
THE STORY OF 
THE ‘HURRICANE’ 

Wrongly convicted US boxer 
and civil rights hero dies 

>>Page  13

The  fight against the jobs massacre  
in steel >>Pages 3, 10 &11

Melted down  
for profit

HOW DOES  
STRUGGLE GROW?  

Sadie Robinson on how the system pushes 
people to resist >>Pages 14&15

TORY CHANCELLOR George 
Osborne was left red-faced after 
the Lords threw back his cuts 
to tax credits on Monday of this 
week.

The Lords didn’t vote to scrap the 
Tories’ tax credits cut—just to delay 
it. Now Osborne has had to promise 
to “lessen the impact” of the cut.

Osborne and Cameron are fuming. 
For all their triumphalism after 

the Tories’ election victory in May, 
it turns out they can’t even get their 
own way when it comes to attack-
ing the poor.

Osborne and Cameron were 

stopped in their tracks after even 
some Tories balked at the thought 
that their cut might be unpopular. 

Just imagine what we could do to 
them if we organised some resist-
ance.

The Tories’ Trade Union Bill is set 
to be debated on Monday 2 Novem-
ber.

The TUC has organised a lobby 
outside—and there will be protests 
across Britain. 

Let’s use this opportunity to build 
some real resistance.
For more on resistance to the 
Tories turn go to pages 4, 7 

lOSBORNE LOSES TAX CREDIT VOTE
lTORIES PLOT ASSAULT ON UNIONS

 WE CAN  
 STOP 
 THEM

KILL THE BILL 
Monday 2 November

lJoin the TUC lobby of parliament.  
Assemble 1pm Westminster Central Hall, London 
SW1H 9NH 

lProtest at 6pm in Parliament Square. Called by 
the Trade Union Coordinating Group

lOrganise local protests in your workplace, town 
or city
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NHS

Junior doctors to 
vote on strikes 
over new contract
OVER 5,000 junior doctors 
and supporters marched in 
Newcastle last Saturday.

Now they are to be balloted 
for industrial action against 
Tory plans to make them 
work longer for less. 

Their new contract is 
part of a broader attack on 
the NHS under the guise of 
“seven-day working”.
>>Page 20

SOUTH AFRICA

Students' fees 
rebellion should 
inspire us all
AFTER TEN days of 
unprecedented protests, 
students in South 
Africa have won an 
interim demand that 
there be no university 
fee rises next year.

The “Fees Must Fall” 
movement was the biggest 
student movement since the 
end of apartheid.
>>Page 6

REFUGEES

European rulers 
try to buy time 
with clampdown
FRENCH COPS cracked 
down on refugees in 
Calais last week.

Meanwhile a European 
Union summit called for 
“reception” centres to be built 
in southern Europe.

Politicians want to stop 
people fleeing war.
>>Page 6
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lTORY minister Sajid Javid 
was named Britain’s most 

influential Asian person at 
an awards do last week. 

But non-racist guest speaker 
Michael Gove didn’t seem quite 
able to tell Asian politicans pre-
sent apart. Gove paid tribute to 
“my brilliant Cabinet colleague 
Sadiq Khan”. 

 ‘Sorry, not sorry’—Tony Blair  
 launches preemptive PR war
THE PUBLICITY shy war criminal 
Tony Blair has opened a public rela-
tions offensive before the publication 
of the Chilcot report.

Spin remains central to his attempts 
to limit his responsibility for “mistakes” 
over the Iraq war.

Blair repeated a partial apology for 
failures in intelligence and post-conflict 
preparations in the run-up to the inva-
sion in 2003.

“I can say that I apologise for the 
fact that the intelligence we received 
was wrong because, even though he 
had used chemical weapons extensively 
against his own people, against others, 
the programme in the form that we 
thought it was did not exist in the way 
that we thought,” he said. 

He added that he was sorry “for some 
of the mistakes in planning and, cer-
tainly, our mistake in our understand-
ing of what would happen once you 
removed the regime”.

However, in a preview of his expected 
defence when the official inquiry report 
is published—which is expected to 

happen within decades—Blair said that 
he could not apologise for removing 
Saddam Hussein.

He was also careful to set limits about 
how far the invasion caused the rise of 
Isis.

“Of course, you can’t say that those 
of us who removed Saddam in 2003 
bear no responsibility for the situation 
in 2015. But it’s important also to real-
ise, one, that the Arab Spring which 

began in 2011 would also have had its 
impact on Iraq today, and two, Isis actu-
ally came to prominence from a base in 
Syria and not in Iraq.”

Unlike us non-warmongers, Blair has 
already been shown draft copies of the 
Chilcot inquiry’s findings.

And it isn’t the hand written personal-
ised apology that Blair should be forced 
to write to every surviving relative of the 
million dead from his wars. 

lTHE RECENT visit by Chinese 
president Xi proved useful for the 

queen. Xi and others in the delegation 
stayed at Buckingham Palace—so the 
queen grabbed yet more of our cash.

“The ever-shrewd monarch 
managed to get a few extra repairs and 
refurbishments done—items the Treasury 
had been refusing to fund in this age of 
austerity,” said a Daily Mail “source”.

Short of a story? 
Just make one up!
JUST WHEN you thought 
the made up Corbyn 
madness couldn’t 
get any worse, enter 
the Daily Express.

It ran a story last week 
that began, “Labour 
aides were last night 
forced to deny claims that 
Jeremy Corbyn gossiped 
with David Cameron 
about a mystery public 
figure being married to 
a former prostitute.”

The paper claimed, 
“lip reading experts” 
had deciphered the 
conversation.

Labour said, “No such 
conversation took place.”

l UKIP IS strapped for 
cash after going all 

out at the election. The 

party still owes Facebook 
£80,000 for advertising.

It is worried the 
financial book-keeping 
is in such a mess Ukip 
will not be able to file 
proper final accounts to 
the Electoral Commission, 
as required by law, by 
the end of this month. 

That would be a shame.

Wonga minister  
updates loan links 
A TORY minister has 
deleted evidence of his 
links to Wonga from 
his website after it was 
revealed he leaked 
a committee report 
on payday lenders 
to the company.

Justin Tomlinson, a 
member of the Public 
Accounts Committee 
in 2013, claimed his 
“judgment had been 
clouded” when he 
passed on the report 
to the lenders.

However in 2011 he 
brokered a £30,000 
deal for Wonga to 
sponsor his local football 
team in Swindon. 

And since last year 
the club’s chairman has 

donated £30,218 to him 
and the local Tory  
Party.

MP Tomlinson, now 
disabilities minister, 
had boasted of the 
Wonga deal on his 
site. But since news 
of the leaked dossier 
emerged, he has deleted 
references to the lender.

Quitting to 
spend time  
with clients
TROUBLEMAKER had 
forgotten about Lord 
Warner. He was a junior 
health minister under 
Tony Blair and was always 
calling for greater NHS 
privatisation.

He now runs a lobbying 
company—advising private 
firms vying for healthcare 
contracts. 

Now he’s resigned 
the  Labour Whip Party—
though not the peerage it 
gave him—he can go and 
spend more time with his 
clients. Good riddance.

The queen—hard hit by austerity

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘He clearly 
loathes them’
TV Tory Kirstie Allsopp 
denounces the BBC’s Peter 
Hunt—who rightly pointed out 
that the queen is unelected

‘In contrast to 
his usual scruffy 
dress code’
The Daily Mail reports 
Jeremy Corbyn wearing formal 
dress to a state banquet

‘I am doing my 
bit in Europe 
to promote 
good relations 
between all 
different 
countries’
Ukip leader Nigel Farage is 
unconvincing

‘Campaign to 
make us all feel 
guilty about 
migrants’
Right wing columnist Richard 
Littlejohn attacks the BBC 
for reporting news

‘I’m not leaving 
my family here 
today’
David Cameron “joking” as 
he took China’s president Xi to 
the pub he once left his eight 
year old daughter in

‘Obsession with 
environment-
alism’
Daily Express columnist Leo 
McKinstry on the real reason 
for crisis in the steel industry

MONSTER OF 
THE WEEK
Not Workie (pictured)—
but his masters at the 
Department for Work 
and Pensions 
lThey spent an eye-
watering £8.45 million 
on creating him.
lAccording to pensions 
minister Ros Altmann, 
the fluffy one is the 
“physical embodiment 
of the workplace 
pension”. 
lWorkie’s bizarre advert 
cost £211,250 a second. 
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Read my lips Justin Tomlinson

Osborne is 
looking after 
his own
GEORGE Osborne's tax 
cuts for the rich may have 
made his dad £50,000 
better off.

The boss of wallpaper 
and fabric firm Osborne 
and Little—founder and 
controlling shareholder Sir 
Peter Osborne—trousered 
nearly £1.2 million in the 
past two years. 

The Tory chancellor's  
5 percent cut in the top tax 
rate to 45 percent in 2013 
would have saved him 
£48,000 over two years.
Sir Peter also earned 
£115,000 in dividends last 
year, on which he will pay 
£6,000 less tax.

The chancellor is also 
likely to benefit from the 
tax cut for those earning 
£150,000 and more a year. 

His salary is £135,000 
but he gets money in trust 
payments and in rent.



IN BRIEF
Post walkout 
over temps
PLYMOUTH POSTAL workers 
staged an unofficial walkout 
on Monday of this week.

The CWU union members 
at West Park delivery office 
refused to work after bosses 
brought in six agency 
workers. They voted to return 
to work on Tuesday morning 
after forcing an interim deal 
out of bosses.
More at socialistworker.co.uk

Could more 
have survived?
MEDICAL EXPERTS have told 
fresh inquests into the deaths 
of fans who were crushed 
during the Hillsborough 
disaster that early treatment 
helped some fans survive.

The original inquests 
did not consider evidence 
after 3.15pm because it was 
argued those who died were 
beyond saving at that time. 

The inquests resume next 
week.
More at socialistworker.co.uk

Right to appeal 
‘lawful’ killing
THE FAMILY of Mark Duggan, 
who was shot dead by police 
in 2011, have won the right to 
appeal over a finding that he 
was lawfully killed.

The family is challenging 
a High Court ruling that they 
could not apply for judicial 
review.

Cops could face 
Sheku charges
IT WAS revealed last week 
that Police Scotland may face 
criminal charges over Sheku 
Bayoh’s death in custody.
More at socialistworker.co.uk

Steel workers in ‘fight for 
their lives’ over Tata cuts
by DAVE SEWELL in Scunthorpe

FURIOUS STEEL workers are 
calling for support in their fight 
against closures and job losses.

Around 40 workers and supporters 
in Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, were out 
gathering signatures for their petition 
last Saturday. 

Tata Steel plans to cut 900 jobs 
at the town’s enormous steel works, 
closing its plate mill and one of two 
coking ovens. 

Matt Daly works at the blast fur-
nace. He told Socialist Worker, “I’ve 
never had much faith in what politi-
cians say. 

“But this time they’re not even 
talking a good fight, not even pre-
tending to care.”

Steel worker David Wyner 
added, “The knock-on effect could 
cost 30,000 jobs. Without steel, 
Scunthorpe will be a ghost town.” 

Another 270 jobs are to go at 
the Dalzell and Clydebridge sites in 
Lanarkshire as Tata “mothballs” the 
last of Scotland’s steel industry.

Refuses
Tata has already cut 700 jobs this 
year in Rotherham and South Wales, 
and refuses to commit to keeping the 
Scunthorpe works running long term.

Charlotte Upton, Unite union rep 
in the plate mill in Scunthorpe, said 
“Even workers who haven’t been so 
vocal before know this is a fight for 
their lives. 

“The community has really got 
behind us and said it’s a fight for the 
whole town.” 

Retail worker Wendy Barley said, 
“There’ll be an increase in suicides 
in this town if these jobs go—it’s 
disgusting. 

“If there’s a strike, a protest, an 
uprising, we’ll need to unite behind 
it.”

After years of under-investment, 
steel works in Britain struggle to 

compete with cheap imports—par-
ticularly as China’s economic slow-
down has seen global demand plum-
met. But its products are still needed.

Community union member Paul 
works in the threatened plate mill. 
He told Socialist Worker, “Everything 
relies on steel—your washing 
machine, your car, the hinges on 
your door. 

“Where will that come from with-
out us?”

The government’s excuses only 
make workers angrier.

Paul said, “I feel let down. What 
really rankles is that at the same time 
as blaming China, the government is 
kissing the Chinese president’s arse. 
I actually shouted at the TV.

Tory grandee Michael Heseltine 

rubbed salt in the wound saying “if 
you are going to lose your job this 
is probably a good a time” because 
there are so many “exciting” new 
jobs.

The government announced fund-
ing for training courses for unem-
ployed people. But steel worker Phil 
said, “Better to keep the jobs they’ve 
got than pretend they’ll all get hired 
by Costa Coffee.”

Local resident Max had made a 
banner calling for jobs to be saved. 
He said, “We’ve got to fight for every 
job. Whatever happens next I hope 
it’s an escalation.” 

Divert
The unions demand subsidies or 
tax breaks to lift bosses’ profits, and 
import controls to keep out Chinese 
steel. These won’t solve the crisis, and 
divert anger in the wrong direction.

Instead many workers argue that 
if the government bailed out banks, 
it should also save the steel industry.

At a trades council meeting in 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, last 
week, 50 trade unionists pledged to 
back any action steel workers take. 
Their statement is picking up support 
online.

Officials from the GMB and 
Community unions both told Socialist 
Worker they hoped to build a national 
demonstration. 

GMB organiser Shaune Clarkson 
said, “We can’t let this town go under, 
we can’t stand by as another industry 
dies—we’ve got to fight for it.”

Workers plan a mass meeting on 
Tuesday 10 November, followed by a 
march on the Tory council’s meeting. 

Matt called for support. He said, 
“What’s going to make the difference 
is the amount of people involved—it’s 
about strength in numbers.”

CAMPAIGNING IN Scunthorpe last Saturday    Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

 

Protest against Egypt’s butcher el-Sisi
PROTESTERS WILL demonstrate 
against Egypt’s dictator Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi when he arrives on an official 
visit to Britain next week.

David Cameron’s invitation to 
el-Sisi shows the Tories want to do 
business with another brutal regime. 

Cameron’s office has said he 
will raise “matters of concern”, but 
el-Sisi will be able to brush those 
aside. 

He wants to be accepted on the 
international political stage and a 
visit to Britain, after similar visits to 
France and Germany, will seal that. 

But el-Sisi has blood on his 
hands. In August 2013 he oversaw 
the mass murder of over 1,000 
Muslim Brotherhood supporters in 
Cairo. It is estimated that he has 

imprisoned over 40,000 political 
opponents including leading figures 
from the 2011 revolution. 

Activists have been kidnapped 
by regime thugs, prisoners are 
routinely tortured and hundreds 
have been sentenced to execution.

El-Sisi wants to crush the 
last breath from the Egyptian 
Revolution. 

Activists need to go all out to 
show their solidarity with all those 
in Egypt standing against the regime 
and show he is not welcome here.
Judith Orr

Protest—Wednesday 4 November, 
5pm at Downing Street. Supported by 
Egypt Solidarity Initiative, Stop the War, 
Muslim Association of Britain  
Go to egyptsolidarityinitiative.org

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Momentum builds for 
Jeremy Corbyn

2  ‘Who will protect us 
from the police?’ ask 
Yemeni family

3  Mass protest of junior 
doctors in London as
revolt against new 
contracts grows

4 Angry refugees lead 
a march in Calais and 
celebrate solidarity

5 Greek workers set for 
general strike

On other pages...
Steel’s profiteering bosses and how workers 
fought back last time >>Pages 10&11

Shady character—dictator el-Sisi

lDefend our unions

lOrganise to win
lKill the TU Bill 

14 NOVEMBER
CENTRAL LONDON 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 
235 Shaftesbury Ave, WC2H 8EP 
Book now uniteresist.org

Unite the Resistance conference
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 We will turn  
 2 November  
 into a day of  
 protest for  
 union rights 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

MONDAY 2 November will be a 
day of trade union mobilisations 
against the Tory assault on the 
right to strike.

Activists are mobilising to lobby 
MPs and protest outside parliament 
against the Trade Union Bill. More 
will protest across Britain.

Many workers are clear about 
what is at stake.

Theresa Rollinson was part of a 
strike at Care UK in Doncaster last 
year. The workers struck for 90 days 
against privatisation.

Theresa told Socialist Worker, 
“The Tories want unions to be 
powerless to oppose them pushing 
through more of their attacks on 
our services. We need the right to 
strike.”

The TUC has called a national 
lobby on the day against the Trade 
Union Bill.

Some union leaders want to focus 
anger simply on lobbying Tory MPs. 
But others want protests. Theresa is 
going to protest, like many others.

FBU union general secretary Matt 
Wrack has called for firefighters to 
get to Westminster’s Old Palace 
Yard from 11.30am to protest.

North West FBU secretary Les 
Skarratts told Socialist Worker, 
“We are taking significant numbers 
to London.

“We will be lobbying Tories, Lib 
Dems and Labour MPs who openly 
oppose the new leadership team.”

Delegation
CWU union rep and Eastleigh postal 
worker Michael Goozee said his 
branch committee has been can-
celled on 2 November to send a 
delegation to parliament. He said, 
“Our general secretary 
has said he’ll break 
the law to oppose 
the bill—that’s good.

“ I t  has  to  be 
fought not just with 
marches and lob-
bies but with 
strikes.”

T h e  T U C 
plans a rally in 

Westminster Central Hall at 1pm 
before MPs are lobbied. At 6pm 
unions will come together to pro-
test in Parliament Square.

Lunchtime protests will take 
place in workplaces across Britain 
as well as evening demonstrations.

Barnsley trades council chair 
Dave Gibson said, “People are angry 
at this bill and local protests are an 
opportunity to bring them together.

“We are going to have to get 
organised locally and nationally to 
take the fight to the Tories.”

Unison rep Chris Sermanni was 
part of an all-out strike over pay 
by homelessness caseworkers in 
Glasgow this year.

He argued, “Trade union leaders 
now need to step up and show their 
collective might. For too long they 
have been accused—rightly in some 
cases—of being weak and passive.” 

Dave said, “We’re finding a much 
wider layer of trade unionists who 
want to debate what we are going 

to do to defy the laws. 
“That’s where the 

Unite the Resistance 
conference fits so 
well (see right).”

C h r i s  a d d e d , 
“We’ve fought 
and beat the 
a n t i - u n i o n 
laws in the 
pas t .  We 
c a n  d o 
i t  aga in 
now.”

THE BILL
The Trade Union Bill will make it 
harder for workers to strike 
lIt would rule any ballot with a 
turnout of less than 50 percent 
invalid
lWorkers in “important public 
services” would need 40 percent 
of eligible voters to back action
lUnions would have to give 
bosses’ 14 days notice of a strike, 
double the current 7 days
lAnd “intimidation on a picket 
line” would become a new 
criminal offence THE 100,000-STRONG TUC march earlier this month showed the mood against austerity. The Tories fear 

this spreading to workplaces—and are clamping down on union rights Picture: Guy Smallman

 ‘You can convince workers that it  
 is worth fighting against austerity’
UNITE THE Resistance will 
hold a national conference on 
Saturday 14 November in central 
London.

Its key theme is Defending 
Our Unions and Organising 
To Win. It will also discuss 
how to counter attempts to 
divide working class people by 
scapegoating migrant workers, 
benefit claimants and disabled 
people.

Speakers include FBU general 
secretary Matt Wrack, reinstated 
PCS union rep Candy Udwin, 
John Hendy QC and disabled 
activist Paula Peters.

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell and trade unionists 
from Greece will also speak.

The conference is catching a 
mood.

Portsmouth City Unison union 
chair Jon Woods explained, “We 
got a great response leafleting 
at a local meeting of Momentum 
for the conference. Lots of 
contacts want to go—we have a 
minibus.”

Jon’s branch and Portsmouth 
trades council are officially 

backing the conference. “It fits 
really well with the debate about 
how we need a movement to 
strengthen the anti-austerity 
arguments that Jeremy Corbyn is 
making,” said Jon.

The Tories want to drive 
through deeper austerity and 
fear the anger spilling into 
workplaces. That’s why they 
want to weaken the unions. The 
conference is an opportunity 

to deepen the networks of 
organised workers needed to 
mount effective resistance.

John Burgess is branch 
secretary of Barnet Unison in 
north London and is standing 
for general secretary of the 
union. He will also speak at the 
conference. 

 “I hope the event will bring 
together those of us wanting to 
fight and organise,” John told 
Socialist Worker.

“I know from personal 
experience you can convince 
workers it is worth fighting 
against austerity. 

“Corbyn has energised the 
anti-austerity movement, but we 
need to build on that momentum 
in the workplace.

“The Tories’ anti-worker bill 
has thrown down the gauntlet to 
the trade unions.

“Rallies and protests are good 
for building confidence and 
alliances, but without strikes it 
isn’t enough.” 
Workers spoke to Socialist Worker in 
a personal capacity. For more details 
go to uniteresist.org

Labour’s John McDonnell

Matt Wrack
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 Anger after release of  
 Shaker Aamer is delayed
ANGRY protesters 
gathered at Downing 
Street last Saturday 
over continuing 
delays to the release 
of Shaker Aamer, 
the last remaining 
British resident in 
Guantanamo prison.

Shaker had been 
due to fly in to RAF 
Northolt last weekend.

Joy Hurcombe, 
chair of the Save 
Shaker Campaign, 
said, “Why is the plane 
not on the runway? 
We will not stop till 
Shaker is brought 
home.” 

Shaker has been 
held for over 13 years 
but never charged and 
never tried. He has led 
several hunger strikes 
and been a witness to 
Guantanamo tortures 
and deaths. 

The public 
demonstrations and 
protests led by the 
Save Shaker Aamer 
Campaign forced 
politicians to act. 

Imam and activist 
Suliman Gani said, 
“It’s so good that 
people will come out 
in support of Shaker. 
Most simply know him 
as a man the US has 
incarcerated.

“It shows that 

despite the media and 
politicians, including 
the prime minister, 
demonising Muslims 
every day, people 
will come out in 
solidarity.” 

A 118,000-signature 
petition forced a 
House of Commons 
debate. This compelled 
David Cameron to 
put pressure on US 
president Barack 
Obama.  

Obama phoned 
Cameron on  
25 September to say 
that Shaker would 
return 30 days after 
a statutory notice to 
Congress. That notice 
has now expired.  

Joy told Socialist 

Worker, “It’s terrible 
there has now been 
another setback. 
It’s deeply troubling 
especially for Shaker’s 
family.”

Shaker was cleared 
for release in 2007, 
but Labour and Tory 
governments are 
responsible for the 
eight years it’s taken to 
secure his freedom.

Some 112 prisoners 
remain in the camp, 
and the US congress 
is preparing to block 
further transfers.

The campaigning 
for Shaker’s immediate 
return continues.
John Clossick 
Contact the campaign at 
ssac.contact@gmail.com  

Demanding Shaker’s release

 Police ignored abuse calls
STAFF AT a care 
home in Solihull, 
Birmingham, have 
accused police of 
ignoring child sexual 
exploitation (CSE).

Managers say 
abusers are targeting 
teenagers at the 
home. Police have 
been called to the 
site 96 times since 
January. 

Over 80 calls were 
from staff requesting 
assistance, and 
around half involved 
CSE and safeguarding 
fears.

Yet West Midlands 
Police has made 
a complaint to the 
council about the high 
level of calls.

One worker said 
police were called 
on the 101 number 
at around 1.35am 
on 29 August after 
an older man was 
found hiding under a 
teenager’s bed. 

Police did not 
return the call until 
2.25am and said they 
would not send an 
officer.

Police eventually 

arrived at around 4am 
after the older man 
began threatening 
staff.

Care home boss 
Marven Gabula 
said, “We are 
constantly feeding 
police intelligence 
about abusers. But I 
sometimes feel like 
the police don’t really 
want to be called.

“It feels as if 
the police will only 
respond when 
something terrible has 
happened.”
Sadie Robinson

 Academy in payment scam
AN academy 
chain paid over 
£800,000 in two 
years to “consulting” 
companies that its 
founders or trustees 
had major financial 
interests in.

The Griffin 
Schools Trust paid 
over £700,000 to 

a company wholly 
owned by its joint 
chief executives, Liz 
Lewis and Ange Tyler. 

Other firms 
received around 
£100,000 between 
them for “educational 
consultancy services”.

Shadow education 
secretary Lucy Powell 

rightly said this 
showed the Tories 
have failed to “ensure 
adequate checks” on 
academy funding.

But the problem 
is that academies 
bring schools under 
the control of private 
firms—which Labour 
does not oppose.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

AFFILIATING TO LABOUR 
WON’T STOP THE TORIES 

 T
HOUSANDS  OF people 
are determined to defend 
Jeremy Corbyn and his 
anti-austerity policies 
from the Labour right’s 

attacks and backroom plotting.
Many are joining the Labour 

Party to support Corbyn’s project. 
More than 180,000 have 

joined Labour, including 17,000 
who left in disgust at Tony Blair’s 
neoliberalism and warmongering.

The pressure is also on unions 
that disaffiliated under New 
Labour to come back into the fold.  

The FBU firefighters’ union 
has recalled its conference on 
27 November to decide on 
reaffiliating. It’s likely that, after  
11 years of separation and 
supporting left wing alternatives, 
the FBU will go back into Labour.  

This will bolster those inside 
other left wing unions arguing for 
reaffiliation. 

Tony Blair’s New Labour shafted 
ordinary firefighters and their 
union, even bringing in the army to 
break a walkout in 2002/03. 

In 2004, the union finally broke 
with the Labour Party and shifted 
to the left.

Now two longstanding 
members of the FBU’s 
parliamentary group are the leader 

of the opposition and shadow 
chancellor. 

As FBU leader Matt Wrack said, 
“We now have a Labour leader 
to the left of most of the TUC 
general council.” 

But in the meantime the Tories 
are in charge—and we can’t wait 
until the 2020 general election to 
win change.  

Since the Tories came to office 
in 2010, they’ve slashed more than 
5,000 frontline jobs. 

There aren’t enough crews 
to staff the engines and local fire 
stations are shutting. 

Will reaffiliating to Labour stop 
this onslaught on pay, pensions 
and jobs? And will it stop the fire 
stations closing? 

No—our side’s strength doesn’t 
lie in parliament or the Labour 
Party but in working class struggle.

The Tories are weak and we 
could kick them out early. 

Most union leaders, such as 
Unite’s Len McCluskey, are pinning 
their hopes on Labour to stop the 
Trade Union Bill.  Wrack is rightly 
calling for mass action—that’s 
what we need to build on. 

But the danger is that looking 
to Labour can be a substitute for 
fighting.  

While Corbynmania may be 
transforming politics, the Labour 
Party machine is intact.

Its aim is to win elections. 
Having union-sponsored and 
supportive MPs doesn’t mean 
automatic support for workers. 

For instance, Wigan MP Lisa 
Nandy backed the Hovis workers 
and supports the Bfawu union. But 
Nandy is part of Labour Together, 
the “moderate” crowd’s latest 
project to combat Corbyn

Will Corbyn’s leadership 
mean Labour’s London mayoral 
candidate Sadiq Khan reopens 
London’s closed fire stations? 

Only struggle can force that.  
We need to strengthen our side—
and that won’t be done by jumping 
into the Labour Party.

THE FUSS OVER FOOD
 YOU MAY be worried that 

your next bacon sarnie could 
give you cancer.

The press jumped on “news” 
that a World Health Organisation 
(WHO) study confirmed steadily 
building evidence that eating 
certain meat was linked to cancer.

Editors didn’t let facts get in 
the way of a sensational story—
“sausages rank alongside cigarettes 
as a major cause of cancer,” said 
one stupid newspaper. 

It isn’t true. The WHO’s 
classifications are about how 

confident it is that something 
causes cancer. They are not about 
how much cancer it causes. 

The risk from tobacco, for 
instance, is much higher.

Cancer Research said there 
would be over 60,000 fewer cases 
of cancer in Britain per year if no 
one smoked. That compares to 
less than 10,000 fewer if no one 
ate red or processed meat.

The media always blames 
individuals for their “choices”—
don’t eat too much this or that.
They don’t look at what limited 

choices people have. 
Poverty, poor working 

conditions and housing all affect 
health. Cheaper food is less 
healthy. And big food businesses 
adulterate our food with all 
sorts of dodgy preservatives and 
flavourings.

That’s why a sugar tax is not the 
answer to poor health or obesity. 

We should force the food 
industry to pay for the health 
problems it creates.

A sugar tax will simply be 
another tax on the poor.

Our side’s 
strength doesn’t 
lie in parliament, 
but in working 
class struggle

‘‘ 
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 UP YOURS
 BANKERS

 GREEK WORKERS RESIST

AND         TO OSBORNE

by DAVE SEWELL in Athens
CELEBRATIONS TOOK place in Syntagma Square in front of the Greek parliament and around the surrounding streets long into the night last Sunday.In a referendum watched by the world, voters gave a resounding no to a new austerity deal proposed by the European Union and Interna-tional Monetary Fund (see page 4).Lawyer Tonia told Socialist Worker, “Today all of Greece is cel-ebrating because democracy is cele-brating in the place that it was born.”

Unemployed Theodosis said, “We’ve made it to the finals for the European championship of class war.”
People cheered and sang the songs of the revolt against Greece’s dictatorship, along with revolutionary song The Internationale.

Teacher Sofia had been  counting ballots at a polling sta-tion mainly used by police officers. She told Socialist Worker, “The Yes votes just kept coming
>>continued on page 3

‘IT’S TIME to take everything back—all the things they cut in the last five years’Artemis, Athens student
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AFTERSHOCK
IN GAZA TORIES’ WARON MUSLIMS

Award-winning Palestinian journalist Mohammed Omer  interviewed >>Pages 10&11
Why Theresa May’s clampdown will not prevent terror attacks in Britain >>Page 17

FIVE-DAY POLITICAL FESTIVAL

www.marxismfestival.org.uk #M2015   @MarxismFestival

OPENS THIS THURSDAY

£1  |  No 2461  |  11 July 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  

 LET
 THEM
  IN!

 REFUGEES IN CALAIS ARE FLEEING  WAR AND POVERTY

Migrants from the camp tell us their storiesPages 10&11

Tories’ racist onslaughtPages 4&5

Benefits myth exposedPage 17

REFUGEES FROM across the world face destitution in Calais

A FRENCH aid worker greets amigrant in the ‘jungle’ camp

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ Scared, scarred & starved in Calais Motley pirate mutinies  that began a new era  

Author Marcus Rediker: Ships were ‘floating factories’ of exploitation  >>Pages 14&15Thousands rally to Corbyn >>Page 20 Tube workers are right to strike >>Page 7

Blairites and Brownites feel the heat in Labour’s leadership campaign Tube bosses want to force London Underground staff to work all night...

£1  |  No 2465  |  8 August 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  
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SOUTH AFRICA 
ASHLEY FATAAR

Students’ rebellion 
should inspire us all
AFTER TEN days of unprecedented protests, students in 
South Africa have won an interim demand that there be 
no increases in university fees next year.

The “Fees Must Fall” movement was the biggest student 
uprising since the end of apartheid.

South Africa has a million or so students registered in 
institutions of higher learning. At the majority of universities 
they came out to stamp their mark on what the country 
should look like. 

The rebellion was highly ideological in its demands and 
democratic in its practice. The degree of self-mobilisation 
and self-organisation was astounding. It gives everyone 
inspiration for their own struggles—and shows that mass 
action from below is the way to get results.

Students occupied university buildings, stormed the gates 
of parliament in Cape Town and mobilised 50,000 people to 
protest at the government offices in Tshwane (Pretoria).

Their rebellion was truly a “festival of the oppressed”. 
Many students joined demonstrations for the first time in 

their lives—and they did so with joy.
It was easy to engage students in discussion around 

capitalism’s crisis, austerity, the roots of continuing racism 
and ideas of socialism as an alternative.

Alongside free education, students are demanding that 
universities end the practice of outsourcing. 

In the students’ words, “We cannot continue to 
tolerate the exploitation, victimisation and intimidation 
of outsourced workers... Forward to a living wage! The 
companies must go! The workers must stay.”

The revolt shows that we should never be complacent. 

Fountain
Struggle can rise up in a fountain of anger and 
determination from areas of public life that can seem to be 
quite passive.

With a world in deep crisis, people are pushing back 
against the austerity measures imposed on them.

As recently as a year or two ago, students were not 
moving at all. They were bogged down by tiring course work 
and hassles with fees.

There was a mindset that they were going to enter the 
newly emerging black middle classes as way out of their 
poverty.  Some characterised students as paying more 
attention to their looks and their phones than to debates 
about building a better society.

The movement was sparked off this year by the “Rhodes 
must Fall” campaign. It challenged the continued presence 
on campuses of statues of apartheid figures such as Cecil 
Rhodes. It encapsulated issues of racism and the lack of 
transformation at universities. 

This movement was dynamic but it did not bring the 
majority of students out in open rebellion. That took the 
movement over fees.

It started overnight when Wits students blockaded their 
university against fee increases of 10.5 percent. Within a 
week students had closed down the majority of universities 
across the country. Some further education colleges had 
begun to join by the end of last week.

The minister for education, Blade Nzimande of the 
Communist Party, thought he could placate the rebellion by 
capping increases at 6 percent for the year ahead.

For this he was booed off stage as he addressed students 
outside parliament. Days later president Jacob Zuma had to 
intervene with a zero percent increase for 2016.

The ANC government is trying jump to the head of the 
movement to divert it. But the old credentials of a national 
liberation government have worn very thin in students’ eyes. 

They want free education now—not in some distant 
future.

At a meeting to assess the Tshwane march and the “No 
fees campaign” a student commented that “This mass 
meeting at Wits is one of the most extraordinary things I’ve 
experienced in my political life. 

“The level of debate is extraordinary. The overwhelming 
argument is to reject Zuma’s ploy, not lose momentum in the 
fight for free education and pull in the workers townships!  
Fucking amazing”.

The struggle continues.
Ashley is a member of socialist organisation Keep Left 

CONDITIONS IN the ‘jungle’ are deteriorating (top) Life jackets washed up on the Greek island of Lesvos (below)

European rulers try to buy 
time with fresh clampdown
by DAVE SEWELL 

FRENCH COPS cracked 
down on refugees in Calais 
last week. They arrested at 
least 150 people and flew 
them to detention centres 
hundreds of miles away.

The authorities said they 
would look into the possibil-
ity of deporting them. 

Refugees detained on pre-
vious smaller raids had to be 
released. They were given no 
help afterwards and had no 
choice but to return to Calais.

Police also blocked off 
the entrances to the “jungle” 
shantytown where up to 
6,000 refugees live in appall-
ing conditions. 

Activists bringing aid will 
need a named invitation from 
Calais charities to get in.

Solidarity 
This is an attempt to thwart 
solidarity from activists in 
Britain and Belgium. A group 
of Birmingham teachers were 
the latest delegation to Calais 
last Saturday.

The clampdown followed 
a visit from French interior 
minister Bernard Cazeneuve.

Along with 600 extra cops, 
he announced the provision 
of “heated tents”. 

These are part of the risible 
humanitarian response that 
two charities tried to sue the 
government over this week.
But his main aim was to stop 
the refugees from organising.

Cops in Paris also evicted 

hundreds of migrants squat-
ting in an abandoned college 
on Friday of last week.

The far right has taken its 
cue from the state. 

Fascists supported by the 
local mayor occupied a build-
ing in the village of St Genis 
last Saturday. 

It was destined to shelter 
Roma families—unrelated 
to the refugee crisis. Their 
banner read, “St Genis will 
not become Calais”.

This follows large protests 
by  the Islamophobic group 
Pegida in Germany and an 
arson attack on an asylum 

centre in Sweden earlier this 
month. 

But a European Union 
(EU) “mini-summit” last 
Sunday reaffirmed that the 
anti-migrant agenda is being 
driven from the very top. 

Governments of “core” EU 
countries pushed for “recep-
tion centres” to keep up to 
100,000 refugees in Greece 
and other Balkan countries. 

Controlling 
Plans to keep people in 
camps are not about helping 
them. The plan is intended 
to buy governments time to 
reinforce their borders and 
stem the flow of people into 
Austria and Germany.

The refugees’ numbers 
and determination—and 
fears over the cold weather—
forced Croatia’s government 
to lift a short-lived border clo-
sure last week. 

The project to keep refu-
gees out of Europe contin-
ues to kill. A man, woman 
and two children drowned 
crossing the Aegean Sea 
between Greece and Turkey 
in two separate incidents last 
weekend.

And there were horrific 
scenes in Libya as 40 dead 
bodies washed ashore on 
Saturday. Another 30 passen-
gers from their capsized boat 
were missing.

As long as governments 
such as Britain’s keep fight-
ing to keep refugees locked 
down and out, the deaths will 
continue.

Organising solidarity
ACTIVISTS reported 
back from a Stand Up to 
Racism (SUTR) solidarity 
delegation to Calais at 
meetings last week. 

Around 50 people 
joined a fundraiser 
in Manchester last 
Saturday. 

Student Bethan 
Turner said, “No 
one would risk their 
lives to try and 
claim what’s 
left of Britain’s 
housing benefit. 
We should let 
them in.”

Bev Costello 
from Salford 
had set up an 

event in her local pub, 
raising over £500.

“It’s been very, 
very heartening and 
inspiring,” she said. 

On the same day 
police clashed with 
pro-refugee protesters 
in London St Pancras 

train station.
SUTR activists are 

building for rallies 
in London and 

Birmingham on 
Wednesday of 
next week. 
London—7pm, 
Camden Centre, 
WC1H 9JE 

Birmingham—7pm, 
The Priory Rooms, 
B4 6AFOn the march
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 Tax credits 
humiliation 
shows Tory 
weakness
The House of Lords vote to delay tax 
credit cuts shows the Tories are far 
from unstoppable, says Judith Orr

THE TORIES were humiliated on 
Monday of this week when they 
lost a House of Lords vote on tax 
credits.

Chancellor George Osborne 
wants to cut £4.4 billion from 
tax credits paid to people on low 
incomes. 

Some 3.3 million families receive 
an average of £123.90 a week in 
tax credits. That’s one household 
in eight.

The cuts could snatch £1,300 
a year from up to 3 million of the 
poorest people.

The Tories claim no one will be 
worse off. But one study showed 
that two thirds of families on tax 
credits would still be worse off in 
2020. 

The Tories had a three line whip 
to try and win the vote. They even 
flew in Andrew Lloyd Webber from 
the US to try and get a majority. 

The defeat shows the Tories 
can’t get everything their own way. 
If they faced a determined mass 
fightback from below, they could 
be beaten.

But Osborne has made it clear 
that this setback will not mean the 
end of his plans. He said, “I’m deter-
mined to deliver that lower welfare 
economy the British people want to 
see.”

The vote means he will have to 
commission an independent study 
of who the cuts will have most 
impact on.

Stagger
He will also have to stagger the cuts 
to those now receiving tax credits 
over three years. 

Yet there is no need to exam-
ine who will suffer the most. It’s 
obvious. 

None of the Lords rely on tax 
credits—they each can claim £300 
for just turning up for the debate. 

The cuts will have the most 
impact on the poorest people in 
Britain.

Some politicians go on about 
“hard working families” deserv-
ing financial support. This implies 
that people who can’t work, are 

disabled, or have been made unem-
ployed don’t deserve help.

But the welfare state should be 
there for everyone. No one should 
have to live in poverty.

Tax credits do not subsidise 
poor people—they allow bosses to 
continue to pay wages so low that 
workers can’t live on them. 

The Tories want to make it a row 
about the power of the Lords. The 
Lords should be abolished. 

There is nothing democratic 
about this unelected bunch of aris-
tocrats, bishops and friends of 
politicians.  

But the Tories don’t care about 
democracy. The row about the con-
stitution deflects attention from the 
real issue. 

The Tories are waging war on 
millions of ordinary people and 
they don’t want anyone to stand in 
their way. 

David Cameron has declared he 
will carry out a “rapid review” of the 
House of Lords’ ability to block gov-
ernment spending plans. 

But it’s the Tories who need a 
rapid review. 

We need to get rid of this gov-
ernment of the rich for the rich and 
stop its assault on the poor. 

On other pages...
How does struggle grow? >> 
Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
The Tory plan to slash tax 
credits will hit the poorest
lCurrently a household earning 
up to £6,420 a year receives the 
full amount of credits they are 
allowed to claim
lThe Tories want to cut this 
threshold to just £3,850 a year
lThe cut is estimated to snatch 
£1,300 a year from up to three 
million people
lThe Lords have forced the cuts 
to be delayed. But chancellor 
George Osborne will press ahead

THE HOUSE of Lords was the scene for a Tory defeat on tax credits—now we need to scrap it altogether 

 Hundreds meet to launch Momentum  
 and debate what the movement is for
by NICK CLARK

MOMENTUM, THE new 
organisation launched by Jeremy 
Corbyn supporters, held its first 
meetings last week.

Some 350 people attended the 
launch of Momentum East End in 
London last Saturday. Around 40 
met in Edinburgh earlier in the 
week and 19 in Portsmouth.

Guardian newspaper columnist 
Owen Jones told the London 
event that Momentum was about 
building “the biggest progressive 
political movement this country 
has seen for a generation.”

Other speakers reflected a range 
of ideas about Momentum.

Momentum activists held a “day 
of action” on Saturday under the 
banner of Democracy SOS to sign 
people up to the electoral register.

Teacher Imad Ahmed said 
Momentum East End would 
organise “a series of lectures, 
seminars, debates, workshops”. 

Other speakers focused more on 
organising protests and action. 

Andy Greene from disabled 
rights group Dpac said,“We need 
to present the kind of united front 
that is all about action. It’s not 

about rhetoric. It’s about things 
that are tangible.”

Pablo was in the audience in 
London. He told Socialist Worker, 
“Momentum should be a political 
movement, but also help people in 
their day to day lives—food banks, 
this kind of stuff.

“This can attract people who 
never saw themselves as Labour 
Party supporters.”

Rabia said, “I’m in Labour, but 
this means more people can be 
involved in politics. The Labour 
Party just campaigns around 
elections. This is more about giving 
people autonomy and control.

“You don’t get that in the Labour 
Party because it’s too hierarchical. 
This is giving people the chance 
to change things and make a 
difference.”

Shadow chancellor John 

McDonnell told Socialist Worker, 
“This is opening it out.

“You get more with people 
coming together to transform 
their communities and transform 
society. 

“We’re building a mass 
movement—it’s a Labour-inspired 
mass movement.”

Speakers were clear that 
building the movement was also 
about helping Labour to win 
elections and defending Corbyn 
from the right.

In a video address to the 
meeting former Labour London 
mayor Ken Livingstone said, “It’s 
not just enough to have supported 
Jeremy and voted for him. 

“We’ve got to build a 
machine that can elect a Labour 
government led by Jeremy Corbyn 
that will change Britain for the 
better.”

And McDonnell said, “The 
whole process of Jeremy’s 
campaign was about building 
the momentum that will then 
launch a social movement that 
will ensure not just that we win 
elections and that we sustain a 
Labour government—socialist 
government—but also that we 
transform society at every level.”

FOCUS ON 
LABOUR
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STRIKING PUBLIC sector workers march through Athens earlier this year Picture: Workers solidarity

Portuguese left pledges 
to topple government
PORTUGAL’S PRESIDENT Anibal 
Cavaco Silva appointed right 
wing incumbent Pedro Passos 
Coelho as prime minister of a 
new minority government on 
Friday of last week.

Silva rejected calls from 
Labour-type Socialist Party 
leader Antonio Costa to let him 
form a government supported 
by other left parties.

But Costa vowed to bring the 
new government down with a 
vote of no confidence.

Passos Coelho’s centre right 
coalition got more votes than 
any other party in the election 
on 4 October. 

But it lost its parliamentary 
majority, with the Socialist 
Party, Communist Party and 
Left Bloc holding 122 out of 
230 seats.

The relatively new Left Bloc 
was the election’s biggest 
winner. 

It doubled its representation 
in parliament and overtook the 
Communist Party.

Its more radical positions 
have won support by appealing 
to social movements and anger 

against austerity. 
But its leader Catarina 

Martins has agreed to support a 
Socialist Party led government. 

Left Bloc insisted that wage 
and pension cuts must be 
reversed. But supporting the 
Socailist Party will involve 
voting for its austerity budget. 

Martins argued that the 
lesson of Syriza’s failure 
in Greece was not to be 
“overconfident”.
Dave Sewell

 Strikes return to Greece  
 ahead of pensions fight
by PANOS  GARGANAS in Athens

WALKOUTS BY dockers last 
week were the beginning of a 
new wave of strikes in Greece.

Workers in the biggest ports, 
Piraeus and Thessalonica, held a 
stoppage on Wednesday of last 
week and a 24-hour strike on 
Thursday against privatisation. 

A contingent from Thessalonica 
travelled down and joined the 
Piraeus strikers in a protest outside 
the ministry responsible.

This puts a lot of economic pres-
sure on the government. 

Piraeus in particular is the main 
port for ships from China bringing 
containers to eastern Europe.

But even more important is the 
political pressure against a gov-
ernment in a hurry to implement 
the austerity deal that came with 
Greece’s third bailout.

It has now unveiled plans for 
reforming the pensions system in 
Greece that would be absolutely 
devastating. 

If the plan goes through, pen-
sions could be cut by 20 or even  
40 percent.

This has provoked the unions 
into calling a general strike for  
12 November. 

Significantly, this includes the 
larger private sector union feder-
ation, GSEE, as well as the public 
sector ADEDY. 

Inactive
GSEE has been inactive for a year, 
but the attack on pensions is unjus-
tifiable even for it.

The general strike can be a turn-
ing point, and it isn’t the only action 
taking place.

French president Francois 
Hollande’s state visit to Greece on 
Friday of last week got no cover-
age because journalists across the 
TV and radio sectors were on strike.

A reform on media control and 
ownership has triggered an attack 
on their working conditions. 

Many media workers fear redun-
dancies after one of the main pri-
vate TV stations tried to lay off 
technicians in the summer. 

Those jobs were only saved by 
strikes.

Seafarers were set to strike for 
48 hours on Monday and Tuesday 
of next week over issues includ-
ing pensions, unpaid wages, and 
understaffing.

Council workers aim to occupy 
town halls across Greece on the 
Wednesday. 

Understaffing means local 
authorities’ services can’t cope, 
leading some to be privatised.

In schools the lack of staff is so 
severe some children aren’t even 
able to attend. 

Schools for disabled children are 
worst hit.

Teachers and parents have pro-
tested outside many schools. 

But the teachers’ union is hold-
ing back calls for action. 

This is because its leadership 
is closely tied to Syriza, the left 
wing party that leads Greece’s 
government.

The opposite is happening with 
health workers. 

They are set to follow the gen-
eral strike with a nationwide hos-
pital strike.

U-turn
After Syriza made a U-turn, and 
began implementing auster-
ity instead of opposing it, many 
commentators suggested workers 
would be disappointed. 

Instead workers have responded 
with anger and a willingness to 
fight.

Workers in Greece have turned 
to the left. They have voted for the 
left three times this year.

T h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n , 
International Monetary Fund and 
the Greek bosses pressured the left 
government to forget its promises. 

But voting isn’t the only thing 
workers can do.

Now they are turning to another, 
more powerful weapon—the 
weapon of the strike.

On other pages...
Why did Liberals win the election 
in Canada?>>Page 15

ROUND UP
Bigots come out 
on top in Poland
THE RIGHT wing populist Law 
and Justice Party scored a 
victory in the Polish general 
election last Sunday.

They won 39.9 percent of 
the vote against the incumbent 
neoliberal Civic Forum.

Law and Justice’s support 
is based on nationalism and 
religious bigotry against women 
and LGBT people. 

It attacked the European 
Union’s neoliberalism and 
blamed it for the refugee 
crisis and undermining “family 
values”. The left, including the 
social democrats, failed to win a 
single seat.

A close run in 
Argentinian vote
RIGHT WINGER Mauricio 
Macri forced president Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner’s 
successor Daniel Scioli to a  
run-off in last Sunday’s election 
in Argentina. Scioli, who is on 
the right of the Justicialist Party, 
won 38 percent of the vote. 

Macri won 30 percent. 
The result is a severe blow to 

Fernandez’s centre left party.
It has faced attacks from 

the right wing and workers’ 
resistance to its cuts.

Nicolas del Caño of the far 
left Workers’ Left Front came 
fifth with 3.3 percent of the vote.

Deal pins blame 
on Palestinians
ISRAEL AND Jordan are to 
install cameras around the  
Al Aqsa Mosque in East 
Jerusalem to stop an upsurge of 
Palestinian resistance (see page 
17).

Israeli prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu said this 
would prove Israel does not 
intend to change the status 
quo at the compound, which is 
administered by Jordan.

Protests spread across 
Palestine after right wing Israeli 
activists tried to force their 
way inside the compound last 
month. Netanyahu intends 
to use the cameras to blame 
Palestinians for the violence.

Antonio Costa

Daniel Scioli
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Brutality is a 
wake up call
WE ARE living in exciting 
times. In many ways it is 
great that the Tories are 
becoming more vicious.

The more people who 
are affected by what 
they represent, the more 
we will have people on 
our side. Their brutality 
therefore makes us 
stronger—that’s how we 
should look at it.

Always be grateful 
for a wake up call. We 
are bigger than they will 
ever be.

Alan Cresswell-Laing
Manchester

Justice for 
Saro-Wiwa
IT IS 20 years since 
the executions of writer 
and campaigner Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight 
Ogoni colleagues by 
the Nigerian military 
government. 

They were murdered 
for their successful 
protest against Shell’s 
destruction of the Niger 
Delta environment.

On 10 November 
we have two events to 
commemorate this day 
and to take action.

Sue, Jane and David
Platform London

More info bit.ly/1jCVPbQ

Cowardly TUC 
should fight
THIS TUC cowardice is 
not unusual. All these 
so called leaders are 
interested in is their own 
knighthoods. 

They will get rewarded 
for their betrayal by this 
corrupt medieval system.

Eric Purvis
on Facebook

Men fought 
for vote too
I’VE SEEN the film 
Suffragette and enjoyed 
Judith Orr’s article on 
the fight for women’s 
suffrage (Socialist 
Worker, 17 October). 

Men also played a 
role. 

At the 1906 Labour 
Party conference a 
debate on female 
suffrage was led by 
Ben Turner from Batley, 
West Yorkshire. He was 
also general secretary 
of the National Union of 
Weavers.

Turner spoke on a 
bill that would have 
enfranchised nine tenths 
of working class women 
but it was defeated.

John Appleyard
Liversedge, West Yorkshire

Just a 
thought...

Protesting in Rhodes 

South African students are radicalising
STUDENTS AT Wits 
University in Johannes-
burg, South Africa, rose 
against a proposed  
10.5 percent tuition fee 
rise last week. 

They were quickly 
followed by fellow 
students from Durban to 
Cape Town.

I visited Wits University  
last week on the day 
students in Cape Town 
stormed the parliament 
building.

The level of 
organisation of the 
students was admirable. 

A large banner 
proclaimed that the 

Senate House itself had 
been taken over by the 
students. It was renamed 
Solomon Mahlangu 
House, in remembrance 
of a freedom fighter 
hanged by the apartheid 
regime in 1979. 

It was obvious as we 
stood in the hall that the 
lives and aspirations and 
hopes of the students 
themselves were on the 
firing line, like their hero 
Solomon Mahlangu. 

The students’ slogans 
have quickly radicalised 
from #FeesMustFall to 
#ZumaMustFall. 

The world needs more 
young men and women of 
character like the 
students who continue to 
stand up for what they 
believe. 

Aluta Continua.
Tinashe Chisaira
Harare, Zimbabwe

IDS is real 
monster
THE DEPARTMENT for 
Work and Pensions (DWP) 
has a new £8.5 million 
workplace pensions 
campaign led by a com-
puter generated monster 
called Workie.

Disabled people know 
who the real monster is—
Tory minister Iain Duncan 
Smith (IDS), the butcher of 
social security benefits.

Workie is an appalling 
waste of public money.

In one year that same 
sum could give 18,813 
people relief from the 
bedroom tax or fund  
443 disabled people to live 
independently.

Some 18,000 disabled 
people were in receipt of 
Independent Living Fund 
(ILF) support and living full 
lives until it was closed on 
30 June. Many feel 
imprisoned at home unable 
to take part in society. 

Plans to slash another  
40 percent off the DWP 
budget will mean more pain. 

Paula Peters
South London

Alternative 
to closures
HOW RIDICULOUS that 
anyone could possibly 
suggest spending a single 
penny on subsidising 
cheaper, renewable 
energy to preserve the 
livelihoods of thousands 
of steelworkers.

But spending billions to 
guarantee decades of 
overpriced fuel and super 
profits to a dying nuclear 
power industry—that’s a 
different ideological 
matter altogether!

John Murphy-Blackburn
Salford

Traditions of struggle 
can help us win today 
GERRY MOONEY (Socialist 
Worker, 24 October) was 
right to argue that the 1915 
Glasgow Rent Strike has 
shaped struggles since.

At the height of the 
strike up to 95 percent of 
rents weren’t being paid. 
Figures such as Mary 
Barbour helped build a 
united front backed by the 
unions of Red Clydeside.

I was proud to be part of 
a 21st century version of 
Mrs Barbour’s anti-eviction 
army, against the bedroom 
tax in Scotland. Like 1915 
it was a movement 

dominated by working class 
women. 

We pledged to form a 
human wall to protect the 
vulnerable should the 
sheriff officers be silly 
enough to attempt 
evictions. Spineless 
politicians were forced to 
act because we wouldn’t 
wait until the next election 
for something to change.

These traditions of 
working class struggle are 
important to remember 
because we can get results.

Marion Nisbet
Glasgow

Aid for refugees is essential 
but so is political campaign
LAST SATURDAY 18 social work 
students from Liverpool Hope 
University joined the Social Work 
Action Network convoy to Calais. 

Social workers from across 
Britain made their way to Calais, 
despite attempts by the police and 
the border agency to disrupt the 
trip. 

The convoy joined the Stand Up 
to Racism protest at the “jungle” 
refugee camp and at Calais port. 

The students in Liverpool had 
worked tirelessly over the previous 
four weeks to raise money and 
material aid to take to Calais and 
to send to Samos in Greece. 

On Friday of last week eight 
tonnes of material aid was sent in 
a container to Samos. 

Later that night three vans set 
off for Calais. 

The students were clear—this 
was not about charity, it was 
political solidarity. 

Providing material aid that 
allows the refugees to live is 
essential. But it has to be tied to a 
political campaign to demand that 
the refugees are welcome in 
Britain. 

That’s why last week’s 
combination of material and 
financial support with political 
protest was so vital. 

On our return to Liverpool this 
week we have met and discussed 
how to take the campaign forward. 

People have been deeply 
affected by their experience in 

France and are both angry and 
motivated to keep on keeping on. 

Some of the students will be 
going back to Calais as part of any 
future Stand Up to Racism 
protests. 

Others are going to Greece in 
May, as activist social work 
students, to work alongside and 
support campaigning networks of 
refugees. 

All of us are involving ourselves 
in local meetings, demonstrations 
and campaigns against racism and 
for refugee rights. 

The message home last week 
was loud and clear—refugees are 
welcome here. 

Michael Lavalette
Social Work Action Network
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The fight last time 
IN 1980 steel bosses announced 
a series of closures and job cuts 
to gut the industry. It was the 
newly elected Tory government’s 
first major confrontation with 
organised workers.

Bosses at the publicly-owned 
British Steel announced plans to 
cut half the workforce—75,000 
jobs. There were many striking 
similarities to today. 

Bosses insisted that a “crisis” 
meant workers and their families 
had to pay. 

It was not that what was being 
produced could not be used, it 
was that bosses couldn’t get the 
price they wanted for it.

The Tories were also preparing 
for a confrontation with workers 
and were driving new anti-union 
laws through parliament.

Inaction from union leaders to 
the first closure announcements 
only emboldened the bosses 
to go for more. But people got 
organised on the ground against 
individual closures. 

The main steel union, the Iron 
and Steel Trades Confederation 
(ISTC), had no tradition of 
struggle. Its leader Bill Sirs 
was one of the most right wing 
around at the time.

Partnership
Then as now steel union leaders 
had prided themselves on 
partnership working with the 
employers. But as Socialist 
Worker put it at the time, “If you 
lick management’s boots it puts 
you in a perfect position for a 
kick in the teeth.” 

The rhetoric of some of the 
union leaders finds echoes today 
too. Sirs once told workers that 
he was prepared to go to jail in 
defiance of the new laws. The 
next day he made it clear that he 
would work within the law.

Yet the strike that began on  
2 January lasted for 13 weeks. It 
was the first national steel strike 
since 1926. Nobody expected 
workers to respond to the call in 
the way that they did.

And it started from small 
beginnings in places such as  
Corby, in Northamptonshire. 

The Corby Action Committee, 
set up by trade unionists, called 
a march to save jobs.

Some 6,000 steel workers 

marched from the works to the 
town centre where they were 
joined by another 6,000 people 
from the town. Whole families 
came out to give their support.

On 1 November the TUC met 
with British Steel to decide on the 
fate of the Corby plant. The same 
day, 20,000 marched from the 
steel works, factories, shops and 
schools—boosted by coach loads 
of workers from across Britain.

The growing protest built 
pressure on the union leaders. 
The ISTC agreed to a one-day 
strike, a lobby of parliament, 
an overtime ban and selective 
strikes throughout the industry. 

Yet the other unions on the 
TUC Steel Committee refused to 
back even these limited actions. 
Bosses and the Tories sensed 
weakness and upped the ante. 

But the announcement in the 
same week in December 1979 of 
75,000 job losses and a pay offer 
of just 2 percent was too much of 
an insult even for right wingers 
like Bill Sirs. 

The strike was on. And 
the response by rank and file 
members was explosive.

Joint branch committees that 
had been tightly controlled by 
the officials quickly became 
local plant strike committees 
and a focus for rank and file 
organisation.

The enthusiasm for the strike 
took even steel industry militants 
by surprise. As one put it, “What 
has characterised the strike, not 
having any traditions, is pure 
enthusiasm. 

“We’ve been battling away with 
our heads against a brick wall 
for rank and file organisation for 
a long time, and suddenly the 
response from the rank and file is 
unbelievable.”

But it was never matched by 
their leaders. They always sought 
surrender and in the end sold 
workers short, agreeing to a deal 
on pay that meant more job cuts 
and closures.

Yet the 1980 steel strike was 
the most militant and most active 
since the miners took on the 
Tories and beat them in 1972. The 
lesson for today is doing nothing 
is not an option—big things can 
start from small places.
Raymie Kiernan

T
HE TORIES broke 
the steel industry 
up and sold it for 
parts in the 1980s. 
Top capitalists then 
raked in profits 

during the boom. Now work-
ers are being made to pay the 
price.

But manufacturing jobs have 
been in steady decline since the 
end of the First World War.

That’s because market com-
petition leads bosses to slash 
jobs. 

If bosses don’t plough invest-
ment into new technology to get 
ahead of their rivals, their com-
pany will go to the wall. 

But this investment always 
comes at the expense of the 
workforce.

When the Teesside steel 
works in Redcar opened in 1917 
more than 40,000 worked there.

But its success was based 
on always driving through 
“efficiency”.

So the number of people 
working in the steel industry 
there had shrunk to 28,000 
by the 1970s—and by 1999 it 
stood at just 6,000.

This doesn’t mean that Britain 
is producing less steel. Sheffield 
produces more steel today than 
it ever has before.

But with more investment 

MELTED DOWN FOR  PROFIT
in technology, bosses’ profit rates 
start to fall.

While this pressure of com-
petition underlines the loss of  
manufacturing jobs, British bosses’ 
investments lagged behind their 
major rivals. 

Things came to a head after the 
Labour Party was elected in 1964. 

In 1967 Labour nationalised  
the main British steel compa-
nies to form the British Steel 
Corporation. This was part of a 
plan to “rationalise” industry and 
boost productivity.

Many workers welcomed it, 
but Labour’s plan was still based 
on pushing ahead with the bosses’ 
drive for efficiency. 

Its plan floundered as the global 
economy crashed in the 1970s and 
British Steel moved swiftly into the 
red. 

The cost of raw materials was 
going up and orders plummeted 
as manufacturing was also being 
squeezed. So when Margaret 
Thatcher came to office in 1979 
the bosses went on the offensive. 
This has directly shaped today’s 
crisis-ridden steel industry. 

When union busting business-
man Ian McGregor was appointed 
director, British Steel employed 
166,000 workers. 

Within two years there were 
only 71,000 left. The union lead-
ers had helped to sell 80,000 steel 
jobs by calling off the 1980 strike 
(see right).  

Privatise
Thatcher’s aim was to strip the 
business of its unprofitable pro-
ducing parts and privatise the rest. 

British Steel was finally sold off 
in 1988 after a sustained assault. 
But privatisation didn’t “turn 
it around” and the new private 
bosses continued to asset strip the 
industry’s more profitable parts at 
workers’ expense. 

But even this couldn’t shield 
the bosses’ from international 
competition. 

This creates pressure for steel 
companies to cut costs through 
mergers and acquisitions. 

In a bid to cut costs, British Steel 
merged with the Dutch steel giant 
Koninklijke Hoogovens to form the 
Corus Group. 

The two companies boasted that 
the merger would produce “terrific 
cost savings in overhead costs, pur-
chase, logistics and adjusted best 
practices”. 

This included laying off 10,000 
workers. 

But international competition 
and the decline of manufacturing 
fuelled a race to the bottom. 

So bosses reduced steel pro-
duction to three sites and focused 
on manufacturing specialised 
products. 

Corus was the world’s ninth larg-
est producer when it was bought 
out by its larger rival Tata in 2006.

Sackings
The merger inevitably led to more 
sackings. But not even these sort of 
mergers could shield steel from the 
global crash in 2008. 

Tata reduced production across 
its plants, but Teesside was hard-
est hit. In 2009 it lost a major  
contract and “mothballed” the 
steel works with the loss of 1,700 
jobs and thousands more in the 
supply chain. 

It was sold off to SSI and reo-
pened in 2012—only to go into 
liquidation without a buyer last 
month. 

The British steel industry is 
being ground between two pres-
sures. It can’t compete with its 
rivals in Brazil, India and China in 
producing steel. 

The global slowdown also 
means companies aren’t buying up 
steel and Labour’s proposed import 
controls are no solution.

Now even the specialist manu-
facturers such as Caparo are being 
forced out by the slowdown in 
manufacturing. 

For the last 30 years steel has 
been hit by a crisis of profitability. 
But this doesn’t mean that workers 
have to keep paying the price. 

This crisis pits steel workers 
against the whole logic of the 
market—but this small group has 
immense power. 

To keep steel jobs we need a 
determined fight from the union 
leaders. 

But we also need to point to the 
alternative based on producing for 
social need—not asset stripping for 
the bosses’ greed.

Getting away 
with the loot
CAPARO’S global reach 
grew through “aggressive 
acquisition”—or asset 

stripping 
companies.

Here 
David 
Patrick 
Dancaster, 
now a top 
Caparo 
director, 
came 
into his 

own. He is also partner of 
Core Capital, a private equity 
investment firm that specialises 
in helping smaller firms. 

Angad Paul, Lord Paul’s 
brother, is a Core Capital 
partner. 

Meanwhile, Dancaster has 
remained a director of Caparo’s 
profitable Indian operations.

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) are liquidating the 
Caparo Industries.

As it happens, Dancaster 
worked as an accountant for 
PwC between 1980 and 1985.

PwC boasts that it has the 
“largest corporate insolvency 
practice”.

Administrators aim to make 
firms solvent again so they help 

shareholders “recover” as much 
value as they can.

The company’s assets can be 
broken up and sold on—but it’s 
workers who are made to pay.  

PwC’s past jobs include UK 
Coal, the privatised successor of 
the National Coal Board (NCB).

But it knows how to help its 
banker friends.

In 2007, PwC helped 
Northern Rock sell its mortgage 
assets while acting as its 
auditor. 

Then in 2009 it was fined 
£1.4 million for falsely 
reporting to the Financial 
Services Authority that JP 
Morgan Securities held client 
funds separate to bank funds. 

It hadn’t bothered to check. 

Peerage 
for job cuts
THE BANKRUPT Caparo 
Industries plc was set up by 
Labour peer Lord Paul in 1968.

Lord Paul donated £500,000 
to Gordon Brown’s Labour 
Party. 

He didn’t pay any tax and 
only gave up his “non-dom” 
status to keep his political 
influence—and expenses—in 
the House of Lords. 

His family is worth  
£2 billion, and runs the 
business like a family empire. 

His grandson Akhil Paul was 
a rising star in Caparo, gaining 
his first board appointment  
at 24. 

The writing was already on 
the wall for Caparo Industries’ 

16 companies when Akhil was 
appointed director of 14 of 
them. 

His appointment for all of 
them was terminated on  
23 September 2015. 

But despite impending 
liquidation, he could still 
afford a lavish lifestyle. 

The month after his 
appointment he was married 
in Hungary in a “Grand 
Budapest Hotel”-themed 
wedding. 

Lord Paul took the 
opportunity to talk with 
Hungarian ministers from the 
right wing racist Fidesz party 
about plans to expand his 
empire.

The family own a dozen flats 
in the plush Portland Place, 
each worth nearly  
£1 million. That’s on top of 
the 250-acre country estate in 
Buckinghamshire. 

Cashing in 
on the crisis
TOP capitalists have asset 
stripped the industry since 
British Steel was privatised 
in 1988—now they’re 
cashing in on bankruptcy. 

Through their connections 
with politicians and the banking 
industry, the bosses raked in 
profits during the good times.

They could see the crash 
coming for the last year.

But they still raked in profits  
while they could and then  

jumped ship. 
When Tata Steel bought out 

the Corus Group it claimed 
there would be no job cuts or 
less production in Britain. 

Tata has been reducing 
capacity and slashing 

jobs ever since. 
Tata is a global empire—steel is 

only one unprofitable part of that. 
It encompasses everything 

from chemical companies 
to Tetley’s Tea. 

This allows it to always keep 
the profits flowing into its coffers. 

In 2015 the Tata Group’s 
top bosses awarded themselves 
up to 22 percent pay hikes. 

Tor Farquhar is Tata Steel UK’s 
executive director for human 
resources—that’s the 
workforce. 

He’s had the job since  
2012—it’s since then 
that Tata began slashing 
jobs across its plants.  

Rallying for jobs in Corby in  1980 Picture: John Sturrock

British Steel workers in the 1960s

David Dancaster—still has a job

Tor Farquhar—still has a job

Motherwell steel workers

As thousands of steel workers face the sack,  
Tomáš Tengely-Evans argues that we should blame  
the real culprits and fight back



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5656 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7819 1172
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
Why are there so few strikes?
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
SHEFFIELD
Austerity, war and 
racism—resistance and 
the case for revolution
Wed 4 Nov, 7pm,
Central United Reform Church, 
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 5 Nov, 6pm,
Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB10 1JS
BRADFORD
Prevent—criminalising 
Muslims
Wed 4 Nov, 7pm,
Equity Centre,
Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU
BRIGHTON
China—the rise of 
a superpower?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: NORTH
Marxism and mental health
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Canteen, 5th Floor, 
Hamilton House, 
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
BRISTOL: SOUTH
What are the roots 
of terrorism?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
YHA, Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
Crisis in Syria—how 
can it be solved?
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St, CB1 1DG
CARDIFF
Capitalism, nature and 
the environment
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
Human nature—are we 
too selfish for socialism?
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
How do we fight 
Islamophobia today?
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (enter 
via Café Browser), 
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL
COLCHESTER
Fortress Europe—the 
war against migrants 
and refugees
Tue 3 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
DONCASTER
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre, 
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
Trident—what do 
socialists say?
Wed 11 Nov, 8pm,
The What Centre, 
23 Coventry St, Stourbridge 
(Town Centre), DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
How we beat the anti-
union laws in the past—
how we can do it today
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL 
EXETER
Why we need system change 
to stop climate change
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: NORTH
One year on from the 
independence referendum: 
is it time for another one?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.15pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe (near St 
George’s Cross Underground),
86 Maryhill Rd, G20 7QB
HUDDERSFIELD
Russia, Isis and the 
Arab revolution
Wed 4 Nov, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House, 
2 New North Parade 
(near train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
KIRKCALDY
Climate change—how 
do we stop capitalism 
destroying the planet?
Mon 2 Nov, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s Pub,
297 High St, KY1 1JL
LANCASTER
Alienation—tell me why 
I don’t like Mondays
Thu 5 Nov, 7.15pm,
Friends Meeting House
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEICESTER
Crisis in Syria—how 
can it be solved?
Wed 4 Nov, 7pm,
Leicester Adult 
Education College,
2 Wellington St (Belvoir 
St entrance), LE1 6HL
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
Rock against Racism—when 
music helped fight fascism
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the station), W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Is the media all powerful?
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd, (facing 
Windrush Square), SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
Cuts and ideology—the 
Tory attack on education
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT
LONDON: EALING
The 1917 Russian 
Revolution—lessons 
for today
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, Acton, W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
Can Corbynomics work?
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Marxism and women’s 
liberation
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station, 
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Education and 
Islamophobia—how do we 
stop the Prevent strategy?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd, 
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Fortress Europe—the 
war on migrants
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
Camberwell Leisure Centre, 
Room 2, Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE5 8TS 
LONDON: TOTTENHAM
The Black Panthers—
vanguard of the revolution
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd, 
N17 9JB

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Can change come 
through parliament?
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Climate change—how 
do we stop capitalism 
destroying the planet?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
The Prevent strategy—
institutional Islamophobia
Thu 5 Nov, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
75 years since his 
murder—Trotsky and 
Trotskyism today
Wed 4 Nov, 7pm,
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 
Barlow Moor Rd, 
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
In or out? How should 
socialists vote in the 
EU referendum?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Food Factory, 
884 Stockport Rd, 
Levenshulme, M19 3BN
MEDWAY
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Nucleus Arts Centre, 
Conference Room,
272 High St, Chatham, 
ME4 4BP
NORTHAMPTON
Climate change—how 
can we stop capitalism 
destroying the planet?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Lab, 95-97 Charles St, 
NN1 3BG
NORWICH
What is the Labour Party?
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Black lives matter—
race, class and revolt
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd), 
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
How do we fight for 
women’s liberation today?
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
Quaker House, 
74 Mutley Plain, 
PL4 6LF

POOLE
Russia, Isis and the 
Arab revolution
Mon 16 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Blue Boar pub (near 
multi storey car park),
29 Market Close, 
BH15 1NE
SOUTHAMPTON
Why we sell Socialist 
Worker—the role of the 
revolutionary paper
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, 
SO15 2GY
TELFORD
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Thu 26 Nov, 7.30pm,
Oddfellows Arms, 
65 High St, 
Wellington, 
TF1 1JT
WIGAN
State capitalism—were 
Russia and Eastern 
Europe ever socialist?
Wed 4 Nov, 7pm,
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
YORK
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, 
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Disability rights and the 
struggle for equality
Sat 7 Nov, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite 
County Hall),
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists. 
dorsetsocialists.org.uk
SCOTLAND
Marxism in Scotland
A day of political debate, 
analysis and discussion.
Sat 31 Oct, 10am to 5pm,
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St,
Glasgow, 
G2 4JP.
£10 waged/£5 student/£3 
unwaged/free for refugees 
and asylum seekers.
Book at swp.org.uk/event/
marxism-scotland

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B1 1EQ

HARLOW
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys, 
CM18 6BX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 5 Nov, 7pm,
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, 
PO5 4EY
 

SWANSEA
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP

WOLVERHAMPTON 
/ WALSALL
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Irish Mbassy,
Lichfield St, 
Wolverhampton,
WV1 1EQ

How can Palestine 
be free?

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£13.99£9.99 £7.99 £9.99 £3
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EVENT 
NATALIE MERCHANT 
ON TOUR
Royal Albert Hall,  
London SW7 2AP. 
16 March 
The Bridgewater Hall 
Manchester M2 3WS.  
23 March 
Tickets from £38 
nataliemerchant.com

US FOLK musician Natalie 
Merchant’s tour will come 
after the much anticipated 
release of her new album 
Paradise Is There: the New 
Tigerlily Recordings.

Merchant’s music tries to 
shine a light on injustice and 
oppression in our society—
from fracking to domestic 
violence. 

Her 2003 album The 
House Carpenter’s Daughter 

includes a haunting rendition 
of Which Side Are You On, 
about the Harlan County War 
between miners and bosses.

The new album revists 
Tigerlily, Merchant’s first 
solo album after quitting the 
alternative rock band 1,000 
Maniacs in 1995. 

Tracks such as San 
Andreas Fault and Jealousy 
made her mark. The new 
album aims to be a fresh 
take—not just a rerelease.

Tickets for the tour are 
already going fast.

 The Last Kingdom will leave  
 you bored between battles 
The BBC’s answer to Game of Thrones plays to English nationalism in a time 
before there was an England. The result is unimpressive, says Robbie Shaw  
AN UNDERCURRENT of English  
nationalism runs through much 
of Bernard Cornwell’s novels—
and BBC Two’s TV adaptation of 
his book The Last Kingdom is no 
different. 

The year is 866 AD and England 
is under siege from Viking invasion. 
Northumbria’s three kings march 
their armies to battle the Danes and 
are slaughtered.  

The gory death of Uhtred (Matthew 
Macfadyen), the most warlike king, 
leaves his child a Viking slave—and 
the show’s leading man. 

The young Anglo-Saxon nobleman 
Uhtred junior (Alexander Dreymon) 
takes a liking to his new owners even 
as they torture and execute his coun-
tryfolk. And—flashing forward to a 
dashing adolescence—he loves his 
owner like a father.

But his new Viking home is 
destroyed and his adoptive father 
murdered by his uncle, a ruler in 
cahoots with a rival band of Vikings. 

Uhtred and his girlfriend Brida 
(Emily Cox) go rogue. Their alle-
giances to both the Anglo-Saxons and 
Danes are gone and they search for 
a “new Lord to service”. He is deter-
mined to overthrow his uncle and get 
his inheritance.

Besieged 
There was no such thing as “England” 
in 866. But this drama still plays to 
the idea of Anglo-Saxons defend-
ing a “green England” besieged by 
foreigners. 

Despite marrying the narrative of 
Hamlet and Game of Thrones style 
costumes, The Last Kingdom isn’t 
unique enough to stand out. 

The plot is led by events, lurching 
from one hostile takeover to another. 

These are fun and might keep 
you watching. But the lack of inter-
esting character development will 
sometimes leave you bored between 
beheadings.

Uhtred’s identity crisis misses 
the mark and skips over any grief. 
Without much to work with, Dreymon 
fails to create a particularly interest-
ing character.

The Last Kingdom also falls way 
short of passing the “Bechdel test”. 
That is having at least two women 
who talk about something other than 
a man. While Brida’s language is pur-
posefully brash, she just seems to 
follow Uhtred around.

This reactionary allegory is well 
conceived—but badly done. If you 
like power struggles and violence it’s 
worth a watch—but you might well 
find yourself looking at your phone in 
between battles.
The Last Kingdom 
BBC Two, 9pm, Thursdays 

Music’s joyous revolt against racism
EXHIBITION
SYD SHELTON: ROCK AGAINST 
RACISM
Autograph ABP. 
Rivington Place,  
London EC2A 3BA. 
Free admission 
Until 5 December  
autograph-abp.co.uk

THIS EXHIBITION of Syd 
Shelton’s photographs of Rock 
Against Racism (RAR) is a 
wonderful glimpse into the 
young faces and places of that 
time.

RAR was set up in 1976 in 
response to rising racism and the 
Nazi National Front. 

Guitarist Eric Clapton had 
proclaimed his support for the 
racist Tory MP Enoch Powell at a 
Birmingham concert. 

The following week, he told 
Melody Maker magazine that 
Powell was “the only bloke who 
was telling the truth for the good 

of the country.”
David Bowie and other 

musicians were also flirting with 
fascism. 

Bowie retracted under 
pressure, but Clapton never 
recanted. 

This came at a time when the 
Nazi National Front (NF) was 
attacking black and LGBT people 
in public and infiltrating schools 
and football grounds. The NF 
was also coming third in some 
local council elections.

Spontaneous 
In response, a spontaneous 
protest letter appeared in 
Socialist Worker and the three 
weekly music newspapers. 

It concluded, “We want 
to organise a rank and file 
movement against the racist 
poison in music. 

“We urge support for Rock 
Against Racism.”

Over 140 letters arrived within 
a week—RAR was in business.

The iconic RAR badge was 
designed and a ground-breaking 
fanzine, Temporary Hoarding, 
was produced. 

Shelton’s shots bring out how 
RAR welded emergent black and 
white music in a joyous rejection 
of bigotry. 

The photographs from Belfast 
and Leeds are perhaps most 
fascinating. But my favourite is 
a group shot of a great reggae 
band Matumbi.

RAR grew alongside the  
Anti-Nazi League’s mobilisations 
against the NF in Wood Green 
and Lewisham in London and 
elsewhere in 1977. 

The two combined to pull off 
the glorious 100,000-march from 
Trafalgar Square to a carnival 
in Victoria Park, east London in 
May 1978. 

Shelton’s photographs 
brilliantly capture this moment. 

RAR went on set a template 
for many subsequent projects. 
Nick Grant 

FANS OF The Specials at a Rock Against Racism concert  Picture: Syd Shelton

Photography

Natalie Merchant 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Great reads at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Judith Orr 

2  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Lenin 
Ian Birchall 

3  On Palestine
Noam Chomsky and 
Ilan Pappe

4 Clara Zetkin: Letters 
and Writings
Clara Zetkin 

5 Don’t Mention the 
Children
Michael Rosen 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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W   
E urgently 
n e e d  a 
m u c h  
b i g g e r  
fightback 
t o  s t o p 

the bosses’ and the Tories’ 
assault on working class 
people. 

The savage job cuts in 
steel are only the latest 
example of what is at stake 
if they get their way. 

But too often attacks go 
through without a fight. How 
can this be turned around?

Some people agree in the 
abstract that workers could 
fight. But they argue workers 
won’t fight in reality because 
they lack confidence.

It’s true that there is a rela-
tive lack of confidence among 
workers in Britain. But this 
isn’t fixed—and it doesn’t 
make struggle impossible.

Struggle doesn’t simply 
come about when workers 
become confident enough to 
resist. 

The system pushes workers 
to fight back. 

And workers gain confi-
dence through struggle.

Under capitalism compet-
ing bosses have to constantly 
try and squeeze more out of 
workers for less. These attacks 
mean struggles break out even 
if workers don’t set out with the 
intention of fighting.

T h i s  c a n  h a p p e n 
unexpectedly.

In March 2009 car compo-
nents firm Visteon, a subsidiary 
of multinational Ford, sacked 
600 workers with six minutes’ 
notice. 

In Enfield, north London, 
bosses told stunned workers 
to return the next morning to 
clear their lockers. They were to 
get no redundancy pay.

Occupied
Workers returned and occupied 
the plant, having got the idea 
from workers in Belfast who 
had done the same thing. They 
stressed that this wasn’t a “mili-
tant” workplace with a history 
of struggle. 

Many had never been on 
strike before. And in this case 
union organisation wasn’t key. 
The union didn’t call on work-
ers to act—events pushed them 
to.

Of course Visteon is the 
exception, not the rule. In 
recent years in Britain it has 
been much more likely for cuts 
and closures to go through with-
out a fightback. Occupations 
are very rare.

Capitalism generates strug-
gle. But it isn’t enough to simply 
sit back and wait for it. Other 
pressures discourage a fight.

Workers are the most power-
ful group in capitalist societies. 
They keep the system going—
and can bring it to a halt. 

They have the economic 
strength and numbers to get 
rid of the bosses and create a 
new world.

Yet most of the time workers 
feel powerless. They have little 
or no control over production 
and can feel that the bosses call 

all the shots.
They are not encouraged to 

think of themselves as “players” 
in society who can take action 
to win change. Instead they 
are encouraged to know their 
“place” and look to others to act 
on their behalf—such as union 
leaders and the Labour Party.

Workers have contradictory 
experiences under capitalism. 
That means that, across the 
class, ideas are always uneven.

Some people easily accept 
right wing ideas, while others 

are out and out reactionar-
ies. Some are more left wing. 
Most get pulled in different 
directions.

It can seem that there’s a glo-
rious history of working class 
strength in Britain and that 
workers were more combative 
in the past.

But behind every struggle 
are ferocious arguments. There 
are always right wing workers 
pushing for compromise.

For instance, miners who 
struck in 1984-85 are often 

portrayed as a uniquely mili-
tant, strong group of workers. 

T h e  t r u t h  i s  m o r e 
complicated.

There were constant argu-
ments throughout the strike. 
At times it was stronger, and at 
times weaker. At several points 
it seemed defeat was imminent. 

Yet the strike kept going for 
a year.

When workers take effec-
tive action they face a barrage 
of abuse from politicians and 
the press. This, together with 
arguments from more conserv-
ative workers, puts on pres-
sure to retreat. But this can be 
overcome.

Mass meetings and picket 
lines let workers openly discuss 
arguments and give activists a 
chance to argue for a strategy 
that can win. They allow work-
ers to take an active involve-
ment in disputes.

Workers’ confidence grows 
through their self-activity. 
That’s one of the reasons why 
socialists focus on it. It isn’t 
only that the union leaders 
can’t be trusted.

When workers become 
active they begin to realise 
their own power. They begin 
to change themselves, step out 
of their “place” in the world 
and do things they thought 
they never could.

J
ULIET WAS part 
o f  a  s t r i k e  a t 
Lambeth College 
in south London 
that won a victory 
in January. “I have 

changed because of it,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “I was 
nervous speaking at union 
meetings at first. By the end I 
really enjoyed it.”

Organised trade unionists 
and socialists can make a big 
difference to whether struggles 
go forward or fail.

In recent years many impor-
tant disputes—such as Lambeth 
College, the National Gallery 
and Edinburgh College—had 
socialists at their heart.

The National Gallery strike 
was partly about defending a 
socialist from victimisation—
PCS union rep Candy Udwin.

Throughout 2011 and into 
2012 rank and file construction 
workers across Britain organ-
ised a campaign to defend their 
contracts. Socialists were key to 
this too.

This is an industry where 
some workers feel very precari-
ous. The nature of the work 
means many are on short term 
contracts. Bosses have used 
blacklisting against workers. 

Yet the construction protests, 
pickets and strikes were some 
of the most militant in recent 
British history.

Solidarity can play a crucial 
role too.

The fight at Visteon could 
have fizzled out. Bosses quickly 
moved to use the law against 
workers, threatening court 
injunctions, fines and so on.

On the day the occupation 
began socialists and others in 
the area spread the word. They 
brought sleeping bags, food and 

HOW DOES 
STRUGGLE 
GROW?
The system pushes workers to fight back and struggles can 
unexpectedly break out—but as Sadie Robinson argues, 
that doesn’t mean we should simply sit back and wait

Workers have 
the economic 
strength and 
numbers to get 
rid of the bosses

‘‘ 
Struggle radicalises

READ MORE
l30 Years On: the Great 
Miners’ Strike 
tinyurl.com/pj8bdo5
 
lThe Fire Last Time:  
1968 and After 
by Chris Harman  
£9.95

lThe Revolutionary Ideas 
of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos 
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

other provisions to support the 
occupiers.

When the bosses’ threats 
came, socialists organised sup-
port and gave advice about how 
to respond. 

Crucially they argued that 
workers should escalate—and 
fight to get Ford workers to take 
action too.

Ford eventually backed 
down and paid out redundancy 
packages.

The experience of the strug-
gle transformed people and 
their confidence.

As occupying worker Phil 
Wilson put it, “When we were 
sacked we had everything 
knocked out of us. But we’re 
more confident now because of 
what we’ve done.

Potential
“This has made people realise 
that they have a lot more poten-
tial than they thought.”

Saying workers won’t fight 
can act as a get-out clause. Unite 
union leader Len McCluskey, 
speaking to the People’s 
Assembly in June 2013, talked 
of the need to “create the right 
climate” before calling action.

But union leaders failing to 
lead encourages pessimism. 
When they call hard-hitting 
action it can inspire workers.

In 2009 Unite held a mass 
meeting of British Airways 
workers  and announced  
12 days of  str ikes over 
Christmas. 

It was met with a thunder-
ous standing ovation. Workers 
understood that such action 
would have a big impact and 
show their power. 

It also indicated that 
union leaders were serious.

A mass strike in Britain 
on 30 November 2011, 
involving 29 unions, was 
the biggest action since 
1926. It boosted work-
ers’ confidence. 

A s  B i r m i n g h a m 
teacher Theresa put it, 
“It’s made people feel 
stronger. They think 
there’s something they 
can do now.”

This isn’t to say that 
workers are always up 
for a fight. And sometimes 
socialists rightly argue 
against action if they judge 
that the balance of forces 
means it won’t win. 

What activists argue for 
always depends on specific 
circumstances.

But there are always people 
who say workers won’t fight 
—and soc ia l i s t s  shou ld 

challenge them.
French intellectual Andre 

Gorz declared in 1968, “In the 
foreseeable future there will be 
no crisis of European capital-
ism so dramatic as to drive the 
mass of workers to revolution-
ary general strikes.”

Revolutionary general strikes 
soon followed.

Gorz returned to the theme 
later with a book entitled 
Farewell to the Working Class. 
It was first published in 1980—
the start of a decade of large-
scale strikes.

Every attack won’t auto-
matically lead to struggle. And 
struggles aren’t guaranteed 
to win. But a system built on 
oppression and exploitation 
will always generate sparks 
of resistance. 

It’s the job of socialists to 
fan the flames.

LIFE INSIDE the 
Visteon occupation 
(top) and miners 
greet the news 
that their union 
has declared a 
national strike 
(above) 
 Pictures: Guy smallman and 

John sturrock

BA cabin crew striker

ALL-OUT STRIKES don’t come out of thin air—marches like this by Lambeth College workers in south London built a mood for more action

EYEWITNESS 
CANADA

Pitch to seem ‘respectable’ 
backfires on leftist NDP

Jesse McLaren and 
Pam Frache argue 
the Tories’ defeat 
will strengthen the 
movement for the 
battles ahead

THE TORIES were booted 
out in Canada last week after 
nearly a decade in office. 

Their federal election 
defeat comes after five years 
of movements from below 
challenging their austerity 
and racism. 

But the Labour-type NDP 
also lost heavily, while Justin 
Trudeau’s Liberals came out 
on top.

This was the NDP’s wasted 
opportunity. It shows what 
can happen to left wing social 
democrats when they turn 
their back on the movement 
to seem “moderate” or 
“respectable”. 

Tory leader Stephen 
Harper managed to mobilise 
his party’s base by ramping 
up racism against Muslims. 

The Tories had already 
pushed through the sinisterly-
named Zero Tolerance for 
Barbaric Cultural Practices 
Act. On the campaign trail 
he claimed that the niqab is 
“rooted in a culture that is 
anti-woman”.

But three million more 
people cast their ballots in 
this election, determined to 
end Harper’s rule. 

People voting for the 
Liberals were rejecting his 
austerity and Islamophobia. 

Resistance to Harper, 
including by organised 
workers, continued 
throughout the campaign.

Mass rallies to welcome 
refugees greeted Harper’s 
attempts to use the crisis 
to drum up support for 
imperialist war. 

In the midst of the 
campaign, public sector 
unions in Quebec launched a 
series of one-day strikes. 

First 37,000 primary and 
secondary school teachers 
struck on 30 September. 

A few days later, the 
unions mobilised 150,000 
onto Montreal’s streets. 

In the last general election 
in 2011, the NDP became the 
second largest party for the 
first time.

Their historic rise came 
off the back of widespread 
disillusionment with the 
Liberals and a growing mood 
of resistance. 

People were inspired by 
the Arab revolutions and the 
occupation of the Wisconsin 
Capitol Building, just south 
of the border, by US workers 
fighting union-busting laws. 

Many hoped the NDP 
would be swept into office for 
the first time. The party was 
ahead in the polls by a wide 
margin, campaigning for a 

$15 an hour minimum wage 
and against new draconian 
terror laws. 

But sensing a big win its 
leader, Tom Mulcair, lurched 
to the right to attract the 
“centre ground”. 

This put him into direct 
conflict with the movement 
the NDP had ridden. 

Particularly damaging 
in Quebec was the NDP’s 
commitment to “zero 
deficits”. In 2011 the NDP 
had won 59 out of 75 seats 
and sustained a high level of 
support. But it lost all but 16.  

Public sector unions in 
Quebec are battling the 
regional government’s own 
“zero deficit” policies. 

The NDP’s policy put it in 
opposition to the 150,000-
strong demonstration. 

The Liberals have 
historically been the Tories’ 
staunchest allies, but the 
NDP’s rightward shift gave 
them an opening. 

Whenever Mulcair lurched 
to the right, the Liberal 
tacked to the left.

Trudeau rejected “zero 
deficits” and even warned 
that the NDP would bring 
austerity.

While Trudeau campaigned 
for real change, the Liberals 
and their corporate backers 
want to carry on the Tories’ 
legacy.

Using left rhetoric on 
austerity, the Liberals have 
still supported Islamophobic 
terror laws. 

But booting out Harper 
will boost the movement’s 
confidence—and strengthen it 
for the battles ahead. 
Jesse and Pam are members 
of the International Socialists

TENS OF thousands of workers marching in Montreal

BACK STORY
The Tories lost to the 
Liberals in Canada’s federal 
elections last week 
lDuring their ten-year rule 
they pushed austerity and 
whipped up racism 
lThe Labour-type NDP was 
expected to win after an 
historic result in 2011
lBut it had lurched 
rightwards to appear 
“moderate”
lThis opened up a space 
for the Liberals, who talked 
left on austerity

As the Labour- 
type NDP 
lurched right, 
the Liberals 
tacked left
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 ‘You can’t make life hell  
 and expect us to comply’   
A spate of stabbings by Palestinians in Israel has led to howls of anger in the 
mainstream media—but this ignores the real violence, reports Nick Clark

 RENEWED resistance to Israel 
has spread across East 

Jerusalem, the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip.

Palestinians are responding to 
occupation and repression. Yet Israeli 
politicians—and much of the media 
in Britain—blame Palestinians for the 
violence.

Socialist Worker instead spoke to 
Palestinians about what’s really going 
on.

For Rabea Eghbariah, a Palestinian 
activist living in the Israeli state, the 
return of resistance was inevitable.

He told Socialist Worker, “What is 
happening now was expected in my 
eyes. It’s been the occupation for so 
long, more than 48 years in the West 
Bank.

“You can’t expect to occupy 
people and discriminate against 
them, deprive them of liberty and 
make their life hell and then expect 
them to comply with your policies 
willingly.”

Israel has used a recent spate 
of stabbing attacks by Palestinians 
against Israelis as a pretext for more 
repression. 

So far ten Israelis have been 
killed by Palestinians. The majority 
of targets have been Israeli soldiers. 
And Israel has killed many more 
Palestinians.

Immoral
Rabea said, “Obviously there will be 
people who will turn to violence. And 
in this sense we should be reminded 
that some types of violence are some-
times immoral. 

“But we should remind ourselves 
that these are not two equal sides. 
The source of the violence is the 
occupation. 

“And the occupation itself is the 
violence.”

Palest inian journal ist  Lara 
Aburamadan agreed. “In the West 
Bank they are fed up with the sol-
diers and the occupation,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“That’s what’s led them to do that 
violence.”

In East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank, decades of occupation and 
violent attacks by soldiers and set-
tlers have led to the latest bout of 
resistance.

In the Gaza Strip, where Lara is 
based, Palestinians have endured 
almost ten years of siege and intense 
assaults by Israel.

“The situation is very tense,” she 
explained. “We are surrounded by 
closures from Israel and Egypt and 
this is really what makes people feel 
more hopeless.”

On top of that, the thousands of 
Palestinian homes destroyed by the 
Israeli assault on Gaza last summer 
have still not been rebuilt. 

Many people face the prospect of a 
second winter without a home. So it’s 
no wonder that some feel desperate. 

Lara said she met a young boy on a 
recent protest at the border between 
Gaza and Israel.

“He said, don’t take a photo of me 
when I get shot,” Lara recalled. “I 
was looking at him like, why are you 
saying that and why are you going 
there?

“He said, I have no hope here in 
Gaza. So it’s the only way I can do 
something. I have nothing to lose.”

On other pages...
Why we should burn all the bosses 
to solve unemployment >>Page 2

 Peace process is a sham
US SECRETARY of state John 
Kerry called on Israel and the 

Palestinian Authority to 
“rekindle” the peace process last 
week.

This peace process has seen 
the Palestinian Authority 
clamp down on resistance 
and open up its economy 
to Western businesses. 

Meanwhile Israel 
has continued to build 
settlements and the vast 
majority of Palestinians 
remain impoverished.

Rabea explained, “The 
Palestinian Authority 
has been negotiating 
for years without any 
results. It’s obvious to 
everyone that for the last 

two decades the negotiations 
haven’t really brought any 
change to the situation.”

Now Lara reports that many 
of the Palestinians taking to the 
streets are acting independently.

She said, “I think in the 
West Bank a lot of the 
youth are not part of any 
political party. The youth 
here in Gaza they feel the 

same. They see that the 
parties are not doing 
anything for Palestine.

“They started to go 
without coordinating, 
without any political 

party or anything. They 
just want to go and show 
solidarity with the West 
Bank and Jerusalem.”

Killing shows Israel’s racism
THE RECENT lynching of an 
Eritrean man in an Israeli 

bus station highlighted the deeply 
racist nature of Israeli society.

Haftom Zarhum was killed when 
an Israeli security guard shot him. 
As he lay dying a gang of people, 
including two soldiers, beat him 
and stamped on his head.

Haftom’s killers said they 
thought he had been involved in 
stabbing an Israeli soldier nearby. 
He hadn’t. But the fact that he was 
black was enough to seal his fate.

Racism is deeply embedded in 
Israeli society. Israeli laws mean 
non-Jewish residents of Israel 
generally do not have the same 
citizenship rights as Jewish Israelis.

This racism is aimed at 
Palestinians. But black and other 
non-white residents suffer from it 
too—even if they’re Jewish.

Israeli soldiers shot and killed 
a Jewish man on Thursday of last 
week because they thought he 
looked Palestinian.

Rabea said, “This is obviously 
racism against Arabs, against 
Palestinians. Whoever is suspected 
of being Palestinian is also being 
targeted.

“Palestinians are afraid to go 
into the streets. There is no need to 
constitute any danger whatsoever 
in order to get suspected. You just 
have to speak Arabic in public 
places.”

An Israeli soldier

PALESTINIANS JOIN the 
funeral of Ahmad Salah in 
Shuafat refugee camp in 
Jerusalem on 10 October 
(above). Israeli forces (left) have 
killed over 50 Palestinians in a 
new wave of repression

Netanyahu has 
fuelled hatred

 FOLLOWING the 
murder of Haftom 

Harhum, Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu (above) 
warned Israelis not to 
“take the law into their 
own hands”.

But Netanyahu has 
whipped up the racism 
that led to Haftom’s 
death. His Likud party 
won the Israeli elections 
last March. 

He mobilised his 
supporters by warning, 
“Arab voters are coming 
out in droves.”

State steps up 
its repression

 ISRAELI forces 
had killed some 50 

Palestinians as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

As many as 876 had 
been detained. 

Israeli forces have 
stepped up demolitions 
of Palestinian homes—a 
collective punishment 
against the families of 
Palestinians who resist. 

An apartheid wall in 
East Jerusalem means it 
is harder for Palestinians 
to move freely.

Egypt floods 
Gaza tunnels

 THE Egyptian 
regime of Abdel 

Fattah el-Sisi (above) 
helps the Gaza blockade.

Gaza’s siege economy 
relies on tunnels 
beneath the border with 
Egypt to smuggle goods 
in and out. 

But last month Egypt 
flooded a number of 
tunnels with sea water.

Socialist Worker  31 October 2015
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IN BRIEF 

Financial Times 
strike index to rise  
NUJ UNION members at 
the Financial Times (FT) 
newspaper have voted 
unanimously to ballot for 
industrial action.

New owner Nikkei wants 
to scrap workers’ final salary 
pensions as part of plans to 
“save” £4 million.

The decision to ballot 
follows a meeting of all staff 
at the FT, which voted to 
support any workers taking 
action.
Nick Clark 

Activists rally 
against developers
AROUND 40 protesters rallied 
outside the Mipim property 
development fair in west 
London on Wednesday of last 
week.

The fair is a chance for 
public officials, housing 
association landlords and 
private officials to cut deals.

Paul Burnham from 
Haringey Defend Council 
Housing told Socialist 
Worker, “The fact that there 
was a session called ‘from 
social housing to super-
prime’ exposes these social 
cleansers for what they are.”

Lively lobby to stop 
library closures 
AROUND 30 people protested 
outside Huddersfield town 
hall on Thursday of last week 
against Kirklees Council’s 
plans to slash library services.

Council bosses want to 
shut two libraries and the 
mobile service. 

They also plan to reduce 
opening hours by 40 percent 
and replace staff with 
volunteers. 

Muslims condemn 
South Yorks Police
A PACKED meeting held 
on Sunday of last week in 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
unanimously agreed 
that the town’s Muslim 
community would withdraw 
all cooperation with South 
Yorkshire Police.

The meeting was called by 
Rotherham Muslim Youth and 
local Muslim people.

Police have arrested a 
number of anti-fascists who 
protested against Britain First 
in September. 

Defend the Right to 
Protest conference
DEFEND THE Right to 
Protest will hold a national 
conference in central London 
on Sunday 15 November. 

It will discuss the fight 
to defend civil liberties, 
undercover policing and 
migrant solidarity. 

Speakers include former 
Guantanamo Bay prisoner 
Moazzam Begg, Janet Alder, 
sister of Christopher Alder 
and lawyer Gareth Peirce.
l11am, Sun 15 November,  
Soas, London WC1H 0XG.  
Book online at  
tinyurl.com/onqe4b3

Anger could explode 
on North Sea oil rigs 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

THE NORTH Sea oil offshore 
industry could soon be hit by 
its first strike since the 1990s. 

Unite union members 
working as caterers have voted 
by 54 percent to strike after 
bosses reneged on a pay deal.

They work for the six 
outsourcers that make up 
the Caterers Offshore Trade 
Association (Cota).  

Unite regional officer John 
Boland said, “The result shows 
that the majority of our Cota 
members are not prepared 
to sit back and let employers 
revoke their pay agreement.”

Bosses are refusing to 
honour the second year of a 
two-year pay deal and have 

reneged on a 1.3 percent rise. 
The result of a strike ballot 

of RMT/OilC union members, 
also working under Cota, 
was set to be announced as 
Socialist Worker went to press.

Workers are furious that 
bosses are pleading poverty 
while they continue to pump 
large profits. 

Drop 
“The 1.3 percent required 
to settle this dispute is a 
mere drop in the ocean for 
companies like Sodexho,” said 
Boland. 

Just two of the six firms, 
outsourcing giants Sodexho 
and Compass, have combined 
profits of over £1.5 billion.

But some bosses are getting 
worried—a caterers’ strike 

could potentially lead to 
shutdowns of rigs. 

And it’s just one of the 
disputes bubbling away 
offshore. Bosses have used the 
slump in oil prices as an excuse 
to attack workers’ terms and 
conditions.

They are imposing new 
work patterns that have 
already seen workers stuck 
offshore for 26 consecutive 
days—despite guarantees of a 
21-day maximum. 

These attacks have led to 
significant deskilling. Many 
workers feel this is driving 
down standards to the point 
where it could lead to disaster.

Workers’ lives are being put 
at risk to line the pockets of 
the oil and gas barons—they 
are right to strike back.

WORKERS RALLY outside the National Assembly of Wales  Picture: Art WAles FAcebook

Workers plough to victory  
TRACTOR manufacturing 
workers in Basildon, Essex, 
have won a better pay deal 
by calling to escalate strikes. 

The Unite union members 
have won 2 percent pay 
increases in 2015 and 2016.

Bosses at New Holland 
Agriculture—a profitable 
subsidiary of car giant Fiat—
initially offered just  
1.8 percent this year and  
1 percent in 2016.

After a series of 24-hour 
strikes, bosses increased this 
to 2 percent for 2015 and  
1.5 percent for 2016. 

But workers voted to 

reject this and called their 
first 36-hour strike.

It was set to start on 
Thursday of last week but 
was called off in response to 
bosses’ new offer.

Workers have also won 
pay increases for “non-
productive” days.

These are when bosses 
send them home on reduced 
wages. 

This was a major source of 
bitterness for many workers.

Their win shows that 
strikes can pay off—and 
so can refusing to accept 
inadequate offers.

MUSEUMS 

RAIL WORKERS 

Major delays on Hitachi line
lTRAIN manufacturer 
Hitachi is set to trouser 
£400,000 of public money 
a day even if its new trains 
aren’t used.

The Great Western routes 
haven’t been electrified in 
time to use the firm’s high 
speed trains. 
 
lTWO GROUPS of London 
transport workers have voted 
to strike over breakdowns in 
industrial relations. 

Piccadilly Line Tube 
drivers voted by 70 percent 
to walk out and Docklands 
Light Railway staff voted by  
92 percent for strikes. Dates 

were still to be announced 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.

lTHE RMT union suspended 
a planned 48-hour strike at 
rail freight firm Freightliner 
last week. 

Bosses made a new offer, 
backdated to 1 April 2015. 

Workers will now get a  
2.6 percent increase for the 
nine months to December 
and 3 percent next year.

lA PLANNED 48-hour strike 
by RMT Arriva Wales train 
drivers was suspended for 
talks last week. 

MANUFACTURING 

UNISON UNION 

John Burgess leadership 
campaign holds launch
THE CAMPAIGN to elect John 
Burgess as the next Unison 
union general secretary was 
set to hold a national launch 
meeting this Saturday.

John is Barnet Unison 
branch secretary and one of 
three candidates challenging 
incumbent Dave Prentis.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“You need to give your 
reps hope and confidence 
that they can win if you 
want to get a real fightback 
in the workplace. 

“They need to be able 
to convince workers it 
is worth fighting.” 

He has pledged to take 
only a worker’s wage and 
increase strike pay.

John says he will push 
for national coordinated 
action and fight the Tories’ 
scapegoating of migrants 

and benefit claimants. 
He is the best candidate 

to unite the left in Unison— 
and it’s clear he is reaching 
broader forces in the union. 
lJohn4GenSec National 
Organising Meeting. 
Saturday 31 October, 1-4pm,  
Room L67, Soas, London,  
WC1H 0XG

SCOTTISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

NORTH Lanarkshire’s 
Labour-run council is 
proposing to axe up to 1,500 
jobs and slash over  
£45 million over the next two 
years.

The Unison union has 
organised a protest on 
Wednesday of this week from 
12.30pm at Motherwell Civic 
Centre.

But it’s not just Labour 
implementing austerity. 
Edinburgh’s Labour and 
Scottish National Party-

run council plans to slash 
2,000 jobs and £141 million 
over four years. It has also 
threatened compulsory 
redundancies. 

Unison said it will ballot 
for strikes if the council 
pushes ahead with them. 

It has organised a protest 
against the cuts on Thursday 
morning of this week.

Protests against similar 
attacks by Glasgow’s Labour 
council are planned for the 
same day.

CABIN CREW

BRITISH Airways (BA) cabin 
crew in the Unite union have 
voted by 95 percent to ballot 
for strikes against attacks on 
pay, terms and conditions. 
The turnout was 86 percent.

BA bosses want to slash 
some workers’ pay by over 
£9,000 a year. 

Letters sent to workers 
show that they face losing 
their jobs if they don’t agree 
to the new terms.

In 2010 BA introduced 
the Mixed Fleet, whose cabin 
crew have worse wages and 
conditions. 

Now they want to drive 
everyone down to the lowest 
level.

But the ballot result shows 
workers’ willingness to fight. 
Unite should call a full ballot.

Action suspended for talks
WORKERS AT the National 
Museum Wales struck on 
Tuesday of last week as 
part of a battle over pay.

The PCS union members 
have been fighting bosses’ 
plans to scrap premium 
pay for weekend working.

Around 100 people also 
gathered for a lunchtime 
strike rally outside the 
National Assembly of 
Wales in Cardiff.

Bosses had said they 

wanted to hold “individual 
consultations” with workers. 

This raised fears that 
workers would be forced 
to sign up to the changes 
or face possible dismissal.

But in a joint statement, 
PCS and the National 
Museum said they had 
agreed to suspend 
both further industrial 
action and individual 
consultations for talks.
Nick Clark 

OFFSHORE WORKERS

DELIVERY

THE GMB union is balloting 
warehouse workers in 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, 
against attacks on their pay. 

The workers are employed 
by delivery giant DHL 
across three warehouses. 

They rejected a 
2.5 percent pay offer 
by 78 percent. 

Steven Robertson, the 
GMB branch secretary, told 
Socialist Worker, “Many 
of our members rely on 
tax credits to get by—they 
want to be paid properly.”

But the dispute isn’t 
just about pay. “They 
have been underhandedly 
changing contracts,” said 

Steven. “They’ve not 
said they’re withdrawing 
flexible working. 

“But we feel this is 
the first stage—it’s only 
a matter of time before 
they come for us.”

The ballot for 
industrial action runs 
until 6 November. 

John Burgess 
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CAMPAIGNERS (pictured)
handed in a petition against 
tests for young children to the 
Department for Education on 
Thursday of last week.

The Tories want to 
force children as young as 
four to undergo “baseline 
assessments” when they are 
in reception classes. Nearly 
10,000 people signed the 
petition against the plan.
lFor more information go to 

betterwithoutbaseline.org.uk

nTEACHERS WERE set to 
lobby supply agencies in 
London on Wednesday of this 
week. 

The action, organised by the 
NUT union, aims to highlight 
the “unacceptable pay and 
pensions position” supply 
teachers face.
lGo to teachers.org.uk for 
more details
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 FE lecturers strike  
 to break pay freeze 
by SADIE ROBINSON

A LECTURERS’ strike is set to hit fur-
ther education colleges across England 
on Tuesday 10 November. The bosses’ 
Association of Colleges has recom-
mended a pay freeze for 2015/16.

Some 74 percent supported strikes to 
fight the attack in a recent ballot. 

The union is demanding a £1 an 
hour rise for all workers. This follows 
six years of pay cuts as well as attacks 
on jobs and conditions.

The strike will be a chance to express 
the anger that workers feel at the attacks 
on education. Forcing down pay means 
a worse education for students because 
it risks driving experienced teachers out 
of the profession and demoralising those 
who remain.

Many workers want to fight because 
they want to defend education.

According to Margot Hill, a UCU 
National Executive member, “Pay is a 
real issue for further education teachers. 

“We have seen our pay eroded year 
on year as funding for the sector is cut, 
workloads increase and those most in 
need of a second chance are excluded 
as fees replace funding.

 “The government’s area reviews of FE 
provision are all about further marketi-
sation, closures and cuts to provision. 

“We have two weeks to build the 
strike and we need to campaign on the 
basis that the fight for pay is a fight for 
the future and funding of FE.”

The union plans to march on the 
Department of Business, Innovation 
and Skills on the strike day. Other trade 

unionists, students and campaigners 
should join them.

UCU members should organise 
branch meetings to discuss the action 
and fight for the maximum involvement 
of workers.

They can build alliances with work-
ers in other unions who will also want 
to resist the attacks. An overwhelming  
95 percent of Unison union members 
working in colleges have also rejected 
the pay freeze in a consultation. 

It could declare an official dispute. 

There is the potential to build a broad 
based campaign to defend education—
and workers.

nWORKERS AT Leeds City College 
could ballot for strikes over job cuts. 
College bosses’ plans to save money 
mean around 300 workers face job or 
pay cuts. 

The UCU union was set to meet this 
week to discuss its response. Some  
66 teaching roles have already been cut 
this year.

ABORTION RIGHTS

UCU MEMBERS at Barnsley college on strike in 2013 Picture: GeorGe Arthur

WOMENS’ LIBERATION

SCHOOLS

Action over workloads
NUT UNION members at 
Listerdale Primary School 
in Rotherham, South 
Yorkshire, were set to 
begin industrial action over 
workload this week.

Teachers will also begin 
a strike ballot over the 
suspension of an NUT member 
at the school.

The action short of a strike 
was set to begin on Thursday 

of this week. It follows bosses’ 
plans to impose job cuts and 
cut the hours of teaching 
assistants and school support 
workers.

This will push up teachers’ 
workload and harm children’s 
education.

The Children’s Academy 
Trust runs the school. The 
NUT said the chair of the trust 
has refused to meet the union.

1,000 meet 
to debate
FEMINISM IN London brought 
together up to 1,000 people 
for a weekend conference 
last Saturday and Sunday. 

Speakers included Shami 
Chakrabarti and Bianca Jagger. 

The audience included many 
new and young activists as well 
as veteran campaigners keen to 
resist sexism.

The dangers posed by the 
Tory government’s attacks 
shaped much of the debate. 

Sessions looked at 
everything from opposing 
austerity and the value of 
women’s unpaid labour in the 
home to starting an ethical 
business and combatting online 
harassment. 

Unfortunately the panel 
and discussion in a session 
on “fundamentalism” was 
dominated by Islamophobic 
stereotypes of Muslims with 
only a minority of dissenting 
voices.

Pro-choice 
solidarity 
against right
PRO-CHOICE activists 
demonstrated in solidarity 
with women attending a 
Marie Stopes abortion clinic 
in Ealing in west London last 
Saturday.

They were opposing 
anti-abortion campaigners 
picketing the clinic. One of 
the pro-choice organisers, 
Anna Veglio-White, said 
pickets had been harassing 
women, “leaning over them 
and trying to thrust leaflets 
into their hands.”

She added, “Passers by 
have been hooting their 
horns and stopping to thank 
us for being here. We’ve had 
pretty much 100 percent 
public support.”

Only last week Aston 
University published a report 
detailing the impact that 

anti-abortion pickets have on 
women accessing abortion 
services.

Women reported that 
even the presence of pickets 
makes them anxious. Several 
reported harassment went 
further. Some were followed, 
filmed and in one case 
assaulted.

One woman attending a 
Bpas clinic in Milton Keynes 
in 2012 said, “When arriving 
people were outside with 

signs, it made me scared to 
come in”. She said she was 
“physically shaking”.

Another said she felt 
“harassed and violated as I 
was being filmed against my 
will” as she went to a clinic 
in central London. 

Mobilisations by Abortion 
Rights campaigners have 
in the past successfully 
stopped anti abortion pickets 
in Cardiff and east London.
Judith Orr

EDUCATION 

TESTING

Meetings and march
THE FINAL meetings in the 
Students not Suspects tour 
were held at Manchester and 
Strathclyde universities last 
week.

The tour aimed to 
organise resistance to the 
Tories’ Islamophobic Prevent 
strategy on campuses. It was 
organised by Defend the 
Right to Protest, NUS Black 

Students’ campaign and 
other organisations.

nSOME 50 students marched 
in Leeds on Saturday of last 
week against Tory plans to 
scrap Maintenance  
Grants.

The march was  
organised by Leeds for Free 
Education.

STUDENTS

NURSERY WORKERS

OPEN UNIVERSITY

UCU UNION members at the 
Open University (OU) are 
balloting for strikes over cuts. 
Bosses plan to close seven 
OU centres—Birmingham, 
Bristol, Cambridge, Gateshead, 
Leeds, London and Oxford.

Over 500 jobs are at risk.

Some 81 percent voted in 
favour of taking action against 
the cuts in a consultative 
ballot. 

The strike ballot ends on  
5 November.
lSend messages of support to 
ucu@open.ac.uk

Handing in the petition 

Pro-choice protest in Ealing last Saturday 

Union member victimised
ROWLEY OWLS Nursery 
bosses in the West 
Midlands suspended 
a nursery manager on 
Friday of last week. 

The GMB union member, 
who has not been named, 
led a successful fight 
against nursery cuts.    

Gillian Whittaker, the 
local GMB organiser, told 
Socialist Worker, “We ran a 
successful campaign against 

cuts earlier this month. 
We feel that she has been 
targeted because of that.”

Gillian said, “We’re going 
to hold a members’ meeting 
when the school is back next 
week to decide what to do.”

Workers striking can 
push back the bosses’ 
attack on the union. 
lSend messages of support 
to branch@gmbs85sandwell.
org.uk
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UP TO 5,000 junior doctors and their supporters marched through Newcastle last Saturday

 WE PRESCRIBE A  
 STRIKE FOR NHS
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

THE JUNIOR doctors’ revolt 
is growing. The British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
announced last week that 
it would ballot its 56,000 
members for industrial 
action. 

The ballot starts on 
Thursday of next week and 
ends on 18 November.

Up to 5,000 junior doc-
tors and their supporters 
marched through Newcastle 
last Saturday. Another dem-
onstration was planned in 
Leeds on Wednesday of this 
week. 

These are the latest of the 
doctors’ mass demonstrations 
to rock the Tories.

Health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt tried to stop the BMA 
taking industrial action. But 
junior doctors want to fight 
the Tories’ attacks on their 
contracts and the service.

Nicki, a junior doctor 
in east London, said, “The 
feeling among most people 
is that we need to strike—
not just have action short 
of strike. They’ve sent out a 
strong message—we have to 
send a strong response.” 

The Department of Health 
went into battle mode when 
the BMA announced the 
dates of the ballot.

Health minister  Ben 
Gummer even said, “The 
BMA has decided to put 
patients at risk.”

But it’s Hunt who’s putting 
patients at risk, by imposing 
new contracts that would rip 
up terms and conditions and 
make doctors’ shifts even 
longer.

Safety
Nicki said, “There are huge 
concerns about patient 
safety. We have to make sure 
the new contracts don’t go 
ahead or patient safety will 
be put at risk in the long 
term.” 

Yannis Gourtsoyannis sits 
on the BMA junior doctors’ 
committee. He explained, 
“The new contracts would 
render the NHS unsafe.

“They would expand our 
standard hours—and remove 
the safeguards on how many 
hours doctors can work.

“Tired doctors working 
longer hours are not good for 
patient safety.”

Junior doctors are also 
furious at the pay cut of up to 

40 percent that is in the new 
contracts. But this isn’t just 
about money. The contracts 
are part of an attack on the 
whole NHS.

Under the guise of bring-
ing “seven day working” into 
the NHS, Hunt is attacking 
unsocial hours pay.

In reality most NHS ser-
vices already run 24/7. The 
Tories want to rob workers’ 
wages and soften the NHS up 
for privatisation.

Yannis said, “This is partly 

about pay and we make no 
apologies about that. If we 
fail, then it will be nurses and 
other health workers next.” 

Joe, a medical student in 
south London, said, “No one 
goes into the NHS to earn lots 
of money—and you don’t.

“Many doctors could earn 
more money privately. But 
we don’t want to work in a 
privatised health service that 
isn’t about putting patient 
care first.”

Crisis
The new contracts would 
intensify the NHS staffing 
crisis.

Joe explained, “In many 
speciality areas, such as acci-
dent and emergency (A&E), 
staffing levels are already 
dangerously low. 

“You already have around 
60,000 leaving the NHS 
annually and the new con-
tracts would push more 
people out. That’s why the 
attack on pay is an attack on 
the NHS.”

The Tories thought junior 
doctors would be a soft target 
they could deal with quietly, 
before taking on other health 
workers and their unions 
with the Trade Union Bill.

But they have widespread 
support among health work-
ers—and the attack is driving 
rank and file activity.

Rank and file junior 
doctors and medical stu-
dents have initiated the 
demonstrations.

Joe, Nicki and Yannis all 
agreed that doctors are likely 
to overwhelmingly support 
industrial action. 

The other unions need to 
join the fight and ballot their 
members.

Some 15 unions represent-
ing 1.3 million NHS workers 
have slammed the Tories’ 
attack on unsocial hours pay.

Some of the largest, 
including Unison, have said 
they could strike.

A united walkout could 
stop the Tories in their tracks. 

“We’ve had meetings with 
the different union reps in the 
hospital, because the unions 
should be working together,” 
said Nicki.  

This is a fight to defend 
the NHS. We all need to get 
behind it.

On other pages
Protest against attack on 
union rights >>Page 4

Rank and file junior doctors and students have organised the protests

If the junior 
doctors fail it 
will be nurses 
and other NHS 
workers next

‘‘ 
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