is a 
tremendous tribute to a 
great jazz performer and a 
political activist.
Simon Shaw

A watchman sets a limit on 
some peoples’ anti-racism
Fifty years after anti-racist classic To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee’s 
characters reappear in the unsettling Go Set A Watchman, writes Sarah Ensor 
HARPER LEE’S classic novel about 
racism in the US South, To Kill A 
Mockingbird, came out in 1960. 
Until last week it was her only pub-
lished book.

Go Set A Watchman, featuring 
many of the same characters and 
some of the same events, has upset 
many of her fans. It shows the limits of 
how much change they would accept.

Lee originally wrote this novel 
in 1957. Jean Louise “Scout” Finch 
returns to her childhood home in 
Alabama to see her family. 

At one point she recalls her lawyer 
father Atticus successfully defending 
a young black man accused of raping 
a white woman in 1930s Alabama. 

This incident was expanded to 
become To Kill a Mockingbird after 
two years of rewriting. It won the 
Pulitzer Prize and is still one of the 
most popular books in the US. 

Angry
Go Set a Watchman’s status as a draft 
is sometimes obvious. The writing is 
initially clunky, but soon becomes 
funny and charming. Lee further 
developed this skill in the later book. 

To Kill a Mockingbird is told in 
Scout’s voice as a child—gently laugh-
ing at her family and neighbours. 

With their mother dead and their 
adored father at work, Scout and her 
brother Jem were able to run in and 
out of the houses of the black and 
white people they loved. 

They heard a lot more than the 
adults realised and were deeply 
affected by the racist hatred swirling 
around them. 

As Go Set A Watcheman opens 
Scout, now known as Jean Louise, is 
travelling back to Alabama. 

She is considering whether to give 

up her independent life in New York 
and marry her old friend Henry, now 
a lawyer working with her father. 

It seems an unlikely choice—she’s 
done so much to avoid becoming 
another middle class housewife. 

Then a young black man acciden-
tally kills an old white man. Jean 
Louise’s secure view of her father and 
their relationship begin to fracture. 

Atticus says he will represent the 
young man—but only to stop the Civil 
Rights organisation the NAACP send-
ing lawyers who might stir people up. 

Then at a “citizens’ council” Jean 
Louise witnesses her father and 
Henry calmly listening to the racist 
bile of a visiting speaker defending 
segregation. 

Understand
It makes her physically sick. She 
thinks it must be all over with Henry 
and will never forgive her father. 

This is what has shocked so many 
fans of To Kill a Mockingbird—that 
the great defender of equality before 
the law Atticus Finch could become a 

defender of segregation. 
It is obviously unfinished and 

there’s no reason to think that Lee 
ever meant it to be published. And 
this is the real pity. 

Because we will never know what 
this could have been if, 50 years 
ago, Harper Lee had been prepared 
to develop the rest as she did the 
Mockingbird section. This would 
have meant exploring the limits of 
her characters’ ideas and politics.
Go Set A Watchman by Harper Lee, 
Heinemann £18

SCOUT’S ADMIRATION for her lawyer father Atticus in To Kill A Mockingbird in undermined in the new book

Nina Simone in 1965 

PHOTOGRAPHY
VICTORIAN LONDON IN 
PHOTOGRAPHS
London Metropolitan Archives, 
London EC1R 0HB. 
Until 8 October.  
Free entry.  
Go to bit.ly/1KcxVif

THIS EXHIBITION gives a 
glimpse of London during 
a period of its most rapid 
expansion in the 19th century.

From 1839 when 
photography first took off, 
photographers couldn’t 
get their plates delivered 
quickly enough to capture 
old buildings being torn 
down and new ones going 
up. 

We see a picture of 
immense wealth alongside 
poverty that will resonate in 
the unequal London of today. 

CINEMA 
SOUND + IMAGE: MUSIC IN 
FILM
Regent Street Cinema, 
London W1B 2UW. 
From 1-30 August. 
Go to regentstreetcinema.com

THE MUSIC label Soul Jazz 
is running next month’s 
programme at the Regent 
Street Cinema in London. 

Their season of films looks 
at the relationship between 
music, society and politics 
—from Motown and jazz to 
reggae.  

It features films including 
Black Power Mixtape, Black 
Orpheus and Nothing But A 
Man.

This last film was 
Malcolm X’s favourite, set 
against the backdrop of the 
Civil Rights movement.

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop

1  Fighting on All Fronts—
Popular Resistance in 
the Second World War
Edited by Donny Gluckstein

2  Them and Us— 
Fighting the Class War, 
1910-1939
John Newsinger 

3  Return—A Palestinian 
Memoir
Ghada Karmi

4 The Deeper Genome—
Why there is more to 
the human genome 
than meets the eye
John Parrington 

5 NHS for Sale—Myths, 
Lies and Deception
Jacky Davies 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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IFTY YEARS ago 
this month the 
streets of Athens 
shook with mass 
strikes and pro-
tests. A king’s 

undemocratic attempt to 
overturn a popular vote 
provoked the “July Days”.

Poet Fontas Lathis wrote 
one of the definitive first-
hand accounts. 

He told Socialist Worker’s 
sister newspaper Workers 
Solidarity, “The July Days 
were unique.

“Never before had there 
been such spontaneous 
mobilisations. For months 
people only went to their 
houses to rest—they had 
made the streets their home.

“The demonstrations were 
dominated by optimism and 
a fighting spirit that made 
them unpredictable, and 
escaped the narrow confines 
planned by the leadership. 

“As part of the masses, for 
the first time everyone felt 
strong.”

Alkis Rigos, a student activ-
ist at the time, told Workers 
Solidarity, “We are talking 
about a society whose every 
molecule was on the boil.”

The “royal coup” came on 
15 July 1965. Prime minister 
Georgios Papandreou wanted 
to take on the role of defence 
minister. The king vetoed the 
cabinet, and told Papandreou to 
accept it or resign. 

He had a successor ready to 
take over—and bribed “apos-
tates” from Papandreou’s party 
to back him. But their govern-
ment lasted barely a month.

Alkis said, “People revolted 
against the naked intervention 
of the palace to remove the 
elected prime minister. 

“They came out in the 
streets in a mass movement for  
70 days, and told the king, ‘The 
people don’t want you, take 
your mother and off you go’.

“In short, the people in the 
streets were saying what the 
political system never dared 
articulate.”

Papandreou came close to 
backing down, but the oppo-
sition in the streets led him to 
demand a reversal of the coup.

His Centre Union party had 
no mass membership.

Banned
The banned Communist Party 
(KKE) and its legal front organ-
isation, the United Democratic 
Left (EDA) did—and they domi-
nated the movement. 

They wanted a constitutional 
monarchy that would allow 
them to form a government. 
But protesters frequently left 
them behind.

Fontas remembered, “Each 
time we marched it was the 
majority—not just a few hot-
heads—who wanted to carry 
on to the palace. The leader-
ship had difficulty holding the 
crowd back.”

Police arrested hundreds on 
a demonstration on 21 July. 

Student Sotiris Petroulas, 
an EDA youth leader, was 
killed. The state blamed the 

teargas—but neck wounds sug-
gested strangulation.

Alkis explained how the 
state tried to bury his corpse in 
secret—but protesters blocked 
the mortuary.

“This thwarted the govern-
ment’s plans and ensured there 
would be a proper funeral,” he 
said. “And the funeral became 
a mass popular mobilisation.”

The following week workers 
defied a call by the EDA lead-
ership for them to go home  
quietly after a general strike. 

They marched through 
Athens shouting, “Sotiris lives” 
and called for an end to the 
monarchy.

One government fell on 
the 20 August, another on  
22 September. Three more 
would go over the next two 
years. 

No government could satisfy 
the movement on the streets 
and the anti-democratic “deep 
state”.

But the EDA leadership’s elec-
toral focus began to demobilise 

the protests.
Elections in May 1967 would 

have likely seen it enter the 
government. But right wing 
army officers seized power in a 
military coup on 21 April.

They arrested everyone from 
street protesters to right wing 
politicians, ushering in seven 
years of dictatorship. 

The movement that could 
have stopped them had been 
frittered away.

H i s t o r i a n  M i c h a l i s 
Limberatos told Workers 
Solidarity it was an unneces-
sary tragedy.

“If instead of paralysing 
the movement the left had 
embraced the demand to expel 
the king, it would probably 
have won it,” he said. 

“This would have paved the 
way for other victories, and 
changed everything.

“That possibility frightened 
the king then—and the colonels 
two years later. But the inabil-
ity of the left to take a revolu-
tionary perspective gave them 
time to organise their coup.”

Splits
The KKE had looked to the 
Soviet Union. But by the 
1960s splits between different 
regimes that called themselves 
Communist saw new groups 
form.

The struggles of July—
and the later 1973 Polytechnic 
Uprising that brought down the 
military regime—brought new 
lessons. A new left looked to 
workers’ strength instead of put-
ting faith in state institutions.

Fontas said, “The July Days 
were a catalyst for the devel-
opment of left forces which 
searched for greater radicalism. 

“It was the birth of question-
ing and challenging old ideas. 

“But there wasn’t enough 
time for it to develop. What was 
needed was a second round.”

Maria Styllou, editor of the 
Greek Socialist Workers Party’s 
Socialism From Below maga-
zine believes that second round 
may be upon us. 

But now prime minister 
Alexis Tsipras’ party Syriza is in 
place of EDA and the unelected 
European Central Bank in place 
of the king.

In a new edition of a book 
she co-wrote on the movement 
Maria wrote, “Without a com-
plete strategy of confronta-
tion, governments of the left 
are not able to implement their 
promises. 

“And in 1965 the revolu-
tionary left was practically 
non-existent.

“People in the streets who 
were told to stop by EDA had 
no alternative political organi-
sations to turn to. Today this is 
different. 

“The generation that lived 
through the July Days and the 
Polytechnic Uprising has left us 
a valuable tradition.

“There is a new wave of anti-
capitalism with a strategy of 
overthrowing the system. 

“Its role in the coming period 
could be decisive.”
Translation by Demetrios 
Hadjidemetriou

LESSON OF 
JULY DAYS 
IN GREECE

The current battle against unelected institutions in Greece 
isn’t the first. Dave Sewell looks at the July Days in 
1965—and how that movement could have won

Reformists 
frittered away a 
strong workers’ 
movement that 
could have won

‘‘ 
Michalis Limberatos

READ MORE
lState and Revolution 
by Vladimir Lenin, £6.95
lManoeuvres from above, 
movements from below—
Greece under Tsipras 
by Gareth Jenkins and 
Despina Karayianni, 
International Socialism 
Available at bit.ly/1Obk7T3
lRevolution in the 21st 
century 
by Chris Harman, £8.97

lArguments for revolution 
by Joseph Choonara and 
Charlie Kimber 
£3

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

FORMER prime 
minister Georgios 
Papandreou 
(top) and king 
Constantine II of 
Greece (above)

 Economic change and social  
 turmoil led to political crisis

Crowds at the funeral for student Sotiris Petroulas, who was killed by police 

THE GREEK ruling 
class and British 
army attacked the 
Communist-led Greek 

resistance after the Second 
World War. 

The civil war that followed 
left in place a regime 
democratic in name only.

At its centre was an army 
and monarchy that claimed 
to have refounded the nation 
by crushing the left. But 
by the 1960s an economic 
boom was reshaping society.

Student numbers 
increased from 11,000 in 
1952 to 68,000 in 1965. 

Working class people 
entered universities that 
had been the preserve of 
the rich. They demanded 
funding for education—
not the royal family.

By 1962 peasant struggles 
were taking off. In the 
region of Iraklion, grape 
farmers occupied a building 
and tobacco farmers 
clashed with police.

Even some bosses were 
frustrated at widespread 
poverty as they tried to 
sell to a home market.

And a construction 
strike in December 1960 
ushered in a new working 
class movement. 

The Greek police 
couldn’t stop strikers’ 
demonstrations. Some 115 
local unions combined 
to launch Greece’s 

equivalent of the TUC. 
One worker said, “It was 

the first time I had such 
an experience, the first 
time I was part of such a 
carnival. We felt like we 
were drunk, like we were 
capable of anything.”

This social turmoil fuelled 
a political crisis. By 1958 
the United Democratic Left, 
the front organisation of 
the Communist Party, was 
the official opposition.

The US military and 
secret services had 
backed the Greek regime 
as a bulwark against 
Communism. They began 
to fear it was becoming 
too brittle to survive an 
explosion from below.

They encouraged more 
liberal MPs who formed a 
new party, Centre Union.

The assassination of 
left wing MP Gregorios 
Lambrakis by right 
wing extremists in 
1963 caused a crisis. 

Prime minister 
Konstantinos Karamanlis 
called an election, lost 
it, and fled to France.

The US hoped a new two-
party system could offer a 
“safety valve” for people’s 
anger. But Papandreou 
took office, and the 
demonstrations and strikes 
increased. And his moderate 
programme didn’t spare 
him from royalist plots.

A MASS protest during the July Days in Greece, 1965

The ‘partnership’ that holds 
back struggle is falling apart

Christine Buchholz, 
an MP in German left 
party Die Linke, says 
opposition to austerity 
is growing on Angela 
Merkel’s own turf
THE VOTE against austerity 
measures in the Greek 
referendum sent shockwaves 
through the ruling classes 
right across Europe.

It showed on the faces of 
German chancellor Angela 
Merkel, finance minister 
Wolfgang Schauble and 
European Parliament 
president Martin Schulz. 

They’ve pushed Greece into 
austerity and misery. 

Germany’s government 
is piling the pressure onto 
Greece—and a vicious media 
campaign blames Greeks for 
wasting German taxpayers’ 
money.

We had a fantastic 
Blockupy demonstration with 
25,000 people protesting 
outside the European Central 
Bank (ECB) in March.

But the resistance to 
austerity politics is much too 
weak in Germany. And part 
of the problem lies with the 
Labour-type Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) joining in the 
anti-Greek chorus.

Its leader Sigmar Gabriel 
is economics minister as part 
of a broad coalition with 
Merkel’s Tories.

He’s currently trying to 
get industrial trade unions 
together with bosses for a new 
deal to strengthen Germany’s 
position in world markets. 

This “social partnership” 
between unions, bosses 
and the government is 
what German capitalism is 
supposedly built on.

But while German capital 
is in a relatively strong 
position, it is built on weak 
foundations.

And workers’ struggles have 
erupted in those sectors—
especially the public sector—
that face cuts and worsening 
conditions. The number of 
strikes in the first half of this 
year was three times as high 
as in the whole of 2014.

Everything was triggered by 
train drivers and conductors 
who went on the offensive 
with a successful strike in 
May. This powerful group of 

just 34,000 workers brought 
the railways to a standstill—
and cost the bosses an 
estimated £70 million a week. 

The dispute, over pay 
and conditions, points to 
broader issues. Deutsche 
Bahn, the state-owned railway 
operator, is being prepared 
for privatisation. This led to 
attacks on workers as rail 
bosses tried to cut costs. 

Workers’ wages have 
been suppressed for the last 
decade. There have also been 
serious attacks on welfare 
and the pension age. Labour 

market reforms mean that one 
in three workers are now in 
precarious jobs.

This has put a strain on the 
“social partnership”—and not 
just for the train drivers. 

Workers in Berlin’s 
largest hospital, the Charite, 
struck for two days in May 
demanding better patient-staff 
ratios. This means that the 
industrial unrest can open up 
political questions about the 
health service and education. 

Last month 31,000 postal 
workers struck against 
attacks bound up with the 
privatisation drive. 

The strikes are by well 
organised groups of workers 
and winning concessions can 
give them confidence. But the 
trade union bureaucracy can 
still do a deal with the bosses.

That’s what happened with 
the postal workers. 

We have difficulties in 
developing the broader 
struggle and solidarity with 
workers across Europe.

We need serious victories 
for this to break into the wider 
working class. For us, this 
means continuing to build on 
the strikes—and challenging 
the social democrats’ 
hegemony in the trade unions.

It also means practicing 
active solidarity. I met the 
Piraeus port workers’ union in 
Greece and they told me they 
would mobilise against any 
new memorandum. 

One of the trade unionists 
there said she’d been in 
Hamburg, where port workers 
are facing the same threats of 
privatisation as in Piraeus. 

We can build on that to 
show that there’s a left wing 
answer in Europe.

Public sector strikers in Berlin in March

BACK STORY
A decade of attacks on the 
working class in Germany 
has fuelled more strikes
lTrain drivers and 
conductors won a battle 
over pay and conditions
lHospital workers in Berlin 
linked the industrial fight to 
big political issues with a 
strike for more staff
lPost workers led a fight 
against privatisation—but 
were held back by the union 
bureaucracy

There have 
been three 
times more 
strikes this year 
than all of 2014

‘‘ 

EYEWITNESS 
GERMANY
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NHS cuts fail abuse victims 
by SADIE ROBINSON 

H E A LT H  S E R V I C E S  i n 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
are failing to protect vulnerable 
children from abuse and neglect, 
according to a new review.

The Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) watchdog review followed a 
report by professor Alexis Jay last 
year into child sexual exploitation 
(CSE) in the town. 

Jay estimated that 1,400 children 
in Rotherham had suffered CSE 
between 1997 and 2013.

The review found a “lack of 
understanding” across services 
about where responsibility for safe-
guarding children and dealing with 
CSE lies.

The review said GPs needed to 
fully understand the child protec-
tion process. 

Partnership 
It said health services for children 
needed better communication and 
closer partnership working.

It said school nurses were over-
stretched and struggling to help 
protect vulnerable children.

And it said pharmacists and work-
ers at Rotherham’s health walk-in 

centre should be made “aware of 
their role for local screening in 
referring young people for sexually-
transmitted infections or in raising 
safeguarding concerns”.

The CQC review, published 
on Tuesday of last week, said 
Rotherham Clinical Commissioning 
Group must draw up an action plan 
within 20 working days.

CQC deputy chief inspector Sue 
McMillan said the situation was 
“unacceptable”.

A separate CQC report on 
Rotherham NHS Foundation Trust 
found that it requires improvement. 

Services for children and young 
people were rated inadequate.

The report identified “risks” to 
children’s safety, particularly those 
with mental health needs.

Inspectors visited Rotherham 
Hospital and other services pro-
vided by the trust in February and 
March this year.

Chief inspector of hospitals pro-
fessor Sir Mike Richards said many 
examples “showed that staff were 
caring, compassionate and treated 
patients with dignity and respect, 
even when they were working 
under significant pressure”.

But “staffing levels” were below 
nationally recognised guidelines. 

The service did not always meet 
the needs of children and young 
people.

Staff felt their caseloads were 
“unmanageable”. Problems with 
staffing levels were “impacting 
heavily on staff morale, sickness 
and retention”.

lSOUTH WALES Police needs to 
improve its understanding of the 
extent of CSE, according to an 
inspector.

Her Majesty’s Inspector of 
Constabulary (HMIC) is continuing 
to investigate police forces across 
England and Wales. It inspected 
South Wales Police in February and 
March this year.

Commitment 
It praised officers’ “commitment” to 
tackling CSE. 

But it found a lack of understand-
ing and said children were being 
unnecessarily detained in custody 
overnight.

Inspectors were particularly 
concerned about police failure to 
protect children who are regularly 
missing from home or treat them as 
at risk of abuse.
For more on the Rotherham CSE 
case go to socialistworker.co.uk 

THE JAY report estimated that 1,400 children had suffered abuse 
across Rotherham 
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 Bosses squeeze us 
for every last penny
Unpaid overtime, zero hours, no time to eat or for breaks at work— Nick Clark looks at a 
new report exposing what the Tory claims of economic recovery mean for low paid workers

‘When sales aren’t good they cut our wages’
MANY OF the workers 
who spoke to the 

Foundation reported a 
high staff turnover in their 
workplaces. Some of the 
workers are on zero or low 
hours contracts. 

They reported that their 
bosses force people out 
of the job “by giving them 
the minimum number 
of hours permissible”.

One bar worker said, 
“No one, except for 
managers, has more 
than a 10-hour contract 
where I work.”

Many of them also 
face constantly changing 
targets, which become 
ever more unrealistic.

This adds to the 
pressure on the low 
paid workers, who know 
they could be out of a 
job if they are unable 
to meet the targets.

One shop worker from 
Slough said, “There will 
be a new target from head 
office every week and 
it feels like it’s actually 
impossible to keep up, 
like you’ll always be 

behind.” Precarious 
employment and 
performance management 
such as target setting 
are often talked about 
as if they are new.

But bosses have 
always used the threat 
of unemployment to 
keep wages low. 

And constantly changing 
targets forces workers to 
work harder and harder. 
So managers can squeeze 
more and more profits 
out of their staff for the 
same small wages.

This becomes more 
intense during economic 
crises. When bosses are 
under pressure to cut 
costs and make profits, it’s 
always workers who suffer.

Some of the workers 
surveyed recognised this. 
Another shop worker 
from Slough said, “The 
problem is that when sales 
aren’t good everything 
else is scrutinised heavily. 

“Wages are the biggest 
cost for a retail company, 
so cutting these will have 
the biggest impact.”

AS MPs saw their salaries soar to 
£74,000 last week, a report on low 
paid workers released two days 
before went largely unnoticed.

But low paid work was pushed to 
the fore recently as the Tories’ latest 
budget marked an attack on tax cred-
its, masked by a false “living wage”.

The report, published by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation last Tuesday, is 
based on experiences described by 
hospitality, retail and care workers. 

It shows how bosses keep wages 
low while squeezing as much profit as 
they can out of the people who work 
for them.

The report suggested that many 
of the workers interviewed were 
resigned to low wages but there was 
plenty of anger over related issues 
such as unpaid overtime.

One hospitality worker said, “My 
boss would have to pay me for all of 
my overtime before I could ever like 
my job. Apart from Christmas Day, 
I’ve never been paid any overtime or 
extra pay.”

Forced
Even worse, a lot of workers reported 
that they were forced to work through 
their unpaid breaks—leaving them 
stressed and exhausted.

A community carer from Essex said, 
“You have absolutely no time. There is 
no allocated time for breaks.

“I go home at the end of the day 
and my partner asks me what I’ve had 
to eat today and I realise I’ve not had 
anything.”

Other workers say they often have 
to come into work while sick—because 
they can’t afford to take time off.

A hospitality worker said, “I had 

gallstones but I couldn’t face taking 
the time off work and losing pay to 
get it sorted.

“I left it for two years and even-
tually the pain was so bad they had 
to rush me in and I ended up taking 
longer off work.”

A related survey for the Foundation 
found that just 38 percent of low 
paid workers in the three sectors had 

scheduled breaks that they always 
take in full.

And 41 percent said they had gone 
to work when they were sick.

The report suggested, “The first step 
to fair pay could be about addressing 
unpaid overtime and breaks.”

It asked, “Might there be opportuni-
ties to enable employees to exchange 
unused holiday for sick leave?”

But workers’ wages are kept delib-
erately low so those at the top can 
make profits. 

As one hospitality worker from 
Essex put it, “We know that they’re 
paying us as little as they can possibly 
get away with.”

Bosses won’t pay for breaks or sick 
leave out of kindness—we have to 
fight for them.

Feeling  
the sharp 
divide

THE report  
showed that low 

paid workers felt the 
sharp divide between 
themselves and 
managers.

One hospitality 
worker said, “I think 
the management 
should be taught people 
skills, because most of 
them don’t know how 
to handle people.

“They talk to you like 
you’re nothing, like a 
kid or something.”

And a shop worker 
said, “They sit in their 
ivory towers saying 
‘do this, do that’ when 
you’re only three 
people in the shop.”

The report also found 
that most of the workers 
knew little about trade 
unions, or were even 
suspicious of them. 

It said that many of 
the younger workers 
were “unable to even 
guess what benefits 
or protection a union 
might offer.”

A related survey 
found that 21 percent 
of low paid workers 
interviewed were 
members of a union.

TORY CHANCELLOR George Osborne just after hearing of the plight of a low paid worker   

Constant targets increase stress

JOIN 
THE 

UNION
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IN BRIEF 

More CalMac staff 
vote for walkouts
TSSA UNION members at 
CalMac have voted to strike 
in a row over the potential 
privatisation of Clyde and 
Hebrides ferry services.

The Scottish government 
owns CalMac.

RMT union members 
struck last month in a 
dispute over protecting jobs, 
conditions and pensions.

Unions want protections 
written into their contracts 
before the Scottish National 
Party government tender for 
the service is decided.

Solidarity actions 
for Elbit arrestees
WEST MIDLANDS Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign was 
set to protest outside 
Birmingham County Court on 
Wednesday of this week.

It is in solidarity with 19 
activists arrested on a protest 
at Israeli-owned Elbit arms 
factories earlier this month.

An all-day protest and 
stall will take place outside 
Tamworth police station on  
31 July when they will find 
out if they will be charged.

Terry Pullinger is 
elected in CWU
THE CWU union has elected a 
new deputy general secretary 
for postal workers.

Terry Pullinger was elected 
new deputy general secretary 
last Thursday.

The previous deputy 
general secretary for post, 
Dave Ward, was elected 
general secretary of the union 
earlier this year.

Workers Aspire to 
defend conditions
HOUSING maintenance 
workers in Stoke-on-Trent and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme struck 
on Monday of this week.

Their Aspire Housing 
bosses plan to sack them and 
rehire them on worse terms.

Some workers face a pay 
cut of more than £5,000 a 
year among other attacks.

The workers are Ucatt, 
GMB and Unite union 
members. Further strikes 
were planned for Friday of 
this week and Monday and 
Friday of next week.

Manchester council 
targets homeless
MANCHESTER CITY Council 
was trying to evict a 
homelessness protest camp 
for the third time as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

Protesters’ supporters 
rallied outside the Civil 
Justice Centre court on 
Tuesday of this week as 
council officials applied for an 
injunction.

The council wants to 
stop “persons unknown” 
erecting “temporary forms of 
accommodation”.

This could be used against 
all homeless people in the 
city centre.

 Bus and Tube workers  
 could unite for strikes
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

ALL FOUR Tube workers’ 
unions plan to strike for 24 
hours on 5 August in a dispute 
over the introduction of Night 
Tube and pay. 

The action would be the 
second by RMT, Aslef, TSSA 
and Unite union members in 
this dispute. The last strike 
earlier this month completely 
shut down the network.

Bosses want to drive down 
workers’ conditions, slash jobs 
and pay, and ultimately go 
after workers’ pensions.

The impact on health and 
safety should ring alarm bells 
for all passengers.

And there is also a mood 
building among bus drivers to 
get their dispute for collective 
bargaining back on the road 
nearly six months since 
London-wide strikes. 

One senior Unite union 
official recently raised the 

prospect of a coordinated bus 
strike with the Tube. This has 
not happened since 1989.

Des, a Unite rep at the 
Go Ahead bus company, told 
Socialist Worker, “All the 
drivers think it is a good idea—
and they are up for it.” 

But many feel unclear about 
the leadership’s strategy.

Unite recently removed 
the need for action to remain 

“lawful” from its constitution.
The new Tory attacks on 

union rights (see pages 10&11) 
show the urgent need to turn 
such words into action.

“They want to diminish 
our powers,” said Des. 
“Somewhere along the line 
we’re going to have to fight 
to defend our unions and our 
services.”
lDes is a pseudonym

UNIVERSAL CREDIT workers picket in Glasgow on Monday of this week Picture: Jim main

BENEFITS WORKERS

 Tata threatens cuts after unions retreat
by DAVE SEWELL

BOSSES AT Tata Steel 
threatened 720 job losses 
in South Yorkshire and the 
West Midlands last week. 

The news came just days 
after four unions ended 
their disputes with Tata over 
pensions.

Tata wanted to close the 
British Steel pension scheme. 
The threat of a national 
steel strike forced them to 
negotiate.

But union leaders 
recommended workers’ 
accept changes to the 
scheme in exchange for 
keeping it open.

Details of these were 
unclear as Socialist Worker 
went to press. But they aim 

to make workers pay for the 
scheme’s deficit.

Workers voted to accept 
the deal in the Community, 
Unite, GMB and—by a narrow 
margin—Ucatt unions.

The new cuts to Tata’s 
Specialty Steels division 
would fall on plants in 
Rotherham, Wednesbury and 
Stocksbridge. 

Losses
Job losses could also be on 
the cards at Scunthorpe in 
Lincolnshire.

Tata blamed rising energy 
prices. Union statements go 
along with this, and call for 
government subsidies.

But if workers occupied 
plants, Tata couldn’t afford 
to give up its premises and 
equipment without a fight.

Workers showed their 
willingness to fight in the 
pension strike ballot. Union 
leaders mustn’t be allowed to 
throw the chance away.

nAROUND 440 workers 
employed by Ardagh 
Glass in Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire are balloting for 
strikes over pensions.

Bosses want to make 
cuts worth £3 million a 
year through an increase 
in contribution rates. 

The workers’ union Unity 
predicts “pensioner poverty” 
for staff if the changes go 
ahead—at a company making 
£54.6 million profit a year.

Workers at all Ardagh 
Glass sites beat an attack 
on their pay through a 
series of strikes in 2013.

MANUFACTURING WORKERS

TRANSPORT WORKERS DEPARTMENT FOR WORK AND PENSIONS

 Killed by benefit changes?
HOW DID 49 people die 
after cuts or changes to their 
disability benefits? 

The Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) ran peer 
reviews to find out—but it 
can keep the findings secret.

The Information 
Commissioner’s Office has 
ruled that the DWP is not 
obliged to share its results, 
based on rules designed 
to protect claimants’ 
confidentiality. 

Campaigners argue that 
data could be anonymised—
and that without challenging 
the DWP the deaths could 
continue.

The reviews represent a 

small proportion of those 
believed dead as a result of 
benefit cuts. Of the 49 people 
whose cases were reviewed, 
ten had been “sanctioned”.

This is where benefits are 
cut off to punish claimants 
for failing to jump through 
enough hoops to show they 
are looking for work.

Claimants had killed 
themselves, or apparently 
killed themselves, in 40 of 
the cases.

Some 33 of the cases 
reviewed called for changes 
to DWP procedures.

A further 11 reviews 
looked at the treatment of 
people who did not die.

‘Stop spying’, say strikers
HUNDREDS OF PCS union 
members struck on Monday 
and Tuesday of this week 
at Bolton and Glasgow’s 
Universal Credit Centres.

The strikes were to be 
followed by a month-long 
overtime ban.

Bolton PCS rep Pete 
Entwistle said, “The last 
straw for us was the ‘Ways of 
Working’. It is a new system 
of managing attendance 
that has been imposed. And 
it scraps flexible working 
agreements that some staff 

have had for over 40 years.
“We are expected to log 

every minute of the working 
day with a code—even when 
we go to the toilet—and we 
are not having it.

“We have had male 
managers making comments 
to female staff about how 
many times they have used 
the loo. It is not on.

“All this on top of poor 
IT systems and inadequate 
training. Staff were asking 
reps to call a strike and for it 
to be more than one day.”

 More action  
 over legal aid
BARRISTERS IN the Criminal 
Bar Association will support 
a work-to-rule by solicitors 
against new cuts to Legal Aid.  

Barristers voted by 
55 percent to join the action.

This means that from 
27 July barristers will refuse to 
cover work for colleagues who 
are the instructed advocate in 
Legal Aid cases. 

Such “returns” account for a 
large amount of the day-to-day 
work in criminal courts.  

Barristers, solicitors and 
others working in the legal 
system are set to join a protest 
on Wednesday of this week. 

It will be outside 
Westminster Magistrates Court 
in central London from 9am.
Brian Richardson

 No to Nazis  
 in Rotherham
A RAGTAG bunch of 
various fascist groupings 
came to Rotherham yet 
again last Saturday. 

About 100 came 
from various places to 
vent their racist bile.

They claimed to be 
protesting about their 
“right to protest”.

But banners linking 
Islam and grooming 
were to the fore.

Around 40 anti-fascists 
held the town square. We 
were proud to continue 
declaring, “Justice for 
the victims, don’t let 
the racists divide us.”

An anti-racist event is set 
for the start of September.
Jay Williams

BARRISTERS ANTI-RACISM

 Bakers reject crummy offer
WORKERS AT the 
Gunstones bakery in 
Sheffield have voted 
overwhelmingly to reject a 
pay offer.

Bosses had offered them 
a 3.5 percent pay increase.

But members of the 
Bfawu union voted by 
93 percent to reject the 
offer.

The workers are fighting 
an imposed pay freeze after 
bosses made 426 sackings. 
They struck for 48 hours 
last month.

Bosses initially refused to 
make an offer on pay.

They complained that 
they were paying money to 
staff in order to make them 
redundant.

FOOD WORKERS
Tube strikers at Arnos Grove station  Picture: Pete WoodWard
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London Met strike 
over ‘political’ cuts
by SADIE ROBINSON

W O R K E R S  I N  t h e 
Unison union at London 
Metropolitan University 
were set to hold a 24-hour 
strike on Friday of this week 
against compulsory redun-
dancies and victimisations.

Bosses at London Met have 
issued compulsory redun-
dancy notices to Unison 
members Max Watson, Frank 
Duffy and Natasha Lalovic. 

Max is branch secretary of 
Unison at London Met. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“There’s no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that this is a political 
decision.

“Other people with the 
same job title have said they 
want to leave, but manage-
ment has deliberately chosen 
us.

“Natasha was in a redun-
dancy pool with one other 
person who wants to leave. 
She wants to stay. But bosses 
have made her redundant.”

Attack
Workers overwhelmingly 
backed a motion at an emer-
gency general meeting last 
week condemning the com-
pulsory redundancies as 
“politically motivated”. 

It added that the attack 
on Max is “an attack on 
our right to have effective 

representation”. All three are 
appealing their dismissals. 
But bosses have chosen their 
timing so that workers have 
very little time to respond.

Max said, “I have three 
weeks to find another job in 
the university or successfully 
appeal against the decision. 
We need other trade union-
ists to support us.

“We are spending a lot of 
money on this campaign and 
have a hardship fund. All 
donations will be gratefully 
received.

“And we want people to 

come and support our picket 
lines and a lunchtime strike 
rally on the day.”

The UCU union at London 
Met struck against job cuts in 
May and June. Unison struck 
twice in June.

The attacks aren’t simply 
about individual jobs. Bosses 
want to drive through cuts 
that will damage education, 
make life for remaining work-
ers harder and transform the 
ethos of the university.

Workers should demand 
their union leaders ramp up 
their response.

HEALTH

EDUCATION

Calderstones NHS staff ballot for action
WORKERS IN Calderstones 
Hospital in Lancashire are 
fighting bosses’ attacks 
on pay, jobs and health 
services. 

Health bosses are using 
a report into services 
for people with learning 
disabilities and autism to 
push through the attacks. 

Written in response to 
Winterbourne View private 
hospital abuse scandal, it 
recommended moving such 
patients into community 
care. 

The NHS and social care 
crises make this impossible. 

Unison union assistant 
branch secretary Glen 
Harrison spoke to Socialist 
Worker in a personal 
capacity. 

He said, “We were 
supposed to move  
85 patients out by the 

end of March—but that’s 
physically impossible. 

“We’re facing a national 
shortage of providers for 
care in the community.”

Calderstones plans to 
merge with Mersey Care 
NHS Trust and bosses have 
launched an attack on the 
hospital workers. 

Pay
In the next two years, up to 
400 jobs could go and pay 
is already under attack.

Glenn explained, “The 
band 3 staff are being 
redeployed to band 2—a  
20 percent pay cut for some 
people.” 

And for night shift 
workers such as Glen the 
situation is even worse. “I’d 
end up losing £5,000.”

This comes on top of 
attacks that bosses have 

already pushed through. 
Glen said, “The band 4s 

were already downbanded 
to band 3 and are now being 
consulted again. That could 
be a 40 percent pay cut.” 

Workers are determined 
to fight back. They are being 
balloted in the next two 
weeks and expect to take 
action after the summer. 
“We will strike,” said Glen.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

nA TWO-DAY strike by 
porters at John Radcliffe 
Hospital in Oxford, set 
for Tuesday of this week, 
was suspended for talks.

The Unison union 
members are fighting bosses’ 
attacks on their terms and 
conditions, and pay cuts of 
up to £54 a week. 
lSee Support JR Hospital 
Porters—Oxford on Facebook

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Austerity drive deepens as 
councils launch new attack
WALSALL COUNCIL in 
the West Midlands has 
announced plans to cut 
pay by 2 percent across the 
board and turn the first 
three days’ holiday each 
year into unpaid leave.

This is on top of a 
two-year pay freeze and 
cuts to car allowances.

The council intends to 
drive it through in four 
weeks. Union meetings 
are taking place this 
week and next.

Dave Harrison, Walsall 
Unite union secretary, said, 
“We will seek to oppose 
these cuts and will be 
consulting with members.”

While cuts are forced 
through everywhere, this 
Tory/Ukip-controlled council 
is stepping up the attack on 
workers’ pay and conditions.
Martin Lynch

nLABOUR-RUN Coventry 
city council is going for 
trade unions’ facility time. 

It wants to cut facility 
time by over 50 percent. 

Labour councillors 
said nothing about these 
proposals when they were 
trying to get re-elected 
just two months ago.

The council initially 
charged ahead with its plan 
and a sham consultation.

Coventry Unison 
union said last week 
that it has now agreed to 
“meaningful negotiations”.

Yet the attack is by no 
means off the table.

Council leaders are 
looking to weaken 
the resistance to the 
millions of pounds in 
cuts they plan to make.
lSign the petition  
chn.ge/1fhzPAs

LOBBYING LONDON Met University governors in May this year        Picture: DaviD HarDman

MIGRANT WORKERS

Protest for 
Sotheby’s 4
PROTESTERS gathered outside 
Sotheby’s auction house in 
central London on Thursday 
of last week demanding the 
reinstatement of four workers.

Workers from the School of 
Oriental and African Studies 
and the National Gallery 
brought banners and joined the 
protest in solidarity.

The four—Percy, Barbara, 
Marco and Jorge—worked for 
subcontracting firm Servest. 

The four joined a protest 
earlier this month calling for 
better sick pay and an end to 
victimisation of union activists.

The next day Servest told 
them Sotheby’s had said it 
did not want them on the 
premises.

But Percy said, “The support 
that we get from people 
gives us the strength to keep 
fighting.”

SOUTH LONDON

 Cuts battle college occupied
A SMALL group of activists 
occupied against the closure 
of the Camberwell site of 
Lewisham and Southwark 
College (Lesoco) last Sunday.

College governors voted 
earlier this month to close 
it within weeks. Some 300 
students study there, mainly 
learning basic skills and 
English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (Esol).

Police evicted the activists 
on Monday of this week.

Shakira Martin is vice 
president for Further 
Education in the NUS students’ 
union. She told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m disgusted at the 
police that came with dogs to 
evict us. But we have made 

a stand for further education 
and I hope it can empower 
other colleges.”

UCU union members at the 
college struck for three days in 
June against bosses’ cuts plans 
and have held several protests.

Union leaders had a chance 
to build a strong campaign. 
Workers overwhelmingly 
backed action. Harder-hitting, 
more coordinated action would 
have had a bigger impact.

Shakira said the eviction has 
made her “more determined”. 
She said, “If we wait too long 
before fighting, more of our 
resources and services will be 
gone.”
lSee Defend Lewisham and 
Southwark College on Facebook

MEDIA WORKERS

New deal for Newsquest
JOURNALISTS AT Newsquest 
newspapers in south 
London have accepted a 
deal after striking against 
low pay and job cuts. 

The NUJ union members 
struck for nine days last 
month against a management 
restructure and job cuts across a 
range of local newspapers.

The strikers won the London 
Living Wage for trainee 
reporters. But the restructure 
is set to go ahead—and five 
journalists have been made 
redundant.

Management and the NUJ 
are set to review the restructure 
in three months’ time.
Nick ClarkSOLIDARITY

lJoin picket lines at all 
London Met sites and a 
rally from 12 noon until 
2pm at the Tower Building. 
Send messages of support 
unison@londonmet.ac.uk
lDonate—cheques 
to Unison London 
Metropolitan University. 
Post—Christian Manna, 
Unison treasurer, London 
Met University, 166-220 
Holloway Rd, N7 8DB. 
llondonmetunison.org.uk

 Don’t let Tories smash BBC
THE TORIES launched an 
attack on the BBC last week 
with a review into how the 
public broadcaster operates. 

It could pave the way for 
the breakup of the BBC.

The review lays bare the 
Tories’ plans to scale back 
services and programmes, 
and to outsource production.

BBC bosses are already 
cutting 1,000 jobs. 

Unions can count on 

public support if they fight 
the plans.

And BBC workers have 
the power to fight back too.

One BBC worker told 
Socialist Worker, “In Greece 
the response of the workers 
at state broadcaster ERT 
was to occupy and keep on 
broadcasting. 

“We should link up with 
them and learn from their 
struggle.”
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NATIONAL GALLERY strikers hold up letters spelling out “50 days & ready for more” Picture: SocialiSt Worker

GALLERY STRIKE 
SET TO ESCALATE
by NICK CLARK

STRIKERS AT the National 
Gallery in London celebrated 
50 days of strikes against 
privatisation on Monday—
and could be headed for 
all-out action in August.

The PCS union members 
were voting in a consultative 
ballot on escalating the action 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press. It was due to close on 
Thursday of this week.

Workers at the publicly-
owned gallery are fighting 
plans to outsource 400 of its 
600 staff to a private company.

They are also demanding 
the reinstatement of victim-
ised PCS rep Candy Udwin. 
She was suspended ahead of 
the first strike in January and 
sacked in May.

Their 50th strike day on 
Monday was also the first of 
a three-day strike.

Speaking at the picket line, 
Candy said, “I want to say 
well done to everyone who 
has been out here striking. 
Striking for 50 days is not an 
easy thing to do.”

The three-day strike follows 

a 72-hour walkout last week.
Strikers plan to walk out 

every week until mid August, 
when they will begin their 
indefinite action if the ballot 
returns a yes vote.

The strikes combine with 
protests and lobbies in a 
strategy of putting pressure 
on National Gallery trustees.

Strikers and their support-
ers planned to lobby Candy’s 
appeal hearing at the gallery 
from 8am on Wednesday of 
this week.

Accused
Gallery bosses accused Candy 
of breaching confidentiality 
when she drafted a question 
for the union that asked about 
the cost of hiring private secu-
rity firm CIS.  

CIS security guards have 
been brought in to take 
over services in the gallery’s 
Sainsbury Wing.

But a court ruling has said 
that Candy was acting legiti-
mately as a trade union rep. 

And it said a full employ-
ment tribunal would likely 
rule that it was not reasonable 
for bosses to accuse Candy of 
gross misconduct. This shows 

the strength of her case. 
Outgoing gallery direc-

tor Nicholas Penny, was set 
to chair Candy’s appeal, but 
gallery trustees replaced him 
with an outsider not agreed 
by the union.

The strikers also lobbied a 
trustees’ meeting on Thursday 
of last week. They were joined 
by two victimised Sotheby’s 
workers (see page 19) and 
film director Ken Loach.

And around 20 of the 
strikers’ supporters held a 
flash mob protest inside the 

Sainsbury Wing last Friday.
They unfurled a banner 

that read “No privatisation, 
no victimisation—reinstate 
Candy” and they chanted 
“Privatisation, no way—
National Gallery here to stay”.

The strikers have proved 
they have widespread sup-
port. They’ve collected more 
than £50,000 for the strike 
fund from trade union-
ists and supporters across 
Britain.

And the campaign has 
already had some success. 

Bosses were forced to 
pay the gallery workers the 
London Living Wage in April.

U-turn
And Nicholas Penny per-
formed a spectacular U-turn 
earlier this month when he 
said in an interview, “I would 
very much prefer to keep all 
the gallery assistants as part 
of the gallery.”

As the gallery’s director he 
had been the one to approve 
the privatisation.

Strikers plan to protest 
outside Penny’s leaving party 
in the Sainsbury wing this 
Thursday. 

The plan is to keep up the 
pressure on incoming director 
Gabriele Finaldi—who takes 
over as director next month.

If strikers vote for it, 
the all-out strike will be 
timed to coincide with his 
appointment.

Speaking at the lobby last 
Thursday Candy said, “If the 
new director thinks he is 
going to avoid taking respon-
sibility for the future of the 
gallery, he is wrong.

“PCS members are in the 
process of voting for all-out 
strike action to start in the 
middle of August. So far the 
vote has been to overwhelm-
ingly support that.”

All-out action is the strong-
est card in the strikers’ hands. 

After hearing of the victory 
of the Glasgow homelessness 
caseworkers (see page 3), 
Candy told pickets, “This 
shows that it is possible to 
win—that indefinite strikes 
are the way to go”.
Support the strikers Donate 
to account number 20169002, 
sort code 08 60 01. Cheques to 
PCS Culture Media and Sport 
Association, c/o PCS North 
West Region, Jack Jones House, 
1 Islington, Liverpool L3 8EG

Outgoing gallery head Nicholas Penny now opposes privatisation

Gallery 
strikers could 
be headed for 
all-out action 
in August
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