
 

 96 WERE
 KILLED BY
 COPS AND 
TORIES

GUILTY—COP David Duckenfield and Margaret Thatcher

... AND 
THIS IS HOW 
THEY DID IT
>>Pages 4&5
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JUNIOR DOCTORS DEFY HUNT
Hundreds join picket lines and thousands march in biggest strike yet

>>Page 20
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 HILLSBOROUGH FAMILIES VINDICATED REFUGEES

Disgraceful vote  
to leave child  
refugees to rot
THE TORIES were fighting to 
stop 3,000 unaccompanied 
child refugees being  
allowed into Britain this  
week.

MPs voted by 294 to  
276 on Monday to reject 
an amendment to the 
Immigration Bill proposed 
by former child refugee 
Lord Alf Dubs.
>>Page 6

REFERENDUM

Meet migrants 
who are against 
the EU
THE mainstream campaign 
to exit the European 
Union (EU) is dominated 
by the right and obsessed 
with immigration.

But Socialist Worker 
talks to migrants who want 
to leave the EU for very 
different reasons.

They talk about why the 
treatment of refugees and 
the economic crisis means 
it’s time for an exit.
>>Pages 10&11
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lCOMMONS Speaker John 
Bercow turned his garden into 

a mock minefield for an exhibition 
last week. 

MPs were invited to take a 
mine detector round a marked 
course to see if they could 
discover the whereabouts of 
dummy devices. 

If only they had been real.

Them that’s got are them that 
gets—we ain’t got nothing yet
SOME 120 bill ionaires 
have stashed a total of 
£343.9 billion in Britain.

There were 53 billionaires 
when the Tories took office 
in 2010.

The total wealth of the 
richest 1,000 people is 
£575.6 billion.

Bizarrely this was reported 
as a bad time for the rich 
because some rich people 
have lost some money.

The overall wealth of the 
richest 1,000 people rose by 
a staggering £28.5 billion 
last year—nearly £78 mil-
lion a day. 

To put that into context, 
that increase alone could pay 
for over 1.8 million jobs—
paid at the real Living Wage 
rather than George Osborne’s  
fake one—for a year.

Property investors were 
among the hardworking  
strivers doing well in The 

Sunday Times Rich List. 
Sibling property tycoons 

David and Simon Reuben 
topped the list of Britain’s 
wealthiest people after 

seeing their net worth rise by  
£3.4 billion to £13.1 billion.

O f  t h o s e  o n  t h e  
1,000-strong rich list who 
have significant investments 

in property, 100 saw their 
wealth increase over the past 
year; seven were new entries. 

The combined wealth 
of those with investments 
in property in 2016 is  
£137.8 billion, though many 
have other assets.

Near the top of the rich list 
is the Duke of Westminster, 
owner of Grosvenor Group, 
whose wealth increased by 
£790 million to £9.35 billion. 

Next on the property 
rich list are the Barclay  
brothers, owners of the 
Telegraph newspaper. They 
saw a £500 million increase 
in their wealth, making them 
worth £7 billion overall. 

Earl Cadogan and his 
family are worth £5.7 billion 
after a £900 million rise. 

US financier John Grayken, 
worth £4.4 billion, is just one 
developer cashing in on the 
property bubble.

lTHE BOARD of the Robert E Lee 
elementary school in Austin, Texas, 

—named after a Confederate general— 
decided that it should rebrand. They 
asked the public for their thoughts. 

Some of the most popular suggestions 
include the Adolf Hitler School 
for Friendship and Tolerance, and 
Schooly McSchoolerson. But the most 
nominations went to the Donald J Trump.

Philip Green got 
millions out of BHS 
AS THE clothing chain 
BHS goes bust, it’s worth 
recalling Sir Philip Green.

Green bought BHS in 
2000 for a sum of £200 
million and controlled it 
for 15 years. But it was 
registered under the 
name of his wife Tina, 
who lived in Monaco.

In 2004, Green’s 
family got a £40 million 
dividend from BHS.

A year later, he collected 
a £1.2 billion dividend 
from Arcadia—the group 
that owned BHS. It was 
more than four times 
Arcadia’s profits,

It wasn’t taxed, since it 
went to his wife in Monaco. 

Green was appointed by 
David Cameron to “lead 
a review of government 

waste”, in 2010.
Sir Philip Green bought 

himself a third luxury 
yacht a few weeks ago.

He flogged off 
BHS a year ago.

MPs—don’t examine 
our bank accounts
CHARLES Walker, 
the Conservative MP 
for Broxbourne, said 
“I’ll bring forward a 
private members bill 
in Parliament to ban 
curtains from people’s 
homes.” It was his 
planned revenge for a 
suggestion that MPs 
publish their tax returns.

He was instrumental in 
pushing George Osborne 
to exempt MPs from 
anti-money laundering 
checks.

MPs are listed 
as “Politically 
Exposed 
Persons” 
(PEP). 
This 
means 

banks usually subject 
them to extra checks 
to prevent money 
laundering or stashing it 
in offshore tax havens.

Charles Walker said 
it is treating MPs like 
“African despots”.

After the bleating from 
Walker and  
others, Osborne 
will now “exclude… 

specified categories 
of persons”.

Happily that 
means MPs.

Because it’s 
not like MPs 

would ever 
avoid tax.

Donald Trump

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Direct and 
serious threat’
Michael Gove says Albania, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, 
Serbia and Turkey are coming 
for your public services or 
something 

‘Out of control’
Iain Duncan Smith didn’t mean 
himself or the Tories in general 
but immigration 

‘No union should 
have a veto over 
what an elected 
government 
does’
Jeremy Hunt gets bothered by 
the junior doctors’ strike

‘Militants, Trots, 
antisemites 
and terrorist 
sympathisers 
all seem to have 
been welcomed 
into Labour’ 
Celebrity peer Alan Sugar 
loses the plot a bit 

‘Very exciting 
idea for 
consumers’
Culture secretary John 
Whittingdale describes music 
streaming service Electric 
Jukebox. Its boss Rob Lewis 
gave him £5,000

‘The Asians…
well… they’re 
different aren’t 
they?’
Trevor Phillips continues to 
speak up where normally only 
Islamophobes would

BILLIONAIRES BY country and city

ALL FALL
£200MN
Amount hedge fund boss 
Crispin Odey lost last 
year. He only has  
£900 million left

£460MN
Amount hedge fund boss 
Alan Howard lost last 
year.  He’s down to a mere  
£1.04 billion

Leftists won’t 
shock easily
TROUBLEMAKER has just 
received a rare boost to 
her self-esteem. 

A study published in 
the Journal of Personality 
a couple of years ago 
showed left wingers 
were less willing in 
an experiment to give 
innocent people electric 
shocks.  

“Women who had 
previously participated 
in rebellious political 
activism such as strikes 
or occupying a factory” 
held steady and refused 
destructive orders. 

People described 
as “normally friendly” 
followed orders because 
they didn’t want to upset 
others. 

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
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Socialist Worker
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SE11 9BW@

Charles Walker

Philip Green as cake

STREETING’S 
BLEATINGS
Wes Streeting is 
nominally a Labour MP. 
Troublemaker starts the 
first in an occasional  
series on his wisdom

lStreeting responded 
to the election of a 
black Muslim woman as 
NUS president with, “I 
struggle to see how she 
can reasonably claim to 
represent mainstream 
students”. He tweeted, 
“NUS is lost I’m afraid.” 
No, you are.



IN BRIEF
Lexit campaign 
gathers steam
LEXIT: THE Left Leave 
Campaign is holding a 
rally with speakers from 
across Europe to put an 
internationalist argument 
against the European Union.

Speakers include Brid 
Smith, TD (member of 
parliament) for People 
Before Profit in Ireland; 
Quim Arrufat, international 
secretary of left wing Catalan 
party CUP; Alex Callinicos, 
SWP; Lindsey German, 
Counterfire; speakers from 
the French CGT union 
confederation and the Greek 
anti-capitalist left.
Lexit rally Wednesday 18 May, 
7pm, Friends House, London 
NW1 2BG (opposite Euston 
station)

Care homes 
crisis deepens
THERE WAS a 17.5 percent 
rise in the number of care 
home operators going bust 
last year in England and 
Wales. 

The new figures show 
the impact of cuts to local 
authority funding. They also 
show bosses would rather 
go under than accept a dip 
in profit to pay care workers’ 
slightly higher wages.

Sanctions for 
those in work
THE GOVERNMENT is 
preparing to randomly 
select people on low wages 
and put them on the same 
sanctioning regime as 
unemployed people.

This means their benefits 
can be cut off if they don’t 
show they are doing enough 
to get better paid work. 

Some workers already face 
sanctions as part of the new 
Universal Credit benefit.

Desperate Cameron uses 
anti-Muslim race hatred
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS & DAVE SEWELL

THE TORIES are whipping up an 
Islamophobic witch-hunt to try 
and revive Zac Goldsmith’s ailing 
campaign in the London mayoral 
election.

David Cameron repeated in the 
House of Commons claims by BBC 
journalist Andrew Neil that south 
London Imam Suliman Gani was a 
“man who supports Isis”.

This was an attempt to smear 
Labour’s candidate Sadiq Khan who 
Cameron said had “appeared again 
and again” alongside him.

But Gani told Socialist Worker, 
“These claims are all fabrications and 
lies, but it means that my family fear 
for my safety and the Muslim com-
munity feels targeted.”

The Tories are scapegoating 
Suliman Gani in an increasingly racist 
campaign. Gani said, “The Tories 
are getting desperate and this feels 
to be Zac Goldsmith’s strategy to  
win votes.”

Racist
Protes ters ,  most ly  Mus l ims , 
c h a n t e d  “ C a m e r o n — r a c i s t ”  
outside Downing Street on Monday 
night. The demonstration was 
called by Friends of Al Aqsa (FOA), 
Muslim Association of Britain 
(MAB), Stand Up To Racism and  
Stop the War Coalition.

It featured protesters dressed as 
politicians beating up an inflatable 
“Muslim punching bag”.

Mohammed Kozbar from MAB 
said, “In history we have seen this 
happen to black people, Jews and 
Irish people. 

“Today it is Muslims. We don’t 
know what faith or community will 
be attacked next.

“We need to stand together, 
Muslims and non-Muslims, or it will 
be a disaster for us all.”

Shamiul Joarder from FOA told 

Socialist Worker, “At the moment 
it feels like every time you pick up 
a newspaper, every time you turn 
on the TV, everything is about 
Muslims—and it’s coming from top 
politicians.”

He warned that the scapegoating 
has consequences. He said, “Violent 
attacks on Muslims don’t happen in 
a vacuum.

“There’s a direct link between poli-
ticians’ words and what happens on 
the streets, from harassment to the 
growth of the far right.”

Protester Josh Uddin agreed, “I get 
the Tube every day and so does my 
wife. Speeches like Cameron’s means 

people look at us as if we’re not indi-
viduals any more, as if we’re just the 
same as barbaric people like Isis. But 
I was born here—I’m as British as 
anyone else is.”

Some Labour MPs in the Commons 
rightly shouted down Cameron’s 
claims as “racist”. 

Scapegoating
But instead of putting up an anti-racist 
defence, Sadiq Khan has joined in the  
some of the scapegoating.

Khan’s election leaflet promises to 
take on “extremism”. 

Gani said, “He himself is making 
the Muslim community feel as if they 

are the problem.” Demonstrators 
o n  T u e s d a y  a l s o  c h a n t e d 
“Sadiq—disgrace”.

Khan claimed that “There is a 
question to be asked” about women 
who wear headscarves. 

But protester Fatima said that this 
was “a ridiculous statement”.

Fatima added, “When you see 
Islamophobia you have to call it out. 
Protests like this are good, but they 
are just the beginning.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

PROTESTERS outside Downing Street Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Welsh museums all-out strike
MUSEUM WORKERS in Wales have 
announced an indefinite strike 
starting on Thursday of this week.

The decision came after a series 
of one-to-one meetings between 
workers and management began.

Workers were told that they had 
to accept limited compensation for 
the loss of extra weekend pay. 

The other alternative 
management gave them was to face 
dismissal and then re-apply for their 
jobs without any compensation.

The members of the PCS union 
are fighting bosses’ plans to slash 
weekend premium pay rates for low-
paid workers. Workers also struck 
last Saturday and Sunday, with 
protests in Cardiff and Swansea.

PCS Wales secretary Shavanah 

Taj said, “Museum management 
have upped the ante by refusing 
even to talk about improving their 
compensation offer and by bullying 
staff into signing away their rights 
to weekend pay.

“This week we are demonstrating 
how serious we are in our demands 
for a fair settlement. 

“Management now need to show 
that they are equally serious about 
listening to their own staff.”
Nick Clark
Support the National Museums Wales 
strikers: Send a message of support 
to PCS branch chair Neil Harrison at 
tubz1917@live.com or branch secretary 
Peter Hill at dennishill20@hotmail.com                                                          
Sign the petition for fair pay at  
bit.ly/1W2tavK  
Donation details at bit.ly/24huqOv 

IN THIS WEEK

 1966
Over 250,000 US 
troops in Vietnam

ON 29 April 1966 the US 
sent 4,000 extra troops 
to Vietnam, pushing the 
total above 250,000.

An uprising in South 
Vietnam and mounting 
US losses made the US 
desperate. It invaded 
Cambodia on 1 May.
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKInquest says 
fans were 
unlawfully 
killed at
Hillsborough
by SADIE ROBINSON

LIVERPOOL FOOTBALL fans who 
died as a result of the Hillsborough 
disaster were unlawfully killed, a 
jury ruled this week. 

The decision represents an enor-
mous victory for survivors and families  
who have fought for justice for  
27 years. And it means a serious 
crisis for South Yorkshire Police.

Some 96 fans died due to a crush 
at the Sheffield stadium in 1989. 
Fresh inquests into their deaths 
have now completely vindicated 
Liverpool fans.

The jury found that the match 
commander on the day, David 
Duckenfield, breached a duty of 
care to the fans. They found that this 
breach caused the deaths and that it 
amounted to “gross negligence”.

Relatives of the dead and survi-
vors cheered in the public gallery as 
the decision was announced.

Dangerous
There were claps as the jury said that 
fans’ behaviour did not cause or con-
tribute to the dangerous situation at 
the Leppings Lane turnstiles.

When asked if fans’ behaviour 
may have caused or contributed, the 
jury also answered no.

The decisions follow 27 years of 
police lies that tried to paint fans as 
drunken hooligans. Relatives held 
one banner outside the court that 
simply read, “We told you they lied.”

Some relatives and survivors did 
not live to see justice done. And 
the inquests were longer than they 
needed to be because of the police.

L a w y e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
22 families said, “The real reason 
these proceedings have taken twice 
as long as their original esti-
mates is because the police 
and ambulance services 
and ex-senior police 
officers have sought 
to deny responsibility 
and deflect blame.”

The jury answered 
14 questions relating 
to the disaster. The 
jury answered yes to 
every question regard-
ing police failings.

Margaret Aspinall’s son James 
died due to the disaster aged just 18. 
Margaret said outside the court, “To 
get a clean sweep—14-0. Nothing 
can beat it.

“It wasn’t just about the 96 who 
died. This was about all of the fami-
lies, the fans, the survivors. This was 
clearing their name as well.

“We’ve done it and we’ve won it.”
Pete Weatherby QC, representing 

22 of the families, said the disaster 
was “a catastrophic policing failure 
of South Yorkshire Police (SYP).”

Anne Burkett’s son Peter died in 
the disaster. She said, “What fol-
lowed massively increased the dis-
tress and grief. A police cover-up of 
industrial proportions.

“To the great shame of SYP they 
sought to hide the truth. Now is the 
time for consequences.”

Sheila Coleman from the 
Hillsborough Justice Campaign told 
Socialist Worker, “The victims of the 
Hillsborough disaster go beyond the 
96 who were tragically killed. 

“They include thousands of survi-
vors and the families of those who 
died and who survived.

“Hillsborough shows how the 
establishment will always organise 

to protect its own.
“Bereaved family members 

and survivors have not only 
suffered trauma, but they 
have suffered the hurt and 
injustice of state lies. 

“Individual police offic-
ers on the day of the disas-
ter were part of an organ-
isation. That organisation 

should be held to 
account.”

FOUR PAGE 
SPECIAL ON 
MIDDLE PAGES
lTHE TRUTH, what really 
happened at Hillsborough
lHow police conspired to 
blame the fans—and how 
the Tories helped them
lFans speak out—”we 
were an easy target for the 
powerful”

Jury finds police action lay  
at the heart of the disaster
THERE WERE “major omissions” in 
police planning and preparation for 
the match. The omissions included 
specific instructions for managing 
the crowd at the Leppings Lane 
turnstiles and for monitoring the 
pens.

There were errors or omissions in 
policing on the day that contributed 
to a dangerous situation at the 
Leppings Lane turnstiles.

The jury said, “Police response to 
the increasing crowds at Leppings 
Lane was slow and uncoordinated.”

Police did not use filter cordons 
and there was no contingency plan 
for dealing with the crowd.

Commanding officers made 
errors or omissions that caused 
or contributed to the crush 
on the terrace. The jury said, 
“Commanding officers should have 
ordered the closure of the central 
tunnel before the opening of gate C 
was requested as pens three and 
four were full.”

They said commanding officers 
failed to recognise that pens 
were full. Commanding officers 
in the police control box made 
errors or omissions that caused or 

contributed to the crush on the 
terrace. Features of the design, 
construction and layout of the 
stadium caused or contributed to 
the disaster. Safety requirements 
were not met.

Sheffield Wednesday Football 
Club “did not approve the plans for 
dedicated turnstiles to each pen”. 
The jury ruled that this caused 
or contributed to the dangerous 
situation on the day.

Safety
The club’s safety certificate was 
not amended to reflect changes 
at the Leppings Lane end of the 
ground. Capacity figures were 
incorrect. The jury ruled that 
this contributed to the disaster.

Ambulance officers failed 
to comprehend the scale of 
the problem and delayed 
declaring a major 
incident. This led to 
delays in response to 
the emergency.

The jury also 
found that there may 
have been errors or 
omissions by Sheffield 

Wednesday club staff that caused 
or contributed to the dangerous 
situation. Jurors said club officials 
“should have requested a delayed 
kick off”.

The ground’s engineers should 
have done more to advise on 
unsafe aspects of the stadium.

Police actions once the crush 
had begun caused or contributed 
to fans’ deaths. Police delayed 
calling a major incident. And there 
was a lack of communication, 
coordination, command and 
control.

‘The law is one thing, getting 
justice is something else’ 
BECKY SHAH was a 
teenager when her 
mother, Inger Shah, 
died after being caught 
in the crush. Becky 
told the inquests, “The 
continuing need to 
defend my mother’s 
good name for a quar-
ter of a century has 
been overwhelming.
My mum was neither a 
drunken hooligan nor 
a bad mother.”

Becky told Socialist 
Worker, “Nothing 
that came out of the 
inquests in terms of 
what the police did 
was a surprise or a rev-
elation to me.

“In terms of smear-
ing fans, there was 
nothing that was 
shocking to me. I knew 
that in 1989.”

Off-duty firefighter 
Tony O’Keefe was at 
the match as a specta-
tor and went onto the 
pitch to try and help 
the injured. He told 
Socialist Worker, “Fans 
were picking people up 
on hoardings and help-
ing to carry people. But 
because of what was 
printed in the papers 
about fans, it stuck.

“I had someone 
saying to me, ‘You all 
crushed each other’. 
That’s the kind of thing 

you were up against.”
Stephen Wright’s 

17 year old brother 
Graham died in the 
crush. Stephen was 
also at the match. He 
told Socialist Worker, 
“The police knew the 
stadium well. I could 
see the two pens were 
chocker and the side 
pens were empty.

“And they had all 
the screens. But they 
lost control.”

Delivered
Original inquests into 
the deaths in 1991 
delivered a verdict of 
accidental death. It has 
taken years of cam-
paigning by families, 
survivors and others 
to get that overturned 
and win fresh inquests.

Sheila Coleman 
from the Hillsborough 

Justice Campaign 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Most of the bereaved 
families and survivors 
weren’t political. They 
had little or no experi-
ence of challenging 
officialdom. But the 
sustained Hillsborough 
campaign for justice 
forced the establish-
ment to admit a con-
spiracy and a cover-up. 

“We should never 
underestimate that. 
If other people and 
campaigns have been 
inspired by us, then we 
have changed things 
for the better. 

“We will keep fight-
ing for justice. The law 
is one thing but justice 
is something else.”

Sheila Coleman will be 
speaking at Marxism 
2016.  Go to  
marxismfestival.org.uk

Fans heading to the Leppings Lane end on the day

Time of deaths finally agreed
THE JURY found 
that compression 
asphyxia, or its 
effects, was the cause 
of death for most of 
the 96 fans. For John 
Alfred Anderson the 
cause was traumatic 
rupture of the 
abdominal aorta.

Tony Bland 
survived for nearly 
four years after 
suffering brain 
damage due to or 
as a consequence 
of compression 
asphyxia. He died on 
3 March 1993. Lee 
Nicol died on 17 April 
1989, two days after 
the disaster. Jurors 

gave varying times of 
death for fans who 
died on the day of 
the disaster, ranging 
between 2.57pm and 
4.50pm. For some 
fans the time of death 
was more specific.

The jury found that 
Jon-Paul Gilhooley, 
the youngest victim 

of the disaster who 
died aged ten, died at 
3.50pm. Jurors found 
that Adam Spearritt 
died between 4.45pm 
and 4.50pm. They 
said that Gary Jones 
died at 4.20pm.

The findings are 
significant. The 
original inquests in 
1991 did not look at 
any evidence after 
3.15pm on the day 
of the disaster. Then 
the coroner said 
that those who died 
would have been 
beyond saving after 
that point. 

Evidence said some 
could have survived.

Vindicated—but still fighting 
FAMILIES OF the dead 
reacted with joy to the 
inquests’ decisions—
but also said the fight 
is not over. Stephen 
Wright lost his 
brother Graham in the 
disaster. 

Stephen told 

Socialist Worker, “It’s 
a complete vindication 
of the fight we’ve had 
for all these years.

“It’s amazing. I’ve 
always believed the 
fans were unlawfully 
killed. And it’s a great 
relief to me that the 

jury said fans did not 
play any part.

“But police in this 
country don’t go to 
prison for killing 
innocent people do 
they? So the fight to 
get justice for the 96 
will continue.”

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TORIES CRUCIAL TO THE 
DEATHS AND COVER-UP 

 T
HE JURY decisions in the 
Hillsborough inquests 
have utterly vindicated 
survivors of the disaster 
and families of the dead. 

They also underline that every 
element of the establishment and 
its hangers-on were involved in 
the disgusting cover-up of the 
truth.

It is because of Tories, cops 
and the media that families and 
survivors have had to live for 
nearly three decades with the lie 
that “drunken, ticketless, late” fans 
caused the disaster.

Prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher was one of the many 
Tories who smeared and 
condemned the fans, while backing 
the police. Her support for the 
South Yorkshire cops was a thank 
you for their work in brutally 
beating the miners during the 
1984-5 strike.

This was the force that led the 
violent suppression of miners at 
the “Battle of Orgreave” in June 
1984.  Thatcher’s press secretary 
Bernard Ingham wrote to 
Hillsborough justice campaigners 
that “tanked up yobs” were 
responsible for the deaths and 
that to blame the police was 
“contemptible”.

The Tories were crucial to 
both the deaths of the 96 and 
the cover-up.  They unleashed the 
killers.

The Sun and its odious editor 
Kelvin McKenzie loyally defended 
the police and savaged the fans.

And the police themselves 
changed evidence, deliberately hid 
the truth, and continued to spout 
lies about the fans—even at the 
inquests.  They had contempt for 
fans.  At Hillsborough they didn’t 
see desperate people trying to 
escape a deadly crush.  They saw 
hooligans intent on trouble.

Police chief David Duckenfield’s 
decisions directly caused the 
deaths.

Hillsborough is not a one-off 
event.  Across Britain there are 
family campaigns for justice over 

deaths in custody and police 
abuse. Police protect Nazis on 
demonstrations and refuse to take 
racist attacks or abuse of young 
working class people—particularly 
girls—seriously.

The problem isn’t individual 
officers or an individual police 
force.  The police are rotten to 
the core because they exist to 
prop up a rotten system and the 
inequality, oppression and violence 
that goes with it.  Their job is to 
police working class people on 
behalf of the rich.

So it is hypocrisy for David 
Cameron to claim he is sorry for 
the way Hillsborough families and 
survivors have been treated.

Ordinary people who have 
fought for truth and justice over 
Hillsborough should be proud. 
They have shown that it’s possible 
to wring concessions from our 
rulers. 

But we still don’t have the 
whole truth about Hillsborough. 
And the police and their backers 
will organise to try and stop 
justice being done.

The battle for full justice over 
Hillsborough continues.

But we should all feel stronger 
in our struggles against the system 
that produced the disaster.

STEEL FIGHT NOT WON YET
 THE MIRROR newspaper 

heralded a “stunning victory 
for our campaign” to save 

steel jobs last week.  TUC general 
secretary Frances O’Grady 
enthusiastically joined in.

This was far too celebratory. 
Tory business secretary Sajid 

Javid last week told parliament 
the government was prepared 
to take a 25 percent stake in the 
threatened Port Talbot steel works 
in South Wales.

This was a humiliating U-turn 
for a government that had insisted 

nationalisation was not an option. 
It reflects the Tories’ fear of 
reaping the growing anger over 
job losses.

But it doesn’t go far enough and 
doesn’t safeguard a single job.

The government’s pledge is 
only to “co-invest” with potential 
private buyers in order to sweeten 
the deal for bosses. So far no 
buyer has emerged.  And moving 
from one set of greedy bosses to 
another guarantees nothing.

Scunthorpe’s steel works were 
bought by Greybull Capital, the 

same investment fund that “saved” 
airline Monarch two years earlier.

The Unite union revealed 
last week that the Greybull-
owned carrier is now laying off 
engineering workers.

A genuine solution would be real 
nationalisation.  That would take a 
vital industry off the bosses and run 
it as a public service—saving every 
job.  The failure to do that isn’t just 
the government’s. 

The union leaders and the 
Labour Party have not built a 
fightback. The struggle must go on.

They didn’t see 
desperate fans 
trying to escape a 
deadly crush 

‘‘ 

Socialist Worker  27 April 2016

 Get Socialist Worker 
 every week
If you liked this issue of 
Socialist Worker, why 
not subscribe for just 
£5 a month?

phone 020 7840 5601
or email 
circ@socialistworker.
co.uk

More online...

    Socialist Worker (Britain)  
   @socialistworker   

lFull coverage of 
Hillsborough is on our 
website

lUpdates and reports at  
socialistworker.co.uk  

Sheila Coleman
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  THE TRUTH
Forget the smears about fans—
police caused the Hillsborough 
disaster, says Sadie Robinson
POLICE CAUSED the deaths of 
96 people in the Hillsborough 
football disaster. 

For 27 years cops, Tory MPs and 
right wing newspapers conspired to 
blame Liverpool fans for the deadly 
crush at the Sheffield stadium in 
1989.

But former chief superintendent 
David Duckenfield agreed at recent 
inquests that his failings were “the 
direct cause” of the deaths.

Duckenfield was match com-
mander on the day of the disaster, 
15 April 1989. 

He ordered a gate to be opened at 
2.52pm after a crowd built up out-
side the Leppings Lane end of the 
ground.

Around 2,000 fans streamed into 
the stadium and two thirds went 
down a tunnel leading to pens 3 
and 4, where the deadly crush took 
place.

Police blamed fans for the chaos 
at Leppings Lane. 

They claimed drunk, ticketless 
fans deliberately arrived late to 
force police to allow them into the 
ground. The inquests showed this to 
be a lie.

Late fans didn’t cause the crush. 
The court was shown footage of the 
Leppings Lane turnstiles at 2.06pm, 
2.11pm, 2.13pm, 2.14pm, 2.16pm 
and 2.30pm.

Backlog
Duckenfield agreed the footage 
showed fans arriving in good time. 
He agreed that the backlog of fans 
developing at 2.15pm would get 
worse.

Superintendent Roger Marshall 
was in charge of fans at the Leppings 
Lane turnstiles. 

At 2.17pm he requested that 
Leppings Lane be closed to traf-
fic because of the numbers of fans 
there. 

This was a “significant request” 

that he had never made before. 
Marshall agreed that there was 

a problem at Leppings Lane from 
2.15pm. 

He agreed that if all fans had 
arrived by 2.20pm they still wouldn’t 
all have been in the ground by the 
time gate C opened.

Drunk fans didn’t cause the 
crush. 

The coroner in the original 
inquests, Dr Stefan Popper, ordered 
blood samples from the dead to test 
for blood alcohol levels.

The coroner in the fresh inquests, 
Sir John Goldring, said this was “not 
normal”. 

He added, “Over half of the vic-
tims had either no alcohol in their 
blood or an amount which was 
entirely negligible.

“Most of the others had levels 
which was consistent with only 
modest social drinking before a 
sporting event.”

Ticketless fans didn’t cause the 
crush. Structural engineer John 
Cutlack calculated that 14,264 fans 
entered the ground for the west 
stand, west terrace or north-west 
terrace. 

The figure included fans who had 

entered via turnstiles, through gate 
C when it was opened on two occa-
sions, or by climbing over the wall.

The figure was 300 lower than 
the number of fans who had bought 
tickets for that area.

Failings
Police failings caused the disaster. 
Yet even as fans lay dying on the 
pitch, senior officers were pinning 
the blame on supporters. 

At around 3.15pm Duckenfield 
told three football officials that 
Liverpool fans had forced a gate.

Duckenfield said he quickly real-
ised this was a “dreadful mistake”. 

He didn’t correct it.
Within hours police were looking 

for evidence to back up their lies.
The match was stopped at 

3.06pm. By 5.15pm “police pho-
tographers had been sent out to 
take photographs of cans of drink 
around the area of the stadium”.

Socialist Worker said at the 
time, “Liverpool football fans died 
because government and police 
refused to treat them as human 
beings.”

Police treated desperate fans 
trying to escape the crush as 
hooligans. 

Fences and pens that treated 

supporters as little more than ani-
mals trapped fans in the crush.

Duckenfield agreed that his 
main focus had been on crowd 
segregation. 

When asked what he was doing 
in the emergency response he said, 
“First of all, I was making the neces-
sary plans to make sure there wasn’t 
a pitch invasion.”

The media and the Tories lined 
up to help senior police lie about 
their role in the disaster and shift 
the blame onto the fans. 

Hillsborough shows the utter 
contempt that the entire establish-
ment has for working class people.

BACK STORY
Some 96 Liverpool fans died as 
a result of a crush at Sheffield’s 
Hillsborough football stadium on 
15 April 1989
lSome 82 people were declared 
dead at the stadium. A further  
12 were declared dead in hospital
lLee Nicol survived for two days 
on a life support machine before 
he died. Tony Bland survived 
until 1993 with severe brain 
damage
lThe youngest victim was ten 
years old. The oldest was 67

FANS HELPED those injured in the crush
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S
ENIOR POLICE officers 
met two days after the 
disaster and drew up a 
plan to blame Liverpool 
fans for the crush.

Chief superintendent 
Terry Wain addressed the meeting. 

According to former inspector Clive 
Davis Wain said, “We are going to put 
the blame for this disaster where it 
belongs—on the drunken, ticketless 
Liverpool fans.”

Wain said officers should “gather 
the evidence to show this”. This meant 
looking for beer cans, and visiting 
licensed premises and off licences.

Davis added, “Mr Wain had been 
given a job to do, and he would have 
only been given that job by the direc-
tion of the chief constable.”

The chief constable of South 
Yorkshire Police (SYP) at the time was 
Peter Wright. Wright spoke to a Police 
Federation meeting four days after 
the disaster. The inquests heard that 
he told officers, “If anybody should 
be blamed, it should be the drunken,  
ticketless individuals.”

SYP had to provide a submission to 
the 1989-90 Taylor Inquiry into the 
disaster. Wright appointed Wain to 
oversee the gathering of evidence for 
that submission.

Exaggeration
Wain agreed that SYP’s submission to 
the Taylor Inquiry included a “defence 
of senior officers” and involved “some 
degree of exaggeration”.

On 1 June 1989 Wain raised an 
action to obtain information from all 
available sources on Liverpool fans 
trying to gain illegal entry to football 
grounds.

SYP told Taylor, “Fans without tick-
ets conspired to arrive late and create 
such trouble as would force the police 
to admit them to the match.”

SYP solicitor Peter Metcalf was 
recorded on 9 June 1989 noting that 
evidence of such a conspiracy was 
“somewhat half-baked”. 

Yet still the cops pursued it.
In July 1990 Wain asked a detec-

tive inspector to use a police computer 
system to find negative evidence about 
Liverpool fans.

Wain agreed that this appeared to 

show “clear evidence of an attempt to 
denigrate the fans”.

Norman Bettison was a chief inspec-
tor with SYP at the time.

The court heard that Bettison had 
bragged of being part of a team “tasked 
with making sure that SYP bore no 
blame for the Hillsborough disaster 
and it was all the fault of the drunken 
Liverpool supporters”.

Bettison denied this—but con-
firmed he was tasked with looking 
for evidence of fans’ drinking and 
misbehaviour.

Bettison said a number of criticisms 
of the police response “add up to a 
serious failing”. He agreed that none 
of these criticisms were included in 
SYP’s submission.

Assistant chief constable Stuart 
Anderson asked SYP solicitor Peter 
Metcalf if SYP should collate infor-
mation about “incidents” relating to 
Liverpool fans from other police forces.

Metcalf suggested that chief consta-
bles could be encouraged to contact 
the Taylor Inquiry directly because “we 
could not then be accused of orches-
trating evidence”.

A letter from Metcalf to the police 
insurers admitted SYP had “been con-
tacting other police forces asking for 
comments about the behaviour of 
Liverpool fans”.

Independent 
cover-up?
WEST MIDLANDS Police 
(WMP) investigated 
SYP in the wake of the 
disaster. The inquests 
heard that then SYP chief 
constable Peter Wright 
told officers they had to 
“be the authors of most 
of the information fed in” 
to WMP.

John Mervyn Jones 
was assistant chief 
constable of WMP at the 
time. 

Jones sent a letter 
to government legal 
body Treasury Solicitors 
on 9 June 1989. It 
asked whether heavy 
drinking among fans 
was a “Liverpool 
characteristic”. 

Jones denied that he 

sent the letter after a 
request from SYP.

Derek Bruder, a 
Merseyside officer at the 
time, attended the match 
as a fan. He said WMP 
pressured him to change 
his evidence.

The original inquests 

did not look at any 
evidence after 3.15pm. 

But Bruder said victim 
Kevin Williams was alive 
when he was lying on 
the pitch after the crush. 
Footage showed Kevin 
being carried out of pen 
3 at 3.28pm.

Bruder said WMP 
inspector Matthew 
Sawyers wrote a new 
statement for him 
and there had been 
“a conscious and 
determined effort to put 
words into my mouth”.

Sawyers disagreed that 
it was “very inconvenient” 
to have an officer giving 
evidence of signs of life 
in Kevin after 3.15pm.

Dr Nat Cary agreed 
during the fresh inquests 
that the cut-off time 
was “wholly wrong and 
arbitrary and there was no 
pathological basis for it”.

Former special police 
constable Debra Martin 
also gave evidence that 
Kevin was alive when she 
helped carry him to the 
ground’s gym. She said 
she faced “bullying and 
manipulation” to change 
that account.

Cops Mervyn Jones (left) and Peter Wright (right)

 …AND HOW  
 THE TORIES  
 HELPED THEM
T

ORY MPS met with 
police to plan their 
cover-up in the wake 
of Hillsborough. The 
disaster took place four 
years after the end of 

the Miners’ Strike. 
Tory prime minister Margaret 

Thatcher had relied on South 
Yorkshire Police (SYP) to lay siege to 
working class areas to try and break 
the strike.

SYP chief constable Peter Wright 
had overseen police attacks on 
miners at the Orgreave coking plant 
in 1984.

Now the Tories repaid the cops’ 
loyalty. Thatcher and then home 
secretary Douglas Hurd visited SYP 
officers the day after the disaster and 
were given a briefing. Apparently 
there is no documentation to reveal 
what was in the briefing.

But Thatcher refused to welcome 
the “broad thrust” of the Taylor 
report into the disaster because it 
contained “devastating criticism” of 
the cops.

Irvine Patnick was Tory MP for 
Sheffield Hallam at the time of the 
disaster. He went on TV within 
hours calling for pubs to be closed 
near football grounds when matches 
were on, and saying fans could be 
breathalysed. 

Patnick claimed that fans had 
kicked police and urinated on  

them, and that he had seen the 
bruises.

He later apologised for spreading 
the lies and said he got his 
information from SYP.

Patnick issued instructions to 
official investigations demanding 
that they listen to officers’ lies.

He wrote to Lord Justice Taylor 
within five days of the disaster 
recounting the officers’ allegations.
He told Taylor they would “have to 
be considered”.

Patnick later contacted an officer 
in the West Midlands investigation 
claiming that officers’ evidence “was 
not fully taken into account at the 
inquiry”.

He said he hoped “something can 
be done to rectify this”.

Tory MP Michael Shersby, who 

represented the Police Federation’s 
interests in parliament, attended a 
meeting at SYP Police Federation 
headquarters six months after the 
disaster. He said he wanted to 
“bring out that the police did behave 
magnificently”.

Norman Bettison, by then a 
superintendent, was also there.

The inquests heard that the 
meeting aimed to rebut Taylor’s 
interim report, which rejected the 
claim that drunken fans caused 
the disaster. Shersby told Douglas 
Hurd that police testimonies had 
been altered to take out negative 
descriptions of fans’ behaviour.

In fact police statements contained 
many negative descriptions of fans.

Shersby invited Bettison to 
address MPs in London. Bettison 
recorded that one Tory MP “confided 
that in his view Taylor had got it 
all wrong and, as far as he was 
concerned, he intended to put the 
record straight”.

Bettison met with 12 MPs in 
the House of Commons in early 
November 1989. He said at least two 
MPs “expressed disappointment” 
that a debate on Hillsborough had 
been postponed as it could “diminish 
the impact of their ‘promised’ attack 
upon the findings of the interim 
report”.

Bettison and Patnick were later 
knighted.

 HOW POLICE 
CONSPIRED 
TO BLAME 
THE FANS …

Officers were told to write their 
accounts of the day on paper instead 
of their notebooks. Coroner Sir John 
Goldring said it seemed this had been 
“decided at the highest level”. 

A record of a meeting between SYP 
and lawyers noted that “pocket note-
book entries can be called for [by the 
inquiry] and must be produced”. 

The jury heard that SYP solici-
tors Hammond Suddards “reviewed 
the written accounts of 416 officers” 
and “commented on 158”. SYP also 
“vetted” some accounts.

The Hillsborough Independent 
Panel reported in 2012 that nearly 200 
police statements had been amended, 
164 substantially. “Some 116 of the 

164 removed or altered comments 
unfavourable to SYP,” it said.

The Independent Police Complaints 
Commission found evidence that more 
officers’ statements had been altered 
after the panel reported. 

It has also found evidence that fans’ 
statements may have been amended.

Officers said they were encouraged 
to include evidence of drunkenness or 
bad behaviour among fans.

SYP had been warned that it could 
face the allegation that officers failed 
to block the tunnel to pens 3 and 4. 

SYP solicitors removed the only 
two references to the closure of the 
tunnel in previous years from SYP’s 
submission.

How cops 
caused 
the crush
POLICE FAILURE to 
control crowds at 
Hillsborough led to a 
bottleneck of fans outside 
the Leppings Lane 
turnstiles. 

Policing expert Douglas 
Hopkins told the inquests 
it should have been “very 
obvious” at 2.40pm that 
kick off should have been 
delayed.

Superintendent Roger 
Marshall said it was “one 
of his most profound 
regrets” that he did not 
request a delay.

He agreed that he 
took “very few” steps to 
manage the situation at 
Leppings Lane and that 
his actions contributed to 
congestion. 

He agreed it was the 
responsibility of police to 
monitor pens 3 and 4 and 
it was one of his “great 
regrets” that they didn’t.

Coroner John Goldring 
said match commander 
David Duckenfield 
“agreed that monitoring 
pens was his ultimate 

responsibility. He failed to 
do so.”

SYP’s chief constable 
was recorded at a meeting 
two days after the disaster 
saying that Duckenfield 
was “well aware” of the 
possibility of closing the 
tunnel.

Duckenfield agreed 
that his failure to close 
the tunnel to pens 3 and  
4 was “the direct cause” 
of fans’ deaths. 

He failed to warn 
stewards or police that 
he was going to order the 
gate open.

There is no record of 
Duckenfield declaring a 
major incident.

Duckenfield accepted 
that there should have 
been a contingency plan 
to deal with large crowds 
outside the ground. 

He agreed the disaster 
could have been avoided 
had he deployed more 
officers at the turnstiles.

Duckenfield agreed 
that he “froze” as the 
disaster unfolded.

He admitted he was 
“practising and persisted 
in a far-reaching deceit” 
over his role in the 
disaster.

Duckenfield retired 
early on a full pension 
and avoided disciplinary 
proceedings.

Thatcher goes to Hillsborough

Police said they 
wanted to put the 
blame on ‘drunken, 
ticketless 
Liverpool fans’

‘‘ The Tories repaid 
in full the  
cops’ loyalty  
after the Miners’ 
Strike

‘‘

Eyewitness—‘We were in 
shock. Then the lies started’
LIVERPOOL FAN Marco Catena 
was in pen 3 on the day of the 
disaster.

“WE WALKED in there about 2.20. 
At first I didn’t notice anything 
different. I didn’t see people 
dying in front of me. You can’t 
see because you couldn’t move. 

“Only when people started 
being dragged out of the back, 
I saw bodies lying around.

“Afterwards the radio 
said there were nine dead. 
Then 20. Then 30. 

“We were in shock. 
Then the lies started. 

“The Sun said we urinated 
on the coppers trying to save 
fans, that we pick pocketed. I 
didn’t see anyone doing that.

“Liverpool supporters 
carried injured fans on 
billboards. The coppers were 
like headless chickens. 

“They wanted to say 
we were all drunk. 

“They thought—we’ve 
cocked up, let’s blame the 
fans. That’s what happened.

“It took the families and the 
justice campaigns 27 years  
to turn that around. 

“It’s a disgrace.
“Pens 3 and 4 were packed at 

quarter past two if not earlier. 
The police control room had 
the perfect view of them. 

“They knew. They said 
supporters would find their own 
level. But when I walked down 
that tunnel I didn’t know it was 
jam packed. All the police had 
to do was block the entrance to 
the tunnel like they did in 1988.

“A solicitor told me that if I’d 
been standing three or four feet to 
the right I could have been dead. 

“It was pot luck based on 
what time you walked in and 
where you were standing. 

“It could have been anybody.”

ii

The cover-up over the cops’ role in the Hillsborough disaster began the 
same day—and it went straight to the top of South Yorkshire Police
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The police  
pushed fans 
back in pens 
Establishment and police contempt 
for supporters had deep roots
POLICE PUSHED fans back into 
the deadly crush. Liverpool fan 
Mark Frankland said, “They were 
pushing people off the fences and 
back into the cages.”

Former police officer Brian 
Walton said he saw “police officers 
throwing back persons into the 
crowd” as they tried to escape the 
crush.

Alison Willis was in pen 4. She 
said she tried to tell an officer that 
people were dying in the pen and 
the officer replied, “Get back in, 
you fucking Scouse bastard.”

Deborah Routledge said she was 
“threatened with arrest” when she 
tried to help a friend in the pens.

Emergency
The inquest heard severe criticisms 
of the emergency response on the 
day of the disaster. Many witnesses 
also described seeing signs of life 
in victims. 

The court heard several times 
from witnesses who said the 
emergency services did not check 
for signs of life in injured fans.

Pathologists and medical experts 
said that several victims may have 
lived if they had better medical 
treatment earlier.

Consultant James Wardrope 
said the A&E department at 
Sheffield’s Northern General 
Hospital was overwhelmed with 
injured fans. 

Some victims were taken to a 
temporary mortuary because the 
resources weren’t there to treat 
them. Wardrope said he didn’t 
realise the scale of the disaster 
because police had not declared a 
major incident.

Ambulance staff said lives could 
have been saved if the emergency 
response was organised differently. 

The Hillsborough Independent 
Panel found evidence that  
41 victims could have been saved 
if they had been able to access 
emergency services.

There was also evidence that 
people were alive but had been 
assessed as dead. 

Former police officer Andrew 
Eddison made a statement 
describing pulling casualties from 
a pile in the gate to pen 3.

It said, “I could see a hand from 
the bottom of the pile of bodies 
grabbing my trousers, somebody 
was still alive. 

“The pulling on my trouser leg 
stopped.”

‘We were an easy target for the powerful’
STEPHEN WRIGHT was at the 
Hillsborough game. His 17 year 
old brother Graham died in the 
disaster.

 “I’ve always known the truth 
about Hillsborough. But the 
establishment has ways and means 
of covering things up and they’ve 
done it well.

“Margaret Thatcher’s been let 
off scot free. 

“Bernard Ingham, her press 
secretary at the time, said the fans 
were a ‘tanked up mob’. He gave a 
little window, a little insight, into 
what their thinking was. And he 
never apologised.

“The Taylor Inquiry criticised 
South Yorkshire Police. Thatcher 
didn’t want to welcome it. 

“This was her favourite police 
force. It was the force that had 
done the miners in. 

“She wasn’t going to let them 
take the rap. The police cover-up 
came from the top. 

“Two hours after the match was 
stopped they were photographing 
inside litter bins looking for drink 
cans. 

“They were getting their story 
ready right from the off.

“Blood alcohol levels were 
taken, even from a ten year old 
child. 

“Criminal record checks were 
done on the dead. These are  
96 men, women and children 
who died in a tragedy and they’re 
treated like that.

 “The police and the Tories fed 
the lies to the right wing press, 
and the right wing press put it out 
there. 

“We were an easy target for 
those in power. We were only 
working class football supporters.”

The Hillsborough stadium was unsafe
THE HILLSBOROUGH stadium was 
unsafe on the day of the disaster. 
There was no way of recording 
numbers of fans going into 
different areas of the ground. This 
breached the requirements of the 
ground’s safety certificate.

The club turned down plans for 
turnstiles that would record the 
number of fans going into each 
area. 

It chose an alternative that cost 
half the price.

Former Sheffield Wednesday 
football club safety officer Graham 
Mackrell agreed that the turnstile 
system was “deeply flawed”.

David Moore, a former 
environmental health officer at 

Sheffield City Council, said it was 
a “political decision” not to raise 
safety concerns.

He said the engineer in charge 
of the stadium, Wilfred Eastwood, 
became “irate” when safety 
concerns were raised in 1986. 

He said Eastwood threatened to 
sue the council if it successfully 
objected to a development at the 
Spion Kop stand.

Former officer Lillyan Sosnowski 
said it was hard to pull fans from 
the pens partly because an exit 
gate was so narrow. 

The court heard that the gate 
to pen 4 was 77cm wide but the 
guide required it to be 110cm  
wide. 

John Strange, who worked for 
engineering firm Eastwood and 
Partners at the time, said the 
calculated capacity for pens 3 and 
4 was wrong. 

Fans gave evidence of crushing 
at previous matches.

One fan, Norman Fenton, said a 
crush in 1981 left many fans “more 
than just distressed”.

Families treated ‘like muck’
SUCH WAS the scale of smears 
targeting Liverpool fans, relatives 
of the dead have had to plead for 
their loved ones to be treated 
with respect.

Many relatives gave 
“pen portraits” of the dead 
to the inquests soon after 
they began in April  
2014.

Kathleen Thompson 
spoke about her late 
husband Patrick 
John Thompson, 
who died due to the 
crush aged 35. 

She said, 
“Please listen to the 
evidence and let 
my children know 
that their dad was 
not a hooligan, but 
a hardworking 
family man who 
just happened to 
love football.”

Jennifer Birtle’s 
son David was  

22 when he died as a result of the 
crush. 

She was abroad when she 
heard the news.

She said, “I had to listen 
to two expats reading the 
local paper and saying, 
‘Oh, the police say it was 
hooligans,’ as if it was 
their own fault.”

Some relatives were 
told they could not 
touch the victims 
in the immediate 
aftermath of the 
crush. 

Leslie Jones said 
police said his son 
Richard was “the 
property of the 
coroner now”.

Francis Tyrrell, 
whose son Kevin 
died due to the 
disaster, said he 
was “just getting 
treated like 
muck”.

ADVICE FROM police 
solictors to amend and review 
the evidence given by officers 

Stephen Wright

More online
lFor all our coverage 
of Hillsborough go to 
socialistworker.co.uk
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 Tories in EU crisis---  
 don’t rescue them
IT’S BEEN pleasant to watch the awkwardness of the 
right wing Leave campaigners over Barack Obama’s 
intervention in the Brexit debate. 

The Tories among them especially like to portray 
themselves as the true friends of the United States in 
Britain. Their alternative to the European Union is the 
“Anglosphere”—a bloc of free market English-speaking 
states centred on Washington.

And now their love object has rejected them brutally. 
Aside from Boris Johnson’s odious references to Obama’s 

Kenyan heritage, Liam Fox, Nigel Farage and Co are naively 
outraged that Obama is interfering in British politics. And 
that the US is demanding of Britain restrictions on its 
sovereignty that it would never accept for itself. 

Do they think this is the first time this has happened? 
Plenty of people in Latin America and the Middle East could 
tell them different.

But Obama’s intervention also has a message for those 
on the left who are thinking of voting Remain. They tend to 
argue that the referendum is an obscure dispute within the 
British ruling class of no larger significance. 

It’s true that David Cameron called the vote on Brexit in a 
futile attempt to quiet the divisions within his own party. But 
that doesn’t mean that Britain’s membership of the European 
Union (EU) isn’t of significance to the leading capitalist 
states. Obama’s support for the Remain camp comes after a 
series of other similar interventions.

 Heads of the International Monetary Fund and Nato, 
American business interests in Britain and other corporate 
forces all demand that Britain stays in the EU. The 
governments of Germany, China and Australia, among 
others, demand the same.

This confirms that the EU is one of the key strategic 
projects of the Western imperialist powers since the Second 
World War. These include first and foremost the US, but also 
France, Germany and, more slowly and reluctantly, Britain.

Pressure
That project is now under unprecedented pressure, chiefly 
as a result of the euro disaster, but now reinforced by the 
refugee crisis. 

Britain’s withdrawal would throw the EU into yet more 
turmoil and cause further damage to its credibility. So the 
world’s ruling classes are rallying to support Cameron. 

Even the Chinese government opposes Brexit. This is 
partly no doubt for economic reasons, but probably also 
because of Beijing’s longstanding, mistaken hope that the EU 
can act as a counterweight to the US.

Obama’s intervention stops anyone pretending any longer 
that they haven’t noticed where global capitalist interests are 
lining up. The Emperor himself has told them in words of 
one syllable that Brexit will harm his empire.

The other argument used by left Remain supporters is that 
a Leave vote would have damaging domestic political effects 
by strengthening the right. But the opposite has proved the 
case. The Tories swore that they had learned the lessons of 
their divisions over Europe in the 1990s and would have a 
restrained and friendly debate this time.

In fact, and quite predictably, the logic of a close-fought 
referendum has led to increasing polarisation. The Brexit 
debate has turned into the opening round of the intra-party 
Tory struggle over the succession to Cameron. 

This is one reason why the debate has become so 
embittered. Michael Gove, Johnson and the rest have made 
polemical attacks on the government that will haunt them if 
they serve in the post-referendum cabinet.

The inner-party struggle has also forced the government 
into a series of retreats in fear of backbench revolts. The first 
came with the budget, and George Osborne’s abandonment 
of welfare cuts after Iain Duncan Smith’s resignation as work 
and pensions secretary. Now it looks as if the government is 
retreating on Osborne’s headline budget announcement, the 
transformation of all state schools into academies.

So a government that won a parliamentary majority less 
than a year ago is in increasing trouble. The emergence 
therefore of a united Lexit—left exit—campaign is very 
timely. It’s needed against both a damaged EU and a failing 
government. Rather than—as Labour is doing—come to 
their rescue, we should exploit their crises.

 Tories leave child refugees  
 to rot as protests hit Chios
by DAVE SEWELL

THE GOVERNMENT was 
d isgracefu l ly  f ight ing 
to stop unaccompanied 
child refugees from being 
allowed into Britain on 
Monday of this week.

MPs voted by 294 to  
276 on Monday of this week 
to reject an amendment to 
the Immigration Bill pro-
posed by former child refu-
gee Lord Alf Dubs.

An estimated 95,000 unac-
companied child refugees are 
estimated to have applied for 
asylum in Europe last year.

They include children 
orphaned by war or split 
from their families by border 
controls.

Meanwhile  European 
Council president Donald 
Tusk and German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel visited 
Turkey last weekend to pro-
mote the country’s deal with 
the European Union (EU). 

The agreement, strongly 
backed by David Cameron, 
makes Turkey the EU’s border 
guard.

Tusk insisted that Turkey 
was the “best example for the 
whole world how we should 
treat refugees”. 

He spoke days after the 
latest reports of Turkish 
border guards allegedly 
shooting Syrian refugees 
dead, including children. 

Deported
Turkey has also illegally 
deported thousands of refu-
gees back into Syria.

Over 7,000 refugees have 
been rounded up into deten-
tion camps on Greek islands, 
so they can be deported to 
Turkey under the deal. 

Karim Toryalai, an Afghan 
refugee in the Vial A deten-
tion camp on the island of 

Chios, told Socialist Worker, 
“People come from Syria, 
Iraq or Afghanistan because 
they have nothing left in their 
countries.

“They expect a better life 
in Europe—instead they’ve 
been put in prison for more 
than a month now. It’s really 
shocking.”

People are crammed into 
containers full of bunkbeds 
or even made to sleep on the 

concrete floor.
Karim said, “We don’t get 

enough food, and what we 
get doesn’t taste good. 

“Recently people saw 
worms inside the food they’d 
been given, and we made 
a protest and all said we 
wouldn’t eat it.”

Shambolic organisation 
and refugees’ resistance has 
made it impossible to pen 
them all in. 

After repeated jailbreaks at 
Chios the gates have at times 
been opened and refugees 
allowed to walk around. But 
they cannot leave the island.

Karim said, “People broke 
out because they wanted 
freedom.”

Hundreds of refugees  
rallied with Greek trade 
unionists and anti-racists 

at the port of Piraeus on 
Thursday of last week, call-
ing for open borders.

But the clampdown in 
Greece and Turkey has 
already begun to drive ref-
ugees and migrants onto 
other routes, often more 
dangerous.

Around 100 Afr ican 
migrants used a low tide 
to get around the sea bar-
rier onto Spain’s territory in 
Morocco last Saturday. 

And survivors rescued last 
week say up to 500 people 
may have drowned when 
their boat sank trying to 
reach Italy from Libya.

REFUGEES protested on the Greek island of Chios on 
Monday (main) where Karim (left) is detained

GET INVOLVED
SATURDAY 7 MAY 
Protests against detention 
centres—bit.ly/1ToiV4I 
WEDNESDAY 25 MAY 
Rally—refugees welcome, 
racism out of the 
referendum. 6.30pm, 
Mander Hall, Mabledon 
Place, London WC1H 9BD
SATURDAY 18 JUNE 
Convoy to Calais —
supporters include 
Stand Up to Racism, the 
People’s Assembly and 
the Unite and CWU unions
  SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER 
Stand Up to Racism 
national conference 
—standuptoracism.org.uk 
for details 

 Convoy and vigils show solidarity
VIGILS FOR those 
who drowned in the 
Mediterranean brought 
out around 100 people in 
London, 30 in York and up 
to 70 in Nottingham last 
week.

And 100 people 
attended a Trade Unionists 
for Calais summit last 
Sunday. They reported on 
trips to support refugees in 
Calais through fundraising 
and volunteering.

Clare Moseley first went 
to Calais with a Stand Up 
to Racism (SUTR) convoy 
last year. She warned 
that although the French 
government is arguing that 

it’s “all over in Calais”, 
“there are still 5,000 
people there and they still 
need our help.”

Practical support 
is important, but the 
only real solution is 
putting pressure on the 
government to let refugees 
in. Part of this is building 
a high-profile convoy to 
Calais on Saturday 18 
June.

Brian Richardson from 
SUTR said this can be 
“a powerful message of 
solidarity” to refugees 
fighting border controls.
Read more about Trade Union-
ists for Calais bit.ly/1VNurshOn the London vigil for refugees

More online
For a longer interview with 
Karim, go to bit.ly/21bORu9
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 Teachers and parents can sink 
 latest attacks on education
The government is on the rocks as resistance to academies and Tory tests grows. With big 
union meetings and angry parents there’s real potential to beat them, says Sadie Robinson
THE TORIES are in crisis over 
education. Schools minister 
Nick Gibb cancelled a Sats test 
for seven year olds last week 
because it had been published on 
the Department for Education’s 
website. 

The fiasco follows the scrapping 
of baseline tests for four year olds.

And Tory MPs are demanding 
that a plan to force every school in 
England to become an academy is 
removed from the education white 
paper.

People are furious at the attack. 
The NUT union plans to ballot 

teachers next month for strikes over 
the impact of forced academies and 
funding cuts.

A series of big teachers’ meetings 
reflects the anger among workers—
and the determination to resist.

Sara Tomlinson is a NUT member 
in Lambeth, south London. She 
told Socialist Worker, “We had 87 
people at our union meeting last 
week—we usually have 20 or 25. 

“Lots of people were volunteer-
ing to be reps. And lots had already 
had school meetings to discuss the 
ballot.”

Issues
In Ealing, west London, 105 teachers  
met last week. NUT divisional sec-
retary Stefan Simms told Socialist 
Worker, “Normally our union meet-
ings have around 20 people at them. 
We got so many people this time by 
phoning members and talking to 
them about the issues.

“Lots of teachers volunteered 
to ring people, to go and speak in 
other schools and to do street stalls. 
There are 22 school meetings set up 
so far across Ealing.”

In Lancaster workers ran a “meet 
the teachers and junior doctors” 
stall last Saturday for the third week 
running. 

Audrey Glover is president of 
Lancaster and Morecambe NUT. 
She told Socialist Worker, “A lot 
of parents stopped to give contact 
details.

“People were really angry about 
forced academies and testing. 
There was a buzz about people 
wanting to get organised and  
work together.”

A recent union meeting in the 
district drew 62 people, compared 
to the usual ten. 

And many parents in Lancaster, 
and across the country, plan to 
keep their children off school on  
3 May as a “student strike” against 
Sats tests.

The Tories are on the rocks over 
their education attacks and there is 
real potential to beat them. 

NUT deputy general secretary 

Kevin Courtney told Socialist 
Worker that teachers must fight 
even if the government retreats on 
some parts of its assault.

“The government may have to 
drop forced academies,” he said. 
“But even if they do, their direction 
of travel is very clear.

“They want more academies and 
they are attacking local author-
ity funding. It’s absolutely right to 
press the point now. 

“There is profound anger among 
teachers and I think it will lead to a 
strong ballot result.”

A win in education could encour-
age other groups to resist.

More online...
What is education for?  
bit.ly/1YQ7mCQ

PARENTS SHOW they reject Tory plans Picture: Guy Smallman

Anti-union law can still fail
TEACHERS COULD be the 
first group of workers to 
have their right to strike 
challenged by the Tories’ 
new anti-union laws.

The Trade Union Bill was 
set to return to parliament on 
Wednesday. Whatever divisions 
may exist among Tories they 
are very unlikely to pass up a 
chance to attack trade unions.

While the bill’s passage 
through the Lords has 
changed it, it is still a ruthless 
attempt by the Tories to 
stop struggle against their 

assault on our services. 
The TUC says the bill 

took a “battering” in the 
Lords—and we can celebrate 
the concessions made. 

But union leaders’ focus 
on changing the minds 
of some Tories has been 
the wrong approach.

The bill could have been 
defeated through mass 
workers’ action—and it 
must be defied and made 
unworkable if it passes. 

But we can’t wait for 
a lead from the top.

CAMPAIGN
Parents denounce 
Tory tests regime
AROUND 200 parents met in 
central London last Saturday 
and launched a new campaign—
Parents Defending Education.

They were furious at the forced 
academies plan and the obsession 
with testing in schools.

Catherine Toms and Charlotte 
Wolf are parents and teachers in 
London. Catherine told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s a lack of evidence 
that academisation actually makes 
a difference. And education should 
not be a business.”

Charlotte added, “There 
shouldn’t be competition in 
education. Every child should have 
a good local school.”

She was heartened by the 
disarray at the Department for 
Education. “It seems there are 
cracks appearing,” she said. “I 
support strikes over this. Our voice 
has to be as loud as possible.”

Parent Shari told Socialist 
Worker, “My son’s in year two. 
I’ve noticed a difference since 
his school was turned into an 
academy—there’s no sense of 
community anymore.”

Culture
Parent Fiona Forrest spoke 
about the devastating impact of 
academies and the testing culture. 
She said children at her daughter’s 
school were publicly ranked on 
their test scores.

One child was bullied after being 
at the bottom of the class and 
was “writing in her book that she 
wanted to kill herself”. Fiona told 
Socialist Worker, “In my daughter’s 
academy the money’s dried up for 
children—but managers’ salaries 
have stayed. You can’t talk to 
anyone there about it. They just 
fob you off.”

Author Michael Rosen 
denounced the “test-crazy 
regime” in education. ATL general 
secretary Mary Bousted said the 
Tories face “real problems” and 
said, “We can win this.”

Parent and teacher Lucy Cox 
attacked academies for excluding 
children at a “breathtaking” rate 
and letting down children with 
special educational needs.

The campaign will oppose 
academies, testing and cuts, and 
fight for a good school place for all 
and defend parents’ involvement 
in schools.
For details go to Parents Defending 
Education on Facebook
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Protests in 
Egypt met 
with brutal 
repression
Demonstrations were pushed back 
on Monday but the regime is still in 
trouble, writes Charlie Kimber

PROTESTERS TOOK to the 
streets of Egypt on Monday 
despite a ban on demonstrations. 

The coordination and determi-
nation of the mobilisations marks 
a shift in the confidence of the  
opposition to the regime.

But they were met by a wave of 
repression. Soldiers were deployed 
to the assembly points and around 
150 were arrested.

In the run-up to the protests the 
security forces has already seized 
people. They included labour lawyer 
Haitham Mohamedain. 

He has been detained for 15 days 
for investigation on charges of mem-
bership of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
attempting to overthrow the regime 
and inciting demonstrations.

The immediate cause of the 
mobilisations is the decision by the 
government of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
to hand over two disputed Red Sea 
islands to ally Saudi Arabia.

But there are also wider issues 
about democracy, workers’ rights 
and the harshness of everyday life.

Protests against police brutality, 
and recent demonstrations over the 
islands have seen the re-emergence 
of open resistance.

Revenge
Last month, after police killed a 
taxi driver in Cairo, thousands of 
local people marched on the Inte-
rior Ministry. Slogans included “All 
police are thugs” and “Revenge!”

The regime is in crisis. The gov-
ernment is struggling to supply 
basic goods such as rice, cooking 
oil and bread. 

Unemployment is still rising with 
tourism paralysed. Egypt’s currency 
has fallen to a record low against 
the US dollar, leading to the cost of 
imported goods soaring.

This means price rises for work-
ers and the poor. It also means that 
raw materials are more expensive 
for companies, leading to anger 
against Sisi within elements of the 
ruling circles.

The regime’s problems have led 
to speculation in the media of a 
“palace coup” that could see Sisi 

replaced by a different “patriotic” 
figure from the security apparatus.

Some of the left have celebrated 
such a possibility. The April 6 youth 
movement called on the army to 
intervene and withdraw the deci-
sion to hand over the two islands.

But in a statement before the pro-
tests, the Egyptian Revolutionary 
Socialists said, “Three years of 
revolution and counter-revolution 
have shown the inherent hostility 
of the military establishment to the 
revolution. 

“The military is the last line of 
defence of the state, and its most 
formidable prop.

“Calling for military intervention 
is dangerous because it leads the 
revolutionary masses to lose confi-
dence in themselves.”

It’s crucial that as much solidarity 
as possible is raised internationally 
with the new resistance in Egypt. 

This includes calling for the 
release of all those arrested and 
imprisoned, the investigations 
of “disappearances” and pres-
sure to bring to justice those  
who tortured to death student 
Giulio Regeni.
For solidarity details go to  
egyptsolidarityinitiative.org

On other pages...
French strikes take on bosses’ new 
work law>>Page 16

BACK STORY
Egypt’s el-Sisi regime is 
becoming increasingly weak in 
the face of sustained opposition
lThousands of political 
opponents have been 
imprisoned and tortured
lGiulio Regeni was murdered 
by Egyptian security forces, 
exposing the regime’s brutality
lDoctors’ strikes and protests in 
recent months have showed it is 
possible to challenge the regime
lMuslim Brotherhood members 
are on hunger strike in prison

Austrians vote Nazi into pole position
by DAVID ALBRICH

PRESIDENTIAL election results 
has shaken Austrian politics to 
the core. In the first round the 
fascist candidate Norbert Hofer 
of the Freedom Party came first 
with over 35 percent of the vote.

The result was a total 
rejection of the “grand coalition” 
government. The two ruling 
parties only received 11 percent 
each.

A longstanding member of 
the Green party who welcomes 
refugees, but is also a neoliberal, 
came second and will face Hofer 
in a run-off on 22 May.

The establishment thought 
that the way to undermine Hofer 
was to launch their own brutal 

campaign against refugees.  
Entirely predictably this 

simply strengthened Hofer.
The Social Democrats, 

determined to secure their place 
in government, took part fully 

in the attacks on refugees. They 
agreed to send soldiers to the 
borders and construct fences. 

The Freedom Party is  
Euro-fascist. Hofer is a member 
of the Burschenschaften—
German nationalist student 
societies. 

They defend Nazi crimes and 
the genocide of the Jews. 

In parliament Hofer wore a 
blue cornflower, an identification 
mark for Austrian fascists in the 
1930s.

Anti-fascists now must expose 
the fascist core of the Freedom 
Party and build a mass street 
movement against fascism.  
On 19 May anti-fascists plan a mass 
protest against the Freedom Party 
bit.ly/1SD4PKJ

Indian workers’ savings riot 
PROTESTS by 
thousands of workers 
in Bangalore have 
forced the Indian 
government to reverse 
changes to savings 
schemes. 

Workers blocked 
motorway junctions 
and attacked police 
stations. 

Police responded 
with live ammunition, 
critically injuring at 
least one person.

Workers use the 

savings scheme, 
called the Provident 
Fund, because 
employers top up 
their contributions by 
12 percent. 

Many workers rely 
on this extra money in 
emergencies. 

The government 
wanted to change this 
so workers couldn’t 
access the employer’s 
top up amount until 
the state retirement 
age of 58.

The protests 
started when mainly 
women garment 
workers walked out 
of their factory and 
blocked a highway. 
Workers from nearby 
factories joined in and 
20 police were injured 
after they tried to 
clear the protesters.

Unions planned a 
demonstration against 
police brutality on 
Friday of this week.
Graham Ward

THE EGYPTIAN army mobilises to put down protests 

FIGURE IT OUT
 12  percent is the amount 

bosses pay into 
workers’ savings at 
the moment

 58  the age at which the 
bosses want workers 
to be able access the 
12 percent 

 10  thousand people 
were involved in the 
protests last Tuesday

Protesting against the Nazis
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Boat dwellers 
fight attacks
BOAT DWELLERS on the 
Canal and River Trust 
(CRT) waters have been 
forced to leave the water 
in their hundreds. 

Over 200 boat 
dwellers handed in a 
29,000-strong petition to 
Downing Street against 
this. It was the first 
national protest, but 
won’t be the last.

Marcus Trower
National Bargee Travellers 

Association

Housing sales 
ideological
TORY PLANS to sell off 
affordable homes could 
push up the housing 
benefit bill by £4 billion.

Poor people will have 
to claim benefits to 
afford steeper rents.

This shows the selloffs 
are ideological—about 
freeing up the market in 
housing.

Anna Stevens
Oxford

Racist policy 
caused deaths
THE DEATHS of around 
400 people trying to 
cross the Mediterranean 
last week (Socialist 
Worker, 20 April) are not 
accidents.

They are the 
deliberate result of the 
European Union’s racist 
Fortress Europe policy.

It’s time to open the 
borders.

Sasha Simic
East London

Knowsley and 
academy risk
HALEWOOD Academy in 
Knowsley plans to close 
its sixth form.

It would mean no 
school in the borough 
would offer A-Levels.

Academies are bad for 
education.

Denise McLoughlin
Merseyside

Stop fawning 
over parasite
YOU COULD not escape 
the media bombardment 
of reporting the queen’s 
90th birthday last week.

She has two a year 
and should be 180 years 
old—which would be 
worthy of the coverage.

The media said it was 
fantastic that she had 
lived to 90. It is not. 

She is a very wealthy 
woman who has only 
known a life of luxury.

Neil Terry
Bradford

Just a 
thought...

Panama papers caused anger 

 Join our tax rebellion against the system
A NEW people’s tax 
rebellion, led by the 
organiser of Compassion-
ate Revolution Dr Gail 
Bradbrook, was recently 
launched with a national 
press open letter.

Predictably it received 
virtually zero coverage in 
the mainstream media.

This rebellion is an 
example of ordinary 
people taking principled 
direct action.

We are offering a 
conduit for the outrage 
people feel at the recent 
Panama revelations. 

We are not powerless in 
the face of these 

abominations of 
unprincipled capitalism.

We are initially inviting 
5,000 citizens to join us 
in withholding a small 
amount of VAT (or £50 of 
income tax). They can 
then voluntarily donate it 

to an appropriate 
organisation, such as 
Disabled People Against 
Cuts or the NHS. 

We aim to shame our 
politicians into 
meaningful action.

The press letter can be 
viewed at goo.gl/AiPTdc 
and you can pledge to 
join the campaign at  
goo.gl/lnvhpK

We urge Socialist 
Worker readers to join 
with us in taking back 
power to create a fairer, 
more sustainable society. 

Dr Gail Bradbrook and  
Dr Richard House

Stroud, Kent

 Problems 
aren’t over  
 in Iceland
THREE WEEKS ago huge 
protests in Iceland toppled 
prime minister Sigmundur 
Gunnlaugsson. The Panama 
Papers showed that his 
family had millions of 
dollars held in a tax haven.

Getting rid of him was a 
victory for ordinary people. 

But it quickly became 
clear that there would not 
be any real change in the 
government.

New prime minister 
Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson 
tried to defend his 
colleague saying, “It is 
complicated to have money 
in Iceland.” He meant it’s 
easier to avoid tax abroad. 

And MPs closed ranks to 
avoid the early election that 
demonstrators demanded.

 Now the demonstrations 
have quietened down and it 
shows the real problem in 
Iceland beyond the corrupt 
rich—there’s no serious 
political opposition. 

The Left-Green 
Movement was elected in 
2009 when the Tories were 
driven out due to the 
financial crash. 

But it destroyed itself by 
imposing austerity. 

The Pirate Party now 
leads in the polls with  
43 percent. But its 
programme is mostly about 
the rights of the individual. 

It has no strategy for 
social justice at a time 
when people are desperate 
for an alternative. 

Tens of thousands have 
demonstrated. Last year 
mass strikes won real gains 
in wages and conditions.

But lack of leadership is 
making the struggle for real 
change harder.

Sarah Ensor
Manchester

 After check off gain,  
 keep fighting union bill
THE government suffered 
another setback in its attack 
on union rights last week. 

The Lords rejected 
attempts to force the end of 
check off, where union subs 
are deducted from pay. 
This is an important gain 
for the trade union 
movement. The 
government cancelled 
check off in civil service 
departments in an attempt 
to destroy the PCS union. It 
forced us to run a campaign 
to switch every member 
over to Direct Debit. 

We were more successful 

than some had predicted. 
But the union still saw a 
significant cut in its budget 
and it took up considerable 
time and resources. 

We must still oppose the 
Trade Union Bill, crucially 
the plan to set a 50 percent 
minimum participation in 
strike ballots. 

But we can’t rely on the 
goodwill of the Lords. We 
need to politically prepare 
to take action if the law is 
used to prevent any group 
of workers taking action. 

Pete Jackson
Birmingham

Would leaving the EU boost 
the right or damage Tories?
JEREMY CORBYN’S speech in 
favour of staying in the European 
Union (EU) gave the Remain 
campaign badly needed credibility. 

Corbyn said that any new Tory 
government, emboldened by a 
vote to leave the EU, would go on 
the rampage against workers.

However, a Leave vote would 
not only mean the end of David 
Cameron. It would make any new 
Tory government weaker and more 
divided than its predecessor. 

Neither does the evidence so far 
back up the claim that a Leave 
vote could only benefit the right. 

Ukip, with a worse than 
expected result in last year’s 
general election, has been 
sidelined. Tories in the Vote Leave 

campaign, meanwhile, have been 
busy changing their clothes. 

Iain Duncan Smith claims that 
he left the cabinet because he 
opposed disability benefit cuts.

Notorious right winger John 
Redwood said leaving the EU 
would save the NHS. 

Both claims have rightly been 
treated with contempt. But they 
show what arguments Redwood 
and IDS believe will win votes. 

None of this has stopped 
Johnson playing the racism card.

But it does mean that there’s 
plenty of space for the Lexit 
campaign to make the 
internationalist case for an EU exit.

Roddy Slorach
East London

lI AM voting to Remain in the 
European Union (EU) referendum. 

If the Leave campaign wins the 
right will be more confident and 
the broader left movement 
demoralised. 

But I am disappointed with the 
Lexit campaign’s leaflet.

The leaflet says, “We defend the 
rights of refugees”. But it does not 
mention that Socialist Worker, and 
we who support it, is for open 
borders and against all 
immigration controls. Ukip is 
ignored. The words Islamophobia 
and migrant do not appear.

The Left Leave campaign should 
confront these issues head on. 

Jim Nichol
East London
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 MIGRANTS
 AGAINST
 THE EU

David Cameron’s campaign to Remain in the European Union 
(EU) is partly based on claims that this will help the Tories to 
clamp down further on immigration. Yet some on the left fear 
that leaving the EU would fuel racism. 

Here European migrants in Britain told Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
why the EU is not a friend of migrants and refugees.

Instead the EU has made their lives harder—and that’s why 
they say vote Leave

‘What happens 
depends on us 
and if we fight’
JACEK SYMANSKI
Polish forklift driver
North London

I DON’T feel welcome in the Remain 
side—the whole case for Britain 
remaining is built on a racist cam-
paign about limiting migrants’ 
rights.

The most publicised part of the 
deal that David Cameron negotiated 
is about limiting migrants’ access to 
benefits. He has already said that we 

abuse the NHS and welfare. 
So why would remaining bring 

down this racist propaganda?
Other EU members now want to 

do similar things. Angela Merkel, 
the German chancellor, has said 
she wants to limit migrant workers’ 
rights.

We’re witnessing a wave of racist 
scapegoating across the EU—if 
Britain remains then immigrants will 
pay the price.

It is nonsense to claim that they 
would deport all immigrant work-
ers—don’t believe it for a moment. 

My experience is that at least  
50 percent of health workers are from 
outside Britain, so the NHS wouldn’t 
exist without migrants.

As a Polish migrant who came to 
Britain trying to escape poverty and 
unemployment, I know what the EU 
is about.

I would prefer to be in Poland 
with my family, my friends and my 
support networks. But Poland went 
through a neoliberal transition that 
was sponsored by the EU, which 
forced me to leave my country to 
look for a job.

So I don’t feel any gratitude 
because I know what the EU has done 
to Poland—and Greece. And it’s all 
been in the interests of big business.

Many people have fears about 
racism and the right benefiting. 

But this isn’t a choice between rac-
ists and anti-racists—there are racists 
on both sides. What happens after-
wards depends on us and if we’re 
going to fight.

Look at what happened two years 
ago. Ukip had won the European  
parliament elections and the atmos-
phere was bleak. But now Ukip leader 
Nigel Farage is more marginal.

If we fight and put the left case for-
ward, we can win this argument.

‘You must argue 
for a position, 
even if you are 
minority’
KARLA
German translator in London

I WASN’T convinced about 
Britain leaving the EU, but now I 
support Leave. My concern was 
what impact it would have on EU 
citizens. Would I lose my rights?

But there are a lot of British 
people living abroad and there 

‘So long as 
there are jobs, 
Britain will need 
migrants’
MACIEJ 
BANCARZEWSKI
Polish university worker in 
Hertfordshire 

IT’S A very popular argument 
that migrants wouldn’t be here 
without the EU. But people came 
to Britain for many years before 
the EU because the economy 
was booming. And people from 
outside the EU are here now.

There’s also the idea that the 
EU protects multiculturalism in 
Britain, but the EU doesn’t change 
people’s perceptions of migration.

When times are tough it’s easier 
to convince people to scapegoat 
migrants, like when Gordon 
Brown talked about ‘British jobs 
for British workers’ in 2007.

We’ve got to argue that we’re 
all workers with the same 
problems and the same interests. 

We need to stress the unity 
of workers across Europe.

‘The EU goes 
after everybody 
who doesn’t 
conform with 
neoliberalism’
ALEX ILIADI
Greek student at 
Sussex University  
I’VE LIVED in a European country 
that was hit by the EU’s “rescue 
packages” and austerity. So I have a 
very clear idea about what the EU is. 

It’s a coalition that goes after 
anybody who doesn’t conform to 
neoliberalism and this contradicts 
the idea that it’s democratic. 

For Greece, leaving the EU would 
be an act of rebellion. I’m not sure 
what it would mean for a powerful 
country like Britain to do it.

But the EU doesn’t serve 
the interests of people and I 
believe in Britain leaving. 

I don’t believe there will be 
more feelings against migrants if 
Britain leaves than there are now. 
In Greece racist feelings started 
rising after the “memorandum” 
that imposed austerity and 
that’s when the Nazi party 
Golden Dawn began growing.

Austerity helped that fascist 
party become so popular and it’s 
why migrants are being attacked 
by fascists. The EU has never done 

anything to prevent racism and 
its policies create more. How has 
it helped anti-racist struggles?

You can’t say we should 
be for remaining just because 
some on the right say leave. In 
Greece Golden Dawn and the 
left argued to leave the EU, but 
for totally different reasons.

‘If the EU is so 
good, why are 
people leaving 
my country?’
ELA BANCARZEWSKA
Polish worker in Hertfordshire 

I’M UNDECIDED about the EU, 
but I’m leaning towards Leave. 
Migration policy doesn’t work at 
all—look at the Mediterranean.

EU policies don’t protect 
migrants. 

If governments want to dis-
criminate against you they will. 
What upsets me most is the way 
migrants are being treated now—
it’s terrifying. 

It needs grassroots initiatives to 
change attitudes. 

There may be a period of insta-
bility and change if we left the 
EU. But my workplace, and those 
where my friends work, would fall 
apart without migrants. 

What would they say, “We’re 
closing down the businesses?”

The EU is meant to be about 
improving everyone’s life, but the 
EU didn’t help everyone in Poland.

There were some good things, 
such as the convention on pris-
oners’ rights, which improved  
prisoners’ conditions a little bit. 

But there’s still huge inequality 
in Poland and among EU member 
states too. 

People wouldn’t  be leav-
ing the country if the EU was  
helping so much.

‘Europe was 
built in the 
interests of the 
big companies 
and banks’
RAFEL SANCHIS-PALOP
Catalan hotel worker in 
London 

EUROPE HAS not been built for the 
people—it’s been built in the inter-
ests of the big companies, big banks 
and big estates. Change from within 
would be difficult to coordinate and it 
wouldn’t be allowed anyway. 

We don’t have anything to fear 
from being outside the EU.

Some migrants are afraid that if 
Britain left the EU attacks on migrants 
would be tougher. That’s because the 
Little Englanders in the Tory party 
and Ukip are leading Brexit. 

But it depends on the campaign. 
To counterbalance the right, the left 
needs to make the arguments. 

While it might seem scary to be 
outside, it’s our best chance to make 
a better Europe. If Britain leaves 
that would start changing Europe—
it would encourage people to fight 
against the EU. If you don’t like how 
the EU was built and works then we 
need to deconstruct it. 

Being in the EU doesn’t stop 
racism rising. The right wing tabloids 
have been talking negatively about 
Muslims and migrants after the Paris 
and Brussels attacks. 

The only way to push back the racist 
agenda is by campaigning, but we’re 
in a good position to do that. Most 
workplaces in London have people 
from different parts of the world and 
bosses are attacking everyone’s pay 
and conditions. 

To protect workers and migrants’ 
rights we have to go the way Iceland 
did and topple some governments in 
Europe. 

EU won’t defend migrants—
only a mass movement can
THE RIGHT is using 
the EU referendum 
to ramp up racism 
against migrants and 
refugees.

Many migrants 
and the left 
understandably fear 
that Britain leaving 
the EU would mean 
deportations and 
rising racism.

Of course the 
Tory right and Ukip 
do want tougher 
immigration controls. 

But they face 
opposition from 
some bosses who 
rely on migrant 
labour and, more 
importantly, from 
migrants and 
anti‑racists.

The bosses’ 
Financial Times 

newspaper and the 
bosses’ CBI are 
strongly in favour 
of immigration and 
remaining in the EU. 

But politicians 
and the media 
regularly target 
migrants—and 
Britain enforces 
border controls. 

We can’t rely on 
capitalist logic to 
defend migrants.

Migrants from 
outside the EU can 
already be locked up 
in detention centres. 
But campaigners 
have built solidarity 
campaigns and 
protests and tried 
to stop the flights.  

In a time 
of crisis and 
scapegoating, 

migrants will 
come under attack 
whatever the vote 
on 23 June. But the 
fightback is made 
harder by being part 
of an EU based on 
neoliberalism and 
racist controls.

The only way to 
defend migrants’ 
rights is to build a 
mass movement 
against racism that 
forges unity between 
all workers.

would be repercussions from 
other countries if the government 
started targeting migrants. 

More so, it’s not in their 
interests to do so. While the 
government wants to limit 
access to the same rights, 
the economy wouldn’t 
function without migrants. 

Some said that we disagree 
with the EU but have to stay 
in because otherwise we’d be 
on the same side as the racist 
right. That convinced me to 
support Leave. You should be 
arguing for a position—whether 
you’re in a minority or not.” 

READ MORE
The EU—a left 
case for exit
A Socialist Worker pamphlet by 
Joseph Choonara. Cover price £3 
or ten copies for £20

Phone 
020 7840 5600 
to place your 
order

Lexit: The Left 
Leave campaign 
is backed by the 
Socialist Workers 
Party, the RMT 
union, the 
Indian Workers 
Association, 
the Bangladeshi 
Workers Council, 
the Communist 
Party and others.
go to 
leftleave.org 
for more details



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

EXETER
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 19 May, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
HUDDERSFIELD
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 15 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
MEDWAY
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 272 High 
St, Chatham, ME4 4BP
NOTTINGHAM
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 18 May, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
PORTSMOUTH
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm,
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St, PO5 4EY
ROTHERHAM
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 15 Jun, 7pm,
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY
TELFORD
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington,TF1 1PY
YORK
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right?
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Priory Street Community 
Centre, 15 Priory St,YO1 6ET

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Thu 5 May, 6pm, 
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Alienation—why we 
don’t like Mondays
Thu 5 May, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
The creation of inequality
Wed 4 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
LGBT+ liberation and 
reclaiming Pride
Thu 5 May, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Are we heading for another 
economic slump?
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House, Little Horton 
Lane (opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Egypt—the return 
of the movement
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

BURNLEY
Ireland’s election—a 
political revolution
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Academies and testing—
how can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
CB2 Cafe, 5/7 Norfolk St,
CB1 2LD
CARDIFF
Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 19 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
Islamophobia—what it is 
and how do we fight it?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
The crisis in education
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
The EU—a left case for exit
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
How should socialists vote?
Wed 4 May, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
DY8 1EP

DUNDEE
The history of May Day—
the real tradition of 
workers’ struggle
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
The history of May Day—
the real tradition of 
workers’ struggle
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
ESSEX
Why are the Tories divided?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
EXETER
Why read Shakespeare?
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St Davids Hill, EX4 3RG
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Football—the 
beautiful game?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HARLOW
The Panama Papers—why do 
corrupt elites rule the world?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Wed 4 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Are we heading for another 
economic slump?
Thu 19 May, 7.30pm, 
Relax Coffee House,
Newland Ave, HU5 3BG
IPSWICH
The EU—a left case for exit
Thu 5 May, 7.15pm, 
Labour Club,
33-35 Silent St, IP1 1TF

LANCASTER 
A very capitalist 
condition—a history and 
politics of disability
Thu 5 May, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Privatising our schools— 
what are the Tories 
doing to our children
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
The Panama Papers—why do 
corrupt elites rule the world?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
The united front—how 
socialists organise
Wed 4 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
From council housing to 
generation rent—how can 
we solve the housing crisis?
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
Chadwick Building—G07,
University College London,
Gower St, 
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: EALING
What sort of left do we need?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton, W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
How we beat the 
Tories last time
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm,
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: KINGSTON
Academies and testing—
how can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Podemos, Spain 
and austerity
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Bad Medicine—how 
the pursuit of profit 
wrecks our healthcare
Wed 4 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure 
Centre (Room 2),
Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is class relevant in 
the 21st century?
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
Oxford House, 
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Stopping the rise of the 
fascists in Europe
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Mental health under 
capitalism and the fight 
for the alternative
Wed 4 May, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
The crisis in mental health
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Ireland’s election—a 
political revolution?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
MEDWAY
The Panama Papers—why do 
corrupt elites rule the world?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NORWICH
What do we mean by 
a united front?
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Academies and testing—
how can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Syria—imperialism, 
revolution and 
counter-revolution
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

PLYMOUTH
Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
POOLE
Nationalisation 
and socialism
Mon 16 May, 7.30pm, 
Globe Cafe,
88 High St, BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St, PO5 4EY
ROTHERHAM
Bernie Sanders—can there 
be a Red in the  White House?
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Auschwitz—why we 
say never again
Thu 5 May, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), S1 2JB
SWANSEA
After the Welsh Assembly 
elections—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Is the economy heading 
for a deeper crisis?
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
The roots of racism
Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Unwelcome Tory Conference
Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon
More info at bit.ly/1TVEg5t 
BURNLEY
May Day Festival 2016
Mon 2 May, 12.30pm, 
Towneley Hall, BB11 3RQ
CHESTERFIELD
May Day Festival 2016
Mon 2 May, 10.30am, 
Town Hall, S40 1LP
DORCHESTER
Workers united 
against racism
Sat 7 May, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
May Day 2016
Sun 1 May, 12 noon, 
Clerkenwell Green, EC1R 0DP
Going Backwards on 
Climate Change
Sun 8 May, 12 noon.
Go to campaigncc.org
Refugees Welcome 
Here—Racism out of 
the Referendum
Wed 25 May, 6.30pm,
NUT HQ, Hamilton House,
Mabledon Place, WC1H 9BD
MANCHESTER
May Day Festival 2016
Sat 30 Apr, 12.15pm, 
Mechanics Institute, M1 6OO
NATIONAL
Marxism Festival 2016
Thu 30 Jun - Mon 4 Jul 
Central London.
marxismfestival.org.uk

Capitalism means racism, climate 
change, poverty and war

Is socialism 
possible?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC RALLIES

BIRMINGHAM & 
WEST MIDLANDS
Thu 26 May, 6.30pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
40 Bull St, B4 6AF

LEEDS & WEST 
YORKSHIRE
Sat 21 May, 3pm, 
Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: NORTH 
& NORTH EAST
Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 
Kurdish Community Centre,
11 Portland Gardens,
Haringey, N4 1HU

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 8 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH

GREATER MANCHESTER 
& NORTH  WEST
Wed 25 May, 6.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Mount St, M2 5NS

SHEFFIELD & 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Thu 19 May, 6pm, 
Central United Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB
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In the darkroom—looking at 
how photography developed
The Science Musuem’s exhibition about photographer Fox Talbot’s life is an 
exciting insight into how art and science developed, writes Andriana Sotiris
FOX TALBOT—DAWN of the 
Photograph is the first exhibition 
in London to explore the life and 
career of the father of photography. 

The exhibition is a unique  
opportunity to experience Talbot’s 
work,  alongside that  of  his 
contemporaries. 

It includes one of Louis Daguerre’s 
earliest “daguerreotypes”, shown in 
Britain for the first time in history. 
They were one of the earliest type of 
photograph.   

The exhibition explores both 
Talbot’s philosophical reflections and 
practical applications of photography. 

Showing both highlights the tech-
nological and cultural challenges 
faced by those who were developing  
photography during its formative 
years. 

The exhibition itself is based 
around a timeline of Talbot’s life. 
It highlights his own and others’ 
achievements that were significant 
during the period. 

This helps provide some context to 
the vast amounts of digitally copied 
works, which were similar and unfor-
tunately lacked individual in-depth 
descriptions.  

We see how Talbot’s achievements 
transformed visual culture in the 
19th century. 

Invention
His most significant discoveries were 
his invention of the salted paper and 
calotype processes, which became 
the basis of photography for over a 
century. 

Part of the exhibition describes the 
struggle of the Photographic Society 
to understand why photographic 
images didn’t last long when they 
used the silver salts process.  

So Talbot’s development of pho-
tochemical reproduction, which  
eventually led to the modern half-
tone and photogauvre processes, put 
Talbot on an intellectual pedestal. 

This immortalised him as the 
father of the medium.

Many examples of photographs 

taken with this new process are scat-
tered through the exhibition.

A nice quirk to the exhibition was 
the assortment of trinkets from the 
19th century. 

One is Talbot’s solar microscope, 
which is simply a lantern that uses 
lenses to project highly magnified 
images of small objects. 

It also includes an intimate touch 
with some of Talbot’s personal items, 
such as a small statue of Aphrodite 
and early mousetrap calotype 
cameras.  

My only criticism is that for an 
exhibition of Talbot’s life, not just 
photography, it severely lacked 
examples of his work in physics and 
mathematics. 

They only get a brief mention by 
looking at papers he’d written shortly 

before his death.  
However there are 
examples of his 
interest in archae-
ology, botany and 
steam engines. 

Some descriptions 
and examples of his 
work in these other fields 
were something I had 
highly anticipated—
but was thoroughly 
disappointed. 

Overall it was 
a unique and 

fascinating experience that accu-
rately summarised the history and 

development of photography in 
the 19th century. 

Through masterfully selected 
artefacts from Talbot’s life, 

it allows us to under-
stand both the objec-

tive science behind 
photography and 
the photogra-
phers’ subjective 
self-expression. 
Fox Talbot—Dawn 
of the 
Photograph 
Science Museum, 
London SW7 
2DD. Until 
11 September 

STUDY OF a Hand (1841), 
is one of Talbot’s early 
experiments with photography 
on display at the exhibition 
(above)

The Boulevards of Paris (1843) 
(top left)

William Henry Talbot Fox 
and his colleague Nicolaas 
Henneman at work at the 
Reading establishment (1846)  
(bottom left)
© NatioNal Media MuseuM, Bradford/scieNce & 
society Picture liBrary

FILM
MILES AHEAD 
Directed by Don Cheadle 
Sony Pictures Classics 
Out now 
milesaheadmovie.co.uk

DIRECTOR AND actor Don 
Cheadle gives a brilliant 
performance as jazz legend 
Miles Davis.

Miles Ahead is inspired by 
events during Davis’ later life. 

In the midst of a dazzling 
career at the forefront 
of modern jazz, Davis 
disappears from public in the 
late 1970s. 

Alone and holed up in his 
home, his mind is haunted 
by unsettling ghosts from 
the past. But fictional white 
music reporter Dave Braden 

(Ewan McGregor) forces his 
way into Davis’ house.

 Over the next couple 
of days, the two men 
unwittingly embark on a wild 
and sometimes harrowing 
adventure to recover a stolen 
tape of the musician’s latest 
compositions. After years of 
regret and loss, Davis once 
again finds salvation in art.

Miles Davis

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A Rebel’s Guide to 
James Connolly
Sean Mitchell

2  The EU—a left case for 
exit
Joseph Choonara

3  1916—Ireland’s  
Revolutionary Tradition
Kieran Allen

4 The Rent Trap: How we 
Fell into It and How we 
Get Out of It  
Samir Jeraj and Rosie Walker 
(Left Book Club)  

5 William Shakespeare— 
An Artist for His 
Times, and for Our 
Times (Revolutionary 
Portraits)
Michael Rosen 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

A unique exhibition 
that captures the 
history behind 
photography with 
masterfully 
selected artefacts 

‘‘ 
William Henry Talbot Fox

science 
museum.org.uk
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READ MORE
lSay it Loud: Marxism 
and the Fight Against 
Racism 
Brian Richardson 
£9.99
lInterview: Zionism, 
socialism and nationalism
Shlomo Sand and John 
Rose 
bit.ly/1WKfPc3
lThe Myths of Zionism 
by John Rose  
£12

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Cohen has made a career 
out of writing such tripe. But 
recently opponents of Labour 
Party leader Jeremy Corbyn 
have started using similar argu-
ments to attack him—along 
with the rest of the left.

Earlier this year the co-chair 
of Oxford University’s Labour 
club resigned in protest at 
the club’s support for Israel 
Apartheid Week. He claimed 
many of the club’s members 
“have some kind of problem 
with Jews”.

The resignation gained 
national news coverage and 
prompted an internal Labour 
investigation into antisemitism. 

Some of those embroiled 
in the accusations at Oxford 
were prominent Corbyn sup-
porters. The right wing press 
began to dig for genuine  
antisemites in Labour to link to 
him. A number of Labour MPs 
have used this to claim that the 
left has a problem with antisem-
itism. The accusation is rarely 
that Corbyn is an antisemite. 

It’s that his opposition to 
war and support for Palestinian 
r ights  have  g iven tac i t  
encouragement to antisemites 
on the left.

The suggestion is that the 
left’s focus on imperialism and 
Islamophobia means that it has 
a blind spot for antisemitism.

This attack can be effective 
because it steals the mantel of 
anti-racism from the anti-racists 
and turns it against them. 

But it’s really effective 
because it’s aimed at under-
mining two staples of left wing 
activity, anti-racism and anti-
imperialism. Tragically, this 
has the side effect of kicking 
away the basis for a united  
campaign against all forms of 
racism.

Islamophobia
Anti-racists in Britain are right to 
focus on fighting Islamophobia 
and defending migrants. 

Attacks on Muslims and 
migrants are the cutting edge 
of racism in Britain today.

If these forms of racism are 
allowed to flourish, others will 
fall in behind them. 

The racist right elsewhere in 
Europe have always been anti-
semitic—but they built off the 
back of racist scapegoating of 
Muslims and migrants.

The same can be said for 
the Nazi British National Party 
(BNP) in Britain—a party of 
Holocaust deniers that used 
hostil ity to Muslims and 
migrants to gain support. 

So there is no opposition 

between fighting Islamophobia 
and confronting antisemitism. 

The left has the best track 
record of fighting all forms 
of racism. The BNP and 
the racist English Defence 
League were both smashed 
by broad based campaigns 
led by Muslims and the left.  
The left wing Stand up to Ukip 
campaign branded Ukip a racist 
party while many Labour MPs 
stayed away for fear of losing 
votes. 

We should take no lec-
tures from people who have 
played no role in anti-racist  
campaigning, and have no 
problem pandering to racism.

Fighting racism means 
building a broad movement 
against it. Anyone who would 
undermine the basis of such a  
movement is no anti-racist.

Jeremy Corbyn 
(top) and Malia 
Bouattia (above) 
have come under 
attack from right 
wing Labour MPs 
and commentators

T
HERE are few 
things more 
sickening, or 
more infuri-
a t i ng ,  t han 
watching rac-

ists and Islamophobes line 
up to denounce the left as 
antisemitic.

A slew of accusations of 
antisemitism aimed at dis-
crediting Jeremy Corbyn, 
and the left more generally, 
reached a low point last 
week.

The National Union of 
Students has just elected its 
first black, Muslim, woman 
president—Malia Bouattia. 
Immediately the right wing 
press and some Labour MPs 
went into overdrive to attack 
her as antisemitic.

These accusations were 
based on her opposition to 
Israel and her support for 
Palestinian resistance.

Labour MPs, such as 
Wes Streeting, see no prob-
lem with pandering to 
Islamophobia and the scape-
goating of migrants. They 
were only too happy to join 
in with the attacks on Malia.

They have no shame in 
playing on people’s real fears 
about antisemitism for their 
own purposes. In doing so 
they trivialise what is a real 
and dangerous problem facing 
Jewish people across Europe.

Right wing antisemitic par-
ties have grown in a number 
of European countries. These 
include the Law and Justice 
party in Poland, the Front 
National in France, Golden 
Dawn in Greece and Svoboda 
in Ukraine.

Racism
In Hungary, where the fascist 
Jobbik party is one of the main 
opposition parties in parlia-
ment, a poll this week found 
that 35 percent of adults are 
antisemitic.

The growth of such parties 
goes hand in hand with racism 
against Muslims and migrants.

In Britain open antisemitism 
is less prevalent—but it still 
exists. 

But the right, including many 
racists and Islamophobes, are 
increasingly using accusations 
of antisemitism to attack the 
left—and anyone else who 
wants to fight racism and war, 
or defend migrants.

In particular, they like to 
insinuate that anyone who 
takes action against Israel—or 
criticises its underlying Zionist 
ideology—is antisemitic.

A similar argument is that 
supporters of the Palestinians 
single out Israel, or hold it to 
double standards, because it is 
a Jewish state.

In fact, a new government 
definition of antisemitism, 
introduced by Tory Eric Pickles, 
includes criticism of Israel for 
precisely that reason.

Pickles isn’t the only one. 
Writing in The Times news-
paper last month, Labour MP 
Chris Bryant argued, “Too many 
people on the left in British pol-
itics are allowing their concern 

for the Palestinians to become 
an all-out attack on Israelis.

“Questioning the very exist-
ence of the state of Israel 
is a not-too-subtle form of 
antisemitism.”

But  ant i -Z ion i sm and  
antisemitisim are not the same 
thing. Zionism isn’t simply the 
idea that Jewish people have 
the right to self-determination 
or their own state. 

It’s the belief that Israel 
should be an exclusively Jewish 
state—and that Palestinians 

should be excluded from any 
form of independent politi-
cal control. Racism towards 
Palestinians is at its very core.

Zionism justified the expul-
sion of hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinians from their home 
when Israel was established in 
1948. It is used to justify the 
occupation of Palestine today.

Israel is a deeply racist 
society. It systematically dis-
criminates not just against 
Palestinians living inside its bor-
ders, but also African Jews who 

have migrated there. Zionist 
ideology is at the root of this.

Anti-imperialists focus on 
Israel because it acts as the 
defender of US imperialism in 
the Middle East.

So anti -Zionism is  an  
anti-racist position, and many 
Jewish people are anti-Zionist.

Despite this, defenders of 
Israel often deliberately con-
flate Judaism and Zionism.

Perversely, this can end up 
shutting down the debates that 
are needed to challenge the 
idea that all Jewish people are 
to blame for Israel’s actions.

Accusations of antisemitism 
against supporters of Palestine 
has ramped up in the past few 
years as revulsion at Israel’s 
crimes against the Palestinians 
spreads.

The Boycott Divestment and 
Sanctions campaign, which tar-
gets companies associated with 
the Israeli occupation, is par-
ticularly singled out as being 
antisemitic.

But Islamophobes have also 
seized upon opposition to Israel 
to feed attacks on Muslims.

Many Muslims in Britain 
identify strongly with the 
Palestinians and people in 
other Middle Eastern coun-
tries targeted by Western 
imperialism such as Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

R
A C I S T S  u s e 
Muslim support 
for Palestinians 
to paint them as 
antisemitic. 

This is helped 
by the idea that the conflict 
in Palestine is about a clash 
between Muslims and Jews 
—or between reactionary 
Muslims and Israel’s “liberal 
democracy”.

In the same way racists 
also use Muslim opposition to 
Britain’s wars in the Middle 
East to paint them as support-
ers of reactionary groups such 
as Isis. 

Accusations of antisem-
itism are part of a broader 
Islamophobic narrative that 
characterises Islam as a back-
ward religion.

It’s not just the right who 
argue this. Some of the most 
forceful Islamophobic argu-
ments come from liberal racists 
who argue that tackling “reac-
tionary” Islam should be a task 
for the left.

This is nothing new. It goes at 
least as far back as 2003 when 
Islamophobes attacked the left 
for linking up with Muslims to 
campaign against the Iraq war.

In particular the writer Nick 
Cohen, who still sees himself 
as on the left, accused anti-
war socialists of lining up with 
Muslims on the “far right”.

In an especially noxious arti-
cle in 2005 Cohen wrote that 
antisemitism is “everywhere 
from Malaysia to Morocco, and 
it has arrived here”.

His argument was—and is— 
that the left’s “obsession” with 
Israel and anti-imperialism 
had found common cause with 
the inherently antisemitic and 
backward Islam.

 IS THE LEFT TO 
 BLAME FOR
 ANTISEMITISM ? 
The ruling class is desperate to undermine Jeremy Corbyn 
and the broader left. Nick Clark looks at the real agenda of 
right wingers who have accused anti-racists of antisemitism

Anti-Zionism 
and 
antisemitism 
are not the 
same thing

‘‘ 
MP Chris Bryant

HUGE PROTESTS in August 2014 in Britain showed the level of anger against Israeli apartheid                              Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Small beginnings—the birth 
of the anti-war tradition 

In 1916 socialists 
arguing against war 
were a minority, but 
change was coming. 
Alistair Farrow looks 
at how it started
ONE HUNDRED years ago 
this week a tiny group of 
socialists met in the Swiss 
village of Kienthal. 

What they decided there 
would help shape the mass 
revolutionary movement that 
put an end to the First World 
War.

Just 43 socialists met 
in Kienthal in 1916 while 
the mass, industrial-scale 
slaughter of the war raged 
across Europe.

The battle of Verdun, 
one of the bloodiest of the 
war, had begun two months 
earlier. 

The slaughter on the 
Somme would begin three 
months afterwards.

Within 18 months Russia 
would withdraw from the 
war because of revolution. 
Germany would be forced to 
do the same in 1918.

When the war started in 
1914 the mighty German 
Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) and virtually all the 
other socialist organisations 
backed their own ruling 
classes. 

Struggle
The majority of SPD deputies 
in the German parliament 
voted for war credits, 
dismissing the idea that class 
struggle was possible in such 
circumstances.

Socialists against the war 
had to regroup and think 
through their strategies. 

The previous year they had 
met at Zimmerwald. 

Pessimistic arguments 
about the inability of the 
working class to lead a 
revolution against the war 
dominated the conference.

The right wing of the 
SPD led the warmongers. 
Georg Ledebour argued that 
“In wartime it is especially 
necessary to hold together so 
that we do not lose influence 
over the masses.”

Karl Liebknecht, one of the 
leaders of the SPD left, had 
spoken out against the war 
and was forced to dig graves 

for the German dead. 
He sent a powerful letter 

condemning the war to be 
read out at the conference, 
calling for “International 
class struggle for peace, for 
socialist revolution!”

However, the left were a 
minority and could not win 
their position.

By the time of Kienthal 
some participants argued 
for a position of passive 
opposition to the war but they 
met with strong resistance.

Horror
The betrayals of the right 
wing of the socialist 
movement and the full horror 
of the war were clear by this 
point.

Russian revolutionary 
Lenin and the Bolshevik party 
insisted on a break from 
the Second International 
of socialist parties that had 
backed the war. 

They wanted to build 
a new international 
revolutionary movement 
against the slaughter.

Lenin argued that 
the capitalists’ war was 
appalling, but represented 
an opportunity for 

revolutionaries and the 
working class. 

He went on to say that to 
be effective against war it 
was necessary to go beyond 
pacifism and argue for a 
revolution to smash the 
system that creates war.

Lenin argued that  
socialists should call on 
workers to turn the war into 
a civil war against their own 
rulers. 

He said that revolutionaries 
needed to argue with soldiers 
to not just lay down their 
weapons, but turn them on 
their rulers.

The Bolsheviks and Lenin 
did not win all of their 
demands. 

But the outcome of the 
Kienthal conference was 
significantly more positive 
than Zimmerwald, at which 
delegates had agreed only to 
pacifist opposition to war.

Ruination
The manifesto that was 
adopted stated, “There will 
be further intensification of 
the struggle against war and 
imperialism as a consequence 
of the ruination and suffering 
brought on by the calamities 
of this imperialist age.” 

The manifesto also 
strongly criticised the Second 
International’s support for the 
war. 

It stated that the only way 
to deliver a world without 
war was through the working 
class taking power.

A hundred years on, 
capitalism still produces the 
horrors of war. 

They will not be eliminated 
until the system that produces 
them is overthrown.

RUSSIAN SOLDIERS rebelled in 1917

The way to get 
a world without 
war was 
through the 
working class

‘‘ 

FIRST WORLD 
WAR HISTORY 
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 France: ‘The strikes are growing’
STRIKES AND protests 
intensified in France this 
week in the run-up to a 
coordinated day of action 
against the government’s 
proposed Work Law on 
Thursday. 

This was expected to 
see over a million work-
ers strike as well as student  
mobilisations.

Entertainment workers 
led an occupation of the 
Odeon theatre in Paris last 
Sunday night, along with 
students and unemployed 
people. 

Their demand was “the 
separation of the bosses and 
the state”.

The entertainment workers  
have a special unemploy-
ment scheme since they are 
mostly in short term jobs 
and frequently out of work.

The Labour-type govern-
ment is trying to cut this. 

But TV worker Sophie Tis-
sier told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s the powerful bosses’ 
union Medef that’s direct-
ing the negotiations, impos-
ing the bosses’ demands and 
the bosses’ timetable.

“So we’re occupying the 

Odeon and holding general 
assemblies with all unem-
ployed people—because this 
is about defending unem-
ployment insurance for  
everyone.”

Up to 1,000 people rallied 
outside on Monday evening.

During the mass strikes of 
May 1968 students hung a 

banner there saying, “When 
the Nat ional  Assembly 
becomes a bourgeois theatre,  
all  the bourgeois thea-
tres should be turned into 
national assemblies.”

Tuesday saw the latest 
in a series of national rail 
strikes against an attack on  
workers’ terms and conditions  

to make way for privati-
sation. Paris rail worker 
Axel Persson told Social-
ist Worker, “The strikes 
are growing, and this one’s 
bigger than the last. 

“Workers are talking about 
going from one-day strikes to 
rolling strikes—and bringing 
more sectors onboard.

“In May we want the oil 
refineries and the dockers 
out with us, and that’s a real 
possibility.”

The pressure for more 
action shaped the confer-
ence of France’s biggest 
union federation, the CGT.

Last  week delegates 
backed a proposal from 
entertainment workers to 
make Thursday’s strikes the 
start of continuous action, 
renewed by mass meetings 
every evening.

Blockading
The union leadership was 
booed for watering this 
down. One delegate argued, 
“We need to shut the country 
down, notably by blockading 
the petrol depots.”

Students continue to hold 
regular walkouts and sit-ins 
across the country.

And the “Night on our 
feet” (Nuit Debout) move-
ment of square occupations 
centred on Paris’ Place de 
la Republique has become 
a hub of the broader resist-
ance.

Occupiers defied repres-
sion by soldiers as well as 

cops last week. And some of 
the initiatives and debates 
in the square seek to  
break down longstanding 
divides in the French work-
ing class.

A new commission on 
fighting Islamophobia and 
state racism held an assem-
bly in the square last week. 

And a call for a “Suburbs 
on our feet” movement has 
seen assemblies in Paris’ 
often poor and marginalised 
outlying areas.

There is an international 
gathering in the square on 
Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 
May. This is to be followed 
by a global “Night on our 
feet” on Sunday 15 May.

The mass resistance has 
pushed president Francois 
Hollande and prime minis-
ter Manuel Valls onto the 
defensive.

They have tried to divide 
the movement by stirring up 
Islamophobia and by offer-
ing minor concessions to  
different groups. 

Bu t  i f  the  s t rugg le  
deepens and spreads it 
could become impossible to  
contain.

THE ODEON theatre, one of the hubs of 1968, under occupation today 
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Coral reefs 
dying due to 
inaction on 
the climate
A combination of climate change 
and the El Nino weather cycle could 
kill coral reefs, writes Dave Sewell

WORLD LEADERS lined up last 
Friday to sign the toothless  
climate treaty they agreed to in 
Paris last December.

At the same time it emerged that 
a year of record-breaking heat has 
damaged coral reefs beyond repair. 

With a quarter of marine species 
dependent on them, their loss could 
lead to a wave of extinctions.

A survey of the Great Barrier Reef, 
near Australia, last week revealed 
hundreds of miles of devastation. 

Only 7 percent of the reef has 
been left unscathed by heat-induced 
“bleaching”.

In some areas most coral is dead 
or dying and large swathes are 
bleached. 

This means that algae plants, 
which help coral to produce food, 
have been expelled leaving it whit-
ened and starving.

Australian scientist Terry Hughes 
surveyed the damage to more than 
500 reefs. “Almost without excep-
tion, every reef we flew across 
showed consistently high levels of 
bleaching,” he said. 

Bleaches
“This has been the saddest research 
trip of my life.”

Bleached coral can sometimes 
recover through years of healing 
in low-stress environments. Global 
warming makes that unlikely.

US oceanographer Mark Eakin 
explained, “You have reefs getting 
hammered time and time again, 
year after year.

“Recovery at this point is very 
limited.”

Every month so far this year has 
broken the record for the hottest 
month globally on record because 
climate change combined with the 
cyclical El Nino weather system.

Previous bleaching events in 
1998 and 2002 already scarred 
the reefs. Slower-growing species 
needed decades to recover and 
didn’t get them.

But climate change wiped out 
far more coral in 2016. The die-off 
could continue until well into next 
year.

It hits reefs already badly weak-
ened—the Great Barrier Reef has 
shrunk by half in 30 years.

Even the fastest-growing species 
in the least stricken areas would 
need at least ten years to regrow.

They won’t get that time. 
A u s t r a l i a n  s c i e n t i s t  O v e  
Hoegh-Guldberg warned, “We 
could be getting close to a scenario 
where the return time for bleaching 
is actually shorter than the recovery 
period.”

Even if next year is a little cooler, 
this year’s scorching effects will be 
lasting. Scientists in Greenland 
revealed with alarm that seasonal 
melting began months too early. 

This has brought heat deep into 
the ice, making it weaker and liable 
to melt sooner and quicker in future.

This could lock in a future of 
rising seas. Though the surface ice 
may refreeze, the ice cap as a whole 
may never regain the stability it has 
lost.

The Tories are going backwards 
on climate policy—but climate 
change has no reverse gear. 

And without a rapid halt to global 
warming there will be more drastic 
and irreversible changes to come.

Hoegh-Guldberg said, “If we 
don’t take aggressive action on  
climate change over the next 
decade, it will essentially mean the 
end of coral-dominated paradises 
like the Great Barrier Reef.”

Plans for new nuclear power plant at 
Hinkley Point head towards meltdown
AN ANONYMOUS letter from 
managers at French energy firm 
EDF brought the Tories’ plans for 
a new nuclear plant even further 
into question last week.

EDF is supposed to be building 
the plant at Hinkley Point in 
Somerset with a consortium of 
construction companies and 
funding from a Chinese  
state-controlled firm. 

Both the Tories and the French 
Labour-type government are 
scrabbling to stop the complex 
arrangement unravelling.

The letter warned EDF’s 
directors that they could be 
liable if pushing ahead with the 
project damages the firm. 

Growing 
It adds to a growing rebellion 
in EDF against Hinkley Point 
after finance director Thomas 
Piquemal resigned last month 
over his concerns. 

Three of the main unions at 
EDF have opposed the plan, 
breaking with a history of 
industrial peace. One has even 
threatened to strike.

Meanwhile both the British 
and French governments insist 
they want Hinkley Point to go 
ahead. British trade unions are 
urging EDF to get on with it in 
the hope of creating construction 
jobs.

But EDF is financially 
stretched and building Hinkley 
Point could cripple it. Its 
ongoing project at Flamanville 
in France is six years behind 
schedule and £5.7 million over 
budget. There’s no reason to 
expect Hinkley Point to go more 
smoothly.

More importantly, EDF’s 
existing fleet of 58 nuclear 
plants is nearing the end of its 
life and needs decommissioning. 

It began decommissioning 
the first at Brennilis in France 
in 1997 and still hasn’t finished 
today.

Nuclear power plants have 
huge hidden costs. Bosses 
and politicians talk in terms 
of construction and operating 
costs. But taking a plant apart 
and dealing with nuclear waste 
costs billions more.

In Britain these costs fall 
on the state in an invisible 
subsidy to private bosses. 
In France, EDF—a majority 
state-owned firm—has its own 
decommissioning fund. But it 
has only £18 billion.

That’s less than half its own 
estimate of the total cost of 
decommssioning, and £10 billion 
less than Germany’s nuclear 
sector that’s three times smaller.

Even without taking on new 
plants, EDF is looking at a 

financial black hole. France’s 
reliance on nuclear power 
means it faces the prospect of a 
state-controlled firm collapsing 
at a time when the economy is 
already fragile.

Admitted 
Tory energy secretary Amber 
Rudd has already admitted that 
cancelling the project wouldn’t 
really mean the “lights going 
out”.

Claims that a nuclear plant 
will help address climate change 
are lies. They ignore the deadly 
environmental effects of nuclear 
waste, never mind accidents. 

Building nuclear plants, 
transporting their fuel and 
disposing of their by-products 
also generates huge emissions.

Instead of egging 
EDF on, unions 
should see its 
woes as another 
reason to come  
out against 
nuclear 
power.

ONE QUARTER of all ocean 
species depend on coral reefs 
(above) 

A THRIVING coral reef before 
being damaged by pollution 
and climate change (top 
left) and coral devastated by 
bleaching (bottom left) 

Unions argue the deal creates jobs

SUNDAY
8 MAY

FOR DETAILS SEE  
CAMPAIGNCC.ORG

MARCH DOWN
WHITEHALL—
BACKWARDS
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IN BRIEF 

Strike as mustard 
action hots up
COLMAN’S MUSTARD workers 
at Unilever in Norwich struck 
for 24 hours on Tuesday.  

The workers, in the GMB 
and Unite unions, are fighting 
for a pay increase of at 
least 2.4 percent. This is the 
average for manufacturing 
workers in Britain in 2015. 

The industrial action began 
last week with a refusal to 
work on machines where 
training had not been given.

Scottish unions 
reject Trident
THE SCOTTISH TUC 
conference in Dundee 
last week reaffirmed its 
solidarity with refugees and 
campaigning against racism.

Delegates backed the 
General Council’s position of 
remaining in the EU, despite 
opposition from the left.

A motion backing Trident 
renewal was roundly defeated. 

Delegates instead voted to 
oppose Trident and develop a 
strategy for retraining workers 
employed on Trident. 

How cops harrassed 
Barton Moss camp
A NEW report, launched at 
the House of Lords last week, 
documents the policing of 
Barton Moss anti-fracking 
camp in 2013-14.

Protesters reported mass 
arrests, smears and even 
sexualised violence by police.
lInterview with Joanna Gilmore, 
report author bit.ly/1MSUkUq

Scaffolders build a 
wage parity fight 
AROUND 70 scaffolders and 
others struck on Monday and 
Tuesday at the building site 
for Glasgow Construction and 
Renewable Energy Centre.

They were hired in 
November 2013 by Interserve 
on lower wages than workers 
hired since. They want the 
same pay as their colleagues.

For some the difference is 
almost £5 an hour. The Unite 
union members plan another 
two-day strike starting on 
Tuesday of next week.

Buyout could save 
Butterfields homes
RESIDENTS OF Butterfields 
estate in Walthamstow, north 
east London celebrated a 
boost to their campaign to 
stay in their homes last week. 

Social landlord Dolphin 
Homes has started talks with 
the current owners, who had 
begun to auction off homes 
and prepare for evictions.

Essex firefighters 
protest over cuts
OVER 70 firefighters rallied 
in Chelmsford, Essex, last 
Saturday, against service 
cuts proposed by Essex Fire 
Brigade bosses. 

It was called by their union, 
FBU. A public consultation on 
the cuts ended on Monday.

Wave of fury offshore 
as work stops on rigs
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

ANGER HAS spread among 
workers employed by Wood 
Group which is contracted to 
provide workers for energy 
giant Shell in the North Sea.

There was fury at the 
announcement of another 
round of job losses in Shell’s 
Brent oil field last Friday. For 
some it was the third time in 
12 months.

Some workers downed tools 
on the Shearwater platform 
and flooded to join a union.

One said, “We have started 
the ball rolling. We’ve come 
together and joined the union, 
in this case Unite as the 
recognised majority union in 
the company. 

“The news has got out to 
other Shell platforms and the 
Gannet, Brent Alpha and Brent 

Bravo have now gone down 
the same route.” 

Meetings have been held 
to demand bosses reverse the 
latest cuts and raise the threat 
of further industrial action. 

Bosses have used the 
downturn in oil prices as cover 
to shed more than 75,000 jobs, 
impose longer shifts with less 
time off and threaten safety. 

Incidents
Serious incidents are becoming 
more frequent as bosses also 
cut back on basic maintenance 
work.  

Despite official guarantees of 
a maximum 21 days offshore, 
some work close to a month. 

In a letter to workers bosses 
told them that their terms and 
conditions were “unaligned 
with current and predicted 
market conditions”.

“As a consequence any 

supplementary payments and 
benefits,” the letter declared, 
were “to be removed with 
effect from June 18 2016.” 

Rank and file activists have 
been frustrated by a lack of 
action from unions.

Harry, an offshore union 
activist said, “Workers have 
had enough. We’ve been 
kicked, punched and cut for 
the last time. The lads are 
in their third consultation in 
12 months, with reductions 
in manpower and terms and 
conditions to the minimum 
requirement.

“Employers should take 
note. We are coming for 
you and we will shut your 
operation down and attack 
your reputation. The rest of 
the North Sea will follow suit 
eventually.”
lSend messages of solidarity 
to furiejames@yahoo.co.uk

OUTSIDE THE frackers’ schmoozy conference in Scarborough  Picture: Kim Hunter

Don’t do DOO, say guards
SOUTHERN train guards 
walked out on Tuesday, 
causing massive disruption 
on the new Govia 
Thameslink Railway (GTR) 
franchise covering London 
and the south east. 

The workers are fighting 
the introduction of driver 
only operation (DOO), 
which will remove safety 
critical duties from the 
guards and leave sole 
responsibility with drivers. 

The guards are in the 
RMT union. Drivers’ union 
Aslef also opposes DOO.

Aslef is balloting 

for strikes against the 
introduction of 12-car trains 
on the Gatwick Express.

Bosses got a court 
order against drivers 
refusing to drive them. 

GTR bosses threatened to 
dock strikers’ pay but failed 
to undermine the action.

The GTR franchise is the 
largest in Britain. Bosses 
want to make sure more 
tickets are sold at full price, 
changing the guards’ duties 
and penalising passengers 
to fill their own pockets.

Further strikes are set 
for 10 and 12 May.

ANTI-FRACKING

SMALL HEATH

TEACHERS AT Small Heath 
School in Birmingham are 
voting in an indicative ballot 
over whether to strike if 
union rep Simon O’Hara is 
dismissed.

The ballot of NUT union 
members ends on Friday of 
this week. School bosses 
suspended Simon after 
he helped lead a series of 
strikes to stop the school 
becoming an academy.

NUT members have struck 
for ten days to demand 
Simon’s reinstatement. 
lSend messages of support 
to banut@btclick.com and 
jo_simon@yahoo.co.uk

TRANSPORT
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Teachers fight job losses
by SADIE ROBINSON

TEACHERS AT John Roan 
School in Greenwich, south 
east London, began a two-day 
strike on Tuesday of this week.

The NUT union members 
are fighting a restructuring 
that would lead to job losses, 
course cuts and push up 
workload.

An NUT spokesperson 
on the picket line told 
Socialist Worker, “We’ve 
had seven weeks of so-called 
consultation. But there’s been 
no movement from the head 

and that is unacceptable.
“We say there has been 

misinformation given about a 
deficit the school has.

“When you look at the 
paperwork, it’s down to an 
increase in non-staffing costs. 
So why not cut them, or at 
least investigate them?”

Workers plan further strikes 
on Tuesday of next week, and 
on 11 and 12 May.
lSend messages of support to 
johnroannut@gmail.com
nTEACHERS STRUCK at 
Hornsey School for Girls 
in North London over 
oppressive management.

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE

Strikers slam council’s lies
SCOTTISH teachers’ union 
EIS blew apart claims from 
West Dunbartonshire Council 
aimed at undermining 
support for strikes at the 
local authority’s secondary 
schools last week.

Teachers walked out for 
48 hours on Tuesday in the 
latest strike this year. 

The council claimed that 
less than half the union’s 
members supported its 
strikes over the introduction 
of school faculties and cuts 

to principal teacher posts. 
EIS general secretary 

Larry Flanagan pointed out 
that a 91 percent vote on 
an 88 percent turnout were 
“figures which even the Tory 
government at Westminster 
couldn’t dispute”.

Jim Halfpenny of West 
Dunbartonshire EIS said 
the council had also put out 
“deliberate misinformation” 
about its cuts.
lSend solidarity messages to 
westdunbartonshire@eis.org.uk

SHIPYARDS

UP TO 800 shipyard jobs on 
Glasgow’s River Clyde could 
be axed by BAE Systems.

Unions have accused the 
government of an act of 
“betrayal” after previously 
saying jobs at the yards were 
secure.

The Govan and Scotstoun 
yards were promised a 
contract for 13 frigates in 

2014 as part of the blackmail 
for workers in Scotland to 
vote against independence. 

But that was cut to eight 
frigates last year. The first 
was set to be built this year 
but could now be delayed 
until next. 

The announcement 
brought into sharp focus 
the debate at the STUC 

conference in Dundee last 
week (see left) over defence 
jobs diversification.

Some unions back Trident 
renewal, claiming it would 
create jobs.

Instead they must 
launch an all-out fight at 
the shipyards and call for 
support across the trade 
union movement.

GAS AND OIL WORKERS

SCHOOLS

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

by KIM HUNTER

SEVERAL HUNDRED people 
gathered to oppose a fracking 
conference in Scarborough on 
Monday. 

There were cries of 
“shame on you” and “police 
protect the frackers” as 
delegates entered the 
schmooze event for local 
councillors and businesses.

“The whole world is being 
ruined by greedy bastards 
only interested in profit and 

I’m not having it,” said a 
senior citizen from Ryedale.

John from Frack Free 
Scarborough added, “The 
title of the 1.15pm session is 
‘The size of the prize’. That 
should tell you everything 
you need to know.”

The protest followed a 
140-strong gathering in the 
small Wolds town of Driffield 
on Tuesday of last week to 
protest against a secretive 
meeting which took place 
between the town council 
and the fracking companies.

Join lobby 
against bill
HOUSING campaigners 
protested outside the 
landlords’ Property Awards 
on Tuesday of last week.

Manju told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s disgusting 
watching these rich bastards 
walking in as if they don’t 
know what they’re doing to 
ordinary people.”

Around 200 people 
attended a housing activists’ 
conference in London last 
Saturday.

And activists plan a lobby 
of parliament when the Tories’ 
hated Housing and Planning 
Bill returns to the Commons 
next Tuesday.

Even the minor amendments 
that have been won in the 

House of Lords could be 
overturned. 

Glynn Robbins from the 
Defend Council Housing 
campaign said, “The bill is 
poison and the amendments 
just dilute the poison.”

All roads lead to the Kill 
the Housing Bill national 
demonstration in London on 
Saturday 18 June.
Alistair Farrow 
lGo to killthehousingbill 
.wordpress.com for details

Protest at landlords’ bash
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COMMUNICATION WORKERS UNION CONFERENCE 

How do we defend 
workers’ rights?
by NICK CLARK in Bournemouth

POSTAL AND telecom workers 
debated the European Union (EU) 
referendum, fighting the Trade Union 
Bill and their relationship with the 
Labour Party this week. They were 
meeting in Bournemouth for their 
CWU union’s annual conference.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
addressed the conference on Monday 
and stated his support for striking 
junior doctors. He said, “Can we just 
say to Jeremy Hunt—back off. We 
support the junior doctors.”

More than 3,000 tickets had been 
booked for a JC4PM rally in the con-
ference hall on Tuesday night. 

A motion pledging to use the 
union’s “full political resources” to 
support Corbyn and increase Labour 
Party membership was passed.

Delegates also passed an emer-
gency motion to campaign to stay 
inside the EU. 

General secretary Dave Ward said, 
“Most of the protections that workers 
have today have come from the EU.”

Protect
He added, “Some members may have 
legitimate concerns about migration. 
We shouldn’t label people who have 
legitimate concerns as racist.But it’s 
not migrants that are exploiting work-
ers in Britain today. They’re exploited 
along with every other worker.”

Some delegates argued that the 
EU does not protect workers’ rights. 
A delegate from Coventry argued, 
“All the benefits we’ve achieved have 

been fought for by the working class.”
Speaking after the debate, 

Merlin Reader from Mount Pleasant 
International branch (pc) told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s very important, 
and admirable, that the union backs 
many anti-racist initiatives. But I’d 
rather Dave Ward was campaigning 
against ‘concerns about migration’, 
not saying they may be ‘legitimate’.”

A motion was proposed calling on 
the CWU to join with other unions to 
fight the Trade Union Bill. It criticised 
the TUC’s lack of resistance to the bill.

Paul Garraway from South Central 
branch said, “It is urgent we respond. 
The Tories fear a response and we 
should give them one.” 

But the motion was defeated.
lMore at socialistworker.co.uk

COUNCIL WORKERS

South Ayrshire refuse 
workers keep up defiance 
SOUTH AYRSHIRE council 
plans to cut working 
conditions, radically change 
working hours and cut 
overtime rates for refuse 
workers. This has been met 
by determined action from 
the workers. 

The Unite union 
members have held a series 
of one-day strikes, including 
on Wednesday and Friday 
of last week. They are 
continuing a work to rule. 

This follows an 84 percent 
vote for strikes in a ballot.

Workers have now been 
threatened with mass 
sackings unless they bow 
to management’s demands 
and sign the contracts being 
imposed.

This has not shaken their 
determination to protest 

against the conditions and 
working hours demanded 
of them.

They were set to strike 
again from 5.45am on 
Wednesday this week and 
Thursday next week— 
the day of the Scottish 
parliament elections.

The attack is a sign of 
how councils of every hue 
in Scotland have been 
reacting to the Scottish 
National Party government’s 
austerity budget.

The Tory minority 
administration in South 
Ayrshire is attacking the 
conditions and pay for some 
of its lowest paid workers.
Graeme Cumming
lSend messages of support 
to Unite the union, 18-20 
Barns St, Ayr KA7 1XA

GLASGOW COUNCIL

 Janitors raise safety fears
STRIKING JANITORS in 
Glasgow, who held a solid 
three-day walkout last week, 
have raised major questions 
over safety as bosses try to 
undermine their strike.

Management at Cordia, the 
Glasgow City Council-owned 
firm that employs the janitors, 
is spending £3,000 a day to 
break the strike.

The Unison union members 
are demanding the same 
payment as workers who do 
similar physically demanding or 
dirty work. They get between 
£500 to over £1,000 a year less.

Janitors told Socialist Worker 
that staff drafted in to open up 
schools in their absence are ill 
trained for the job.

Unison said, “Cordia appear 
to be spending their time 
bullying untrained staff to 
open up breakfast clubs with 
the potential hazards that 
brings.”

Striker Alec Mcnee said, 
“Breakfast clubs are being run 
but who is responsible for fire 
safety when senior teaching 
staff are not there?”

But the Labour council’s firm 
has refused to budge. 

Striking janitors protested 
outside Cordia and council 
headquarters. They have issued 
“wanted” posters for councillors 
that sit on Cordia’s board who 
could intervene but won’t.

Janitor Steven Spurs said, 
“We clean up sick, animal 
excrement, empty bins and 
more. Other workers rightly 
get what we don’t and it’s 
discrimination.”

 A consultative ballot on 
strikes by 4,000 Unison union 
members affected by Glasgow 
City Council cuts was ending as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

The cuts affect public 
holidays, flexi leave and annual 
leave for new workers.

STRIKING TO support David Mitchell (see right). Wider action is now planned

POSTAL ROUND UP
Wildcat strike 
hits Liverpool
POSTAL WORKERS in Liverpool 
walked out unofficially last 
Wednesday over a complaint 
about management. They had not 
gone back in as Socialist Worker 
went to press on Tuesday.

Some 50 workers at Liverpool’s 
Crosby delivery office are involved 
in the action, affecting deliveries 
in the Crosby, Waterloo and 
Thornton areas.

Reps from the workers’ CWU 
union were set to meet with 
management for talks.

n POSTAL WORKERS in 
Scotland have voted to strike in 
defence of a sacked colleague.

Members of the CWU union’s 
Scotland No 2 branch are 
demanding that bosses reinstate 
David Mitchell from Cupar, Fife. 

He was sacked in 2014. 
Their strike could involve some 

3,000 workers in Edinburgh, 
Lothians, Stirling, the Borders, 
Glenrothes and Fife.

An employment tribunal judge 
ordered David’s reinstatement.

But bosses ignored the 
tribunal’s rulings. CWU conference 
this week passed a motion 
supporting Scotland No 2 branch. 

n MANAGERS IN Royal Mail have 
voted to strike in a fight over pay.

The members of the Unite union 
voted by 78 percent to strike and 
93 percent for action short of strike.

It comes after the managers 
voted to reject a pay offer of  
1.3 percent.

Unite has said the pay dispute 
is part of a wider set of problems 
in Royal Mail since privatisation.

Unite officer Brian Scott said, 
“We could be talking about an 
all-out strike, but in the first 
instance, we are likely to call 
members to work to rule.”

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

Reject the DWP pay offer
by DAVE OWENS, PCS DWP GEC 
(personal capacity)

A PAY debate is coming in 
the civil service. The PCS 
union group executive 
representing members 
working in the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) is recommending 
a package of proposals 
on pay and conditions.

It voted to recommend 
the package by 17 to nine. 
Socialist Workers supporters 
voted to reject the offer.

The DWP’s offer means 
significant pay improvements 
for the 60 percent of workers 
below the top of the pay scale 
for their grade. 

They will receive increases 
of up to 22 percent over four 
years, and this is welcome.

But for everybody else 
increases are to be held to 
between 1.3 and 1.6 percent 

year on year. And all the 
increases are linked to serious 
strings. Normal working hours 
(without special payment) will 
be 8am to 8pm and Saturday 
will be part of the normal week.

New mobility rules will make 
it easier to transfer workers.

PCS has negotiated an opt 
out clause for workers to keep 
their existing contracts. But this 
will be on the basis that they 
receive a pay rise of  just 0.25 
percent for the next four years.

The offer also does nothing 
to redress the loss of earnings 
suffered by civil service 
workers after eight years of pay 
increases capped at 1 percent.

PCS will now enter a period 
of consultation, and a ballot 
from 6 June to 22 June. 

There is every chance of a 
strong campaign for a no vote. 
We can build for industrial 
action in defence of working 
conditions and for decent pay 
increases for all.

UNISON CONFERENCE

Ambulance
fightback
by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS  
in Brighton

THE UNISON union health 
conference saw signs of 
the readiness to resist this 
week. But it also saw the 
failure of the union leaders 
to give it a real focus.

 Delegates cherered when it 
was announced that the union 
will hold a consultative ballot 
of ambulance workers after the 
Tories failed to deliver on a 
2015 NHS pay deal.

One Unison union 
ambulance worker told 
Socialist Worker, “We’ve been 
left behind and it’s time to say, 
‘Enough is enough’.”

News soon followed that the 
GMB union will also ballot its 
ambulance members.

But the Unison leadership 
was opposing a motion calling 
for wider NHS industrial action 
on pay that was to be debated 
on Tuesday.

It took a delegates’ revolt 
to get a junior doctor invited 
to speak to the conference. A 
speech was orginally opposed, 
but then inserted after  
delegates objected.

In his keynote speech on 
Monday, Unison general 
secretary Dave Prentis 
slammed health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt.

 He said, “Junior doctors’ 
treatment by this government 
is appalling—Jeremy Hunt 
should be hanging his head in 
shame. Tomorrow morning I 
will be on the picket lines—
come and join me.”

Heidi Alexander, Labour’s 
shadow health secretary, spoke 
to the conference and slammed 
Hunt’s attacks. 

The Tories are in trouble. 
That’s why Labour should get 
off the fence and unequivocally 
back the junior doctors.
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 HUNT’S IN TURMOIL,
 LET’S FINISH HIM OFF 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

JUNIOR DOCTORS across 
England began two days 
of str ikes on Tuesday 
against the imposition of a 
 dangerous new contract.

Hundreds joined the 
 biggest picket lines yet in 
an increasingly bitter battle 
against Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt. 

Hunt thought his lies about 
the strike would intimidate 
and isolate the doctors. In 
fact the strike grew stronger.

It was the British Medical 
Association’s (BMA) first 
ten-hour “full walkout”, with 
consultants instead of junior 
doctors providing emergency 
cover.

The second strike is set to 
begin on Wednesday.

The Tories’ claim the 
BMA is trying to “topple” the 
 government is a sign of their 
crisis and their inability to 
break the doctors’ resolve. 

Dale, a junior doctor in 
Manchester, said, “We’re in 
good spirits—people are real-
ising they have to stand up 
for the NHS.” 

Sarah, a junior doctor 
in east London, said Hunt 
“should be under no illu-
sions, we are as against his 

contracts today as we were 
when this began.” 

“We came out on strike 
because we had to, not 
because we wanted to,” Leeds 
junior doctor Michael said. 

In Brighton strikers were 

boosted as up to 1,000 Unison 
union health conference del-
egates and trade unionists 
joined a solidarity march 
to the picket line chanting 
“Jeremy Hunt has got to go”. 

Brighton junior doctor 

Todd said, “This has brought 
junior doctors together. We 
will continue to oppose the 
imposition.”

Lynne, the North Derbyshire 
Unison health branch secre-
tary, said, “If junior doctors 

don’t win, then they’ll come 
after everyone. If that hap-
pens, I think members would 
be willing to take action.”

Unison general secre-
tary Dave Prentis told the 
Brighton picket line rally, 

“The message today is we’ve 
got to stop the privatisation 
of the NHS. We will take 
on this government, stand 
shoulder to shoulder with 
junior doctors in this fight 
and we will win.”

Marches and pickets  
across the country show how 
the combination of an official 
call from the BMA and soli-
darity from others can deliver 
a mass show of strength. 

Sadly, the TUC and most 
union leaders are only giving 
rhetorical support. 

John is a Unison member 
at Whittington Hospital 
in north London. He said, 
“Unison needs to show the 
sort of solidarity that can help 
the junior doctors win. I don’t 
think they’re doing enough.”

Teachers will soon start a 
strike ballot over the affects 
of academies and funding 
cuts. All the struggles need 
to be brought together. 

The doctors need more 
solidarity now—and the 
unions and the TUC should 
provide it. Hunt has admitted 
this could be his “last big job 
in politics”—it’s time for our 
side to make that a reality. 
Thanks to all who sent reports

Report of doctors and teachers  
solidarity protest on Tuesday. 
See socialistworker.co.uk

OUT IN force at Kings College Hospital in south London on Tuesday                     Picture: Guy Smallman

Tory cuts put lives at risk, not doctors’ walkout
THE RIGHT wing press 
pumped out propaganda 
that the junior doctors’ 
strike put patients’ lives 
at risk but the reality is 
that Tory attacks on the 
NHS are doing that. 

At Chorley hospital in 
Lancashire the accident 
and emergency (A&E) 
department has been 
“temporarily” downgraded 
to an “urgent care 
service” that deals with 
only minor injuries. 

Lancashire Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Trust 
took the decision due to 
an “unacceptable risk 
to patient safety” posed 
by the lack of junior 
doctors employed. 

Pete Smith is a Unison 
union member and part 

of the Chorley hospital 
campaign. He told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s ten 
miles to Preston hospital 
where they’re sending 
patients and it is already 
under severe pressure. 

“It’s 20 minutes on a 
good day without traffic.”  

From 2013 and 2015 
the number of unfilled 
junior doctor posts rose 
by around 60 percent 
from 2,907 to 4,669. 

During the last walkouts 
some 40 percent of 
junior doctors have 
provided emergency 

care. Consultants 
provide it this week. 

Richard, a junior doctor 
in south London, said, 
“We have a major trauma 
centre and it’s relentless. 
But it will be better staffed 
during the action than it 
has been in a long time.”

Hunt’s new contracts 
remove the financial 
penalties on NHS trusts 
for making doctors 
work a dangerous 
amount of hours. 

The Tories’ plans for 
“seven-day working”, 
without more funding 
and more doctors, would 
also stretch inadequate 
resources for five days 
across seven. The 
junior doctors’ fight is 
about patient safety. 

Labour—get off the fence
LABOUR shadow 
health secretary Heidi 
Alexander has called 
for the dangerous new 
contract to “be piloted 
in a number of Trusts for 
its impact on patients”. 

Megan, a junior doctor 
in Manchester, said, “The 
pilot would still be unfair 
to junior doctors and 
unsafe for patients.”

Momentum
Labour’s proposal would 
help Hunt to push the 
contract fight into long 
grass and break the 
strikes’ momentum 
without a conclusive win 
for junior doctors. But 
the BMA leadership also 
backed the initiative. 

The BMA is considering 
all options from 
accepting imposition and 
negotiating on Saturday 
working to an indefinite 
strike in June. BMA rep 
Sophie said, “I don’t see 
any other option than an 
indefinite walkout, but we 
need to consider how we 
ensure patient safety.”

Only ramping up 
industrial action can force 
Hunt to back down. 

Labour should come 
off the fence and fully 
back the strikes. 

Megan said, “We 
hoped we’d get more 
support from Labour—
this is an attack on the 
NHS, the welfare state 
and public services.”

Junior doctors make their feelings clear at Leeds General Infirmary

Picture: neil terry
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Socialist Worker supporters 
SAY IT LOUD, SAY IT CLEAR 
REFUGEES WELCOME HERE
SOLIDARITY TO ALL THOSE 

FIGHTING AUSTERITY

SCHOOLS, NHS, ROYAL MAIL 
RENATIONALISE 

NO PRIVATISATION 
 May Day greetings from  

CWU Mount Pleasant 
International branch

May Day greetings from 
North/North West London 

CWU  

RENATIONALISE ROYAL MAIL

Bolton and District United Trades Council  

THE BFAWU UNION SENDS A MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 
ON THIS INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’ DAY TO WORKERS 

HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD.
TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN STRUGGLE, TAKING ACTION 

TO SECURE JUSTICE AND RIGHTS AND ACTIVISTS 
CAMPAIGNING FOR A BETTER, FAIRER SOCIETY WE 

OFFER OUR BEST WISHES AND SOLIDARITY. 

SOUTH CENTRAL POSTAL
MAY DAY 

GREETINGS TO 
SOCIALIST WORKER 

READERS 
SOLIDARITY WITH JUNIOR 
DOCTORS AND TEACHERS 

CAMERON OUT

RMT Jubilee South branch
Nationalise steel, 
Nationalise the 
railways, 
Solidarity with  
the junior doctors

GLASGOW CAMPAIGN TO  
WELCOME REFUGEES
MAY DAY GREETINGS  
TO ALL REFUGEES
YOU ARE  
WELCOME HERE
SHUT DOWN DUNGAVEL  
DETENTION CENTRE 

GLASGOW BFAWU AND  
FAST FOOD RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 
SOCIALIST WORKER READERS

FOR A £10 AN HOUR MINIMUM WAGE 
AND UNION RIGHTS

 NO TO ZERO HOUR CONTRACTS

May Day greetings  
to all your readers 

VICTORY TO THE 
JUNIOR DOCTORS
DEFEND OUR NHS



 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

London Construction branch

lSOLIDARITY AND
    MAY DAY GREETINGS  
    TO ALL WORKERS
lUNITED WE STAND 

May Day greetings from 
Blacklist Support Group

lEnd the blacklist
lJustice for blacklisted workers
lNo public contracts for 
blacklisters
lExpose the human rights 
conspiracy
lCriminal charges
lFull public inquiry
lNo justice no peace

blacklistsg@gmail.com  
www.hazards.org/blacklistblog

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

Unite NE/GEO/11 

MAY DAY GREETINGS 
TO ALL ITS MEMBERS 

lMAY DAY IS WORKERS’ DAY
lWE SUPPORT ALL WORKERS IN 

THEIR STRUGGLE TO BETTER 
THEIR LOT

lVICTORY TO WORKERS OF ALL 
LANDS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR 
SOCIALISM

lARISE YOU WORKERS FOR ALL 
YOU HAVE TO LOSE ARE YOUR 
CHAINS

London 
Gatwick 
SE 397  

VICTORY TO 
THE JUNIOR 
DOCTORS

BABCOCK DSG DONNINGTON 
SW READERS

MAY DAY GREETINGS
NO TO TRIDENT 

Unite and Ucatt  
Essex and  

East London  
gas engineers

May Day greetings 
to all at 

Socialist Worker

TURN UP  
THE HEAT!

Unite 
Chesterfield 
EM/DE51 
branch  

lSolidarity to all  
    fighting the Tories
lDefend the NHS
lRefugees are welcome here

Keep Our NHS Public Camden    
   
KEEP UP THE FIGHT FOR THE NHS  
NO CUTS — NO PRIVATISATION
JUNIOR DOCTORS SHOW THE WAY

Blacklisted—the secret war 
between big business and union 
activists by Dave Smith and  
Phil Chamberlain.

Branch Chair: Richard Milner    Branch Secretary: Joanne Culverhouse

London 
Gatwick 
SE 397  

MAY DAY 
GREETINGS 

ON THIS 
INTERNATIONAL 
WORKERS’ DAY

Unite Tyneside EEES branch

GEAR UP  
TO TAKE  
ON THE  
TORIES

FINANCE WORKERS BRANCH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE EM/NN14

TO ACTIVISTS EVERYWHERE FIGHTING FOR PEACE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & EQUALITY

UNITY IS STRENGTH  
SOLIDARITY FOREVER―RACISM NEVER

Unite Burnley 1076

lSupporting Burnley  
    MP Julie Cooper 
lFight austerity 
lSupport the junior doctors
lDefend the NHS



 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

Medway TUC

lMAYDAY GREETINGS 
lNO TO AUSTERITY,  
    PRIVATISATION AND 
   RACISM

Hull and District TUC

MAY DAY 
GREETINGS TO 
ALL WORKERS

President: M Lammiman 
Secretary: P Sanderson 

Brent Trades Union Council

lSOLIDARITY TO ALL  
   FIGHTING AUSTERITY
lREMEMBER THE GRUNWICK  
   STRIKE 40 YEARS ON 
   facebook.com/Grunwick40

Southampton and
South West Hampshire TUC

VICTORY TO 
JUNIOR DOCTORS 

AND TEACHERS. NO 
TO PRIVATISATION 

OF OUR PUBLIC 
SERVICES

lDECENT HOMES FOR ALL 
     —BUTTERFIELDS WON’T BUDGE!
lVICTORY TO THE JUNIOR DOCTORS!
lREFUGEES ARE WELCOME HERE!
lDEFY THE ANTI-UNION LAWS!
lNO TO BLACKLISTING!

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

 Islington NUT 
 Socialist Worker 
 readers 

 May Day Greeting the workers of the world 
l No forced academisation

l Defend the NHS 
l Doctors and teachers,  

unite and Fight!

Lambeth Socialist 
Worker readers

NO PRIVATISATION 
 AND END  

TO EXAM FACTORIES

Solidarity from  
Socialist Worker 

readers in  
Tower hamlets

Greenwich and Bexley TUC

MAY DAY 
GREETINGS

UNIFY THE 
FIGHTBACK

Dundee Trades Council  

MAYDAY GREETINGS
AND SOLIDARITY   

May Day solidarity greetings

THE TORIES’ EDUCATION WHITE 
PAPER―THE WRONG PRIORITIES 

FOR OUR CHILDREN

Cambridge  NUT 
Socialist Worker 

readers 

WE BEAT  
BASELINE TESTS  
NOW SINK THE 

SATS

North East Lancashire TUC

BE AT  
BURNLEY  
MAY DAY 
2 MAY
SPEAKER: 
JEREMY CORBYN

Plymouth  TUC

lFRATERNAL  
   GREETINGS
lWORKERS OF THE  
    WORLD UNITE!

Cambridge and District Trades council  

TRUTH FOR  
GIULIO REGENI 
petition.parliament.uk/petition/120832
Solidarity & justice for all workers

‘You who are hungry, reach 
for a book. It is a weapon’  

―Bertolt Brecht

READ, LEARN, FIGHT 
BOOKS ARE WEAPONS 

ARM YOURSELF

FIGHT AUSTERITY! SAVE 
OUR PUBLIC SERVICES!

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE  
l 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

 
Birmingham NUT 

Solidarity from  
Socialist Worker 

readers in  
Hackney

May Day greetings to all workers 
across the world fighting austerity

Ealing NUT

Haringey Trades Union Council

SAFE HAVENS FOR REFUGEES 
–OPEN BORDERS 
NO SAFE HAVENS FOR TAX 
DODGERS 
–MAKE THE RICH PAY
President: Simon Hester   Secretary: Keith Flett

REFUGEES 
WELCOME HERE

STAND UP 
TO RACISM, 

ISLAMOPHOBIA, 
ANTISEMITISM 
AND FASCISM

Join the convoy to Calais, 18 June
www.standuptoracism.org.uk

GREETINGS TO WORKERS IN STRUGGLE ALL OVER THE WORLD.
FOR A ONE-DAY GENERAL STRIKE AGAINST AUSTERITY, 

PRIVATISATION AND LOW PAY.
CAPITALISM IS AUSTERITY.

FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM.

Solidarity from Socialist Worker  
readers in Birmingham

REINSTATE 
SIMON O’HARA 



PCS NEC Left Unity supporters

May Day greetings
lFor national coordinated 
action against pay freezes, 

job cuts and to defend public 
services

 MAY DAY GREETINGS  MAY DAY GREETINGS 

SWSS

Picture: Neil  terry

SWSSSWSS SWSS

SWSS SWSS

May Day 
greetings from  
SWSS arts-UAL

STOP THE  
HATE 
–SMASH 
THE STATE

May Day 
greetings from 
LSBU SWSS
SAVE THE NHS 
BURSARY AND 
VICTORY 
TO THE 
JUNIOR 
DOCTORS!

May Day 
greetings from 
Kingston SWSS

REFUGEES 
ARE  
WELCOME 
HERE!

May Day 
greetings from
London Met
Solidarity with  
NHS students and 
junior doctors
FIGHTING 
TO SAVE 
OUR NHS

May Day 
greetings from 
Wolverhampton 
SWSS
OPEN THE 
BORDERS
REFUGEES 
WELCOME 
HERE

May Day 
greetings from 
Sussex SWSS

Panama...refugee 
crisis...the farce of 
Cop21... 
ONE  
SOLUTION 
REVOLUTION

May Day 
greetings from 
Central London 
SWSS
STUDENTS AND 
DOCTORS 
UNITE 
AND 
FIGHT!

Socialist Worker readers 
in Tower Hamlets UnisonDefend Council Housing

lKILL THE HOUSING BILL
lWE CAN WIN 
lSECURE HOMES FOR ALL
lCONTROL RENTS
 JOIN PROTEST LOBBY 11 MAY 12-7PM AT PARLIAMENT

info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk
defendcouncilhousing.org.uk

Socialist Worker 
readers in  

Camden Unison
lBACK THE     
    JUNIOR   
    DOCTORS
lNO FORCED     
    ACADEMIES  
lKILL THE  
    HOUSING BILL

(paid by individual donations)

Glasgow City Unison 
Socialist Worker 

readers
Solidarity 
to striking 
Glasgow 

janitors and 
workers 

everywhere
(paid by individual donations)

Soas Unison 
Socialist Worker 

readers

Solidarity 
with refugees 
and migrant 

workers 
everywhere

(paid by individual donations)

Salford City Unison 
Socialist Worker 

readers

TORIES IN 
CRISIS 

TIME TO STRIKE 
BACK

(paid by individual donations)

Socialist Worker 
readers at  

York council

lSTOP JOB AND 
SERVICE CUTS
lDEFEND TRADE 
UNION RIGHTS 
lREFUGEES 
WELCOME HERE

(paid by individual donations)

 

PCS National Gallery

STRIKES WORK 
SOLIDARITY WORKS 

Thanks to everyone for their 
support during our strikes

PCS DfT East Midlands  

May Day 
greetings 

Put people before 
profit

Keep fighting 
against austerity

May Day 
greetings from 
Manchester  
SWSS

TORIES 
OUT
REFUGEES 
IN!

SWSS

London Fire Brigade 
Headquarters

Socialist Worker 
readers

Solidarity to 
all workers 

fighting 
austerity

 (paid by individual donations)

Solidarity 
May Day greetings to 

Socialist Worker readers.
Just a few loose wheels  

left to come off  
crapitalism, from 

Nigel Coward

UCU Socialist Worker readers

MAYDAY  
SOLIDARITY TO ALL 

WORKERS
REVOLUTION NOW

Don’t let the bosses turn the clock back  
on safety―people before profit

OFFSHORE WORKERS RANK AND FILE

SWSS

Doncaster  
Care UK readers 
and supporters

SOLIDARITY 
TO SOCIALIST 

WORKER KEEP  
CHAMPIONING 

THE CAUSE

Dundee 
universtiy

(paid by individual donations)

Portsmouth Unison 
Socialist Worker 

readers

Rise like lions. 
Shake your  

chains.  
Ye are many  
they are few

(paid by individual donations)



London Disabled People Against Cuts

May Day greetings and solidarity 
to Socialist Worker and all your 
members and supporters from 

London DPAC

May Day 
greetings to 
all workers 
in struggle

 MAY DAY GREETINGS  MAY DAY GREETINGS 

Wakefield 
 Socialist Workers Party

MAY DAY 
GREETINGS

Hull 
Socialist Workers Party

MAY DAY 
GREETINGS

Stop the War Coalition
May Day greetings
l15 years of the War on Terror  
 15 years too long 

lNo war, no new interventions
lRefugees are welcome here 
lDon’t let Islamophobia  
 divide us 

lSupport our anniversary  
 events on 7/8 October 

   www.stopwar.org.uk

NUJ South 
Yorkshire
DON’T 
LET THE 
RACISTS DIVIDE US 
REFUGEES 
WELCOME HERE

SOLIDARITY FROM

One Million Climate Jobs
Don’t go backwards on climate 
change―protest Saturday 8 May
www.campaigncc.org/

NUJ London  
Central Newspapers

REDBRIDGE CND

MAY DAY GREETINGS 
TO ALL FIGHTING 

TRIDENT RENEWAL 
AND FOR JOBS, 

HOMES, SCHOOLS 
AND HOSPITALS 

Edinburgh College Socialist Worker readers

Thank you for organising so many messages 
of support when we went on strike in 2014. 
It made a big difference to know we weren’t 

isolated. 
Our all-out escalating action became the 

model for the successful national FE strike 
last month

FIGHTING FOR 
FREE LOCAL TRAIN 

TRAVEL FOR 
EVERYONE OVER 60

Fela executive readers 

From Galashiels to 
Stornaway, what we won 
was Equal Pay! Solidarity 
greetings to fellow trade 

unionists around the 
country.  

Indefinite all-out strike 
action is the way to win

lNo to  
  Islamophobia 
lOpen the 
  borders 
lDump the Tories

Southwark
Socialist 
Worker readers

May Day greetings 
to all those 
campaigning  
against the Tory 
wreckers of health, 
education, housing 
and welfare services 

lSupport junior  
   doctors and  
  teachers’ strikes 
lKill the Housing  
   Bill!

York Socialist Workers Party

Solidartiy
greetings
to all  friends
and comrades

Refugees 
welcome here



www.4wardeveruk.org 

‘UNTIL YOU FIGHT, 
CHANGE NEVER HAPPENS’
We are a coalition of those affected by deaths in 

police, prison, immigration and psychiatric custody. 
We support others in similar situations. 

Established in 1997.
www.uffcampaign.org 

Justice for  
Christopher Alder Campaign

lStill fighting
lNo more deaths  
  in police custody
lNo to cover ups

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

DON'T LET THE 
RACISTS DIVIDE US

lovemusichateracism.com

Unite Against Fascism

MAY DAY 
GREETINGS  
TO ALL  
ANTI-RACISTS 
AND  
ANTI-FASCISTS

4WardEver UK launched its Film Club in 
November 2014, bringing powerful independent 
films to Birmingham. We showcase socially 
conscious cinema, hosting debates with 
key figures campaigning for change, raising 
awareness and calling people to action. 

24/7 Free online  
help portal 
www.redalerthelp.org 

May Day 
greetings

Ed Hall Banners  
020 8318 0420

London Disabled People Against Cuts

May Day greetings and solidarity 
to Socialist Worker and all your 
members and supporters from 

London DPAC
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