Ireland’s Easter Rising against Empire
>>Pages 10&11

Communication workers’ union leader kicks off_o_ur
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by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS
[

TORY ATTACKS are pushing
the NHS past breaking point—
and putting patients’ lives at
risk.
Hospital bosses were ordered
last week to sack thousands of
staff to plug deficits.
Tory health secretary Jeremy
Hunt’s attack on junior doc-
tors is part of a broader plan
to soften the NHS up for pri-
vatisation.
But Hunt is facing revolt.
Junior doctors across England
are set to strike on Wednesday
of next week. And NHS students
fighting to save their bursaries
plan a solidarity walkout—as
part of a week of action.
Hunt’s “reforms” are killing
the NHS—but a united fight
can beat him.

>>Page 6

PROTEST, I\/IARCH STRIKE

UNITED STATES

Huge vote for
Bernie Sanders in
first caucus

BERNIE SANDERS, who
proudly calls himself a
socialist, was the real
winner in Monday’s voting
in the state of Iowa.
Running for the Democratic
Party nomination, Sanders
tied with establishment
favourite Hillary Clinton.
Each took around
49.5 percent of the vote.

>>Pages 4&5
I

REFUGEES

Polltlclns’ dirty
deals restrict
migrants’ rights

AT LEAST 37 refugees
drowned off the Turkish
coast last Sunday when
their boat struck rocks.
Meanwhile David
Cameron tried to reach a
dirty deal with EU leaders.
He wants to restrict the
rights of migrant workers
from EU countries and stop
them claiming benefits.

>>Page 20
———

TRADE UNION BILL

Scrap the bill—
join the TUC
week of action

WORKERS WILL stage
strikes and protests during
the TUC’s week of action
against the Tories’ Trade
Union Bill next week.

The week is aimed at
raising awareness about the
government’s attack on the
right to strike.

>>Page 7
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY
‘She’s not going
to get away with
eating aslice

of cucumber or
throwing it away’

Heidy Rehman, founder of Rose
& Willard fashion label, on new
rules forcing models to eat

Just how old
do you think
these migrant

“children” are?’

Tasteful headline in the Daily
Mail newspaper

‘They are not
above exploiting
childrenin
support of their
cause’

Daily Express newspaper
columnist Leo McKinstry
attacks supporters of refugees
for wanting to help children

‘Fit, muscled,

single males’

Frederick Forsyth in the
Express takes issue with
people’s concern for women
and children refugees

‘Dave was being
polite’
Odious columnist Richard

Littlejohn on David Cameron’s
‘bunch of migrants’ phrase

‘Fighting
Unstainable

Housing Because
We Care’

Nazi BNP key campaign
objective as they apply to be a
political party again

ARSHL THERE'S
SemgeonE WEAR-
ilg A VILTAS

Anp PY2AMmAs'S

Tories defeated in Lords and
courts—and Wales says no

THE TORIES have suffered a series
of defeats over the past two weeks.

Last Monday the House of Lords
voted against Department of Work and
Pensions (DWP) plans to redefine the
limits of child poverty.

Tory work and pensions secretary Iain
Duncan Smith thinks that by changing
a definition, people won'’t realise they’re
poor and the Tories won’t have to admit
that they’re responsible. The changes
would have stopped poverty being meas-
ured by income and would have defined
it by “life chances” and “social mobility”.

On Wednesday the Lords voted to
reject cuts to the employment and sup-
port allowance (ESA). The cut would
have meant people too ill to work would
have £30 less a week.

Somehow, this was supposed to help
get 1,000,000 disabled people into
work. But the Tories have no intention
of helping people find decent jobs.

If they did, they wouldn’t have
closed down Remploy factories which
employed over 1,500 people.

By Thursday the Welfare Reform

WOMEN'’S LIBERATION took a
leap forward last week, with the

The Lords our saviours?

Minister, Lord Freud, announced in the
House of Lords that the government was
scrapping its plan to include full time
carers in the benefit cap.

Rather than face another embarrass-
ing defeat in the Lords, Freud conceded
that all carers working over 35 hours per
week will be exempt from the cut.

Outside of Westminster, members of

news that Barbie dolls are going to be

made in different shapes and sizes.

The new dolls include “curvy Barbie”-

which remains slim but not just quite
as skinny as the original. Barbie boss
Evelyn Mazzocco said the firm had a

“responsibility to girls and parents to

reflect a broader view of beauty”.

AT LEAST six of

‘Responsible‘ Barbie

Profit tax is for the
little companies

e

L5

the Welsh Assembly defied the Tories by
voting 43 to 13 against the Trade Union
Bill.

The vote has no legal force and can
be ignored by Westminster. But Martin
Mansfield, the Wales TUC general sec-
retary, said that the Welsh Assembly
should “immediately reinstate workers’
rights if the UK bill is forced on us.”

GRANT SHAPPS MP last
week: “A national broadband
network which is chronically
underperforming.

“As a result, coverage suffers.”
Grant Shapps last year: “We’ve got
now some of the best coverage,

if not the best coverage, of
superfast broadband in

Europe.”

Jereniy Hunt risks
contempt of court

Britain’s ten biggest
multinationals—including
Shell, British American
Tobacco (BAT) and Lloyds
Banking Group—paid no
corporation tax in 2014.
Their combined global
profits are more than £30
billion.

The disclosure comes as
the Tories are embroiled
in a row over a deal with
Google that allowed it to
pay just £130 million in
corporation tax since 2005.

BAT made global
profits of £4.55 billion
in 2014. Anglo-Dutch oil
company Royal Dutch Shell
made nearly £20 billion.
Vodafone made £1.97
billion in profits.

The other companies

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

A\ “

that paid no corporation
tax in Britain in 2014 were
Lloyds, brewer SABMiller
and drugs company
AstraZeneca.

BP and drugs company
Glaxo Smith Kline (GSK)
declined to reveal how
much corporation tax
they paid. GSK said it paid
“some”. HSBC and drinks
group Diageo paid some
£238 million between
them on combined profits
of more than £14 billion.

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
Twitter @socialistworker

JEREMY HUNT'’S desire
to use tragedies for his
own ends has come
back to smack him in
the face. Hunt tweeted a
link to a news report of
a manslaughter trial of
a doctor and NHS trust
last month.

The trial followed the
death of a woman who
died hours after giving
birth.

The judge later
instructed the jury to
acquit the doctor
and the trust.
It was also
revealed
that Mr
Justice
Coulson had
ordered Hunt

&

Internet healthcare

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

to delete his tweet, and
put a temporary ban on
reporting its existence.

Hunt’s tweet had said
the case was a “tragic
case from which lessons
must be learned”.

Mr Justice Coulson
told the court, “It is
highly inappropriate

“It could be regarded
as a contempt of court.”

A MENINGITIS
charity slammed
Jeremy Hunt as
giving “potentially
fatal” advice to
parents after

he said they
should search
the internet if
children get rashes.

Write to
Socialist Worker
_ POBox 71327
SN | ondon

SE11 9BW

Bed blow to
Duncan Smith

TORY AXEMAN lain
Duncan Smith was so
humiliated by a blow to
his bedroom tax, he’s
given lawyers a blank
cheque to overturn it.

He’s fighting for the
right to tax the panic
rooms of domestic abuse
victims and rooms for the
equipment and careers
needed by disabled
children. The Supreme
Court found that the
bedroom tax discriminates
against these groups
after a lawsuit brought by
campaigning victims.

Granting an exemption
for the panic rooms would
cost just £200,000—less
than the public money
going on legal fees to
appeal the ruling.

Cherie Blair’s legal firm
Omnia Strategy made
£668,455 profit in the
year to April 2015

One minister said about
George Oshorne “People
look at him and don't like
him, they’re not sure why”

Labour and
Ukip People’s
coalition

DAMIAN McBride, Gordon
Brown’s former spin
doctor, has revealed just
what we missed out on

by ending up with a Tory
government.

McBride apparently had
spoken to a “Ukip figure”
about a deal between
Labour and the hard right
party. This would have had
the glorious name of The
People’s Coalition.

As McBride reasoned,
Ukip say they “represent
working people—so do
we.”
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Strikers delay academy—

and fight on to defend rep

by SADIEROBINSON
EE

STRIKES AT Birmingham’s Small
Heath school have forced bosses
to back off from academisation—
and plunged them into crisis.

Two members of the school’s
interim executive board, which runs
the school, have resigned.

Bosses have agreed to a mora-
torium on any plans to turn the
school into an academy. And they
have “parked” plans to impose
71 redundancies.

Yet bosses have refused to rein-
state victimised NUT union rep
Simon O’Hara.

At an NUT meeting on Friday of
last week, workers agreed to nine
more days of strikes to defend him.

Teachers at the school have been
in dispute since May last year against
plans to turn the school into an
academy.

One teacher told Socialist Worker,
“It is a remarkable achievement that
management have backed down over
academisation.

“It shows that when you fight,
you can stop these monsters. But the
battle isn’t over.”

Academisation
Teachers held two three-day strikes
against academisation last month.

They called off a planned
three-day strike for this week after
bosses retreated. But NUT members
are set to be out again next week after
voting overwhelmingly for strikes to
defend Simon O’Hara.

One teacher said, “The union
meeting was massively attended,
despite being called at short notice.

“There was a serious discussion
about unofficial action. The meet-
ing decided to call a three-day strike
starting on Tuesday of next week,
and two three-day strikes in the two
weeks after half term.”

Teachers took a new petition

around school this week demanding
Simon’s reinstatement.

They plan to hand it to the local
authority. Teachers wore black in
protest at Simon’s suspension.

There’s more on the web

®Flood victim slams
Tories—‘We’re made
to feel like beggars for
asking for help’

@Corbyn ally tells
activists to prepare for
new leadership election

@®Former Syriza figures
look for alternatives a
year after its election

...and much more
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Management has tried to pressure
workers by claiming that parents
oppose their action.

Yet parents have joined strikers’
picket lines and a parents’ meeting on
Thursday of last week saw big sup-
port for the action.

Confident

Doug Morgan is assistant secretary of
Birmingham NUT. He told Socialist
Worker, “The Small Heath teach-
ers are fighting back and they are
confident.

“They’ve got support from parents
because they are fighting to defend
education.”

Everyone who wants to stop the
privatisation of schools will be heart-
ened by the result at Small Heath.

And Simon’s reinstatement would

PicTURE: SociaLIST WORKER

send a message to workers every-
where that they can win.

As Doug put it, “Activists across
Britain are watching this dispute.”

Local activist Salma Yaqoob said
she was “delighted” that the academy
plans had been “shelved”.

She said, “Now the local authority
needs to step in and get the suspen-
sion of dedicated teacher and NUT
rep Simon O’Hara lifted.

“It is obvious to parents and the
community that he has been victim-
ised for standing up for pupils and
parents.

“We will campaign until he is back
in the classroom.”

Send messages of support to
banut@btclick.com and sign

the petition to demand Simon'’s
reinstatement at chn.ge/1PnBgsl

Tories back down on legal aid

by MATT FOOT, solicitor in the Justice Alliance
| .

THERE WAS a tremendous
victory for legal aid on Thursday
of last week. After three years

of campaigning, justice minister
Michael Gove announced a
U-turn on the government’s
plans for a two-tier duty
contracts system.

He also suspended an
8.75 percent cut to legal
aid fees paid to solicitors.
The plans could have led to
the closure of up to 1,000
criminal defence firms.

The climbdown
came just weeks after
a 400-strong rally of

Michael Gov

campaign Voices for Justice called
for the contracts to be abandoned.

The campaign saw solicitors and
barristers refusing to work in the
courts, for the first time in history.

There was joint action with
probation officers’ union Napo,
which faced similar plans.
There were regular rallies,
protests and events.

Some 16,000
consultation responses told
the government its scheme
was a disaster. Finally a
welter of litigation put
paid to the scheme.

This victory can inspire
us for the serious battles
that remain.

Longer at bit.ly/1PcZfus

IN BRIEF

Cash splashed
on transfers

THE GOVERNMENT spent
over £3 million pushing 23
schools into academy status
in the 13 months to October
2014, new figures reveal.

It took a 12-month fight to
get the figures released. One
transfer cost over £500,000.

March to kill
the housing bill

AROUND 1,500 people joined
a lively march last Saturday
against the Tories’ Housing
and Planning Bill.

It is a charter for estate
demolition, speculation and
insecure private renting. A
wide range of groups back
the campaign against it.
Longer report at bit.ly/1nKi2GX

Women-haters
met by protests

PROTESTS ON Saturday were
set to oppose gatherings

of “neomasculinist” group
Return of Kings.

It believes that women
have become too powerful
and that rape should be legal
on private property. Its leader
told supporters to film any
“crazy feminist” protesters
“so we can tear them up”.

Defend airport
protesters

THE 13 environmentalists
convicted for direct action
at Heathrow airport return
to court for sentencing on
Wednesday 24 February.

They have been told to
“expect jail time”. A protest
has been called in solidarity
at 9am at Willesden
Magistrates Court in north
west London.

- o
IN THIS WEEK

A general strike
sweeps Seattle

A FIVE-DAY stoppage
involving 65,000 workers
began on 6 February
with strikes against wage
restraint imposed during
the First World War.
Shipbuilding workers
led the fight. Some in
the ruling class feared a
“Bolshevik” uprising.
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Huge surge

for socialist
Sanders as

US election
race begins

by CHARLIEKIMBER
|

BERNIE SANDERS, who proudly
calls himself a socialist, was the
real winner in Monday’s voting in
the state of lowa.

This voting is part of the process
to decide who will contest the US
presidential election for the major
parties (see right).

Running for the Democratic Party
nomination, Sanders tied with estab-
lishment favourite Hillary Clinton.

Each took around 49.5 percent
of the vote in Iowa. It is a towering
achievement that should cheer eve-
ryone who wants change.

A political process that’s domi-
nated by money and corporate
power has become infused with at
least an echo of a growing popular
revolt.

Cracking

Establishment politics is cracking in
both the major parties—but most
importantly in the Democrats.

Sanders has risen from nowhere
because he articulates some of that
mood.

He has energised activists with his
message against the super rich.

“It is not fair when the top 1/10th
of 1 percent today owns almost as
much wealth as the bottom 90 per-
cent,” he said. “And it is not fair
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BACK STORY

Bernie Sanders and Hillary
Clinton emerged tied in voting
to decide the Democratic
presidential candidate

®But left candidate Bernie
Sanders was the real winner

®His vote partly reflects a
growing mood of revolt in the US

®Sanders says that only a
movement can achieve change
®If Sanders doesn't defeat
Clinton, he should stand anyway

®That could help build a
grassroots movement in the US

when the 20 wealthiest people in
this country own more wealth than
the bottom half of America”.

Sanders partially reflects the
insurgent mood that produced
Occupy Wall Street in 2011, the
Black Lives Matter movement,
and the growing climate change
movement.

Sanders’ audience includes those
who took part this week in the unof-
ficial strike in New York and New
Jersey that closed the busiest port
on the East Coast.

It includes the school teach-
ers and students who struck unof-
ficially in Boston, Massachusetts,
and those who are outraged by
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BERNIE SANDERS campaigning in lowa

the water contamination scandal
in Flint, Michigan.

Sanders presently leads over
Clinton in the polls for the next
primary, which takes place in New
Hampshire next Tuesday.

Clinton has great advantages of
money and media backing, as well
as the party machinery.

Convention
And some 15 percent of the dele-
gates to the Democratic convention
that will decide the party’s candidate
are not even elected.

They are “super delegates”,
mostly appointed because they are

FIGURE IT OUT

14
19

million pounds was
raised by the Bernie
Sanders campaign in
the run-up to the lowa
caucus in January

pounds was the
average donation
that came from some
77,000 supporters

is the number of
Wall Street backers
that Sanders has,
compared to Hillary
Clinton

office holders. Many have already
pledged their support for Clinton.

But in the most insightful moment
so far Sanders said, “No president,
not Bernie Sanders or anybody
else, will be able to bring about
the changes that working families
deserve.

“Wall Street, corporate America
and large campaign donors are so
powerful that no president can do
what has to be done alone.”

Instead, he called again for a
“political revolution”.

“When millions come together
to say loudly and clearly that our
government belongs to all of us and
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not just a handful of billionaires, we
will transform this country.”

The path towards such a
movement will have to run outside
the Democrats.

Sanders could play a hugely
important role to build it.

If Sanders loses the nomination
to Clinton, he could announce that
he will not back Clinton and run as
an independent socialist candidate
instead.

On other pages...
H Take to the streets as junior doc-

tors plan a strike >>Page 6

Small donations pour in

BERNIE Sanders’
supporters have
raised more individual
donations than
any White House
candidate before.
More than 77,000
supporters donated
more than £14 million
in the run-up to the
lowa caucus.

Almost all of it
came from online

(ER

Bernie

{ . m— O —
This pushed his
total donations past
£23 million.

contributions
averaging £19.
Hillary Clinton
has raised millions
from Wall Street and
corporate America.
They’re desperate
to stop Sanders and
populist Republicans.
Billionaire investor
George Soros donated
a further £4 million.
And media bosses
Haim and Cherul
Saban gave her
£2 million.

How are US
presidents
elected?

US VOTERS will vote on a
new president in November,
but the race to the White
House is already well under
way. Socialist Worker looks at
how the two main parties, the
Democrats and Republicans,
choose their presidential
candidate.

THE US presidential election
takes place every four years,
and the next one is scheduled
for 8 November.

The Republicans and the
Democrats choose their
candidate through a long
process of primaries and
caucuses.

Primaries are ballots open
to all of the party’s supporters
in a particular state.

Meanwhile caucuses are
more like party meetings.

They both elect delegates
to party conventions, who vote
on the candidate.

But there are also
unelected delegates.

The precise process differs
between parties and states.

lowa was the first caucus.
For Democrats it involved
gathering at 1,681 individual
caucuses.

The next primary will be
New Hampshire next Tuesday.

Eleven states vote on
1 March, a critical moment for
the campaign.

Send in the clowns—the
2016 Republican line up

REPUBLICANS IN Iowa pushed
the thuggish Donald Trump into
second—but the winner was
right wing populist Ted Cruz.
Cruz won a key endorsement
on the eve of the poll from the
Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund,

an influential conservative group.

In the appalling Republican
debates, Cruz plumbed new
depths by pumping out not
only Islamophobia but also
antisemitism.

His attack on Trump’s “New
York values”, which he said were
“focused on money and the
media”, was immediately seen
as an attack on the US’s largest
Jewish community.

On Monday night of last week
he said the greatest threat are
“radical Islamic terrorists”.

He pledged the US’s “full
force and fury” against anyone
identified as an enemy.

Most Republican leaders fear
that both Trump and Cruz are
wholly unelectable.

They will be cheered that the
slightly less rabid Marco Rubio
“over performed” with

Ted Cruz resorted to antisemitism

23 percent in third place.

All the Republican hopefuls
are entirely in the pockets of big
business and the generals.

Not one of them admits that
climate change is a reality,
because they don’t want to lose
donations from the fossil fuel
industry.

WHAT WE THINK

TORIES IN CRISIS—BRING
DOWN FORTRESS EUROPE

AVID Cameron

has been seeking to

achieve “reforms” of

the European Union. He

wants to triumphantly
announce that he can now call for
a “stay” vote in the forthcoming
referendum. But the release of the
draft EU renegotiation document
on Tuesday will plunge the Tory
party further into civil war.

One survey suggested that, even
before its release, nearly
70 Tory MPs planned to defy
Cameron and vote to leave the
EU. Scores more MPs are now set
to join them.

Cameron wanted the right to
deny benefits to migrants, and
allow business to decide which
EU rules to follow. He has secured
some nasty measures to use
against migrants.

And Donald Tusk, president
of the EU council, has said that
information from the British
government “shows the type of
exceptional situation” that would
trigger a “safeguard mechanism”
to cut benefits.

But Cameron has still got far
less than he promised—and the
Tory right will tear him apart for it.

Former minister David Mellor
has even compared Cameron’s

TORIES’ RACIST SHAME

AVID CAMERON has been
D outraged at racism this

week. He bemoaned the
fact that,“If you're black, you're
more likely to be in a prison cell
than studying at a top university.”

He said racism should “shame
our nation”.

Yet Cameron leads a party that
even one of his friends last week
described as “essentially racist”.

Black people face systematic
discrimination. In 2014 some
10 percent of prisoners in Britain
were black, yet black people

negotiations to the appeasement
of Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler.

Cameron will be forced to
hope that he can extract further
concessions at the EU summit on
18 February.

He tweeted,“Document shows
real progress in all four areas
where UK needs change but
there’s more work to do”.

He then cut a planned speech
saying he would have to “digest the
details” of the proposals.

For years Cameron has
compromised with those Tories
who want to leave the EU.

But Cameron’s hopes of waving
a Union Jack and frightening the
other EU members into giving him
what he wants has largely failed.

Cameron would
have had to
resign if he had
presided over
Scotland leaving

made up just 2.8 percent of the

population. Black people are more
likely to be in lower-paid jobs and
worse housing than white people.

Reports show that Tory
austerity has hit black and ethnic
minority people twice as hard as
white people.

More than half of young black
men available for work were
unemployed in 2012.

The youth unemployment rate
for black people rose at almost
twice the rate of that for white
people between 2008 and 201 2.
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The basic contradiction for
Cameron and his friends now is
that the big business chiefs, who
the Tories serve, do not want to
leave the EU. But few Tory activists
and backbench MPs want to stay.

Despite his frequent denials,
it was almost inevitable that
Cameron would have had to
resign if he had presided over
Scotland leaving the UK. Leaving
the EU would finish him too.

As the debates swirl around
how hard the government can be
on migrants, socialists have to do
two things.

The first is to insist that the
bosses and bankers are to blame
for the problems in society, not
people from another country.

Blame Google for its
tax-dodging, not ordinary people
fleeing war and poverty.

And we should also make the
case for bringing down Fortress
Europe, scrapping the TTIP trade
deal, standing against austerity in
Greece—and leaving the bosses’
club that is the EU.The Labour
Party should be exposing the EU,
not defending it.

And the Tories’ problems
should also be a spur to step up
resistance, and encourage strikes
and protests.

Cameron complained that
there are too few black people
in universities.Yet the Tories have
allowed universities to increase
tuition fees while scrapping grants
and support for students.

And Cameron constantly whips
up racism by talking up the need
for immigration controls and
attacking Muslims.All of this feeds
the racists who attack black and
Asian people on the street.

Cameron is not on the side of
working class people — black or
white.We should unite against him.

FRIENDS WITH Ty
0FA
el
T o et

B

Moazzam
says
oSk e




Socialist Worker 6 February 2016

NEWS ¢

ANALYSIS
|ALEX CALLINICOS

‘Free movement’ in
the EU is just a myth

SUPPORTERS OF the campaign for Britain to remain in
the European Union (EU) are gearing up their efforts. The
in/out referendum could come as early as June.

One of their arguments will be that the EU, as a
transnational space, transcends the petty limitations imposed
by nation states. It’s ironic that this is happening as such
limitations—in the crudest form of border controls—are
spreading like wildfire across the continent.

The 1985 Schengen Agreement was supposed to restore
the Europe without passports that existed before the outbreak
of the First World War in 1914. Now embracing 26 states
—22 EU member states and four others—it scrapped border
controls among participating countries.

Britain opted out, but its citizens have benefitted from the
ease of movement among European states.

Now this process is going into reverse.

As the refugee crisis exploded last summer, there was a
division in continental Europe. Some states reacted by taking
extraordinary measures to block their borders by erecting
fences and the like—notably Hungary. Others initially
welcomed the refugees—for example, Germany and Sweden.

No longer. In early January the Swedish government
imposed new border controls with Denmark, ending 50 years
of free movement between the two countries.

There are now passport checks on the magnificent Oresund
bridge at the mouth of the Baltic connecting Copenhagen and
Malmo, famous from TV series The Bridge.

German chancellor Angela Merkel is the architect of the
policy of welcoming the refugees in. She is now under very
heavy political fire from within her own Christian Democratic
Union and its more reactionary Bavarian partner the Christian
Social Union.

The German government, a coalition with the Social
Democratic Party, is pledging to deport “secondary
refugees”—those who entered elsewhere in the EU.

Schengen

This distinction is crucial to the EU border control system,
since migrants are meant to stay in the member state
they first entered and wait to have their right to remain
determined. For people who make the hazardous journey
across the Mediterranean, this means staying in countries
such as Greece and Italy where unemployment is high
rather than going to northern Europe, where the jobs are.

This set-up has been under pressure for years as migrants
doggedly push across the borders. Now it has collapsed. The
EU’s response has been characteristic—blame Greece.

The European Commission issued a report last week
threatening to expel Greece from Schengen for failing to
police the longest coastline in the Mediterranean. At the same
time, at the demand of the EU, the Greek state continues to
slash the public services needed to deal with refugees.

There’s also a plan being mooted to help Macedonia—a
small and impoverished non-EU-member state to the north
of Greece—to fortify its borders and prevent migrants from
pressing across to the rest of Europe.

Meanwhile, the EU ponders suspending Schengen, in
theory for a couple of years. These proposals go hand-in-hand
with the negotiations in Brussels to allow Britain to suspend
migration from within the EU as an “emergency” measure
supposedly to protect its welfare system being overwhelmed.

The entire debate is an absurdity in a continent whose
population is rapidly ageing and therefore needs migrants
to sustain its economy. It assumes that migrants represent
simply an economic cost when their labour can generate the
resources to cover any extra demand they represent.

Everyone knows how dependent British hospitals are on

workers from elsewhere in the EU and other parts of the world.

But ultimately the argument is about solidarity and justice
not economics. Europe’s governments are running scared
in the face of racists and fascists like the masked thugs
who stormed through Stockholm on Friday of last week
threatening “north African street-children”.

Fortunately there are two sides in this struggle. The other
side is represented by the two Greek football teams who that
same day sat down at the start of their match to protest at
migrant deaths in the Mediterranean.

This is now the great battle of our time, and everyone has
to decide which side they’re on.

Take to the streets for the
NHS as doctors plan a strike

by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS
|

THOUSANDS OF junior
doctors and supporters
were set to march through
central London on Saturday
and Bristol on Sunday.

This comes ahead of a
planned walkout by junior
doctors in the British Medical
Association (BMA) on
Wednesday of next week from
8am.

The BMA confirmed this
week that talks had failed and
that a strike would go ahead
across England.

Contrary to previous plans,
it will be for 24 hours, up from
nine hours. But it will include
emergency cover, contrary to
plans for an escalation.

Yannis Gourtsoyannis, who
sits on the BMA’s junior doc-
tors’ committee, told Socialist
Worker that the walkout will
happen without “significant
moves from the government.”

Sarah Hallett, a junior
doctor in London, plans to
march on Saturday.

Angry

“You won't find a junior doctor
that supports Tory health sec-
retary Jeremy Hunt,” she said.
“Junior doctors are normally
quite passive and many are
small ‘C’ conservatives—but
everyone’s really angry.”

They are fighting Hunt’s
plans to impose new con-
tracts that would rip apart
terms and conditions, and put
patient safety at risk.

Sarah explained, “The main
issue for us is patient safety—
we're already at breaking
point and the contracts would
make it worse.”

Hunt claims the new con-
tracts are necessary to bring
in “seven day working” in the
NHS to improve patient care.
But health workers already

work seven days a week.

Sarah said, “Hunt isn’t will-
ing to increase the number of
doctors. There’s already a big
problem with recruitment and
retention, especially in acci-
dent and emergency (A&E).

“His plans would stretch
the NHS and make the service
on weekdays suffer.”

Hunt wants to smash work-
ers’ pay, terms and condi-
tions to soften the NHS up for
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THE FIRST junior doctors’ strike won strong support
(above) and focused the anger against Jeremy Hunt (left)

privatisation. Sarah added,
“Many junior doctors are look-
ing at how this is linked to the
NHS crisis and privatisation.”

The Tories have intensi-
fied their assault on the NHS.
The Monitor watchdog and
the NHS Trust Development
Authority have instructed
hospital bosses to deal
with their acute cash crisis
through “headcount reduc-
tion”—sacking staff.

The watchdogs told trusts
to reduce their “financial dis-
tress” if they want access to a
£1.8 billion bailout.

Three years ago hospitals
were told to do the opposite
after the Mid Staffordshire
Hospital scandal.

A wider revolt is growing
in the NHS. NHS students are
set to begin a week of action

A helpline service that doesn't help

THE NHS 111 helpline is
under increasing pressure
with calls rising by up to
30 percent in a year.

An NHS England report
last week criticised the
service after baby William
Mead died. A GP and 111
adviser failed to spot he
had sepsis.

The Tories replaced the
NHS Direct helpline with
111 to cut costs in 2012.

David Wrigley, a GP
in Lancashire, told
Socialist Worker, “The
general feeling is that
it’s ill-conceived and
inappropriate. NHS Direct
was staffed by doctors and

‘It’s everyone’s fight’

nurses, but 111 is based
on staff without medical
training using computer
algorithms”.

David added, “It’s like
a pack of cards—general
practice is on its knees and
A&E is struggling.”

At an emergency
conference of local
committees, GPs voted
unanimously for the
British Medical Association
to “canvass GPs on their
willingness to submit
undated resignations”.

Their employment
status means they cannot
officially take industrial
action.

to save bursaries on Monday.
Jenny Leow, a student
occupational therapist said,
“We’re going to support
junior doctors with a power-
ful weapon—solidarity. NHS
students are going to walk out
from our placements for an
hour next Wednesday.”
Yannis added, “This won’t
be won on newspaper front
pages. We will win by taking
the arguments to the public,
working together and not
being afraid to speak about
issues in political terms.”
London March, Saturday
6 February, assemble
12 noon, Waterloo Place,
London SW1. Facebook on.fb.
me/2033cal
Bristol March Sunday 7
February, assemble 11.30am

Brandon Hill, march to College
Green.

BACK STORY

Junior doctors struck for
24 hours on 12 January

®A survey commissioned
by the BBC showed that
66 percent of the public
backed the action

©Picketing took place
at 169 locations across
England

®Tory health secretary
Jeremy Hunt has made
only very small changes
in the proposed new
contract—which the BMA
rightly rejected

®Negotiations over a new
contract began in October
2013, but stalled when
the government laid down
harsh preconditions
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Scrap

the

Trade Union

Bill—ijoin

TUC action

Activists are preparing for the TUC’s
week of action against the Trade

Union Bill, reports

WORKERS WILL stage strikes
and protests during the TUC’s
week of action against the Tories’
Trade Union Bill next week.

The week is aimed at raising
awareness about the government’s
attack on the right to strike.

But workers are also using the
week of action as a focus for dis-
putes over pay and cuts.

In Lambeth and Bromley in south
London library workers were set to
strike against cuts and privatisation
on the first day of the week of action
(see page 18).

The TUC’s week of action coin-
cides with the bill’'s committee stage
in the House of Lords.

The bill aims to make it harder
for workers to strike.

It would bring in a requirement
for a 50 percent turnout for strike
ballots in “important public sector
services”.

Currently workers can strike
if they win a simple majority in a
ballot.

The bill would also impose
more bureaucratic hoops for trade
unionists taking action to jump
through.

Many workplaces plan to take
part in the Big Workplace Meeting
on Tuesday of next week.

TUC general secretary Frances
O’Grady will broadcast a live video
link up.

In Portsmouth, council workers
plan to join the video link and leaf-
let about the new anti-union laws
the next day.

Rally

In Sheffield the trades council has
organised a lunchtime rally for the
day of action on Thursday of next
week. It is also organising an even-
ing meeting that day.

The TUC is encouraging protests
and walkouts on the day.

Workers at the School of Oriental
and African Studies (Soas) in cen-
tral London plan a rally of all unions
on the campus.

Sandy Nicol, the Unison union
branch secretary there, said they
had written to the Soas director

Raymie Kiernan

BACK STORY

The Trade Union Bill aims to
make it harder for workers to
strike

®The Tories hope the new laws
would force union leaders to
police their members even more
@®The bill would rule many strike
votes illegal by bringing in new
threshold requirements

®The TUC has called a week of
action against the bill

@®Some groups of workers are
taking the chance to stage strikes
as well as protest against the bill

about the week of action.

He said, “We’ve asked them to
make a statement against the Trade
Union Bill to the Department of
Business, Innovation and Skills.

“We’ve also asked them to
respond to us and said the length
of our walkout will depend on how
they respond.”

Ameen Hadi, a Salford City
Unison rep, “We have our branch
AGM on the day of the Big
Workplace Meeting, and we've
invited a junior doctor to come and
speak.

“On the Thursday we’ve organ-
ised a lunchtime event with films
and discussion backed by all three
council unions. Young fast food
workers from Glasgow are coming
to present their film project Serving
Up Change and talk about the
importance of building unions.

“Labour councillors are invited to
speak and put on record their view
of the bill. Some could be standing
for mayor in the future.

“And we’re also showing an
anti-racist film and will be arguing
to mobilise for the 19 March Stand
Up to Racism demo.”

Workers spoke to Socialist Worker in
a personal capacity

On other pages...
H Interview with CWU union leader

Dave Ward >>Pages 14&15
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WORKERS ON a TUC march against Tory austerity in 2011
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Exclusive—Prepare for new Labour

leadership race, says key Corbyn ally

by NICKCLARK
EE

A KEY ally of Labour Party leader
Jeremy Corbyn has told party
activists in north London to
prepare for another leadership
contest.

Jon Lansman, who founded the
Momentum group out of Corbyn’s
successful leadership election
campaign, said, “I'm in no doubt
that after May we could face a
leadership election.

“We have got to be in a
position to be able to run another
leadership campaign after May.”

A number of newspapers and
websites picked up the story after
Socialist Worker reported it online
on Friday of last week.

Lansman made his comments
at a meeting of the Haringey
Momentum branch on Thursday of
last week.

He said Momentum members
should campaign for Labour
candidate Sadiq Khan to win the
London mayoral election in May.

On Scotland he added, “We
can’t be under any illusions. We
are going to lose more seats.”

Right wing Labour MP Michael
Dugher has also suggested that
Corbyn could face a leadership
challenge after the May local
elections.

He told the Mail on Sunday

newspaper that Labour would have
to gain as many as 300 council
seats and win the London Mayoral
elections to avoid a challenge to
Corbyn. He also said Labour would
have to stay in control of the Welsh
Assembly and make gains in the
Scottish elections.

There was some controversy at
the Haringey Momentum meeting
as it was open to Labour Party
members only.

Lansman said the restrictions
were necessary. He said, “The
desire for these restrictions comes
from the top. They come from
Jeremy and John McDonnell.”

Other Momentum groups, such
as Wandsworth in west London,
have agreed to allow non-Labour
members at all of their meetings.

Lansman is right to say that

it is important to defend Corbyn
against the right.

Corbyn was elected Labour
leader because his campaign
mobilised hundreds of thousands
of people looking for change.

Defending Corbyn means
making sure those people stay
active and campaigning.

Lansman said, “We have got to
be as united then as we were last
summer. We have got to mobilise
the same coalition and more.”

But as many as 250 people
attended the first Haringey
Momentum meeting last year.
Thursday’s meeting was made up
of around 50 mostly older Labour
activists.

It was dominated by procedural
arguments between organisers and
speakers from the floor.

One Labour activist at the
meeting argued, “In the summer
before Jeremy got elected he spoke
at the People’s Assembly march of
250,000 people in the middle of
Westminster.

“There were no boundaries
between him and people at that
march. They’re not all Labour
Party members—but I bet that
most of them either paid the £3 or
joined the Labour Party to vote for
him.

“If we don’t allow those people
in then how are they ever going to
be part of our group?”
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nationwide
strike over
pension cut

Workers in Greece were set to take
part in a general strike to defend
their pensions, reports Dave Sewell

WORKERS ACROSS Greece were
set to walk out in the third gen-
eral strike against new pension
cuts on Thursday of this week.

A wave of strikes, over the pen-
sion attack and various sectional
demands, have added to the pres-
sure on union leaders to call action.

Last week saw a 48-hour strike
on the ferries as well as walkouts
by journalists and Athens metro and
national rail workers.

Farmers escalated their daily
blockades of major roads last
Thursday. Their 5,000-strong rally
forced agriculture minister Vangelis
Apostolou to pull out of opening a
major agricultural fair in the second
city Thessalonica.

On the same day local govern-
ment workers occupied town halls
as workers at the largest pension
fund struck. Notaries joined an
ongoing indefinite strike by lawyers.

One of the leading unions in the
fightback has been that of health
workers in Athens.

Trainee surgeon Zanneta
Lysikatou told Socialist Worker,
“Workers are very angry at the gov-
ernment. They understand the pen-
sion law is no good and they are
ready to fight.

“This means we have to do it
right on the day of the strike—and
bring everything to a stop.”

Dragged

Union leaders wanted to delay the
general strike until prime minister
Alexis Tsipras announced the date
of the vote in parliament.

But actions called at a local level
have helped push them.

Radiologist Christos Arghyris
calls this “Guerrilla trade union-
ism—Ilike Che Guevara in the
hospitals.

“We do something in one hospi-
tal, and we spread it and tell other
workers look, you can do this too,”
he said.

Zanneta added, “People are
very disappointed with the union
bureaucracy. They want to take
things into their own hands.”

BACK STORY

Workers in Greece are fighting
attacks on their pensions

®The attacks are part of a
package of austerity measures
pushed through by left party
Syriza

®Lawyers began an indefinite
strike last month

®And workers held a general
strike in December last year

@It came after shipping workers
struck against privatisation and

school students walked out over
a lack of teachers

The failure of the left govern-
ment was meant to show there was
no alternative. Some said workers
would give up on the left and return
to Tory party New Democracy.

Struggling

Instead Syriza won September’s
election and now it’s New Democ-
racy that’s struggling.

Only 400,000 people voted in its
recent leadership election—about
half as many as last time.

New leader Kyriakos Mitsotakis
wants to oppose the government,
but won only narrowly over those
who want to support cuts.

But that doesn’t mean work-
ers accept Syriza’s cuts. Even in its
own ranks, despire thousands leav-
ing, many members back the strikes
against its measures.

Thessalonica student and Syriza
Youth activist Dimitris Arkoudis,
told Socialist Worker, “We support
the general strike.

“The pension law does have some
good things—it takes from those
who can afford it. But there are
things we have to fight.

“Workers and farmers will have
to struggle for something better.”

On other pages...
H Syriza one year on—
what went wrong? >>Page 15
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STRIKING FERRY workers in Greece earlier this month

SOUTH AMERICA

Zika epidemic hits poorest hardest

THE WORLD Health
Organisation declared a global
emergency on Monday of

this week over the Zika virus
epidemic spreading through
Brazil and neighbouring
countries.

The mosquito-borne disease
is expected to infect up to four
million people this year. Most
will be symptomless, making it
harder to track.

Doctors suspect Zika
infections in pregnant women
are to blame for a spike in
newborns with birth defects.

Zika may also be linked with
rare nerve disease Guillain-
Barre syndrome which can cause
paralysis.

The worst affected regions
include many poor areas where
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Spanish Tory Mariano Rajoy

access to healthcare is
more limited.

Brazil’s government has
deployed 200,000 soldiers to
knock on doors giving health
advice. This includes removing
anything that could collect water
where mosquitos could breed.

Governments across the
region are handing out advice to
women urging them not to get
pregnant.

Restrict
Yet these same governments
restrict women’s rights.
Abortion is banned in
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Chile
and the Dominican Republic. It
is virtually banned in Brazil and
Columbia.
No cure or vaccine exists, and

research has been limited. Firms
say this is because until now
Zika was only associated with
relatively mild symptoms.

But this is only part of the
reason.

Mosquito-borne diseases
are among the world’s biggest
killers.

Yet cures for them offer
little profit because they
overwhelmingly affect poor
people.

The reason Zika is now
becoming bigger business is
fear that it could affect tourism
and the coming Olympics—and
spread to the southern US.

A warmer climate, boosted
by this year’s El Nino weather
pattern, is extending the
mosquitos’ reach.

Spanish deadlock continues

THE SPANISH state’s
four leading political
parties met with its
king on Monday and
Tuesday of last week
to break the deadlock
produced by elections
six weeks ago.
Incumbent prime
minister Mariano
Rajoy’s Tory PP
party came first, but
struggled to find
enough supporters

toxic.

to form a new
government.

New arrests of
PP figures over
corruption allegations
made it even more

New radical left
party Podemos
offered to join a
government with
Labour-type PSOE.

But any such
coalition would

require support
from parties that
support Catalan
independence—
something PSOE is
against.

Podemos won
support by promising
radical change.

Joining a
government with
the PSOE would be
a betrayal of those
hopes.
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Our union
will take
on Prevent

AT AN EIS union council
meeting last month we
unanimously passed a
policy against the Prevent
strategy.

The fact that it passed
with no opposition shows
the potential to resist.

Prevent is part of the
Tories’ attack on Muslims.

EIS will now have a
“campaign of rejection
against any attempt to
make training in the
Prevent scheme mandatory
for all teachers and
lecturers”.

To argue for a boycott,
we would need a ballot of
members because the
anti-Muslim strategy is part
of performance.

But this will give us an
opportunity to take the
argument into the colleges.

Penny Gower
EIS council (personal capacity)

Why block
Momentum?

IN WALES we seem to face
the same division in
Momentum as you reported
last week (Socialist Worker,
30 January).

Some want a caucus of
Labour members. Others
want a broader movement
involving all those inspired
by Jeremy Corbyn.

Yet Labour Grassroots
already functions as a
caucus and could grow.

Why does it feel the need
to try and stop Momentum
from developing a wider
movement, which seems to
be its policy at present?

Jeff Hurford
Cardiff

Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW
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APPAREWTLY WE'RE SUFFERING From
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We helped the flood victims
that our council abandoned

I LIVE in West Northumberland

December we were running

But we’re filling the gap for the

and helped found Tynedale Flood
Appeal to help flood victims.

The floods have caused
devastation. Some places here
have been flooded four times since
December.

Many people have had to live
upstairs in their homes because of
the damage. Others had to leave
and a lot are still not home.

People have been told it will be
at least October before their
homes are habitable again. That’s
nearly a year out of their lives.

But we’ve been overloaded with
support. We had to stop accepting
donations because we had so
much stuff.

For the first two weeks in

around like headless chickens
collecting things and delivering
them to people.

We try and make sure people
are clean and safe, and take basics
such as a kettle, a toaster, cutlery
and cleaning materials.

Different support groups are in
contact with each other now. If a
group has something another
needs then we swap things.

The council has done some PR
exercises but there’s not enough
support for people. People are very
angry. They feel abandoned.

There needs to be a plan of
action because we know this will
happen again and climate change
means it will get worse.

council.

One couple in their 70s were
living in a bungalow and it was
completely trashed by the floods.

When we turned up with things
for them they were sharing a fork.
They just burst into tears when
they saw we’d brought them
things.

Many people have been badly
affected by shock. People are upset
and very anxious.

We need to keep the issue in the
media to put pressure on
councillors. They should stop
sitting in meetings and get off
their arses.

Gail Ward
Tynedale Flood Appeal

Mohammed Faisal Abu
Sakha needs your help

I WANTED to let readers
know about the campaign
to defend Mohammed
Faisal Abu Sakha.

Mohammed was arrested
last year and is being held
without charge in Israel.

Nearly 12,000 people
have signed a petition
demanding his release.

Mohammed was arrested
aged 18—and told it was
because he’d previously
been seen throwing a stone
when he was 14.

He was kept in solitary
confinement.

His case has captured

attention because
Mohammed is with the
Palestinian Circus School.
Most of the people in
Israeli prisons don’t have a
lot of media attention. But
his arrest has sparked
international outrage and
can shed light on the reality
of the Israeli state.
Supporters plan to hold a
big demonstration in
solidarity with Mohammed
in London next month.
Please support the
campaign and sign the
petition at bit.ly/1ZXnYYM
Name and address provided

Bernie Sanders can make a difference

I THINK that Bernie
Sanders is a great man
and am praying that he is
elected (Socialist Worker,
30 January).

I am 66 years old and
retired on social security.

It isn’t much so I
moved to Mexico as it is
cheaper to live here. I
hope that Bernie Sanders,
if elected, will help the
Latino population who
are undocumented.

To get real change,
policies need to pass
through Congress. And as
long as the Republicans
are in Congress they will
vote the way their funders

N . i =
US presidential hopeful Bernie Sanders in lowa last month

want them to, not how
the American people do.

But Bernie Sanders is a
start in the right
direction. The Democrats
are a lot better than the
Republicans.

Before the election for
president there are four

L

P

Supreme Court judges
retiring. If a Republican
puts one in, there is no
telling what we will get.

We have to have a
Democrat in the White
House.

Bob Drews

Nuevo Laredo, Mexico
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Goldsmith is
threat to poor

THE LONDON Mayoral
election has two serious
contenders—Labour’s
Sadiq Khan or vile Tory
Zac Goldsmith.

A Goldsmith mayoralty
would help the campaign
to socially cleanse London
of workers and the poor.

Peter Cole
Suffolk

The Daily Mail
is a disgrace

THE DAILY Mail is trying
to undermine support for
helping refugee children
by claiming they are in
fact adults.
It has sunk to a new
low.
Lyndsey Stevens
South London

Tories lost the
Miners’ Strike

THERE’S BEEN a lot of
debate about the 1984-85
Miners’ Strike recently.
| think in a sense the
miners won the strike.
The Tories wanted to
break the spirit of the
working class. They
failed.
Will Counsel
Peterborough

Don’t listen to
Neil Kinnock

NEIL KINNOCK has said
Jeremy Corbyn might
need to step down if he
fails to “connect with the
electorate”.

This is the same
Kinnock who lost two
elections for Labour.

Natalie Greenwood
Sheffield

Thinly-veiled
Islamophobia

REPORTS LAST week
said schools could be
marked down by Ofsted
if students wear the veil.
But the veil is hardly
worn in schools at all.
This is just more racism
aimed at making Muslims
feel under threat.
Lauren Reed
Bristol

Footbhall? The
Sky’s the limit

SKY TV is forcing
Championship football
clubs to move the
day and time of their
matches to better fit
their scheduling.
Now fewer fans can
get to away games. Sky is
killing the game.
Yasmeen
East London
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At the height of the First World War a rebellion was
staged in Britain’s oldest colony. Simon Basketter looks
at how Irish rebels took over Dublin 100 years ago

N EASTER Monday
1916 about 1,600 men
and women seized the
centre of Dublin and
declared an independ-
ent Irish Republic.

A battle raged for six days, result-
ing in the eventual defeat of the insur-
gents and the destruction of large
sections of the city. In the immedi-
ate aftermath 16 of the leaders were
executed, and 3,500 people arrested.

Yet the Easter Rising gave birth to
a movement that drove Britain out of
26 counties of Ireland, and laid the
basis of the modern Irish state.

The rebels blocked Sackville (now
O’Connell) Street by detonating a
bomb on a commandeered tram.

The explosion shattered the
window of Noblett’s sweet shop—
people dodged bullets to make off
with the chocolate.

People sat in the remains of other
shop windows trying on boots and
shoes, some for the first time.

Children ransacked an upmarket
Grafton Street fruit shop, dragging
away “great bunches of bananas”.
Bread carts were “looted by hungry
mobs”. The rising was fought by the
Irish Volunteers, the smaller Irish
Citizen Army, and a women’s auxil-
iary organisation.

The British were initially caught off
guard because they were engaged in
a much bigger fight on their “eastern
front” in Belgium and France.

The extensive spy network claimed
to have Republicans and socialists

LORD LIEUTENANT Baron
Wimborne—a viceroy over Ireland,
appointed by the British (above)
The Irish Citizen Army outside
the Liberty Hall in Dublin, an
organising hub for the Rising
(below)
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“under a microscope”. But an intel-
ligence report two days before the
rising reported “no sign of a ‘rising”.

The rebels knew they would face
an overwhelming British military
response. Groups of rebels took a series
of sites—including a factory, courts
and the General Post Office (GPO).

It was a rebellion of the young. One
group in a plush area of Dublin con-
vinced a chauffeur to park his impres-
sive car carefully but permanently in
a barricade. One unsympathetic wit-
ness said, “Many of them were mere
boys, in fact only one in ten was a
man. They had a great many young
girls ranging from 13 to 20.”

One clear-cut Republican military
success was the defeat and surren-
der of a column of the Royal Irish
Constabulary in Ashbourne, about
12 miles north of Dublin.

Another occurred around Mount
Street Bridge, over the Grand Canal.
A small detachment inflicted huge
casualties on a regiment of British sol-
diers trying to march on the capital.

The next day a single gunshot saw
a British column retreat, according to
its officers “utterly flummoxed”.

The British ruled Ireland as a trou-
blesome colony. In 1874 even Tory
prime minister Benjamin Disraeli
admitted Ireland was “governed by
laws of coercion that do not exist in
any other quarter of the globe”.

Ireland was headed by a viceroy
appointed by Britain. At the time of
the rising it was brandy-swilling Lord
Lieutenant Baron Wimborne. He gave
his telephone orders in bad French
“to confuse eavesdroppers”.

Anti-Catholic sectarianism
remained deeply embedded into the
structure of British rule and Irish soci-
ety (see box, right).

HE GROWTH of a

more confident if con-

servative class of Irish

capitalists and land

owners added respect-

able demands for more
independence to militant urban and
rural protest.

British rule ultimately rested on
force. By 1914, as Irish historian
David Fitzpatrick put it, “a private
army ruled in Ulster with the acqui-
escence of the state”.

Edward Carson’s Tory-backed
Ulster Volunteers had smuggled in
25,000 guns. Some 57 of 70 British
army officers quit rather than take on
Carson’s force.

Sir Henry Wilson was one of
the most senior British soldiers to
encourage a British Army mutiny.
When he warned that if you lost
Ireland, you lost the Empire, he
spoke of a common nightmare
among Britain’s rulers.

Just 15 percent of the adult popu-
lation had a vote in national elections
in Ireland in 1910.

Westminster had put Home Rule
on the long finger once again.

T.W. Russell MP warned that “if you
set up a Parliament in College Green
... the wealth, education, property and
prosperity of Ulster will be handed over
to a Parliament which will be elected
by peasants dominated by priests”.

He objected to peasants, and
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IRISH REPUBLIC ||

Catholic peasants at that, electing a
parliament. But anti-imperialism was a
growing movement around the world.

In 1913 Republican leader Patrick
Pearse wrote, “There will be in the
Ireland of the next few years a mul-
titudinous activity of Freedom Clubs,
Young Republican Parties, Labour
organisations, Socialist groups, and
what not; bewildering enterprises
undertaken by sane persons and
insane persons, by good men and bad
men, many of them seemingly contra-
dictory, some mutually destructive,
yet all tending towards a common
objective, and that objective: the Irish
Revolution.”

Pearse is alleged to have said that,
if nothing else, the rising would see
the end of several bad poets. But they
were considerably more than that.
They were nationalists, suffragists,
revolutionary socialists who fought
for a republic of equals.

In a heroic but unsuccessful battle
against the bosses, Irish workers had
fought the Dublin lockout in 1913.

The Irish Citizens Army developed

out of the organised workers who had
defended strikers.

Their headquarters was that of rev-
olutionary Marxist James Connolly’s
Irish Transport and General Workers
Union. From the outbreak of war it
displayed a banner reading, “Neither
King nor Kaiser but Ireland”.

During the rising Connolly made
sure the Starry Plough, the flag of
Irish Labour, flew over the Rebel-
occupied Imperial Hotel.

The hotel was owned by William

The government in
London resolved to
‘spread terror’ in
Ireland by imposing

martial law
]

Martin Murphy, the Irish boss who
had set out to smash the unions in
the lockout.

HE PROCLAMATION of
The Republic that came
from the rising was
addressed to “Irishmen
and Irishwomen”. That
was significant, as was
the promise of universal suffrage.
This was a time when nationalist
leader John Dillon could declare that
“women’s suffrage will, I believe, be
the ruin of our Western civilisation. It
will destroy the home, challenging the
headship of man, laid down by God.”
Some conservative republicans
rescinded the rebellion order on
Easter Monday and a shipment of
guns was intercepted in Kerry. This
stopped many more from taking part
across the country. But in truth the
rising was not enough to take on the
British Empire.
The government in London
resolved to “spread terror” through
martial law. General Sir Grenfall
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Who are the true ‘inheritors’ of Rising?

THE EASTER Rising did not
introduce violence to Irish politics.
People were shot during election
campaigns before the Rising. Street
fighting was an established part of
electioneering.

Sectarian riots in Belfast drove
hundreds of Catholics from their
workplaces during 1912. Strikers
and their supporters were batoned
and sometimes killed.

Over the years many have poured
scorn on the “blood sacrifice” of the
Rising that failed militarily. But the
real, far bigger “blood sacrifice” was
the First World War.

Russian revolutionary leader
Lenin defended the Easter Rising.
“To imagine that social revolution
is conceivable without revolts by
small nations in the colonies and

in Europe is to repudiate social
revolution,” he wrote.

“Their misfortune was to have
risen prematurely, when the revolt
of the European working class has
not yet matured.”

Political leaders in Southern
Ireland have competed to be the
true inheritors of 1916. The new
state dumped the social
radicalism that inspired
a section of the rebels. It
emphasised the religious
and the pious.

Armed struggle was
embarrassing because
it could legitimise the
fight of republicans
in Northern Ireland.

The 100th anniversary
was to celebrate

reconciliation and the queen was
initially invited to attend.

Instead it has started with
protests against attempts by
developers to destroy the area
around the GPO.

Irish socialist Kieran Allen’s new
book, 1916 Ireland’s revolutionary
tradition (left), powerfully recounts
a proud tradition that traces
resistance to empire and
capitalism from 1916 to
today.

He argues, “The best
way to commemorate the
1916 rising would be a new
revolt to change Ireland—
so that it will be in reality,
[as the proclamation says]

'-E' ‘cherishing all the children of

LIR3]

the nation equally’.

P T S
Mazxwell took thousands of prisoners.

Of these 1,867 were deported
and 171 tried, with 90 sentenced
to death. Fifteen were shot, includ-
ing Connolly, before public disquiet
ended the policy.

The Rising showed that Britain
could be challenged. Its power was
not unassailable. The issue of Irish
self-determination would have to be
dealt with. That was an achievement.

Just weeks before the Rising
Connolly wrote, “We are out for
Ireland for the Irish. But who are the
Irish? Not the rack-renting, slum-own-
ing landlord; not the sweating, profit-
grinding capitalist; not the sleek and
oily lawyer; not the prostitute press-
man—the hired liars of the enemy.

“Not these are the Irish upon
whom the future depends. Not these,
but the Irish working class, the only
secure foundation upon which a free
nation can be reared.

“The cause of labour is the cause
of Ireland, the cause of Ireland is
the cause of labour. They cannot be
dissevered.”

Rule by violence
and sectarianism

IRELAND WAS Britain’s oldest
colony. After it was fully
conquered in the 17th century the
English rulers sent in Protestant
colonists to impose their will on
native Catholics.

Britain prevented the economic
development of much of Ireland.
During the 1840s famine more
than a million Irish people died.

In the 1880s sections of the
British ruling class encouraged
sectarianism in response to
demands for Home Rule. They
were terrified it would encourage
independence across the Empire.

Repression after the Rising,
and an attempt to introduce
conscription in Ireland, fuelled
anger against Britain.

After an overwhelming vote
for independence and the setting
up of an Irish parliament Britain
attempted repression again.

It created the Black and Tan
death squads, which carried
out vicious attacks. The mass
guerilla resistance efforts of tens
of thousands of republicans made
Ireland ungovernable.

There was also a massive
increase in working class
struggle, including a general
strike against military repression
in Limerick in February 1919.

Agricultural labourers in the
south west of Ireland began
occupying land.

By 1921 the British ruling class
was forced to accept that it could
not hold onto all of Ireland.

It began imposing the division
of Ireland from April 1921. It
partitioned off the six counties
of the north, creating a sectarian
statelet described by its first
prime minister as “a Protestant
state for a Protestant people.”

6 February 2016
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and democratically plans how they
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
aworkers’militia.

At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and
imperialism. We oppose all
immigration controls.

We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence. We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women. We are for an end
to all forms of discrimination
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and file
movement within the unions.

To join us, turnto page 16 or go to
WWW.SWP.0rg.uk

or phone 020 7840 5602 for
more information

{ SOCIALIST WORKER
PUBLIC MEETINGS

PORTSMOUTH

Jeremy Corhyn,Labour and
the fight for socialism

Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central,

Rivers St,PO5 4EY

{ SOCIALIST WORKER
BRANCH MEETINGS
Weekly meetings to discuss
political issues and our local
interventions. All welcome.

ABERDEEN

Marxism and Women’s
Liberation

Thu 11 Feb, 6pm,

The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB101JG

BARNSLEY

The rise of the Nazi Front
National in France—how
can it be stopped?

Thu 11 Feb,6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St,
S701AP
BIRMINGHAM:CITY CENTRE
Capitalism in crisis—is
Marx still relevant?

Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B11EQ

BOLTON

After Cop21—

why capitalism can’t
save the planet

Thull Feb,6.30pm,
Bolton Socialist Club,

16 Wood St (off
Bradshawgate),

BL11DY

BRADFORD

War onTerror to Prevent—
Islamophobiatoday
Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,

Glyde House,

Glydegate, BD5 0BQ
CAMBRIDGE

After Cop21—

why capitalism can’t
save the planet

Thu 11 Feb, 7.30pm,

St Paul’s,

Hills Rd,CB2 1JP
CARDIFF

Pride, politics and
protest—a Marxist analysis
of LGBT+ oppression
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF244HX

CHELMSFORD

The fight for the NHS
Thu 18 Feb,7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,

CM12QL

CHESTERFIELD

Greece —the struggle heats
up, an eyewitness report
Thull Feb,7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library,

New Beetwell St,
S401QN

COLCHESTER

Is Bernie Sanders the
US’s Jeremy Corhyn?
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,

The Odd One Qut,

28 Mersea Rd,

CO27ET

COVENTRY

Fighting police racism
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre,

159 Spon St,

CV13BB

DERBY

Why is hig pharma bad
for your health?

Thull Feb, 7pm,

West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next

to Britannia Mill),

DE22 3BL

DONCASTER

Is Bernie Sanders the
US’s Jeremy Corhyn?
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Women's Centre,

21 Cleveland St,
DN13EH

STAND UP TO RACISM PUBLIC MEETINGS

Refugees Welcome
Here—

LONDON:TOWER
HAMLETS

Thu 3 Mar, 4.15pm,
London Muslim Centre,
46 Whitechapel Rd,
E11JX

LONDON:HACKNEY
Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner
Lower Clapton Rd),
E50PU

LONDON:TOTTENHAM
Tue 23 Feb,7.30pm,

West Indian Cultural Centre,
9 Clarendon Rd, N8 0DJ

DUDLEY

The rise of the Nazi Front
National in France—how
canit be stopped?

Wed 10 Feb, 8pm,

The What Centre,

23 Coventry St,DY8B 1EP
DUNDEE

The hirth of the Russian
Revolution 99 years on
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD11LL

EDINBURGH

Why are there so few strikes?
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,

7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL
EXETER

Floods and droughts —
the politics of water
Thull Feb, 7pm,

New Horizon Cafe,

47 Longbrook St,

EX4 6AW
GLASGOW:NORTH

Missile madness—why
we say Trident must go
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,

Posh Nosh Cafe,

86 Maryhill Rd,

G207QB
GLASGOW:SOUTH

James Connolly and

the Easter Rising

Thu 11 Feb, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths,

99 Calder St,G42 7RA
HARLOW

The unions,Labour and the
fight against austerity
Thu 11 Feb, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,

1 Church Leys,

CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD

What do we mean hy
international socialism?
Wed 10 Feb, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,

2 New North Parade (near
both train and bus stations),
HD15JP

IPSWICH

Prospects for

socialists in 2016

Thull Feb, 7pm,

Labour Club,33-35 Silent St,
IP11TF

LANCASTER

After Cop21—

why capitalism can’t
save the planet

Thull Feb, 7pm,

Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA11TX

LONDON:SOUTH
Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,
Balham Baptist Church,
PARETIN T
SW128QX

LONDON:EALING
Tue 23 Feh,7.30pm,
St Mary’s Church Hall,
St Mary’s Rd,

W5 5RH

SHEFFIELD

Mon 15 Feb, 7pm,

Sheffield Hallam University,
Owen Building,

Pennine Lecture Theatre,
S11WB

Marching against racism

LEEDS:CITY CENTRE
IsTrotsky still

relevant today?

Thu 1l Feb, 7pm,

The Swarthmore
Education Centre,

2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS31AD

LIVERPOOL

Therise of the Nazi Front
National in France—how
canit be stopped?

Wed 17 Feb, 7pm,

The Brink Cafe,

21 Parr St (near

Concert Square),

L14JN
LONDON:BRENTAND HARROW
Pride, politics and
protest—a Marxist analysis
of LGBT+ oppression
Thu 11 Feb, 7.30pm,

The Pepperpot Centre,
laThorpe Close,

Ladbroke Grove (very
close to the station),
W105XL
LONDON:BRIXTON
Marxism and imperialism—
Why does capitalism
create wars?

Wed 17 Feb, 7pm,

Vida Walsh Centre,

2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd,
facing Windrush Square),
SW21EP
LONDON:CAMDEN

Will there be another
economic slump?

Thull Feb, 7pm,
University College London,
Chadwick Building - G07,
Gower St,

WC1E 6BT
LONDON:EALING

How we beat the
anti-union laws last time
and how we can do it today
Thu 11 Feb, 7.30pm,

West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,

Acton,

W3 6ND
LONDON:HACKNEY

A socialist history of

the Labour Party

Thull Feb,7.30pm,

The Round Chapel,

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner
Lower Clapton Rd),
E50PU
LONDON:HARINGEY

The politics of disahility
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
StJohn Vianney,

4 Vincent Rd,

N153QH

LONDON:ISLINGTON

Not for sale —the fight for
council housing for all
Thu 1l Feb, 7pm,

The Old Fire Station,

84 Mayton St,

N7 6QT

LONDON: KINGSTON
Pride,politics and

protest—a Marxist analysis

of LGBT+ oppression
Thull Feb, 7pm,

Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,

KT12PT
LONDON:LEWISHAM

What do we mean by

the united front?

Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community
and Arts Centre,

141 Greenwich High Rd
(near Greenwich main

line and DLR station),
SE108JA
LONDON:NEWHAM

Human nature —are we
too selfish for socialism?
Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next
to Morrisons car park),
E151HP
LONDON:SOUTHWARK
Capitalism vs the
climate—how do we stop
environmental disaster?
Thu 11 Feb, 7pm,
Camberwell Leisure
Centre (Room 2),
Artichoke Place (Off
Camberwell Church St),
SE58TS

LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS
Are we headed for another
economic slump?

Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,

Oxford House,

Derbyshire St

(opposite Bethnal

Green RdTesco),

E26HG
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST
Marxism and imperialism—

Why capitalism leads to war

Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House,
laJewel Road (off Hoe St),
E174QU

LUTON

The Middle East,
imperialism and Isis

Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Stockwood Hotel,

41-43 Stockwood Crescent

(enter via London Rd car park),

LU13SS

MANCHESTER:CHORLTON
Missile madness —why
we say Trident must go
Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,
Chorlton Central Church
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER:CITY CENTRE
The European Union—do
we stay in or get out?
Thu 1l Feb, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M25NS
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT
AND LEVENSHULME
The European Union—do
we stay in or get out?
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Food Factory,
884 Stockport Rd,
Levenshulme,
M19 3BN
MEDWAY
Marxism,sexuality
and gender
Thu 11 Feb,7.30pm,
Nucleus Arts Centre
/ (Conference Room),
/272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
The European Union—do
we stay in or get out?
Thu 1l Feb, 7pm,
The Labour Club,
11 Leazes Park Rd,
NE14PF
NORTHAMPTON
Fortress Europe and the
fight for free movement
Wed 17 Feb, 7.30pm,
The Lab,
95-97 Charles St,
NN13BG
NORWICH
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Are we heading for another

economic slump?
Thull Feb,7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,

NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM

Stop bomhing Syria—no
to war in the Middle East
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
International
Community Centre,

61b Mansfield Rd,
NG13FN

O0XFORD

Missile madness—why
we say Trident must go
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Restore,

Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
0X41YH

PLYMOUTH

Tell me why I don’t like
Mondays—Marxism
and alienation

Thu 11 Feb, 7pm,
Quaker House,

74 Mutley Plain,
PL46LF

PORTSMOUTH

Missile madness—why
we say Trident must go
Wed 17 Feb, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St,

PO54EY

ROTHERHAM

The Middle East,
imperialism and Isis
Wed 24 Feb, 7pm,

Talbot Lane Methodist
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,

S602EY
SHEFFIELD:CITY CENTRE
Not for sale —the fight for
council housing for all
Thu 18 Feb,7.30pm,
Central United

Reformed Church,

60 Norfolk St (near
Crucible Theatre),
S12JB

SOUTHAMPTON

The Egyptian
Revolution—five years
on after the uprising
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
S0152GY

SWANSEA

How do we stop the Tories
destroying the NHS?
Thu 11l Feb,7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,

SA2 0BP

TELFORD

Is Bernie Sanders the
US’s Jeremy Corbyn?
Thu 1l Feb,7.30pm,
Carriages,

The Parade,

Wellington,

TF11PY

WAKEFIELD

The Communist Manifesto—
is it relevant today?

Thu 11 Feb, 7pm,
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,

WF13LJ

WIGAN

What is fascism and
how do we fight it?

Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,

Little Fifteen pub,

17-19 Wallgate (opposite
Wigan Post Office),
WN11LD
WOLVERHAMPTON
ANDWALSALL

Missile madness—why
we say Trident must go
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
The Royal Hotel,
Ablewell St,

WS12EL

YORK

The Danish Girl —the fight
for transgender rights
Wed 10 Feb, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel,

4 Fawcett St,

Y010 4AH

{ "R 3

DORCHESTER

The floods,austerity and cuts
Sat 6 Feb, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club,

Colliton Park,

DT11XJ

Organised by Dorset Socialists
LANCASTER

What have the unions
ever done for us?

Wed 10 Feb, 7pm,

Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA11TX

Organised by Lancaster Trades
Council, part of TUC heart
unions week of action 8-14 Feb
NATIONAL

Unite Against Fascism
national conference
Sat 6 Feb,9.30am,

NUT HQ, Hamilton House,
Mableton Place,

Central London,
WC1H9BD.

Supported by the NUT

and CWU unions and
Stand Up To Racism
uaf.org.uk

Stop Trident—

march and rally

Sat 27 Feb,12 noon,
Central London meeting
point, with march to
Trafalgar Square.

Called by the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament.
cnduk.org

Marxism Festival

Thu 30 June—Mon 4 July,
Central London.

A five-day annual political
festival hosted by the
Socialist Workers Party.
marxismfestival.org.uk
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EXHIBITION

Trumbo delivers a
blow to McCarthyi

powerful
e terror

A new film about blacklisted screenwriter Dalton Trumbo brilliantly avoids
the pitfalls of a Hollywood film on Hollywood, says Tomas Tengely-Evans

A HOLLYWOOD film about the
witch hunt of some of Hollywood'’s
biggest names during the 1940s
and 1950s could all too easily be a
liberal fantasy.

However, upcoming film Trumbo
is both a funny and powerful portrait
of the “McCarthyite” witch hunts that
smashed the US left for a generation.

Bryan Cranston (Breaking Bad’s
Walter White) gives a convinc-
ing portrayal of blacklisted screen-
writer Dalton Trumbo, famous for
classics such as Roman Holiday and
Spartacus.

He was hauled in front of “House
Un-American Activities Committees”
in 1947 along with hundreds of other
left wingers.

It’s clear that there are sides—
and the audience knows whose side
they’re supposed to be on.

The Motion Picture Alliance, an
“anti-Communist” outfit, is run by
the racist actor John Wayne (David
James Elliot) and gossip columnist
Hedda Hopper (Helen Mirren).

Shooting

Trumbo brilliantly takes down
Wayne’s patriotism. He points out
that he was “shooting blanks” on a
set during the Second World War.

Wayne’s performances when he’s
denouncing Communism are “good”.
But that’s only “because he’s not
acting,” says the liberal actor Edward
G Robinson (Michael Stuhlbarg).

Hopper orders MGM studios to
sack Trumbo. If they refuse she’ll use
her position to stir up Antisemitism
against them.

Those who stand in the middle of
the road don’t get an easy ride in the
film.

When asked “Are you or have
you ever been a member of the

Communist Party?”, Trumbo and
nine others refused to dignify it
with an answer. The Hollywood Ten
were sent to jail for “contempt of
Congress”.

You see the initial support they
received and how it melted away.

Humphrey Bogart and other big
names flew out to support the ten,
but under pressure said the trip was
“fll-advised, even foolish”.

RIGHT WING hack Hetta Hopper (Helen Mirren) and blacklisted
Communist screen writer Dalton Trumbo (Bryan Cranston)

In Trumbo the Edward G Robinson
betrays his jailed friends and gives
names to the House. As Cleo Trumbo
(Diane Lane) dryly remarks, “Where
have all the liberals gone?”

One of the best performances is by
Louis CK as screen writer Arlen Hird.

His character acts as Trumbo’s
Communist conscience and repre-
sents the scores of Communist writ-
ers who refused to give up their

beliefs. After serving his jail term, the
film focuses on Trumbo’s attempts to
undermine the blacklist.

McCarthyism was about more
than Hollywood—the right used it
to assault the socialist, workers’ and
Civil Rights movements.

As Trumbo quips, “If you think this
is about the movies you're an idiot.”

For a biographical picture, the film
nods to this context well.

Arguing

You see a snapshot of the bitter
six-month strike by set decorators,
with Trumbo spurring them on then
arguing about it at a poolside party.

In the film’s closing credits, it
acknowledges that hundreds of ordi-
nary teachers, health workers and
other union members were thrown
out of work and blacklisted.

Nor is Trumbo presented as a
hard-done-by liberal who “flirted”
with Communism.

In a well-crafted and touching
scene, Trumbo’s daughter Niki (Elle
Fanning) asks, “Are you a Communist
Dad?” “Yes,” he explains.

His relationship with his daughter,
who goes into Civil Rights organising,
keeps a connection with the political
backdrop.

They often clash. But that partly
reflects tensions between the film
being about Trumbo’s personal battle
against the blacklist, writing scripts
under pseudonyms, and the political
fight.

Trumbo is by far Hollywood’s best
treatment of the terror unleashed
against the US left during the Cold
War.

Trumbo

Directed by Jay Roach
One Entertainment
On general release

Hollywood blockbuster puts spotlight on Wall Street

FILM

THE BIG SHORT

What makes the
film fascinating is how
this group of insiders

Steve Carell is likeable
as the brash subversive
Mark Baum, leading a

Obviously there’s a
huge contradiction in
Hollywood celebrating

Directed Adam McKay
On general release

A FILM about the global
financial crisis has five
Oscar nominations.

Big Short, based on
journalist Michael Lewis’
work, is an entrancing
depiction of the lives of
capitalist traders in the
years before Lehman
Brothers’ collapse in 2008.

The outcome of this
story is already common
knowledge.

decided to bet against the
delusional presumptions
of the stock market.
Director Adam
McKay’s reputation is in
comedies—and he uses
ruses drawn from them to
explain key jargon.
Informative sequences
by US celebrities directly
address the audience.
Christian Bale is
physically impressive as
autistic maths-obsessed
hedge fund manager
Michael Burry.

Brad Pitt stars as a morally
compromised banker

separate hedge fund
operation.
Ryan Gosling hams it up
as trader Jared Vennett.
Brad Pitt features in the
minor role of the morally
compromised retired
hedge funder Ben Rickert.
The film’s often wobbly,
unfocussed camera work
and scattershot edits give
it a documentary feel.
Contemporary music
snippets help locate
the particular years the
narrative covers.

this film’s exposure
of irrational capitalist
realities.

And of course, the
whistleblowers in the
film make a killing for
themselves to retire very
comfortably.

But the film ends with
an absolutely pertinent
comment on Donald
Trump’s scary vision.

This movie will
exhilarate and exasperate
readers in equal measure.
Nick Grant

THE INNOVATION RACE—
MANCHESTER’S MAKERS
JOIN THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Museum of Science and
Industry

Manchester M3 4FP.

Unitl 16 April

Free entry
msimanchester.org.uk

JUST ONE year into the
First World War, the British
Army was faced by an
acute shortage of shells,
having fired so many in the
imperialist slaughter.
The “Shells Crisis” caused
a major political problem for
British government.
Munitions factories began
popping up across Britain.
It spurred new innovations

. 1
Women join the workforce

in mass slaughter but also
changed the working class as
women became an integral
part of the workforce.

This exhibition partly looks
at the effect of this munitions
drive in Manchester and the
innovations made in the city.

Among the pieces on
display are a selection of
original diaries, company
archives, sketches and
letters.

TOP 5 BOOKS

Bestsellers at Bookmarks,
the socialist Bookshop

1916: Ireland’s
Revolutionary Tradition
Kieran Allen

A Very Capitalist
Condition—a history

and politics of disability
Roddy Slorach

Bob Marley: Roots,
Reggae and Revolution
Brian Richardson

Marxism and Women'’s
Liberation

Judith Orr

A History of Ancient
Egypt: From the First
Farmers to the Great
Pyramid

John Romer

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop

at 1 Bloomsbury Street,
London WC1B 3QE
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INTERVIEW

AVE Ward was

elected last

year as gen-

eral secretary

of the union

for postal
and telecom workers, the
Communication Workers
Union. It has over 200,000
members.

How are you approaching
the job?

As general secretary you
can set the agenda in

the union, and I'm trying
to learn from previous
experience.

One of the conclusions
that helped me quickly get
behind Jeremy Corbyn is
that you can’t avoid putting
issues in a wider context.

New Labour had some
achievements, but its
supporters never talk about
its failings.

Its biggest failing was
that it didn’t bring about a
lasting change for a more
equal society.

Since I started work in
1976 as a messenger boy,
there’s definitely been a shift
away from workers towards
employers.

The world of work has
been transformed—for the
worse. New Labour in its
obsessively pro-business way
allowed this shift to take
place almost under our noses.

In the postal industry
New Labour supported the
liberalisation agenda in
advance of the rest of Europe.

Politicians say competition
is beneficial and leads to
growth, but there’s another
side that they completely
ignore.

Competition means a
worse service, and workers
employed on worse terms and
conditions.

To reverse that shift needs
a political and an industrial
solution.

Like us, you’ve been
enthusiastic about Jeremy
Corbyn’s election. Yet

you haven’t always been
Labour’s strongest supporter.
I stood for general secretary
on a ticket that said Labour’s
not going to get something for
nothing.

New Labour was making
decisions that caused us huge
problems. They privatised
the work we did before they
privatised the company.

I didn’t think I could justify
our union giving money
to Labour when they were
shafting our members and our
industry.

I can’t stand people such as
Peter Mandelson saying we’ve
got to get closer to the Tories
to be electable.

People say Corbyn is
pushing a hard left agenda. It’s
baloney—it would have been a
centre-left agenda back in the
1970s or 1980s.

This is our chance to change
Labour back to a party that
does support working people,
people who are vulnerable. It

Dave Ward
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der Dave Ward (with megaphone) rally outside Parliament last year

WE NEED A
STRATEGY
TO WIN

CWU union leader Dave Ward spoke to Charlie Kimber
about the prospects for Jeremy Corbyn, why more power
has shifted to the bosses—and how we can win it back

comes down to policies.
There are three key themes
that Labour has to develop.
One is the economy. We
have got to start having a
government that is prepared to
intervene in the market.
Everybody knows the
failings of the free market.
Secondly, renationalisation.
I don’t think it’s about saying
you can privatise everything,
or renationalise everything.
For some things there
is such a strong case for

New Labour’s
biggest failing
is that it didn’t
create a more
equal society

PICTURE: Guv SMALLMAN

renationalisation, such as
railways, the NHS, welfare and
Royal Mail.

I would like to see
employees owning some
businesses, but with new
models that go beyond getting
the scraps when all the
investors have taken their bit.

I'm talking about proper
workers’ ownership and
workplace democracy.

Thirdly, housing. I think
Labour’s got to be bold. I'm fed
up hearing about how Barratt

DEBATES
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and other firms are going
to build us out of a housing
crisis.

I got married when I was
21, and had a family young.
I had a job in the post office
and we got a council flat
pretty much as soon as we got
married.

I had that security. I look
at my kids now, I know they
haven’t got that start.

If Labour is going to win
the election it has to be bold
and radical. It has to be
prepared to say it will shift
wealth to workers.

Corbyn faces formidable

enemies, including in
his own party. And the
experience of Syriza in
Greece shows how the rich
react to the threat of change.
I think everything’s possible.
You can win people over. And
if you win people over you
can shift those big controlling
forces in society which are
built around big corporate
companies.

We know the power of the
banks and other institutions.
But that is a battle that is
always there.

I sense that with the right
strategies now you can make
some inroads into that.

It’s about alliances. I go to
People’s Assembly meetings
and other meetings and
there are a lot of people who
are willing to fight, even in
difficult circumstances.

What I don’t see is an
overarching strategy. Corbyn
is starting to make us all think
about that strategy.

And we have to be
patient. If Corbyn is elected
saying he will renationalise
three industries and he
manages one, that’s still an
improvement, still a success.

As for the MPs who
oppose Corbyn, the party will
eventually change, people will
join in the constituencies.

Corbyn is going to become
the moral compass of the party
and the policies have got to
grow around that.

We can see the difficulties
Corbyn is facing over an
issue like Trident.
With Trident I would say
there’s a different debate
today to the 1970s.

I think saying we’re all
against nuclear weapons is the
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wrong starting point.

There will be huge pressure
on Corbyn.

The shadow defence
secretary Emily Thornberry,
said, let’s assess the security
threats to Britain again.

When was the last time we
did that? People do worry
about security, it’s natural.

Do we value proper services
or do we want to spend money
on something that might or
might not happen, and if it
does happen there’s none of us
here anyway?

You can make a rational
argument now that goes
beyond the traditional. I think
it is a winnable argument.

How do the unions need to
change?

I want to put more resources
into frontline reps and making
a workplace strong in its own
right. I want members to

feel confident to bring about
change in their workplace.

I'm a supporter of resolving
issues before you have a
dispute. The heart of that goes
to how strong you are in a
workplace.

I was a rep in Tooting,
where I learnt about trade
unionism.

People say I'm the general
secretary and must have a lot
of power. I was most powerful
when I was at Tooting.

I knew ultimately if I said
to members that management
have gone beyond what’s
acceptable that we would get a
response, whether a walkout,
sitting in the canteen, not
doing overtime.

Management knew that.
That was when you were
strong. The challenge is how
do you recreate that strength
today?

I'm all for people who stand
up and fight but there’s not a
coordinated strategy.

I think we need a redesign
of our movement. We should
construct a bargaining
agenda across the trade union
movement on key issues.

I think we should pick three
or four issues that every union
signs up to.

It still leaves room for
unions to have their own
collective bargaining agenda.

As for recruitment and
organising, something
has to be wrong if
we’re in one of -‘i
the harshest %‘
periods in {,i_
the world of
work, yet union
membership is 1
declining. ﬁ‘.

I want unions to
come together and
talk about working
together, not fight each
other for members.

How should unions react to
the Trade Union Bill?
The Trade Union Bill is a
challenge and a threat. We
have to discuss doing things
differently to begin the process
of unravelling it.

The CWU has called for

Conditions for
many workers,
including post
workers, (top)
have deteriorated
since the 1970s
and 1980s.
Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn
(above) promises
to redress the
balance

Raising demands

full support for the TUC week
of action, we have plans for
Thursday 11 February.

It’s important to oppose the
bill, but it will go through,
and the week of action is also
about preparing for what
comes afterwards.

There are arguments about
having a general strike.

I've listened to debate
at the TUC and at the end
some people are for a general
strike, and some aren’t, but
the debate ends with nobody
doing anything.

Saying I'm for a general
strike can be a cover for
inaction.

Every union has to resolve
to do more.

It would have been a good
idea for the TUC to write a
personal letter to every trade
unionist—six million people—
urging them to take action on
Thursday 11 February.

It would have had an
impact.

We have to take the fight
beyond the parliamentary
process and we will have to
choose our moments when
the new laws are used
against workers.

Socialist Worker will interview
a number of union leaders and
other figures on the left over the
coming weeks to discuss how to
build a bigger fightback to the
Tories

ANALYSIS

Syriza one year on—
what went wrong?

The celebration that
followed left party
Syriza’s election last
year has given way to
bitterness, says

Dave Sewell

GREEK RADICAL left party
Syriza’s election in January
2015 was heralded as a
new era for the left all over
the world. Its anniversary
went almost unmarked
outside Greece itself.

There, leader Alexis Tsipras
made a speech claiming
he had no alternative
but to slash pensions.

Days later he was in
Israel shoring up a tight
new alliance. He’s also
made huge retreats over
anti-racism, LGBT+ rights
and the environment.

To justify last year’s
buzzwords of hope, change
and optimism Tsipras could
only point outside Greece.

The “Syriza effect” has
seen leftists make big gains in
Spain, Portugal, Ireland and
even the British Labour Party.

But now Syriza is the
last thing they want to
talk about. If it could fail,
why wouldn’t any future
government of theirs?

The question can’t be
avoided if the left is to
be taken seriously.

Tragic

One common argument is
that Tsipras’ capitulation was
tragic but inevitable given the
forces stacked against him.

It’s certainly true that both
the European Union (EU)
institutions and the bankers
used their economic power to
crush Syriza’s aspirations. It’s
something to bear in mind in
the coming EU referendum.

But attempts at radical
change will always meet
radical opposition.

If this can’t be overcome
we may as well give up
on the whole thing.

On the other hand some
argue that Tsipras’ betrayal
transformed Syriza into a
fundamentally different party.
Without him it could have
stuck to its true nature and
achieved something positive.

That's a reassuring
thought. But it doesn’t
bear much scrutiny.

Radical left party Syriza
came top in the Greek
elections in January last
year

®lts victory represented
a resounding rejection of
austerity

®But it also meant a
confrontation with Greece’s
creditors

©CGreek workers voted no to
a memorandum imposed
on Greece by the EU

®But Syriza pressed ahead
with an even worse deal

Syriza’s process of
compromise with Greece’s
creditors, the racist right
and private bosses was a
long one. Many of those now
trying to excommunicate
Tsipras from the left
spent much of that time
justifying his manoeuvres.

That’s because Syriza’s
sellout was no aberration.
It reflects the problem with
parties that seek to form
governments under the
existing system. As Syriza
came to see election victory

Attempts at
radical change
will always
meet radical
opposition
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within its grasp, it came
under pressure to show it
could represent all of Greece.
Tsipras built bridges to
right-wing politicians. He
assured bosses he had a plan
for the whole economy.

That meant promising
never to leave the EU that
enforces their interests—
and throwing away his
strongest bargaining chip
in negotiations over debt.

Division

But there’s no such

thing as Greek national
interest. Greece is riven
by a fundamental division
between the exploiters
and the exploited.

At first Syriza tried to have
it both ways, backing workers’
struggles while still seeking
office in the bosses’ state.

But since it didn’t see
workers as able to change
the world, whenever these
aims came into conflict it had
to “tactically” stick with the
status quo. Much of the left
elsewhere feels the same.

We heard a lot about Greek
workers’ struggles when
they seemed to be leading
towards a Syriza government.

Today you’d be forgiven
for thinking that they were
all over. But the current
strike wave is probably the
biggest in four years.

This represents a real
alternative power to that
of the bosses, bankers and
bureaucrats. To grasp its
potential needs a left that
looks further than to a
change in government.
Longer at socialistworker.

co.uk And turn to page 8 for a
report on the latest struggles
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Defendants deny Rotherham abuse

by SADIEROBINSON
EE

A DEFENDANT on trial accused
of historical child sexual abuse
offences has been found not
guilty of one offence.

Shelley Davies is one of two
women and five men on trial at
Sheffield Crown Court.

She was charged with conspiracy
to procure a woman to become a
common prostitute, conspiracy to
rape, and false imprisonment in
relation to complainant Girl B.

Judge Sarah Wright directed the
jury to find Davies not guilty on the
charge of conspiracy to rape. “There
is insufficient evidence on this par-
ticular count,” she said.

Charges

The defendants deny over
60 charges between them relating
to offences alleged to have taken
place between 1987 and 2003.

On Friday of last week the court
was read a transcript of a police
interview with Davies from June
2015. She said she lived with
co-defendant Karen MacGregor for
around four years.

Davies said MacGregor “seemed
to get me into trouble” and that the
two were involved with credit card
and cheque fraud.

She told police MacGregor had
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SHEFFIELD CROWN Court where the trial is taking place

activity in return for living at her
house. She said she never saw
sexual activity at the house “unless
it was behind closed doors”.

Davies denied she had forced
Girl B into prostitution.

The court also heard from Detec-
tive Constable Andy Stephanek,
who said he put together a report
on PC Ali in August 2013. PC Ali
has since died.

Stephanek said he spoke to Ali
about claims that he was involved
in a handover of an alleged abuse
victim at a petrol station.

the court that the deal meant her
alleged abuser, Arshid Hussain,
would hand her over and avoid
arrest.

Avoid

She said several police officers were
at the petrol station along with
former deputy Rotherham council
leader Jahangir Akhtar.

Stephanek told the court that Ali
said he knew Girl J as she was regu-
larly missing from home.

He said he could only recall one
occasion when he had dealt with

Semy
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her parents’ home.

PC Ali told Stephanek he had
never asked Akhtar to assist with
any police enquiries.

He said he had no recollection of
recovering Girl J from Arshid Hus-
sain at a petrol station.

PC Appleby, who was on duty
with PC Ali, told Stephanek that no
petrol station meeting had taken
place.

The alleged handover took place
on 1 March 2000. PC Ali’s pocket
book made no reference to contact
with Hussain or Girl J.

court that Ali had spoken to Hussain
on the phone. She said she didn’t
remember if Ali was present during
the alleged handover.

When asked about the lack of
reference in PC Ali’s pocket book
she said, “I never said PC Ali was
on shift.”

Defendant Basharat Hussain,
brother of Arshid Hussain, gave
evidence at the beginning of the
defence’s case on Wednesday of
this week. He faces charges relating
to six women who say the offences
took place when they were girls.

Basharat Hussain denied know-
ing two of the women and said he
knew the other four. He said he had
“boyfriend/girlfriend” relationships
with some of the complainants.

Basharat Hussain denied having
visited a children’s home where
complainant Girl C said he had
collected her from when she was
12 years old.

He said her allegation that she
was forced to perform oral sex on
him in a car was “not true”.

Basharat Hussain also denied
forcing Girl D to perform oral sex
on him in a flat in Rotherham.

The trial continues.

Y More on line

never asked her to engage in sexual

JOIN THE
OCIALIST

Complainant Girl J has told

[] Yes, I'd like to be a member
[] Please send me some information

Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW. Phone 020 7840 5602
Email membership@swp.org.uk

her directly, when he visited her at

Girl J has previously told the

. '
l For more coverage of the trial go to
socialistworker.co.uk
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Behind the fake ban, SNP is
fracking hosses’ good friend

The Scottish National Party made ‘Frack Off one of its main slogans. At the same time it has
cosied up to hated bosses and even paid for drilling. Raymie Kiernan digs up the dirty truth

riA “MORATORIUM” is sup-
Viadd posed to mean putting a stop to
something, at least temporarily. But
in the case of fracking, the Scottish
National Party (SNP) seems to
think it means funding it.

Incredibly, under the guise
of its “cautious, considered and
evidenced-based approach to frack-
ing”, the SNP is funding test drilling.

It halted all planning consents for
unconventional gas extraction (UGE)
in Scotland in January 2015.

But this only applied to commercial
operations—none of which were hap-
pening yet anyway. It didn’t apply to
exploration.

One thing the moratorium did
achieve was gazumping Labour.

SNP energy minister Fergus Ewing
announced it days after then Scottish
Labour leader Jim Murphy pledged to
ban fracking using powers promised
in the Scotland Bill.

The SNP owned the issue and
“Frack Off” became a key slogan for
its general election campaign. Though
it wasn’t the main reason for the SNP
landslide, it was used to great effect.

But throughout 2015 things started
to unravel.

And just as the 100-day countdown
to Scotland’s May elections started
last week, a row over the SNP’s spring
conference (see below) reignited con-
troversy over its links to big business.

There’s one question that won’t go
away. Did SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon
do a deal with Jim Ratcliffe, hated bil-
lionaire owner of energy giant Ineos?

This is the same anti-union boss
who blackmailed workers and the
Scottish government over threats to
close the Grangemouth petrochemi-
cals plant in late 2013.

Last year it was revealed that
Sturgeon met with Ratcliffe the same

SNP LEADER Nicola Sturgeon’s Scottish government is not as anti-fracking as it seems

day her government announced the
moratorium. The SNP has blocked the
full release of the minutes.

Curiously Ineos dropped opposition
to a moratorium almost as soon as the
meeting was over.

It didn’t seem like a firm wor-
ried about its £640 million planned
investment in fracking, or its frack-
ing licences for 700 square miles of
central Scotland. Ratcliffe confirmed,
“The Scottish government are quite

clear. What they’ve said to us is,
they’re not against fracking.”

Ineos reportedly paid £4,000 for a
fracking stall at SNP annual confer-
ence last October.

This was around the same time the
SNP announced an extension of the
moratorium to Underground Coal
Gasification—but also an 18-month
programme of test drilling.

This has all helped fuel suspicion
that the moratorium was designed

to placate activists and make sure
nothing upsets the plan for a third
consecutive SNP term in office.

With this pro-business streak at the
heart of the SNP, stopping fracking in
Scotland will depend on the pressure
a mass movement can bring to bear.

> What's your story?

- Email with your ideas
a reports@socialistworker.co.uk

No debate but lots of excuses as conference looms

i SNP MEMBERS are
Vad now being told that
fracking won’t be on the
agenda of its spring
conference—because it has
been fully debated.

But a mood in support
of banning fracking was
clear at last October’s
conference and this has
party leaders worried.

They knowsany motion
calling for a ban could be
voted through and become
SNP policy—putting its
relationship with polluting
bosses at risk.

That a motion proposed
by at least 16 branches
can be blocked reveals the

state of SNP democracy.

In a statement SNP
Members Against
Unconventional Gas
said, “We have not been
allowed to debate a
complete ban nor to have
a full, open debate.”

Most of the media
reported the October
conference debate as
members voting against an
all-out ban as if in support
of fracking. Strange, since
no one spoke in favour of
fracking.

SNP leaders also worry
that a debate could expose
what they are not doing.

One argument made

SNP activists—on message?'

in defence of the SNP
government’s lack of
clarity on fracking is that

it has no powers to ban it.

But this hasn’t stopped
it rightly saying nuclear
weapons should be
scrapped.

The SNP could block
fracking with existing
powers.

A ban in Northern
Ireland, while not perfect,
shows that devolved
administrations are not
powerless.

All UGE licences are
subject to local planning

& permissions. Why can’t
rules be tightened to look

TURE: SOCIALIST WORKER

unfavourably on UGE
applications?

Why couldn’t authorities
in Scotland prevent
drilling within 2km
of people’s homes, as
Australia has done?
This could be applied in
Scotland using devolved
environmental powers.

Even though energy
policy is reserved to
Westminster, the SNP
rightly blocked new

nuclear power plants using

planning powers.

So where is the SNP’s
commitment to a “clean,
green energy future” when
it comes to fracking?

QOil baro_ns
launch job
massacre

»' A GLOBAL plunge in
m oil prices has
devastated jobs in
Scotland’s offshore
sector. Over 65,000 jobs
have been axed.

That’s “equivalent to
the closure of a steel
plant every week for the
last year”, according
to RMT union regional
organiser Jake Molloy.

Bosses have
hammered workers
with new contracts that
impose longer shifts
offshore and attack
terms and conditions.

But when it comes to
their attitudes to these
oil and gas barons there
is not much between the
SNP and the Tories at
Westminster.

Last week they
announced £500 million
for the offshore bosses
in deals with Aberdeen
and Aberdeenshire
councils.

The Tories’ new
Energy Bill “will lock in
the shift increases, pay
and terms and condition
cuts,” RMT said.

The SNP government’s
Jobs Task Force has
helped a tiny fraction of
these workers while it
has called for more tax
breaks for the bosses.

It is all too little too
late for the workers
sacrificed by the bosses
to preserve their profits.

6 February 2016
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Workers’ stoppage
on bosses’ paper

JOURNALISTS AT the
Financial Times (FT)
newspaper were set to strike
for 24 hours on Thursday.

Bosses want to scrap the
final salary pension scheme
following a takeover of the FT
by new owner Nikkei in July.

NUJ union members voted
by 92 percent to strike in a
ballot last November.

The union held off action
for talks. But bosses made no
adequate concessions.

Conference backs
action on climate

UP TO 1,000 people attended
the People’s Climate Talks
conference in central
London last Saturday. It was
organised by Friends of the
Earth with the PCS union and
This Changes Everything.
Sheila Menon, one of
13 activists facing jail for a
protest at Heathrow airport,
made the case for direct
action. PCS general secretary
Mark Serwotka called for
unity between trade unionists
and environmentalists.

Protesters take on
plans for fracking

UP TO 100 people protested
in Hanley, Staffordshire, last
Sunday against plans for
fracking in the county.

It was part of a nationwide
day of action against fracking.

Nearby Cannock Chase
Area of Natural Beauty
(AONB) could be affected
after MPs authorised fracking
in AONBs and National Parks.

A protest is planned in
Blackpool next Tuesday as
Cuadrilla appeals against a
decision not to let it frack.

Stand with Kurds
against a new war

THE FIRST national march in
Britain for Kurdish solidarity
has been called for Sunday
6 March. The Turkish state’s
assaults against Kurds have
killed over 200 people.

Turkish president and Nato
ally Recep Tayyip Erdogan
threatens a return to wars of
the 1980s and 1990s which
saw over 30,000 dead.
®Assemble Sunday 6 March,
12 noon, BBC, Portland Place,
London WI1A 1AA

Scottish leftists
say leave the EU

AROUND 50 people attended
a meeting in Glasgow last
Saturday to launch the
Scottish Left Leave coalition
to campaign for Britain's exit
from the European Union
(EU) on a socialist basis.

It was addressed by Labour
MP Kelvin Hopkins, Nigel
Griffiths from Labour Leave,
Phil McGarry from the RMT
union and Lorna McKinnon on
behalf of the Bfawu union.

There was agreement to
oppose cuts, Fortress Europe
and the TTIP trade deal.

Bob Fotheringham

ANTI-FASCISM

ACTIVISTS BRAVED the hail to oppose Britain First in Dewsbury
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Nazis face opposition
—no thanks to police

by NICK CLARK in Dover
and ROGERKEELY in Dewsbury
E

FASCIST organisations tried
to stir up hate in Dover, Kent,
and Dewsbury, West Yorkshire,
last Saturday—but anti-fascists
were organised to counter
them.

In Dewsbury up to
170 anti-fascists braved
wind and hail to turn out
against over 100 Britain First
supporters.

Residents are getting sick
of demonstrations by the far
right. This time local Muslim
groups were central to the
counter-protest.

It follows their delegations
to help refugees in Calais and
flood victims in Hebden Bridge
and York.

Leading trade unionists
and MP Paula Sherriff made
speeches. When the Nazis
came into sight protesters
chanted, “Nazi scum off our
streets” and, “Never again”.

Some 270 anti-Nazis
confronted 150 fascists in
Dover. Nazi groups from all
over Britain descended there
for an anti-immigration march
called by the National Front.

But anti-fascists marched
from a rally in the town centre
to block the route of the Nazis’
march. Police allowed groups
of fascists to attack the march
from the side and rear with
bricks, rocks and bottles.

Anti-Nazis defended

Against the National Front in Dover

TAKE ACTION

Organise against fascism
this Saturday 6 February

®UAF conference

NUT offices, Hamilton
House, Mabledon Place,
London WCIH 9BD
9:30am—4:30pm

®Stop racist Pegida UK
Rally in Victoria Square,
Birmingham, from 12 noon
and Birmingham
International railway
station, assemble 12 noon

themselves. But police pushed
them into a kettle, splitting
the protest before allowing the
Nazis to march past.

Police also held a number

PicTure: GUY SMALLMAN

of anti-fascists travelling to the
demo in coaches at Maidstone
service station for around five
hours. A group of Nazis had
attacked the anti-fascists at the
service station.

The anti-Nazi protest was
organised by Kent Anti-Racism
Network and supported by
Unite Against Fascism (UAF).

Labour shadow minister
Diane Abbott spoke at the
rally. She said, “We cannot
allow the fascists to make
one section of the working
class blame another section
of the working class for their
problems”.

Weyman Bennett from UAF
said, “This shows the need to
keep organising.”
®Longer report from Dover
online at bit.ly/1Snog3Y

‘Islamophobia has become mainstream’

THE PREVENT strategy is
“undermining children’s
rights to freedom of
thought”, according to a new
report by the Institute of
Race Relations.

Prevent forces public
sector workers to spy for
signs of “radicalisation”.

Where religious affiliation
data was collected, some
57 percent of children
referred in 2012-13 were
Muslim.

The report explains, “The

context for Prevent is the
increase in racist violence
and extremely negative
stereotypes of Muslims.

“Islamophobia has
become more mainstream,
with nearly one-third of
young children believing
Muslims are taking over
England and over a quarter
believing that Islam
encourages terrorism.”

The Telegraph newspaper
attacked parent Ifhat Smith
and Prevent watch activist

Haras Ahmed Sunday. Haras
told Socialist Worker, “The
media didn’t say anything
other than that we are
activists.

“They are now aligning
the word ‘activist’ with
‘terrorist’, because they
feel their policy is being
undermined.

“They want Muslims to
kow-tow. But my message
to those who are afraid
is, democracy tells us we
should speak out.”

CIVIL SERVICE

Resistance needed to the
spreading jobs massacre

CIVIL SERVICE bosses
announced plans to slash
jobs across a number of
departments last week.

Bosses at HM Revenue and
Customs (HMRC) announced
that they plan to force
some 150 workers to take
compulsory redundancy.

The redundancies are part
of a government plan to shut
some 137 HM Revenue and
Customs (HMRC) tax offices
across Britain. The plan could
see thousands of jobs slashed—
just as tax-dodging scandals
have hit the headlines.

A public planning meeting
for the campaign to save
the HMRC office in Bootle,
Merseyside, was set to take
place this Wednesday.

The Department of
Business, Innovation and Skills
(BIS) has said it plans to close
its office in Sheffield, moving
work to London.

The move could see as
many as 250 jobs lost.

A further 100 jobs could
be slashed as BIS bosses say
they plan to close more offices
across Britain.

HM Passport Office has
announced plans to close
16 passport interview offices
across Britain.

The plans could see some
64 workers sacked, with
closures planned for March
and May of this year.

The PCS union has said it
is opposed to all the attacks. It
will take strikes to save jobs.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Walkouts called to fight
south London library cuts

LIBRARY WORKERS in two
south London boroughs were
set to strike on Monday of
next week to defend local
library services.

The action comes in the
same week as a national
lobby of parliament over the
axing of library services by
local councils implementing
Tory austerity.

Unison union members
in Lambeth are fighting the
Labour-run council’s plan to
close some of the borough’s
ten libraries, turn others into
gyms and cut the overall
service.

Local opposition has
caused a major rift within
the Labour Party.

Labour group leader,
councillor Lib Peck, suffered
a humiliating defeat at a
local constituency party
meeting last week.

Delegates to the meeting
voted by two thirds to

oppose the council plan.

Campaigners have called
on supporters to join library
workers on the picket lines
next week.

In Bromley, Unite union
members were set to strike
from this Saturday for a
week to defend local libraries
from the privatising Tory-run
council.

Workers at the council
have waged numerous
battles over the past year
against ideologically driven
privatisation.

Unite members in
Greenwich also voted by
90 percent for strikes last
week to save the mobile
library service.

It’s possible they could
join the strikes to defend
libraries.

@®Speak up for libraries—
lobby of parliament, Tuesday
9 February. Sign up at
speakupforlibraries.org

FIGHTING THE CUTS

Protesters oppose job losses

March on Dundee councll

HUNDREDS OF people
marched through Dundee
last Saturday against plans
to cut council jobs.

As many as 750 council
jobs could be slashed by
the SNP-led Dundee City
Council, which is set to make
the decision on Thursday
25 February.

March organiser Stuart

Jeffrey said, “The solidarity
shown by other unions and
marchers was unsurprisingly
fantastic, our situations are
the same.

“We care about jobs and
public services being axed
for nothing more than the
ideological progress of those
few who aim to profit at the
expense of all others.”




Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
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TUBE WORKERS

Stations strike can
derail bosses’ plan

b; RAYMIE KIERNAN

LONDON UNDERGROUND
(LU) station staff in the
RMT union were set to
strike for 48 hours from
9pm this Saturday.

The walkout is part of
a week of action against
cuts imposed on stations
by bosses under the guise
of their “Fit for the Future”
reorganisation.

It is in reality a cuts plan
that the union says is “not fit
for anything” but does slash
hundreds of jobs and threat-
ens safety on the Tube.

The union said, “LU’s
commitment to protect
weekend rest days has come
to nothing.

“We cannot and will not
accept the imposition of dra-
conian rosters and working
practises.”

Programme

RMT said the strike is to
be followed by a “roll-
ing programme of targeted
industrial action to highlight
problems with weekend
rest days and peak staffing
levels.”

The union is still in dis-
pute over unacceptable
rosters, short notice duty
changes, chronic understaff-
ing and threatened removal
of a one-off payment.

RMT UNION members at Finsbury Park station Iast August

RMT’s engineering branch
has also delivered two over-
whelming votes to strike
over safe track access among
London Underground and
Tube Lines staff.

However, drivers belong-
ing to the RMT and Aslef
unions will not be taking
part. This is due to the
agreement over the Night

Tube service reached with
the London Underground
last week.

It is only because work-
ers have kept up a fight that
bosses are negotiating.

What better way to show
the importance of unions
during the TUC week of
action than to make the walk-
out as strong as possible?

CONSTRUCTION

Crane operators picket in high spirits

bz SIMON BASKETTER

SOME 500 workers in the
Unite union at Ainscough
Crane Hire struck across

all the company’s sites on
Monday.

The Wilton chemical
complex in Teesside was
hit, as was the A1l motorway
upgrade and repairs to
the Forth Road Bridge.

Turnout

Workers voted for a
nationwide strike by

90 percent on an 83 percent
turnout.

One striker told Socialist
Worker, “We’re ready to
keep striking to get them to
listen.

“Ainscough are able to
pay the top boss hundreds
of thousands—they can pay
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Unite union members struck

us properly.

“We’'re often miles away
from our families and on
call. We make this company
millions.”

Rob Miguel, regional

officer for Unite said, “The
staff are at quite high risk
of stress, diabetes and back
complaints.

“These are incredibly
large and complex vehicles
we're talking about.”

Escalating
An overtime ban began on
Friday night, with a series of
escalating strikes starting
on Monday and each week
until March 23, across all
the company’s depots.

Some workers held
protests and meetings at
company gates last weekend
at the start of an overtime
ban.

Unite said that, despite
Ainscough making a
£14 million profit last year, it
had offered a “derisory” pay
increase of between 2.5 and
2.75 percent.

PIcTURE: SAsHA Simic

It’s crucial that every-
one who wants to see Tory
austerity defeated shows
solidarity with striking Tube
workers.

O®RMT MEMBERS should
vote yes to defend Glen Hart
who has been victimised for
his trade union activities.
The strike ballot ends on
Thursday of this week.

HAULAGE

Ballot for Co-op
drivers in Coventry

AROUND 1,000 truck drivers
at the Co-op retail giant are
set to be balloted for strikes
over plans to outsource them
to Eddie Stobart.

The Unite union members
work out of the Co-op’s
national distribution centre in
Longford, Coventry.

One worker told the local
press it was a “kick in the
teeth”. He added, “Eddie
Stobart have a history of
coming into a depot and after
a couple of days putting you
on 90 days notice after which
you lose your job”.

It is also a bitter blow for
Unite, which has strong links
with the Co-op.

Unite says union reps
offered “a comprehensive
list of suggestions” to prove
they could keep the work
in-house.

Using lorry drivers’
immense industrial strength
is the way to save jobs.

EDUCATION
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Esol teacher Sonia and two of her students

Esol demonstration slams
racism and Tory funding cuts

UP TO 100 people joined
a protest outside Downing
Street in London on
Wednesday of last week.

They demanded funding
for English for Speakers
of Other Languages
(Esol) classes—and an
end to the Tories’ racist
scapegoating of Muslims.

Esol courses have
been cut by some
£160 million since 2008.

Yet David Cameron
has attacked migrants,
particularly Muslim
women, who he claims
don’t have a good enough
grasp of English.

Alyson James, a UCU
union rep and Esol teacher
in London, told Socialist
Worker, “David Cameron has
singled out Muslim women
for not learning English.
But I’ve got Muslim women

in my class. Every woman
wants to learn English.”
Sonia Carroll, an Esol
teacher at City and Islington
College in north London,
joined the protest with two
of her students. “David
Cameron is a hypocrite,”
Sonia told Socialist Worker.
“Many students left my
college crying because they
could not enrol there.”
Speakers at the rally
included UCU president
Liz Lawrence, Unite
union general secretary
Len McCluskey and
Shakira Martin from the
NUS students’ union.
Weyman Bennett from
Stand Up to Racism slammed
Cameron for dismissing
the refugees in Calais as
a “bunch of migrants”.
®Go to actionforesol.org
More on socialistworker.co.uk

OPEN UNIVERSITY

THE UCU union suspended a
strike at the Open University
(OU)planned for Tuesday. It
was a mistake to call off the
action. OU bosses want to
shut seven regional centres
and cut around 500 jobs.
Workers in Belfast,
Birmingham, Bristol,
Cambridge, Cardiff,
Edinburgh, Gateshead,
Leeds, London, Oxford,

Milton Keynes, Manchester
and Nottingham were set
to join the walkout.

OU workers staged a
national strike against the
cuts on 25 November last
year, followed by a series of
regional walkouts. Some 72
percent of OU UCU members
backed strikes in a ballot.
® Send messages of support
to ucu@open.ac.uk

Sixth forms vote for action

NUT UNION members have
voted by 86 percent for strikes
in a consultative ballot on

a turnout of 36 percent.

Workers are fighting Tory
funding cuts for 16-19 year
olds.

A formal ballot will begin
on Monday of next week and
end on 29 February.

The union also plans to
hold a national demonstration
on the day of the strike, 15
March, if workers deliver a yes
vote.

Tom Woodcock, an NUT
rep and sixth form teacher
in Cambridge, told Socialist
Worker, “We’ve got to build
the strike day and protest as
something that everyone can
get involved with.

“The union has said it
will fund transport. Teachers

should encourage their
students to go.”

The Tories are conducting
“area reviews” to ram through
savage spending cuts in further
and adult education.

Tom said, “They are trying
to force mergers between
sixth forms and colleges, or to
force sixth forms to become
academies.

Ken Muller, a sixth form
teacher and joint secretary
of Islington NUT in north
London, told Socialist Worker
that the dispute was part of a
bigger battle.

“We're firing the first round
in a battle against the Tories’
education funding cuts,” he
said. “It’s really important that
other teachers support us.
®Sign the petition to save
sixth forms at bit.ly/1WX4132
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AT LEAST 37 refugees
drowned off the Turkish
coast last Sunday, including
babies and children, when
their boat struck rocks.

Gulcan Durdu was
woken by the screaming.
“I thought somebody was
being murdered,” she told
the Associated Press news
agency.

“I will never stop hear-
ing those cries for the rest of
my life. It was terrible. They
died screaming. It was dark.
We were only able to save
those who were able to swim
ashore.”

The disaster brought the
number of refugees drowned
entering Europe last month
to 281—up from 82 last
January and 12 in January
2014.

Orphaned
But David Cameron has
rejected a call from charity
Save the Children to take in
3,000 orphaned child ref-
ugees who are already in
Europe.

It took a protracted legal
fight to get even those child

Socialist Worker

MARCH TO STOP
DEADLY RACISM

RACIST IMMIGRATION controls push refugees to risk dangerous journeys to escape war and poverty

refugees with close family in
Britain to come across from
refugee settlements in Calais
and Dunkirk. Courts ruled
last week that Britain had a
legal obligation to let them
claim asylum here.

Disgracefully, in a jibe
at Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn, Cameron called it
“laughable” that a “bunch of
migrants”—even children—
should come to Britain.

Days later the European

Union (EU) crime agency
reported that thousands of
refugee children may be
being exploited by criminal
gangs.

And around 100 racist
thugs in Sweden’s capital

Politicians’ dirty deals restrict migrants’ rights

FORMER defence minister
and figurehead of the
Tory right Liam Fox gave
a hate-filled rant against
refugees last week.

He exploited the sexual
assaults that took place
in the German city of
Cologne, and warned
of “terrorists using the
cover of refugee status”.

The speech was part of
Fox’s attempt to wangle
his way to the front of
a campaign for a vote
to leave the European
Union (EU) in the
coming referendum.

At the same time
Cameron tried to reach
a dirty deal with EU
leaders that could let
him restrict the rights
of migrant workers

from EU countries.
For the first time Britain
would be allowed to put
a temporary “emergency
brake” on benefits to
people from EU countries.
It would be unlikely
to be used in practice,
as Britain would have

to show its benefit
system was under
intolerable strain.
Migrant workers claim
fewer benefits than
those born in Britain.
And they pay more
in tax than they receive
from the state.

Tory Liam Fox has been ranting about refugees

It was a reminder
that the EU offers no
alternative to Fox’s
anti-immigrant racism.

Leaks to campaign
group Statewatch last
week confirmed EU plans
to criminalise volunteers
who rescue refugees
off Greek islands.

And the Tories’
Immigration Bill threatens
to bring in a raft of
discriminatory measures
against non-EU migrants.

These would further
legitimise racism and
undermine universal
public services.

The bill would also
take away the already
pitiful £36 a week
payment that some
asylum seekers receive.

Stockholm carried out an
organised, violent attack on
young Moroccan refugees.
Reluctantly, the gov-
ernment agreed to give
£10 million more in aid for
refugees fleeing Syria.

HATIONAL CONFERENCE 2016
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But Cameron argues that
taking in refugees would
encourage others to follow.

And he was one of the
main proponents of a new
treaty between the EU and
Turkey that clamps down on
refugees.

Logic

Over 120 economists includ-
ing former government, UN
and World Bank officials
slammed his logic in an open
letter.

They argued that refu-
gees will continue to come
because of the “intolerable”
conditions they are fleeing.
Trying to “deter” them is a
“failed policy that costs lives”.

Cameron knows that he
is driving people to their
deaths. It will take a mass
movement to stop this.

Building a huge turnout
on the anti-racist demonstra-
tions on Saturday 19 March
must be a priority.

Protest on Saturday 19 March—
London assemble 12 noon,
Portland Place, W1A 1AA.
Glasgow assemble 12 noon
George Square.

Cardiff assemble 11.30am,
Clare Gardens, CF11 6EN.
Backed by the TUC, PCS and
Unison unions

Unite against

10am-4.30pm
Registration 9.30am

NUT HQ,

www.uaf.org.uk

Hamilton House,
Mabledon Place,
London WC1H 9BD
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