General Sisi comes to Britain The
as a guest
story of
of David Cameron >>Pages
&11
the10
‘Hurricane’

Egypt’s butcher
president at large

Omar Slaouti talks about the roots, politics
and legacy of the riots >>Pages 14&15

Ten years since racism
set France ablaze
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INNOCENT SHAKER AAMER
FREE AFTER 14 YEAR ORDEAL

TORTURE
CAMP
SHAME

STEEL

Steel workers to
march as more
jobs are slashed
STEEL WORKERS employed
by Tata are preparing to
march against 900 job cuts
in Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire,
and 270 at two sites in
Lanarkshire.
Members of the Community
and Unite unions lobbied
MPs ahead of a debate in
parliament last week. Many
fear their jobs could be next.

>>Page 7

IMMIGRATION

Shaker Aamer’s
lawyer, Gareth
Peirce, demands
New Tory rules
Guantanamo
will keep killing
closure
refugees
“THERE ARE 400 days left
of Barack Obama’s administration during which he
should keep his promise to
close Guantanamo Bay.
That is what Shaker would
want me to point out.
It has been a privilege to
spend these last few days
with him, just listening to him
talking.
He had been unshackled
by the US on Cuban soil. The
plane he travelled back on was
a British plane.
Britain’s rendition contribu
tion was not quite so open.
It was fantastic just watching
this little plane approach.
Like everyone in Guan
tanamo, Shaker is suspicious
of everything he consumed in
the prison.
Anyone who gets out
a ctually has the opportunity
to be tested before everything

>>continued on Page 4

...AND BRITISH STATE COLLUDED

AS IMMIGRATION controls
lead to deaths at both ends
of Europe, the Tories are
tightening them further.
Despite spinning the tiny
number of Syrians taken in,
the Tories are focusing on
more ways to keep refugees
out. They reinforce a system
that is killing the people
they claim to be helping.

>>Page 8
GREECE

Strike wave
continues against
austerity deal
SHIPPING WORKERS began a
strike at ports across Greece at
6am on Monday of this week.
At the port of Piraeus near
Athens it was solid—not a
single ferry went in or out.
Unions announced
successes at ports all over
Greece.

>>Page 6
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘The lies on the
front page of the
Mail are so vulgar
and glaring’
Playwright Alan Bennett

‘Army Harry is
totally opposed
to the current
situation
surrounding
the jailed Royal
Marine’

A source tells the Daily Mail
that prince Harry backs
their campaign to support
Sergeant Alexander Blackman
who murdered a man in
Afghanistan

‘It matters not
one jot how you
express yourself.
Unless you
become a Tory.
Then you can f***
off :)’
Father of food writer
Jack Monroe when Jack came
out as transgender

‘People are
notably quick to
dismiss the other
four occasions
that a majority
rejected this
same proposal’
Democratic Unionist
Peter Weir explains why
his party vetoed same sex
marriage in Northern Ireland

TROUBLEMAKER

the

Cameron meets poor people
and Tories get charitable
DAVID CAMERON insisted he
does know poor people on
daytime televison this week.
Presumbly he meets them on
the way to his new club.
Cameron has joined one of
London’s snootiest private clubs
where only the “global A-list”
are welcome.
The prime minister was given
an honorary membership worth
£1,500 to posh Mark’s Club—
co-owned by tycoon Tory donor
Richard Caring.
Cameron revealed it in
Parliament’s latest Register of
Members’ Interests.
It was announced on the same
day that the House of Lords
voted to block cuts to tax credits
which are estimated to cost
affected working families £1,300
a year.
Caring—who gave the
Tories £220,000 through a
single donation, sponsorship
A SUITABLE monument
and an auction prize from

2010 to 2012—described
the club in Mayfair,
central London, as a
“haven of exclusivity”.

l

AUSTRALIAN
prime minster
Tony Abbott urged
Britain to use “force”
against migrants
during the refugee
crisis.
He was the keynote address at an
event designed to
raise £350,000 to
eulogise Margaret
Thatcher.
The
second
annual Margaret
Thatcher Lecture and
Gala Banquet was
organised by a taxexempt registered
charity.
They
said,
“Our goal at the

l

A SHAMELESS Tory MP has blocked
a law to give carers free hospital
parking by droning on for 90 minutes.
Philip Davies drained Commons
time in a cynical bid to oust a Labour
backbencher’s campaign.
His epic speech—aided by two more
Tories speaking for another 80 minutes—
meant MPs ran out of time to vote on the
proposed law.

Get in
touch with
Socialist
Worker

Standing up

for carers

Unacceptable

generated by figures
from FoIs appeared with
Grayling’s quotes.
That was they were
from Tory press releases
over FoI requests the
Tories had made.

@

MINISTERS IN Tony Blair’s
government were told to
“burn” a document warning
that the Iraq War was illegal.
A 13-page legal note from Lord
Goldsmith, then-attorney general,
war suggested it could be
challenged under international law.
But senior figures were told “burn”
and “destroy” the document.

TORY MP David Mundell
took £10,000 earlier
this year from Glasgowbased landlord Stridewell
Estates Ltd.
Stridewell owns a single
"investment property"
which is leased to the
Look@Me Pawn Shop.
Mundell accepted
£2,500 from the firm in
January, then another
£2,500 in March and a
further £5,000 in May.
Stridewell Estates
Ltd gave £10,000 to the
Tories.
Stridewell is owned
by Singapore based
developer Brian Gillies,
who has been a regular
donor to Mundell and the
Conservatives.

SPOT THE
DIFFERENCE

l

Infomation is free
for Chris Grayling
TORY CABINET minister
Chris Grayling branded
it “unacceptable” to use
Freedom of Information
(FoI) requests.
He pronounced that
FOI “is on occasions
misused by those who
use it effectively as a
research tool to generate
stories for the media.
That isn’t acceptable.”
Yet while Shadow
Secretary of State for the
Department of Works
and Pensions in 2008,
Grayling commented
on at least 14 stories
relating to figures released
under the Freedom of
Information Act.
In 2009—when he was
shadow home secretary—
more than 50 articles

Second Annual Margaret Thatcher
Lecture & Gala Banquet is to raise at
least £100,000 in donations and net
income and to secure pledges of support
of at least a further £250,000 from the
400+ guests who will be attending this
unique commemoration of Margaret
Thatcher.”
Apparently £50,000 of this was raised
in just two minutes.
The VIP guest list was a Who’s Who
of Tories.
It was also full of Tories who have
complained about the supposed political activities of charities.
They include Priti Patel, who
launched legislation designed to gag
the sector in the year prior to the general election.
Conor Burns referred poverty
campaigners Oxfam to the Charity
Commission.
Burns is now a trustee of Cherish
Freedom Trust set up to run a “shrine”
to Thatcher and organise events like the
the gala banquet.
It’s one rule for them...

Last Tory in
Scotland gets
pawn profits

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
Twitter @socialistworker
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Labour looks to the
1 percent to save it
ACCORDING TO former
shadow education
secretary Tristram
Hunt the Labour Party
is “in the shit” and
risks becoming a “sect
rather than a party”.
Speaking to members
of the Cambridge
Universities Labour
Club he said Jeremy
Corbyn “is the leader
until he is not” but said
“the way you serve the
Corbyn leadership is
to be as dissenting and
creative as possible”.
He said, “My fear
is algorithmic politics
everyone shares the
same views as you on
social media and in
your social circles…

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

July

Peer to peer
review peers
Scab

you become a sect
rather than a party.”
“You are the top 1 per
cent. The Labour Party is
in the shit. It is your job
and your responsibility
to take leadership
going forward.”

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 42184
London
SW8 2WD

CAMERON HAS appointed
Lord Strathclyde to look
into ways of reforming the
House of Lords after it
voted to delay cuts in tax
credits.
But here’s what one
peer had to say about
reforming the Lords.
“It is not the job of this
House to be convenient
to governments or to
government Peers.
“It is the job of this
House to test, challenge,
scrutinise and, if
necessary, to ask the
government to think again.
“If we never did that,
we would really have no
purpose.”
Quite. Whereas now...
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Unions protest at Tory bill
—now launch a real fight
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

THOUSANDS OF trade unionists protested at Westminster on
Monday of this week against the
Tories’ Trade Union Bill.
The bill aims to clamp down on
opposition to the massive cuts the
Tories still want to make.
It would see strike ballots overturned, new blacklists and arbitrary
fines, among other attacks. The bill
faces its third reading in parliament
on Tuesday of next week.
It is all designed to ensure that
union leaders fear the law and police
their members.
The TUC had called a mass lobby
of MPs. Its general secretary Frances
O’Grady said the mobilisation “was
all about pressuring MPs, ministers
and lords”.
The TUC called no protests, though
up to 2,000 people joined its indoor
lunchtime rally with hundreds more
outside. It was left to others to provide a focus for action.
Fire Brigades Union (FBU) delegations gathered for a short march to
the rally.
They cheered striking Unison
union members from Barnet, north
London (see page 19), who joined the
march chanting, “We hate Tories”.
Around 250 people joined an
evening protest called by the Trade
Union Coordinating Group of mostly
smaller, more left wing unions.
West Yorkshire FBU secretary Paul
Drinkwater was disappointed at the
turnout across the day. “The danger
if we don’t do anything is the watering down of the strength of the trade
unions,” he told Socialist Worker.
Others reflected the same frustration with union leaders pleading
with Tories rather than leading a real
fightback.
Austerity and privatisation are
already devastating services.
A library worker from Ealing, in

IN BRIEF
Iraq war report
due in summer
THE DATE for the Chilcot
Inquiry into the Iraq war
was finally announced on
Thursday of last week.
The two million word
report, begun in November
2009, is due to be made
public by June or July 2016.

Tests face an
examination
TORY EDUCATION secretary
Nicky Morgan has unveiled
plans for yet tougher tests for
primary school children.
Morgan claimed she would
“review” the testing regime.
But her speech made her
commitment to testing clear.
Kevin Courtney of the
teachers’ NUT union said
the government was “turning
schools into exam factories”.

It’s a bad time
to be young

WORKERS PROTESTING against the Trade Union Bill outside the TUC rally		

BACK STORY

The Tories hope their Trade Union
Bill will undermine workers’
ability to take industrial action
lThe bill would bring in higher
turnout thresholds to enable strike
ballots to be valid
lIt would remove a ban on using
agency staff to scab on strikes
lIt would require unions to give
14 days’ notice of strikes, instead
of the current seven
lIt would require an identifiable
“lead person” on picket lines—
which could create a new blacklist

Saturday 14 November, central London

Speakers include: Shadow chancellor John McDonnell, Green Party leader Natalie
Bennett, FBU general secretary Matt Wrack, NUT deputy gen sec Kevin Courtney,
National Gallery PCS rep Candy Udwin, All speakers in a personal capacity
Book online or find out more at uniteresist.org
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west London, told Socialist Worker
about the impact of new private
bosses cutting jobs.
“We’re not sure there’ll be enough
cover next year for people to take
their annual leave,” they added.
Despite fighting talk, most union
leaders plan to adapt to new laws.
But struggle can get results.
Bromley Unite union rep Gill Slater
said the south London Tory council is
ramming through privatisation.
“Those that fought have achieved
a better settlement when services are
outsourced than those who didn’t,”
she said.
“The lesson is to strike because it
is effective—that’s why the Tories are

Picture: Dave Gilchrist

attacking the right to strike.”
The focus will soon be on what
happens when the bill becomes law.
National Gallery PCS union rep
Candy Udwin argued to a rally, “We
have to make this bill unworkable.”
If the TUC won’t call action,
responsibility lies with those who
want to fight.
Monday’s turnout hinted at what
is possible when unions lift a little
finger. Imagine what a real fightback
could look like.



What’s your story?
Email with your ideas
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Build networks to resist

BUILDING THE networks needed
Gourtsoyannis is speaking at the
to launch resistance to the Tories
NHS workshop.
is a priority for every trade
He said, “I want to get together
unionist.
and unite with the other unions
The Trade Union Bill’s third
in health service. They need to
reading on Tuesday of next week
get stuck in to the fight because it
is an opportunity to protest.
matters for the dispute.”
Another key date is
The Unite union health
Saturday 14 November at
branch in Bristol is
the Unite the Resistance
sending a delegation.
conference in London.
Rep Chrissie Gardner
There will be practical
said, “The Tories are
workshops focusing on
attacking working class
how we develop these
organisation because
networks to campaign
they see it as a threat.
against the bill as well as
“That’s why
sessions on cuts, refugee
we’re coming to the
rights, organising at
conference. We have
John McDonnell will everything to lose—and
work, and more.
speak at conference everything to fight for.”
Junior doctor Yannis

YOUNG PEOPLE face their
worst economic prospects
in several generations,
according to a new report
by the Equality and Human
Rights Commission.
It also said people under
34 had seen their lives get
worse for the past five years.

Care homes
in new danger
BRITAIN’S BIGGEST care
home chain Four Seasons
Health Care risks running
out of cash next year, ratings
agency S&P has said.
The operator has more
than 22,000 beds across 470
care homes.
This comes after warnings
that council budget cuts to
social care could lead to half
of care homes closing.

IN THIS WEEK

1917

Workers in Russia
seize state power
The revolutionary
Bolsheviks stormed the
Winter Palace in
St Petersburg as workers
and soldiers rose up.
The insurrection on
7 November—25 October
by the old Russian
calender—was called the
October Revolution.
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Shaker free
at last after
14 years in
US prison

Beaten at length, eyes
gouged and fingers bent
by SIMON BASKETTER
A conveniently leaked
15-page US military
intelligence report
described Shaker
Aamer as a “close
associate of” Osama
bin Laden with a
history of “jihadist
combat”.
It even suggested
he had “the necessary
power and control
to issue an order for
other detainees to
attempt suicide”.
There were three
Guantanamo suicides
on a single day
in 2006.
Actually the
suicides—if they were
that—came after
prisoners were taken
to a secret part of the
base and tortured.
The treatment they
received isn’t fully
known. Some of what
military police officers
(MPs) did to Shaker is.
One affidavit in a
US court described
some of his treatment.
“On June 9th,
2006, [Aamer] was
beaten for two-anda-half hours straight.

Last British resident in Guantanamo
thanks campaigners as government
fears exposure, writes John Clossick
SHAKER AAMER was finally
released from the US prison
camp Guantanamo after almost
14 years of imprisonment without
trial and no charges on Friday of
last week.
One of his first acts was to call Joy
Hurcombe, the chair of Save Shaker
Aamer Campaign (SSAC), to say
thank you to those who fought for
his freedom.
Shaker said “I am well aware of
how much the campaign did, standing out on the streets in rain and
shine. I thank you all for what you
did to keep my hopes alive.”
Joy told Socialist Worker that
Shaker wanted to thank supporters
for the years of work they had done
to keep his case on the agenda.
Shaker told her, “Many times I
was afraid I might not come back.
I almost gave up but you kept me
going. Then I thought I’d better
come back with all the work you’ve
done for me!
“I thank you all for standing up
for justice.”
Joy told Shaker, “It was your
courage that kept us all going.” She
told Socialist Worker she felt privileged to hear from him.
These are the first words heard
from Shaker since 2013 when he
was heard calling out from his cell
to a US news team, “Let us die in

BACK STORY

Shaker Aamer was captured in
Afghanistan, handed to the US
and rendered to the Guantanamo
Bay prison camp in 2002
lHe was accused of being part of
Al Qaida, but never put on trial
lIn 2007 the US admitted it had
no evidence against him
lProtesters have consistently
demanded his release. But British
authorities were afraid he could
reveal their complicity in torture
lAfter weeks of last minute
delays he was released last Friday

peace, or tell the world the truth.”
Shaker has undergone medical checks after years of torture
and hunger strikes in protest at his
treatment.

Rendered

He has only now met his youngest son Faris for the first time. Faris
was born in 2002 on the day Shaker
was taken into Guantanamo after
being rendered by the US from
Afghanistan.
He was flown back to Britain in a
Gulfstream jets similar to those that
the CIA used to render him.
Shaker was the last British

SHAKER AAMER in US prison camp Guantanamo Bay

resident held in Guantanamo. He
had been working for an Islamic
charity in Afghanistan when he was
captured by bounty hunters and
handed to the US.
The US claimed he was part of
Al Qaida. But he has never been
charged and the US admitted as long
ago as 2007 that they had no evidence against him.
The fight to expose the truth about
British state complicity in rendition,
torture, and death in Guantanamo
continues.
Joy said, “Much of the media
are only now taking an interest in
his case. But Socialist Worker has

FIGURE IT OUT

779

men have been held without trial
in Guantanamo Bay since 2002

17-22

of them are estimated to have
been under 18 years old

80%

were sold to the US by bounty
hunters, a 2006 study found
Protests for Shaker’s release continued right to the end	

Picture: Guy Smallman
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reliably over a long time featured
Shaker’s story to help put pressure
on for his release.”
Labour and Tory governments are
responsible for the eight years it has
taken to free him.
The British government is nervous
about what Shaker may reveal about
its complicity in the US torture programme. David Cameron declared
“Everything to ensure public safety”
had been done, implying that Shaker
was a threat and would still be
monitored.
Shaker should not be prevented
from speaking out as a witness to
torture and deaths in Guantanamo.

Imam Suliman Gani, another
leading campaigner, told Socialist
Worker, “The campaign needs to get
stronger for the release of the other
112 prisoners and for the final closure of Guantanamo.”
Joy hoped the wide coverage his
case was now receiving would add
to the pressure. “Perhaps now more
people will ask, why was Shaker
held for so long, since the government knew he was being tortured?”
she said.
“Was there any complicity by
those in power to silence Shaker?
We need answers and we are not
going away until we get them!”

Seven naval military
police participated in
his beating. Mr Aamer
stated he had refused
to provide a retina
scan and fingerprints.
“He reported to me
that he was strapped
to a chair, fully
restrained at the head,
arms and legs.
“The MPs inflicted
so much pain, Mr.
Aamer said he thought
he was going to die.
“The MPs pressed
on pressure points
all over his body: his
temples, just under his
jawline, in the hollow
beneath his ears.

“They choked him.
They bent his nose
repeatedly so hard to
the side he thought
it would break. They
pinched his thighs and
feet constantly. They
gouged his eyes.
“They held his eyes
open and shined a
mag-lite [torch] in
them for minutes
on end, generating
intense heat.
“They bent his
fingers until he
screamed. When he
screamed, they cut off
his airway, then put
a mask on him so he
could not cry out.”

Why torture witness Shaker
was silenced by the spooks
SHAKER Aamer was
witness to a key piece
of embarrassing
torture in Bagram,
the US base in
Afghanistan.
Shaker was held
there before he went
to Guantanamo.
He was held for so
long because he saw
the torture of Libyan
Ibn al-Shaykh al-Libi.
This resulted in a
false confession that

Saddam Hussein was
working with Al Qaida.
It was a necessary lie
in the Iraq war.
The other secret
was that British
intelligence was
involved in torture.
MI6 officers
watched as US officers
smashed Shaker’s
head against a wall.
The cops
investigated MI6
complicity in torture

at Bagram prison.
Yet they did not
take a statement from
Shaker Aamer.

Close down Guantanamo

Britain’s industry of rendition

continued from
page 1
disappears from their
system.
That’s why he didn't
eat on the plane.
People are saying
it was because he
was scared of being
poisoned. But that
wasn’t true.
He wanted his
system to still have in
it what he had from
Guantanamo.
Shaker is

THERE WERE some
1,622 flights in and out
of Britain by aircraft
used in rendition
torture flights between
2001 and 2006.
The case of British
resident Binyam
Mohamed shows how
it was done. He was
detained for nearly
seven years between
2002 and 2009.
His rendition took
him to torture prisons
in Morocco and Kabul,

unbelievably
strong. Of course he is
dented and damaged
but he has quite
exceptional strength of

character, of faith and
moral fibre.
It’s impossible
to even consider or
envisage what he has
been through—the
torture, the isolation.
It’s beyond our
understanding.
Also because he
is the person he is,
and is so resilient, it
means that in a way
it’s even harder to
understand it because
he survived."

s

WHAT
WHAT WE
WE THINK
THINK

WAR ON TERROR LEFT A
LASTING SINISTER LEGACY

T
Guantanamo Bay, where Shaker was held

then to Guantanamo.
British intelligence
officers took part in
his interrogations.
He was beaten,
cut and burned, hung
from ceilings and
played loud music and
taped screams.
“It became like
a routine,” he said.
“Then they’d tip
some kind of liquid
on me—the burning,
the stinging, was like
grasping a hot coal.”

Binyam was
released without
charge. The Court of
Appeal ruled British
intelligence had
been complicit in his
“cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment”.
Britain’s rulers
outsourced most of
the torture to make
it deniable. Labour
foreign secretaries
David Miliband and
Jack Straw lied about
Britain’s role in it.
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HE “WAR on terror” was
always a lie. The West
had to find an enemy to
help it win support for its
imperialist project.
Western rulers used the 9/11
attacks to create a neverending
war, which unleashed ever greater
terror across the globe.
The release of
Shaker Aamer after almost 14
years of imprisonment shines
a spotlight on one product of
this war— the torture camp at
Guantanamo Bay.
It is also a reminder of what the
US and its Western allies felt able
to do in the name of the war on
terror.
They could kidnap people
at will, brutally torture them in
secret prisons that they denied
existed and fly them anonymously
through multiple airports across
the world. No questions asked.
The US ran Guantanamo
in Cuba and Bagram prison in
Afghanistan.
But the British state was also
culpable. And the crimes continue
today.
The drone strikes and
assassinations of “known Isis
terrorists” are still carried out in
the name of a “just” war.

The casualties of the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq number in
the millions.
The tragedy is that civilians are
still dying in these countries under
Western airstrikes, years after the
wars were declared over.
All of this has left a lasting
legacy in Britain.
A mass of laws have been driven
through that have led to trials
where defendants can’t hear the
evidence against them.
From dispersal orders to stop
and search, the police have ever
greater powers.
Now home secretary
Theresa May, not content with
an unprecedented level of state
surveillance is on a mission to

‘‘

The West could
kidnap, imprison
and torture
people—with no
questions asked

push through even more.
Her latest legislation would
enable many sections of the
state to snoop on people’s web
searches and online activity.
It is so draconian that even
some Tories are bristling at the
potential impact on civil liberties.
But even if May drops some
aspects of what she is proposing,
it still represents a sinister and
aggressive assault by the ruling
class on people’s basic rights.
Those who have been and still
are most affected by the legacy of
the war on terror are Muslims.
The level of Islamophobia in
Britain and the rest of the West
today is rooted in the ideological
battle to demonise Muslims as a
terror threat.
This has become so entrenched
that today even Muslim toddlers
are officially scrutinised for signs
of “extremism”.
In fact, those working with the
children are now legally required
to show that they are scrutinising
them.
Politicians are once again
fighting over plans to join yet
another war—this time in Syria.
We have to be organised to
oppose bombing and the racist
war at home that comes with it.

TORY HUNGER GAMES

H

ATED TORY millionaire
Iain Duncan Smith insists his
attacks on benefit claimants
are about helping them find jobs.
He denies any link between
cutting off people’s only income
for weeks or months and the
growth of food banks.
His actions tell a different story.
Duncan Smith has launched a trial
run of putting job centre advisors
in food banks.
Some 7,366 people were
treated with malnutrition in
England in the past year. Charity

and church-run food banks have
been integrated into the welfare
state.
Unemployed, disabled and lowpaid benefit claimants can only go
with a referral from their GP, social
worker or job centre advisor.
The threat of benefit sanctions
already forces them to jump
through endless hoops for the
job centre. It creates stress and
depression, but doesn’t help them
find non-existent jobs.
Extreme food poverty was the
dirty secret that forced claimants

to comply. Now Duncan Smith is
making it official.
In 1845 the revolutionary
Frederick Engels called fear
of unemployment the bosses’
“sharpest weapon”.
Those without work faced
“starving, of freezing to death”.
This horrifying poverty made
every worker “the slave” of
bosses.
Workers fought for a welfare
state to blunt that terror. Duncan
Smith is determined to bring it
back.
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Fear and unease led
to Erdogan’s victory

Greek strike wave continues
fight against austerity deal
by STELIOS MICHAELIDES

THE FUNNIEST tweet I saw on the Turkish general
election was written by someone who lives elsewhere.
It said, “At the end of the world, the only things remaining
will be cockroaches and Erdogan.”
In Turkey, humour has been thin on the ground. A dark
cloud of pessimism and demoralisation seems to have
descended upon that half of the population who did not
vote for president Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Justice and
Development Party (AKP).
Not counting the inconclusive contest last June, this is
the fourth general election which the AKP has won with
a thumping majority. We can add to these several local
elections which have handed most municipalities to the AKP.
And the presidential election last year gave Erdogan more
than 50 percent of the vote.
But June’s election gave the first signs of the AKP
juggernaut beginning to falter. Though it polled a
respectable 41 percent, the AKP failed to get enough MPs to
form a government.
Normally, there should have been a coalition. But the AKP
dragged its feet, scuppered the coalition negotiations, and
called an early election.
Not a single opinion poll predicted the actual result, and
no one—with the obvious exception of Erdogan—expected
them to get the necessary majority.
In fact the AKP got 49 percent of the vote—an increase
of five million on the June election—and a comfortable
parliamentary majority.
And this has come after a hellish summer for the country.
The war against the Kurdish liberation organisation PKK,
restarted after a two-year ceasefire. It has claimed hundreds
of lives on both sides. Two Isis suicide bombers caused the
deaths of more than 100 people at a peace rally in Ankara.
The government is widely blamed for failing to protect its
own citizens. Earlier in the summer, another Isis bomb killed
30 young activists preparing to go to northern Syria to help
rebuild a Kurdish town.

SHIPPING workers began
a two-day strike at ports
across Greece at 6am on
Monday of this week. At
the port of Piraeus near
Athens it was 100 percent
successful—not a single
ferry went in or out.
Hundreds of ship workers marched through the
port along with supporters
from the radical left and port
workers who struck a week
earlier against privatisation.
Unions announced a similar success at other ports all
over Greece.
One striker said he had
been working in a ship with
a crew of just 12 workers,
when normally there should
be 25.
It meant working dangerous 18-hour shifts. And many
haven’t been paid in months.
“We can’t stand to do
it like this any more,” the
striker said.
Unions plan a general
strike across Greece on
Thursday of next week.
The striker added, “We’ll
have to continue the fight.
The general strike is just a
step—we’ll need more than a
one-day strike to win.”

Unease

Occupy

A general sense of unease has been growing, tinged with
fear, about deeper Turkish involvement in Syria’s violent
mess. The government’s ongoing battle with followers
of exiled Islamic cleric Fethullah Gulen led to police
raiding the companies of a “respectable businessman”. His
newspapers and TV channels we seized.
There is the prospect of weak and unstable coalition
governments, and fear that political instability could
cause the economy. All this could have worked against the
government.
In fact, it worked in its favour. All the problems arose,
the AKP argued, because it lost its majority. Bring it back to
power, and stability would be restored.
You would normally expect a government to pay the price
for chaos, not benefit from it. And it is no accident that last
June it lost about one-fifth of the vote it had got four years
ago. Erdogan’s transformation into a ruthless figure and the
AKP’s growing authoritarianism were causing cracks within
the party and beginning to erode its popular support.
Hence the demoralisation. People expected the cracks
and erosion to continue, and the AKP vote to fall further last
Sunday.
But there is no reason to be demoralised or pessimistic.
First, the biggest loser of the election was the fascist MHP,
which lost two million votes. Second, the Kurdish HDP
got 11 percent. This broke the 10 percent barrier to stay in
parliament, even when the war would be expected to cause
a Turkish nationalist backlash. Third, the government’s
authoritarianism and the discontent both generally and in
the AKP’s ranks have not gone away.
People voted for the AKP not because they are suddenly
happy with its policies, but for lack of an alternative.
The so-called social democrats of the CHP, the main
parliamentary opposition, remain staunchly nationalistic.
They are rightly perceived as wedded to the state and the
military. They present no alternative at all.
The lessons are clear. We need to build a mass party that
stands clearly for democracy and peace with the Kurds, and
against militarism, nationalism and Islamophobia.
Not easy, but clear.

Shipping workers were set
to occupy the office of their
pension fund on Tuesday of
this week.
The government, led by
left wing party Syriza, plans
to merge all workers’ pension
funds into one.
This is in order to cut payments by up to 30 percent
and up the retirement age
to 67.
For some workers this will
mean working an extra two
years, for others much longer.

SCHOOL STUDENTS march in Athens (above) and
Pictures: Workers Solidarity
shipping workers on strike (left) 

students and teachers protested in Athens on Monday
of this week. A lack of teachers means many students
aren’t getting all their lessons.

Pressure

This is a cut other governments have tried to make and
failed.
Now just six weeks after
Syriza was re-elected there
is a strike wave against the
third memorandum—the
austerity package the government signed up to as part of
Greece’s third bailout.
In every sector workers are
taking action against it.
More than 10,000 school

Significantly the teachers’
union held a three-hour
strike so its members could
attend. They are under pressure to call more action.
In every union meeting
in recent weeks people have
been putting pressure on
their leaderships. They say,
“We must call action, we
must call strikes, we must get
out on the streets against the
third memorandum.”
University students were
set to demonstrate on
Wednesday of this week.
Students at the university

of Crete have been in occupation for three weeks.
They are deman ding
money for housing and transport, and opposing the privatisation of their canteen.
And every town hall in
Greece is set to be occupied
on Wednesday of this week
for workers to hold mass
assemblies and organise for
the general strike.
They face privatisation
of many services and a new
round of job losses as temporary workers’ contracts
expire.
There are fights on the refugee issue too (see page 8).
This all shows how people
see the government. They say
it might be Syriza in office,
but we have to fight to win
what we need.

Anti-racists in France take the fight to the cops
SOME 20,000 anti-racists
marched through Paris last
Saturday.
The March for Dignity
and Against Racism was
organised by a group of
women from migrant
backgrounds.
Large numbers of
black people, Muslims
and migrants took to
the streets in defiance of
racist politicians who seek
to marginalise them in
French society.
It was backed by a wide
range of supporters from
popular musicians to
parties of the far left.
Veteran US radical

On the march in Paris

Angela Davis was a
prominent supporter.
Ndella Paye is on the
organising committee
for the march. She told
Socialist Worker, “It’s
a completely joyful
demonstration, several
miles long.”
Police violence was a
key theme of the march.
It was timed to mark ten
years since 15 year old
Bouna Traore and 17
year old Zyed Benna died
fleeing police in Clichysous-Bois near Paris. Their
deaths sparked three
weeks of rioting all over
France against repression

and racism (See page 14).
The march’s name also
refers to the 1983 March
for Equality and Against
Racism. Led mainly by
migrants from North
Africa, it was France’s first
nationwide anti-racist
mobilisation.
But the organisation
that grew out of that
movement, SOS Racism, is
closely tied to the Labourtype Socialist Party—now
in government enacting
racist laws.
Yet Saturday’s march
shows that anger
against racism cannot be
contained forever.
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Steel workers to march
as more jobs are slashed
by DAVE SEWELL

M E TA L S CO M PA N Y Ca pa ro
Industries announced 452 job
cuts on Friday of last week, after
going into administration last
month.
A number of its businesses have
shut. There are redundancies across
the West Midlands as well as in
Hartlepool in north east England
and Wrexham and Tredegar in
Wales.
Workers at Caparo Atlas
Fastenings in Darlaston, West
Midlands, were called into a meeting with administrators PwC and
laid off.
“We were all numb,” said one
worker. “There was a lot of anger
and a few tears. It’s people’s livelihoods all gone up in smoke.
“We came to work as normal this
morning and now we’re all out of
work.”
It comes as steel workers
employed by Tata are preparing
to march against 900 job cuts in
Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, and 270
in Motherwell, North Lanarkshire.
Workers in Scunthorpe were out
gathering signatures for their petition against the job cuts for the third
week running last Saturday.
And members of the Community
and Unite unions travelled to
London to lobby MPs ahead of a
debate in parliament on Wednesday
of last week. Many fear their jobs
could be next.
Kev Faulkner, who works
for Tata in Wednesfield near
Wolverhampton said, “For us it will
be like having our arm cut off.
“We work with steel from
Scunthorpe, and if we can’t find
another supplier there will be
another wave of job cuts.”
A group of workers travelled
down from Redcar, Teesside, where
the steel works closed last month.

Phones

The strength of feeling in the
region was made clear on Thursday
of last week. More than 10,000
Middlesborough FC fans at their
match against Manchester United
held up their mobile phones in a
show of solidarity.
Redcar production worker
Graeme Heselwood told Socialist
Worker many workers laid off there
were struggling to find other jobs.
“The steel workers are all highly
skilled, but it’s quite niche skills,”
he said.
“Some people are looking to
retrain—but we haven’t seen anything of the money we were promised by the government.”
The Cabinet Office has issued
non-binding guidelines to encourage the use of British produced steel
in infrastructure projects.
It followed front pages last

NHS

Get behind
the doctors’
NHS dispute
THE BRITISH Medical
Association (BMA) was to set to
ballot its 56,000 junior doctor
members for industrial action
from Thursday of this week.
Junior doctors are fighting
new contracts that would rip up
their terms and conditions and
put patient safety at risk.
Yannis Gourtsoyannis sits
on the BMA’s junior doctors’
committee.
He told Socialist Worker,
“Junior doctors’ anger is driven
by Jeremy Hunt’s smears that
we’ve got a nine to five culture.
“We work weekends and
unsocial hours already. But the
new contracts would remove
safeguards that stop us working
a dangerous amount.”
He added, “Many doctors
who weren’t political are
starting to look at Hunt’s links
to private health care.
“They can see he wants to
make the NHS an unviable

Marching in London

UNITE AND Community union members travelled to London to lobby MPs last week

week attacking the decision to use
Swedish steel in a new defence
contract.
David Cameron pledged a subsidy worth up to £50 million a year
to steel bosses, refunding green
levies on their energy bills.
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn
said he is willing to travel to Beijing
to lobby the Chinese government
against “dumping”—allegedly selling steel at below production costs.
Unions demand more measures
to reduce costs and keep out cheap
imports. But these would only help
rich bosses who refuse to invest in
the sector—and deflect anger in the
wrong directions.
Renationalising the privatised
steel industry can save jobs.
Stand up for steel marches:
Scunthorpe—Tuesday 10 November.
Assemble 12 noon, Church Square, for
rally and march to North Lincolnshire
council’s meeting
Motherwell—Saturday 7 November.
Assemble 10.30am at Dalzell
steelworks to march to Ravenscraig

Picture: Guy Smallman

SCOTLAND

Labour vote against nukes
DELEGATES AT the Scottish
Labour Party conference last
weekend voted to campaign to
scrap Trident nuclear weapons.
The vote will be a boost to
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn’s
aim of overturning the
party’s position on unilateral
disarmament.
Labour’s new Scottish
leader, Kezia Dugdale, is in
favour of renewing Trident.
The GMB union in Scotland
denounced the vote. But the
Unite and Unison unions were
both in favour of ditching
Trident.
It is not new for Labour
members in Scotland to hold
a different position on Trident

to the leadership of the British
party.
But last weekend’s vote is
a sign of the pressure Labour
faces in Scotland.
Trident was a key issue of
the independence campaign
last year.
The conference vote now
means that 75 percent of
people in Scotland voted for
parties that oppose Trident.
Dugdale will hope it can help
boost her party’s fortunes at
next year’s Scottish elections.
But the impact of the Trident
vote and other new policy
positions she outlined remain
to be seen.
Raymie Kiernan
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NEWS

service that’s easier to sell off.”
Momentum behind the junior
doctors’ revolt is growing.
Up to 4,000 junior doctors
and their supporters marched
through Leeds on Wednesday of
last week. Thousands were set
to march through Birmingham
on Saturday of next week.
The BMA said the industrial
action would initially take the
form of days of action with
Christmas Day cover.
If that failed, it could include
all junior doctors withdrawing
their labour.
Solidarity is now key. Chrissie
Gardner, Bristol Unite union
health rep, said, “We’ve invited a
junior doctor to our next branch
meeting.
“The junior doctors are a test
case. If the Tories get away with
this, they’ll just do over the rest
of us.”
Union activists need to
organise union and workplace
meetings with junior doctors.
It will boost their confidence
to strike and put pressure on
health unions to join the fight
for the NHS.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans
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IN BRIEF
Calais migrants
are rounded up
HUNDREDS OF migrants in
the Calais “jungle” have now
been rounded up and flown
to detention centres across
France—around 50 a day for the
last two weeks.
Children have been left alone
in the “jungle” after their adult
relatives were taken.
French interior minister
Bernard Cazeneuve plans to
evict 400 people and build a
“container camp” for just 1,500
of its 6,000 residents.

Tories want to
charge for NHS
TORY HEALTH secretary
Jeremy Hunt wants to deny
A&E treatment to people from
outside the European Economic
Area unless they pay charges or
have insurance.
This is a step towards
charging everyone for NHS care.
It’s an entirely bogus solution
to the NHS financial crisis. By
Hunt’s figures the cost of what
he calls “health tourism” is
£500 million.
That’s 2.5 percent of the
Tories’ £20 billion NHS cuts.

Solidarity rallies
and protests
FAR RIGHT and racist groups
have held protests against
refugees in Austria, the Czech
Republic and Germany as well
as in Calais over the past week.
Several pro-refugee events in
Britain also face racist countermobilisations.
But all over Europe much
larger numbers of people have
rallied in support of refugees
than against them.
Stand Up To Racism was
set to hold public rallies
for refugees in London and
Birmingham on Wednesday of
this week.
There is also set to be a
protest vigil at Downing St on
Thursday 12 November, 6pm,
Refugees Welcome—Don’t let
them freeze!

FIGURE IT OUT

3,440

people have died or gone
missing trying to cross the
Mediterranean so far this year

70

	children had died crossing
the Aegean Sea in the past
eight weeks alone

20

	
refugees
have been killed
trying to cross Britain’s
border at Calais this year

New immigration rules
will keep killing refugees
by DAVE SEWELL

AS IMMIGRATION controls
lead to deaths at both ends of
Europe, the Tories are tightening them further.
At least 50 people died crossing the Aegean Sea from Turkey
to Greece in just three days last
week, making October the most
deadly month there all year.
Another 15 refugees, including six children, drowned off the
Greek island of Samos last Sunday
when two boats capsized.
At the other end of the
Mediterranean in Spain up to
39 refugees may have drowned
trying to cross from Morocco.
Hundreds of people protested in
Mytilene, capital of Greek island
Lesvos, last Sunday, demanding
the European Union (EU) fence on
Greece’s land border with Turkey
is brought down.
Teacher and socialist Sofia
Georgokosta told Socialist Worker,
“Every day we’re seeing people
lose their lives on the sea. This is
the only way we can let them cross
the border alive.
“In some weeks there are more
than 30,000 refugees in Lesvos—
that’s more than Mytilini’s population. The facility for refugees here
is tiny and the police are often violent, so it’s very difficult.

Severe

“But, perhaps because the situation
is so severe, the ordinary people
are almost all behind the migrants.
It’s difficult to find someone who
hasn’t donated things or volunteered to help them.
“But we need a political movement to get results.
“This demonstration was huge
for a small island. We marched to
the port where refugees were waiting for a boat and it was amazing.
“They were crying and saying
thank you. Hundreds of them
joined in, and chanted ‘freedom’
in Arabic.”
The threats to refugees’ lives
don’t end at the EU’s borders.
Refugees and supporters protested in Lancy, Switzerland, on
Thursday of last week, in solidarity with an Eritrean refugee who
attempted suicide after being
told he would
be deported.
Another
Eritrean
told the
crowd,
“ O n e
after the
other
we get
denied
asylum
Blocked by Fortress Europe a n d

REFUGEES ESCAPE a half-sunken catamaran carrying around 150 refugees across the Aegean sea

locked in bunkers, and some of us
fall into deep depression.”
And the inquest into the death
of Alois Dvorzac (see right) was a
shocking reminder of how brutal
Britain’s system for expelling
unwanted migrants can be.
Despite spinning the tiny
number of Syrians Britain is taking
in, the Tories are focusing on more
ways to keep or kick refugees out.
Immigration minister James
Brokenshire announced the latest
changes to immigration rules last
week, including “clarifying” how
refugee status can be withdrawn.
Anyone granted asylum can now
have it revoked if they are found
to have “used deception”, to “no
longer need protection”, to have
committed a serious crime or to
be a “danger to national security”.
It makes the ordeal of proving
they “deserve our protection and
all the benefits that come with that
status” an ongoing one.
The threat of deportation will
hang even over people who have
settled and built a life in Britain.
Other measures put further
controls on migrants who live and
work in Britain.
They all reinforce a system that
is killing the people it claims to be
helping.



On other pages...

Anger grows at Austria’s “minister
for razor wire” >>Page 15

Death is indictment of
cruel and brutal system
AN ILL 84 year old man
travelling through Britain
spent his last weeks being
jailed, shackled and humiliated
because of “Home Office
procedure”, an inquest heard
last week.
Canadian citizen Alois
Dvorzac was returning to his
native Slovenia in 2013, hoping
to track down his long lost
daughter before he died.
But officials at Gatwick
airport weren’t satisfied with
his travel plans. They detained
him at Harmondsworth
detention centre.

Tearful

Custody officer Vernon
Simmonds-Dunne told the
inquest that when told he was
to be deported to Canada,
Dvorzac “looked a bit tearful,”
and said, “I don’t have much
time. I need to see my family.”
Dvorzac suffered from
dementia, heart disease and
diabetes. He died after two
weeks from a heart attack in
Hillingdon hospital.
He was chained and

shackled to a custody officer
for five hours, until after he
had stopped breathing and
resuscitation attempts had
failed.
The inquest jury found that
Dvorzac died of natural causes.

Chained

Paramedic Ricardo Ambrosino
said nurses were shocked,
saying, “Wow, why is he
chained, why is he chained?”
He added, “I questioned it
as well and I was told it was
Home Office procedure. It was
unnecessary. He was a frail
person. He could barely walk.”
Prisons and probation
ombudsman Nigel Newcomen
released a report on Dvorzac’s
death last Friday.
He said, “It is a tragic
indictment of the system that
such a frail and vulnerable man
should have spent his final days
in prison-like conditions.”
Surround Yarl’s Wood detention
centre—Shut it down! Protest this
Saturday 7 November, 1.30pm, Yarl’s
Wood IRC, TwinWoods Business
Park, Thurleigh Road, MK44 1FD
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Just a
thought...

Attacks
ain’t great

Academics
back students

I AGREE with Alan
Cresswell-Laing (Letters,
31 October) that we are
“living in exciting times”.
But I disagree that the
Tories becoming more
vicious will automatically
help build resistance. They
create division and
undermine solidarity.
These attacks mean real
suffering. Austerity is
becoming a leading cause
of suicide in Britain.
This might seem a dire
counsel of misery, but we
can fight back. As Socialist
Worker put it, “We Can
Beat Them”—with the
solidarity of our class, with
strikes and disobedience.

Illustration: Tim Sanders

GREAT ARTICLE on
the student rebellion in
South Africa (Socialist
Worker, 31 October).
It was non-violent,
huge, and implemented
with an attitude of no
retreat, no surrender.
It should inspire
us all and it was also
supported by academics.
Gadija Da Costa
on Facebook

Trev Jones
Scunthorpe

Be repulsed
by poppies
EVERY NOVEMBER we are
subjected to our repulsive
rulers shedding crocodile
tears for the working class
women and men killed in
their wars.
The shocking toll of death
for the sake of British
imperial interests is indeed
something to mourn, but
even more reason to protest.
That’s why Jeremy
Corbyn’s decision to wear a
red poppy is a critical
mistake. He should refuse
to join in wearing an icon
invented to cover up the
horror of war under a
sheen of sentimentality and
pretended “national
interests”.
His decision shows the
pressure from the Labour
right to conform rather
than tell the truth about the
brutal world we live in. I
hope he changes his mind.

Nicola Field
South London

Why we’ll stay committed
to Palestine and the boycott
LAST WEEK the Guardian
newspaper published a statement
signed by 343 British academics
pledging not to cooperate with
Israeli academic institutions. By
Friday this list had risen to over
500.
The Commitment is motivated
by deep concern for Palestinians.
Recent events have provided, once
again, grim evidence of Israeli
intransigence.
The statement has re-opened
the debate on the strategy of
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS).
Boycotts have always played an
important role in the fight for
human rights. Thousands of
anti-racists demonstrated our
horror of apartheid in South Africa

Hypocrisy of racists
who back Blackman
FOR SEVERAL years the
Save Shaker Aamer
Campaign has held a vigil
every Wednesday in
Parliament Square.
Last week we arrived to
find a protest for Sergeant
Alexander Blackman,
serving life for the murder
of a wounded Taliban
fighter in Afghanistan.
The protest included a
fair contingent from the
racist English Defence
League and its former
leader Tommy Robinson.

We were subject to constant
provocation with racist and
Islamophobic overtones.
Blackman had pointed
his pistol at the prisoner’s
chest. He pulled the trigger
with the words, “Shuffle off
this mortal coil you c***.
It’s nothing you wouldn’t
do to us.”
Unlike Shaker, Blackman
was charged, tried in a
court of law, convicted and
given the right to appeal.

Patricia Sheerin
West London

through an international boycott.
Today our UCU union is seeking
to protest against Islamophobia in
education by boycotting the
government’s Prevent initiative.
The BDS movement began as a
response to calls from Palestinian
civil society groups in 2005.
They appealed for help to raise
awareness of the occupation of
Palestinian lands by the Israeli
state and its expansion of
settlements in Palestinian territory.
Young Palestinians are denied
education as schools, colleges and
universities are invaded or closed
for long periods of time.
And they face day-to-day
humiliation at the hands of the
Israeli state at the hundreds of
checkpoints which pepper the

West Bank. The BDS movement
calls for action against this
state-sanctioned violence.
Some people, such as authors
JK Rowling and Hilary Mantel,
claim that engagement and
dialogue with Israel is the best
way forward. But this only
legitimises the occupation.
Solidarity means engaging with
those resisting the Israeli state not
those who support it. We cannot
stand by while our colleagues in
Palestine face daily discrimination
and abuse.
We call on all trade unionists to
take the pledge to their own
organisations.

Dr Karen Evans and Dr Carlo Morelli
Signatories of the Commitment by UK
Scholars to the Rights of Palestinians

There were many other Mary Barbours
THERE’S A call to build a
statue to Mary Barbour,
one of the leaders of the
1915 Glasgow Rent Strike.
It’s a great idea to
commemorate the
working class women
who fought for council
housing—those who came
to be known as Mary
Barbour’s army (Letters,
31 October).
It’s also worth
celebrating Helen
Crawfurd, a key rebel of
the period but less
celebrated.
Both were members of

Independent
Labour Party
(ILP) and
campaigned
for better
housing
conditions
in the
pre-war
period.
Helen
was a
militant
suffragette. Jailed on four
occasions, she went on
hunger strike. But she
broke with leading
Suffragettes when they

backed the war.
She was an
anti-war campaigner
alongside John
Maclean, an ally of
the Clyde Workers’
Committee and
supporter of the
Bolshevik revolution.
Helen later broke
with the ILP to be a
founder member of
the British Communist
Party. She was a fighter
for women’s rights and a
revolutionary.

Dave Sherry
Glasgow
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Please even
the score
THE DAILY Mail
newspaper covered a
story about our late dad.
It would have had him
turning in his grave.
It was about the
Proclaimers backing his
granddaughter’s charity
walk—500 miles—in aid
of the Motor Neurone
Disease Association.
Dad despised the right
wing press. Having this
story covered in Socialist
Worker might return
some credibility.
James and Richard Grundy
Leeds

Let’s relegate
the Tories
AS THE skids under this
nasty, fragile government
increase, the Tories
should beware the speed
of demotion that Chelsea
football manager Jose
Morinho has suffered.
From the “Special
One” to the drop zone in
one year.
Nigel Coward
West London

Swindled out
of tax credits
THE ONLINE dictionary
says a scammer is a
“person who perpetrates
a scam; swindler”.
Cameron said before
the election he would not
cut tax credits.
He did and swindled
his way back into power.
David Aitcheson
by email

Rich lords
make me sick
THE SIGHT of Tory
millionaires, such as
Andrew Lloyd Webber,
scuttling over first class
to vote to cut tax credits
to low paid workers was
sickening.
Here’s hoping “Lady
Brady” joins her former
The Apprentice colleague
Lord Sugar and pisses off
to China.
Julie Hunt
North London
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Workers
are still
fighting
OVER 14,000 workers are on strike
at two of Egypt’s biggest textile
factories, Kafr al-Dawwar Textile
Company and the Misr Spinning
and Weaving Company in Mahalla
al-Kubra. They are demanding
bonuses promised by Sisi.
Mahalla has been the site of
mass strikes, most importantly in
2006 and 2008.
These were one of the
ingredients of the resistance to
Mubarak that finally exploded in
the January 2011 revolution.
Revolutionary Socialist Mostafa
Bassiouny spoke to Socialist
Worker about the latest action.
“The Mahalla workers’ action could
revive the workers’ movement,” he
said. “If their demand is met it will
affect many other workers.
“That’s why workers in other
factories, such as Kafr al-Dawwar

Egypt’s dictator Abdel Fattah el-Sisi is trying to hide his
bloody record with a major diplomatic tour—and David
Cameron is rolling out the red carpet to help him. But
el-Sisi is a killer who must be exposed, writes Judith Orr

A

MURDERER IS on the
loose and is travelling the world. Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi, Egypt’s
military backed president, wants to hide his
bloody record. And David Cameron
is helping by giving him the red carpet treatment.
Britain is just the former top general’s latest stop. He was welcomed
in Germany in June and Italy and
France in November 2014.
He met Greek prime minister
Alexis Tsipras in April and has also
been courted in Russia.
The US renewed its £841 million in
military aid to Egypt earlier this year.
The Campaign Against Arms Trade
estimates that British arms exports
to Egypt have gone up by over
3,000 percent this year. The value of
export licenses since August 2013 is
£56 million.
“It’s appalling,” Sameh Safi from
the Stop Sisi campaign in Britain told
Socialist Worker.

Torture

“Sisi has jailed over 40,000 people,
torture is rife and 3,400 people have
been killed since his regime came to
power. It was Sisi who designed the
so-called ‘virginity tests’ of women
protesters.”
Sisi is the personification of Egypt’s
counter-revolution.
He presides over a regime of
repression even more brutal than
the last years of Hosni Mubarak’s
dictatorship.
A mass popular revolution toppled the Western-backed Mubarak in
2011. Since then the state and ruling
class has fought to reassert its power.
Western powers have been forced
to adapt to the revolts from below in
a region they want to control.
They declare their commitment to
democracy but ally themselves with
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain despite

their crushing of political opposition.
The West supported the tyrant
Mubarak until the last moment.
David Cameron then claimed the
activists who had fought in Cairo’s
Tahrir Square “genuinely inspired”
him. Now he is welcoming their
butcher.
The Gulf regimes are bankrolling
Sisi’s counter-revolution, and he is
giving them value for money.

The 2011 uprising that still haunts el-Sisi.
He is desperate to prevent a new revolt

Palestine’s jailer
THE ISSUE of Palestine was
central to Egypt’s Revolution.
A new campaign for Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
has been launched in Cairo in the
face of Sisi’s propaganda.
He claims the Palestinians are
terrorists and are behind recent
bombings.
Even basic campaigning risks
imprisonment. Socialist Haitham
Mohamedain, who is part of the
BDS campaign, described the
difficulties.
He said, “The security services
have told printers to inform them
of anyone attempting to print
political materials. Activists face
arrest if they distribute leaflets.”
Students have tried to
demonstrate solidarity on
campuses. But Haitham
described the latest assaults on
acivtists in Cairo University.
He said, “A display of posters
was torn down.
“Men and women students
were beaten up on the orders of
the university president.”

A

LEADING member
of the Egyptian
Revolutionary
Socialists (RS) told
Socialist Worker, “Sisi
is offering a strong
army and stability.
“He is being feted in Europe
because he is saying that without him
Egypt could become another Syria,
except with a much larger population. He’s arguing that if his regime
collapsed there would be an even
greater surge of refugees into Europe.
“European politicians are buying
this.”
Sisi’s most bloody crime was the
mass murder of around 1,000 mainly
Muslim Brotherhood protesters at
Raba’a al-Adawiyya and al-Nahda
Squares in Cairo (see right).
No one in the government or security forces has been held to account.
The Muslim Brotherhood has faced
the harshest repression.
The military want to portray

‘‘

El Sisi is being
feted in Europe
because he offers
stability

‘There was blood everywhere—on
the dead, the dying and the injured’
Student Mahmoud Bondok was in Cairo’s Raba’a Square when el-Sisi’s forces
kiled 200 protesters. He gave Socialist Worker an eywitness account

‘I

WAS IN the sit-in at
Raba’a Square in Cairo
protesting against the
military coup in the
summer of 2013.
On 27 July security forces
attacked one part of the site. I
was woken up in my tent at 3am
by shouts for help.
My friends and I rushed to
the field hospital to get supplies
for those treating the injured.
There was blood everywhere,
and it filled with the dead, dying
and seriously injured.
That day I saw more than
200 protesters killed by the
security forces. Then on 14
August was the worst massacre
Egypt has experienced. Up to
1,000 were killed.

Snipers

I was woken up at 6am by a
military truck driving into the
site and firing tear gas. We fled
to find a hiding place under a
staircase. We could see snipers
on top of the roofs.
The security services roamed
around in black masks with
guns.
We were trapped with
nowhere to go, except further
into the square as the security
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forces came in closer.
We headed for the field
hospital. A guy beside us was
shot in the neck and fell to the
floor. We tried to help him but
the bullet had taken a piece out
of his neck. Protesters helped
take him away. I don’t know if
he survived.

Coughing

‘‘

HORRIFIC SCENES in the protesters’ field hospital	

A guy beside us
was shot and fell
to the floor. The
bullet took out a
piece of his neck

Picture: Mahmoud Bondok

PROTEST AT
EL SISI’S VISIT
Wednesday 4 November, 5pm,
Downing Street, central London
Backers include Egypt Solidarity Initiative,
Stop Sisi campaign, 6 April Movement,
Stop the War, Muslim Association of Britain,
Federation of Islamic Student Societies

More info at egyptsolidarityinitiative.org

We were coughing blood from
the tear gas.
The different sorts of gunfire
made it sound like a video game
or a movie. But this was real.
One of my friends, a teaching
assistant at the AUC university,
was helping in the hospital. He
was shot dead.
Some people in a building on
the side of the square opened a
door and shouted at us to come
in. Inside we found refuge with
40 to 50 others. Many were
injured and bleeding.
We stayed there until the next
night. When we came out onto
the square the camp had been
wrecked. We had survived, but
we were in shock.
The idea that David Cameron
has invited the person
responsible for these massacres
is morally disgusting.”

themselves as the saviours of the
revolution that the Brotherhood was
destroying.
Sisi has banned the Brotherhood,
imprisoned thousands of its members
and sentenced hundreds to death,
including former president Mohamed
Mursi.
Sisi has whipped up fear that the
Brotherhood is just like Isis and so
has to be smashed. The vast majority of liberal and left forces in Egypt
accept this.
The Revolutionary Socialists in
Egypt have stood out against the
repression of the Brotherhood, while
maintaining their criticism of Mursi’s
time in office.

T

HE RELENTLESS propaganda means that today
many of the minority
Coptic Christians see
Sisi as their protector
against the threat of the
Brotherhood. Yet Coptic Christians
were a central part of the revolution
in a unity forged in ferocious battles
with the military.
The security forces killed
28 people, mostly Copts, at the
Maspero television station in October
2011. This provoked an outpouring of
solidarity from across the revolutionary movement, which bridged sectarian divides.
But large sections of Egyptian society still feel that they’ve no stake in

‘‘

The opposition in
Britain resonated
immediately in
Egypt itself

Picture: Haitham Mohamadain
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Textile workers on strike in Mahalla last week

and the Suez Canal Engineering
Company, are joining the strike and
raising the same demand for the
10 percent bonus.
“The extremely low turnout of
the recent election is a sign that
the regime’s ability to convince
people about the need to rally
behind it is failing.
“While workers are mobilising
themselves for a strike to win
better wages, they can’t be
bothered to go and vote.”
“The current situation is putting
pressure on workers and the poor
to act.
“The pressure on working

El-Sisi meeting Greek prime minister
Alexis Tsipras earlier this year

40,000

people have been jailed
in Egypt since el-Sisi
seized power in 2013

3,400

people have so far
been killed by his
counter-revolution

175

repressive new laws
were passed with no
parliament

class people’s living standards is
unbearable, but the regime doesn’t
have any solutions.
“I think it is possible the Mahalla
workers could win.
“The fact that they are still on
strike and the fact that the action
has spread are themselves both a
kind of victory.
“However, the government
is very frightened of the
consequences of giving into the
strike’s demands and igniting the
workers’ movement again.
“But what is certain is that this
is the beginning of a movement
and not the end.”

the current regime. Parliamentary
elections last month saw the lowest
turnout of any since the 2011
revolution—26 percent across
14 governorates, compared to 59 percent in the 2011 elections.
Sisi brought in 175 new repressive
laws during the time he ruled without
a parliament. This truth about Sisi’s
record needs to be exposed.
Shadow chancellor John
McDonnell was among many politicians and activists who signed a letter
saying Sisi had “instituted a regime
of terror” and demanding the government’s invite be withdrawn.

Criticised

In August of this year Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn criticised the invite to
Sisi saying, “I would not have invited
Sisi to the UK because of my concerns
over the use of the death penalty in
Egypt and the treatment of people
who were part of the former government of Mursi, which was elected,
and the continued imprisonment of
President Mursi.”
Sameh told Socialist Worker, “MPs
were not even told details of his visit
in advance. Sisi is a head of state on
his first visit to Britain. The fact that
the details have been so secretive is
itself an admission of guilt.
“Would they be hiding the details if
Angela Merkel was coming?”
News of the planned anti-Sisi protests is having an impact in Egypt.
The Revolutionary Socialist told
Socialist Worker, “It’s very important
that there are protests against Sisi in
Britain.
“The fact that left and Labour MPs
have spoken out against it resonated
immediately in Egypt. Here people
are told that the only opposition to
Sisi is the Brotherhood.
“It has never been more important
to show solidarity with the Egyptian
Revolution, because it has never
before been this hard.”
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.We are for an end
to all forms of discrimination
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and file
movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16
or go to www.swp.org.uk
or phone 020 7840 5602 for
more information

WHAT’S ON
WORKER
{ SOCIALIST
PUBLIC MEETINGS }

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5656

LONDON: SOUTHWARK

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

Suffragettes—how did
women win the vote?
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
Camberwell Leisure Centre,
Room 2, Artichoke Place
(off Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS

MANCHESTER

Book launch: Marxism
and Women’s Liberation
With author Judith Orr
Wed 25 Nov, 7pm,
Friends meeting house,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
GLASGOW

WORKER
{ SOCIALIST
BRANCH MEETINGS }
Weekly meetings to discuss
political issues and our local
interventions. All welcome.
ABERDEEN

Trident—what do
socialists say?
Thu 12 Nov, 6pm,
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY

Crisis in Syria—how
can it be solved?
Thu 12 Nov, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BRADFORD

Crisis in Syria—how
can it be solved?
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Equity Centre,
Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU
BRIGHTON

How do we fight
Islamophobia today?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: NORTH

Is Bernie Sanders the US’ s
Jeremy Corbyn?
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
5th Floor,The Canteen,
Hamilton House,
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
BRISTOL: SOUTH

Lessons from
Chile 1973—reform,
revolution and reaction
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
YHA, Narrow Quay, BS1 4QA
CARDIFF

The Prevent Strategy—
institutional Islamophobia
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD

Human nature—are we
too selfish for socialism?
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD

How do we fight
Islamophobia today?
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library (enter
via Cafe Browser),
New Beetwell St, S40 1QL
COLCHESTER

The Prevent Strategy—
institutional Islamophobia
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
DERBY

Stalin and the counterrevolution in Russia
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next to
Britannia Mill), DE22 3BL
DONCASTER

Trident—what do
socialists say?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH

By any means necessary—
Malcolm X and the
fight against racism
Wed 18 Nov, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St, PO5 4EY

LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS

Trident—what do
socialists say?
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
Central United Reformed
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near
Crucible Theatre), S1 2JB

LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

Why we sell Socialist
Worker—the role of the
revolutionary paper
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

Can change come
through parliament?
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Oxford House, Derbyshire St
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

LIVERPOOL

The refugee crisis in
Europe—why we say
open the borders
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House
(next to Bluecoat Chambers),
22 School Lane, L1 3BT

How can Palestine
be free?
BIRMINGHAM:
CITY CENTRE
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
EDINBURGH
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria Terrace,
EH1 2JL

DUDLEY

Trident—what do
socialists say?
Wed 11 Nov, 8pm,
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge (town centre),
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE

Lessons from the 1917
Russian Revolution
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

HARLOW
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
NEWCASTLE
Thu 19, 7pm,
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ

LONDON: BRENT & HARROW

Rock Against Racism—when
music helped fight fascism
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON

EXETER

Is the media all powerful?
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (facing
Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

GLASGOW: NORTH

Cuts and ideology—the
Tory attack on education
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
Theatro Technis,
26 Crowndale Rd,
NW1 1TT

Why we need system change
to stop climate change
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St,
EX4 6AW
Women and the rent strike
Wed 25 Nov, 7.15pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe
86 Maryhill Rd (near
St. George’s Cross
Underground), G20 7QB
HUDDERSFIELD

Why we need system change
to stop climate change
Wed 11 Nov, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
KIRKCALDY

LONDON: CAMDEN

LONDON: EALING

The 1917 Russian
Revolution—lessons
for today
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St, Acton,
W3 6ND

WOLVERHAMPTON/
WALSALL
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Irish Mbassy,
Lichfield St,
Wolverhampton,
WV1 1EQ

Why we need system change
to stop climate change
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON

Is the media all powerful?
Wed 18 Nov, 7pm,
Chorlton Library (side door),
Manchester Rd, M21 9PN
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT
AND LEVENSHULME

How we beat anti-union
laws in the past—how
can we do it today?
Wed 18 Nov, 7.30pm,
Food Factory,
884 Stockport Rd, M19 3BN
MEDWAY

Why we celebrate the
1917 Russian Revolution
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Nucleus Arts Centre,
Conference Room,
272 High St, Chatham,
ME4 4BP
LONDON: HACKNEY

Can Corbynomics work?
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON

Marxism and women’s
liberation
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM

Education and
Islamophobia—how do we
stop the Prevent strategy?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM

Fortress Europe—the
war on migrants
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

PORTSMOUTH

LONDON:TOTTENHAM

The Black Panthers—
vanguard of the revolution
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe,
410 Tottenham High Rd,
N17 9JB

One year from the
independence referendum—
is it time for another one?
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St, G42 7RA

POOLE

Russia, Isis and the
Arab revolution
Mon 16 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Blue Boar pub (near
multi storey car park),
29 Market Close, BH15 1NE

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE

SOUTHAMPTON

SWANSEA

Suffragettes—how did
women win the vote?
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
TELFORD

From coal mines to call
centres—how has the
working class changed?
Thu 26 Nov, 7.30pm,
Oddfellows Arms,
65 High St,Wellington,
TF1 1JT
WIGAN

Marxism and ecology
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm,
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite
Wigan Post Office),WN1 1LD
YORK

NORTHAMPTON

Why we need system change
to stop climate change
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
The Lab, 95-97 Charles St,
NN1 3BG
NORWICH

Suffragettes—how did
women win the vote?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{

Mental illness—a
disorder of capitalism
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA

MOVEMENT
EVENTS

DORCHESTER

NOTTINGHAM

Why do we say that
capitalism contains the
seeds of its own destruction?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
International Community
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

Disability rights and the
struggle for equality
Sat 7 Nov, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club (opposite
County Hall),Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists

OXFORD

What do we mean by class?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way
(off Cowley Rd), OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH

How do we fight for
women’s liberation today?
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email
enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 42184,
London SW8 2WD

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Lessons from the 1917
Russian Revolution
Mon 7 Dec, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s pub,
297 High St, KY1 1JL
LANCASTER

Syria in crisis—how
can it be solved?
Thu 12 Nov, 7.15pm,
Friends Meeting House
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE

The revolutionary
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm,
The Swarthmore
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

}

£9 .99

£13 .99

£7 .99

£9 .99

£3
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Bleak, dramatic production
relives the barbaric 1970s
A new play staged in a derelict building offers a powerful take on alienation
and racism—and is eerily reminiscent of today, writes Antony Hamilton
DIRECTOR BILL Buckhurst’s revival
of Barbarians is an intimate and
intense play about three young lads
from south east London.
The year is 1976. Punk has just
burst onto the music scene, unemployment is rocketing, and the Nazi
National Front (NF) is on the rise.
You’re—quite literally—placed
right in the middle of this turmoil.
To set the scene, you’re led up three
floors in the derelict St Martins
School of Art.
The building feels as if it’s been
an anarchist squat, with directions
to the toilets to graffiti slogans from
the time spray-painted on the walls.
It’s where punk band Sex Pistols
played their first gig in 1977.
Barbarians’ first scene takes place
in a cold and grimy classroom setting.

Marginalised

Paul (Thomas Coombes), Jan (Jake
Davies) and Louis (Josh Williams)
are unemployed and marginalised. Doing a headstand Jan quips,
“England makes more sense upside
down.”
The actors jump up on tables and
interact with the audience. They complain about the dole and how they’ll
find a left hand drive Rover 3500 to
steal for Paul’s cousin.
The jovial and naive mood feels
real and easy to relate to.
Then they burst in waving batons
and shepherd the audience into the
next room.
Suddenly we’re outside Wembley
Stadium, and Manchester United are
playing Southampton in the FA Cup
Final.
The group is left outside in the
hope of touting a ticket. While it
reflects the anger against big football

IMANI VOL 1
Blackalicious
OGM Recordings

HIP HOP’S most dexterous
MC Imani and his
producer—and their band
Blackalicious—are back
after a ten-year break.
With much
contemporary rap still
obsessing with celebrity,
wealth, and squabbles—
real and imagined—it’s
great to be reminded of
better times.
There’s a danger that
any group out of action for

EXHIBITION
BURDEN OF PROOF: THE
CONSTRUCTION OF VISUAL
EVIDENCE
The Photographers’ Gallery,
London W1F 7LW.
Until 10 January
Free entry before 12 noon
Advanced booking online—
adults £2.50 and concessions
£2.00
thephotographersgallery.org.uk

THIS EXHIBITION looks
at how photography has
been used during criminal
investigations.
It takes 11 case studies
from the 1880s to the
present day.
The first looks at when
“metric” photography of
crime scenes was first

Murder of Monsieur Canon,
December 1914

‘WE WON’T be ignored’—the trio try to get tickets at Wembley

clubs, it’s about much more. “No
one will ignore us—we will not be
ignored,” screams Paul.
The anger and tension builds until
Paul brandishes a knife against Louis.
The trio are eventually torn apart
in the final scene.
Louis has turned to the black community and work, where he won’t be
racially abused. Meanwhile, Paul has
drifted into hooliganism and the NF.
Jan’s joined the army for job security.
It’s Notting Hill Carnival and Paul

and Jan are waiting on dates from a
newspaper ad before Jan is shipped
out to Northern Ireland.
He is skittish and can’t relax about
snipers—all the while Paul is just
bothered about “shagging a black
bint”.
The tension in the room builds as
the play nears its conclusion.
Jan reaches a point of desperation
after an emotional speech, where
he draws on his broken childhood
and mother’s suicide. Paul has been

Picture: Cesare De Giglio

brutally attacking Louis in an orgy of
racist violence.
The climax is tense, offering no
relief. It is a devastating consequence
of a broken society.
This was Britain in 1976—but it
draws many similarities with today.
Barbarians
Former Central St Martins School of Art
111 Charing Cross Road,
London WC2H 0EB.
Tickets from £11.50
Initial run until 7 Nov

Blackalicious—fresh sound with a social conscience
MUSIC
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that long will just try to
pick up where they left off.
Thankfully, that’s not
the case with Imani.
A highly creative use of
samples and band mean
the sound is fresh.
Sometimes tracks are
dominated by hard beats,
others by a solo violin
mixed with roots reggae,
or some weird 1960s
psychedelia.
You’re never quite sure
of what will come next.
Blackalicious are
socially conscious, but
don’t take themselves too
seriously.
So in Blacka, they list

MC Gift of Gab

all the things that they are
blacker than.
It’s an exhaustive
list, including the Black
Panthers and midnight in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
The rap style

throughout is reminiscent
of their decade-old hit
Alphabet Aerobics.
MC Gift of Gab
delivered a relentless
stream of rhyming words
from A to Z, while always
increasing the tempo.
But sometimes the
mood is contemplative
and occasionally a little
soppy.
Let’s grant Gift of Gab
this indulgence. Making
this album has been his
way of coping since his
diabetes-related kidney
failure in 2012.
The concluding track,
Imani, lists the pressures

building up among
the millions of black
Americans forced to live in
ghettos.
It concludes with the
need to “have faith”.
The sentiment reminded
me of “My People, hold
on”, a song by former
Temptations singer Eddie
Kendricks.
Written at the close of
the Civil Rights Movement,
it was a rallying cry for
those who had dedicated
themselves to resistance.
It’s sad that so many
will find that sentiment
relevant again today.
Yuri Prasad

introduced.
It doesn’t just focus on
individual murders, but looks
at war crimes too.
The final case study is a
reconstruction of a drone
attack in Pakistan in 2012,
which used digital and
satellite technologies.
This exhibition contains
images that some viewers
might find disturbing.

TOP 5 BOOKS

Great reads at Bookmarks,
the socialist Bookshop

1

 arxism and Women’s
M
Liberation
Judith Orr

2

 Rebel’s Guide to
A
Eleanor Marx
Siobhan Brown

3

Don’t Tell the Children

4

Syriza: Inside the
Labyrinth
(Left Book Club)

Michael Rosen

Kevin Ovenden

5

The Labour Party—a
Marxist History
Tony Cliff and
Donny Gluckstein

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop
at 1 Bloomsbury Street,
London WC1B 3QE
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WHAT TRIGGERED the
revolts, and what was the
court’s verdict on these
events?
At 6.12pm on 27 October
2005 in Clichy-sous-Bois
on the outskirts of Paris,
Bouna Traore and Zyed
Benna died from a 20,000
Volt electric shock.
They were aged 15 and
17 respectively.
Their friend Muhittin
was seriously injured. For
several minutes their estate
Chene Pointu was plunged
into darkness.
The friends had just left
a football stadium, ball in
hand, to escape an identity
check. The police chased
them and they went into an
electric substation.
The words of an officer
in the police control centre
resound like a death
sentence—“If they go in the
substation I don’t fancy their
chances”. The police left the
scene without calling for
help.
Yet in the officers’ trial
this year, the court found
that they hadn’t been
aware of a “certain and
imminent danger”. They
were exonerated. As far
as the justice system was
concerned, there had been no
victims.
Leaving the court, Zyed’s
brother Adel said, “The police
are untouchable”.
The revolts in poor suburbs
have always been linked
to young people’s deaths
involving the police. And the
justice system has always
taken the police officers’ side.
How did the authorities
respond to the revolt?
Initially they denied the facts.
Then-interior minister Nicolas
Sarkozy and prime minister
Dominique de Villepin said the
next day that the police hadn’t
chased Zyed and Bouna.
From the evening of the
young men’s deaths, violent
police repression lit the fuse of
the powder keg of poverty and
contempt.
So did a grenade thrown
toward the Clichy-sous-Bois
mosque—then in the middle of
Ramadan.
The flames of revolt spread
to more than 200 towns.
Many politicians,
intellectuals and journalists
sought to recast the questions
of racism and poverty in terms
of the rioters’ ethnicity.
For author Alain
Finkielkraut, “These aren’t
poor people, they are
Muslims”. For Gerard Larcher,
then minister in charge of
employment, the problem had
to be something to do with
polygamy!
Villepin declared a state
of emergency using a law
from 1955—as France began
its war against Algerian
independence—and last used
in 1984 in the colony Kanaky
(New Caledonia).
This repression gave
political expression to the way
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systematic and structural
character of state racism.
After three weeks no one
could ignore the political
dimension.
Of course we can always
find limits to actions such
as setting fire to a bin or
throwing a stone—or tearing
off a boss’s shirt like the Air
France workers.
But these are the expression
of legitimate counter-violence,
and the start of an emerging
consciousness of collective
power.
So it’s more useful to ask
about the limits of the political
support brought to this kind of
fightback. Those in power do
all they can ideologically and
materially to isolate them. So
far, they have succeeded.

THREE WEEKS of rioting shook

the poor suburbs of French cities

in November 2005

FLAMES OF
REVOLT IN
FRANCE
Riots against police repression swept France’s suburbs ten
years ago. Omar Slaouti, an activist in Argenteuil near
Paris, talks about their roots, politics and legacy

Omar Slaouti

the people who lived in poor
suburbs were seen.
The suburbs became
laboratories for finding ways
to break any forms of social
struggle.
As such, we need to
legitimise and articulate every
form of counter-violence.
As for Clichy-sous-Bois,
a tramway was meant to be
built in 2005 to open up the
town and improve routes to
employment. It has now been
put off until 2018.

‘‘

Politicians
treated poor
people in the
suburbs as an
‘enemy within’

What were the forms, the
dynamics and the limits of
these revolts?
They were first and foremost
about people getting up and
insisting on their dignity—
“Our lives are worth as much
as yours!” “Our deaths are
your problem!”
They put the people in the
estates in conflict with the
police—and only the police.
The way they spread across
the whole of France—and
its colonies—exposed the

How did the different forces
of the workers’ movement
respond to the revolt?
The Revolutionary Communist
League—forerunner of
today’s New Anticapitalist
Party (NPA)—called on
people to defy a curfew. The
Communist Party and Greens
also opposed it.
The leadership of the
Labour-type Socialist Party
asked the Tory government
only how high they should
jump.
The radical left was
largely absent in these areas
and at the tribunals, where
526 people were summarily
judged—422 of them jailed.
This absence speaks
volumes about the radical
left’s disconnect from whole
sections of the population.
However a few months
earlier these areas returned
a massive No vote—which
the left had called for—in a
referendum on a European
Union treaty.
And a few months later
the college students of these
areas would be among almost
three million protesters against
the CPE youth employment
law.
Organisations whose politics
are built on equality need to
reset their software.
They need to understand
that the specific struggles
against structural police
violence and against racist,
Islamophobic or anti-Roma
discrimination are central, not
secondary.
They must accept the selforganisation of these struggles,
as a condition for recognising
the oppressed as a political
subject.
Why does police violence
play such an important role?
The past 30 years have seen
a near constant push for “law
and order”. New security laws
were passed in 1981, 1986,
1991, 1993, 1997, 2001 and
then no less than three a year
from 2002 to 2008.
Each has curtailed
everyone’s freedom.
But several made the
inhabitants of poor suburbs a
particular “enemy within”. So
did politicians’ speeches. On

20 June 2005 Sarkozy gave
a speech in one well-known
estate, saying he wanted to
“clean it out with a power
hose”. On 25 October 2005 he
spoke in Argenteuil and used
the term “rabble”.
It was two days later that
Clichy-sous-Bois exploded.
Politicians and much of the
media conjure up a fantasy
of the Black, the Arab, the
Muslim, the Roma, and
generally the inhabitants of
the suburbs.
They dream up values that
they attribute to them, and
accord themselves so-called
Western values.
All that remains is for them
to put these in a hierarchy,
and to make the clash of
civilisations a self-fulfilling
prophecy.
Current prime minister
Manuel Valls leads the way.
He’s at war both inside and
outside the borders that are
so dear to him, with the same
racist and neocolonial rhetoric.
He appealed against a court
ruling condemning racial
profiling in police checks. This
is the political justification for
the racist policies at work in
this country.
This injunction to think
of the world through these
categories is a plan for
ideological adjustment.
It aims to divide those who
have every reason to unite—
and to unite those who have
every reason to fight each
other.
Meanwhile we are paying
for their crisis. Year after year
inequality widens. And in the
suburbs one person in three
lives below the poverty line.
Muslims in France face
more discrimination at work
than black people do in the
US, according to a recent
study commissioned by the
Montaigne Institute.
What has changed for the
movement in the suburbs
and the struggle against
police violence?
These revolts stand in a
long history of struggles by
migrants—from the Arab
Workers’ Movement of the
1970s through protests, strikes
and riots. These struggles
shaped the political terrain—
unfortunately for those
dogmatists who only see real
struggle in the workplace.
Part of this history is
an experience of struggles
being swallowed up by social
democracy, of being denied or

READ MORE
Go to our website
for extensive archive
coverage of the riots

lFrance: Rage of the poor
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/7561/F
lAn uprising of the poor
in the heart of Europe
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/7598/F
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EYEWITNESS
AUSTRIA

The government puts up
fences while children freeze
Anger is growing at
the Austria’s “razor
wire minister” as
winter deepens the
plight of refugees,
reports David Albrich

A tribute to Zyed
and Bouna, killed
fleeing police in
Clichy-sous-Bois
(top), Minister
Nicolas Sarkozy
visits a well-known
estate to call for
“cleaning it out
with a power
hose” (above), cop
in Clichy (below)

l“All the state offers us
now is repression”
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/7599/A
lCrisis deepens
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/7600/C
lThe roots of the revolt
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/7601/R

hijacked. So for the emerging
new generation of activists,
the independence of their
struggles is fundamental.
This is the framework of last
Saturday’s March for Dignity
and Against Racism. It brought
together veterans of the 1983
March for Equality and Against
Racism with more recent
campaigns against police
violence.
This initiative aimed to be
a march of the victims of state
racism, a march of all those
who fight for real equal rights.
The objective isn’t to regain
our dignity. Unlike those who
rule us, we never lost ours.
Omar is a member of the
Campaign for Ali Ziri, who died in
police custody in 2009. Interview
by l’Anticapitaliste, newspaper of
the NPA. Translated and edited by
Socialist Worker

AUSTRIA BECAME the latest
European country to say it
would build a fence along
part of its border last week.
At the same time children
in the border town of
Spielfeld sleep in cardboard
boxes and on bare soil
with temperatures around
freezing. Refugees had to
burn extra clothes and sheets
to keep warm at night.
The government is
expecting up to 14,000
refugees to come to Austria
daily from Slovenia to the
south, and is worried that
Germany could close its
border to the north.
Two months ago refugees
and their supporters tore
down the walls and forced
the governments to open their
borders.
Then Austrian chancellor
Werner Faymann criticised
Hungarian prime minister
Viktor Orban for using razor
wires against refugees. He
said, “To think that you can
solve something with a fence,
I believe this is wrong.”
He even compared the
deportation of refugees into
Hungarian camps with the
deportation of Jews and
others to concentration camps
in the Holocaust. Now comes
a complete U-turn.
Interior minister Johanna
Mikl-Leitner has called for a
“Fortress Europe” to be built,
saying this also means raising
fences. The government
wants to hire 2,000 more
cops to secure the border.
People are fed up with
the complete inability of the
government to deal with
the refugee influx. Some
73 percent of people think the
government cannot work out
any plan for the refugees.
This anger is partly
reflected in massive gains
for the fascist Freedom Party
(FPO). It got 31 percent in
the recent local elections in
the capital Vienna.
FPO leader Heinz-Christian
Strache wants to build a

REFUGEES AT the Austrian border town Spielfeld

BACK STORY

Border closures in southern
and eastern Europe have
made Austria’s border
with Slovenia a key hub for
refugees heading north

fence all around Austria. FPO
politicians want to deport
refugees with military aircraft
and say refugees should stay
in Muslim countries like
Turkey to “live with their
fellow believers”.
On the other hand,
volunteers are replacing the
government in caring for
refugees, welcoming them at
the borders and train stations.
Car convoys with relief aid
such as food, water, clothes
and medicine are seen on a
daily basis at the borders.

‘‘

Refugees had to
burn extra
clothes and
sheets to keep
warm at night

They are furious at the
government’s hypocrisy.
Anti-racist activist Olga
said, “The government can’t
seem to provide decent
accommodation for people
who have fled for their lives,
but it can raise funds for
building fences and hiring
police officers.”
The planned fence at
the concerned section of
the border will waste up to
£215 million. This is about
as much as the government
is spending on 50,000
refugees waiting for asylum.
Fencing off the whole border
to Slovenia would cost
£1.1 billion.
Since the huge pro-refugee
protests on 3 October—with
70,000 people taking to the
streets and 150,000 joining a
solidarity concert—the
pro-refugee movement is
growing stronger.
In Spielfeld police were
forced several times to
remove barricades to relieve
pressure, allowing hundreds
of people to spill into the
surrounding area. In the
nearby city of Graz, refugees
and supporters marched for
swifter asylum proceedings
and faster family reunions.
The movement demands
the resignation “razor-wire
minister” Mikl-Leitner.
On Saturday of next week
activists aim to lay siege to
her ministry, and are calling
for international protests for
open borders.
David Albrich is a leading
member of the Socialist
Workers’ Party’s sister
organisation Neue Linkswende
and coordinator of the Platform
for a humane asylum policy
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Exposed: the system that
abandons abuse victims
We’re often told child sexual abuse is mainly carried out by ‘grooming gangs’.
But, as Sadie Robinson found out, the real problem lies elsewhere in society
THERE is a dire lack of support
and services available for
adult survivors of child sexual abuse
(CSA).
That’s the finding of a new report
from the University Campus Suffolk
and the Survivors in Transition
charity.
The report was based on a survey
of 395 adult survivors. More than
half said that when they built up the
courage to approach A&Es or social
services, they were not believed, listened to or respected.
The report found that most survivors, 70 percent, were abused within
their family or extended family. It
also noted that survivors are more
likely to be women.
It said, “Abuse by adults outside
family networks is not typical.” The
research highlights “the inaccuracy
of linking most abuse with ‘stranger
danger’”.
People suffered abuse on average
for seven years.
The vast majority didn’t report it to
police. And it took an average of 12
years for survivors to receive support.
Most survivors said the service they
found most helpful was counselling
and psychotherapy. Some 57 percent
of those surveyed said they would
like more of these services. Yet this is
woefully underfunded.
As one survivor put it, “I had
to wait two and a half years to get
dynamic psychotherapy because of
staff shortages and waiting lists.”
Another said they only received
therapy “through feeling suicidal and
in desperation”.
The report condemned “insufficient free-at-point-of-use provision,

MOST OF the survivors interviewed were abused within the family

long waiting lists for too brief counselling programmes and limited options
in terms of therapeutic techniques”.
Politicians like to wave away criticisms of past failings by claiming they
are now taking the issue seriously.
Yet the report found that services
have not improved over time.
The authors noted that the government has provided a new victims’
fund of £5 million for organisations
to support survivors. But the report

said, “While increased funding in a
period of austerity appears positive,
this £5m needs to be viewed in the
context of the anticipated cost of the
Independent Inquiry, which could be
in excess of £260m.”
Researchers noted that high profile
abuse scandals, such as that involving
Jimmy Savile, may have encouraged
more victims to come forward.
But they warned that inadequate
services could put people off. “There

Graphic: UCS and Survivors in Transition

is some evidence that a poor service
experience can represent a barrier to
further service use,” they wrote.
Several survivors described stressful or traumatic experiences when
trying to get help.
One said, “Statutory agencies have
no understanding, no empathy and
you are treated as a target or a tick
box instead of a real person.”

NEARLY 79 percent
of those interviewed
for the report were
under 11 when they were
first abused.
Many of those
included in the report,
42 percent, didn’t
receive support until
long after disclosure.

Many found negative
attitudes as adults too.
As one survivor put it,
“It took my whole adult
life to find a service
that listened to me.”
Another said, “I was
not believed. I stopped
expecting anybody
to believe me.
“Only when I had a
complete breakdown
did I feel somebody
was finally listening.”
As well as asking
questions, researchers
gave victims space to
talk more generally
about their experiences

of accessing support.
The report said,
“The strongest single
theme was the problem
of restricted access
to counselling and
psychotherapy.”

Anxiety

Abuse has a longlasting impact.
One victim described
suffering mental health
problems including
anxiety and depression
“on and off over the
last 35 years”.
This is because, as
they put it, “The abuse

ONLY 30 percent
of survivors
questioned said they
had reported the abuse
to police. When it was
reported, nearly two
thirds of the alleged
perpetrators were not
prosecuted.
The report said, “Even
among CSA survivors
who have disclosed
and accessed support
services, almost
90 percent have not
seen their abusers
brought to justice.”
Some 37 percent did
not think police believed
them.

Download the report at bit.ly/1SbiNC8

‘I fell through the net’—how survivors are ignored
MANY SURVIVORS
said they felt ignored
when they were abused as
children.
One said, “People didn’t
listen. Abuse was hidden
and not talked about.”
Another said, “I
displayed all the signs in
childhood and teenage
life particularly at school
but not one noticed,
or did anything.
“I fell through
society’s net.”
One victim felt they
were “written off as
delinquent” because
of their behaviour.

The long wait
for support

Let down by
the police

Recieve

I suffered as a child has
never been addressed.”
Survivors need
sustained support—
but the government has
failed to fund services
to provide this.
One survivor said,
“What next after
therapy? I feel so alone
and abandoned.
“I feel ready for
some group therapy but
there’s none available.”
Victims spoke of feeling
“fobbed off” with short
term, relatively cheap
forms of therapy.
Several said they only

received help when
they felt suicidal—and
even then it didn’t last
long enough to make
a real difference.
“I went to the GP
when I was in crisis and
had to wait a year for
around ten sessions,”
explained one victim.
For some the lack of
care for victims reflects
a deeper problem. The
lack of “a society where
it’s ok to disclose abuse,
accepts how prevalent
abuse is, that meets
disclosures with kindness,
compassion and belief”.
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Tories slash
support funds
SERVICES for
abuse victims are
being slashed despite
the fact that more are
asking for help.
The Ministry of
Justice funded Survivors
UK, a charity for male
abuse victims, with
£70,000 a year for the
past four years.
But now funding is
the responsibility of Tory
London mayor Boris
Johnson.
He has axed it
altogether.

18

Socialist Worker 

7 November 2015

IN BRIEF

REPORTS
WOMEN’S LIBERATION

POSTAL WORKERS

Day of action for
Fast Food Rights

centre, London W12 7GF. For
more info go to fastfoodrights.
wordpress.com or Fast Food
Rights Facebook page

Students demand
end to grant cuts
STUDENTS WERE set to join
a national demonstration in
central London on Wednesday
of this week against the
scrapping of Maintenance
Grants.
The march was called
by the National Campaign
against Fees and Cuts and
supported by the Student
Assembly Against Austerity.
lAssemble 12 noon, Malet
Street, WC1E 7HY

Anti-racists in Kent
plan new actions
ACTIVISTS ARE planning a
series of events along the
Kent coast.
These include a Love Music
Hate Racism gig and a rally in
solidarity with migrants and
refugees on both sides of the
channel.
Jon Flaig

Middlesbrough is
with Palestine
SOME 80 people attended
a march in solidarity with
Palestine in Middlesbrough
last Saturday.
Labour MP Andy McDonald
spoke, but his support for a
two-state solution didn’t seem
to fit with the majority of
people on the march.
March organiser Shabana
Kosar insisted on support for
all Palestinians.
Shabana said, “If
somebody attacks my house,
I will not stand still, I will
resist”.
Nader Alhussein

High Court quashes
protest injunction
A HIGH Court judge has
overturned an injunction
preventing protests outside
an Israeli arms factory in
Shenstone, Staffordshire.
It had restricted protests
within 50 metres of the
UAV Engines Limited factory.
The factory is owned by
the Israeli company Elbit.
But at an appeal hearing
on Tuesday of last week,
Judge Purle, who originally
granted the injunction,
repealed it.
And, in a ruling that has
far-reaching consequences,
she declared the injunction
had been “dismissed ab
initio”—as if it never existed.

Picture: Guy Smallman

THE FAST Food Rights
campaign was set to hold a
day of action on Tuesday of
next week in solidarity with
striking fast food workers in
the US.
The day of action is set
to coincide with a planned
strike by US workers. They
are demanding $15 dollars an
hour and the right to organise
in a union.
l6pm at Westfield shopping

Red letter day in Plymouth

A protest on Saturday of last week outside the Jack the Ripper Musuem in east London.
The museum had invited people to take selfies with the women murder victims

EDUCATION

FE strike needs to be
launchpad for action

AN UNOFFICIAL walkout by
postal workers in Plymouth
on Monday of last week has
beaten back bosses’ attempts
to bring in agency workers.
Some 100 CWU union
members at the West
Park delivery office
walked out unofficially.
Another 100 workers
at the neighbouring
North Central office
struck in solidarity—
affecting deliveries in four
Plymouth post codes.
Workers at West Park
had felt for a long time that
staffing levels and hours
available were too low.
But bosses had ignored
calls to give part time
workers full time contracts,
take on more staff or
give more overtime.
When workers found
management had brought in

six agency workers on less
pay instead, they walked out.
Bosses have now agreed
to offer more hours to part
time staff and overtime
before bringing in agencies.
The move to bring in
agency workers breached
the Agenda for Growth deal
signed by Royal Mail and the
CWU after privatisation.
It included a no-strike
agreement until 2019.
But the walkout has
shown that unofficial action
can win. CWU rep Ali Sinclair
said, “Royal Mail said
they would not be held to
ransom by the union—today
we’ve got an agreement.
“This proves that strong
union organisation and
local strikes can win.”
Nick Clark
lFor last week’s online report
go to bit.ly/1RK8fsX

UNITED FAMILIES AND FRIENDS

And English for Speakers
of Other Languages (Esol)
courses have been cut for
16,000 students who receive
Job Seeker’s Allowance.
Bosses across England are
announcing job cuts. Graham
said, “Further education is
under massive pressure. We
need to make sure we’re united
and fighting back.”
There is potential to build
widespread support for college
strikes. As Lynne explained,
“There’s lots of solidarity.
Greenwich and Bexley TUC is
organising support from the
PCS, Unison, FBU, CWU, Unite
and NUT unions.”
Strikers plan to march on
the Department of Business,
Innovation and Skills in central
London on the strike day.
Trade unionists should join
their picket lines and march.

SOME 200 people joined the
United Family and Friends
Campaign procession in
central London last Saturday.
The annual march
remembers those who have
died at the hands of the state
—and brings together the
different justice campaigns.
This year US campaigner
Cephus “Uncle Bobby”
Johnson joined
the procession.

EDUCATION ROUND-UP

UCU ELECTIONS

ANTI-FASCISM

Lecturers fight job cuts

NOMINATIONS ARE open
for seats on the UCU union’s
national executive committee
(NEC) and for UCU national
officer. The UCU Left, which
Socialist Worker supporters
are part of, aims to stand
several candidates.
UCU Left wants to see
a campaigning union that
will fight to defend workers’
jobs, pay, conditions and
education.
Nominations end on
Thursday of next week and
ballots will take place next
February.

Mobilise to stop the EDL

by SADIE ROBINSON
UCU UNION members in
colleges across England
were set to strike on
Tuesday of next week.
Strikers want a pay rise of
£1 an hour for all—and hope
the action can help defend
education too.
Richard McEwan is a
lecturer at Tower Hamlets
College in east London.
He told Socialist Worker,
“When we’re on strike we’ll be
thinking of the lost generation
who are being denied jobs and
education because of funding
cuts.
“There is a crisis in further
education and we need a mass
campaign on this.”
College bosses have
recommended a pay freeze

lUCU union members at the
University of Manchester are
balloting for strikes to save
jobs. Bosses want to make
68 redundancies from a pool
of 219 workers.
The ballot ends on
20 November.
lA ballot for strikes of UCU
union members in the Open
University (OU) was set to
end on Thursday of this
week. OU bosses want to

for 2015/16. But nearly 74
percent of those voting backed
strikes in a recent ballot.
UCU general secretary Sally
Hunt told Socialist Worker,
“Members who voted gave a
clear mandate for strikes.”
Lynne Chamberlain, a UCU
member at Greenwich College
in south London, said, “People
are up for the strike, and want
to see more strikes after it.”

Springboard

Graham Mustin, a lecturer
at Barnsley College in
South Yorkshire, said, “The
important thing is that this is a
springboard for further action.
“We need to build on next
week’s walkout.”
The attack on pay is part
of a bigger assault. The Tories
announced a 24 percent cut to
adult education in February.

close seven centres across
England, putting 500 jobs
at risk.
lA special one-day
conference of the EIS Fela
further education (FE)
union to debate how to win
equal pay across Scotland’s
colleges will be held on
Friday of next week in
Glasgow.
lLonger on

socialistworker.co.uk

NUT UNION

Teachers’ march blocks road in London
OVER 100 supply teachers
blocked Tottenham Court
Road in central London on
Wednesday of last week.
After a brief protest
at their NUT union’s
headquarters, they marched
on supply agency Protocol.
Teachers handed out
leaflets to the public,
then blocked the road

outside the office.
They are angry that
agencies pay supply
teachers lower pay rates.
Dave Gilchrist
nTeachers at St Wilfrid’s
Catholic High School in
Featherstone, west Yorkshire,
struck on Tuesday of this
week over “leadership and

management issues”.
lMore at socialistworker.co.uk
nBallot papers are out
for the election of senior
and junior vice presidents
in the NUT teachers’
union. Socialist Worker is
supporting left candidates
Kiri Tunks and Louise Regan.
lMore at socialistworker.co.uk

Uncle Bobby is the uncle
of Oscar Grant, who police
shot in Fruitvale, Oakland,
in 2009. He said, “I’ve been
asked this question, ‘why
come and stand with United
Families and Friends?’
“A black life murdered
in Oakland is no different
from a black life murdered
in London. Black lives mater
everywhere.”

lMore at socialistworker.co.uk

LGBT
AROUND 30 people joined a
protest outside the Ministry
of Justice (MoJ) in central
London on Friday of last
week. They were demanding
that transgender woman
Tara Hudson be moved to a
women’s prison.
Protests also took place

ANTI-RACISTS are
preparing to march
against the racist English
Defence League (EDL) in
Bradford, west Yorkshire,
on Saturday 14 November.
The EDL has has seized
on a local child sexual
exploitation case to try and
whip up Islamophobia.
Unite Against Fascism
(UAF) has called the

in Bath and Bristol, where
Tara was being held in an
all-male prison.
The MoJ relented under
pressure and moved Tara
to a women’s prison on the
same day.
Sue Caldwell
lMore at socialistworker.co.uk

counter-protest.
Weyman Bennett, joint
national secretary of UAF,
told Socialist Worker, “The
EDL wants to emulate
the Nazis on mainland
Europe who are burning
down refugee hostels.
“It’s imperative that
we don’t allow the EDL or
any fascist group to grow
and pose a real threat.”

MARXISM IN SCOTLAND
MORE THAN 200 people
attended the Marxism in
Scotland conference in
Glasgow on Saturday of last
week.
FE student Grant told
Socialist Worker, “It was
brilliant. I can take a lot of
ideas and arguments away to
build struggle and solidarity
on my campus.”
People debated the
struggle against austerity
and racism.
They also debated how
to build a united left in

Scotland.
Alexandra Kriti, from the
Greek Socialist Workers
Party, spoke at the opening
plenary. He said that any
attempt to build the left
alternative had to learn from
Syriza’s mistakes.
And at a meeting on the
refugee crisis, Glasgow
campaigner Margaret Woods
argued, “Barbed wire fences
are being put up to stop
refugees. We are seeing
Fortress Europe emerge.”
Andrew Draffen

Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
COUNCIL WORKERS

STRIKERS ON the picket line in Barnet, north London

Unison general secretary
Dave Prentis made a fleeting
visit to the picket line.
It boosted strikers—but
many asked why it was the
first time he had visited, especially as he lives nearby.
They suspected it was
linked to the union’s general
secretary election (see right).
Barnet Unison branch
secretary John Burgess is
standing against Prentis.

“I hope John wins,” said
Ailsa. “He’s defended our
jobs every time they’ve come
for them. John fights our
corner.”
Malcolm added, “This is a
huge union. We’re facing the
same cuts and privatisation
across councils.
“So why won’t they coordinate ballots and bring us all
out at the same time?”
John told Socialist Worker

Picture: Guy Smallman

the strikes are frustrating the
council.
“The outsourcing decision has been shunted from
11 January to some point in
the future,” he said.
“I think council leaders are
worried.
“Reps are asking for us to
go out for a week next—so
we’re going to explore that
if the council doesn’t back
down.”

VICTIMISATION

OFFSHORE WORKERS

VOTING IN the Unison union
general secretary election
opens on Monday of next
week—and activists are
launching a left wing challenge
to incumbent Dave Prentis.
Prentis has failed to lead a
fight against Tory austerity.
Heather Wakefield, another
candidate, is complicit in last
year’s sellout over pay in local
government.
Socialist Worker supports
John Burgess (pictured, right)
for general secretary.
He is branch secretary of
Barnet Unison in north London
and has led resistance to
austerity and privatisation.
“This union needs a general
secretary from the rank and
file,” Sandwell joint branch
secretary Sharon Campion told
Socialist Worker.
The biggest local
government branch in the
union, Birmingham, is one of
68 branches backing John.
His widespread support can
lay the basis for rebuilding left
organisation in Unison.
Nick Ruff is branch chair of
Kirklees Unison in Yorkshire.
He said, “We’ve prepared
lists of all the workplaces we’re
going to target.

“We have to hit the ground
running. Activists need to
think about who they know in
the Unison workplaces around
them and how to get leaflets
in.”
Barnet Unison branch chair
Helen Davies told Socialist
Worker, “We’ve had a great
response to fundraising so far
and 150,000 leaflets are out
around the regions.
“Can you help fund the next
150,000?”
lWorkers spoke in a personal

capacity. To make a donation
online and find out more
about how you can help John’s
campaign johnburgess4gensec.
blogspot.co.uk

GMB UNION
THE DEADLINE for
returning ballot papers in
the GMB union’s general
secretary election has
been extended until
Wednesday of next week.
The GMB’s 600,000
members have a limited
choice—between Tim
Roache and Paul McCarthy.
Roache, head of Yorkshire
and North Derbyshire GMB,
has run a more political
campaign and talked left.
“I’m ready to lead a
fighting union,” he pledged.
Yet at a GMB 2014

Congress fringe meeting
on Labour’s manifesto
Roache said, “We need
to regain control of our
borders” to tackle Ukip.
North West and Irish
head Paul McCarthy, who’s
spoken out on Hillsborough,
seems a better choice.
But while McCarthy
talks tough on austerity
he doesn’t always take a
clear left wing position.
He has fudged the issue
of fracking because his
region would be at the
centre of the industry.

FIGHTING THE CUTS

Coordinated action can
beat oil bosses’ attacks
Offshore worker and RMT
member Harry told Socialist
Worker, “Although the result
was against strikes it shows
an appetite for coordination
between the unions.
“This is a step forward.”
Bosses used scare tactics
during the ballot. In a letter
to workers they warned
that strikes would increase
“instability” in the industry.
Cota bosses have called
for new talks. Unite and
RMT members need to call
on their officials to act on
the ballots.
As Harry said, “The
unions have a tool to take
to the table when they meet
employers this week.
“The only way to battle
these attacks is with
coordinated action.”

‘Hit the ground running to
get John Burgess elected’

Picture: Duncan Brown

by RAYMIE KIERNAN

INDUSTRIAL ACTION on
oil rigs came a step closer
last week after Caterers
Offshore Trade Association
(Cota) bosses reneged on a
pay deal.
This is part of a wider
attack on shift patterns and
conditions.
RMT/OilC union
members voted for action
that could see a work to
rule and overtime ban
alongside Unite union
members.
Cota workers regularly
work more hours than their
12-hour shifts.
Unfortunately the vote to
strike was lost among RMT
members by just one vote.
Unite members
previously voted for strikes
and action short of strikes.
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UNISON UNION

Seventh solid strike
hits Barnet bosses
HUNDREDS OF Barnet
council workers in north
London walked out for the
seventh time this year on
Monday of this week against
privatisation.
Social workers, school
escorts, refuse workers,
librarians and school catering staff were among those
on strike.
“We object to being outsourced to a private company
to make a profit,” school
escort Ailsa told Socialist
Worker.
“If we’re outsourced our
hours won’t be guaranteed.
They will pinch every penny
from you if they can.”
A constant stream of tooting car horns at the Mill Hill
depot’s picket line showed
the strike by Unison union
members is popular.
The Tory council is
determined to drive the
changes through despite
overwhelming opposition.
But refuse worker
Malcolm said their attempt
to undermine the strike had
backfired. “They tried to do
collections on Sunday but
didn’t inform anyone,” he said.
“So the council wasted
public money having the
carts driving around and the
rubbish wasn’t collected.”

Socialist Worker

New welfare group set up

RMT union activist Glen Hart addressing a meeting

Defend activist Glen Hart
LONDON Underground bosses
could face a London-wide
Tube strike by RMT union
members if they proceed with
disciplinary action against
union activist Glen Hart.
Bosses tried to sack Glen
last year during strikes over
cuts to stations.
He followed union
instructions not to work
overtime and closed his station
because there was no relief.
But bosses could not sack
Glen because there was no

evidence he did anything
wrong.
Now, according to RMT,
bosses have laid new trumped
up charges against Glen
for allegedly being rude to
a manager. There are no
witnesses and no evidence.
Glen has fought tirelessly to
oppose Tube bosses’ attacks.
The union says if the charges
are not dropped it will ballot
all grades for industrial action.
lSend solidarity messages to
glenharttusc@gmail.com

AROUND 250 delegates
from the Unite and PCS
unions, Unemployed
Centres, Occupy, Dpac, Black
Triangle and others met in
Birmingham last Saturday.
Unite and the PCS hosted
the meeting. It launched a
united campaign to defend the
social security system against
Tory attempts to dismantle it.
PCS general secretary

Mark Serwotka said to loud
applause, “Now is not the time
for moderation.
“Now is the time for
militant activism.”
The meeting discussed
co-ordinated protests on
25 November to coincide with
George Osborne’s budget
statement.
Dave Owens, PCS DWP group
executive committee (pc)

DOCKLANDS LIGHT RAILWAY
HUNDREDS OF workers on
London’s Docklands Light
Railway (DLR) walked out
for 48 hours on Tuesday of
this week.
Talks with DLR operators
Keolis Amey broke down last
week.
The workers’ RMT union
said the dispute is over “a
range of serious unresolved

issues that are wrecking
industrial relations”. Over 92
percent voted to strike.
One rail worker said,
“Keolis Amey have been on
the railway for ten months
and we’ve had three ballots.
“Something is clearly
wrong with this employer.
Their attitude is, they run the
railway.”
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WILDCAT STRIKE
TO DEFEND REP
JUST PART of the crowd that turned out to support Sandy on Friday of last week 

by RAYMIE KIERNAN

WORKERS AT the School of
Oriental and African Studies
(Soas) in London walked out
unofficially on Tuesday of
this week.
It was their third unofficial strike in a week to defend
Soas Unison union branch
secretary Sandy Nicoll.
Bosses suspended Sandy
on Wednesday evening last
week on trumped up charges
of “gross misconduct” linked
to supporting a student
protest.
A group of students began
an occupation at Soas on
6 October in response to
management plans to cut
184 courses.
Workers walked out this
week to join up to 100 supporters at a solidarity rally
as Sandy went into an
investigation meeting with
management.
Unison members also
voted for a strike ballot and
an inquiry into bosses’ cuts.
And they pledged to support the students’ occupation.
Adminstration worker and
Unison member Nita Parmar
said the charges against
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Sandy are “absurd”. “It’s bullying tactics against a strong
figure in the union,” she said.
“But we will stand with
him and won’t give up the
fight.”
Addressing the crowd
before the meeting Sandy
said, “I couldn’t have wished
for a better response from
my colleagues. The solidarity
means so much.”

from trade unionists, including from the London regions
of the Unison, UCU and RMT
unions.
Dozens of union branches
and student unions have also
sent messages of support.
And Labour’s shadow
chancellor John McDonnell
offered his support to get
Sandy reinstated.

Statement

Soas UCU branch secretary Johnny Darlington told
Socialist Worker, “If it takes
unofficial action to make
Sandy reinstated—then so
be it.”
Thursday’s walkout was
maintained the next day and
the UCU voted to back the
Unison branch’s stance.
Another 400 supporters
rallied in solidarity later that
day.
One Unison rep told
Socialist Worker the charges
against Sandy are “ludicrous”, adding, “Sandy’s
colleagues stand behind him
100 percent.”
Sandy is an exemplary
working class fighter who has
been a constant thorn in the
side of management.
He is well known for

UCU union members
launched a statement on
Tuesday morning criticising the process surrounding
Sandy’s suspension and
demanding his reinstatement.
Within an hour more than
80 academic staff had signed.
One UCU lecturer said, “I
think management saw an
opportunity to try and get
rid of Sandy before driving
through millions of pounds
of cuts.”
Sandy told the rally,
“We’ve got battles ahead.
We know they want to make
these cuts. But if we stick
together and fight we can
beat them.”
The morning following
Sandy’s suspension members
of his Unison branch met

Action

Sandy (right) said, ‘It’s great to have the full support of our general
secretary Dave Prentis’ (left) on the Barnet picket Picture: Tony Phillips

‘‘

Sandy is an
exemplary
fighter known
for standing up
for workers

and voted to refuse to go
into work. Around 60 Unison
members were joined by
20 UCU members.
That afternoon more than
500 workers and students rallied for Sandy.
To chants of “Shame
on Soas”, lines of students
blocked the main building
entrance. Bosses panicked
and forced security to shut
the doors and close the building down.
Solidarity has poured in

standing up for workers and
supporting others fighting
back.
Nita said, “We need
Sandy—he’s our anchor. And
he’s given me the confidence
and the courage to speak up
for what I believe in.
“I’m not scared to stand up
for him.”
Luis Armando, a cleaner at
Soas, told Socialist Worker,
“Sandy always supported
the Justice for Cleaners
campaign.
“He helped us win union
recognition, the London
Living Wage, sick pay, pensions and holidays.
“He did everything he
could for us—now it’s time
to support him.”
Send messages of solidarity to
unison@soas.ac.uk
Sign the petition
change.org/p/reinstatevictimised-soas-unison-branchsecretary-sandy-nicoll
Take a solidarity selfie with the
Reinstate Sandy poster
uniteresist.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/10/ReinstateSandy-Nicoll-A3.pdf
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