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lCASH STRAPPED HOSPITALS IN CRISIS
lJUNIOR DOCTORS’ FURY AT CONTRACTS

SYRIA 

More bombs from 
West and Russia 
will make it worse
THE TORIES want to push 
forward with proposals to join 
the US in bombing Syria. They 
claim this will stop the rise of 
Isis and make Britain safer.

Yet Isis is still increasing 
the areas it controls despite a 
year of US bombing. And the 
experience of Afghanistan and 
Iraq shows Western wars only 
inflame the situation.  
>>Page 8

IMMIGRATION BILL 

Tories’ plans 
for new racist 
clampdown   
TORIES ARE trying to put 
much of the anti‑migrant 
bile from home secretary 
Theresa May’s conference 
speech into law. 

The Tories’ Immigration 
Bill, which had its second 
reading on Tuesday of 
this week, aims to make 
people blame migrants for 
economic problems. 
>>Page 7

PALESTINE 

Conditions are 
ripe for a  
‘Third Intifada’ 
A NEW outburst of Palestinian 
resistance is firmly underway. 
Ismael Haniyeh, leader of 
Palestinian resistance group 
Hamas, has declared this is 
the start of a “Third Intifada”, 
or uprising. Third Intifada or 
not, there’s no doubting the 
intensity and scale of protest.
>>Page 6 
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lDELEGATES AND visitors 
queued for hours to get a 

seat for Jeremy Corbyn’s first 
leader’s speech in Brighton.

They do things differently in 
the Tory Party, where money talks 
loudest.

Reserved places for Cameron’s big 
speech were on sale, priced £500.

Bizarrely, people went.

Oh my Lords—the meetings 
and the shares stay secret   
THE TORY peer who sug-
gested more than half of 
NHS beds could be cut 
attended a meeting about 
also replacing the health 
service with a private 
insurance scheme.

Lord Prior was revealed in 
the press last week as sug-
gesting  to consultancy firm 
McKinsey that half of NHS 
beds could be scrapped.

He made the disclosure to 
an executive during a tour of 
US health facilities paid for 
by the consultancy firm. 

It came two months after 
Prior was invited by McKinsey 
to the meeting. 

The company tried to 
block details of the confer-
ence in September 2013 from 
being made public.

Topics discussed included 
sessions on “building a 
national health insurer” and 
“private health insurance 

growth opportunities—the 
new frontier”.

McKinsey earns millions of 
pounds supplying services to 
the NHS and advising private 
healthcare clients.

lAnother government 
minister failed to declare 

shares worth £50,000 in 
a company lobbying the 
government. 

The House of Lords code 
of conduct obligates mem-
bers to declare shareholdings 
“exceeding £50,000 in value” 
in the chamber’s register of 
interests. 

Private equity mogul and 
Tory donor Lord Nash bought 
£49,998.60 in energy switch-
ing company This Is The Big 
Deal Ltd—just £1.60 below 
the threshold. 

A single additional share 
would have pushed him over 
the limit.

lWHAT SHOULD prime ministers 
do when they’re in a pickle? 

Ask a football manager!
Apparently Manchester United manager 

Alex Ferguson advised Tony Blair to 
“get rid” of a colleague, thought to be 
Gordon Brown. Blair replied, “It’s all 
very well, Alex, but how would it be if 
you got rid of a player and still found 
him in the dressing room every day?”

The hidden, tragic 
victim of 9/11 terror
YOU MAY think that there 
were 2,753 victims of the 
9/11 terror attacks. 

But there is one whose 
story was never told—until 
now.

Iain Duncan Smith has 
revealed that the terror 
attacks were the reason for 
his failure as Tory leader.

They grabbed all the 
attention—and left none 
for him.

Duncan Smith told a 
fringe meeting at the Tory 
conference, “The day 
before I got elected the 
towers were struck. 

“So we got no lift on my 
announcement.”

l Occasionally Socialist 
Worker sellers stand 

behind a table to sell their 

wares. But for the SW 
seller who has everything  
Troublemaker offers, 
via the How to Spend It 
supplement of the Financial 
Times, the table (pictured) 
for the campaign that has 
everything.

Apparently it’s “A 
sculptural table with a 
reclaimed feel and many 
uses; as a preparation area 
or place to perch and dine, 
ideal for small spaces. 

“With a black iron frame 
and a solid elm top, this 
combination of materials 
is a design masterpiece.” 

A snip at £795.

Tories back a no-fly 
zone... in Britain!
THE government has 
approved a no-fly 
zone in Britain. 

It comes into force 
next month after a 
request from royal 
scroungers the Duke  
and Duchess of 
Cambridge.

All aircraft, except 
emergency aircraft, 
will be banned from 
flying within 1.5 miles 
of their Anmer Hall 
mansion, near King’s 
Lynn in Norfolk.

They don’t want 
the press flying over 
because they hate 
publicity so much.

lOTHER royals 
want more 

snooping, not less.

For a whopping 
£21,500—or £23,000 
depending on 
experience—you could 
help provide security 
to the queen.

The royals are 
looking for a 
“vetting officer” to  
work at Buckingham 
Palace. 

The successful 
candidate will vet 
references for royal 
employees and should be  
“naturally tenacious”.

Aaaarghh! Gordon Brown!

The publicity shy Duchess

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Deeply insulting 
and not grown up’
An anonymous member of 
the Privy Council on Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn missing 
a ceremony

‘A snub for the 
queen’
Tory MP and Privy Council 
member Keith Simpson

‘Full-scale 
ideological 
warfare’
Sun TV critic Ally Ross 
denounces the Great British 
Bake Off—because some 
contestants weren’t white

‘BBC execs no 
doubt did a 
multicultural jig 
of politically-
correct joy’
Ross on the victory of Muslim 
woman Nadiya Hussain

‘Madrass Kicker!’
The Sun celebrates David 
Cameron’s attack on Muslims

‘Maniacal’
Columnist Rod Liddle on  
food waste campaigners

‘Being from 
Belfast, we’re 
used to mindless 
violence’
Cereal seller Alan Keery  
in a bizarre response to  
anti-gentrification protesters 
who targeted his cafe

‘This isn’t just 
cereal’
His ridiculous brother Gary

LORD PRIOR of health cuts

ALL RISE

13%
rise in complaints against 
police forces in England 
and Wales in the 12 
months to April compared 
to the previous year

46%
the rise for Lincolnshire

Facebook likes 
are taxing
FACEBOOK HAS rightly 
insisted it is complying 
with the law despite 
paying less than £5,000 in 
corporation tax here last 
year.

The social media giant’s 
British arm paid just 
£4,327 in company taxes.

Facebook’s payment 
of £4,327 is less than 
a single worker on an 
average salary of £26,500 
would pay. 

A worker would fork 
out £3,180 in income tax 
and £2,213 in national 
insurance contributions.

Facebook made a global 
profit of £1.9 billion, on 
revenue of £8.1 billion. 
The UK revenues were 
£105 million. 

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 42184
London
SW8 2WD@

No room at the 
Nazi death trap
THE NAZI British National 
Party (BNP) announced 
its Autumn conference—
but they can’t say where 
“because people phone 
up and intimidate the 
owners”. 

They say, “We have 
heavily subsidised the cost 
of the rooms to provide 
you with a great offer on 
accommodation at this 
very unique venue.

By “unique venue” do 
they mean Peter Metcalfe’s 
in Blackpool? 

The BNP’s chosen 
conference hotelier was 
given the longest ever 
sentence for breaching fire 
safety regulations last year. 

“I would say it was 
a death trap,’ said Alex 
Bracken, Blackpool 
Council’s housing 
enforcement manager. 

Here’s hoping.



IN THIS WEEK

 2003
Gas protests oust 
Bolivian president
Gonzalo Sanchez de 
Lozada quit as president 
of Bolivia on 17 October 
after mass protests for 
his resignation.

Troops had killed 
dozens in an attack on 
blockades and marches 
against his plan for gas 
exports to the US.

IN BRIEF
Ovens’ closure 
kills jobs hope
THE COKE ovens and blast 
furnace at Redcar steel works 
are to be closed—meaning 
the plant will probably never 
reopen. They had been kept 
running while administrators 
of bankrupt owners SSI 
looked for a new buyer.

The plant’s closure could 
mean up to 9,000 job losses.

Black people 
tasered more
BLACK PEOPLE are three 
times more likely to be 
tasered by police, the Home 
Office has admitted.

Black people were the 
victims in 12 percent of 
taser incidents in England 
and Wales in the last five 
years. Only 4 percent of the 
population is black.

Royal Mail now 
fully privatised
THE TORIES sold off the last 
remaining public stake in the 
Royal Mail this week. 

The bulk of Royal Mail was 
privatised for £3.3 billion in 
2013. One investment firm 
made £8 million profit selling 
newly bought shares in the 
first week of trading.

Rotherham cop 
pleads guilty
A POLICE officer in 
Rotherham has admitted 
misconduct in a public office 
after using his position to 
inappropriately contact 
vulnerable women.

Lee Lucas also pled guilty 
to making indecent images 
of children. Around 1,400 
indecent images of children 
were found on his computer.

Anger as MPs debate attack on unions
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

TRADE UNIONISTS were set to 
protest and rally in parliament 
on Tuesday of this week as the 
Tories’ Trade Union Bill moved to 
committee stage. 

Requirements for unions to 
give two weeks’ notice of social 
media content during strikes could 
be dropped from the bill, it was 
rumoured.

This underlined how draconian 
the bill is. Even some Tories can’t 
support it without changes.

Some union leaders have focused 
their strategy on appealing to right 
wing MPs. But this won’t change 
the main thrust of the bill, which 

will make it far harder for unions to 
legally call strikes.

Councils in Scotland have stated 
their opposition to the bill.

It is limited opposition, only 
relating to measures on collecting 
union subs and providing facility 
time to reps.

But it is clearly welcome—and 
every councillor should be pressured 
to repeat the stance.

None of this changes the need 
to mobilise against the Tories’ 
attack on trade unions—and for 
union leaders to encourage mass 
resistance.
TUC lobby of parliament, Monday 
2 November. Unite the Resistance 
conference, Saturday 14 November. 
Go to uniteresist.org for details

FIGURE IT OUT

54%
 of strikes since 1997 would have 
been illegal under the Tories’ new 
measures, research suggests

3.3 million
workers would have been denied 
the right to strike—on top of those 
whose strike votes were blocked 
under existing anti-union laws

3.8 million
Public sector workers face an 
attack on their unions’ subs

 ‘Who will protect us from 
the police?’ ask Yemenis
by NICK CLARK

A YEMENI Muslim family in 
Birmingham have told Socialist 
Worker they were harassed by 
police who then tried to recruit 
their son as an informant.

Police harrassment and criminali-
sation of young people is common-
place in working class areas. Young 
Muslims are particularly vulnerable. 

Farouk is 18. He told Socialist 
Worker about his frightening expe-
rience when officers came for him. 
Now his local community is organis-
ing to protest at police actions.

Police burst into the Alshibani fam-
ily’s home on Monday 28 September 
while Farouk was out. Both front and 
back doors show dents where police 
used a battering ram.

Farouk’s mum Mazda was upstairs 
bathing her two and three year old 
sons. Mazda, who doesn’t speak 
English, says police refused to allow 
her to put on a headscarf or provide 
an interpreter.

She said, “They were all laughing 
and shouting. I didn’t understand 
what they were saying.”

When Farouk’s dad and older sister 
arrived, police told them to call when 
Farouk came back.

When the police returned, the 
family were told to wait in the garden 
while police spoke to Farouk inside.

The police then took Farouk from 
the house, but did not arrest him. 
They said they wanted to speak to 
him in connection with a missing girl.

Despite saying he knew noth-
ing, police took Farouk to several 
parks and the city centre to point 
out anyone he thought would know 
where she was.  

Farouk was taken to a police sta-
tion. He said, “I told them I wanted to 
write a statement. They told me, no 
we don’t have any paper.”

What cops were really interested 
in was the location of Farouk’s friend 

Mohammed. They drove round until 
they spotted him in a pizza shop.

Police left the two young men 
waiting in a park until 2am. Farouk 
was then taken away in handcuffs. 
Neither was arrested.

The next day, the same officers 
Farouk had been with told him they 
had found the missing girl. But that 
didn’t mean they were done with 
him. They told him to be at home the 
following Friday.

Farouk said, “When they came to 
the house they said, you look like a 
good guy for us. Will you work for 
us? We’ll give you good money. They 
said, we’ll train you.”

Farouk, whose first language is 
not English, says “I thought he was 
telling me I was going to be a police 
officer”—and he initially agreed.

But after a friend told him what an 
informant is, he changed his mind.

The family then contacted commu-
nity activists for help. When police 
arrived at the house again to pick 
Farouk up on Monday 5 October, two 
activists were there to confront them.

The police left empty-handed. But 
Farouk and Mohammed say the next 
day police raided a hostel where 
Farouk had recently lived, demand-
ing to know where he was.

West Midlands Police had not 
responded to a request for comment 
as Socialist Worker went to press.

The family feel persecuted. They 
invited activists and members of the 
Yemeni community to a meeting at 
their house last Sunday.

Farouk says he doesn’t know why 
the police want him as an informant. 

Farouk’s father says he knows of 
another Yemeni man who sent his 
sons back to Yemen after a similar 
experience with police.

Another person at the meeting 
said, “This is quite worrying for the 
community. If this was a gang we 
would be looking to the police. But 
this is happening from the police. 
Who’s going to protect us?”

FAROUK FROM Birmingham (main) says he was harrassed by officers 
from West Midlands Police (inset)   Main picture: SocialiSt Worker
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 Revolt over  
 Tories’ plot  
 to privatise  
 health care
Growing resistance among junior 
doctors is blocking NHS attacks, 
writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

A JUNIOR doctors’ revolt is rock-
ing the Tories’ plans to impose 
new contracts that rip up terms 
and conditions and put patient 
safety at risk. 

More than 2,000 people marched 
through Bristol city centre last 
weekend ahead of a second London 
protest this Saturday.

Thousands joined demonstra-
tions in London and Manchester 
earlier this month.

Tory health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt is desperately trying to stop 
junior doctors from taking indus-
trial action. He knows it could 
spark more struggles among NHS 
workers. 

The Tories and right wing press 
have tried to paint the protesting 
doctors as “greedy”. But they face 
pay cuts of up to 30 percent.

And the dispute is about more 
than pay. 

Joe is a medical student in south 
London. He told Socialist Worker, 
“The Tories are taking a sledgeham-
mer to pay and conditions and it is 
part of their plans for wholesale 
privatisation.”

The campaign’s slogan, Not Fair, 
Not Safe, highlights the impact on 
patient care.

Joe explained, “Many doctors are 
already moving out of the country 
or out of speciality areas such as 
GPs and accident and emergency 
(A&E).”

This has forced hospital bosses 
to rely on agency staff and locum 
doctors.

Bandages
Joe said, “One of my friends was on 
A&E rotation—out of 12 posts, ten 
were locum doctors.”

But health care isn’t just about 
administering medicines and 
bandages. 

“You have a long term commit-
ment to patients,” said Joe. “Locums 
are not familiar with the hospital 
and the patients. 

“This can be a real problem when 
hospitals can have different ways of 
testing and antibiotics policies.”

Making exhausted doctors work 

longer hours will increase the 
chance of mistakes being made.

The Tories talk of bringing in 
“seven day working”, but most ser-
vices already run 24/7. 

Their real aim is to smash pay to 
soften the NHS up for privatisation.

The Tories hoped junior doctors 
would be a soft target they could 
make an example of.

Instead doctors have given an 
example of how to fight.

Andy, a Unison union health 
worker in east London, told Socialist 
Worker, “We know the attack on 
junior doctors is a precursor for the 
rest of the NHS.

“The Tories are coming for the 
rest of us. 

“Unison leader Dave Prentis said 
he’d lead a fight, but we’ve heard 
hardly anything. We need to join 
the junior doctors and strike.”

Rank and file doctors have writ-
ten to Hunt saying his concessions 
are not enough. 

Joe said, “The question is whether 
the BMA will swallow some conces-
sions. It put up so little resistance 
over the Health and Social Care Act 
in 2012. But we’re determined—we 
want to strike.”
Thanks to Martin Upchurch

Go to Facebook page Junior doctors 
London protest #2 Let’s save the 
NHS! and East Midlands Junior 
Doctors Solidarity Protest&March #2 
and see #notfairnotsafe on Twitter

BACK STORY
The Tories are attacking junior 
doctors’ pay and conditions
lThey claim they want “seven 
day working” to help patients
lBut most health services 
already run seven days a week
lTheir real aim is to make the 
NHS more attractive for bosses 
so that it can be privatised
lTory cuts and immigration 
rules are stretching the health 
service to breaking point
lBut the attacks have sparked a 
revolt among junior doctors

OVER 2,000 junior doctors marched through Bristol last weekend  Picture: Phil Jones

 Cuts help create £2 billion NHS deficit
THE NHS is heading for a 
£2 billion deficit. New figures 
from health watchdog Monitor 
show that the NHS “overspent” 
by £930 million in three months.

The deficit has skyrocketed 
because of rising demand for 
care, the staffing crisis and 
budget cuts.

The NHS had a surplus of 
nearly £2 billion in 2009-10. Last 
year it had a deficit of nearly 
£1 billion. A Sunday Mirror 
newspaper investigation showed 
that 35,000 doctors and nurses 
could be sacked to save money.

Fewer staff will mean care 
deteriorates further.

Meanwhile, the Tories are 
pushing through immigration 
rules that will make it harder for 

nurses to come into Britain.
Migrants from outside the 

European Union will have to 
earn at least £35,000 a year after 
six years to remain in Britain. 

It is already difficult to recruit 
nurses from overseas.

Central Manchester University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
was stopped from bringing over 
275 Indian nurses this summer 
as they couldn’t get visas. 

Health campaigner Martin 
Rathfelder told Socialist Worker, 
“We’re already around 500 
nurses short in Manchester, 
because so many are jacking it 
in. 

“The winter crisis has 
started—there’s a shortage of 
places.” Nurses—overstretched

 Call for strikes in Scotland
AMBULANCE workers 
in Scotland have 
voted overwhelmingly 
for an official strike 
ballot. 

The GMB union 
members want the 
Scottish National 
Party government and 
bosses to deal with 
the mounting pressure 
on the service.

Lack of funding and 
increasing pressure 
are putting strain on 
staff and patients’ 

services. 
Their demands 

include properly 

enforcing the 30 
minute checks for 
“cold” ambulances 
and 15 minutes for 
“hot” ones. 

Workers are also 
angry about the lack 
of adequate time 
for meal breaks and 
shifts overrunning 
among other issues. 

These issues are 
also being felt sharply 
elsewhere, such as 
in the failing London 
Ambulance Service.

Ambulance workers
could vote for strikes

WHAT WE THINK

A placard on the protest

INTERNATIONAL 
 International day of protests  
 in solidarity with refugees
ANTI-FASCISTS from 
around Europe met 
in Greece last week 
and called a day of 
protests on Saturday 
19 March. The call 
came from the 
conference of Greek 
anti-racist and anti-
fascist organisation 
Keerfa.

Margaret Woods 
of the Glasgow 
Campaign to Welcome 
Refugees was at the 
conference. She told 
Socialist Worker, 
“The conference 
agreed that a 
huge international 
demonstration is 
necessary to demand 
safe routes into 
Europe for refugees.”

Keerfa has been a 
leading force in the 
fight against the Nazi 
party Golden Dawn. 

Golden Dawn 
leaders and members 
are currently on trial 
for being members 
of a criminal 

organisation and 
murder.

The court saw 
footage of a Golden 
Dawn organiser 
telling members to 
“slaughter everything 
that moves” if they 
got the go-ahead from 
a senior MP.

He also underlined 
that members act on 
the party’s orders or 
not at all.

lGREECE’S prime 
minister Alexis Tsipras 
went on military 
exercises last week, 
with defence minister 
Panos Kammenos.

Kammenos is a 
notorious bigot and 
leader of the right 
wing Independent 
Greeks.

This follows joint 
exercises with Israeli 
forces in Israel.

PANOS KAMMENOS (left) and Alexis Tsipras

 Monster march in Berlin says  
 no to the bosses’ TTIP treaty
UP TO 250,000 
people marched 
through Berlin last 
Saturday against 
the proposed 
Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP).

It was Germany’s 
biggest demonstration 
since protests against 
the Iraq war in 2003.

TTIP is a planned 
treaty to create the 
world’s biggest free 
trade area, involving 
the European Union 

(EU) and the US.
It could give 

bosses more powers 
by overturning 

regulations on safety, 
workers’ rights and 
the environment. 

Unions, opposition 
parties and campaign 
groups called the 
protest.

Other anti-TTIP 
events took place 
around Europe on 
Saturday. 

Shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell 
addressed a 
hundreds-strong rally 
in central London’s 
Conway Hall.

 Shaker starts hunger strike
by KEN OLENDE

PROTESTS are 
growing for the 
immediate release of 
Shaker Aamer, the last 
British resident held 
in US prison camp 
Guantanamo Bay. 

The US has said he 
is cleared for release 
after 14 years being 
held without trial, but 
has yet to announce 
a date. 

Shaker is on hunger 
strike, eating the bare 
minimum to survive. 

Some celebrities are 
fasting to highlight his 
case.

Shaker’s family 
issued a statement 
saying, “Our family 
will be joining in the 
fasts with all of you. 
Let's all bring Shaker 
home”.

A public meeting 
with shadow 
chancellor John 
McDonnell and 
Victoria Brittain will 
be held at 7pm on 
25 November in 
Committee Room  
9 at Parliament.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

FISCAL ROW FLAGS UP 
TENSIONS IN LABOUR

 B
UNGLING baron 
George Osborne was 
set to push through 
a fiscal charter in 
parliament this week.

It is the fourth such vote in five 
years. Osborne is partly playing 
parliamentary games. 

He keeps changing his 
economic targets and then 
congratulating himself for not 
quite meeting them.

But it is also a repeated 
attempt to copperfasten austerity 
into legislation. Osborne’s 
handling of the economy is an 
assault on the working class 
disguised as fiscal caution. 

Instead of attacking this, the 
Labour Party has turned on itself.

In the run-up to the Labour 
conference shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell backed the 
charter. 

The new Labour leadership had 
blinked and wanted to appear to 
be reasonable. 

McDonnell claimed the charter 
did not define the “normal times” 
when borrowing was forbidden. 

And that, unlike Osborne, 
he would achieve a surplus by 
“investing” to grow.  

Except the charter did—and 
it rules out borrowing money to 

invest it. McDonnell was pledging 
to support something more  
pro-austerity than anything 
former Labour leader Ed Miliband 
had backed.

The shift back to opposing the 
measure was the right thing to do.

But Labour MPs pounced on 
the opportunity to denounce the 
left wing leaders of their own 
party. 

For all the noise none of them 
are calling for Labour to back the 
charter. So what is going on? 

The tension at the centre 
of Labour is simple. Thousands 
of people look to Corbyn and 
McDonnell to stand up to 
austerity. But very few of them are 
Labour MPs. There are sustained 

efforts to destabilise Corbyn’s 
leadership or blunt its effect.

This was a small indication 
of the pressure being put to 
keep the consensus in favour of 
attacking the poor.

Another was the concerted 
attack on deputy Labour leader 
Tom Watson over his campaigning 
over historical allegations of child 
abuse.

Getting to the truth about 
allegations of historical child 
abuse is difficult. 

But what is clear is that, at 
various points, sections of the 
police, security services and 
the establishment covered up 
information about politicians 
raping children.

That the same bodies now 
seem keener on giving the deputy 
leader of the Labour Party a 
kicking than revealing the truth is 
as tawdry as it is unsurprising.

The establishment is a little 
rattled at any potential for change. 

The question is whether 
Corbyn and those around him 
look to the thousands outside 
parliament rather than the 
hundreds of their opponents 
inside it. Workers’ resistance 
outside parliament will be key to 
beating the Tories.

NO TO A BOSSES’ EUROPE
 THE EUROPEAN Union (EU) 

referendum campaigns are 
an unappealing bunch.

The pro-EU campaign—
supported by David Cameron and 
organised by the Labour right—
was launched by top former retail 
boss Lord Rose this week.

Rose said supporting the EU 
was “patriotic” and good for 
business. 

He seemed to think he was still 
fighting last year’s battle against 
Scottish independence with 
Freudian slips about staying “in 

Britain”. The whole thing dismayed 
many on the centre left. 

The Mirror newspaper warned 
that “a couple of Tory peers and a 
banker” won’t inspire workers to 
support the EU.

But this is the EU’s true face—a 
bosses’ club entirely compatible 
with nasty British nationalism.

Anti-EU politicians and bosses 
play to xenophobia and racism. 

And they want fewer 
protections for workers or the 
environment.

But they have been too 

fractious to agree on a single 
campaign.

Vile bigot and Ukip leader 
Nigel Farage has his own less 
“Westminster focused” campaign. 

Socialists trying to make a 
principled left wing case will have 
to stand apart from all these toxic 
campaigns.

Socialist Worker stands against 
“Fortress Europe” immigration 
controls, big business and David 
Cameron. 

That means being against the 
EU.

The new Labour 
leadership 
blinked and 
wanted to appear 
to be reasonable

‘‘ 

FIGURE IT OUT

£2 billion
 Deficit facing the NHS this year 
according to figures from the 
health watchdog Monitor

£2 billion
 Surplus that the NHS had in 
2009-10

£930 million
 Amount that the NHS 
“overspent” by in just one 
three-month period last year
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ANALYSIS 
NICK CLARK
ANALYSIS 

 Conditions are ripe  
 for a Third Intifada
A NEW outburst of Palestinian resistance is firmly 
underway. Ismael Haniyeh, leader of Palestinian 
resistance group Hamas which governs the Gaza Strip, 
has declared this is the start of a “Third Intifada”, or 
uprising.

Third Intifada or not, there’s no doubting the intensity and 
scale of the latest outbreak of protests and clashes.

Protests that began in occupied East Jerusalem have 
spread into the West Bank, Gaza and Israel itself. 

As Socialist Worker went to press, Israeli forces had killed 
at least 24 Palestinians since the start of this month. The 
figure includes at least eight children.

Much like the Second Intifada of 2000-2005, this 
explosion of resistance was triggered by Israeli incursions 
into the Al Aqsa mosque compound in East Jerusalem. 

Clashes between Palestinians and Israeli forces began 
last month when right wing Israeli groups tried to enter the 
compound ahead of a Jewish holiday.

The site of the mosque is holy to both Muslims and Jews. 
Many of those Israelis trying to enter the compound are 
squads of “temple activists”. These are right wing Israelis 
who say they want to demolish the Al Aqsa mosque and 
replace it with a Jewish “third temple”.

But this isn’t about a clash between two religions. Nor is 
this a case of mutual violence between two equivalent sides. 

Israeli settlers are systematically trying to force 
Palestinians out of East Jerusalem. Palestinians living in 
East Jerusalem are often forcibly evicted from their homes 
under Israeli “requisition” laws. These allow settlers to claim 
Palestinian houses as their own. 

Temple activists see the demolition of the Al Aqsa 
mosque as part of this strategy to cleanse East Jerusalem 
of Palestinians. So attempts to force their way into the 
compound are clear provocations. The responses from 
Palestinians—whether protests, riots or individual attacks on 
soldiers and settlers—are acts of resistance.

Settlers
Palestinians in the West Bank face violent attacks from 
settlers and Israeli soldiers too. And they have to contend 
with the daily reality of the occupation. 

But protesters there have also clashed with police from 
the Palestinian Authority (PA). The PA was set up to 
contain and police the Palestinian resistance. It has also 
implemented economic reforms that benefit Israeli and 
Western businesses and the Palestinian ruling class, but 
have left the majority of Palestinians impoverished.

Rulers in the PA have hoped that this would eventually 
lead to Palestinian statehood. Their vision of a state of 
Palestine alongside the state of Israel is no solution. 

There can be no real self-determination for Palestinians 
while Israel exists.

There is no sign that Israel will ever allow any kind of 
Palestinian state. Successive Israeli governments have 
preferred instead to build ever more settlements inside the 
Palestinian territories.

This set up can’t last. Speaking at the United Nations last 
month, PA president Mahmoud Abbas threatened to stop 
abiding by the Oslo Accords—to effectively stop cooperating 
with Israel. This may be bluster. But it shows that the 
renewed resistance is developing against the backdrop of a 
growing rift between the PA and Israel.

The situation is worse yet in the Gaza Strip. Almost ten 
years of an Israeli siege has put unemployment there at  
42 percent—60 percent among young people. 

Gazans are still reeling from Israel’s deadly assault last 
year. Israeli forces killed 2,251 Palestinians in Gaza over a 
period of six weeks during the summer of 2014. The Gaza 
Strip still experiences frequent blackouts after its only power 
station was bombed. And, thanks to the blockade, few of the 
100,000 destroyed homes have been rebuilt.

Revolt has been brewing in Palestine ever since. Similar 
protests and riots broke out across East Jerusalem last 
November. Palestinians clashed with Israeli forces around  
Al Aqsa in July this year.

Hopes for Palestinian freedom receded with the defeat 
of revolutions in Egypt and Syria. But resistance inside 
Palestine is growing anyway. This may or may not be the 
start of a Third Intifada. But the conditions for one are ripe.

UNITE UNION members on the picket line in Basildon, Essex  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Essex tractor strikers take on  
 their penny-pinching bosses
by DAVE SEWELL

WORKERS AT an Essex 
tractor factory are fighting 
for a pay rise—after years 
of bosses using “flexibility” 
to squeeze them dry.

New Holland Agriculture 
in Basildon is a highly profita-
ble subsidiary of Fiat, one the 
world’s biggest companies. 

But it only offered work-
ers a 1.8 percent pay deal this 
year and 1 percent in 2016.

Unite union member Dave 
told Socialist Worker, “This 
is a multi-billion pound 
company. 

“It owns Ferrari, Chrysler 
and Alfa Romeo. But when 
it’s time for a pay rise bosses 
plead poverty.”

Garage repair worker 
Colin added, “To us the mes-
sage is always ‘due to the  
current climate we can’t give 
you your money’. 

“But that ‘current climate’ 
never stops them paying the 
investors.”

Picketing
More than 200 Unite mem-
bers—a majority of the plant’s 
manual workforce—were 
picketing at the factory gates 
on Friday of last week. It was 
the workers’ second 24-hour 
walkout in the dispute.

For many, the dispute has 
brought resentment about 
working conditions to a head.

They are proud to be one 
of Fiat’s most profitable fac-
tories. But those profits have 

come through waiving reg-
ulations that limit working 
time.

Workers said that some 
days start at 6am and don’t 
finish until 10pm because of 
overtime. 

They said that “ridiculous” 
shifts can be “physically and 
mentally draining”.

That’s one side of a culture 
of “flexibility” that has work-
ers at bosses’ beck and call.

The other is a practice 
of “laying off” workers on 
reduced pay for weeks at 
a time when they are “not 
needed”. One worker said, 

“We haven’t done a full 
year’s work in four years. You 
don’t know from one day to 
another if you’re going to be 
laid off. 

“After Christmas last year 
we were sent home for three 
weeks.”

As more high tech meth-
ods have come in, pressure 
for flexible working has 
increased.

Anger
And it’s created an anger 
that’s fuelled big majorities 
in votes against the pay offer 
and for the strike.

Dave said, “I think the 
company was shocked by 
the size of the majority that 
rejected their offer. 

“And if they come back 
with a new one the union’s 
got to bring it to us.”

He added that the strike 
was “hurting” the bosses. 
Trai lers  had remained 
unloaded and the factory 
had production deadlines to 
meet.

Talks were taking place 
as Socialist Worker went 
to press and many workers 
hoped for a speedy victory.

But they are prepared to 
keep fighting. 

They were set to hold fur-
ther strikes on Wednesday of 
this week, next week and the 
week after.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

First walkout in 14 years
THE STRIKES at New 
Holland Agriculture 
are the first walkouts 
workers have taken 
there for 14 years.

One worker stressed 
that the workforce is 
“not militant”—and 
admitted to voting 
for the Tories.

But he added, “This is 
about respect, mutual 
respect.

“The high 
tech work 
we do for 
the farmers 
is feeding 
the planet. 
And we 
just want 

better for our families.”
Striker Derek added, 

“We’ve had enough of 
being patted on the back 
and told we’re doing a 
good job—until it’s time 
for pay discussions.

“How long can you 
roll over and just let 

the piss get taken 
out of you?”

The strikes are a 
sign of the fury 
that workers 
feel at their 
treatment.

The dispute 
is officially 

about pay—but 
workers are angry 
at conditions too.

Demanding respect
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May attacks 
migrants as    
refugees 
locked out
The Tories’ Immigration Bill 
scapegoats migrants while Syrian 
refugees suffer, writes Ken Olende

TORIES ARE trying to put much 
of the anti-immigrant bile from 
home secretary Theresa May’s 
conference speech into law. 

The Tories’ Immigration Bill was 
due to have its second reading on 
Tuesday of this week. It aims to 
make people blame migrants for 
economic problems. 

The bill attacks both “economic 
migrants” and the desperate 
refugees who have fled wars like 
the one in Syria.

May’s conference speech on 
Tuesday of last week launched a 
vicious attack on migrants. 

She said migrants offer “zero” 
economic benefits and make a 
“cohesive society” impossible. 

May said that this is what makes 
schools and hospitals unable to 
cope. She is directing attention 
away from the government cuts 
that are really causing these crises.

Offensive
For migrants in Britain the most 
offensive part of the bill is the 
Right to Rent. It makes landlords 
responsible for checking the 
immigration status of people they 
rent to.

Some 42 percent of landlords in 
a Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants survey said this would 
make them less likely to let to 
people without a British passport. 

And 27 percent went further, 
admitting they would be reluctant 
to let to anyone with a “foreign” 
sounding accent or name.

Shadow home secretary Andy 
Burnham quite rightly called this, 
“The modern equivalent of the ‘no 
dogs, no blacks, no Irish’ signs”. 

He added, “By being 
more insidious, such casual 
discrimination will be far harder to 
challenge.”

This is true, but it is a pity that 
Labour didn’t just oppose the bill 
outright. Instead it is supporting 
stronger border controls.

The bill also plans to stop and 
search vessels at sea to check that 
no migrants are on board.

Meanwhile conditions in refugee 

camps in Jordan have become 
so awful that some Syrians have 
chosen to return to the warzone.

Some 300 lawyers have written 
a letter to newspapers calling for 
Britain to take far more than the 
20,000 the government has agreed 
to over the next five years. 

Dysfunctional
The letter demands safe travel for 
refugees. And it calls for a rejection 
of the “dysfunctional” Dublin 
system that demands people claim 
refugee status in the first European 
Union country they arrive in.

It points out that the obvious 
way to beat the profiteering 
people traffickers is to provide safe 
alternative means of transport.

In her speech May boasted that 
Britain has accepted more than 
5,000 refugees from Syria since 
2011.

But Oxfam has said that Britain 
would have to take 21,000 by the 
end of next year as a “fair share” of 
those coming to Europe.

One retired judge told the BBC, 
“Around the Balkan crisis we were 
receiving around 75,000 a year. 
It was within our capability. We 
managed it well.”

On other pages...
Learn from Glasgow’s tradition of 
defending refugees >>Page 17

BACK STORY
Tory home secretary Theresa 
May made a vicious  speech 
against migrants at Conservative 
conference last week
lThe speech came after the 
Tories’ Immigration Bill had its 
first reading in Parliament last 
month
lThe bill will make it harder for 
refugees to get into Britain
lIt comes as this summer’s 
refugee crisis continues
lMany refugees are fleeing the 
war in Syria (see page 8)

THERESA MAY makes her conference speech 

SCOTLAND

SNP helps out fracking bosses and 
tax-dodgers as its conference begins
AS THE Scottish National Party 
(SNP) conference gets underway 
this week, key manifesto pledges 
and the integrity of its MPs are 
firmly under the microscope.

News that test drilling for 
fracking is to begin in Scotland has 
infuriated people who believed 
SNP energy minister Fergus 
Ewing’s call for a temporary halt to 
fracking.

Ewing said in January, “I am 
announcing a moratorium on the 
granting of planning consents for 
all unconventional oil and gas 
developments, including fracking.” 

Chemical giant Ineos, which 
has exploration licences across 
700 square miles of land in central 
Scotland, said it “welcomes” the 
news of test drilling. 

Its billionaire boss Jim Ratcliffe 
met with SNP leader Nicola 
Sturgeon on the same day as 
Ewing’s call. 

And during the summer Ratcliffe 
claimed the SNP had assured him 
that it is “not against fracking”. 

This was at odds with the “Frack 

Off” badges, posters and placards 
the party produced for the general 
election and the pledges of many 
of its new MPs. 

The SNP moratorium and 
“evidence based” investigation 
will be in place until a year after 
the 2016 Scottish elections. It is 
nothing but a simple bid for votes.

Anti-fracking campaigners, 
including many new SNP 
members, are furious at the test 
drilling and believe it is a step 
towards fracking in Scotland.

Uproar
News that the SNP is preparing to 
award tax dodging Anglian Water 
a £350 million contract for supply 
of water services to the public 
sector has also caused uproar. 

The contract was previously 
with a subsidiary of the publicly 
owned Scottish Water.

SNP politicians blame European 
Union (EU) procurement law 
for the fiasco, as they did when 
a tendering process for CalMac 
ferries opened and threatened 

privatisation. So it’s a wonder the 
party leadership is so keen to stay 
in the EU.

The SNP also blamed 
“Westminster” for handing out a 
£6 billion ten-year deal for Scotrail 
last year. 

It could have delayed or 
changed the terms of the contract 
to favour a public bid but it didn’t. 
The SNP’s favourite message is, 
“Our hands are tied”.

It should all leave little doubt 
about the central pro-business 
streak at the SNP’s heart. 

When independence supporters 
give the party the benefit of doubt 
because they see it as the only 
vehicle to break away from Britain, 
they let SNP leaders off the hook.

The SNP has happily passed 
on austerity and underspent cash 
while the poorest are targeted 
by cuts and working class living 
standards plummet.

Its “anti-austerity” image is 
a sham and we need to build 
resistance now to expose it.
Raymie Kiernan
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Western or Russian bombs will 
worsen the situation for Syria
by JUDITH ORR

THE TORIES want to push for-
ward with proposals to join the 
US in bombing Syria. They claim 
this will stop the rise of Isis and 
make Britain safer.

Yet Isis is still increasing the 
areas of Syria under its control 
despite a year of US bombing. And 
the experience of Afghanistan and 
Iraq is that Western imperialist wars 
only inflame anger at the West and 
increase the likelihood of attacks. 

Labour and Tory MPs who argue 
that military intervention is human‑
itarian are to set up a cross party 
group this week. Tory Andrew 
Mitchell and Labour’s Jo Cox 
declared, “Some may think that a 
military component has no place 
in an ethical response to Syria. We 
completely disagree.”

They claimed, “We need a mili‑
tary component that protects civil‑
ians.” But there is no such thing. 
Military intervention will always 
lead to civilians being killed.

Credibility
Labour MPs should not be giving 
the Tories’ plans credibility. 

Western politicians attack Russia’s 
bombing campaign in Syria. Syrians 
on the ground say civilians are dying.

There is nowhere for people to be 
safe now they are under attack from 
Russia as well as dictator Bashar 
al‑Assad’s barrel bombs. 

Yet the West’s bombs have 
exactly the same impact. More of 
them will make the situation worse.

Jeremy Corbyn has taken a prin‑
cipled stand against bombing Syria.

His shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell has suggested that there 
might be a free vote for Labour MPs 

in any vote on a new war. But the 
Labour leadership should lay down 
a line and insist on a whipped vote 
against bombing.

Every pressure must be put on 
them to vote against new bombing, 
including deselection. 

The Tories want Britain to join 
a new Western offensive because 
they are worried they are losing 
influence in the region. The 
Russian bombing has stepped up 

its military intervention launching 
26 long‑range cruise missiles from 
ships in the Caspian Sea. It is part of 
a coordinated offensive with forces 
loyal to dictator Bashar al‑Assad 
against all the opposition groups. 

The US is most concerned that 
Russian bombs are targeting groups 
it has funded and armed. 

This has been exposed most 
recently by complaints from US offi‑
cials about the fleets of four‑wheel 

drive Toyota trucks that Isis flaunts 
in its propaganda videos. 

The US treasury has launched 
an inquiry into how Isis got hold of 
them. But the answer is simple.

The US bought them and sent 
them over to opposition forces in 
Iraq and Syria and they have now 
fallen into the hands of Isis. Britain 
too has sent such “non‑lethal” sup‑
port to opposition groups. 

The ratcheting up of the 

warmongers’ rhetoric includes a 
Nato announcement that it was 
doubling the numbers in its reserve 
forces to 40,000. Its secretary gen‑
eral Jens Stoltenberg said it was 
prepared to send in ground troops 
to “protect” its ally Turkey. 

On other pages...
Turkey in crisis after bombs kill 
dozens at anti-war rally >>Page 20

RESCUE WORKERS hunt for survivors after a Russian bombing raid in Maasran, Syria, last week

LABOUR PARTY

Momentum builds for Jeremy Corbyn
SUPPORTERS OF Jeremy 
Corbyn have launched a 
new initiative to galvanise 
the enthusiasm generated 
during his leadership 
campaign.

Called Momentum, it 
says it wants to build a 
“mass movement for real 
progressive change”. 

It commits to organise 
“supporters amongst the 
Labour Party membership as well 
as the wider social movement 
which is springing up.”

Corbyn has been under 
constant attack from the Labour 
establishment and the right. 

This is a welcome sign that he 
wants to build a broader base to 
take up the fight. And one that is 
prepared to move outside of the 

machinery of Labour. 
Some of his most trenchant 

opposition comes from the 
Labour benches in parliament—
including his cabinet. 

But his largest support comes 
from grass roots campaigners 
and newly politicised young 
people who want an alternative 
to austerity and racism. 

The new group’s stated 
aim is to pull people into 
Labour—at the moment 
it is not a membership 
organisation and is calling 
for supporters.  

This is a chance for 
activists in and out of 
Labour to cooperate in 
activity. It increases the 
space for debate about 
how to fight back.

Corbyn’s campaign promised 
a different sort of politics. 

Momentum’s call to mobilise 
those people to be active in their 
localities with others on the left 
can help that political mood. And 
it can feed into strengthening 
working class organisation. 

Socialists in and outside 
Labour should support it.

HILLSBOROUGH

Cop denies deliberate lies
A POLICE officer on duty during the 
Hillsborough disaster has denied 
deliberately lying in his statement.

Some 96 Liverpool fans died as 
a result of a crush at the Sheffield 
stadium in April 1989. 

John Lawrence gave evidence to 
fresh inquests into their deaths on 
Thursday of last week.

He told the court he thought he 
carried 16 year old Kester Ball from 
pen 3. But footage showed that 
supporters lifted Kester from the 
pen. Lawrence said in a statement, 
“At no time had I seen any civilian 
giving assistance to the injured.”

Peter Wilcock, representing 
Kester’s family, suggested that the 
recording of this inaccuracy was 
“deliberate”. Lawrence denied this.

The court was read evidence 
from Kester’s father Roger Ball, 

now deceased.
He told the first inquests, “I recall 

seeing a police officer walking from 
my left to my right across the south 
stand in a very slow manner with 
his arms behind his back.

“People were shouting at him to 
open the gate or to do something 
and he was just ignoring those 
cries.”

Former police inspector Kerry 
Paul Grace said he was asked to 
take some bodies to a makeshift 
mortuary. He told the court that he 
didn’t ask officers to check any of 
the bodies.

“I think I probably just 
presumed that the bodies that we 
were dealing with had already 
been assessed as dead,” he said.

The inquests continue.
Sadie Robinson

Corbyn’s new Momentum campaign logo
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Together 
we can be 
stronger
AS A new member of the 
Socialist Workers Party, it 
was a pleasure and a source 
of great optimism to see so 
many people protesting at 
the Tory party conference.

I helped run a stall 
during the TUC march on 
Sunday.

I stood with comrades 
from all parts of Britain at 
many of the other People’s 
Assembly demonstrations 

during the week. In the 
past I was often a lone 
demonstrator against the 
excesses of capitalism and 
the oppression of working 
people.

Being a member of a 

group dedicated to building 
mass movements has given 
me renewed energy about 
the possibility of changing 
society.

Mark Bem
Manchester

Corbyn helped 
the strike win
THE SETTLEMENT of 
the strike at the National 
Gallery is a great victory. 
Let’s hope for many more 
of them. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s 
election as Labour leader 
is, I’m certain, the cause. 
John McDonnell said 
at Labour’s conference 
that the party would now 
back all strikes.

The two strong arms 
of the labour movement 
have joined up. More 
victories to come.

Elijah Traven
on Facebook

I left Healey’s 
Labour Party
I READ with interest 
your obituary of Denis 
Healey (Socialist Worker, 
10 October 2015). I left 
Labour when he won the 
deputy leadership over 
Tony Benn.

David Seddon
on Twitter

A self-serving 
Duncan Smith
YOU REPORT protesters 
confronting Iain Duncan 
Smith in a motorway 
service station. Nice!

But Duncan Smith, 
actually in a service 
station? Did he mistake 
it for a place to pick up 
new servants?

Louise Raw
on Twitter

Racists baked 
humble pie
SOMETIMES apparently 
tangential events speak 
powerfully. One such is 
the victory of a Muslim 
woman on Britain’s most 
popular TV programme—
Great British Bake Off.

That Nadiya’s win was 
screened the day after 
Theresa May’s speech 
against migrants, and on 
the day Cameron stoked 
Islamophobia, was truly 
the icing on the cake. 

This won’t be lost on 
millions of people who 
oppose racism.

Alan Kenny
East London

Outstanding 
in Manchester
IT WAS an outstanding 
night at the cathedral 
in Manchester where 
Jeremy Corbyn spoke on 
Monday of last week.

This is what the Tories 
fear. This is why they 
attack him and anyone 
who supports him.

Brenda Poole
on Facebook

Warmongers look for fresh 
excuses to wreak mayhem
IT WOULD be a bitter irony if the 
Tories were able to force and win a 
vote in parliament on bombing 
Syria. They are trying to hijack the 
groundswell of sympathy and 
active solidarity for refugees 
fleeing war and persecution in the 
Middle East.

Two years ago David Cameron 
wanted to bomb the dictator 
Bashar al-Assad. Now he wants to 
bomb those fighting Assad.

There is already a free-for-all in 
Syria with Turkey bombing the 
Kurds, the US bombing Isis and 
now Russia bombing all opposition 
to the regime. We should oppose 
all attempts to involve British 
forces in more bombing.

Home secretary Theresa May 
made clear at the Tory conference 

last week that the Tories place no 
value on human life.

May aims to further strengthen 
border controls and to deport 
asylum seekers. Coupled with 
plans to bomb Syria, this is akin to 
locking people in a burning room 
then hosing it down with petrol.

Neil McAlister
Bolton

THE LANGUAGE the media use 
about Russia these days is straight 
out of a Cold War B-movie. 

“Nato should hold nuclear war 
games as threat from Russia 
intensifies” thundered a recent 
Daily Mail newspaper headline. 

The election of Jeremy Corbyn 
to the Labour leadership has made 
the abolition of Trident nuclear 

weapons a possibility. To counter 
this the right are resurrecting the 
image of the Russian bogeyman 
they used during the Cold War.

They say we need weapons of 
mass destruction to protect us 
from Russian aggression. 

Stand by for more Russian 
villains in popular culture. In 
reality our main enemy is at home.

The Tories plan to squander 
£100 billion on an abomination 
like Trident while they say there’s 
no money for welfare.

That doesn’t mean we become 
cheerleaders for Putin and the 
corrupt Russian ruling class. But 
we do tell our own corrupt rulers 
where they can shove Trident. 

Sasha Simic
East London

Collecting 
at work
OUR UNISON union branch 
collected over £2,000 for 
refugees in our workplaces 
at Tower Hamlets council, 
east London, last Thursday.

We made a big splash 
with reps and activists 
distributing flyers, then 
groups going round in 
union bibs with buckets.

Most people contributed 
and many thanked us for 
organising it. While some 
workers were less receptive, 
the collection created an 
atmosphere of sympathy 
and solidarity. 

Diana Swingler
Convenor, Tower Hamlets Unison

It’s Tweet 
hypocrisy
GOLDSMITHS Student 
union officer Bahar Mustafa 
has been summoned to 
court to face “malicious 
communication charges.”

In response to online 
harassment, she allegedly 
tweeted #killallwhitemen”. 
She later called the hashtag 
an in-joke.

Sun columnist Katie 
Hopkins wasn’t charged 
when she called for using 
“gunboats” on migrants. 
Nor was Jeremy Clarkson 
for saying he would shoot 
striking workers.

The tweet’s social impact 
is determined by far more 
than its words. It’s about 
material conditions, such as 
oppression shored up by 
the ruling class.

The government, police 
and media don’t whip up 
hatred against “white men”.

Bahar’s tweet was 
ill-judged and divisive. We 
disagree with the politics 
behind it. But we should 
oppose the absurd charges.

Julie
Nottingham

We won’t let NUS stab 
Muslims in the back 
NATIONAL UNION of 
Students (NUS) president 
Megan Dunn announced 
that NUS will stop working 
with civil rights group Cage 
against the Prevent 
strategy.

This is a big attack on 
the NUS fighting against a 
racist policy that tries to 
silence Muslim students.   

Dunn has made this 
decision without taking into 
account the impact it will 
have on Muslim students 
and their resistance to 

being criminalised.
Many students and their 

representatives are angered 
by her apologetic responses 
to government attacks on 
student campaigns which 
challenge Prevent.

Disassociating NUS from 
Cage only strengthens the 
Tories’ Islamophobic plans.

We will not accept 
decisions made in favour of 
the establishment’s interests 
over students’ interests.

Saba Shiraz
Birkbeck Black Students’ Officer

Just a 
thought...

Protesters in Manchester  Picture: Guy Smallman
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The upsurge of radicalism that won women the vote is 
well worth celebrating. But, Judith Orr argues, it was 
more than a movement led by the middle classes seen in 
the new film Suffragette. It involved a mass movement of 
thousands of working class women fighting for their class

T
HE STRUGGLE fo r 
women to win the right to 
vote was a tremendous 
revolt that shook the 
British establishment to 
its core. Demonstrations 

saw hundreds of thousands march 
and women flooded to mass meet-
ings across Britain. 

Cabinet ministers who refused to 
support women’s rights were under 
constant attack. No part of society 
was untouched.

Behind the myths, the true story is 
about much more than a few auda-
cious women who blew up post boxes.

This titanic struggle peaked during 
a time of mass political upheaval that 
challenged the very stability of the 
British state.

The years leading up to the First 
World War saw the Great Unrest. 
This was an explosion of trade union 
organisation and militancy, and 
women were very much part of it. 

In 1911 alone there were ten mil-
lion strike days. At the same time the 
British ruling class faced rising resist-
ance to its imperialist rule in Ireland. 

Britain’s rulers were terrified 
of losing control. Protesters were 
assaulted and women who went on 
hunger strike in prison suffered the 
agonising torture of force feeding. 

The fight for women’s suffrage 
was already many decades old when 
Emmeline, Christabel, Sylvia and 
Adela Pankhurst created the Women’s 
Social and Political Union (WPSU) in 
1903.

Contrary to the film’s account, 
there was never one homogenous 
movement of women from all back-
grounds. Alice Milne, a working class 
supporter, visited the WPSU offices in 
1906. She described her discomfort at 
seeing “the place full of fashionable 
ladies in silks and satins” having tea 
and cakes. 

Yet such was the establishment’s 
intransigence against change, even 
these women joined the fight. 

Radical
In contrast women in Lancashire’s 
cotton mills formed the core of a move-
ment of radical suffragists. For them, 
the fight for the vote was inseparable 
from the fight against the bosses. 

Selina Cooper, a cotton worker, 
had worked in the mills from the age 
of seven. She campaigned all over the 
north west of England to win trade 
unions to women’s suffrage. Speaking 
at one open air public meeting in 
Wigan in 1906 she argued that work-
ing women had their own aims. 

They “do not want their political 
power to enable them to boast that 
they are on equal terms with men. They 
want to use it for the same purposes as 
men—to get better conditions.”

Women from different back-
grounds did at times organise and 
march together. But the issue of class 
was never absent. 

Within the labour movement argu-
ments raged about whether to sup-
port a law giving women the vote on 

the same basis as men, as many work-
ing class men were still excluded. 
Some in the Labour Party dismissed 
such a law as a “ladies bill”, saying 
it would benefit the Tories as only 
better off women would gain. 

This argument led some to demand 
“universal suffrage”, so including all 
working class men. This was Labour’s 
official position till 1912. 

It sounded more radical but was 
also sometimes used as an excuse to 
avoid supporting women’s suffrage. 
Suffragists argued for women’s suf-
frage but always as part of a fight for 
more rights for all workers. In con-
trast, the Pankhursts argued that the 
only struggle was “votes for women”. 

Golfers
The Daily Mail newspaper coined 
the name Suffragettes for the WPSU. 
But Suffragettes became synonymous 
with the whole movement despite 
sometimes sharp differences about 
how to take the struggle forward. 

The Pankhursts called for ever 
more dramatic attacks to keep the 
campaign in the headlines. These 
undoubtedly unsettled the rich and 
powerful. Some actions showed great 
imagination. 

One day golfers around the coun-
try arrived to play and found the 
slogan “Votes for women” burned in 
acid across their greens. But inevi-
tably these only involved a small 
number of women. 

Such tactics alienated some work-
ing class activists who wanted to 
build a mass base. And they knew 
they suffered the severest punish-
ments if they got caught. 

Friends of the Pankhursts were 
welcomed on release from prison 
with a testimonial banquet at the 
Savoy Hotel on London’s Strand. Most 
women didn’t have such connections.

The paths of the radical suffragists 
and the Suffragettes increasingly 
diverged. After 1907 the WPSU cut 
its links with the labour movement. 

One activist, Teresa Billington, 
wrote, “Working class women 
were dropped without hesitation”. 
Christabel declared that MPs were 
“more impressed by the feminine bour-
geoisie than the female proletariat.”

The grassroots campaigning of 
working class women saw them on 
soap boxes, taking round mass peti-
tions, and leafleting factories and 
mills. They were inspired by the sense 
that they could change things. 

Leading suffragist Ada Nield Chew 
described her feelings about the time 
saying it was “full of ‘crowded hours 
of glorious life’.”

Campaigning on the stump needed 
its own brand of courage. Cooper 
faced a crowd throwing rotten 
eggs and tomatoes in the market in 
Haworth during a by-election.

She stood on the platform and 
declared, “I’m stopping here what-
ever you throw… this blooming vil-
lage would never have been known 
but for three women—the Brontes.”

When the First World War broke 

CAREY MULLIGAN as Maud Watts 
(top) and Romola Garai as Alice 
Haughton (above) in Suffragette 
 

MARXISM AND  
WOMEN’S 
LIBERATION
by Judith Orr
£9.99

Available from  
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk  

Pictures: steffan Hill 2014 
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A politically 
divided family
THE PANKHURST family’s political 
roots were in the Independent 
Labour Party in Manchester. 

But the political trajectory 
of Emmeline and two of her 
daughters Christabel and 
Adela took them far from these 
beginnings. 

Sylvia went on to organise 
among the poor in east London. 
She spoke alongside Irish socialist 
James Connolly in support of the 
workers striking in the Dublin 
Lockout of 1913-14. 

Her commitment to socialist 
politics and working class struggle 
caused a breach with the rest of 
her family and the WPSU.

The WPSU east London group 
eventually became the Workers’ 
Socialist Federation. Its paper the 
Women’s Dreadnought became 
the Workers’ Dreadnought during 
the1917 Russian Revolution. 

Inspired by the revolution, 
Sylvia became a Communist.

Her mother and sisters fulfilled 
predictions made by revolutionary 
Rosa Luxemburg about women of 
their class. 

She wrote, “Most of those 
bourgeois women who act like 
lionesses in the struggle against 
‘male prerogatives’ would trot 
like docile lambs in the camp of 
conservative and clerical reaction 
if they had suffrage.” 

Emmeline announced the 

Emmeline Pankhurst
Founded WPSU 
but wound it up 

when war broke out. 
Joined the Tories

Adela Pankhurst
After the WPSU 

moved to Australia 
and became a 

Fascist

Christabel Pankhurst
After the WPSU 
volunteered in 
special police 

force to break 1926 
General Strike

Sylvia Pankhurst
Broke with WPSU 

and family to 
become a Commuist 

agitator in east 
London

suspension of the suffrage 
campaign to support the ruling 
class war effort in 1914. 

The Suffragette newspaper 
was renamed Britannia in 1915 
and the Pankhursts whipped up a 
jingoistic campaign. 

They gave white feathers to 
men they thought should be 
fighting for their country. They 
also denounced workers who 
went on strike. “We called it the 
anti-Bolshevik campaign”, said 
one of their supporters. 

Following the war Emmeline 

campaigned on the evils of 
venereal disease and the need for 
male chastity. 

She joined the Tories, standing 
as a candidate in Stepney in 
east London in 1927. She and 
Christabel both volunteered in 
the Women’s Special Police Force 
during the 1926 General Strike to 
try to break the dispute.

Adela emigrated to Australia 
and became a fascist. She was 
interned during the Second World 
War because of her support for the 
Nazis.

Film brings titanic struggle to fresh audience 
THE STRUGGLE through which 
women won the vote is a fascinating 
story. The new film Suffragette 
is filled with noted actors and no 
expense has been spared to recreate 
Edwardian London, both rich and 
poor.

But the first words that scroll 
across the screen reveal its 
fundamental flaw. The film puts a 
working class woman, Maud Watts 
(Carey Mulligan) at its centre, but 
portrays the movement as no more 
than Emmeline Pankhurst’s puppet. 

Women do her bidding, as if the 
fight was all about a few charismatic 
women and their followers.

Maud works long grueling hours 
in a laundry. Despite some effort the 
fresh faced Mulligan rarely looks like 
she has grown up in grinding poverty.

She accidently comes across 
Suffragettes when she witnesses 

them attacking West End shops. 
We follow her giving evidence in 
Westminster about her working 
conditions. She sits in front of ranks 
of MPs explaining how she has 
worked since she was a child and 
earns 13 shillings a week. 

The ruling class’s brutality in 
trying to break the movement is well 
portrayed. Those without influential 
husbands or bail money suffered the 
most. 

But the film has a simplistic view 
of the period and class. The refuge 
for a young woman rescued from the 
sexual harassment of her boss is as a 
servant of a wealthy Suffragette. 

The thousands of working class 
suffragists don’t get a mention. 
Sylvia Pankhurst gets only one, as 
rejecting “militant” acts. 

But in this case “militancy” means 
the Pankhurst’s campaign of violent 

sabotage, which is presented as the 
only way forward. Wanting a mass 
movement, the Suffragists rejected 
such tactics as elitist. 

But despite its flaws this film is 
welcome. It puts the spotlight on 
historic struggles against oppression 
and injustice for 
a new and wide 
audience.

It has already 
provoked debates 
about how 
women won 
their rights. Now 
people are talking 
about the need to 
challenge the law 
and to take direct 
action. 

These are 
lessons we need 
to learn today.  Suffragettes in the film
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out the class differences among 
women activists became sharper. The 
upper class women almost entirely 
fell behind the war and dropped 
demands for suffrage (see box). 

But for working class activ-
ists, and socialists such as Sylvia 
Pankhurst, the war was being 
fought for profit and had to be 
opposed.  

After the war women over 30 
who met a property qualification 
finally got the vote—but that still 
excluded 40 percent of adult women. 
It was another decade before women 
won equal voting rights when all 
women over 21 got the right to vote.

The fight for the vote showed that 
unity among women across the class 

divide is only ever temporary. 
As German revolutionary Clara 

Zetkin put it, soon the unity of inter-
ests between all women against all 
men melts away like “scintillating 
bubbles”.

But it also shows that nothing 
has been won without struggle. 

We have never succeeded 
simply by appealing to the most 
powerful in society to do the right 
thing. For them, doing the right 

thing is keeping all of us down. 
Each and every reform, whether 

the vote, maternity pay or abortion 
rights, has had to be wrested from the 
grip of those at the top of society. 

We have the right to vote today—  
but we still have a world to win.



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5600 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
Why are there so few strikes?
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,  
Chelmsford, CM1 2QL
WIGAN
Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Book launch with 
author Judith Orr.
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan post office), 
WN1 1LD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Marxism and the trade 
union struggle
Thu 22 Oct, 6pm,
Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 22 Oct, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, 
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum?
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
Black Jacobins—the 
story of a slave revolt
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm,
Equity Centre,Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, 
BD1 2LU
BRIGHTON
From Selma to Ferguson—
the fight for Civil Rights 
in the US
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: NORTH
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House,  
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
BRISTOL: SOUTH
Why capitalism makes 
us ill—Marxism and 
mental health
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
YHA, Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Box Cafe, 
47 Norfolk St, CB1 2LD
CARDIFF
Alienation—tell me why 
I don’t like Mondays
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX
COLCHESTER
How do we stop the 
privatisation of culture?
Tue 20 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, 
CO2 7ET
DERBY
An introduction to 
Marxist economics
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Prevent—criminalising 
Muslim people 
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre, 
21 Cleveland St, 
DN1 3EH

DUNDEE
Climate change—how 
do we stop capitalism 
destroying the planet?
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,  
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD1 1LL
GLASGOW: NORTH
Glasgow and the slave trade
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe,
86 Maryhill Rd (near 
St George’s Cross 
Underground), G20 7QB
HARLOW
Fortress Europe—the war 
on migrants and refugees
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Them and Us—Fighting 
the Class War 1910-39
Wed 21 Oct, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,  
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
KIRKCALDY
Climate change—how 
do we stop capitalism 
destroying the planet?
Mon 2 Nov, 7.30pm,
Betty Nichol’s Pub,  
297 High St, KY1 1JL
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre,2-7 Woodhouse Square,  
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
Africa before the 
Europeans came
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close,Ladbroke 
Grove (close to Ladbroke 
Grove Tube station),
W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
The housing crisis—why 
the system can’t provide 
decent homes for all
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),  
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
By any means necessary—
Malcolm X and the 
fight against racism
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm,
Theatro Technis,  
26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT
LONDON: EALING
Can Marxism explain 
oppression?
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, Acton, W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
Lenin and the 
revolutionary party
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Is another education 
possible?
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station,  
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
The housing crisis—why 
the system can’t provide 
decent homes for all
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and 
DLR Station), SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
A brief history of the 
Labour Party
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),  
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Syria in crisis—how 
could it be solved?
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
Room 2, Camberwell Leisure 
Centre, Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),  
SE5 8TS
LONDON: TOTTENHAM
Lenin and the history 
of the Labour Party
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd,
N17 9JB
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Crisis in Syria—how 
can it be solved?
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Chile 1973—lessons 
for today
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm,
Chorlton Library (side door), 
Manchester Rd, M21 9PN
MEDWAY
Resistance and the 
case for revolution
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Conference room, The Nucleus 
Arts Centre, 272 High St, 
Chatham, ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Will technology create a 
post-capitalist world?
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
Broadacre House, 
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Crisis in Syria—how 
can it be solved?
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd,  
NG1 3FN

PLYMOUTH
Fortress Europe—the 
war against migrants
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm,
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
POOLE
Russia, Isis and the 
Arab revolution
Mon 16 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Blue Boar pub (near 
multi-storey car park), 
29 Market Close, 
BH15 1NE
PORTSMOUTH
Is there a parliamentary 
road to socialism?
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY
SCARBOROUGH
Climate change—how 
do we stop capitalism 
destroying the planet?
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm,
small meeting room, 
Scarborough Central 
Library, Vernon Rd, 
YO11 2NN
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The refugee crisis in 
Europe—why we say 
open the borders
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near the 
Crucible theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
The refugee crisis in 
Europe—why we say 
open the borders
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church 
Hall, Devonshire Rd, 
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Black lives matter—
race, class and revolt
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, 
SA2 0BP

TELFORD
The refugee crisis in 
Europe—why we say 
open the borders
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Oddfellows Arms, 
65 High St, Wellington, 
TF1 1JT
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
A rebel’s guide to Lenin
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
Irish Embassy, 
Lichfield St, Wolverhampton,
WV1 1EQ

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Disability rights and the 
struggle for equality
Sat 7 Nov, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite 
County Hall),
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists. 
dorsetsocialists.org.uk
EDINBURGH
No to racism—justice 
for Sheku Bayoh
Public meeting hosted 
by the EIS union.
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
Room G.05, 50 George Square, 
University of Edinburgh, 
EH8 9YL.
Supported by Stand Up 
to Racism, Unite Against 
Fascism, Radical Independence 
Campaign and Rise
LONDON
Don’t Mention the Children
Michael Rosen introduces his 
new poetry for grown ups
Mon 19 Oct, 6.30pm,
Bookmarks Bookshop,
1 Bloomsbury St,
London WC1B 3QE.  
£2.  
Phone 020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk  
to book 
SCOTLAND
Marxism in Scotland
A day of political debate, 
analysis and discussion.
Sat 31 Oct, 10am to 5pm,
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St,
Glasgow G2 4JP.
£10 waged/£5 student/£3 
unwaged/free for refugees 
and asylum seekers.
Book at swp.org.uk/event/
marxism-scotland

BOLTON
Wed 28 Oct, 6.30pm,
Bolton Socialist Club, 
16 Wood St, (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library  
(enter via Cafe Browser),  
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL

COVENTRY
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre,  
159 Spon St, 
CV1 3BB

EXETER
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW

LANCASTER
Thu 22 Oct, 7.15pm,
Friends Meeting 
House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA1 1TX

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm,
Oxford House, 

Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd  
Tesco), 
E2 6HG

MANCHESTER: 
CITY CENTRE
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£13.99£9.99 £7.99 £9.99 £3

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

How we beat anti-union 
laws in the past...

AND HOW CAN WE DO IT TODAY?
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FILM
INVISIBLE HEROES: AFRICAN 
HEROES IN THE SPANISH 
CIVIL WAR
Directed by Alfonso Domingo 
and Jordi Torrent 
In some cinemas, and available 
to buy or watch online. Go to 
dochouse.org/cinema/
screenings/invisible-heroes

BLACK US Communist and 
trade unionist Oliver Law 
became commander of the 
Lincoln Battalion fighting 
general Franco’s fascist 

forces in the Spanish Civil 
War. It was 1937, a time when 
black people were being 
lynched in Mississippi.

This film tells the story of 
the 85 black Americans who 
fought with the battalion.

It includes interviews 
with battalion members who 
survived and footage from 
the time.

Many, such as Law, had 
already been part of the 
1930s struggles for workers’ 
and civil rights. 

This film documents the 
battalion’s story, and brings 
out the impact of those 
struggles. 

So we also see footage of 
the Civil Rights campaigner 
poet Langston Hughes. 

During the Spanish Civil 
War he was a war reporter 
for the newspaper Baltimore 
Afro-American. 

EVENT 
SLS OCTOBER: 
SPOOKS
South London Shorts 
7.15pm, 22 October. 
Admission £3. 
Backroom Cinema,  
The Montpelier, 
London SE15 4AR. 
southlondonshorts.com 
@ShortsSouth 

THE THEME of the South 
London Shorts film project 
this month is “Spooks”. 

The community project 
puts on independent films 
through crowdfunding and 
uses money raised to fund 
the production of one new 
film every year.

Similar events take place 
each month. November’s 
theme is “Conflict” and 
December brings “Death”. 

To put in your film 
submission head over to 
southlondonshorts.com/
submissions. 

Communists and cops—the 
roots of Henning Mankell’s noir
The late Henning Mankell’s Wallander stories built on social realism—but the 
genre’s roots lie in a Marxist critique of Sweden, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
THE RADICAL Swedish writer 
Henning Mankell, best known 
for the Kurt Wallander detective 
novels, died last week. 

He is the writer most associated 
with the genre of “Scandinavian 
Noir”, alongside Stieg Larsson, who 
wrote the Girl With the Dragon 
Tattoo.

Television series based on the 
books alongside thrillers such as 
The Bridge and The Killing popular-
ised the genre. Here cops, brought 
into conflict with a corrupt system, 
unearth the “dark heart” of society. 

The Scandinavian settings seem 
made for the crime thriller. Critics 
are fond of remarking how the long 
dark nights represent the troubled 
protagonists. 

Kurt Wallander epitomised this. 
He’s an alcoholic who goes through 
a forced separation then divorce with 
his wife. And he has a troubled rela-
tionship with his daughter.

Many of the characters are near 
sociopaths who unearth the truth 
because they cannot accept the norms. 

But more than the moody atmos-
pherics, it’s the social criticism that 
hooks us. The plots are dark and the 
crimes are a psychological assault on 
the audience. 

Tortured 
In Mankell’s first Wallander novel, 
Faceless Killers, farmer Johannes 
Lovgren is tortured to death in the 
family’s isolated farmstead. His wife 
Maria is beaten and left for dead with 
a noose around her neck. 

It looks at the rising tide of racism 
in the 1980s and 90s in Sweden—a 
supposedly “liberal” and “open” soci-
ety. Many blame the murders on the 
“foreigners” in a refugee camp, which 
is later firebombed.

Wallander himself is no liberal or 
left winger. He complains about the 
number of refugees coming in.

In Sidetracked, a teenage migrant 
burns herself to death in a field.

Wallander’s investigation links the 
woman’s horrific death to a minister’s 
murder and a trafficking racket at the 
top of the Swedish ruling class. 

Scandinavian Noir is built on the 
question, “What went wrong with 
Swedish society?”

To much of the world Sweden 
seemed to have achieved a utopian 
society in the years following the 
Second World War. 

Its leftist “social democratic” gov-
ernments were introducing the ben-
efits of liberal socialism and a strong 
welfare state.  

But for Marxist journalists turned 
writers Maj Sjowall and Per Wahloo, 
Sweden wasn’t marching towards  
socialism.

It was descending into 
a capitalist nightmare, 
as ordinary people fell 
through the cracks of a 
corrupt social democratic 
monolith. 

Sjowall and Wahloo 
combined the police 
procedural style 
of  US writer 
Ed McBain’s 87th 
Precinct novels 
with Marxism, to 
create Stockholm 
police inspector 
Martin Beck and 
his team. 

The ten book 
series builds in 
complexity to 
expose a soci-
ety filled with 
e x p l o i t a t i o n 
and oppression.

In  the  f i r s t 

book, Roseanna, a man 
molests and murders US 
tourist Roseanna McGraw. 

The criminal is caught 
in a sting operation, but in 
the process a woman police 
officer is assaulted. Beck 

himself has doubts 
about the tactics.

The e ighth 
n o v e l ,  T h e 
Locked Room, 
was ful l  of 
biting social 
comment.

“The fact 
of the matter 
is that the  
s o - c a l l e d 
w e l -
fare state 
a b o u n d s 

w i th  s i ck , 
p o o r  a n d 

lonely people, 

living at best on dog food, who are 
left uncared for until they waste away 
and die in their rat hole apartments,” 
they wrote.

By the later books it is obvious 
that the real criminals are the social 
democrats.

With social democracy’s light 
waning in the 1980s, rising racism 
against refugees punctured the myth 
of liberal Sweden. 

This is where Mankell’s Wallander, 
first published in 1991, comes from.

For Mankell, himself a political 
activist, racism was the “real crimi-
nal act”. 

Scandinavian Noir’s detective pro-
tagonists are meant to be likable. 

But they often still seem realistic, 
with all the bigotries you’d expect 
from a senior cop.

 And its innovative method of 
using crime to uncover a criminal 
society of inequality and oppression 
will continue to grip us.

A runaway American dream 

THE THEME for this year’s Diffusion photography 
festival in Cardiff is Looking for America.

It focuses on artists’ interpretations of the 
“American Dream”—that illusionary myth of 
individual capitalist success—and its relationship to 
modern Wales. 

One highlight is photographer Roger Tiley’s work 
on the Appalachian coal mining communities, which 

have been in rapid decline since the 1980s. He 
previously worked in the South Wales Valleys and 
draws out the parallels between the two shattered 
mining communities with a haunting set of black 
and white photographs. 
Diffusion 2015: Looking for America 
Until 31 October, locations across Cardiff, South Wales  
diffusionfestival.org

The Bingham family, Hazard, Kentucky (1997), Roger Tiley

The Lincoln Battalion’s
commander Oliver Law 

HENNING MANKELL, creator of Wallander
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J 
U S T  t w o 
months after 
Japan’s surren-
der brought the 
Second World 
War to an end a 

group of people met for 
the Pan African Congress 
in  Manchester.  They 
were determined that the 
post-war world would be 
radically different. 

FR Kankam-Boadu, then 
a student from Gold Coast—
now Ghana—was a delegate 
at the congress, 70 years ago 
this week. 

He later said, “The notion 
was expressed that the 
British government would 
not, out of its free will, 
‘donate’ self-rule to a colony 
and that the application of 
some element of force might 
be necessary.”

The Pan African Congress 
said it aimed for peaceful 
change.

But as the great US activist 
WEB Du Bois said at the open-
ing, “If the Western world is 
still determined to rule man-
kind by force, then Africans, 
as a last resort, may have to 
appeal to force in the effort to 
achieve freedom.”

The Allies had issued the 
Atlantic Charter in 1941, 
stating their war aims. It 
spoke of countries’ right to 
self-determination.

This was supported by the 
British and other imperial gov-
ernments that kept large sec-
tions of the world’s population 
in bondage in their colonial 
empires. 

Famine
Two years later in 1943 the 
British empire allowed three 
million to starve in the Bengal 
famine.

For the imperialists, this 
right to self-determination was 
about the countries in Europe 
that Germany had occupied.
The congress set out to make 
sure it applied to all peoples 
occupied by European colonial 
empires. 

There were around 90 dele-
gates among some 200 people 
attending its sessions. 

One was Kwame Nkrumah 
who would later lead the mass 
movement that forced the 
British out of Gold Coast and 
become first leader of inde-
pendent Ghana.  

Another was Jomo Kenyatta, 
who the British would imprison 
for nine years. He would be 
first president of independ-
ent Kenya. The British used 
the most extreme brutality 
to try and suppress the Mau 
Mau uprising in Kenya while 
Kenyatta was in jail. 

With the war over, Britain’s 
rulers wanted to return to busi-
ness as usual with the empire. 

But the war had shown sub-
ject peoples that the Europeans 
were far from invincible and 
had spread discussions on 
self-determination.

People were not prepared to 
go back.

The congress’s main insti-
gator was George Padmore, 

a West Indian who had been 
a leading black activist in the 
Communist International. 

Padmore broke from the 
International in 1933, angry at 
the movement’s shift away from 
a demand for immediate inde-
pendence for colonies. 

The International was based 
in Stalinist Russia, which had 
hoped to come into alliance 
with the big imperial powers 
against Nazi Germany. 

Padmore had come to Britain 
and worked with the West 

Indian Trotskyist CLR James. 
James still argued for the 

kind of world revolution that 
had attracted many black activ-
ists to the early Communist 
Party.

In September the Pan African 
Federation, which was central 
to organising the event, had 
sent an open letter to new 
Labour prime minister Clement 
Attlee. 

It read, “We wish to welcome 
Labour’s great victory, for which 
we, as colonials, have hoped 

and worked alongside Britain’s 
workers.”

But it continued, “To con-
demn the imperialism of 
Germany, Japan and Italy while 
condoning that of Britain would 
be more than dishonest.”

Most sessions discussed 
bringing an end to empire.  The 
conference opened with one on 
the situation with racism in 
Britain.

One concern was people 
who had come to help with the 
war effort and were now not 
wanted.

One delegate talked of mixed 
race children being abandoned 
as Britain returned to “normal”.

O
r i g i n a l l y 
o r g a n i s e r s 
hoped to hold 
the congress in 
Paris, but France 
st i l l  suffered 

terrible food shortages. 
Manchester was chosen for 

practical reasons. It was seen 
as the most multicultural of 
British cities at the time with an 
established black population. 

Manchester was the fifth 
of seven Pan African con-
gresses—but the first for  
15 years. The movement 
had built up with the radi-
calism after the First World 
War but sank back during the 
Depression.

In pre-colonial times there 
was no particular reason for 
people from Africa to feel they 
had a common identity. 

It was the Atlantic slave trade 
that treated all black people as 
the same, ignoring the conti-
nent’s varied cultures. 

But in the US it was common 
sense for black people to see a 
united identity in resistance. 

Marcus Garvey’s mass move-
ment, based in the US, was the 
first to bring the idea of a united 
Africa—Pan-Africanism—to the 
continent.

But it was the Communists 
who influenced many inde-
pendence movements after the 
Second World War. 

They gained this influence 
with organisations that would 
insist that race or nation were 
central in determining political 
issues.

The Russian Revolution of 
1917 had a dramatic effect 
on people fighting oppression 
around the world including 
black people, particularly in 
the US.

A small congress had been 
held in London in 1900. But 
the first official one was held 
in Paris in the aftermath of the 
First World War.

Americans had dominated 
earlier ones and US activists 
were still in attendance.

The Manchester congress 
was by far the most important, 
partly because it was the first 
to have representatives largely 
from colonised countries. 

It was chaired by Amy 
Ashwood Garvey, who had been 
married to Marcus Garvey, and  
by WEB DuBois. Garvey gave a 
statement of intent when she 
announced, “We are here to 
tell the world that black peoples 

PLANNING 
THE END 
OF EMPIRE
In 1945 Pan-African nationalists met in Manchester to 
debate the fight against racism and imperialism. Only 200 
people attended the event. But the meeting helped plant 
the seeds of revolt across a continent, writes Ken Olende

Manchester 
was the most 
multicultural  
of British cities  
at the time

‘‘ 
George Padmore
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READ MORE
lThe 1945 Pan-African 
Congress Revisited 
by Hakim Adi and Marika 
Sherwood 
£10.99

lBlack British Rebels: 
figures from working class 
history 
by Hassan Mahamdallie  
£3.00

lSay it Loud: Marxism 
and the fight against 
racism 
edited by Brian Richardson  
£9.99 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

supported by the semi-colonial 
people in America and millions 
of other people are determined 
to emancipate themselves.”

CLR James was not able 
to attend—he was in the US. 
James met Nkrumah in the US 
and gave him a letter of intro-
duction to Padmore.

But this was not the begin-
ning of a practical Pan African 
movement in the way that the 
Russian revolution had led to a 
Communist International. 

One reason for this was that 
the logic of independence was 
nationalist. Each leader looked 
to develop their own nation. 

At this point most Pan 
Africanists regarded themselves 
as socialists. They made a con-
nection between the subjuga-
tion of the poorer countries and 
the role of imperialism.

These contacts followed 
the inspiration of Garvey 
and Du Bois, but moved to a 
more African centred form of 
organisation. 

Nationalists
Padmore had come to see 
national development as neces-
sary before socialism. 

He argued leftists in the 
movement must act as nation-
alists first because, “their 
countries must be first nation-
ally free before they can begin 
to practise their communism.” 

This was an unfortunate shift 
from the position he had held 
when he had revolted against 
the Stalinist shift away from 
international revolution. 

The experience of independ-
ent countries from Ghana to 
South Africa has been that to 
attempt national development 
rather than discussing socialism 
weakens the whole movement.

At this time the struggle was 
still very closely linked to trade 
unions and the left.

Such links were strengthened 
by the Nigerian general strike 
that started in June and lasted 
52 days. 

Some 150,000 workers took 
part demanding wage increases 
in line with inflation. 

Though the colonial govern-
ment brought back wartime 
regulations to crush the strike 
it was at least partly successful.

The 1945 World Trade Union 
Conference including represent-
atives from West Africa and 
the Caribbean had just been 
in Paris. It was no coincidence 
that the congress opened six 
days after it finished. 

And Padmore got caught up 
in this logic. He, James and Du 
Bois all went to help Nkrumah 

develop Ghana. But isolated 
and still part of a world capital-
ist economy, Nkrumah was not 
able to build socialism in the 
way he had hoped. 

The colonial office agreed 
to allow the travel of two del-
egates from Gambia in West 
Africa to the Congress. 

A memo noted that it was 
“sure to be more or less mischie-
vous in intention, all the more 
so since Mr Padmore is involved 
with it.” However they decided 
it was “politically expedient” to 
allow the passage.

They do not seem to have 
considered the congress to be 
much of a threat.

But though its immediate 
demands were not met, within 
20 years all the African colo-
nies had political independ-
ence except for South Africa 
and what was then Rhodesia.

Declarations and 
resolutions made 
at the congress 
(top) Jomo 
Kenyatta (above), 
who would later 
become the first 
president of 
Kenya, was there 
 Picture: John Deakin

‘Britishness’ is a sham that 
only serves the ruling class

The pressure’s on 
everyone to ‘love our 
country’ lately—but 
Sadie Robinson says 
we should take pride 
in our class instead
DAVID CAMERON has said 
that Jeremy Corbyn has a 
“Britain-hating ideology”. He 
meant that Corbyn disagrees 
with him on the need to wage 
bloody wars.

It’s an example of the kind 
of pressure that’s put on 
people to accept nationalist 
ideas.

For Cameron, Corbyn’s 
opposition to war is  
“Britain-hating” because it 
puts “Britain’s” security at 
risk. But our rulers don’t wage 
wars to protect us—they do it 
for their own interests.

What Cameron is really 
riled about is that Corbyn 
is a high profile figure who 
doesn’t always support ruling 
class priorities.

Our rulers say their 
interests are “Britain’s” 
interests because they want 
to mask the class divide. They 
want British workers to feel 
they have a stake in a country 
that treats them like dirt.

They want us to identify 
with them because they are 
British—rather than identify 
with workers across the 
world who share our class 
interests. They encourage 
racist stereotypes about 
“Britishness” and Britain’s 
“superiority” to divide and 
weaken the working class.

But the truth is there isn’t 
a national interest in Britain. 
The interests of bosses and 
workers are diametrically 
opposed—when one gains the 
other loses out.

And there aren’t any 
“British values” or traits that 
represent “Britishness” either. 
At its worst the idea that 
people have similar values or 
traits because of where they 
are born is simply racism. 

The lives and values of 
our rulers are miles away 
from those of most ordinary 
people. So they sometimes 
have to dress them up to 
sound more progressive.

They talk of “tolerance” 
while clamping down on 
Muslims, and they talk of 
“fair play” while increasing 

inequality. They talk up 
the importance of family 
life while ramming through 
attacks and cuts that tear 
families apart.

They drone on about 
protecting “freedom” while 
they rain bombs on civilians 
or intervene to overthrow 
elected governments.

Britain is not a progressive, 
civilised country. Its history is 
overflowing with imperialist 
war, torture, occupation and 
bloody repression at home. 
There is nothing to be proud 

of in being British.
But our rulers treat anyone 

challenging their values 
as treasonous. So there is 
enormous pressure to accept 
nationalist ideas.

That’s why some Muslims 
feel they have to say how 
proud they are to be British 
and fly the union jack.

It’s partly why Corbyn 
declared, “I love this country” 
in his conference speech 
after he was attacked for not 
singing the national anthem.

And some people, 
understandably sick of right 
wingers talking about “British 
values”, have tried to reclaim 
the idea by counter-posing 
alternatives.

They point to inspiring 
working class or anti-racist 
struggles in Britain’s history.

Corbyn claimed that 
“solidarity” was a British 
value and a Labour value in 
his conference speech.

But solidarity isn’t a British 
value. There’s nothing British 
about resisting the bosses or 
standing up to racism. It’s 
what workers do across the 
world.

When the National Gallery 
workers’ recent strike won 
important gains it was partly 
thanks to solidarity from 
other workers across Britain—
and outside it too. Workers at 
famous French museums such 
as the Louvre rallied in their 
support.

We shouldn’t take any 
pride in where we happened 
to be born or grow up.

We should take pride in 
being part of a class that can 
transform the world—and get 
rid of borders and nationalist 
divisions for good.

THE MAIL encourages Muslim women to wear Poppy hijabs

BACK STORY
There’s nothing British 
about any values worth 
taking pride in
lThe British Empire was 
the biggest the world ever 
saw—and enforced its rule 
by torture and mass murder
lOur rulers live in their own 
world with its own rotten 
values. Some 19 prime 
ministers went to Eton
lWorkers’ struggles in 
Britain have often been 
inspired by or alongside 
workers in other countries

Our rulers say 
their interests 
are those of  
‘Britain’ to hide 
the class divide
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What you can do to help
 Ê  Support the 
Glasgow 
Campaign 
to Welcome 
Refugees 
crowdfunder
Solidarity from 
Scotland to 
Refugees in 
Greece at  
youcaring.com/
supporting-
refugees-in-
athens-and-
lesvos-417157

 Ë  Join or support 
the latest 
solidarity 
delegation 
to Calais this 
weekend 
Go to the 
Facebook page 
Solidarity 
delegation to 
Calais Sat 17th 
Oct 2015 
 
 
 
 

 Ì  Set up a 
meeting in your 
area or college 
to support  
refugees
Raise money and 
challenge the 
bigotry in the 
media. Go to the 
Facebook page 
Stand Up To 
Racism

 Saying no to racism today
THE PRESENT Tory 
government ruthlessly 

scapegoats refugees. 
Last week we held a meeting 

in Glasgow to discuss what 
people can do now to help 
refugees. I reported back from 
a solidarity trip to Greece. 

People declared their 
determination to demand 
that the borders of 
Europe be opened 
and the refugees 
allowed in. 

The following 
weekend I 
went to 
Greece 
again 

to attend the Keerfa anti-racist 
conference (see page 5).

As the EU European countries 
and big NGOs have done 
little it has again been local 
volunteers, ordinary people 

who have organised 
solidarity, campaigning 
and practical help. 

Large amounts of 
money have been raised 
and tons of supplies 

of clothing and 
other necessities 
collected and 
shipped out to 
refugees from 
across Europe.
gctwr.co.uk

   Glasgow has a history of  
 solidarity with refugees  
Successes in building links with refugees and local people can be a model for 
others, writes Margaret Woods of Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees

  LABOUR home secretary Jack 
Straw ordered the dispersal of 

refugees across Britain 16 years 
ago. Glasgow City Council agreed to 
take in thousands of families while 
their asylum cases were decided. 

An Iranian asylum seeker said in 
2001, “People were hostile to me 
and other asylum seekers. They were 
being fuelled by what politicians were 
saying in the press and on television.”

Many local people, churches, trade 
unionists and community projects ral-
lied round to befriend and help the 
refugees. 

The Glasgow Campaign to 
Welcome Refugees (GCTWR) was set 
up with the backing of various trade 
union branches, politicians from sev-
eral parties and huge numbers of 
local people.

Harsher
Soon the Home Office opened 
premises in the city and Dungavel 
Detention Centre out on the moor. 
Life became much harsher for the 
refugees and a climate of fear spread 
across the city.

Local communities swung into 
action, launching campaigns sup-
ported by demonstrations. Large 
numbers of people attended court 
hearings—often with union banners. 

The campaign to defend the family 
of well-known local Angolan pastor 
Makielokele Daly organised four pro-
tests over Christmas 2004. It saw 
them released from detention.

About 25 people occupied Brand 
Street immigration office in Glasgow 
for a day in November 2005 in protest 
at the deportation of asylum seekers.

The four Kurdish Ay children spent 
13 months in detention with their 
mother—the longest in Britain—
before being deported. 

Around 1,200 outraged people 

joined a Scottish TUC protest outside 
Dungavel.

The protests peaked with the big-
gest protest at a detention centre, 
when 2,000 people protested outside  
Dungavel.

Campaigning stepped up a gear 
when dawn raids started.

Asylum seekers could now be faced 
with 15 Home Office officials in stab 
proof vests dragging families from 
their beds at 5am.

Asylum seekers built links with 
ordinary local people who cam-
paigned for them.

Refugees had been housed in the 

most deprived working class areas 
of the cities. These communities 
organised the defence of their new 
neighbours with the help of GCTWR, 
campaigning lawyers and financial 
help from unions.

Protested
Up to 500 people regularly protested 
every Saturday outside the Home 
Office.

Eventually the furore forced the 
government to abandon dawn raids 
and child detention in Scotland. 

The fates of 500 families which 
were in dispute were settled when, 

in one way or another, virtually all 
received status.

Over the years, the day to day work 
of befriending refugees and helping 
with cases while ensuring that people 
felt part of the community continued. 

Glasgow set a benchmark for sol-
idarity, defence of refugee rights 
and opposition to detention and 
deportation.

For several years feelings ran so 
high that no immigration minister 
came on the usual annual visit.

 Most of the major public cam-
paigns ended in success and a spirit 
of greater hope pervaded the city. 

PROTEST AT Dungavel against the detention of children in 2003 Picture: Duncan Brown

  “THERE IS still 
a racist element, 

which the media has 
played a big part in.

“But attitudes are 
changing. At the centre 
I work in we are working 
towards integration—
people playing football 
together, dancing classes 
and rugby.

“When leaflets were 
distributed to over 1,000 
flats only two people 
said they didn’t want 
leaflets.

“You now see asylum 
seekers’ teenage 
children mixing with 
white teenagers. 
Families have barbecues 
and picnics together. 
That wasn’t something I 
saw when I first started 
working here.”
Jassim Johe, refugee 
support worker at the 
Kingsway Court (2005)

  “THE RAID on 
Mrs Vucaj’s house 

really hit me. They were 
taken away at five in 
the morning. The father 
and 17 year old son were 
handcuffed. The men 
were put in one van, the 
women in another.

“I went to the 
demonstration at Brand 
Street, the immigration 
office in Govan where 
asylum seekers have 
to sign a register, to 
voice my anger at the 
treatment of the Vucaj 
family.

“The whole treatment 
of asylum seekers stinks. 
What have these people 
done? Nothing. I have 
asylum seekers next 
door to me and I thank 
god they’re there.”
Noreen Real, neighbour 
of the Vucaj family, 
Kingsway Court flats, 
Scotstoun (2005)

Margaret Woods and Amal Azzudin from the campaign
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EDUCATION

Strike called to 
stop academy
WORKERS AT Small Heath 
School in Birmingham were 
set to strike on Tuesday of 
next week against a plan 
to force it to become an 
academy.

This follows 24-hour strikes 
in May and July against the 
proposal. The action involves 
NUT, NASUWT and ATL union 
members. They plan further 
strikes on 18 November and 
10 December.

Strikers received hundreds 
of messages of support 
during their previous walkouts 
and have won support from 
parents and students.
lSend messages of support to 
banut@btclick.com

Rally against cuts 
at Open University
PROTESTERS gathered 
outside the Open University 
office in Leeds on Monday 
of this week to demonstrate 
against cuts. 

Others joined a rally in 
Birmingham on Tuesday of 
this week called by the UCU 
and Unison unions.

The Open University plans 
to close seven offices to 
“streamline”. Unions say the 
cut puts 500 jobs at risk.

Activists in Milton Keynes 
planned to lobby the Senate 
on Wednesday of this week in 
protest at the cuts.

Students defend 
maintenance grants
STUDENTS WERE set to 
hold a day of action against 
Tory plans to scrap student 
maintenance grants on 
Wednesday of this week.

The day of action was 
called by campaign group 
Students Assembly. Actions 
were set to take place 
at a number of different 
universities.

Stop the Tory 
attack on Esol
THE ACTION for Esol 
campaign and London Region 
of the UCU union have called 
a lobby of parliament for 
Wednesday of this week. 
Activists are protesting 
against cuts to Adult 
Education and English for 
Speakers of Other Languages 
(Esol).

Shadow ministers John 
McDonnell and Diane Abbott 
and UCU president Liz 
Lawrence were set to speak.
lMeet at 12 noon in Parliament 
Square. Go to actionforesol.org

Occupation against 
course cuts at Soas
A GROUP of students at Soas 
in the University of London 
began an occupation on 
Tuesday of last week.

It is in response to 
leaked plans by university 
management to cut 184 
courses. The students are 
also demanding an end to the 
outsourcing of university staff 
to private contractors.

HUNDREDS ATTENDED Mushin Ahmed’s funeral at Herringthorpe Stadium Picture: Jay Williams

Mass turnout for funeral
AROUND 700 people from 
across Rotherham attended 
the funeral of grandfather 
Mushin Ahmed last  
Friday.

Mr Ahmed’s wife said 
in a statement that he 
was “the most sincere, 
kind and gentle man.”

She thanked everyone who 
“offered us overwhelming 
support throughout the most 
difficult time in our lives.”

She added, “The 

community has come 
together united in sorrow,” 
and argued that “Mushin 
would want us to try and 
bring something positive 
out of our grief, in the 
hope that no other families 
should ever have to go 
through this pain.”

Two men have been 
charged with Mr Ahmed’s 
murder and are 
currently on remand.
Phil Turner

CLIMATE CONFERENCE

MORE THAN 120 people 
attended a Time to Act on 
Climate Change conference 
in Manchester on Saturday 
of last week. It was called by 

groups including Campaign 
against Climate Change and 
Friends of the Earth, and 
followed a week of action 
during the Tory conference.

MUSHIN AHMED

ENVIRONMENT

Thousands join protests 
over dangerous gas plans
MORE THAN 2,000 
protesters formed a human 
chain across the iconic Forth 
Road Bridge in Scotland last 
Sunday.

They oppose plans to 
extract gas from under the 
Forth through “gasification”—
setting fire to underground 
coal seams—and fracking—
blasting fluid into shale 
rocks.

The Scottish government 
has extended its temporary 
ban on fracking to cover 
gasification too. But it also 
gave the go ahead last week 
for test drilling for gas and 
coal for gasification.

Juliana Muir of campaign 
group Our Forth, accused the 
government of “giving with 
one hand and taking away 
with the other”.

Activists in the Wirrall, 
where gasification is also 
threatened, also held a 
solidarity protest.

lANTI-FRACKING groups 
across Yorkshire and in 
Burnley, Lancashire, held 
protests outside branches of 
Barclays bank last Saturday.

Barclays owns a portfolio 
of energy firms, including 
97 percent of Third Energy 
which has applied to frack in 
Ryedale near Scarborough.

But Ryedale district 
council voted for a five year 
fracking ban last Thursday.
Kim Hunter

TRANSPORT

  Freedom riders don’t let up
UP TO 20 Freedom Riders 
lobbied the South Yorkshire 
Transport Committee 
in Barnsley on Monday, 
demanding no further 
cuts to concessionary 
travel in 2016/17.

South Yorkshire councils 
removed free train travel from 
older and disabled people last 
year. Councils returned free 
travel to disabled people after 
Freedom Ride protests.

And Freedom Riders are 

celebrating another victory in 
their campaign. Stagecoach 
has extended a scheme 
whereby older people can have 
free bus travel to get to early 
hospital appointments. 

This scheme was operating 
in Barnsley but now applies 
across South Yorkshire.

Freedom Rider Tony 
Nuttall said, “This shows 
that persistent and active 
campaigning can improve 
travel facilities.”

 The blacklisting firms  
 ‘run up the white flag’
by SIMON BASKETTER

SOME OF the biggest 
construction companies could 
have to pay out tens of millions 
of pounds in damages.  

They made an “amended 
defence” of their role in 
blacklisting at London’s High 
Court last week.

The contractors involved 
are Balfour Beatty, Carillion, 
Costain, Kier, Laing O’Rourke, 
Sir Robert McAlpine, Skanska 
and Vinci.

The eight companies’ 
defence included “a full and 
unreserved apology” for 
their part in the “vetting of 
construction workers through 
the Economic League and The 
Consulting Association”.

The statement added, 
“We recognise and regret the 
impact it had on employment 
opportunities for those workers 
affected and for any distress 

and anxiety it caused to them 
and their families.”

The firms have admitted 
breaches of confidence and 
being part of an organisation 
that collected defamatory 
information against the 
workers. 

The defamation admission 
means the companies cannot 
now claim “non-disclosure”, 

opening the door for further 
action from those seeking 
answers on how and why they 
were blacklisted.

The firms are still contesting 
the effect that it has had on the 
blacklisted people.

Blacklist Support Group 
secretary Dave Smith said “The 
blacklisting wretches have run 
up the white flag.”

CONSTRUCTION

SELLAFIELD

Safe victory for strikers
Construction companies at 
Sellafield have granted the 
Unite union a senior shop 
steward on facility time to 
help workers with issues 
such as health and safety.

More than 1,200 
workers employed by 14 
sub-contractor companies 

are decommissioning or 
renewing nuclear facilities 
at the site.

They have taken part in 
industrial action, including 
strikes, to win the deal.

It also includes the 
creation of a health and 
safety committee.

Hands over the Forth

HEATHROW EXPANSION

 Mayor hopefuls all say no
MORE THAN 2,000 people 
rallied in Parliament Square 
last Saturday against 
proposals for a third runway 
at London Heathrow airport.

Shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell, whose 
constituency includes 
Heathrow, told the crowd, 
“‘In my constituency at the 

moment, people are literally 
dying. They’re dying because 
the air has already been 
poisoned by the aviation 
industry.”

The London mayoral 
candidates of the five biggest 
parties—Tories, Labour, 
Greens, Lib Dems and Ukip—
all spoke against expansion.

FAST FOOD WORKERS

FAST FOOD workers in 
Lincoln met on Wednesday 
of last week to discuss 
how to unionise in the 
fast food industry.

The meeting involved 
a discussion on what a 
union is for, and how to 
organise at work. It was 
called by the Fast Food 
Rights campaign and the 
food workers’ union Bfawu.
Jade Clarke

STANSTED AIRPORT

SECURITY scanner operators 
at London Stansted airport 
in Essex struck last weekend 
over pay.

The 30 GMB union 
members demand a 
3 percent pay rise—having 
rejected employer Mitie’s 
offer of 1.5 percent. 

Talks at government 
conciliation service Acas 
broke down earlier this 
month. Workers previously 
struck on 23 and 31 August 
and 12 and 13 September.

LONDON DLR

SECURITY AND cleaning 
staff working for Interserve 
Facilities on London’s 
Docklands Light Railway 
were set to strike on 
Thursday and Friday of this 
week in a fight over pay. 

It will be the fourth time 
the RMT union members 
have taken industrial 
action in the dispute.

NORTHERN RAIL

CLERICAL officers working 
at Northern Rail’s customer 
relations department in 
Leeds struck for 24 hours on 
Monday of this week.

The RMT union members 
are fighting attacks on their 
terms and conditions. 

Another 24-hour strike is 
planned for Monday  
9 November.

mailto:banut@btclick.com
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Solidarity boosts 
strikers in Barnet
by SADIE ROBINSON 

BARNET COUNCIL workers in north 
London struck against outsourcing 
on Wednesday of last week. 

The walkout was the latest action 
in the Unison union members’ 
long-running campaign against the 
privatisation of council services.

Helen Davies, Barnet Unison 
branch chair, said the atmosphere 
among strikers was “brilliant”.

“There were 80 people on one 
picket line,” she said. “More people 
are joining the union. Every time we 
go out, it’s stronger.”

The walkout involved refuse 
workers, library staff, occupational 
therapists, social workers, children’s 
centre and catering staff. 

Enthused 
Shadow chancellor John McDonnell 
visited pickets. “People were very 
impressed and enthused by that,” said 
Helen. “I can’t remember the last time 
a Labour shadow chancellor visited a 
picket line.

“Our union general secretary Dave 
Prentis hasn’t been on our picket lines 
once.”

The strike had a big impact on 
services. The only waste trucks that 
went out were driven by agency staff 
or managers.

The Tory-run council has out-
sourced hundreds of workers and 
plans another wave, along with big 
cuts. 

Over 200 people protested outside 
Hendon town hall against library cuts 

on Monday (see right). 
Unison members at the council 

plan another strike for 2 November—
the day the Tories will be discussing 
the Trade Union Bill in parliament. 

The TUC has called a lobby of par-
liament on that day. 

Helen urged other workers to show 
solidarity with Barnet strikers. “Some 
workers are on their sixth strike in 

this dispute,” she said. 
“It’s important to keep the mes-

sages of support coming in—and 
donations to the strike fund.”
lSend solidarity messages to 
contactus@barnetunison.org.uk  
Donate to Barnet Unison Industrial 
Action Fund, Building 4, North London 
Business Park, Oakleigh Road South, 
London N11 1NP

UNISON UNION 

All out to build John Burgess’ united left challenge
by KAREN REISSMANN  
Unison NEC (pc)

WE HAVE an opportunity 
to win significant change 
in Unison and put up 
a real fight against the 
Tories.

Four candidates 
have received enough 
nominations to stand for 
Unison general secretary.

Incumbent Dave 
Prentis and head of local 
government Heather 
Wakefield are two 
candidates from the 
current leadership.

Members clearly want a 
change. Just a third of the 
branches that supported 
Prentis’s last bid to lead 
the union backed him. 

Wakefield has benefited 
from a feeling among 

many members that 
a woman should lead 
our union. But both are 
implicated in the failure 
to lead a fight against the 
Tories.

She is the face of 
the local government 
pay dispute—a special 
conference condemned 
the leadership for selling 
members short. 

Wakefield has not put 
us in a better position 
to coordinate action or 

challenge Labour council’s 
pushing through cuts.

But with the leadership 
split a united left 
candidate has a real 
chance. There are two left 
candidates—Barnet branch 
secretary John Burgess 
and Knowsley branch 
secretary Roger Bannister.

We should back John, 
who unites broad forces. 

He’s won the backing 
of big city branches, 
such as Manchester and 
Newcastle, who have never 
supported a left candidate.

John has helped lead 
the most relentless branch 
campaign against Tory 
privatisation in Barnet. 

Roger has called for 
talks between the  
“anti-Prentis candidates” 
to agree on a single one.

While a single candidate 

could beat Prentis we need 
a real socialist challenge, 
which Wakefield doesn’t 
represent. 

Most of the left backed 
John’s campaign after 
Roger’s supporters 
insisted he would stand, 
scuppering attempts to get 
a united left candidate. 

Roger should stand 
down and back John.   

Every activist can get 
behind John’s campaign 
by talking to workmates 
in Unison and helping 
leaflet workplaces. John’s 
campaign can lay the basis 
for a left organisation and 
strengthen the fight againt 
austerity. 
lJohn4GenSec national 
launch meeting  
Sat 31 October from  
1-4pm Room L67, Soas, 
London WC1H 0XG

MUSEUMS 

Fresh walkouts 
for museums
NATIONAL MUSEUM of Wales 
workers are set to begin 
strikes across seven sites on 
Tuesday of next week. 

The PCS union members are 
fighting attacks on their weekend 
premium pay. They have walked 
out in a series of strikes since July. 
PCS suspended planned strikes 
last month after a new offer, which 
was rejected by a union meeting. 

Bosses then refused any 
resolution that didn’t involve 
slashing unsocial hours pay. 
lDonate to the hardship fund—Unity 
Trust Bank Account: PCS Amgueddfa 
Cymru 107006 Branch Number: 
20331827, Sort Code: 08-60-01

WORKERS ON the picket line last Wednesday  Picture: AlAn Kenny

 Hundreds join protests to stop  
 councils’ bonfire of books  
SOME 300 people protested 
against library closures in 
Lambeth, south London, on 
Monday of this week.

The council plans to close five 
libraries and turn them into gyms 
or unstaffed “lounges”.

Local campaigner Jan Nielsen 
told Socialist Worker, “It was 
the biggest council lobby in the 
borough since at least 2011.

“People from all the libraries 
affected were there. 

“Disabled library users 
turned out, people came with 
children and brought homemade 
placards.”

Councillors were meeting in a 
school as the town hall is being 
rebuilt “at great expense” Jan 

added. She said councillors had 
promised that everyone would 
get into the meeting, but around 
100 were stuck outside.

“There was a very angry 
protest that tried to break 
through the doors,” Jan said.

Activists plan further protests 
when councillors discuss the 
planned cuts at future meetings.

lOVER 200 people protested 
outside a Barnet council meeting 
on Monday of this week.

The north London council was 
debating on drastic changes to 
library services. 

Save Barnet Libraries 
organised the protest and the 
Unison union backed it. 

TRAFFIC WARDENS 

Wardens win 
Living Wage
TRAFFIC WARDENS in Hackney, 
east London, have won the 
London Living Wage of £9.15 an 
hour and new talks over pay after 
calling a five-day strike.

The Unite union members’ 
action, set to start on Monday 
of this week, was suspended for 
talks. 

The 30 workers are employed 
by Apcoa Parking. They voted  
100 percent to strike.

They previously struck for two 
days in August. 

They want a sick pay scheme 
and a better pay deal this year 
than the 1.5 percent bosses 
offered.

BIN WORKERS 

Norfolk refuses to take trash
REFUSE WORKERS in the 
GMB union in Norfolk are 
preparing to take on bosses’ 
attacks on working conditions.  

Workers in Norwich 
unanimously backed industrial 
action over “treatment 
at work” at a meeting on 
Wednesday of last week.

The union says that a worker 
with 25 years’ service was 
dismissed the day before. 

It is now preparing to 
ballot members for strikes. 

The 44 workers are employed 
by outsourcer Biffa on a contract 

to Norwich City Council.
GMB is also holding a 

consultative ballot in Norfolk 
over new health and safety rules.

The workers are employed 
by outsourcing giant Kier 
Refuse Services on a contract 
to Kings Lynn and West Norfolk 
County Borough Council. 

Bosses brought in the wearing 
of bump caps and goggles 
as part of workers’ personal 
protection equipment. 

The union says this is making 
the job “more dangerous”.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans 

Demonstrating against cuts to Barnet’s libraries 

John Burgess 



Published weekly except final week of December. Published by Larkham Printers & Publishers Ltd, London SW8 and printed by trade union labour at Trinity Mirror Printing Ltd

£1    No 2475    17 October 2015    

 FURY IN TURKEY    
 AFTER BOMBING
by KEN OLENDE

STRIKES AND protests 
gripped Turkey on Monday 
and Tuesday of this week in 
response to the  bombing of a 
peace march last Saturday—
and the government’s 
attempts to deflect blame. 

Two bombs exploded at the 
peace demonstration in the 
capital Ankara last Saturday. 
At least 128 people died and 
more than 250 were injured. 

Ministers blamed Isis, but 
people across Turkey are out-
raged at the state and the 
government, whom many 
blame for the violence.

Police fired teargas at sur-
vivors after the attack. And 
the state blocked Twitter and 
Facebook. 

The same four left wing 
union federations that called 
the original march asked 
people to show their outrage. 

Strikes
Ron Margulies is from the 
DSIP socialist group in 
Istanbul. He told Socialist 
Worker, “There have been 
marches and widespread 
workplace protests—a few 
strikes, many other lunchtime 

activities and press confer-
ences outside workplaces. 

“It’s important to under-
stand that both the bombed 
demo and the protests since 
are supported way beyond 
the Kurds.”

In last June’s election the 

Peoples’ Democratic Party 
(HDP) won 13 percent of the 
vote. It passed the 10 percent 
threshold needed to enter par-
liament and now has 80 MPs. 
It’s the first time that any 
Kurdish party has passed the 
threshold.

It was a huge break-
through, going beyond 
simple nationalism to unite 
sections of the left with the 
Kurdish movement.

President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s AKP party lost its 
majority and has been unable 

to form a government. It 
has called new elections for 
November. 

It is in this context that its 
renewal of the war on the 
Kurds and the cranking up of 
tension must be seen.

The AKP has joined the US 

in attacking Isis, but it has 
combined this with a renewal 
of its long-standing war on the 
Kurds. 

It hopes that the stepping 
up of the violence will break 
people who aren’t Kurds 
from supporting the HDP and 
rebuild AKP’s base.

List
Turkish prime minister 
Ahmet Davutoglu gave a list 
of organisations that might 
have carried out the bomb-
ing, including Isis, the PKK 
and leftist organisations.

HDP leader Selahattin 
Demirtas said the prime min-
ister is “implying that the HDP 
bombed its own rallies and 
killed people to gain sympa-
thy and votes.”

Ron said, “It’s difficult to 
say what the effect on the 
election will be. 

“Voters are polarised, and 
they don’t switch very easily 
in response to current events. 

“But it seems clear that 
the AKP will again fail to get 
enough MPs to form a govern-
ment. It may even lose a few 
percentage points. 

“And the HDP will stay 
above the 10 percent thresh-
old to get seats.”

ANGER FLARES at riot police in Ankara following the government response to the bombing of a peace protest 

EYEWITNESS

‘The police attacked us as we helped the victims’
by ARIFE KOSE in Ankara

THE TWO bombs exploded 
at 10am, just as the peace 
march was due to start. 

Thousands were 
assembling and 
shouting peace slogans, 
dancing and singing.

Its aim was to make 
the Turkish government 
stop its war with Kurds. 

Erdogan ended the 
peace process in July 
and since then hundreds 
of people have died. 

It was a peaceful 
march. We were carrying 
banners and peace flags.

Then came the 
explosions. They happened 

where the People’s 
Democratic Party (HDP) 
was gathering. It is a 
party of the Kurdish 
freedom movement and 
some on the Turkish left. 

The police came to the 

area where the bombs 
had gone off before the 
ambulances and doctors. 

They fired tear gas 
at people trying to help 
victims or carry dead 
bodies in their cars to the 

hospitals. This was what 
made people so angry.

We spent all day in the 
hospitals taking care of 
our friends. Thousands of 
people gathered in front 
of the hospitals chanting, 
“Killer Erdogan!”

In the evening we 
carried blankets and food 
to people waiting in front 
of the hospitals for news.

Many people blame the 
government directly for 
this latest attack. Even if 
it didn’t have anything to 
do with the explosions, it 
seems impossible that it 
knew nothing about them.
Arife is a member of DSIP, 
the Revolutionary Socialist 
Workers Party in Turkey

Solidarity protests held
HUNDREDS of thousands 
have taken to the streets 
in marches across Turkey. 

Arife Kose in Ankara 
said, “The anger on 
the protests is so big. 
We’re demanding that 
the interior minister 
resigns. Perhaps the 
actual killer was in 
Isis, but the political 
responsibility belongs 
to the government.

“From tomorrow 
we’ll continue our 
election campaign 
called Vote to Hope. 
They won’t terrorise 
us off the streets.”

Outrage at the 
bombings led to solidarity 
protests being called in 
a number of countries. 

In London over a 
thousand marched in 
north of the city and 
thousands protested at 
the Turkish embassy.

More than 4,000 
people including many 
left groups and trade 
unionists marched to 
the Turkish embassy 
in the Greek capital, 
Athens, on Monday.
Read more about Turkey 
online socialistworker.co.uk

SURVIVORS AMID the aftermath of the Ankara bombing A solidarity marcher in London
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