
  IT’S MISSILE
 MADNESS

lWHOPPING 
£167 BILLION 
FOR TRIDENT
NUKES

lHEALTH 
SERVICE 

STARVED OF 
CASH

lDEMO SAT 27 FEB l 6 DEADLY BOMB MYTHS >>PAGES 10&11

  IT’S MISSILE
 MADNESS

lWHOPPING 
£167 BILLION 
FOR TRIDENT
NUKES

lHEALTH 
SERVICE 

STARVED OF 
CASH

lDEMO SAT 27 FEB l 6 DEADLY BOMB MYTHS >>PAGES 10&11

NEW LANGUAGE 
TEST IS OLD 

TORY RACISM
Muslim women speak out >>Page 8 German anti-racists hit back >>Page 4
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CRISIS

Are we heading 
for another global 
economic slump?
Some £4 trillion was wiped 
off the value of the world’s 
stocks and shares in the first 
two weeks of 2016. The price 
of oil fell below $30 a barrel 
on Monday of this week.

Commentators predict 
another sharp slump 
downwards for the economy.
Socialist Worker asks what 
lies behind the panic.
>>Page 7

SOLIDARITY

Keep up the 
fight to save  
the NHS
THE JUNIOR doctors’ BMA 
organisation called off a 
strike that was planned for 
next week, but their battle 
against Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt goes on.

Tube workers in London 
are set to take action next 
Tuesday in a fight over jobs, 
pay, conditions and the 
introduction of Night Tube.
>>Page 20

ANALYSIS

Why do the 
media lie about 
Jeremy Corbyn?
Jeremy Corbyn has been 
attacked from all sections of 
the mainsteam media—and 
the assault is part of a much 
broader pattern. 

Socialist Worker explains 
why the media hate Corbyn 
—and how we can challenge 
them.
>>Pages 14&15
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lTHE PUBLIC thinks it’s a 
good idea for Newfoundland 

and Labrador in Canada to have 
a communist revolution. That’s 
according to the provincial 
government’s renewal initiative 
website, where “Communist 
Revolution” is the highest-rated 
response to the question of how 
government could be more efficient. 

 The billionaires on the bus  
 see their wealth go up and up
THE 62 richest people on the planet 
are worth more than the combined 
wealth of half the world’s population.

Fortunes of the world’s wealthiest, 
who could all fit seated on a single 
Routemaster bus, total £1.23 trillion— 
that is more than the combined wealth 
of Earth’s 3.6 billion poorest.

And the top ten, worth £420 billion 
and all over 60, could ride for free. 

But the charity’s study said it is time 
the rich stopped getting a free ride from 
governments. It was aimed at the World 
Economic Forum of politicians and busi-
ness leaders in Davos, Switzerland this 
week.

The super-rich got richer by half a tril-
lion dollars last year. 

But since 2010 the poorest half of the 
world got poorer by $1 trillion (£700bil-
lion), a drop of 41 percent. And an esti-
mated £7.6 trillion is stored in offshore 
accounts to avoid taxes, says Oxfam.

It also says nine corporate—partners 
at Davos use tax havens, costing devel-
oping nations £70 billion a year in lost 
revenue.

lDAVID CAMERON worries about 
his kids being able to afford a 

home—after earning an estimated 
£500,000 in rent while in office.

Since moving into Downing Street 
in May 2010, the PM has been 
renting out his luxury home in oh so 
fashionable Notting Hill. A similar 
house in a neighbouring street is 
rented for £1,750 per week.

Pension attack on 
16 milllion people
THE GOVERNMENT has 
admitted that at least 
16 million people under 
the age of 43 will be 
worse off as a result of 
the Tories’ new “flat rate” 
state pension.

From April, people 
reaching state pension age 
will receive a “flat rate” 
worth £155.65 a week, 
instead of the current 
basic pension worth 
£119.30 basic plus top‑ups 
for poorer people.

In fact many people will 
not receive the headline 
amounts, but will receive 
more or less depending 
on their employment 
circumstances. 

The DWP confirmed 
last week that over half 
of people presently in 

their 20s, 30s or 40s will 
receive a lower state 
pension under the new 
arrangements. 

Some will receive  
£884 a year lower than 
under existing rules, 
which translates to a 
£26,520 loss over a  
30 year retirement.

Efficient minister 
at tax avoider meal
A TORY minister with 
responsibility for taxation 
attended a dinner with 
a “tax intelligence” 
company that promises 
“financial efficiencies” 
to its paying clients.

David Gauke, the 
financial secretary to the 
Treasury, has oversight 
of the UK tax system—
including 
corporate 
tax and 
international 
tax issues.

Gauke’s 
register of 
ministerial gifts 
and hospitality 
shows he 
attended 
an awards 

dinner organised by 
the company, Tolley, 
in May 2015.

Representatives from 
the financial services 
industry can pay a 
standard rate of £3,180 
per table to attend the 
annual dinner’s 2016. 
If any readers are keen 
there is the option of 

No deal for 
cosmic bigotry
NOEL EDMONDS asked 
if he was the only 
person who thought that 
“Britain is full”. Which is 
presumably why he lives 
most of the time in a 
mansion in France. Eight 
years ago he said we 
should ban immigration 
because “the bus is full”. 
Now it’s the whole country.

He also said he believed 
in cosmic ordering telling 
us to write down our 
dearest wish and it would 
come true.

 So Troublemaker writes 
down a list of people 
who should remain silent 
forever.   

Cameron

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Sit around in 
their £1 million 
mansions and 
eat croissants at 
breakfast’
Lord Watts a new Labour peer 
explains how the Labour Party 
is run

‘Christ on a bike. 
The Trotskyist 
wing of the BMA 
is occupying the 
studio’
Tory Toby Young gets upset 
that there were doctors in the 
audience on Question Time

‘Women doctors 
don’t like 
weekend rotas’
Dominic Lawson explains in 
the Telegraph newspaper why 
too many women doctors have 
put the NHS at risk

‘This is Britain. 
In this country 
women and girls 
are free to choose 
how they live’
David Cameron on the 
wonderful lives of women

‘No, not before 
the PM arrives’
Cameron’s minders when 
journalists asked to speak to 
Muslim women at the mosque 
Cameron was speaking at 

‘There won’t be 
any time’
And when asked if after the 
speech the Muslim women 
would then be allowed to talk

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
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SE11 9BW@

Fizzy drinks 
make you thin 
say Coke 
A “LANDMARK” study 
that claimed diet drinks 
might be better than water 
in helping people to lose 
weight was funded by a 
food industry taskforce 
whose members include 
Coca-Cola and PepsiCo.

Bristol University 
announced the research 
but did not disclose 
the funding in its press 
release. It said it had not 
provided details of funding 
for “reasons of space”.

It was initiated by 
ILSI Europe, a research 
institute funded by 
companies such as Mars, 
McDonald’s and Unilever.

David Gauke

How many billionaires 
have half the world's 

wealth and what 
transport they could 

fit on

Hypocrisy of 
the week
JULY 2015
Tories cut 
16,000 English 
for Speakers 
of Other 
Languages 
(Esol) classes 

JANUARY 2016
Tories threaten 
to deport 
people who 
don’t learn 
English 



IN BRIEF
Hillsborough 
probe resumes
INQUESTS INTO the deaths 
of fans who died as a result 
of the Hillsborough football 
disaster are set to resume on 
Monday of next week. 

The inquest hearings 
began on 31 March 2014.

Coroner Sir John Goldring 
is expected to take three 
weeks to sum up the case.

Kurds protest 
brutal war
HUNDREDS OF Kurds 
protested outside Downing 
Street on Monday of this 
week against the visit of the 
Turkish prime minister.

They shouted, “Terrorist 
Turkish state,” and “Shame 
on you Cameron.” Turkey has 
launched a brutal war against 
the Kurds. Police arrested 
five demonstrators.

270 die waiting 
for social care
MORE THAN 270 people 
died waiting for a social care 
package in Scotland last year.

By November seven 
people had been waiting 
over six months for a care 
package—one had waited 
nearly two years. Council 
cuts have being blamed.

Major London 
march called
A NATIONAL March for 
Health, Homes, Jobs and 
Education has been called on 
Saturday 16 April in London. 

Transport from across 
Britain will be organised for 
the People’s Assembly (PA) 
event by local PA groups and 
other organisations.
thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

 Who is ‘not credible’—the  
 union leaders or Corbyn?
by CHARLIE KIMBER

JEREMY CORBYN angered and 
scared the Tories last weekend 
when he called for the legalisa-
tion of solidarity strikes, unilateral 
nuclear disarmament and a deal 
with Argentina over the Falklands. 

He also enraged the Labour right 
in parliament and the trade union 
leaderships.

Corbyn is right on all these issues. 
And far from making Labour une-
lectable, he’s showing a wholly 
refreshing change from the bland 
Tory-lite politics of his predecessors.  

That’s why Labour membership 
has doubled.

The Tories are blustering ahead 
with plans to spend up to £167 billion 
on renewing Trident nuclear missiles. 
They intend to ask MPs to vote on the 
issue in the next few months.

Nuclear weapons threaten the 
extinction of humanity and the 
planet. 

Suffered
Spending virtually unlimited funds 
on these weapons is spitting in the 
face of all of those who have suffered 
the government’s vicious cuts year 
after year.

Corbyn is right to say Trident 
must go. And workers should have 
the right to strike in solidarity with 
others—as they could legally from 
1946 until Tory Margaret Thatcher 
abolished it in 1980. 

Bosses can support one another 
in a thousand different ways during 
class battles. 

Why shouldn’t Tube workers be 
able to say, “the health service mat-
ters to us, we want to strike for the 
nurses and the NHS”? 

Why shouldn’t local government 
workers say, “we’re against privati-
sation, we will take action to stop it 
in the schools”?

Workers should be able to picket 

where they want in any numbers they 
choose.

Corbyn is mentioning what for 
decades has been unmentionable. 
Labour ought to be on the side of 
those fighting back.

But he faces serious obstacles.  
Some union leaders are now fight-

ing to keep Trident on the spurious 
grounds of safeguarding employ-
ment. They’ve done nothing effective 
to stop hundreds of thousands of job 
losses elsewhere.

GMB union leaders say Corbyn’s 
plans are “incoherent” and “not 
credible”.

Leading Unite union figures in 
the Trident-based plants have raised 
the spectre of up to 10,000 workers 

leaving the union unless it campaigns 
for renewal.

Unite leader Len McCluskey has 
urged Corbyn to give Labour MPs a 
free vote on the issue—which would 
guarantee the missiles would be 
retained.

Pressures
Such pressures are why Corbyn 
comes up with suggestions such as 
keeping nuclear submarines but 
that they should not carry nuclear 
warheads.

And it’s why Labour remains a 
very long way from lining up with all 
those fighting back.

In September John McDonnell 
rightly proclaimed, “I tell you this: 

when workers want to take action, 
we will support them automatically.” 

But last week the Guardian news-
paper revealed that the shadow  
cabinet refused to back the junior 
doctors’ strike, even though it is a 
hugely popular strike. 

A leak from Labour’s forthcoming 
official report into why it lost the elec-
tion admits, “Some of the ‘left wing 
policies’ were the most popular.” 

But the shadow cabinet as a whole 
remains terrified of consistently back-
ing resistance and radical policies. 

UNITE’S LEN McCluskey (on the right of Jeremy Corbyn) wants a free vote for MPs on Trident renewal 

‘There’s an alternative to defence jobs’
A CLYDESIDE defence worker has 
reacted angrily to union leaders’ 
backing for the renewal of Trident. 

The GMB union sent a letter 
to union reps spelling out their 
support for the Trident successor 
programme.

It noted the thousands of jobs 
that have been slashed and said, “In 
this climate it is highly irresponsible 
for any politician to be playing fast 
and loose with jobs in the Scottish 
defence sector.”

The worker said, “If people in 
England want to save Trident, they 
can have it down there. 

“I don’t want it on the 
Clyde—but it should be scrapped 
altogether.

“I think it is a disgrace that trade 

union leaders are prepared to 
countenance the melting of women 
and children in the event of a war. 

“Renewing Trident is immoral, 
irrational and a complete waste of 
public funds.”

The GMB letter claimed that 
the idea defence workers could 
have alternative jobs was “utter 
nonsense”. 

It said the only alternative for 
sacked workers was “the dole”.

But the worker argued, “There is 
an alternative. 

“Trident will cost £167 billion 
over its lifetime. 

“I think that could be enough 
money to create alternative jobs. 
But it needs political will and an 
industrial strategy to do that.”

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Greek lawyers stage 
indefinite strike against 
pension cuts

2  Security forces arrest 
Egyptian socialist

3  Iran’s 1979 revolution

4 Spirit of US fast food 
strikes come to London 
protest at McDonald’s 

5 French court jails 
trade unionists as 
government steps up 
repression

On other pages...
Six deadly nuclear myths...and how 
to defuse them >>Pages 10 & 11

Could defence workers be retrained?

OUT NOW

Socialist Worker pamphlet  
available from Bookmarks

020 7637 1848  
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
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STAND UP TO RACISM 
ANTI-RACISM DAY  
DEMONSTRATION  
19 March 2016 London

 Solidarity and refugees’  
 protests unite in Dunkirk
REFUGEES AND their 
supporters protested 
at the entrance to the 
refugee shanty town 
at Grande Synthe near 
Dunkirk last Saturday.

Teacher Sally 
Kincaid was one of 
25 activists from 
Wakefield in Yorkshire 
distributing aid inside 
the camp at the time. 

“Refugees had put 
up a big banner at the 
entrance saying ‘open 
the border’,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

The protest 
disrupted the police’s 
ability to restrict aid 
getting in.

Sally said, “People 
were far more 
confident than the last 
time we went. 

“Boys cheered as 
we went in.” 

Up to 100 people 
also protested at 

London St Pancras rail 
station where Eurostar 
trains leave for France, 
some lying down in a 
symbolic die-in.

A demonstration 
was planned to take 
place in Calais this 

Saturday, as Turkish 
and Greek activists 
march on the EU’s 
land border at the 
River Evros.
Assemble 2pm French 
time in the jungle to 
march to central Calais 

 Fury at arrests for saving lives
FRENCH magazine 
Charlie Hebdo ran a 
cartoon at the expense 
of drowned refugee 
child Aylan Kurdi last 
week as refugees 
continued to drown in 
the Aegean Sea.

At least four people 
including three 
children drowned 
off the Turkish coast 
when their boat 
capsized on Friday of 
last week, according 
to initial reports.

Greek cops arrested 
volunteers.

These included 
a group of Spanish 
firefighters, who had 
been rescuing refugees 
off the coast of the 
Greek island of Lesvos.

Hundreds protested 
in their hometown 

Seville in solidarity.
The arrests come 

as the cops and 
European Union 
border force Frontex 
say they are to start 
vetting refugees.

They plan to limit 
support for refugees 
to a few approved 
organisations.

lFORMER soldier Rob 
Lawrie was last week 
cleared of a smuggling 
charge in a French 
court.

He had tried to 
bring four year old 
Afghan refugee Bahar 
Ahmadi from the 
jungle to Britain to be 
with her family.
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 Refugees in  
 Calais are  
 forced from   
 the ‘jungle’  
 into a prison
by DAVE SEWELL 

LESS THAN 100 miles from 
London, the French authorities 
are using threats of violence to 
corral refugees into a new prison 
camp.

Bulldozers descended on a wide 
zone of the “jungle” shanty town in 
Calais this week, after refugees were 
handed eviction notices. 

They were given just days to 
move, making conditions in the rest 
of the jungle even more cramped.

Mohamed from Afghanistan told 
Socialist Worker, “They are saying 
its people’s own free will to move, 
but they are pressuring people. 

“People are moving to be on the 
safe side rather than wake up in the 
middle of the night to teargas and 
bulldozers.”

One aim of the operation is to 
move refugees into a new fenced-
off government camp made up of 
refitted shipping containers.

But it has room for only 1,500 
people—less than a quarter of the 
jungle’s population—and conditions 
are more like a prison.

Cram
People would have to cram into con-
tainers full of bunk beds, but with 
no bathrooms, cooking facilities or 
social areas. 

And they have to show a hand-
print to get in or out.

Mohamed said, “They have built a 
17 million euro prison for us.”

Some of the funding for repres-
sion in Calais comes from Britain’s 
Tories. Refugees have now named 
one of the muddy passages through 
the jungle “David Cameron Street”.

Some families have begun to 
move into the containers. Many 
others prefer to risk the squalid con-
ditions of the jungle where they can 
at least self-organise than submit to 
the jailers’ regime.

They are rightly suspicious of a 
state that wants to get rid of them. 
But the jungle is no alternative—
as hundreds of activists who have 
taken support to Calais in recent 
months have seen.

South London teacher Sara 

Tomlinson was there last weekend 
preparing for a Stand Up To Racism 
trade unionists’ solidarity trip in 
February.

She told Socialist Worker, “People 
are increasingly desperate. We were 
told of psychological problems. A 
man talked about how his friend, a 
15 year old who shared his tent, had 
died falling from a truck.

“A man talked about clinging on 
to a truck for 11 hours, but having to 
let go when he could no longer feel 
his legs due to the cold. 

“We met two girls aged eight and 
ten, able to speak English, cheerful 
and smiling, who said they were not 
attending school in the camp. 

“The great hope is to travel to 
England to join friend and family 
members. 

“They do not want to live like this, 
they are desperate for a solution.”

A memorial was held in central 
London on Monday of this week for 
Masud, a teenager who died trying 
to leave Calais to join his sister in 
Britain.

Trapping some refugees in con-
tainers to more easily get rid of the 
rest will only make the journey more 
dangerous. 

To stop the horror we must force 
the Tories to grant them safe pas-
sage to Britain.

BACK STORY
French and British governments 
are cooperating to make life for 
refugees in Calais intolerable 
lRefugees have left areas of the 
‘jungle’ shanty town after being 
threatened with violent eviction
lSome have been resettled in 
a “jail-like” camp made from 
shipping containers
lBut activists have stepped-up 
solidarity, combined with calls for 
opening the border
lAnti-racist demonstrations are 
planned for 19 March

CONDITIONS FOR refugees in Calais are worsening as winter bites Picture: sara tomlinson

 German far right rides backlash,  
 but anti-racists outnumber them
AROUND 7,000 people protested 
against racism in the German 
city of Stuttgart last Saturday, 
following a series of attacks on 
refugees.

Arson attacks on refugee 
shelters have been frequent, but 
anti-racists have taken a stand. 

For example, the previous 
Saturday 700 people protested in 
the town of Dreieich where shots 
had been fired at a refugees’ 
hostel.

The violence escalated after a 
“protest” of over 200 supporters 
of far right groups in Leipzig on 
Monday of last week. 

They ran amok with baseball 
bats and fireworks, attacking 
people and smashing windows of 
cafes and restaurants.

Historian Sasha Lange 
said it was the largest such 
incident in Germany since the 
“Kristallnacht” pogrom against 
Jewish businesses in 1938.

Racists have capitalised on the 
backlash after attacks on women 
by some refugees on New Year’s 
Eve, particularly in the city of 
Cologne. 

Many mainstream politicans 
have called for harsh further 
restictions of refugees.

The nearby town of Bornheim 
even banned male refugees from 
a swimming pool last week.

But Syrian refugees in Cologne 
held their own protest against 
sexual violence last Saturday. 

It was followed by a flash mob 
by anti-racists.

One victim of the attacks, US 
student Caitlin Duncan, revealed 
last week that a group of Syrian 
men had defended her. 

They formed a protective 
cordon between her and the men 
trying to attack her.

Anti-racist demonstration in Stuttgart  

Protesting at St Pancras    Picture: Guy Smallman

Refugees on Lesvos                                    Picture Guy Smallman

www.standuptoracism.org.uk

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DON’T LET CAMERON’S 
RACIST BILE DIVIDE US

 D
AVID Cameron’s 
discriminatory attacks 
on Muslim women this 
week (see page 8) have 
come under fire. Even 

former Tory chair Baroness Warsi 
called his plan to target those 
who don’t learn English “lazy” 
anti-Muslim “stereotyping”.

Cameron is on a mission to 
entrench racism, particularly 
against Muslims and migrants. He 
wants to divide resistance and 
justify repression.

But the reaction against 
him underlined how, despite 
scaremongering about “self-
segregation”, people aren’t so 
easily divided.

Muslims and non-Muslims often 
live and work side by side.

It is also a testament to the 
gains made by decades of united 
struggle against racism. 

Most recently the wave of 
support for refugees has dented 
politicians’ anti-immigration 
consensus. 

Cameron understands this—
and is determined to roll it back.

That’s why, when declaring 
support for restrictions on 
headscarves and veils, he 
distanced himself from “the more 
French sort of approach” of 

an all-out ban. He knows many 
people rightly regard with horror 
the deepening Islamophobia in 
France—and the fascist Front 
National it feeds.

Instead he said he would back 
schools, hospitals, courts or other 
institutions that ban the garments.

Coverage focused on 
Cameron’s claim that the full face 
veil worn by a small minority 
could thwart identity checks. 

Yet women in veils already have 
to lift them for identity checks.

The new measures include the 
hundreds of thousands who wear 
a headscarf. 

Cameron said he would “always 
come down on the side of” 
schools that decided headscarves 

are non-uniform.
This is exactly how the ban 

started in France. Several schools 
began to exclude female students 
in the headscarf in 1989, to assert 
their interpretation of secularism.

At first this was very 
controversial—and found to have 
no basis in law. But the Labour-
type Socialist Party government 
declared that schools could 
decide on a case by case basis.

From then on the rights of 
Muslims were up for debate. New 
decrees made bans the default for 
schools, not the exception. 

A total ban in 2003 opened 
the door to over a decade of 
tightening restrictions.

These bans are not about 
liberating Muslim women.

They exclude more women 
from school and college, or lock 
them out of jobs. 

This, not “Muslim culture”, 
traps many in isolation. 

And stigmatising veils and 
headscarves makes Muslim 
women a prime target for racist 
attacks.

It is urgent that we build a 
mass movement to stop him. That 
starts with making the anti-racist 
demonstrations on Saturday  
19 March bigger than ever before.

NO TO A BOSSES’ EUROPE
 EUROPEAN Union (EU) 

leaders are backing David 
Cameron’s clampdown on 

migrants claiming benefits.
He promised a referendum on 

Britain’s membership of the EU to 
appease the Tory right. 

Now he’s trying to negotiate 
a deal that would allow him to 
campaign for Britain to remain—
as most top bosses want.  

Five other EU countries 
are looking to adopt similar 
immigration measures to 
Cameron.

The bosses’ Financial Times 
newspaper said that the fascist 
Front National “has held Mr 
Cameron up as a role model for 
their Eurosceptic anti-immigration 
agenda”.

Some commentators argue 
that politicians are appeasing the 
populist right—but that’s not the 
only reason.

“Fortress Europe” shuts out 
refugees fleeing poverty and the 
West’s wars. Now Europe’s rulers 
are trying to crack down on 
immigration within the EU. 

German chancellor Angela 
Merkel floated revisiting the 
“definition of a worker” to 
restrict migrants claiming benefits. 

Her Labour-type SPD coalition 
partners also support tougher 
rules. 

The EU is not a guarantor 
of migrants’ rights and the Yes 
campaign will not be anti-racist.

A No vote in the referendum 
would cause a political crisis for 
Cameron. We should campaign 
against the EU on a socialist, anti-
racist and internationalist basis. 

Headscarf bans 
exclude women 
from school and 
college, and lock 
them out of jobs

‘‘ 

International  
Socialism Journal
Issue 149 out now
Includes: 
Mark L Thomas on Labour 
under Jeremy Corbyn

Anne Alexander on ISIS and the 
war in Syria

Jane Hardy on Keynesian 
economics

Go to isj.org.uk or call 020 7840 5640 

£5
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‘The atmosphere on the picket line has been great,’ one striker said   Picture: Bridget Parsons

Singing Small Heath pickets 
defend their school and rep
by SADIE ROBINSON

TEACHERS AT Small Heath 
school in Birmingham 
began a three-day strike on 
Tuesday to stop it becom-
ing an academy.

The NUT union members 
plan weekly three-day strikes 
against these plans.

They are also furious at 
bosses’ suspension of their 
union rep, Simon O’Hara.

Up to 60 strikers and sup-
porters joined the picket lines 
with banners, flags and “lots 
of singing going on”.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “The atmosphere 
on the picket line has been 
great. I hope management 
get the message.

“Academies don’t just 
shake a magic wand and 
improve schools—it’s often 
the opposite. 

“They turn schools into 
businesses and children into 
robots.”

Action
NASUWT union members at 
the school were set to join the 
action on Wednesday. ATL 
union members could join 
the strikes next week.

One striker said, “Non-
striking staff came to the 
picket lines with signs saying, 
‘Just practising’ because 
they are joining us on strike 
tomorrow.”

Simon’s suspension ear-
lier this month has made 
workers more determined 

to fight. One striker said, “It 
shows the bosses’ level of 
arrogance. They thought tar-
geting Simon would make us 
nervous—it’s insulting. They 
underestimated how strong 
the feeling is among us.

“It’s a nuclear strategy. 
They aren’t looking for reso-
lutions, they just 
hope we will 
crack. But their 
miscalcu-
lat ion 
h a s 

completely imploded on 
them.”

Another worker said, 
“Simon is a great teacher and 

has so much sup-
port in the school 
and outside. The 
children are 

missing him. 

“Hundreds of parents have 
been among those signing 
petitions.

“An injury to him is an 
injury to us all.”

Strikers were pleased to 
see NUT deputy general sec-
retary Kevin Courtney joining 
their picket lines. They said it 
showed the union’s full sup-
port for their fight against 
academies and for Simon.

Lying
Workers had organised a 
parents’ meeting on the first 
strike day to explain their 
case. They are angry at man-
agement for lying to parents 
about the dispute.

One teacher said, “They’ve 
told horrible lies to parents. 
They sent parents a letter 
saying that the unions won’t 
talk to them.

“But we have said we 
want to get conciliation ser-
vice Acas involved since 
September. It took five 
strikes to get them to request 
discussions.”

All three unions staged 
five days of strikes before this 
week’s walkout. This action 
held back a planned consul-
tation on academy status.

One striker said this 
“minor victory” showed that 
strikes get results. They 
added, “We are determined 
to keep fighting.”

Send messages of support to 
banut@btclick.com 
Sign the petition to demand 
Simon’s reinstatement at 
chn.ge/1PnBgs1

Rocked by witch hunt
SMALL HEATH school 
is currently run by an 
Interim Executive Board. 

It was investigated 
during the Trojan 
Horse scandal in 2014, 
where a hoax letter 
claimed Muslims were 
trying to take over 
Birmingham schools.

The Ofsted schools 
inspectorate rated Small 
Heath “outstanding” in 
the wake of the scandal 
in June 2014. It said 
the school’s leadership 

and management were 
“outstanding” and 
criticised the council 
for not doing “enough 
to help the school share 
its good practice”.

Yet in January 2015 
the school was put into 
special measures. 

Unions say they have 
seen a letter written by 
Birmingham council’s 
director of education 
Sally Taylor detailing 
plans to convert it 
to an academy.

Simon (right) on the picket line  Picture: Dave Gilchrist
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Has Turkish regime 
overplayed its hand?
NOW PRESIDENT, Recep Tayyip Erdogan has dominated 
Turkish politics since his Justice and Development Party 
(AKP) first won parliamentary elections in 2002.

As prime minister he humbled the military, long masters 
of the Turkish state. Hundreds of generals were jailed.

Erdogan also took decisive steps to end the war Turkey’s 
army had waged with the nationalist guerrillas of the 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) for decades. He changed the 
law to recognise the Kurdish minority’s right to use its own 
language and initiated peace talks with jailed PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan.

But over the past year Erdogan has performed a U-turn. 
The army has been deployed in Kurdish areas and the 
ceasefire with the PKK has collapsed.

Street fighting between young Kurdish activists and 
security forces in Diyarbakir and two other cities in Turkish 
Kurdistan has cost hundreds of lives. Turkish academics 
involved in a peace petition were arrested last week, and 
others threatened with sacking or worse.

So Erdogan seems to be returning to the war against the 
Kurds waged by the generals he displaced. This seems to be 
true on other fronts as well.

Traditionally the Turkish military collaborated with Israel. 
Relations deteriorated under Erdogan.

He has regularly denounced terror against the Palestinians 
and responded angrily to Israel’s attack in 2010 on Turkish 
ships going to the aid of Gaza. In September 2011 the Israeli 
ambassador to Turkey was expelled.

But in December 2015 talks were announced between 
Turkey and Israel to “normalise” relations.

How do we explain this reversal? Many on the Turkish 
left, echoed by their counterparts elsewhere, argue that 
Erdogan is an extreme reactionary, even a fascist. This goes 
along with a tendency to lump in all the different varieties of 
political Islam with the sectarian and counter-revolutionary 
politics of Isis. Erdogan is also accused of backing Isis.

This analysis is mistaken. Erdogan is in many ways quite a 
conventional bourgeois politician.

The social base of the AKP is provided by the new 
capitalists, highly successful in exports, who have emerged 
in Anatolia in the past generation.

Marginalised
They tend to be relatively pious Muslims and have 
traditionally been marginalised. A secularist oligarchy 
centred on Istanbul has dominated the Turkish state since 
Kemal Ataturk created it in the 1920s. Erdogan has used his 
electoral base to break open the Turkish establishment and 
create a political space for these new capitalists.

Economically Erdogan’s policies have been broadly 
neoliberal. But he has also pursued an expansionist regional 
policy. In particular, he has sought to fill the power vacuum 
caused by the implosion of the Arab world after the 
revolutions of 2011.

This led him to back the ill-fated Muslim Brotherhood 
government in Egypt in 2011-12. He has also sought to 
overthrow the dictator Bashar al-Assad in Syria. This meant 
backing diverse jihadi groups and casting a blind eye at the 
crystallisation of Isis’s territorial base in eastern Syria.

Now Erdogan is facing diverse forms of blowback. The 
threat to the Syrian regime prompted Russia to intervene in 
the war to prop it up, raising the geopolitical stakes in the 
region.

Worse still from Erdogan’s point of view, Assad 
abandoned areas bordering on Turkey, allowing the PKK’s 
Syrian affiliate to seize control. With US help it’s been able to 
defend this enclave against Isis.

This is the key to Erdogan’s U-turn. It’s one thing to talk to 
Ocalan about autonomy for Kurdish areas within the Turkish 
state. It’s quite another to deal with a PKK that has its own 
territorial base outside Turkey.

Add to that the fact that the PKK-aligned People’s 
Democratic Party won 13 percent in June’s elections, 
depriving the AKP of a parliamentary majority. This is the 
context of the renewed war against the Kurds.

Fears of political instability allowed the AKP to regain its 
majority in repeat elections in November. But Erdogan may 
be overplaying his hand. His increasingly authoritarian turn 
may provoke a backlash that extends far beyond the Kurds.
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 Are we heading for yet another  
 slump in the global economy?
OVER £4 trillion was wiped 
off the value of the world’s 
stocks and shares in the first 
two weeks of 2016. The price 
of oil fell below $30 a barrel on 
Monday of this week.

Commentators predict 
another sharp slump downwards 
for the world economy.  

Politicians and bosses claim 
that all will be well—as long as 
workers and the poor accept 
round after round of attacks. 

They want more wage curbs, 
job losses and less money for 
public services.

Socialist Worker looks at 
what lies behind the latest 
crisis.

DOES THE tumble on the 
Chinese stock market matter?
The Shanghai Stock Exchange 
briefly plunged by more than 
20 percent last week, sending 
shockwaves through global 
financial markets. 

In the US stocks fell by  
10 percent—what top bosses 
euphemistically call a “correction”. 

World markets are nose-diving 
because investors are selling up, 
worried that China’s problems will 
engulf the global economy. 

The RBS bank argued that 
“China has set off a major 
correction and it is going to 
snowball”. 

The stock market tumbling 
won’t by itself cause a global 
slump. Prices of shares carry little 
resemblance to bosses’ profits. 

Shares are essentially bits of 
paper that give shareholders a 
claim on profits produced in the 
“real economy”. 

Bosses use stock markets to 
raise funds for investment. In 
return shareholders get dividends. 

If stocks lose value, money is 
transferred from the shareholder 
to the firm—but real capital isn’t 
destroyed.  

Injection
This massive injection of money by 
governments to banks have been 
used to fuel a stock market boom. 
Now this is unravelling.

This is a symptom of a much 
deeper crisis of profitability.  

As Financial Times newspaper 
columnist Martin Wolf argued, 
the “investment-driven model is 
disappearing”. 

During the 2008 crisis, China 
pumped £2.1 trillion into its 
economy, firing a debt-driven 
boom.  This fuelled a serious 
problem of “over accumulation” 
of capital. Some 47 percent of 
Chinese GDP is being invested, but 
returning just four percent growth. 

That’s pulling other “emerging 
market” economies, such as Brazil, 
India and South Africa, into 
recession. 

WHY HAS the oil price 
collapsed? 
In the summer of 2014 the price of 
a barrel of oil was over $100. Now 
it is below $30. 

New sources, such as US shale 
oil from fracking, have increased 
global production of oil. 

Other producers, particularly 

Saudi Arabia, have not cut back to 
keep prices more stable. 

Saudi Arabia hopes to drive the 
new US producers out of business 
by pushing the price of oil below 
their production cost. 

But Financial Times blogger 
Stephen King wrote, “Falling 
oil prices are less about shale 

production or the Machiavellian 
machinations of oil ministers and 
more about persistently weaker-
than-expected global growth”.

Oil prices are falling because 
capitalists are not investing or 
producing and don’t need raw 
materials such as oil.

Last week a study by energy 

consultant Wood Mackenzie 
showed that big oil firms have 
shelved nearly £279 billion of 
spending on 68 new oil and gas 
projects. Firms want to protect 
their profits. 

Less investment in new oil 
fields is essential to protect the 
environment. 

Yet it is only a short-term 
solution for the bosses. In the 
longer-term it undermines the 
energy giants’ profits, and some 
will go bust.

ARE WE heading for a new 
crisis? 
Nearly a decade since the “credit 
crunch” in 2007 the global 
economy is mired in depression. 
The same problem that caused 
that crisis lies behind the weak 
recovery—a long term “crisis of 
profitability”.

Capitalists are locked into 
competition with one another, 
which forces them to continually 
invest in more efficient ways of 
producing things.

Technologies
This means firms plough more 
money into new technologies than 
into workers.

But the source of profit is 
labour, not technology. 

Individual firms can boost 
profits through investment but 
competition drags down the 
overall “rate of profit”. 

This can lead to a “crisis of over 
accumulation” of capital, as we see 
in China today. 

To get around this capitalists try 
and squeeze more out of us—that’s 
what austerity is really about. 

But for capitalism to begin 
booming again the unprofitable 
bits of capital and debt will have to 
be cleaned out through large scale 
bankruptcies. 

This hasn’t happened. Instead 
governments bailed out the banks 
fearing their bankruptcy could 
drag the world economy under. 

Bankers’ newspaper City AM 
argues that an army of “zombie” 
firms “addicted to near-zero 
interest rates” is choking the 
British economy. 

Investment is based on profits, 
but because profitability remains 
below 1990s levels firms aren’t 
investing. On top of that the US 
Federal Reserve is looking to raise 
interest rates to put the brakes on 
a new credit bubble. But this could 
choke off growth in the West and 
fuel recession elsewhere. 

Even if a new global slump 
is avoided this year, systemic 
problems mean it is not far off.

INVESTORS LOOKING at computers showing stock market information in Shanghai 

More online
Britain’s economy on the slide— 
sell everything bit.ly/1NfVLFu

IS THE crisis just about oil? 
A collapse in other commodity 
prices is further evidence that the 
oil price fall reflects stagnant or 
shrinking economies.

The price of metals such as 
nickel, zinc and copper have all 
slumped dramatically recently.

As prices collapse, big firms 
make workers pay. British steel 
workers are sent to the scrapheap. 
Mining giant Anglo-American 
plans to sell or shut 60 percent of 
its mines.We are seeing the end 
of what became known as the 
“commodities super-cycle”. 

This was when the price of raw 

materials rose consistently for 
nearly 15 years from the turn of 
the century, reflecting booming 
demand from China and other 
countries.  

Now this “boom” is over. 
Overblown rhetoric about a 

surge in Africa has now stopped. 
Rick Rowden was a senior 

policy analyst for ActionAid. 
He wrote, “Nigeria and South 

Africa, which together account for 
55 percent of the 48 sub-Saharan 
African nations’ GDP, have both 
been particularly hard hit by 
falling mineral and oil prices.”

He said the fall in prices has 

hit other oil producers, such as 
Angola and Ghana, while Zambia 
has suffered as copper prices are 
at a six-year low.

Capitalism fails, and we all pay 
the price—but particularly those 
in the global south. 

Big business doesn’t even pass 
on the price falls. Wholesale gas 
and electricity prices have fallen 
up to 40 percent in a year. 

But only one of the big six 
providers cut bills ahead of this 
winter—and that was by just five 
percent. 

The energy fat cats are 
grabbing more profits. 
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 Women say  
 language  
 test plan is
 Tory racism
Hypocrite Cameron’s proposals are 
‘patronising’ and ‘offensive’, Muslim 
women told Tomáš Tengely-Evans

DAVID CAMERON said Britain 
needs to be “more assertive 
about our liberal values”—by 
threatening to deport migrants  
on a spouse visa unless they 
pass an English test. 

He singled out Muslim women.
Writing in The Times newspaper 
Cameron claimed that “some of 
these people come from quite 
patriarchal societies where the 
menfolk haven’t wanted them to 
learn English”.

Muserat from Leeds told Socialist 
Worker, “David Cameron is one of 
the most patronising people I’ve 
heard. He always says Muslim 
women ‘need to be emancipated.’ 

“But it’s deeply offensive when he 
says we’re segregated or need to be 
‘freed’.”

The Tories are opportunistically 
using sexual assaults in Cologne, 
Germany, earlier this month to 
paint their Islamophobic assault as 
standing up for women’s rights.

But sexism is not rooted in a par-
ticular culture—and racism will 
only reinforce oppression. 

Attacks
Research by the Islamophobia 
watchdog Tell Mama shows that 
60 percent of recent Islamophobic 
attacks have been on women. 

Muserat said, “When Britain 
raids another country such as 
Afghanistan to Syria, it’s difficult 
for them to give their reasons.

“They give a spin that it’s about 
women’s oppression.” 

They are spearheading this 
assault with the Prevent strategy.   
It legally forces public sector work-
ers to spy on people for signs of 
“radicalisation”. 

Tayyabah organised a 100-strong 
meeting against Prevent in Waltham 
Forest, east London, in December. 

She said, “Cameron’s attacks are 
all part of pushing the same agenda. 
He’s using phrases such as counter 
terrorism and extremism”. 

Imam Suliman Gani from south 
London argued, “Prevent affects all 
Muslims—everyone is under scru-
tiny and anything can be seen as 

a sign of radicalisation. There’s no 
definition of what ‘radicalisation’ or 
‘extremism’ are.

“If someone grew a beard that 
could be a sign of radicalisation.”

He added, “We want to live in a 
country where we’re free to practise 
our religious beliefs without being 
targeted.

“It’s our democratic right to have 
an opinion on something.”

These attacks are fuelling resist-
ance, but there’s also a debate 
among Muslims about how to deal 
with Prevent.

Suliman explained that some 
mosques are going along with 
Prevent. He said, “They argue that 
we need to be proactive in showing 
we’re not extremist. 

“That way you still get funding 
from the local authority. But they 
don’t look at the broader picture.” 

“Mosques need to work together 
and build alliances with organisa-
tions such as Stand Up to Racism.”

Tayyabah said, “When you have 
organisations such as the NUT 
and NUS unions also campaigning 
against it there has to be a legiti-
mate reason.

“It’s important that we challenge 
these policies.” 

On other pages...
Police ‘gave heads up’ to abuser in 
Rotherham, court told>>Page 17

BACK STORY
The Tories are using the 
Islamophobic Prevent strategy 
to target Muslims
lIt means public sector workers 
have to report anyone suspected 
of “radicalisation” to police
lThe Tories also want mosques 
to get involved in spying on 
people
lCameron has said some 
migrants could be deported if 
they don’t speak English
lMuslims and anti-racists are 
organising against the attacks 

 Jail threat sparks pro-choice protests 
by SADIE ROBINSON

PRO-CHOICE ACTIVISTS have 
taken to the streets against a 
decision to prosecute a woman 
for trying to bring about an 
abortion.

The 21 year old woman 
appeared at Belfast Magistrates 
Court on Monday of last week. 

She faces charges of 
unlawfully taking poisonous 
substances and of supplying or 
procuring a poison, knowing 
that it would be used to induce 
a miscarriage. The woman could 
be jailed for life if found guilty.

Protesters gathered outside 

the Northern Irish office in 
London on Friday of last week. 

More protested in Belfast, 
Dublin, Galway and Cork.

Lindsay Stronge helped 
organise the London protest. 

She said of the woman 
facing prosecution, “She’s not a 
criminal, she’s been failed by the 
state. 

“We are out across four cities 
tonight standing with that 
woman.”

An Alliance for Choice 
spokesperson said, “This is a 
clear class issue, only those 
without the money to travel are 
going to risk causing an illegal 
abortion.”

Lawrence cop could get off
A TOP cop accused 
of covering up police 
spying on the family 
of murdered black 
teenager Stephen 
Lawrence could dodge 
disciplinary action if 
he retires.

Commander 
Richard Walton is 
accused of plotting 
to spy on Stephen’s 
family after his 
murder by racists in 
1993.

The Independent 

Police Complaints 
Commission 
concluded last week 
that Walton had a 
case to answer.

But Walton 
could dodge any 
disciplinary action as 
he was set to retire 
on Wednesday of this 
week.

It is alleged that 
Walton was involved 
in spying on the 
Lawrence family, 
which was carried out 

by an undercover unit  
of the Metropolitan 
Police.

Walton had worked 
on Scotland Yard’s 
Lawrence review 
team. 

The team was 
responsible for the 
cops’ submissions 
to the Macpherson 
inquiry. 

This was set up to 
review police conduct 
during the murder 
investigation.

MUSLIM WOMEN have spoken out against Cameron’s racism Picture: Guy Smallman

The protest in London

INTERNATIONAL
Stories on the web this week
lFrench court jails trade 
unionists as government steps 
up repression 
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/41994/F
lGreek lawyers stage indefinite 
strike against pension cuts 
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/41998/G
lSecurity forces arrest Egyptian 
socialist 
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/42000/S

Go to socialistworker.co.uk 
for regular updates
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Letwin a bigot 
—who knew?
WHY WOULD we need 
historic documents to 
know Margaret Thatcher 
and her cronies were 
racist bigots? (Socialist 
Worker, 9 January)

Ask anyone who lived 
in Britain or Ireland in 
the 1980s.

Seamus Monday
on Facebook

Sadly not free 
movement
THE TORIES have hiked 
up the already high 
fees for applying for 
immigration visas—some 
more than others.

The fee for big firms 
sponsoring workers is 
untouched. Yet for an 
ordinary family who want 
to bring their child to 
Britain there is a massive 
25 percent increase. 

Some of the fees now 
are prohibitive. It shows 
what part of immigration 
the Tories want to attack.

Adam Cochrane
Harlow, Essex

Let’s get rid  
of capitalism
MAYBE SOCIALISM is 
such a struggle because 
when we try to create it, 
we retain so much of the 
capitalist infrastructure. 

We need to focus on 
completely changing that 
infrastructure.

Alan Creswell-Laing
Manchester

A paper for 
our struggles
THE DAILY capitalist 
press does not represent 
the truth but distorts and 
deforms it.

Socialist Worker is 
to be commended for 
reporting real news that 
affects our real lives. It 
then offers an analysis 
and guide to action. 

I urge all readers to 
send donations to keep 
it at the heart of our 
struggles.

Elijah Traven
Hull

Fight the Tory 
landlords’ bill
I WAS shocked to see 
MPs vote against an 
amendment to the 
Housing Bill saying 
homes must be “fit for 
human habitation”.

But it made sense— 
73 of those MPs were 
landlords. The Tories 
want us to live in slums. 
They must be stopped.

Mhairi Craig
Fife

Just a 
thought...

We backed strike—why didn’t Labour?
IT WAS revealed last week 
that the shadow cabinet 
had agreed not to back the 
junior doctors’ strike. 

Good on shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
for showing support 
anyway at the picket line.

But what happened to 
his promise that Labour 
would now “automatically” 
support all strikes?

This is the problem when 
you compromise with the 
right wing.

Stuart Curlett
Brighton

lTHE JUNIOR doctors’ 
strike was extremely 

popular. It shows the 
potential across the whole 
working class. 

After visiting the strike I 
took some “I support the 
Junior Doctors stickers” to 
the call centre where I 
work. By the end of lunch 

everyone had one.
It rubbishes the 

arguments by some union 
leaders that they can’t call 
action because it won’t be 
well supported.

Tim Knight-Hughes
Norwich

Stand with 
refugees
THE DANISH government’s 
decision to search refugees 
and seize assets including 
jewellery is disgusting.

The justice minister’s 
assurance that it will only 
be used to search 
“hypothetical asylum 
seekers with a case full of 
diamonds” seems suspect.

I have no doubt that the 
government can afford to 
give these people shelter 
and safety without making 
them foot the bill.

It adds to racist  
anti-immigrant rhetoric 
that the Danish government 
is already perpetuating.

It is a violation of human 
rights, and another 
example of capitalism 
dictating what constitutes 
“comfortable living”. It 
should be met with protests 
on the streets.

Gabby Thorpe
West London

lFRENCH magazine 
Charlie Hebdo marked the 
first anniversary of the 
terrorist attack on its offices 
with a racist cartoon.

Aylan Kurdi was the 
three-year-old Kurdish boy 
who drowned in September 
trying to escape the Syrian 
war. The photographs of 
his body shocked the world 
and prompted greater 
sympathy toward refugees.

The cartoon imagines 
what Aylan might have 
grown up to be had he 
survived. They see him as a 
teenager molesting women.

It’s defenders will argue 
Charlie Hebdo is a satirical 
magazine. But to ridicule 
the weakest in society and 
to peddle racist stereotypes 
isn’t satire—it’s oppression.    

Charlie Hebdo is racist 
filth justified under the 
banner of “free speech”.

Sasha Simic
East London

Racist Prevent strategy 
spreads toxic divisions
PUBLIC SECTOR workers 
should not be pawns in the 
Prevent spying game.

How is a teacher 
supposed to maintain trust 
within the classroom if  
pupils think they are a 
grass? The same could be 
said for mentors, support 
workers, social workers, 
probation officers and 
solicitors.

It is a government ploy 
to spread mistrust and to 
divide and rule by racially 
abusing minority groups.

Prevent is only interested 
in identifying radicalisation 

so the government can use 
it to justify warmongering.

You can be radical about 
absolutely anything. It’s 
racist to think terrorism is 
confined to Muslims. Yet 
the government and the 
BBC propaganda machine 
suggest this every day. 

Any public sector worker 
willing to cross that divide 
will be treading on thin ice.

This racist government 
has shown its true colours. 

No one should let 
themselves be drawn in.

Subyatee Bertram
on Facebook

Learn solidarity from secret  
struggle of London Recruits
IT WAS great to read the article 
about the London Recruits, the 
British activists who fought 
apartheid in South Africa (Socialist 
Worker, 9 January).

The need to fight against racism 
continues, which makes the stories 
of the Recruits important today, 
both in the book.

I went to South Africa 
“undercover” in 1973 with a 
comrade, as part of the same 
secret network. I was a member of 
the International Socialists—later 
to become the Socialist Workers 
Party—and had just started 
teaching in further education. 

John, a Labour Party member, 
and I were both activists in local 
housing campaigns in London. We 

were recruited to smuggle into 
South Africa a text in Xhosa. We 
then had to duplicate maybe 2,000 
copies and to drop these off in 
addressed envelopes into post 
boxes across Johannesburg. 

Simple enough maybe. But we 
had to obtain an old Gestetner 
printing machine, typewriter etc. 

Leaving no finger prints, we had 
to assemble all this silently in the 
hotel room. Later we had to dump 
all the gear in the nearest river 
outside the city—and all without 
attracting attention.

Secrecy was a priority due to the 
South African spies in Britain who 
could use any information to 
target activists in South Africa.

The secrecy worked so well even 

Ken Keable, editor of the book, 
didn’t know about our “excursion” 
until after the book came out.

I shared an office with Mary 
Chamberlain, a friend and 
colleague for ten years, without 
either of us knowing we had both 
been recruits.

The story of the London Recruits 
is a wonderful example of 
international solidarity. Socialist 
Worker readers should know about  
it and later in the year arrange 
viewings of the forthcoming film.

However it is important to 
remember that it was the struggle 
of black workers in South Africa 
that ultimately defeated apartheid.

Joy Leman
Chenon, France

McDonnell went to doctors’ picket line—but didn’t bring his party

Just a 
thought...
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 SIX DEADLY
 NUCLEAR MYTHS... 
AND HOW TO
 DEFUSE THEM

T
HE GOVERNMENT plans 
to put the renewal of 
Britain’s Trident nuclear 
submarine programme 
to the vote later this 
year. It wants to spend 

more than £160 billion on four 
Scottish-based submarines whose 
only purpose is to threaten the 
whole of humanity.

Each of their 160 warheads has 
eight times the explosive power of the 
bomb that destroyed the Japanese 
city of Hiroshima in 1945. That bomb 
vaporised human flesh within a half 
mile radius, and fatally burned thou-
sands miles from the epicentre.

Getting rid of these abominations 
should be common sense. Yet Labour 
is deeply divided over the issue.

Leader Jeremy Corbyn wants 
to scrap the scheme and spend the 
money on improving the lives of 
working people. He has ordered a 
review into his party’s policy and 
would like Labour members to have 
the final say on it.

But the Labour right, not content 
with helping the Tories win a vote 
to bomb Syria, are desperate to stop 
any such move. They are determined 
that Labour stay a party that defends 
Britain’s “national interests” and is 
always ready for war—including 
nuclear war.

These warmongers regularly trot 
out the same excuses for the bomb. 
Socialist Worker shows how they can 
be defused.

1
THEY WILL 
NEVER BE 
USED
THEY SAY atomic weapons are a 
deterrent, never to be used. But 
politicians and generals had them 
dropped on Japan almost as soon 
as they were available in 1945.

And they have planned for 
small and large scale nuclear wars 
ever since. US bombers practised 
bombing runs against North 
Korea with live nuclear 
bombs in the early 1950s.

President Eisenhower 
also threatened China with 
nuclear bombs, saying, “I 
see no reason why they 
shouldn’t be used just 
exactly as you would use 
a bullet or anything else.”

The threat of a nuclear 
war between the 
US and the Soviet 

Union escalated in the 1960s.
The Soviet Union put medium 

range nuclear missiles on Cuba, 
from where they could reach 
the US West Coast within 
minutes. The US had placed 
similar missiles in Turkey.

Fear spread across the globe 
as it became clear that the 
launch trigger for a war could 
be an electronic early warning 
signal issued by a computer.

Such a signal could be a false 
alarm, including misidentifying 
large flocks of flying geese as 
an incoming missile attack.

Generals now discussed a 
“first strike” policy. Rather than 
risk missiles being destroyed 
before hitting their targets, they 
prepared to hit first and discussed 
ways to “win” a nuclear war.

To these ends, the US first 
put nuclear bomber planes on 
permanent flight. By the 1980s, 
following a near disastrous 
crash, both Nato and the Eastern 
Bloc began siting short range 
missiles across Europe.

US president Ronald Reagan 
even talked of a “limited 
nuclear war” in Germany.

After the fall of the Soviet 
Union these dangers began to 
feel like ancient history. But 
tensions between superpowers 

are rising again.
Nato ally Turkey 

shot down a Russian 
jet bombing Syria last 
November. There are 
regular standoffs between 
the US, its allies and 
China over control of 

the South China Sea.
The only way to make 

sure nuclear bombs 
are never fired is to 
get rid of them.

2
YOU CAN’T 
UNINVENT 
THEM AND NO 
ONE HAS GIVEN 
THEM UP
MOST COUNTRIES do not have 
nuclear weapons and many states 
have decided to give them up, or 
abandon plans to acquire them.

These countries include Algeria, 
Argentina, Brazil, Iraq, South 
Africa, South Korea, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and Taiwan.

Many former Soviet states 
have also given up their nuclear 
weapons, including Belarus, 
Kazakhstan and Ukraine.

If Britain were to cancel the 
Trident upgrade and unilaterally 
renounce all atomic weapons 
it would put political 
pressure on other nuclear 
powers to do the same. 

It would make the world 
a much safer place. 

But our rulers are more 
concerned with status 
than real security.

Tony Blair said of Trident 
in his autobiography, “The 
expense is huge and the 
utility…non-existent in 
terms of military use.”

But he thought giving 
them up would be “too 
big a downgrading of our 
status as a nation”.

3
TRIDENT WILL 
PREVENT WAR 
AND ATTACKS
CAPITALISM GENERATES intense 
competition that flows over into 
competition between states. It 
means war and violence. The only 
genuine barrier to war is an end to 
the system that produces it. 

Supporters of Trident, 
and nuclear weapons more 
generally, say that having 
atomic weapons deters wars. 

In fact they encourage the idea 
of military solutions to political 
questions and therefore more 
wars such as the ones in Iraq. 

Britain has had 
nuclear-armed submarines 
on patrol since the 1960s. 

During that time warheads 
were primed and could be 
launched within minutes.

Yet they did not deter wars. 
It is nonsense to suppose 

that Isis gunmen could be 
prevented from launching an 
attack in Britain because the 
state has nuclear weapons. 

In fact, the “prestige” of attacking 
heavily armed states is part of what 
provides the group with its support. 

The more that Britain tries to 
posture as a “world power” the more 
it is a target for those who claim 
to be challenging great empires.

4
TRIDENT 
PROTECTS US 
FROM NORTH 
KOREA
THE NORTH Korean dictatorship 
started 2016 with a claim to 
have tested a hydrogen bomb. If 
true—which many have disputed—
this is a new and frightening 
development.

Powerful hydrogen bombs 
can be made small enough to 

fit into a short range missile 
and can kill many people.

The North Korean 
regime is not interested 
in targeting Britain. 

It is focused on its local rivals 
in South Korea and Japan.

The North Korean 
ruling class deliberately 
projects an image of war-
like unpredictability.

It hopes that by flaunting 
nuclear weapons its heavily 
armed neighbours will 
be scared to destabilise 
its dictatorship.

Britain, by always seeking to 
be near the head of a nuclear-
armed club, encourages the 

notion that atomic weapons are a 
crucial guarantee of independence.

Its efforts have also spurred 
on other powers to break 
international law to develop 
nuclear weapons programmes. 

These nations include 
India, Israel and Pakistan.

Renewing Trident makes 
the whole world, including 
Britain, less safe.

5
LABOUR 
CAN’T GET 
ELECTED IF IT’S 
ANTI-NUCLEAR
THE LABOUR right says opposing 
nuclear weapons is unpopular 
and that if the party stands 
against Trident it will lose the next 
election. 

They insist that wanting 
disarmament is why Labour 
lost during the 1980s.

But Labour didn’t fail because 
it was against the bomb.

Millions of people in Britain 
opposed nuclear weapons 
during the Thatcher years. 

Some 61 percent of public were 
against the plans to site US Cruise 
missiles in Britain in 1983.

The tragedy was that the 
Labour leadership was divided 
over the issue and could not 
turn public opinion into votes.

Labour leader Neil Kinnock 
abandoned his lifelong anti-nuclear 
stance after the 1987 election defeat 
and soon the party was anxious 
to be seen as pro-deterrent. 

This didn’t stop them from 
losing again in 1992.

Labour was elected in 1964 when 
it had party policy against the bomb. 

By 1997 far more people 
agreed with the statement “Britain 
should have nothing to do with 
nuclear weapons”, according 
to the British Election Study.

Opposition to nuclear weapons 
remains popular today. 

It could be a vote winner rather 
than a vote loser, emphasising 
that Labour wants change.

Over the last ten years, several 
polls have showed majority 
support for scrapping Trident. 

Almost twice as many people in 
Scotland are opposed to renewing 
Trident as in the rest of Britain.

That’s partly because the 
Scottish National Party has made 
campaigning against nuclear 
weapons key to its election strategy 
and forced the other parties into 
an argument over the issue. 

As a result Scottish Labour 
last year reversed its support 
for Trident renewal.

Even people who are pro-
Trident can be won over. 

If you mention the £167 billion 
cost of replacing Trident, people 
are almost always against it.

And when given the choice 
between spending on nuclear 
weapons or health and education, 
most people choose public 
services over missiles.

6
NOT RENEWING 
TRIDENT WILL 
COST JOBS
UNION LEADERS, such as Sir 
Paul Kenny of the GMB and Len 
McCluskey of Unite, say that 
we must continue with Trident, 
despite questions of cost and 
morality.

They say jobs are more 
important than both.

It is true that renewing 
Trident would create some 
employment in the construction 
and defence industries. 

But the number of jobs is 
tiny compared to those lost 
by diverting such a huge 
amount of public spending into 
weapons of mass destruction.

The costs of the new Trident 
programme keep on rising. 

Two years ago these costs 
were estimated at between 
£70-80 billion—enough to 
wipe out the debt of every PFI-
built hospital in Britain. That 
figure has since doubled.

Every penny spent on 
nuclear weapons could help 
create jobs elsewhere.

According to the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament, the 
government could use Trident 
savings to support a massive drive 
to renewable energy and create 
up to 30,000 highly skilled jobs.

Isn’t the prospect of generating 
some 50 percent of Britain’s energy 
supplies using offshore wind and 
wave power a better prospect 
than threatening to destroy the 
planet with nuclear war?

TRASH
TRIDENT

Former US president Reagan

CHILD VICTIM of US bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, in 1945

STOP 
TRIDENT 

DEMO
Saturday 27 February, 

12 noon
central London

lCalled by Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament www.cnduk.org



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

lFor more news and analysis as it 
happens

lReports and pictures from picket lines 
and protests from Britain ... and all over 
the world

There’s more on Socialist Worker online
socialistworker.co.uk

Socialist Worker (Britain)  @socialistworker   

lBritish economy on the slide: “Sell everything” 
says bank
lSpirit of US fast food strike movement comes 
to London
lRotherham trial hears police officer and 
councillor did deal with accused abuser
... and much more

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

MANCHESTER
Marxism and imperialism 
—why does capitalism 
create wars?
with Alex Callinicos
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
The Mechanics Institute 
103 Princess St, M1 6DD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Is Bernie Sanders the 
US Jeremy Corbyn?
Thu 28 Jan, 6pm, 
Belmont Filmhouse,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 28 Jan, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BOLTON
After Cop21—why 
capitalism can’t 
save the planet
Thu 11 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
A socialist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 27 Jan, 7pm, 
Equity Centre, Perkin House,
82 Grattan Rd, BD12LU
BRIGHTON
After Cop21—why 
capitalism can’t 
save the planet
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL: SOUTH
The European Union— 
do we stay in or get out?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Robin Hood,
56 St Michael’s Hill,
BS2 8DX
CAMBRIDGE
Marxism & Women’s 
Liberation
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St Paul’s, 
Hills Rd, CB2 1JP
CARDIFF
Why are there so few strikes?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
COVENTRY
The Prevent strategy— 
institutional Islamophobia
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DERBY
Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next to 
Britannia Mill), DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Reform or revolution?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
Capitalism vs the 
climate—how do we stop 
environmental disaster?
Wed 27 Jan, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St, DY8 1EP
EXETER
The floods, austerity and cuts
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Marxism and imperialism—
why does capitalism 
create wars?
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St, G42 7RA

HUDDERSFIELD
One year of Syriza in Greece
Wed 27 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade
(near both train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
IPSWICH
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St, IP1 1TF
LEEDS CITY CENTRE
How can France’s Nazi Front 
National be stopped?
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
How do we fight for 
LGBT+ liberation?
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove, W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Wed 27 Jan, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (facing 
Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
Marxism, imperialism and 
war in the Middle East
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
Theatro Technis,
26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT
LONDON: EALING
The Prevent strategy— 
institutional Islamophobia
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 Acton High St,
W3 6ND
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Isis, Imperialism and 
the war on Syria
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, 
N7 6QT

LONDON: KINGSTON
From the US to China— 
can Marx explain 
market instability?
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,  KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
How can France’s Nazi Front 
National be stopped?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
What is the united front?
Wed 27 Jan, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Podemos and the left 
in Spain—where next 
for the resistance?
Wed 27 Jan, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St,
E2 6HG

MANCHESTER : CITY CENTRE
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Food Factory,
884 Stockport Rd,
Levenshulme, 
M19 3BN
MEDWAY
How can France’s Nazi Front 
National be stopped?
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight for socialism
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Prospects for socialists
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
This Changes Everything—
capitalism vs the climate
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
PLYMOUTH
How do we beat austerity?
Thu 28 Jan, 7.00pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
How can France’s Nazi Front 
National be stopped?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St,
PO5 4EY
ROTHERHAM
How can France’s Nazi Front 
National be stopped?
Wed 27 Jan, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
A socialist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near the 
Crucible theatre), 
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Imperialism and war 
in the Middle East
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP

WIGAN
Will the trade unions 
ever fight back?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.00pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
 WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Can strikes defend the NHS?
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Royal Hotel,
Ablewell St,
 WS1 2EL
YORK
China’s crash and the 
world economy
Wed 27 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,  YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

LONDON
Kill the Tory Housing Bill, 
Secure Homes for all
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
Clapton Park United 
Reformed Church,
Round Chapel Old 
School Rooms,
Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
A Very Capitalist 
Condition—a history and 
politics of disability
Book launch with author 
Roddy Slorach.
Tue 26 Jan, 7pm,
Unite the Union, 
128 Theobalds Rd, 
WC1X 8TN.
To reserve a place email 
info@bookmarks.co.uk
DORCHESTER
The Floods,  Austerity 
and Cuts
Sat 6 Feb, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ 
Organised by Dorset Socialists
NATIONAL
Unite Against Fascism 
national conference
Sat 6 Feb, 9.30am, 
NUT HQ, Hamilton House,
Mableton Place,  
Central London,
WC1H 9BD.
UAF has been at the forefront 
of driving back fascism for 
over a decade, organising the 
broadest and most effective 
campaigns to defeat them.
This year’s conference 
discussions include 
tackling Islamophobia and 
antisemitism and building 
solidarity with refugees.
Supported by the NUT 
and CWU unions and 
Stand Up To Racism
uaf.org.uk 
Stop Trident—
march and rally
Sat 27 Feb, 12 noon,
central London meeting 
point, with march to 
Trafalgar Square.
Called by the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament.
cnduk.org
Marxism Festival 2016
Thu 30 June—Mon 4 July,
central London
A five day annual political 
festival hosted by the 
Socialist Workers Party
marxismfestival.org.uk
Stand up to racism 
and fascism demo 
Sat 19 Mar, 12pm, 
Trafalgar Square,
SW1Y 5AY

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 28 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

MANCHESTER: 
CHORLTON
Wed 27 Jan, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
Meeting Room,
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF

The Holocaust—lessons   
for fighting fascism now

Jews segregated under Nazi rule

Socialist Worker  23 January 2016
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A Guantanamo guard’s view from inside Camp X-Ray
FILM
CAMP X-RAY
Directed by Peter Settler  
IFC Films 
Out now 

DIRECTOR PETER Settler’s 
film Camp X-Ray stars 
Kristen Stewart as US 
army private Amy Cole 
and Peyman Moaadi as 
Guantanamo Bay  
detainee Ali. 

The early scenes suggest 
an intense look at the 
War on Terror, but the 
film becomes something 
much gentler. According 
to Settler, “My approach 
was not to try and find a 

political solution. I was 
really interested in what is 
the human experience of 
the people on both sides.”

If most of the prisoners 
weren’t wild-eyed, 
bearded caricatures when 
they were captured, they 
certainly are by the time 
of the movie. As indeed 
are most of the guards.

“We have two 
characters, then just 
outside of them we have 
one soldier that is overtly 
a bad guy, and another 
detainee that is overtly a 
bad guy,” he explained. 

“They represent forces 
that push and pull on the 
characters in the middle.”

This balance is in fact 
a weakness. And in truth, 
the movie is done from the 
good guard’s point of view.

But Settler pointed 
out, “I’m a white, male 

American. I was conscious 
of trying to tell an 
authentic story from a 
point of view that I could 
relate to.”

And as some of the 
audience may be watching 
because the female lead 
was in the Twilight saga, 
he may have a point.

He added, “The 
question was, ‘How do 
I relate to this world 
through one of these 
guards?’

“I thought that was a 
way to gently bring an 
audience to identify with 
what’s going on down 
there. 

“The next step is then 

to identify with the 
detainees.”

One scene shows 
an inmate about to be 
force-fed, but breaks 
off. According to Settler, 
“My intention was not 
to make a piece of 
propaganda. There is so 
much propaganda around 
this subject and everybody 
picks a side, there’s no 
middle ground.” 

The film’s theme is 
that Guantanamo created 
moral numbness all round. 

But this well-acted 
liberal film’s redemption 
is that it shows empathy is 
possible. 
Simon Basketter 

‘Marley inspired a generation 
—to stand up for our rights’
Brian Richardson, author of the new book Bob Marley—Roots, Reggae and 
Revolution, spoke to Socialist Worker about Marley’s music, politics and legacy
THERE ARE plenty of books about 
Bob Marley’s life and music—what 
makes yours different?
There are good works that talk 
about Marley and how reggae devel-
oped as a specific Jamaican form of 
music. 

But they write about Marley 
being a “lyrical genius”, as if he was 
just struck by the muse. 

I wanted to show how he was the 
product of a particularly turbulent 
time in Jamaican history.

Other artists were doing similar 
things, but he just did it better and 
was able to project reggae across 
the world. 

You write a lot about Marley’s 
relationship with the Rastafarian 
religion. How did that impact on 
his music? 
It’s important to talk about 
Rastafarianism, because it came 
out of the struggle against British 
colonialism and the disillusion that 
followed independence. Thousands 
were looking for an explanation. 

But it was contradictory. On the 
one hand it was about retreat from 
society with its promise of “Exodus” 
back to Ethiopia. One of Marley’s 
albums is named after that.  

But it also emphasised resist-
ance to colonialism, and Marley’s 
take involved a militant demand for 
equality. 

One of the most interesting parts 
of the book details how Jamaican 
music developed. How does that fit 
into the social context you describe?
I try to show how Reggae was 
linked to political as well as musical 
changes. 

Sound system culture and dance 
halls were always a big part of 
Jamaica’s music scene, but most 
music was imported from the US. 

This meant DJs had to find the 
most obscure tracks to make their 
dances the liveliest and most excit-
ing. They eventually realised they 
had to develop their own music. 

At this time instruments, such 
as the electric bass, became more 
accessible and allowed musicians to 
experiment.

They developed a form of “off-
beat” strumming that first devel-
oped into Ska. It was a particularly 
fast form of music, meaning it was 
hard to keep going all night.

Rocksteady partly came as a 

reaction to that—because you could 
“rock-steady” to it. 

But it also reflected the turbu-
lence following Jamaican independ-
ence as people began turning in on 
themselves.

This is when young men labelled  
“Rudeboys” began taking their frus-
tration out on others in the ghettos. 

Reggae finally emerged out of 
that as the final form of the music. 

Marley often talked about “politrix” 
—does that mean he wasn’t a politi-
cal musician?  
Marley did talk about “politrix” to 
describe con men who rule over 
people. But he was interested in 
political issues, if not “politics”, 

from the beginning. His first 
number one Simmer Down was 
addressed directly to the Rudeboys 
and expressed young people’s frus-
tration at the time. 

 
Marley was shot in 1976 because he 
was seen to be aligning himself with 
prime minister Michael Manley. Was 
he right to do so? 
Marley always said he wanted to 
play a concert for Jamaican people, 
not Manley’s People’s National 
Party. He was forced to flee to 
Britain and only returned a couple 
of years later to a situation of esca-
lating political violence. 

Marley played a “peace concert” 
to bring the rival factions together 
(pictured). While it failed, only he 
could have attempted that. 

What was Marley’s impact on music 
and politics in Britain?
Marley really captured the imagina-
tion of our parents who’d come to 
Britain and those of us who grew up 
with racism.

But it wasn’t limited to black 
people. Punk bands such as The 
Clash identified with black youths’ 
experiences and music. And The 
Specials’ Ghost Town is a clas-
sic example—based around Ska it 
talks about black and white youths’ 
misery in Coventry. 

That’s because Marley wasn’t 
just a Rastafarian. He encouraged 
people to stand up for their rights. 
So as well as enjoying his music we 
should take that message.  
Bob Marley: Roots, Reggae and Revo-
lution 
Brian Richardson  
Redwords, £7.99 

MARLEY BRINGS togther Jamaica’s warring political leaders at the 
1978 ‘Peace Concert’

Peyman Moaadi stars as Ali 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A Very Capitalist  
Condition: a history 
and politics of disability
Roddy Slorach

2  Bob Marley: Roots, 
Reggae and Revolution
Brian Richardson 

3  1916: Ireland’s  
Revolutionary Tradition
Kieran Allen

4 Jeremy Corbyn, Labour 
and the fight for 
socialism
Charlie Kimber 

5 Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation 
Judith Orr 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

MUSIC 
THE STATE WE’RE IN (TSWI)
The Pack and Carriage, 
London NW1 1BL. 
8pm ’til late.  
29 January, 26 February and 
25 March.  
Free entry.  
The State We’re In on 
Facebook and @diversionclub 
on Twitter

THE STATE We’re In kicks 
off its 6th year of soulful 
shenanigans at the end of 
the month with a night of 
the best Motown, R’n’B and 
Northern Soul.

 

 

SOUL ON THE SQUARE 
Soul On The Square Rhythm 
and Soul Dance Night. 
8pm-2am 
23 January 
The Venue, Student Central, 
London WC1E 7HY. 

ONE OF London’s best-
known Northern Soul nights 
will take place for the last 
time at it’s usual spot. 

So make sure it goes out 
with a bang and head down 
to The Venue with your 
dancing shoes this Saturday.
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READ MORE
lWill the Revolution be 
Televised? 
by John Molyneaux 
£9.67
lThe Revolutionary Ideas 
of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos 
£9.99
lBad News: The Wapping 
Dispute  
by Graham Dodkins and 
John Lang £15

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

T 
HE WAVE of 
abuse Jeremy 
Corbyn has 
fa ced  f rom 
t h e  p r e s s 
since he was 

elected Labour leader in 
September last year has 
been outrageous.

Many people can’t believe 
just how bad the witch hunt 
has been.

It exposes the nature of 
the mass media under cap‑
italism and the tiny minor‑
ity of super rich bosses who 
control the output of the 
newspapers and radio and 
TV networks. 

The massive social power 
they wield is marshalled 
to play a particular role in  
propagating pro‑capitalist 
ideas in society. 

There is a pretence about 
“balanced” news but the 
reality is that all media is 
thoroughly biased—and  
99 percent of it is in favour of 
capitalism.

Professor Greg Philo from 
the Glasgow Media Group 
recently commented on the 
Corbyn bashing. 

He said the “media pres‑
entation of left wing people 
as somehow unacceptable” is 
“quite routine”.

Reporting or discussion 
about the imperative of auster‑
ity happens without providing 
“even the most basic informa‑
tion about how much wealth 
there is in the economy as a 
whole”.

Why should there  be 
£12  billion welfare cuts, he 
asks, when the wealth of the 
richest ten percent is 375 times 
greater than that?

The manufacturing of news 
and comment is about shaping 
ideas in society and maintain‑
ing ruling class domination.

This isn’t a conspiracy theory. 
It just reflects the fact that the 
owners and controllers of the 
media industry have different 
interests to us.

These people are part of the 
rich minority at the top of soci‑
ety who own and control the 
big businesses, banks and the 
state.

They have a clear interest in 
promoting ideas that justify the 
system they benefit from. 

Ridiculing
They also have an interest in 
clamping down or ridiculing 
ideas that question that system.

This doesn’t mean that news‑
paper owners such as Murdoch 
have to tell their editors what to 
write in each issue. 

But they do rely on well‑paid 
senior managers and editors, 
such as Rebekah Brooks. 

These people are closely tied 
to the capitalist class and share 
their assumptions and ideas 
about the world.

So in the most rabid, 
right‑wing media we find the 
worst examples of sexism, 
racism, scapegoating of immi‑
grants and refugees, and so on. 
This is all about sowing divi‑
sions in the working class.

But we also find the bias in 

relatively liberal or left wing 
papers such as the Guardian.

Each week the Guardian 
 publishes several lofty com‑
mentaries written by pompous 
and self‑important  columnists 
decrying the state of the 
Labour Party following Corbyn’s 
election.

The line of argument isn’t 
quite the same as the rabid red 
bating you see in the likes of the 
Daily Mail or the Sun.

But they all believe that the 
best way to manage capitalism 

is to elect a small group of 
people to parliament to change 
things on everyone else’s behalf. 

So they can barely conceal 
their contempt for the idea 
that ordinary Labour members 
might have a say in how the 
party is run. 

Despite all this, the media do 
not control our minds. 

The ideas people hold are not 
formed by the media, but by the 
material reality of our everyday 
lives.

Our consciousness is shaped 

by our experiences of the world. 
R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  K a r l 

Marx and Frederick Engels 
argued, “Consciousness does 
not determine life, but life 
consciousness.”

Under capitalism we have 
very little control over our lives. 

The ruling class makes all the 
important decisions about how 
society is run. 

And life under capitalism can 
also leave us feeling isolated—
as if society is just a collection 
of individuals competing with 
each other.

So the mainstream media can 
work to reinforce those ideas—
for instance they encourage us 
to blame migrants for the lack 
of jobs and for low wages. 

But those ideas come from 
within capitalism itself.

It’s also the case that our 
lived experience can contradict 
what we’re told in the main‑
stream media.

Onslaught
The refugee crisis is a good 
recent example of this. The 
onslaught of anti‑migrant 
rhetoric was greatly weakened 
when images of dead refugees 
emerged last year. 

Tens of thousands of people 
took to the streets demand‑
ing that refugees be let into 
Britain.

And no matter how hard 
they tried, the media couldn’t 
stop people campaigning and 
voting to elect Corbyn to head 
the Labour Party.

So although media owners 
are tremendously influential 
they are not all‑powerful.

That gulf between the reality 
of our lives and the dominant 
ideology of capitalism can open 
up a space for it to be ques‑
tioned, challenged or rejected. 

People can start to question 
the ideas of the ruling class 
when their own experience 
appears to contradict them.

Independent or social media 
can play a role in this. But the 
crucial factor is struggle.

When the level of struggle 
rises the gap between the prop‑
aganda and the reality will only 
grow bigger for most ordinary 
people. Their experience will be 
far from what the media pumps 
out.

When people go on strike, for 
example, they find themselves 
in a collective battle against the 
bosses.

When this happens, ruling 
class ideas can begin to break 
down.

Racist and sexist ideas make 
less sense when black and white 
people, men and women, stand 
together against a common 
enemy.

The conflict between work‑
ers on one hand and bosses on 
the other is laid bare—as is the 
rottenness at the heart of the 
system

Our rulers want to suffocate 
these kind of ideas. These are 
the same ideas that fuel support 
for Jeremy Corbyn.

Our job is to organise and 
strenghten those ideas—
and give the media barons 
nightmares.

THE MEDIA 
VS JEREMY 
CORBYN
Jeremy Corbyn has been attacked from all sections of the 
mainsteam media. Raymie Kiernan explains why the 
media hate Corbyn—and how we can challenge them

THE STRIKERS 
weren’t big fans of 
The Sun (top) 
The electricians’ 
EETPU union was 
used to break the 
strike (above)  
Pictures: John sturrock

Ideas are not 
formed by the 
media, but the 
reality of our 
everyday lives

‘‘ 
Rebekah Brooks

Battle of Wapping—defeat 
helped Murdoch build empire

Strikers battled police on the picket lines Picture: John sturrock

 THE PHONE hacking 
scandal showed the 
depths that Rupert 
Murdoch’s empire is 

willing to plumb in its drive 
for profit.

When the press baron 
was under fire for hacking 
it coincided with the 25th 
anniversary of one of his 
greatest crimes, the sacking 
of 6,000 print workers and 
the creation of his scab 
printing plant at Wapping 
in east London. Friday of 
this week marks the 30th 
anniversary.

Most histories of the 
Wapping strike talk about 
how Murdoch “fooled” the 
union leaders by saying his 
new plant was for a fictitious 
newspaper, called the 
London Post.

But Murdoch’s cover was 
blown long before—and the 
unions turned a blind eye.

Socialist Worker exposed 
in September 1985 that 
a local office of the 
electricians’ EETPU union 
in Southampton was being 
used to recruit workers for 
the Wapping plant.

Some time before 
Murdoch’s management had 
broken off negotiations with 
Fleet Street unions over the 
company’s plan to move 
operations to Wapping.

The scene was set for a 
major battle.

The Tories’ favourite 

media mogul wanted to take 
on the printers, a group of 
workers with a proud record 
of supporting other workers’ 
struggles.

For more than a year 
police battered workers 
fighting for their rights, 
while the full force of the 
media and the government 
was used against those 
battling for justice.

In the end, they lost. But it 
wasn’t inevitable. The strike 
could and should have won.

Murdoch later admitted 
the police not letting 
picketers block trucks was 
key to his victory.

He used the move to sack 
any journalists who didn’t 
support the hard right 
Thatcherite politics that he 
was promoting.

Destroying the unions 
did not free up journalists 
from control by “elites” as 
Murdoch had promised.

Instead, removing any 
kind of collective opposition 
created the atmosphere in 
which the News of the World 
scandal festered.

The Tories unleashed the 
full force of the state and the 
trade union leaders failed 
to call the all-out strike on 
Fleet Street, where all the 
papers were produced, that 
could have won. Instead they 
let the strikers down, and 
some were instrumental in 
betraying them.

Media Baron Rupert Murdoch has got it in for Corbyn

EYEWITNESS 
PALESTINE

A people under occupation 
have the right to resist

Bisan Abu Eisheh 
writes on the fight of 
Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem

EARLIER THIS month two 
Palestinians in East Jerusalem 
were arrested by Israeli forces 
after refusing to obey orders 
banning them from their 
city. My brother, Samer Abu 
Eisheh, was one of them.

His arrest is part of a 
crackdown on Palestinian 
resistance against the Israeli 
occupation’s policies.

Samer is an activist in East 
Jerusalem. He was arrested at 
his house and interrogated for 
44 days after returning from a 
youth conference in Lebanon 
last July.

They were trying to link 
his activism to the fact that 
he went to Lebanon. But 
at the end of 44 days of 
interrogation the only charge 
was visiting an enemy state.

Banned
Samer was released to 
house arrest for two and a 
half months. After that the 
Israelis banned him from East 
Jerusalem for five months. 
They said that he is a danger 
to the security of the city.

About 65 Palestinians 
from Jerusalem face arbitrary 
banning orders because Israel 
considers their existence in the 
city a danger.

But Samer refused to leave 
and started a protest at the 
International Centre for the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in East 
Jerusalem.

For eight days people came 
to support them. Supporters 
erected a tent which became  
a hub for social and cultural 
activities. There were political 
lectures and film showings. 

On New Year’s Eve people 
came to sing and play music 
for the whole night instead of 
celebrating outside.

But just after midnight  
on the eighth day about  
100 Israeli soldiers broke into 
the compound and arrested 
six people, including Samer 
and Hijazi Abu Sbeih.

Now they are trying to 
convict them both with new 
charges of “provocation” 
because of all the gatherings 
and the activities that took 
place in the tent at the ICRC 

as well as some Facebook 
comments and tweets. 

It shows how worried Israel 
is about any kind of protesting 
in Jerusalem.

There have been so many 
protests recently. Lots of 
martyrs have fallen in East 
Jerusalem and the Israelis are 
keeping their bodies as a kind 
of collective punishment.

And there have been 
protests outside the Al Aqsa 
mosque. Muslims have been 
stopped from entering the 
mosque between 7 and 11 in 
the morning and only Jewish 
people are allowed inside.

Lots of people are 
protesting at the doors, 

and these people are being 
arrested, being humiliated, 
being dragged along the 
street.

And any time you try to 
peacefully protest, if you 
gather more than 40 people, 
immediately lots of forces will 
come and thrash everybody.

Some desperate people 
have also committed some 
stabbing attacks.

I’m peaceful. But I can 
understand when people are 
subjected to a lot of violence 
it’s normal to respond with 
more violence. It is matter of 
pure psychology.

It’s important to start 
looking at Palestinians 
as people who are under 
occupation.

Everybody who lives under 
occupation has the right to 
defend their right to liberty 
and freedom in any possible 
way.

Rights
Jerusalem is a very difficult 
situation. The Palestinians 
who live in Jerusalem don’t 
have full rights as Israeli 
citizens—despite the fact that 
they have been completely 
rooted in Jerusalem for 
generations.

There is a heavy presence 
of soldiers in the city who 
can arbitrarily stop anyone 
and check them, check their 
clothes, their bags. They’ve 
installed metal detectors in 
every corner of the Old City.

Palestinians are subjected 
to all these things on a daily 
basis. 

That’s the whole thing 
about Samer’s case. They 
have no charge against him.

He is just a guy who is 
trying peacefully to deliver 
his thoughts about liberty.

SAMER ABU Eisheh shortly before his arrest

BACK STORY
Some 800,000 Palestinians 
were forced into exile in 
1948-49
lIsrael has continued to 
build settlements and the 
vast majority of Palestinians 
remain impoverished
lSome 372,000 
Palestinians live in East 
Jeruslem and have few 
rights 
lSamer Abu Eisheh and 
Hijazi Abu Sbeih defied a 
ban imposed by Israel from 
entering their hometown

Muslims have 
been stopped 
from entering 
the mosque 

‘‘ 



 We need a fight for steel jobs
by DAVE SEWELL

STEEL FIRM Tata announced 
1,000 new job cuts this week, 
including 750 at the Port Talbot 
steel works in South Wales. 

After closures in Scotland and 
devastating job losses in Scunthorpe, 
Port Talbot was the last bastion of 
the industry left largely unscathed.

Port Talbot steel workers have 
been breaking production records 
over the past year. 

This is their reward from a com-
pany that says “tough action is 
necessary”.

Port Talbot steel worker and 
Community union president Alan 
Coombs called the news “tragic”.

“Port Talbot is a town built on 
steel,” he said. “My father and 
grandfathers worked here. 

Families
“Thousands of other families here in 
Port Talbot rely on the steelworks. 

“It is a source of pride and 
employment for our town—we 
cannot afford to lose it.” 

It is not too late to fight. But 
it will mean a total change of 
strategy.

Bosses have been singing the   

same tune of profits first, people 
last for several years. 

Too often union leaders have 
reflected management’s arguments.

As Coombs put it, the problem 
is “cheap Chinese imports and 

high energy costs”. The solution is 
“action from government to create a 
level-playing field on which we can 
compete”.

This is a call to shovel cash to 
Tata. Such a response to a major 

industry’s collapse is staggering.
Tata has already been granted 

a huge exemption from climate 
change fines and unions have 
agreed to make concessions on 
issues including job cuts.

None of it has been enough  
to save sites. Tata’s long term strat-
egy of running its plants down 
rather than investing means it 
would take a huge cash injection to 
make them viable.

Squeezed
And a global slump in commodity 
prices (see page 7) means bosses 
don’t see that as worthwhile. 
Having squeezed out all the profit 
they can, they want to dump the 
husk that remains.

Shielding them from climate 
regulations or foreign competition 
won’t change that.

The alternative is breaking 
with bosses and the market. Steel 
could be nationalised and produc-
tion used, for example, to overhaul 
railways and mass produce wind 
turbines.

That can’t happen without a 
major political and industrial fight. 

The unions’ campaigning has so 
far been weak but when they called 
a march in Scunthorpe, thousands 
turned out.

The steel jobs’ slaughter must 
be turned into a deep crisis for the 
Tories, and that means a demand 
for nationalisation backed up with 
hard-hitting action. 
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Police ‘gave 
heads up’ to 
an alleged 
abuser in 
Rotherham
An alleged victim accuses police and 
a councillor of helping her abuser. 
Sadie Robinson reports from the trial
A POLICE officer and a councillor 
were involved in a deal to help 
an alleged child abuser escape 
arrest, a court heard last week.

Five men and two women are on 
trial at Sheffield Crown Court. 

They deny more than 60 offences 
relating to child sexual exploitation 
between 1987 and 2003.

The court last week saw police 
interviews from 2013 with alleged 
victim Girl J. 

She described beginning a rela-
tionship with defendant Arshid 
Hussain, known as Ash, when she 
was 14.

Girl J said she felt in love with 
Hussain but that he became violent. 

She said she had told him her 
age and that he often picked her up 
from school.

The court heard that she went 
missing from home to be with 
Hussain and that her parents 
reported this to the police.

She said that a deal was once 
done whereby she would be handed 
over and Hussain would not be 
arrested.

She said PC Ali, who she and 
Hussain “dealt with all the 
time”, helped arrange the 
deal.

The court heard that 
Girl J was dropped off at 
a petrol station in Ferham, 
Rotherham. 

She said there were 
“quite a lot of police 
officers” there.

Suits
Girl J said she got in 
a car with two men 
in suits and was 
driven home. 

She thought 
one was called 
“ A k h t a r ”  a n d 
was a Rotherham 

councillor and “relative to Ash”. 
He was named in court as 

Jahangir Akhtar, a former deputy 
leader of Rotherham council.

Girl J said, “They said to me if he 
dropped me off at the petrol station 
he wouldn’t be prosecuted.”

The court heard that Girl J got 
pregnant by Hussain aged 14 and 
had an abortion after he said he 
would be sent to prison if she con-
tinued the pregnancy.

The jury also heard Girl J got 
pregnant for a second time aged  
15 and had the child.

Girl J said she was confused 
because “police caught me all the 
time with Ash”. 

She claimed that on one occasion 
she was upstairs in a house having 
sex with Hussain when police broke 
the door down.

Hide
Girl J said she tried to hide under 
the bed but that an officer saw her 
and addressed her by name.

She said she was arrested as she 
had a “truncheon” in her bag 

and “they didn’t do anything 
with Ash”.

The court heard that 
po l i ce  would  go  to 
Hussain’s house and give 
him a “heads up” that 
police were looking for 
Girl J. “That happened 

quite a lot,” she said.
The court also 

heard that Girl J’s 
dad confiscated her 
phones to try and 
stop her contact 
with Hussain and 
found her diary. 

“He  handed 
it all over to the 
police,” she said.

T h e  t r i a l 
continues.

SHEFFIELD CROWN Court, where the trial is taking place         Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Girl J tells court, ‘He was an adult and 
I was a child, so I wasn’t equal at all’
ARSHID HUSSAIN accepts 
that he is the father of a child 
conceived when Girl J was 15, 
a court has heard. Hussain 
denies charges of rape, indecent 
assault and abduction of a girl in 
relation to Girl J.

Hussain’s barrister, Stephen 
Uttley, cross-examined Girl J on 
Friday of last week.

She accepted that she told 
Hussain she was 16 when she 
first met him. “He knew a few 
hours afterwards that I wasn’t 
16,” she said.

The court has heard that Girl 
J became pregnant by Hussain 
when she was 14 and had an 
abortion. 

Uttley asked why she denied 
that Hussain was the father at 
the time.

Girl J said Hussain told her to 
deny it because he’d “get sent 
to prison”. She said she denied 
any involvement with Hussain to 
protect him.

Uttley suggested that Girl 
J had been an equal in the 
“relationship”. 

Girl J replied, “No—he was 
an adult and I was a child, so I 
wasn’t equal at all.”

Girl J said Hussain “tried to 

kill me” and “got me doing a lot 
of criminal things”.

The court heard that Hussain 
gave her drugs to deal at school. 

Girl J said he gave her CS 
spray and encouraged her to use 
it against another girl, and that 
he gave her a truncheon.

Uttley suggested that Girl J 
had a “fiery temper”. 

She replied, “Yes, especially 
when Ash started beating me.”

She told the court, “When Ash 
was being violent towards me, 
that was my way of releasing 
that. My behaviour went 
completely out of control.”

Uttley asked why Hussain’s 
alleged assaults on Girl J were 
not recorded in her medical 

records. She said, “I never really 
told anyone.” 

In a police interview in 2013 
she said she hid injuries.

The court heard that Girl J 
had contacted Jahangir Akhtar 
in 2006 or 2007 to try and get 
in touch with Hussain regarding 
their child. 

Uttley suggested this was the 
first time she had contact with 
Akhtar. Girl J said, “I met him at 
the petrol station [see left]. That 
is how I knew who he was.”

Uttley asked why Girl J had 
contact with Hussain in 2011. 
She said she wanted support 
with their child and hadn’t 
recognised Hussain’s behaviour 
as abuse.

She said Hussain “started with 
threats” and “said he was going 
to have someone shoot me”.

The court also heard that 
Hussain sent Girl J abusive text 
messages in 2013. “He was 
saying he hopes people find me 
and rape me,” she told the court. 

Girl J said police said she had 
“encouraged it” because she had 
responded.

A police report recorded 
the incident as “non-crime/
domestic”.

A street in Rotherham

Police—what was their role?
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Examine any offer 
carefully at DVSA
DRIVING EXAMINERS in the 
PCS union are continuing 
with action short of a strike 
at the Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA).

Talks with DVSA and the 
Department for Transport 
(DfT) at the Acas conciliation 
service were set to end on 
Tuesday of this week.

Bosses want to make staff 
work an extra 90 minutes a 
day with no payment. Any 
offer that fails to address this 
should be rejected.
Paul Williams, PCS DfT Group 
President (personal capacity)

Recycling workers 
defend colleague
THE GMB union is balloting 
recycling workers in Sheffield 
for strikes after bosses sacked 
union member Martin Lyons 
on Thursday of last week.

The workers are employed 
by the Green Company, a 
subcontractor for Veolia 
running environmental 
services for Labour-run 
Sheffield council.

This is part of a dispute 
over pay, health and safety 
and alleged bullying. GMB 
said Martin was “sacked for 
asking the council leader 
Julia Dore a question on a 
local BBC radio phone-in”.

FBU ballot over 
Yorkshire cuts
FIREFIGHTERS IN South 
Yorkshire are to ballot for 
action over plans to cut 
staff and change leave 
arrangements.

The FBU union members 
are in dispute with bosses, 
who want to slash a quarter 
of emergency call operators.

Students oppose 
axing of grants
STUDENTS protested  
in Parliament Square on 
Tuesday over the scrapping 
of student grants—and the 
government’s contempt for 
democracy.

Last week a committee of 
just 18 MPs voted to get rid of 
the maintenance grant, paid 
to students from low income 
families.

The protest, called by the 
National Campaign Against 
Fees and Cuts, coincided with 
a parliamentary debate called 
by Labour.

Ballot at London 
Met University
WORKERS AT London 
Metropolitan University are 
balloting for strikes to stop 
cuts and closures. They are 
members of the UCU union.

London Met bosses want 
to close the Aldgate Campus, 
where the Cass art school is 
based, and slash 93 jobs. 

UCU says bosses did not 
provide enough information 
for the union to contribute 
fully during a 30-day 
consultation.
lFor more details go to 
uculondonmet.wordpress.com

 ‘Dirty’ cut is snow joke 
for janitors in Glasgow
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

SOME 130 primary school 
janitors in Glasgow are 
refusing to clear snow or 
spread grit in a row over “dirty 
money” with bosses at council-
owned Cordia.

Cordia says the janitors 
should no longer receive a 
Working Context and Demands 
Payment.

This is given to workers who 
undertake duties that are dirty, 
unpleasant, involve working 

outside on a regular basis or 
heavy lifting. It can be worth 
as much as £1,000.

Some 100 primary schools 
in the city are affected by 
the action, which started on 
Tuesday.

Action
The Unison union members 
voted by 98 percent for the 
action short of a strike.

Other duties they are 
refusing include weeding, 
litter picking, clearing leaves, 
spillage clearing, animal 

clearing and heavy lifting.
Disgracefully Cordia bosses 

have threatened to suspend 
workers who are taking the 
action.

Despite pledging to defy 
future Tory anti-union laws 
the Labour-run council doesn’t 
seem to have any qualms about 
using current ones.

The janitors have also voted 
by 95 percent for strikes if they 
need to escalate.
lSend messages of support to 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison.
co.uk

PICKETS IN the Unite union turned away vehicles at EDF’s head office in Bexleyheath, Kent, last week. Around 70 workers 
struck for five days over issues including monitors that Unite says will lead to bullying and sackings.  Picture: Guy Smallman

BLACKLISTED workers 
protested at Liverpool FC’s 
match against Manchester 
United last Sunday against 
the use of Carillion to 
build the new stand at its 
Anfield stadium.

Carillion is a defendant 
in the blacklisting High 
Court group litigation. It 
has admitted its active 
involvement in blacklisting 
scandals over decades.

Roy Bentham organised 
the protest. He is a 
carpenter in the Blacklist 
Support Group and part 
of the unofficial 
Liverpool fans’ 
union Spirit of 
Shankly. 

He said, 
“Carillion is 
only sorry it got 
caught.”
John Carr

ENERGY WORKERS CONSTRUCTION

Picture: Flickr / SleeveS rolled uP

UNION DEMOCRACY

Unison left prepares for battles to come
MORE THAN 50 members 
of the Unison union met in 
Birmingham last Saturday 
to discuss the way forward 
for the left and all who 
want to fight austerity.

The meeting also discussed 
union democracy in the wake of 
the general secretary election. 

Incumbent Dave Prentis 
was announced as the winner. 
Yet some union employees 
were caught on tape allegedly 
breaking union rules. 

Members were furious that 
the result was announced 

before dozens of complaints 
had been investigated.

With a 10 percent turnout, 
and less than half the vote, 
many questioned how much of 
a mandate that gave Prentis.

There is also disquiet that 
the returning officer has still 
not published their judgement.

Activists called on members 
to flood the union, the 
returning officer and the 
certification officer with 
complaints. “We cannot let 
them get away with it” was a 
popular message.

Many argued it was also 
important not to get bogged 
down just on internal union 
matters. Public sector cuts keep 
coming and activists need to 
stoke resistance to them.

Organising for left slates 
in forthcoming service group 
elections and coordinating to 
raise conference motions is 
only part of the left’s task. 

Raising solidarity for 
striking junior doctors or for 
refugees can help strengthen 
workplace organisation to fight 
the battles to come.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT EDUCATION

Lecturers launch pay fight
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS IN higher 
education (HE) have begun a 
national campaign over pay.

The UCU union’s higher 
education committee voted 
unanimously to begin the 
campaign. And a majority 
backed a plan for a speaking 
tour across Britain as 
part of the campaign.

UCU members in HE won 
a 2 percent pay rise in 2014. 
But the union says workers’ 
pay has fallen by 13 percent 
in real terms since August 
2008 despite that rise.

The union says pay is 
an “acute” issue for many 
members, especially those 

on hourly paid, zero hours 
or fixed term contracts.

UCU could call industrial 
action if bosses continue 
to attack pay. UCU Left, 
which Socialist Worker 
supporters are part of, 
has said this action will 
have to be nationwide.

It pointed out that 
bosses at some universities 
have imposed “punitive 
deductions” on workers 
taking action. A nationwide 
fight would make resistance 
to such attacks stronger.

UCU branches should 
organise meetings and invite 
speakers to discuss the pay 
campaign, and prepare 
for a ballot for action.

Strike vote to save Lambeth’s libraries
LAMBETH LIBRARY workers 
have voted overwhelmingly 
to strike to save ten 
libraries under threat from 
the south London Labour 
council’s cuts. 

Some 89 percent of 

Unison union members 
voted for the action. They 
are resisting a plan to close 
five libraries and turn some 
into gyms. This is part of a 
£90 million cuts package. 

Workers expect an 

announcement about 
redundancies this week.

The strike vote follows 
an unofficial walkout in 
November. Councillors are 
also under pressure from a 
community campaign.

UCU UNION ELECTION

College walkout leader in 
race to be vice president
UCU LEFT supporters urge 
a vote for Mandy Brown as 
the union’s vice president. 
Elections for UCU’s national 
executive committee (NEC) 
run from 1 to 26 February.

Mandy helped to lead a 
four-week strike at Lambeth 
College last year that 
stopped bosses imposing 
new, worse contracts.

She teaches English for 
Speakers of Other Languages 
(Esol) and has a long record 
of campaigning to defend 
education.

The elections come at a 
time when education is under 
huge attack.

Tory cuts threaten to close 
down entire colleges and 
snatch away the chance of 
education from working class 
students.

Mandy is standing on a 
platform of fighting cuts, 
defending education, 
campaigning for a pay rise 
for all workers, and opposing 
racism, Islamophobia and 

the government’s Prevent 
agenda.

UCU Left backs other 
candidates for NEC seats. 

These are: Sue Abbott, 
Pura Ariza, Mark Campbell, 
Rachel Cohen, Sarah Foster, 
Margot Hill, Julie Hearn, 
Ioanna Ioannou, Dawn 
Livingston, Rhiannon Lockley, 
Allister MacTaggart, Julia 
Roberts, Lee Short, Sean 
Vernell, Sean Wallis, Elaine 
White and Saira Weiner.
lGo to uculeft.org and 
mandy4nec.wordpress.com

Mandy Brown
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FAST FOOD WORKERS 

US fast food strikers join 
lively protest in London
by NICK CLARK 

US MCDONALD’S work-
ers brought the spirit of 
their fight for $15 an hour 
to Britain with a noisy pro-
test in central London on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Around 70 supporters of 
the Fast Food Rights cam-
paign joined the three US 
workers to protest outside a 
McDonald’s on Whitehall.

Fast food workers from 
Glasgow and Cambridge also 
joined the protest. 

They were demanding that 
McDonald’s pays its workers 
£10 an hour and allows them 
to join a union. 

Attack
McDonald’s worker Latoya 
from Kansas City, Missouri, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
all about solidarity with my 
brothers and sisters. 

“They need to pay us a 
liveable wage. 

“We  need  to  make 
McDonald’s pay £10 in 
Britain and give us $15. 
We’re all worth more.”

Fast food workers in the 
Bfawu union in Glasgow, 
dressed as mascot Ronald 
McDonald, added to the 
atmosphere.

They also sang David 

Bowie songs with adapted 
song lyrics. To the tune of 
Space Oddity they sang, 
“This is Fast Food Rights to 
McDonald’s, we’ve really had 
enough.

“And you treat your staff in 

the most peculiar way. 
“We’ve grown very sick of 

it today.”
A f t e r  b l o c k a d i n g 

McDonald’s the protesters 
marched to parliament, hold-
ing up traffic as they went.

Once there they held a 
forum inside the House of 
Commons with shadow chan-
cellor John McDonnell and 
Labour MP Dawn Butler.

F a s t  f o o d  w o r k e r s 
in Britain told of their  

own experiences. 
One McDonald’s worker 

said, “It makes me livid to see 
the effects that such a hierar-
chical system can have.

“I’ve seen pregnant women 
put in conditions that endan-
ger them and their child.”

US worker Ashley organ-
ised a strike at her McDonald’s 
in Memphis. She said, “The 
first time I went on strike, I 
was afraid.

“But when I saw how many 
people had come to support 
us it was like, damn this feels 
good. 

Manager 
“When you get a free day to 
bust your manager, you feel 
so good.”

She added, “The second 
time I went on strike I 
brought my whole store out. 

“They closed the whole 
store down, so we started 
hitting other stores. We sat 
in the middle of the street for 
five hours.

“We did go to jail, I’m not 
going to lie, but we felt like it 
was worth it. 

“Because if we don’t stand 
up for one another, if we 
don’t stand up for ourselves, 
whose going to help us?”
lLonger version and video on 
socialistworker.co.uk 
fastfoodrights.wordpress.com

ANTI-FASCISM 

Anti-fascists organise to 
stop Nazi march in Dover
ANTI-RACISTS IN Dover 
are building opposition to a 
planned anti-refugee march 
by the Nazi National Front 
(NF) and other fascists on 
Saturday 30 January. 

Activists have distributed 
thousands of flyers. 

The NUT union has 
backed the mobilisation. 

The Unite union’s South 
East region has agreed to 
pay travel for members that 
want to go and the North 
West region is sending a 
coach. 

Local Labour Party 
branches have backed 
the call and Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) chair and 
shadow minister Diane 
Abbott has sent a message 
of support. 
Jon Flaig 
lAssemble 11am, Dover 
Market Place, CT16 1PJ. 

Called by Kent Anti Racism 
Network and backed by UAF 
and others.

nUAF Scotland has 
organised two meetings in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh to 
mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day.
lNever Again—the Fight 
against Racism and Fascism 
in Europe Today  
Tuesday 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
STUC, Glasgow G3 6NG. 
Wednesday 27 Jan, 7pm, 
University of Edinburgh, 
Lecture Theatre 5, 2 Appleton 
Tower, Edinburgh EH8 9LE

nUAF National Conference 
will take place on Saturday 
6 February
lUAF National Conference
6 Feb, 9.30am-4.30pm
NUT HQ Hamilton House, 
London WC1H 9BD

HOUSING

Housing campaigners plan 
march against new Tory bill
OVER 100 tenants, trade 
unionists, councillors and 
Traveller groups attended an 
organising meeting against 
the Tories’ Housing and 
Planning Bill last Saturday.

The bill is a major 
attack on council and 
social housing. 

It will do nothing to 
solve the housing crisis.

The meeting was more 
than twice the size of the 
previous one in December. 

It had a broader 
spread of tenants’ and 
travellers’ groups, 
councillors and others.

Organisations including 
Defend Council Housing 
called for actions against the 
bill throughout its passage 
in the House of Lords 
over the coming weeks.

These include local 
meetings and protests, 
with a march from south 
London to Downing Street 

on Saturday 30 January. 
A weekend of action 

on estates—particularly 
those threatened with 
demolition—was set for 
Saturday 13 February and 
Sunday 14 February.

Housing campaigners 
had called a national March 
for Homes in London 
for Saturday 16 April.

But they were forced to 
change the date after the 
People’s Assembly called 
its own march that day.

People at the meeting 
welcomed another mass 
march against austerity, 
but were concerned at the 
lack of coordination. 

The March for Homes 
will be changed to a 
new date in March.  
lFor further information and 
campaigning materials go to 
www.defendcouncilhousing.
org.uk or email info@
defendcouncilhousing.org.uk

US FAST food worker Ashley (left) and a Glasgow fast food worker  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

UNITE UNION 

Shower of solidarity 
for recycling strike
RECYCLING WORKERS in 
Keynsham, near Bath, struck 
against low pay on Thursday 
and Friday of last week.

The Unite union members 
are employed by outsourcer 
Kier Limited on a contract 
to Bath and North East 
Somerset Council.

They voted by 86 percent 
to strike and 100 percent 
for action short of strikes 
after rejecting the company’s 
measly 3 percent pay offer. 

The workers are paid just 
£7.81 an hour. 

UCU lecturers’ union and 
Unite Community members 
brought solidarity to the 
picket lines. 

They were set to walk out 
again on Thursday and Friday 
of this week, on 28 and 29 
January and on 4, 5, 11 and 
12 February.
Celia Hollingworth
lJoin the picket lines between 
6.30am and 2.30pm  
Unit 4, Ashmead Road, 
Keynsham BS31 1SX.

HEALTH SERVICE 

>>continued from page 20 
initial six pickets.

Jeremy Hunt tried to claim 
the strike put patients’ lives 
at risk. But it’s the Tories who 
are risking people’s lives.

The Tories are spooked 
because they’re facing a 
growing revolt in the NHS 
just as it plunges further into 
meltdown. The NHS missed 
key targets this month. 

Ambulance services failed 
to respond to 75 percent of 
the most serious 999 calls in 
eight minutes.  

Accident and emergency 
(A&E) units only saw  
91.3 percent of patients 
within four hours. 

And it’s been two years 
since the six-week target for 
diagnostic tests was met. 

Rocketing
Poverty pay and rocketing 
workloads are pushing 
workers out of the NHS 
fuelling a staffing crisis. 

In London alone 10,000 
nursing posts are unfilled. 

The decimation of social 
care means that it’s more 
difficult to discharge patients.

But there are also signs of 
a growing revolt. 

Health care students are 
fighting plans to axe their 
bursaries.

They have called for a 
lunchtime solidarity walkout 
during the third strike. 

Jenny, a student 
occupational therapist, said, 
“It’s to show solidarity. 

“This is not just about 
their contracts or our 
bursaries—it’s about fighting 
the Tories’ onslaught on the 
NHS.”

Unison and the other 
health unions should 
immediately ballot their 
members. A united fight can 
push back the Tories’ attacks 
on the NHS and strike a real 
blow against austerity. 

FRACKING

AROUND 400 people 
marched against fracking 
in Upton, near Chester, last 
Saturday. 

Bailiffs had evicted a 
protest camp on the planned 
drilling site on Duttons Lane. 

Upton Labour councillor 
Matt Bryan was one of nine 
people arrested during the 
eviction. He called the march 
“a show of solidarity”.

Energy company IGas 
wants to drill there to explore 
for coal bed methane. 
But it has faced constant 
opposition since 2014.

Campaigners have vowed 
to fight on. 

Meanwhile four activists 
from No Dash For Gas 
blockaded the entrance of 
Carrington power station, 
near Manchester, for several 
hours. It is currently under 
construction. 

And anti-fracking 
protesters in South Wales 
were planning to protest this 
Saturday in Pontrhydyfen in 
the Afan Valley. The Labour-
run Neath Port Talbot council 
has agreed to allow test-
drilling in the valley. 
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 KEEP UP HEALTH 
SERVICE FIGHT
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

JUNIOR DOCTORS’ leaders 
have called off a strike that 
was set to begin on Tuesday 
of next week.

The doctors ’  Br i t i sh 
Medical Association (BMA) 
had planned a strike across 
England in the second of 
three walkouts.

But the strike was called 
off for more talks with 
NHS employers and the 
Department of Health.

Megan, a junior doctor in 
Manchester, told Socialist 
Worker, “If there’s been pro-
gress on getting a fair and 
safe contract that’s a good 
thing.

“But we’ll have to wait and 
see what changes have been 
made.

Pressure
“The first strike will have had 
an impact—Tory health sec-
retary Jeremy Hunt is coming 
under more pressure.”

But it is a mistake to 
call the strike off without 
any clear concessions from 
bosses.

Junior doctors need a 
clear victory for themselves, 

for the NHS and for other 
health workers. That means 
Hunt must withdraw all his 
attacks. 

Megan said that she doesn’t 
have much hope in Hunt.

She said, “This dispute 

has been going on since 
2013, Hunt has threatened 
to impose the contracts and 
he’s attacking student nurses.

“He’s not been very open 
or willingly talked to junior 
doctors so far.”

Some junior doctors have 
called a protest in London on 
Saturday 6 February to keep 
up the momentum.

Junior doctors are fight-
ing Hunt’s plans to impose 
new contracts that would rip 

apart terms and conditions 
and put patients at risk. 

Hunt ’ s  p lans  would 
remove financial penalties on 
NHS trusts for making junior 
doctors work a dangerous 
number of hours.

Hunt claims the new con-
tracts are essential to “seven 
day working” in the NHS. 

But Megan said, “We 
already have a seven day 
NHS—no one is turned away 
on the weekend. 

“But to move to doing 
‘elective’ surgery on week-
ends we’d need higher levels 
of staffing and that’s not just 
doctors. 

“If you’re doing surgery 
you need nurses, porters and 
others to work together.” 

Smash
The Tories’ real agenda is 
to smash workers’ terms 
and conditions and union 
organisation.
 They want to soften the NHS 
up for privatisation.

Megan said, “If the NHS is 
run down it will be far easier 
to say it’s not working and 
privatise it.”

A walkout earlier this 
month became a focus for 
resistance to Tory attacks 
on the NHS and austerity in 
general. 

Solidarity from trade 
unionists and campaigners 
boosted junior doctors as 
picket lines swelled from the
>>continued on page 19

ON THE picket line at St Thomas’ in London last week                   Picture: Guy Smallman 

Underground workers to strike over jobs, pay and Night Tube
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

WORKERS ON London 
Underground were set to 
strike on Tuesday of next 
week for 24 hours.

Tube workers are 
fighting to defend a safe 
service in the face of a 
management hell bent 
on imposing their will 
without negotiation. 

Talks continued as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press. 

Bosses had refused to 
contemplate negotiations 
until strikes were called.

The dispute involves 
the RMT, Aslef, TSSA and 
Unite unions and is over 
conditions, jobs and pay. 

It also includes the 

introduction of Night Tube, 
first earmarked to start in 
September last year.

But united, effective 
and well-supported 
walkouts by all four 
unions last summer 
forced Tory London mayor 
Boris Johnson into a 

humiliating retreat. 
Night Tube has been 

delayed ever since.
Tube worker Glen Hart 

told Socialist Worker, 
“When we stand united 
we can stop the employers 
imposing things on us—
so it’s really good that 

we’re coming out together 
again.”

Bosses’ cavalier 
attitude towards safety is 
highlighted by a growing 
number of disputes and 
incidents on the network 
recently. 

It also shows why 
workers are right to fight 
back.

Last week passenger 
doors opened on a moving 
train on the Picadilly line. 

Union members rightly 
refused to work until 
assured that trains were 
safe. But bosses tried 
to blame delays on a 
shortage of drivers.

The RMT’s engineering 
branch is also balloting 
members over safe track 
access following the 

imposition of a new rule, 
which the union says plays 
“fast and loose with our 
members’ lives to save a 
few pounds”. 

And there has been a 
concerted effort by Tube 
bosses to undermine union 
organisation. 

Glen, an RMT rep who 
has fought tirelessly to 
oppose Tube bosses’ 
attacks has been 
victimised for his trade 
union activities. 

He says it is a pattern 
seen in many industries 
and must be resisted.

RMT members should 
vote yes in the strike ballot 
in Glen’s defence that was 
to start on Thursday of 
this week and ends on  
Thursday 4 February.Striking against Night Tube last year

CAPTION

Unite the Resistance
solidarity meeting 

CENTRAL LONDON 

Bloomsbury Central Baptist 
Church, 235 Shaftesbury Ave, 
London WC2H 8EP

Speakers include:
lDr Yannis Gourtsoyannis, BMA 
junior doctors’ committee
lDanielle Tiplady, NHS  
students against bursary cuts
lA Tube worker
lAnd others including Matt 
Wrack, Ian Hodson and Candy 
Udwin

Saturday 23 January,  
2.30pm—4pm
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