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lTHE GOVERNMENT has 
denied rumours that the 

Chilcot inquiry into the Iraq war 
is to be further delayed as Chilcot 
looks into the lies about the Syrian 
war as well. A Tory spokesperson 
didn’t tell Troublemaker, “We 
will need an entirely new inquiry 
into these untruths. The Chilcot 
delay is Jeremy Corbyn’s fault.”

No profit in peace as war 
gives gun runners an ‘uptick’
WAR IS good for business. 
Defence companies have 
rushed to assure investors 
that they stand to gain from 
the escalating conflicts in 
the Middle East.

Raytheon, Oshkosh, and 
Lockheed Martin were at a 
Credit Suisse conference in 
the US last week.

Lockheed Martin executive 
vice president Bruce Tanner 
told the conference his firm 
will see “indirect benefits” 
from the war in Syria. 

In particular he cited the 
Turkish military’s recent deci-
sion to shoot down a Russian 
warplane.

The incident, Tanner said, 
heightens the risk for US mili-
tary operations in the region, 
providing “an intangible lift 
because of the dynamics of 
that environment and our 
products in theatre”.

He also stressed that 

the Russian intervention 
would highlight the need for 
Lockheed Martin-made F-22s 
and the new F-35 jets.

And for “expendable” 
products, such as a rockets, 
Tanner added that there is 
increased demand, includ-
ing from the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia 

because of the war in Yemen.
Raytheon chief execu-

tive Tom Kennedy told the 
conference that he is seeing 
“a significant uptick” for 
“defence solutions across the 
board in multiple countries in 
the Middle East”.

Noting that he had met 
with King Salman of Saudi 

Arabia, Kennedy said, “It’s all 
the turmoil they have going 
on, whether the turmoil’s 
occurring in Yemen, whether 
it’s with the Houthis, whether 
it’s occurring in Syria or Iraq, 
with Isis.”

lSHARE PRICES  o f 
Europe’s largest weapons 

manufacturers all jumped fol-
lowing the decision to join the 
bombing campaign in Syria.
Stock values at BAE Systems, 
Airbus, Finmeccanica and 
Thales all rose.

BAE Systems jumped four 
points at the start of trading, 
just hours after its Tornado 
jets left bases in Cyprus to 
bomb Syria.

In total BAE Systems, the 
main beneficiary from British 
military spending, has seen 
its value increase by 14 per-
cent after the Paris attacks of 
13 November.

lPOLICE CARRIED out anti-terror 
attack exercises in London, with 

pictures of mock corpses. It came with  
warnings that injured people will be left 
to die. When? The day before MPs were 
urged to vote for war. How similar that 
was to February 2003, when Tony Blair, 
sent 450 armed troops and tanks to 
parade around Heathrow airport the day 
before millions marched against war.

Expensive missiles 
that don’t work 
EACH OF the RAF’s 
Tornado GR4 jets costs 
£9.4 million, and each 
flight costs around £35,000 
per hour.

Two Tornados are 
typically used for each 
flight, and each flight lasts 
anywhere between four 
and eight hours.

Even at the lowest 
estimate, each flight costs 
£140,000.

Their cargo is four 
Paveway bombs and two 
Brimstone missiles, costing 
£22,000 and £105,000 per 
unit.

That’s £298,000 plus the 
cost of the flight which is 
£438,000, and that’s an 
optimistic estimate. 

If the jets carry 
Storm Shadow 

missiles—which cost 
£800,000 a pop—and 
conduct an eight-hour 
mission, the total cost is 
higher. And none of this 
takes into account the cost 
of fuel.

Much was made of the 
Brimstone in the run-up to 
war. 

The maunfacturers claim 
it is the “most accurate 
precision strike product on 
the market”. 

In fact the first stikes 
launched by the Tories 
didn’t use them because 
they don’t fit on the planes 
they sent.

British interests 
rather than truth
SIR MARK Lyall Grant 
is the government’s 
National Security Adviser 
and is, inevitably, 
an Old Etonian. 

According to former  
British ambassador 
Craig Murray, “He is 
also one of the nastiest 
people I have ever met.

“In 1999 within the 
Foreign Office he tried 
to remove me from my 
position as Deputy 
High Commissioner 
in Accra because, 
in a speech at an 
anti-corruption 
conference, I 
had stated 
that British 
firms too 
were 

sometimes involved 
in corruption. 

“In a very frosty 
interview, he told me 
my job was to promote 
British interests, not 
promote the truth.

According to Murray, 
Lyall Grant “directly told 
me that furthering the 
British interest is more 
important than truth.”

More recently, Lyall 
Grant was responsbile 
for convincing 
Labour MPs to vote 
for war last week. 

Heathrow 2003

Mark Lyall Grant

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I think the 
focus for now is 
finding a peaceful 
solution to the 
civil war’ 
Hilary Benn MP explains his 
opposition to airstrikes in Syria 
back on 15 November after the 
attacks in Paris

‘The most 
extraordinary 
speech... never 
seen a speech 
like it’
BBC News deputy political 
editor James Landale likes 
Hilary Benn’s pro-war speech 
last week

‘One of the most 
commanding 
speeches in a 
generation’
As does the Guardian

‘Historians will 
look back to read 
an impassioned 
and impressive 
speech’
But then it liked Tony Blair’s 
2003 speech on invading Iraq

‘Everybody’s 
cryin’ about 
some kid that 
they found lyin’ 
on a beach, born 
in a manger’
Bono fights back with a song 
against “death cult” Isis as 
opposed to the “life cult” that 
is U2 

WAR AND corpses—the last hope of the rich by John Heartfield 1932

ALL RISE

£4BN
of arms sales licensed  to 
Saudi Arabia by the Tories 
since 2010 

133
number of civil servants 
promoting arms exports. 
Just 107 promote all other 
British exports

The miraculous 
Syrian oilfield
ON 23 October The 
Daily Express newspaper 
reported, “The terrorists’ 
oil field in eastern 
Syria was obliterated 
in a day of bombing. 

“US operations officer 
Major Michael Filanowski 
told reporters in Baghdad 
the Omar oil field was 
blitzed, heavily damaging 
the lucrative funding 
source for ISIS.”

But oddly the Express 
reported on 3 December, 
“Four Tornados took 
off from RAF Akrotiri, 
Cyprus just an hour after 
MPs voted in favour of 
launching airstrikes in 
the war-torn country.

“The jets struck 
targets in the Omar oil 
field in Eastern Syria, 
dealing a ‘real blow’ 
to the death cult, also 
known as Daesh.”
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Tory MP edits 
in her own 
death threat
TORY MP Lucy Allen 
published a genuine email 
from a voter who branded 
her “an empty shell of 
a human being” and 
“detached from reality”.

The reason was that 
she had voted in favour 
of bombing Syria.

Rather ominously the 
post concluded with the 
words, “unless you die”.

But the person who 
sent the email said they 
had sent the insult but 
not the death threat.

The MP deleted 
the post and said it 
had been edited for 
“illustrative purposes”.



COMMENT 3

WHAT WE THINK

JOIN THE STRUGGLE TO 
TOPPLE THEIR SYSTEM

They can see that bombing Syria is not 
about making people safe in Syria or 
in Britain. 

It is yet another imperialist 
adventure so the West can carve up 
the Middle East. 

Now that the bombing has begun, 
we can’t let up on the protests. 

Many who have marched over the 
last week remember the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars and know what the 
reality of imperialist war looks like. 
Many others are getting involved for 
the first time. 

We must stay in the streets, and win 
all those who are unsure about the 
war to join the resistance. 

We need to expose the Tories’ true 
motives for sending bombers to a 

country already destroyed by war.
And we need a militant mass 

movement that can force the Tories 
out of the war. 

That also means mobilising to resist 
the racist backlash against Muslims.  

Activists can build anti-war rallies, 
pickets and protests everywhere. 

Trade unionists can raise the issue 
of the war at work and activists can 
build links with local mosques, schools 
and colleges.  

We can stop this war—but we need 
to get organised.  

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn voted 
against the war, alongside the majority 
of Labour MPs. 

But he gave a “free vote” to the 
Parliamentary Labour Party and 

66 MPs voted for airstrikes. It was 
sickening to see Labour’s shadow 
foreign secretary Hilary Benn claim 
that bombing was in the socialist 
tradition of internationalism. 

He even had the gall to invoke the 
memory of the Spanish Civil War. 

The real meaning of 
internationalism is that you have more 
in common with ordinary people 
across the world than you ever have 
with your own ruling class.

The Tories and political 
commentators heaped praise on 
Benn because he played into the 
establishment’s hands. 

He gave the Tories’ bombs a left 
gloss.

If we are to beat the Tories and 
their lackeys in Labour we can’t sit 
back and hope that change will come 
through parliament. 

Socialist Worker argues that real 
change comes from below. 

That’s why the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) is organised in branches 
across Britain. 

Struggle 
We believe that being a socialist means 
being part of every struggle—big or 
small.  We support workers on strike, 
we fight for refugees’ right to find a 
home in Britain. 

And we are part of every 
mobilisation against the Tories’ 
imperialist wars.  

But we will never get rid of wars 
until we get rid of the capitalist system 
that breeds them. 

That means we will need a 
revolutionary struggle that transforms 
society. 

Being a socialist isn’t just about 
what you are against, it’s about what 
you are for. 

If you want stop the bombing 
of Syria—and don’t want to keep 
marching against new wars every year 
—join us in the struggle. 

The SWP is fighting for a socialist 
society free of war, exploitation and 
oppression. 

Join us today. 
Go online to swp.org.uk/forms/join-swp

 T
HE RULING class loves a 
war. They pretend that we 
all have a “national interest” 
against an outside enemy and 
distract us from the attacks 

they are raining down on us. 
The Tories also want to use this 

latest war to ramp up racism against 
Muslims. 

Yet David Cameron has the nerve 
to try and co-opt the “You ain’t no 
Muslim bruv” comment by a witness 
to the knife attack at Leytonstone 
Tube station, in east London. 

He wanted to portray himself 
as being on the side of millions of 
Muslims who feel demonised. 

But it’s Cameron who is creating 
the racist climate that labels Muslims 
as dangerous “extremists”. He’s trying 
to position himself to launch a fresh 
attack. 

Propaganda
The Tories’ pumped out war 
propaganda—and were helped by the 
Labour MPs who joined them.

But thousands of people across 
Britain are not swallowing their war 
lies or the racist rhetoric that goes 
with them. 

Protesters took to the streets in 
their thousands in the days leading 
up to the vote to bomb Syria on 
Wednesday of last week. People are 
angry—and they are right to be.  

We need a militant 
mass movement 
that can force the 
Tories out of their 
new war on Syria’

‘‘ 
If you liked this issue of Socialist 
Worker, why not subscribe? 

You’ll receive 20 pages of news, 
analysis and political debate every 
week for just £5 a month

For more details phone
020 7840 5601 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk

 LET
 THEM
  IN!

 REFUGEES IN CALAIS ARE FLEEING  WAR AND POVERTY

Migrants from the camp tell us their storiesPages 10&11

Tories’ racist onslaughtPages 4&5

Benefits myth exposedPage 17

REFUGEES FROM across the world face destitution in Calais

A FRENCH aid worker greets amigrant in the ‘jungle’ camp

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ Scared, scarred & starved in Calais Motley pirate mutinies  that began a new era  

Author Marcus Rediker: Ships were ‘floating factories’ of exploitation  >>Pages 14&15Thousands rally to Corbyn >>Page 20 Tube workers are right to strike >>Page 7

Blairites and Brownites feel the heat in Labour’s leadership campaign Tube bosses want to force London Underground staff to work all night...
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 Get Socialist Worker 

THOUSANDS protest 
outside parliament 
ahead of the vote for 
war (left) 
Picture: Guy Smallman 

 
David Cameron (top) 
pulled Britain into a 
new imperialist war 
helped by Labour 
MPs, such as Tom 
Watson (bottom), who 
gave it a left spin
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FORMER SOLDIERS who fought in the Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya threw their medals down at 
Downing Street in protest at the airstrikes on Syria on Tuesday of this week   Picture: Guy Smallman

It’s never too soon to escalate for the 
Tory warmongers with the big ideas
by JUDITH ORR

TORY DEFENCE secretary 
Michael Fallon has warned that 
the war in Syria was “not going 
to be short or simple”.

Before the vote for war the 
talk had been about a swift and 
urgent military intervention to 
break Isis.

The warmongers argued this 
would make British streets safe 
and open a space for a peace 
process in Syria. Now Fallon 
admits this may take years.

Iraq
He referred to the current 
bombing campaign in Iraq 
saying, “The American estimate 
of the campaign in Iraq, which 
began last year, was that it would 
last at least three years and we’re 
not halfway through that yet.”

The Tories still publicly rule 
out using ground troops. But 
some argue that the logic of the 
war will make them necessary.

Tory William Hague said 
intervention shouldn’t rule 
out the use of “small specialist 
ground forces in the future”.

Barack Obama ruled out 

ground troops in a special 
statement on Sunday. 

He said, “Air strikes, special 
forces and working with local 
forces who are fighting to regain 
control of their own country—
that is how we’ll achieve a more 
sustainable victory.”

Yet the US has already sent 
increasing numbers of what 
they describe as a “specialised 
expeditionary targeting force” 
into Iraq and Syria.

The ruling class has a history 

of winning people to war by 
arguing that intervention will be 
minimal. But there is always a 
drive to escalate.

The other danger of escalation 
lies in expanding the bombing 
over yet more countries. 

The US has already renewed 
reconnaissance flights and 
bombers over Libya. France has 
joined them. 

Devastated
Isis is building a base in Sirte and 
other towns in Libya, a country 
still devastated and violently 
divided after the last Western 
intervention.

The real aims of the West’s 
war, to impose its interests on 
the region, are exposed by the 
plans for peace talks. 

The West and allies including 
Saudi Arabia will be choosing 
which opposition groups they 
will approve to sit at the table 
over coming weeks.

Dictator Bashar al-Assad is to 
be invited to take part in future 
talks. 

Yet his regime had been the 
target of previous British plans to 
bomb Syria in 2013.

 Not enough killing for some 
THE VOTES against 
the bombing of Syria 
are not all votes 
against war.

Some MPs voted 
against the bombing 
because it wasn’t 
enough. They wanted 
a bigger war that 
included the use of 
ground troops.

For example 
John Mann, an arch 
opponent of Jeremy 
Corbyn, declared, 

“A few extra planes 
attacking defined 
targets in Syria are 
neither a solution, 
nor are they much 
assistance.

“This approach is 
more of a gesture. 
Syria needs more than 
gestures.”

These are votes 
that could go in favour 
of extending military 
action in any future 
debate.Labour’s John Mann

Isis doesn’t  
run on oil
THE TORIES are boasting that 
British war planes are choking 
off Isis’s oil supplies. 

RAF jets bombed well heads 
in Omar oil field last weekend, 
allegedly (see page 2).

Isis controls the majority 
of Syria’s oil fields. But most 
are ageing. Isis doesn’t have 
the resources to maintain the 
technology although it does 
have the ability to hire skilled 
workers. 

It sells this oil to diverse 
clients—mostly within its 
territory.

That includes Syrian rebel 
forces that are fighting both 
Bashar al-Assad’s dictatorship 
and Isis. 

There aren’t actual pipelines. 
“Independent traders” queue for 
weeks in trucks to fill up with oil.

When supplies are disrupted, 
ordinary Syrians will struggle to 
heat their homes.

But it’s only part of Isis’s 
money. It made £240 million 
through taxation and extortion 
alone in 2014. 

The Western media used 
the destruction of the ancient 
temples at Palmyra to show how 
“backward” Isis was. 

But Isis made sure to asset 
strip Palmyra first. Many 
artefacts have already been sold 
in London. 

Oil isn’t fuelling Isis—
imperialist destruction and the 
sectarianism it sows is.

Civilians already dying 
under the West’s bombs
DAVID CAMERON claimed that 
the West needed Britain to join in 
bombing Syria because its bombs 
were the most accurate. 

British participation would 
mean civilian casualties could be 
avoided. 

He even claimed no civilians 
had died in Iraq after the last  
15 months of bombing. 

But now defence secretary 
Michael Fallon admits that 
“war is a messy business” and 
that British airstrikes could kill 
civilians.

The airstrikes are portrayed as 
simply targeting infrastructure 
and known militants—as if these 
are easily identifiable in open 
spaces.

Population
But the West is dropping bombs 
on a city that was Syria’s sixth 
largest. Raqqa had a population 
of more than 250,000 before the 
2011 uprising. 

Those civilians still remaining 
are trapped by Isis and are 
bombarded by Assad’s forces and 
the West.

Bombs fall among the 
hospitals, schools, shops and 

markets as people struggle to 
survive.

One estimate puts the number 
of civilians killed by US bombing 
in Syria so far at almost 500, 
including 100 children.

British drones have been 
supporting this bombing already 
by offering “intelligence”.

 Airstrikes  
 begin after 
  MPs vote for  
 imperialist  
 war on Syria  
BRITISH RAF fighters have 
launched waves of airstrikes on 
Syria since MPs voted by 397 to 
223 for war on Wednesday of last 
week. 

Tornados took off from British 
military base Akrotiri in Cyprus 
just hours after the vote. A further 
eight jets were sent to join the four 
already bombing.

Our rulers talk of “bombing 
Isis”—not bombing Syria.

The media reported how Russian 
bombs had killed a five year old girl 
in the north western town of Habeet 
last Saturday.

But just as in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Libya, British bombs will kill 
ordinary people. 

As MPs voted for Britain to join 
a new imperialist war around 3,000 
people took the road outside parlia-
ment. The protest and mass die-in 
was organised by the Stop the War 
Coalition. 

Anger erupted through the crowd 
as the news came in and chants of 
“Shame on you” and “No Justice no 
Peace” rang out. “They are murder-
ers who are killing Muslims,” said 
Palestinian Nazra. 

David Cameron smeared anyone 
who disagreed as a “terrorist sympa-
thiser”. But one protester’s chant of 
“David Cameron—terrorist” rippled 
through the crowd. 

Cameron said bombing was about 
“keeping the British public safe”. 
And shadow foreign secretary Hilary 

Benn claimed it was about the fight 
against “fascism”.

This helped justify the 66 Labour 
MPs who supported the Tories after 
leader Jeremy Corbyn called a free 
vote (see page 7).

In reality, the war is about keep-
ing Britain’s place alongside the 
other imperialist powers.

Former Tory foreign secretary 
Lord Hague said that Syria’s bor-
ders weren’t “immutable” and might 
need to be “subdivided”.

He wants Britain to be part of an 
imperialist carve up of the region.  

The Tories are buoyed by the 
large majority in parliament. But 
opposition to our rulers’ new war in 
the Middle East can be built in the 
streets.

BACK STORY
Tory leader David Cameron has 
longed to wage war in Syria
lHe wanted to bomb in 2013, 
but was defeated in a vote in 
parliament
lThousands of people had taken 
to the streets to stop him in his 
tracks
lBut Cameron renewed his 
efforts after terrorist attacks in 
Paris last month
lHe got his wish after a vote last 
week—but thousands have taken 
to the streets once again

Wave of protests brings anti-war 
mood onto the streets in anger
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THOUSANDS OF protesters 
have taken to the streets against 
Britain joining another war in the 
Middle East.

Activists were building for a 
national demonstration in central 
London this Saturday.

Lucinda Wakefield, from 
Sheffield Stop the War, 
told Socialist Worker, “Our 
demonstration on the night of the 
vote was very lively and angry.

“We’ve now got links with other 
groups in Sheffield who we’re 
working with to get coaches down 
to London.”

Around 400 joined a Stop the 
War rally in Friends Meeting House 
in central London last Saturday.
Many young people new to 
campaigning brought their placards 
from previous protests.

Ismail is a sixth form student 
in west London. He told Socialist 
Worker, “I’ll be going to as many 
protests against the war as I can.

“We’ve been going round 
my sixth form talking to people 
and putting up posters for the 
demonstration.”

“I’ve not been involved before, 
but I thought now is the time to 
stand up and do something. “

Seb, a college student, added, 
“It’s totally disgusting what they’re 
doing—we just have to get more 
involved.”

Up to 500 people marched in 

Nottingham, where there had been 
reported Islamophobic attacks.

Around 2,000 people joined a 
demonstration in Bristol on the 
night of the vote—and were set to 
march again on Wednesday of this 
week.

Network
“The demo is looking very big 
already,” said Unison union 
member Huw Williams from 
Bristol. “It’s been called by the 
same network of sixth form 
students who organised the demos 
after Tories got in.”

The protests are reigniting 
Stop the War groups. Huw added, 
“We’ve had a lot of support from 
local people on the march—there’s 
definitely a strong anti-war mood.”

In Manchester 2,000 people 
marched on the night of the vote, 
the city’s second anti-war protest in 
a week. Hundreds marched there 
again last Saturday. 

Activist Mark Krantz said people 
stopped their shopping and got off 
buses to join the demonstration. 
“People are now signing up for the 
coaches despite it being so close to 
the holidays,” he said.

Birmingham already has two 
coaches booked—including one 
from the one of the mosques. 

And Scotland has already had 
three demonstrations in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh. 

Polls show the war is unpopular. 
The protests are our chance to turn 
that mood into active opposition.
Go to stopwar.org.uk

Michael Fallon promises “years” of war

Rival powers struggle for influence in Syria
by GHAYATH NAISSE  
Syrian socialist, Revolutionary Left Current

FOR REGIONAL and global 
powers, the war on Isis has 
become the justification for 
military intervention in Syria. Yet 
Isis emerged in the shadow of 
the US occupation of Iraq. 

The struggle in Syria has 
transformed into a struggle 
for influence and dominance 
between regional and 
international powers with rival 
interests. 

Russia, Iran and their allies 
are trying to keep a foothold in a 
geopolitically and economically 
crucial region of the world.

After its intervention in 
Ukraine, Russia relies on its 
military involvement in Syria to 
regain and confirm its standing 
as a global power.

It aims to impose a new 
international balance of power 
that favours its interests.

The Saudi regime, Qatar 
and the Gulf monarchies are a 
stronghold of counter-revolution 
in the whole region.

One of their main motivations 
for intervention in Syria is 
confronting their rival Iran.

They use a particular 

interpretation of Islam to justify 
the oppression of their people.

They bankroll dictatorial 
regimes and have supported the 
fundamentalist and sectarian 
forces in Syria. They helped 
defeat the popular revolution 
because its victory would have 
threatened those regimes.

For the same reasons they 
backed the coup in Egypt.

Aerial bombardment—both 
Western and Russian—adds to 
the chaos and devastation in 
Syria and Iraq. This will not 

defeat Isis—and the rapid defeat 
of Isis is not its objective. 

Instead it will add to the 
sufferings of the Syrian and Iraqi 
masses, and to the destruction 
of society and its infrastructure. 
These are the same factors that 
led to the emergence of Isis.

We need to stop the bombings, 
killings and destruction, and stop 
the regional powers supporting 
reactionary forces. We also 
need solidarity with the popular 
masses and the revolutionary 
and democratic forces. 

What makes a ‘terrorist’?
TWO KNIFE attacks 
were treated very 
differently this week.

Muhaydin Mire is 
accused of slashing 
a man’s neck at 
Leytonstone Tube 
station in east London 
last Sunday. He 
appeared to have 
severe mental health 
problems, which his 
family had raised 
with police.

Cops classed it as 
a “terrorist incident”. 
So did most of the 
media.

The next day a man 
was stabbed to death, 
seemingly at random, 
at a Poundland 
store in Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire.

But that one wasn’t 
“terrorist”.

Demonstration in Manchester on Wednesday of last week  Picture: Mark krantz

French bombs fall on Raqqa

Court drawing of Muhaydin Mire
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 Don’t get tangled up  
in imperial rivalries
THE DRUMS of war are beating ever louder in the Middle 
East. Following hot on the House of Commons vote to  
bomb Syria, Germany’s parliament endorsed sending 
troops to the region, albeit in non-combat roles. The US 
is deploying more special forces troops to operate in Iraq 
and Syria.

Socialists and anti-imperialists therefore have to build the 
broadest and biggest anti-war movement possible. But this 
task faces new complications.

In 2003 the US and Britain started a war by invading Iraq. 
This time there is a war already going on in Syria. And it isn’t 
anything like the Spanish Civil War that shadow minister 
Hilary Benn dishonestly compared it to last week.

That was a relatively straightforward struggle between 
fascists and reactionaries on one side and progressive liberal 
and socialist forces on the other. 

True, the Stalinists and social democrats in the latter 
camp united to crush the revolutionaries. But even that was 
a relatively transparent ideological struggle.

The Syrian war is a complex, many-sided conflict, pitting 
against each other domestic forces that are increasingly 
defined in confessional and sectarian terms. These are 
backed by outside regional and global powers for their own 
interests. The secular democratic impulse of the original 
2011 risings survives only weakly.

Moreover, various currents in the Western left have their 
sympathies with different sides in the war.

George Galloway, for example, has never made a secret of 
his support for Bashar al-Assad, whose Ba’athist regime he 
sees as a progressive, secular force.

This didn’t matter in 2003, since the Syrian regime wasn’t 
a player in that war. Now it can matter in as much as it leads 
to arguments that may divide the anti-war movement. 

For example, many on the left have made a lot of Russia’s 
claim that it has proof that Turkey has been importing oil 
from oilfields controlled by Isis in eastern Syria.

They say that this proves that Turkish president Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is one of Isis’s main sponsors.

Misleading
This argument is misleading on two counts. First, it’s not 
news that this oil is being exported across the Syria-Turkey 
border. Plenty of other actors trade with Isis. 

The Financial Times newspaper has conducted a series 
of investigations showing that the Assad regime buys oil 
from Isis, sells arms to it, and supplies experts to run power 
stations in Isis-controlled territory.

Secondly, it’s certainly true that Erdogan’s government 
has been funding and backing different Sunni jihadi groups 
in Syria and casting a blind eye to Isis activities. 

But this is because its prime concern is to prevent 
the Kurdish nationalist PKK from consolidating its own 
territorial enclave in Syria and using it to reinforce the 
liberation struggle in Turkey. Isis’s value to Erdogan is as a 
counterweight to the PKK.

This kind of calculation is typical of the motives of all the 
different external actors in the Syrian war. Those who want 
to make Erdogan the root of all evil tend to be sympathetic 
to the Russian intervention in Syria. 

But president Vladimir Putin started bombing in Syria not 
to defeat Isis but to prop up Assad, whose murderous regime 
has long been Moscow’s closest ally in the region.

The moral of this is that the anti-war movement should 
stay out of all the different powers’ geopolitical schemes and 
the spurious arguments used to justify them. 

Our task is to mobilise against the US-led military 
campaign in the Middle East and our own government’s 
participation. This broad stand can gain the support of 
Syrians opposed to the bombings.

This doesn’t mean that people who back Russia, or even 
Assad, have no place in the anti-war movement. Others on 
the British left have used their presence at anti-war rallies as 
a reason for not supporting the Stop the War Coalition.

This is a bad mistake. We should accept that we have 
different takes on the Syrian struggle, but still work together. 

Socialist Worker stands strongly with the Syrian 
Revolution and its original promise. But we won’t forget 
that the main enemy is at home, and we’ll unite with all who 
want to mobilise against it.

 Muslim women in frontline  
 as racist hate crimes soar 
The fallout from 
last month’s Paris 
attacks has fuelled 
a rise in racism—
and resistance to it, 
reports Judith Orr

U P  TO  5 0 0  p e o p l e 
attended a solidarity pro-
test  at  Finsbury Park 
mosque in north London 
on Friday of last week after 
an attempted firebombing.

The at tack came as 
Muslims suffered increasing 
abuse and assaults across 
Britain. 

Amina Khalid joined the 
protest and told Socialist 
Worker she blamed the 
West’s wars for rising racism. 

“Our leaders are playing a 
huge role in all the atrocities 
all over the world,” she said.

“There’s no doubt that 
there’s  been a r ise in 
Islamophobia after the 
attacks. I went to a meeting 
earlier this week about hate 
crimes.

“More than 60 women at 
that meeting had experienced 
some kind of abuse, whether 
physical or verbal after the 
Paris attacks.” 

New figures show that 
attacks on Muslims in London 
went up by 70 percent in the 
last year. 

There were 816 recorded 
crimes targeting Muslims in 
the year up to July 2015, up 
from 478 during the same 
period last year.

Almost every London 
borough saw a rise in attacks. 
Merton in south London saw 
an increase of 263 percent 
during that period.

Fiyaz Mughal,  direc-
tor  of  the Tel l  Mama 
organisation which docu-
ments Islamophobia, said 

60 percent of recent attacks 
are on women. He said, 
“Women who wear niqab, 
the face veil, suffered more 
aggressive incidents.” 

In one incident in Bristol 
on Monday of this week a 
Muslim man was removed 
from a National Express 
coach when another pas-
senger  compla ined he 
looked “shifty” and she felt 
“uncomfortable”. 

National Express say he 
was asked to leave the bus 
because he had too much 
luggage. 

But other passengers 
report that there was plenty 
of room on the coach and 
many people had a lot of 
luggage. 

Bristol student Rebekah 
Makinde witnessed the scene 
and told the Bristol Post, 
“I understand that drivers 
want their passengers to feel 
comfortable. 

“But not if it stems from 
someone's unfounded and 
Islamophobic beliefs and 
at the expense of another 
paying passenger. I am truly 
appalled.”

The response shown by 
those who protested against 
racism at Finsbury Park 

mosque will be needed eve-
rywhere that Muslims come 
under attack, whether from 
politicians in Westminster or 
on the street. 

At the rally, Weyman 
Bennett from Stand up to 
Racism pointed out, politi-
cians “didn’t challenge the 
racists in the EDL or the BNP. 
We did that ourselves”.

Khal id  Omar,  secre-
tary trustee Finsbury Park 
mosque, said of those who 
came to stand by Muslims 
that, “If you were asked to 
draw a picture of solidarity, 
it would look like today. We 
are all one.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

WEYMAN BENNETT (left) spoke to anti-racists at a 
solidarity protest last week (main)  Pictures: Guy smallman

 New challenge to Newham council over ‘Prevent’
by SADIE ROBINSON

ANTI-RACISTS in Newham, 
east London, have released 
a statement opposing 
growing Islamophobia in 
the borough and beyond.

It says “leading 
politicians” and an 
“incessant stream of 
negative press” have 
fuelled a rise in racism. 

It condemned the 
Prevent strategy, which 
treats all Muslims as 
potential terrorists at risk 
of “radicalisation”.

The strategy has even 
led to some primary school 

children being publicly 
named as being “at risk” of 
radicalisation.

The names of seven 
children at Greenleaf 
Primary School in 
Walthamstow, east 
London, were released in 
response to a Freedom of 
Information (FoI) request.

Children had completed 
what was described as a 
“social cohesion survey”.

Some other schools have 
used the same survey. 

The response to parent 
Haras Ahmed’s FoI request 
said the survey could help 
“ensure early intervention 
for any children who are 

felt to be vulnerable to 
radicalisation”.

Haras said, “Firstly 
we’re told it’s a social 
cohesion policy and then 
after various questioning 
they accept it’s a 
deradicalisation process.”

The Newham statement 
said Prevent “almost 
exclusively targets young 
Muslims”, often in schools. 

It called on the council 
to urgently discuss the 
issues raised by the 
implementation of Prevent 
with people in the area.
Go to Stand Up to Racism  
Newham on Facebook to read 
and sign the statementChildren—targeted by Prevent
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 Corbyn should confront Labour  
 warmongers not appease them
by NICK CLARK

AS PARLIAMENT voted for war 
in Syria last week, Labour MPs 
ratcheted up the war on Jeremy 
Corbyn.

Labour MPs accused Corbyn sup-
porters and anti-war protesters 
of bullying and intimidation after  
66 of them voted with the Tories to 
bomb Syria.

Their disgraceful decision to 
line up with the Tories came after 
Corbyn said he would allow his MPs 
a free vote.

Corbyn is coming under con-
stant attack from Labour MPs to his 
right who want to destabilise his 
leadership.

The free vote decision, following 
a meeting of the shadow cabinet, 
was a bid to appease those MPs and 
avoid a split.

But it paved the way for Tory 
prime minister David Cameron to 
call the vote in parliament that led 
to airstrikes in Syria going ahead. 

He had held off until he was cer-
tain of a majority.

Many Corbyn supporters argue 
he was right to allow a free vote, 
as it protected his leadership and 
exposed pro-war MPs.

Student Louis is one of them. He 
told Socialist Worker, “He didn’t 
really have a choice. 

“He was forced into it by the 
other Labour MPs.”

Disagreed
But Sophie, who organised a Stop 
the War protest in Walthamstow, 
east London, disagrees.

She said, “If there was a whip 
more would have voted against 
the war—and we might have had a 
chance to defeat the government.”

Many anti-war activists rightly 
direct their anger over the bombing 
of Syria towards pro-war Labour 
MPs.

Stop the War protesters in Leeds 
protested outside the surgery of 
shadow foreign secretary Hilary 
Benn (see right). Benn ended the 
debate in parliament with a war-
mongering speech.

And  angry  r e s iden t s  o f 
Walthamstow challenged Labour 
MP Stella Creasy for voting for 
war at a meeting in her ward last 
Sunday.

Creasy said Benn’s “international-
ist” case for bombing convinced her. 
She brought in Ilford North MP Wes 
Streeting, who had voted against 
airstrikes, on the basis that there 
aren’t enough people to defend her.

Speaker after speaker con-
demned her vote for war. One said, 
“If Stella stood as an independent 
candidate she would get a derisory 
vote.”

Labour MPs used the protests 
and emails they received from 
people opposed to war to accuse 

Corbyn supporters of bullying and 
intimidation.

MP Tristram Hunt led calls for 
Corbyn to pull out of a Stop the War 
Christmas fundraiser after protests 
outside Labour offices last week.

But Corbyn hit back, defend-
ing Stop the War. He argued it 
had “repeatedly called it right over  
14 years of disastrous wars in the 
wider Middle East”.

Corbyn rejected “attempts to por-
tray campaigning, lobbying and pro-
test as somehow beyond the pale”.

Reports suggest Corbyn is set to 
use a shadow cabinet reshuffle to 
strengthen his position.

He will be emboldened after 
Labour’s victory in the Oldham West 
by-election last week. But Corbyn is 
also strengthened by the support of 
thousands of people who are joining 
Stop the War protests.

He can rely on this support to 
confront the Labour right. The 
result of the free vote shows the 
dangers of trying to appease them.

JEREMY CORBYN celebrates Labour’s resounding victory in Oldham West and Royton last week 

Oldham vote gives a boost
THE LABOUR Party won the 
Oldham West and Royton 
by-election on Thursday of last 
week with a majority of 10,722 
votes—62 percent of the vote.

The result is less than 
previous MP Michael 
Meacher’s majority of 14,738. 

But Labour’s share of the 
vote increased from then as 
the 40 percent turnout was 
lower than in May’s general 
election.

Many politicians and 
commentators had predicted 
that Labour’s majority would 
collapse to less than 1,000 as 
a result of Corbyn’s leadership. 

Some even suggested that 
the racist Ukip party could 
have won by appealing to 

white working class voters who 
are “turned off” by Corbyn’s 
politics.

Now the same pundits claim 
that the election result had 
nothing to do with Corbyn, and 
was down to the popularity of 
candidate Jim McMahon.

Ukip was beaten into a 
distant second place, with just 
6,487 votes. 

Its leader, racist Nigel 
Farage, went into meltdown 
and claimed that the result had 
been “bent” by voters from 
ethnic minorities.

He added that immigration 
had meant that elections were 
open to “fraud”, and blamed 
Labour’s victory on voters who 
can’t speak English.

LEEDS

Benn gets an earful 
from protesters
ANGRY ANTI-WAR protesters 
challenged shadow foreign 
secretary Hilary Benn for voting 
for war outside his surgery in 
Leeds last Saturday.

Around 50 protesters rallied to 
show their opposition to bombing 
Syria.

Ejaz Hussain, one of Benn’s 
constituents, told Socialist Worker, 
“Western governments create the 
problems and we need to stand 
against them. The West created 
the Taliban to fight against the 
Russians—and that backfired. The 
same thing is happening today.”

Saim came to the protest as 
he was worried about civilian 
casualties in Syria. “I’ve seen 
pictures of children hurt in Syria 
and I’ve got little ones,” he said. 

“The parents in Syria can’t 

protect their kids. And European 
governments are closing the gates 
to refugees while they’re bombing 
them. It’s almost like they don’t 
care.”

Benn told protesters he was 
standing up for what he believed in.

He refused to apologise for 
the casualties from Labour’s war 
in Iraq in 2003, which Benn also 
supported. Instead he said, “I do not 
regret the fact that Saddam Hussein 
is no longer in charge of Iraq.”

Benn refused to accept that he 
was wrong to compare bombing 
Syria to fighting fascism in Spain 
during the 1930s.

Protester Mike McGrath said 
it was “shameful” to make such 
a comparison. “It shows how 
politicians are deeply distant from 
ordinary people like us,” he said.

Another protester, Louie, told 
Benn, “You’re a murderer and a 
spin doctor.” He added, “I haven’t 
seen one protest telling you to drop 
bombs. I’ve seen lots of protests 
saying don’t drop bombs. How can 
you say you represent people?”

Benn replied, “I know there are a 
lot of people who don’t support the 
stance I took.”
Sadie Robinson
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MIGRANTS IN Calais face worsening winter conditions Picture: Guy Smallman

Migrants’ winter misery 
caused by Tory policies
by DAVE SEWELL

AT THE same time as bombing 
Syria, the government is making 
it harder for Syrians to escape.

The Home Office wants to sep-
arate 20 year old Syrian Yousef 
Hassan in Middlesbrough from 
his family and kick him out of the 
country.

Yousef fled Syria to avoid being 
conscripted into the army of dicta-
tor Bashar al-Assad. 

His family was granted asylum 
in Britain and Yousef went to join 
them.

But he was seized the day before 
he was due to see his mother again. 

He spent 46 days in a detention 
centre—an immigration prison—
then was taken to Heathrow airport 
to be deported.

The decision has been delayed 
and Yousef is now fighting for the 
right to stay.

“I thank the UK people for wel-
coming us,” said his only surviving 
brother Jehad. 

“But we are tired, so tired of this 
situation. His mother is up all night, 
up screaming and crying, asking, 
‘What will happen to Yousef?’”

Scapegoat
The government is determined 
to use refugees and migrants as a 
scapegoat.

Tory health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt extended charges for immi-
grants using the NHS this week.

People from outs ide the 
European Economic Area will now 
have to pay for urgent and non-
urgent care. This includes jour-
neys in ambulances, X-rays, setting 
broken bones, blood tests, draining 
fluids and care from paramedics.

Charging migrants creates a 
racist two-tier system. 

Some people won’t be able to 

afford to get care they urgently 
need. It also opens the door to 
charging everyone, undermining 
an NHS the Tories’ hate.

Hunt claims the measures could 
save £500 million a year. 

If true, that’s less than a quarter 
of what the NHS spends paying off 
private finance initiative (PFI) loan 
sharks. It’s just 2.5 percent of the 
£20 billion cuts to the NHS in the 
last five years.

The Tories’ hostility to refugees 
costs lives at Britain’s border in 

Calais. Youssef, a 16 year old refu-
gee from Sudan, was hit by a truck 
on the motorway into the Channel 
Tunnel last week. His was the 23rd 
known death at the border in 2015.

Hundreds of refugees camped 
in the “Jungle” shantytown held a 
march for Yousef last Saturday.

The French authorities have 
now used the state of emergency 
declared after the Paris attacks to 
attack migrants. It is now a crime 
punishable with jail time to go near 
the motorway. 

Meanwhile the local government 
has banned migrants from using 
the swimming pool.

As winter conditions get worse, 
activists from Stand up to Racism 
were set to take a solidarity trip to 
Calais with donations this Sunday. 

But the ordeal won’t end as long 
as the Tories lock them out.

 
On other pages...
Syria—why war will make things 
worse >> Pages 10&11

VENEZUELA
Elections shake 
left government
THE RIGHT wing opposition 
won a large majority in 
Venezuela’s parliamentary 
elections last Sunday.

Left wing president Nicolas 
Maduro recognised the dire 
result—the first time the right 
has won a nationwide vote 
in over 15 years. He warned, 
“The opposition hasn’t won, a 
counter-revolution has won.”

Right wingers could use their 
position to set the political 

agenda or even move to unseat 
Maduro.

They are the political 
heirs of those who kept most 
Venezuelans in poverty through 
brutal repression until 1999.

Their rule was ended by the 
election of radical left president 
Hugo Chavez—who they tried 
to oust with a coup and then a 
lockout of industry.

Right wing figures last 
year led violent riots and 
street blockades against the 
government. Their return to 
office could overturn the real 
gains made by the poor under 
Chavez and let the reactionary 
rich take their revenge.

But Chavez and his successor 
Maduro failed to defend their 
“Bolivarian revolution” from its 
enemies. 

They did nothing to break 
the economy’s dependence 
on oil exports. And the global 
slump in oil prices has sparked 
the deepest economic crisis in 
Venezuela’s history.

They also formed a tight 
alliance with some bosses 
and corrupt figures of the old 
guard, demobilising the support 
they counted on from ordinary 
people.

EUROPEAN UNION

Ministers close borders
EUROPEAN UNION (EU) interior 
ministers plan to suspend the 
Schengen zone of passport-free 
travel. At a meeting in Brussels 
last weekend, they agreed to 
allow countries to impose border 
controls for up to two years.

It is an attack on refugees 
and the right to free movement, 
but also a symbolic blow to 
European integration. Open 
internal borders helped pro-EU 
politicians win popular support.

The Turkish government 
arrested 1,300 asylum seekers, 
including Syrians in a single 
sweep last month, after signing 
up to help keep refugees out of 
the EU. There are over a million 

Syrian refugees in Turkey. Many 
face hardship and exploitation.

But EU leaders also want to 
detain those refugees who do 
reach Europe in the first country 
they reach. For most this is 
Greece. 

The meeting stopped short 
of suspending Greece from 
Schengen. But guards from EU 
border agency Frontex are to be 
sent to Greece’s northern border 
with Macedonia. Frontex focuses 
on stopping people entering EU 
countries. In Greece’s case it will 
aim to stop them leaving. 

Hundreds of refugees are 
trapped at the border, protesting 
for the right to move on.

Climate meeting in Paris
THOUSANDS OF climate 
activists from around the world 
gathered in Paris last weekend. 
They were there to attend a 
Weekend of Alternatives—a 
counter-conference to the 
official Cop21 talks.

Workshops and meetings 
discussed strategies for the 
climate movement.

There was widespread 
recognition that whatever deal 
is reached at the official talks, 
it will not be enough to tackle 
the scale of the climate crisis. 

There were important 
debates about building a mass 
climate movement that doesn’t 

rely on politicians, and can 
tie into wider fights against 
austerity and war. 

So meetings on creating 
climate jobs—which aimed to 
put trade unions and workers 
at the heart of any solutions—
were important.

Activists from around the 
world are also heading to Paris 
next weekend to take part in a 
day of action this Saturday. 

This is despite the state of 
emergency in France, to show 
that we aren’t prepared to 
allow the politicians at Cop21 
off the hook.
Lewis Nielsen in Paris

Nicolas Maduro

BACK STORY
Venezuelans first elected 
a government, with Hugo 
Chavez as president, in 1998
lChavez spoke out against 
imperialism and promised to 
act in the interests of the poor
lA coup in 2002 failed to 
depose Chavez as tens of 
thousands of people took the 
streets to defend him
lChavez died in 2013, but 
didn’t leave a strong collective 
leadership behind
lNow right wing politicians 
and the bosses are moving to 
regain control of Venezuela
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Violence is at 
France’s heart
VIOLENCE IS intrinsic 
to French society. The 
tragedy in Paris was the 
grim result of entrenched 
racism that traps Arab 
and African victims 
in the slums of the 
“banlieues”.

France is only about 
class inequality at the 
expense of freedom. 

Zekria Ibrahimi
by email

Can SW give 
some advice?
I KEEP hearing from 
some on the right and 
on some on the left that 
I can’t be Christian and 
Socialist.

I disagree. I am both 
and always will be.

Please could you tell 
me the consensus of 
opinion of your readers.

Nick
by email

Don’t pick on 
Christianity
“DON’T LET the Church 
muscle in on Christmas,” 
you say (Socialist 
Worker, 28 November).

Christmas is a 
Christian festival. You 
might as well have said, 
“Don’t let the Mosque 
muscle in on the Koran”.

All religions must be 
freely allowed to operate.

Under socialism all 
religions will dissolve. 
Until that time we must 
not target any religion.

Elijah Traven
Hull 

Let’s shame 
pro-war MPs
I BELIEVE that MPs who 
voted for war should be 
named and shamed.

And Jeremy Corbyn 
should take this as a 
clear indication of who is 
against him.

Subyatee Bertram
On Facebook

Tiffany’s links 
to war crimes
TIFFANY’S, THE leading 
diamond jewellery 
retailer, is under pressure 
after it was revealed 
it sources many of its 
diamonds from the Beny 
Steinmetz Group.

This group has 
“adopted” a unit of the 
Israeli military accused 
of war crimes.

It also appears that 
Tiffany’s was aware of 
the risk this posed to its 
reputation in 2014.

Sean Clinton
Ireland

Labour crisis over Syria war 
shows limits of reformism 
THE LEFT around Jeremy Corbyn 
should now be clear about the 
dilemma they face trying to use 
Labour as a vehicle for social 
change.

They have stormed the 
parliamentary bastion of careerism 
and self-interest. 

But they found an impregnable 
wall of warmongers and 
establishment figures dismissing 
Labour members’ wishes.

Corbyn quite rightly emphasised 
debate and democracy to come to 
a position on bombing Syria, but 
that counts for nothing in the 
Labour Party. 

He is up against MPs with 
limitless admiration for business 
ventures, military or otherwise, 
launched by enemies of our class.

Corbyn should have exercised 
his mandate to force MPs to toe 
the party line, whatever the 
consequences. 

They’ll only come at him again. 
Instead we were left with a dirty 

compromise that can only spell 
despondency for the left and utter 
terror for more people across the 
Middle East.

This debacle should not deter 
people from resisting capitalism or 
from supporting Corbyn. 

But it must be a wakeup call to 
those with any illusions that 
Labour will show real compassion 
for those battered by the system.

Barry Conway
Wigan

lEIGHT MERSEYSIDE Labour MPs 
voted for war on Syria last week. 

They think they are safe sitting 
on big 30,000 majorities. But they 

need to remember they had 
comrades in Glasgow with 
majorities just as big as theirs 
until very recently.

Judging by the mood at a recent 
Merseyside Momentum day, some 
local MPs may not get a chance to 
stand in another general election if 
grassroots members have a say.

Phil Rowan
South London

lI FELT physically sick listening 
to the pro-war speeches in 
parliament on Wednesday of last 
week. In Wakefield we had an 
emergency Stop the War meeting 
on the evening of the vote. 

Some of those at the meeting 
had been part of the We Are 
Wakefield convoy to Dunkirk the 
week before. 

They had seen the appalling 
conditions people who had fled 
the wars in Syria, Afghanistan and 
Iraq were living under. 

People were so angry that when 

the meeting finished a delegation 
went immediately down to local 
pro-war Labour MP Mary Creagh’s 
surgery.

We took signs saying “Don’t 
Bomb Syria” and “Kids die when 
politicians lie”, and posted photos 
of the protest on Twitter.

As the dreadful news broke that 
British airstrikes had begun, there 
were also reports of MPs 
complaining that people were 
protesting against their decisions.

What did those MPs who voted 
for war, especially the 66 Labour 
ones, expect?  

People are extremely angry and 
are taking to the streets and social 
media shouting, “Not in my 
name.”

That needs to continue as long 
as they continue to support yet 
another bloody imperialist war.

Sally Kincaid
Leeds

lTHE BRITISH people and their 
representatives in parliament 
should not be disillusioned with 
the mealy-mouthed hype of David 
Cameron regarding Syria.

He seems to be taking the helm 
for his financial elite puppet 
masters, who have created 
enemies for British citizens all 
over the Islamic world.

It seems the only objective of 
Cameron is for another regime 
change and another leader 
submissive to the geopolitical aims 
of financial elitists in the West.

Air-strike-diplomacy is no 
diplomacy.

William Burns
Edinburgh

 Tsipras is  
 wrong to  
 back Israel
SOCIALISTS WILL have 
been shocked to see Greek 
prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras shake hands with 
murderous Israeli leader 
Binyamin Netanyahu 
recently.

Tsipras also proclaimed 
Jerusalem as the “historic 
capital” of the Zionist state.

He turned his back on 
Palestinians’ longstanding 
demand that illegally 
occupied East Jerusalem be 
the capital of a future 
Palestinian state.

The reason for his 
embrace of Israel is a 
planned three-way gas deal 
between Israel, Greece and 
Cyprus. 

This deal is not only 
economic. It is also political 
in that it cuts out Turkey, 
which pleases the 
nationalists of the Greek 
ruling class.

Tsipras’s despicable 
conduct in Israel is the 
latest manifestation of the 
parliamentary politics of 
Syriza. 

This focuses upon an 
accommodation with the 
Greek state, rather than a 
reliance upon the 
independent action of the 
Greek working class.

Mark Brown
Glasgow

  The left has  
 let us down  
 in  Uruguay
I HAVE been a reader of 
Socialist Worker for over 
five years now. It is a 
thorough source of 
information of what 
happens in Britain and the 
rest of the world. 

I follow with concern 
what is happening in the 
Middle East and Europe. 

Your publication does a 
lot of good in bringing 
understanding and clarity 
to this complex situation.

I understand that Jeremy 
Corbyn is under pressure 
from the right and his own 
party. 

In Uruguay we are on 
the third re-election of a 
party from the “left” that 
has bowed before the 
International Monetary 
Fund, World Bank and 
Transnationals. 

I know it is not easy to 
break off from such strong 
powers.

Fernando A. Mattos
Montevideo, Uruguay

Just a 
thought...

LABOUR’S HILARY Benn responds to an
anti-war protester in Leeds last Saturday
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weaken its great rival Iran. 
All West’s hypocritical talk 

of supporting democracy in the 
Middle East is exposed by the very 
close alliances that the US, Britain 
and France maintain with the 
Saudis.

Saudi Arabia’s importance as a 
secure source of oil has increased 
as the Middle East has grown more 
unstable because of the West’s 
imperialist wars. 

The Gulf States have also 
developed into an important centre 
of global capitalism. 

They invest heavily in the 
advanced capitalist countries and 
the rest of the Middle East.

Along with United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Qatar, Saudi rulers 
have acted as a bulwark against 
revolution. 

They have helped to crush 
uprisings and restore dictatorial 
regimes across the region. 

The Saudi National Guard 
invaded neighbouring Bahrain in 
2011 to stop a revolution there. 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
Kuwait between them pledged  
£8 billion to fund Egyptian dictator 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi’s counter-
revolution.

The West won’t be bombing them 
any time soon.

Who is Bashar 
al‑Assad?
SYRIAN DICTATOR Bashar al-Assad 
succeeded his father Hafez al-Assad 
in 2000. 

His ruling Ba’ath party was 
founded in the radical atmosphere 
when France was booted out after 
the Second World War. 

It represented a section of the 
middle class that wanted Syria to 
develop into a modern capitalist 
state. 

The Syrian Ba’athists came to 
power in a coup in 1963. 

They combined anti-imperialist 
rhetoric and support for Palestinian 
guerrilla groups with state 
capitalist policies to develop their 
national economy.  

Israel—the West’s watchdog in 
the region—occupied Syria’s Golan 
Heights as part of its decisive victory 
in the 1967 Six Day War. 

This defeat and Syria’s failed 
military intervention into Jordan in 
1970 caused a political crisis. 

Another coup that year placed 
Hafez al-Assad’s military wing of the 
Ba’ath firmly in control. 

The Ba’athist regime has used 
severe repression against any 
resistance. 

When the town of Hama rose up 
in 1982 the military butchered tens 
of thousands of people. 

The regime joined the US 
invasion of Iraq in 1991 as it wanted 
to realign itself with the West. 

Despite continuing state 
repression the West cheered Bashar 
al-Assad as a reformer. 

After 9/11 the US even 
outsourced torture to Syria as part 
of its rendition programme.

When Syria was blamed for the 
assassination of Lebanese prime 
minister Rafiq Hariri in 2005 the US 
imposed sanctions on Syria. 

It accused the Ba’athists of aiding 
the Iraqi resistance. 

Syria is Russia’s main ally in the 
region.

The war in Syria emerged from 
a genuine popular revolution that 
swept the country in the wake of the 
Arab Spring.   

Assad’s sectarian civil war has 
helped to preserve his regime. 

But he’s lost control of large 
swathes of the country as rival 
imperialist powers jockey for 
position. 

Won’t the West’s 
bombs help the 
Kurds?
The plight of the Kurds has been 
used as justification for Western 
intervention.

And some on the left argue we 
should support Britain arming them 
against Isis. 

But if Kurdish resistance groups 
become imperialist pawns in the 
spiralling conflict, only Western 
imperialism will benefit.

The Kurds were one of the main 
losers in the imperialist carve-up of 
the Ottoman Empire. 

They were denied the right to 
self-determination and scattered 
between Iran, Iraq, Syria, and 
Turkey.

They have been fighting for 
Kurdish liberation ever since. 
Socialists support this struggle.

The Assad regime abandoned the 
Kurdish areas in the north when it 
launched the civil war.

The YPG group—affiliated to the 
Turkish Kurdish PKK—took control 
of them and is fighting fierce battles 
to defend those areas from Isis.

Kurdish fighters in Syria have 
proved to be the US’s most effective 
military ally. 

So when Turkey’s warplanes 
started targeting them in the 
summer, its Nato allies complained. 

But Turkey has no interest in 
seeing the Kurds grow in strength.

It has fought a guerrilla war 
against Kurdish separatists for 
a decade. And it is determined 
to deny the Kurds autonomy or 
independence. 

The US has attempted to make 
sure the Kurds in northern Iraq are 
strong enough to help US interests, 
but too weak to threaten Turkey.

The Kurds once again risk being 
victims of manoeuvres between 
imperialist powers and local ruling 
classes, as they were a century ago.

BRITISH PLANES being loaded 
with bombs that will kill Syrian 
civilians (top) President Bashir 
al-Assad (middle) Kurdish 
PKK fighters, still regarded as 
‘terrorists’ by the British state 
(above)

Imperialism will 
benefit if Kurdish 
resistance 
becomes a pawn in 
the conflict
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SYRIA

 WHO LIT
 THE FIRE?

Western politicians claim that they’ve launched a war in 
Syria to fight a “fascist” threat posed by the reactionary 
group Isis. Socialist Worker looks at what’s really behind 
the rise of Isis—and why bombing will only inflame the 
chaos caused by Western imperialism
What is Isis and 
where did it come 
from?
ISIS IS a thoroughly reactionary 
and sectarian outfit. It has grown 
through its successful military 
resistance—but its sectarian nature 
means it is incapable of defeating 
imperialism.

Isis mirrors the environment that 
produced it—the US-led war and 
occupation of Iraq and the Syrian 
regime’s counter-revolution. 

Western imperialism has inflicted 
horrors on a whole different level 
to Isis. 

Its wars and sanctions in the 
1990s and 2000s in Iraq have killed 
two million Iraqis. 

In 2003 the US shelled the Iraqi 
city Fallujah with white phosphorus 
chemical weapons and tortured 
civilians.

To face down a national 
resistance movement, the US turned 
Shias and Sunnis against one 
another. 

It supported sectarian Shia 
politicians, who quickly consolidated 
their position using nepotism and 
corruption. 

This created the space in which 
Al Qaida in Iraq (AQI), Isis’s 
forerunner, could grow. 

But its sectarian attacks alienated 
other Sunni organisations so the 
US promised Sunni groups “power 
sharing” in exchange for crushing it. 

It never fulfilled this promise and 
kept Sunnis out of Iraqi politics. 

There was a chance that this 
sectarianism could be overcome 
when the ripples of the Egyptian 
revolution reached Iraq in 2012.

But the advance of counter 
revolution after 2013 eliminated 
hope of a revolutionary alternative.  

While AQI was beaten in Iraq, 
it was able to cross the border and 
regroup in Syria.

In response to the Syrian 
revolution Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
launched a sectarian civil war. 

Isis was able to become the 
dominant faction and crossed the 
border back into Iraq.  

Is Isis a fascist 
movement?
FASCISM IS based on mobilising 
large layers of the “petty 
bourgeoisie”—small-time 
capitalists—in a mass movement to 
destroy the working class’s ability 
to fight. 

European fascist movements 
arose in response to revolutions that 
swept Europe after 1918. 

Labour warmonger Hilary 
Benn argued during last week’s 
parliamentary debate that “we” are 
“faced by fascists”. 

But while Isis is violent and 
reactionary, it isn’t fascist.

It isn’t trying to build a mass 
social movement to smash the 
working class.

This isn’t new. Politicians often 
talk of a “new Hitler” or invoke the 
idea of fascism to drum up support 
for wars.

Isis is an armed faction that 
emerged in the context of a civil 
war. 

It operates as an army that claims 
state authority, rather than as a 
political movement with an armed 
wing. 

This context is significantly 
different to the one that European 
fascist movements arose in—and the 
context that today’s fascists operate 
in. 

Decades of war, sanctions and 
occupation in Iraq lay behind the 
political success of Isis.

Iraqi society was smashed during 
those decades and Syrian society 

has been uprooted by civil war.
What’s more, bomber Benn is 

not some principled anti-fascist. His 
speech was aimed at soothing the 
consciences of Labour MPs so they 
would vote for war.

Why were some of 
Britain’s rulers so 
keen to bomb Syria?
SINCE THE collapse of the British 
Empire, Britian’s rulers have sought 
to preserve a global role by hanging 
onto the coat tails of the US. 

David Cameron was humiliated 
when he lost a parliamentary vote to 
bomb Syria in 2013. 

He has been determined ever 
since to prove his imperialist 
credentials and keep Britain’s place 
at the top table. 

Imperialist powers have been 
eyeing Syria and Lebanon since they 
were ruled by the Ottoman Empire 
in the 19th century. 

As the Ottoman Empire crumbled 
during the First World War, Britain 
and France looked to divide the 
spoils between them in the secret 
1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement. 

The carve-up saw France take 
control of Syria and Lebanon, while 
Britain occupied Palestine, Iraq and 
Jordan.

But even as they haggled over 
the small print with France, 
British officials were encouraging 
Arab nobles to revolt against the 
Ottomans. 

In 1920 French troops crushed 
the Arab king Faisal al-Hashimi’s bid 
for Syrian independence. 

He was hastily packed off to 
Baghdad by the British to become 
king of Iraq.

The new war in Syria is not based 
on what impact Britain’s tiny air 
force will have. 

It’s about proving Britain’s 
usefulness to the US ruling class and 
protecting its interests.

If Isis is so barbaric  
it must be bombed, 
why isn’t Britain 
targeting Saudi 
Arabia?
ISIS BEHEADS opponents, 
oppresses women and instils fear in 
populations under its rule through 
brutal acts of public violence. 

Our rulers say Isis must be 
bombed because it is such a barbaric 
force.

But many of these things also 
apply to Saudi Arabia.

So why is Saudi dictatorship an 
ally, not an enemy, of the British 
government?

Saudi Arabia is supporting at least 
some of the jihadist factions that are 
fighting in Iraq and Syria. 

It has used the civil war in Syria 
to extend its regional influence and

COLONEL SYKES helped 
redraw the map of the Middle 
East in Britain’s interests (top) 
Saudi Prince Khalid bin Faisal 
bin Abdulaziz welcomes David 
Cameron to Jeddah in 2012 (above)

The carve-up saw 
France take control 
of Syria and 
Lebanon while 
Britain had Iraq

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

GLASGOW
Not all quiet on the home 
front—resistance to 
the First World War
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths, 
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HOME COUNTIES
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 8pm,
Stockwood Hotel, 
41-43 Stockwood Crescent 
(enter via car park on 
London Rd), LU1 3SS

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Is the Labour Party 
about to split?
Thu 7 Jan, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
The Communist 
Manifesto and our fight 
for a better world
Wed 6 Jan, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
A socialist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 16 Dec, 7pm, 
Equity Centre, Perkin House, 
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU
BRISTOL: NORTH
How we beat the  
anti-union laws in the past 
and how can we do it today?
Thu 7 Jan, 7.30pm,
5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House, 
80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY
BRISTOL: SOUTH
A rebel’s guide to Gramsci
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
YHA, Narrow Quay, BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Stop bombing Syria—no 
to war and imperialism
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
Trident—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
Fast food workers in 
the US—organising 
the unorganised
Thu 7 Jan, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library, 
New Beetwell St (enter via 
Cafe Browser), S40 1QL
DERBY
A film showing of 
Dusty Springfield, Sex 
Art and the ’60s
Thu 17 Dec, 7pm,
West End Community Centre,  
Mackworth Rd (next to 
Britannia Mill), DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Reform or revolution?
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,  
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
Junior doctors, strikes and 
the fight for the NHS
Wed 16 Dec, 8pm,
The What Centre, 
23 Coventry St, Stourbridge 
(town centre), DY8 1EP
EDINBURGH
Is social democracy dead?
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,   
7 Victoria Terrace, EH1 2JL

ESSEX
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 
CM1 2QL
EXETER
Stop bombing Syria—no 
to war and imperialism
Thu 7 Jan, 7pm,
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: NORTH
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm,
Posh Nosh Cafe, 
86 Maryhill Rd, 
G20 7QB
HUDDERSFIELD
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Wed 16 Dec, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House, 
2 New North Parade
(near both train and 
bus stations), 
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 7.15pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA1 1TX

LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
Marxism and religion
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the station),W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Charities, Christmas 
and Capitalism
Wed 16 Dec, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre, 
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
Fortress Europe—the war 
on migrants and refugees
Thu 17 Dec, 7pm,
Theatro Technis, 
26 Crowndale Rd, 
NW1 1TT
LONDON: EALING
Capitalism vs the 
climate—how do we stop 
environmental disaster?
Thu 7 Jan, 7.30pm,
West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St,Acton, 
W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel, 
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU

LONDON: HORNSEY 
AND  WOOD GREEN 
Trident—what do 
socialists say?
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
West Indian Cultural Centre,  
9 Clarendon Rd, Haringey, 
N8 0DD
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Stop bombing Syria—no 
to war and imperialism
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR Station), 
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Human nature—are we 
too selfish for socialism?
Wed 16 Dec, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove 
(next to Morrisons 
car park), 
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 17 Dec, 7pm,
Camberwell Leisure 
Centre (Room 2), 
Artichoke Place  
(off Camberwell 
Church St),  
SE5 8TS

LONDON: TOTTENHAM
The impact Hegel the 
philosopher had on 
Marx and Marxism
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Kitabevi Cafe, 
410 Tottenham High Rd, 
N17 9JB
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Wed 13 Jan, 7pm,
Oxford House (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
Derbyshire St, E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Can there be peace in 
the Middle East?
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),  
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Thu 17 Dec, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm,
Food Factory, 
884 Stockport Rd, 
Levenshulme, M19 3BN

MEDWAY
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm,
Nucleus Arts Centre, 
Conference Room, 
272 High St, ME4 4BP
NORWICH
Climate change vs 
capitalism—how do we stop 
environmental disaster?
Thu 7 Jan, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016 
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm,
International 
Community Centre, 
61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd), 
OX4 1YH
POOLE
Stop bombing Syria—no 
to war and imperialism
Mon 18 Jan, 7.30pm,
The Blue Boar pub 
(near multi storey car park),
29 Market Close, BH15 1NE
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Stop bombing Syria—no 
to war and imperialism
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
Central United 
Reformed Church, 
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Capitalism vs climate—
how do we stop 
environmental disaster?
Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm,
Carriages, The Parade,
Wellington, TF1 1JT
WIGAN
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Wed 13 Jan, 7pm,
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm,
Grain Store, King St, WV1 1ST
YORK
The real roots of Christmas
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Can Corbynomics work?
Sat 16 Jan, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club 
(opposite County Hall), 
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Unite Against Fascism 
national conference
Sat 6 Feb, 9.30pm,
NUT HQ, Hamilton House, 
Mableton Place, WC1H 9BD. 
Supported by NUT, CWU and 
Stand Up to Racism.  
uaf.org.uk

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop
1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£9.99 £7.99 £9.99 £3

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Thu 17 Dec, 6pm,
Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB10 1JS

BRIGHTON
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, 
BN1 1AF

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 17 Dec, 7pm,
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse 
Square, LS3 1AD

MANCHESTER: 
CHORLTON
Wed 16 Dec, 7pm,
Chorlton Library (side 
door), Manchester Rd, 
M21 9PN

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 16 Dec, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, 
PO5 4EY

Jeremy Corbyn, Labour  
and the fight for socialism

£13.99

JEREMY CORBYN and new MP Jim McMahon celebrate Labour’s victory in the
Oldham by-election

Socialist Worker  12 December 2015
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 A hardhitting exhibition that  
 brings refugee families to life
There are few flaws in this new photography exhibition that highlights the 
pain and joy of reunited refugees living in Scotland, says Stephen McBroom
CONOR ASHLEIGH’S photographic 
exhibition in Glasgow documents 
the lives of families forced to flee 
their homes to seek refuge abroad, 
finally finding safety in Scotland.

The exhibition, for the British Red 
Cross, presents an intimate glimpse 
into the daily lives of four families. 
They have endured long periods of 
separation and pain before being 
reunited.

Much of the photographic work 
concentrates on the families’ joy after 
being reunited with each other.

It shows simple daily routines of 
family life being celebrated. 

Family meals, play time between 
children, walking in the park and 
caring moments between parents and 
children are affectionately presented.

Accompanying title cards intro-
duce us to each of the families. 

They tell us about the treacherous 
journeys they have endured to seek 
refuge and the pain of remembering 
what they have had to leave behind. 

Some explain why they were 
forced to leave. 

Others are understandably cau-
tious about revealing their reason for 
asylum to protect family and commu-
nities in their birth country. 

What unites them is that they had 
no choice but to leave.

Destroyed 
Mohammad was a successful busi-
nessman in Syria, but fled the country  
with his family after his house was 
destroyed by a rocket attack. 

From Egypt he made a perilous 
15-day journey on his own across 
the Mediterranean on a fishing boat 
crammed with 450 people.

He made the crossing to Britain 
hidden in a refrigerated lorry. A 
year later after his asylum claim was 

approved his family were able to join 
him in their new home in Glasgow. 

Monir was separated from her hus-
band, Majeed, for eight years after he 
left Iran in 2006 to start a new life in 
Scotland. 

The family made three attempts to 
be reunited and in 2014 their family 
application was granted. 

It was bittersweet as two of Monir’s 
children were by then over 18—and 
not eligible for reunion by the gov-
ernment’s callous rules.  

Monir had little option but to 
say goodbye to her two eldest chil-
dren.Missing from the exhibition is 
any sense of interaction the refugee 

families have with local people, 
schools or workplaces that they 
engage with everyday. It is taken for 
granted that they are welcomed. 

And we are given no sense of any 
racism, Islamophobia or exclusion 
that they face in Scotland. 

However the overall effect of the 
exhibition is very positive. It human-
ises the subject and cries out for more 
to be done. 

The refugees are presented as 
people, with concerns, fears, dreams 
and family lives common to every-
one. Given the racist scapegoating, 
demonisation and ‘othering’ of refu-
gees and Muslims, this is a timely and 

important exhibition tour. 
It also hints at the rotten priorities 

and neglect of the government’s refu-
gee and asylum processes.

Two of the families featured came 
from Dara’a in Syria, a stronghold of 
the Arab Spring. A counter-revolu-
tion aided by Western intervention 
brutally suppressed it.

So this exhibition also serves as a 
warning against yet more Western 
intervention and bombing.

Starting Again … A new life in Scotland 
By Conor Ashleigh. 
The exhibition will be touring various 
Glasgow communities  
conorashleigh.com

IMAGES FROM Conor Ashleigh’s new exhibition show refugees living new lives in Scotland

KIDS
IN MY LIFE: THE BOY ON THE 
BICYCLE
CBBC 
Tuesday 8 December 
Available on BBC iplayer  
bbc.co.uk/iplayer

IN THIS programme Ahmed, 
a 16 year old Syrian, takes us 
on an unprecedented guided 
tour—through one of the 
biggest refugee camps in the 
world. 

When the Syrian civil war 
began in 2012 his middle 
class family was forced to 
abandon their affluent lives.

With thousands of others, 
they flee across the border to 
the Zaatari refugee camp in 
Jordan.

Ahmed has lived in Zaatari 
for three years alongside 
80,000 other refugees.

They’re forced to make 
do in harsh conditions and 
can’t leave the camp without 

permission. As Ahmed cycles 
around the five mile square 
camp he introduces us to 
some of the children who live 
there.

It shows the reality of life 
in a refugee camp from the 
unique point of view of a 
teenager.

Ahmed 

When popular music captured the mood of rebellion
MUSIC 
JON SAVAGE’S 1966:  
THE YEAR THE DECADE  
EXPLODED
Ace Records 
£18.99 
Out now 

FOR revolutionaries and 
radicals 1968 is the key 
year in the last 50.

The Black Panthers 
patrolled the streets of 
US ghettos, workers and 
students occupied the 
streets of Paris and there 
were firebombs on the 
streets of Berlin. Even 

Britain got a small taste of 
the action.

But music journalist Jon 
Savage insists you could 
hear the sound of distant 
drums in 1966.

He sets the scene with 
the threat of nuclear 
holocaust, the beginning 
of revolt against the 
Vietnam War, and the 
fight for the liberation for 
women and black people.

Savage finds threads 
of each in even the most 
popular music’s lyrics.

There’s no hiding the 
intention in The Uglys’ 
Quiet Explosion, which 

reflects the widespread 
fear of war. 

But listen to The 
Monitors’ Greetings (This 
is Uncle Sam) and you 

could be forgiven for 
thinking it was a  
pro-Vietnam war song.

Then you find out that 
those about to be drafted 

into the US Army would 
sing it at Monitors’ gigs as 
a cry of rage.

The Psychotic Reaction’s 
Count Five and The 
Association’s Along Comes 
Mary are a homage to 
another theme.

They’re based around 
the new mass drugs 
culture that would spread 
to both sides of the 
Atlantic.

Mixing pop with 
obscurities is Savage’s 
proven technique. 

And he does it 
brilliantly here.
Yuri Prasad 

The Monitors—a cry of rage against the Vietnam War 
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S
OME 42 conflicts 
are raging across 
the world today–
there hasn’t been 
a single day of 
peace since before 

the Second World War.
Often very specific local or 

national issues seem to be driv-
ing the conflicts.

Western politicians some-
times talk of the wars in the 
Middle East as a “clash of civili-
sations” between the West and 
Islamism.

They portray themselves as 
bringing “liberation” or defend-
ing progressive “values” against 
an inexplicably “backward” 
enemy.

Sectarianism can play a role 
in fuelling these conflicts—
and various nationalisms have 
fuelled the civil war in Ukraine.

But if we want to stop war 
we have to look at the bigger 
picture.

That means recognising the 
role of great imperialist powers 
in sowing chaos around the 
world.

And it means looking at the 
forces that drive them to do it.

When the US and its allies, 
including Britain, invaded Iraq 
in 2003 it was clear that oil had 
at least something to do with it.

Oil is crucial to the function-
ing of modern capitalism—both 
for energy and because it’s nec-
essary for producing other 
commodities.

But this isn’t the whole story.
The US doesn’t use much 

Iraqi oil. It was self-sufficient in 
oil until the 1970s, and today 
imports 51 percent of its oil 
from the Western hemisphere.

Syria has some gas and oil, 
but isn’t particularly rich in 
either.

Neither the West nor Russia 
are bombing for the sake of 
their oil corporations alone.

Dominating
Syria has become a major bat-
tleground because its location 
makes it important for domi-
nating the Middle East.

And the Middle East as a 
whole is important to capital-
ism worldwide.

Its oil might not feed the US, 
but it does feed important econ-
omies in Asia.

When di f ferent  wor ld 
powers compete for control of 
the Middle East they are really 
aiming at each other.

If the US in particular gains 
dominance over the region, it 
gains an advantage over rising 
powers such as China.

South East Asia is becom-
ing another key flashpoint as 
China’s economy expands.

The South China Sea is now 
a major choke point for ship-
ping routes between some of 
the world’s biggest economies.

So it’s not surprising to see 
increasingly tense standoffs 
over who controls it.

That can seem a long way 
from the conflicts between Isis 
and Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
in Syria, or the militias in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

But great powers have often 
stirred up wars for strategic 

advantage far away from their 
heartlands.

During the “Cold War”, 
rivalry between the US and 
Russia dominated the world—
yet they never directly clashed 
on the battlefield. Instead they 
backed proxies in regional and 
civil wars, or intervened in 
other countries.

An important example was 
the war in Vietnam.

The US wasn’t  “ l iber-
ating” the country it was  
carpet-bombing. Russia was just 

as cynical with the support it 
sometimes gave the resistance.

But Vietnam wasn’t particu-
larly rich in resources either.

The US wanted to stop a 
“domino effect” of struggles 
across Europe’s former colo-
nies that would weaken the 
West’s influence. The Russian 
ruling class wanted to make 
sure any such struggles ended 
up strengthening its influence.

The superpowers weren’t 
always in control of their prox-
ies, any more than anyone is 

controlling Isis today. But those 
wars only made sense in the 
context of global military com-
petition. And the same applies 
to the chaos in the Middle East 
and many other regions today.

So where does that competi-
tion come from?

Throughout history there 
have been examples of larger 
powers dominating smaller 
countries. But the conquests 
and conflicts have taken many 
different forms according to 
how society as a whole was 
organised.

T
HE WARS we’re 
seeing today flow 
directly from capi-
talism. One of the 
first to explain how 
was the Russian 

revolutionary Vladimir Lenin 
with his theory of imperialism.

Lenin called imperialism the 
“latest stage” of capitalism.

He said that “capitalism has 
grown into a world system of 
colonial oppression and the 
financial strangulation of the 
overwhelming majority of 
the population of the world 
by a handful of ‘advanced’ 
countries”.

That’s because capitalism is 
fundamentally based on two 
divisions—between capitalists 
and workers and among the 
capitalists themselves. 

Bosses exploit workers to 
pump as much “surplus value” 
out of them as possible. This is 
the source of all their profits.

But capitalism is driven for-
ward by competition between 
rival firms. If bosses don’t com-
pete to be the most profitable, 
they’ll be driven out of business.

Destroying
This has always taken on an inter-
national dimension. The growth 
of Britain’s textile industry  
was partly built on destroying 
the one in India.

Deciding which exporters get 
access to which markets—and 
which importers get access to 
which raw materials—can be 
hugely important.

That makes bosses in each 
country rely on the interna-
tional influence of their state. 

States in turn need to keep 
their bosses profitable to 
finance their own expenditure. 

Each state looks out for the 
interests of their own capitalist 
firms. So competition between 
firms becomes competition 
between capitalist states.

Today many firms are huge 
multinationals operating across 
states and borders.

It’s very different to when 
the revolutionary Karl Marx 
was writing in the 19th cen-
tury, for example. Firms were 
mostly clustered around a few 
industrial boom towns such 
as Manchester, rarely employ-
ing more than a few hundred 
workers.

These changes are a direct 
product of that process of 
competition.

As individual firms compete 
they swallow up their rivals or 
drive them out of business. Marx 
called it the “concentration” 

WORLD
WITH NO

WARS
IT’S POSSIBLE—IF WE UNDERSTAND WHAT MAKES THEM. 
TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS TAKES AIM AT IMPERIALISM

We live in a 
system of 
competing 
capitalist 
states

‘‘ 
Behind the theory—
revolutionary Lenin
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and “centralisation” of capital.
This process doesn’t mean 

that the nation state becomes 
less important. It raises the 
stakes as firms compete to 
divide up the world market.

This shapes the negotia-
tions over trade treaties such 
as TTIP, what to do about cli-
mate change, or whether the 
European Union should have 
more or fewer powers.

It’s also part of the reason for 
attacks on working conditions 
or education. The Tories want 
to make British business com-
petitive against foreign rivals.

But ultimately getting inter-
national influence isn’t just an 
economic question. 

As Lenin said, “the ‘booty’ is 
shared between two or three 
powerful world plunderers ... 
who are drawing the whole 
world into their war over the 
division of their booty.”

The US is no longer the 
world’s biggest economy. It 
accounted for 50 percent of 
world output in 1945, but that 
had already halved by 2000.

Yet it’s still the world’s big-
gest superpower, with immense 
diplomatic influence that helps 
it negotiate good terms for its 
bosses.

That’s because it has a huge 
army with bases and puppet 
regimes all over the world. 

M
ANY OF i ts 
recent wars 
h a v e  b e e n 
about stem-
m i n g  t h e 
decline of that 

power—and showing rivals 
that it isn’t afraid to use it.

This drove its brutal mili-
tary interventions in Iraq, 
Somalia and the former 
Yugoslavia in the 
1990s. The lynchpin 
in that strategy was 
the invasion of Iraq 
in 2003. 

But Iraq was a 
major defeat for the 
US—and the Arab 
Revolutions further 
weakened its grip on the 
Middle East. Now it’s des-
perate to regain control.

In this way economic 
competition can spill over 
into military competition.

Sometimes this can even 
spiral into explosions such as 
the First World War.

The enduring global eco-
nomic crisis increases the 
pressure on every state—and 
could make such conflicts more 
likely again.

No one war is simple or 

inevitable. But as long as we 
live in a world of competing 
capitalist states, wars will keep 
coming.

Identifying imperialism as a 
global system tells us how to 
fight it. 

There’s no point looking for 
good superpowers, or letting 
our own rulers’ rivals off the 
hook.

There’s even less point look-
ing for a “right” way for Britain 
to shape the Middle East.

Lenin argued that social-
ists should fight to turn the 
bosses’ war into a war against 
the bosses.

We need to build a strong 
anti-war movement to beat the 
imperialists at home. 

And we need to make that 
part of a struggle against the 
capitalist system and all its 
horrors.

Vietnam war 
(top), First 
World War 
(above), 
opposition 
to Iraq 
war 
(below) 
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EYEWITNESS 
GREECE

Workers’ action from below 
fuels a crisis at the top

Panos Garganas 
reports from the 
general strike—and 
looks at how workers 
can fight the austerity 
of a left government
AS GREECE’S parliament 
debated its budget, workers 
held the second general strike 
in a month on Thursday of 
last week. For the second 
time it was very successful. 

Union federations are 
under pressure to call a 
third general strike if the 
government pushes a vote 
on its pensions bill before 
Christmas.

People are looking for ways 
to escalate.

This isn’t always 
straightforward. For example 
many unions relied on their 
pensioner branches to build 
for the strike rally. In some 
ways it was impressive, with 
pensioners very visible. But it 
was also smaller.

Workers in various sectors 
have taken encouragement 
for their own fights. Hospital 
workers struck for two days, 
with a very impressive rally 
against understaffing.

Dockers, rail and 
public transport workers 
are coordinating against 
privatisation. The dockers 
say they will call strikes 
themselves if the union 
federations don’t.

Others include temporary 
workers in local government.

All this has very quickly 
had political implications for 
prime minister Alexis Tsipras.

Recent resignations 
brought his majority in 
parliament down to just three 
MPs. As many as ten could 
vote against the pensions bill.

It is so unpopular that no 
one wants to be blamed for 
it. Even the pro-austerity 
opposition parties don’t want 
to vote for it—they’d rather 
leave it to Tsipras. They also 
see the government on the 
edge and are looking to what 
will happen if it falls.

A recent council of political 
leaders was ostensibly called 
at Tsipras’ initiative to get 
a consensus on national 
issues—the refugee crisis and 
pension reform. Behind the 
scenes they were wheeling 
and dealing about a possible 

new government.
Would that be a grand 

coalition between Tsipras’ 
left wing party Syriza and the 
Tory party New Democracy? 

Would it mean the smaller 
opposition parties propping 
up the existing coalition? No 
one knows.

New Democracy itself 
is divided. Its leadership 
election has stopped, let 
down by its IT firm.

But its real problem is that 
members are increasingly 
polarised. One wing wants 

tough opposition to Syriza. 
The other would rather make 
sure the austerity package is 
implemented.

This all creates an air of 
political crisis. It’s clear that 
politics has no “quick fix” to 
offer. And that encourages 
people to push for strikes.

At the same time the 
traditional left wing of the 
unions are in disarray.

Those linked to Syriza will 
back token action to avoid 
being isolated, but nothing 
serious. The strange thing is 
the Popular Unity party.

It split from Syriza in the 
summer and stood against 
it in September’s election—
but continues to organise 
alongside it in the unions.

Its political rhetoric is 
about smashing austerity 
and throwing out the bailout 
agreement, but the industrial 
strategy doesn’t match. Their 
eyes are on union elections, 
not on organising struggle. 

Workers on the other 
hand are generalising. The 
strike rally was full of slogans 
against bombing Syria or in 
solidarity with refugees. They 
are pushing for action—and 
looking beyond their own 
particular problems.

We need coordination at 
the rank and file. 

The campaign over state 
broadcaster ERT, where 
workers’ occupation inspired 
rallies and even solidarity 
strikes, must be our model.

It’s not an easy strategy. 
There are steps in the right 
direction. But getting there 
will be a fight.
Panos Garganas is editor of 
Socialist Worker’s sister paper 
in Greece, Workers Solidarity

WORKERS ON the strike rally  Picture: Workers solidarity

BACK STORY
Greece’s radical left party 
Syriza is struggling to 
implement the austerity it 
was elected to oppose
lThe European Union, 
International Monetary Fund 
and private investors used 
Greece’s debt as blackmail
lSyriza leader Alexis 
Tsipras capitulated in July 
and signed up to Greece’s 
third “bailout” programme
lThis is tied to an austerity 
package including the sale 
of public assets, cuts, and a 
hated “reform” of pensions

It’s clear 
politics has no 
‘quick fix’. This 
encourages 
people to strike

‘‘ 
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Worse than a Cop out—climate 
change talks help sink planet   
THE HEADS of state at the Cop21 
climate change talks in Paris know 
that climate change is one of the 
most urgent problems facing 
humanity. 

They also know that no deal 
they come up with will be anything 
like what is needed to solve it.

That hasn’t stopped them 
schmoozing and congratulating 
themselves as they make earnest 
speeches. 

But behind all this a great crime 
is being committed. The polluters 
who are trashing and looting our 
planet are setting the green light 
to carry on. 

  NATIONAL
 PLEDGES

THE SPIN
Some 180 countries have 
submitted plans for getting their 
carbon emissions down. These are 
supposed to keep global warming 
below 2 degrees.

THE REALITY
The pledges are woefully 
inadequate. If countries stick to 
them, global emissions will hit  
43 billion tonnes a year by 2030.

That’s two and a half times too 
high to stay within the “carbon 
budget” target that’s estimated 
to give a 66 percent chance of 
keeping below 2 degrees.

Even within the budget warming 
could go as high as 6 degrees by 
2100. In any case countries are not 
sticking to them.

The European Union and at least 
six other major economies already 
threaten their commitments with 
new coal plants.

Some developing countries 
made their pledges conditional on 
aid from richer countries—which 
have a habit of not stumping up 
promised cash.

  DEAL OR 
NO DEAL

THE SPIN
After 20 years of trying, the United 
Nations (UN) negotiators’ aim 
to finally reach a legally binding 
global agreement. US president 
Barack Obama said he was 
“optimistic” about reaching a deal.

THE REALITY
Any deal would have to be 
ratified by the US senate, led 
by Republican climate change 
“sceptics”. US secretary of 
state John Kerry admitted 
that meant there would 
“definitely not” be a treaty.

Different countries pass each 
other the buck.

Richer countries say developing 
countries, whose economies are 
growing, less advanced and often 
more polluting should make the 
bulk of emissions cuts. 

Leaders of developing countries 
ask why they should sacrifice 
the economic growth that the 
economically advanced countries, 
that are responsible for most 
historic pollution, benefitted from.

This tension creates a drive 
to find a lowest common 
denominator. As Chinese president 
Xi Jinping put it, “Countries 
should be allowed to seek their 
own solutions, according to their 
national interest.”

  IN IT 
TOGETHER

THE SPIN
World leaders are trying to paint  
climate change as something  
“everyone” can address—from their 
own schmoozing to ordinary peo-
ple’s lifestyle changes.

THE REALITY
Not everyone gets an equal say 
at the summit. While some of the 
world’s biggest polluting firms got 
to sponsor it, ordinary people were 
banned from protesting outside.

We still get responsibility 
dumped on us. We must change 
our light bulbs, eat less meat, 
insulate our homes and use public 
transport—or else it’s our fault.

But climate change is a social 
problem, not a collection of 
individual problems.

Our choices are limited by 
what’s on offer. Few people choose 
to spend hours in traffic jams or 
struggle to heat badly insulated 
homes.

Even if we try to consume 
responsibly, corporations will still 
produce irresponsibly—and spend 
billions on advertising to create a 
demand.

  THE ONLY GAME 
IN TOWN

THE SPIN
French foreign minister Laurent 
Fabius warned delegates that “there 
isn’t an alternative solution” because 
“there isn’t an alternative planet.” 
We may not like the summits, but 
they’re better than nothing.

THE REALITY
The talks always fail for a reason—
our rulers seek deals that don’t 
touch the system that’s  destroying BARACK OBAMA—won’t stand up to the fossil fuel industry

THE LOGO for the paris talks

  BRITAIN LEADS 
THE WAY

THE SPIN
David Cameron boasted  
that Britain is one of  
75 countries “that already 
have legally binding climate 
change legislation” and are 
“thriving” as a result.

THE REALITY
Britain’s Climate Change Act 
commits to cutting emissions 
by  
80 percent from  
1990 to 2050. But it’s 
mostly sleight of hand.

The target excludes 
aviation and shipping. A new 
runway at Heathrow airport 
could create 210 million 
tonnes of carbon emissions 

and none would count.
It also only counts emissions 

generated in Britain. The 
decline of manufacturing 
means these “direct” 
domestic emissions have 
been falling for years.

But instead of cutting 
this pollution, Britain is 
sending it abroad.

George Osborne’s fracking 
“revolution” could also 
bring the world huge new 
emissions without affecting 
domestic targets.

In practice the Tories 
are slashing subsidies for 
renewables while increasing 
tax breaks for fossil fuels. 
This puts Britain well behind 
many other countries.

  THE BOSSES  
WON’T SAVE US

THE SPIN
Alongside the summit, the 
Sustainable Innovation 
Forum seeks market-driven, 
technological solutions. 
Billionaires such as Bill Gates, 
Mark Zuckerberg and Richard 
Branson also held a “Mission 
Innovation” meeting.

THE REALITY
The problem isn’t lack of 
technologies but how society uses 
them. Bosses like Zuckerberg, 
Gates and Branson are part of 
that problem. So is the market.

Much emphasis is on making 
renewables cheaper than fossil 
fuels. But in some cases they 
already are. 

As the magazine New Scientist 
pointed out last week, “in a 
free market, wind and solar 
energy could get too cheap to be 
profitable”.

This could discourage 
capitalists from investing in 
them. Even if they do, it won’t 
necessarily cut fossil fuel use.

Instead, “if demand for fossil 
fuels starts to fall, they may get 
cheaper as producers try to sell as 
much as they can”.

Frack off Osborne

Renewables—too cheap for profit?

the planet.
A sustainable economy 

is possible, but only if it is 
democratically planned with 
people before profit. 

That’s something the bosses, 
politicians and lobbyists at Cop21 
will fight against until their last 
breaths.

There’s no point 
waiting for them to 
reach a deal. No 
agreement between 
foxes will ever work out well for 
the chickens.

If Fabius is right we may as well 
give up altogether.

But workers have the power not 
only to defeat the likes of him, but 
to run the world in a much better 
way.

Socialist Worker  12 December 2015
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IN BRIEF 

Fascists did not 
pass in Nottingham
THE FASCIST Notts Casual 
Infidels tried to march in 
Nottingham last Saturday. 

Their intention was to hold 
a demonstration in Market 
Square “against immigration”.
But up to 80 people came out 
to oppose them. 

The fascists only managed 
to bring 30 people—a number 
that quickly depleted. And 
they were unable to reach 
Market Square.
Julie Webster 

Will the left Rise 
to the challege?
AROUND 200 people 
attended the radical left Rise 
project’s national conference 
in Glasgow last Saturday. 

The conference decided 
that Rise would be an 
electoral alliance, rather than 
a party.

There was general 
unanimity on a series of 
radical policies, including an 
emergency motion opposing 
Britain bombing Syria.
Donny Gluckstein

Victory for arrested 
Palestine activists
THE “ELBIT 19” Palestine 
solidarity activists arrested 
on a protest earlier this 
year were celebrating as all 
charges against them were 
dropped.

The 19 activists heard the 
news on Thursday of last 
week.

They were due in court 
that day to face charges of 
breaching an injunction. 

Charges of assaulting a 
police officer against two 
of the activists were also 
dropped.

The activists were 
arrested on a protest outside 
Israeli arms factory Elbit in 
Shenstone last June. 

They had been charged 
with breaching an injunction 
that prevented protesters 
from coming within 
250 metres of the factory.

The protesters were not 
aware that the injunction was 
in place.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

Wardens’ strikes 
are just the ticket
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Brighton and Hove struck on 
Saturday and Sunday of last 
week. 

The GMB union members 
are demanding a 4 percent 
pay rise. 

Outsourcer NSL is refusing 
workers more than  
1 percent.

Wardens are currently paid 
£7.82 per hour—just over 
£15,300 annually.

GMB says it will call 
further strikes.

Traffic wardens in Enfield, 
north London, were also set 
to strike on Friday of this 
week. 

The GMB members are 
also fighting NSL bosses for a 
£9.40 living wage.

 Union officials caught   
 out in election scandal 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

UNISON UNION members 
are furious at news that 
full time officials have been 
caught breaking union rules 
to get general secretary 
Dave Prentis re-elected.

A recording of a meeting 
of the union’s greater London 
regional officials from  
21 October suggests 
widespread malpractice and 
potentially implicates Prentis 
in the conspiracy.

Unison’s London regional 
secretary Linda Perks gives 
detailed instructions to staff 
to use their paid time to help 
Prentis’ campaign. 

But union rules state that 
staff should not “carry out 
any activities intended or 
likely to affect the election or 
candidature of any person”.

Perks thanked the 
officials for securing branch 
nominations for Prentis. But 

she insisted there was “still a 
job to do” in the branches that 
did not nominate Prentis—to 
seek out friendly supporters to 
get leaflets to. 

That campaigning is 
supposed to be “a lay member 
activity” was greeted with 
laughter. 

Perks warned staff not to 
get “caught out saying ‘vote for 
Dave’”. They were told if there 
are witnesses to them breaking 
the rules to “make sure they 
are friendly witnesses”.

Investigating 
In response Unison informed 
London branches that assistant 
general secretary Roger 
McKenzie was investigating 
the breach. It said Perks “will 
not be carrying out her duties” 
during the investigation. 

London region national 
executive committee (NEC) 
member Helen Davies 
said, “There needs to be an 
independent investigation. All 

those implicated in this should 
be immediately suspended.”

London Tower Hamlets 
branch secretary John 
McLoughlin said, “We need 
leadership we can trust. 

“We need democracy to 
defend our members and the 
services we provide.”

A lobby of the NEC is set to 
take place on Wednesday of 
this week. Activists will hand 
in an open letter calling for 
immediate action.

PCS union rep Candy Udwin 
was one of a number of people 
expelled from Unison in the 
past as part of a general  
witch-hunt against socialists.

She said, “These people 
broke the rules while they have 
disciplined and expelled union 
reps in the past for fighting 
back.

“Their arrogance is 
incredible—I hope they are 
held to justice.”
lWorkers spoke in a personal 
capacity

FBU UNION members protest against plans to scrap 13 fire engines and axe 200 jobs 
outside London City Hall on Wednesday of last week. Full story on socialistworker.co.uk

FIREFIGHTERS 

TEACHERS

nTEACHERS AT Tech City 
in Islington, north London, 
began a two-day strike on 
Tuesday of this week. The 
free school was formerly 
known as STEM 6. 

NUT union members 
unanimously voted for strikes 
after a stressed worker 
collapsed in the classroom.

Union members plan 
a three-day strike from 
Tuesday of next week. 
lSend messages of support to 
nut@islingtonteachers.org.uk

nNUT MEMBERS at Alfreton 
Grange school in Derbyshire 
began a three-day strike on 
Tuesday of this week.

They are in dispute over 
changes to the timetable that 
they say damage childrens’ 
education.
lSend messages of support to 
secretary@wirral.nut.org.uk

nTEACHERS at 
Birmingham’s Small Heath 
School were set to strike on 
Thursday of this week. 

It will be the NUT, 
NASUWT and ATL union 
members’ fifth walkout in 
their fight to stop the school 
becoming an academy.
lSend messages of support 
to banut@btclick.com

nTEACHERS AT Bournville 
School & Sixth Form Centre 
began a two-day strike on 
Tuesday of this week over 
planned job cuts.

NUT and NASUWT union 
members joined the walkout. 
Bosses at the school want to 
close the sixth form and cut 
at least 14 jobs.
lSend messages of support 
to banut@btclick.com

nNUT MEMBERS at 
Listerdale primary academy 
in Rotherham struck on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
of last week in support of 
suspended head teacher 
Craig Roberts.
lSend messages of support to 
Fsprague.nut@gmail.com 

nNUT MEMBERS at Ely 
College in Cambridge have 
called off a strike after 
winning demands over 
workload and performance 
targets. 

nLONDON Teachers’ Housing 
Campaign supporters held 
a protest outside Foxton’s 
estate agents in Islington, 
north London, on Saturday of 
last week.

They are fighting against 
high rents for teachers. 

UNISON UNION 

EDUCATION 

Wave of rolling strikes by 
Open University lecturers
UCU UNION members at 
the Open University (OU) 
are continuing a wave 
of strikes against cuts. 

Workers have staged a 
national strike and several 
regional walkouts against 
bosses’ plans to close seven 
regional centres and slash 
over 500 jobs.

Alison Higgs at the OU’s 
London centre told Socialist 
Worker, “Closing centres will 
exclude a lot of people. Some 
don’t have resources to do 
things without support.” 

UCU rep Isabel added, 
“Students want to feel like 
they are in a university 
environment, but they won’t 
if the cuts go through.”

Workers have won support 
from students and other 
trade unionists.

Bosses want to shut sites 

in Birmingham, Bristol, 
Cambridge, Gateshead, 
Leeds, London and Oxford.

Strikes hit Birmingham, 
London, Oxford, Leeds and 
Gateshead throughout last 
week. OU workers were out 
in Cambridge on Monday 
of this week and Bristol the 
following day. 

Further strikes are 
planned in Nottingham, 
Manchester, Belfast, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh and Milton 
Keynes.
Sadie Robinson 

nLambeth College workers 
in south London rallied on 
Monday of this week against 
compulsory redundancies.

UCU union members are 
also balloting for strikes. 
lSend messages of support to 
mandybrowncow@yahoo.com

OBITUARY
Andy Gallagher
1951-2015
ANDY GALLAGHER, who 
has died aged 64, was a 
revolutionary from a young 
age.

He was a member of 
the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP) in Scotland and then 
in west London. 

In the 1990s he was a 
member of Hammersmith 
and Paddington branches. 

Andy was born and 
brought up in Glasgow. His 
father was a railway worker 

and he worked in manual 
jobs after leaving school.

He gained a degree in 
history as a mature student. 

Andy moved back to 
Scotland and lived in 
Stirling. 

He took up painting, 
studied art history and 
enjoyed spending time with 
his two grandchildren. Andy 
was a lifelong supporter of 
Celtic Football Club. 

Andy had some health 
problems recently and died 
on 22 October after a short 
illness. 
Geraldine Monaghan 

BENEFITS 

THE DEPARTMENT for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) has 
been told to apologise to 
the sister of a man who died 
after his benefits were cut.

The health service 
ombudsman partially 
upheld a complaint by Linda 
Cooksey about the treatment 
of her brother Tim Salter.

Tim was partially sighted 
and had undiagnosed mental 
health problems.

He killed himself in 
September 2013, nine 
months after a work 
capability assessment (WCA) 
found him fit for work.

Coroner Andrew Haigh 
ruled that having his benefits 
“greatly reduced, leaving 
him almost destitute” was a 
major factor in his death.

The ombudsman found 
that DWP assessors had 
missed opportunities to seek 
medical evidence about his 
mental health, and its review 
failed to spot this error.

LIBRARIES 

Lewisham’s books bonfire 
LIBRARY WORKERS 
and users hit the streets 
of Lewisham, south 
London, last weekend 
to defend the service. 

Campaigners held stalls 
and a brief march to get the 
message out. 

The Labour council plans 
to slash £1 million from the 
borough’s libraries.

Council bosses replaced 
full time staff with volunteers 
at five out of 12 sites in 
2011. 

They now plan to remove 
staff from a further four 
libraries.

This would leave just three 
professionally staffed sites 
for 275,000 people.

Caroline, a library worker, 
said, “I know the people who 
will be affected—children, 
job seekers and vulnerable 

elders. We can’t let this 
happen.”

Library assistant Linda 
explained, “There is no 
continuity with volunteer-run 
libraries.

“Full time staff build up 
relationships with library 
users.”

“Libraries are about more 
than just books. Services for 
mothers with young children, 
such as under-fives storytime 
and baby-bounce will be 
lost.”

Activists were preparing 
to lobby Lewisham council 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press. 
Mark Dunk 
lsavelewishamlibraries.
blogspot.co.uk 
Twitter @SaveLewLibraries 
Sign the petition at  
tinyurl.com/haugab7
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DRIVING EXAMINERS 

  Strikers’ fury at new  
 health risk at centre
by NICK CLARK

DRIVING EXAMINERS from 
the DVSA ended a week 
of rolling strikes with a 
national walkout on Friday 
of last week.

They have been fighting 
attempts by DVSA manage-
ment to extend the working 
day to fit in more driving 
tests.

Members of the PCS union 
took part in rolling strikes 
beginning on Tuesday of last 
week. 

Prospect union members, 
who plan to strike every 
Friday, struck alongside the 
PCS national strike on Friday.

Steve Wilkins visited pick-
ets in Gillingham, Kent, to 
show solidarity.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“Strikers had a good picket 
as part of the national strike.

“They were also angry as 
the Test Centre had been 
closed the previous week due 
to water testing positive for 
Legionnaires Disease.

“They said they hadn’t 
been told about this straight 
away. 

“And they said a manager 
had refused to phone a col-
league who was off sick.”

Steve said strikers were 
“determined to continue the 
fight”.

Workers say plans to 

extend the working day effec-
tively means a pay cut—and 
will endanger road safety. 

Rules say that all tests have 
to be held in good daylight.

Ordinarily those taking a 
driving test have to be able 
to read a car number plate at 
a distance.

But photos have emerged 
appearing to show a number 
plate attached to a lamppost 
at a test centre in Aberdeen—
in an apparent attempt to 
make it more visible.

The PCS union says it 
tried to initiate talks with the 
DVSA at conciliation service 

Acas during the action last 
week.

But senior figures in the 
Department for Transport are 
said to have overruled DVSA 
management.

They have demanded that 
the PCS agrees to the new 
contracts before talks begin.

HEALTH WORKERS

Student nurses protest 
as talks bog down BMA 
SOME 400 NHS students 
protested against Tory 
plans to axe their bursaries 
outside the Department of 
Health on Wednesday of 
last week. 

They chanted, “Bursaries 
not bombs” and, “Save our 
NHS”. 

Katie, a student nurse in 
east London, told Socialist 
Worker, “It would definitely 
put people off going into 
nursing. My bursary helps 
a lot. But it’s really low and 
was cut from last year—it 
doesn’t even cover my 
rent.”

The nurses’ protest came 
three days after the British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
wrongly suspended strikes 
for more talks. 

Doctors had been due 

to strike against health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt’s 
plans to impose new, worse 
contracts.

Yannis Gourtsoyannis sits 
on the BMA’s junior doctors’ 
committee. 

He said, “If there is any 
display of bad faith by the 
government we will not 
hesitate to instigate a strike. 

“While some concessions 
have been made, we are 
very far from achieving our 
core demands. 

“The next few weeks 
will be a test of the BMA’s 
character as a union.”

Hunt wants to use the 
six-week period of talks to 
break momentum. 

Junior doctors should 
keep organising and fight to 
get the action back on.

BUS WORKERS

DRIVING EXAMINERS picketing in Gillingham, Kent, last week Picture: Steve WilkinS

FLOODING

 Furious residents demand  
 more from David Cameron
>>>from page 20

 
had to be brought in 
was that Fire and Rescue 
services have been cut. 

Some 87 jobs have 
been lost since 2010—and 
the Tories aren’t done.

Five of the Cumbria 
stations where firefighters 
are working 11-hour shifts 
to deal with the floods are 
earmarked for closure. 

This is supposedly 
due to lack of use.

The firefighter-
run Save Lazonby Fire 
Station campaign said 
on Twitter on Sunday, 
“We’ve been inundated. 

“Yesterday consisted of 
rescues of persons, pumping 
out of homes, assisting 
the elderly, road traffic 
collisions and the lot.

“The appliance went out 
this morning to Carlisle 
and is still out due to large 

number of incidents.”
Firefighters had to request 

support from Cockermouth, 
more than 35 miles away, 
the previous day.

The climate change our 
rulers refuse to tackle (see 
pages 8 & 17) could make 
more floods more likely 
to occur more often.

But while Cameron 
splashes out for a new war 
on Syria, he can’t find the 
cash to keep us safe from 
this very real threat.
Dave Sewell

THE PEOPLE’S Assembly 
Against Austerity held 
its national convention 
in central London on 
Saturday of last week.

Around 250 delegates 
from across Britain 
attended the convention.  

Sessions included 
discussions on fighting the 
housing crisis, the NHS 
and defending refugees.

Delegates also debated the 
best way to fight local cuts. 

Some argued it was 
better to focus on asking 
individual councillors to 
defy their party whips 
and vote against cuts.

But others argued for 
campaigning for councils 
to pass no-cuts budgets. 

Dean Ryan, from Hackney 

in east London said, “The 
cuts are going through now.

“We have to start the 
fighting the cuts now”.

The convention came 
at the end of a successful 
year of campaigning for 
the People’s Assembly. 

This included a 
march of up to 250,000 
people in London.

John Gullick from 
Newcastle People’s 
Assembly said, “The 
conference has been very 
useful for organising.

“We’re in changed 
circumstances from last 
year. We need to adapt 
to that. We need to build 
local groups further.”
Nick Clark
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY 

HUNDREDS OF workers on 
London’s Docklands Light 
Railway (DLR) are set for a 
series of escalating walkouts.

Their RMT union said 
DLR operators Keolis Amey 
is “wrecking industrial 
relations”.

Two 24-hour strikes are 
set for 11 and 13 January. 
These will be followed by 
48-hour strikes in February 
and March, and two four-day 
strikes in March.

BUS WORKERS take to the picket line in Medway  Picture: Steve WilkinS

 Mass pickets as Arriva drivers walk out
by STEVE WILKINS

BUS DRIVERS working for 
Arriva in Medway, Kent, 
struck on Friday of last week 
and Monday of this week. 

The Unite union members 
are in dispute over new 
timetables and schedules.
These have left drivers behind 
the wheel for five and a half 
hours without a proper break 
or access to toilet facilities.

Arriva brought in 

new timetables without 
consultation. This angered 
passengers as it cut off bus 
routes necessary for people to 
get to work or shop. 

Arriva has said it will 
bring in revised timetables in 
January but will not make any 
acceptable adjustments for 
drivers in the meantime. 

There were mass pickets 
of drivers at the Gillingham 
depot on both days. They have 
been overwhelmed by the 
degree of support they have 

received from other trade 
unionists and the public.

Driving Test Examiners 
came down from their picket 
at the Gillingham Test Centre 
on Friday to support bus 
strikers. 

Talks were set to take 
place on Tuesday. But if 
the dispute is not resolved, 
drivers will strike on 
Monday of next week and 
every Monday through 
January until the new 
timetables come in.

DLR WORKERS

OFFSHORE WORKERS

NORTH SEA offshore workers 
in the Caterers Offshore 
Trade Association (Cota) 
voted by 63 percent to accept 
a new deal from bosses last 
week.

The RMT/OilC and Unite 
union members had balloted 
for industrial action when 
Cota bosses reneged on a 
pay deal.

The new deal, 
recommended by the 
unions, clawed back some 
protections.

A Carlisle fire engine
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 FASCIST FN TOP  
 IN FRENCH VOTE
by DAVE SEWELL

THE FASCIST Front National 
(FN) topped the polls in the 
first round of French regional 
elections last Sunday.

The FN is set to con-
test the second round in all  
13 regions. It is in the lead 
in six of them. Even winning 
one would be an historic first.

FN leader Marine Le Pen 
in the north won almost as 
many votes as the main par-
ties’ candidates put together. 

So did her niece Marion 
Marechal-Le Pen in the south 
east.

Nationally the party won 
27.7 percent on a turnout of 
50 percent, meaning around 
one in seven eligible voters 
voted for a fascist.

With a score of 9.7 percent 
in Paris, the FN made inroads 
into urban constituencies it 
previously found hardest to 
crack. And it consolidated its 
grip on its heartlands.

France’s regions have lim-
ited powers.

But Marechal-Le Pen aims 
to eliminate funding for 
family planning clinics and 
LGBT organisations.

Le Pen would slash funding 
for organisations that support 
migrants in Calais and create 
a regional transport police 

force answerable to her.
More importantly, the FN 

now has a bigger platform 
to spread its hate. And it has 
more space to build up its 
activist core of hardened fas-
cists into a movement.

During the campaign Le 
Pen called for “eradicating 
bacterial immigration” by 

refugees with “non-European 
diseases”. Marechal-Le Pen 
argued that Muslims “could 
not have the same status” 
as Catholics in a “culturally 
Christian” country.

Their racism will set the 
tone for the 2017 presiden-
tial election.

Mainstream politicians’ 

persecution of Muslims has 
legitimised the fascists.

Now their parties are 
scrambling to unite with each 
other to “block” the FN in the 
second round this Sunday. 

More left wing parties are 
under pressure to back those 
to their right.

The ruling Labour-type 

Socialist Party (PS) has 
ordered its candidates to 
stand down in regions where 
the Tory coalition is second 
to the FN.

That means leaving the 
anti-fascist fight to former 
president Nicolas Sarkozy’s 
Republican Party. 

Its  general secretary 

Laurent Wauquiez called 
last month for putting 4,000, 
mostly Muslim, suspected 
extremists in internment 
camps.

Sarkozy has firmly ruled 
out standing down for the PS 
anywhere.

In several regions the left 
wing Green Party and Front 
de Gauche merged their 
slates with that of the PS. The 
PS’ ban on protests could see 
protesters jailed if they try to 
march against the fascists.

And pr ime min i s te r 
Manuel Valls is trying to 
build support for a “fusion” 
slate of all democratic par-
ties against the FN in 2017.

Backing the right to beat 
the far right is a dead end 
strategy.

It was tested when Le Pen’s 
father Jean Marie Le Pen 
reached the second round 
of 2002’s presidential elec-
tion. Even the revolutionary 
left called for votes for Tory 
Jacques Chirac.

This boosted a corrupt and 
viciously racist politician. 
And it did nothing to build 
the kind of movement that 
could beat the FN.

SUPPORTERS OF the fascist Front National celebrating the party’s big vote in France last Sunday

FLOODING

 Furious residents demand more than the ‘usual promises’ from Cameron
RESIDENTS OF Cumbria 
were furious with David 
Cameron as he came for 
a photo-op on Monday of 
this week. 

Storm Desmond has 
wreaked devastation 
across Cumbria and 
Lancashire.

Thousands of homes 
have been swamped, tens 
of thousands left without 
power and the body of an 
elderly man found in the 
River Kent. 

The death toll had 
reportedly risen to three 
as Socialist Worker went 
to press. But this is no 

natural disaster. Cameron 
has slashed funding for 
flood defences. 

The budget went down 
by £116 million this year 
alone. 

In Carlisle, Craig 
Brownlee-Chapman 
told journalists, “I am 
so so angry about flood 
defences. 

“They spent £48 million 
after 2005 and we were 
told it could not be 
breached, that the flooding 
was a once in 100 years 
event.

“Here we are ten years 
later and it has been 

breached, and we have 
lost so much—I am really 
bitter. 

“Cameron is in Carlisle 
today with all the usual 
promises. 

“But what is he going to 
do now?”

Local government 
funding for flood relief 
was also cut by a third to 
just £10 million this year. 

It follows cuts of 
hundreds of jobs at the 
Environment Agency, the 
main body dealing with 
floods.

One reason the army 
>>turn to page 19Emergency workers using a boat on floodwater in Carlisle—cuts have made the job harder
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