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JUSTICE

Punish the cops, 
say Hillsborough 
campaigners
SOUTH YORKSHIRE Police 
(SYP) is in crisis following 
the Hillsborough inquests.

SYP chief constable David 
Crompton was suspended after 
a jury found that 96 fans who 
died as a result of the 1989 foot-
ball disaster were unlawfully 
killed. Barrister Mark George 
QC told Socialist Worker, “We’re 
calling for him to be sacked.” 
>>Pages 6, 14&15

STRIKE

Angry museum 
workers go all 
out in Wales
NATIONAL MUSEUM Wales 
workers went on all out 
strike last week to defend 
their right to a weekend.

Bosses want to cut pay 
and treat Saturday as a 
weekday—robbing workers 
of their family life.

Former miners who struck 
in 1984-5 were out again at 
the Big Pit coal museum.
>>Pages 10&11

FRANCE

Resistance grows 
despite vicious 
repression
AS FRANCE’S parliament 
starts debating a new labour 
law this week, cops have been 
violently attacking protests.

One student lost his eye 
after police shot him with a 
rubber “flashball” grenade.

Unions and protesters are 
calling for more strikes. 
>>Page 8

 TORIES’ 
 RACIST 
 SHAME

lNEW LAWS AGAINST MUSLIMS
lSHUTTING OUT CHILD REFUGEES 
lGUTTER POLITICS TO WIN VOTES

DAVID CAMERON said last 
week, “Antisemitism is like 
racism, it is unacceptable.” 
Cameron is a hypocrite. In 
the same week as he attacked 
Labour’s supposed antisem-
itism, he was backing the Tory 
candidate for London mayor 
Zac Goldsmith. 

Goldsmith has run a rabidly 
Islamophobic campaign. He said a 
win for Labour would give control 
of London to a party “that thinks 

terrorists are its friends”.
Cameron also unveiled 

plans for an “Extrem-
ism Bill” that will pave the 
way for yet more racist  
t a r g e t i n g  o f  
Muslims. 

A n d  h e  
i s  f i g h t i n g 
hard against 
a t t e m p t s  
t o  a l l o w  
despera te  

refugees, including chil-
dren, to seek safety in 
Britain.

Nearly every day the 
Tory-supporting 

Mail, Sun, 
and  the 
E x p r e s s 
run sto-
ries that 
viciously 
s c a p e -
goat Mus-

lims and equate Islam with terror-
ism. The Mail ran a cartoon that, 
just as the Nazis did with Jews, 
pictured refugees as rats.

Right wingers want to paint 
Labour as antisemitic to under-
mine Jeremy Corbyn and discredit 
the fight for Palestinian rights. 

In reality the left has always 
been at the centre of fighting 
all forms of racism, including  
antisemitism. 

The Tories are the real racists.
DAVID CAMERON
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l CENTRICA BOSS Iain Conn 
wrote in January, “Business 

needs unrestricted access to the 
European market of 500 million 
people in order to continue to grow, 
invest and create jobs. We believe 
that leaving the EU would deter 
investment and threaten jobs.” On 
20 April Centrica-owned  
British Gas announced 684 job cuts.

Tories have a long, nasty 
history of antisemitism 
PAPERS WITH a long 
line in scapegoating are 
committed to opposing 
antisemitism. Good. No 
longer is picturing a man 
of Jewish heritage look-
ing strange eating a bacon 
sandwich a story. 

Since guilt by association 
is in, here is Troublemaker’s 
guide to Tory antisemitism.

The Brit ish Brothers 
League, the Right Club and 
the League of Empire Loyalists 
were all fascist, antisemitic 
groups that grew out of the 
bowels of the Tory party. Each 
were set up by Tory MPs.

In the 1930s when the 
Daily Mail was backing the 
Nazis and the current queen 
was giving fascist salutes, 
Tory MP Archibald Ramsay 
headed the Right Club. 

Its aims were to “oppose 
and expose the activities of 
organised Jewry”.

The Tory prime minis-
ter Harold Macmillan was 
a brutal antisemite. He 
drove a Jewish man, Leslie  
Hore-Belisha, out of the cabi-
net during the Second World 
War.

M a c m i l l a n  b r a n d e d 
Thatcher’s cabinet “more old 
Estonian than old Etonian”, a 
reference to the Jewish mem-
bers of her cabinet. 

At that point Tory minister 
Alan Clark was gloating about 
his antisemitism. For one 
example he refers to a gold 
Roll Royce as being a “Jewish 
racing yellow”.

In 2011 Oxford University 
Conservative club was thrown 
into crisis after one officer 
claimed that members regu-
larly sang a song at meet-
ings. It included the words: 

“Dashing through the Reich…
killing lots of kike (Jews).”

Much of the current dig-
ging around in the internet 
history of Labour figures has 
been done by Paul Staines’s 
right wing Guido Fawkes 
blog. He got his step up in pol-
itics with the fanatically right 
wing David Hart.

When Troublemaker reg-
ular former Tory MP Aidan 
Burley decided not to stand 
last year, Staines went for a 
consolation drink with him. 

Burley hired the Nazi uni-
form for a fascist themed 
stag party and lied about it. 
Staines, in a uncharacteris-
tic expression of compassion, 
said, “the pressure on his 
young wife was intolerable”. 

A Tory investigation found 
that Burley hadn’t been pre-
sent when the Sieg Heiling 
group chanted, “Himmler” 
and, “Hitler”.

lThe Ukip leader Nigel Farage used EU 
funds to pay for a team of ex-military 

personnel to follow him around the country 
as he made referendum campaign speeches. 
Meanwhile David Cameron thought he’d give 
both sides of the parliament a jolly good 
chortle by cracking a joke about Farage 
having a “poncey, foreign sounding” name. 
It’s not clear how the accountants in Panama 
pronounce Cameron.

Barber fights for a  
union, the European one
THE TORY civil war has 
deepened with David 
Cameron’s own MPs 
accusing him of diluting 
trade union reforms to 
boost his Remain fight. 

Cameron and the ex-TUC 
general secretary Sir 
Brendan Barber have come 
together to warn against 
Britain leaving the EU. 

Senior Tory backbencher 
Bernard Jenkin said 
Cameron issued 
instructions to offer 
concessions on the  
Trade Union Bill that were 
a “sale of government 
policy for cash and 
political favours”.  

Well Barber got nothing 
out of government 
when he was head of 
the TUC so we doubt 

he’ll get anything now. 
And anyway he can’t 

be bought—there was 
never any need.

Another day older  
and deeper in debt
CREDIT CARD and 
loan debt is growing at 
its fastest since 2005, 
shock figures show.

The Bank of England 
revealed it rose by 
£1.9 billion in March, 
compared with an 
average of £1.4 billion in 
the previous six months.

It also hit a 12-month 
growth rate of  
9.7 percent in March, 
up from 9.5 percent in 
February. It is the 
highest since 2005.

Low interest 
rates have helped 
people to keep 
borrowing 
costs down.

But there 
is growing 

concern people 
are stretching 
themselves too far.

When interest rates 
rise again those in deep 
debt could suffer. 

Seperate figures 
out showed insolvency 
rates are also rising.

Just over 20,380 
people went insolvent 
between January and 
March, 0.3 percent up on 
the three-month period 

before.
Debt relief 

orders, known 
as bankruptcy 
light, are also 
on the rise, 
the Insolvency 
Service  
said.

Farage

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Assault Team 
destroys crashed 
helicopter’
The CIA decides to reenact the 
assassination of Osama Bin 
Laden on Twitter 

‘If Britain leaves 
Europe, our 
environment, our 
wildlife and our 
global habitat will 
be starved’
Ed Miliband explains that 
leaving the EU will kill baby 
seals or something

‘On Thursday, are 
we really going to 
hand the world’s 
greatest city to a 
Labour party that 
thinks terrorists 
is its friends?’
Zac Goldsmith drops dog 
whistle racist campaigning for 
upfront racism  

‘Views expressed 
by Nazi Shah’
Richard Littlejohn sets aside a 
lifetime’s work and manages to 
express prejudice in his  
Daily Mail column on Naz Shah 

‘The way 
stateless Jews 
from Germany 
are pouring in 
from every port 
of this country 
is becoming an 
outrage’
Daily Mail, August 1938 

MARK FOURNIER in an SS uniform, bought by Aidan  Burley MP

College costs are  
worst in England 
A DAMNING report from 
the Sutton Trust shows 
students in England leave 
university with more debt 
than anywhere else in the 
English-speaking world. 

They now owe an 
average of £44,000 on 
finishing.

US students run up half 
that debt and Canadians a 
third of it. 

And when maintenance 
grants are abolished this 
year, the poorest students 
will end up owing more 
than £50,000.

That is half the average 
price of a house in the 
North East. 

The average public 
school fee is £14,000 a 
year. 
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Class warrior

STREETING’S 
BLEATINGS
Wes Streeting is nominally 
a Labour MP. This is an 
occasional series on his 
wisdom

lUnite union general 
Len McCluskey slammed 
Streeting for attacking 
Corbyn over McDonald’s. 
In what is believed to 
be a first, Wes Streeting 
“was unavailable for 
comment”. We’re sure 
the furious former 
McDonald’s worker will 
be back soon

The Sun faces 
hacking charges 
THE SUN newspaper faces 
a trial over phone hacking 
after a High Court judge 
ruled there was enough 
evidence for claims 
against the newspaper to 
be heard.

Four claimants allege 
that 40 articles printed in 
the tabloid were obtained 
through phone hacking, 
including some while 
the paper was edited by 
Rebekah Brooks.

Last week saw the Sun 
forget to put the news of 
the Hillsborough inquests’ 
ruling of unlawful killing  
on its front page. Neither 
did the Rupert Murdoch- 
owned Times newspaper. 

The Sun did manage an 
editorial blaming police 
errors but excused itself 
for the paper’s lies and 
slurs of fans.



Leak reveals TTIP menace
A LEAKED draft for the proposed 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) deal between 
the European Union (EU) and the 
US underlines how rotten—and 
fragile—the treaty is.

Some 248 pages were put online 
by Greenpeace Netherlands. They 
show corporations had a lot of 
input. TTIP would let them sue 
states over policies that curtail 
profits. This could be used 
against public services.

TTIP replaces the EU’s 
“precautionary principle” 
on new foods, drugs 
and chemicals with 
one based on “risk 
assessment”. This 
and other measures 

overturn bans imposed to protect 
health or the environment.

The leaks show “irreconcilable 
differences” between the EU and 
US. Each wants “free trade” but 
protectionism for some sectors—
cars for the US and agriculture for 
the EU.

Opposition to TTIP forced EU 
negotiators to promise that the 

most controversial measures 
would go. They all remain.

US president Barack 
Obama has warned that if 
Britain leaves the EU it will 

be at the “back of the 
queue” for TTIP. 

Based on the leaks 
that’s no bad thing.
Dave Sewell

IN BRIEF
Judges rule 
against Tories
THOUSANDS OF people who 
had their unemployment 
benefits stopped for 
not going to mandatory 
“workfare” programmes 
could be in for a £130 million 
refund.

Court of Appeal judges 
last week dismissed a 
government challenge to a 
High Court ruling against 
workfare in the Poundland 
case of 2014.

Liberty House 
to buy Tata?
ENGINEERING and 
commodities giant Liberty 
House was set to bid to buy 
Tata Steel’s remaining assets 
in Britain as Socialist Worker 
went to press. These include 
the Port Talbot steel works.

Some bosses are also 
preparing to bid for a buyout.

DWP staff sick 
of cruel policy
MORE SICK days are lost 
at the Department of Work 
and Pensions to depression 
and anxiety than any other 
illness, new figures show. 

PCS union leader Mark 
Serwotka said the figures 
showed the pressure on 
workers carrying out “cruel” 
government policies. 

Rich people live 
longer shock
THE GAP between the 
lifespans of rich and poor 
people in England and Wales 
has been rising for the first 
time since the 1870s, research 
suggests. Everyone is living 
longer but rich people’s lives 
are extending faster.

Parents boycott Sats and 
slam Tory exam factories
by SADIE ROBINSON

PARENTS ACROSS England 
refused to take their six and seven 
year olds into schools on Tuesday. 
The “strike” was in protest at the 
hated Sats tests that turn schools 
into exam factories.

Groups of parents organised trips 
to museums or art galleries for chil-
dren on the day, while others enjoyed 
picnics in parks. 

Some brought  banners  to 
Westminster in central London and 
protested at the Department for 
Education. Parent Sophie said, “I’m 
here because the government is 
destroying our kids’ education.

“My daughter’s in year 1.  She loves 
school and asks to go at the week-
end. But next year she’ll be coached 
all year for the tests. That enthusiasm 
for learning won’t survive.”

Messages of support flooded in to 
the Let Our Kids Be Kids campaign on 
Facebook. One parent said, “Children 
aren’t machines and it’s about time 
we stopped treating them like they 
are.”

The attacks on education have even 
pushed head teachers to speak out.

The Lancaster and District Primary 
Headteachers Group wrote to parents 
last week about Sats.

Elevated
It said some children had only had 
two years to study the four-year cur-
riculum they are being tested on.

The head teachers pointed to the 
real reason for the tests. They set chil-
dren up to fail so the Tories can use 
the “failures” to attack teachers and 
schools—and push more privatisation.

But the Tories are on the rocks 
over their education policies. They 
recently backtracked on plans to use 
“baseline tests” of four year olds to 
rate primary schools. And they were 
forced to cancel one Sats test after it 
was leaked on the internet.

They are also in disarray over a 
plan to force all schools in England to 
become academies. The attacks have 
caused widespread anger—and politi-
cised new layers of people.

Madeleine Holt is part of Rescue 
Our Schools, a new campaigning 
group that opposes forced academies 
and the “test-mad” culture in schools. 

“Our campaign has exploded since 
we set it up,” Madeleine told Socialist 
Worker. “We set up Rescue Our 
Schools as we felt enough is enough. 
Many of our followers are not sea-
soned campaigners. But its time to 
stand up for state education.”

The NUT union plans to ballot 
members across England later this 

month for strikes against the impact 
of forced academies and funding cuts.

Even the NAHT head teachers’ 
organisation has threatened indus-
trial action over forced academies. 
Education secretary Nicky Morgan 
was heckled at its annual conference 
last week.

A massive 95 percent of delegates 
backed a motion instructing the 
NAHT leadership to consider “as a last 
resort industrial action to ensure the 
defence of our comprehensive state 
education system”.

There is real potential to beat 
the government on some of its flag-
ship policies—and give a boost to  
everyone who hates the Tories.

BACK STORY
The Tories’ assault on education 
has provoked fury among parents 
and teachers in England
lTheir plan to force every school 
to become an academy will be the 
end of comprehensive education
lThe teachers’ NUT union is to 
ballot for strikes over the impact of 
forced academies and cuts 
lThe Tories have backed off from 
plans to use “baseline tests” and 
are in disarray over academies
lHead teachers have also 
threatened industrial action

Obama argues for Remain

PROTESTING OUTSIDE the Department for Education in central London on Tuesday Picture: Guy Smallman

PUBLIC MEETING

Antisemitism, 
Zionism and 
the Left
Monday 9 May, 7pm, 
Central London
lTARIQ ALI, writer and 
broadcaster

lJOHN ROSE, author, The 
Myths of Zionism

lLEAH LEVANE, Jews for 
Justice for Palestinians

lLINDSEY GERMAN, 
Stop the War Coalition

lWEYMAN BENNETT, 
Unite Against Fascism

Details at bit.ly/1rt491m
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   Racism row  
  in Labour---  
  myths and  
  the reality 
Is it racist to oppose the Israeli state? 
Does a Zionist lobby shape policy? 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans explains it all

THE LABOUR right and support-
ers of Israel are hypocritically 
using Ken Livingstone’s com-
ments last week to witch hunt 
the left as antisemitic.  

Livingstone was defending 
Bradford West MP Naz Shah. Shah 
was suspended for a Facebook post 
that said, “Solution to the Palestine 
conflict—relocate Israel to the US”. 

Livingstone’s comments that 
“Hitler was supporting Zionism” 
played into the right’s hands.

The attacks on Labour that fol-
lowed have been driven by a desire 
to undermine Jeremy Corbyn (see 
page 6).

Yet leading figures on the Labour 
left buckled under the right’s assault 
and joined the chorus that led to 
Livingstone’s suspension. 

Jeremy Corbyn has not come 
out fighting. Instead he has set up 
an inquiry headed by human rights 
campaigner Shami Chakrabarti.

The Labour right wants to tear 
into Corbyn by stealing the mantle 
of anti-racism from the left.

There’s another argument behind 
these attacks. 

Israel feels threatened by the 
growing Palestine solidarity move-
ment and wants to smear its  
opponents as antisemites.  

Is it antisemitic to 
oppose Zionism?
ZIONISM IS based on the idea 
that Jewish people cannot live 
peacefully alongside non-Jews.

Zionists see antisemitism as inevi-
table and argue that the only answer 
is the setting up of an exclusively 
Jewish state. This led to migration to 
Palestine and ethnic cleansing after 
the Second World War.

For Palestinians, this has meant 
brutal racist oppression since Israel 
was set up in 1948 in alliance with 
western imperialism.

Israeli settlers forcibly dis-
placed hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians, forcing them into refu-
gee camps where many remain. 

This brutal process—and denying 
Palestinians the “right to return”—is 
justified by Zionism.

Those Palestinians who’ve 
managed to remain live under 
occupation or siege in East 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza. 
Israeli settlers continue to build 
settlements in the West Bank. 

Israeli society has racism at its 
heart. Opposing Israel and its under-
lying Zionist ideology is not antise-
mitic, but anti-racist. 

Should Israel have 
the right to exist?
THE “TWO state solution”, with 
Israeli and Palestinian states 
existing side by side, is no 
solution. 

It would do nothing to address 
the huge imbalance of power that 
exists between Israel and Palestine. 

Israel would continue to oppress 
Palestinians because it would see a 
Palestinian state as a threat.

It would win support from the 
US and Western powers, which 
back Israel for their own imperial-
ist interests. 

Israel’s incursions into Palestinian 
territory make a two state solution 
unfeasible. And such a “solution” 
would not give Palestinians the right 
of return. 

Israel faces a problem as a settler 
society—what to do with the people 
it has dispossessed?

The only real solution is to allow 
Palestinians the right to return and 
for Jews and Arabs to live together 
in a democratic, secular state.

The socialist and internationalist 
case for the liberation of Palestine 
is not one in which Jewish people 
are expelled, but one where they live 
alongside free Palestinians. 

Naz Shah’s tweets about “moving 
Israel to the US” wrongly suggested 
Jews would be driven out or forcibly 
removed. 

Palestinian liberation can only be 
achieved as part of a broader fight 
for liberation against imperialism.

Is antisemitism a 
problem today?
ANTISEMITISM IS a real threat 
to Jewish people across Europe. 

This threat doesn’t come from 
the Palestine solidarity movement, 
Muslims or the left—it comes from 
Nazis and the racist right.

In Slovakia the Nazi People’s 
Party broke through in parliamen-
tary elections for the first time in 
March. A poll had found 41 percent 
agreed that “the Jews have too big 
an influence on the economy and 
administration”. 

While the fascist Front National 

(FN) in France uses Islamophobia 
to mobilise its base, its core ideol-
ogy remains deeply antisemitic. 

Smearing opponents of Israel 
as antisemitic shuts down debate 
and can allow space for the idea 
that Jewish people are to blame for 
Israeli crimes. 

So while Naz Shah is not antise-
mitic, her comment that the “Jews 
are rallying” to an online poll on 
Israel was. 

The Daily Mail newspaper claims 
to be outraged by antisemitism. 
But it pumps out racism every day. 

Fighting antisemitism means 
fighting racism and the right, not 
trivialising it by opportunistically 
smearing the left. 

Does a Zionist 
lobby exist?
WESTERN IMPERIALIST powers 
back Israel to the hilt. The US 
gives Israel £2 billion in military 
aid every year and sells it arms 
to use against Palestinians.

This has led some to argue that 
a “Zionist lobby” influences US and 
British foreign policy. Sometimes 
this argument is genuine. But rac-
ists also use it as code for “Jews”.

Either way it gets the relation-
ship the wrong way around.

The US and Britain back Israel 
for their own imperialist interests. 
Israel is the West’s watchdog in the 
Middle East. Why does the US really back Israel?

Nazi graffiti daubed on Jewish graves in a cemetery in Cronenbourg, Germany

 Don’t fall into your  
 opponents’ traps
by JOHN ROSE, author of Myths of Zionism

KEN LIVINGSTONE and Naz Shah 
are not antisemites. Anti-Zionism is 
not antisemitism.

Nevertheless the anti-Zionist, 
pro-Palestinian case must be 
argued effectively and sensitively. 
Traps must be avoided which 
favour our opponents.

On Thursday Ken Livingstone 
created and then walked into 
precisely such a trap. The argument 
about Zionist collaboration with 
the Nazis has been around for a 
long time. It is rightly ignored by 
solidarity activists with Palestine. 

Livingstone, as a seasoned 
campaigner, should have known 
that.

It’s true that when Hitler came 
to power some Zionist leaders 
stupidly thought that they could 
do a deal with him enabling some 
German Jews to go to Palestine.

But this disgraceful manoeuvre 
bitterly divided the Zionist 
movement. Many young Zionists 
took for granted you had to fight 
Hitler to the death.

It suited Hitler to string those 
particular Zionist leaders along for 
a while. Part of the deal was that 
they would oppose the world-wide 
anti-Nazi campaign demanding a 
boycott of German goods.

In 1989 I met Marek Edelman 
in Poland, then the last remaining 
leader of the five-person command 
group that led the Warsaw Ghetto 
resistance to the Nazi Holocaust. 

I asked his permission for the 
socialist book shop Bookmarks to 
publish his memoir The Ghetto 
Fights in Britain for the first time. 
He agreed.

During our discussion I asked 
about his relations with the Zionist 
fighters in the resistance. Marek 
was a member of the anti-Zionist 
Socialist Bund, a Jewish workers’ 
movement adamantly opposed to 
Jewish migration to Palestine and 
the creation of a Jewish state.

He told me that whatever their 

differences were over Palestine, 
the anti-Zionists and the Zionists 
had to unite to fight the common 
enemy, the Nazis.

The creation of the united 
Jewish Fighting Organisation 
(JFO), including the Communists, 
would have been impossible 
without them.

Marek’s closest comrade in the 
JFO was “Antek” Zuckerman. 

His memoir, A Surplus of 
Memory, is as powerful as Marek’s. 
But unlike Marek, who refused to 
live in Israel after the war, Antek 
went to live on the Ghetto Fighters’ 
Kibbutz in Israel.

There is a unique international 
socialist case for the liberation of 
Palestine.

This perspective sees a free 
Palestinian Arab majority 
welcoming its Holocaust survivors, 
and the generations that have 
followed them, as equal citizens in 
their country.

Marek Edelman died earlier this 
century. He remained steadfast in 
his views until his dying day.

One of his last public acts was 
to declare the solidarity of the 
Jewish Fighting Organisation and 
the Warsaw Ghetto resistance with 
the Palestinian fighters for the 
liberation of their homeland.

Anti-Zionist author John Rose

On the Jewish Problem, 
Leon Trotsky  
bit.ly/1NOO1kZ

The Problem of the Middle 
East, Tony Cliff  
bit.ly/1WCtwJL

Ten reasons to oppose 
Zionism bit.ly/1SUYjPC

Is the left to blame for 
antisemitism?  
bit.ly/1rN8htE

Antisemitism accusations—
an attempt to smear anti-
Zionists bit.ly/24iuj8M

The Myths of Zionism by 
John Rose, £12.  
Available from Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. Go 
to bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk or phone 020 7637 
1848

Read more about Israel and Zionism

KEN LIVINGSTONE has come under attack from the right who are out to hurt the left at any cost

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DON’T BE SILENCED BY 
THE RIGHT’S ASSAULT

 S
OCIALIST Worker 
went to press before 
this week’s elections. 
But we can virtually 
guarantee the Tories’ and 

media’s spin after the votes are 
counted—“Crisis for Corbyn”.

They have already set out 
illusory targets that Labour 
“must” achieve to avoid calls for 
Corbyn’s head. Journalists will 
scour for evidence that voters 
have “rejected the left”.

The smears that Labour “has an 
antisemitism problem” are partly 
driven by the hope that they will 
scare away voters.

Right wing Labour MPs John 
Mann, Liz Kendall, Michael Dugher, 
Ian Austin and Wes Streeting act 
as if they’d rejoice at a bad result 
for Labour to harm Corbyn. 

Yet Corbyn often compromises 
with them.

Much of the commentary 
around the elections is froth. We 
should not forget the depth of the 
Tories’ splits. 

These will only get worse after 
the election’s gagging effect has 
gone and the European Union 
referendum becomes the focus.  

David Cameron still has to 
push through austerity on the 
basis of a majority of 12. Retreats 

and defeats in recent weeks show 
the government cannot easily ride 
out real opposition.

In any case Labour’s problems 
go much deeper than eight 
months of Corbyn could shift. 

Labour lost Scotland due to 
the policies of Tony Blair, Gordon 
Brown and Ed Miliband—and 
its anti-independence campaign 
alongside the Tories.

It was under Blair that Labour’s 
national vote fell by five million 
between 1997 and 2010. The 
party’s love affair with big business 
and the Iraq war drove away 
supporters. Corbyn has doubled 
Labour’s membership. 

Unfortunately even if Labour 
does win in some places, it may 

not help Corbyn in the longer 
term.

The London mayoral election 
is the single most high-profile 
contest this week.  We hope 
that Tory Zac Goldsmith’s 
Islamophobia fails and Sadiq Khan 
wins.

But Khan is a strongly  
pro-business figure who 
celebrates the increased number 
of London’s billionaires and 
distances himself from Corbyn. 

The key task for socialists, 
whether inside Labour or not, is 
to build the strikes, protests and 
struggles that can give workers 
confidence to hurl back the 
Tories’ assault.

We need more solidarity with 
the junior doctors, a campaign of 
defiance against the new  
anti-union laws and teachers’ 
strikes to smash the academies 
plan. 

We need resistance against 
racism, pressure to force 
Cameron to let in more refugees, 
and support across the trade 
unions for the 18 June convoy to 
Calais.

We need a fightback in the 
workplaces and the streets to 
stop the Tory millionaires, racists 
and hypocrites.                

RACISM’S CUTTING EDGE
 AFTER KEN Livingstone’s 

suspension from Labour 
last week, Jeremy Corbyn 

said, “We are not tolerating 
antisemitism in any way or indeed 
any other kind of racism.”

He was then attacked for not 
condemning antisemitism by itself. 

Corbyn was accused of 
subscribing to a “hierarchy of 
racism”.

 This says that antisemitism 
is not as bad as other forms of 
racism such as Islamophobia.

Racism doesn’t have a 

“hierarchy”—all of its forms must 
be vigorously fought. But it does 
have a cutting edge.

Antisemitism has deep roots, 
but the main targets for racists 
today are Muslims and migrants. 

Islamophobia 
The Tories, most of the media 
and some of the Labour Party’s 
right wing MPs keep quiet on 
Islamophobia and anti-migrant 
racism. 

But if Islamophobia and racism 
against migrants and refugees 

goes unchallenged other forms of 
racism, such as antisemitism, can 
grow in their wake.

So there is no opposition 
between fighting Islamophobia, 
defending migrants and refugees 
and confronting antisemitism.

That’s why it’s right for the left 
to insist that fighting Islamophobia 
and defending migrants should 
not be separated from resistance 
to antisemitism. 

And it’s also why Corbyn was 
right to condemn all forms of 
racism.

We hope that Tory 
Zac Goldsmith’s 
Islamophobia 
fails and Sadiq 
Khan wins

‘‘ 
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Labour witch hunt 
has a dual purpose
WHAT’S DRIVING the Labour right’s assault on Jeremy 
Corbyn over antisemitism—sheer opportunism or 
ideology? Certainly the former. Even BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme briefly took time off from feeding the 
frenzy over Ken Livingstone’s remarks to concede that 
“Livingstone is a proxy for Corbyn”.

The game plan is obvious. Brand Corbyn and the Labour 
left as antisemites, sabotage Labour’s campaign in this 
week’s elections and then stage a coup. The fact that all this 
is letting David Cameron off the hook when the Tories are 
suffering their worst crisis for 20 years is an irrelevance.

But the virulence of the assault suggests that it isn’t pure 
tactics. Support for Israel has become a badge of identity of 
the Labour right. Compared to Israel’s early years, this marks 
a reversal. It was the Labour left that strongly supported 
Israel.

The subsequent shift indicates New Labour’s subservience 
to US imperialism, to which Israel became increasingly 
important after the late 1960s. Tony Blair sharpened the 
dividing line by flaunting his support for both the “war on 
terror” and Israel. 

By contrast Tony Benn, Corbyn, and Livingstone rallied a 
weakened Labour left in support of the anti-war movement 
and in solidarity with the Palestinians.

So from a Zionist perspective Corbyn’s election as Labour 
leader was a disaster. It came against the background of the 
growing international Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement and deep popular revulsion at the savagery 
of successive Israeli assaults on Gaza.

Indeed, attempts to equate anti-Zionism with 
antisemitism long predate Corbyn’s election as Labour 
leader. Remember the media campaign to portray the mass 
demonstrations of solidarity with Gaza in summer 2014 
as anti-Jewish on the basis of a tiny and unrepresentative 
handful of placards?

Purpose
But, at a time when the Tories’ divisions over Brexit were 
lending strength to Corbyn’s anti-austerity stance, the 
accusation that he is soft on antisemitism serves a double 
purpose. It is both to prepare for his overthrow and make 
Labour safe again for Zionism. 

In this context, Livingstone walked into a trap. Of course, 
he has taken an exemplary anti-racist stance over many 
decades. What he said on Radio London wasn’t antisemitic. 
But it was ill-judged.

Livingstone’s standard technique of responding to attacks 
with provocations badly rebounded this time.

The key argument with Labour’s pro-Israel wing isn’t 
about obscure historical controversies around various Zionist 
factions’ dealings with different wings of the Nazi regime 
during the 1930s.

It is that there is nothing antisemitic about condemning 
the mass dispossession of the Palestinians and the atrocities 
continually committed by the Israeli Defence Forces. 

This is the high ground where the Zionists are weak and 
on the defensive. The anti-imperialist left should stick to it. 

The election of a principled socialist as leader of the 
Labour Party was an incredible victory for this left. Now 
our enemies are trying to reverse it. Notice also the way 
both the Blairites and the Tories constantly cite cases where 
Labour figures, such as Corbyn or Sadiq Khan, have shared 
platforms with political Muslims. They claim this supports 
the accusation of them being soft on antisemitism.

So this campaign is part of the broader Islamophobic 
offensive being pressed by the Tory government. A great 
achievement of the anti-war movement was the alliance it 
built between the secular left and political Muslims. 

This offered a progressive and internationalist way 
of challenging imperialism as an alternative to Islamist 
terrorism. The establishment now aims to drive Muslims 
back into submission and silence. 

Faced with this onslaught, we should not offer 
unnecessary provocations. But it’s essential to defend the 
right of socialists and anti-imperialists to criticise Israel and 
oppose Zionism. 

There’s a real danger that, in their seemingly endless 
adjustments to pressure from the right, Corbyn—and 
especially John McDonnell—may lose sight of this.

SOME 30,000 people joined a solidarity memorial in Liverpool last week 

Hillsborough campaigners 
call for cops to be punished
by SADIE ROBINSON

SOUTH YORKSHIRE Police 
(SYP) is in crisis following 
the Hillsborough inquests.

A jury last week found that 
96 fans who died as a result 
of the 1989 football disas-
ter were unlawfully killed. 
Former SYP chief superinten-
dent David Duckenfield could 
face prosecution.

SYP chief constable David 
Crompton was suspended last 
week following the inquest 
decisions. Deputy chief con-
stable Dawn Copley took his 
place. But she stood down 
hours  later after it emerged 
she had been accused of “cor-
rupt practice” while with 
Greater Manchester Police.

Lies
Crompton’s  suspension 
was due to an “erosion of 
trust”. He apologised over 
Hillsborough in 2012. Yet the 
force appeared to have gone 
back on this with SYP lawyers 
dredging up old lies about 
fans during the inquests.

And in a statement after the 
inquests SYP said its failings 
“had to be put into the context 
of other contributory factors”. 
It did not say what these were.

Mark George QC was one 
of the barristers representing 
22 families in the inquests. 
He told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
good that Crompton has been 
suspended. But we’re calling 
for him to be sacked.”

Sheila Coleman from the 

Hillsborough Justice Campaign 
(HJC) agreed. “The suspen-
sion is a sop to public opinion 
to make it look like they are 
doing something,” she said.

“When the establishment 
is caught out, it very quickly 
reorganises to protect its own.”

Crompton previously called 
those campaigning for justice 
over Hillsborough liars. In an 
email he whined that cam-
paigners’ “version of certain 
events has become the truth 
even though it isn’t!!”

The email was sent days 
before an independent panel 
reported on the disaster. 

Crompton talked of police pre-
paring what “amounts to the 
case for the defence”.

The cops continue to defend 
themselves.

SYP did a “good job” in 
the 1980s according to an 
organisation for retired offic-
ers. Rick Naylor, secretary of 
the South Yorkshire National 
Association of Retired Police 
Officers, posted a message on 
the group’s website.

Disaster
It said, “There were many 
examples of outstanding 
actions and selflessness by 
police officers” on the day of 
the Hillsborough disaster. 

“You did a good job.”
The claim came the day 

after thousands took to the 
streets of Liverpool to com-
memorate victims of the dis-
aster—and it added to the fury 
among survivors, families and 
campaigners.

“Did a good job for who?” 
asked Sheila. “Maybe they did 
for their masters. They cer-
tainly didn’t for the public. To 
try and protect the force after 
the inquest’s decisions is a fur-
ther indication that nothing 
has really altered.

“The HJC calls on those 
senior officers who were 
involved in the Hillsborough 
scandal to lose their pensions 
with immediate effect.”

Offshore crash kills 13
A HELICOPTER carrying 
13 offshore workers 
crashed in Norway last 
Friday killing all onboard. 
The tragedy underlined 
the dangers faced daily 
by offshore workers.

It emerged that 
the aircraft had its 
maintenance servicing 
delayed twice. Safety 
critical maintenance is 
being cut back in the 
industry as bosses seek 
to drive down conditions 
and maintain profits, 
creating even more 
dangerous conditions.

Without a fightback, 
more workers’ lives will 
be sacrificed for the 

profits of big oil.
In recent years a 

number of helicopter 
crashes involving Super 
Puma helicopters have 
seen growing calls for 
them to be taken out of 
service. 

The British and 
Norwegian civil aviation 
authorities have 
grounded EC-225 Super 
Puma helicopters—the 
model involved in the 
crash. 

Almost 13,000 people 
signed a petition calling 
for the model to be 
removed from service in 
just three days.
Raymie Kiernan

On other pages
Hillsborough, cops and 
cover-ups  >>Pages 14&15

SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon had 
no qualms last week posing with
the paper that smeared fans
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Now step up the support for 
crucial junior doctors’ battle
Protests across England added to the momentum of last week’s strike, showing that junior 
doctors can win when they link up with other trade unionists, says  Tomáš Tengely-Evans
TORY HEALTH secretary Jeremy 
Hunt was rocked by two solid 
junior doctors’ walkouts last 
week. It’s time to press home the 
advantage. 

Across England the picket lines 
were bigger than during the last 
strikes and solidarity poured in from 
trade unionists and campaigners. 

Hunt hoped he could isolate and 
intimidate the doctors as they with-
drew emergency cover. In fact the 
consultants covered for emergen-
cies, and more junior doctors took 
part in the strike. 

A poll showed 57 percent of the 
public backed the doctors’ action, 
41 percent of them “strongly”. 

Sarah Hallet sits on the British 
Medical Association’s (BMA) junior 
doctors’ committee. She said, “It 
was as well, if not better, supported 
than the previous industrial action.

“We were happy to take part in 
the action because we knew that 
consultants would look after our 
patients.”

Even NHS bosses were forced 
to admit that nearly 80 percent of 
junior doctors downed scalpels on 
both days.

Support was key to keeping their  
confidence up in the face of right 
wing propaganda about the “full 
walkout” putting patients’ lives at 
risk. 

Danny, a junior doctor at 
Homerton Hospital in east London, 
said, “It’s clear that the public is 
fully behind it, which has bolstered 
junior doctors. 

“The more stubborn Hunt 
is becoming, the angrier we’re 
becoming.”

Solidarity
Across England there was a sense of 
growing participation and solidar-
ity. At the Royal Victoria Infirmary 
in Newcastle spirits were high as 
nurses and consultants brought sup-
port to the picket line. 

Doctors were talking about esca-
lating to continuous action.

The strike was solid at Trafford 
General in Manchester—the first 
hospital to be run by the NHS, now 
under threat of closure.

In Lancaster supporters swelled 
the picket lines to around 40 people. 
Doctors were keen to hear from 
teachers who will soon be balloting 
for strikes and could join them in 
future walkouts.

At the University College Hospital 
(UCH) the picket lines were particu-
larly large because junior doctors 
and health workers systematically 
built the strike across the wards.

Some unions, such as the NUT 
teachers’ union, are beginning to 
offer practical solidarity. 

In Tower Hamlets in east London 
junior doctors and trade unionists 
built on their successful 1,500-
strong march during an earlier 
strike with lunchtime solidarity 
walkouts. 

These were called through a 
junior doctors’ support group, set up 
by BMA activists and others, after 
the last strike. 

Kambiz Boomla, a GP and BMA 
member in east London, told 
Socialist Worker, “We had seven 
events across the Tower Hamlets 
borough with a few hundred people 
taking part. 

“That’s more than we would have 
got if we’d had everyone march to 
the hospital.

“We have a network of BMA 
activists and then built it among 
shop stewards in other unions.”

The walkout was a sign of things 
shifting against the Tories. 

The BMA junior doctors’ commit-
tee will meet this weekend to con-
sider its next move. 

It must escalate the strikes further, 

reduce the time between each phase 
of the action, and demand wider 
support from trade unions—espe-
cially in the NHS.

The PCS and FBU unions have 
called on the TUC to organise a day 
of action for the junior doctors. 

Everyone should back the call. 
But the TUC leadership has so far 
failed to come out in support of 
such an initiative.

If the BMA made the call on the 
TUC it would be under more pres-
sure to back it. 

But we can’t wait for the TUC. 
Trade unionists must organise for 
solidarity with the junior doctors 
themselves, even if it is at first on a 
relatively modest scale. 

Every trade union must immedi-
ately build solidarity networks for 
the junior doctors.

STRIKERS RALLY at King’s College Hospital in south London Picture: chris James

Strikers and their 
supporters march
THOUSANDS OF junior doctors, 
teachers and strike supporters 
marched in London from 
the picket line at St Thomas’ 
Hospital opposite parliament to 
Downing Street on Tuesday of 
last week.

The demonstration was 
organised by the London region 
of the NUT teachers’ union and 
the British Medical Association 
(BMA) in London.

The demo came at the end of 
the junior doctors’ first ten-hour 
“full walkout”. 

It was a mass show of strength 
and solidarity—and there was a 
real sense that the tide is turning 
against the Tories. 

Anna, a junior doctor at St 
Thomas’, told Socialist Worker, 
“We need to look at what the 
Tory agenda is—it’s privatisation. 
The public need to support us in 
order to challenge it.”

Pressure
Labour’s Jeremy Corbyn and 
John McDonnell led the demo.

This was despite pressure 
from the Labour right for them 
to stay away.

It was important that Corbyn 
and McDonnell were there. 

But there are continuing 
divisions in Labour.

Shadow health secretary Heidi 
Alexander has been trying to 
broker a deal that would have 
halted the strikes and seen the 
dangerous contract “trialled”. 

PCS union general secretary 
Mark Serwotka told the 
demonstration, “Imagine what 
it would be like if every union 
in Britain mobilised to show 
solidarity for the junior doctors.”

That’s what we need to see 
turned into reality.

Hunt is there for the taking—
now’s the time to deliver the key 
blow against him.

Solidarity in Tower Hamlets

McDonnell and Corbyn on the demo
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Rage at new labour law burns 
in streets as cops run amok
by DAVE SEWELL

AS FRENCH MPs debate a new 
law attacking workers’ rights, the 
Labour-type government is dig-
ging in its heels against the new 
“Nuit Debout” movement.

Police kettled and then violently 
attacked the annual trade union 
march for May Day in Paris last 
Sunday.

Children were tear gassed and 
protesters beaten in unprecedented 
repression for a march that usually 
passes peacefully. 

That night cops broke up the gen-
eral assembly of protesters in the 
Place de la Republique square.

It comes as the use of “flash-
balls”—rubber grenades that cops 
often aim at the face—have caused 
increasingly severe injuries.

Jean-Francois, a 20 year old 
geography student in the western 
town of Rennes, lost an eye after 
cops shot him last Thursday.

A classmate said, “There was 
blood gushing and gushing and 
that’s when we realised he was 
losing his eye.”

There have been many calls for 
the weapons to be banned.

Jean-Luc Melenchon is a left wing 
opposition candidate in next year’s 
presidential election. He warned, 
“The way things are going someone 
is going to be killed.”

Embarrassingly for the govern-
ment, interior minister Bernard 
Cazeneuve had to delay a speech in 
Lyon after a stray tear gas canister 
was shot into the town hall where 
he was due to speak. Cazeneuve is 
the minister responsible for police.

But the violence hasn’t stopped 
the protests.

Some 600,000 people took to the 
streets on Thursday of last week 
against the new Work Law. This 
is despite universities and many 

schools and colleges being shut for 
holidays.

Many were on strike. Workers, 
students and others blockaded 
roads and ports, including the 
Gennevilliers river port in Paris. 

Intervention
Strikers on the railways and in the 
entertainment sector have already 
taken direct action, linking up 
with students and the Nuit Debout 
 protesters.

And in a significant intervention 
Philippe Martinez, leader of the 
powerful CGT union federation, 
spoke out. 

He joined the thousands-strong 
“Nuit Debout” general assembly in 
Place de la Republique that evening.

This brought together two of the 
main poles of resistance to the new 
Work Law. 

The government wants to let 
bosses increase workers’ hours, sup-
posedly to tackle unemployment. 
Martinez argued that reducing the 
working week to 32 hours could 
create 4.5 million jobs.

He told protesters, “The ques-
tions of how we bring together our 
struggles and how we broaden the 
strikes go together.”

The crowd chanted, “general 
strike”.

“The CGT conference has called 
for continuous strikes everywhere 
that it’s possible—there’s no ambi-
guity there,” said Martinez. “But the 
question is how.”

It’s a question that could prove 
decisive. 

MPs began debating the bill amid 
fresh protests and are set to vote on 
it in two weeks’ time.

The government is already 
expected to use emergency meas-
ures to push it through parliament 
without a vote.

Even normally loyal MPs in the 
Labour-type Socialist Party fear they 
will lose their seats at the next elec-
tion if they back the bill.

And a survey last week shows 
seven out of ten people across the 
political spectrum now believe “class 
struggle is a reality in France”. 

Deepening the strikes could lead 
to an important victory in that 
struggle.

BACK STORY
What does the new employment 
law mean for workers?
lIt would make it much easier 
for bosses to fire workers with 
almost no notice
lBosses say that the law is 
about increasing employment 
but it is about attacking workers
lMillions of people have joined 
protests and strikes against the 
law so far
lMajor trade union federations 
are planning to step up action 
against the law—and there 
could be widespread strikes and 
protests

GREECE

EU and bankers demand more pain
THE EUROPEAN Union (EU) 
and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) are demanding yet 
more austerity in Greece.

They want to punish it for 
missing the impossible targets 
they have set.

Greece’s government, led by 
left party Syriza, has already 
pushed through massive cuts 
and privatisations in exchange 
for Greece’s third bailout.

Unions promise a 48-hour 
general strike as soon as a 
planned pension reform reaches 
parliament.

In a repeat of last year, the 
cash-strapped government is 
having to raid pension funds to 

pay wages.
The extreme sacrifices forced 

on Greek workers to pay for the 
bankers’ crisis have now wiped 
out the country’s deficit. 

But that’s not enough for its 
creditors.

They want a 3.5 percent 
budget surplus by next year.

This means the government 
would have to receive in tax far 
more than it spends.

No one thinks this is 
possible. So the EU and IMF are 
demanding another £2.8 billion 
of “contingency” cuts are passed 
through parliament now so they 
can be made quickly when the 
target is missed.

Syriza rightly refuses. It hopes 
that if it calls their bluff they will 
offer debt relief.

But this is a repeat of the 
strategy that failed last year.

Meanwhile, both Spain and 
Portugal could face big fines 
within weeks after breaking EU 
deficit rules by not making cuts 
fast enough. 

The European Commission 
is expected to offer them more 
time rather than spread the 
deepening Greek crisis.

The prospect of a new 
standoff over its enforcement 
of austerity at the same time as 
the referendum in Britain is a 
nightmare for EU rulers.

MAY DAY—riot cops are clamping down on the ‘Nuit Debout’ movement and protests against the Work Law Picture: KwiKwaju/flicKr

GERMANY

Mass arrests at AfD protest
UP TO 2,000  
anti-racists 
demonstrated outside 
the conference of 
far right party AfD 
in the German city 
of Stuttgart last 
Saturday. Police 
arrested 600 people 
to stop them blocking 
the entrance.

Protesters chanted 
“Refugees can stay—
Nazis out”. 

The AfD has called 
for migrants crossing 
German borders to be 
shot, and has links to 
Nazi organisations.

Though founded 
as a Eurosceptic 
party, the AfD 
increasingly focuses 
on overt racism 
against refugees—and 
particularly against 
Muslims. 

Its conference 
voted to harden its 
Islamophobia.

“Islam is foreign 
to us and for that 
reason it cannot 
invoke the principle 
of religious freedom 
to the same degree 
as Christianity,” 
said Hans-Thomas 

Tillschneider, recently 
elected to the 
Saxony-Anhalt state 
parliament, to loud 
applause.
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Tax scam Cam 
is repugnant
SUSAN BRUCE (Letters, 
20 April) suggests that 
Cameron hasn’t done 
anything wrong by 
benefiting from offshore 
holdings. 

But wholesale 
evasion of tax while 
our public services are 
being starved of cash is 
morally repugnant. 

If the law allows it 
then the law is wrong 
too. Whether he has 
actually done anything 
illegal is not the point. 

Dave Ramsden
Bradford 

Where’s BHS 
money gone?
THE £571 million “black 
hole” in British Home 
Stores’ pension fund 
is one reason for its 
bankruptcy. Where has 
this money gone? 

Speculation and 
shadow banking siphon 
cash from the real 
economy to private 
equity and the rich. 

So, one could look 
to the likes of Retail 
Acquisitions, who bought 
BHS for £1 last year and 
immediately milked it for 
several million. Is this a 
racket, or what?

Dermot Smyth
Chesterfield

Hunt told the 
truth for once
JEREMY HUNT has 
been saying this might 
be his last “big job” in 
politics. Possibly the 
most truthful he’s been 
in a while.

Su Budge
on Facebook

Press beyond 
parody now
IT IS beyond parody 
that the same media 
which has spent decades 
spreading racist poison 
against migrants and 
refugees now accuses 
the Labour Party of 
a “problem” with 
antisemitism.   

Sasha Simic
East London

Now it’s time 
for justice
THE STRENGTH and 
financial cost the 
battle for justice must 
have taken on the 
Hillsborough families 
is immense. I respect 
their spirit fighting for 
the truth 100 percent. 
Justice must follow.

Tina Martin
on Facebook

Hillsborough families show 
why we should never give up 
I FEEL really sad for the families of 
the 96 killed at Hillsborough, 
having to go through 27 years of 
smears and lies. But they 
continued to fight and the top cop 
finally admitted he lied.

He could have said that 27 years 
ago, or ten years ago, and saved 
those families all that suffering. 

And then there’s the millions of 
pounds of our money that’s gone 
into the inquiries.

David Duckenfield was 
responsible for killing 96 people 
and he’s got to live with that for 
the rest of his life. I hope he rots 
in hell.

When I was growing up my 
mother used to tell me that the 
police were there to protect us. 

But later I found out they really 

protect the state and the rich. 
If someone tried to break into 

my house tomorrow and someone 
tried to break into Buckingham 
Palace their response would be 
different, wouldn’t it?

“Thatcher’s boot boys,” we used 
to call South Yorkshire Police 
during the 1984-5 Miners’ Strike. 

The people who got done for 
Hillsborough were those same 
bastards who were bashing our 
heads when we went to shut down 
the coking plant at Orgreave 
during the strike. 

You don’t go to watch football 
and expect to get killed.

At Orgreave there were 88 
miners arrested, beaten and 
battered. I witnessed the police’s 
brutality and their contempt for 

working class people first hand. 
I was in Orgreave with many of 

my fellow strikers.
We didn’t go to riot yet the 

police launched a vicious assault 
on us—they led us to the 
slaughter.

Eventually the truth will come 
out.

It’s not just about Orgreave. It’s 
about the actions of the cops and 
the state throughout the strike.

There were 11,000 miners 
arrested during the strike. Whole 
mining villages were put under 
state occupation.

But the Hillsborough families 
show us why we should never give 
up fighting for justice.

Norman Strike
Essex

Junior 
doctors 
can win
LAST WEEK I joined a 
group of junior doctors 
on a “save our NHS” 
open-top bus tour 
through London during 
their strike.

We chanted, leafleted, 
and made speeches on the 
megaphone and gained a 
lot of attention. 

The reaction from 
people was 
overwhelmingly positive. 

We then went to 
Westminster to join the 
huge march against Tory 
Jeremy Hunt’s dangerous 
new contract. 

It was a pleasure to be 
part of something that 
showed the doctors just 
how much support they 
have. 

As a nurse, I stand in 
complete solidarity with 
the doctors. 

I believe this contract 
was created in order to 
break down the NHS, so 
the Tories can fully 
privatise our health care 
system.

And if they defeat the 
junior doctors, then 
they’ll come for the rest 
of us.

That’s why we need to 
see other health workers’ 
unions ballot their 
members and join the 
struggle against Hunt’s 
plan to attack us all.

It really is everybody’s 
fight. We have to all stand 
together to save our NHS. 

You can see that junior 
doctors are rapidly 
becoming more 
knowledgeable, 
courageous and strong, 
and that so much support 
is out there for them. 

If we continue to stand 
together, we can win this 
fight.

Annie Jones
South London

 It’s right to work with others for Lexit
LAST MONTH another 
400 refugees drowned in 
the Mediterranean trying 
to reach Italy. 

It was a direct 
consequence of the 
European Union’s (EU) 
determination to keep 
people fleeing war and 
persecution out of 
Europe.

So it’s more than a 
little strange that Jim 
Nichol (Letters, 27 April) 
should criticise a Lexit 
leaflet that supports 
refugees and which is 
trying to build an  

anti-racist, 
internationalist campaign 
for leaving the EU.

As Jim knows, any 
broad based campaign is 
a compromise. 

The 
Socialist  
Workers Party 
is one of the 
very few 
organisations in 
Britain that 
opposes all 
immigration 
controls. 

Socialist 
Worker 

should continue to 
campaign for open 
borders and against the 
scapegoating of Muslims.

It should also work 
with others on the 
left to campaign for 
a vote for leaving 
the EU based on 
opposition to 
austerity and 
racism.

Bob Fotheringham
Glasgow

For more details 
about the Lexit 
campaign see 
leftleave.org

Sheku Bayoh’s family 
still needs answers 
ON 3 May it is the anniver-
sary of the killing of Sheku 
Bayoh, a young black man 
from Kirkcaldy in Fife. 

Sheku was walking home 
in broad daylight when 
police arrived. Within 
minutes he had died from 
asphyxiation, with at least 
two police with a combined 
weight of over 40 stone on 
top of him. 

There were injuries all 
over his body, and chemical 
spray, hand and ankle cuffs 
were used. The nine police 

involved were put in a 
room together at the police 
station. For over 30 days 
they refused to answer 
questions. 

One was exposed by his 
own family as a violent 
man and a racist. The STUC 
has reaffirmed support for 
the Justice for Sheku Bayoh 
campaign. Let’s hope 
Hillsborough opens the 
door to all families who 
demand the truth.

Lici Kopiej
Kirkcaldy

Just a 
thought...
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Few would have pictured museum and gallery workers 
in the front line of struggle in Wales. But with an 
all-out strike beginning last week these low paid 
staff are exhibiting a new wave of an old tradition, 
reports Nick Clark

M
OST PEOPLE have 
n eve r  b e e n  o n  
all-out strike. For 
We lsh  ex-miner 
Peter Broome, this 
is the second time.

“In 1984 we stayed out for a year,” 
he told Socialist Worker. “This is 
nothing to us.”

Peter is one of the ex-miners who 
run the Big Pit National Coal Museum 
in South Wales. He’s also one of the 
PCS union members from across 
Wales who are on indefinite strike to 
stop a serious attack on pay.

National Museum Wales bosses 
want to steal between £2,000 and 
£3,000 a year from workers by scrap-
ping weekend premium payments. 
When they announced the plan two 
years ago, ex-miners at the Big Pit 
knew they had to fight back.

“We’re workers—don’t push us too 
far,” said Peter. “When the director 
general David Anderson came to the 
Big Pit two years ago I stood up and 
said, we’ll fight you all the way.”

The weekend premiums are no 
luxury. For many low paid museum 
workers, they’re a lifeline.

Karen works at the National 
Museum Cardiff. She said, “We only 
get one Sunday off in every three, so 
we’re facing a massive cut in monthly 
income. More than £200 for me.

“It’s pretty much my food money 
for the month really. I’ve got a mort-
gage, I’ve got bills and it’s not the best 
paid job to start with.”

Peter added, “We’re fighting for 
the lowest paid. There aren’t many 
ex-miners left. Losing the premium 
payments won’t really affect us as 
much because we’re at the age when 
we’ve got family grown up.

“But there are people working 
with us who need the premium to 
live. We’re from one of the poorest 
parts of Europe really. The cleaners 
have to work on weekends to make 
up their money. Yet they’re telling 
them they’re taking £2,000 off them.”

For some workers, the fight is 
about more than just money. It’s 
about respect and being properly 
compensated for having to give up 
time with family, as Mike from the 
National Museum Cardiff explained.

“I work every Saturday, so I hardly 
ever get to see my two young daugh-
ters,” he said. “It’s awful. Every week 
they’re crying, saying are you not off 
today daddy? I have to say no, I’m 
sorry, and come into work.

“I’m going into work with tears in 
my eyes. I’m not even joking. And 
now I’m not even getting paid prop-
erly for it. At least I could pay for a 
better life for them. Three grand is a 
lot of money.”

He added, “The thing that hurts 
the most is that none of the managers 
work weekends, so they have no pay 
cut. They haven’t sacrificed anything.

“Management have picked on the 
lowest paid and made no sacrifice 
themselves to make savings.”

David Davies from the St Fagans 
National History Museum agreed. He 
said, “It’s the worst of the market force 

analysis that says that Monday to 
Friday is exactly the same as Saturday 
and Sunday. Which of course it’s not.

“If it were, management would 
work weekends as well. There’s a 
false premise behind it. Management 
want the very cheapest workforce 
they can get.”

Museum bosses have tried using a 
number of dirty tricks to undermine 
the strike. When workers announced 
they were stepping up their fight ear-
lier this month, bosses accused them 
of breaking an agreement reached at 
the Acas conciliation service.

But PCS branch vice chair Geraint 
Parfitt said that wasn’t true. “We went 
into Acas talks, and they basically 
broke the Acas agreement,” he said.

“The agreement with Acas was 
that we would ballot, which we did, 
that they would be looking at reduc-
ing our weekend working, and that 
they would arrange meetings by 
January for that. It never happened.”

Geraint said bosses offered a 
“buyout”—a lump sum in return for 
the weekend premiums.

“They said they would have eve-
rybody’s individual buyout figures 
by 8 January,” he said. “Nobody had 
them by 8 January. So they broke 
the Acas agreement there. And now 
they’ve given us a worse offer.”

Workers began their all-out strike 
on Thursday of last week. At that 
point the bosses’ latest offer included 
a lump sum worth roughly two years’ 
premiums as “compensation”.

Geraint said, “They’re offering 

We only get one 
Sunday off in every 
three, so we’re facing 
a massive cut in 
monthly income. 
More than £200 for 
me. It’s pretty much 
my food money for the 
month really. I’ve got 
a mortgage, I’ve got 
bills and it’s not the 
best paid job to start 
with
Karen
National Museum Cardiff
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   RESISTANCE
£4,000. But by the time I retire 

losing the premiums would cost me 
£56,000, which is what’s left on my 
mortgage”.

Bosses have demanded that they 
sign up to the deal by 20 May. If they 
won’t, they face dismissal and re-
engagement on the new contracts.

Workers have even had to attend 
individual “consultations” with bosses 
to make them sign.

“I’ve no deep understanding of 
contract law, but that’s not right,” 
said David. “You can’t do that. That’s 
exactly what they’re doing to the 
junior doctors in England. It’s impos-
ing the contract and saying, stuff you. 
If you don’t like it, go.

“When you actually put that to 

people who are vulnerable anyway 
in terms of their economic status, 
that’s not collective bargaining—
that’s collective bullying. It’s fright-
ening people.”

Unfortunately bullying is not 
unusual at the National Museum in 
Cardiff, Mike explained.

“There was a survey taken by the 
museum itself last year,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “It said 22 percent 
of workers had been bullied or har-
assed and 29 percent had witnessed 
bullying.

“This was almost a year ago and 
there’s been nothing done. A few 
people have been on a dignity at work 
course, but the bullying still goes on.”

Bosses are making the nasty 

atmosphere in Cardiff worse by using 
“pool” workers to break the strike. 
In the past the pool was made up of 
retired workers and others who could 
be called on to cover for sick full 
timers. Now it seems that bosses are 
using the pool to change the nature of 
the workforce.

“The new starters there are on zero 
hours contracts,” said Mike. “That’s 
what they’re trying to do—they’re 
trying to bring in everyone on zero 
hour contracts.

“They ring up someone from the 
pool who’s only working two or three 
days a week. If they say, no I’m not 
coming in because of the strike, then 
they won’t be called again. So it ends 
up with the pool undermining us.”

D
ESPITE ALL this, the 
strikers aren’t backing 
down—and bosses show 
signs of wavering. Last 
week they claimed there 
was not enough money 

to keep paying the premiums.
The strike brought them back to 

the negotiating table in under a day. 
And the Welsh Labour Party, which 
runs the Welsh Assembly that funds 
the museums, has finally been made 
to say it will act.

Geraint and other PCS officials 
met with Welsh first minister Carwyn 
Jones on day one of the strike. 

After the meeting Geraint went to 
a strike rally where he told strikers, 
“Jones told us that after the election 
the government will step in. This has 
gone on too long, he said.”

This is welcome news from a 
Welsh Labour Party that had previ-
ously tried to wash its hands of the 
strike. But it’s not clear whether 
“stepping in” will mean coming in on 
the strikers’ side.

And some strikers said Jones’ con-
fidence that Labour will still control 
the Welsh Assembly showed he takes 
people’s votes for granted.

Many more asked why Jones can’t 
intervene before the strike—or why 
he has never intervened over the past 
two years. David said, “Who’s respon-
sible for funding the museums? The 
Welsh Assembly, which has done 
absolutely nothing.

“Their argument has been that 
the museums are managed at arm’s 
length. Well they must have very 
long arms, because they haven’t been 
within sight of what’s going on at all.”

Peter agreed. “I’ve been a Labour 
supporter all my life,” he said. “I’m 
from Merthyr Tydfil where they had 
the first ever Labour MP, Keir Hardie. 
And I’m very close to voting Plaid 
Cymru in the Welsh elections for the 
first time.

“We’ve asked the Labour govern-
ment to intervene with this. And 
they’ve done nothing. That’s the big-
gest disappointment to me.”

Peter explained how fighting 
the bosses’ attack has helped to 
strengthen the union in the museums.

“Mr Anderson has been brought 
in to make cuts,” he said. “He saw 
an easy target because the union has 
been pretty weak. 

“But all of a sudden this has gone 
one step too far. We’ve got a good 
union here now. We are stronger 
than ever—it’s gelled everybody.”

But Peter also knows the all-out 
strike won’t be easy. Bosses’ threats 
to impose the contracts are intimidat-
ing. And there’s a danger that strik-
ers’ resolve could be weakened if 
there’s not enough money in the 
strike fund to keep them going.

That’s why every trade unionist—
and everyone else who supports  
the strikers—needs to do every-
thing they can to raise solidarity.

Peter said, “We need the unions 
to step up to the mark. We need the 
Labour government to step up to the 
mark and give us a hand. And we 

have to fight as well. We’ll be going 
out collecting money. 

“The junior doctors, good luck to 
them, have got strong support. We’d 
like that as well. With the public 
behind us, and the TUC and the unions 
behind us, we’ve got a good chance.

“I can tell you, we will stay out as 
long as it takes. We’re here to sup-
port the other workers. We’re miners 
at heart and we’re here to see them 
through. Mr Anderson is shaking a 
tiger by the tail.”
Donate to the strike fund: Unity Trust 
Bank, account Name: PCS Amgueddfa 
Cymru 107006 Branch, account 
Number: 2033182, sort code: 08-60-
01 Invite a striker to speak at your 
union meeting. Email PCS branch 
chair Neil Harrison at tubz1917@live.
com or branch secretary Peter Hill at 
dennishill20@hotmail.com

We’re fighting for the 
lowest paid. There 
aren’t many 
ex‑miners left. But 
there are people 
working with us who 
need the premium to 
live
Peter
Big Pit National Coal Museum

‘‘ 

STRIKERS FROM the Big Pit 
National Coal Museum in South 
Wales, with Peter sat at bottom  

Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

EXETER
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 19 May, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St David’s Hill,
EX4 3RG
GLASGOW
After the election— 
which way forward for 
the left in Scotland?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
St Stephen’s Parish Church,
260 Bath St,
G2 4JP
HUDDERSFIELD
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 15 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
MEDWAY
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room)
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NOTTINGHAM
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 18 May, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
PORTSMOUTH
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right?
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St,
PO5 4EY
ROTHERHAM
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
TELFORD
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
YORK
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right?
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Priory Street 
Community Centre,
15 Priory St,
YO1 6ET

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why don’t the trade 
unions unite and fight?
Thu 12 May, 6pm, 
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Can the privatisation of 
education be stopped?
Thu 12 May, 6.30pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
The 1916 Easter Rising— 
Ireland’s revolutionary 
tradition
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BOLTON
The Holocaust and 
how it was resisted
Thu 12 May, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Bad medicine—how 
the pursuit of profit 
wrecks our healthcare
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
The EU—a left case for exit
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
A rebel’s guide to Karl Marx
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY
How much can Corbyn 
change the Labour Party?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
A rebel’s guide to Karl Marx
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
CB2 Cafe,
5/7 Norfolk St,
CB1 2LD
CARDIFF
Where next after the 
Welsh elections?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
A Rebel’s Guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 19 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
Why are students and 
workers in France 
kicking off?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, 
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Do you need to be 
a revolutionary to 
get reforms?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET

COVENTRY
Is a socialist newspaper 
relevant in the digital age?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DERBY
Is the SNP a radical 
alternative?
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Hillsborough—a Tory 
and police cover up
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
Hillsborough—a Tory 
and police cover up
Wed 11 May, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
DY8 1EP
EDINBURGH
After the election— 
which way forward for 
the left in Scotland?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Is the left losing its 
momentum?
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Engels, the family, private 
property and the state
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St,
G42 7RA
HARLOW
Hillsborough—a Tory 
and police cover up
Thu 19 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Are we heading for another 
economic slump?
Wed 11 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
HULL
Are we heading for another 
economic slump?
Thu 19 May, 7.30pm, 
Relax Coffee House,
Newland Av, HU5 3BG

LANCASTER
Hillsborough—a Tory 
and police cover up
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The EU—a left case for exit
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Why we defend a woman’s 
right to choose
Thu 19 May, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Defending our children’s 
right to a democratic 
education
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
The EU—a left case for exit
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CAMDEN
Is opposing Israel 
antisemitic?
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Chadwick Building - G07,
University College London,
Gower St,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: EALING
Will the next world 
war start in Syria?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton, W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
of Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
The politics of mental health
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: KINGSTON
Academies and testing—
how can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Academies and testing—
how can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Is class relevant in 
the 21st century?
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Hillsborough—a Tory 
and police cover up
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure 
Centre (Room 2),
Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Antisemitism and 
racism today
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
The mass strike
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
After the elections—
where next for the fight 
against the Tories
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church,
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
The revolutionary politics 
of Antonio Gramsci
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Ireland’s election— 
political revolution?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Inspire,
747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
MEDWAY
The EU—a left case for exit
Thu 19 May, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Is opposing Israel 
antisemitic?
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
What are the roots of 
capitalist crisis?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Academies and testing—
how can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Is Bernie Sanders the 
US’s Jeremy Corbyn?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

POOLE
Nationalisation 
and socialism
Mon 16 May, 7.30pm, 
Globe Cafe,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
From council housing to 
generation rent— how can 
we solve the housing crisis?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St,
PO5 4EY
ROTHERHAM
Bernie Sanders—can there 
be a Red in the  White House?
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Auschwitz—why we 
say never again
Thu 12 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
What’s happening in 
Latin America?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
ST ALBANS
James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near 
St Albans City station),
AL1 3RD
SWANSEA
After Welsh Assembly 
elections—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Is the economy heading 
for a deepening crisis?
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
The war on drugs
Wed 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Stop the War Conference— 
a century of intervention 
in the Middle East
Sat 14 May, 11am, 
Midlands Institute,
9 Margaret St,
B3 3BS
LONDON
How we defeated zero 
hours contracts?
Sat 14 May, 3pm, 
Soas, WC1H 0XG
Lexit rally—the 
internationalist case 
against the EU
Wed 18 May, 7pm, 
Friends House,NW1 2BJ
Marxism Festival 2016— 
Ideas to change the world
Thu 30 June-Mon 4 Jul
Central London (venue tbc),
WC2N 5DN

Capitalism means racism, climate change, 
poverty and war

Is socialism 
possible?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC RALLIES

BIRMINGHAM & 
WEST MIDLANDS
Thu 26 May, 6.30pm, 
The Priory Rooms,  
40 Bull St,  
Birmingham,
B4 6AF

GREATER MANCHESTER 
& NORTH  WEST
Wed 25 May, 6.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Mount St,  
Manchester 
M2 5NS

LEEDS & WEST 
YORKSHIRE
Sat 21 May, 3pm, 
Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse 
Square, Leeds, 
LS3 1AD

LONDON: NORTH 
& NORTH EAST
Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 
Kurdish Community 
Centre, 11 Portland 
Gardens, Haringey, 
N4 1HU

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 8 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Karibu Centre,  
7 Gresham Rd,  
Brixton,
SW9 7PH

SHEFFIELD & 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Thu 19 May, 6pm, 
Central United 
Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St, 
Sheffield,
S1 2JB
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 Science fiction fans reject racism at Hugo awards
THE HUGO Awards are 
the most prestigious set of 
awards for science fiction 
and fantasy writing. 

In recent years they 
have been mired by 
controversy. 

This year racists 
organised to exclude black 
authors from the awards. 

Right wing writers 
organised factions to 
influence the outdated 
voting system to create 
white-only slates.

The factions proposed 
slates for 15 out of the 16 
categories.

Brad Torgersen, one 
of the faction organisers, 

argued that works 
nominated to the awards 
are “niche, academic, 
overtly to the left in 
ideology and flavour”.

This is really a right 
wing response to the 
opening up of the awards, 
and sci-fi more generally, 
to groups in society other 
than white men. 

Author
Sci-fi fans organised 
against the reactionaries. 

George RR Martin, 
author of A Song Of Ice 
and Fire which the TV 
series Game of Thrones 
is based on, said that 

this was a “gathering to 
defend the integrity of the 
Hugos”.   

A record 11,300 
registered to attend the 
World Science Fiction 
Convention where the 
awards are voted on. 
Almost 6,000 voted.

Running
Every single slate the 
factions proposed was 
voted down. In categories 
where faction slates were 
running unopposed fans 
voted for a “No Award”.

Donald Trump’s 
campaign appears to 
be giving confidence to 

reactionaries. Online 
campaigns like Gamergate 
are part of the same fight 
over what culture should 
look like.

George RR Martin 
expressed doubt that the 
Hugo Awards could be 
repaired after last year.  

But it seems as if  
anti-racists have put a stop 
to the carnival of reaction.

Laura J Mixon won the 
best fan writer award. She 
said, “I stand with people 
from marginalised groups 
who seek simply to be 
seen as fully human. 

“Black lives matter.”
Liam Currie

  Superheroes and the fight for 
competing visions of society
Captain America: Civil War asks, ‘Which side are you on?’ While neither side 
is appealing that doesn’t stop it being entertaining, writes Simon Guy
CAPTAIN AMERICA: Civil War is a 
superhero love-in. In a fight involv-
ing Spiderman, the line “everyone’s 
got a gimmick” sums up the chaos 
of the heroes battling it out for 
attention.

Marvel’s latest instalment is fan-
tastic visually, very entertaining and 
comes with mega production values. 

It echoes the US invasions of 
whichever country it wants. 

Violence causing violence and the 
consuming nature of revenge are the 
film’s dominating themes. But while 
criticisms of the political system are 
raised, they remain unresolved.

The main division is over whether 
the United Nations (UN) can have 
oversight over the Avengers.

This superhero team has stepped 
in repeatedly outside of the official 
channels to save the day from an oth-
erwise unstoppable threat.

Iron Man is willing to submit to this 
oversight. This is strange considering 
his hostile dealings with a US Senate 
committee. But he is confronted by 
the grief which the Avengers’ actions 
have caused.

Refuses 
Yet Captain America refuses, argu-
ing that the Avengers can only trust 
themselves to set their agenda. 

This is used as a justification for 
the antagonism between Iron Man 
and the Cap. But this antagonism is 
based on personal reasons, rather 
than the political issues the film 
raises. 

Captain America’s stand could be 
construed as him putting himself 
above democracy.

Yet this is in a cinematic uni-
verse where high level officials and  
powerful people have shown 

themselves to be corrupt. 
But this is not a theme which 

comes through in the film.
The US secretary of state is shady 

but never becomes a true villain. 
Martin Freeman is convincing as a 
UN bureaucrat who is seemingly just 
going by the book but is irrelevant to 
the story. 

At one point some of the charac-
ters question whether they should 
even be fighting each other. And the 
film retains the series’ ability to take 
the piss out of itself. 

You can’t help thinking this is 

a plot made to keep the franchise 
going. 

Each main character has a story 
about their “origins”. And they come 
together in the Avengers films and 
are thrust into common struggle 
against a formidable enemy.

In each film they have to over-
come real tensions in order to find 
the unity necessary to win. 

Each enemy finds ways to deepen 
divisions.

Opponent
In that sense Civil War is the culmina-
tion of these films, but the new oppo-
nent they face is fairly unknown.

This character is not really devel-
oped much. In amongst the chaos his 
motivations are secondary, except for 
being a product of the carnage left 
in the wake of the Avengers’ “kick-
ing ass”. 

This makes you think about “col-
lateral damage” left by military  
interventions in the real world.

In one sense, Captain America 
could encourage some to think there 
are and will always be those who are 
more terrifying than we can imagine.

 So we better build the baddest 
super soldiers to stop them. 

In another sense, he is someone  
struggling to hold together his team 
of militants. And this is all against the 
backdrop of a political system which 
is manipulated by agendas of the 
powerful. 

He represents the salvation of 
the system, but also the struggle  
against it.

Captain America—Civil War 
Directed by Joe Russo and  
Anthony Russo 
Out now

CAPTAIN AMERICA and Iron Man face off

George RR Martin

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  The EU—a left case for 
exit
Joseph Choonara

2  The Incomplete, 
True, Authentic, and 
Wonderful History of 
May Day
Peter Linebaugh

3  A Rebel’s Guide to 
James Connolly
Sean Mitchell

4 No Nonsense Guide to 
Rethinking Education
Adam Unwin and John Yandell 

5 1916—Ireland’s  
Revolutionary Tradition
Kieran Allen

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

MUSIC
Bitter lemons 
for racists
“BEYONCÉ WAS five years 
ago unrecognisable from the 
militant activist we see now. 
Then, she was at pains to be 
seen as an entertainer and 
musician and not as a black 
woman who sings.” 

So said Piers Morgan 
about Beyoncé’s latest music 
project, Lemonade. But why 
can’t she be both? 

Morgan’s nonsense is 
a reflection of a society 
where sellable music must 
be devoid of politics and 
meaning, artists are products 
to be sold and profit comes 
before creativity. 

The references to racial 
divisions and the oppression 
of black people in the album 
are very powerful.

Beyoncé sings about her 
own break up while exposing 
the deep-seated racism in 
US society.

The criticism towards her 
only affirms what we already 
know—capitalism has no 
place for strong black women 
who oppose its structures of 
oppression. 

Is it any wonder that the 
racists in society are getting 
scared as she uses her huge 
platform and influence to 
unravel this? 

The album is inspiring 
millions of people in a way 
that mainstream music 
hasn’t done in a long time. 

As with artists such as 
Kendrick Lamar, Beyoncé’s 
music is only getting better 
as it articulates anger at 
injustice.
Saba Shiraz
You can listen to the album for 
free at: bbc.in/1pyRrN4Captain America 

represents the 
salvation of the 
system and the 
fight against it

‘‘ 
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I
NQUESTS INTO the 
1989 Hillsborough 
disaster last week 
found that the 96 
fans who died as a 
result of the disaster 

were unlawfully killed. 
The jury found 

that a catalogue of 
police failures caused 
and contributed 
to the deaths. 

And after 27 years 
of smears against the 
fans, jurors found that 
they did not contribute 
to the disaster.

Mark George QC 
helped to represent 22 
families in the inquests. 
He spoke to Socialist 
Worker about why the 
inquests matter, what 
Hillsborough has revealed 
about the police, and why 
it’s worth fighting back.

 
What’s the significance of 
the Hillsborough inquests?
The inquest results are 
important because they 
bring in accountability. It’s 
the first time these people 
have been held  responsible 
for their failures. 

People in Liverpool will 
no doubt say for many years, 
“Look how long it took 
us—but even in our darkest 
hours we did not give up.” 

It’s a testament to 
them and it’s a testament 
to ordinary people.

The families of the 96 are 
not all working class, but 
many are. And they just dug 
in and could not be shifted. 

They’ve made the 
establishment bow down 
before them. It’s absolutely 
brilliant, a great result. 

It will undoubtedly inspire 
people. It’s like where 
you have a big industrial 
dispute and workers win. 

It makes everybody else 
think, “It does happen—you 
can do it.” Anything that helps 
to inspire people that struggle 
is not in vain is a good thing.

What has Hil lsborough 
shown about how police treat 
working class people and 
how they operate?
Hillsborough links right 
into the 1980s, the Battle of 
Orgreave and the 1984-85  
Miners’ Strike. 

The police, certainly 
under Margaret Thatcher, 
treated workers in all 
situations as scum. 

Football supporters were 
regarded as being as bad, 
if not worse, than trade 
unionists on picket lines. 

The police acted 
with impunity. 

They thought they’d 
never be brought to account 
and they weren’t.

One issue that’s been 
reignited by the Hillsborough 
inquests is Orgreave. 

There was a lack of 
accountability over it. Miners 
were wrongly put on trial for 
riot—and no police officer 
was ever investigated much 
less disciplined for it. 

After that the police 
felt, ‘We can do this 
whenever we like.’

When Hillsborough 
happened it was basically, 
get out their account about 
miners, scrub out references 
to striking miners, insert 
rioting Liverpool football 
fans and carry on.

They thought they would be 
able to seed the news agenda 
and lie about the position.

In the case of Orgreave they 
said miners threw bricks at 

them and they were defending 
themselves. With Hillsborough 
they immediately rushed 
out and said it was all these 
drunk, ticketless, late fans 
and asked how they were 
supposed to deal with that.

It was yet again a lie that 
they got away with at the time.

Do the Hillsborough inquests 
make demands for an inquiry 
into Orgreave stronger?
One consequence of the 
Hillsborough decisions is 

that the Orgreave campaign 
has received a huge boost. 

It’s a direct example 
of how the inquests 
have been a benefit to 
other groups fighting.

Any investigation 
into Orgreave would be 
incredibly political and 
inevitably involve an attack 
on Margaret Thatcher. 

The Tories obviously 
won’t want that.

But there is 
unfinished business. 

It’s not just that it’s the 
same police force—it’s the 
same tactics. What they did 
to Liverpool supporters they 
only did because they’d got 
away with it at Orgreave. 

It’s that connection that I 
think does merit an inquiry.

What are the chances of 
prosecutions following the 
inquest decisions?
In the current climate it’s 
probable that Hillsborough 
match commander David 
Duckenfield will get 
prosecuted for manslaughter. 

If you’d asked me 20 
years ago I’d have said not a 
chance. But people are being 
held to account more now.

Whether he gets to trial 
or is convicted is a different 
matter. But it would be 
hugely significant. 

It would be a really 
senior police officer being 
tried. We’ve never seen 
that before in our history.

There obviously was a 
cover-up too and there should 
be prosecutions over it. But 
I’m less sure there will be.

What about the real role 
of the police? They are  
supposed to be there to keep 
us safe and fight crime...
It doesn’t cut much mustard 
does it? I take the view that 
the job of the police is to 
protect the capitalist system. 

They try to keep law and 
order because generally 
speaking disorder is 
not beneficial to trade 
and commerce. 

And when they come up 
against the proles they just 
see it as an opportunity to 
break out the truncheons 
and crack a few heads.

That’s one of the reasons 
why tinkering with the people 
at the top isn’t going to 
significantly reform the police. 

And what’s the point of 
having police who are nice 
to working class people? 
That’s not their role.

The policing of football 
has changed significantly. 

Now major football grounds 
are awash with stewards 
and fewer police officers are 
on the immediate scene. 

But we shouldn’t 
think something like this 
couldn’t happen again. 

The columnist Owen Jones 
made the point about Ian 
Tomlinson, who died after 
police attacked him, and the 
attempt to cover up there.

I think the same applies 
to Jean Charles de Menezes, 

CAN COPS 
OFFER 96 
JUSTICE?
Mark George QC represented families at the Hillsborough 
Inquests. He told Sadie Robinson that the police’s role is 
hostile to the working class, but that it can also be resisted

There obviously 
was a cover up 
and there 
should be 
prosecutions

‘‘ 
Mark George QC

READ MORE
lHillsborough: The Truth 
by Sadie Robinson 
bit.ly/1SD0lkQ

lCrime, Class and 
Corruption 
by Audrey Farrell, £8.23

l30 years on: The Great 
Miners’ Strike 
socialistworker.co.uk/
special/43/x

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

who was shot by police 
in London in 2005. 

Initially their version was 
that this guy had run away 
from them, jumped the 
barriers, and was acting in 
all sorts of ways that made 
them think he was a terrorist.

Yet again they were 
caught lying. 

There is this instinctive, 
deceptive attitude. They 
perpetuate the idea that 
they’re the wronged 
party and it’s everybody 
else’s fault but theirs. 

That is the path to 
more disasters further 
down the road.

Is it just a few bad apples, a 
minority of officers who are 
the problem?
No it isn’t. It’s easy to pick 
out a few figureheads. 

But anyone who thinks 
that just getting rid of the 
leadership of South Yorkshire 
Police (SYP), for example, 
means that everything will be 
ok is deluding themselves. 

The situation with SYP 
is very interesting. 

They’ve got Hillsborough, 
there’s Orgreave bubbling 
away, they’re getting 
absolutely hammered 
over the Rotherham 
child abuse scandal.

The implications for SYP are 
huge. Even Sir Ian Blair, the 
former London Metropolitan 
Police commissioner, said they 
might need to be amalgamated 
with another force. But would 
that make a difference? No.

There is no doubt there 
was a particular problem in 
South Yorkshire at the time 
going back over many years 
because of, for example, their 
role in the miners’ dispute.

But let’s not kid ourselves. 
If Hillsborough had happened 
at Old Trafford we would 
no doubt be saying exactly 
the same thing about 
Greater Manchester Police 
as we are about SYP.

Lots of people want reform of 
the police. If we can’t change 
their role, what kinds of 
things can we campaign for?
Once you’ve analysed that the 
role of the police is essentially 
hostile to the working class, 
it’s then a question of what 
you can do within the system. 

How can we make things 
better for the working class or 
weaken the powers  
of the police?

It’s very important we don’t 
just throw our hands up and 

say, well what do you expect? 
You don’t get anything 

unless you fight for it. 
It’s always worth fighting 
for accountability or to 
limit their powers.

The reason that it’s worth 
taking on the establishment, 
saying SYP chief constable 
David Crompton should 
resign and so on, is that 
it has an impact. 

It’s a kick in the 
groin for them. 

They don’t really care  
who the chief constable 
of SYP is, they’ll get 
another one in place and 
he won’t be any better.

But this is an opportunity 
to give the establishment 
a bit of a kicking.

POLICING at 
Orgreave (top) 
during the Miners’ 
Strike and fighting 
for justice (above) 
over deaths in 
custody Pictures: John 
sturrock and Guy smallman

Birth of new power for 
workers in South Africa?

New and exciting 
possibilities for 
the South African 
left emerged last 
weekend, writes 
Charlie Kimber
THERE ARE the beginnings 
of a new trade union 
federation in South Africa. 
It is a left wing alternative 
to the established Cosatu 
federation—a key supporter 
of the ruling ANC party and 
president Jacob Zuma.

Thousands of workers 
came to a rally last Sunday to 
launch the process that will 
see the formal announcement  
of the grouping later this 
year.

The main force involved is 
metalworkers’ union Numsa, 
the country’s largest union 
with about 350,000 members. 

Mining union Amcu, which 
led the militant miners’ strikes 
at Marikana in 2012 and 
across the platinum industry 
in 2014, has said it will join.

The unions in Nactu, 
another federation associated 
with Pan-Africanism and 
black consciousness, are also 
set to take part.

In total around 30 unions, 
with a combined membership 
of around a million workers, 
are pledged to be part of the 
new federation. This is about 
half the size of Cosatu.

Supporters of the new 
alliance are united in the 
belief that the ANC has 
ceased to stand for workers’ 
interests, and that unions 
must break politically from 
the governing party. 

This view led to Numsa’s 
exclusion from Cosatu.

Revolution
In his address on Sunday 
Numsa general secretary 
Irvin Jim said, “Capital will 
not compromise. It’s a system 
that works on greed. This 
cannot be resolved by prayer. 
It can only be resolved by 
revolution”. 

He added, “This country 
is rich, this country can feed 
all its people. All that we 
need is a government that 
intervenes in the economy, 
takes ownership of the steel 
industry, nationalises iron 
ore, coal.

“The new federation 

must launch a campaign 
to make sure our hospitals 
are not turned into funeral 
institutions. Queues in 
hospitals must stop.”

The new grouping is 
headed by expelled Cosatu 
general secretary Zwelinzima 
Vavi. He called for a socialist 
trade union federation 
that fights for workers’ and 
women’s rights.

The new federation could 
be a big step forwards, 

deepening the argument for 
militant trade unionism not 
held back by the need to keep 
good relations with the ANC.

But the key issue is 
whether it can lead to 
increased struggle on the 
ground, recruit among the 
millions of unorganised 
workers, and pressure Cosatu 
unions into joint action.

It will be no progress if 
there is just a sustained, and 
potentially violent, scrap over 
existing union members.

Meanwhile, in another 
sign of the growth of a left 
outside the ANC, nearly 
40,000 people came to a mass 
meeting last weekend for the 
Economic Freedom Fighters’ 
(EEF) local government 
manifesto launch.

This is the party led by 
Julius Malema that talks 
to the left of the ANC. In 
2014, after just eight months 
existence, the EFF won a 
million votes and 25 MPs in 
the general election.

Local elections in August 
will see the EFF advance a 
strong challenge to the ANC 
in many areas.

It remains unclear whether 
the long-promised workers’ 
party called for by Numsa and 
others will be set up in time 
to take part in the elections. 

The Numsa-backed United 
Front has said it will run a 
small number of candidates.

The ANC and Cosatu 
still retain a loyalty on the 
basis of their role in fighting 
apartheid. They won’t easily 
be displaced.

But there is a real sense 
that their grip is loosening 
every month—with 
opportunities for the left. 

BACK STORY
The ANC government 
is mired in scandal and 
wracked by protest
lSouth African president 
Jacob Zuma remains in 
crisis after three scandalous 
revelations pointing towards 
his corruption
lStudent protests burst 
out across the country over 
fees, racism, exclusions and 
the way the apartheid past 
still shapes education
lMany angry workers now 
look to the new parties to 
fight for their interests

It will be no 
progress if 
there is a 
violent scrap 
over existing 
union members

‘‘ SYP chief David Crompton

FAMILY MEMBERS of the 96 fans killed during the Hillsborough disaster outside the inquests                               Picture: Pa
NUMSA UNION members are angry with the ANC government

ANALYSIS
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 US: Who will feel the After-Bern?
by CHARLIE KIMBER

IT’S THE moment of truth 
for Bernie Sanders and his 
supporters in the United 
States.

It would take an extraor-
dinary series of events to 
stop establishment candidate 
Hillary Clinton becoming the 
Democratic Party’s nominee 
for president. 

One long shot is if Clinton 
is indicted on charges relat-
ing to her use of a private 
email server when she was 
secretary of state.

Sanders had some hopes 
of winning this week’s Dem-
ocratic primary in Indiana. 
He says he will keep cam-
paigning until the California 
primary on 7 June. But few 
believe he can succeed. 

Sanders has achieved 
near-miraculous results 
for someone standing as a 
socialist.

Nine million people have 
voted for him so far. Hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
have come to his rallies. 
Sanders has won 17 states 
and gained big majorities 

among people under 45 in 
nearly every state contest.

He has received 7.4 mil-
lion individual campaign 
contributions, more than 
any candidate in presiden-
tial history at such a point.

He has been thwarted 
largely because of Clinton’s 
control of the party hierar-
chy. 

The vast majority of une-

lected “superdelegates” will 
vote for her at the party 
convention, and most trade 
union leaders and black 
party officials promoted her.

And there is pressure to 
choose a “realistic” Demo-
cratic candidate to beat hard 
right potential Republican 
candidates Donald Trump 
or Ted Cruz in November’s 
presidential vote.  

But more importantly 
than the candidate is the 
birth of a movement.

Where will it go when 
Sanders cannot be the Demo-
cratic Party choice? Sanders  
has repeatedly stated that if 
he loses he will back Clinton.

But many of his supporters  
say it’s “Bernie or bust”—
that they will only vote 
Democrat if Sanders is the  

candidate. There are signs 
that Sanders is now trying to 
lure them back into the fold. 

Recently he declared, 
“This campaign is going to 
the Democratic National 
Convention in Philadelphia 
with as many delegates as 
possible to fight for a pro-
gressive party platform.”

Such a perspective is a 
slow-burn move towards 
endorsing Clinton. 

The struggle for the plat-
form—which will not bind 
Clinton—is the gateway 
drug to the full-on vote Clin-
ton experience. 

Sanders supporters must 
not go down this road.

As an extraordinary arti-
cle in the New York Times 
recently pointed out, neither 
blustering Republican front-
runner has “demonstrated 
anywhere near the appe-
tite for military engagement 
abroad that Clinton has”.

It called her the “last true 
hawk left in the race”.

The Democratic Party is an  
unreformable pro-imperialist  
and pro-capitalist party.  

A socialist alternative is 
necessary.

WILL SUPPORTERS of Bernie Sanders (left) back Hillary Clinton (right)?



Bitter battle 
at Verizon
THE VERIZON strike, 
involving nearly  
40,000 telecom workers 
across the US, is now 
in its third week—and 
increasingly bitter.

Last Sunday the 
company announced 
it was ending medical 
insurance for over 
110,000 active and 
retired workers. It is 
also mobilising another 
1,000 managers to scab 
on top of the 10,000 
already in place. 

But workers are 
unbowed. Their strike is 
beginning to bite, with 
failures of Verizon’s 
network mounting.

Scab trucks are 
pursued by strikers’ 
transport which seeks to 
persuade customers not 
to be served by strike-
breakers.
Interview with a striker 
at bit.ly/1QNjkY3
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Greedy building bosses are 
out to grab London’s homes
Plans to let private firms build the way out of the housing crisis are a sham, Simon Elmer told 
Alistair Farrow. The real solution lies with the council estates they insist on knocking down

 The housing is there and so is the land—but in the wrong hands
THE HOUSING crisis 
isn’t a question of 

resources. There are more 
bedrooms than people in 
Britain.

And state bodies such 
as government ministries 
and councils own a huge 
bank of 900,000 hectares 

of land—that’s more than 
a million football pitches.

There’s enough for 
a mass programme of 
council house building 
with plenty left for 
important facilities such as 
parks.

But the figures were 
revealed in a survey by 
estate agent Savills—
which is salivating at 
the chance for private 
developers to get their 
hands on this land.

Another Savills report 
released earlier this year 
has been used to define 
both Tory and Labour 
housing policy for London. 

It says that up to 
1,750 hectares of 
London’s estates could 
be demolished in order 

to build up to an extra 
360,000 homes. Ash has 
shown in a number of 
studies that demolition 
and rebuilding can be 
less efficient and far more 
expensive than adding 
housing to estates.

And crucially, giving 
land to the private bosses 

is no guarantee it will be 
used for building.

Simon pointed out that, 
“The nine largest building 
firms in Britain own 
enough land nationally to 
build 600,000 homes on. 
It’s called land banking, 
stockpiling land to push 
up prices.

“There’s a lot of people 
doing this.”

Savills is both writing 
and implementing housing 
policy. And while it is 
perhaps the most powerful 
firm there are alarming 
links between council 
bosses and property 
tycoons.

 “There’s a constant 
revolving door between 
the people who make the 
laws and make decisions 

over public land and the 
private world that they’re 
representing”, said Simon.

“They pass laws to 
enable the actions of the 
private companies they are 
going to be working for.”

One crucial difference 
is that while council-built 
homes have to be built 
to a certain standard of 
quality, private new builds 
get smaller every year. 
This has a serious impact 
on people’s health.

Rule changes in the 
Tories’ new Housing and 
Planning bill will give 
these bosses an even freer 
hand.

“This is typical of what’s 
going on all over London 
and internationally, the 
transfer of wealth from 

public control into the 
private realm,” said 
Simon.

BOTH THE Tories and Labour 
are arguing for intensive 

housebuilding as a central part of 
their London election campaigns.

They want to knock down estates 
and flog off public land to develop-
ers so they can build their way out 
of the city’s housing crisis.

But London is already full of con-
struction projects for luxury flats 
that then lie empty.

Simon Elmer from Architects for 
Social Housing (Ash) told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s not so much a short-
age of homes, there’s a shortage of 
homes that people can afford to live 
in. The real crisis is that people can’t 
afford their rent or mortgages.”

Ash works to undermine the 
bosses’ and politicians’ arguments 
by proposing alternative models.

Markets
Simon argued that targets for house-
building are about providing new 
markets for investment, not for 
bringing down rents or providing 
housing for working class people.

He said that “Every report or 
body talking about London’s hous-
ing needs agrees that we need to 
build 50,000 homes a year for the 
next 10 years. 

“But it’s the same people sitting 
on the boards of all these organisa-
tions. Yolande Barnes is the head 
of research at real estate com-
pany Savills but also writes for the 
London Housing Commission.

“Lord Kerslake is the chair of the 
London Housing Commission but is 
also the chair of the Peabody Trust, 
a very powerful housing association.

“London has the most valuable 
land in the world. The people who 
are promoting these housebuilding 
figures are those who stand to profit 
from it.”

The contradictions of the market 
influence where and what kind of 

housing is built—and how the hous-
ing crisis affects different places.

London’s population is soaring 
while that of other regions stagnates 
or shrinks. Young people in particu-
lar are driven in search of work to 
a city of cramped flats at sky-high 

rents. Simon said, “The issues that 
affect housing—density, availabil-
ity of land, all these factors—are  
different all over the world but the 
policies being proposed are very 
similar internationally.

“These housing policies are 

happening in Bristol and in Cardiff 
too.

“That shows you that it’s got 
nothing to do with a particular situ-
ation or the way a city is built.

“It comes down to a certain type of 
economic plan, call it neoliberalism  
or whatever you want.

“London is the test case for this 
because of its place in the world as 
a financial centre.

“It’s becoming an offshore tax 
haven at the heart of Europe and 
housing in London is a commodity 
with one of the fastest-rising prices 
in the world.”

Demolition
Councils and developers claim that 
estates have fallen into disrepair and 
aren’t dense enough because they 
want to justify their demolition.

He said, “If they fall into disrepair  
it’s because there’s been a managed 
decline. All of the estates that we 
work on literally haven’t had any 
maintenance work done on them in 
15-20 years. 

 “You can actually increase the 
number of homes on these estates. 
You can build around homes and on 
top of them to increase population 
by between 25 and 40 percent.

“It’s very important that we 
hold on to these estates because 
they are the only sources of hous-
ing that anyone can afford to live in 
anymore.”

Land in Barking and Dagenham

CONSTRUCTION SITES are mushrooming across London  Picture: Guy Smallman
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The top nine 
firms own 
enough land to 
build 600,000 
homes

‘‘ 

More online...
Tories use housing as a weapon in 
their class war bit.ly/1UlEqU5
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IN BRIEF 

May Day brings left 
together in London
AROUND 4,000 people 
marched through London to 
mark International Workers’ 
Day last Sunday. 

Jeremy Corbyn addressed 
the May Day demonstration 
before it moved off. 

Hundreds also marched 
in other cities and towns last 
weekend and on Monday. 

A hundreds-strong demo 
in Cardiff was led by striking 
National Museum Wales 
workers, and some 1,000 
people marched in Glasgow.  
Alistair Farrow 

Merseyside postal 
workers’ strike ends
SOME 50 CWU union postal 
workers at Crosby delivery 
office in Merseyside went back 
to work last week after almost 
a week on unofficial strike. 

It was over a complaint 
with management. They only 
agreed to go back to work 
after union officials reached a 
“negotiated settlement”. 

Fast food workers 
turn up the heat 
FAST FOOD Rights 
campaigners protested 
outside a McDonald’s in 
Manchester last Thursday. 
They were demanding a £10 
an hour minimum wage and 
union rights. 

Campaigners are set to 
protest outside a McDonalds 
in central London on Saturday 
14 May. This will be followed 
by a public meeting with 
workers from New Zealand, 
where zero hours contracts 
have been abolished.
lfastfoodrights.wordpress.com

GMB plans protests 
outside food giants
THE GMB union has called 
a series of protests outside 
Morrisons and Lidl. Bakery 
supplier Giles Foods is 
refusing to allow workers to 
change out of their overalls 
during paid time.

Bosses also suspended a 
union rep. 
lProtest at 12 noon, Tuesday 10 
May, 3 Barnfield Rd, Swindon,  
SN2 2DJ

Unite union ballots 
insurance workers 
THE UNITE union is balloting 
Capita pensions workers for 
strikes after they rejected a 
pay offer by 88 percent.

Bosses offered an average 
rise of 1.5 percent. 

Take a step back for 
climate change
PROTESTERS WERE set 
to march backwards down 
Whitehall on Sunday to 
highlight the Tories going 
backwards on climate change.

The Campaign Against 
Climate Change organised the 
protest to mark a year since 
the general election.
lAssemble 12 noon Trafalgar 
Square. More at campaigncc.org

Resist bosses’ plan to 
sack London Met reps
by SADIE ROBINSON 

TWO LEADING trade 
union activists at London 
Metropolitan University 
were told last week that they 
will be made redundant. 

The move against UCU 
union branch chair Mark 
Campbell and branch secretary 
David Hardman is a serious 
attack on the union.

Bosses are also targeting 
other union activists for 
redundancy. Workers 
immediately began to organise 
against the attack as messages 
of solidarity poured in.

David told Socialist Worker, 
“This is happening because we 
have challenged them publicly. 

Revenge
“They see us as high profile 
individuals that they want to 
get rid of.”

Mark told Socialist Worker, 
“We hope to have a branch 
activists’ meeting this week. 

“This is an attack on the 
union and there needs to be a 
national response. We need to 
stop the sackings.”

UCU treasurer at London 
Met Richard Payne told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s 
absolutely essential that we 
defend these positions. 

“We recently lost 
Max Watson, a Unison 

union activist who fought 
redundancies and outsourcing. 

“We need solidarity from 
the trade union movement.”

Campaign 
Christina Paine, a UCU activist 
at London Met, added, “This 
campaign has got to broaden 
out to defend staff and 
education. That’s what’s at 
stake here.”

If bosses get away with their 
attack, it will have serious 
implications for London Met 
students. 

Workers plan to launch a 
petition against the sackings 
and are appealing for people 
to take selfie photos with a 

solidarity message.
Richard said bosses have 

already made huge cuts at 
London Met. 

He said, “It’s not surprising 
that they want to get rid of two 
key union activists. 

“They represent an obstacle 
in their way to cutting staff.”
lRush messages of support 
to uculondonmet@mail.com 
Download a solidarity message 
poster at uculondonmet.
wordpress.com

nA UCU strike ballot over pay 
in higher education was set 
to close on Wednesday. In the 
last in six years workers have 
seen pay drop by 14.5 percent.

UCATT UNION members joined the Workers’ Memorial Day march in London last Thursday, 
remembering those killed at work. Events took place across Britain              Picture: terry McGrath

Teachers strike against job 
cull at Manchester school 
by GEOFF BROWN 

AROUND 25 NUT union 
members at Prestwich Arts 
College in Manchester 
formed a solid picket line 
on Wednesday of last week. 

They were striking against 
the threat of up to five 
compulsory redundancies.

Management claim to 
have financial difficulties.
But the redundancies follow 
the appointment of five new 
staff in “academic” subjects 
in February.

Threat 
If the threat of redundancy 
is not withdrawn, workers 
were set to strike again on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

A three-day strike is 
planned from Tuesday of 
next week.
lSend messages of support 
to roywilkes59@me.com and 
messages of protest to  
office@prestwich.bury.sch.uk

nNUT union members 
at John Roan School in 
Greenwich, south east 
London, struck for 24 hours 
on Tuesday. 

The walkout follows a 
two-day strike last week over 
a restructuring that will lead 
to job losses, course cuts and 
higher workloads.

An NUT spokesperson told 
Socialist Worker, “We face 
cuts of 20 percent to staff. 
If people leave they aren’t 
being replaced. 

“The NUT will be calling 
for a community meeting, 
including parents, children 
and teachers.”

Workers say savings could 
be made without cutting 
jobs.

The GMB union is also 
balloting school support 
workers for strikes. 

The NUT plans a further 
two-day strike on Wednesday 
and Thursday of next week.
lSend messages of support to 
johnroannut@gmail.com

WORKERS’ MEMORIAL DAY SCHOOLS 

VICTIMISATION 

 Strike vote to defend rep
TEACHERS AT Small Heath 
School in Birmingham 
have voted by 83 percent 
for strikes if bosses sack 
their NUT union rep Simon 
O’Hara. 

The turnout in the ballot 
was 88 percent.

The indicative ballot was 
for discontinuous action.

Bosses suspended Simon 
in January after he helped 
lead a series of strikes 
against the school being 
turned into an academy. 

The union said the aim of 
the suspension was to target 

an effective union rep. 
Bosses lifted the 

suspension in March, 
showing it had been imposed 
on flimsy grounds, then 
suspended him again.

NUT members at the 
school have so far taken ten 
days of strikes to demand 
Simon is reinstated. 

The national union must 
throw its full weight behind 
the fight to defend Simon 
and the right to organise.
lSend messages of support 
to banut@btclick.com and 
jo_simon@yahoo.co.uk

EDUCATION 

STUDENTS 

Edinburgh students refuse 
to take Prevent lying down
AT LEAST 30 students at 
University of Edinburgh 
held an overnight 
occupation of their library 
on Tuesday of last week. 

They were protesting 
against management’s 
compliance with the 
Islamophobic “Prevent” 
strategy, which forces public 
sector workers to spy for 
signs of “extremism”.

They held the sit-in after 
a new room-booking policy 
resulted in some student 
events being cancelled.

A statement from 
the occupiers attacked 
Prevent for “justifying the 
disproportionate surveillance 
of Muslims”.  It added, 
“Students oppose the hate-
filled rhetoric and practices 
of the Prevent strategy.”

MARK CAMPBELL (right) was part of a strike last year 

NUT YOUNG TEACHERS’  CONFERENCE  

Mood to fight Tories’ plans
AROUND 140 young 
teachers gathered in 
Nottingham last weekend 
for the NUT union’s young 
teachers’ conference. 

The conference discussed 
standing up to Tory plans for 
forced academisaton. 

Kevin Courtney, NUT 
deputy general secretary, 
called on young teachers to 

build the strike ballot. 
Top table speakers 

didn’t always reflect young 
teachers’ desire to discuss 
building resistance, but the 
overall mood was clear.

The conference finished 
on Sunday by taking a photo 
in solidarity with junior 
doctors.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

FURTHER EDUCATION 

UCU UNION members 
at Hull College struck on 
Tuesday over pay and 
“controversial” lesson 
observations.

Bosses have gone back on 
a promise to give workers a 
0.7 percent pay rise. 

They also promised 
to improve the lesson 
observation process, but 
workers say changes have 
made them more stressed.

Some 84 percent of UCU 
members had supported 
strikes in a ballot and  
95 percent backed action 
short of a strike.

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE 

Deal offered after strikes
WEST Dunbartsonshire 
school bosses have offered 
teachers a new deal after 
they struck for 48 hours 
last week. Their EIS union is 
recommending it. 

The teachers have been 
fighting council plans to 
introduce faculties and cut 
principal teacher posts. 

One teacher told Socialist 

Worker, “Our strikes have 
shifted management but 
I don’t think everyone will 
accept the offer.”

EIS members will be 
balloted this week. “Whatever 
the result they’ll not be 
coming back for us when 
they look to make more cuts 
next time,” said the teacher.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk
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HOUSING

 MPs told to scrap a
 ‘terrible’ housing bill
by GRAHAM HODGIN

HOUSING ACTIVISTS were 
lobbying parliament against 
the Tories’ Housing and 
Planning Bill on Tuesday. 

The lobby came as the bill 
went back to be debated in 
the House of Commons. 

Organiser Glynn Robbins 
told Socialist Worker that 
he was expecting over a 
hundred to attend over the 
course of the day. 

He said, “Anything that 
happens in the Commons is 
only as important as what 
happens out here.”

Jan from West London told 
Socialist Worker that “we are 
building a movement that 
will fight to stop these pro-
posals before or after they 
become law”.

Protect
“MPs have had an easy ride 
so far. They need to stand up 
and be counted.”

Linda Taylor from north 
London said, “Even with all 
of the amendments, it’s a ter-
rible bill. 

“We need to organise 
against it now.”

Campaigners want to see 
Labour councils and MPs put-
ting up more than a verbal 
fight against the bill.

The lobby came after ten-
ants, trade unionists and 

housing campaigners met 
in London last Saturday to 
organise a plan of action to 
“Kill the Housing Bill”.

Although hundreds of 
amendments to the bill have 
been proposed in the House 
of Lords, campaigners reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
do everything to kill the bill 
stone dead. 

The Kill the Housing Bill 
campaign is building for a 
national demonstration on 

Saturday 18 June. 
We need to go all out to 

build it.
An assembly has been 

called for Saturday 21 May to 
debate how to defeat the bill.

Labour councils must 
refuse to implement this 
regressive Housing Bill out-
r ight—no matter what 
central government says.
lGo to bit.ly/1AXSIk4 or  
bit.ly/1RCcG7K for up to date 
information.

nHousing campaigners in 
Haringey, north London, are 
fighting plans by Tottenham 
Hotspur football club to build 
almost 600 unaffordable 
homes. These are part of 
a bigger redevelopment.

Paul Burnham from 
Defend Council Housing 
said London’s mayor “must 
insist on a minimum of 
50 percent really affordable 
homes on every new 
housing development”.

EU REFERENDUM

Left exit campaign stands 
up for migrants’ rights
WORKERS AND migrants 
need their voices heard 
in the referendum on 
Britain’s membership of 
the European Union (EU), 
socialist Leave campaigners 
said last Thursday.

The Lexit campaign is for 
voting to leave the EU on 
23 June on a clear socialist 
and internationalist basis. 

It shows there is space 
for a left wing campaign, 
in solidarity with workers, 
refugees and migrants. 

Charlie Kimber, Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) joint 
national secretary, said, 
“We want to appeal to 
people on the left to break 
with the idea that the EU is 
on the side of working class 
people.”

Feyzi Ismail from 

Counterfire said, “People 
who are for Remain 
think the EU is a part of 
delivering a progressive 
solution to the refugee 
crisis. 

“But the EU signed a 
scandalous deal with Turkey 
that’s seen the forced 
deportation of refugees.” 

Kimber added, “None 
of us will share a platform 
with Ukip or the Tories. 
People who are anti-racists 
should be for migrants’ and 
refugees rights and against 
the EU.”
n Lexit: The Left Leave 
Campaign will hold a rally 
with speakers from across 
Europe. Wednesday 18 May, 
7pm, Small Hall, Friends 
Meeting House, London NW1 
2BG (opposite Euston station)

CONSTRUCTION

Blacklisted trade unionists  
win huge financial payout
BRITAIN’S biggest building 
firms have agreed to pay 
millions of pounds in 
compensation to workers 
who were blacklisted when 
they fought for better 
conditions.

The financial settlement 
comes just days before a 
High Court hearing into the 
blacklisting scandal.

This settlement saw 
around 420 workers receive 
payment. Overall around 
600 workers have had 
settlements. 

Some 90 workers are still 
involved in litigation.

The latest round of 
settlements involves workers 
from Ucatt and the GMB 
unions. 

Workers in the Unite union 
are still pursuing their cases 
in the courts.

Blacklist Support Group 

chair Steve Acheson said, 
“Seven years ago when the 
files were discovered these 
firms denied everything and 
offered us nothing.

“Two years ago, their 
misnamed compensation 
scheme offered most people 
£1,000 

“What has already been 
achieved is a massive 
victory for the trade union 
movement but the fight is 
not over yet.”

nSCAFFOLDERS and 
labourers struck on Tuesday 
and Wednesday at the 
construction site of Glasgow 
Construction and Renewable 
Energy Centre (GRRC).

 The Unite union members 
are demanding contractor 
Interserve pays them the 
same as their colleagues—
almost £5 an hour more.

THE RALLY outside parliament on Tuesday Picture: Guy Smallman

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Lambeth protesters won’t 
take Labour’s library sops
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

OVER 100 campaigners 
joined a protest against cuts 
outside Upper Norwood 
library in Lambeth, south 
London, last Saturday. 

A campaign to defend 
Lambeth’s libraries from cuts 
by the Labour-run council 
has seen strikes, protests 
and a ten-day occupation.

The council is on the back 
foot. It offered money last 
week to keep one member 
of staff at Upper Norwood. 
But it is still set to lose four 
library staff from 1 July.

Upper Norwood library is 
in Gypsy Hill ward, where 
Labour faces a by-election 
in June. It hopes voters 
can be bought off with 
minor concessions. 

Library campaigner 
Michaela Loebner argued, 
“Given the shambles of 

their plans and all the 
extra money being used it 
shows that we shouldn’t 
be palmed off with tiny 
individual solutions.”

Just one Labour councillor 
has spoken out against 
the library cuts. Rachel 
Heywood faces disciplinary 
proceedings. Campaigners 
planned to protest in 
solidarity outside her 
meeting with the Labour 
whip on Tuesday evening.

On Saturday’s protest
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SCOTLAND

Strikes could sweep away 
Glasgow council’s cuts
JANITORS employed by 
council-owned firm Cordia 
in Glasgow were set to 
strike for three days from 
Wednesday. Bosses are 
refusing to give them the 
same payments as other 
council workers.

Meanwhile, some 
2,500 workers across 
key services could soon 
strike over an attack on 
terms and conditions. 

Unison and GMB union 
members began a ballot 
for strikes last week. 

lSend messages of support to 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison.
co.uk

nSouth Ayrshire Council 
refuse workers were set 
to strike for 24 hours on 
Thursday over attacks on 
working conditions, working 
hours and overtime rates.

 The Unite union members 
have faced threats of 
dismissal from bosses if 
they refuse to sign up to the 
new terms. Workers are also 
continuing a work to rule.

 
 Bosses threaten guards  
 after one-day walkout
SOUTHERN TRAIN guards 
walked out for 24 hours on 
Tuesday of last week over 
the introduction of driver 
only operation. This will 
remove safety critical duties 
from guards, leaving sole 
responsibility with drivers.

Bosses at Southern walked 

out of talks with the workers’ 
RMT union last Friday. 

The union said the 
company then issued “a 
threatening letter to staff” 
warning of sanctions if 
they refuse to commit 
to not taking part in 
any more strikes.

RAIL WORKERS

CIVIL SERVICE

 Ballot over office closure
CIVIL SERVICE workers in 
Sheffield have launched a 
strike ballot against plans 
to close their office, which 
threatens over 200 jobs.

PCS union members at 
the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) 
face compulsory redundancy 
if plans to relocate jobs to 

London go through.
The closure is part of a 

wider assault on the civil 
service, which threatens 
hundreds of jobs in 
departments such as HMRC.

They come as Tory 
ministers prepare to cut 
public sector redundancy 
pay.
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  ‘WE MUST LET IN  
 CHILD REFUGEES’  
by DAVE SEWELL

TORY MPs are coming 
under increasing pressure 
over their refusal to let 
unaccompanied child refu-
gees come to Britain. 

The government is block-
ing an amendment to the 
Immigration Bill by Labour 
Lord Alf Dubs which would 
see children let in.

Dubs  to ld  Soc ia l i s t 
Worker the need was urgent. 
“According to Save the 
Children there were an esti-
mated 26,000 unaccompanied 
child refugees somewhere in 
Europe,” he said. 

“Later figures suggest 
there could be as many as 
95,000. 

Vulnerable
“These young people are 
sleeping rough in Calais or 
in Greece. They are vulner-
able, liable to be trafficked 
or forced into prostitution. 
Britain should take them in.”

MPs rejected the first ver-
sion of the amendment, 
which called for 3,000 refu-
gees to be let in, last week. 
The House of Lords had 
accepted it.

The Lords have now put 
forward a “softer” version 
that doesn’t specify a number. 
A vote on it is expected in the 
Commons on Monday.

“Even 3,000 seems a low 
number, but I’ve dropped the 

number and now it’s about 
the principle,” said Dubs.

“I’m cautiously optimistic. 
Labour, the Lib Dems and 
the Scottish National Party 
all support it, and a number 
of Tory MPs voted for it last 

time. We’re hoping more will 
this time.”

Campaigners are piling on 
the pressure. Thousands have 
signed an online petition 
backing the revised amend-
ment. MPs who voted with 

the government have faced 
angry letters and lobbying.

Andrea Jenkins, Tory MP 
for Morley and Outwood in 
West Yorkshire, cancelled 
her surgery last week after 
pro-refugee campaign We 

Are Wakefield called a pro-
test outside.

“There’s a lot of pressure 
on her to change her mind,” 
We Are Wakefield activist 
Sally Kincaid told Socialist 
Worker. “There should be 
local protests targeting every 
one of these MPs.”

Popular
Dubs agreed. “Migration isn’t 
always a popular issue,” he 
said. “But right now this is a 
popular issue.

“But there isn’t much time, 
so if you have a Tory MP get 
onto them quickly.

“Britain took in child ref-
ugees before, in 1938-39. I 
came as a child refugee from 
Prague in 1938 and that gives 
me an emotional connection 
to the issue. 

“But there’s a logical and a 
humanitarian case for it that 
has nothing to do with me 
personally.

“Every once in a while 
a very serious issue comes 
before us, and we either 
respond in a humanitarian 
way or we slam the door on 
people. This is one of those 
times.”
Sign the petition at  
chn.ge/1NiB6rq

REFUGEES ARRIVING at the Greek island of Lesvos after making a dangerous crossing by sea 

REPRESSION

 More migrants die as European Union states continue their clampdown
ALMOST 100 African 
migrants are feared dead 
after two shipwrecks on 
Friday of last week.

The United Nations 
refugee agency UNHCR 
reported “some 15 persons 
went missing” in the wreck 
of a boat carrying around 
120 people from Libya to 
Italy.

In a separate incident 
also off Libya an inflatable 
boat sank. Only 26 people 
out of around 110 were 
rescued, with the rest 
feared dead.

The European Union 
and its member states 
have blocked off safer 
routes and forced refugees 
onto the sea. Meanwhile 

repression continues on 
the Greek islands.

Dozens of detainees 
were rounded up into 
buses last week and 
transferred out of the Vial 
camps on Chios, which has 
seen continual resistance.

Refugees in the Moria 
camp on Lesvos protested 
against the conditions, 
burning bins and throwing 
rocks.

French cops fought 
hundreds of migrants to 
drive them from their 
camp under the Stalingrad 
Metro in Paris station on 
Monday.

Many politicians 
would like Europe to 
adopt a system similar 

to Australia’s, where 
migrants are interned long 
term in offshore camps.

Two refugees have set 
themselves on fire in a 
desperate act of protest at 
the Nauru island camp.

Omid, a 23 year old 
Iranian man died shortly 
after his self-immolation 
on Friday of last week. 

Hadon, a 21 year old 
Somali woman set herself 
alight a few days later. 

The government was 
forced to announce the 
closure of its camp on 
Manus Island in Papua 
New Guinea (PNG) last 
week. 

PNG’s supreme court 
found it was illegal.

Take action
IMMIGRATION detention 
centres around Britain 
were set to face 
protests this Saturday.

They are part of a day 
of action called by the  
Movement for Justice.

And campaigners 
across Britain are 
preparing for a huge 
solidarity convoy on 
Saturday 18 June to 
Calais where refugees 
are trapped by Britain’s 
border blockade.
Go to standuptoracism.org.
uk to get involved

Refugees at the Moria camp on the Greek island of Lesvos
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