
The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 

Joseph Choonara says workers still have the 
power to change the world  >>Pages 14 &15

The working class 
in the 21st century

A new left has the
Blairites panicking

Interview with Jeremy Corbyn, plus 
Alex Callinicos on Labour >>Pages 6&7

 VILE TORY 
 WHIPS UP
 RACISM

RICH MARAUDING MINISTER IS 
THE REAL THREAT TO OUR LIVES

Tell Hammond— 
all migrants are 
welcome here
THE TORRENT of anti-migrant abuse reached a 
new low last week with a racist rant from Tory 
foreign secretary Philip Hammond (right).

He claimed “millions” of migrants from Africa 
would come and undermine the British way of life.

The Tories are trying to make out that the 2,000 
refugees huddled near Calais represent a terrible 
threat to people in Britain.

Howls of outrage met a decision to film BBC’s 

Songs of Praise in the migrant camp.
Politicians and the right wing press are blaming 

migrants for everything. 
The Daily Mail newspaper blames migrants for 

NHS shortages—but it’s migrants who built the 
health service and keep it running. 

And the Tories have just slashed financial support 
for asylum seekers. 

Anyone in Britain who thinks this will mean more 
for them will soon find the Tories actually want to 
take away everybody’s benefits.

The refugees in Calais are fleeing some of the 
world’s worst warzones. Most of their problems 
have been caused by interventions by Western 
powers.

The real marauding hordes we need to fear are 
the Tories who are out to destroy the welfare state 
and workers’ rights—not the migrants they are  
scapegoating. 

INSIDE Migrants protest in 
Calais hell >>Page 4

The Tory clampdown 
hurts us all >> Page 5

Refugees find no safe 
haven >> Pages 10&11

How borders were 
invented >>Page 15
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PRIVATISATION

National Gallery 
workers begin 
indefinite walkout
WORKERS AT the National 
Gallery in central London 
began an all-out strike on 
Tuesday of this week.

They brought forward 
their walkout after bosses 
announced privatisation plans 
could go through sooner.

 They are also fighting for 
the reinstatement of sacked 
PCS union rep Candy Udwin. 
>>Page 20

UNITED STATES

Cops shoot man 
on Ferguson 
anniversary
A STATE of emergency has 
been declared in Ferguson, 
Missouri, after cops shot 
a young black man during 
a protest to mark the 
anniversary of the police 
killing of Michael Brown.

Tyrone Harris was left 
in a “critical, unstable” 
condition after being shot 
last Sunday night.
>>Page 8

STRIKE

London Tube 
workers vote for 
more action 
MEMBERS OF the RMT union 
have voted for new strikes 
on the London Underground, 
set to take place on 25 
and 27 September.

Tube workers brought 
London to a halt on Thursday 
of last week with a total 
shutdown of the network.
>>Page 3
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lYOU’RE ALLOWED to be home-
less in Manchester—just not to 

be angry about it. The council has 
graciously granted permission to 
sleep in cardboard boxes or sleep-
ing bags—but not tents.

It has drawn up a list to distinguish 
between “genuine” rough sleepers 
and those banned by a court order 
against homelessness protesters.

The important thing is that 
Andy’s mum thinks he’s cool
LABOUR LEADERSHIP hopefuls Liz 
Kendall and Andy Burnham have a 
secret weapon to reverse the surge 
for left candidate Jeremy Corbyn—
rubbish videos on YouTube.

Comic relief uber-Blairite Kendall 
says, “I believe our party has the imagi-
nation, the ideas and energy to win in 
2020—and make sure Britain faces the 
challenges of the future.”

Sadly no such creativity seems to 
have gone into the video itself, which 
mainly consists of watching her sit 
typing at her computer. Troublemaker 
hopes she’s getting paid for so promi-
nently displaying its logo.

You can tell when there’s supposed 
to be a good bit because Kendall is so 
impressed by her own words she smiles 
or nods seriously.

The rest of Kendall’s video is spent 
pacing the room looking for ways to 
sound slightly less appalling.

But it does have the merit of being 
brief. Burnham on the other hand takes 
more than eight minutes to explain that 
we should vote for him because his mum 

and dad say so. “He’s always given us a 
laugh hasn’t he?” entreats mum Eileen. 
It’s a compelling case.

Though if we’re picking our leaders 
based on parental endorsement now, 
perhaps we may as well just go back to 
rule by a hereditary monarchy.

Still, Burnham’s wife, his brother, his 
children’s rugby coach and his old pal 
the former Millennium Dome secretary 
Lord Falconer also agree that he’s an all-
round great bloke.

So that’s settled then. 
The video also highlights some of 

Burnham’s triumphs as a constitu-
ency MP, such as noticing when the 
Hillsborough justice campaign was get-
ting popular enough to hitch his wagon 
to it. But it’s strangely silent about pri-
vatising the NHS through PFI.

Troublemaker awaits with bated 
breath the testimony from Yvette 
Cooper—Shadow Min i s te r  fo r 
Islamophobia and Immigrant-bashing 
and Iain Duncan Smith’s predecessor at 
the Department of Scapegoating Benefit 
Claimants.

l THE STAFF at the Bellevue Hotel in 
Sousse, Tunisia, were hailed as heroes 

after they formed a human chain to 
protect tourists from a gunman.

But now they are on the scrapheap, 
after a British government terror warning 
meant there would be no more flights 
there from Britain. The hotel is due to 
close next week, putting most of those 
who joined the human chain out of work.

Ukip and the bosses 
have Chunnel vision
TROUBLEMAKER would 
like to nominate Abdul 
Rahman Haroun for some 
kind of medal.

The 40 year old 
Sudanese refugee travelled 
the entire 30 miles of 
the Channel Tunnel last 
week—on foot.

He had to walk for more 
than ten hours in total 
darkness, avoiding trains 
going past at 100 
miles an hour.

But Eurostar 
bosses seem to be 
putting themselves 
forward for villain of 
the year.

They say 
Abdul’s only 
reward should 
be deportation 
or possibly jail.

lSENIOR Ukip MEP 
Mike Hookem could 

have saved Abdul the 
bother. He went on a “fact-
finding” mission to Calais 
last week, boasting of 
shining his car lights at the 
“illegals” to “put them off” 
crossing the border.

He insisted it was easy 
for migrants, saying “I’m 
61 and I climbed over the 

fence.
“At 61 years of age, 

I could have been 
through that tunnel.”

Perhaps all the 
people who have 

died making  
the attempt 
were actually 
very young-
looking 62 
year olds.

Muddled myths are 
really Poles apart
WHAT WOULD it look 
like if all the Polish 
workers in Britain 
went on strike against 
scapegoating?

The MP for Boston in 
Lincolnshire is worried. 
Tory Matt Warman said, 
“No one can deny the 
contribution they make... 
the whole country sees 
it on the shelves 
and supermarkets 
and farm shops.

“So any 
withdrawal of that 
contribution 
would be 
detrimental.”

But hang on—
aren’t they meant 
to be benefit 
scroungers?

lTHE CALAIS crisis 
gave the right wing 

Daily Express rag a 
chance to bring together 
some of its favourite 
subjects last week.

First it breathlessly 
warned that the 
immigrants were 
being infiltrated by 
the anarchists.

But this was quickly 
eclipsed by “disgust”, 
“fury” and even “rage” 

at the BBC’s Songs 
of Praise’s trip to 

the migrants’ 
makeshift 

church.

Not feeling 
the benefit
THE OFFICIAL statistics 
watchdog says the Tories 
aren’t releasing data 
about who is hit by benefit 
sanctions. One in six 
unemployed people have 
their benefits cut off by 
sanctions each year, new 
research by the Guardian 
newspaper suggests.

lTWO YEARS into the 
government’s benefit 

cap, nearly two thirds 
of those affected are 
single parents—mostly 
of children under five.
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Hotel workers Mohamed and Jihed

An outrage, apparently

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘You can pick up 
the phone today 
and call your 
stockbroker’
Tory treasury minister Harriett 
Baldwin explains the RBS sale

‘We are the Guild 
of the Professional 
Politicians and 
we will be the 
best professional 
politicians there 
can be’
Chancellor George Osborne, 
man of the people

‘Sign up as 
supporters for 
three quid in the 
next few days’
Spin doctor Alastair Campbell 
wants people to ‘infiltrate’ 
Labour to vote against Corbyn

‘Oppose it, open 
your mouth, 
maintain an 
attitude’ 
German newsreader Anja 
Reschke calls for opposition 
to anti-refugee racism. Her 
outburst went viral online

‘Sweeping 
deregulation is 
the only way to 
provide Britain 
with the slums it 
is crying out for’
Theo Clifford, the pro-market 
Adam Smith Institute’s young 
writer contest winner

GOING UP

GOING DOWN

£2.5MN
new payout for ten top 
bosses at bailed out RBS

£40BN
projected loss to the state 
on sales of RBS shares

FAT CAT OF 
THE WEEK
James Lupton 
Banker, Tory donor and 
first in line for the Lords
lDavid Cameron has put 
Lupton forward to be one 
of 30 new Tory peers
lThe investment banker 
with a personal fortune 
of £130 million is also the 
Tories’ joint treasurer
lDonated £2.6 million for 
the election. Seems he’s 
getting his money’s worth

Liz Kendall’s words have really struck a
chord with Liz Kendall

Andy Burnham proves his ordinariness by 
commissioning and starring in a short film

Would-be migrant Hookem



IN BRIEF
Courses close 
thanks to cuts
TORY ATTACKS on education 
force sixth form colleges 
to cut science and foreign 
language courses, a new 
report has found.

The Sixth Form Colleges 
Association report found 
that 72 percent of colleges 
surveyed had dropped 
courses. It predicts more will 
be forced to go.

Private lesson 
in inequality
GRADUATES FROM private 
schools go straight into 
better-paid jobs than 
former state school pupils, 
according to new research 
from the Sutton Trust.

Within just three years 
they are earning £4,500 
more on average.

Janner ordered 
to attend court
LORD JANNER must 
appear at court in person 
for a hearing over child sex 
abuse charges, Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court ruled last 
week.

The former Labour peer, 
who has dementia, denies 
allegations of abuse in the 
1960s, 1970s and 1980s.

Private firms 
target nurses 
PRIVATE HEALTH firms 
are trying to lure nurses in 
Scotland into leaving the 
NHS.

One firm is offering a 
£500 one-off payment to get 
people to work in a private 
Highlands care home. 

The NHS is already in the 
grip of a staffing crisis—and 
this will only make it worse. 

Tube workers call fresh 
strikes to take on bosses 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE RMT union has announced 
two further 24-hour Tube strikes 
for 25 and 27 August. The other 
three unions were yet to confirm if 
they’d join the walkouts as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Tube workers brought London to a 
halt on Thursday of last week with a 
total shutdown of the network.

East London tube driver Michael 
told Socialist Worker, “We’re solid—
not one driver’s gone in and I’m sure 
picketing here is just like everywhere 
else.”

It was the same on the Brixton 
picket line in south London. RMT 
union rep Micky told Socialist 
Worker, “Having all four unions out 
has really boosted people.” 

This was the second united walk-
out by all four Tube unions—Aslef, 
RMT, TSSA and Unite.

Tory mayor Boris Johnson and 
London Underground (LU) bosses are 
getting increasingly desperate.

Queues formed at train stations 
and bus stops from early evening on 
Wednesday as the shutdown began. 
By rush hour on Thursday morning 
428 traffic jams were reported.

Bosses are trying to ram through 
plans to bring in the Night Tube in 
September. This would make some 
lines 24-hour at weekends.

Impose
They also want to impose new ros-
ters on station staff and make them 
work anywhere on a line at 24 hours’ 
notice.

Bosses always focus on pay to 
draw attention away from their 
plans to push through new rotas and  
£4.2 billion in cuts.

Aslef union general secretary Mick 
Whelan told Socialist Worker, “We’re 
not against the Night Tube—we’re 
against the impact that it would cur-
rently have.

“This is about a tyrannical and 
draconian management trying to 
impose it.” RMT union rep Barrie 
told Socialist Worker on the London 
Bridge picket line, “This is not about 
pay. They want to slash 900 station 
staff jobs in February, having already 

closed ticket offices”.
There are a number of other live 

ballots on the Tube, including over 
the increasing use of agency staff and 
attacks on health and safety.

RMT driver Graham explained 
what the Night Tube would mean for 
workers. “You’ve always got fatigue 
anyway and this would get worse 
with the new rosters,” he said. 

“You’re up at 3am and eating 
breakfast two hours later one day, 
then a couple of days later you’re at 
work until 3am.”

Passenger safety at stations is also 
under threat. LU bosses have already 
scaled back the track maintenance 
regime—and this would get worse 
under the Night Tube while usage 
was going up.

Barrie added, “Trains would be 
running from 5am on Friday until 
12.30am on Sunday, but the trains and 
the track need checking regularly.”

The Tube strike caught a mood 
of resistance. Local NUT, UCU and 
Unison members joined the picket 
line in Brixton and a National Gallery 
striker brought solidarity to London 
Bridge. Many commuters also came 
up to thank workers for taking on the 
Tories.

Yet the Unite leadership is sit-
ting on a live ballot on the London 
buses—there is no justification for 
not calling their members out. 

Workers have shown their power 
to take on austerity—with more 
action and solidarity they can win.
Some names have been changed

Striking Tube workers on the picket line in Stratford (above) and at 
East Finchley (left) Pictures: AlAn Kenny And terry McGrAth

Offensive Ripper museum opens to protest
UP TO 200 hundred protesters, 
including local campaigners and 
historians, demonstrated outside 
the new Jack the Ripper museum 
when it opened in Cable Street, east 
London last week. 

When the owners got planning  
permission from Tower Hamlets 
council they said it would be a 
museum about working class 
women’s struggles in the East End. 

Some protesters dressed up 
as suffragettes and other women 
campaigners to show who  
could have featured in a real 
museum devoted to working  
class women. 

The original description of the 
museum claimed it would be “the 
only dedicated resource in the East 

End to women’s history”. 
Instead the former head of 

diversity for Google, Mark Palmer-
Edgecumbe opened a museum 
dedicated to a notorious serial killer 
of women. Adverts at the front of 
the museum boast you can “visit 
the morgue and see the autopsy 
photos... of the murdered women”. 

A skull and cross bones on the 
museum’s frontage was painted out 
before the opening. 

There are now plans to mobilise 
those disgusted at this glorification 
of the murder of women to be 
part of a new project celebrating a 
history women workers’ resistance.
If you would like to find out 
more about the project go to 
eastendwomensmuseum.weebly.comProtesters outside museum

IN THIS WEEK

 2005
Heathrow workers’ 
solidarity walkout
WHEN AIRLINE catering 
firm Gate Gourmet 
sacked 670 of its workers 
British Airways baggage 
handlers at Heathrow 
Airport walked out in 
solidarity.

Check-in staff and bus 
drivers joined in, forcing 
flights to be cancelled.

There’s more  
online...
lFor news and analysis as it happens

lReports and pictures from picket 
lines and protests from Britain...and all 
over the world
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WHAT WE THINK

Migrant Help charity 

IN BRIEF 
‘We want freedom,’ demand 
detainees inside Yarl’s Wood 
HUNDREDS HELD a 
noisy protest outside 
Yarl’s Wood women’s 
immigration removal 
centre, near Bedford, 
last Saturday as 
detainees protested 
inside. 

Protesters from 
London, Manchester, 
Sheffield and as far 
away as Glasgow 
arrived in coach 
loads. They banged on 
the fences so inmates 
could hear them 
inside.

Runa Khanom 
who travelled from 
Birmingham told 
Socialist Worker, 
“I’m angry at what’s 
going on in Calais. 
The government 
is scapegoating 
migrants escaping 
poverty and war.

“So I came here 
to protest and 
give racists more 
nightmares about 
migrant resistance.”

Detained women 

waved signs from the 
windows of the centre. 

They read, “We 
want freedom” and 
“We are human”. 

One inmate’s 
phone message was 
played through a 
microphone.

It said, “We are 
waving guys. Thank 
you guys. Thank you 
for supporting us. 

“We hope you keep 

supporting us until 
this place is shut 
down and we are free.

“It should be made 
into a museum.”

Yarls Wood’s 
inmates have a history 
of resistance. 

Hunger strikes and 
point blank refusals 
to be escorted to the 
airport have been 
commonplace.
Salman Mirza

Banging on the fences outside Yarl’s Wood 

Asylum seeker who fled the 
war in Yemen speaks out 
ONE ASYLUM seeker 
who fled the war in 
Yemen and recently 
got refugee status 
in Britain spoke to 
Socialist Worker. 

They said, “Waiting 
for an asylum 
decision can be like 
slow death.

“It was very difficult 
to live. 

The Home Office 
gave me £35 a week. 
But that wasn’t 
enough to both buy 
food and pay for the 
hour-long bus journey 
into the city to see my 

solicitor.
“Luckily I was able 

to stay with a student 
friend who helped 
when the money ran 

out. And I am very 
grateful to Migrant 
Help for the advice 
they gave.

“There are two 
beautiful sounds 
asylum seekers wait 
to hear—a letter 
dropping through your 
door and the phone 
ringing.

“We can’t choose 
the land we are born 
in.

“But I think you will 
find that if you give 
migrants a chance we 
will help share and 
build your country.”

Police arrest truck driver 
POLICE arrested 
a lorry driver after 
finding 18 people in 
the back of his vehicle 
near Luton. 

A motorist called 
the police after seeing 
someone was trying 
to force the lorry’s 
back doors open from 
within.

The authorities are 
trying to make drivers 
act as border guards. 
Hertfordshire police 
took the 18 into “for 
their safety”. 

WHAT WE THINKTop Tory minister’s racist rant 
ramps up assault on migrants 
 by  KEN OLENDE 

MORE THAN 200  peop l e 
drowned in the Mediterranean 
last week when their overloaded 
boat capsized off the Libyan 
coast.

But it was barely mentioned by 
the media. The deaths have only 
been seen as an opportunity to 
attack the people traffickers, not 
the ongoing tragedy of people flee-
ing war and poverty.

Far more would have drowned if 
a rescue boat had not been able to 
drop life rafts. Around 370 people 
survived the sinking, saying they 
had been charged up to £1,160 to 
travel.

Despite the 200 who drowned, 
in Britain the politicians’ and the 
media’s focus is still on Calais.

The Tories’ attempts to scapegoat 
refugees reached a new low this 
week when millionaire foreign sec-
retary Philip Hammond complained 
about African migrants “maraud-
ing” around Calais.

He was in Singapore for the 50th 
anniversary of its independence 
from the British Empire. 

Marauding 
This is a reminder that the real 
people who marauded around the 
world plundering wealth were 
British imperialists—not African 
migrants. 

Hammond claimed, “Europe 
can’t protect itself and preserve its 
standard of living and social infra-
structure, if it has to absorb 
millions of migrants from 
Africa.”

There’s no evidence that 
any refugees fleeing war, or 
“economic migrants”, cause 
economic problems.

Is Hammond’s rant 
aimed at the 4,276 
d o c t o r s  f r o m 
Nigeria who cur-
rently work in 
Britain or the 
1 , 6 9 2  f r o m 
S u d a n ?  F a r 

from holding Britain back migrants 
built the NHS.

Hammond wants us to blame 
migrants for low wages and the lack 
of jobs and housing. 

The Tories instensified their 
scapegoating last Monday by slash-
ing support for asylum seekers with 
children (see box above). 

But the experience of a couple 
of thousand refugees in Calais has 
become linked to our own rulers’ 
propaganda that migrants are 
“overwhelming” Britain. 

David Cameron’s language about 
“swarms” here becomes an overt 
attack on how Africans supposedly 
draw Europe back. 

Labour’s shadow home secretary 
Yvette Cooper called Hammond’s 
language “alarmist”. 

But the best she could come 
up with was, “We need practi-

cal responses to help refugees, 
stop people smuggling, and 
prevent illegal travelling.”

The real solution is that 
Britain should stop pushing 

policies that destroy  
people’s lives and 
force them to flee 
war and poverty.

And it should 
let the refugees 
in Calais into 
Britain.

MIGRANTS AND supporters protesting near Calais on last Saturday 

Refugees and supporters hold defiant 
anti-racist march on Calais beach
WEYMAN BENNETT,  jo int 
national secretary of the Stand 
Up to Racism campaign, 
j o i n e d  m i g ra n t s  o n  a 
solidarity protest in Calais 
last Saturday. He spoke to 
Socialist Worker
 
AROUND 500 migrants and 
their supporters gathered in the 
“jungle” camp near Calais last 
Saturday, before 300 marched 
several miles to the town’s holi-
day beach. 

People chanted and held up 
home-made placards on the 
demonstration. 

They said “We are human 
beings, not animals”, “Refugees 
are not criminals” and “We are 
in danger, not dangerous”.

Given the torrent of 
propaganda from politicians and 
the media, it was refreshing how 
well the march was received by 
French holiday-makers on the 
beach.

The protest was organised by 
migrants and their supporters. 

They were protesting against 
racism and calling for solidarity 
against their barbaric treatment. 

The organisers invited us 
to come partly because they 
wanted people from Britain 
after David Cameron branded 
migrants a “swarm”. 

I spoke to one of the 
organisers, Beatrice from Eritrea. 

She had crossed the Sahara 
desert in north Africa and the 
Mediterranean Sea. In other 

circumstances, she’d be called 
intrepid or a hero after making a 
journey of thousands of miles to 
escape oppression. 

Her spirit is not broken. 
Despite the hardships and abuse 
she has faced, she was full of 
hope and resistance like many 
other migrants in Calais. 

It’s amazing how people 
with so little share what they 
have—no matter what their 
background is. 

Every socialist and trade 
unionist should organise to 
get solidarity for the Calais 
migrants.

The Tories are pushing a 
strategy of divide and rule so 
they can push through austerity.

We need the same spirit of 
resilience that the migrants have 
shown.

Sign the statement at the Stand Up to 
Racism Facebook page and support 
solidarity trips to Calais

Daily Mail’s work of fiction
THE DAILY Mail 
newspaper ran five 
pages on Monday 
supposedly exposing 
how “foreigners” 
were getting 
treatment in other 
EU countries paid 
for by the NHS. 

But it doesn’t 
explain why 
migrants would 
want to, since 
they already have 
access to health 

care services. 
The Mail has 

already been 
caught out printing 
inaccurate headlines 
about numbers of 
migrants travelling 
from Calais.  

Journalist Jon 
Danzig complained 
about the distortions 
and was told that 
the true figures were 
“explained lower 
down in the story”. 

FIGURE IT OUT
 30  percent—the amount 

the Tories will slash 
from the allowance an 
asylum seeker with 
a child will get. They 
will have to live on just 
£73.90 a week

 40  percent of asylum 
seekers cannot afford 
food for their children 
already

 88 percent of asylum  
   seekers cannot   
                 afford to buy clothes 

Philip Hammond 

The M20 motorway was turned into a lorry park 

Weyman Bennet in Calais 

WHAT WE THINK

CAPITALISM DOESN’T CARE
THE CARE Quality 

Commission (CQC) 
watchdog is receiving more 

than 150 allegations of abuse in 
adult care services every day, a 
new report has found.

Testimonies from CQC 
inspectors include harrowing 
reports of people being left in 
beds for hours after waking up. 

When inspectors left, one 
patient was heard shouting “Help 
me please” from their room. 

The right wing press has tried 
to pin the blame on workers—but 

the report makes it clear that the 
system is failing.  

CQC social care chief Andrea 
Sutcliffe said that social care was 
under “stress and strain”, partly 
due to more people using it. But 
she also explained that the funding 
had a big impact on quality. 

Council bosses themselves 
admit that they have slashed  
£4.6 billion from social care in the 
last five years—and now the Tories 
are coming for even more.

But the problem is bigger. The 
nature of the job with its huge 

workloads, lack of support, long 
hours and low pay crushes people 
who want to care.

Capitalism’s relentless drive 
for profit turns everything into a 
commodity—including our ability 
to work. 

It relies on us to keep the 
profits flowing—then discards us 
when we’re no longer useful to it. 

This devalues social care—and 
doesn’t allow workers to care 
properly.  To stop such abuses, we 
need a society that puts people 
before profit. 

WHAT WE THINK

A THREAT TO MIGRANTS 
IS A THREAT TO US ALL

W
HEN THE Tories say 
they want to charge 
people not born in 
Britain for NHS care 
we know this can be 

the first step towards bringing in 
charging everyone. 

If they can push though limits 
on migrants’ access to the welfare 
state then it sets a precedent for 
the future. 

Now the Tories’ latest attacks 
prove these predictions are the 
reality.

David Cameron wants to ban 
European Union (EU) citizens 
from receiving in-work benefits 
for four years. 

The Tories want to whip up fear 
and hatred of migrants and asylum 
seekers so they can divert the 
blame for shrinking services.

It is part of Cameron’s agenda 
to prove how tough he is on 
immigration. 

He also wants to persuade 
Tories to vote to stay in the EU in 
the coming referendum. 

To do this he wants to show 
that he has won the right to attack 
EU workers’ rights.

Such a policy is rightly deemed 
discriminatory by the EU. 

But the Tories have proposed 
a new idea in an attempt to 

prove they are not just going to 
discriminate against EU citizens.

Now they are proposing that 
everyone has to show four years’ 
residency in Britain to be entitled 
to in-work benefits such as tax 
credits.

For people born in Britain this 
will not start until someone is 18 
years old. 

So tens of thousands of working 
young people between 18 and 22 
could be denied benefits simply so 
that Cameron can drive through 
his anti-migrant policy.  

That’s why we need to oppose 
every attack, every cut in services 
and every racist rant against 
migrants.

Politicians say they need more 

identity checks and fences to 
repress refugees fleeing wars the 
West created.

We know these will soon be 
used against anyone who resists.

Every attack on migrants is an 
attack on us all.

If the Tories can divide us 
and push back the rights of one 
section of the working class, 
they will be better able to attack 
everyone. 

The NHS should be for 
everyone who needs healthcare. 
The welfare state should be there 
for everyone who needs support. 

No one should be homeless or 
hungry in Britain today.

Tories whine, “We can’t afford 
to provide for everyone”.

But that’s a lie.
Britain is one of the richest 

countries in the world. 
If we taxed the rich, stopped 

wasting billions on war and 
weapons then no one, wherever 
they were born, would have to go 
without.

 That’s why there can be no 
division between the struggles 
against austerity and against 
racism.

Working class unity is not just 
a principled position—it’s the 
source of our strength.

There can be no 
division between 
the struggles 
against austerity 
and racism

‘‘ 

If you liked this issue of Socialist 
Worker, why not subscribe? 

You’ll receive 20 pages of news, 
analysis and political debate every  
week for just £5 a month

For more details phone
020 7819 1171 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk
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 GREEK WORKERS RESIST

AND         TO OSBORNE

by DAVE SEWELL in Athens

CELEBRATIONS TOOK place in Syntagma Square in front of the Greek parliament and around the surrounding streets long into the night last Sunday.In a referendum watched by the world, voters gave a resounding no to a new austerity deal proposed by the European Union and Interna-tional Monetary Fund (see page 4).Lawyer Tonia told Socialist Worker, “Today all of Greece is cel-ebrating because democracy is cele-brating in the place that it was born.”

Unemployed Theodosis said, “We’ve made it to the finals for the European championship of class war.”
People cheered and sang the songs of the revolt against Greece’s dictatorship, along with revolutionary song The Internationale.

Teacher Sofia had been  counting ballots at a polling sta-tion mainly used by police officers. She told Socialist Worker, “The Yes votes just kept coming
>>continued on page 3

‘IT’S TIME to take everything back—all the things they cut in the last five years’Artemis, Athens student
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AFTERSHOCK
IN GAZA TORIES’ WARON MUSLIMS

Award-winning Palestinian journalist Mohammed Omer  interviewed >>Pages 10&11
Why Theresa May’s clampdown will not prevent terror attacks in Britain >>Page 17

FIVE-DAY POLITICAL FESTIVAL

www.marxismfestival.org.uk #M2015   @MarxismFestival

OPENS THIS THURSDAY

£1  |  No 2461  |  11 July 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  

 DEFY
 TORY
 RULE

CAMERON GOES ON RAMPAGE AGAINST WORKERS AND POOR 

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ WHY LABOUR LOST

ANALYSIS, LEFT RESULTS, AND WHERE NEXT >>Pages 3,4,5 and 6 �PLUS
Did press win 
it for Tories?
>>Pages 10&11

£1  |  No 2453  |  16 May 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  
GREECE 
Workers move to stop Syriza backsliding 

THE GREEK government, led by the radical left Syriza party, is backsliding under pressure from the European Union and International Monetary Fund.But workers at the formerly state-owned Hellenic Petroleum refinery walked out on Saturday. And the Piraeus dockers struck on Thursday of last week. 
>>Page 8

RACISM

Backlash over Birmingham 'takeover plot'
A WAVE of Islamophobic panic has followed claims that “Islamists” are plotting to take over Birmingham schools.And hated schools inspectorate Ofsted has allegedly told some of the schools they will be failed for “not teaching counter-terrorism”.>>Page 3

ANTI-FASCISM
Mass rally takes on Nazis in 
Walthamstow
UP TO 1,000 people rallied in Walthamstow, north east London, against the racist English Defence League (EDL) last Saturday. Fewer than 100 Nazis joined the EDL national demo. But a massive police operation allowed them to march.>>Page 7

SATURDAY20 JUNE
CENTRAL LONDON�For transport and details go to www.thepeoplesassembly.org.uk
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CAPITALISM DOESN’T CARE
THE CARE Quality 

Commission (CQC) 
watchdog is receiving more 

than 150 allegations of abuse in 
adult care services every day, a 
new report has found.

Testimonies from CQC 
inspectors include harrowing 
reports of people being left in 
beds for hours after waking up. 

When inspectors left, one 
patient was heard shouting “Help 
me please” from their room. 

The right wing press has tried 
to pin the blame on workers—but 

the report makes it clear that the 
system is failing.  

CQC social care chief Andrea 
Sutcliffe said that social care was 
under “stress and strain”, partly 
due to more people using it. But 
she also explained that the funding 
had a big impact on quality. 

Council bosses themselves 
admit that they have slashed  
£4.6 billion from social care in the 
last five years—and now the Tories 
are coming for even more.

But the problem is bigger. The 
nature of the job with its huge 

workloads, lack of support, long 
hours and low pay crushes people 
who want to care.

Capitalism’s relentless drive 
for profit turns everything into a 
commodity—including our ability 
to work. 

It relies on us to keep the 
profits flowing—then discards us 
when we’re no longer useful to it. 

This devalues social care—and 
doesn’t allow workers to care 
properly.  To stop such abuses, we 
need a society that puts people 
before profit. 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

What will happen if 
Corbyn does win?
THE UNCOMPREHENDING rage of the Labour right as it 
sinks in that Jeremy Corbyn may well win the leadership 
is a delight to behold. The Blairites in particular deeply 
resented Ed Miliband snatching away the party that they 
regard as rightfully theirs in 2010. 

Surely, they thought, after Miliband’s defeat in May, they 
would come into their inheritance. Instead, Corbyn—a “hard 
left” MP they despised and ignored—is triumphantly touring 
the country addressing vast and enthusiastic audiences.

The right’s fury comes over in a particularly ridiculous 
anti-Marxist diatribe by Jonathan Jones in last Saturday’s 
Guardian newspaper, “as a socialist student in the 1980s I’d 
absorbed the notion that the USSR was a ‘state capitalist’ 
system that never achieved true socialism. 

“That illusion crumbled when I queued for gruel ladelled 
out from huge tubs at Moscow airport and bought a drink at 
a shop where there were separate tills for each of the small 
range of commodities. I was seeing pure socialism.”

Eh? Come again? I’ve studied Marx’s writings quite 
closely. Where does he say that “pure socialism” requires 
gruel and separate tills for different products? What has this 
to do with his vision of communist society, governed by the 
principle, “From each according to their abilities, to each 
according to their needs”? Reject Marxism if you like, but 
don’t let your unconscious write your articles for you.

Elsewhere last Saturday’s Guardian newspaper (audibly 
grinding its teeth) carries a friendly interview with Corbyn 
that summarises his own explanation for his success, “a 
wider global surge from the left that has seen momentum 
grow for the socialist Vermont senator Bernie Sanders’s US 
presidential bid, Syriza’s success in Greece and the rapid 
growth in support for Podemos in Spain”.

I think this is entirely right. What we are seeing is that 
England isn’t immune from the great surge of radicalisation 
produced by nearly a decade of economic crisis—what 
the Marxist blogger Michael Roberts calls the “long 
depression”—and austerity.

Blairites
But I think we have to do more than enjoy the ride (and the 
Blairites’ dismay). Corbyn is doing well enough for us to start 
asking what happens if he wins. 

His victory would be a great democratic success. But we 
shouldn’t kid ourselves that the Labour Party is a democratic 
organisation. It has two great oligarchic centres of power—
the Parliamentary Labour Party (PLP) and the trade union 
bureaucracy.

It’s worth looking at what happened to George Lansbury, 
when he became leader of the Labour Party after the terrible 
defeat of 1931. Lansbury was a hero of the left, leader of the 
struggle by the east London borough of Poplar against the 
1920s version of austerity. The historian AJP Taylor called 
him “the most lovable figure in modern politics”.

But Lansbury became leader by default. Every other 
Labour cabinet minister had either lost their seat or defected 
to the Tories. When he started to assert his Christian 
pacifism in foreign policy the trade union leaders—in the 
shape of TUC general secretary Walter Citrine and transport 
workers’ leader Ernest Bevin—turned on him brutally. 

After being humiliated by Bevin at the 1935 party 
conference, Lansbury resigned.

The configuration of forces this time is different. Corbyn is 
winning, not by default, but borne forward by a tidal wave of 
enthusiasm. 

And most trade union leaders are backing him. This in 
itself is interesting. I suspect it reflects profound impatience 
with the refusal of the parliamentary Labour leadership to 
fight for working people.

So if Corbyn does win, he will have powerful support. But 
he will face an overwhelmingly hostile PLP, and a Shadow 
Cabinet many of whose members have ruled out serving 
under him. And of course the media and the Tories would be 
on the alert to seize on any slip or split.

No doubt Corbyn understands this very well. But the 
crucial question is what conclusions he draws. If he tries to 
conciliate the right, as Michael Foot did when Labour leader 
in 1980-3, he’ll dig his own grave. 

It’s the extra-parliamentary movement that has grown up 
around him that will remain his source of strength.

Closure of children’s charity 
highlights lack of social care  
by JUDITH ORR

YOUNG PEOPLE and fami-
lies supported by children’s 
charity Kids Company pro-
tested in the street at the 
news that it had been shut 
down.

Several hundred families 
marched alongside former 
Kids Company staff  to 
Downing Street on Friday of 
last week. 

They carried home-made 
banners and placards with 
slogans such as “Bail out the 
kids”, and “Children’s lives 
matter”. 

One young child said his 
family “would be living in the 
streets” without the charity. 

Another told the BBC he 
needed it because it provided 
food. 

The charity said it had 
36,000 children on its books.

The charity’s founder, 
Camila Batmanghelidjh, 
stood down last month. 

Condition
This was a condition for  
continuing government fund-
ing—but its doors closed 
despite a payment of £3 mil-
lion of public money.

Batmanghelidjh claims the 
charity was allowed to go 
down because she became 
“outspoken”. 

She criticised state provi-
sion for young people and 
claimed she knew of child 
sexual abuse by leading 
politicians. 

It is not clear whether she 
reported this abuse to the 
authorities. 

Kids Company had celeb-
rity backers and was lauded 
by both Tony Blair and David 
Cameron whose governments 
funded it with millions of 
pounds. 

Tony Staunton, a child 

protection social worker told 
Socialist Worker, “Why give a 
charity millions of pounds of 
public money when children’s 
social care is falling apart?”

The scale of local council 
budget cuts can mean more 
people rely on charities.

Bu t  many  o f  these 
organisations also rely on  
official funding which is 
being slashed. 

Tony pointed to the 

problems of relying on 
unaccountable charities for 
services. 

This can been seen in the 
way Kids Company’s ide-
ology sometimes reflected 
the “Victorian values” main-
stream politicians promote.

Tony said this “fed the idea 
that young people who were 
vulnerable were dangerous 
and pushed a deterministic 
brand of ideology about the 
poor”.

Brains
Batmanghelidjh has argued 
that children’s brains were 
changed by neglect and 
violence. 

In 2009 the Advertising 
Standards Authority (ASA) 
demanded Kids Company 
withdraw two adverts fea-
turing majority young black 

people. One included images 
of brains of different sizes. 

The ASA stated that this 
“focused on a negative image 
of black teenagers that was 
likely to reinforce negative 
stereotypes and was there-
fore racist”. 

But inequality cannot be 
explained by biology. 

As Tony pointed out, “What 
we have to keep coming back 
to is the fact that one third of 
children live in poverty.”

They are suffering the 
sharp end of the Tory attacks. 
They deserve the right to a 
decent life—they shouldn’t 
have to depend on charity to 
survive.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

KIDS COMPANY supporters protest last week (above) 
Camila Batmanghelidjh (left)             Top picTure: Guy Smallman

Most Rotherham abuse suspects are white
A NEW report into child 
sexual exploitation (CSE) 
in Rotherham, South 
Yorkshire shows that 
more than two thirds of 
offenders and suspects in 
the last two years were 
white.

This research by 
Rotherham Safeguarding 
Children’s Board comes 
almost a year after an 
inquiry commissioned by 
the council headed up by 
a professor, Alexis Jay, 
reported. 

In her report Jay found 
evidence that at least 
1,400 children suffered 
CSE and that “the majority 

of the perpetrators were 
described as ‘Asian’ by 
victims”. 

Yet this gives the 
misleading impression 
that hundreds of victims 

identified their abuser as 
Asian in Jay’s report.

Jay’s figure was an 
estimate based on a list of 
988 children “known to 
children’s social care or 

the police”. The Jay report 
looked at 66 case files in 
total. 

So it said in “a large 
number” not “a majority” 
of the 66 cases, most 
perpetrators were from 
ethnic minorities.

The latest report states 
that 68 percent of suspects 
were white and 24 percent 
Asian.

A week earlier the 
charity Barnardos was 
given £3 million of 
mainly public money to 
support victims of child 
sexual abuse and look 
into measures to protect 
vulnerable young people.

Rotherham, South Yorkshire
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Right wing 
attacks add 
to Corbyn’s 
momentum 
Jeremy Corbyn spoke to Judith Orr 
at one of the many rallies in his  
bid to become Labour Party leader 

THE SURGE in support for 
Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour lead-
ership bid has seen thousands 
attend meetings.

The media and the Labour Party 
establishment are desperate to 
derail the campaign. 

Tony Blair’s spin doctor Alistair 
Campbell is the latest to join in. He 
urged people to join to vote “ABC—
Anyone But Corbyn”.

They’re hoping to undermine the 
result if he wins on 12 September.

They have accused the far left 
of “entryism”—joining a party they 
don’t agree with to gain influence. 

But this is an attempt to dis-
miss the numbers of people joining 
Labour to take part in the election. 

Up to 190,000 people have 
joined Labour or registered as sup-
porters since the May general elec-
tion. Most have joined since Corbyn 
declared his candidacy.

The popularity of Corbyn’s  
anti-austerity message goes against 
all of his opponents’ assumptions. 

Jeremy Corbyn spoke to Socialist 
Worker after several days of huge 
meetings in different towns and 
cities.

“It’s like there’s been a fizzy drink 
in a bottle and we have taken the 
cork out,” he said, “And that fizzy 
drink is one of optimism, it’s one of 
hope.

Justice
“It’s about an egalitarian sort of 
society, it’s about social justice and 
it’s about peace.”

Every report (see right) points 
to the unexpected enthusiasm gen-
erated by the leadership 
election.

Corbyn himself is no 
less surprised. 

“It’s been incredible,” 
he said.  

“We had about 2,000 
people in Leeds and over 
the weekend another 
2,000 turned out 
at different 
rallies in 
Yorkshire. 
It’s been a 

fantastic atmosphere.”
Corbyn says he will not respond 

to the red baiting attacks that he is 
facing from the press and right wing 
commentators. 

Serious
“We are not answering any personal 
attacks or abuse. We don’t do per-
sonal we don’t do abuse. I’m not 
interested. This is too serious.” 

Corbyn has shifted from seeing 
his campaign as just an opportu-
nity to open a debate in the Labour 
Party. 

If the latest polls, which put him 
at 53 percent, are accurate it is now 
about the possibility of winning.

The right claims he wants to 
“turn the clock back” to “outdated” 
policies, such as nationalisation. 

But for many young people 
coming in to politics it is refreshing 
to hear someone argue that services 
should not be run for profit. 

Corbyn said, “I think people basi-
cally want to live with real secu-

rity in their lives. To get real 
security means having good 
health care, good social ser-
vices and properly funded 
local government.”

To the critics who say he’s 
unelectable, he said what he’s 

offering is “not complicated, 
it’s not that extreme. 

“We are just 
proposing some-
t h i n g  a  b i t 
better.” 

BACK STORY
Thousands have come to rallies 
supporting Jeremy Corbyn
lThe Labour right is making 
increasingly desperate attacks 
on Corbyn
lHis campaign is acting as a 
focus for anger against austerity
lIt has attracted young people 
and people new to politics
lUp to 190,000 have joined 
Labour or signed up as 
supporters since May JEREMY CORBYN meets supporters outside the rally in Leeds  Picture: BoB Peters/Flickr

Mass rallies act as focus for anger—
turn it into resistance to the Tories 
by NICK CLARK

JEREMY CORBYN’S campaign 
showed no signs of losing 
momentum as thousands turned 
out to his election rallies across 
Britain last week.

Around 2,000 people filled 
the conference hall in Leeds last 
Saturday. 

That morning, another 450 
people came to a meeting 
organised by the Aslef train 
drivers’ union in Doncaster. 

Trevor Jones, who was at the 
meeting, said, “It had a bit of a 
feeling of the Scottish referendum 
about it.

Bunkum 
“People want to hear something 
that’s different from the bunkum 
that they’re used to hearing.”

A thousand people attended an 
outdoor rally at a cricket ground 
in Bradford last Friday—which 
had been relocated as the original 
indoor venue was far too small.

Many of those going to Corbyn 
meetings said he represents a 
challenge to austerity—and a 
refreshing change to mainstream 
politics. Several hundred people 

turned out to see Corbyn speak 
at a Kurdish community centre 
in Haringey, north London, last 
Sunday.

Health worker Ciara told 
Socialist Worker the rally was her 
first political meeting.

She said, “I joined Labour to 
vote for Jeremy. Labour hasn’t 
really attracted young people like 
me. It didn’t inspire people to get 
involved in politics.

“But now Jeremy is willing to 
stand up for what he believes in it 
gives people hope.”

And Michelle told Socialist 
Worker, “I have always been 
Labour. 

“But recently I have voted Green 
as I haven’t seen much difference 
between the Conservatives and 
Labour.

“Now Jeremy Corbyn is the only 
person I have seen who is really 
standing up against austerity. 
Everyone else want to make the 
economy recover by attacking the 
poorest.”

On Thursday of last week 
another 1,000 people went to a 
Corbyn meeting in Norwich, where 
there was an impromptu street 
meeting for the extra 100 people 
who couldn’t get in.

The size of the meetings shows 
the potential that exists to build a 
mass movement against austerity.

Lightning 
Activist Andy Bremmer, who was 
at the Leeds rally, told Socialist 
Worker, “We knew there was 
going to be a lightning rod for the 
movement.

“But no one expected it to be the 
Labour Party.

“Most people are just 
gobsmacked that Corbyn’s 
campaign has been as successful 
is it has. So people are thinking on 
their feet. It’s just ‘Let’s get Corbyn 
elected’.”

That potential can’t be allowed 
to simply dissipate inside the 
Labour Party. But we can argue 
to turn it towards the TUC demo 
outside the Tory Party conference 
on 4 October.

Ciara said, “It’s wonderful to see 
so many getting involved in the 
left like they are in other parts of 
Europe.”
Thanks to Neil Terry, Trevor Jones 
and Tim Knight-Hughes 

Got a story?
Email ideas to  
reports@socialistworker.co.ukFormer Blairite spin doctor Alistair Campbell
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IN BRIEF
Puerto Rico is 
being punished
LOAN SHARKS who lent to 
Puerto Rico’s government are 
demanding massive austerity 
after it defaulted on a payment 
for the first time last week.

Many ordinary Puerto Ricans 
could also lose out as saving 
and pension funds are hit.

The territory is governed by 
the US and uses the dollar as 
its currency. Like the weaker 
eurozone economies it has no 
control over its currency.

It can’t apply for bankruptcy 
to international bodies as it is 
not a sovereign country. But nor 
can it apply to the US as it is 
not a state. 

Right wingers are blocking a 
proposed US law to change this. 

Side by side with 
Egypt’s tyrant
EGYPT’S PRESIDENT Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi presided over 
the opening of an expansion to 
the Suez Canal in full military 
regalia. 

World leaders attended the 
ceremony. 

These included French 
president Francois Hollande, 
Greek prime minister and 
Syriza leader Alexis Tsipras and 
Britain’s Tory defence secretary 
Michael Fallon. 

The regime’s repression and 
execution of opposition figures 
were ignored as Fallon declared 
Britain’s “solidarity” with Egypt. 

“Britain is determined to 
stand shoulder to shoulder 
with Egypt” in the fight against 
terror, he said.
David Cameron has invited el-Sisi 
to visit Britain, for news of protests 
go to egyptsolidarityinitiative.org

Syrian protest 
calls for justice 

MORE THAN 1,000 people took 
part in a demonstration in the 
regime-held city of Lattakia in 
Syria last Saturday.

They held a sit-in on a 
roundabout demanding that 
Sulaiman al-Assad, a relative 
of the president, is brought to 
justice for murder.

Protesters say he shot a 
colonel in front of his family and 
thinks no one will touch him.
syriafreedomforever.wordpress.com

PALESTINE

Father dies from arson burns
SAAD DAWABSHE died in hospital 
last Saturday. He was the father of 
18-month-old Ali who was killed 
in an arson attack by two Israeli 
settlers on his home in the West 
Bank last month.

He suffered second degree burns 
to 80 percent of his body. Saad’s 
wife Reham and their four-year-old 
son Ahmad are still in hospital.

Israel has sent extra soldiers to 
the West Bank to clamp down on 
protests following the murders.

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
Mahmood Allaan entered the 52nd 
day of his hunger strike and is in a 
critical condition. He has been held 
prisoner by Israel without charge 
since November.

US cops shoot black man 
at Ferguson  anniversary
by ANNETTE MACKIN

A STATE of emergency has been 
declared in Ferguson, Missouri, 
after cops shot a young black 
man during a protest to mark the 
anniversary of the police killing 
of Michael Brown.

As Socialist Worker went to press 
Tyrone Harris was said to be in a 
“critical, unstable” condition after 
being shot last Sunday night.

Tyrone is an 18-year-old gradu-
ate of Normandy high school which 
Michael also attended. His father 
said the two had been close.

Demonstrations had taken place 
throughout the day to mark one 
year since unarmed black teenager 
Michael was gunned down by police.

Hundreds marched and stood 
silent for four and a half minutes 
at the spot where he was killed, 
representing the number of hours 
that his body lay in the street 
unattended.

Exchange
Police allege they opened fire on 
Sunday night after an exchange 
of gun shots between two groups. 
Four plain clothes detectives have 
since been placed on administra-
tive leave. Tyrone has been charged 
with assault.

After the shooting, riot police 
quickly moved to crack down on 
protesters they had been watching 
all day.  

Cops fired a barrage of gas and 
smoke grenades. Officers wearing 
body armour were backed by mili-
tary-style armoured vehicles.

Witnesses say a young woman 
identified as the partner of Tyrone 
was being comforted by friends 
when police aggressively tried to 
disperse them. 

They say representatives from 
local church groups begged officers 

to leave her alone.
Footage has emerged of Tyrone 

lying bleeding and handcuffed on 
the road beside police. The video was 
recorded by Tony Rice, a Ferguson-
based protester and activist, who 
said he was arrested after filming 
the scene for refusing to move back. 
He has since been released.

Ferguson erupted in fury after 
Michael was shot last summer. Yet 
it is clear that police brutality and 
racism in the US is intensifying.

A little over halfway through 

2015 and 700 police killings of 
people have already been recorded 
according to The Counted, a project 
by the Guardian US website. 

It’s estimated that 4.28 black 
people of every million are killed 
by police and 1 out of every 6 vic-
tims are unarmed. Last year US 
cops killed 1,106 people.

Ferguson cop Darren Wilson was 
cleared of criminal wrongdoing last 
November by a state grand jury 
and the US Department of Justice 
declined to prosecute him for civil 

rights violations. 
Michael’s family is suing Wilson 

and the city, alleging they caused 
the wrongful death of their son. 

His father Michael Brown Snr 
thanked supporters last weekend 
before the march for not allowing 
what happened to his son to be 
“swept under the carpet”.

 

On other pages...
Deaths in custody in Britain 
>>Page 19

PROTESTERS IN Ferguson confronted police on the anniversary of the shooting of Michael Brown

GREECE

Institutions want more
GREECE’S GOVERNMENT and 
its international creditors were 
in talks over a third bailout 
agreement as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Several European Union 
bodies and the International 
Monetary Fund are set to lend 
Greece money so that it can keep 
paying it back to them.

The Greek parliament has 
already agreed to a raft of cuts, 
privatisations and austerity 
reforms to get agreement for the 
bailout. But the institutions are 
demanding more before they 
seal the deal.

Parliament could be recalled 
as early as this week to agree 

to new measures. Greece is 
due another payment to the 
European Central Bank it can’t 
meet without the bailout.

The bailout is pitched as a way 
of helping Greece. But the debts 
were run up by bankers—and 
austerity is causing immense 
hardship.

In their debates with each 
other the creditors have been 
more honest about their motives.

Senior German Tory Ralph 
Brinkhaus said, “The more 
money is handed out in one 
stroke, the less leverage one has 
to stop payments if the reform 
process in Greece does not pan 
out as planned.” Israel sent in more troops 

Demo says arrest Sulaiman al-Assad 
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Corbyn first, 
strikes later
WE NEED all-out strikes.  

But let’s hang on 
and get Jeremy Corbyn 
elected. We will have 
more power then.

Brenda Poole
on Facebook

Capitalism 
can’t last
CAPITALISM IS certainly 
on its last legs. 

An economic system 
based solely on constant 
and sustained growth 
through unlimited 
resource extraction, 
on a planet of limited 
resources, is obviously 
doomed to fail. 

A transition to a 
resource based economy 
is the only logical 
solution.

Daniel Western
on Facebook

Wave goodbye 
to the hype
KONDRATIEFF’S waves 
are real (Socialist 
Worker, 8 August). I 
teach them at York 
University.

But some of the hype, 
such as the argument 
that they stabilise 
capitalism, is rubbish. 

They are just another 
element of the instability 
that is the capitalist 
system.

Jon Fanning
York

Say ‘people’—
not ‘migrants’
STOP USING the term 
“migrants”.

They are human 
beings, or people if you 
like.

Frank Payne
Galway, Ireland

We’ve always 
fought racism
GREAT FRONT page last 
week! 

Reminds me of a front 
page in 1976—“They’re 
welcome here”.

It was in response to 
a migration scare and 
the rise of the fascist 
National Front.

Bill Geddes
on Facebook

Paper makes 
me proud 
BRILLIANT FRONT page.

I’m proud to have 
been a member of the 
Socialist Workers Party 
before I moved.

Tony Horne
Mandurah, Australia

Calais migrant crisis—why 
should we open the border?
lFAR MORE migrants head for 
Germany and Sweden. They dealt 
with nearly half of all asylum 
applications into the European 
Union (EU) last year. The migrants 
at Calais are a tiny fraction of the 
overall number—probably no 
more than 3,000 out of a total of 
well over 175,000 who have 
entered the EU so far this year.

France handles roughly double 
the amount of asylum requests 
than Britain. Last year, France 
received 62,735 applications, 
compared to Britain’s 31,745.

Mary McCusker
Barrhead

lPEOPLE LEAVE their homes and 
risk their lives when they’re 
desperate. Britain helped create 
the murderous mess that is Middle 
Eastern politics at the moment. 

Scaremongering that the whole 
world will flock here just plays 
into the current media 
xenophobia. I would rather have 
migrants than any of the wealthy 
right wingers demonising them. 

As far as I’m concerned—and 
I’m not alone—they’re very 
welcome here!

Steve Campbell
Lyme Regis

lIT’S RIDICULOUS to say “we can 
take many more migrants” 
(Socialist Worker, 8 August). Tell 
that to people on NHS waiting lists 
or parents who can’t get their 
children in the schools they want. 

I have the utmost sympathy for 
people fleeing countries for a  
better life. But I want my tax 

contributions to go towards 
people and services in Britain not 
asylum seekers. 

It’s easy for people who don’t 
pay into in the tax system to spend 
regardless.

Michael Wray
Preston

lLET THE migrants in!
Its up to us already here to fight 

the Tories. 
We should fight to make all our 

lives better—not blame other poor 
people for crimes of the rich.

Angela McCormick
Glasgow

lNOT ENOUGH jobs and 
resources seems like a perfectly 
good reason to restrict 
immigration. 

Why have we got a housing 
crisis where this generation is 

priced out? What about our 
children and grandchildren?
WE NEED to prioritise. I’m not 
saying it’s an easy choice. It is 
quite harsh, but that is reality.

Martin Flowers
Rugby

lSOCIALIST WORKER ignores the 
fact that people are supposed to 
seek refuge in the closest safe 
country. We could set up a 
network with other countries to 
take a share of migrants.

Tracy
on Facebook

lOVERCROWDED classrooms and 
problems in the NHS aren’t caused 
by migrants. They’re caused by 
underfunding by the government.

The overwhelming majority of 
migrants gain employment as 
soon as is possible. As soon as 
they do this they are contributing 
to our tax system. 

Actually as soon as they buy 
products and services they are 
paying tax through VAT.

If you want to get angry, look at 
how the rich use London housing 
as an investment, causing a 
temporary bubble.

Or the money being laundered 
through expensive housing. Or tax 
avoidance by the rich corporations.

The issue really isn’t with other 
poor people, especially when you 
consider the amount of financial 
aid businesses get from 
government—from your tax 
contributions.

Thomas Street
Walsall

PKK aren’t 
separatist
IT WAS mistaken to refer to 
the Kurdish PKK party as 
“separatist” (Socialist 
Worker, 1 August). 

The PKK has long 
abandoned the objective of 
a separate Kurdish state.

It seeks to make peace 
with the Turkish state to 
agree to democratisation.

Inevitably, this project 
relies to some extent on US 
strategic interest. But the 
US defends the borders that 
divide the Kurds.

Revolutionary, political, 
community and class 
struggles are needed to 
win.

Paul Burnham
North London

What now in 
Greece? 
THE GREEK anti-austerity 
movement can only be 
rebuilt by combining 
renewed militancy with the 
socialist case for leaving the 
euro.

We say nationalise the 
banks under workers’ 
control. But what does it 
really mean? 

Do the banking unions 
agree? Are bank workers 
involved in the debate? 
Shouldn’t bank users be 
included?

What about the ship 
owners? They avoid taxes 
by sailing from foreign 
ports under foreign flags.

 Large land holdings are 
not properly taxed. Why is 
the largest land owner, the 
Orthodox Church, exempt 
from tax while the state 
pays priests’ salaries?

  John Rose and George Paizis 
East London

No need to 
sign up
SOCIALISTS should always 
defend Jeremy Corbyn 
against the right.

But I disagree with Chris 
Heggie when he says we 
have to sign up as Labour 
supporters to do that 
(Letters, 8 August). 

There are already calls 
for supporters to carry on 
campaigning inside Labour 
even after the leadership 
election.

The only way workers 
will change things is not 
through parliament, but 
through the struggles of 
working class people.

Blythe Taylor
Stoke-on-Trent

Just a 
thought...
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Last week’s front page provoked debate
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CHILDCARENO SAFE
HAVEN

DESPERATE REFUGEES FLEE CONFLICTS ACROSS THE GLOBE---ONLY TO BE TURNED AWAY...

by KEN OLENDE and DAVE SEWELL

A SERIES of bloody conflicts right across 
the world lie at the roots of the current 
refugee crisis.

There’s nothing wrong with people moving 
in search of a better life—for whatever 
reason. But as desperate refugees risk their 
lives at Britain’s border, many politicians and 
commentators have devoted themselves to 
accusing them of faking it. 

The racists claim “real” refugees would stay 
in the first country they came to. In reality 
few refugees come even as far as Europe and 
those who do find little welcome.

But the Tories use this mean-spirited 
argument to deny a safe haven to people 
who have travelled thousands of miles to 
find one—and who have nowhere else to go.

Sudan and 
South Sudan
Torn apart by 
resource wars
Britain conquered Sudan in the 
1890s and it remained in the 
British Empire until 1956. 

Sudan is ten times the size 
of Britain with a population of 
about 37 million. Four million 
people have been internally 
displaced by repression and 
war.

The dictatorship of Omar 
al-Bashir which has ruled 
since 1989 has been rocked 
by repeated waves of protests 
in recent years. Sudan has a 

history of popular uprisings, 
and people have overthrown 
dictators in 1964 and 1985.

The discovery of oil has 
led to a renewed interest 
by imperial powers—and 
particularly China and the US.

It has expanded existing 
tensions and led to civil war, 
sometimes fought in Darfur to 
the west.

After years of civil war, 
the south broke away to form 
South Sudan in 2011, taking 
most of the oil producing 
areas. Disputes over 
control of the oil have 
returned the two 
countries 
to 
war.

Eritrea
Ruled by regime 
of military terror
Eritrea is one of the most 
militarised societies in the world. 
Thousands of Eritreans flee each 
year mainly to avoid compulsory 
extended military service.

The state was colonised by 
Italy in the late 19th century. 
The British governed it after the 
Second World War until it was 
annexed by Ethiopia.

The US supported Ethiopia’s 
annexation of Eritrea because its 
ruler at the time was a US ally.

But through the Cold War 
the US cynically supported the 
EPLF Eritrean rebels against the 

Ethiopians who were allied with 
Russia. 

President Isaias Afewerki was 
the leader of the EPLF which 
led a liberation war against 
Ethiopia. He has been president 
since independence in 1993. He 
introduced compulsory military 
service in 1995. 

The regime became 
increasingly authoritarian.

Everyone under the age of 50 
is enlisted in the military for an 
open ended period, usually of 
several years. At any time about 
5 percent of Eritreans live in 
barracks in the desert. 

There are no official figures, 
but people interviewed for a 
recent survey for South Bank 
University had each spent more 
than six and a half years in the 

military. Some serve twice that 
time.

No one can go to university or 
be formally employed until they 
have completed national service.

This vast conscript army is 
mostly used for labouring—such 
as road building. Other functions 
include working as teachers.

“The government has held 
the youth hostage,” one former 
conscript told the survey. “You 
cannot reconstruct a country on 
forced labour.” 

Others said “cruel and 
corrupt” camp commanders 
“demand sexual favours” and 
threaten to kill conscripts who 
do not follow orders.

Despite having a population of 
just 6.5 million, Eritrea produces 
around 2,000 refugees a month. 
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Why don’t 
they stay 
in Europe?

 ONLY A minority of the 
world’s refugees come 
to Europe. And Britain 
takes in a shamefully 

miniscule proportion of these.
But those who don’t want 

any refugees in Britain ask why 
they can’t just stay in France.

It’s true that European Union 
(EU) member states are more 
stable than the places refugees 
are fleeing—or even transit 
countries such as Libya or Iran.

But that doesn’t mean they 
provide safe haven. Instead 
border blockages and diplomatic 
rows are breaking out inside the 
EU as states scramble to push 
refugees out—or push them on.

The EU’s Dublin Convention 
says refugees must seek asylum 
in the first EU country they 
enter. Other states use this as an 
excuse to turn them back.

Dublin rules only came into 
force in 1997. They provide 
Britain’s justification for the 
horror of Calais. And the same 
happens elsewhere.

In south eastern France, 
cops drive refugees back to the 
Italian town of Ventimiglia. 
Dozens of migrants camp on the 
rocks either side of the border.

Around 200 held a protest 
in June, with signs saying “we 
need to pass”. This blockage is 
despite Italy and France being 
part of the Schengen Agreement 
of open borders between some 
EU states.

At the same time states try 
to drive refugees to move on by 
making the asylum process as 
difficult as possible.  

A rejection in one EU country 
would almost certainly rule 

out asylum in any others. And 
few EU states offer housing to 
asylum seekers while they wait 
to find out.

In Paris groups of mainly 
African migrants have had 
to defy police violence and 
attempts to split them up. 

Hundreds are now occupying 
an abandoned college—but 
many are sleeping rough.

 THE POST-IT note held by 
one migrant arrested in 
June shocked France.

Handwritten, but with 
the official stamp of the Calais 
immigration service, it said, 
“This man has an appointment 
with the asylum service. Please 
authorise him, for a short time, 
to sleep outdoors where he 
wants. Thanks!”

 Many African refugees 
in Calais came across the 

Mediterranean then through 
Italy. Fascist groups in some 
towns have led violent 
“protests” to drive them 
out—backed up by right wing 
politicians.

Afghans and Syrians also face 
hardship on the “Balkan route” 
through Greece and Hungary.

Around 600 Afghans are stuck 
in Athens’ Areos Park.

Anti-racists demand that 
abandoned hotels be re-opened 
to house them. But the 
authorities have provided just 
four chemical toilets—creating 
dire conditions and an outbreak 
of gastroenteritis. 

 WITH EU funding, 9,000 
Hungarian soldiers are 
building a 13 foot razor 
wire fence along the 

110 mile border with Serbia. 
They began two weeks ago 

and hope to finish by the end of 
August. 

Officials in the capital 
Budapest encourage migrants 
to hurry on deeper into Europe, 
while border town Asotthalom 
has hired armed “rangers” to 
hunt them down and send them 
back to Serbia.

Government posters say, 
“If you come to Hungary, you 
cannot take Hungarians’ jobs.” 
Volunteers helping migrants 
claim asylum accuse the 
authorities of blocking their 
applications.

But this isn’t enough for 
Hungary’s government. A new 
law this month defies the Dublin 
Convention. 

It says migrants coming 
through any neighbouring 
country except war-torn Ukraine 
should apply for asylum there—
effectively making them EU 
entry countries without EU 
membership.

Fortress Europe doesn’t stop 
at the Mediterranean. European 
states are caught in a sickening 
race to make migration hellish.
And Britain leads the pack.

DESPERATE REFUGEES FLEE CONFLICTS ACROSS THE GLOBE---ONLY TO BE TURNED AWAY...

Naveed’s journey is ‘dangerous and hard’

 NAVEED came to 
Athens because he 
was caught “in 
the middle” of 

the war in Afghanistan, 
he told Socialist Worker. 

His story shows the 
barriers refugees face at 
every turn.

He was deported on 
his first attempt to reach 
Europe.

The second time he had 
to cross by sea to the 
island of Lesvos after 
Greece’s land border 
with Turkey was 
fenced off.

Locals who give 

migrants a lift on the 
long walk to the 
immigration centre 
can be prosecuted 
as traffickers—
though some have 
defied the cruel 
rules.

“It’s dangerous 
and hard,” said 
Naveed.

“Even the taxi 
drivers say 

they 

aren’t allowed to help you.”
But his difficulties haven’t 

ended in Greece.
“The situation for people who 

look for asylum here isn’t good,” 
he said. “There’s no food, no 
work, most people are trying to 
get out”.

Naveed’s “dream country” 
would be Britain.

He speaks English, and used 
to work for a firm distributing 
food to British troops in 
Afghanistan.

“But I’m very scared that they 
would turn me down because 
the immigration system is so 
bad there,” he said. “That would 
ruin my life.”

Afghanistan
Twelve years of 
occupation
British and US troops withdrew 
from Afghanistan after 12 years 
of occupation last year.

They have left a devastated 
country where civil war 
continues. 

This was the fourth time 
Britain has invaded Afghanistan, 
and all attacks have been 
disastrous.

Around 3.7 million people 
from its estimated population of 
30 million were forced into exile.

Many refugees have been 
pushed to return only to find 
that it’s not safe and there is no 
work.

Syria
A revolution 
cruelly crushed
Even the British government 
does not pretend that Syria is 
safe to go back to.

About 4 million people 
have been displaced by the 
civil war that began as an 
uprising against dictator Bashar 
al-Assad.

Instead it pretends against all 
evidence that not many of the 
people arriving are from Syria.

What is true is that most 
refugees stay close to their 
country of origin.

So more than 83,000 Syrians 
are in the vast Zaatari refugee 
camp in Jordan.

Somalia
Invaded by the 
US and its allies
Somalia is in the Horn of Africa  
which has been an imperial 
battleground 
since the 
opening of the Suez 
Canal in 1869 put 
it at the centre of 
world trade routes. 

Parts of the country 
were incorporated into the 
British and Italian empires. By 
the 1960s this was refracted 
through the Cold War.

Dictator Major General 
Mohamed Siad Barre was 
backed first by the Soviet Union 

and later the US. Since then 
the US has directly invaded and 
has encouraged an invasion by 
neighbouring Ethiopia. 

The combined result of these 
has been to turn the remnants 
of a relatively moderate Islamist 

movement that looked 
capable of setting 
up a central 
government into 

the brutal Al Shabaab.
Once more without 

any functioning central 
government the country is 
occupied by troops from 
Uganda, Ethiopia and Kenya.

Dadaab across the border in 
Kenya is currently the biggest 
refugee camp in the world, 
housing some 350,000 Somali 
refugees.

Hungary’s new border fence

Permission to be homeless in France

Naveed has travelled from Afghanistan to Athens



{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
Can Jeremy Corbyn reclaim 
the Labour Party?
Thu 24 Sep, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,  
Chelmsford CM1 2QL

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
How do ideas change?
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St,  
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
How could the housing 
crisis be resolved?
Thu 20 Aug, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BRIGHTON
The housing crisis—why 
the system can’t provide 
decent homes for all
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Brighthelm Centre, 
North Rd, BN1 1YD
BRISTOL: NORTH
The politics of riots
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House,  
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
BRISTOL: SOUTH
The Arab left and the 
Arab revolutions
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
What is George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm really about?
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St, CB1 1DG
CARDIFF
Pride,  politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
State and revolution
Thu 17 Sep, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
Which way forward 
for Greece?
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (enter via 
Cafe Browser),  
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL
COVENTRY
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DERBY
How should socialists show 
solidarity to strikers?
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre, 
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,  
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Marxism and the 
trade unions
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Clock Cafe, 
255 Leith Walk, EH6 8NY

EXETER
Can Jeremy Corbyn reclaim 
the Labour Party?
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: NORTH
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe,
86 Maryhill Rd  
(near St George’s Cross 
Underground), 
G20 7QB
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Is social democracy finished?
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St, 
G42 7RA
HUDDERSFIELD
Are we heading for an 
economic recovery or 
another slump?
Wed 19 Aug, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP
KIRKCALDY
Can Jeremy Corbyn reclaim 
the Labour Party?
Mon 7 Sep, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s pub,
297 High St, KY1 1JL

LANCASTER
Can Jeremy Corbyn reclaim 
the Labour Party?
Thu 3 Sep, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Art and Revolution—John 
Berger’s Ways of Seeing
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre,
 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD

LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (close to the 
station), W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Human nature—are we 
too selfish for socialism?
Wed 19 Aug, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd, SW2 1EP

LONDON: EALING
Where does the blame lie for 
the Hillsborough tragedy?
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
W3 Gallery, 185 High St, 
Acton, W3 9DJ
LONDON: KINGSTON
Where do reformist 
ideas come from?
Wed 19 Aug, 7pm,
Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East,  
KT1 2PT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Is Turkey in crisis?
Wed 19 Aug, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),  
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Does the media 
control our minds?
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
Snug Room, The Grand Union, 
26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St),  
SE5 8RE
LONDON: TOTTENHAM
Capitalism in crisis—
reform or revolution?
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd,  
N17 9JB
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Has there always 
been disability?
Wed 19 Aug, 7pm,
Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
The Tories attack trade 
union rights—how 
do we fight back?
Wed 19 Aug, 7pm,
Chorlton Library (side door), 
Manchester Rd,  
M21 9PN
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
What would democracy 
be like under socialism?
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,  
6 Mount St,  
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
The Labour Party—a 
Marxist history
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Politics and protest 
in South Africa
Thu 27 Aug, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place,  
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
Islamophobia today—racism 
and the politics of fear
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
ROTHERHAM
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 9 Sep, 7pm,
Talbot Lane Methodist Church 
Centre, Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Alternatives to capitalism
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre), S1 2JB
SWANSEA
The Greens—are they a 
radical alternative?
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Can Jeremy Corbyn reclaim 
the Labour Party?
Wed 26 Aug, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, 
King St, WV1 1ST
YORK
European left parties and 
the politics of Gramsci
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER 
The EU—yes or no?
Debate with Alan Thornett 
(Socialist Resistance) and 
Richard Bradbury (SWP) 
Sat 5 Sep, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite County 
Hall), Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LLANELLI
March against austerity
Part of a week commemorating 
the Llanelli Railway Strike and 
uprising 1911
Sat 15 Aug, 11.30am,
Assemble Llanelli Railway 
Station, SA15 2RN
Rally in the town centre.
1911llanellirailwaystrike.
org.uk
LONDON
Third anniversary 
demonstration against the 
brutal Marikana Massacre 
Sun 16 Aug, 3pm to 5pm,
South Africa House,  
Trafalgar Square, 
WC2N 5DP

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7819 1170

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

 CRISIS IN CALAIS 
WHY SOCIALISTS OPPOSE 
ALL BORDER CONTROLS
BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 19 Aug, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,  
B1 1EQ

BRADFORD
Wed 19 Aug, 7pm,
Equity Centre,
Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd,  
BD1 2LU

COLCHESTER
Tue 18 Aug, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET

LONDON: CAMDEN
Thu 20 Aug, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 20 Aug, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main line 
and DLR Station), SE10 8JA

MEDWAY
Thu 27 Aug, 7.30pm,
Conference room, The 
Nucleus Arts Centre, 
272 High St, Chatham,  
ME4 4BP

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
International Community 
Centre, 
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 19 Aug, 7.30pm,
The Strand pub, 
7-9 Hanover Buildings, 
SO14 1JX

Refugees in a camp by Calais

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£13.99 £7.99 £9.99 £3
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EXHIBITION 
GAZA ON GAZA
P21 Gallery 
London NW1 1JD. 
Until 22 August 
Free Admission 
p21.org.uk @P21Gallery

GAZA ON Gaza is an 
exhibition by Palestinian 
artists put together in 
response to Israel’s assault 
on the Gaza Strip last 
summer. 

Artist Majdal Nateel’s 
installation If I Wasn’t There 
is inspired by her experience 
volunteering with the United 
Nations and working with 
children in their shelters.

Her work was smuggled 
out of Gaza by Channel 4 
broadcaster Jon Snow. 

The work consists of 
400 drawings, which seek 

to imagine the dreams and 
aspirations of the children 
who were murdered

Each piece is made from 
fragments of the paper 
bags used to deliver limited 
supplies of cement to 
Palestinians whose homes 
were bombed. 

Other displays include 
Through Young Eyes, a series 
of drawings by Palestinian 
teenagers. 

Algiers—playing the sound 
of 21st century revolution 
New band Algiers from the US deep south are about to tour Europe. Bassist 
Ryan Mahan spoke to Kevin McCaighy about their music and their politics
ALGIERS IS one of the most excit-
ing acts to have come out this year.
Their fierce and passionate debut 
album was released in June. 

It brings together a series of pow-
erful and political songs that can’t be 
pinned down to one genre. 

They describe it as combining, 
“the rapturous call and response of  
millenarian gospel, the bellow-
ing urgency of 60s protest soul, 
the scene-searching intensity of DC  
hardcore and the smeared viscosity of 
post-punk and no wave”. 

Their music reflects a popular 
hatred of mainstream politics.  

 Bassist Ryan Mahan told Socialist 
Worker, “We reject the hollow and 
hypocritical practice of neoliberalism 
and parliamentary democracy. 

“At the same time we assert poli-
tics and collective struggle. 

“That’s the only response to this 
dreary reality of neoconservative 
Francis Fukuyama’s claim that we’ve 
reached ‘the end of history’.”

Algiers’ music manages to get the 
politics across without sounding 
worthy.

Confrontation
Ryan explained, “We’re constantly 
facing the challenge to show this con-
frontation with the capitalist world.

“Yet we don’t want to just resort to 
rhetoric or empty sloganeering.” 

The band’s impressive musical 
range and politics runs throughout 
their album. 

Blood is a searing track about the 
horrors of slavery and racism. 

Meanwhile, hip hop song Irony, 
Utility, Pretext  captures the mood of 
resistance and rebellion.

Algiers places the fight against 
racism at the core of their music. 
Ryan explained, “We’re focused on 
struggle, memory and the struggle 
over memory.”

“Algiers as a name is particularly 
deliberate,” Ryan said. It alludes to 
the struggle against colonialism in 
north Africa. 

The band members now all live on 
different continents and only come 
together to play.

“But the experience of playing 
live has definitely brought us closer 
together,” said Ryan. “It’s helped con-
solidate our ideas for the future. 

“We also hope that our music 
serves as an intervention into the cul-
ture debate.” 
Algiers  
Tuesday 18 August, The Waiting Room, 
175 Stoke Newington High Street, 
London N16 0LH 
Wednesday 19 August, Scala,  
275 Pentonville Rd, London N1 9NL 
with Viet Cong (scala.co.uk).  
For full list of European tour dates and 
album details go to algierstheband.com

THE RED Women’s Workshop was a women’s silkscreen printing collective producing work for the 
Women’s Liberation Movement in the 1970s and 1980s. A new exhibition in Huddersfield brings together 
prints, posters and illustrations it produced including Bite the Hand (pictured), Red Women’s Workshop, 
1974-1983. Huddersfield Art Gallery, Huddersfield HD1 2SU. Free entry. Until 19 Sept 2015 ica.org.uk 

Red Women’s Workshop 

Artist Majdal Nateel

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  On Palestine
Noam Chomsky and  
Ilan Pappe

2  Fighting on All Fronts—
Popular Resistance in 
the Second World War
Edited by Donny Gluckstein

3  The Chartists
Malcolm Chase  

4 Them and Us— 
Fighting the class war 
1910-1939
John Newsinger 

5 NHS for Sale—Myths, 
Lies and Deception
John Lister, David Wrigley   
and Jacky Davis  

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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O
NE OF the 
most famous 
w o r k s  i n 
Marxist lit-
erature, the 
Communist 

Manifesto, ends with the 
battle cry, “Workers of the 
world unite.” 

When the revolution-
ary Karl Marx wrote those 
words in 1848, the world’s 
workers constituted about 
ten or 20 million people.  

They were just 2 or 3 per-
cent of the global popula-
tion, confined to just a few 
areas. 

Today everything is dif-
ferent. In 2013, according 
to the International Labour 
Organisation, the majority 
of people participating in the 
global labour force were, for 
the first time in human his-
tory, wage labourers. 

There are now 1.6 billion 
wage labourers, an increase 
of 600 million since the 
mid-1990s. 

Yet there is a huge debate 
about the ability of the 
working class to challenge 
capitalism. 

For instance, in 2011 the 
left wing academic Slavoj 
Zizek described a recent  
2.6 million-strong public 
sector pensions strike as 
“a revolt of the salaried 
bourgeoisie”. 

He wrote, “The chance to be 
exploited in a long-term job is 
now a privilege.” 

His article combined two 
arguments. First, the mass 
of people are too downtrod-
den and precarious to resist. 
Second, a small minority is too 
privileged to have any interest 
in fighting. 

To understand class in the 
21st century we have to start 
somewhere different. 

Marx argued that the work-
ing class occupies a specific 
position within capitalism. This 
gives it special interests and 
capabilities, and will tend to 
push workers into struggle.  

Workers don’t own the 
means of production. They have 
to work for a capitalist. And in 
that process they are exploited. 

A number of things follow 
from this.

Transformation
The working class is the only 
class with the numbers and 
social weight to drive through 
revolutionary transformation. 
And capitalists depend on it to 
make profit. 

This makes exploitation dif-
ferent to oppression. 

For instance, being subject 
to racism gives me no particu-
lar power. But when I’m subject 
to exploitation, I have a power 
over capital. 

The working class is also a 
collective class. Capital is com-
pelled to draw together machin-
ery and workers in huge con-
centrations. In Britain roughly 
half of workers toil in work-
places of 100 people or more. 

Capital then puts workers in 
similar positions, so they can 
understand and identify with 

one another. 
And the constant pressure on 

capital to extract more profits 
from workers pushes them to 
organise and fight. 

The working class is the most 
consistently militant class in 
history. Slave revolts took place 
every 100 years or so. Peasant 
revolts broke out every 20, 30 
or 50 years. 

With workers there are strike 
waves or revolutions every few 
years somewhere in the world. 

Workers can feel powerless a 

lot of the time and so can accept 
ideas that run contrary to their 
own interests. But an alterna-
tive set of ideas—based on soli-
darity, common interest and so 
on—always coexists with that. 

The situation is dynamic. 
Workers ’  ideas usually 

change because of two things. 
First, mainstream ideas begin 
to break down in moments of 
crisis. 

Second, ideas change when 
workers fight. They can recog-
nise their common interest and 

capacity to resist capital and 
transform the world. 

At their high points work-
ing class struggles open up the 
possibility of revolution. They 
show that capitalist wealth 
depends on labour—and that a 
world without need is possible. 

But when the working class 
isn’t fighting, it can seem that it 
no longer has this power. 

Some people think changes 
such as the decline in manufac-
turing in Britain mean work-
ers are too weak to challenge 
capitalism. 

But manufacturing never 
employed over half the work-
force in any country. 

And manufacturing output 
remains high even though 
the industry employs fewer 
workers. 

This gives small groups of 
manufacturing workers power. 
Those at one point of the pro-
duction chain depend on 
others. Small groups can shut 
down entire networks. 

T
HE DECLINE of 
manufacturing 
is not a decline 
o f  t h e  wo r k-
ing class. Marx 
neve r  a rgued 

that production was about 
the production of stuff. He 
argued that the working 
class produces profits for the 

capitalists. 
A m a z o n  w o r k p l a c e s , 

for example, employ up to 
3,000 people in the run-up to 
Christmas. Work is monitored 
constantly. 

But they have the potential 
to organise and fight because 
they are drawn together and 
exploited. 

That’s also true of workers 
who don’t directly generate 
profits, such as finance workers. 
They don’t create new value but 
they are central to the smooth 
functioning of the financial 
system. 

Privatisation in the public 
sector means many of these 
workers have acquired a power 
to hit profits. And even when 
non-privatised public sector 
workers fight they have power.  

The 2011 pensions strike 
cost the economy £2.5 billion—
partly because schools shut 
and people had to take time off 
work to look after children. 

Such strikes also help others 
see that resistance is possible. 

Some say work is more pre-
carious now and this affects 
workers’ power. 

Most people accept the argu-
ment that there has been a 
sharp rise in temporary work. 

But there are no more work-
ers in temporary jobs in Britain 
now than there were 20 years 
ago. It still stands at around 6 or  
7 percent of the workforce. 

There are attacks on work-
ers. But the form of attack isn’t 
predominantly moving perma-
nent workers onto temporary 
contracts. 

Some writers, such as Guy 
Standing, overstate what he 
calls “the precariat” because he 
throws in other groups such as 
part-time workers.  

WORKERS 
IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY
Apparent changes to the way we work can make it seem as 
if the working class no longer exists. But Joseph Choonara 
argues that we still have the potential to change the world

When the 
working class 
isn’t fighting, it 
can seem that 
it has no power

‘‘ 

A WORKER in a Foxconn electronics factory in China

A drivers’ strike halted 
London buses
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READ MORE
lNeoliberalism and the 
British Working Class 
by Jane Hardy and Joseph 
Choonara, 
International Socialism, 
online at: bit.ly/1Mal930
lGlobal Cities, Global 
Workers in the 21st 
Century  
by Mike Haynes 
International Socialism, 
online at: bit.ly/1J1ha9N

lArguments for 
Revolution 
by Charlie Kimber and 
Joseph Choonara  
£3  
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

However, part-time work 
isn’t a way of making workers 
peripheral. It’s a way that huge 
numbers of people, particularly 
women, have been drawn into 
the workforce and given perma-
nent jobs. 

They do not have different 
interests to other workers. 

And the longevity of employ-
ment has gone up. More work-
ers are in long term work than 
ever before in advanced coun-
tries, especially in Britain and 
the US. 

There are, and always have 
been, some workers in weak 
positions. 

In Marx’s day the big-
gest occupational group was 
domestic servants—often 
young women who were quite 
isolated. 

But other workers in weak 
positions, who were said to be 
unorganisable, such as dock 
workers, did organise, struggle 
and improve their conditions. 

We can’t generalise from 
the situation of the weakest 
workers. 

And it isn’t always easy for 
bosses to sack workers. 

In  Br i t a in  the  l a te s t 
c r i s i s  hasn ’ t  seen mass 
unemployment. 

It has seen bosses holding 
onto workers while attacking 
their conditions. 

It can be disruptive to kick 
people out of work. It affects 
morale and can lead to struggle. 

It can be costly. Almost every 
group of workers has some 
degree of training and experi-
ence that is valuable to the capi-
talist class. 

Precarious
So why do we feel so precari-
ous? Since the 1980s work-
ing class people have been 
hammered. 

There have been extraor-
dinary defeats on a global 
scale from which the working 
class movement has not yet 
recovered. 

The ruling class has been 
able to engage in an offensive 
against labour. 

In Britain restructuring has 
drawn new workers into new 
areas of employment. 

Many in the 30 million-strong 
workforce have little direct 
experience of class struggle.  
Socialists and left-wing ideas 
have also been marginalised. 

In this situation people can 
feel much more vulnerable than 
they are. But the reorganisation 
of the working class doesn’t rob 
it of its potential power. 

As US socialist Hal Draper 

puts it, workers don’t simply 
exist. They mature with the 
experience of struggle. 

This begins to restore con-
fidence. Workers in new areas 
of the economy will ultimately 
fight because of their position in 
capitalism. 

We have to anticipate those 
struggles. They will open up a 
much wider audience for social-
ist and revolutionary ideas. 

But even today the audience 
isn’t tiny. A recent Guardian 
newspaper poll found that  
6 percent of people in Britain 
said they were very left wing. 
That’s four million people. 

We have to relate to that 
audience and patiently try to 
win an argument about work-
ing class power if we want to 
break this rotten system.
This is an edited version of a 
talk given at Marxism 2015.

Domestic servants 
were the biggest 
occupational group 
in the 19th century 
(top) Amazon 
workplaces employ 
up to 3,000 
people in the 
Christmas period 
(above)                

How ‘age-old’ national 
identities were invented

The ideas of 
nationalism and 
borders have only 
developed with the 
growth of capitalism 
in the past 400 years, 
writes Dave Sherry
HUMANS HAVE been 
around a long time—but 
the growth of nationalism 
and the obsession with 
borders are relatively new. 

They came with the 
rise of capitalism, which 
first emerged on the 
western fringes of Europe 
just 400 years ago.

In feudal Europe before 
capitalism emerged, the 
majority of the population 
were peasants who never 
travelled more than a few 
miles from their home village. 
Many were serfs who were 
forbidden to leave. 

Peasants were forced to 
work for the feudal lords, 
who were supposed to protect 
them in return. These lords 
served a king. They had no 
concept of nation. 

The world view spread 
by lords and priests was of a 
fixed hierarchical order where 
everyone knew their position. 

Most people spoke local 
dialects which could be 
incomprehensible to others 
living 40 miles away. For 
much of the feudal period in 
England the aristocracy spoke 
another language and priests 
a third.

But the emergence of 
capitalism depended on the 
formation of a large domestic 
market for goods produced by 
the new entrepreneurs. 

It needed political 
unification of a large 
economic zone where people, 
commodities and money 
could move freely.

And across Europe rulers 
became more worried 
about the boundaries of the 
territories they controlled, 
where their unified taxes and 
laws were obeyed.

Capitalism was fuelled by 
the military struggle between 
the European powers. 
Overseas expansion of the 
British state created markets 
and investment opportunities 
for its capitalists.

Intense competition 
between states encouraged 

rulers to appeal to their 
subjects as members of 
a national community in 
struggle with their foreign 
rivals. 

Thus British national 
identity was forged during 
the wars with France between 
1689 and 1815.

Stereotypes developed of 
Protestant Britain contrasted 
with Catholic France. 
Historian Krishan Kumar 
writes of how people were 
encouraged to see themselves. 
“Protestant nations were free, 
independent, tolerant and 

prosperous, friendly to and 
thriving on commerce and 
constitutional liberties. 

“Catholic nations were 
sunk in despotism, dogma 
and poverty, the prey of 
power-hungry monarchs and 
superstitious priests.” 

But there was nothing 
“natural” about the nations 
that emerged. National 
identity was created by 
forced incorporation and 
assimilation. 

Other languages and 
cultures were left to wither or 
were suppressed. 

As one historian quipped, 
“A language is a dialect with 
an army and navy”.

The first capitalist powers, 
concentrated in Western 
Europe and North America 
came to dominate. Most of 
the rest of the world became 
engulfed in colonial empires. 

This control has continued 
despite decolonisation. The 
major capitalist states impose 
their will on the smaller 
powers.  

Migrant workers and 
refugees who come to Britain 
are not the enemy. They are 
the victims of capitalism. 
Trade unionists and socialists 
must defend them. 

Nationalism is an ideology 
which enables the ruling class 
to control the people they 
exploit—there are only class 
interests. 

Workers in different 
countries have the same 
interests as each other—and 
opposing interests to the 
rulers of their own country.

This is what workers need 
to act on to free themselves 
and the rest of humanity.

The notion of British identity grew through wars with France

BACK STORY
Before the emergence 
of capitalism in northern 
Europe laws, taxes, tariffs 
and language could vary 
from town to town and 
region to region
lPassports as general 
identity documents were 
not used until the 20th 
century
lIn Britain they were only 
issued and checked from 
1914. The first international 
agreement was made in 
1920

One historian 
quipped, ‘A 
language is a 
dialect with an 
army and navy’
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RAGE AGAINST THE TORIES

A festival of 
resistance

The People’s Assembly and friends from supporting 
organisations and institutions will host a series of 
events throughout the week.

Topics will include—trade unions, welfare, racism, 
housing, Islamophobia, war, education, climate, media, 
TTIP, transport, NHS, economy, Scotland and Europe.

These meetings will run alongside a series of 
direct actions and protests all over Manchester and 
around the Tory party conference.

Evenings will see a full spectrum of entertainment 
including huge gigs featuring international artists, 
“Laugh them out of town” comedy nights, spoken 
word and other performances.

T H E P E O P L E S A S S E M B LY. O R G . U K

DEMONSTRATE 
NO TO 

AUSTERITY 
SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER  

TORY PARTY CONFERENCE 
MANCHESTER

Assemble 12.30pm with a rally 1pm on Oxford Road 
Demonstration called by the TUC tuc.org.uk
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‘We have to 
resist latest 
Tory attack 
on unions’
Trade unionists spoke to Hamza  
Sharif about new plans to scrap the 
check-off system for union fees

THE TORIES’ latest assault on 
trade unions will make it harder 
for workers to organise.

They announced plans on 
Thursday of last week to scrap 
“check-off” for 3.8 million public 
sector workers. 

This means workers’ union 
subscriptions will no longer be  
automatically deducted from their 
wages. 

John McLoughlin, Unison union 
branch secretary in Tower Hamlets, 
east London, spoke to Socialist 
Worker in a personal capacity.

He said, “It is an attempt by the 
Tories to keep unions in the public 
sector—where the majority of mem-
bership is—busy with re-signing 
members and away from fighting 
austerity.”

David Cameron and business  
secretary Sajid Javid want to com-
plicate union subscription payments 
in order to reduce membership. 

They hope this will bolster their 
plans, laid out in the Trade Union 
Bill, for a 50 percent turnout for 
strike ballots to be legal. 

Cutting 
Tory cabinet office minister Matt 
Hancock claimed scrapping check-
off would save money by cutting 
administration costs. Yet it is the 
unions that pay for the processing 
cost of check-off.

The PCS civil service workers’ 
union faced a similar attack when 
the Home Office removed check-off 
in 2014. 

PCS national executive member 
Marianne Owens told Socialist 
Worker in a personal capacity, “It 
is a direct attack on workers’ rights 
and their ability to organise and 
fight back against austerity.

“They want to make member-
ship to trade unions a difficult task 
to weaken workers’ ability to resist.”

This attack on check-off was 
extended to the Department for 
Work and Pensions and HMRC tax 
office in March and April 2015.

But PCS union members have 
countered this attack. Marianne 
said, “We had to go out to sign up 

our members on direct debit—a lot 
of hard work and organising had to 
be done.

“Despite the difficulty we 
engaged with our members and we 
managed to retain 78 percent.” But 
she explained that “this meant we 
had to focus a lot of our resources 
on getting it done”.

Marianne said, “Members are 
also facing privatisation and further 
attacks on their jobs, pensions, and 
terms and conditions. 

“You need the union to fight 
these attacks.”

Cameron is trying to finish 
what former Tory prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s war on trade 
unions did not finish 30 years ago. 

The Tories see the power workers 
have to fight back. “It is all part of a 
plan to weaken people’s fightback, 
stop strikes and deny people a polit-
ical voice,” John explained. 

Unite union general secretary 
Len McCluskey has even said he 
would support “illegal” action.  

He said, “If the Tories wish to put 
trade unionism beyond the law then 
so be it—we are ready for the fight.”

He also warned that “the time for 
rhetoric would soon be over”. 

But the time for serious resistance 
has already begun. John said, “The 
Tories only have a small majority. 

“We should resist, start a cam-
paign to oppose the Tories’ attacks, 
and show that there is resistance.”

BACK STORY
The Tories are trying to make 
it harder for workers to resist 
austerity
lThey announced plans to end 
the ‘check-off’ system in the 
public sector
lThis is when union subs are 
directly taken from wages 
lThey’re hoping it will reduce 
union membership 
lBut the unions have dealt with 
similar attacks—and can beat 
them back with a sustained 
fightback

TORY PLANS would have ruled last year’s popular health service strikes illegal  Picture: Guy Smallman

Trade Union Bill would have blocked 
3.3 million workers from striking  
NEW RESEARCH shows how the 
Tories’ new anti-union laws could 
stop workers’ exercising their right 
to strike.

The study was co-authored by 
University of Salford professor 
of employment relations Ralph 
Darlington. 

It found that 85 of 158 strikes 
surveyed between 1997 and 
2015 would have been illegal 
under proposals in the Trade 
Union Bill.

This means 3.3 million workers 
would have been blocked from 
going on strike legally. 

The Tories claim their bill 
would make strike ballots “more 
democratic”, but its only aim is to 
block resistance. 

Potential 
The report said, “The legislation 
has been principally designed to 
try to make it much harder for 
unions to take strike action and 
to weaken potential future union 
resistance to more austerity.”

But workers can still fight back. 
The study found that a crucial 
factor in winning strike votes was 
when union leaders offered a lead. 

It also found that left wing 
union leaders can make a 

difference. For instance, Ralph 
argues the RMT rail workers’ 
union having left wing officials 
helped build resistance to bosses’ 
and solidarity with other groups  
of workers.

He found that the turnout is 
always higher in workplace ballots 
than postal ballots. 

That’s because workers can 
feel more confident to take action 
when there’s a sense that it’s a 
collective decision. 

The Tories aim is to criminalise 
strikes.

They want to give bosses the 
power to decide on picket line 

rules and threaten workers with 
legal action.

The report argues that with 
workers’ ability to take action 
restricted, “leverage campaigns” 
could become the unions’ “weapon 
of choice”. 

This is when union members 
put pressure on bosses and 

shareholders to resolve a dispute.
The Unite union leadership 

tried to rely on leverage tactics, 
instead of calling workers out, 

before it backed down to bosses 
at the Grangemouth oil refinery in 
Scotland two years ago.  

As the report rightly points out,  
“leverage campaigns” are more 
limited than industrial action. It 
found that workers’ anger towards 
austerity has continually created 
pressures for union leaders to act.

This pressure has led the TUC to 
call a mass demonstration outside 
the Tory party conference in 
Manchester on 4 October. 

The report also suggests this 
anger could explode into unofficial 
walkouts.

But it is clear that this proposed 
bill is only designed to smash 
workers’ rights and their ability to 
use their collective strength to stop 
the Tories’ attacks. 

Putting pressure on bosses? Inflatable
rat sometimes used on leverage protests

Socialist Worker  15 August 2015
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IN BRIEF 

Protest called to 
target Sotheby’s
PROTESTERS ARE set to 
gather this Saturday outside 
Sotheby’s Auction House in 
central London to demand the 
reinstatement of two cleaners. 

Cleaners Percy and 
Barbara were sacked after 
joining a protest for sick pay 
and against the victimisation 
of union activists.
lSaturday 15 August, 4pm. Go 
to the Facebook page Protest 
at Sotheby’s: Reinstate the 
Sotheby’s 2!

Essex firefighters 
hit back at cuts
FIREFIGHTERS IN Essex 
struck for nine hours on 
Thursday of last week against 
cuts that will decimate the 
county’s fire service.

Some 187 jobs could 
go, slashing the number 
of firefighters overall from 
656 to 477—a 25 percent 
reduction.

Port Talbot vigil for 
executed miner
AROUND 50 people attended 
a remembrance service in 
Port Talbot to Dic Penderyn 
the Welsh miner who was 
executed in 1831 for his part 
in the Merthyr Rising.

The event, organised by 
the local Trades Council, is 
going to be repeated next 
year as part of a proposed 
Dic Penderyn Festival.
Huw Pudner

Easyjet staff accept 
deal in close vote
CABIN CREW in the Unite 
union have agreed a two-year 
pay deal with airline Easyjet, 
ending a dispute with the 
firm.  

Crew are to get a  
4.1 percent pay rise and 
managers 5.1 percent, 
backdated to January and 
with increased holiday pay.

They voted by just  
52 percent to 48 percent to 
accept bosses’ offer—despite 
the union recommending it. 

Could Sports Direct 
be facing strikes?
THE UNITE union is 
demanding permanent 
contracts and the £7.85 an 
hour Living Wage for workers 
at Sports Direct’s warehouse 
in Shirebrook, Derbyshire.

It criticised “Victorian 
era work practices” at the 
warehouse. The claim could 
open the door to future 
industrial action.

Greedy dock bosses 
told to pay up
DOCKYARD WORKERS in 
Devonport, Plymouth, struck 
for 24 hours on Tuesday of 
last week. 

The workers in the GMB 
union are employed by 
Babcock. Bosses are refusing 
to give workers a pay rise in 
line with other dock workers—
this is despite a confirmed 
order book of £20 billion.

Victory as Gunstones 
strikers win pay rises
by NICK CLARK

STRIKERS AT Gunstones 
bakery in Dronfield, Sheffield, 
have won their battle against 
an imposed pay freeze.

The members of the Bfawu 
union have won a 2 percent 
pay increase backdated from 
August last year and another 
2 percent pay increase starting 
from this month.

The settlement also includes 
an improved overtime deal.

Gunstones bosses had tried 
to impose a pay freeze after 
laying off 426 workers.

But they were forced into 
giving the pay rise after a 
successful two-day walkout  
in June.

The strike saw more than 
60 people turn out on picket 
lines, turning lorries away at 
the gates after drivers refused 
to cross the line.

And they were joined by a 

delegation of Bfawu members 
from the Hovis bakery in 
Wigan, where strikers won 
a victory against zero hour 
contracts in 2013. 

Threats of another 48-hour 
strike twice forced bosses into 
talks, eventually leading to the 
deal. Workers had voted by 
93 percent to reject a previous 
offer last month.

Bfawu union rep Dave told 

Socialist Worker, “The strike 
did it. 

“They didn’t want us to go 
out again. The strike disrupted 
them big time.

“In the end they gave up. I 
suppose they’ll come back for 
some terms and conditions 
when the living wage comes in 
in April. 

“But that’s for another day, 
so we’ll see what happens.”

PIZZA EXPRESS workers protest against bosses pinching their tips       Picture: Guy Smallman

Nine-day bike ride for Gaza
SOME 200 cyclists took part 
in a nine-day cycle tour for 
Palestine from Edinburgh to 
London this month.

The Big Ride, organised 
by tour operator Redspokes, 
aimed to collect money for 
victims of Israel’s assault 
on Gaza last year and raise 
awareness about Palestine. 

The cyclists raised more 
than £50,000 for the Middle 
East Children’s Alliance. 

The ride finished with 
a rally in south London 
last Saturday. Cyclists 
also blocked the road on 
Westminster Bridge as 
they stopped for a minute’s 
silence.

Alice joined the ride in 
Newcastle. She told Socialist 
Worker, “We got quite a lot of 

support throughout the ride.
“We went through a 

working class area in 
Luton with a high Muslim 
population.

“People were coming out 
of their homes, lining the 
streets and raising their fists 
as we passed.”
Nick Clark

RESTAURANT WORKERS

ELBIT PROTESTERS

A PROTEST has been 
called in support of 
19 people arrested on 
a Palestine solidarity 
demonstration last month. 

The protesters were 
arrested outside the 
UAV Engines Ltd factory, 
which is owned by Israeli 
arms company Elbit, in 
Shenstone, Staffordshire.

They are set to appear 

in Burton upon Trent 
magistrates’ court on  
Friday 28 August, after 
being charged with 
breaching an injunction.

The protest will take 
place outside, and a 
minibus has been organised 
to take supporters 
from Birmingham.
lSee Support the Elbit 
Defendants on Facebook

PALESTINE SOLIDARITY

Part of the cycle team
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Sweets Way resists bailiffs
by DAVE SEWELL

HOUSING campaigners 
in Barnet, north London, 
gathered at the Sweets 
Way estate on Monday of 
this week to help the last 
remaining family there resist 
eviction.

Landlords together 
with Barnet council want 
to replace the estate with 
something more profitable.

They have already sent 
some of its residents outside 
London.

But disabled father 
Mostafa has so far been 
able to hold the bailiffs off 
through court proceedings—
and they backed down again 
this week.

Activists have also 
occupied and redecorated a 
house that had been emptied 
and smashed up by the 
developers. 

After blocking the attempt 
to evict Mostafa, Sweets 
Way Resists commented on 
Twitter, “The bailiffs came. 
They saw our strength. They 
left. 

“We didn’t even know they 
were here! Mostafa remains 
housed!”
lFor more information 
about the campaign go to 
sweetswayresists.wordpress.
com

BROMLEY

ANTI-EVICTION campaigners 
in Bromley, south east 
London, celebrated a 
partial victory on Friday of 
last week as tenant Paul 
Rooney was granted a six-
month stay by the courts. 

Paul is a diabetic who 
cares for his disabled 
daughter Roisin. He faces 
eviction over council tax 
debt of just £2,000. 

Activists gathered 
to defend Paul’s home 
as he attended court 
to ward off bailiffs. 

Liberata is the private firm 
which council tax collection 
has been outsourced to in 
Bromley. A representative 
attending the court identified 
themselves only as “a 
contractor, a member of the 
public” when asked what 
their interest was in the case. 

Liberata have stacked 
an incredible £49,000 of 
legal fees on to Paul’s bill.
Mark Dunk

BAKERY WORKERS

On the Gunstones picket line in June

TRANSPORT

More action down the line 
FIRST GREAT Western 
(FGW) rail workers in the 
RMT union are set to launch 
another wave of industrial 
action from next weekend.

The union is in dispute 
with FGW bosses over 
threats to jobs, services and 
safety stemming from the 
introduction of new intercity 
trains on the network.

Across the rail industry 
cuts are being pushed 
through to squeeze costs, 
boost profits and weaken 
union organisation.

All members, excluding 
maintenance workers, are 
set to strike for 24 hours 
on Sunday 23 August. 

This is to be followed 
with a further two 24-hour 
walkouts by all members 
on 29 and 31 August.

Maintenance crew are 
also instructed not to work 
any overtime or rest days 

on 23 and 30 August.
A solid 48-hour walkout 

last month brought much 
of the network to a halt 
despite a desperate scabbing 
operation by bosses.

Resolver, a complaints-
handling website, said 
that First Great Western is 
Britain’s most complained 
about train company.
Raymie Kiernan

RMT picket

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

Protesters at Sweets Way
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ENERGY WORKERS

Walkout planned at EDF 
NEARLY 500 meter readers 
and other workers at 
energy firm EDF were set 
to strike on Wednesday 
of this week in a dispute 
over pay cuts, job losses 
and working extra hours.

Bosses are piling pressure 
on the workers as part of the 
high-profile programme to 
install new “smart meters”. 

The workers are members 

of the Unite union. 
Some could lose up to 

£6,000 through the loss of a 
London allowance, and many 
could be made to work longer 
hours.

The walkout affects sites 
in London, Bexley, Hove, 
Crawley, Exeter, Bristol and 
Plymouth. A second strike is 
planned for Thursday of next 
week.
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Met police to be sued by 
family of Cherry Groce
by ANNETTE MACKIN

FIVE CHILDREN of a woman shot 
in a police raid 30 years ago are to 
sue the Metropolitan Police for the 
damage caused to them after she 
was paralysed.

Cherry Groce was shot when police 
raided the family home in Brixton, 
south London searching for one of 
her children. 

The shooting of the black mother 
led to the 1985 Brixton riots against 
police racism and brutality. 

The claim against the cops is for 
damages for the psychiatric injuries 
the five say they sustained as a result 
of the shooting. 

Four of the five were in the house 
when the shooting occurred. They 
also had to witness the suffering of 
their previously active mother, caring 
for her for 26 years until she died.

Four of the five were diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress disorder 
following the shooting, which hap-
pened when they were eight, 11, 14, 
18 and 21 respectively. 

The five variously have anxiety, 
panic attacks and depression.

Failures
An inquest held last year found 
that police failures in planning and 
implementing the raid contributed to  
Cherry’s death. The jury identified 
eight failings on the part of the Met.

Met commissioner Sir Bernard 
Hogan-Howe apologised to the 
family after the inquest, admit-
ting that the police had caused 

“irreparable damage”.
Lee Lawrence, who was 11 at the 

time, said, “I was curled up in my 
mum’s bed, for me the safest place in 
the world, when I heard a loud bang-
ing, which must have been the police 
breaking the door down. 

“My mum went to see what was 
going on and that was when the 
police shot her. 

“I remember screaming, ‘What 
have you done to my mum?’ I heard 
my mum saying, ‘I can’t move my 
legs, I can’t breathe, I think I’m going 
to die.’ At that moment everything in 
my life changed for ever.”

The family is suing the Met for 
trespass, a catalogue of 22 incidents 
of negligence, misfeasance in public 
office and human rights breaches.

UNISON UNION ELECTION

JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS

Back John Burgess for general secretary
by KAREN REISSMANN Unison 
NEC member (personal capacity)

THE UNISON union has 
opened nominations for the 
election of a new general 
secretary.

This is an important 
election—what sort of 
leadership trade unions 
have at the moment matters 
given what the Tories have 
planned.

The vast majority of 
Unison members feel 
let down by the current 
leadership after the action 
over pensions and then pay. 

The members’ mood to 
fight has been squandered.

We need a serious 
challenge to Dave Prentis’s 
leadership. 

Now we have the 
opportunity to support a 
candidate that all the left 

can get behind.
John Burgess, secretary 

of Barnet branch in London, 
has put his name forward 
and we are in a position to 
win support from many in 
the union who want to elect 
a new leadership.

The fact that a special 
conference in March carried 
votes of criticism of the 
current leadership shows 
the huge possibilities for 
a successful left election 
campaign.

United
We need to capitalise on 
that mood and seize the 
opportunity to field a united 
left candidate.

Manchester local 
government branch has 
decided to nominate John.

The fact that Heather 
Wakefield is standing—

another candidate who 
has been part of the union 
bureaucracy—means there 
is an even better opening for 
the left.

We should get behind 
John—he will be a candidate 
who will stand up against 
racism, sexism and 
homophobia. He has shown 
he is willing to lead a fight. 

Barnet branch has put 
up a sustained resistance 
against a vicious employer. 

Unison activists should 
get their branch to nominate 
John. Nominations are open 
between 2 September and  
9 October. 

Voting will take place 
between 9 November and  
4 December.
lFor more information and 
get involved in the campaign 
go to johnburgess4gensec.
blogspot.co.uk

LONDON METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY

Defend Max Watson, defend our unions
MAX WATSON, Unison 
union branch secretary 
at London Metropolitan 
University, will be making his 
appeal against compulsory 
redundancy on 27 August.

His supporters 
will join a protest in 
solidarity on the day.

Max is the only member 
of staff in his faculty 

and one of only three 
Unison members facing 
compulsory redundancy 
among non-academic staff 
across the university.

Unison believes university 
bosses are using this 
round of redundancies 
to deliberately target 
Max because he is a 
thorn in their side.

Last month Unison 
members held a solid walkout 
against the victimisation—
their third strike this year.
lDefend Max Watson— 
Support Trade Union Activists, 
Thu 27 Aug, 12noon-2pm,  
Outside Rocket Complex, 
London Metropolitan 
University,  
166-220 Holloway Rd, N7 8DB

MEMBERS OF Cherry Groce’s family deliver a petition to Downing St in 2014

MARK DUGGAN
Vigil marks 
anniversary  
of killing
AROUND 150 people gathered 
outside Tottenham Police Station 
last week to demand justice for 
Mark Duggan who was shot and 
killed by police in 2011.

The vigil had started with a 
march from Broadwater Farm to 
the police station on the high road. 

Speakers included, Marcia Rigg, 
rapper Akala, Stafford Scott and 
the father of Roger Sylvester. 

Members of the families of 
Cynthia Jarrett, Smiley Culture 
and Joy Gardner were also in 
attendance. 

Mark’s mother Pamela has 
launched a petition calling on 
Theresa May to launch a public 
judge-led inquiry into the practices 
of Operation Trident.

This is a division of the Met 
which was established to deal with 
so-called “black on black” crime.

Speakers at the vigil vowed to 
continue the fight for justice.
Zak Cochrane
lSign the petition chn.ge/1WczMYj

MUSEUM WORKERS

National walkouts at Wales museums
PCS UNION members at 
Amgueddfa Cymru/National 
Museum Wales are set to begin 
a series of strikes next week.

Workers at seven sites are 
in a dispute over proposals to 
cut the pay of the poorest-paid 
staff. 

Bosses want to scrap 
payments for weekend 
working, which make up as 

much as 15 percent of front-of-
house staff pay. Some workers 
could lose up to £3,000 a year. 

Payments would remain for 
bank holidays but would no 
longer be pensionable.

Bosses have threatened to 
dismiss staff who refused to 
sign up to the changes, then 
re-engage them on the inferior 
terms.

lStrike dates—12 & 19 Aug, 
Slate Museum and Cathays 
Park. 13 & 20 Aug, Drefach, 
Swansea and St Fagans.  
15 Aug, National Waterfront 
Museum. 15-16, 22-23 & 30-31 
Aug, Big Pit Mining Village.  
29 Aug, all sites. 
PCS members will also take 
part in action short of strike 
from 12-31 August.

SHEKU BAYOH

Calls for top 
cop to resign 
over probe
POLICE SCOTLAND chief Sir 
Stephen House met officers 
being probed over a man’s 
death in custody weeks before 
they gave statements to 
independent investigators.

The Daily Record newspaper 
revealed that House spoke 
to officers within days of 
Sheku Bayoh dying. He had 
been restrained by up to nine 
officers in Kirkcaldy, Fife, on 
the 3 May this year.

House even travelled to 
see one cop at her home. 
Police Scotland claim it was a 
“welfare visit”.

The officers did not speak to 
the Police Investigations and 
Review Commissioner until 
four weeks after Sheku’s death.

The police watchdog 
delivered an interim report last 
week but continue to probe 
the “complex lines of inquiry” 
around Sheku’s death and the 
cops’ conduct.

House’s decision to meet 
the officers involved has been 
slammed by Sheku’s family.

His partner Collette Bell 
called for the police chief’s 
resignation, “He has no respect 
for us and to this day we have 
had no apology for the way we 
were treated and the lies told 
to us on the 
day Sheku 
died.”

More online
The killing of Mark Duggan  
bit.ly/1NlmZwz

Sheku Bayoh
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 GALLERY STRIKE 
IS NOW ALL-OUT   
Workers at the National Gallery in London began an all-out strike on Tuesday as bosses 
pushed through a privatisation deal and victimised rep’s appeal resumes, writes Nick Clark
WORKERS AT the National 
Gallery in central London 
began an all-out strike on 
Tuesday of this week.

They are fighting to defend 
their terms and conditions 
after a privatisation deal saw 
as many as 300 gallery jobs 
outsourced to private security 
firm Securitas on Monday.

The members of the PCS 
union had been battling to 
stop the privatisation from 
going through since January. 
The start of the all-out strike 
on Tuesday marked their 
57th strike day.

The fact that the deal has 
gone through is a setback. 
The strikers had originally 
expected the privatisation 
deal to be signed at the end 
of this month or the begin-
ning of September.

But with some 30 people 
on the picket line this 
Tuesday, the strikers showed 
they are determined to fight 
on in the wake of the selloff.

The National Gallery has 
said that outsourced staff 
would keep the same terms 
and conditions as when they 
were directly employed.

Worse
But new workers taken on by 
Securitas could be hired on 
worse conditions.

The Securitas website 
points out that “private secu-
rity companies are able to 
pay their staff at a lower rate” 
than public sector workers.

The pr ivate securi ty 
company also requires its 
employees to train for a 
bouncer’s license.

And there is no guaran-
tee that workers outsourced 
to Securitas won’t be trans-
ferred to another workplace 
outside the gallery.

The privatisation deal was 
also signed on the same day 
that sacked PCS union rep 
Candy Udwin’s appeal hear-
ing resumed.

Candy’s appeal hearing 
began last month, but was 
adjourned when the chair 
agreed that the gallery had 

not given PCS the proper 
notice.

The appeal resumed on 
Monday of this week and was 
ongoing as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Candy was suspended 
ahead of the gallery workers’ 
first walkout in January, then 
sacked in May.

Her reinstatement has 
been a key demand at the 
heart of the dispute.

Gallery bosses had hoped 
to put an end to the dispute 
by forcing the privatisation 
through as quickly as possible.

Forward
But the gallery workers 
responded by voting over-
whelmingly to bring their 
all-out strike forward. The 
strike was initially set to begin 
on Monday of next week.

The fact that they forced 
gallery bosses to pay the 
London Living Wage in April 
proves that they have the 
power to win the demands 
they make of Securitas.

Speaking at the picket line 
on Tuesday, Michael Bradley 
from Unite the Resistance 
said, “It’s a big thing to go on 
all-out strike.

“It’s important to see 
that this is something that’s 
winnable.”

The strike will also keep up 
the pressure on new director 
Gabriele Finaldi, who will be 
in the gallery from next week, 
to intervene.

Finaldi  has st i l l  not 

responded to PCS requests 
for talks through conciliation 
service Acas.

PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka said, “We 
had asked the new director to 
step in to resolve this dispute 
before taking over but now 
his first week will be greeted 
by a continuous strike.”

The strikers have received 
widespread support from 
trade unions and campaigns.

Ronnie Draper, general 
secretary of the Bfawu union, 
and Rosa Pavanelli from the 
international public sector 
union group PSI both joined 
the picket line on Tuesday.

L a b o u r  M P  J o h n 
McDonnell also sent a mes-
sage of solidarity. And Labour 
leadership candidate Jeremy 
Corbyn has visited pickets.

But the strikers are in 
urgent need of support if they 
are to carry on fighting—they 
cannot be left to fight alone.

They are calling on differ-
ent trade unions to pick a day 
to organise solidarity around. 
This could mean visiting the 
picket line, collecting at 
work or sending messages of 
solidarity.

A victory for the gallery 
workers will prove that it is 
possible to resist the wider 
Tory attacks on workers and 
trade unions.

Ronnie Draper said, “The 
Tories economic miracle has 
always been based on privati-
sation and screwing workers. 
We’ve got to make sure that 
we win this.

“You can win this dispute—
you will win this dispute”.
Urgent appeal for donations. 
Sort code 08 60 01, account 
no 20169002. Cheques to 
PCS Culture Media and Sport 
Association, c/o PCS North 
West Region, Jack Jones 
House, 1 Islington, Liverpool 
L3 8EG 
Visit the picket lines from 
9-11am every day and 
5-6.30pm on Fridays. 
Contact strikers at 
noprivatisationatng@gmail.com 
Visit the facebook page  
No Privatisation at the 
National GalleryPICKETS OUTSIDE the gallery on the first day of the all out strike Picture:  Guy Smallman

The new 
director’s first 
week will be 
greeted by a 
strike

‘‘ 
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