
The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 

North Sea oil bosses are pushing cuts that put  
the lives of those on oil rigs at risk. 
Workers building resistance spoke to 
 to Raymie  Kiernan >>>Pages 10&11 

DANGER ZONE CULTURAL VULTURES  

Ken Olende looks at how racism distorts culture 
and produces toxic stereotypes. He argues for 
class solidarity that our rulers fear in opposition 
to ‘cultural appropriation’  >>Pages 14&15

IF WE FIGHT  
 WE CAN WIN

Victimised union rep Candy Udwin slams Trade Union Bill
SACKED PCS union rep Candy 
Udwin won her reinstatement after 
an all-out strike at the National 
Gallery.

Candy said, “Our campaign 
showed that strikes work, that  
solidarity works. If we all did that  
 together, then 

w e  w o u l d 
h a v e  t h e  

power to stop the Tories.”
Around 100,000 people marched in 

Manchester last Sunday outside the 
Tory Party conference. 

The TUC called the demonstra-
tion against austerity, and against 
a vicious new clampdown on trade 
union rights.

Candy warned, “They are coming 
for us. 

“The Tories are bringing in the 
Trade Union Bill and managers are 
victimising us—because they’re 
scared of us. 

“They want to stop us fighting  
back. 

“Much of what we did would be 
harder under the Trade Union Bill. 

“ S o c i a l  m e d i a  h e l p e d
>>continued on page 4

100,000 MARCH ON TORY SCUM
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HILLSBOROUGH

‘Inspector put 
words in my 
mouth’—ex cop
A FORMER police officer 
has told a court that a West 
Midlands Police (WMP) 
officer pressured him to 
change his evidence on the 
1989 Hillsborough disaster.

Derek Bruder, a Merseyside 
Police constable at the time, 
attended the match as a fan. 

Inquests into the deaths of 
96 Liverpool fans continue. 
>>Page 7

NATIONAL GALLERY

Strikers march 
back to work as 
rep is reinstated 
NATIONAL GALLERY strikers 
marched back into work on 
Monday of this week after 
beating bosses’ attacks on 
their terms and conditions.

Gallery bosses have 
conceded to nearly all of 
the PCS union members’  
demands—including the 
reinstatement of sacked 
union rep Candy Udwin. 
>>Page 3

ANTI-RACISM

Rulers’ empty 
rhetoric leaves 
refugees to rot 
A MONTH after David 
Cameron pledged to take 
in 20,000 Syrians from 
refugee camps near Syria, 
details remain vague. 

The Home Office stated 
that some refugees have 
arrived, but won’t say how 
many or where they are.
>>Page 8
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lTHE TORIES are launching the 
Conservative Workers and Trade 

Union Movement for all those “mod-
erate” workers out there.

Presumably this will appeal to 
the millions who support workers’ 
rights but also like the Tories?

Deputy party chair Rob Halfon 
said it would be for “the many, 
not the few”. Hear hear.

Hard working tax breaks for  
the hard working millionaires
DAVID CAMERON claims 
he will leave office hav-
ing made the Tories the 
party of “ordinary working 
families”. 

So on 30 April this year 
Cameron said he would not 
cut tax credits. 

He lied.
Cameron is famously an 

old Etonian—so are his key 
advisors. 

London mayor Boris 
Johnson is an old Etonian 
as is the man chosen by 
the Tories to succeed him, 
Zac Goldsmith. But at least 
Goldsmith was expelled.

George Osborne is not an 
old Etonian—yet he gives 
them a run for their money in 
the privilege stakes by being 
the multimillionaire heir to a 
baronetcy. 

Osborne said workers were 
key to the Tory vision. 

He claimed they didn’t 

need trade unions going out 
on strike—and instead “these 
people need to know we are 
on their side” and to “trust 
us”.

Osborne did raise the 
threshold in July at which 
inheritance tax is paid  

from £325,000 per person to 
£500,000. 

This means couples will be 
able to pass on assets worth 
up to £1 million without 
paying any inheritance tax 
at all. 

The party of workers.

lTORY MP Liam Fox 
called for savage and  

permanent cuts to pensioner 
benefits at a meeting of the 
Taxpayers’ Alliance.

The former defence sec-
retary said now was a 
“great opportunity” to make  
sweeping cuts in welfare 
spending while the Labour 
Party is not such a “great 
threat”.

At the same meeting 
at the Tories’ party con-
ference in Manchester,  
Taxpayers’ Alliance research 
director Alex Wild also  
spoke. 

The publicity shy boss 
said pensioners hit by cuts to 
winter fuel payments “may 
not be around” by the next 
election. 

He added others may not 
remember who put the policy 
in place.

Nice people.

lDEPOSED Australian prime minister 
Tony Abbott is regretting his decision 

to award a knighthood to prince Philip for 
his years of “service and dedication”.

People in Australia weren’t too happy 
about it, asking what exactly he had 
contributed to their country. 

Abbott has now accepted the point, 
saying, “obviously it was an injudicious 
appointment”.

 Vote for me and I’ll  
 show up! says Lord
A BY-ELECTION has come 
up for a hereditary peer 
after the retirement of 
Viscount Montgomery 
of Alamein.

Candidates have 
to submit a 75-word 
statement to explain why 
peers should vote for them.

Ex-banker Lord 
Aldington got straight 
to the point.

 “A home in 
SW1 permits good 
attendance,” he wrote.

He didn’t  
confirm how long he’d stay 
in the House of Lords once  
there, however.

l LABOUR mayor 
Fred Johnson has 

apologised after posting 
some hilarious “jokes” 
about refugees.

The South Wales 
mayor for the Vale of 
Glamorgan posted 
various doctored images 
on his Facebook page.

They included a picture 
of a plane carrying 
refugees into Britain with 
one hanging by his  
neck from a  
noose.

Johnson said, “I never 
intended to cause anyone  
any offence or upset.”

He has closed  
his Facebook  
page.

To tie or not to tie? 
That is the question
THE DAILY Mail has 
taken the campaign 
against Jeremy Corbyn’s 
lack of ties a step 
further, turning its guns 
on the BBC’s “tieless” 
Robert Peston too.

ITV news presenter 
Alastair Stewart weighed 
into the “debate” 
over ties last week.

He said, “For me,  
a neck-tie is  
non-negotiable. I was 
honoured to be made 
Tie Wearer of The Year 
in 1991 for wearing one 
throughout the first 
Gulf War, despite Scud 
missiles and whatever.”

Troublemaker will be 
interested to see which 
lucky chap wins this 

year’s coveted award. 
Meanwhile Stewart 

also thinks a “lounge 
suit” for newsreaders 
is a “racy concession 
to modernism”.

lFOR THE ladies, 
the Mail focused on 

the “devilishly difficult 
to store” scarves.

One article last week 
instructed women to 
attach shower curtain 
rings to a coathanger to 
keep scarves “tidy”.

Prince Philip—not big in Australia

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s important 
to do the stuff 
behind the 
scenes’
Prince Harry in a “behind the 
scenes” exclusive interview 
about his charity work

‘I’ve spent  
10 years doing 
something  
I really love being 
hidden away from 
the limelight’
Harry on page 2 of the 
exclusive

‘They are not 
there to shoot 
people’
Manchester cops explain why 
snipers were overlooking the 
TUC demo last weekend

‘Brainwashed 
cult’
Daily Express columnist Leo 
McKinstry complains about 
Jeremy Corbyn’s popularity

‘Move on’
David Cameron’s tactful 
advice for people who want 
reparations for slavery

‘Grotesque horror 
of a nuclear 
holocaust’
What Jeremy Corbyn’s refusal 
to launch deadly weapons will 
lead to, according to Labour 
MP John Woodcock

‘We should all 
move to China’
Boss Lord Alan Sugar’s advice 
on what to do if Corbyn 
becomes prime minister

BUNGLING BARON Osborne

ALL RISE

£2,000
The amount Tory 
chancellor Gerorge 
Osborne claims a 
household will be better 
off by at the time of the 
next election 

£1,800
The amount the 
Resolution think tank 
say a household will in 
fact lose every year from 
Osborne’s cuts

Stop the scare 
stories... says 
the Express
THE DAILY Express 
newspaper got angry last 
week, just for a change.

It ran a story claiming 
a Labour council had 
removed a cross from a 
crematorium so it wouldn’t 
cause offence.

The Express whined, 
“We are constantly 
assailed with stories of 
people who have been 
ordered not to wear a 
crucifix.”

Yes—by the Daily  
Express.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7819 1180
Circulation
020 7819 1171

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 42184
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SW8 2WD@

KNOW YOUR 
ENEMY
No. 96 
Kelvin MacKenzie 
Former editor of the Scum
lMacKenzie slandered 
Liverpool fans after the 
1989 Hillsborough football 
disaster
lHe now writes a column 
for the Sun and still  
seems obsessed with 
Liverpool
lLast week he raged 
against union leaders, 
especially “that  
Liverpool tosser Len 
McCluskey”

Fred Johnson 



SOLIDARITY
‘Strike showed 
you can fight’
“THE NATIONAL Gallery 
showed us that you can 
stand up and fight. 

“They’ve stopped a two 
tier workforce and got 
their union rep reinstated. 

“It will really make a 
difference to everyone 
who’s fighting back.”
Anne Drinkell,  
health campaigner,  
west London

‘Great to see 
workers win’
“ABSOLUTELY delighted 
to see a group of workers 
stand up and win.

“We’re part of the same 
industry—culture—which 
is being privatised.”

“That’s why we’ve 
been supporting them 
throughout their fight.”
Martin Brown,  
Equity actors’ union

‘Strike has 
inspired us’
“THINGS CAN seem a 
bit isolated in Wales, 
especially if you are on 
the museum’s smaller 
sites. 

“But everything that’s 
happened has inspired 
us—and we’ve learned so 
much with the solidarity.

“They’ve fought so long, 
but got so much support. 

“When you are under 
attack from an aggressive 
management—you have to 
fight back.”
Katy, PCS member, 
National Museum of Wales

‘This is just 
the beginning’
“THE REAL question now 
is—what is next? 

“This is just the 
beginning of the fight for 
us.

“We’re going to use 
our success to launch 
a campaign across 
museums and galleries.”
Clara Paillard, 
PCS culture president

Subscribe!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’ll receive 20 pages of news, 
analysis and political debate every 
week for just £5 a month.

For more details phone
020 7819 1171 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk

Gallery strikers march back to 
work with their rep reinstated
by NICK CLARK

NATIONAL Gallery strikers 
marched back to work on 
Monday of this week after 
beating bosses’ attacks 
on their terms and condi-
tions. They had been on  
111 days of strikes against 
privatisation.

Gallery bosses conceded 
nearly all their demands—
including reinstating sacked 
PCS union rep Candy Udwin, 
who will return to her exist-
ing job.

Strikers voted to suspend 
their all-out action on Friday 
of last week, pending minis-
terial approval and a ballot of 
PCS members at the gallery. 

Although privatisation has 
not been stopped, strikers have 
secured vital concessions.

Deal
Speaking at a Unite the 
Resistance rally in Manchester 
last Sunday, Candy said, “It is 
the best kind of deal if you are 
going to be working for a pri-
vate company.

“We have won a guaran-
tee that terms and conditions 
cannot be changed without 
consulting PCS. New starters 
will have broadly comparable 
terms and conditions to us, 
which is absolutely fantastic.

“We’ve won union recogni-
tion, and we won the Living 
Wage during the dispute. We 
have guarantees over staffing 
levels and rosters—and I’ll be 
going back to work as well.”

The concessions are impor-
tant. The deal that gallery 
bosses signed with security firm 
Securitas in August threatened 
workers’ terms and conditions.

Around two thirds of gallery 

jobs will be outsourced in 
November when Securitas take 
over some gallery services.

It boasts that “private secu-
rity companies are able to pay 
their staff at a lower rate” 
than public sector workers.

But the guarantee of 
“broadly comparable” con-
tracts for new workers means 
they cannot be used to erode 
existing terms and conditions.

And the deal recognises PCS 
as the union in the gallery.

License
Strikers worried they would 
be forced to train for an SIA 
security guard’s license. 

The deal means that they 
can choose which level of the 
license they apply for. 

And there will be support 
for anyone who cannot com-
plete the training.

But the reinstatement of 
Candy is one of the biggest 

victories of the strike. The fact 
that it was one of the strikers’ 
key demands is the reason she 
is getting her job back.

One striker said, “It was 
very emotional. To have 
Candy come back was funda-
mental to the campaign.”

The gallery workers are 
determined to continue the 
fight with a campaign in 
defence of museums and gal-
leries across Britain.

Workers at  museums 
and galleries in Wales and 
Scotland are currently fight-
ing attacks on their pay. 

And galleries such as York 
Art Gallery have introduced 
entrance fees as a result of 

funding cuts.
One striker said, “We feel 

like we’ve come a long way. 
But there’s also a feeling we 
have to take it further—and 
we are going to take it further.

“We’re still opposed to the 
fact that a private firm is going 
to be running the gallery.”

And Candy said, “We have 
to build a national campaign 
that says museums and gal-
leries should be free and 
publicly-run. And we will be 
fighting for renationalisation 
at the National Gallery.”

Candy is speaking at the 
Unite the Resistance national 
conference, Sat 14 Nov, central 
London. uniteresist.org

STRIKERS CELEBRATE news of the deal last week (above). Gallery director Gabriele 
Finaldi and Candy exchange views on the picket line (left) Pictures: Guy smallman and socialist Worker

‘Union battles must point to political alternative’
THE ALL-OUT strike at the 
National Gallery is a brilliant 
example of how to organise 
effective resistance in the 
workplace.

Solidarity from across the 
working class was key to 
helping the strikers beat the 
bosses. 

More than 130,000 people 
signed an online petition in 
support of the strikers and 
against privatisation.

More importantly, 
supporters from trade union 
branches and campaign 
groups across the country 
donated £150,000 to the 
solidarity strike fund to help 
the strikers keep fighting.

Candy thanked Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn and 
shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell for their support 
“right from the beginning”.

She said, “It was fantastic 
to have the leader of the 
Labour Party tell TUC 
conference that they 
supported our strike.” 

Network
But Candy said that the main 
thanks from the strikers went 
to “the network of people 
who want to stand up for an 
alternative to austerity and 
the politics of the Tory party 
conference”.

She added, “Trade union 

battles are not just about 
terms and conditions. 

“The reason we got the 
support we did is because we 
connected with the people 
who want to see a political 
alternative.”

The main lesson is that 
striking works. Candy said, 
“A lot of us feel we should 
have went for all-out action 
earlier. 

“As soon as we did 
that, the support we got 
exploded.

“And if we can do that 
at just one gallery think 
what we could do as a 
movement if we all did it 
together.”

Heads were held high on 
strikers’ return to work
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 Manchester  
 echoes with  
 rage at Tory  
 conference
A big turnout on last Sunday’s TUC 
march shows a growing mood to 
fight, Socialist Worker reports

MANCHESTER’S STREETS were 
filled with the spirit of resistance 
last Sunday as tens of thou-
sands marched on the Tory party 
conference.

Up to 100,000 people joined the 
TUC demonstration. Its size and 
anger showed a mood to take on 
the Tories.

Michael Byrne, a Unite rep at 
Coventry City council, said, “This 
is a carnival full of hope. It shows 
you people are prepared to fight 
austerity.” 

Disability rights groups, Stand up 
to Racism activists defending refu-
gees and activists calling for the 
scrapping of Trident all joined the 
march.

Many young people brought 
homemade banners—and pig masks 
were popular.

Protesters shouting “Tory scum” 
egged one young Tory going into the 
conference.

On the way to Manchester hated 
minister Iain Duncan Smith popped 
into services on the M6 to pick up a 
right wing newspaper. It was full of 
people on coaches up to the march.

One protester told Socialist 
Worker, “I got right in his face and 
called him a murderer and said 
he should be ashamed. He looked 
shaken and scuttled out.”

The question for many marchers 

was what sort of struggle can stop 
the Tories’ attacks. 

Some protesters were hopeful 
about the impact of Jeremy Corbyn 
becoming Labour leader. There were 
more Labour banners out than on 
many recent protests.

Corbyn
Derby North Labour Party had 
already produced one featuring 
Corbyn’s picture. 

Katy from Manchester admired 
his policies but wanted him to stick 
to them. She said, “He’s a man of 
principle, but he needs to not try to 
be all things to all people.”

BACK STORY
Sunday’s TUC demonstration 
was called against cuts and the 
Tories’ new anti-union bill
lTwo days earlier a long-running 
strike at the National Gallery won 
many of its demands
lUp to 100,000 people 
marched. Similar demonstrations 
mobilised 50,000 people in 2011 
and 30,000 in 2013
lOther protests this year saw big 
turnouts in a mood for change 
that also saw left winger Jeremy 
Corbyn elected Labour leader

Many wanted the demo to be the 
start of a bigger fightback. Matthew, 
marching with a placard reading 
“The only good Tory is a supposi-
tory”, told Socialist Worker, “This is 
about removing the Conservatives—
not just putting pressure on them.”

For many marchers this meant 
defending the right to strike (see 
right).

Nik Hughes from the Hovis Bfawu 
union branch in Wigan said at a rally 
along the route, “The Tories want to 
bring in new anti-strike laws because 
strikes work.”

Sacked steel workers from Redcar 
marched at the front. Unite leader 

Len McCluskey rolled up his sleeves 
to march with them, but is not offer-
ing to lead a fight to defend their 
jobs (see page 19).

Redcar shows that it isn’t only 
Tory laws that can hold back work-
ers’ resistance. Trade union leaders 
need to be forced to take a lead. 

Junior doctors and medical stu-
dents marched from the Manchester 
Royal Infirmary.

Their demand for what to do next 
was clear as they chanted, “Strike, 
strike, strike!”

The march made its way around 
the heavily defended venue of the 
conference. In the brief moments 

when the building was visible the 
chants and drumming became 
deafening.

Some 3,000 people attended an 
open air People’s Assembly rally 
at the end of the march. Singer 
Charlotte Church said, “This is not 
a radical fringe. This is a growing 
social movement.”

Manchester showed the potential 
for serious resistance. The challenge 
is to build it.

On other pages...
Labour gives dangerous mixed 
message on migration >>Page 17

WORKERS FROM across Britain joined the demonstration  Picture: Guy Smallman

‘If we fight, we can all win’
>>continued from 
page 1
us reach people and 
raise funds. It would 
be monitored under 
the new laws.”

But the gallery 
workers have shown 
how such attacks can 
be beaten. Candy said, 
“We have to take the 
new mood to fight 
back and aim to stop 
it being passed.

“The trade union 
movement has to stick 

to its guns and oppose 
all the legislation.

“And if this law 
does go through, 
then we have to be 

prepared to make it 
unworkable. 

 “Perhaps the Tories 
have gone too far. If 
they make it illegal to 
fight back then they 
will find that the law 
gets broken.

“We now need to 
develop confidence—
so people know if 
they fight, they’ll have 
support and if they 
fight, they can win. 

“That’s the lesson 
of our dispute.”The yolk’s on you—Tory activist regrets taunting crowd

Saturday 14 November
Speakers include:
Shadow chancellor John McDonnell, 
Green Party leader Natalie Bennett,  
FBU general secretary Matt Wrack, 
NUT deputy gen sec Kevin Courtney, 
National Gallery PCS rep Candy Udwin 
All speakers in a personal capacity
Book online or find out more 
at uniteresist.org
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 Draconian anti-union law  
 isn’t going to resist itself
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

UNITE UNION general 
secretary Len 
McCluskey offered 
last week to abandon 
opposition to a key 
section of David 
Cameron’s new Trade 
Union Bill.

If the Tories allow 
electronic voting 
in industrial action 
ballots, he said Unite 
“would be comfortable 
about accepting” 
thresholds and time 
limits that could rule 
many ballots out.

This angered 
many people on last 
Sunday’s TUC march.

Mark, a Unison 
union member from 
London, said, “I 
don’t agree with Len 
McCluskey at all. If we 
make a concession on 
one thing then they’ll 
just come for another.” 

Helen, a Unison 
member from 
Bridgend, said, “The 
Tories are attacking 
us because of union 
leaders saying things 
like that.”

The Unite leader 
told Socialist 
Worker, “If we get 
workplace ballots the 
threshold becomes 
an irrelevance. Trust 
me—I’ve been in 

enough disputes and 
enough ballots to last 
a lifetime.

“It puts the Tories 
on the back foot. 
They’re going to have 
to now demonstrate 
either they have to 
reach that type of 
agreement with us or 
we’ll expose them for 
being disingenuous.”

Surrender
Electronic voting is 
attractive for union 
leaders as a way to cut 
costs. But signalling 
surrender, even on just 
one aspect of the bill, 
will only embolden the 
Tories.

They want union 
leaders to fear the 
laws, police their own 
members and stifle 
action.

Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn rightly 
says he opposes all 
measures in the bill. 
Councillors in every 
area could follow 
the lead of those in 

Scotland and refuse to 
implement them.

But beating them 
will require building 
struggle and solidarity. 
At the end of the TUC 
demo a 450-strong 
Unite the Resistance 
rally tapped into a 
mood to do that.

Reinstated PCS 
union rep Candy 
Udwin paid tribute to 
the support that had 
helped sustain the 
fight at the National 
Gallery (see page 3).

Barnet Unison 
secretary John 
Burgess praised the 
strikers for defending 
their rep, saying, “It’s 
about time other 
unions did the same.”

John also said his 
branch would strike 
when the TUC lobbies 
parliament over the 
bill on 2 November. 
Others should do the 
same. As Bfawu union 
president Ian Hodson 
argued, “To defend the 
right to strike we have 
to use it.”

Sean Vernell from 
Unite the Resistance 
agreed, “If there’s one 
thing they are most 
frightened of it is 
organised labour.”
Protest at parliament 
against Trade Union Bill, 
Tue 13 Oct, 5pm. 
Rally inside at 6pm 

Anger 
sets the 
agenda
by NICK CLARK  
in Manchester

SOME 1,000 people 
filled Manchester 
cathedral to hear 
Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn speak 
on Monday night—
with another 7,000 
outside.

The rally was 
called by the CWU 
union as part of 
its People’s Post 
campaign. But 
Corbyn was clearly 
the main attraction.

Cheers from the 
crowd outside the 
cathedral let those 
inside know that 
Corbyn had arrived 
before he even 
entered the hall.

The groundswell 
of support that 
gathered around 

Corbyn’s election 
campaign is still 
growing.

Earlier that day 
Disabled People 
Against Cuts (Dpac) 
activists blockaded 
the entrance to 
the “ring of steel” 
that protected the 
conference venue.

They threw 
coloured balls at Tory 
delegates, including 
London mayor Boris 
Johnson and justice 
secretary Michael 
Gove.

They were later 

joined by students 
marching against 
Tory plans to scrap 
student maintenance 
grants.

It was part of a 
week of resistance 
throughout the Tory 
conference.

More actions were 
planned on Tuesday 
and Wednesday of 
this week, including 
a Refugees Welcome 
Here protest called 
by Stand Up to 
Racism.
Longer reports at 
socialistworker.co.uk

Unite’s Len McCluskey

Disabled protesters harangue Tory delegates
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

IT’S THE BEST OF TIMES 
AND THE WORST OF TIMES

 M
ANCHESTER this 
week was a tale of 
two cities. One is 
behind the police 
cordons and giant 

metal security fence. Within this 
enclosure the rich and powerful 
mixed in comfort.

A tiny, privileged elite knocked 
back champagne at the Tory party 
conference.

They make decisions that affect 
the lives of the millions on the 
other side of the fence.

These vile specimens lined up 
on the stage to compete over who 
was going to cause most damage 
to the poorest people in Britain. 

Theresa May repeated their 
favourite slurs about immigrants.

Dignity
The richest member of the 
cabinet, Jeremy Hunt, declared that 
the working poor who claimed 
benefits had no “dignity” and 
demanded they work longer. 

David Cameron was set to 
announce that parents of children 
who truanted could have their 
child benefit cut. 

They are on the rampage. No 
wonder they need to meet inside 
a fortress.  

On the other side of the fence 

and the lines of armed cops is a 
very different Manchester. 

It is working class, multiracial, 
and angry. Up to 100,000 took to 
the streets to say they have had 
enough of Tory attacks. 

Here homeless people sleep on 
the streets and face harassment 
from the police, but solidarity 
from ordinary people. 

Here activists organise to 
welcome refugees and collect 
money to support those trapped 
in Calais. Here disabled people 
protest and defy the assumptions 
that they will not fight back. 

Here the newly elected leader of 
the Labour Party speaks to more 
people at an overspill street rally 
than Cameron was set to address 

in his keynote conference speech.
This side of Manchester 

shows that the Tories don’t have 
everything their own way.

Everyone who wants to bring 
them down has bigger spring in 
their step with the victory of 
Jeremy Corbyn. His success and 
the thousands who flooded to his 
meetings show that people are 
yearning for political change.

Alternatives
Now there is public debate about 
alternatives to austerity, nuclear 
war and racism. We need to push 
everywhere for alternatives to be 
put into practice. 

There is no need to play by the 
Tories’ rules. Labour does not 
need to accept the idea that we 
“need to live within our means” 
or get rid of the “deficit”.

Instead when George Osborne 
gives local councils more powers 
to cut business taxes, Labour 
councils should refuse to make 
cuts and put up business taxes. 

Most of all what this side of 
Manchester shows is that for all 
the Tories’ guff about being a party 
for workers they are hated by the 
majority of workers. 

And when workers fight, they 
can win.

ECHOES OF AN EGGING
 TERRIBLE VIOLENCE marred 

last Sunday’s protest against 
the Tories in Manchester. It 

was a sorry day for the movement 
against austerity.

One whole Tory got pelted with 
one whole egg. This became, “Hard 
left protesters hurled eggs at Tory 
supporters” in The Sun newspaper.

It complained that a mob 
was “vilifying and intimidating 
opponents”.

Other Tories were sworn at! 
Some got called Tory scum. A 
couple of journalists were spat at.

The dramatic scale of the 
violence was clear from the 
police response. “Protests turn 
nasty with four arrests,” the Daily 
Telegraph newspaper “reported”.

If all that wasn’t bad enough, 
some Tory delegates were kept 
awake by a rave.

Tory adviser Lynton Crosby 
blamed Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn. “He is turning up to rallies 
and inciting this kind of violent 
behaviour where people are spitting 
and throwing eggs,” he explained.

The Sun went for Charlotte 

Church after the singer attended 
the protest. It dedicated two pages, 
an editorial, an opinion piece plus a 
splash on its front page to attacking 
her on Tuesday of this week.

Of course Socialist Worker 
wants to join the rush to condemn 
such violence. How dare working 
class people have the nerve to 
show their anger at the Tories?

Instead we should meekly 
swallow the cuts and accept 
our place in the world—and let 
our rulers get on with the real 
violence of wrecking our lives.

This other city 
shows that the 
Tories don’t have 
everything their 
own way 
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 Syria’s a battlefield  
 of imperial rivalry
RUSSIA’S MILITARY intervention in Syria has confirmed 
the most basic reality of the war—outside powers 
increasingly dominate Syria’s fate. 

The war in Syria emerged from a genuine popular 
revolution, which swept the country in the wake of the 
revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt in 2011.  

President Bashar al-Assad’s regime launched a sectarian 
civil war in order to save itself. That strategy worked, but at 
a high price. Assad has to date preserved his regime, but he’s 
lost control of large swathes of the country. 

Moreover, during his father Hafez al-Assad’s reign 
between 1971 and 2000 the regime strove to maintain 
independence from the superpowers and Israel.

Now the superpowers are there—the US bombing Isis, 
Russia apparently targeting a wide range of anti-Assad 
groups. Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar are backing 
assorted Sunni jihadis and Iran’s Islamic Republican regime 
and ally, the Lebanese Shiite movement Hizbollah, are 
propping up Assad. 

Even Isis, which now controls much of eastern Syria, is 
fundamentally an Iraqi movement.

Syria’s disintegration is a major reason the war continues. 
The rival outside powers are busy pursuing their own 
political objectives—most fundamentally either the removal 
or the preservation of the Assad regime. Short of success, 
they are not interested in ending the war.

Sections of the left are sympathetic to the Russian 
intervention. This attitude reveals a peculiar form of 
blindness, which perceives only the West as imperialism. 

It fails to acknowledge that Russia too is an imperialist 
power pursuing its own economic and geopolitical interests.

It looks as if Russian president Vladimir Putin decided 
to intervene in Syria because Assad’s military position was 
becoming weaker. 

If Assad were to fall, Russia would lose its main ally in the 
Middle East. It would also lose a valuable bargaining chip in 
pushing the US and the European Union to end the sanctions 
they imposed on Russia over the Ukraine crisis. 

Scuppered 
Russia deploying fighters and the powerfully armed cruiser 
Moskva has scuppered Western plans to impose a no-fly zone 
on Assad. Putin bitterly regrets allowing Nato to use such 
a zone in Libya in 2011 to tip the balance against deposed 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi.

Patrick Cockburn in The Independent newspaper offers 
a sophisticated defence of the Russian intervention. He 
writes, “Overall, it is better to have Russia fully involved in 
Syria than on the sidelines … It can keep Assad in power 
in Damascus, but the power to do so means that it can also 
modify his behaviour and force movement towards reducing 
violence, local ceasefires and sharing power regionally.”

The logic of this argument is that propping up Assad 
might force the US and its allies to agree to partition Syria. 
But there’s no sign that US president Barack Obama is 
interested.

He made an extraordinary comment after Russia started 
bombing. He said, “We’re not going to make Syria into a 
proxy war between the United States and Russia. That would 
be bad strategy on our part.” 

Bad strategy? Isn’t there something more fundamentally 
dangerous about the militaries of what are still the two great 
nuclear superpowers rubbing up against each other in Syria?

Last year Obama famously admitted he didn’t have a 
strategy for dealing with Isis. He still doesn’t. Everyone 
knows bombing won’t defeat Isis.  

The Pentagon has a “train-and-equip” programme aimed 
at turning “moderate” Syrian rebels into an effective fighting 
force. Last week it was partly suspended after some of the 
most recent trainees handed over weapons and trucks to 
Jabhat al-Nusra, the Al Qaida affiliate in Syria.

The most fundamental flaw in the idea of partitioning 
Syria is that the greatest victor in the struggle for territory 
has been Isis. Yet even if the US and the other powers were 
willing to negotiate with it, there’s absolutely no reason to 
believe that Isis would play ball. 

And there’s not much prospect of the US or Russia, which 
is also relying on air power, militarily defeating Isis.  

So the terrible meat-grinder, alas, will continue.

 Shaker Aamer still fears for  
 his life from more US torture 
by KEN OLENDE

SHAKER AAMER,  the 
last British resident held 
in the US prison camp 
at Guantanamo Bay, still 
faces brutal treatment 
even though he is up for 
release.

He said he still fears for his 
life. “It means nothing that 
they have signed papers,” 
Shaker said. “Anything can 
happen before I get out. So if 
I die, it will be the full respon-
sibility of the Americans.”

He was detained in 2001 
in Afghanistan, where he was 
working for a charity.

The US has admitted 
since 2007 that it has no evi-
dence against him. His law-
yers believe they’ve held him 
so long because he has wit-
nessed so much torture. 

Shaker Aamer explained 
his fears in an extensive inter-
view with the Mail on Sunday 
newspaper. 

Screaming 
He said, “In here, I am laugh-
ing, I am joking, but I am also 
screaming. The wound I carry 
lies deep inside, and I know 
this wound will start gushing 
as soon as I leave this place.”

But on top of this he has 
been on hunger strike since  
3 August in protest at a recent 
assault.

The Forcible Cell Extraction 
(FCE) team provide “disci-
pline” in Guantanamo’s cells. 

Shaker asked, “How are 
you going to feel when the 
FCE team comes at you with 
a full crew? Six military 
police wearing full protec-
tive gear, looking like Darth 
Vaders from the film Star 
Wars, crouching behind their 
plexiglas shields. 

“The (OIC) Officer in 

Charge, the Assistant OIC and 
the Watch Commander. The 
Observer Guard, who will 
write down everything that 
happens to the second. 

“The Camera Guard, who 
will film this full-scale assault 
on one small detainee who is 
apparently such a threat to 
this overwhelming force. 

“The Corpsman, who 
is there to make sure the 
detainee stays alive. And the 

navy personnel who come 
along just to watch.”

Two years ago Shaker  
provided a statement on the 
torture he has suffered and 
witnessed to Scotland Yard. 
The Mail published a draft of 
the report.

He described what hap-
pened when he was first 
held in Afghanistan. “I felt 
someone grab my head and 
start beating my head into 
the back wall—so hard that 
my head was bouncing,” he 
wrote. 

“I later learned that this 
was a special technique that 
they used called ‘walling’.”

Ibn al-Shaykh al-Libi was 
held in the next cage at 
Bagram air base. His con-
fession under torture was 
behind the lie that Iraq had 

weapons of mass destruction.
Shaker thought al-Libi had 

died when he was removed in 
a coffin. But he was actually 
being rendered to Egypt. 

Shaker talked of meeting 
a British agent while being 
held at a base in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan. 

 He said, “I had been badly 
beaten on arrival, then kept 
for four days and nights on 
the ground in the freezing 
cold. 

“He asked whether I would 
like him to interrogate me on 
behalf of the Americans. I 
asked him if he would help 
me resolve my situation. He 
said no, he would not.

“I eventually said what-
ever anyone wanted to hear. 
I have no real idea what I 
said.”

SCENES TAKEN from inside Guantanamo Bay prison 
camp where Shaker Aamer (left) is being held 

New rules target Palestine solidarity movement
THE TORIES plan to force 
through rules to stop 
councils from boycotting 
Israel.

Proposed pension 
legislation changes aims 
to stop councils from 
boycotting or divesting 
from foreign countries 
or the British defence 
industry.

The move is clearly 
aimed at at the Boycott 
Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) campaign. BDS 
targets companies 
profiting from Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine.

Tory aides said the 
legislation was supposed 

to stop “militant actions of 
left wing councils”. 

The move comes as the 
BDS campaign is gathering 
strength.

A few local councils 
in Britain are already 
implementing BDS 
policies. 

Leicester City Council 
passed a resolution last 
year to boycott products 
made in illegal Israeli 
settlements in the West 
Bank.

And earlier this year 
outsourcer Veolia ended all 
its business in Israel. 

BDS campaigners had 
forced at least ten councils 

in Britain to end waste 
management contracts 
with Veolia.

A recent World Bank 
report has also shown 
that a boycott of Israeli 
goods in the Palestinian 
territories alone had cost 
over £300 million between 
2013 and 2014.

And the BDS campaign 
elsewhere is helping to 
isolate Israel and build 
support for Palestinians 
internationally.

That’s why the Tories 
want to stop BDS—and 
why it’s important to keep 
up the pressure.
Nick Clark A Palestine protest in Leicester 
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‘Inspector 
put words in 
my mouth,’ 
says ex cop
by SADIE ROBINSON 

A FORMER police officer has 
told a court that a West Midlands 
Police (WMP) officer pressured 
him to change his evidence on 
the 1989 Hillsborough disaster.

Derek Bruder, a Merseyside Police 
constable at the time, attended the 
football match as a fan.

Bruder gave evidence on Friday 
of last week to fresh inquests into 
the deaths of some 96 Liverpool 
fans who died after a crush at the 
Sheffield stadium.

He told the court that he saw 15 
year old victim Kevin Williams lying 
on the pitch after the crush. 

Bruder said he was “absolutely 
confident” that he saw “extremely 
noticeable” movements of Kevin’s 
head. 

He “definitely” felt a pulse in 
Kevin’s neck and cleared a “vomit-
like substance” from his mouth.

He said Kevin was unconscious 
but alive.

Detailing
Bruder made a statement on  
27 April 1989 detailing his inter-
actions with Kevin. He signed a 
revised statement on 3 May 1990 
after a visit from WMP inspector 
Matthew Sawyers. 

WMP was investigating South 
Yorkshire Police in the wake of the 
disaster.

Bruder told the court that the 
visit lasted for around six hours and 
ended with Sawyers writing a new 
statement for him.

The new statement said Bruder 
was “absolutely satisfied” that 
Kevin was not sick and that his 
view of Kevin’s movements was “an 
impression”.

It also said that Bruder “may have 
been mistaken” in his view that he 
felt a pulse.

Bruder said the atmosphere 
during Sawyers’ visit was “very 
strange” and that a less confi-
dent officer “would have felt 
intimidated”.

He said, “I was uncomfortable 
with some of the points and pos-
sibilities which were being put to 
me.”

Bruder said he looked through 
Sawyers’ notes when Sawyers vis-
ited the bathroom. He found “a 
handwritten sheet split into two 

sides” with “two lots of handwrit-
ten notes”.

On the left hand side it had ‘First 
statement’ and on the second side it 
had ‘Change to’.”

Bruder said Sawyers “kept refer-
ring to” this sheet during their 
discussions.

Sawyers rang Dr Slater from the 
coroner’s office during his visit so 
that Slater could talk to Bruder.

Bruder told the court that Slater 
said it was “highly unlikely” that 
Kevin had a pulse or was vomiting 
on the pitch.

Bruder said, “I felt under pres-
sure to concede to his medical supe-
riority.” Bruder agreed that his new 
statement was a “direct result” of 
his conversation with Slater.

In a statement Bruder said, “I 
felt strongly that DI Sawyers and 
Dr Slater had made a conscious and 
determined effort to put words into 
my mouth.”

Sawyers told the court that the 
coroner, Stefan Popper, had asked 
him to visit Bruder to “seek clarifi-
cation” over parts of his statement. 

He said everything he did “was 
done with integrity and with the 
best of intentions”.

Pete Weatherby QC questioned 
Sawyers on behalf of Kevin’s family. 
He pointed out that Popper would 
not consider evidence after 3.15pm.

Footage showed Kevin being  
carried out of pen 3 at 3.28pm.

Weatherby suggested that it was 
“very inconvenient” to have a police 
officer giving direct evidence of 
vital signs in a casualty who died. 
Sawyers disagreed.

The inquests continue.
Go to socialistworker.co.uk for more 

HILLSBOROUGH
Some 96 Liverpool fans died 
as a result of the Hillsborough 
disaster in 1989 
lThe Sun newspaper smeared 
fans and victims and blamed 
them for the deaths
lThe High Court quashed 
the original inquests into their 
deaths in December 2012 and 
ordered new ones
lFor Socialist Worker’s full 
coverage of the Hillsborough 
inquests go to  
tinyurl.com/psgovpk 

HILLSBOROUGH STADIUM in Sheffield during the disaster 

SCOTLAND

SNP slammed over payout to cronies 
as its MPs cash in on property deals
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

THE SCOTTISH National Party’s 
(SNP) teflon coating has begun 
to come unstuck after revelations 
of a handout to a big music 
promoter and MPs cashing in on 
property deals. 

MSPs grilled SNP culture 
minister Fiona Hyslop last 
week over a £150,000 Scottish 
government handout to a music 
festival run by DF Concerts.

There is a strong whiff of 
cronyism about the deal. 

Brokered 
Jennifer Dempsie, ex SNP leader 
Alex Salmond’s former special 
adviser, worked for DF Concerts 
at the time. She brokered the 
meeting that led to the payout.

Last week also saw the 
scandal grow over new SNP 
MP Michelle Thomson’s 
property deals—just as it 
was revealed that 16 SNP 
MPs make rather a lot of 
money from their own 
property portfolios.

A Scottish Solicitors’ Discipline 
Tribunal ruling said that Thomson 
had a “central role” in property 
deals that could have involved 
mortgage fraud. 

The Crown Office has ordered 
an investigation relating to 13 
suspect deals in 2010 and 2011 in 
which Thomson used the services 
of solicitor Christopher Hales.

Hales was struck off last 
year after being found guilty 
of professional misconduct in 
making the deals on behalf 
of Thomson and her business 
partner. 

The tribunal said Thomson 
“must have been aware that 

there was a possibility he was 
facilitating mortgage fraud, 
whether or not this occurred”.

Thomson and her husband 
have built up a property portfolio, 
worth £1.7 million, by buying 
homes at knockdown prices from 
families in financial hardship.

Tarnish
Since last year’s independence 
referendum and the SNP’s general 
election landslide victory it 
seemed that no amount of bad 
news could stick and tarnish the 
SNP’s progressive appearance. 

People see it as the best vehicle 
to achieve independence, even 
though the Scottish government’s 
record of cuts is at odds with its 
well cultivated “anti-austerity” 
image, 

But these scandals could well 
shear some of that support 

away. The party presents itself 
as an alternative to a shabby 
“Westminster elite” and on 
the side of ordinary people.

It seems the SNP has 
the capacity to be just as 
shabby as the rest.

Jennifer Dempsie and Alex Salmond
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  Rulers’ empty rhetoric is  
 leaving refugees to rot
by DAVE SEWELL

A MONTH after David Cameron 
pledged to take in 20,000 
Syrians from refugee camps 
near Syria, details remain vague. 

The Home Office stated that 
some refugees have arrived, but 
won’t say how many or where they 
are.

Cameron’s plan is an extension of 
the Vulnerable Persons Relocation 
Scheme (VPRS). Last year it was 
supposed to resettle 500 Syrian 
refugees, but only managed to find 
216.

Meanwhile the bodies of 95 refu-
gees who drowned trying to cross 
the Mediterranean washed ashore 
in Libya over the past week.

The plight of refugees seeking 
safety in Europe has inspired an 
outpouring of sympathy.

This has had some impact.
Glasgow council is the first in 

Scotland to announce it will wel-
come a handful of refugees.

It is set to receive 63 Syrians at 
the end of this month.

The first council in England to 
make a similar gesture is Bradford, 
where new arrivals will join 106 of 
last year’s VPRS refugees.

Cameron claims that he will 
deter refugees from making risky 
journeys by only helping people 
who have remained in refugee 
camps.

Dangerous
But without  the border controls he 
has tightened the journey would 
not be dangerous. 

There would be no hellish situ-
ation at Britain’s border in France.

Two men aged around 20 were 
killed trying to enter Britain from 
Calais last week.

An Iraqi was crushed by a pallet 
in the back of a lorry early on the 
Tuesday morning. An Eritrean 

was hit by a freight train in the 
Eurotunnel the following night.

They brought the total number 
of deaths to four in September 
alone, making it one of the deadli-
est months Calais has seen so far.

Those who stay there face an 
increasingly dire situation (see 
below). 

Around 200 mainly African 
migrants stormed the Channel 
Tunnel in the early hours of last 
Saturday morning.

Some 110 made it a third of the 
way along the tunnel before being 

rounded up by police. Trains were 
held up for eight hours.

A French police federation rep-
resentative claimed the charge 
was directed by “extreme left ele-
ments”—in particular British 
anarchists.

Britain’s right wing media seized 
on his claims.

The anarchist-led No Borders 
said it was “insulting and deeply 
racist” to argue that refugees “need 
us to lead them or show them how 
to fight”. It added that it supported 
the refugees’ actions.

Dozens of solidarity initiatives 
have brought aid and political sup-
port to the migrants in Calais. 

Activists are organising fundrais-
ing and rallies across Britain (see 
page 18) for a convoy on Saturday 
of next week.

It is organised by Stand Up to 
Racism and the Social Work Action 
Network is sending activists.

As well as bringing donations, 
they plan to march alongside the 
refugees in protest against the for-
tified border.
Join the convoy at bit.ly/1RqQqjd

REFUGEES QUEUE for food near burning rubbish in the ‘jungle’ camp near Calais

IN BRIEF
Portuguese right 
loses its majority
PORTUGAL’S RIGHT wing 
government lost its majority in 
parliament to parties of the left 
in a general election last Sunday. 

Prime minister Pedro Passos 
Coelho will remain in office with 
minority support.

His coalition has implemented 
painful austerity on behalf of 
Portugal’s international creditors. 

But the opposition Socialist 
Party led the government that 
began the “bailout” and remains 
signed up to it.

Anti-austerity left groups won 
almost one in five votes.

The Communist Party-led 
CDU gained one MP, and the 
Left Bloc more than doubled its 
seats—overtaking the CDU and 
becoming the third biggest party.

Crackdown in old 
city of Jerusalem
A CRACKDOWN has left  
77 Palestinians injured by live 
rounds and rubber bullets in 
clashes with Israeli settlers in 

the West Bank and Jerusalem 
last Sunday.

Prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu announced increased 
repression against Palestinians. 

The Israeli state will be able 
to jail more people without 
trial and step up its “razing” of 
the homes of Palestinians the 
Israelis accuse of terrorism. 

French councils 
are pushing pork
CHALON-SUR-SAONE council in 
southern France voted last week 
to ban schools from providing 
alternative meals for children 
who don’t eat pork. Anti-racists 
protested outside.

It is the latest of several 
councils led by Tory opposition 
party the Republicans or right 
wing independents to stop meals 
provided for decades mainly to 
Muslim and Jewish children.

This has long been a demand 
of the fascist National Front (FN), 
but Republican leader Nicolas 
Sarkozy took it up this year.

 Conditions are health risk
THE FIRST academic study of 
conditions in Calais’ “jungle” 
shantytown last week found 
dangerous levels of bacteria 
in drinking water apparently 
contaminated with human 
waste.

Researchers from the 
University of Birmingham also 
found rat infestations and a wide 
range of health problems. 

Refugees struggle with 
tuberculosis, scabies, 
post‑traumatic stress and 
injuries sustained in war zones, 
from police or attempting to 
board trains and lorries.

Activists also accuse 
police of dragging their feet 
in investigating violence 

against migrants. Several 
refugees have reported being 
dragged into a car, sprayed 
with teargas, robbed and 
abandoned.

Maya Konforti of the Auberge 
des Migrants charity asked, 
“Will it take another 15 of these 
attacks for something to be 
done?”

Another charity Emmaus 
broke off all cooperation with 
the French government over its 
treatment of the refugees last 
week. 

It promised “active resistance” 
and added that “to help 
human beings without shelter, 
healthcare or food we must defy 
any law”.

 Mass solidarity in Vienna
ORGANISERS SAID 70,000 people 
marched through Austria’s capital 
in solidarity with refugees last 
Saturday. 

A mass movement has risen up 
to defy government attempts to 
make helping refugees a crime. 

Revolutionary socialist group 
Neue Linkswende hailed “a 
rebellion against Fortress Europe”.

Around 3,000 people marched 
in Paris last Sunday, where 
authorities have targeted refugees.

Migrants staying in Victoria 
Square in Athens rallied with 
Greek anti-racists last week. 

Fascists had tried to organise 
a “shopkeepers against refugees” 
campaign to legitimise racist 
harassment. Pro refugee protesters in Austria 

Israeli police confront Palestinian 
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Stop saving 
for a rainy day
SUFFOLK’S FIRE service 
is already very lean—the 
second cheapest of its 
kind in Britain. Long 
starved of investment 
from County Hall, it now 
faces a cut of £1 million. 

It’s time for some of 
the council’s £165 million 
reserves, tucked away 
for a “rainy day”, to be 
called on. I say the rainy 
day is here and we must 
oppose any further cut to 
Suffolk’s fire service.

Luke Cresswell
South Suffolk Labour Party 

chair and local councillor

We can’t wait 
for elections
IT’S A long time to wait 
for the next election to 
kick out the Tories. We 
need to fight back now. 

Support the National 
Gallery workers. We need 
more strikes like theirs, 
whatever government is 
in power.

Wendy Knight
on Facebook

Singing for 
refugee kids
OUR BAND, And Now 
We’re Even, are avid 
readers and we’re raising 
money for War Child with 
our new single.

It’s in memory of kids 
who washed up along 
shores because they 
didn’t have a piece of 
paper with a stamp on it.

Our singer is from Iraq 
but can’t return. 

He has given us his 
stories through the 
arts—we think he’s living 
proof that refugees do 
contribute. Donate at 
justgiving.com/ANWE

Johnny B
by email

Doctors’ fight 
can cure NHS
THE TREATMENT of 
junior doctors is a 
disgrace typical of this 
uncaring government. 

Joan Hunter

THE WHOLE of Britain 
needs to do this and 
show this disgusting 
government we mean 
business over the NHS—
how dare they do back 
door deals to privatise it. 

Jean Colthart

IF IT gets enough media 
coverage this is the kind 
of thing that will bring 
this government down.

Steve Hunt
all on Facebook

See Socialist Worker 
(Britain) on Facebook for 
videos of doctors’ protests

Labour’s new membership 
can win Trident argument 
THE LABOUR Party’s debate on 
the renewal of the Trident nuclear 
programme will be the defining 
issue of the early months of 
Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership.

The decision taken by 
conference delegates not to have 
that debate at conference was 
seen by some on the left as a 
disappointment. However it 
worked in Corbyn’s favour. 

Delegates chosen before 
Corbyn’s victory may not have 
passed a motion to scrap Trident. 
Then his campaign to change 
party policy would have fallen at 
the first hurdle. 

With a bit of time he can 
persuade the Unite union in 
Scotland to support a change in 
policy with a clear guarantee of 

jobs diversification. To win the 
support of unions he may have to 
compromise by extending the 
lifespan of the current 
submarines, as has been done by 
the US. 

Meanwhile tens of thousands of 
new members can influence their 
branches. The most important 
influence they can have is in 
candidate selection. 

Some MPs are detached from 
the politics of the party 
membership.

Those who support Britain 
having a nuclear arsenal may 
have to convince their branches 
that they are the best candidate to 
represent them. 

Some will refuse, some will be 
replaced, some will stay and 

promise to back the party line if 
Corbyn can win the policy 
argument in the party. 

His clear statement that he 
would never press the nuclear 
button is a game changer. 

Corbyn is telling the party that 
a vote for Trident is a waste of 
time and that if they don’t back 
him they will weaken his chances 
of becoming prime minister. 

He believes that he can win an 
election on a unilateralist ticket, 
and the current membership 
probably agree with him. 

If that argument can be won 
over the winter, we might just get 
the chance to find out in 2020.   

Jim Monaghan 
Scottish Labour Campaign for Socialism 

member

Hypocrisy 
and eggs
THE OUTRAGE from the 
hypocrites at The Sun 
newspaper over the Tory 
delegate who got pelted by 
an egg in Manchester is 
galling.

It screeched, “Only the 
left, puffed up with their 
own ‘virtue’, try to shut 
down debate by vilifying 
and intimidating 
opponents.” 

Yet it was encouraging 
the very same during the 
general election. Back then 
it moaned, “Why is nobody 
getting egged this election 
campaign—where’s the 
egg-citement?” 

The only thing the 
protester did wrong in 
Manchester was not 
throwing the whole box.

That would have been 
egg-cellent.

Chris Young
Southampton

Give Jeremy 
a chance 
MANY COLUMN inches 
have dissected Jeremy 
Corbyn’s election as Labour 
leader. 

I fully understand why 
some people are nervous. 
Jeremy is different, he is 
principled and caring and 
committed to doing politics 
in a different way.  

What’s important to 
remember is that the rank 
and file members of the 
Labour Party voted for him.  

If he has the support of 
the people, then it’s our 
duty to give him the chance 
that they want him to have.  

Wait and see, don’t 
judge on the basis of what 
you think he’s going to do, 
but wait for him to actually 
do it.

Jo Rust
Norfolk

They said reparation, not repatriation
DAVID CAMERON must 
have misheard Jamaica’s 
prime minister Portia 
Simpson Miller when she 
called on him to enter talks 
on reparations for slavery.

The prime minister 
insisted on his recent visit 
to the island that 
reparations were “not the 
right approach”. 

He is presumably less 
hostile to the reparations 
paid to his slave-owning 
ancestors—worth millions 
in today’s money. They 
were paid 
“compensation” for the 

loss of their slaves when 
slavery was abolished.

Instead he talked up a 
“significant infrastructure 

fund I am announcing 
which will make Britain 
the biggest bilateral 
donor in the Caribbean by 
quite a long way”.

It turns out the British 
government is to fund the 
building of a new jail by 
£25 million so it can 
deport more than 600 
people in jail in Britain 
back to Jamaica.

Someone should tell 
the Tory toff she said 
“reparation”—not 
“repatriation”.

Adam Cochrane
Essex

MPs, dodgy deals and 
expenses—what’s new?
SCOTTISH National Party 
(SNP) MP Michelle 
Thomson has been involved 
in a series of property deals 
exposed as possible 
mortgage fraud.

But there’s no need for 
fraud in property deals to 
make money. Sixteen of the 
SNP’s new Westminster 
crop are boosting their 
wage from extra houses 
and flats. 

The party made much of 
its MPs giving their £7,000 
pay rise to charity but some 

can clearly do without it. 
East Kilbride, Strathaven 

and Lesmahagow MP Lisa 
Cameron pretty much 
doubled her wage from at 
least £60,000 earned from 
a house and five 
apartments.

Five SNP MPs are also 
continuing the questionable 
practice of MPs employing 
relatives.

Weren’t this lot supposed 
to be different?

Sam Mackenzie
Aberdeen

Just a 
thought...

Portia Simpson Miller
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North Sea oil bosses are driving through cuts that will put 
the lives of those on oil rigs at risk. Workers preparing to 
resist spoke to Raymie Kiernan about what is at stake 

P
LANS BY offshore oil 
and gas barons to 
impose worse work-
ing conditions make 
another Piper Alpha 
disaster more likely, say 

trade unionists in the industry.
Longer shift rotations, deskilling 

and the pursuit of profit over safety 
are creating conditions that could see 
a repeat of the 1989 oil rig fireball 
that killed 167 workers.

The disaster sent shockwaves 
through Britain and sparked a major 
struggle for better safety and union 
recognition offshore.

“If you let your standards slip 
eventually something bad is going to 
happen,” rig worker and GMB union 
steward Colin told Socialist Worker. 

“There have been some near misses 
in the last few years with gas releases 
but it has been hushed up.”

Harry, also an offshore worker and 
a member of the RMT/OilC union, 
added, “The last 20 years of work 
that’s gone into safety since Piper 
Alpha has been blown in the space of 
eight months.”

Since a slump in oil prices last 
year bosses argue that “spiralling 
costs” mean a “painful adjustment” is 
needed for the industry to survive. But 
their profits are to remain sky high. 

When oil prices were over $100 
a barrel the bosses splashed cash on 
themselves.

Now the price has more than 
halved they want workers to pay the 
price.

Company bosses point to “inde-
pendent” analysis showing that costs 
in Britain have risen more than in 
other regions of the world over the 
last 15 years.

But workers’ pay and benefits have 
crept up at little more than inflation 
during that time.

“This is just an opportunist move 
by the operators to line their share-
holders’ pockets by attacking the 

terms and conditions of the work-
force,” Harry insisted.

Creating the impression of  
imminent collapse has been bosses’ 
justification for slashing 15 percent of 
jobs and changing working patterns. 

A new “equal time” shift pattern 
is being imposed—three weeks on, 
three weeks off.

Workers are furious. 
Harry explained, “They had told us 

that two on and three off was a safer 
way of working. They said employ-
ees would get a work life balance and 
that it was unsafe to work 21 days.”

But working 21 days is precisely 
what firms are now imposing. 

Colin said, “They are buying guys’ 
service off them to force them onto 
three and three—finishing people up 
and starting some again within two 
weeks. And with redundancy capped 
at £475 a year guys might have up to 
ten years’ service but it costs less than 
£5,000 to get rid of them.”

Some companies have gone to 
ridiculous lengths to justify the shift 
changes with one even claiming that 
workers get a better sleep offshore. 
Harry said that was “bullshit”.

He said, “I think a lot of folk don’t 
realise what we sacrifice both physi-
cally and mentally all for the sake of 
providing for our family. It’s a hustle 
and bustle environment, a 24-hour 

operation. It’s rare that there’s  
nothing going on outside.

“Working 21 days is hazard-
ous. Folk get tired and there will be  
accidents because people will take 
their eye off the ball.”

O
FFSHORE workers 
have a tough l ife. 
The work is demand-
ing and the hours 
and long. Harry said, 
“Some guys are in the 

pump room mixing chemicals to go 
down the hole while they’re drilling. 

“Others can be in the cement hut 
getting their formulas together for 
cement plugs because the rig they are 
on is abandoning a well. They can be 
on the drill floor pouring cement for 
eight hours. Others could be sweep-
ing water off the decks for six hours. 

“You could be out on deck in June 
and it’s roasting hot and you’re all 
sunburnt, or out in December and it’s 
minus 15 with snow coming down.

“Scaffolders can be erecting towers 
on the drill floor or attached to a har-
ness over the side of the rig.”

With so much going on with heavy 
machinery and hazardous materials 
the dangers are clear.

Colin agreed, “You’re working, 
living and eating on a live bomb. You 
can’t go out for a walk at night time 
for a bit of fresh air—you can only go 
outside on a work permit. They con-
trol you 24 hours a day, 14 days a 
month. Now they want to control you 
21 days a month.”

He argues that deskilling also 
increases the risk of accidents.

“Years ago these companies would 
get the best tradesmen they could, but 
now they’ll take a domestic plumber 
and give him a job as a pipe fitter.

“But would you bring a joiner in to 
fit a new bathroom at home? No, so 
why are they getting a plumber to fit 
heavy wall pipes?”

Workers are looking for the unions 

This is just an 
opportunist move 
by operators to line 
their shareholders’ 
pockets’

‘‘ 
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to work together and give a lead. 
Harry said, “These unions sit on 

industry  bodies—they should fight 
for only doing 14 days offshore. In 
Holland and Germany you’ll do 14 
days and that’s it, they’ll get you off.”

“A lot of people feel like there’s 
nothing they can do to fight it and 
they just have to accept it,” he added.

S
HAMEFULLY some union 
officials are not help-
ing to dispel this myth. 
There is a long history 
of sweetheart “partner-
ship” deals. These may 

secure a level of recognition but at 
the cost of gutted organisation. 

Socialist Worker has been told of 
rotten votes nodded through by the 
union machine. 

In the wake of Piper Alpha, and 20 
years of inaction by union officials, 
unofficial workers’ organisation across 
the unions launched a wave of action.

Beginning with action short of 
strikes it culminated in strikes and 
occupations involving 10,000 work-
ers at its height.

Union officials then hid behind 
Tory anti-union laws as an excuse for 
inaction instead of backing the strug-
gle at the crucial moment.

“There hasn’t really been a proper 
fight for conditions offshore since,” 
said Colin.

But new disputes are brewing as 
bosses go on the offensive.

The Unite, GMB and RMT/OilC 
unions represent the vast bulk of jobs 
that are done offshore from caterers 
to drillers and divers.

Between them they have around 
12,000 members.

But there are separate agreements 
depending on the sector and different 
unions recognised in each.

Throughout this year Unite and 
GMB have held talks with the bosses’ 
Offshore Contractors Association 
(OCA). It made an offer that included 

the new equal time shifts. Both 
unions recommended the offer.

But Unite members rejected it 
by two thirds in July, while GMB 
accepted it. 

Unite is by far the bigger of the two 
recognised unions but RMT/OilC, 
despite representing thousands of 
workers affected by the agreement, 
isn’t recognised by the OCA.

Workers are now demanding a 
strike ballot.

The Catering Offshore Trade 
Association (COTA) has reneged on 
paying the second year of a two-year 
pay deal. A ballot for industrial action 
is due to close on 21 October. A strike 
by caterers has the potential to bring 
a shutdown—after all, everyone off-
shore has to eat.

One problem with the current 
setup is that the unions negotiate 
with the contractors, not their pay-
masters—the big oil firms who have 
always ruthlessly opposed the unions. 
And rivalry between unions has also 
been a block to effective action.

But again workers have started 
to organise unofficially across the 
unions, this time under the banner 
of “3 and 3 it’s not for me”. Although 
still in an embryonic stage it has 
growing support.

Militants are using the network 
to encourage offshore 
workers to opt in to 
working 48 hours a 

week.
“A lot of guys who have done it 

said the employer was a bit difficult 
about it at first but realise it’s your 
legal right to opt in or opt out as you 
please,” said Harry.

He argues the strategy can secure 
jobs and minimise redundancies 
because certain weather delays and 
training courses mean that some work-
ers are going to exhaust their 48 hours.

“Therefore you would have to keep 
them at home on pay and have some-
body else to go out and cover the hours 
that they are not able to work.

“It can be a fantastic tool to coun-
ter the bosses that’s not going to cost 
anyone anything,” he said.

“But it’s just a short term fix.”
But the key demand is to support 

the call by RMT/OilC for a new feder-
ation of all the unions to deal directly 
with the oil firms. “It’s the only way 
forward,” said Colin.

“The unions shout all these slogans 
but a lot of these appointed officials 
aren’t practising what they preach. 

“They think they’ve a job for life—
they’ve got the car, the credit card, 
they can stay in the best hotels and 
get about eight weeks holiday a year.

“If we don’t pull our finger out 
there won’t be any unions left in 20 or 
30 years’ time. The unions need to get 

A caterers’ strike 
could bring the 
industry to a 
standstill 

‘‘ 

a real good look at themselves—
this is people’s lives they’re dealing 
with here.”

HUNDREDS OF OilC union members occupy BP’s 
Glasgow offices in 1990 against mass sackings 

 Picture: Steve Mctaggart

Workers’ families protest at BP’s Edinburgh 
offices in 1990 as part of the same campaign  
 Picture: Steve Mctaggart



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
Why are there so few strikes?
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,  
Chelmsford CM1 2QL
POOLE
Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Labour Party and the 
fight against austerity
Mon 12 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Blue Boar pub (near 
multistorey car park),
29 Market Close,  
BH15 1NE

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
The refugee crisis in 
Europe—why we say 
open the borders
Thu 15 Oct, 6.30pm,
YMCA,  
Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Labour’s golden age? The 
1945 Labour government
Wed 14 Oct, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
How we beat the anti-union 
laws in the past—how can 
we do it again today?
Wed 14 Oct, 7pm,
Equity Centre,
Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU
BRIGHTON
Is Vladimir Putin’s Russia 
a progressive alternative 
to US imperialism?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: SOUTH
Reform or revolution
Wed 14 Oct, 5.30pm,
The Robin Hood pub,
56 St Michael’s Hill,
BS2 8DX
CARDIFF
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,  
CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
How left wing is anarchism?
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,  
CM1 2QL
COLCHESTER
How do we stop the 
privatisation of culture?
Tue 20 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
What did Lenin say about 
the Labour Party?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre,  
159 Spon St,  
CV1 3BB
DERBY
An introduction to 
Marxist economics
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd,  
DE22 3BL
EDINBURGH
Greece—why did Syriza fail?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace,  
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW: NORTH
Marxism and the 
trade unions
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe,
86 Maryhill Rd (near 
St George’s Cross 
Underground), G20 7QB

GLASGOW: SOUTH
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HARLOW
Fortress Europe—the war 
on migrants and refugees
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Water protests, gay 
marriage, crisis in 
the Church—why is 
Ireland changing?
Wed 14 Oct, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Will technology create a 
post-capitalist world?
Thu 15 Oct, 7pm,

Swarthmore Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,  
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
China’s crash and the 
world economy
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove  
(close to the station), 
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Climate change—a 
threat to us all
Wed 14 Oct, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),  
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
Black lives matter—
race, class and revolt
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, Acton, W3 6ND

LONDON: HACKNEY
Black British rebels—figures 
from working class history
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),  
E5 0PU
LONDON: LEWISHAM
The housing crisis—why 
the system can’t provide 
decent homes for all
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and DLR 
Station),  
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Greece—why did Syriza fail?
Wed 14 Oct, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),  
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTHWARK
The fight for social housing
Thu 15 Oct, 7pm,
Room 2, Camberwell 
Leisure Centre, 
Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),  
SE5 8TS
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
How we beat the anti-union 
laws in the past and how 
we can do it again today
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Chile 1973—lessons 
for today
Wed 14 Oct, 7pm,
Chorlton Central Church 
Meeting Room, 
Barlow Moor Rd,  
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
How should socialists vote 
in the EU referendum?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Food Factory,  
884 Stockport Rd, 
Levenshulme, M19 3BN
NORWICH
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place,  
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Marxism and sport—is 
society a level playing field?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd,  
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Greece—why did Syriza fail?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Thu 15 Oct, 7pm,
Quaker House,  
74 Mutley Plain,  
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Can we be free under 
capitalism?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The refugee crisis in 
Europe—why we say 
open the borders
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre),  
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Nationalism—what 
do socialists say?
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,  
SA2 0BP

WIGAN
In or out? What do 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 14 Oct, 7pm,
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office), WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Labour’s golden age? The 
1945 Labour government
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Royal Hotel,
Ablewell St, WS1 2EL
YORK
What do Marxists say 
about religion?
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Disability rights and the 
struggle for equality
Sat 7 Nov, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite 
County Hall),  Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists. 
dorsetsocialists.org.uk
LONDON
Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Book launch with Judith Orr
Mon 12 Oct, 6.30pm,
Room 642, Institute 
of Education, 
20 Bedford Way, WC1H 0AL. 
£2. Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Don’t Mention the Children
Michael Rosen introduces his 
new poetry for grown ups
Mon 19 Oct, 6.30pm,
Bookmarks Bookshop,
1 Bloomsbury St, 
London, WC1B 3QE. 
£2. Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
SCOTLAND
Marxism in Scotland
A day of political debate, 
analysis and discussion
Sat 31 Oct, 10am to 5pm,
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St, Glasgow G2 4JP
£10 waged/ £5 student/ 
£3 unwaged/free for 
refugees & asylum seekers
Book at swp.org.uk/event/
marxism-scotland

ABERDEEN
Thu 15 Oct, 6pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,  
AB10 1JG

BRISTOL: NORTH
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House,  
80 Stokes Croft,  
BS1 3QY

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (enter 
via Cafe Browser),  
New Beetwell St,  
S40 1QL

DONCASTER
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,  
21 Cleveland St,  
DN1 3EH

LONDON: CAMDEN
Thu 15 Oct, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd,  
NW1 1TT

LONDON: HORNSEY 
AND WOOD GREEN
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm,
West Indian Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, 
Haringey, N8 0DJ

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£13.99£9.99 £7.99 £9.99 £3
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Crisis in Syria
HOW CAN IT BE SOLVED?

Russian airstrikes on Syria last week

Socialist Worker 10 October 2015
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BLACK HISTORY
SOCIALIST WORKER takes 
a look at a selection of 
upcoming events for this 
year’s Black History Month:

FILM 
3½ MINUTES, TEN BULLETS
Directed by Marc Silver 
Dogwoof Films 
Out on limited release

THIS IS a powerful US 
documentary about the 
shooting of black teenager 
Jordan Davis. 

White motorist Michael 
Dunn fatally shot him at a 
petrol station in Jacksonville, 
Florida, in 2012.

A majority of US states 
have “stand your ground 
laws”, which allow people to 
shoot at a “perceived threat”.

Dunn told Davis to turn 
the music in his car down. 
He did, but they still got into 
an argument.

Dunn fired 10 bullets into 
the car, later claiming he saw 
a shotgun in the car. 

No firearm was found. A  
percieved threat—or racism? 
Marc Silver’s documentary 
follows the family’s story and 
court battles.  

SCREENING  
JAZZ ON A SUMMER’S DAY
Phoenix  
Leicester LE1 1TG. 
7pm, 14 October  
Tickets £5

THIS DOCUMENTARY 
from 1960 looks at Rhode 
Island’s Newport Jazz 
Festival, in 1958 featuring 
musicians including Dinah 
Washington, Chuck Berry, 
Louis Armstrong and Mahalia 
Jackson.

 Crime drama River flows in  
 some unexpected directions
BBC One’s crime series River is an intriguing drama. It is more like an art 
film than a TV series—and is stronger for it, says Judith Orr
TELEVISION IS awash with police 
and crime dramas, but BBC One’s 
River is a cut above the rest.

There are plenty of the genre’s 
usual cliches. John River is an out-
sider played by Swedish actor Stellan 
Skarsgard, known for his role in the 
movie of The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo.

He is a dysfunctional detective 
who can crack cases but finds human 
relationships hard to handle.

River’s stylish flat houses a large 
vinyl collection. He is thoughtful 
and literary—his memory of a quote 
from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet 
helps him solve a case. 

He’s lost his partner, and a chirpy  
new sidekick struggles to get close to 
him.

But cliches aside, this an intriguing 
drama. It’s more psychological than 
procedural and takes you in unex-
pected directions. 

Nicola Walker’s portrayal of 
Detective Sergeant Jackie “Stevie” 
Stevenson is excellent. She loves 
1970s disco and fast food and 
couldn’t be more different to River. 

Unsolved 
River is haunted by unsolved cases 
and his personal grief. Victims and 
their families demand justice, and 
the police harass the usual suspects. 

When a small time drug dealer 
dies after River goes after the wrong 
man, he tells River, “I was still worth 
something.”

It’s visually stunning, as the 
camera swirls around east London’s 
streets where rich and poor live back 
to back. The city is portrayed as dark, 
alienating and beautiful. 

Casting Skarsgard in the lead role 
nods to the raft of Scandinavian noir 
series of past years.

River is a London Metropolitan 
Police officer. But it could be any 
police force as it bears little relation-
ship to the Met as we know it. 

There are some jarring notes. An 
Irish wake in an east London pub is 
filmed as if the working class drink-
ers were grotesque caricatures of 
Victorian rogues. 

But ordinary people still struggle 
against the odds to make a decent 
life. One young black woman, who’s 
lost one baby to social services and is 
terrified of losing another, tells River, 
“You all have the power.”

River sometimes looks and feels 
more an art movie than a TV drama 
and it’s all the better for that. This 
isn’t gritty realism and it’s hard to 
know where it’s going—but you’ll 
want to stick around to find out.
River 
BBC One 
Premiers 9pm, Tuesday 13 October

STELLAN SKARSGARD as detective John River  Picture: BBc/Kudos/NicK Briggs

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  We go to 
the gallery
Miriam and Ezra Elia

2  Syriza: 
Inside the  
Labyrinth
Kevin Ovenden  

3  PostCapitalism: A 
Guide to Our Future
Paul Mason 

4 The Global Minotaur: 
America, Europe and 
the Future of the Global 
Economy
Yannis Varoufakis 

5 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Eleanor Marx 
Siobhan Brown 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Visit the shop at 
1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

Photography 

CHRISTINA BROOM was one of the first press photographers in Britain. Her photographs—some never 
displayed before—capture London in the beginning of the 20th century. Royal pomp continues as the city 
mobilises for the slaughter of the First World War, but powerful social movements are also pushing for 
change. 
Soldiers and Suffragettes: the Photography of Christina Broom 
Museum of London Docklands. London E14 4AL Until 1 November                        

Suffragettes in Hyde Park (1912), Christina Broom 
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P
r o m o t i o n a l  
sombreros for a 
Mexican restau-
rant were banned 
at the University 
of  East Angl ia 

freshers’ fair. Elsewhere 
black activists have com-
plained about white pop 
stars such as Katy Perry  
wearing hair in a cornrows 
style.

Australian rapper Iggy Azalea 
has been attacked for being dis-
respectful of black culture.

Each of these is an argument 
about racist “cultural appropria-
tion”—the adoption of elements 
of one culture by members of a 
different culture. 

Like similar discussions 
over “white privilege” they are 
more prevalent in the US than 
in Britain, where they tend to 
mainly take place on campuses.

In practice the issue is about 
the way elements of the culture 
of an oppressed minority are 
adopted by members of a dom-
inant culture. In the process it 
is distorted.

It’s true that racism distorts 
popular culture. Black music is 
dismissed and black people are 
often marginalised in the indus-
try (see box). 

But while it’s right to point 
out levels of racism, dangers 
lie in looking to individual 
responses.

Stereotypes 
At its most straightforward cul-
tural appropriation is about 
negative stereotypes. 

The obvious example is min-
strel shows where white people 
dressed up in blackface to  
present a sentimentalised and 
usually viciously racist view of 
how black people behaved. 

Many people see something 
similar in the way white acts 
pick up styles from black music, 
such as twerking.

US commentator bell hooks 
suggested in a critique of 
Madonna, ‘‘Ethnicity becomes 
spice, seasoning that can liven 
up the dull dish that is main-
stream white culture.’’ 

What tends to get left out 
of the argument is class and 
solidarity. 

Often what people want to 
appropriate is a sense of rebel-
lion and fighting back. Many 
white artists take aspects of 
black culture to identify with 
rebellion. 

Jamaican Rastafar ians  
similarly took dreadlocks in 
admiration for the Mau Mau 
fighters who had worn them 
fighting for Kenyan independ-
ence in the 1950s. 

The ruling class uses racism 
to divide ordinary people—
and then gets scared when this 
doesn’t work.

The fact that British urban 
street culture is more influ-
enced by black rebellion has 
outraged people such as right 
wing historian David Starkey. 

After the 2011 riots he 
whined, “The problem is that 
the whites have become black. 
A particular sort of violent, 
destructive, nihilistic, gang-
ster culture has become the 
fashion.”

And there is the issue that 
while white people can be cele-
brated for diversity for wearing 
cornrows, it can still be a prob-
lem for black people.

Some schools  have a 
policy against “non-standard” 
hairstyles.

St Gregory’s Catholic Science 
College in Harrow was found 
in 2011 to have practised indi-
rect racial discrimination after 
banning pupils from having 
cornrows.

Mainstream commentators 
often suggest it is ridiculous 
to make a fuss about “small” 
issues such as hairstyles. 

But this forgets the relentless 
barrage of propaganda for hun-
dreds of years saying that black 
features, and specifically tightly 
curled African hair, are in some 
way inferior.

Generations of black people 
have used skin lighteners and 
hair straighteners to look less 
“black”. 

In the 1960s it was a major 
step in black pride when people 
started to wear their hair natu-
rally in afros.

Yet there is an implica-
tion that all people of African 
descent share the same culture. 

But not all African soci-
e t ies  t rad i t iona l ly  used  
cornrows and not all people of 
African descent have the same 
tightly curled hair or features.

For instance one of the 
most important leaders of the 
Black Panther Party, Kathleen 
Cleaver, was light skinned and 
had blue eyes.

The extreme case is when 
someone tries to become black. 
The case of Rachel Dolezal, the 
NAACP civil rights organisation 
official who came from a white 
background, made the news 

this summer. 
But she is far from the first 

person to pass for black.
The US was very segregated 

in the 1920s, but there were 
instances of people pushing 
back the colour bar. 

So one history of jazz music 
notes, “Multiracial, multiethnic  
bands did record but under 
pseudonyms that implied a 
mono racial identity for all the 
band’s members. 

“For example the Italian 
American guitarist Salvatore 
Massaro... used the pseudonym 
‘Blind Willie Dunn’.”

One striking example was 
the musician Mezz Mezzrow. 
He was a white jazz musician 
who married a black woman 
and lived in the Harlem area of  
New York. 

He called himself a “voluntary 

Negro”. 
 “I’m coloured, even if I 

don’t look it,” he told the gov-
ernor when sent to prison in 
the 1940s. “I don’t think I’d get 
along in the white blocks.”

T
HE OTHER and 
more significant 
side to this is the 
many black people 
who have passed 
for white. 

For instance NAACP leader 
Walter Francis White passed as 
white under the South’s racist 
Jim Crow laws in the 1920s and 
reported on lynchings. 

He could have lived as white 
but chose not to.

Being black is a constructed 
identity for black people—but 
that does not make the experi-
ence any less real. 

It is associated with real 
physical characteristics that 
belong to people of African 
descent.

The experience of being black 
in the modern world is insepa-
rable from a history of slavery, 
imperialism and racism. 

So these ideas of culture and 
stolen culture link to wider 
ideas about civilisation. 

They are a response to the 
popular Western idea that all 
innovation and progress comes 
from the West.

E d w a r d  S a i d ’ s  b o o k 
Orientalism was vital in show-
ing how this process works, and 
how it creates the idea of other, 
lesser cultures. 

Unfortunately it also sug-
gested that Marxism was part 
of the Western view that belit-
tled the rest of the world.

Jamaican Rastas 
took dreadlocks 
from Mau Mau 
freedom fighters 
in Kenya

‘‘ 

Racism distorts culture and produces toxic stereotypes. But 
Ken Olende warns against throwing out the class solidarity 
that our rulers fear in opposition to ‘cultural appropriation’

CULTURAL 
 VULTURES?

US black radical writer 
bell hooks (above). ‘We’re 
a culture, not a costume’ 
student campaign posters 
from the US (left)
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READ MORE
 

‘Hip hip music is a 
contagious culture’

 BACK  IN the 
1950s US record 
companies 
wanted whites 

who sang like black 
people, because the 
establishment feared 
segregation breaking 
down. 

The White Citizens 
Council of Birmingham, 
Alabama, said rock 
‘n’ roll was a “plot to 
mongrelise America”. 

Unity between blacks 
and whites was linked 
in their minds to the 
Civil Rights movement, 
Communism and 
moral breakdown. 

Before rock ‘n’ roll 
a similar scare had 
been linked to jazz. 

US Catholic 
archbishop Francis 
Beckman warned in 
1938, “Jam sessions, 
jitterbugs, and 
cannibalistic rhythm 
orgies are wooing 
our youth along the 
primrose path to hell.”

Part of the music 
business’s purpose was 
to make music safe 
for capitalism. They 
wanted conservative 
companies to carry 
their adverts and play 
their records without 
feeling threatened. 

The music industry 
has always been about 
controlling rebellion 
and turning it into 
profit. But outside 
of establishment 

fear and corporate 
greed, two other 
things are going on. 

First there is the 
genuine admiration or 
respect white artists 
feel for a black-led 
style or art form—
sometimes naively. 

Second there is often 
a kind of stereotyping. 
Perhaps that black 
people are better 
dancers, more sexual 
or more dangerous. Of 
course, black musicians 
sometimes exploit these 
stereotypes themselves.

For years singers in 
Britain have adopted 
US styles and accents—
sometimes copying 
black artists and other 
times white ones. 

Often culture is 
presented as something 
that should be 
treated with purity 
and reverence. 

But blues, jazz, 
R&B and hip-hop are 
all forms of music 
marked by restless 
innovation and taking 
up influences from 
other sources.

Questlove, from 
the seminal hip hop 
group The Roots, spoke 
out during last year’s 
controversy over white 
Australian rapper 
Iggy Azalea. ‘‘We as 
black people have to 
come to grips that hip-
hop is a contagious 
culture,’’ he said. 

lSay it Loud! 
Marxism and the fight 
against racism 
edited by  
Brian Richardson 
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 or 
go to  
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

But challenging racism has 
always been key to any serious 
Marxism. 

Revolutionary Karl Marx 
argued that the key to capital-
ism’s ability to survive was the 
way it turned groups of workers 
against each other. 

And one way it does that is 
to try and make white workers 
look down on people from other 
backgrounds.

It may seem a long way from 
hair styles and hats, but the 
Marxist tradition has always put 
racist oppression at the heart of 
capitalism. And Marx argued 
that capitalism cannot be chal-
lenged without fighting racism.

US ARTIST Questlove from group The Roots 

CULTURAL 
 VULTURES?

Denis Healey, 1917-2015 
Labour’s failure laid bare

Denis Healey, an 
old Labour right 
winger, called himself 
socialist. But his real 
legacy is dumping 
principles for power, 
says Simon Basketter 

BARON DENIS Healey is 
dead. His story is that of the 
Labour Party and its failures. 

Healey was born in 1917. 
At Oxford University, he 
joined the Communist Party 
because he said it was the 
only party “unambiguously 
against Hitler”. 

After the war, he made a 
striking debut at the Labour 
Party’s 1945 Blackpool 
conference.

Speaking in military 
uniform he denounced the 
upper classes of Europe as 
“selfish, depraved, dissolute 
and decadent” and warned 
that they would be dealt 
with by the coming “socialist 
revolution”.

But he became a strong 
advocate of Nato and opposed 
the unilateral nuclear 
disarmament pursued by 
Labour’s left. 

When Harold Wilson won 
the 1964 general election, 
he made Healey defence 
secretary. Against his will 
he presided over a retreat of 
Britain’s military power—
though he spared the nuclear 
weapons.

Healey wrote saying 
defence spending was more 
important than health 
spending. He said, “False 
teeth and spectacles are small 
comfort to a corpse.” 

His other contribution was 
the cruel eviction of over 
2,000 Chagos Islanders from 
their homes to make way for 
the US military base on Diego 
Garcia.

He was made shadow 
chancellor in 1972. At the 
1973 Labour conference, he 
promised tax rises that would 
“bring howls of anguish” from 
the rich.

Labour’s manifesto for 
February 1974 promised “to 
bring about a fundamental 
and irreversible shift in the 
balance of power and wealth 
in favour of working people 
and their families”.

It didn’t happen. The 

bosses organised an 
“investment strike”. The 
establishment newspapers 
went on the attack.

Healey caved in to the  
blackmail.

In September 1976 he 
went cap in hand to the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for a loan. He later said 
he was lied to about the state 
of the economy.

The IMF demanded more 
huge cuts. Labour responded 
by slashing £6 billion from 
the budget—worth around  

£40 billion in today’s money.
Labour Party conference 

delegates booed him and 
voted him off the party’s 
executive. But the trade union 
leaders backed the attack on 
pay. 

Healey wrote about how he 
convinced the left wing union 
leaders to back pay cuts. “We 
normally met for dinner in 
the exquisite 18th century 
Soane room at Number 11 
Downing Street. 

“Instead of beer and 
sandwiches I provided good 
food and drink. Hugh Scanlon 
usually insisted that the fish 
should be ‘goujons de sole’.”

Anger over Labour’s pay 
policy eventually broke 
through, with widespread 
strikes in 1978-79—the 
Winter of Discontent.

Labour fought the 1979 
election on a programme 
which ceded every point of 
principle to the Tories. 

It lost.
In 1980 Healey lost a 

leadership campaign by ten 
votes to Michael Foot, the 
left’s candidate. Healey didn’t 
join those who split to form 
the right wing SDP. 

A resurgent Labour left 
saw Tony Benn’s election 
campaign for the deputy 
leadership. In 1981 Benn lost, 
as Healey put it, “by a hair of 
my eyebrow”—50.43 percent 
for Healey, 49.57 percent for 
Benn.

Healey was of a time when 
even the Labour right called 
themselves socialists. 

But his legacy is that it 
was better to be in office 
than have principles—and 
that meant always doing the 
bosses’ bidding. 

WHAT DENIS Healey should have said to the IMF 

BACK STORY
Denis Healey, who died 
last Saturday, was an old 
Labour right winger 
lHe dumped principles for 
office and supported the 
bosses and US imperialism 
lHe forced through billions 
of pounds in cuts for the 
IMF 
lHe said that defence 
spending was more 
important that health
lHe evicted the Chagos 
Islanders to make way for a 
US military base

Healey’s other 
contribition 
was the Chagos 
Islanders’ cruel 
eviction 

‘‘ 
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Labour’s 
mixed  up 
message on 
migration
Andy Burnham’s speech welcomed 
refugees but said migrants cause low 
wages, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

LABOUR’S SHADOW home sec-
retary Andy Burnham told the 
party’s conference he is “on a 
mission to win back those lost 
Labour voters from Ukip”. 

“Not by copying them in any 
way,” he added, “but by being true 
to our values.” Burnham seemed to 
break Labour from the racist bid-
ding war about what party can be 
toughest on migrants. 

He rightly attacked David 
Cameron for calling refugees a 
“swarm” and said Britain should do 
more to help refugees. This partly 
reflects the groundswell of solidarity 
with refugees from ordinary people.

But barely pausing for a breath, 
he revealed a less welcome strategy 
on immigration. He explained that 
he wants to “build goodwill” with 
Europe’s rulers to help Labour “get 
changes on EU (European Union) 
migration ahead of the referendum”.

He said that free movement of 
labour in Europe undercuts people’s 
wages “in our poorest communities” 
and creates a race to the bottom.

So Labour is sending out a mixed 
and confusing message. Refugees 
are welcome—but European 
migrants are not.

That’s because Burnham wants 
Britain to remain in the EU, in line 
with bosses’ needs, but wants to 
keep union leaders on board.

Waver
Many unions, such as the GMB and 
Unite, are beginning to waver on EU 
membership. 

For GMB leader Sir Paul Kenny, 
the EU is based on a trade-off 
between a “social Europe” and free 
movement. He argues that with-
out social protection, workers are 
undercut by immigration.

Burnham hopes that taking a 
bigger share of refugees will mean 
Germany allows Britain to renegoti-
ate immigration policy.

While he and the union leaders 
publicly reject scapegoating, they 
fuel right wing myths that migrant 
workers undercut wages (see right). 

Kenny argued “damn the 
exploiter, not the exploited” and 

said the GMB will always organise 
migrant workers. But he also argued 
that unions should reconsider their 
position on the free movement of 
labour, because neoliberalism has 
undermined “social Europe”.

So Burnham argued that free 
movement “has benefited private 
companies more than people and 
communities”. 

He claimed migrants “undercut 
wages”, “undermined job security” 
and put pressure on public services.

Many are presenting this as a 
shift to the left because of the rhet-
oric about protecting workers.

In contrast, Blarities are in favour 
of EU immigration because it ful-
fils bosses’ needs for skilled work-
ers. Failed leadership candidate Liz 
Kendall said she hated Labour’s racist 
“controls on immigration” mug.

The same arguments are now 
being used by the Labour right’s 
ironically named “Red Shift” project. 
It argues that Labour needs a series 
of “red shifts” to win in England by 
dumping neoliberalism and dressing 
up chauvinism in socialist rhetoric. 

But accepting that migrants 
undercut wages helps the idea of 
“British jobs for British workers” 
and divides working class people. 

The Tories, the EU and bosses are 
tearing apart workers’ and migrants’ 
rights. That means the unions need 
to stand up for their rights across 
Europe.

READ MORE
Immigration 
—the myths  
spread to 
 divide us
lSocialist 
Worker 
pamphlet 
by Charlie 
Kimber
l£2

Available from 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

LABOUR’S SHADOW home secretary Andy Burnham blames free movement of European migrants for 
poor wages of British workers and the pressure on public services 

 WHAT WE THINK

Construction in London is booming

Bosses, not immigrants, undercut wages
THE RIGHT wing argument that 
immigration undercuts wages has 
become common sense, including 
among some socialists and union 
leaders. 

Workers’ wages suffered the 
longest sustained fall since the 
1870s during the recent crisis. 
But this was not because of 
migrants—the flow of migrants 
has fallen during the recession. 

But studies repeatedly find no 
relationship between immigration 
and wages. Workers’ rights and 
free movement are not, as some 
union leaders argue, a trade-off. 

A London School of Economics 
(LSE) study from 2015, 
Immigration and the UK Labour 
Market, found that “there is still 
no evidence of an overall negative 
impact of immigration on jobs, 
wages, housing or the crowding 
out of public services”.

More specifically, it found 
“little evidence” of a strong 
correlation between changes in 
wages of British workers and 
changes in local area immigrant 
share.

Max Nathan’s study in 2011 
also showed that migration made 
no change to average wages. 

The 1950s were a period of 

rising wages and living standards 
but more migrants were also 
coming into Britain. 

In contrast, there was 
practically no immigration in 
the 1930s—yet wages fell and 
unemployment soared.

Shortfall
Building bosses warned that 
London and the South East alone 
would see a 20 percent labour 
shortfall in 2014. 

So they recruited thousands 
of migrant workers on London 
construction sites—but industry 
wages are booming. 

The general fall in wages is 

because of the Tories and the 
bosses, who’ve tried to make 
workers pay for the crisis.

The Tories imposed a pay 
freeze on all public sector 
workers and are now continuing 
it into this parliament. 

Health, local government and 
civil service workers have all seen 
their wages fall. Private sector 
bosses have also slashed wages.  

Many businesses in Britain rely 
on a highly skilled and trained 
workforce to make their big 
profits. 

When the recession hit they 
didn’t turn to mass sackings, 
because rehiring and retraining 
workers would be expensive. 
Instead, bosses tried to slash their 
wage bill to keep profit levels up.

Wages are determined by the 
struggle between bosses and 
workers—bosses will always try 
and pay as little as possible and 
get around legal protections.

Workers can fight back. But to 
be effective we need unity with 
migrant workers—and playing 
into right wing myths weakens 
that. 

Union leaders have said they’ll 
strike against low pay—it’s time 
for them to lead that fight. 
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IN BRIEF 

Walkouts for pay  
at tractor factory
MORE THAN 450 workers at 
the New Holland Agriculture 
tractor factory in Basildon, 
Essex, held a 24 hour strike 
on Wednesday of last week.

The Unite union members 
rallied at the picket line. They 
are demanding better pay and 
conditions after being told to 
take on more technical and 
skilled work.

Further strikes are planned 
on Friday of this week and on 
the 23 and 30 October.

Anti-cuts protest  
in tax haven Jersey
AROUND 1,500 trade 
unionists marched in 
St Helier, capital of Jersey 
in the Channel Islands, last 
Saturday.

The island’s government 
wants to make £145 million 
in cuts, privatisation and 
extra taxes by 2019. The first 
proposals were set to be 
debated on Tuesday of next 
week.

The Unite union warned 
that one in six of Jersey’s 
public sector jobs could be 
for the chop.

Unite calls off its 
housing conference
THE UNITE union has called 
off a People’s Housing 
Conference that had been set 
to take place this Saturday, 
citing “some practical 
difficulties”.

A wide range of housing 
campaigns and other 
organisations had backed 
the conference, which was 
expected to attract a high 
turnout.

In a statement Unite said it 
would call a new date for the 
conference “soon”. The date 
had been chosen to mark 
World Homelessness Day, and 
activists are still set to hold 
smaller actions. 

Globe workers vote 
to accept pay deal
TOUR GUIDES at the Globe 
theatre in London have voted 
to end their fight over pay.

The members of the Bectu 
union struck for one day in 
May. They were also set for 
another walkout in June but 
suspended their action.

They had been demanding 
£13.50 an hour—up from the 
£11.24 they were given last 
November.

But in a consultative ballot 
workers voted to accept a 
three percent increase.

Autumn party for 
Fast Food Rights
THE FAST Food Rights 
campaign is holding an 
Autumn party in Manchester 
in an attempt to engage with 
more fast food workers.

The event will feature a live 
Q&A with activists from the 
US and is free to all fast food 
workers.
lFriday 9 October, 6.30pm,   
Moston Miners Club,  
35 Teddington Rd, M40 0DJ

Junior doctors spread 
revolt over contracts
by LEWIS NIELSEN

MORE THAN 800 junior 
doctors marched in Manchester 
on Tuesday of last week to 
chants of “Tories out” and 
“strike, strike, strike”. 

It followed a 3,000-strong 
demonstration in London the 
previous day, which saw junior 
doctors march on Downing 
Street and block Whitehall. 

The doctors were protesting 
against Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt’s plans to impose 
new contracts. 

The contracts would slash 
pay by up to 40 percent, rip 
apart terms and conditions and 

put patient safety at risk.
Rory Hicks, a junior doctor 

in Oldham near Manchester, 
was on the protest. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“We’re at breaking point 
already. These further attacks 
have made us furious because 
we know the NHS will crumble 
if they go through.”

Fight
“I fear for the future of the 
NHS unless we fight for it”.

Around 100 people joined 
a feeder march organised 
by junior doctors from 
Manchester Royal Infirmary to 
the TUC demo last Sunday.

A second protest has been 

called in central London for  
17 October. 

Junior doctors and other 
health workers are building for 
it in hospitals, medical schools 
and workplaces.

In the East Midlands a 
solidarity protest has been 
called in Nottingham for the 
same day.
lSee report of the London 
protest at bit.ly/1VyRPKh and 
#notfairnotsafe on Twitter for 
more. 
See Junior doctors london 
protest #2 Let’s save the 
NHS! and East Midlands 
Junior Doctors Solidarity 
Protest&March #2 Save our 
NHS Facebook event pages

PART OF a feeder march in Manchester last Sunday for the TUC protest          Picture: Brett Scaife

Students and staff protest
STUDENTS LED a 
demonstration on Friday 
of last week against 
planned job cuts at the 
University of Manchester. 

The cuts, including 
compulsory redundancies, 
will affect UCU, Unite and 
Unison union members 
at the university.

Unions are in dispute over 

the cuts. The student union 
backed a previous protest 
by unions last month.

nUCU UNION members in 
further education colleges 
across England are balloting 
for strikes over pay. 

Bosses have recommended 
a pay freeze. The ballot 
ends on 15 October.

HEALTH WORKERS

CONSTRUCTION

Teesside workers take pay 
fight to Liverpool plant
CONSTRUCTION workers 
from Unite, GMB and Ucatt 
unions protested in Liverpool 
on Wednesday of last week.

It was part of the ongoing 
campaign against Sita Waste 
Management at the ICI 
Wilton complex in Teesside.

The dispute is over 
union rep facilities and the 
undercutting of nationally 
agreed wage rates. 

Workers are demanding 
that all workers, including 
those on site from overseas, 
are paid the same rate. 

They called for the 
Merseyside Recycling Waste 
Authority to investigate 
payment practices of 
contractor Sita. Merseyside 
Recycling Waste Authority 
have a £1.2 billion contract 
with Sita/Sembcorp to 
burn Merseyside waste on 
Teesside for electricity.

Phil Whitehurst, GMB 
official for construction, 
said they were told during 
talks that the company had 
undertaken an internal audit 
on rates of pay at the site. 

Bosses were prepared 
to share it with the Acas 
conciliation service—but not 
the trade unions.

He said, “What good is 
that? We have got absolutely 
nowhere today. We want an 
independent forensic audit to 
establish the whole truth, it 
was just a smokescreen.

“I have been told by 
activists at Teesside that the 
protests at Wilton will not 
be curtailed until we get a 
forensic audit.”

As the workers felt they 
had got nothing out the talks 
they blocked the road.
Simon Basketter

EDUCATION

Protesting in Liverpool
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Edinburgh says refugees 
welcome, but not Nazis
ANTI-RACIST and anti-fascist 
protesters outnumbered 
Scottish Defence League (SDL) 
protesters by ten to one in 
Edinburgh last Saturday.

The counter protest was 
organised by Unite Against 
Fascism under the banner “Aye 
to Refugees—Nae to Nazis”.

Demonstrators stood up to 
the racists, Islamophobes and 
fascists, who only managed to 
muster 30-40.

It was the usual mix of scum 
including the Northern Infidels, 

SDL, English Defence League 
and the Nazi Combat 18. They 
were completely drowned out 
by the counter protest.

Edinburgh Labour MP Ian 
Murray and Alison Johnstone 
from the Green Party were 
among speakers supporting the 
protest. 

Once again Edinburgh rose 
to smash the SDL’s attempt to 
whip up hatred on our streets 
and we will continue to do so. 
Open the borders! 
Alan Bell

REFUGEE SOLIDARITY

Campaigners get organised to bring  
solidarity—and challenge divisive myths
ACTIVISTS ACROSS Britain 
are organising solidarity with 
refugees and challenging 
the right’s scapegoating and 
racism. Several places have 
held meetings in the last week.

Some 300 people packed 
into a Refugees Are Welcome 
Here public meeting in 
Glasgow to hear eyewitness 
reports from a delegation to 
the Greek island of Lesvos. 

Amal Azzudin, Pinar Aksu 
and Margaret Woods spoke 
about the Glasgow Campaign 
to Welcome Refugees 
delegation’s experience. 

Support
They said the only support 
refugees receive is from local 
people. 

The delegation passed 
on £6,000 in donations they 
had collected to grassroots 
organisations which are 
helping refugees. One boat 
sank while they were there. 
Donations paid for burial costs.

“These people are dying just 

because of where they were 
born,” Pinar said. 

To huge applause, Margaret 
argued, “Europe and Britain 
need to open the borders and 
let people in. Airlift the refugees 
here. They are welcome and 
we have a responsibility to 
welcome refugees.” 

Some 45 people attended 
Coventry’s first Stand Up to 
Racism public meeting on 
refugee solidarity last week. 

Nasma spoke poignantly 
about how she and her mother 
fled Syria and were forced to 
leave her brother and father in 
a Lebanese refugee camp. 

Sabir from the Coventry 
Refugee and Migrant Centre 
took on the myths that 
refugees and migrants don’t 
enrich our society.
Thanks to Lorraine Barrie 
and Patrick Connellan
lstanduptoracism.org.uk

Saying it loud and clear in Edinburgh last Saturday

The huge hall in Glasgow hears eyewitness accounts

ANTI-FASCISM
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STEEL WORKERS

 Workers say unions must  
 act to save jobs in Redcar
by DAVE SEWELL

STEEL GIANT SSI which owns the 
Redcar steel works in Teesside, 
north east England, went into liqui-
dation on Friday of last week.

SSI has already announced 1,700 
layoffs. Between SSI employees, con-
tractors and the knock-on effect on 
the local economy, up to 9,000 jobs 
could go.

Ben Middleton works in a shop 
near the plant. He told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m worried for my job—a 
lot of our customers are steel work-
ers. Nobody wants to think about it.”

The Tories announced a package of 
up to £80 million to help redundant 
steel workers re-train or start their 
own businesses.

Ben said, “Some half arsed scheme 
won’t help. There’s a real sense of 
anger at the government for not step-
ping in.”

S h a d o w  c h a n c e l l o r  J o h n 
McDonnell visited workers on 
Monday of this week. He has called 
on the government to intervene and 
invest to keep production going.

The Tories say European Union 
rules stop them doing this.

But Ian Davies, a Community 
union rep at Tata Steel’s plant in 
Scunthorpe, told Socialist Worker, 
“That view stems from their unwill-
ingness to help. 

“In Italy the government bought 
out the whole steel industry. They 
could bail the banks out, so why not 
steel?”

A decline in steel prices is driving 

an industry crisis. But steel is needed.
Ian said, “There’s a million new 

homes need building, there’s talk of 
improving the rail network.

“But corporations are unwilling to 
invest in steel. The only real interven-
tion that could have an effect now is 
by the state.” 

Trade union leaders slammed 
the government’s inaction. But they 
haven’t turned their words into 
action. 

If workers did take action they 
could count on widespread public 
support.

Ian said, “The unions could be 

putting much more pressure on the 
government, calling demonstrations. 

“There’s clearly things workers can 
do.

“If unions argued seriously for an 
alternative—for government action 
and nationalisation—they could 
ballot over jobs.”

UNION ELECTION

Vote John Burgess to get 
a real fightback in Unison
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

NOMINATIONS FOR the 
general secretary election 
for Britain’s largest public 
sector union, Unison, end 
on Friday of this week. 

At least two candidates 
will challenge incumbent 
Dave Prentis.

Left wing challenger John 
Burgess is branch secretary 
of Barnet Unison in north 
London.

The branch has fought 
council attacks, resisted 
privatisation and encouraged 
solidarity with other workers.

The other challenger is 
Heather Wakefield. With 
Prentis she has failed to 
lead a real fight against the 
Tories.

Unison members made 
their dissatisfaction with 
their union leadership clear 
at a national conference and 
a special local government 
conference this year.

Wakefield is the 
national officer for local 
government—the sellout 
over local government 
pay in England and Wales 
happened on her watch. 

Women workers would 
have benefitted greatly had 
the Unison leadership led 
a real fight over pay and 
pensions. Instead it called 
strikes off after one day.

Electing John can 
encourage real resistance, 
and boost confidence across 
the labour movement. 
lGo to johnburgess4gensec.
blogspot.co.uk

BARNET COUNCIL

 Fresh walkout hits Barnet council bosses
WORKERS AT Barnet council 
in north London were set 
to strike for 24 hours on 
Wednesday of this week. 

They are striking during 
the Tory party conference 
to highlight the danger of 
outsourcing local government 
services.

The Unison union members’ 
walkout is against another 
wave of privatisation at the 
Tory-run council.

The council has already 
outsourced hundreds of Barnet 
workers. 

This has often led to 
redundancy as jobs are moved 
as far afield as Darlington, 
Carlisle, Southampton, 
Coventry and Belfast.

Barnet council’s latest plans 
could see children’s centres, 
libraries and social work 
farmed out. 

The walkout next week 
will include occupational 
therapists, refuse workers, 
social workers, children’s 

centre, catering and library 
staff. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell gave the strikers 
his backing. He said, “I am 
fully behind Barnet Unison 
members taking strike action 
on 7 October. 

“If possible I hope to join 
you on the picket line.”

The union is also supporting 

a lobby of the council on 
12 October called by Save 
Barnet Libraries against the 
privatisation plans.
lSend solidarity messages to 
contactus@barnetunison.org.
uk Donate to Barnet Unison 
Industrial Action Fund, Building 
4, North London Business 
Park, Oakleigh Road South, 
London N11 1NP

THE STEEL works in Redcar, Teesside 

TRANSPORT

 Say no to a  
 third runway  
 at Heathrow
A PROTEST against a 
proposed third runway for 
London’s Heathrow Airport 
was set to take place in the 
capital’s Parliament Square 
from 11am this Saturday. 

Environmentalist 
groups warn that a new 
runway would be a 
disaster for the climate.

Expanding Heathrow 
would subject wide 
swathes of London and 
the Thames Valley to 
worse noise pollution. 

This has even forced 
some Tory MPs in affected 
areas to come out 
against the expansion.

But most of the debate 
at the top is about 
where else to put a new 
runway, which would be 
the eighth in London.

A coalition including 
the Heathrow Association 
for the Control of Aircraft 
called the protest.
lGo to hacan.org.uk for more 
information

PAY CAMPAIGNS

AROUND 40 street lighting 
workers in Sheffield, South 
Yorkshire, struck on Friday 
of last week against attacks 
on pay.

The GMB union members 
are employed by outsourcer 
Amey on a contract to 
Sheffield City Council. 

Peter Davis is the union’s 
regional officer. He said 
the company has “imposed 
new pay rates without 
consultation” and is refusing 
“to honour our recognition 
procedure and sick pay”.

More strikes are planned.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

CAMDEN

 NSL strikers  
 want to step  
 up pay action
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Camden, central London, 
have voted for further action 
in their pay dispute.

A strikers’ meeting asked 
for a two-week strike later this 
month. Dates have yet to be 
confirmed. 

The Unison union members 
are fighting outsourcing giant 
NSL for £9.50 an hour and 
better terms and conditions. 

Workers struck twice for 
three days in August, and for 
seven days in September. 
lRush messages of support 
to george.binette@camden.
gov.uk Make out cheques to 
Camden Unison hardship or 
donate via pay pal at  
bit.ly/1VB3iUj Sign a petition at 
bit.ly/1WIdOvz

On strike earlier this year  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

mailto:george.binette@camden.gov.uk
mailto:george.binette@camden.gov.uk
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  SYRIA ATTACKS  
 HURT CIVILIANS  
by JUDITH ORR

THE TORIES are talking up 
the prospect of winning a 
vote for airstrikes in Syria.

This is in the same week 
as Russia began a military 
bombardment that has killed 
many civilians in over 100 
sorties over the country. 

Syrian socialist Joseph 
Daher told Socialist Worker, 
“Russia wants to shore up 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime, 
which is crumbling, so it 
is attacking all forms of 
opposition. 

“The people who pay the 
heaviest price are civilians, 
not fighters of any kind.”

The West has attacked 
Russia’s president Vladimir 
Putin for the air strikes. 

The US is angry because 
Russia’s targets include CIA-
funded opposition groups.

Tory defence secretary 
Michael Fallon said Russian 
strikes were helping the 
“butcher Assad”. This is 
the same butcher the West 
recently said it is willing to 
work with.

Reactionary
The Tories claim Western 
military intervention will 
target the rise of the reaction-
ary Islamist group Isis and 
stop terror attacks in Britain. 

Fallon even declared it 
would be “morally wrong” 
for Britain not to join the 

Western bombing in Syria. 
He said, “We can’t leave 

it to French, Australian and 
American aircraft to keep our 
own British streets safe.” 

But Joseph pointed out, 
“The skies of Syria are filled 
with jets from across the 
world. 

“The West’s bombing has 
not stopped the growth of Isis 
in Syria or Iraq. The solution 

is not military. It needs a 
political alternative to impe-
rialism and dictatorship.”

The last thing ordinary 
Syrians need is yet more 
bombs dropping over their 
heads. And Western impe-
rialist attacks don’t stop 
terrorism—they fuel it.

Joseph argued that the 
West is not interested in the 
plight of ordinary people in 

Syria. All it wants is “stability 
in the region for geopolitical 
reasons and to stop the flow 
of refugees to Europe”.

He added, “They see Assad 
as a rational player in the 
region whereas Isis is the per-
fect enemy. 

“It means they can pose 
intervention as part of ‘war 
against terror’.”

Joseph added, “The West 

makes the whole refugee 
crisis about Isis. But really 
most Syrians who have fled 
are escaping the barrel bombs 
of Assad’s forces. 

“Some 10 ,000 were 
dropped in the first six 
months of this year.”

Socialist Worker argues 
that all refugees should be 
free to travel wherever they 
choose. But we stand against 

any outside military interven-
tion in Syria. 

The West’s bombs will 
not be kinder than the 
Russian ones. As Joseph 
said, “The Western leaders 
are hypocrites. 

“They complain about 
Russia killing civilians yet US 
bombs destroyed a hospital 
killing doctors and patients in 
an Afghanistan hospital last 
week” (see below).

Majority
The Tories may say they are 
confident about winning 
a vote in Westminster for 
bombing Syria. But they only 
have a majority of 12 in the 
House of Commons.

The issue has divided the 
Labour Party. 

Newly elected leader 
Jeremy Corbyn has long 
campaigned against military 
intervention. 

But shadow foreign secre-
tary Hilary Benn has called 
for creating “safe zones” 
within Syria, which would 
require military intervention 
to police them.

Anti-war activists should 
d e m a n d  L a b o u r  M P s 
oppose bombing Syria and 
organise opposition to the 
warmongers.  
Go to stopwar.org.uk

RUSSIAN BOMBS have killed many civilians in Syria—Western bombs won’t be any kinder

AFGHANISTAN

 Outrage over ‘war crime’ as US bombs kill 22 people in an Afghan hospital
US BOMBS killed  
22 people in a hospital 
in Kunduz in northern 
Afghanistan last Saturday. 

The dead included 12 
doctors and ten patients. 

The hospital was run 
by charity Medicines sans 
Frontiers (MSF).

Lajos Zoltan Jecs, an 
MSF nurse based in the 
hospital, described the 
carnage as the US plane 
circled and bombarded 
them. 

He said, “It was 

absolutely terrifying. 
There are no words for 
how terrible it was. In 
the intensive care unit six 
patients were burning in 
their beds.”

The coordinates of 
the hospital had been 
regularly given to 
Nato and the Afghan 
government. 

MSF said these were last 
communicated on 
29 September. 

As missiles designed 
to blow up tanks were 

fired on the hospital, staff 
contacted US and Afghan 
officials in desperation. 

They explained that 
health care workers and 
patients were in the 
hospital being attacked. 

The bombing carried on 
for a further half an hour.

The US changed its 
story on the bombing after 
international outcry. 

First it dismissed 
the dead as “collateral 
damage”.

Then it said the 

bombing was carried out 
to protect US forces. 

Finally it claimed 
Afghan troops called in the 
air strikes.

Hamdullah Danishi, the 
acting governor of Kunduz, 
confirmed the hospital was 
not an accidental target. 

He claimed that Taliban 
were in the hospital’s “vast 
garden” which he said 
justified the bombing.

MSF is demanding an 
investigation of what it is 
treating as a war crime.The aftermath of the hospital bombing  Picture: MSF

On other pages
Alex Callinicos on Syria’s 
clash of empires >>Page 6
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