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LET THE 
REFUGEES IN

KICK THE 
TORIES OUT

STAND UP TO RACISM DEMOS SAT 19 MARCH
CARDIFF, GLASGOW, LONDON  WWW.STANDUPTORACISM.ORG.UK

CAMPAIGNING

Cardiff red 
wristbands 
climbdown  
Housing firm forced to back 
down—but asylum seekers 
tell Socialist Worker they 
suffer terrible conditions 

REFUGEES HAVE to overcome 
barbed wire, fences, walls and 
racist laws to find safety. But 
the battles don’t stop once 
they’re in Britain.

The asylum system con-
stantly tells them that they’re 
not welcome—and they’re not 
“one of us”. 

A campaign this week forced 
Clearsprings Ready Homes, 
the private firm that houses 
asylum seekers in Cardiff, to 
stop making them wear col-
oured wristbands.

A resident of the Lynx House 

facility that imposed the wrist-
bands policy told Socialist 
Worker, “The situation is very 
bad. I hated the wristbands and 
I’m glad they have gone, but 
there are many other ways we 
are made to feel small and not 
welcome. 

“I have two children, but 
there are no proper facilities 
for them. The place is very over-
crowded.

“I fled for my life from Iraq. I 
am glad I am not in danger. But 
here I am not allowed to work 
and I am given no money. It is 
not a real life.”

Eric Ngalle spent a month 
in Lynx House before he was 
granted refugee status. 

He said, “It was one of the 
most horrible experiences in 
my life. If we refused to wear 
the wristbands we were told we 

>>continued on page 3

Branded: Asylum seeker’s wristband
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lTHE TORIES have said that 
people who don’t learn English 

could be deported. Unfortunately 
for them, an item on the Home 
Office website was headlined, 
“New English langauge test.” But 
apparently the real target of the 
Tory announcement was Muslims, 
not the Home Office, which had 
simply made a “mistake”.

  Google pays some tax and  
 Osborne goes in a chopper
GOOGLE HAS agreed to 
pay back £130 million in 
back taxes, which is nice 
of them.

It follows an “open audit” 
of its accounts by investi-
gators from Her Majesty’s 
Revenue and Customs.

The US online search firm 
said the payment covered 
back taxes since 2005.

In 2014 Google’s US parent 
company revealed it earned 
£3.3 billion in the UK last 
year. But Google UK Limited 
paid just £20.4 million in UK 
corporation tax on its enor-
mous £642 million turnover.

Google used subsidiaries 
in Ireland and Bermuda to 
legally avoid £1.2 billion in 
taxes in 2012.

Downing Street refused to 
back boasting baron George 
Osborne after he claimed 
Google’s tax deal was a 
“major success”.

lGeorge Osborne received 
an £8,000 helicopter ride 

from a property-developing 
Tory donor. 

Countywide Developments 
is run by property mogul 
Tony Gallagher, and has 
donated £787,879 to the 
Conservatives since 2010.

The chopper dropped 
Osborne off at a Conservative 
Party dinner. 

Chief whip and local MP 
Mark Harper had already 
briefed the chancellor on a  
£100 million local planning 
development in Cinderford 
in Forest of Dean.

The 138 guests enjoyed 
duck confit and roast beef.

Happily Gallagher Estates 
already has an interest in the 
economic success of the area.

It boasts three residen-
tial development sites and a 
retail park all within 25 miles 
of Cinderford.

lTHE BELGIAN government has 
unveiled a new resource to help 

refugees—a flirting guide. The guide will 
be included in brochures sent to refugee 
centres across Belgium following attacks 
on women in Cologne on New Year’s 
Eve. The Daily Mail declared that this 
would give refugees lessons in “civilised 
flirting”. Tips include “be funny” and 
“make eye contact, but don’t stare”.

Expensive confetti 
bill at Network Rail
GREEDY Network Rail 
bosses have blown 
£19 million of our 
cash on luxuries in the 
past three years.

The fat cats splashed 
out £631,000 on taxis, 
spent £26,770 on dinners 
—at £198 a meal—£8,600 
on Apple iPhones and 
£1,600 on flowers.

M&S hampers costing 
up to £20,000 were 
also paid for using the 
company credit cards.

Staff spending between 
April 2012 and October 
2015 shows a further 
£1,872 was splashed out 
on dining at two  
five-star hotels in London.

They also blew 
£1,700 for a six-night 
stay at the five-star 

Ritz-Carlton hotel in San 
Francisco for one boss.

And a total of 
£27.70 was spent on 
trainshaped confetti to 
decorate tables at a rail 
conference in 2012.

It is funded by track 
charges, property revenue 
along with government 
funding, which was 
£3.7 billion in 2014.

Destroyed ‘to avoid 
embarassment’
READERS WHO have 
been missing the 
“Edstone” should steel 
themselves for some 
sad news. The two-ton 
slab, brought out to help 
former Labour leader Ed 
Miliband win last year’s 
general election, seems 
ot have been destroyed.

Two party officials 
have claimed that 
it was terminated 
soon after Labour 
lost to avoid “further 
embarrassment”.

They also mentioned 
that the stone had 
cost nearly £8,000. 

But this doesn’t 
appear in the party’s 
accounts in the run-up 
to the election due to 

an “administrative error”.
Items not left off 

include £600 spent 
on chicken suits and 
£4,742 to “produce and 
install pink graphics” 
on a minibus used by 
Harriet Harman.

Carers cut for 
blind people
HEARTLESS Tories 
have scrapped social 
care funding for 12,415 
blind or partially sighted 
pensioners.

It means those who rely 
on help with everyday 
tasks such as getting out 
of bed, cooking, cleaning, 
washing, dressing and 
eating could be left to 
their own devices.

A joint investigation 
by Age UK and the Royal 
National Institute of Blind 
People found that poverty-
stricken over-65s had 
been disproportionately 
affected by the loss of 
public services due to 
cuts.

Around half of all blind 
and partially sighted 
elderly people live alone. 

Hate Mail

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘One has a duty to 
speak up’
Former Tory minister Crispin 
Blunt sticks to his principles 
and defends poppers

‘Price of oven 
gloves to rise… 
after Brussels 
diktat’
Daily Mail headline bemoaning 
safety regulations

‘It is racist to 
whites’
Actor and Oscar nominee 
Charlotte Rampling on a 
campaign to make the Oscars 
more diverse

‘We’re a bunch of 
racists’
Actor Danny DeVito gets closer 
to the truth

‘There is now an 
industry trying 
to profit from 
spurious claims 
lodged against  
our brave 
servicemen’
David Cameron wants to stop 
people suing soldiers. The 
government has paid  
£20 million for mistreatment  
by soldiers so far

‘Infantile and 
deliberately 
misleading’
Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholas 
Mercer, formerly the British 
Army’s top lawyer, on 
Cameron’s claim
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A shortage  
of bankers? 
Troublemaker is worried 
by a skills shortage.
So is Martin Gilbert 
(above), chief executive 
of Aberdeen Asset 
Management. He said 
HSBC and Standard 
Chartered bankswould 
struggle to find new bosses 
without more money.

He said, “There’s 
a shortage of bank 
chairmen. If we ask 
them to work full-time, 
or four out of five days 
a week, they should be 
compensated accordingly.”

Ed and stone in happier times 

ALL FALL

40,000
people with mental 
health problems were 
threatened with having 
their Employment and 
Support Allowance (ESA) 
cut during 2014-15

28,624 
people were incorrectly 
issued with the threat 
according to mental 
health charity Mind

OSBORNE ENJOYING a helicopter ride

£27.70—a bargain



 ‘Tunnel walkers’ in court
THREE REFUGEES appeared 
before a judge at Canterbury 
Crown Court on Thursday of last 
week. They had evaded fences, 
razor wire and police at the 
Calais entrance to the Channel 
Tunnel and walked the 31 miles to 
Britain.

Farein Vahdani and 
Payam Moradi from Iran, 
and Abdul Haroun from 
Sudan, were arrested 
separately last year.

They are charged with 
“obstructing engines or 
carriages on railways” 
under section 36 of the 
1861 Malicious Damage 
Act.

Abdul has been 

granted asylum in Britain. Farein 
and Payam have not.

Supporters of the three filled 
the public gallery in the court and 
held a solidarity protest outside.

Abdul is on bail until 3 March 
when the judge will hear legal 

arguments. Legal 
arguments in the cases of 
Farein and Payam, who 
are being held in prison, 
will be heard on 4 March.

Refugee Help activist 
Kate Adams told 
Socialist Worker, “We 
are determined to see 
justice for all three. 
Refugees should not be 
criminalised.”
kentrefugeehelp.org.uk

 Cardiff red  
 wristbands  
 climbdown
>>>from page one

would be reported to the 
Home Office. 

“We had to walk from 
accommodation about ten 
minutes away to Lynx House 
to get food. 

“Sometimes drivers would 
see our wristbands, and shout 
out of the window, ‘Go back 
to your country.’ 

“Some people made 
terrible remarks to us.”

A few days before it was 
revealed that thousands of 
refugees in Middlesbrough 
are identified by their front 
doors being painted red. 
This has led to some being 
targeted by racists.

Haile Ghebre, an asylum 
seeker there, said the doors 
sent the message that “we’re 
not meant to be in this 
country”.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“I’ve not committed a crime, 
but I’m treated like I have. 
I’m tagged and not allowed 
to leave my own room 
between 8pm and 7am.

Children
“I’m only in Britain because 
I want to be with my three 
children who live here. 

“But I’m seven hours away 
from my oldest son. We’re 
going through hell.”

Elsewhere in Europe 
German authorities have 
started confiscating valuables 
and cash from refugees 
entering the country to make 
them fund their stay. 

In the state of Baden-
Württemberg possessions 
totalling more than £265 will 
be seized by the state. 

That includes family 
jewellery.

The German states are 
following the same brutal 
policy already used in 
Denmark and Switzerland.

We say open the orders 
to all the refugees—and 
treat them like equal human 
beings when they’re here.

 Corbyn visits Calais camp  
 as refugees hold protests 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN in Calais

LABOUR LEADER Jeremy Corbyn 
and shadow cabinet member 
Diane Abbott visited the “jun-
gle” refugee camp in Calais last 
Saturday.

They joined Stand Up to Racism 
activists on a solidarity visit.

Corbyn’s visit was a refreshing 
shift from previous Labour leaders.

He said that “everyone who wants 
to come to Britain and has a connec-
tion” should be able to apply.

Corbyn added, “We’re talking 
3,000 people. It’s not very many.”

A 3,000-strong demonstration of 
mostly refugees marched into the 
centre of Calais chanting, “We are 
not animals” and “No to the jungle”.

The march was called by undocu-
mented migrants’, or “sans papiers”, 
groups and supported by human 
rights organisations, the French New 
Anticapitalist Party and others.

Around 50 refugees forced the Port 
of Calais to close for several hours 
after storming onto a ship.

Conditions at the jungle are 
becoming increasingly desperate. 
Thousands of refugees face a French 
state clampdown supported by 
Britain’s Tory government.

Freezing
In a meeting with Diane Abbott one 
refugee said many have developed 
“jungle flu” and described the freez-
ing conditions they endure every 
night. Others said they had been 
refused health care at local hospitals.

Many risk their lives daily to try 
and get to Britain.

“We face two choices—either die 
slowly here or die faster trying to go 
over there,” Afghan refugee Hameed 
said.

“Last week five people I know 
stowed in the back of a refrigerated 
truck. Three of them died and I have 
not heard about the others.”

French authorities recently 
enforced a clearance of part of the 
camp, forcing refugees to live in ship-
ping containers.

Angry refugees said police cleared 
a lot more than the 100-metre area 
they announced.

Hameed called the new container 
area “a prison” with those living 
there subject to a curfew from 8pm 
to 6am. He said they are being sepa-
rated from the community that has 
developed in the camp.

“I crossed 11 borders in 18 days 
but I've been stuck here for over four 
months,” Hameed said. “We want 
people to help us. A lot of fami-
lies and children are not in a good 

situation. It’s too cold and everyone’s 
health is affected by being here.

“I want people to fight for our right 
to cross the border.”

Some six coaches travelled from 
Paris to join the solidarity march. 
There were also delegations from 
Britain. 

Olivier came on a coach from 
Paris. He said, “We are responsible 
for the refugees with the bombs we 
drop on their countries. 

“We should be welcoming them.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Thousands of refugees are stuck 
in the French port town of Calais
lMost have fled wars often waged 
by governments in the West
lNow they face harsh conditions 
in the ‘jungle’ camp
lBritain’s immigration law makes 
it almost impossible for asylum 
seekers to come here legally
lThis forces refugees to risk their 
lives with dangerous journeys
lSome 26 refugees are known to 
have died in northern France last 
year

Abdul Haroun

REFUGEES AND their supporters marched in Calais last Saturday Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

Holocaust 
Memorial Day—
Nazis Never Again!
lHolocaust memorial 
day—a day to take  
anti-fascism forward
bit.ly/1S5pjxH
lHolocaust survivor 
warns, ‘Don’t let Nazis 
tell their lies’  
bit.ly/1NutTxl
lHolocaust survivor 
Esther Brunstein speaks 
out—‘I have a mission to 
bear witness’
bit.ly/1Sef88jwww.uaf.org.uk
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WHAT WE THINK

On the protest in Vienna

STATE REPRESSION
 Athens migrants speak out  
 after dozens more die at sea
DOZENS OF people 
died on Friday of 
last week as their 
wooden boats sank off 
the coasts of Greek 
islands. 

They included 
whole families fleeing 
Syria’s civil war.

Refugees in Athens 
told Socialist Worker 
they too had risked 
death on the seas.

For Ashraf from 
Morocco the crossing 
took three attempts. 
“The first time we 
were stopped by 
Turkish police,” he 
said.

“The second time 
our dinghy began to 
deflate two kilometres 
out to sea. The mafia 
who run the crossing 
use old boats, often 
with holes in.”

Zakaria from 
Algeria said, “I saw 
two dinghies go down. 
There were about 
80 people—families, 
children, ordinary 

people. They didn’t 
stand a chance.”

Governments have 
made the journey 
more difficult and 
dangerous—but this 
hasn’t stopped people 
coming.

Keder, whose 
father was killed in 
Algeria, explained, 
“The crossing was 
terrible. But we need 
to find somewhere we 

can live in peace and 
freedom.

“In our countries 
we aren’t safe. So I 
preferred to risk death 
on the water than 
stay at home waiting 
for it.”

Some refugees 
described how they 
had suffered beatings 
from racists in Greece.
For a longer version see 
bit.ly/1PfMbI8

Refugees in Athens  Picture: Guy Smallman

 New clampdown in Austria  
 sparks an anti-racist protest
PROTESTERS took to 
the streets of Vienna 
on Wednesday of last 
week as Austria’s 
government began a 
new clampdown on 
refugees.

The first 500 
troops were sent to 
the border, where 
they aim to seal off all 
but one of the points 
where refugees enter 
the country. 

And the 
government also 
announced a cap on 

the number of people 
it will grant asylum to 
this year.

Around 700 

people attended the 
protest outside the 
Chancellory building 
in Vienna. It was 
called by the Platform 
for a Humane Asylum 
Policy.

Organiser David 
Albrich told Socialist 
Worker, “It was bigger 
than we expected. 

“And people were 
absolutely clear that 
we have to smash this 
cap.”
For a longer version see 
bit.ly/1PfN43C

 Racist rhetoric in France 
FRENCH prime 
minister Manuel Valls 
claimed last week 
that refugees coming 
into Europe were 
threatening “the very 
idea of Europe”.

Valls said that 
if Europe did not 
control its borders 
“our societies will be 
totally destabilised”. 

The racist 
comments conjured 
up an image of Europe 
being overrun by 
threatening foreigners. 
Valls referred to 
sexual assaults in 

Cologne, Germany, on 
New Year’s Eve that 
have been attributed 
to migrants.

He said, “We know 
clearly that after the 
Cologne incidents that 
with the continuous 
flow—not only to 
Germany but the 
countries of Northern 
Europe, Austria, the 
Balkans—that we are 
confronted with this 
influx, that’s why we 
need to find practical 
solutions for our 
borders.”

Governments 

across Europe have 
for months refused 
to help hundreds 
of thousands of 
desperate refugees. 

Anger at refugees’ 
plight has pressured 
them to act.

The Tories face 
demands from 
charities and others to 
allow unaccompanied 
Syrian refugee  
children into Britain. 

Yet David Cameron 
has said he won’t 
make a statement on 
the issue until next 
month at the earliest.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

SHANKILL BOMB BLOWS 
COVER OF STATE TERROR

 E
XTRAORDINARY new 
revelations this week 
show that a notorious 
bombing by Irish 
Republicans was planned 

and overseen by a British agent.
Ten people died in the Shankill 

bombing in Belfast in 1993.
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 

men Thomas Begley and Sean 
Kelly walked into Frizzell’s 
fishmongers on the Shankill 
Road with orders to clear it of 
customers and then detonate a 
bomb. It was aimed at Loyalist 
paramilitaries believed to be 
meeting upstairs.

But the Ulster Defence 
Association (UDA) terror group 
leaders conveniently escaped. 
The bomb instead killed shoppers 
and one of the bombers as it was 
being carried into the shop.

Secret documents stolen by the 
IRA during a break-in at police 
headquarters in 2002 show that a 
British agent known as AA plotted 
the bombing. 

AA had extensively briefed his 
MI5 and Special Branch handlers 
on the attack. 

In the week following the 
bombing, Loyalist paramilitaries 
killed 14 people in a series of 
attacks. These included the attack 

on the Rising Sun bar in Greysteel, 
County Derry. Six Catholics and 
two Protestants were killed.

The Shankill evidence says that 
the British state at the very least 
allowed bombing of civilians to 
exert pressure on a faction of the 
IRA. 

And AA may have had custody 
of the bomb the night before 
the attack, allowing time for the 
device to be rigged to blow up his 
comrades.

Sectarian bigotry is a crucial 
part of the set up in Northern 
Ireland.  The British state boasts 
of bringing “democracy” to 
the North, but it outdid the 
paramilitaries in terror.

Sectarianism is not inherent to 

Northern Ireland. It was created 
and fostered from the outside. 

Ever since the state was 
created by British imperialism, 
it has been characterised by 
repression, sectarianism and 
grinding poverty. Catholics faced 
systematic discrimination.

In response to increased 
violent repression, the IRA began 
a military campaign against the 
British occupation in the 1970s.

The state colluded, encouraged 
and carried out a series of attacks 
and atrocities to try and keep 
control. 

Beyond the repression carried 
out by British troops, they 
repeatedly helped Loyalist murder 
gangs in Northern Ireland. 

A secret unit of the British 
Army, the Force Research 
Unit, along with the police 
supplied names, addresses and 
photographs of Catholic targets 
to Loyalist paramilitaries.

The activities of the agents 
were discussed at the highest 
levels of the British government.

The British occupation of 
Northern Ireland was repressive 
and murderous. 

The full truth about that—and 
all the British state’s imperial 
horrors—is still covered up.

TURN ANGER INTO ACTION
 THE TORIES face huge 

problems, but they are 
getting away with murder.

Every day they unveil new ways 
to defend and enrich the noxious 
tax-dodging, bonus-grabbing, 
power-hoarding elite they stand 
for.  And they ram through 
measures that will make working 
class people’s lives much worse.

We need to turn the tide. As 
the sorry fate of steel workers 
shows, not marching and striking 
guarantees desperate defeat. The 
trade union leaders need to be 

pushed to organise real resistance. 
And the Labour Party shadow 

cabinet must be pressured to 
follow leader Jeremy Corbyn 
and shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell’s promise to back all 
strikes.

If the junior doctors strike on 
Wednesday 10 February they will 
have massive support.

If the Tube workers had struck 
this week they would have shut 
down London and shown how the 
Tories can be repulsed.

Again and again local struggles 

win genuine gains, but there is no 
echo of this at a national level.

Millions would cheer clear 
victories. Success for the doctors 
could ignite a much broader fight 
for the NHS.

Real resistance to the Trade 
Union Bill would show that what 
the Tories propose in parliament 
can be opposed.

In every workplace we need 
more Socialist Worker readers 
to fight Islamophobia, support 
refugees, resist every cut—and 
build networks of struggle.

The activities of 
the agents were 
discussed at the 
highest levels of 
government

‘‘ 

 Protesters  
 rage over  
 treatment  
 of refugees
Protests at the EU border showed 
the anger at anti-migrant policies, 
reports Dave Sewell from Greece

ANTI-RACISTS FROM all over 
Greece marched on the border 
with Turkey last Sunday demand-
ing safe passage for refugees. 

The European Union has built a 
concrete and razor wire fence there. 

Refugees’ only way in is to cross 
the Aegean Sea, where almost 4,000 
people have died in the past year.

Hundreds marched through the 
village of Kastanies chanting, “Bring 
down the fence, open the border”. 

Riot cops blocked the road, but 
had no choice except to let a delega-
tion through. 

Costas Papadakis of anti-capital-
ist left group Antarsya was one of 
them. “We’re saying no to a policy 
of drowned children,” he told the 
crowd.

Locals joined a noisy march 
around the coastal town of 
Alexandroupolis in icy tempera-
tures. The town’s municipal theatre 
hosted its first ever mass political 
rally that evening.

Activists from the island of 
Lesvos wore life jackets and carried 
giant cardboard wire cutters and 
chanted, “No borders, no nations, 
safe transportation.” 

They have seen the effects of the 
fence first hand.

Efi Latsoudi told Socialist Worker, 
“Some 2,500 people arrived just 
yesterday. It’s desperate—the cold 
is extreme and its effects are severe. 

“Many of those who died in the 
last week were killed by the cold.”

Abandoned
Like thousands of ordinary Greeks, 
Efi has been organising to provide 
food, healthcare and shelter for ref-
ugees abandoned by the state. 

But she said, “That isn’t enough. 
It’s a political decision to let these 
people die. 

“We have to change that policy 
and get them safe passage.”

Blockades of major roads by 
farmers fighting taxes and pension 
cuts made it harder to reach Evros 
County. 

A convoy of protesters arrived at 
one blockade just before farmers 
shut the road. Activists got off the 

bus to talk to them and chanted slo-
gans of unity. They were let through.

Many delegations came from 
workplaces—including schools, 
hospitals, government buildings 
and the Athens metro. 

There were people who volun-
teer in refugee camps, activists who 
originally came to Greece as refu-
gees and many students too.

At the Kipi border crossing, Greek 
activists crossed over for a joint 
meeting with their Turkish com-
rades who had marched in Istanbul 
the day before.

Union branches and campaigns 
welcomed the demonstrations in 
each town.

In Orestias, local activist Theodis 
Ferentidis called the fence a 
“monstrosity”.

He added, “This fence is a symbol 
of death, of the drownings we see 
every day on the news. 

“We will never get used to seeing 
them—and we will never accept this 
murderous fence.”

Many in the region are descended 
from ethnic Greeks expelled from 
Turkey a century ago. As Costas 
Aslanoglou of the teachers’ union 
in Alexandroupolis said, “We know 
what it is to be refugees.”

On other pages...
Could Bernie Sanders be a red in 
the White House? >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Anti-racist protests took place 
along Greece’s border with 
Turkey last Sunday
lThe protests took place two 
days after dozens of refugees 
died off the Greek coast
lProtesters are demanding that 
fences are brought down to let 
refugees travel safely
lThe demonstrations were 
boosted by trade union support
lActivists are preparing for 
an international day of action 
against racism on 19 March

PROTESTERS IN Alexandroupolis demand action to protect refugees Pictures: Guy smallman

 Union support boosts demonstrations
LAST WEEKEND’S protests in 
Greece were the biggest these 
areas have seen.

Trade union support was 
vital to funding transport, food, 
venues and accommodation to 
make the action possible. The 
rail workers’ union helped slash 
the cost of a train from Athens. 

Over 100 union bodies gave 
support, from national umbrella 
organisations to local branches.

This involved thousands of 
workers beyond those who were 
able to go.

Civil service worker Stavroula 
told Socialist Worker, “Getting 
support at work was easy. Not 
everyone could come, but the 
union contributed financially 
and sent a delegation.”

This feeds into building for a 
mass demonstration in Athens 
against racism and fascism on 
Saturday 19 March. 

The march comes at the 
same time as a wave of strikes 
against massive cuts to pensions 
contained in Greece’s latest 
“memorandum” of austerity. For 
many activists the struggles are 
linked. Marchers chanted, “Bring 
down fences, not our pensions”.

Anti-racist coalition Keerfa 
called the weekend of action. 

Keerfa coordinator Petros 
Constantinou said, “This is 
only the beginning. We will 
bring down the fence and the 
memorandum. 

“And the next step will be the 
protests on 19 March.” Protester wears a life jacket

FIGURE IT OUT
 26  people are known 

to have died outside 
Britain’s border in 
northern France last 
year

 9.2  million pounds was 
spent on security in 
the Eurotunnel in the 
first half of last year, 
including fences, 
cameras and guards 

 1  million refugees 
entered Europe last 
year. Some 3,770 died 
trying to reach safety

 ‘Policies are killing people’
NATASHA Tsangarides 
joined the protest in 
Evros.

She told Socialist 
Worker, “European 
immigration policy is 
killing people. I work 
with refugees at Pikpa 
camp on the island of 
Lesvos. 

“They come out of 
the water in a terrible 
state—cold, wet, 
hypothermic and with 
medical problems.

“People are 

drowning in the 
Aegean Sea. Yet there 
is a safe land crossing 

right here—but it’s 
closed.

“For the first time 
border fences are 
being re-erected even 
inside the EU’s ‘free 
movement’ Schengen 
space. A proper 
alternative needs to 
be created.

“We’re protesting to 
demand a quick and 
easy solution—open 
the land border to 
stop the preventable 
deaths.”

Natasha Tsangarides

If you liked this issue of Socialist 
Worker, why not subscribe? 

You’ll receive 20 pages of news, 
analysis and political debate 
every week for just £5 a month

For more details phone
020 7840 5601 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk

NO TO  RACISM
NO TO WAR

THE WORLD was horrified by shootings and suicide bombings that killed at least 129 people in Paris on Friday of last week.
Our sympathy is with the victims and their families and 

friends. Now French president Francois Hollande is taking advantage of the fear and grief to launch a clampdown at home—and more bombing in Syria.David Cameron wants to do the same in Britain. He’s hiring 

more spooks to spy on us. He wants cops to “shoot to kill” on our streets. Despite aus-terity for public services, he’s found an extra £2 billion for the SAS. 
And not sat isf ied with 

bombing Iraq again, he’s desper-ate to join the bombing of Syria too. But Isis is the product of the West’s wars and racism. More of the same is no solu-tion. It will only bring more injustice, violence and death.

Full coverage pages 2,3,4,5,6

   

REFUGEE CRISIS

FRIENDS WITH TWO FACES
Photographer Guy Smallman  meets the refugees arriving at Europe’s shores . Dave Sewell exposes how European Union leaders are responsible for the continuing crisis>>Pages  10&11

Trade union leaders talked a good fight against the Tories’ new bill, but never delivered one. Raymie Kiernan looks at why—and what we can do about it  >>Pages  14&15

£1  |  No 2480  |  21 November 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  
EXCLUSIVE

Moazzam 
Begg says 
resist ‘the  
state of fear’  
Moazzam Begg was a detainee in Guantanamo Bay. He spoke to Socialist Worker about the aftermath of the Paris attacks

“ONCE AGAIN Muslims are being blamed for the actions of people we reject. It’s as if we have to continually condemn something we don’t agree with, committed by people we have never known.
The self-censorship we have to put on ourselves says we shouldn’t comment on what caused Isis to become so deadly. It means we feel we can’t talk about the reality—if you are bombing a country you can expect something to happen. 

This is what the security services have said all along. The likelihood of terrorist reprisals goes up because you are in a bombing campaign.If you say these things, people think you are making a justification. You’re not because you know people who have been butchered by Isis. But because they are from the Muslim world, nobody really cares.What would happen if the three million Muslims in Britain sat down together and had a big condemning session? It wouldn’t prevent Isis attacks. Isis doesn’t care what Muslims in Europe think, it is responding to what it sees as an assault on itself. I think it’s important that everyone expresses sympathy with the victims in Paris. We should stand with them and their families, but not with the >>continued on page 2

Moazzam Begg

AFTER THE PARIS ATTACKS

TORIES’CALAISSHAME

They fled poverty, tyranny and war. But so far 24 refugees have died at Britain’s border this year because David Cameron won’t let them in

OPEN THE BORDER NOW

THE MUSLIM graveyardnear the ‘jungle’ refugeecamp in Calais where manyrefugees are buried PICTURE: JULIEN JAULIN/HANS LUCAS

The story ofthe ‘Hurricane’ 

Why fascism is amovement of despair  

The ideology is more  than authoritarianism combined with racism >>Pages 14&15Unwrapped >>Pages 10&11 &11

£1  |  No 2484  |  19 December 2015  | socialistworker.co.uk  

HEALTH SERVICE
NHS students plan national demo to defend bursaries

TORY HEALTH secretary Jeremy Hunt faces a fresh revolt as NHS students organise to defend their bursaries.The Tories plan to axe bursaries for student nurses, midwives and others.But momentum is growing for a national demonstration on 9 January. 
>>Page 7

SYRIA

Protesters vow to stop hypocrite Cameron's war
UP TO 5,000 people marched through central London in protest at Britain bombing Syria last Saturday.Stop the War groups and trade union branches mobilised for the protest. Many of those marching also condemned the Islamophobia that has come with with the war drive.>>Pages 4&5

FRANCE
The fascist Front National grabs a record vote

THE FASCIST Front National (FN) won its highest ever vote last Sunday in the second round of France’s regional elections.Some 6.82 million people backed the FN—almost one in six eligible voters. It came first in swathes of constituencies. >>Page 8

 Get Socialist Worker 
 every week

5NEWS & COMMENT 4
Socialist Worker  30 January 2016Socialist Worker  30 January 2016



ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Turmoil shows up 
recovery’s problems
SINCE THE start of the year the stock markets have been 
going crazy. At one point global share prices were  
20 percent below the high they reached last year. Some 
£2.8 trillion was wiped off shares.

Towards the end of last week the markets recovered. Does 
this mean we have witnessed one of those gyrations that 
sometimes affect securities markets but that have no wider 
meaning? The short answer is no.

The selloff reflected the two main forces that pulled the 
world economy out of the Great Recession of 2008-9. The first 
was action by the central banks. They took unprecedented 
measures, slashing interest rates to zero or near-zero levels 
and pumping money into the financial system through 
quantitative easing (QE).

Whether QE actually prevented the Great Recession 
becoming another Great Depression is highly disputed. But 
the most powerful central bank—the Federal Reserve Board 
(or Fed) in the US—has come under growing pressure to 
start raising interest rates from free-marketeers who argue 
that QE will lead to hyper-inflation.

In December 2015 the Fed gave way. Chair Jane Yellen 
announced an interest rate rise of 0.25 percent. She 
explained that the US was growing strongly enough to 
suggest the economy was “normalising”.

Many quite mainstream economists dispute this. They 
point out that the US growth rate is much lower than it was 
before the financial crash of 2007-8.

In any case, QE and low interest rates have made financial 
markets dependent on very cheap money. The Fed’s rate 
rise, indicating that the tap was being shut, was bound to be 
destabilising.

The chief investment officer of Times Warner Cable wrote 
last week, “The Fed has ignored Mr Market for a very long 
time and he has felt neglected and marginalised. Don’t be 
too surprised if his anger upends the best laid plans of mice 
and Fed.” 

Splendid
This remark, treating the financial markets as a person, is a 
splendid illustration of the revolutionary Karl Marx’s claim 
that “the capital relation reaches its most externalised and 
fetishised form” in the financial markets.

The second force ending the Great Recession was China. 
The Chinese government instructed the banks to lend on a 
massive scale, fuelling a huge debt-fuelled investment boom 
that inevitably spilled over into property and stock market 
bubbles.

Now Beijing is trying to wean the Chinese economy off 
its dependence on high investment in export industries 
and orient it more on domestic demand. This isn’t going 
well, partly thanks to bungles by the financial authorities 
that contributed to two stock market crashes in August and 
January. 

Controls have been imposed to stop capital flight—nearly 
$700 billion fled China last year. Capital more generally 
is shunning “emerging market” economies that heavily 
borrowed the cheap money created by the Fed.

Then there is the collapse in the oil price. This is partly a 
consequence of China’s slowdown, which is cutting global 
demand for raw materials of all kinds. But it also reflects 
Saudi Arabia’s refusal to cut oil production in order to 
maintain the price. 

The Saudi oil minister has made it clear that this is 
intended to squeeze the US shale oil and gas industry. This 
has expanded hugely in the past few years but its high costs 
make it vulnerable to a falling oil price. 

When the price started to drop economic commentators 
cheered, claiming that lower energy and fuel costs would 
encourage consumers to spend. But, as often heavily 
indebted oil and gas companies cut back on investment and 
lay workers off, this has negative ripple effects on the rest 
of the economy. Fears about the oil price contributed to the 
share selloff.

The recovery in share prices was largely in response to 
hints by Mario Draghi, president of the European Central 
Bank (ECB), on Thursday of last week that the ECB might 
take further steps to stimulate the eurozone economy. So 
“Mr Market” continues to lean on the crutch provided by the 
central banks. Welcome to the new normal.

 Tories’ Islamophobic agenda  
 sparks anger and resistance
by  TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

ANGER AGAINST the 
Tor i es ’  I s l amophob ic 
“Prevent” strategy is grow-
ing in the face of a right 
wing witch hunt.

Up to 200 people joined a 
meeting against Islamophobia 
in Birmingham Central 
Mosque on Thursday of last 
week. Labour councillor 
Muhammad Afzal condemned 
David Cameron’s government 
as Islamophobic and criticised 
Prevent. 

Stand Up to Racism in 
Newham, east London, 
launched a statement against 
Prevent in December that sent 
out ripples of resistance. 

Tahir Talati, chair of 
Muslim charity Mend in 
Newham, was one of the 
signatories. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“We launched a local state-
ment to try and get the coun-
cil to talk to us. 

“But it became popular—
people in other places are 
organising around it.”

Attacked
The right wing press is target-
ing key activists who signed it. 
The Daily Telegraph newspa-
per attacked the NUT teach-
ers’ union for “colluding” 
with “Islamic extremists”. 

It singled out NUT rep Rob 
Ferguson for “orchestrat-
ing a campaign with Mend 
to discredit Prevent”. It also 
attacked NUT executive 
member Alex Kenny. 

The Sun newspaper joined 
the racist bandwagon on 
Monday of this week. 

Moazzam Begg, a former 
Guantanamo Bay prisoner 
and director of detainee’ 
rights organisation Cage, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
Telegraph is  attacking 

someone for speaking out 
against Prevent because it is a 
right wing newspaper defend-
ing the government.

“Rob simply said what ordi-
nary people, including some 
senior figures, think about 
Prevent.”

Tahir said, “It’s a pathetic 
and nasty attack on Rob. They 
seem to suggest it was some 
sort of collusion, but the letter 
was no secret.”

The statement had broad 
support, including from local 
imams, trade unionists and 
leading Green Party and NUS 
students’ union figures. 

Anti-racists and those who 
believe in the right to speak 
out against government policy 
should defend Rob and all 
those witch hunted.

The NUT said, “The NUT 
makes no apology for raising 
legitimate concerns about the 
operation of and training for 
the Prevent strategy.”

The Counter Terrorism 
and Security Act 2015 legally 
forces public sector work-
ers to spy for signs of “radi-
calisation”. The Tories claim 
it’s about “safeguarding”—in 
reality it targets Muslims. 

A ten year old boy in 
Lancashire was pulled out of 

class on Tuesday of last week 
for misspelling “terraced 
house” as “terrorist house”. 

The liberal Observer news-
paper wrung its hands last 
Sunday arguing Prevent was 
“far from perfect” but that 
there is no alternative. 

In fact the “imperfec-
tions” are the logical conse-
quence of state-sponsored 
Islamophobia. 

The Tories are ramping 
up Islamophobia to try and 
divide working class people.

Moazzam said, “They don’t 
recognise what causes ‘radi-
calisation’, but evidence shows 
that it’s British forces abroad, 
wars and Prevent itself is a 
self-fulfilling prophesy.

“All the attacks need to be 
responded to as the nonsense 
they are.”

MARCHING AGAINST racism and Islamophobia in 2015 
(above) Moazzam Begg (left)  Pictures: Guy smallman

 Muslims mock Cameron’s racism
MUSLIM WOMEN took 
to social media to mock 
Tory David Cameron’s 
racist and sexist slur that 
they are “traditionally 
submissive”. 

Shelina Janmohamed 
tweeted, “Actually, 
my husband runs my 
Twitter feed because 
I can’t speak English 
#traditionallysubmissive.” 

Cameron made the 
claim last week when 
announcing plans that 
Muslim migrant women 
could face deportation if 
they didn’t improve their 
English.

Muslim women 

slammed the policy in last 
week’s Socialist Worker. 

Thousands have now 
mocked the policy on 
Twitter.

Nicole Correri 
tweeted, “We shall lift 
up our sisters ourselves 
because we are not 
#TraditionallySubmissive.” 

David Cameron is trying 
to pose as standing up for 
women’s rights to justify 
the Tories’ new imperialist 
war. 

David Cameron

On other pages...
Waging war in the name of women 
>>Pages 14&15

IN THIS WEEK

 1972
14 civilians killed 
by British state
BRITISH troops killed  
14 civil rights marchers 
in Derry.

It exposed the 
brutality at the heart 
of the British state and 
how its cover-ups have 
always been a central 
part of British imperial 
policy.
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 Tensions pull Labour left  
 group in two directions
by CHARLIE KIMBER

MOMENTUM, THE network set 
up to organise Jeremy Corbyn 
supporters, holds its first national 
meeting on 6 February. 

Its debates will mirror wider dis-
cussions about how to sustain the 
movement that swept Corbyn into 
the Labour leadership.

Momentum has held dozens 
of meetings across Britain. It has 
built up a formidable database of 
contacts. 

It says that over 30,000 of its sup-
porters used the Momentum lobby 
tool to email their MPs, urging them 
to vote against bombing Syria. It 
also mobilised people to campaign 
in the Oldham West by-election.

But now there are sharp debates 
about the way forward.  

 One grouping sees Momentum 
as an instrument to work inside the 
Labour Party, pushing policy left-
wards and securing more MPs and 
councillors who back Corbyn.

This group fears that “distract-
ing” campaigning issues will get 
in the way of the focus on Labour 
structures. And it worries that the 
Tory press will raise a furore about 
“Trotskyists” flooding into Labour. 

Enthusiasm
A “Labour-only” approach risks 
Momentum becoming inactive and 
repels the enthusiasm that helped 
Corbyn win. People want activity, 
not bureaucratic wrangling. 

There are already signs of this in 
some areas where Momentum held 
an initial meeting but very little has 
happened since. 

In Birmingham the first meet-
ing had 100 people, but there were 
attacks on people outside Labour. 

The second of around 50 people 
started with the chair reading a 
ruling about only Labour members 
being on the national committee. 

This led to a protracted inter-
nal debate. By the time the vote 
was taken only 20 people were in 
the room. And, restricted to Labour 
Party members, only 12 were 
allowed to vote 

 Another group hopes Momentum 
can become a broader social move-
ment. In many areas this is the 
approach. 

At a recent meeting of 50 people 
in Hackney, east London, there 
was widespread support for the  
19 March anti-racist demonstration 
and solidarity with refugees. 

In a Sheffield Momentum meet-
ing people inside and outside 
Labour united to put forward plans 
to build the anti-Trident demonstra-
tion on 27 February.

A meeting in Tower Hamlets, 
east London, last week agreed that 
delegates to Momentum’s national 
committee should say East London 
Momentum wants to include people 

outside Labour.
In Lambeth, south London, 

Momentum recently passed a 
motion by 40 votes to four with 
seven abstentions. 

It said it was “deeply concerned 
at the attempt to narrow democracy 
in Momentum by excluding of non-
Labour Party activists”. 

And it feared that this would 
“destroy the concept of Momentum 
as a  broad,  act iv is t  social 
movement”.

Social ist  Worker support-
ers attend Momentum meetings 
because we want to cooperate in 
campaigns against austerity, war 
and racism. 

We also want to help defend 
Corbyn against the Tories, their 
pliant media and the Labour right.

Corbyn will be sustained by the 
movement in the streets and the 
workplaces, not by manoeuvres. 
Without more struggle the pressure 
to compromise with the right will 
grow stronger.

MANY PEOPLE who want to see change celebrated Jeremy Corbyn’s election victory Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Trade unions for Corbyn 
MARK SERWOTKA, general 
secretary of the PCS union, 
told a rally of the Trade 
Union Coordinating Group 
last November that there 
were discussions about a 
Trade Union Momentum. 

It was hoped this “would 
bring together trade unionists 
in the Labour Party and 
outside it to support Jeremy 
and anti-austerity policies”. 

Serwotka said, “We want 
everyone to come together, 
and if that movement is led 
by the trade unions, we don’t 
have to be mealy mouthed.

“We don’t have to 
mind our ps and qs. 

“We can say, ‘We support 
Jeremy, we support John and 

we support everyone who is 
fighting against austerity’.”

Such a development 
would be wholly welcome.

It could push for Labour 
to back strikes such as that 
of the junior doctors. 

And it could throw its 
weight behind resistance that 
defies the anti-union laws.

It could add its support 
to those who think Jeremy 
Corbyn is right about refugees. 

It would boost those who 
think that Labour policy must 
never again be dictated by fear 
of the Daily Mail newspaper 
and the rest of the right 
wing press. And who reject 
a Ukip-lite belief that says 
migration is a problem.

TRIDENT
Democracy row 
looms at the top
LABOUR’S NATIONAL Executive 
Committee (NEC) was set to 
meet this week. 

Deep divisions are expected 
as Jeremy Corbyn’s supporters 
seek to democratise the  
policymaking process.

One set of proposals is tabled 
by a founder of Momentum. 

It calls for a NEC policy 
and coordination committee 
to “oversee and coordinate 
all aspects of the party’s 
policymaking process”. 

The Labour left hopes this 
will enable the launch of a quick 
process to involve the wider 
membership in issues such as 
Trident renewal. 

They hope this will bypass 
the MPs who overwhelmingly 
oppose Corbyn.

Hierarchy
At stake is whether the 400,000 
Labour members determine 
policy or whether the party 
hierarchy, the MPs and the 
shadow cabinet decide.

Some 20 of the 31 shadow 
cabinet members back Trident 
renewal according to responses 
to a Telegraph newspaper 
survey this week. 

There will be opposition to 
taking power over party  
policy-making from where it is 
at present.

Bex Bailey, a representative 
of Young Labour on the NEC, 
said, “I am completely opposed 
to any move to centralise 
policymaking powers to the NEC 
or to Labour party conference”. 

She added, “If we are serious 
about regaining public trust in 
the Labour party and politics 
more widely, we should allow 
our parliamentarians to get 
on with the job they are in 
Westminster for.”

Leaving it to the MPs means 
blocking the Corbyn surge and 
stopping real policy change on a 
host of issues.

STOP 
TRIDENT 

DEMO
Saturday 27 February 

12 noon
central London

Called by Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament www.cnduk.org
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 Unemployed   
 uprising on  
 the streets  
 of Tunisia  
Five years since revolution brought 
down the Tunisian dictator Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali, mass protests have 
returned writes Jaouhar Tounsi
PROTESTS BEGAN in the gover-
norate of Kasserine on Saturday 
16 January after Ridha Yahyaoui 
was electrocuted. He died after 
climbing a pole to address a rally 
of unemployed workers. 

Yahyaoui was one of seven unem-
ployed graduates who were denied 
employment after organising a sit-in 
last year.

Salem Ayari, the secretary-gen-
eral of the United Unemployed 
Graduates Organisation, said that 
Yahyaoui “had recently discovered 
that his name had been pulled from 
the list of files to be handed to the 
prime minister to regularise their 
situation. 

“The list was modified and 
manipulated without consultation 
with the mayor or the deputy who 
were taking care of the matter.”

When the government tried 
to end the movement by offer-
ing concessions to Kasserine and 
promising to create 5,000 jobs,  
unemployed workers in other cities 
across Tunisia joined the movement. 

When the state used repression 
and violence, protests escalated into 
clashes with the police. 

Alight
Protesters reportedly blocked roads 
and set a police station alight.

Protests spread across southern 
and western Tunisia to the capital, 
Tunis, and within days to the entire 
country. 

The protests have spread even 
more quickly than those in 2010-
11. That shows that none of the 
grievances that sparked the revolu-
tionary struggle five years ago have 
been resolved.

The Tunisian interior ministry 
declared a nationwide curfew on 
Friday of last week. 

The president, government, 
mainstream politicians and the 
media all pretended to be sympa-
thetic to the unemployed. 

But they attacked “infiltrators” 
active in the protests who were 
looting and burning public and pri-
vate property. The Tunisian General 

Labour Union (UGTT) called dem-
onstrators’ demands “legitimate”, 
then proposed deploying UGTT 
members around state buildings to 
protect them from “looters”. 

With no political leadership 
that could call for strikes to take 
the uprising forward the confron-
tations seem to have been tamed 
for now. 

The Ministry of the Interior has 
announced the arrest of 261 indi-
viduals for looting and 84 for  
breaking curfew. Some 109 security 
officers were injured.

Members of the organised left 
have led some protests. But many 
participants say they don’t trust pol-
itics and they are simply demanding 
jobs from the government. 

The left hasn’t been able yet to 
reach wide sections of the working 
class.

Brought
The uprising brought to the surface 
once again the anger and suffering 
of wide sections of society. 

It confirmed the government’s 
failure to curb the economic crisis 
and its devastating effect on peo-
ple’s lives. 

The Tunisian ruling class has 
failed to meet the fundamental 
social needs of working people.

The wave of discontent is far 
from over.  

Revolutionaries need to link 
workers’ struggles with the unem-
ployed demands for jobs and social 
justice to be able to fight effectively 
against the ruling class.

BACK STORY
The Arab Spring began in 
Tunisia in December 2010
lProtests began after street 
vendor Mohamed Bouazizi set 
himself alight following police 
harassment
lDictator Zine El Abidine Ben 
Ali was forced to stand down and 
flee the country after 23 years in 
office

 Egyptian crackdown on activists  
 on fifth anniversary of revolution
by COLM BRYCE 

SECURITY FORCES in Egypt 
targeted activists and critics of 
the military regime in the run-up 
to the fifth anniversary of the 
2011 revolution on Monday. 

Dr Taher Mokhtar is one of 
many seized from their homes or 
the streets by police. 

He is a leading activist in the 
Egyptian Doctor’s Union and a 
revolutionary socialist. 

Taher was a well-known figure 
on doctors’ picket lines during 
their national strikes in 2011, 
2012 and 2014. 

He is also a campaigner for 
prisoners’ rights to health care 
and treatment in custody. 

Since General el-Sisi’s military 
coup of 2013, thousands of 
political activists have been 
imprisoned and hundreds have 
been sentenced to death.

Many others face long prison 
sentences, or months and years 
in prison without trial.

Taher faces charges of 
“possessing publications calling 
for the overthrow of the regime” 
following his arrest on  

14 January along with two of his 
flatmates.  

He has also been accused 
of calling for protests on the 
uprising’s coming anniversary. 

Lawyer Malek Adly said that 
Taher has been accused of 
participating in violent clashes 
following “the January events”. 

The doctor answered his 
interrogators that he indeed 
participated in the January 
Revolution and that it was not a 
crime.

In an act of solidarity posted 
with the #I_ participated_in_
January_Revolution hashtag on 
Twitter and Facebook. 

They stressed that taking part 
in the 2011 protests that led to 
the removal of former president 
Hosni Mubarak was not a crime.

Pride
Within days the hashtag had 
come to dominate social media. 

Tens of thousands of people 
have shown solidarity with 
Taher and recalled their pride 
at having participated in the 
revolution. 

Taher has been a leading 
voice campaigning for prisoners’ 

rights and was prominent in the 
campaign for justice for Khaled 
Said. 

Khaled was the young 
Alexandrian activist whose 
brutal death at the hands of 
the police sparked the protests 
which led to the 2011 revolution. 

He has spoken out against the 
repression of opposition across 
the political spectrum.

A group of public figures have 
also signed a press statement 
entitled “I participated in the 
January revolution”.

This condemns the detention 
of Taher and expresses the 
signatories’ pride in having 
participated in the revolution.

The statement denounced 
turning participation in 
the revolt into an “official 
charge” in public prosecution 
investigations. 

“What we have said 
repeatedly and was later proven 
by the regime, its laws and 
official bodies is that you are 
either with the regime or with 
the January revolution.”

The crackdown has sparked  
international anger—sign a solidarity 
statement at bit.ly/239ZJLw

‘Revolution is ongoing as life and dreams are ongoing. It does not stop for 
a person, and sooner or later, in our lives or in the lives of those who come 
after us, our revolution will be completed, because people deserve better, 
and ugliness, no matter how much it tries to disguise itself, will eventually 
reveal its real face’
Part of a letter from prison by Mahienour el-Massry (above centre), who recently spent her 30th birthday in 
prison as she serves a 15-month sentence on charges of “storming” a police station in 2013 during the rule 
of Muslim Brotherhood president Mohamed Morsi. Go to on.fb.me/1pzAxdd

Egypt
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Stand up to 
union leaders 
WE NOW have the stupid 
idea of having a nuclear 
submarine fleet without 
any nuclear weapons.

That’s because Jeremy 
Corbyn hasn’t got the 
balls to tell the union 
leaders to piss off.

John Bossano 
on Facebook

Sock it to 
Cameron
I WAS collecting clothes 
for Calais refugees. 

The late actor Alan 
Rickman sent a message 
asking if he could include 
an odd sock. 

He proposed stuffing 
the other one down 
David Cameron’s throat.

Jim Nichol 
East London

No welcome 
for new Israeli 
LET’S WELCOME Israel’s 
incoming ambassador 
Mark Regev by 
escalating the boycott, 
divestment and sanctions 
movement in March. 

Regev was an Israeli 
spokesperson, well 
known for his attempted 
justifications on 
television of the bloody 
bombings of Gaza. 

He presented 
atrocities and war crimes 
as Israel’s search for 
“peace”. 

Now no doubt Regev 
will use his new post to 
increase Israeli/British 
arms deals. 

We have to stop him.
Miriam Scharf

East London  

DUP is still a 
sexist party 
ARLENE FOSTER may be 
the Democratic Unionist 
Party’s first woman 
leader.   

But her colleague 
Edwin Poots reminded 
her that her most 
important jobs were 
as a “wife, mother and 
daughter”. 

John Shemeld
Nottingham

Fight cuts to 
GP services 
WE’VE LAUNCHED a 
campaign against our 
local GP practice in 
Huddersfield being cut 
by 44 percent over the 
next three years.  

Over 40 percent of 
surgeries nationally also 
face cuts. There is the 
potential for a national 
campaign. 

Martin Jones
Huddersfield

A lesson in Tory hypocrisy 
as Esol provision is slashed
THE LECTURERS’ union UCU and 
the Action for Esol campaign are 
horrified and angry at David 
Cameron’s announcement about 
language tests for some 
immigrants (Socialist Worker,  
23 January). 

He’s scapegoating Muslim 
women who don’t speak English. 

But the Tories cut English for 
Speakers of Other Languages 
(Esol) funding by 24 percent last 
February then cut another  
£45 million in the summer. 

Lambeth College, where I teach, 
has gone from 65 to 31 Esol 
teachers in the last year and a half. 

We don’t keep waiting lists 
anymore, we’re just turning people 
away. 

Cameron’s government is 

responsible for any migrant who 
can’t speak English. 

Mandy Brown
Lambeth College UCU and  

UCU national exective (personal capacity)

nDavid Cameron’s latest speech 
links Muslim women having 
limited English language skills to 
“extremism”.

But there is absolutely no basis 
for his comments. He talks about 
the importance of social cohesion 
and speaking English as it allows 
people to “integrate” and 
contribute to society.

But his announcement of 
£20 million towards a language 
fund for Muslim women is 
hypocritical. 

It was the Tory-led coalition 

government that cut funding for 
Esol courses by £45 million in 
2011. And the Tories have 
continued to cut funding. 

This massive cut to Esol funding 
has directly impacted on the 
women targeted in his speech, as 
well as asylum seekers, refugees 
and migrants. 

Since 2011, only those who can 
afford to pay course fees have 
been able to access Esol provision. 

This just another attack on 
Muslims—and Muslim women in 
particular. 

The following day Cameron said 
he would back schools and courts 
that stop Muslim women wearing 
headscarves.

Andrea Armitage
Esol teacher, Barnsley

 Don’t jail  
  Heathrow 
   protesters
IT’S OUTRAGEOUS that 13  
protesters who chained 
themselves to railings at 
Heathrow airport have been 
told it’s almost inevitable 
they will be jailed.

Members of the Plane 
Stupid campaign group 
protested in July over 
climate change and the role 
of the aviation industry.

They were found guilty 
of “aggravated trespass” 
this week and lawyers say 
they may well be jailed for 
three months each.

Green Party leader 
Natalie Bennett supported 
the protesters on the first 
day of the trial, but shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
was barred from being a 
defence witness. 

All of us should support 
the 13 and join protests on 
24 February when the 
sentences will be passed. 

Jane Wilkinson
East London

 Academies 
shun control  
TURNING SCHOOLS into 
academies strips away any 
hint of democratic control.

This was highlighted last 
week when academy chain 
E-ACT decided to replace 
governors with “academy 
ambassadorial advisory 
bodies” with no say over 
budgets or standards.  

E-ACT had ten schools 
taken away from it due to 
poor performance.

No wonder the Tories and 
academies don’t want local 
governors to oversee them. 

We need to defend our 
schools and accountability.

Pete Jackson
Birmingham

 US should   
 release its   
torture files 
THE US is trying to block 
the release of tapes 
showing a hunger-striking 
prisoner being force fed in 
Guantanamo Bay.

President Barack 
Obama’s administration has 
fought hard to prevent 
details coming to light.

And the US military has 
long shrouded its illegal 
and disturbing practices in 
secrecy.

Obama has said he will 
close Guantanamo Bay. 

But he only intends to 
close this facility, not end 
indefinite detention for 
dozens of prisoners whom 
he plans to transfer 
elsewhere. 

The London Guantanamo 

Campaign is strongly 
opposed to indefinite 
detention. It will continue 
to hold regular protests  
until all of the prisoners 
have been released. 

Aisha Maniar 
Organiser of the London 
Guantanamo Campaign 

Tory prison cuts will 
drive more to suicide
LEGAL CUTS are sending 
the prison system  
backwards. 

It’s in danger of seeing 
prison disturbances, much 
like the Gartree and 
Strangeways riots. 

Even sadder is that these 
conditions are the perfect 
ingredient for suicides. 

Although Britain 
abolished capital 
punishment, the system 
acts as the hangman for 
many prisoners.   

It’s closer to psychological 

torture, where the prisoners 
put the noose around their 
own necks. 

Trust me, I’ve been 
there—only the strong will 
survive.

What’s the solution to 
this? God knows, but I do 
have sympathy for the 
prisoners left in such a 
horrid situation.

That’s why I continue to 
share my story and 
highlight the flaws.

Leroy Skeete
Former prisoner 

Just a 
thought...

A vigil for Guantanamo Bay prisoners outside the US embassy
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A RED IN THE
 WHITEHOUSE?

Is politics in the United States about to get the  
shake-up it has needed for generations? With the 
campaign bandwagon of left wing Democrat Bernie 
Sanders gaining ground, it’s the question for millions of 
Americans. Charlie Kimber assesses his chances—and 
his politics

B
ERNIE  Sanders  i s 
runn ing  to  be  the 
Democratic Party can-
didate for US president. 
He calls himself a social-
ist, he confidently puts 

out radical policies—and in some 
polls he’s ahead of the establish-
ment choice Hillary Clinton. 

Styling himself as the candidate 
of the “99 percent against the 1 per-
cent”, Sanders stands for change. 

He backs a $15 an hour minimum 
wage, more regulation of the banks 
and restrictions on their size.

Sanders wants urgent action on cli-
mate change and a move away from 
fossil fuels. 

He is for free tuition for students 
at publicly-owned universities and 
colleges, and reducing the number of 
people in prison. 

Over 400,000 people across the US 
have come to hear him speak at ral-
lies and cheered his call for “political 
revolution”. 

Web searches for “socialism” soar 
after he appears on TV debates.

He electrified audiences at a recent 
debate when he blasted Clinton for 
taking £400,000 worth of speak-
ing fees from Goldman Sachs, the  
multinational bank.

For many people, Sanders offers 
hope of a move away from the manip-
ulated and stage-managed political 
process that serves only the elite.

Refugio Villagrana, a Sanders sup-
porter from California, told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m for Bernie because he 
speaks the truth. He stands against 
wars, for more help to seniors, for 
free college tuitions, and for a revised 
medical insurance plan. I also admire 
that he refuses to take donations from 
big business and the rich.

“I am of Hispanic descent and his 
record proves he speaks from the  

heart. Republican candidate Donald 
Trump’s speeches have made many 
people on the other side support 
Sanders. 

“The one thing that I do wonder is 
how he is going to manage to do all 
that he says in four years. I’m sure 
he’s gonna face opposition from the 
big banks he plans on breaking up 
and Wall Street.”

US elections are saturated with the 
money and the power of the rich. 

The billionaire Koch brothers have 
pledged to put over £600 million 
towards electing a Republican presi-
dent and Congress. Last August they 
called together five Republican presi-
dential candidates and told them to 
compete for funding.

Republican strategist  Mark 
McKinnon told the New York Times 
newspaper, “For that kind of money 
you could buy a president. Oh right. 
That’s the point.”

Clinton hopes to amass anything 
up to £2 billion for her campaign, 
mainly from company executives 
and millionaires. Current president 
Barack Obama spent £800 million in 
his 2012 campaign.

Candidate
In contrast Sanders’ campaign is 
based on the few millions contributed 
by around one million people, each  
typically giving £20.

Next Monday in the state of Iowa 
the Democrats will begin the pro-
cess of choosing their candidate. A 
poll last week showed Clinton and 
Sanders neck and neck. 

A poll last week in New Hampshire, 
which votes on 9 February to choose 
a Democratic candidate, put Sanders 
27 percent ahead of Clinton.  

Susan Grant, a student from 
Fairfax, Virginia, told Socialist 
Worker, “Bernie came to my univer-
sity a few months ago. There were 
1,500 people there in the volleyball 
stadium.

“All sorts were there—the political 
ones and the non-political, African-
American and Asian and white. It was 
so exciting, something new and dif-
ferent. It was uncontrolled, not crazy 
and filthy like Trump and not corpo-
rate like Hillary Clinton. 

“Now I’m working for Bernie to 
win. I do house meetings and lots of 
social media. I’m never going back to 
doing nothing.

“I respect people who say we can’t 
do it through the Democrats, but you 
have to respect me when I say how 
you gonna win otherwise? And Bernie 
will be better than Hillary Clinton, or 
Trump for god’s sake.

“Hillary Clinton is just running 
to win, Bernie is running to change 
things for the better.”

The Democratic Party remains one 
of the main parties of US capitalism 
(see far right). But there’s no doubt 
that Sanders has inspired large num-
bers of people, and made discussion 
of socialist ideas easier.Revolt at  Fiat-Chrysler

Democrats rely on black votes but never repay the debt

Campaigns are 
connecting
THE SUPPORT for Sanders reflects 
a deep bitterness in US society. 
In many ways this is of far greater 
long term significance than the 
Sanders campaign itself.

US workers’ wages have, on 
average, fallen by 6.5 percent since 
2007. 

There is rampant inequality. The 
20 richest people in the US now 
own more wealth than the bottom 

half of the American population 
combined—some 152 million people.

The wealthiest 400 own about 
as much as the nation’s entire 
African-American population—plus 
more than a third of the Latino 
population—combined.

Sanders is just one expression of 
a pent-up anger emerging. In 2011 
there were strikes and occupations 
in Wisconsin against the state 
governor’s assault on public sector 
unions. Soon after the Occupy 
movement in the US joined a wave 
of global protests against the elites. 

Thousands of people have taken 

part in angry demonstrations as 
part of the “Black Lives Matter” 
movement. This followed the 
police murder of Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Missouri, in 2014.

The fast food workers’ campaign 
for “$15 and a union” has seen a 
serious push to organise workers 
previously thought unorganisable. 

A high-profile strike by Chicago 
teachers in 2012 defeated major 
planks of the mayor’s “reform” 
programme for schools.

Last September Fiat Chrysler 
workers threw out a wage deal—the 
first rejection of an auto pay offer 

recommended by union leaders for 
over 30 years. 

Two unofficial “sickout” strikes—
by teachers calling in sick—recently 
closed nearly all schools in Detroit.

These events are not isolated 
episodes. There are crossovers, 
for example, between the fast food 
campaign and the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 

There is not yet a sustained 
fightback. Unions organise only 11 
percent of the US workforce. But 
there are glimmers of hope, and 
there will be more struggles to come 
whatever happens to Sanders.

Both for and 
against war
THE CAMPAIGN for Bernie 
Sanders can look similar to the 
surge in support for Labour’s 
Jeremy Corbyn in Britain.

There are echoes in Sanders’ 
supporters’ hatred of austerity 
and the lack of choice in 
establishment politics. But there 
are differences.

Sanders doesn’t oppose 
all imperialist war. He has 
said, “As President and 
Commander-in-Chief, I will 
defend this nation, its people, and 
America’s vital strategic interests, 
but we must seek diplomatic 
solutions before resorting to 
military action.”

Sanders opposed the war in 
Iraq in 2003, but he has backed 
other brutal US interventions. He 
voted for the resolution that was 
used to launch the invasion of 
Afghanistan.

Execution
He has called for the drone 
wars, which have proved so 
deadly against civilians and 
deliver execution without trial, to 
continue. This has shocked many 
of his supporters.

Sanders also voted to support 
Israel’s bombing and invasion of 
Gaza in 2014.  

During his long political career 
Sanders has frequently suggested 
that immigrants lower workers’ 
wages and that only the rich 
support fewer immigration laws. 
He has downplayed this policy 
during the presidential campaign 
to stress that he would legalise 
millions of undocumented 
workers in the US.

A party of big business

 THE DEMOCRATIC Party is 
often seen as being more 
on the side of working 
class people and a better 

choice than the Republicans.
Yet it has always been one 

of the main parties of US 
capitalism and takes most of 
its cash from big business.

It is not the same as the 
British Labour Party. For all its 
failings the Labour Party retains 
links to the union leaders.

But the Democratic Party 
doesn’t have the same links.

And in office, Democrats 
and Republicans have presided 
over wars, cuts and attacks.

Democrat president Harry 
Truman ordered the dropping of 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki at the end of the Second 
World War. Later he led the US into 
the Cold War and the Korean War. 

Democrat president John F 
Kennedy tried to invade Cuba, 
invaded the Dominican Republic 
and started the Vietnam War.

Bill Clinton tore into welfare 
programmes, laid the basis for 
the mass incarceration in US 
prisons and invaded Somalia.

Barack Obama, elected on a 
wave of hope eight years ago, has 
continued and extended foreign 
wars and loyally served the rich.

Ordinary people in the US 
need a party to the left. But 
the Democrats have repeatedly 
absorbed movements that 
could have developed into 
a powerful alternative.

The Civil Rights, anti-war 
and workers’ movements of 
the 1960s were channelled 
back into the Democrats.

In 1983-4 black 
activist Jesse Jackson 
ran for the Democratic 
nomination, winning 
nearly four million 

primary votes and 
coming first in five 

states. His energetic 
campaign produced 
the National 
Rainbow Coalition 

that some 
people believed 

would break 
from the 

two-party 
system.

But Jackson loyally lined 
up behind the Democrats.

Jackson ran again in 1988. 
This time he took 11 states and 
seven million primary votes. 
He was briefly the frontrunner 
but eventually came second.

Again he stuck with the 
Democrats, and then played 
a key role in boosting support 
among black Americans for Bill 
Clinton and Barack Obama. He 
cemented the two-party hold, 
rather than breaking it.

In 2004 Howard Dean ran for 
the Democrat nomination. He said, 
“What I want to know is what in 
the world so many Democrats are 
doing supporting the President’s 
unilateral intervention in Iraq?”

But as his campaign foundered 
he moved away from any hint of 
radicalism. Instead Dennis Kucinich 
became the standard-bearer for 
anti-war activists. He didn’t win 
many votes, but he did help the 
Democrats secure anti-war votes.

Sanders has repeatedly said he 
will back whoever the Democratic 
primaries choose. He is prepared 
to direct all the enthusiasm, energy 
and thirst for change into a party 
that stands for the 1 percent.

This is his greatest failing.
When Ralph Nader stood as an 

independent for president in 2000 
he only got around three million 
votes. But his campaign questioned 
whether the US left would forever 
be tied to a system where rival 
bosses’ parties alternate in office.

US workers need an 
alternative to the Democrats.

lTHE US presidential election takes 
place every four years, and the next 
one is scheduled for 8 November
lEACH OF the main parties, the 
Republicans and the Democrats, 
choose their candidate through 
a long process of primaries and 
caucuses that begins next week 
and goes on until June. Primaries 
and caucuses are where the voters 
in a particular state say who they 
want to be the candidate. There 
are different rules for each state. 
In some states only registered 
supporters of the party can vote.  
Iowa involves Democrats gathering 
at 1,681 individual caucuses
lELEVEN STATES vote on 1 March, 
a critical moment for the campaign

Backed by Sanders: Israel’s attack on
Gaza, 2014

Sanders reaches those who fight back Jesse Jackson—radical,
but within Democrat limits



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

MANCHESTER
Marxism and imperialism— 
why does capitalism 
create wars?
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
activities.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Fighting the Prevent 
strategy and Islamophobia
Thu 4 Feb, 6pm, 
Belmont Filmhouse,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
The rise of the Nazi Front 
National in France—how 
can it be stopped?
Thu 4 Feb, 6.30pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Wed 3 Feb, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
After Cop21— 
why capitalism can’t 
save the planet
Thu 11 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Soldiers, revolt and 
revolution
Wed 3 Feb, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Glydegate, BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
CAMBRIDGE
Marxism and women’s 
liberation
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St Paul’s,
Hills Rd, CB2 1JP
CARDIFF
After Cop21—why 
capitalism can’t 
save the planet
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
US fast food workers—a 
model for union organising 
in the 21st century?
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Welfare not warfare 
—scrap Trident
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
The fight for the NHS
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
Do we need system change 
to save the planet?
Wed 3 Feb, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
The Holocaust—the 
lessons for fighting fascism 
and racism today
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
War and imperialism 
in the Middle East
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
ESSEX
Stop bombing Syria—no 
to war in the Middle East
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
EXETER
Trident—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St,
EX4 6AW
GLASGOW: NORTH
Marxism and imperialism—
why does capitalism 
create wars?
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Posh Nosh Cafe,
86 Maryhill Rd,
G20 7QB
GLASGOW: SOUTH
The life and politics 
of Angela Davis
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St,
G42 7RA
HUDDERSFIELD
The rise of the Nazi Front 
National in France—how 
can it be stopped?
Wed 3 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
IPSWICH
Prospects for 
socialists in 2016
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St,
IP1 1TF
LANCASTER
What are the roots 
of sectarianism in 
the Middle East?
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The fight to defend  
the NHS
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight for socialism
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
The Brink Cafe,
21 Parr St (near 
Concert Square),
L1 4JN
LONDON: CAMDEN
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight for socialism
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
University College London,
Chadwick Building - G07,
Gower St,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: EALING
How powerful are the media?
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton,
W3 6ND
LONDON: HARINGEY
A socialist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney,
4 Vincent Rd,
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON 
One year of Syriza in Greece
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: KINGSTON
Is Britain a democracy?
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
The rise of the Nazi Front 
National in France—how 
can it be stopped?
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR Station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Imperialism today
Wed 3 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
From the War on 
Terror to Prevent— 
Islamophobia today
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure 
Centre (Room 2),
Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Are we heading for another 
global economic slump?
Wed 3 Feb, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire Street (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Marxism and imperialism—
why capitalism leads to war
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
LUTON
The Middle East, 
imperialism and Isis
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent 
(enter via London Rd car park),
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Trident—how to stop 
missile madness
Wed 10 Feb, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
The European Union—do 
we stay in or get out?
Thu 11 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
The European Union—do 
we stay in or get out?
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Fred’s Ale House,
843 Stockport Rd,
Levenshulme,
M19 3PW
MEDWAY
Fighting oppression and 
exploitation—the real 
tradition of International 
Women’s Day
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP
NORWICH
Trident—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Stop bombing Syria—no 
to war in the Middle East
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
PORTSMOUTH
Crisis in the welfare 
state—what’s happening 
in Portsmouth?
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St,
PO5 4EY
ROTHERHAM
The Middle East, 
imperialism and Isis
Wed 24 Feb, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
A socialist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk Street (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Marxism and sport—is 
society a level playing field?
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
ST ALBANS
Are we heading for another 
global economic slump?
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near 
St Albans City station),
AL1 3RD

SWANSEA
How do we defend the NHS?
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WIGAN
Trident: billions for bombs
Wed 3 Feb, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Marx and Keynes—will 
Corbynomics work?
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Grain Store,
King St,
WV1 1ST
YORK
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 3 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
The floods, austerity and cuts
Sat 6 Feb, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, 
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ 
Organised by Dorset Socialists 
LANCASTER
What have the unions 
ever done for us?
Wed 10 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
Organised by Lancaster trades 
council, part of TUC heart  
unions week of action 8-14 Feb
LONDON
Kill the Tory housing bill, 
secure homes for all
Thu 28 Jan, 7pm, 
Clapton Park United 
Reformed Church,
Round Chapel Old 
School Rooms,
Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
NATIONAL
Unite Against Fascism 
national conference
Sat 6 Feb, 9.30am, 
NUT HQ, Hamilton House,
Mableton Place,  
Central London,
WC1H 9BD.
Supported by the NUT 
and CWU unions and 
Stand Up To Racism
uaf.org.uk 
Stop Trident—
march and rally
Sat 27 Feb, 12 noon,
central London meeting 
point, with march to 
Trafalgar Square.
Called by the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament.
cnduk.org
Stand up to racism 
demonstrations 
Sat 19 Mar, 12pm, 
Trafalgar Square,
SW1Y 5AY. 
Demos also in Glasgow 
and Cardiff.
standuptoracism.org.uk
Marxism Festival
Thu 30 June—Mon 4 July,
central London
A five-day annual political 
festival hosted by the 
Socialist Workers Party
marxismfestival.org.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 3 Feb, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 4 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd 
(corner Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

WAKEFIELD
Thu 4 Feb, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3LJ

PRIDE, POLITICS AND PROTEST

How do we win 
LGBT+ liberation?

Putting politics into London Pride last summer

There’s more online
socialistworker.co.uk

    Socialist Worker (Britain)     @socialistworker   
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EXHIBITION
 
IN THE FUTURE THEY 
ATE FROM THE FINEST 
PORCELAIN
New Art Exchange, 
31-41 Gregory Boulevard, 
Hyson Green, 
Nottingham, NG7 6BE. 
Until 13 March then touring. 
nae.org.uk

LARISSA Sansour’s exhibition 
features three short films set 
in the context of the urgency 
of Palestine’s political 
problems. 

Rather than use a 
documentary style approach, 
she has created art works 
with fictional naratives 
to try and connect people 
with the current situation. 

One film, Nation Estate, 
shows her living the 
highlife—literally—in a 
Palestine that has been 
relocated as a single 
skyscraper. 

It’s a vertical solution to 
the state’s diminishing area 
of land. The exhibition will 
also be shown at Bluecoat in 
Liverpool, Wolverhampton 
Art Gallery and the 
A.M.Qattan Foundation 
London.

A play that opens up debate 
as the witch hunters shut it 
Hassan Mahamdallie spoke to Saba Shiraz about his play, The Crows 
Plucked Your Sinews, on Somali history and the war on terror
WHAT WAS your inspiration for 
the play?  
My original inspiration was finding 
out about the historic Somali figure 
Sayyid Abdullah Hassan who fought 
the British colonialists between 
1899 and 1920.

Sayyid is a relatively unheard 
of figure, but he really was a 
predecessor to the national 
liberation movements that grew after 
the Second World War. 

 He was an effective guerrilla 
fighter, whom the British never 
managed to capture.

The more I found out about him, 
the more interested I became in the 
whole period of Somali history. 

This period is particular to 
Somalia, but I found so many  
contemporary resonances around 
the nature of colonised people and 
the debate around Islam.  

British propaganda called him 
the “Mad Mullah” and there were 
others leading resistance in Muslim 
countries in the Empire that were 
branded like that. 

But will a contemporary audience 
connect with that story?  
I’ve taken the history of the Somali 
guerrilla movement, but I’ve also 
made the main figure a young 
Somali woman living in Woolwich 
in south east London today. 

Not to give too much away, but 
in the part of the play set in the 
present day one Somali family 
gets in trouble with the police for 
“terrorism”. 

I’m not trying to draw direct 
parallels, but the play is saying that 
it’s important to look at history to 
understand what’s going on today.

And that it’s also important 
to understand that violence has 
causes. 

There are also certain things we 
aren’t apparently allowed to say 
anymore. 

We can’t say that what’s  
happening in Middle East is 
rebounding in the West or that the 

two are linked. 
And Muslims  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

are afraid to raise these  
questions because of all the witch 
hunting. 

I wanted to use the stage to 
put some of these questions to an 
audience. 

The aim is for people to learn a bit 
about Somali history and culture, but 
also to reflect on the situation that 
the “war on terror” has placed us in 
today. 

Why a one woman show? 
Originally it was going to be a one 
man show because Sayyid was such 
a central figure. 

But then I read a biography of 
him that said he used women  
warriors in his army and one of his 
wives led part of his army. 

I thought that it was interesting 

that a Muslim in those days would 
integrate women into his army. 

Where does the title come from? 
Apart from his military exploits, 
Sayyid produced epic poems.

These have a lot to do with 
Somalia’s oral culture. 

The play’s name is taken from 
one of his most famous poems 
which is celebrating the death of 
a British military commander. 

This again raises the  
question about violence. 

What’s the difference between the  
violence of the oppressed and 
the violence of the oppressor? 

Can it ever be justified? Do 
the ends justify the means? 

After all we’re told it can with 
Britain bombing in the Middle East. 

What sort of audience are you 
hoping to attract? 
Obviously we’d like to get 
Somali people to come along. 

But we want to get  
anyone who wants to see  
contemporary drama that’s not 
afraid to say what’s going  
on.

There are lots of people around 
who want to talk about these things. 

The government is shutting 
down debate, but an audience 
can say, “We want that debate”.

The Crows Plucked Your Sinews 
Written and directed by Hassan  
Mahamdallie. Touring Manchester, 
London, Birmingham and Leicester from  
27 January to 5 March. Tickets from  
£10 crowsdrama.com 

Pictures on the effect of history
PHOTOGRAHPY 
MARIO CRAVO NETO  AND   
MAUD SULTER 
The London Autograph ABP
Until 2 April 2016
autograph-abp.co.uk

THE LONDON Autograph ABP 
gallery has two interesting 

exhibitions. One is by Brazilian 
photographer and sculptor 
Mario Cravo Neto. 

Cravo Neto focused on the 
cultural heritage of Bahia in the 
northeast of Brazil. 

Bahia was the point of entry 
for millions of African slaves 
between the 16th and 19th 
century. 

His imagery is steeped in 
Candomblé—a religion which 
finds its origins in traditional 
west African culture. 

The other is an installation 
of 16 photomontages by Maud 
Sulter. The works titled Syrcus 
look at the representation of 
black women in the histories of 
art and photography.

Nation Estate

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

1  A Rebel’s Guide to 
James Connolly
Seán Mitchell (pre-order)

2  Bob Marley: Roots, 
Reggae and Revolution
Brian Richardson 

3  A very capitalist  
condition: A history 
and politics of disability
Roddy Slorach

4 Jeremy Corbyn, Labour 
and the fight for 
socialism
Charlie Kimber 

5 Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation 
Judith Orr 

MARIO CRAVO Neto. Laróyè, 1980-2000                                          © InstItuto MarIo Cravo neto / InstItuto MoreIra salles
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READ MORE
lMarxism and Women’s 
Liberation 
by Judith Orr 
£9.99

lIsis, Imperialism and the 
war in Syria 
International Socialism 
Journal article by Anne 
Alexander  
bit.ly/1OLgFOE

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

T
O RY  D av i d 
C a m e r o n 
a p p a r e n t l y 
wants to pro-
tect  women 
a n d  ex te n d 

their rights, especially if 
they are Muslim.

He declared last week 
tha t  Mus l im  women 
migrants who don’t learn 
English could be deported. 
This will stop them being 
isolated, he claimed, by 
encouraging them to “inte-
grate”. Cameron has also 
pointed to Isis attacks on 
women to justify bombing 
Syria.

Those at the top have long 
claimed that their wars help 
women—and used anti-Mus-
lim racism to put their case.

Examples of this go back 
hundreds of years.

The Crusades, which 
began in the late 11th 
century, saw armies of 
Christians from western 
Europe wage war on Muslims. 
Pope Urban II appealed for  
support for these wars by 
claiming that Muslims had 
“violated women” and car-
ried out “unspeakable torture 
before killing them”.

The Crusades turned out 
to be neither civilising nor  
liberating. When Crusaders 
captured Jerusalem in 1099, 
rotting corpses of Muslim and 
Jewish inhabitants filled the 
streets.

People from various classes 
joined Crusades for differ-
ent reasons. But those at the 
top were driven by a desire to 
seize new land and strengthen 
western Europe against the 
Byzantine and Islamic Empires.

At other times the ruling class 
has rolled out “pro-woman” 
propaganda when it has felt 
under threat. During the Irish 
rebellion against British rule in 
1641, reports spread that Irish 
rebels had ripped open preg-
nant women and pulled out the 
foetuses. This helped justify the 
slaughter of the rebels.

Britain’s press regularly car-
ried stories claiming that Irish 
Catholics had raped English 
Protestants throughout the 
17th century.

Savage
The propaganda depicted 
Irish men as animalistic and 
savage. This contrasted to 
another of Britain’s colonies—
India—where men were seen 
as effeminate and inferior. But 
both groups were portrayed as 
a danger to women.

A mutiny of sepoys, Indian 
soldiers, began the Sepoy 
Rebellion against British rule 
in India in 1857. Britain’s 
rulers feared the rebellion may 
encourage revolts in other colo-
nies and damage the empire’s 
reputation.

They needed to boost sup-
port for their attempt to put 
down the mutiny and reassert 
their control. The British and 
colonial press began to run sto-
ries about the rape of European 
women. An official inquiry 
later found no evidence for the 

claims.
The propaganda rested on 

the idea that women living in 
“backward” cultures—often 
Islamic ones—need enlight-
ened, progressive men—white 
and Western—to rescue them.

In the Victorian period the 
ruling class claimed the British 
Empire was “civilising” coun-
tries that didn’t share their 
morals.

Lord Cromer led the British 
occupation of Egypt in 1882. 
Cromer claimed that women’s 

oppression was at the heart of 
Islam’s “backwardness” and 
that the veil was an obstacle to 
“civilising” Muslim societies.

Yet the British in Egypt 
blocked access to higher edu-
cation and increased primary  
education fees, disproportion-
ately hitting women.

Cromer opposed the training 
of female doctors because he 
felt that a woman’s place was 
in the home. On his return to 
Britain he founded the Men’s 
League for Opposing Women’s 

Suffrage.
Our rulers are prepared to 

invent atrocities to whip up sup-
port for their bloodiest actions.

British propaganda during 
the First World War claimed 
that German forces were raping 
Belgian women and cutting off 
their breasts. An official docu-
ment, the Bryce report, backed 
up many of these claims.

Later investigations found no 
evidence for them.

Warmongers hoped that a 
number of highly publicised 
atrocities, apparently commit-
ted by Colonel Gaddafi’s forces, 
would boost support for war in 
Libya in 2011.

Gaddafi’s forces were said 
to have been given Viagra and 
to be using rape as a weapon 
of war. US intelligence later 
admitted that this wasn’t 
true—but by then war had been 
waged.

In the run-up to the US-led 
war on Iraq in 1991, a 15 year 
old Kuwaiti girl gave evidence 
to a Congressional Human 
Rights Caucus. “Nayirah” was 
said to be a volunteer nursing 
assistant.

She said, “I saw the Iraqi 
soldiers come into the hospi-
tal with guns. 
“They took the babies out of 
the incubators, took the incu-
bators, and left the babies on 
the cold floor to die.”

Then US president George 
Bush repeated this story at 
least ten times in the following 
weeks. It helped swing public 
opinion behind the war drive. 
The US began its war on Iraq 
in January 1991.

In 1992 it emerged that 
the girl was the daughter of 
a member of Kuwait’s royal 
family. Her fake testimony was 
organised by a public relations 
campaign, Citizens for a Free 
Kuwait. 

T
HE IDEA that men 
from some cultures 
pose a specific 
threat to women 
appears during 
peacetime, too.

In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005 thousands of 
people affected—mostly poor, 
black people—were kept in the 
Superdrome sports stadium. 
Reports of women being raped 
soon emerged and were widely 
circulated.

One white woman who was 
in the Superdrome recalled her 
experience. “An Australian guy 
tells us it’s not safe to be alone. 
A soldier says the generator is 
about to fail, and a riot may 
break out.

“The soldiers are looking 
more anxious. ‘People will go 
crazy and attack you!’ they say.”

The woman wasn’t attacked. 
But the message from officials 
and the media was clear—you 
aren’t safe with black men. This 
demonising of black men as 
savage and dangerous helped 
to justify the appalling way the 
state treated them in the wake 
of the hurricane.

A similar process took place 
in the wake of sexual assaults 
that took place in Cologne, 

WAGING WAR 
IN THE NAME
OF WOMEN
Our rulers often push racism to aid their war drives, while 
telling us they are defending women. Sadie Robinson 
demolishes their lies—and says liberation can only come  
from below

Germany, on New Year’s Eve 
last year. Right wingers seized 
on the assaults to demonise all 
refugees as a threat—and there-
fore undeserving of help.

Of course women do suffer 
assaults and many people are 
rightly sickened by them. But 
scapegoating men from par-
ticular races or backgrounds 
as more dangerous than others 
doesn’t keep women safe.

In truth those at the top of 
society have no interest in lib-
erating women. David Cameron 
has nothing but contempt for 
women who speak out them-
selves. He was the one who 
told Labour MP Angela Eagle 
to “calm down dear” for argu-
ing with him in a House of 
Commons debate.

And our rulers would rather 
ignore the Muslim women who 
take leading roles on Stop the 
War or Palestine solidarity pro-
tests. But they do send arms 
and aid to regimes with terrible 
records on women’s rights, such 
as that in Saudi Arabia.

They refuse to take action 
that could really improve wom-
en’s lives. And their wars make 
things worse.

Afghanistan
Tony Blair and George Bush 
said their war in Afghanistan 
in 2001 would liberate women 
from the Taliban. Over a decade 
later, violence against women is 
rising.

Research published last year 
estimated that 90 percent of 
Afghan women suffered physi-
cal, sexual or psychological 
violence, or were forced into 
marriage.

Over a third of the coun-
try’s population live below the 
poverty line. More than two 
thirds of rural households have 
no access to electricity, and  
81 percent have no access to 
safe water.

Our rulers’ propaganda about 
liberation assumes women can’t 
make gains for themselves, or 
even make their own choices. 

For instance, women who 
wear the veil are seen as follow-
ing orders from a male relative.

Women’s liberation can’t be 
imposed. And women are capa-
ble of fighting for their own 
rights.

Women have won gains 
when they have organised as 
part of wider movements. 

They have won the right to 
vote, abortion rights, equal pay 
legislation, the right to divorce 
and much more.

In Western democracies 
women remain oppressed. 

Women in Britain, for exam-
ple, still earn less than men 
on average for doing the same 
work. They still carry the big-
gest burden of childcare and 
housework.

They do not have the right to 
abortion on demand. 

Police dismiss women suf-
fering violence and abuse. And 
disgusting attitudes towards 
women are entrenched at the 
very top of society.

The idea that women in 
the West are liberated while 
those in Muslim countries are 
oppressed is a myth used to 
justify imperialism, war and 
racism. Ordinary women do not 
benefit from this.

Those at the top may at times 
use the language of women’s 
rights. But their aim is to shore 
up a system that has women’s 
oppression at its heart.

“NAYIRAH”, who 
was set up to give 
fake testimony 
ahead of the war 
on Iraq in 1991 
(top)
Muslim women 
lead a march 
against the war 
on Afghanistan in 
2010 (above)

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Those at the 
top have no 
interest in 
liberating 
women

‘‘ 
Racist Lord Cromer

A PROTEST against the war in Syria last month  Picture: Guy Smallman

COMMENT‘‘ ’’
Labour can’t work out how 
it lost the general election

Nick Clark looks 
at the long awaited 
Beckett report into 
why Labour lost the 
2015 general election 

THE LABOUR Party last week 
got around to publishing its 
thoughts on why it lost last 
year’s general election. 

It doesn’t offer much 
in the way of insight.

“We were badly beaten”, 
the Beckett report concludes. 
“We received far fewer 
votes than were foreseen”.

This is the result of more 
than seven months’ work by 
the Learning the Lessons of 
Defeat Taskforce, launched 
by Harriet Harman in May. 

What exactly those lessons 
are depend on who you ask.

So parts of the report 
should bolster its left wing 
leader Jeremy Corbyn as he 
comes under attack from 
the right in his own party.

In a few short paragraphs 
it dispatches the argument 
that Labour lost because 
it was too left wing.

Policies
It says, “Many of our 
most ‘left wing’ polices 
were the most popular.

“Polls showed a wish, from 
voters, for us to be tougher 
on big business, and policies 
that were unpopular with 
many senior business people, 
such as the energy price 
freeze and the Mansion Tax, 
were popular with voters.”

It’s a conclusion that 
should cause problems for 
those who want to argue that 
Corbyn’s left wing politics will 
make Labour unelectable

But the report also frets 
that on immigration, “It took 
time for clear policy to be 
developed, and for Labour’s 
strong anti-exploitation 
stance to be deployed.”

There was nothing unclear 
about Labour’s policy on 
immigration, as a page on 
its website still shows. 

Anti-exploitation meant 
“tough” immigration 
controls to stop migrants 
“undercutting wages”, along 
with plans to stop migrants 
from claiming benefits 
“for at least two years”.

It’s a similar story 
with benefits. 

Beckett explains how “a 
series of vicious and cynical 
attacks were mounted on 
some of the most vulnerable 
in society, in the expectation 
that the Labour Party would 
do its utmost to defend 
them, and could be painted 
as the party of ‘welfare’”.

Somehow, Labour avoided 
falling into that trap—and did 
their best to prove they could 
be just as tough on vulnerable 
people as the Tories. 

But there are those in 
the Labour Party who still 
feel that wasn’t enough.

The contradictions in 
the Beckett report reflect 
real contradictions inside 
the Labour Party. 

It tries to position itself as 
a bulwark against Tories. 

But at the same time 
it panders to right wing 
“concerns” about migrants 
or people on benefits.

But they also show that 
many Labour politicians 
still don’t really understand 
why they lost.

Beckett says that Labour’s 
collapse in Scotland meant 
that a majority in the general 
election was “impossible”. 

She even acknowledges 
that lining up with the Tories 
was a key part of that—
and that a “vote against 
Westminster” meant “a 
vote against Labour”.

Yet Labour itself is blame 
free. Their defeat in Scotland 
was the fault of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP), who 
“adopted Labour proposals”. 

Years of privatisation 
and war had no effect 
on its collapse in 
Scotland apparently.

The Tories were also 
to blame for “playing 
the English nationalism 
card”—a tactic which “no 
one envisaged” in Labour.

Imitation
Labour failed to offer any 
alternative to Tory austerity. 
The same is true across the 
rest of Britain. Few could 
have been inspired by a 
programme that was a pale 
imitation of the Tories own 
cuts, wage curbs and attacks 
on health and education.

Jeremy Corbyn 
was elected as Labour 
leader in September 
because he represents an 
alternative to all that. 

That’s a lesson that 
his opponents in Labour 
are refusing to learn.

IS THE Beckett report just a load of hot air?

BACK STORY
One front in the battle 
within the Labour Party is 
explaining why they lost the 
2015 general election
lIt suits some on the right 
of the party to say they 
failed to engage with right 
wing ideas enough
lIn reality not fighting 
against the Tory attacks did 
Labour the most harm

Labour failed  
to offer any 
alternative to 
Tory austerity

‘‘ 
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 Time to fight for our unions
by RAYMIE KIERNAN and  
TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

DESPITE MINOR setbacks, 
the Tories’ push for even more  
anti-union laws continues—and 
must be resisted.

The Trade Union Bill went 
through its latest stages in the 
House of Lords last week. 

A Labour motion was passed call-
ing for further scrutiny of attempts 
to curb unions’ funding of political 
parties. 

But the vast majority of the toxic 
attacks are going through. 

The government has published 
the response to its consultation on 
strike ballot thresholds in “impor-
tant public services”.

Restrictions
Workers in public education, fire, 
health and transport services are to 
have further restrictions placed on 
their right to strike. So will those 
involved in border security and 
nuclear decommissioning.

The bill will mean 40 percent of 
those eligible to vote must support 
strikes in these sectors for them to 
be legal. 

That’s on top of the new require-

ment for 50 percent turnout in all 
ballots.

This will affect public and pri-
vate sector workers and will apply 
“where a majority of affected work-
ers are carrying out an important 
public service”. 

There is no guarantee this won’t 
be expanded to include other work-
ers “if further evidence is obtained”.

Despite overwhelming opposition 

from respondents the Tories batted 
off human rights concerns by saying 
their changes were “justified and 
proportionate”. 

The one concession was “to 
remove the broad reference to ancil-
lary workers”—but support workers 
could still have restrictions imposed 
depending on their role.

The bill goes to committee stage 
in the Lords on 8 February as the 

TUC’s “heartunions” week of action 
takes place in England and Wales. 

The TUC is asking workplaces to 
join the live link up with its general 
secretary Frances O’Grady on 9 Feb-
ruary. And a day of action has been 
called for 11 February. 

“Maybe your workplace will do 
a rally or lunchtime walkout?” the 
TUC suggests. The week is a real 
opportunity to ramp up activity in 

workplaces against the new laws.
Around 100 people met in cen-

tral London last Saturday to discuss 
building the fightback. Unite the 
Resistance organised the meeting.

It heard from junior doctors and 
medical students building for action 
during the TUC week.

Rebuild
FBU firefighters’ union head Matt 
Wrack said, “We’ve defeated trade 
union legislation before in the 
1970s. We're not there now, but you 
rebuild the movement on the basis 
of struggle.”

People argued to be sober about 
where the trade union movement 
is, but that there’s also a massive 
potential for a fightback.

In Glasgow STUC deputy gen-
eral secretary Dave Moxham spoke 
against the Tory bill last Saturday 
at a People’s Assembly rally.

 He said any union that defies 
“any aspect of this law, will have 
the full support of the STUC if they 
choose to do that”. 

And he argued that the trade 
union movement had to take its 
opposition “to a whole new level”.
Go to tuc.org.uk/tubill 
For a longer report of the 
meeting see bit.ly/1PhPw9Q

ACTIVISTS DISCUSSED how to organise resistance in London last week      Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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How Asda is making workers 
pay the price of a failing firm
Multinational retailing giant Walmart is slashing 16,000 jobs and its subsidiary Asda is 
following suit. Nick Clark looks at what’s behind the attacks and how they can be beaten

Union’s fight in 2005 showed bosses can be beaten
TEN YEARS ago GMB 
union members fought 

Asda bosses for union 
recognition and decent 
pay—and won. 

The campaign saw 
depot and distribution 
workers fight it out with 
management for more 
than a year.

Distribution workers at 
the depot in Washington, 
County Durham, 
demanded a ten percent 
pay increase—and voted 
overwhelmingly to strike 
for it.

They were also fighting 
Asda’s plans to axe  
315 jobs at the same site. 

Meanwhile, workers at 

Asda’s depot at Wigan, in 
Lancashire, demonstrated 
in defence of a their GMB 
steward. 

He was sacked for 
writing “vote yes” on an 
England flag attached to 
his cab during the ballot. 

Asda offered the 
Washington workers the 
ten percent pay increase, 
but only if they gave up 
their collective bargaining 
rights.

The strikers refused.
An employment tribunal 

later found that Asda 
had breached the law 
forbidding employers to 
bribe their workers into 
giving up union rights.

Eventually Asda agreed 
to give the GMB access to 
all depots.

The threat of a national 
five-day strike during the 
World Cup was key to 
winning this.  

It was a victory against 
a multinational notorious 
for union-busting.

And more could have 
been won if the strike 
went ahead.

The agreement between 
Asda and the GMB saw 
little struggle after that. 

But the fight against 
Asda management ten 
years ago shows that the 
supermarket bosses can be 
beaten.

THE SUPERMARKET giant 
Asda announced last week that 

200 workers at its head office in 
Leeds face the sack. 

Bosses followed this up with news 
that they would “relocate” or “rede-
ploy” a possible 5,000 workers.  
They could axe some 1,000 jobs. 

A previous “restructure” just 
last year saw more than 4,000 jobs 
affected.

 Bosses redeployed workers to 
lower paid online shopping jobs and 
some 1,360 jobs were slashed then 
too.

The latest announcements came 
as Asda’s US owner Walmart said it 
would close 269 stores in the US and 
South America.

This will mean 16,000 workers 
losing their jobs. 

Yet Walmart still posts huge prof-
its. Last year its gross profit was  
£80 billion.

These profits are based on its 
notoriously ruthless exploitation of 
workers.

Sacking
Only last week Walmart lost a land-
mark court case over the sacking of 
workers who struck for higher wages 
and better terms and conditions.

Workers in the Our Walmart  
campaign had protested outside the 
company’s headquarters. 

Bosses sacked 16 of them—a move 
that was ruled unlawful. 

In the same week as the court 
ruling, Walmart announced plans to 
raise 1.2 million US Walmart work-
ers’ wages. 

But unions said, “It’s easier to 
find a unicorn than a Walmart 
worker who has gotten a meaningful  
raise.”

Walmart’s business model of 
low wages and using its sheer size 
to undercut rivals is also facing 
problems. 

The programme of closures and 
job cuts are part of the company’s 
attempt to deal with its slowing sales 
growth.

After trying to expand by opening 
smaller convenience stores, it is now 
closing them all.

Its British-based subsidiary Asda is 
having similar problems. 

Dropped 
Asda’s attack on workers followed a 
particularly bad Christmas. 

Its sales dropped by 3.5 per-
cent in the 12 weeks leading up to 
3 January—more than any other 
supermarket.

All of the “big four” supermar-
kets—Asda, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s 
and Tesco—have suffered from fall-
ing sales, profits or both.

They’ve been fighting a “price 
war”—slashing prices to under-
cut each other and compete  
with budget supermarkets Lidl and 
Aldi.

Paying for this has meant sacking 
workers and closing outlets to focus 
on online shopping. 

Supermarket bosses across the 
world have been making workers’ 
pay the price.

But the fact that Asda has money 
to spare on cutting prices shows that 
bosses are not short of cash either. 

It’s possible to have low food prices 
without workers losing out.

Contracts 
give no  
security

ALONGSIDE plans 
to slash jobs and 

relocate staff, bosses 
also want to close staff 
canteens in 350 of 
Asda’s 620 stores.

There are even 
plans to take away 
the free tea and toast 
that workers in 230 of 
Asda’s stores have in 
the morning.

This may sound 
trivial. But in a hard job 
on low pay, every little 
helps.

As one worker at an 
Asda in Milton Keynes 
put it, “None of us 
earn huge amounts 
and little perks make a 
difference.”

Rough 
Supermarket workers 
have got it rough. Of all 
the supermarkets only 
Lidl, Aldi and Morrisons 
pay staff at least the 
living wage.

And many 
supermarket jobs are 
on zero or short hours 
contracts.

In 2014 it was 
revealed that some 
contracts guarantee just 
three hours a week.

The GMB said that 
many of the short 
hours contracts are 
the result of bosses 
splitting full time jobs 
to avoid paying National 
Insurance.

The effect on workers 
can be disastrous. 

A 2014 study by 
Cambridge academics 
Alex Wood and 
Brendan Burchell found 
supermarket contracts 
left workers feeling 
“anxious and insecure”.

One worker told the 
study, “I’ve got two kids 
and a mortgage and I’m 
going to be out of a job 
because I can’t do these 
hours.”

GMB members fought and won union recognition at Asda

More online ...
For more daily news and analysis 
>>socialistworker.co.uk US WALMART workers strike for the first time in 2014 
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IN BRIEF

Strikes backing Fife 
postie could spread 
POSTAL WORKERS across a 
large area of Scotland could 
strike in defence of a sacked 
colleague. Members of the 
CWU union’s Scotland No.2 
branch covering the EH, KY, 
TS and FK postcodes have 
been consulted on taking 
action in defence of sacked 
postal worker David Mitchell. 

Bosses accused David 
of stealing mail. They have 
refused to reinstate him 
despite being ordered to by 
an employment tribunal.

The consultation was due 
to end this week. It follows 
two walkouts by workers 
at David’s delivery office in 
Cupar, Fife.

London students 
stage rent strike
STUDENTS AT University 
College London (UCL) 
launched a rent strike 
on Monday of this week 
demanding a rent cut of 40 
percent.

Organisers Cut the Rent 
say more than 150 students 
are withholding their rents. 

They say UCL management 
has raised the rent by 
59 percent since 2009.

This follows a successful 
rent strike by UCL students 
last year over poor conditions 
including rat infestations.

Motherwell XPO 
workers’ pay fight
DRIVERS AND Warehouse 
operatives at a logistics firm 
in Motherwell, Lanarkshire, 
were set to strike for 48 hours 
from Thursday of this week.

Bosses at XPO Logistics 
want to change their rates of 
pay, as well as time in lieu for 
workers who worked the bank 
holiday on 4 January.

Workers in the Unite union 
voted by 92 percent for 
strikes and 100 percent for 
action short of strikes on a 
65 percent turnout.

Protest against 
fracking in valley
AROUND 60 people protested 
last Saturday in Pontrhydyfen 
near Port Talbot, South 
Wales, against moves to allow 
fracking in the Afan Valley.

Neath Port Talbot council—
including Labour and Plaid 
Cymru councillors—granted 
planning permission for 
exploratory test drilling and a 
borehole. But fracking firm UK 
Methane Limited has already 
met with stiff resistance from 
residents and campaigners.
Huw Pudner

Occupy to save 
120 cider jobs
WORKERS AT Shepton Mallet 
Cider in Somerset were set 
to hold a mass meeting on 
Friday of this week on plans 
to fight its closure with 120 
job losses. Their union Unite 
wants to seek a buyer. But it 
will take a fightback to save 
jobs.

 Don’t stop the fight to 
  defeat Hunt’s attacks
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

JUNIOR DOCTORS are set 
to strike across England on 
Wednesday 10 February. 

It is part of a long-running 
battle against Tory health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt’s plans 
to impose new contracts. 

Student nurses, midwives 
and other health students 
fighting the scrapping of NHS 
bursaries are also planning a 
solidarity walkout on that day. 

It comes after the British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
suspended a 48-hour walkout 
planned for Tuesday of this 
week. 

Yannis Gourtsoyannis sits 
on the BMA’s junior doctors’ 
committee. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“The action has been 
suspended, not cancelled, 
after the government moved 
to negotiate with us as equals 
because of our strike.”

But he added that “the 
action on 10 February remains 
in place” if there are no real 
negotiations.

Junior doctors are also 
set to march through central 
London on Saturday  
6 February. 

Yannis said, “We’re seeing 
the beginnings of a new mass 
movement from the grassroots. 

“Thousands will come 
out on 6 February to put a 
message to the government 
and leadership of the BMA that 
I’m part of.”

Hunt’s proposed new 
contracts would rip apart terms 
and conditions and put patient 
safety at risk. 

He claims it is an essential 

part of bringing in “seven day 
working”. 

In reality, the Tories want to 
smash workers’ pay and terms 
and conditions to soften the 
NHS up for privatisation. 

A leaked document from 
the negotiations showed that 
there was some movement on 
unsocial hours.

Under the new contracts 
unsocial hours would begin 
at 10pm rather than 7pm 
on weekdays, and 7pm on 
Saturdays. 

According to the leak bosses 
have now proposed they start 
9pm on weekdays and 5pm on 
Saturdays.

This is a miniscule change.
The proposal would still make 
Saturday a regular work day. 

Hunt is continuing with his 
attacks. It was a mistake to call 
off this week’s strike.  

Another key sticking point 

remains financial penalties on 
NHS trusts that make junior 
doctors work a dangerous 
amount of hours. 

These were brought in 
during the 1990s amid 
concerns over patient safety. 

nWALTHAM FOREST Save 
Our NHS organised an 
inspiring solidarity meeting 
for junior doctors and NHS 
students which drew 40 
people last Saturday.

Two junior doctors spoke 
and were clearly boosted by 
the reception they received.

 Jenny Leow from the 
health students’ Bursary 
or Bust Campaign said the 
junior doctors had inspired 
them. She added that they 
were planning to walk out for 
an hour to coincide with the 
next junior doctors’ strike. 
Jim Fagan

EDUCATION

Lecturers in Scotland fight 
bosses’ pay shenanigans
SCOTTISH education union 
EIS-Fela has called on the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP) government to make 
college bosses comply with 
a new national bargaining 
process.

The union said that the 
process was “in danger of 
becoming a sham”. 

The SNP made a key 
pledge to return to national 
bargaining in Scotland’s 
colleges as it set about a 
mergers process. 

But the scheme was 
voluntary and some maverick 
colleges have tried to 
challenge it.

EIS-Fela branches at 
Glasgow’s three huge newly 
merged colleges have now 
formally declared disputes 
with bosses over their refusal 
to join national bargaining.

A national strike ballot 
was sanctioned on Friday of 
last week. It will run from  
8 February to 1 March.

EIS members are 
campaigning for equal pay 
and to reverse years of 
declining income.

Donny Gluckstein of the 
union’s national bargaining 
team told Socialist Worker, 
“What all these shenanigans 

do, ironically, is to strengthen 
our campaign because we 
are now fighting, not just for 
pay but the very existence of 
national bargaining.

“When the merger process 
took place, with all the 
problems that created, the 
one sop that the government 
offered was national 
bargaining.” 

He added, “It has 
done nothing to push the 
recalcitrant college boards to 
sign up.

“So our slogan should be 
‘Defend national bargaining, 
vote for equal pay’. I think 
this will help turnout.” 

Activists must now build 
the biggest possible vote for 
strikes.

lTEACHERS AT Whitehaven 
Academy in Cumbria have 
called off a two-day strike 
planned for this week as 
talks continue. 

 The NASUWT union 
members struck on Thursday 
of last week and around 20 
joined picket lines. 

 They are in dispute over 
“unacceptable” working 
conditions at the school, 
which is run by the Bright 
Tribe trust. 

HEALTH SERVICE

ANTI-RACISM

Ukip loses Thanet majority
UKIP HAS lost its majority 
on Thanet District 
Council in Kent.

Defections, resignations 
and a by-election on 
Thursday of last week saw 
its vote dip by 14 percent, 
with Labour taking the seat.

Ukip leader Nigel 
Farage fails to excite the 
support he was able to 
turn out a year ago. 

A week before the 
by-election, barely a dozen 
voters turned out to hear 
Farage at a rally in the area.

Thanet Stand Up To Ukip 
organised street stalls and 
delivered leaflets to doors 
throughout the ward. 

A campaigner said, 
“People were telling us that 
they voted Ukip  
last time, but never 

again. The divisive, racist 
side of their politics 
have been exposed.”

Ukip still runs the 
council but it is likely to 
continue to fall apart. 
Jon Flaig

lAnti-racists are preparing to 
oppose a planned march by 
the Nazi National Front (NF) 
in Dover this Saturday. The 
NF and other fascists plan a 
march against refugees.

Supporters of the 
anti-fascist mobilisation 
include Unite Against 
Fascism, Diane Abbott MP, 
the NUT union and Medway 
TUC.

Assemble Saturday 30 
January, 11am, Dover Market 
Place, CT16 1PJ. Called by 
Kent Anti Racism Network.

SOUTH LONDON HEALTH WORKERS

HEALTH WORKERS in south 
London fighting outsourcing 
giant Aramark for £10 an 
hour are set to protest on 
Tuesday of next week and 
again the week after.

The GMB union members 
work as porters, cleaners 
and domestics on a contract 

to South London and 
Maudsley NHS Foundation 
Trust. 

The union has said pay 
talks covering some 175 
members in Maudsley, 
Lambeth, Bethlem and 
Ladywell hospitals have 
stalled.  Workers will now 

seek permission from the 
union for an official strike 
ballot.
lProtest 2:30—3:30pm on  
2 February and 2—3pm on  
9 February outside the 
Bethlem Royal Hospital,  
Monks Orchard Rd, 
Beckenham, BR3 3BX

1,000 join march for A&E
AROUND 1,000 people 
demonstrated in 
Huddersfield last Saturday 
to protest against the 
proposed closure of the A&E 
department at Huddersfield 
Royal Infirmary (HRI).  

The plan to knock down 
the hospital, build a smaller 
one and concentrate all 
A&E services in Halifax has 
caused outrage. 

The speakers made it 
clear the rally was only the 

start.  
There is a public meeting 

next week and a big 
demonstration and march is 
planned for Saturday  
6 February.

The Hands Off HRI 
campaign got off to a good 
start earlier in the week 
when over 100 people 
protested outside the Clinical 
Commission Group meeting 
that launched the proposal.
Martin Jones PROTESTERS IN Huddersfield                             Picture: Neil terry

On the picket line earlier this month  Picture: Guy Smallman

JUNIOR DOCTORS
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Judge orders blacklisters 
to look for key documents
by SIMON BASKETTER 

A HIGH Court judge has 
o rde red  30  con t rac -
tors, including Sir Robert 
McAlpine and Balfour 
Beatty, to disclose all cor-
respondence l inked to 
blacklisting. This practice 
denied work to thousands of 
trade union members. 

The ruling on Friday of 
last week came at the end of 
a two-day hearing. 

During the hearing it 
emerged that documents 
relating to firms’ involvement 
with the secretive Consulting 
Association (CA) blacklister 
had been destroyed.

Firms and four individu-
als now have to carry out 
searches for backed-up com-
puter tapes of emails in order 
to disclose any relevant infor-
mation by 12 February.

Action
The court also ruled that con-
tractors must pay costs for 
the hearing, estimated at up 
to £100,000.

Information that surfaces 
will be taken into account in 
calculating damages for the 
blacklisted workers when the 
case goes to full trial in May. 

Another pre-hearing is set 
to take place on 1 February. 

Eight major firms admit-
ted last October to secretly 
collating information to vet 
workers.

Dinah Rose QC, who is rep-
resenting the 600 blacklisted 
workers, told the court that 
“Sir Robert McAlpine Ltd, 
Balfour Beatty and Carillion 
had destroyed the lives of 
thousands”. 

Rose added that their con-
tinued conduct was designed 
to “cover their tracks”.

The ro le  of  Cul lum 

McAlpine came in for particu-
lar criticism.

He is director of Sir Robert 
McAlpine Ltd and founding 
chair of CA.

Not a single email or doc-
ument to or from McAlpine, 
his personal assistant or CA’s 
final chair David Cochrane 
has been handed over. This 
is despite a court order 

requiring full disclosure. 
The court was even told 

how all hard copies of corre-
spondence between McAlpine 
and CA had been destroyed 
in 2011. 

Rose told the court that 
“Sir Robert McAlpine Ltd has 
been evasive with conduct 
intended to conceal the cen-
tral role of Cullum McAlpine.

“Cullum McAlpine is a 
very important man. For the 
sake of retaining trust in the 
British legal system, he must 
not be allowed to get away 
with a cover up.”

The court was also shown 
evidence that Cochrane, the 
CA chair when the body’s 
existence was discovered, 
had contacted the black-
listing organisation’s chief 
executive Ian Kerr. 

He instructed him to “ring 
everyone—destroy all the 
data”. 

Wiped 
Balfour Beatty’s role was also 
highlighted. It was revealed 
that the PC and laptop of 
Elaine Gallagher, the com-
pany’s main contact with 
CA, had been wiped in April 
2013. This was again despite 
opposing instructions. 

It was also disclosed to the 
court that an internal Balfour 
Beatty database had been dis-
covered on human resources 
director Gerry Harvey’s 
laptop. 

It contained the names of 
union activists, with the com-
ments “not required” and “do 
not re-employ” next to the 
names. 

Lord Justice Supperstone 
commented, “If the firms were 
professional enough to cover 
up their actions, did they 
also cover up more internal 
databases?”

CHILD ABUSE TRIAL 

Key evidence ‘disappeared’, court hears
by SADIE ROBINSON 

POLICE HAVE never 
interviewed the key 
defendant in a child sexual 
abuse trial, a court heard 
last week.

Arshid Hussain is one of 
seven defendants on trial at 
Sheffield Crown Court. 

The seven deny over  
60 charges relating to child 
sexual exploitation between 
1987 and 2003.

Police interviews with five 
of the defendants were read 
to the jury last week. But 
the court heard that Arshid 
Hussain has never been 
questioned.

Another man Basharat 
Hussain denied in an 
interview having any 
sexual contact with one 

alleged victim. He gave 
“no comment” answers 
in relation to another 
complainant in a second 
interview.

Sajid Bostan said he had 
a consensual relationship 
with one complainant and 
denied seven charges 
involving her. 

Majid Bostan, who is 
accused of indecent assault 
on the same person, said he 
didn’t know her.

Karen MacGregor and 
Shelley Davies also denied 
any involvement in the 
alleged offences.

The court also heard that 
the diary of one alleged 
abuse victim, including 
details of the abuse, was 
given to South Yorkshire 
Police but “disappeared”.

The sister of the 

complainant, Girl J, told 
the court about a meeting 
with police. “We asked what 
happened to her diary, it 
was filled with dates, times, 
everything that happened,” 
she said.

“My dad did an 11-
page statement. It had all 
disappeared.”

The woman said police 
“didn’t care, they didn’t 
want the paperwork and 
they weren’t interested”. 

She said threats were 
made to her and her mother 
via Girl J. 

“They told her we would 
get tortured, kidnapped and 
raped,” she said.

The trial continues.
lFor Socialist Worker’s full 
coverage of the Rotherham 
child abuse trial go to 
socialistworker.co.uk

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Strikes can bring library bosses to book 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

CAMPAIGNERS BELIEVE they 
have councillors on the ropes 
in Lambeth, south London.

Labour Party members are 
ramping up the pressure on 
their own party’s councillors. 

Last week yet another 
local Labour Party ward 
meeting voted against the 
council’s plan to close local 
libraries and cut the service.

Library workers were 
also expected to announce 
strikes as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

An unofficial walkout last 
year was hugely popular.

A protest was planned 
at the next full council 
meeting on Wednesday 
evening of this week.
lSave Lambeth Libraries lobby 
7pm Wednesday 27 January, 
Elm Green School, Elmcourt 
Rd, London SE27 9BZ

nFIVE SACKED workers from 
Glasgow Life, a Glasgow City 
Council-owned company, 
are taking their case to an 
employment tribunal. 

The five were dismissed 
last year for alleged wage 
claim irregularities. 

Two other workers have 
been dismissed and have 
their internal appeals 
against dismissal pending. 

They all worked at 

Tollcross Pool, in the east of 
the city, and are members of 
the Unison and GMB unions. 

One insider said, “This 
is a terrible injustice. 
The workers have been 
stitched up and made 
scapegoats by Glasgow 
Life senior management 
for their own failings.”

The tribunal, expected 
to last ten days, opens in 
Glasgow on 15 February.

WORKERS PROTEST against bosses Laing O’Rourke in 2013  Picture: Guy Smallman

CRANE OPERATORS 

Sky high 
strike vote 
on cranes
AROUND 500 crane 
operators and support 
workers employed by 
Ainscough, Britain’s largest 
mobile crane hire firm, have 
voted overwhelmingly to 
strike over pay. 

The Unite union members 
voted by 90 percent to strike 
on an 83 percent turnout.
Over 90 percent also voted 
for action short of a strike.

They rejected bosses’ two-
year pay offer of 2.5 percent 
and 2.75 percent. 

The company made a 
profit of £14 million last year.

Escalating strikes across 
the firms’ 20 depots are now 
set to take place between 
Monday of next week and  
23 March.

The strikes will take place 
alongside a programme of 
overtime bans that was set to 
begin this Saturday and last 
until 20 March.

Their action is set to cause 
major disruption to building 
projects across Britain. 

Programme 
The workers are employed on 
projects ranging from the  
M1 and M6 motorway 
upgrades to the new Forth 
Road Bridge. 

Unite national officer 
for construction Bernard 
McAulay, said, “Ainscough 
needs to heed this warning 
and come back to the 
negotiating table with an 
improved pay offer or risk 
major disruption to its UK-
wide operations. 

“Our members are seeking 
a pay deal that recognises 
the dynamic and specialist 
skills they have.”

CONSTRUCTION 

Lambeth library workers on unofficial strike last year 
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STRIKERS BACK 
VICTIMISED REP
by SADIE ROBINSON 

NUT UNION members at 
Birmingham’s Small Heath 
School began another  
three-day strike on Tuesday 
of this week.

They are furious at bosses’ 
refusal to guarantee that the 
school will not become an 
academy. NUT union rep 
Simon O’Hara’s suspension 
earlier this month has added 
fuel on the fire.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “We are 110 percent 
more angry now. Simon has 
a lot of support because he 
goes above and beyond for 
people.”

Another striker added, 
“They suspended Simon to 
try and undermine us, but 
we won’t let them target 
anyone.”

The local NUT is backing 
a national demonstration in 
February in Birmingham to 
defend Simon.

More teachers are volun-
teering for the first time to 
speak at union meetings. 

Jeremy Paige, Birmingham 
NUT vice president, told 
Socialist Worker, “This is 
winnable.” 

NUT national executive 
member Roger King agreed. 
He told Socialist Worker, “We 
have to put on the maximum 
pressure. We will take the 
fight to management.”

Parents, trade unionists  
and passers-by all showed 

their support on Tuesday.
Students in particular waved 
to Simon as he stood on the 
picket line.

One striker  added, “We 
had teachers from other 
schools here before 7.30am. 
They know what privatisation 

will mean in schools.”
Parent Shabina was one of 

those who joined the picket 
lines. “What the teachers are 
doing is for my children,” she 
told Socialist Worker. 

“Nobody wants an acad-
emy—it’s bad for children 

and for parents.” Teachers are 
furious at bosses’ attempts to 
portray them as “wrecking” 
children’s education. 

But unions have been 
told that management want  
71 redundancies—out of 
around 200 staff.

One teacher told Socialist 
Worker, “Their line is that we 
don’t care. But how can you 
run a school with that many 
redundancies?”

A strike ballot over Simon’s 
victimisation was due to end 
on Friday of this week.

NUT members plan a 
third three-day strike from 
Tuesday of next week. 

ATL union members at the 
school were set to join the 
strike this Thursday and plan 
to strike next week too. 

NASUWT union members 
struck last week and could be 
out again next week. 

Bosses are on the offen-
sive—workers should be 
too. This is a fight to defend 
education and union rights.  
Every trade unionist should 
get behind it.
Send solidarity messages to 
banut@btclick.com 
Sign the petition to demand 
Simon’s reinstatement at  
chn.ge/1PnBgs1

Scam used to 
push change  
SMALL HEATH was one 
of the schools targeted 
in the “Trojan Horse” 
hoax letter in 2014. 

It claimed Muslims 
were trying to take over 
Birmingham schools. 

The Ofsted watchdog 
put several local schools 
into “special measures”.

Small Heath was put 
into special measures 
last January—following 
five consecutive Ofsted 
ratings of “outstanding”.

One teacher told 
Socialist Worker, 
“The Department for 
Education sent a hit 
squad to Birmingham 
around two years ago. 

“They said the 
academy programme 
in Birmingham wasn’t 
swift enough.

“Then Trojan Horse 
happened. And now 
some of the schools 
targeted have been 
turned into academies.”

PICKETS AT Small Heath school in Birmingham last week 

Strike threat wins concessions on Tube—but attack on stations continues
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

TUBE UNIONS Aslef, RMT, 
TSSA and Unite suspended 
a 24-hour walkout set to 
begin on Tuesday of this 
week after bosses made a 
new offer. 

All four unions were in 
dispute over pay and the 
imposition of worse condi-
tions as part of rolling out the 
Night Tube.  

United action in July and 
August last year has won real 
gains. 

The proposed deal sees 
the creation up to 700 Night 
Tube posts with the same 
terms as other Tube workers. 

All operational staff are to 
be paid a £500 lump sum and 
bosses commit to improve the 

work-life balance.
Tory London mayor Boris 

Johnson had said Tube work-
ers could strike until they 
were “blue in the face” but 
nothing would change. 

Yet the Tory toff has 
been pushed back and now 
faces questions over wast-
ing £600,000 on Night Tube 
advertising—despite not 
having a start date. 

But for station staff attacks 
on their terms and condi-
tions, ticket office closures 
and several hundred job 
losses outweigh the gains. 

RMT and TSSA remain in 
dispute over this.

They struck throughout 
2014 to defend jobs, safety 
and the service. 

But the momentum of 
those walkouts was thrown 

away for talks, which many 
activists argued would go 
nowhere.

 This gave bosses the upper 
hand—and they pressed their 
advantage.

Johnson has been at the 
heart of the cuts plan but he 
hasn’t had it all his own way 
because the unions have kept 
up a fight. 

More industrial action is 
set for 7-13 February.

Over pay the deal sees an 
average 2 percent rise for 
2015. For this and the next 
two years pay would rise by 
at least 1 percent or RPI infla-
tion—whichever is greater.  

A four-year deal will be 
good news for the winner of 
the London mayoral election 
in May.

It will potentially allow 

them to avoid any pay dis-
putes far beyond the middle 
of their term. 

These are just battles in a 
wider war. 

The attack on stations 
was just 6 percent of the 
cuts bosses want by 2021. 
And they want to move on 
to other sections as soon as 
they can.

As passenger numbers con-
tinue to soar and the number 
of incidents rise, properly 
staffed stations with well-
trained workers is crucial for 
safety.

The key lesson of the dis-
putes is that when Tube 
workers and their unions 
unite, bosses can be pushed 
back. 

This is how to defend jobs 
and a safe service.A UNITED Tube walkout shut the network down in August 

Picture: Dave Gilchrist
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