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CLIMATE CHANGE

Paris talks met 
by mass protests 
across the world
TOP POLITICIANS from 
almost 200 countries went to 
Paris on Monday of this week 
to talk about things they won’t 
do to tackle climate change.

Tens of thousands joined 
protests around the world. 

Britain saw its biggest ever 
march for the climate while 
activists in France defied a 
state ban.
>>Page 7

REFUGEES

Billions to be 
spent on refugee 
clampdown
EUROPEAN Union (EU) 
governments last Sunday 
splashed out £2.1 billion 
on new ways to keep 
refugees out of Europe. 

The EU and Turkey agreed 
a deal that would see the 
Turkish government act as 
border guards for the West 
and stop refugees reaching 
Greece.
>>Page 8

LABOUR

Corbyn in retreat 
as Labour right 
goes to war
LABOUR MPS were set to 
have a free vote in parliament 
on Wednesday of this week on 
whether or not to bomb Syria. 

The shadow cabinet 
decision is the result of a 
climbdown followed by a 
significant defeat for Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn.
>>Page 4



by JUDITH ORR

THOUSANDS TOOK to the streets 
last Saturday to protest against 
David Cameron’s drive to a new 
imperialist war (see right).  

Cameron put his case for bomb-
ing Syria in parliament on Thursday 
of last week. He claimed military 
intervention is the only way to keep 
Britain safe from a terrorist attack by 
Islamist group Isis.

 “Every day we fail to act,” he 
said, “is a day where Isil can grow 
stronger.” But Britain has been 
bombing Isis for over a year in Iraq. 
The US and others have been bomb-
ing Isis in Syria and Iraq at the same 
time. Isis has become stronger.

Some Tories don’t support 
Cameron, but argue for ground 
troops. To win them Cameron 
claimed that Britain will ally with 
“about 70,000 Syrian opposition 
fighters on the ground who do not 
belong to extremist groups”.

This includes Kurdish fighters—
although in Britain the government 
has banned the PKK Kurdish group 
it now wants to arm in Syria. 

The claim of 70,000 fighters 
came from the Joint Intelligence 
Committee. This same committee 
lied about Saddam Hussein having 
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq 
“ready for firing within 45 minutes”.

Evidence
There is no evidence for an alliance 
of groups in Syria willing to work 
with each other let alone the West. 

Even Tory Julian Lewis, chair of 
the Defence Committee, questioned 
where this “magical” number came 
from. 

General Sir Richard Shirreff, who 

was Britain’s army chief in Nato, 
said even if the 70,000 did exist it 
wouldn’t be enough. 

He said, “To take a city of 350,000 
is going to need a massive force. 
It’s not something you are going to 
achieve with 70,000 so-called Syrian 
moderates.”

The US tactic of arming so-called 
“moderate” rebel groups has been a 
shambles, as arms and equipment 
have ended up in Isis hands.

The Pentagon claimed in 2014 it 
was training 5,000 Syrian rebels at 
a cost of £400 million.

The US Senate Armed Services 
Committee exposed the project as 
a fiasco. 

It asked the army chief in charge 
of the intervention in Syria, general 
Lloyd Austin, how many fighters had 
been produced. 

Austin admitted, “We are talking 
four or five.”

Cameron’s call for war has 
plunged the Labour Party into crisis 
(see page 4). Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn, who has a long anti-war 
history, faces a majority of pro-war 
Labour MPs in Westminster. 

Cameron’s smooth speeches may 
persuade MPs of the case for war. 

But the carnage and chaos more 
bombing will unleash can mean any 
war would come to haunt him just 
as Iraq haunts Tony Blair.

  What is really behind the Syrian conflict?
BASHAR al-Assad has 
been president of Syria 
since 2000. His father 
Hafez al-Assad ruled 
from 1970 to 2000.

The majority of 
Syrians are Sunni 
Muslims. But the Assad 
family and the military 
establishment are 
Alawite, an offshoot of 
Shia Islam. 

Syria has borders 
with Lebanon, Turkey, 
Iraq, Jordan and Israel. 

After the First World 
War Britain and France 
divided up the region 
under the Sykes-Picot 
agreement. France had 
control of Syria for 
25 years until 
1945.  

There is no 
democracy in 
Syria. People 
lived under 
emergency 
law from 
1963 

until 2011, when a 
popular revolution 
for democracy and 
freedom arose as part 
of the Arab revolutions.

Assad responded 
with violent 
repression. The 
popular revolt 
became overwhelmed 
in a military conflict 

to beat Assad. 
This involved 
many groups, 
some 

supported by the West 
or the Gulf regimes.

Isis now portrays 
the revolt as a Sunni 
rebellion against Shias 
and the West. 

More than 250,000 
people have been 
killed. Syria had a 
population of 23 million 
before the war. More 
than four million have 
fled as refugees and 
almost eight million are 
displaced within Syria.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Corbyn has 
surrounded 
himself with 
Trots, Marxist and 
Socialist Workers’
Trevor Kavanagh in the Sun

‘The Brimstone 
would use laser 
and radar to guide 
itself towards the 
jihadi’s location’
The Daily Mail explains how 
bombs won’t kill civilians

‘IS could target 
festive shoppers’
The Mail 

‘There are always 
risks in war’
Tory defence secretary  
Michael Fallon is reassuring

‘His arguments 
against bombing 
Syria are shared 
by more Labour 
voters than theirs’
Columnist Peter McKay says 
Corbyn is more popular than 
the Blairites

‘Mao would have 
been proud’
The Daily Express on Corbyn’s 
position on Syria

‘Jeremy Corbyn in 
cap like Russian 
revolutionary 
Lenin’
A caption in the Sun points out 
that Corbyn and Lenin both 
wore hats

What is Isis 
and what are 
its roots?
DAVID CAMERON claimed bombing 
Syria is necessary because Isis poses 
a specific evil.Yet in August 2013 he 
said bombing Syria was necessary 
because of the specific evil of 
president Bashar al-Assad. 

Assad had used chemical 
weapons on people in Syria. 
Yet any attacks on Isis now will 
strengthen Assad’s position.

Isis is a reactionary and sectarian 
group produced by the conditions 
created by Western imperialist 
war in Iraq. This was another war 
built on lies. Tony Blair in 2003 
claimed war was necessary because 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein had 
weapons of mass destruction.

Government leaders have often 
pointed to tyrants committing 
atrocities to justify their wars.

But many of these are former 
allies who were bolstered by the 
West. And Western intervention 
doesn’t make the world safer.

Isis has grown in size and come 
to control a bigger geographical 
area as the conflict in Syria became 
militarised. Some Muslims who join 
Isis from the West are alienated 
by racism, repression and the 
experience of imperialist wars. 

In Syria Isis has become the 
most effective military force in the 
battle against Assad’s regime. Other 
groups have either been defeated 
by it or now work under or with it.

No to racist 
attacks
THE TORIES’ war drive has 
opened up a renewed rise in 
Islamophobic attacks. A mosque 
in Finsbury Park, north London 
was the target of a petrol bomb 
last weekend.

The fire would have caught 
if it hadn’t been for rain.
Mohammed Kosbar told Socialist 
Worker, “The response from the 
local community has been very 
supportive. We are defiant and 
want to show unity against all 
kinds of racism.”

Stand up to Racism and Stop the War 
Coalition are set to hold a solidarity 
protest at the mosque at 6pm, Friday 
4 December. 

Thousands take to streets for emergency protests
AROUND 5,000 people joined 
an emergency protest outside 
Downing Street last Saturday 
against Britain joining the bombing 
of Syria. The protest had been 
called with just a few days’ notice.

Chants of, “Don’t bomb Syria” 
and, “David Cameron—shame on 
you” rang through Whitehall.

Sharif came to Britain from Syria 
about one year ago. “I know what’s 
going on in Syria from friends still 
inside,” he said. “Bombing will 
kill innocent men, women and 
children.”

Cameron claims that war is 
necessary to “defeat Isis”. But Naima 
from Iraq wasn’t convinced. “The 
war in Iraq created the terrorism in 
the first place,” she said. “What do 
they expect to happen from people 
after they invade?”

Hundreds joined anti-war 

protests in towns and cities across 
Britain. In Bristol some 200 people 
assembled in the city centre. 
Speakers called for a protest on the 
day any bombing starts and also 
spoke out against the Islamophobia 

ramped up by the media and Tories.
In London Sabby Dahlu from 

Stand Up to Racism was loudly 
cheered when she told the rally, 
“Muslims are not the enemy within 
—Islamophobia and racism  

are the enemy.”
Protesters managed to briefly 

take over the whole of Whitehall 
near the front of the protest. Many 
people, such as Ramzi from North 
London, were on their first protest. 
“We’re just totally opposed to going 
into a new war,” he said. “It’s not 
going to help the people in Syria.”

Unite union leader Len 
McCluskey sent a message of 
support and some protesters 
brought local Labour Party banners.

Diane Abbott, the shadow 
international development 
secretary, brought solidarity from 
herself and Jeremy Corbyn.

Lindsey German from the Stop 
the War Coalition told the rally, 
“This is just the start —we’ll be 
here on the eve of the vote.”
Go to stopwar.org.uk for updates and 
details of protests

PROTESTERS AT Downing street last Saturday  Picture: Guy Smallman

Lies from the top as the 
Tories push for new war 

Imperialist rulers are out to battle each other, not Isis
THE WORLD’S imperialist 
powers are rounding on Syria. 
They claim they’re “fighting 
terrorism” or “helping” ordinary 
Syrians.

In reality they are competing 
with one another to push their 
own interests.

The US has been bombing Iraq 
since August 2013 to prop up the 
sectarian Shia regime there.

The West has been desperately 
trying to regain the upper hand 
after it suffered defeat in Iraq in 
2003. 

France lost Syria after the 
Second World War—but hasn’t 

given up on the idea of empire. 
And Britain is fighting to keep its 
seat at the table.

The Western powers first tried 
to bomb in Syria in August 2013, 
then to oust dictator Bashar 
Al-Assad. They failed—and their 
weakness forced them to 
assemble a “coalition”. 

So Saudi Arabia—Iran’s 
main regional rival—is 
aiding Sunni Islamist 
groups to oust Assad. 

Saudi Arabia’s 
brutal dictatorship 
is a key Western 
ally—and a 

sponsor of counter-revolution.
It crushed the revolt in 

Bahrain in 2011 and now funds 
Egypt’s military regime. 

The other Gulf 
regimes are likewise 
jockeying for 
position against 
Assad. 

Western ally 
Turkey has 
been funding 

Islamist 
groups 

trying 
to 

oust Assad.  But president 
Erdogan is also using the war 
to ramp up repression against 
Kurdish separatists and the left. 

The US is allied to the same 
Kurdish PKK and YPG units 
fighting Isis in northern Syria.

Russian president Vladimir 
Putin waded into the conflict in 
September to back Assad. 

This autocrat has rebuilt 
Russia’s imperialist influence 
since coming to office in 2001. 

He butchered separatist 
Muslim forces in Chechnya, 
stoked ethnic conflicts and 
pushed reactionary nationalism.

Carrying the wounded from an airstrike on Ariha last week

More online
lHow did the sectarian 
nightmare come true in Syria and 
Iraq bit.ly/1PqNS6W

lThe great carve-up of the 
middle east  bit.ly/ThCQyL

WWW.SOCIALISTWORKER.CO.UK Bashar al-Assad

President Erdogan 

FIGURE IT OUT

£100,000
 cost of a Brimstone missile. The 
Tories say they don’t kill civillians

2,800
bombs dropped by the West

20,000
Estimate of how many Syrians 
those bombs have killed
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 Corbyn  in  
 retreat as  
 Labour right    
 goes to war
Letting MPs follow their ‘conscience’ 
needlessly hands the warmongers a 
victory at the expense of Syria—and 
of Jeremy Corbyn, writes Nick Clark 

LABOUR MPS were set  to 
have a free vote in parliament 
on Wednesday of this week on 
whether or not to bomb Syria. 

And it is not official Labour Party 
policy to oppose airstrikes in Syria.

That was the outcome of a Labour 
shadow cabinet meeting on Monday 
of this week.

Tory leader David Cameron had 
held off from calling a vote on 
bombing Syria until he was certain 
he could get a majority in favour. 

Labour’s decision allowed him to 
schedule the vote.

It is possible Cameron might 
have backed away if Labour MPs 
were whipped to vote 
against the war.

The shadow 
cabinet decision 
is the result of a 
climbdown fol-
lowed by a sig-
nificant defeat 
f o r Labour 

leader Jeremy Corbyn.
He had hoped to allow a free 

vote, but to insist that official policy 
was against bombing.

This was a fudge aimed at main-
taining party unity. 

But members of the shadow cabi-
net, led by shadow health secretary 
Andy Burnham, were clearly unwill-
ing to accept even this.

Corbyn abandoned his demand 
for Labour’s official policy to oppose 
bombing.

This resulted in the bizarre situ-
ation where Corbyn was to speak 
against bombing—but shadow for-
eign secretary Hilary Benn would 
speak for.

Corbyn has come under con-
stant attack from Labour MPs to 
his right since he was overwhelm-
ingly elected Labour leader in 
September.

Many of those in his shadow cab-
inet have joined the attacks.

Shadow cabinet minis-
ters effectively challenged 
Corbyn to whip them and 

face mass resignations or 
sackings.

In the end he allowed a 
free vote to keep Labour 
together. 

But the price of this is that 

it effectively allows the bombing to 
go ahead.

Corbyn had started to make some 
moves against his opponents in 
Labour last weekend.

A consultation of Labour mem-
bers strengthened his hand.

Against
The majority of members are to the 
left of Labour MPs—and the survey 
showed some 75 percent were 
against bombing.

West London Labour Party 
member Raj Gill is one of them. 

He told Socialist Worker, “There 
is a deep rooted concern among 
Labour Party members in Ealing 
about being dragged into another 
vote to bomb Syria.

“If the Parliamentary Labour 

Party doesn’t support the leader it 
will lead to a lot of discontent.”

The shadow cabinet used 
Corbyn’s compromise to force a fur-
ther humiliation. 

The message to Corbyn was 
clear—you’re not in charge.

Corbyn’s compromise began last 
Saturday when he stayed away from 
the Stop the War protest in central 
London. 

Corbyn was chair of the Stop the 
War Coalition until recently.

Thousands of people joined that 
protest.

And tens of thousands of people 
joined Labour over the summer 
partly because of Corbyn’s clear 
opposition to war.

The pressure to keep the 
Labour Party together is taking 

Corbyn away from that base of sup-
port—and giving a boost to the 
warmongers.

Thousands joined a Stop the War protest in Whitehall, London, last Saturday  Picture: Guy Smallman 

 Oldham battle is a no-win scenario 
The Labour Party faces its 
first electoral test after 
Jeremy Corbyn became 
leader with the Oldham 
West by-election on 
Thursday of this week.

The result will be seen 
as an indicator of Corbyn’s 
popularity. It is likely to be 
used as a stick to beat the 
leadership with—whatever 
the outcome.

Oldham West has long 
been a Labour stronghold. 
Now many Labour figures 
and media commentators 

are predicting a close 
result between Labour and 
the racist Ukip.

They say that Corbyn has 
alienated many traditional 
Labour voters. They claim 
the candidate, right wing 
Oldham council leader Jim 
McMahon, is more in touch 
with the “white working 
class.”

What they mean is they 
think working class people 
are right wing and a bit 
racist. So racist and right 
wing ideas have to be 

pandered to.
Many of those same 

journalists and Labour 
figures have spent weeks 
arguing that Corbyn is 
dangerous and has made 
Labour unelectable.

Now they have found 
voters on the doorstep who 
think Corbyn is dangerous 
and has made Labour 
unelectable.

So if Labour loses, it will 
be spun as Corbyn’s fault. 
But if Labour wins it will 
be in spite of him. All together? Labour launches its Oldham campaign

Socialist Worker  5 December 2015

Don’t trust cynical West
THE ARAB revolutions of 2011 
showed the alternative to 
imperialist war, dictatorships and 
the sectarian violence of Isis in 
the Middle East. 

Then millions of ordinary 
people rose up and brought 
down brutal dictators who had 
ruled for decades. They didn’t 
need Western armies to fight 
for freedom. In fact the tyrants 
they faced had been armed and 
backed by the West. Today those 
revolutions are in retreat and 
the old regimes are regaining 
a grip. The biggest and most 

important revolution took place 
in Egypt. But now ex general and  
president Abdel Fattah el-Sisi is 
crushing resistance and denying 
democratic rights.

David Cameron welcomed 
this butcher at Downing Street 
last month. Western powers are 
never driven by the interests of 
ordinary people—either in their 
home country or internationally.  

The West interferes in the 
Middle East because Western 
rulers want to control the region. 
They will ally with brutal regimes 
if it helps them to do that.

 Imperialist 
invasion  
wrecked 
Iraq 
WHENEVER THERE is a terrorist 
attack the intelligence services use 
it to demand more resources and 
powers. 

The US faced nationwide 
resistance when it invaded Iraq in 
2003.

In the south, this was dominated 
by the Shia Muslim cleric Moqtada 
al Sadr and his Mehdi Army. Sunni 
Muslim groups did most of the 
fighting in the north.

But they had a common 
interest—so the US turned to 
divide and rule.

It got the Shia clerical hierarchy 
to bless an election in 2004, 
knocking the Mehdi Army out of 
the battlefield. Meanwhile it built a 
Shia sectarian state in the south.

This left Sunni groups in 
the north to do the bulk of the 
fighting and initially allowed Al 
Qaida to grow. But other Sunni 
organisations began to turn against 
it.

The US promised to bring them 
into a “national unity” government 
if they fought Al Qaida. Yet once 
they defeated Al Qaida Sunnis 
were still locked out of Iraqi 
politics.

Imperialism is responsible for 
sectarianism. Bombing will only 
pour fuel on the West’s fire.

Protests against Assad in 2011Warrior Hillary Benn Diane Abbott: against air strikes

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

IT’S UP TO US TO STOP 
CAMERON’S BOMBING

 P
OLITICIANS MEET in 
committee rooms and 
sit on the green benches 
making decisions that can 
mean life or death.

House of Commons debates 
are presented as gladiatorial 
contests about individuals. They 
can make ordinary people feel 
powerless to make a difference—
and that is their purpose. 

We are encouraged to think 
that we have to leave running 
the country to highly paid and 
supposedly better able MPs. If we 
oppose the government’s plans, we 
are supposed to pin our hopes on 
the parliamentary opposition.

In truth the structures of 
parliament suffocate resistance.

But mobilising people from 
below does have an impact. 

The mass movement against 
the war in Iraq hardened public 
opinion against the warmongers. 

That’s why the plan to start 
bombing Syria became such a big 
political issue.

David Cameron has had to 
overcome the legacy left by the 
anger at that war.  He has been 
trying to start another war for 
over two years, and he used the 
attacks on Paris as an opportunity.

He only got away with that 

because he faced a divided 
opposition. Many Labour MPs 
collapsed behind him and 
swallowed his arguments that 
bombing was needed to stop Isis 
attacking Britain.

Even Jeremy Corbyn, a veteran 
anti-war campaigner, and others 
who opposed Cameron used 
arguments about the “national 
interest” not being served by 
bombing. 

But there is no such thing as the 
national interest. Cameron’s class 
has nothing in common with the 
majority of the population.

The argument can also imply 
that only the lives of people in 
Britain matter. 

Stop the War Coalition (StWC) 

activists have organised protests 
and rallies as the vote for more 
war is set to take place on 
Wednesday evening. 

Even if it goes through we have 
to get out and campaign.

We need to expose Cameron’s 
war as yet another imperialist 
adventure and get organised on 
the ground to win opposition to 
the bombing. 

We have to hold protests and 
campaigning stalls in high streets. 
We have to raise the issue of the 
war in workplaces and trade union 
meetings.

The start of a new war will only 
intensify the Islamophobia Muslims 
in Britain face. Everywhere 
Muslims already report an increase 
in racist abuse and harassment 
after the Paris attacks. 

This means socialists have to 
mobilise on every front.  We have 
to build the biggest possible  
anti-war movement on the ground 
and we have to stand up to 
Islamophobia and wider racism. 

We have to take up the 
ideological argument that tries to 
rebrand imperialism as a force for 
good. 

Every socialist, in every 
workplace, college or campaign, 
can make a difference. 

TOXIC TORIES IN TROUBLE
 THE MULTIPLE identities of 

Tory minister Grant Shapps 
quit last week. Shapps handed 

Tory aide Mark Clarke a key job 
for the 2015 election. 

Clarke has faced allegations he 
bullied, blackmailed and sexually 
assaulted fellow activists during his 
RoadTrip2015 campaign.

Tory activist Elliott Johnson was 
found dead in September. He had 
written letters accusing Clarke of 
bullying.  A tape emerged of Clarke 
interrogating Elliott.

The Tory MP Robert Halfon 

admitted an affair and Clarke was 
accused of trying to blackmail him. 

The role of David Cameron and 
his best pal Lord Feldman—the 
current Tory Party chair—is at 
best murky as to what they knew 
when. Cameron called in the aptly 
named Lord Pannick to help out.

An unpleasant little cabal 
moving through Tory circles is 
slowly coming into view from the 
shadows. It includes groups such 
as the Young Britons Foundation. 

As an example, The Trade Union 
Reform Campaign was headed 

up by Aidan Burley MP—best 
remembered for buying a Nazi 
uniform—and run by Clarke. 

It was a tedious lobby group 
to get the anti-union laws made 
harsher—and it got its way.

Deeply embedded in it was 
Clarke’s pal Harry Cole, a winner 
of the Young Britons Foundation’s 
Dolphin award. He’s now writing 
about the scandal as Westminster 
correspondent of The Sun.

Poisonous networks are 
the rule among the British 
establishment.

Parliament stifles  
resistance. But 
mobilising people 
from below does 
have an impact

‘‘ 

If you liked this issue of Socialist 
Worker, why not subscribe? 

You’ll receive 20 pages of news, 
analysis and political debate every 
week for just £5 a month

For more details phone
020 7840 5601 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk

 UP YOURS
 BANKERS

 GREEK WORKERS RESIST

AND         TO OSBORNE

by DAVE SEWELL in Athens

CELEBRATIONS TOOK place in Syntagma Square in front of the Greek parliament and around the surrounding streets long into the night last Sunday.In a referendum watched by the world, voters gave a resounding no to a new austerity deal proposed by the European Union and Interna-tional Monetary Fund (see page 4).Lawyer Tonia told Socialist Worker, “Today all of Greece is cel-ebrating because democracy is cele-brating in the place that it was born.”

Unemployed Theodosis said, “We’ve made it to the finals for the European championship of class war.”
People cheered and sang the songs of the revolt against Greece’s dictatorship, along with revolutionary song The Internationale.

Teacher Sofia had been  counting ballots at a polling sta-tion mainly used by police officers. She told Socialist Worker, “The Yes votes just kept coming
>>continued on page 3

‘IT’S TIME to take everything back—all the things they cut in the last five years’Artemis, Athens student
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AFTERSHOCK
IN GAZA TORIES’ WARON MUSLIMS

Award-winning Palestinian journalist Mohammed Omer  interviewed >>Pages 10&11
Why Theresa May’s clampdown will not prevent terror attacks in Britain >>Page 17

FIVE-DAY POLITICAL FESTIVAL

www.marxismfestival.org.uk #M2015   @MarxismFestival

OPENS THIS THURSDAY
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 LET
 THEM
  IN!

 REFUGEES IN CALAIS ARE FLEEING  WAR AND POVERTY

Migrants from the camp tell us their storiesPages 10&11

Tories’ racist onslaughtPages 4&5

Benefits myth exposedPage 17

REFUGEES FROM across the world face destitution in Calais

A FRENCH aid worker greets amigrant in the ‘jungle’ camp

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ Scared, scarred & starved in Calais Motley pirate mutinies  that began a new era  

Author Marcus Rediker: Ships were ‘floating factories’ of exploitation  >>Pages 14&15Thousands rally to Corbyn >>Page 20 Tube workers are right to strike >>Page 7

Blairites and Brownites feel the heat in Labour’s leadership campaign Tube bosses want to force London Underground staff to work all night...
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

 Blairites back war to  
 take aim at Corbyn
THE DRAMA over whether Britain should join the 
bombing campaign in Syria irresistibly recalls the feverish 
climate in February and March 2003, in the lead-up to the 
Anglo-American assault on Iraq.

A main difference is, of course, that then it was Labour 
in office, driving towards war under Tony Blair. Now it is 
his Tory admirer David Cameron who’s in the saddle, facing 
Jeremy Corbyn standing against war now as he did in 2003.

Corbyn should enjoy enormous moral and intellectual 
authority in these debates. After all, in 2003 he was one of 
the leaders of the Stop the War Coalition, which warned that 
invading Iraq would lead to disaster. 

Not only was this warning thoroughly vindicated, but the 
invasion led directly to the rise of Isis, which the bombing 
supposedly would combat.

Yet despite this Corbyn seems to get a better hearing from 
some on the right—for example, the deputy editor of the 
Spectator—than his shadow cabinet. 

You would have thought that someone like shadow 
foreign secretary Hilary Benn, who voted for war in March 
2003, would have the humility to consider that this time he 
might be wrong and Corbyn right.

No one should imagine that the push within the 
Parliamentary Labour Party (PLP) to support Cameron over 
Syria has anything to do with a serious evaluation of the case 
for bombing.

The pro-war MPs have two main motives. One is to 
weaken Corbyn, or even to drive him out. The second is to 
prove what “responsible” politicians they are, considering 
the “national interest” first, putting country before party, as 
the tired old cliché has it.

In part, this shows the extent to which the PLP (as 
opposed to the Labour Party membership) is a creature of 
the Blair era. Asked in 2007 to sum up Blairism, Blair replied 
without hesitation, “Liberal interventionism”.

The ideology of liberal interventionism—liberal 
imperialism—continues to imbue the leading ranks of the 
Labour Party. But one shouldn’t give Blair the sole credit. 

Long before him, Labour governments consistently 
defended the interests of British imperialism.

Interests
Echoes of 2003 prompt the question of what these interests 
are now. Then what Britain decided to do mattered. British 
participation added a substantial body of troops to the 
invasion force. And it allowed the administration of George 
W Bush to claim it was leading a genuine “coalition of the 
willing”.

This time is very different. The US has been leading a 
bombing campaign in Syria for over a year. The British army, 
after being humiliatingly defeated in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
has been cut to the bone by George Osborne. 

British participation this time would be negligible 
militarily.

After 9/11 Blair talked about “reordering the world”. This 
hubris was brutally exposed in Iraq. Barack Obama, with his 
caution and talk of “strategic patience”, expresses the way in 
which even the mighty US has been chastened by Iraq.

Now Obama has been forced by the successes of Isis and 
Russian intervention in Syria to step up US involvement in 
the war there. Western imperialism is on the defensive. 

In British ruling class circles the case for joining in seems 
to have nothing to do with any proper analysis of the impact 
of bombing but because Britain should always stick close to 
the US.

Ever since the Second World War, the British state has 
sought to preserve a global role for itself by shadowing the 
US. So there’s a sense in which Cameron is following in his 
predecessors’ footsteps. 

But to insist on doing so now, at a time when the US itself 
is visibly struggling, and to perpetuate the disastrous cycle of 
imperialist intervention and terrorist atrocity in the Islamic 
world is criminal folly.

As Times columnist Matthew Parris puts it, “Britain will 
join the bombing because it’s the kind of thing Britain does. 
It will make no serious difference to the Allied campaign, 
and the whole thing will end up in a bloody mess.”

Why can an ex-Tory MP understand the situation better 
than those Blairite numbskulls in the shadow cabinet?

Osborne forced into U-turn 
but still ramps up austerity
The Tories may have 
been pushed into 
a U-turn, but the 
Autumn Statement 
isn’t good news, says 
Simon Basketter

G E O R G E  O s b o r n e 
abandoned  some  tax 
credits cuts in his Autumn 
Statement last week. The 
move was his biggest 
U-turn since becoming 
chancellor.

It came after a Tory revolt, 
defeat in the House of Lords 
and opposition by Jeremy 
Corbyn’s Labour Party.

Yet the Autumn Statement 
doesn’t make for pleasant 
reading.

Paul Johnson, director of 
the neoliberal Institute for 
Fiscal Studies, said, “This is 
absolutely not the end of aus-
terity. This spending review is 
one of the tightest on record.”

Osborne has kept in place 
plans to cut Universal Credit. 

The Resolution Foundation 
think tank said that would 
snatch an average of £1,000 
each from over three million 
households in 2020.

Around £900 million of the 
tax credit changes announced 
in July will go ahead. The 
amount of additional income 
a claimant can earn without 
losing benefits will drop from 
£5,000 to £2,500.

The Tories are commit-
ted to the £12.5 billion wel-
fare cuts they outlined in the 
summer. And they still want 
more than £20 billion in 
departmental spending cuts 
up to 2020.

Most low paid families 
will rely on Universal Credit 

rather than tax credits by the 
end of the parliament—so 
many will still face losses. 

Working households on 
Universal Credit are set to 
lose an average of £1,000 in 
2020—and for some it’s even 
higher. A low-earning couple 
with three children, where 
one parent works full time 

and the other works part 
time, is set to lose £3,060 by 
2020.

A single parent with one 
child, working part time on 
the national living wage, 
would lose £2,800.

And the new limit of two 
children on Child Tax Credits 
is still going ahead.

New claimants—or exist-
ing claimants who come off 
the benefit for more than six 
months—will only be able 
to claim for the first two 
children. Some low earning  
couples with three children 
will lose £3,000.

To Osborne’s great con-
venient good fortune along 
came the Office for Budget 

Respons ib i l i t y  (OBR) .
Osborne established the 
OBR in 2010 to crunch the 
numbers.

It magically discerned, in 
the uncertain future of the 
public finances, a sum of  
£27 billion that was invisible 
only three months ago.

So threatened police cuts 
have been cancelled and 
increases in money for “secu-
rity” can go ahead.

But the Tories will still 
cut the state from roughly  
45 percent of GDP in 2010 to 
35 percent by 2020. 

THE POOREST do the worst from Osborne’s (left) 
changes in the Autumn Statement

The benefit cuts still going ahead 
£4billion
 Four-year freeze in  
working age benefits

£640million
 Reducing benefits for 
long term sickness using 
jobseeker’s allowance

£110million
 Means testing childcare for 
housing benefit

£240million
 Increasing council house 
rents

£495million
 Reducing the benefit cap 
to £20,000 (£23,000 in 
London)

£190million
Changes way Universal 
Credit entitlement will be 
worked out

£170million
 Capping social rents to 
same limit as private rents 
for housing benefit

£900million
 Keeping cuts to tax credit 
work allowance

£25million
 No housing benefit and 
pension credits for people                                                                                   
who have been outside the 
country for more than four 
weeks

£4billion
 Further cuts to welfare 
in the figures but not yet 
announced.

ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

MYTH OF  
THE WEEK
George Osborne claimed 
his Autumn Statement 
would benefit ordinary 
people and the poor
lYet the poorest half 
of households lose an 
average of £650 a year 
by 2020 as a result of the 
budget and the spending 
review
lThere is no average loss 
for the top 50 percent

On other pages...
For more on the Autumn 
Statement >>Page 17
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 Paris talks  
 greeted by  
 opposition  
 on streets
Tens of thousands joined climate 
protests worldwide as leaders blew 
hot air at the Cop21 summit in Paris

TOP POLITICIANS from almost 
200 countries went to Paris 
on Monday of this week to talk 
about things they won’t do to 
tackle climate change.

Thousands of corporate lobbyists 
joined them. The United Nations 
Cop21 summit is 20 percent funded 
by private sponsors. Some of the 
world’s biggest polluters are using 
it to clean up their image.

They include fossil fuel energy 
giants Engie and EDF, car makers 
Renault and Nissan and Air France. 

In theory the goal is to come to 
an agreement on cutting carbon 
emissions to limit global warming. 

We are already halfway to the 
limit of 2 degrees warming since 
pre-industrial times agreed at a pre-
vious summit in Cancun, Mexico, in 
2010.

Most of the plans being discussed 
would lead to far more warming. 
But even before the summit pow-
erful players were coming out to 
say they’d make sure they wouldn’t 
have to stick to any agreement.

US secretary of state John Kerry 
said any deal reached in Paris was 
“definitively not going to be a 
treaty”. 

Canada’s environment minister 
Catherine McKenna backed him up, 
saying “We don’t expect that the tar-
gets will be internationally legally 
binding.”

Teeth
But this takes the teeth out of any 
agreement.

Claudio, a campaigner from the 
Amazon rainforest in Ecuador, 
told Socialist Worker in Paris, 
“They need to come to a binding 
agreement. 

“Otherwise what’s the point of 
talking if we just keep polluting?”

People demanded more serious 
action on hundreds of demonstra-
tions around the world.

Some 70,000 people joined 
Britain’s biggest ever climate 
change demonstration in London on 
Sunday of last week, The People’s 
March for Climate, Justice and Jobs. 

Marchers were motivated by 

various issues, but many argued 
global solutions were necessary.

Dorothea, a Greenpeace activist, 
said the devastation of Indonesian 
forest fires had motivated her to 
march. “It’s the land of the world,” 
she said. “We want action from gov-
ernments now.” 

Whole families were out march-
ing alongside big mobilisations from 
pressure groups and charities, the 
Green Party, campaigns and trade 
unions. 

Arun from London was on his 
first ever demonstration. He told 
Socialist Worker, “It feels fantastic, 
there’s a big sense of solidarity.”

Marches also took place in Wales 
and Scotland. Some 3,000 people 
marched in Bristol. And hundreds 
more protested in Leeds. 

Nottingham anti-fracking activ-
ist Greg told Socialist Worker, “So 
many politicians are connected 
with the oil and gas industry and 
are pushing those vested interests. 

“Everyone who takes part can 
feel isolated locally, but these 
marches show we are part of a 
bigger movement.”

Asya from Kingston agreed, 
saying, “We have the power to force 
a change for our future.”

BACK STORY
The world faces a climate crisis 
as politicians fail to take action
lAs many as 122 million people 
could be in extreme poverty as a 
result of climate change by 2030
lPoliticians are meeting in Paris 
for the Cop21 climate talks—but 
previous conferences have come 
to nothing
lYet there is a growing climate 
change movement
lTens of thousands of people 
joined protests across the world 
as the talks began

LAST SUNDAY saw the largest climate march ever in London Picture: Guy Smallman

Climate change activists defy state 
ban and police brutality in France
PROTESTERS FILLED Paris’s 
streets on the eve of the summit 
last Sunday—despite president 
Francois Hollande’s best attempts 
to keep them away.

Around 5,000 people marched 
around the Place de la Republique 
square in the afternoon. 

They defied an explicit ban and 
a hail of police teargas grenades 
and projectiles. 

Civil service worker Malvina, 
one of the marchers, told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s our right to make our 
voices heard and the stakes for the 
climate are really high. 

“We’re sick of the state and 
the big companies imposing their 
law, wrecking our planet and our 
human rights.”

Emergency
Prior to the Paris attacks earlier 
this month, hundreds of thousands 
had been set to march for action 
on climate change. But Hollande 
called a state of emergency and 
banned all protests in the region.

The police ramped up 
repression. First they raided 
activists and placed 28 under 
a form of house arrest, then 
“advised” citizens to avoid leaving 
their homes on the day.

Yet the streets were full of 
people. Demonstrations took place 
in other cities around France. 

And the NGOs and trade unions 
that had called the demonstration 
looked for other ways to mobilise.

In the morning thousands of 
people gave their shoes to the 
Avaaz NGO to “march in our place” 
in a symbolic display at Place de la 
Republique. 

Next, organisers say 10,000 
people joined a human chain 
along what would have been the 
demonstration’s route. “Change 
the system—not the climate” was 
one of the most popular slogans.

Engineer Aurore told Socialist 
Worker, “I was gutted when I 
heard about the ban. We made a 
commitment for the climate and 
we have to keep it.”

Many people were nervous at 
first. But the human chain took 
on a joyous atmosphere as people 
took confidence from taking to the 
streets. 

That fed into dancing on the 
streets around Republique square 
as people gathered to defy the ban. 
They chanted “State of emergency, 
police state—you won’t take away 
our right to demonstrate!” 

Gassed
Cops blocked the avenue to stop 
the march going any further, then 
gassed and kettled the square. 

They arrested some 341 people, 
including revolutionary left 
activists, keeping many of them 
kettled or on a police bus in the 
square for over four hours. All but 
nine were released by Tuesday.

A solid strike by teachers in 
defence of their arrested colleague 
shut down one college on Monday.

Some 58 anti-racists could 
already face charges over a 
migrants’ demonstration last week.

But the protest had already sent 
a clear message to Hollande and 
the polluters. Boris told Socialist 
Worker, “Previous generations 
fought for our right to protest, 
we’re here to use it. 

“More and more people are 
seeing that there has to be real 
change in society—the state needs 
to see that too.”

EYEWITNESS
by DAVE SEWELL
in Paris

More online
For the full report on the London 
march go to bit.ly/1PnIgdQ
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 Rulers find  
 billions for  
 clampdown  
 on refugees
Many migrants trapped at Europe’s 
borders are resisting attempts to 
keep them out, says Dave Sewell

EUROPEAN UNION (EU) govern-
ments last Sunday splashed out 
£2.1 billion on new ways to keep 
refugees out of Europe. The same 
governments claim they can’t 
afford to take in more refugees.

A full summit of the EU with 
Turkey agreed a deal that would 
see the Turkish government act as 
border guards for the West.

Turkish forces are to help patrol 
the Aegean Sea to stop refugees 
reaching Greece, and clamp down 
on Turkey’s border with Syria.

In return the EU promised an 
“initial” £2.1 billion in aid to the 
2.2 million Syrian refugees living 
in Turkey. 

It also “re-energised” the negoti-
ating process on Turkey joining the 
EU—a project long abandoned in 
the face of racist opposition from 
core EU countries.

Now the Turkish government is 
under increasing scrutiny over its 
human rights abuses, particularly its 
war against the Kurdish minority.

But any embarrassment over the 
state’s violence took second place 
for EU leaders. As summit chair and 
Polish prime minister Donald Tusk 
explained, “Our main goal is to stem 
the flow of migrants”.

Part of the trade off was for EU 
countries to take in more refugees 
directly from Turkey. 

Refused
But so many refused that German 
chancellor Angela Merkel was 
forced to convene an emergency 
mini-summit with just seven other 
EU countries to get any agreement.

French prime minister Manuel 
Valls argued last week, “We cannot 
accommodate any more refugees in 
Europe.” 

And even Sweden—one of 
Merkel’s coalition—has decided to 
roll back its asylum procedures to 
“EU minimum” levels.

As of April most refugees will no 
longer be granted asylum. Refugees’ 
right to bring their families will be 
severely cut back. 

Cops are to carry out identity 
checks on all modes of transport.

Deputy prime minister Asa 
Romson, of junior coalition party 
the Greens, broke into tears as she 
announced the “terrible decision”. 

But she said leaving the govern-
ment would be worse.

Much of the debate around the 
deal concerned the future of the 
Schengen space of open inter-
nal borders. But Britain—not a 
member of Schengen—was the first 
to pledge £260 million towards the 
Turkish deal.

Meanwhile clashes continue at 
the Greek-Macedonia border, where 
around 1,000 migrants are stuck 
trying to travel north into Europe.

One group stormed the border 
last week, tearing down part of a 
barbed wire barrier.

In another incident around 
250 threw stones at police after a 
Moroccan man was reportedly elec-
trocuted on top of a train. Cops fired 
stun grenades and rubber bullets.

The refugees have blocked rail 
lines in protest for almost two 
weeks. Even the United Nations has 
condemned the Macedonian gov-
ernment’s new restrictions.

Its response has been to build 
a new, bigger fence. And govern-
ments across Europe are acting in 
the same spirit.
Stand Up to Racism has called a 
weekend of action in support of  
refugees on 5 and 6 December.  
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk

BACK STORY
European rulers are continuing 
to contribute to a refugee crisis
lHundreds of thousands of 
refugees are seeking a safe 
escape from war and poverty
lEuropean governments claim 
they can’t afford to help
lYet last week they put another 
£2.1 billion into measures to keep 
refugees out of Europe 
lMany refugees are fleeing 
chaos caused by the West
lBut brutal immigration controls 
have put migrants’ lives at risk

 Tsipras in crisis as mass strike looms
WORKERS ACROSS Greece were 
set to walk out for a general 
strike on Thursday of this week. 

It will be their second general 
strike in three weeks.

Both public and private 
sector union federations called 
the action against attacks on 
pensions.

It follows a march last week 
by thousands of pensioners who 
would be hit by retroactive cuts.

Prime minister Alexis Tsipras’ 
left wing party Syriza was hit by 
a new round of resignations this 
month.

His friend and long term ally 
Gavriil Sakellaridis quit as an 
MP rather than back measures 
including the pensions cuts and 
attacks on mortgage debtors.

This left Tsipras with a 
parliamentary backing of just 
153 out of 300 MPs in the last 
vote on austerity measures 
imposed by Greece’s creditors.

He is now reliant on cobbling 
together support from the right 
wing parties he was elected to 
get rid of. 

He invited leaders of all 
parties in parliament except 
the fascist Golden Dawn to 
a meeting last week to reach 
agreement on the proposed cuts.

This included the Tory New 
Democracy party, which is also 
in crisis.

A poll released last weekend 
shows that Syriza’s lead has 
plummeted since an election in 
September.

 Abortion law ‘breaches’ rights
by JUDITH ORR

THE BELFAST High 
Court has ruled 
that abortion law 
in Northern Ireland 
breaches human 
rights law. 

The 1967 Abortion 
Act allows abortion on 
a number of grounds 
in England, Scotland 
and Wales. But it was 
never extended to 
Northern Ireland.

Abortion is covered 

by a 19th century law.
This makes 

abortion legal only if 
a woman’s life is in 
danger or if there is a 
permanent or serious 
risk to her mental or 
physical health. 

The case against 
the law was brought 
by the Northern 
Ireland Human Rights 
Commission.

The court’s ruling 
on Monday of last 
week could lead 

to women’s right 
to abortion being 
extended to victims 
of sexual crime. It 
could also lead to 
cases of fatal foetal 
abnormality. 

The judge said that 
such women were 
entitled to exemptions 
in the law. 

The Department of 
Justice has six weeks 
to decide whether to 
appeal against the 
ruling.

A REFUGEE challenges cops at the Macedonia-Greece border 

FIGURE IT OUT
 24  weeks is the time limit 

for legal abortions in 
certain circumstances 
in England, Scotland 
and Wales

 1  but fewer than  
1 percent of abortions 
are carried out 
after 22 weeks of 
pregnancy

 20  million unsafe 
abortions take place 
around the world 
every year

A Greek worker protests during a strike
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Poor show  
from Amazon
AMAZON HAS an 
unsavoury attitude to its 
workers. 

So why is Socialist 
Worker reviewing 
programmes on Amazon 
Prime (The Man in the 
High Castle,  
21 November)?

Maurice Whyte
by email

Bombs make 
things worse
YOUR FRONT page 
headline last week is 
exactly what I’ve been 
saying (Don’t bomb 
Syria, 28 November).

I know it’s a very 
complicated issue, with 
so many things I’m sure 
I’m unaware of. 

But bombing Isis is 
going to make things 
worse.

And they get what 
they want when we bomb 
them. So frustrating.

Jess
on Twitter

I weep for the 
Labour Party
LABOUR MPS are 
behaving badly, 
refusing to back their 
democratically elected 
leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

I weep for my party!
Liz Gardiner 

on Twitter

Kick out the 
Blairite MPs
THOSE MPs in the 
Parliamentary Labour 
Party who do not 
represent the core 
beliefs of the Labour 
membership need to be 
replaced. 

It is the Blairite,  
red-tied Tories who make 
Labour unelectable.

Kevin Hughes 
on Twitter

Always where 
the struggle is
IN FEBRUARY 1970 a 
Socialist Worker front 
page led on an unofficial 
strike of clothing workers 
in Leeds. Women became 
flying pickets and closed 
50 factories.

The price of Socialist 
Worker back then was 4d 
in old money. Last week 
we sold photocopies 
of that front page and 
raised £25 for the 
Socialist Worker appeal.

Our paper has always 
been an indispensable 
tool to advance the 
struggle.

Penny Krantz
Manchester

Just a 
thought...

Armed police in Marseille 

We’re defying state racism in Marseille
WE CALLED a protest in 
Marseille, southern 
France, last week as part 
of a weekend of solidarity 
with migrants.

It was called well 
before the attacks in Paris 
on 13 November. 

But while we were 
shocked by those events, 
we decided collectively to 
push on with the 
demonstration despite the 
state of emergency.

It’s important not to 
accept the warmongers’ 
reaction, and to defend 
our civil liberties. 

Throughout the 
migrants’ struggles we 

have always defended the 
right to freedom of 
movement and the right 
to settle. 

But racist attacks have 
been increasing in recent 
weeks. 

And it seems that the 

state of emergency is also 
becoming a pretext to 
criminalise struggles.

There was an increase 
in the identity checks 
carried out in the central 
districts of the city, 
meaning more 
undocumented migrants 
were sent to detention 
centres. 

There were several 
hundred of us who 
marched on the Saturday 
night and we will stay 
mobilised, along with 
migrant support groups in 
other French cities.

Soutien Migrants 13 activists
Marseille, France

Left must 
crush Isis
WHAT DOES Alex Callin-
icos mean when he says “in 
the West, we can’t defeat 
Isis”? (Socialist Worker,  
21 November). The Paris 
murderers were from 
Europe. Does he mean that 
socialists should not 
confront sectarian killers in 
the West?

Make no mistake the 
bigoted ideas behind Isis 
have a footing here in 
Britain. 

Callinicos quotes that in 
Syria Isis offers “humiliated 
and enraged young men a 
way to defend their dignity, 
family, and tribe”. You 
could have said something 
similar about the Nazis. In 
the 1920s and 1930s, they 
gave a humiliated nation a 
feeling of superiority. 

The ideology of Isis 
should be confronted by 
socialists and crushed.

Even if Western 
imperialism stopped today, 
it does not follow that Isis 
would stop their murderous 
attacks on Europeans. Or 
that peace would break out 
in the Levant.

It may be that Western 
adventures left behind the 
vacuum in which Isis could 
take hold. 

But the main cause of the 
bloodshed is not the West. 
The West if anything is a bit 
player. 

Isis is an offshoot of 
Saudi Arabian imperial 
machinations. Saudi Arabia 
aims to slow the rise of Iran 
as the regional hegemonic 
power and sponsor of 
murderous Syrian dictator 
Bashar al-Assad.

The situation in Syria is a 
heartrending mess. Not one 
that will improve if the 
world walks away and 
leaves it in the hands of 
sectarian butchers.

Farid Abdi
Bradford

Cash for the cops is 
one cut I’d like to see 
COUNCIL workers, health 
workers and welfare 
claimants all took a 
hammering in George 
Osborne’s autumn state-
ment last week.

But one group of people 
who seem to have escaped 
the axe are the police.

Osborne used his 
surprise £27 billion 
“windfall” to announce 
there would be no cuts to 
the police budget.

Some on the left and in 
the Labour Party argued 
police cuts threaten our 
safety. But the coppers 

aren’t on our side. 
These are the people 

who attacked the student 
protest in London last 
month. And they’re the 
ones spying on and 
harrassing Muslims.

Some of the money 
saved in the police budget 
is going to go on firearms. 

So that’s more cash to 
the people who shot Mark 
Duggan and Jean Charles 
de Menezes.

That doesn’t make me 
feel any safer.

Alice Clark
Cardiff

Stand with Palestine—don’t 
cooperate with the Co-op
MEMBERS OF Nottingham 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
(PSC) were disgusted to learn that 
the Co-op—of all banks—is closing 
all PSC accounts after to reviewing 
its “risk appetite”.

Apparently Palestinian human 
rights are too “risky” for the 
Co-operative bank.

The bank has closed the 
accounts of 20 organisations 
working for justice for 
Palestinians, including a number 
of Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
branches.

Many of us opened our accounts 
with the Co-op because it markets 
itself as an ethical alternative.

The Co-op’s “ethical policy” 
proclaims that it acts with 

“honesty and transparency”.
It adds that the Co-op treats its 

“customers fairly” and believes in 
“promoting human rights and 
equality”.

But the question is does the 
Co-op care about the human rights 
of Palestinians?

Palestinians suffer incursions on 
their human rights day in, day out 
at the hands of an occupying 
military force that continues to 
violate international law.

Just last week Israeli soldiers 
shot at least 12 Palestinians in 
protests in the occupied West 
Bank.

Israeli forces continue to 
demolish the family homes of 
Palestinians who have attacked 

soliders or settlers. 
And earlier this month they 

teargassed a Palestinian school in 
the West Bank city of Hebron.

It seems the Co-op has turned 
its back on human rights.

This is what happens when a 
hedge fund takes over your bank.

The PSC is therefore asking 
people both to complain and 
remove their own accounts from 
the Co-op as a result.

A number of us would also like 
to see protests outside Co-op 
banks, highlighting their moves 
towards unethical banking 
policies.

Please join us.
Richard Buckwell

Nottingham PSC
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TRAPPED IN 
EMERGENCY
REPRESSION AND  
DEFIANCE ON  
THE STREETS 
OF FRANCE

T
HE COPS came to 
Sarah’s apartment in 
Paris in the early hours 
four days after terror 
attacks shook the city 
last month.  

“They dragged me out of bed and 
wouldn’t let me cover myself,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “When I put 
my glasses on they tore them from 
my face. 

“My hand was trembling because of 
what was happening, and an officer 
just yelled at me to keep it still.” 

Something terrifying is happen-
ing to Muslims in France. President 
Francois Hollande declared a state of 
emergency following the attacks. 

The first 12 days saw over 1,600 
raids with almost 300 people placed 
under a form of house arrest.

Sarah said the cops “asked us ques-
tions like, ‘Where were you at the 
time of the attacks?’.” 

They doled out Islamophobic 
insults and mocked the way she and 
her family dressed. 

“My husband was told, ‘With that 
beard you shouldn’t be in France, you 
should go back to your own country’,” 
she said. “But he is French.”

Ali’s home was raided by gen-
darmes, a branch of the French 
armed forces, in the middle of the 
night last week.

“They woke up my children—my 
daughter is scared to go to bed now,” 
he said. “They handcuffed me in front 

of them while I was still undressed.”
The next day Ali was ordered to go 

to the gendarmerie and told he would 
be “confined to residence”. 

He isn’t allowed to leave his village 
and must go to the gendarmerie four 
times a day.

“In my village there is nothing,” 
he said. “I no longer work because 
of illness, but I’m not allowed to go 
to get the care I need without special 
authorisation. 

“I’m not allowed to take my chil-
dren to school. And I have to live like 
this for at least three months.”

Ended
Cops are now free to raid who-
ever they see fit—overwhelmingly 
Muslims. According to Le Monde 
newspaper, 90 percent of the raids 
ended with no arrests.

Yassir Louati from the Collective 
Against Islamophobia in France 
(CCIF) told Socialist Worker, “The 
raids have terrorised families. 

“We’ve had fathers on the phone 
crying. 

“One woman was raided in a state 
of undress—she asked to put her 
headscarf on and was not allowed.”

Yassir said mosques had been 
raided and “trashed”. “At Aubervilliers 
they broke down doors, tore open 
walls and ceilings, threw books on 
the floor,” he said. 

“At Mureaux they brought dogs 
into the mosque. Mosques are under 

surveillance and all the sermons are 
recorded.”

People have been encouraged to 
report “suspicious behaviour” to the 
authorities.

Ali said, “All this happened because 
my neighbours told the police I’d been 
praising the terrorists. I never did!

“If I had I’d stand over it. I’d ask 
why Hollande isn’t confined to house 
arrest after he said France’s strat-
egy in Syria was to bring the Free 
Syrian Army closer to the ‘present-
able Islamists’. 

“But I never said it. The attacks 
broke my heart. It could easily have 
been me or my family killed. Why 
should we be put on the spot? It’s not 
like that happens to Christians when 
a priest abuses children.”

S
ARAH SAID the raid on 
her home targeted her 
husband “because he 
was supposedly being 
‘radicalised’—which he 
isn’t”.

As Ali explained, “If your neigh-
bour doesn’t like you they can tell the 
police you support terrorists. There 
are people in the village who don’t 
like Arabs. They failed to drive me 
out, so now they’ve denounced me to 
the police.”

Talk of denouncing people has a 
particular resonance in France. 

It harks back to the Nazi occupa-
tion of the country during the Second 

World War and France’s Vichy regime 
that collaborated with it.

Yassir said, “A lot of the raids come 
from denunciations. It’s created a cli-
mate of fear. And now the bosses’ 
federation Medef has called on all 
employers to denounce their ‘radical’ 
employees.”

Articles
Press articles about “radicalisation” at 
work have been illustrated with pic-
tures of women workers in hijabs. 

Others about “radical Islam” have 
been illustrated with Muslims at 
prayer.

David shaved his beard off and was 
reported for it.

He was confined to residence and 
has to travel five kilometres to the 
police station four times a day to 
sign in. 

David is blind, but was offered no 
support from the state in making the 
trip.

Idriss Sihamedi is director of 
BarakaCity, a humanitarian charity 
that publicised David’s case. “David’s 
been put in a dangerous situation,” 
Idriss told Socialist Worker.

“It’s scandalous what Muslim 
people are going through. It’s 
the kind of thing that happens in 
dictatorships.”

BarakaCity has also been raided, 
allegedly to look for drugs and guns. 
None were found.

Yassir said this is typical. As he put 

it, “The authorities are using the state 
of emergency to settle scores against 
people they had a beef with.”

Widad and her family lived in the 
building in Saint Denis, to the north 
of Paris, where cops laid siege to the 
terrorists. 

They fired 5,000 bullets over the 
course of one night. Families there 
were given no warning.

“I didn’t know what was happen-
ing,” she told Socialist Worker. “It 
was a horrible, horrible night. The 
bombardment started as soon as we 
got in bed. We didn’t dare look.

“We ended up hiding in the bath-
room, my children on the floor under 
a blanket.”

R
ESIDENTS HAD police 
kick in their doors to 
fire through their win-
dows. Some were taken 
to detention centres and 
now face deportation.

After questioning by the police, 
families from the building were taken 
to a gym where they would live for 
over a week.

The state avoided treating the 
residents as victims of terrorism, 
with the support that status brings. 
“There was no counselling offered for 
the children,” said Widad. “It’s hard 
to explain to them what’s happened.”

While she was talking outside her 
children’s school, fighter planes flew 
low and loud over the town. Moments 

later mounted police forced parents 
and children to the side so they could 
squeeze past the school entrance, vis-
ibly terrifying a number of children.

“It’s not normal that they can do 
things like this,” said Widad. “My 
son’s still in shock, the teacher says he 
can’t concentrate in school now when 
he was such a hard worker before. 

Granted
“We’ve now been granted provisional 
temporary accommodation, but we 
don’t know what will happen next, 
where we will end up and when. 

“And we’re only talking about  
29 families—you can’t tell me there 
aren’t 29 homes.”

The residents are organising 
together to make sure none of them 
are left behind. Widad described 
them as “like a big family”.

“People from all different nation-
alities and religions lived together as 
friends, looking out for each other,” 
she said. 

“Since the siege we’ve had a lot of 
support from the community. It’s the 
state that’s let us down.”

The repression from the top has 
given confidence to racists on the 
streets. 

One vandalised mosque was 
sprayed with pictures of pigs and the 
words “Islam out of Europe”.

Ali is furious with Hollande’s party, 
the Labour-type Socialists. “When I 
was young, I was an idealist,” he said. 

“I thought the Socialist Party was the 
party that would help people. 

“I’ve been so disappointed. Now 
they want to change the constitu-
tion to put electronic collars on us 
like dogs—when we haven’t done 
anything. 

“The law is being changed to suit 
the far right, but it’s the left doing it.”

Ali said the state of emergency 
is useful for those at the top. “Look 
at the economic situation,” he said. 
“People need to eat, work and go on 
holiday.

“The state can’t provide that— 
instead it says, look there are terror-
ists everywhere. 

“Then all talk of job s  o r 
wages is forgotten.”

Yassir added, “Nothing is done 
about the real issues—unemploy-
ment, police brutality, ghettoisation.

“And they have targeted us again. 
It means that as well as being afraid 
of the terrorists, you become afraid of 
the government.”

The latest crackdown is part of a 
long history of French state racism.

“When my parents’ generation 
came they were called ‘filthy Arabs’,” 
said Ali. “Later that became ‘those 
immigrants’. 

“Now we’re all ‘fundamentalist 
Muslims’. 

“We could all have been Buddhists 
or Jews—it wouldn’t change the 
fact that France has never accepted 
Arabs.”

BY 
DAVE SEWELL 
IN PARIS

They fired 5,000 
bullets over the 
course of one 
night. Families 
there were given 
no warning

‘‘ Cops are now  
free to raid 
whoever they  
see fit—
overwhelmingly 
Muslims

‘‘ The repression 
from the  
top has given 
confidence to 
racists on the 
streets

‘‘ 

ARMED SOLDIERS patrol and stand 
outside the Grand Mosque in Paris, 
France                                                  Picture: PA
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
The politics of 
classical music
Thu 10 Dec, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
After the Paris attacks—
no to racism and war
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
Suffragettes—how 
women got the vote
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm, 
Equity Centre, Perkin House, 
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU
BRISTOL: NORTH
Greece—strikes and the 
return of the resistance
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House, 
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
BRISTOL: SOUTH
What is happening with 
the global economy?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
YHA, Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight for socialism
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
Trident—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight for socialism
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library, 
New Beetwell St (enter via 
Cafe Browser), S40 1QL
COLCHESTER
Trident—what do 
socialists say?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out, 
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
Junior doctors, strikes and 
the fight for the NHS
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre, 
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DERBY
75 years since his 
murder—Trotsky and 
Trotskyism today
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm,
West End Community Centre,  
Mackworth Rd (next to 
Britannia Mill), DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Junior doctors, strikes and 
the fight for the NHS
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,  
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
Isis and counter revolution— 
a Marxist analysis
Wed 9 Dec, 8pm,
The What Centre, 
23 Coventry St, Stourbridge 
(town centre), DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight for socialism
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Cuba, Venezuela and 
North Korea—why 
they aren’t socialist
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,   
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL
ESSEX
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL

GLASGOW: NORTH
Lessons from the  
1913-14 Dublin Lockout
Wed 9 Dec, 7.15pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe, 
86 Maryhill Rd, 
G20 7QB
HOME COUNTIES
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm,
Stockwood Hotel, 
41-43 Stockwood 
Crescent (enter via car 
park on London Rd), 
LU1 3SS
HUDDERSFIELD
After the Paris attacks—
no to racism and war
Wed 9 Dec, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House, 
2 New North Parade(near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD1 5JP
HULL
After the Paris attacks—
no to racism and war
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Grafton Hotel, 
114-116 Grafton St, 
HU5 2NP
KIRKCALDY
Lessons from the 1917 
Russian Revolution
Mon 7 Dec, 7.30pm,
Betty Nicol’s pub,
297 High St, 
KY1 1JL

LANCASTER
A socialist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 10 Dec, 7.15pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
What do socialists say 
about Christmas?
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm,
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 
2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
Marxism and religion
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Charities, Christmas 
and Capitalism
Wed 16 Dec, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
1945—the golden 
age of Labour?
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd, 
NW1 1TT

LONDON: EALING
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, 
Acton,  W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
From Syriza to Corbyn—
can reformism work?
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel, 
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: HORNSEY 
AND  WOOD GREEN 
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
West Indian Cultural Centre,  
9 Clarendon Rd, Haringey, 
N8 0DD
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Capitalism vs the 
climate—how do we stop 
environmental disaster?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and 
DLR Station), SE10 8JA
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 17 Dec, 7pm,
Camberwell Leisure Centre 
(Room 2), Artichoke Place  
(off Camberwell Church St),  
SE5 8TS

LONDON: TOTTENHAM
Can Corbynomics work?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe, 
410 Tottenham High Rd, 
N17 9JB
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
The Prevent strategy—
institutional Islamophobia
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd 
(off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Can Corbynomics work?
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm,
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
What did Lenin say about 
the Labour Party?
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
In or out? How should 
socialists vote in the 
EU referendum?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Food Factory, 
884 Stockport Rd, 
Levenshulme, 
M19 3BN

NORTHAMPTON
Can change come 
through parliament?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Lab,
95-97 Charles St, 
NN1 3BG
NORWICH
How we beat anti-union 
laws in the past and how 
we can do it today
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, 
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Resisting the cuts—
Freedom Riders and the 
fight for transport rights 
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
International 
Community Centre, 
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
POOLE
From Syriza to Corbyn—
can reformism work?
Mon 7 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Blue Boar pub 
(near multi storey car park),
29 Market Close, 
BH15 1NE
PORTSMOUTH
The Prevent Strategy—
institutional Islamophobia
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, 
PO5 4EY 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Marxism and women’s 
liberation
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
Central United 
Reformed Church, 
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Can we build a 
sustainable society?
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, 
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Capitalism vs climate—
how do we stop 
environmental disaster?
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
Oddfellows Arms, 
65 High St, 
Wellington, 
TF1 1JT
WIGAN
Capitalism vs the 
climate—how do we stop 
environmental disaster?
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm,
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Can junior doctors save 
the NHS from the Tories?
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Royal Hotel,
Ablewell St, 
Walsall,
WS1 2EL

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Disability, oppression and 
the fight for socialism
Sat 5 Dec, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club 
(opposite County Hall), 
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£9.99 £7.99 £9.99 £3

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Thu 10 Dec, 6pm,
Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB10 1JS

BRIGHTON
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, 
BN1 1AF

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove 
(next to Morrisons car park), 
E15 1HP

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm,
Oxford House, 
Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal  
Green Rd Tesco), 
E2 6HG

MEDWAY
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 
272 High St, 
Chatham, ME4 4BP

NEWCASTLE
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm,
Broadacre House, 
Market St, NE1 6HQ

OXFORD
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd), 
OX4 1YH

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire St, SO15 2GY

YORK
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

Why we say don’t 
bomb Syria

David Cameron is itching to join the bombing of Syria 

£13.99
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TELEVISION  
COMING OOT! A FABULOUS 
HISTORY OF GAY SCOTLAND
Originally on BBC Scotland 
BBC Iplayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer

THIS PROGRAMME looks at 
the changing situation for 
LGBT people in Scotland, 
using eyewitness testimony 
and archive material. 

The programme rightly 
argues that LGBT people 
have won gains.

But its claim that the 
change has been near 
revolutionary—with LGBT 
people going from being 
“pariahs” to “Scotland’s 
pride”—is a little too 
simplistic. 

TELEVISION  
... SINGS DYLAN II
Originally on BBC Four 
BBC Iplayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer

BBC FOUR has brought 
together an impressive 
compilation of different 

artists’ takes on folk legend 
Bob Dylan. 

From Joan Baez and 
KT Tunstall’s haunting 
melodies to Siouxsie and the 
Banshees’ raw energy, fans 
will find it worth a listen.

Hardboiled cop show Luther 
is still fresh after five years 
The BBC’s crime show Luther is back for a fourth series. But it remains fresh 
—because it refuses to be a regular cop show, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
BBC ONE’S leading detective 
John Luther (Idris Elba) is back 
this month for a two-part special 
of Luther. 

There’s every reason to be scepti-
cal that producers are just trying to 
drag out another procedural crime 
drama. Many initially great shows 
have been ruined that way. 

So US series Law and Order made 
an interesting stab at the so-called 
“culture wars”, touching on issues 
such as abortion rights. 

But after the first few seasons the 
show’s social commentary had col-
lapsed into a fairly standard cop 
show—and its million and one spin-
offs. You only get so much out of 
Crime Scene Investigation (CSI)-type 
high production values. 

Yet despite the show first airing 
some five years ago, Luther’s fourth 
season manages to keep up the 
show’s original appeal. 

Luther is holed up in a small cot-
tage on the southern English coast, 
quite literally living on the edge.

“A little closer every time,” he tells 
us wryly.

But Luther is quickly pulled out of 
his self-imposed exile when detec-
tives Emma Lane (Rose Leslie) and 
Theo Bloom (Darren Boyd) bring har-
rowing news. 

Eerily 
All seems eerily well in the begin-
ning as a man drives home, picking 
up dinner and texting his wife on the 
way. But the dinner is overshadowed 
as a black bird becomes trapped in 
the bathroom and dies. 

Soon Luther’s chasing a serial 
killer whose sexual fetish is cannibal-
ism. Each clue that appears to reveal 
the murderer’s identity leads to the 
next murder victim.

This does all play to many of the 
genre’s cliches, but the plots remain 
interesting partly because Luther 
doesn’t fit neatly into today’s crime 
dramas. 

There’s straight down the line cop 
shows—with a crime, an investiga-
tion and then usually someone going 
to prison. On the other end are series 
such as The Killing, with strong social 
commentary. 

Luther has always straddled some-
where between the two. It harks 
back to the hard-boiled fiction that 
was born out of the 1930s prohibi-
tion era in the US and popularised in 
pulp magazines. 

Luther fits that perfectly and 
brings the genre to a fresh audience.  
But, that said, let’s not keep it going 
too long. 
Luther 
BBC One 
Premiers 9pm, 15 December 

This collection of artist Matthew Darbyshire’s work looks at how humans relate to the spaces that they live in. 
He looks at the way people amass objects for the home, shop or office and what these objects say about us 
and our society. 

Matthew Darbyshire An Exhibition for Modern Living  
Until 10 January 2016. Manchester Art Gallery, Mosley Street, Manchester M2 3JL

A SNAPSHOT of the exhibition Picture: © Michael Pollard. courtesy of the artist and Manchester art Gallery 

‘Modern living’ 

Joan Baez 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Judith Orr

2  Red Rosa: A Graphic 
Biography of Rosa 
Luxemburg
Paul Buhle and Kate Evans

3  Percy Bysshe Shelley: 
Poet and Revolutionary 
(Revolutionary Lives)
Jacqueline Mulhallen

4 We Go to the Gallery
Miriam and Ezra Elia

5 Them and Us: 
Fighting the Class War, 
1910-1939
John Newsinger 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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READ MORE
lMarxism and Women's 
Liberation  
by Judith Orr  
£9.99 

lRochdale: an anatomy of 
the sexual abuse scandal 
by Judith Orr, in  
International Socialism 
journal  135 
Go to tinyurl.com/qjh58us 

 

lA People's History of the 
World 
by Chris Harman  
£12.99 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Anne Longfield, 
the Children's 
Commissioner for 
England (top), and 
her office's new 
report Protecting 
Children from 
Harm (bottom)

'Two thirds of abuse happens 
within family environments'

Abuse happens across society—not just in ‘troubled’ families the Tories go on about

 THE Children’s 
Commissioner's 
report, Protecting 
Children from 

Harm, looked at child 
sexual abuse within family 
networks in England. It 
used evidence from April 
2012 to March 2014.

This evidence indicated 
that abuse in family 
environments makes 
up two thirds of all 
child sexual abuse.

It noted that previous 
research showing that “many 
child sexual exploitation 
victims had previously 
been sexually abused in 
the family environment”.

The report used 
information from the police, 
social services and voluntary 
sector. Researchers also 
surveyed adult survivors.

Suffered 
It estimated that between 
400,000 and 450,000 
children suffered abuse 
over the time period and 
that 11 percent of adults 
were abused as children.

This indicates that up 
to 1.3 million children 
in England will suffer 
sexual abuse.

The report said, "Abuse 
by a family member or 
someone connected with the 
family is in itself a barrier 
to victims accessing help.

“Fear, coercion, loyalty 

and/or a desire to protect 
other family members 
may prevent a victim 
from telling anyone.”

It noted that police 
have been found to record 
reported abuse as “no 
crime” without the necessary 
conditions being met. 

“Cases of child sexual 
abuse in the family 
environment are more likely 
to be no-crimed or recorded 
as a CRI [crime related 
incidents] than other forms 
of sexual abuse,” it added.

Nonetheless, where 
police forces recorded data 
appropriately, around  
69 percent of all cases of 
child sexual abuse took place 
in the family environment.

Victims of sexual abuse 
within the family are 
likely to report the abuse 
to police “much later” 
than other victims.

Many victims “will 
not be protected during 
childhood, nor will they 
receive therapeutic help, and 
many will never see their 
abuser brought to justice”.

The report concluded that 
the current system “does not 
effectively uphold the right 
of children to protection 
from sexual abuse”.
Protecting children from harm: 
A critical assessment of child 
sexual abuse in the family 
network in England and priorities 
for action  
Go to tinyurl.com/nafuy9d 

N     
EW research   
has pointed 
to the scale 
o f  c h i l d 
sexual abuse 
taking place 

within families in England. 
A  C h i l d r e n ' s 

Commissioner’s report pub-
lished last week (see right) 
said that most children 
who suffer sexual abuse are 
abused “within the family”. 

It estimated that 11 per-
cent of adults may have suf-
fered this kind of abuse.

Why are children most at 
risk in the place we are told 
is a safe haven?

The reality of the family 
is different to the ideology 
our rulers push down our 
throats.

Pol i t i c ians  regular ly 
espouse the virtues of the 
family, by which they mean a 
heterosexual married couple 
with children. 

Some target those who 
fall outside it, such as single 
parents or LGBT people, as 
scapegoats for society’s ills.

They claim their version of 
the family is the route to indi-
vidual happiness and the well-
being of society.

Of course, many people do 
take a lot of happiness and 
comfort from their personal 
relationships. 

They can feel like the things 
that keep people going in a 
harsh world.

Tension 
But for many people the family 
can be a source of tension, 
stress and strain. Some families 
can seem like a living hell that 
people feel unable to escape 
from.

The family under capital-
ism is based on the inequality, 
oppression and hierarchy of the 
class system it grew up in. 

Just as these things are part 
and parcel of society, so they 
are part of the family.

The family emerged from 
changes leading to the begin-
ings of class societies around 
ten thousand years ago. 

Material changes drove 
changes in how people related 
to each other.

Class societies emerged 
after production developed to 
such a degree that there was 
a surplus—above what people 
needed to consume in order to 
survive. 

This meant that some could 
escape the work that most 
people did by controlling this 
surplus and living off others’ 
labour. 

The family structure grew 
up partly as a way of control-
ling the inheritance of wealth 
through generations. 

The development of agricul-
ture also tended to prioritise 
men’s labour over women’s and 
encourage women to have more 
children.

Women came to be seen as 
responsible for child rearing 
and men for production. 

This shift came with a 
change in power—over time 
women were carved out of key  

decision making. The family 
reflected the new hierarchies 
of society. The way people live 
in families has changed hugely 
over time. 

But the family still plays a 
key role in capitalism—most 
importantly in producing and  
nurturing the future workforce 
while sustaining the current 
one.

That’s why our rulers still 
put so much energy into  
promoting it. 

And however people live 

in reality, a strict hierarchy 
remains in our rulers’ version 
of the family—with children at 
the bottom. 

Children’s weak position 
in the family mirrors wider 
society.

Politicians may say that chil-
dren are precious, but in reality 
capitalism doesn't value them. 

Over a quarter of children 
in Britain—28 percent—live in 
poverty. The facilities and ser-
vices children need are slashed.

Children are regularly 

treated as a problem or even 
something to fear. They have 
the least power in capitalist 
societies—and make an easy 
target when frustrations with 
life boil over.

Working class people suffer 
particular stresses that the rich 
don't, such as poverty, drudg-
ery, poor housing and so on.

But abuse isn't a working 
class problem. 

Capitalism encourages all 
kinds of tensions and pressures 
on people that differ depending 
on their class.

On top of that, we all live 
in a society that distorts how 
people relate to each other and 
our sexuality. 

Battleground 
Capitalism treats sex as a com-
modity to be bought and sold, 
and sometimes stolen. It turns 
sex into a battleground.

Women in particular are 
bombarded with messages 
about how they should look. 

Men and women face a 
narrow definition of what sex 
should be like, what is “accept-
able” and what isn’t. 

This can turn sex into a 
source of guilt, shame and 
stress.

And because sexual rela-
tionships aren't separate from 
the inequality and oppres-
sion in wider society, they can 

reflect this.
Dominant ideas that view 

women and children as having 
less value than men diminish 
any abuse they suffer.

And everyone, whatever 
their class, experiences what 
the revolutionary Karl Marx 
called alienation. 

Although humans create the 
world we live in, it seems out 
of our control. It makes people 
feel powerless.

Targeting people who are 
even weaker can give people a 
sense of power and control that 
they don't otherwise have.

Child abuse has material 
roots in society. 

That's why it occurs across 
society—not just in the “trou-
bled families” the Tories talk 
of when they mean poor. It is 
found in all of society's major 
institutions.

But dominant ideas about 
the family make it harder for 
people abused within families 
to speak out. 

Many fear they won't be 
believed. And the thought of 
being outside the family can be 
terrifying—even if life within it 
is appalling.

The figures on abuse are 
awful. But most children aren't 
abused and most people aren't 
abusers. 

Abuse isn’t natural—it is 
rooted in the oppression, ine-
quality and alienation of class 
society.

Capitalism encourages us 
to take out our frustrations on 
those deemed less important, 
rather than challenging the 
system. 

We need to fight for a world 
without the hierarchies that 
keep children at the bottom of 
the pile.

 ABUSE— 
 A FAMILY    
 AFFAIR

A new report shows most child abuse takes place inside 
families. Sadie Robinson argues this reflects a class 
society that puts children at the bottom of the pile

Capitalism 
treats sex as a 
commodity— 
to be bought,  
sold and stolen

‘‘ 
Karl Marx said society
leaves us alienated

EYEWITNESS 
SOUTH KOREA

State takes revenge after 
strike and mass protests

Trade union activists 
facing a brutal 
crackdown in South 
Korea urgently need 
solidarity, writes 
Jong-hwan Kim
AROUND 100,000 people 
took part in a nationwide 
protest in the South Korean 
capital Seoul on Saturday  
14 November.  

The national day of action 
was called by the Korean 
Confederation of Trade 
Unions (KCTU) against 
president Park Geun-hye’s 
right wing government.

Protesters were demanding 
the scrapping of proposed 
labour reforms that would 
bring down wages and 
terms and conditions for all 
workers. 

Many were also angered by 
plans to impose government-
mandated history text books 
and healthcare privatisation. 

The authorities responded 
with naked violence. 

They deployed 20,000 
police who fired over 
180,000 litres of water from 
canons in a single day—
into ambulances and onto 
reporters filming the scene. 

This water contained 651 
litres of dissolved chemical 
agents.

An elderly farmer activist 
was knocked unconscious 
after being shot in the head 
by a water cannon. He may 
“never wake up again, barring 
a miracle”, according to his 
family.

Dictatorship
The farmer had begun his 20s 
protesting against  
Park Jung-hee’s military 
dictatorship. He was tragically 
put into a coma in the 
twilight of his life by the very 
same dictator’s daughter.

The police chief must be 
dismissed for this and the 
commanders responsible 
for the use of water canons 
should face criminal charges. 

Park is hypocritically 
talking about uprooting 
violent protests. But these are 
calculated remarks aimed at 
deflecting public outrage over 
the government’s murderous 
tactics.

Police have already 
arrested seven protesters 

and summoned the 
representatives of 46 
organisations—including 
the KCTU and revolutionary 
socialist party Workers’ 
Solidarity.

A large task force has been 
formed to hunt down KCTU 
chair Han Sang-gyun, who 
had to seek sanctuary in a 
historic Buddhist temple. 

Under the pretext of 
finding evidence of illegal 
acts, the government 
searched eight KCTU offices. 

Then on Monday of last 

week police raided and shut 
down the Mapo branch office 
of the Korean Government 
Employees’ Union (KGEU).

Mapo branch is headed by 
a Workers’ Solidarity member. 
It was the only KGEU branch 
fighting to keep its office 
open. The government had 
ordered all KGEU offices 
inside government buildings 
to be shut down.

Attacking
It has concentrated its fire 
on public sector unions, as 
a prelude to attacking the 
whole trade union movement. 

So it revoked the legal 
status of the KGEU and the 
Teachers’ and Education 
Workers’ Union. 

The raid on the Mapo 
branch was meant to signal 
further attacks against 
public service workers by 
eliminating the KGEU’s 
last remaining symbol of 
resistance.

In the face of such attacks, 
KCTU is preparing another 
national day of protest this 
Saturday. 

Workers’ Solidarity 
supports such initiatives, 
while arguing that they 
must be combined with 
industrial action. Many trade 
union leaders and left wing 
politicians across Europe 
have also signed a solidarity 
statement—and the list of 
signatories keeps on growing.

That sort of solidarity will 
give us great confidence in 
our struggle. 

Jong-hwan Kim is a member of 
Workers’ Solidarity 
To sign the statement send your 
name and union position to 
mail@workerssolidarity.org

BACK STORY
Trade unionists in South 
Korea are facing a state 
crackdown
lOver 20,000 police 
attacked a mass trade union 
march on 14 November
lOne farmer was put in a 
coma after police shot him 
with a water cannon
lA trade union leader was  
forced to take sanctuary in a 
Buddhist temple
lThe local goverment and 
education trade unions have 
been derecognised

Police fired 
over 180,000 
litres of water 
from cannons in 
a single day

‘‘ 

COPS SPRAY protesters with a water and tear gas cocktail 
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Since 2010 the 
Tories have cut 
government  
funding to councils 
by 79 percent

‘‘ 

 Tory axe leaves black hole  
 in local councils’ finances 
Contrary to claims by some of the press austerity is not over. Socialist Worker 
looks in more detail at Tory chancellor George Osborne’s Autumn Statement 

 THE Tories’ slash and burn of 
council services continued in 

last week’s Autumn Statement. 
Local government grants in 

England would be cut by 56 percent 
in the next five years. 

That’s another £6.1 billion from 
councils by 2019.

T h e  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
Association’s (LGA) reaction warned 
of a bleak future.

“Even if councils stopped filling in 
potholes, maintaining parks, closed 
all children’s centres, libraries, muse-
ums, leisure centres and turned off 
every street light they will not have 
saved enough money to plug the 
financial black hole they face by 
2020.” 

Council budgets face a £4.1 bil-
lion a year black hole. This follows 
a reduction of 40 percent in the last 
five years. 

That is a 79 percent cut in govern-
ment funding for councils since the 
Tories came to office in 2010. 

And by the end of this parliament 
they plan to axe the central govern-
ment grant altogether.

George Osborne has again pushed 
the brunt of cuts onto local councils. 

For example he shifted responsi-
bility for funding social care for the 
elderly and vulnerable from govern-
ment to local residents.

All 150 councils that provide social 
care will now be able to levy an extra 
2 percent on to their council tax bills 
from next year.

That means a doubling of coun-
cil tax increases, adding hundreds of 
pounds to council tax bills.

Council bosses say they face a  
£2.9 billion shortfall in care funding 
alone. There is no guarantee every 
council will raise tax by 2 percent or 
that it would be used to fund social 
care.

Crisis
An extra £1.5 billion is to go into the 
Better Care Fund, which is supposed 
to help integrate health and social 
care services. But the scale of the 
austerity-driven crisis in care services 
has meant the money has simply been 
used to plug gaping holes in order to 
avert disaster.

Osborne claims his measures will 
lead to a rise in social care spending 
by 2020, but the LGA disputes this 
and said that a £700 million funding 
gap would only widen.

The Tory chancellor said councils 
will be able to retain 100 percent of 
their business rates instead of 50 per-
cent as they do now. 

This means councils in rich areas 
will do better than those in poor 
areas.

Osborne also said councils can use 
the proceeds of any assets they sell to 
fund services. So encouraging more 
sell offs at a local level. 

The winners in all of this are the 
corporate vultures preparing to 
swoop as services get farmed out. THE SLASHER—Tory chancellor George Osborne

Assets sold, pledges gone...but more cash for Maj
 Ê  The Great British Fire Sale
Whitehall departments will sell £4.5 billion 
of land to fund cuts, including £1.9 billion 
from the Department of Health.

Osborne is also selling off bank loans 
and government debt for £40 billion. 

He is is continuing with his fire sale of 
the Land Registry, Ordinance Survey and 
Student Loans for £5 billion.

 ËStudent nurse funding scrapped
Osborne made a big deal about scrapping 
the cap on student nurse numbers during 
his speech. But he slipped in that state 
funding for student nurses is going to be 
scrapped altogether.

Nurses will get their £6,000 tuition paid 
for with a loan, which they’ll have to pay 
back after they qualify.

 ÌFree childcare pledge disappears
Osborne has stripped back the Tories’ free 
childcare pledge by denying it to up to  
1.4 million part-time workers.

People working less than 16 hours a 
week won’t be able to claim 30 hours of 
free childcare when it launches in 2017.

 ÍTwo million graduates to pay more
Millions of graduates will soon have to 
repay much more of their loans than they 
were initially told after the Tories secretly 
backtracked on a promise.

It will mean more than two million 
graduates will end up paying £306 more 
each year by 2020-21 if they earn over 
£21,000. 

It wasn’t in Osborne’s speech, but buried 
on page 126 of the Autumn Statement.

 Î  Tampons still a “luxury”
George Osborne has refused to slash the 
offensive “tampon tax”.

Instead £15 million raised from VAT 
placed on sanitary products, which are 
classed as luxuries, will now be ploughed 
into women’s charities, including domestic 
abuse refuges. 

 ÏMaj scrounges more from the state
A tiny detail buried on page 114 of the 
Autumn Statement confirmed the queen 
will get £42.8 million next year—up from 
£40.1 million.

George Osborne has handed the queen 
a whopping 7 percent pay rise. This will no 
doubt help the chief royal scrounger get 
by, as she has to struggle to live on her 
estimated £340 million fortune.

 OSBORNE said, 
“We are builders.” 

He meant property 
sharks.

Some £61 billion 
is going to transport 
infrastructure—but this 
will be trousered by 
private firms.

He announced  
£2.3 billion extra for 
property developers but 
it is far from clear that 
the 400,000 homes 
promised will be built 
at all, let alone where 
people most need them. 

None of them will be 
council homes.

House building 
companies’ shares 
jumped at the 
announcement.

 DEEP cuts to 
government 

departments will see the 
operational transport 
department budget 
fall by 37 percent, 
the Treasury’s by a 
quarter and three other 
ministries’ by 15 percent.

It means at least 
another 100,000 public 
sector jobs cuts on top 
of the 500,000 that 
have already gone, and 
more pay freezes for 
those that remain. 

The national debt 
the Tories claimed they 
wanted to cut is set to 
rise to £1.7 trillion.

 ABOUT £1.3 billion 
is to be spent on 

nine new jails—five to be 
erected by 2020.

Inner-city Victorian 
prisons will be sold off to 
housing developers. The 
closure of courts and 
prisons would release 
more land on which can 
also be farmed off to 
property sharks.

New video conference 
facilities are to enable 
90,000 cases to be 
heard in prisons instead 
of in a court.

Socialist Worker  5 December 2015
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IN BRIEF 

Tories take over 
fracking appeal
TORY MINISTER Greg Clark 
announced last week that he 
will decide whether Cuadrilla 
will be allowed to frack for 
shale gas in Lancashire.

Cuadrilla is appealing a 
decision made in June by 
Lancashire county council 
to halt fracking. The vote 
followed widespread local 
campaigning.

By taking the appeal out 
of the hands of the planning 
inspector, Clark can now 
override this. The appeal is to 
be heard in February.

Wardens vote to 
strike in Brighton
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Brighton and Hove have voted 
unanimously to strike against 
low pay.

The GMB union members 
are demanding a 4 percent 
pay rise from outsourcer NSL.

Action starts at 
Teesside landlord
SOME 450 workers were set 
to begin a work to rule and 
overtime ban on Saturday of 
this week at Teesside housing 
association Thirteen.

The Unite union members 
face deep pay cuts through 
changes to their contracts.

EDF meter readers 
in talks at Acas
THE UNITE union called and 
then suspended a week-long 
strike by Smart meter readers 
at EDF Energy last week.

The walkout was to involve 
around 70 workers from 
Monday of this week. 

Talks were set to take place 
at conciliation service Acas 
from Tuesday to Thursday of 
next week.

Anti-racists take 
on Ukip in Oldham
ANTI-RACISTS leafleted 
against Ukip outside its 
headquarters in Royton last 
Saturday. The racist party is 
standing in a by-election in 
the Oldham West and Royton 
constituency set to take place 
on Thursday of this week.

Stand Up to Ukip 
protesters also targeted Ukip 
leader Nigel Farage when he 
spoke in Leeds on Monday of 
this week.

Stressed teachers 
call pay walkout
TEACHERS AT a north 
London free school have 
called a series of strikes over 
conditions and pay.

The NUT union members 
work at Tech City, formerly 
STEM 6. They unanimously 
voted for strikes after a 
stressed worker collapsed in 
the classroom.

Workers plan to strike on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of 
next week, and Tuesday to 
Thursday the following week.
lSend messages of support to 
nut@islingtonteachers.org.uk

 ‘We’ll do anything it 
takes’ say OU workers
by SADIE ROBINSON

OPEN University (OU)  
workers have begun a week 
of rolling strikes in protest at 
plans to close seven regional 
OU centres and slash 500 jobs.

The UCU union members 
struck in London on 
Tuesday of this week and in 
Birmingham on Monday of this 
week.

Further strike days are 
planned this week in Oxford, 
Leeds and Gateshead. 

And workers in Cambridge, 
Bristol, Nottingham, 
Manchester, Belfast, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh and Milton Keynes 
were set to stage 24-hour 
strikes throughout next week.

A national strike on 
Wednesday of last week kicked 
off the dispute.

Alison Higgs was picketing 
at the OU centre in Camden, 
central London. She told 
Socialist Worker, “People are 
really angry. Management 
wants to go more towards 
online only courses. It is 
vandalising the structure and 
the purpose of the OU.”

Bosses want to close 
down regional OU centres 
in Birmingham, Bristol, 
Cambridge, Gateshead, Leeds, 

London and Oxford.
Pickets were out across 

Britain including in 
Nottingham, Milton Keynes 
and Leeds. Strikers in Leeds 
leafletted passers-by who were 
shocked to hear of the planned 
cuts.

Boosted
Pickets in London were 
boosted by supportive hoots 
from passing cars. UCU 
members working outside the 
OU, as well as local Unison 
and NUT union members, 
came to show their support.

Anne Martin, who’s worked 
at the OU for 15 years, said 
the cuts had left workers 
“devastated”. 

“About 100 staff here could 
lose their jobs,” she said. “It’s 
very stressful.”

Anne said she would 

“definitely support more 
action” to stop the cuts. “I’ll do 
anything it takes,” she said.

Workers have also begun 
a work to rule. UCU rep 
Isabella said this would have 
a big impact because “we are 
always working more than our 
contracted hours.”

Strikers criticised the OU 
for pushing its firm Future 
Learn—a website offering free 
online courses.

As striker Frank put it, 
“This private company aims 
to provide a cheaper model 
of education, increasingly 
online. The OU will become a 
publishing house rather than 
an educational organisation.”
lSend messages of support to 
ucu@open.ac.uk 
For a full list of planned OU 
strikes go to 
tinyurl.com/ncc2eyp

PICKETS AT the OU centre in Camden last week  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

by MARTIN JONES

SOME 190 bus drivers in 
the Unite union struck 
in Huddersfield on 
Monday of this week.

The 24-hour strike 
was against a First Bus 
management’s attempt to 
impose different conditions on 
new starters.

They will no longer qualify 
for an extra week’s holiday 
when they reach a certain 
length of service. 

The workers say this is the 
first time something like this 
has been tried in the area 
and if they do not take action 
bosses will keep coming back 
for more.

The workers were adamant 
that there should be one rate 
for the job. They said that the 
divisive changes will make 
it easier for management to 

divide and rule. They are 
especially annoyed because 
they agreed a new deal in July, 
only for management to then 
say it was dependent on these 
changes.

The strike has been very 
effective with only a very few 
buses out, driven by managers.

Management are taking a 
very hard line. Bosses even 
threatened the union with an 
injunction because they were 
picketing the bus station as 
well as the depot.

lA PLANNED 24-hour strike 
of RMT union members 
working on Stagecoach buses 
in Norfolk set for Tuesday of 
last week was suspended.

Workers are to ballot on a 
revised offer from bosses. 

They had voted for the 
walkout by nearly nine to one 
in the dispute over pay and 
conditions.

EDUCATION

STUDENTS

STUDENTS AT the Cass 
arts college in east London 
protested outside a meeting 
of London Metropolitan 
University’s (LMU) board of 
governors on Thursday of 
last week.

LMU bosses want to close 
courses and scrap student 
places as part of a plan to 
merge campuses in east and 
north London.

TRANSPORT

DISTRIBUTION

  Drive home the advantage 
in pay fight at Tesco hubs
OVER 700 Tesco lorry 
drivers and warehouse 
workers at distribution hubs 
in Doncaster and Belfast are 
being balloted to strike over 
a “pitiful” pay offer.

Bosses offered 0 percent 
for 2015 and 1.5 percent 
for 2016—after posting 
half yearly profits of 
£345 million.

Workers in the Unite 
union rejected the offer by 

91 percent in a ballot that 
closed last week.

Tesco has pared down 
its distribution network in 
recent years to cut costs, 
but this also makes it more 
vulnerable to disruption—
giving workers an edge.

They should vote for 
action and push that 
advantage home.

The ballot closes on Friday 
of next week.

TEACHERS

Fifth strike at Small Heath
TEACHERS AT Birmingham’s 
Small Heath School were set 
to strike on Thursday of next 
week.

It will be the workers’ 
fifth walkout in a dispute to 
stop the school becoming an 
academy. 

The action involves NUT, 
NASUWT and ATL union 
members.

They have won support 
from parents, students and 
other trade unionists.
lSend messages of support to 
banut@btclick.com

FOOD PRODUCTION

Rise to the Hovis challenge
MORE THAN 100 jobs are 
set to be slashed at the 
Hovis factory in Wigan.

Bosses at Hovis plan to shut 
down a bread production line 
at the factory—meaning  
111 workers could be sacked.

The cuts come after around 
48 workers were made 
redundant after bosses scaled 
down production earlier this 
year.

The factory was the site of a 
significant victory against zero 
hours contracts after strikes by 

members of the Bfawu union 
in 2013.

Regional Bfawu organiser 
Geoff Atkinson said he 
believed Hovis was being 
deliberately targeted as a 
result of that victory.

He added that Bfawu will 
be putting forward counter 
proposals to “save a number 
of jobs”.

Action is the way to thwart 
the bosses’ plans—as Hovis 
workers proved when they 
won two years ago.

THE UNITE union members on Monday of this week 

Pickets on Huddersfield 
buses refuse to be divided

Strikers and supporters in Gateshead
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FBU UNION

 Firefighters vote to 
reaffiliate to Labour
by NICK CLARK in Blackpool 

THE FBU firefighters’ union 
voted to reaffiliate to the 
Labour Party at a recall 
conference in Blackpool on 
Friday of last week.

Their decision follows 
Jeremy Corbyn’s election as 
Labour leader in September. 

FBU general secretary 
Matt Wrack argued this 
meant Labour is the best 
organisation to give workers 
a political voice.

Wrack told Social ist 
Worker, “The vote was over-
whelming. We’ve got two 
longstanding allies in key 
positions in the Labour Party. 

Lonstanding
“Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell has regularly 
attended and spoken at our 
conference.”

He added, “We understand 
that there’s a political battle 
going on—we’re ready to 
take part in it.”

But there was some oppo-
sition to reaffiliating. Scottish 
delegates voted against it. 
The decision includes not 
using money from Scottish 
and Northern Irish districts.  

Others argued that it 
would be wrong to affiliate to 
Labour while Labour councils 
are cutting fire services.

Manchester firefighter 

Simon Hickman told Socialist 
Worker, “Labour authorities 
have got cuts to their budg-
ets and they’re going to pass 
them on. 

“It’s up to us to take them 
on—industrially.”

The vote marks the end of 
11 years outside Labour. 

The union disaffiliated 
from Labour in 2004 follow-
ing a pay dispute with New 
Labour.

FBU de lega te s  a l so 

overwhe lming ly  vo ted 
against reaffiliation in 2007.

The danger of reaffiliat-
ing is that campaigning for a 
Labour government becomes 
a substitute for fighting. 

But Wrack said the FBU 
was committed to building 
a  movement against auster-
ity—and would fight all fire 
cuts. 

“Waiting until the next 
general election has never 
been our position,” he said. 

“We think the Corbyn phe-
nomenon can help to build a 
mass movement now.”

Simon warned, “The argu-
ment was made that we were 
affiliating to Corbyn and 
McDonnell. 

“Some people said we 
could leave again if the right 
kick Corbyn out. 

“But we’ve affiliated to the 
Labour Party and it would 
take something huge for us 
to disaffiliate again.”

UNISON UNION 

Activists raise concerns over election 
AS VOTING in the Unison 
union general secretary 
election was coming to a 
close this week, activists 
were raising concerns about 
incumbent Dave Prentis’s 
campaign.

Branch secretaries 
received an email from 
Prentis’s campaign team 
seeking their support. It also 
asked them to pass it on to 
their members.

This would appear to go 
outside of the union’s own 
election rules as it could 
mean Prentis’s campaign 
has used union resources.

Each candidate was given 
a list of emails of every 
Unison branch secretary. 
This was for their use only 
when seeking nominations.

Complaints are being 
made to the Electoral 
Reform Society (ERS), which 

is running the election. 
John McLoughlin, Unison 

branch secretary in Tower 
Hamlets in east London, 
spoke to Socialist Worker in 
a personal capacity.

“I received an email from 

Dave Prentis asking me 
to pass on his request for 
support to the members in 
my branch,” he said. 

“I want to know why 
branch secretaries’ emails 
have been used in this way.

“The votes are counted 
as they come in. Does this 
mean that Prentis is worried 
about how his vote is 
going?” John added.  

Socialist Worker backs 
John Burgess, the branch 
secretary of Barnet Unison 
in north London.  

John has pledged to build 
a fightback against austerity   
if he’s elected. 

Activists have leafleted 
hundreds of workplaces as 
part of John’s campaign. 

The election was set 
to close on Friday of this 
week. The result is set to be 
announced on 17 December.

HMRC 

Strikes needed to 
save tax office jobs
WORKERS AT an HM 
Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) tax office in Bootle, 
Merseyside, protested on 
Wednesday of last week 
against plans to close the 
office.

This follows a protest 
by workers in Dundee last 
month. 

HMRC bosses have 
announced plans to close  
137 tax offices across 
Britain—including the one in 
Bootle.  

The Tories’ plans would 
mean as many as 8,000 jobs 
could be slashed. And many 
more could lose their jobs if 
they can’t relocate to one the 
13 planned regional centres. 

The PCS union is calling 
for a parliamentary review 
and public consultation. 

But strikes are needed 
to beat the attacks—the 
union should call a ballot 
immediately. 

FIGHTING TO defend their pensions in 2014 Picture: Guy Smallman

JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS 

Cops won’t be prosecuted 
for spying on Janet Alder
by JUDITH ORR 

POLICE OFFICERS who ran 
a surveillance operation 
on Janet Alder will not 
be prosecuted, the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) 
has told her. 

Janet has campaigned 
for the truth about how her 
brother Christopher Alder 
died while in police custody 
in 1998. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“I have been terrorised from 
the start, because I have 
been looking for the truth.”

She is angry that despite 
evidence of the police spying 
on her—a bereaved family 
member—no-one will face 
charges. 

Evidence shows that up 
to 14 officers followed her 
and her legal team in 2000 

during a six-week inquest 
into her brother’s death.

They also spied on the 
small group of the family’s 
supporters who protested 
outside the inquest at Hull 
Crown Court. 

“They are covering up for 
the perpetrators.

“Remember that 
Christopher died on the floor 
of their custody suite.”

 A woman officer reported 
being involved in the 
surveillance on Janet after 
hearing about police spying 
on the family of Stephen 
Lawrence who was murdered 
in 1993. 

 “I still haven’t even seen 
what the surveillance on me 
contains.

“I have a right to know. 
The state has never been 
happy because I have been 
asking the right questions.”

CIVIL SERVICE

DVSA workers turn it up a 
gear with rolling walkouts
DRIVING examiners working 
for the Driver Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA) 
have escalated action 
against plans to lengthen the 
working day.

Members of the PCS 
union began a programme 
of rolling strikes on Tuesday 
of this week, and were set to 
continue until Friday.

PCS rep Darren Gerrard 
was one of those striking on 
Tuesdsay.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“The strike is really strong 
again. 

“It’s been a bit of a game 
of chess with management. 
But we’re going to keep 
going until they listen.”

Members of the Prospect 
union also struck on 
Friday of last week—and 
plan to strike every Friday 
indefinitely.

Both unions are 
implementing a work to 
rule that has seen some 
driving tests cancelled or 
rescheduled.

Bosses at DVSA have 
docked workers’ wages 
for following the work to 
rule. The unions decided to 

escalate in response.
Paul Williams from the 

PCS national executive and 
president of the Department 
for Transport group 
executive spoke to Socialist 
Worker in a personal 
capacity.

He said, “Management 
have upped the ante in a 
big way. So we’ve taken 
further strikes to escalate, 
and it’s been extremely well 
supported.”

Darren added, 
“Management have tried 
to stop us from taking a 
legitimate work to rule. 

“So we’ve withdrawn our 
labour again today.”

More PCS walkouts were 
planned in the Midlands, 
Yorkshire, Humberside and 
Wales on Wednesday and 
London, the south east and 
south west on Thursday.

The PCS were set for a 
national strike alongside 
Prospect members this 
Friday.

lPCS are calling for donations 
to the hardship fund. Email 
gary.washer@btinternet.com 
for details

Strikers mount a picket line at Atherton in Greater Manchester 
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PROTESTS OF junior doctors, such as this one in London in October, helped build the momentum for strikes. More mobilisations are needed to get the strikes back on

 JUNIOR DOCTOR  
 REVOLT STALLS
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

JUNIOR DOCTORS across 
England had been set to 
walk out for 12 hours on 
Tuesday of this week, in 
the first of three planned 
walkouts.

But unfortunately the 
doctors’ British Medical 
Association (BMA) organ-
i sa t ion  suspended  i t s 
programme of industrial 
action for talks at the last 
minute.

Many junior doctors are 
“frustrated”, “shocked” and 
“disappointed” with the 
BMA’s decision.

Nicki is a junior doctor 
working in east London. 

“This was a result of our 
pressure. But they could 
have gone ahead without 
seeming unreasonable, but I 
understand why we agreed to 
negotiations.

“But my overwhelming 
feeling is disappointment.” 

Many only found out 
through the news or social 
media.

Junior doctor Rory from 
Manchester told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m pretty shocked 
that it was suspended at such 

short notice. It’s a bit frustrat-
ing and not what we would 
expect from the BMA.”

Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt plans to impose 
new contracts that would 
tear up terms and conditions 
and put patient safety at risk. 

The BMA’s junior doctors’ 
committee withdrew from 
negotiations in August. 

Junior doctors began 
organising across Britain and 
delivered a 98 percent vote to 
strike last month. 

But following last minute 
talks at the Acas concilia-
tion service the BMA agreed 
to suspend industrial action 
until 13 January. 

Pressure
The junior doctors’ revolt put 
Hunt under massive pressure. 
Solidarity was coming in 
from across the trade union 
movement. 

Hunt claimed to offer a 
pay increase in November but 
the BMA rejected this. 

He didn’t want to agree 
to Acas negotiations without 
him but stepped aside last 
week so talks could resume. 

But the BMA blinked first.
The “memorandum of 

understanding” signed by the 

BMA, NHS Employers and the 
Department of Health agrees 
that a “return to direct and 
meaningful negotiations” is 
the “right way forward.”

While it promises to nego-
tiate on pay and safeguard 
against working dangerous 
hours, Hunt’s “cost neutral” 
November offer is still the 
basis for negotiation. 

Hunt is playing a smoke 
and mirrors game to defuse 
the dispute. As east London 
GP Jackie Applebee said, 

“Jeremy Hunt is hoping that 
the momentum will fizzle out 
over Christmas.”

He gloated last night that 
the strike suspension was a 
“victory for common sense”. 

This is part of the gov-
ernment’s long term plans 
to smash all health workers’ 
pay and soften the NHS up 
for privatisation. 

The Tories have no inten-
tion to back down from that. 

Rory said, “We didn’t want 
to take industrial action 
and it’s good that Hunt has 
agreed to negotiation.”

But junior doctors are also 
clear that a fair and safe con-
tract has to come out of talks. 

“If it doesn’t then the BMA 
should call another strike,” 
said Rory. 

Strength
Nicki added, “We’ve been 
messed around before by the 
government. This has gal-
vanised us and they’d want 
to do anything to prevent 
us showing our strength in 
numbers.”

Activists have to make sure 
that the momentum is not 
broken. In east London they 
were out leafleting this morn-
ing. Jackie said, “We gave 

out 1,000 leaflets saying the 
fight’s still on and they flew 
out of our hands.

“We spoke to two junior 
doctors who were very angry 
and feel the rug’s been pulled 
from under their feet—but 
they were buoyed by the fact 
we were there.”

Junior doctors at Whipps 
Cross Hospital, east London, 
went ahead with a lunchtime 
rally on Tuesday of this week. 
Passing cars and ambulances 
tooted their horns in support. 

And this Friday activists 
have organised a demonstra-
tion in central London.  

Nicki said, “I want to thank 
everyone at Whipps Cross in 
Unison and Unite who we’ve 
built links and demonstrated 
with.

“We’re going to keep those 
up and if we strike in January 
we’ll be in a good position.” 

Activists should keep 
organising events and hold-
ing demonstrations. It was 
wrong to pull strikes.

Keep up the pressure—and 
get the action back on.

Rallying in support of the junior doctors at Whipps Cross

Hunt is playing 
a smoke and 
mirrors game 
to defuse the 
dispute

‘‘ 
More online
Paramedic speaks out  
socialistworker.co.uk
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