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TEACH THE  
 TORIES A  
  LESSON

EUROPEAN UNION

Tory splits give  
us the opportunity 
of a lifetime
THE TORIES are tearing 
themselves apart over 
the European Union (EU) 
referendum, with bitter rows 
every day. 

The blood-spilling will con-
tinue right up until the vote 
on 23 June—and beyond.

This is the moment 
to step up the exit cam-
paign from the left. 
>>Page 4&5

CONSTRUCTION

The fight to beat 
the blacklisting 
building bosses
BRITAIN’S largest  
construction companies 
operated a blacklist 
that ruined lives. 

They denied 
“troublemakers” jobs to 
protect their profits. 

But the workers who 
exposed and campaigned 
against the practice were 
vindicated last week.
>>Page 10&11

EGYPT 

Protest against 
mass jailing of 
activists
OVER 150 activists in Egypt 
have been given jail sentences 
of up to five years and heavy 
fines. 

They were seized during 
the crackdown on the protest 
movement against Egypt’s sale 
of its Tiran and Sanafir islands 
to Saudi Arabia.  
>>Page 8

STRIKING TEACHERS earlier this year  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 

SOLIDARITY WITH  
REFUGEES

IS A ROBOT AFTER 
YOUR JOB??

FRENCH RESISTANCE 
GROWS

Resisting racism after Tories’ 
new immigration law passes 
>>Page  3

Strikes and protests are  
escalating over Work Law
>>Page  8

Tomáš Tengely-Evans  on 
workers  and machines 
>>Pages  14&15
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THE TORIES have declared war 
on education. Their plans to slash 
funding and push privatisation are 
an attack on the working class.

If they get their way, most chil-
dren will receive a worse education 
in school. Many more will have the 
chance of going to college or univer-
sity snatched away. And education 
workers will suffer worse pay and 
conditions.

But resistance to the government, 
including plans for strikes, is growing. 
The Tories are on the rocks. United, 
we can beat them.
>>Turn to pages 17 and 20
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l A DESERVING winner took 
the prize of £50 Tesco 

vouchers at the Royal Windsor 
Horse Show last week. The 
renowned poverty-stricken queen 
nabbed the prize—and apparently 
“laughed uproariously”. Gawd bless 
she deserves a bit of good fortune 
after a life of waving and sieg  
heiling.  

lDETECTIVE Constable 
Christopher Maitland, 40, was 

part of the Met’s sexual offences, 
exploitation and child abuse 
command. He was sentenced to 
five years and four months after 
pleading guilty to two counts of 
sexually touching a child under 
the age of 13. He also admitted 
making indecent images.

 The Tory expenses on the  
 bus go round and round  
WHILE MANY an MP likes 
an expense to claim, it 
seems a few are less keen 
on declaring them.

More than two dozen Tory 
MPs failed to declare help 
received from activists on 
the Tory battlebus during the 
general election.

Then there are tens of 
thousands of pounds in unde-
clared hotel bills.

Lincolnshire, Greater 
Manchester ,  Cheshire , 
Gloucestershire, Northa-
mptonshire, Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire and West 
Mercia, and Devon and 
Cornwall police forces have 
all said that they are involved 
in investigating the claims.

The Electoral Commission 
had to go to the courts to get 
the Tories to hand over the 
paperwork on the election 
last week.

Costs could have pushed a 

fair few Tory MPs over their 
local spending limit of around 
£15,000 if the battlebus is 
included.

The battlebus and its 
accounting was signed off 
by senior party members. It 
had “the full financial and  
practical support” of Tory HQ. 

T h e  b a t t l e b u s  w a s 
approved by chairman Lord 
Feldman, ex-deputy chairman 
Stephen Gilbert and election 
guru and dog whistle blower 
Lynton Crosby.

The scandal could lead to 
enough by-elections to cost 
the Tories a majority.

And what is the connec-
tion between Tory activist 
Elliott Johnson’s death last 
September and the potential 
abuse of expense allowances?

The answer is Mark Clarke, 
who was behind the Tories’ 
RoadTrip 2015 operation. 
He is now expelled from the 
party.

Clarke faced allegations 
that he bullied, blackmailed 
and sexually assaulted 
fellow activists during his 
RoadTrip2015 campaign.

Johnson had written letters 
accusing Clarke of bullying. A 
tape emerged of Clarke inter-
rogating Johnson.

Clarke is the media’s main 
source for the election spend-
ing allegations. That Clarke is 
the source does not mean the 
information is wrong. 

There is more to come from 
this grubby tale of how the 
Tories win elections. 

South Yorkshire Police 
can’t stop themselves
A COURT case is 
investigating whether 
a South Yorkshire 
Police (SYP) helicopter 
has been used for 
“inappropriate filming”.

Two serving police 
officers are among five 
men on trial at Sheffield 
Magistrates’ Court. 

Allegations have 
been made that they 
used the camera on 

the police helicopter to 
film people who were 
naked or having sex.

The others on trial 
are a retired police 
officer, a current pilot 
and a retired pilot. 

All are charged with 
misconduct in public 
office relating to alleged 
incidents between 
2007 and 2012.

The case continues.

Yes for £1 bin bags, 
no for £2 tea bags
FAMILY members 
hired by MPs earn 
thousands of pounds 
more than other staff 
and are seeing their 
salaries rocket.

Their pay is on 
average £5,600 higher, 
and going up at twice 
the rate of other staff 
in parliament.

Over the last 
parliament, one in 
four MPs hired a 
family member. 

In that period, 
the total cost 
soared by nearly 
a quarter to a 
total of £4.7million 
a year.

The 
fat cat 

Tory MP Geoffrey Cox, 
who had his knuckles 
wrapped for failing to 
declare £400,000 of 
outside earnings on 
time, has claimed £1 on 
expenses for bin bags.

But his claim for 
£2 worth of tea bags 
was knocked back.

Climate change 
secretary Amber Rudd 

put in a claim of 
27p for a 0.6 mile 
car journey.

Millionaire health 
secretary Jeremy 
Hunt claimed 27p 
on a car journey 
 of less than  

a mile. 

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Wardrobes 
painted red 
and snubbed 
breakfast.”
The Daily Mail newspaperjoins 
the queen in denouncing the 
‘very rude’ Chinese

‘My wife meant 
no offence to 
you slitty-eyed 
people’
A Mail cartoon caption goes 
for out and out racism

‘Sheep are fine 
but he must keep 
away from pigs’
A ‘source’ tells the Mail why it 
might be ok for David Cameron 
to wear sheepskin

‘Get over it’
Tory posho Kirstie Allsopp’s 
response to women who object 
to their bosses telling them to 
wear high heels

‘The worst thing 
in Britain’
Iain Duncan Smith continues 
the Tory infighting by attacking 
the Treasury

‘One of the 
biggest 
commercial 
opportunities’
Health secrtretary Jeremy 
Hunt on his vision for care 
homes

‘The Corbynite 
bunker is 
impregnable’
Richard of Richard and Judy 
calls on people to leave Labour 
and form a new party

DAVID “what bus?” Cameron

The Shred is 
cleared at last
FRED “THE shred” 
Goodwin was stripped of 
his knighthood for his role 
in the financial crisis. He 
was Royal Bank of Scotland 
boss in 2008 when the 
bank asked shareholders to 
give it £12 billion.

Months later the value 
plunged by 90 percent and 
the government spent  
£45 billion of our money 
bailing RBS out.

But Fred the Shred 
has avoided any criminal 
charges. For nearly five 
years the Crown Office—
Scotland’s equivalent of 
the Crown Prosecution 
Service—has been 
investigating Goodwin’s 
actions. 

Last week it said there 
is “insufficient evidence” 
to prosecute him.
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STREETING’S 
BLEATINGS
Wes Streeting is nominally 
a Labour MP. 

l Brother Streeting 
tweets, “It is just a bit 
frustrating to see days 
when Parliament isn’t 
sitting presented as ‘days 
off’.

l After coming back 
from a holiday this week, 
MPs are off 26 May to 6 
June and from 15 June to 
27 June. They’re off from 
21 July to 5 September. 
Back off 15 September to 
10 October. Then a week 
off in November to get 
ready for Christmas 

Banker bashing  
baseball fraud 
was ‘oldschool’ 
JONATHAN Mathew is one 
of the bankers at Barclays 
who participated in the 
Libor price rigging fraud.

His boss, senior Barclays 
trader Peter Johnson, used 
to hit him with a miniature 
baseball bat on the back of 
the head and the knuckles.

Mathew said he had 
learned a great deal from 
Johnson who, in October 
2014, admitted fixing Libor 
rates. 

“He was old school, a 
hard taskmaster and in 
the same respect he was a 
good teacher as well.”

Something to smile about at last

Geoffrey Cox



POLICE

Same cops 
smeared 96 
and miners
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE SENIOR police officers 
and solicitor involved in 
South Yorkshire Police’s 
(SYP) response to the 
Hillsborough disaster and the 
Battle of Orgreave have been 
named.

Solicitor Peter Metcalf 
helped to defend SYP officers 
against unlawful arrest 
claims by miners following 
the Battle of Orgreave. It 
took place in South Yorkshire 
during the height of the 
1984-5 miners’ strike. 

Metcalf also played a key 
role in advising SYP and 
reviewing officers’ statements 
in the aftermath of the 
1989 Hillsborough football 
disaster.

Former SYP deputy chief 
constable Peter Hayes and 
assistant chief constable 
Walter Jackson were involved 
in reviewing SYP evidence in 
both cases.

Hayes ordered an internal 
review into how police 
evidence had been gathered 
relating to the Battle of 

Orgreave. Jackson wrote the 
review.

Hayes also helped 
coordinate SYP’s evidence 
following the Hillsborough 
disaster. Jackson signed 
off the policing plan for the 
match.

SYP covered up their 
actions at Orgreave and 
Hillsborough, and launched 
smear campaigns against 
miners and Liverpool football 
fans. 

Calls for an independent 
inquiry into SYP conduct 
over Orgreave are growing.

nTHE INDEPENDENT Police 
Complaints Commission has 
launched an investigation 
into claims that SYP 
instructed a press officer 
to “spin” news of the 
Hillsborough inquests.

Hayley Court said she was 
told, “Your job is to round 
up the media and tell them, 
‘This is the line’.”

 Solidarity with refugees  
 as Tories pass racist bill
by DAVE SEWELL

BRITAIN’S DRACONIAN immi-
gration controls were tightened 
last week with the passage of the 
Tories’ Immigration Act 2016. 

People must prove they have a 
legal right to be in Britain to access 
public services, open a bank account 
or rent a home. 

Th i s  w i l l  i nc rease  rac i s t 
discrimination.

Landlords face criminal charges if 
they don’t take “reasonable steps” to 
check prospective tenants’ immigra-
tion status.

Checks introduced in 2014 led 
more landlords to avoid tenants with-
out British passports or, as one survey 
found, those with “foreign accents or 
names”.

The new act extends this logic, 
even creating a new offence of “driv-
ing while illegal”.

But there is a growing move-
ment of solidarity with refugees and 
migrants. 

Campaigners across Britain are 
building for a convoy to Calais on 
Saturday 18 June.

Tim Flossman is from Stand Up 
to Racism (SUTR) Bristol. He told 
Socialist Worker, “We plan to take 
three minibuses, join another from 
South Wales and meet the rest of the 
convoy in Dover.

“The campaign has been a really 
energising experience. 

“We’ve held street stalls, had big 
public meetings, and trade unions 
have been really good with provid-
ing money.”

Concessions
Campaigners have forced the govern-
ment to make concessions—but the 
Tories are fighting every one.

Some 157 children in the Calais 
“jungle” have been identified as 
having relatives in Britain who they 
are entitled to join. 

Lord Dubs’ amendment to the 
Immigration Act means more unac-
companied child refugees should be 
brought to Britain.

But Wakefield NUT union member 
Sally Kincaid told Socialist Worker, 
“There should be a government offi-
cial in Calais finding these children, 
and it’s not happening. 

“So we have a campaign to get 

them brought over in time for the 
new school year in September.

“Last weekend we spoke to  
2,500 people in two days on a stall 
inside the local Lush shop. 

“We asked children to write letters 
to the children in Calais. 

“These were just superb—saying, 
‘There’s room for you in my school, I 
can’t wait to be your friend’.”

Activists are also organising to sup-
port asylum seekers who are detained 
in Britain. 

The act introduces electronic 
tagging for migrants liable to be 
detained. 

It claims changes will make sure 
they are held “for the shortest period 
possible”. 

The reality is very different. 

Detention
East London student Nadia Sayed 
joined a solidarity visit to Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre in Bedfordshire last 
week. 

She told Socialist Worker, “They 
seem to have no interest in letting 
people out.

“There are detainees who have 
been there for months or even years, 
and it really takes a toll on people.

“One detainee had been locked up 
just two weeks before her wedding 
because the authorities decided her 
relationship wasn’t real. 

“What really upset her was that 
they didn’t even seem to have tried 
to find out.”

The Tories also back the European 
Union’s (EU) clampdown on migrants 
in the Greek islands, which escalated 
last week. 

The EU now plans a migrant prison 
ship off the coast of Libya.

This makes the convoy all the 
more vital. 

Tim said, “We should be able to 
make a significant donation to the 
people in Calais. 

“But it’s also about taking people 
over to show we stand in solidarity 
with them—and put pressure on the 
government to change its policies.”
Go to bit.ly/1OuwaQu for more  
information about the 18 June convoy 
to Calais or to sign up

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

REFUGEES and 
supporters protesting 
in Calais last October 
(above). Protests have 
continued to demand 
that the Tories allow the 
refugees into Britain, 
and some children have 
written letters to child 
refugees in Calais (left) 
 Pictures: Guy smallman and  

 sally Kincaid

Peter Metcalf
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 Rally shows  
 left can win  
 people over
OVER 200 people joined a left 
wing debate on the EU referendum 
in Brighton last week.

Caroline Lucas, the local Green 
Party MP, argued that the left 
should remain in the EU to reform 
it. Tom Hickey, a UCU union and 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 
member, argued to break apart the 
EU bosses’ club.

Lucas argued that Britain would 
move to the right if it left the EU.

Hickey said, “The EU terrorised 
one of its own states to overturn 
the democratically elected Syriza 
government in Greece.”

Migrants
Lucas argued that it is right wing 
governments, not EU institutions, 
that are the problem.

But the EU deal with Turkey 
allows it to deport migrants from 
Greece to Turkey.

Hickey said, “The EU is turning the 
Mediterranean into a sea of death.” 

At the beginning of the meeting 
24 people were for Leave and 27 
didn’t know. By the end 33 were for 
Leave and 36 didn’t know.

Lexit, the Left Leave campaign, 
is organising a tour across Britain 
and was to host an internationalist 
rally in London on Wednesday 
this week. The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition is also organising 
a London meeting on 2 June. 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans
For more details on Lexit go to 
leftleave.org and for more on TUSC go 
to tusc.org.uk

Labour misses chance 
to hurt Tories over EU
IT COULDN’T be clearer that 
there is a chance to topple 
Cameron over the EU vote—but 
Labour is throwing the chance 
away. It should be boosting the 
left exit campaign.

Instead former Labour 
shadow chancellor Ed Balls 
spoke for Remain alongside Tory 
chancellor George Osborne and 
former business secretary Vince 
Cable on Monday. The event 
was organised by union-buster 
Michael O’Leary’s Ryanair.

Speaking alongside the hated 
Tories means Labour risks getting 
punished.

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn said last Saturday that 
responsibility for many of the 
problems people face “lies in 10 
Downing Street, not in Brussels”.

His comments were reportedly 
a response to concerns within 
the Remain camp that they are 
encountering significant hostility 
to the EU on the doorstep in 
traditional Labour areas.

The Tories are the immediate 
enemy but the EU is thoroughly 
reactionary.

If Corbyn backed Leave he 
would seal Cameron’s fate and 
destroy the argument that only 
right wingers are for exit.

The Green Party’s Caroline 
Lucas and Natalie Bennett, 
shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell and Yanis Varoufakis 
are to tour to persuade left wing 
voters to choose to stay in the EU.

Waterboarding
Varoufakis has repeatedly 
described how the EU forced the 
Greek government to “subject 
itself to financial waterboarding 
before any finance was offered”. 

He now claims that it can be a 
force for good. But fundamental 
changes would require the 
agreement of all 28 EU states.

Meanwhile the Labour left 
group Momentum’s national 
committee was to decide this 
Saturday whether to take 
a national position on the 
referendum, and if so what it 
should be. 

It has asked supporters what 
their views are on the issue. 

It should back Leave.

 Tory splits  
 provide the  
 opportunity  
 of a lifetime 
The Tories are in disarray over the 
EU. If the left unites against it we 
can win big, argues Charlie Kimber

“TORIES IN meltdown” ran a 
headline in the Sunday Times 
newspaper last week. The story 
said, “As party unity crumbles, 
Boris Johnson may be back to 
seize Cameron’s job”. 

The Tories are tearing themselves 
apart over the European Union (EU) 
referendum, with bitter rows every 
day. 

The blood-spilling will continue 
right up until the vote on 23 June—
and beyond.

This is the moment to step up the 
exit campaign from the left. It should 
oppose racism, the EU bosses’ club, 
the pro-corporation trade deals and 
stand for internationalism and work-
ers’ unity.

Recession
The Remain camp has mobilised the 
forces that spectacularly plunged the 
world into recession in 2008 to say 
leaving the EU would spell economic  
disaster.

Las t  week Tory  chance l -
lor George Osborne said the 
Treasury had begun contingency  
planning to shore up Britain’s 
financial system should the Leave 
vote win. He said there would be  
“extreme volatility”. 

The next day Bank of England 
governor Mark Carney said risks of 
leaving “could possibly include a 

technical recession”.
The next day Christine Lagarde, 

head of the International Monetary 
Fund, came to London to make a 
speech at the Treasury.

She said, “We have done our 
homework and we haven’t found 
anything positive to say about a  
Brexit vote.”

Campaign
The right wing official Leave 
campaign hit back last Sunday.  
Former mayor of London Boris 
Johnson insultingly compared 
the EU’s aims to those of Nazi  
Adolf Hitler. 

BACK STORY
The Tories are tearing 
themselves apart over the EU 
lDavid Cameron will almost 
certainly be forced to step down 
as leader if he loses the vote
lBosses’ institutions such as the 
CBI and the IMF are behind the 
Remain campaign
lSplits in the party since the 
1990s are coming to the surface
lBank of England governor 
Mark Carney has warned against 
leaving—and some on the Tory 
right have demanded he resign

He said this was because both had 
tried to unify Europe under a single 
“authority”. 

Johnson said Hitler and Napoleon 
had both attempted and failed to 
rediscover the “golden age of peace 
and prosperity under the Romans”. 

The EU was “an attempt to do this 
by different methods”.

Very rich people on both sides are 
peddling their reactionary views on 
Europe.

Carolyn Fairbairn, the head of 
the bosses’ CBI organisation, tried 
to blame fears about leaving for the 
stagnant British economy. 

She said last week, “A dark cloud 

of uncertainty is looming over global 
growth, particularly around the out-
come of the EU referendum, which is 
chilling some firms’ plans to invest.”

Privatise
Arron Banks—a millionaire who 
leads the Leave.EU group and sup-
ports Ukip—said, “If it were up to 
me, I’d privatise the NHS.”

We need independent poli-
tics against the bosses on both  
sides.

Socialist Worker supports the 
Leave campaign from the left. 

We don’t  share platforms 
with the Tories or Ukip and we 

argue against those who say  
that migrants are a problem. 

The Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) 
drives privatisation into key public 
services and threatens the NHS.

It  is  being negotiated in 
secret between the US and  
the EU. 

TTIP is a powerful symbol of the 
interests dominating the EU—and 
another reason to leave it.

On other pages...
Is the European Union a force 
against war? >>Page 15

CAMERON IS trying desperately to hold his party together, but if he can’t deliver a big win then he’s toast  

FIGURE IT OUT

1,357  

migrants have died in the 
Mediterranean so far this year

160,OO0 
refugees promised to be  
taken in by EU countries

11.82    million euros 
for the EU’s  
operation Sofia to 
keep refugees out

Cameron wants Ukip debate
DAVID Cameron 
has agreed to a 
television debate on 
the referendum—but 
only if his opponent is 
Ukip’s Nigel Farage.

He wants to pretend 
that everyone against 
the EU is even more 
right wing and racist 
than the Tories. 

The Daily Mail 
newspaper said 
the debate was “an 
audacious, secretly 
negotiated pact”. 

Cameron thinks he will 
benefit by debating 
someone who has 

only narrow support. 
Farage hopes to gain 
because he has had a 
relatively low profile 
so far but can get on 
television and rant 
about immigration.

One survey last 
week showed that  
29 percent of potential 
voters have not yet 
made up their minds 
about how to vote.

They deserve much 
more than this bigots’ 
and bosses’ barney.

Ukip leader Nigel Farage

THE EU is no friend to workers

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

MOVING TO THE RIGHT 
IS NO WAY TO WIN

 D
ON’T BE like Tony 
Blair—whose war killed 
a million Iraqis, who 
lost Labour four million 
votes, and who paved 

the way for NHS privatisation.
That’s not controversial advice 

for most people. But it is if you’re 
newly elected London mayor Sadiq 
Khan.

He said last week that getting 
“back into the habit of winning 
elections” meant being more like 
the former Labour leader and war 
criminal.

As well as the slaughter in Iraq, 
Blair is responsible for the Labour 
Party enthusiastically embracing 
big business and shunning trade 
unions. Hated Tory prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher saw him as her 
greatest achievement.

Yet the Labour right insists 
that without a new Blair they are 
doomed to electoral failure.

The right spent the run-up 
to the elections earlier this 
month trying to smear Jeremy 
Corbyn and the Labour left with 
accusations of antisemitism.

The idea was that the furore 
would lead to disastrous results 
for Labour—and Corbyn’s 
leadership could be challenged.

It didn’t work. Labour increased 

its vote share since 2015, and 
overall the party lost only a few 
council seats across England. 

Labour won every mayoral 
election, including big victories in 
London and Bristol where Marvin 
Rees more than doubled Labour’s 
2012 vote.

With no chance of getting rid 
of him soon, Corbyn’s opponents 
are demanding that he moves to 
the right. There is a danger that 
Corbyn supporters concede to 
such demands.

Corbyn was the keynote 
speaker at the conference of right 
wing Labour faction Progress last 
Saturday. He called for unity and 
“inclusivity” across the party.

Corbyn has already made too 

many concessions to the right. 
Dropping his opposition to the 
European Union in order to 
appease Labour right wingers who 
want a Remain vote could end up 
saving David Cameron.

But his speech also showed 
signs of fighting back.

He rightly said Labour should 
challenge the right wing “economic 
narrative” of  “rolling back the 
state, privatising services, cutting 
provision”.

Progress was founded by 
Blairites to push for Labour to 
embrace all of those things.

That same day Corbyn spoke 
at a housing protest in north 
London. Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell joined a protest that 
blocked the road at Oxford Circus 
in central London.

McDonnell told Socialist 
Worker that Labour had to be a 
“social movement”—not just an 
“electoral machine”.

Corbyn was elected as Labour 
leader last September because his 
campaign mobilised hundreds of 
thousands of people looking for an 
alternative. 

They wanted to beat the right, 
not to join them. Turning that 
enthusiasm into real resistance is 
the way to do just that.

SHAME OF THRONES
 THIS WEEK’S queen’s speech 

will bring more attacks on 
ordinary people.

Full details were still to emerge 
as Socialist Worker went to press. 

But the speech will likely 
include turning more schools into 
academies and slashing funding.

Universities could be opened 
up to for-profit institutions and 
students could find their fees 
hiked even higher.

Prison governors could grab 
more control over their budgets 
and the running of prisons as 

league tables let “reform prisons” 
take over “failing” ones.  Yet there 
is nothing to tackle overcrowding, 
poor conditions and brutality. 

All these attacks undermine the 
idea that the state must provide 
services.  They aim to encourage 
privatisation and competition.

There will be more racism and 
Islamophobia too.  The government 
wants yet more powers to ban 
groups that “promote hatred”. 

These laws will target Muslims, 
not fascists or the far right.

And while the unelected Lords 

aren’t a progressive force, the 
Tories still want to limit their 
powers to stop them blocking 
government attacks.

The Tories hope to avoid 
controversy in the run-up to the 
European Union referendum.

Yet the queen’s speech is full of 
measures that will make workers’ 
lives worse and boost the power 
of big business.

Resistance such as the protests 
over forced academies has 
exposed the Tories’ vulnerability. 
More action can stop the attacks.

The aim of those 
who made Corbyn 
leader was to 
beat the right—
not to join them

‘‘ 

There’s more on the 
Socialist Worker website

WWW.SOCIALISTWORKER.CO.UK

lFor more news and analysis as it happens

lReports and pictures from picket lines and 
protests from Britain ...and all over the world

lSubscribe to email updates so you won’t miss out

Socialist Worker (Britain)
@SocialistWorker

5NEWS & COMMENT 4
Socialist Worker  18 May 2016Socialist Worker  18 May 2016



ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Turkish turnaround 
can’t last forever
I’VE BEEN in Istanbul participating in the Marxism 
2016 festival organised by the Revolutionary Socialist 
Workers Party (DSIP). Turkish politics has undergone an 
astonishing reversal over the past year. 

The president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, remains 
the dominant figure. He led the Islamist Justice and 
Development Party (AKP) to victory first in 2003.

The AKP’s social base is the pious small-town capitalists of 
Anatolia and its economic policies are solidly neoliberal. But 
Erdogan has been quite masterly in exploiting the Muslim 
majority’s sense of having been excluded since Kemal 
Ataturk established the secular Turkish Republic in 1923.

Erdogan’s greatest challenge to the secularist 
establishment came when he initiated a “peace process” 
involving negotiations with the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK). The PKK had been waging an armed struggle 
since the mid-1980s, asserting the right to national self-
determination of the Kurdish people, whose very existence 
had been denied by the state since the 1920s.

This brought Erdogan into conflict with the Turkish “deep 
state”. At its core are the military, who have, in successive 
coups in 1960, 1971, 1980 and 1997 asserted their claim to 
have the last say in politics.

When a military conspiracy against the government—
known as Ergenekon—was exposed, dozens of generals were 
jailed. But today Erdogan has unleashed the military in a 
new war against the Kurds. On the government’s own figures 
6,000 people have died in the fighting in Kurdish areas that 
erupted in June last year.

This U-turn may have been partly motivated by Erdogan’s 
efforts to save his own skin. A chief ally in his war with the 
military was the Islamist movement led by Fethullah Gulen, 
which had powerful influence in the media and judiciary. 

But they fell out in 2013 when the Gulenists leaked tapes 
exposing apparent corruption by Erdogan and his son.

So he turned brutally against them, taking over their 
newspapers. Erdogan now claims Ergenokon was a myth. 

He has released the generals, while the Gulenist judges 
and prosecutors who investigated them have been sacked or 
even jailed.

Implosion
But the fundamental factor in this reversal is the war in 
Syria. Erdogan believed that the implosion of the Arab world 
with the revolutions of 2011 would make Turkey the master 
of the Middle East. He intervened in the Syrian civil war, 
seeking the overthrow of president Bashar al-Assad.

Assad responded very craftily by pulling his forces out of 
the Kurdish areas in northern Syria. These were seized by 
the guerrillas of the Syrian wing of the PKK. 

Their republic of Rojava has become an important ally for 
both the US and Russia in their fight against Isis and other 
Islamist armed groups.

The PKK advance in Syria would pose a mortal threat to 
Erdogan if it spread to Turkey. So he killed off the peace 
process. 

When the PKK mounted urban risings in Turkish Kurdistan 
the army responded brutally. The PKK fighters discovered that 
US air support stopped at the Turkish border.

Amid a media blackout, Erdogan’s new-found friends in 
the army used air power and artillery to flatten whole towns. 
Outgoing prime minister Ahmet Davutoglu threw a light on 
the carnage when he said the government would rebuild the 
centre of the main Kurdish city, Diyarbakir.

With 50 percent support in the opinion polls Erdogan is in 
still on top. But the man who sought to remake the Turkish 
state and the whole Middle East has been forced back. He’s 
now on the old track of his Kemalist predecessors—beating 
the nationalist drum and fighting the Kurds.

Erdogan won’t break the Kurds. And his success is partly 
a function of economic growth driven by a property bubble 
familiar from Britain, Ireland, and Spain in the 2000s.

Erdogan has fought to keep interest rates low so that the 
bubble will carry on inflating.

Istanbul’s skyline—like that of most other Turkish cities—
has been transformed in recent years.

But we know from the global financial crash of 2007-8 
that the bubble will burst. The time may not be far off when 
even Erdogan’s luck runs out.

Welsh strikers win support 
amid deadlock in Assembly
Striking museum 
workers put their 
demands to Welsh 
politicians in talks to 
form a government, 
Nick Clark reports

WORKERS AT the National 
Museum Wales entered 
the  th i rd  week of  an  
all-out strike this week as 
politicians wrangled over 
who would lead the Welsh 
government.

The PCS union members 
went on indefinite strike at 
the end of last month as part 
of a two-year fight against an 
attack on their pay.

Museum bosses want to 
scrap weekend premium 
payments. Some workers 
could lose as much as £3,000 
a year. Extra weekend work-
ing could disrupt workers’ 
family lives.

This Thursday marked 
three weeks since the all-out 
strike began.

Talks between bosses and 
union officials continued 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press. Any agreement that 
requires more funding will 
have to be approved by the 
Welsh Assembly.

Around 100 strikers ral-
lied outside the Senedd—the 
Welsh Assembly building—in 
Cardiff on Wednesday of last 
week. The rally came on the 
day that Assembly Members 
(AMs) met to form a new 
Welsh government following 
the 5 May elections.

The strikers demanded 
that Welsh Labour Party 
leader and incumbent first 
minister Carwyn Jones hon-
ours his promise to intervene 
in their dispute.

They were joined by  
20 AMs from Labour and 

Plaid Cymru offering support.
But Labour was unable 

to form a government after 
Plaid Cymru nominated 
its leader Leanne Wood as 
Welsh first minister in oppo-
sition to Jones.

Wood and Jones got the 
same number of votes, mean-
ing neither could form a 
government.

The strikers’ PCS branch 
vice chair Geraint Parfitt was 

at the rally. He told Socialist 
Worker, “With the vote today 
meaning Jones couldn’t form 
a government we’ll have to 
wait a little longer to see 
what happens. But Leanne 
Wood is behind us as well.”

He added, “There was a 
lot of support from AMs from 
Labour and Plaid Cymru such 
as Bethan Jenkins and Lynne 
Neagle. They were really  
supportive of us. It boosted 
strikers’ confidence.”

In the meantime it’s crucial 
that the strikers continue to 
get support and donations to 
the strike fund to help them 
keep going.

Strikers also rallied in 
Swansea last Saturday. They 
were joined by members from 
other sections of the PCS, as 
well as other unions such as 

Unison and the NUJ.
Cardiff strikers visited 

London on Thursday of last 
week (see below). They 
raised hundreds of pounds for 
the strike fund after visiting 
the Equity union offices, the 
RMT union’s national execu-
tive and other PCS members 
at the Department of Energy 
and Climate Change.

Strikers from the Slate 
M u s e u m  a l s o  v i s i t e d 
Liverpool on Tuesday. More 
solidarity visits were set to 
take place, including a visit 
to Bristol by miners from the 
Big Pit coal mining museum 
on Wednesday of this week.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

STRIKERS AND supporters in Swansea (above), Labour’s 
Welsh leader Carwyn Jones falls short of a majority (left)

‘People can help us in our plight’
TWO STRIKERS from 
the National Museum 
in Cardiff spoke at a 
solidarity meeting in 
London last week.

Striker Mike Corbridge 
told the meeting that they 
represented some of “the 
poorest paid” workers in 
the museum.

He added, “Management 
have used bullying tactics 
saying that if we don’t sign 
the new conditions they’ll 
sack us and rehire us on 
the new contracts. They 
treat us like we don’t do a 
good job when we do.”

Candy Udwin, a PCS rep 
from the National Gallery, 

where workers went on 
all-out strike last year, told 
the strikers they are “a 
beacon for us all”.

She said, “If you win it 
will be an inspiration for 
us all.”

Mike appealed for 

solidarity to help the strike 
win. He said, “People 
can help us by signing 
the petition, writing to 
management and donating 
whatever they can to 
support us in our plight 
against management.”

Actors’ union Equity puts on a show of solidarity

TAKE ACTION
lDonate to the strike 
fund.  Bank: Unity Trust 
Bank Account name: 
PCS Amgueddfa Cymru 
107006 Branch Hardship 
Fund Account number: 
20364700 Sort code:  
60-83-01. Or donate 
online at bit.ly/26eNhvq
lSign the online petition 
at bit.ly/1W2tavK
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Junior doctors still up for fight, 
but pause threatensmomentum
Talks with health secretary Jeremy Hunt came as junior doctors met for their conference. The 
conference reflected a mood to fight—and possible dangers, reports Tomáš Tengely-Evans
T H E  B R I T I S H  M e d i c a l 
Association (BMA) was locked in 
talks with Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

The negotiations on the imposi-
tion of a dangerous new contract 
were set to end on Wednesday. 
They are a sign of mounting pres-
sure on Hunt. But his aim is still 
to break the dispute’s momentum, 
force the BMA into retreat and push 
ahead with privatisation. 

The outcome is critical to the 
future of the junior doctors’ fight—
the BMA must stand firm. 

Niki, a junior doctor in east 
London, told Socialist Worker, “It 
looks like we’ll be offered a new 
contract on Wednesday. We’ll have 
to be balloted on it—if there’s still 
shortcomings, we will have the 
option to reject it.”

Hunt agreed to “pause” the impo-
sition of the contract for five days 
last Monday. But that was only if 
the BMA agreed to focus negotia-
tions on Saturday pay and unsocial 
hours.

Former TUC general secretary 
Brendan Barber, who now heads 
the government’s Acas conciliation 
service, successfully pushed for 
them to be extended. 

Anger
The dispute has become a focus for 
anger at the Tories’ attacks on the 
NHS and austerity and politicised 
many junior doctors. 

Niki said, “A lot more junior doc-
tors are now connected to others 
who are fighting for the NHS. 
We’re now organising a meeting 
with other health workers and cam-
paigners to plan the next steps to 
stop privatisation.”

The mood was reflected at the 
BMA’s junior doctors’ conference—
its biggest ever—in London last 
Saturday.

Junior doctor Megan told 
Socialist Worker, “Lots of junior 
doctors who’ve never been before 
were there.

“The fact that motions on work-
ing with other unions and support-
ing refugees passed shows how 
people are becoming political.”

But there was also a tension at 
the conference.

The right resisted attempts to 
transform the BMA from a pro-
fessional association into a trade 
union.

With the leadership’s support the 
conference agreed to “Working to 
foster and develop links with other 
unions”.

This was a shift from last year’s 
conference, which rejected a simi-
lar motion. But a call for the BMA 

to look into TUC affiliation fell. The 
right argued affiliation would stop 
the BMA being “apolitical”.

Yet the junior doctors’ dispute 
has shown how politics cannot be 
avoided in a battle for the NHS.

Junior doctors have shown they 
are determined to resist Hunt’s 
attack.

But there’s a danger that sec-
tions of the BMA leadership will 
back down without defeating the 
contract.

The BMA should escalate strikes 
after the talks—and all trade union-
ists should build solidarity for them.

On other pages...
Beating back the blacklisters 
>>Pages 10&11

JUNIOR DOCTORS on strike last month Picture: Guy Smallman

Hunt lied about funding
TORY HEALTH secretary 
Jeremy Hunt has lied about 
NHS funding figures, health 
economists at the Kings Fund 
think tank have said.

Hunt denied the deepening 
crisis in the NHS was driven 
by austerity and claimed 
that the 1.6 percent funding 
increase is the sixth largest in 
the NHS’s history. 

But the Kings Fund’s John 
Appleby and Adam Roberts 
showed it was only the 28th 
largest increase, which takes 
apart the Tories claims to be 

safeguarding the NHS.  
They also attacked the 

Tories’ claim that they’re 
providing £3.8 billion in 
additional funding. NHS 
inflation is at 4 percent. 

Even if the cash was “front 
loaded”—used at the start of 
the financial year—it amounts 
to only around 2.5 percent 
extra.

Appleby and Roberts argued 
that a better measure of total 
NHS spending is Department 
of Health’s budget, which is 
only increasing by £1.8 billion. 

ABORTION

Bigots attack  
the right to 
choose
by SADIE ROBINSON

RIGHT WING rags attacked the 
Royal College of Midwives (RCM) 
over abortion this week. 

The Daily Mail railed against the 
“feminist union” for opposing time 
limits on abortion.

It found a midwife in Northern 
Ireland to attack the RCM. Yet 
abortion is illegal in Northern 
Ireland so any debate over time 
limits is irrelevant there.

The RCM backs the campaign 
We Trust Women, which wants to 

remove the abortion time limit 
from criminal law.

It’s absolutely right to demand 
women are not criminalised for 
trying to control their own bodies.

Currently women in Britain can 
access abortion services up to  
24 weeks into their pregnancy. 

But they have to meet certain 
conditions and two doctors have to 
agree to the abortion.

Restrictions, stigma and legal 
threats makes the process more 
difficult and stressful, particularly 
for vulnerable women.

The Mail claimed that without 
legal time limits, women would 
abort foetuses later “for the 
convenience of the mother or 
because they were the ‘wrong’ 
sex.”

This racist and sexist 
scaremongering has no basis in 
reality. It’s right to campaign to 
extend a woman’s right to choose.

RCM chief executive Cathy Warwick
was attacked by the Mail
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STRIKERS JOINED marches across France           Picture: PA 

Protest against the 
mass jailings in Egypt
OVER 150 activists seized 
during the crackdown on the 
protest movement against 
Egypt’s sale of its Tiran and 
Sanafir islands to Saudi Arabia 
have been given long jail 
sentences and heavy fines. 

Judges handed down 
five-year prison terms and 
fines of nearly £8,000 to 
101 defendants in two cases 
connected to protests planned 
for 25 April. 

A further 51 people received 
two-year jail sentences in 
another case.

Revolutionary activists 
Nagy Kamel, Mohamed Nagy 
and Mahmoud Ezzat are 
among those sentenced to five 
years in Egypt’s dangerously 
overcrowded and insanitary 
jails. 

The Facebook page of  
6 April Youth Movement shared 
pictures of tiny cells crammed 
with political prisoners, 
sweltering in the 45 degree 
heat.

In a separate case Sanaa 
Seif was also jailed for 
six months for “insulting 

the judiciary”. Sanaa was 
summoned by prosecutors 
during the crackdown on the 
25 April protests but refused to 
cooperate. 

Sanaa’s brother Alaa 
Abdelfattah is serving a five-
year sentence for taking part in 
protests against military trials 
for civilians in 2013.

Labour lawyer Haitham 
Mohamedain and human rights 
activist Ahmed Abdullah were 
also arrested. Both had their 
pre-trial detention renewed and 
could face serious charges. 
Sign the protest and solidarity  
statement egyptsolidarityinitiative.org

IN BRIEF
Brazil’s new 
regime opposed
BRAZIL’S NEW government 
led by president Michel Temer 
has already faced spirited 
opposition. 

Some 20,000 took to the 
streets of Sao Paulo on Thursday 
of last week to denounce an 
illegitimate government. 

High school students in four 
states continue their militant 
occupation movement against 
local cuts to education funding.

Temer assumed the 
presidency after Brazil’s 
senators voted to impeach 
former president Dilma Rousseff 
of the Workers’ Party (PT) for 
state accounting irregularities. 

But Temer’s first act was to 
appoint an all-male, all-white 
group of 23 political allies as 
ministers, including seven under 
investigation for corruption in 
the Petrobras scandal.
Sean Purdy in Sao Paolo
Longer article socialistworker.co.uk

‘Fantastically’ 
British roots
DAVID CAMERON’S description 
of Nigeria and Afghanistan as 
“fantastically corrupt”, on the 
sidelines of the bosses’ anti-
corruption summit in London 
last week, was extraordinarily 
hypocritical. The man who 
benefited from an offshore fund 
was daring to denounce dodgy 
financial dealing.

The corruption that Cameron 
now criticises is a product of his 
own ancestors. The system left 
by the British continued after 
independence. Virtually all the 
country’s “founding fathers” 
were embroiled in scandals. 

But the heydays of corruption 
still lay ahead. The serving 
and immediate past presidents 
of the senate are some of the 
Nigerian bosses exposed by the 
Panama Papers.

Ending corruption requires 
workers’ democratic control. 
This will be established with 
international socialist revolution.
Baba Aye in Nigeria
Longer article socialistworker.co.uk

Travel ban for 
BDS founder
THE ISRAELI government has 
banned one of the Palestinian 
founders of the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement from travelling 
out of Israel.

Israeli officials have refused 
to renew Omar Barghouti’s 
travel documents. The activist 
regularly travels to different 
countries to campaign for BDS 
internationally. It comes after 
Israeli intelligence minister 
Yisrael Katz called for “targeted 
civil eliminations” of leading 
BDS activists at an anti-BDS 
conference in March.

Protesting on 25 April in Egypt

French workers say no to the Work Law

French workers escalate 
resistance to Work Law
by DAVE SEWELL

ROAD BLOCKS and picket 
lines went up around ports, oil 
refineries, industrial estates 
and distribution centres across 
France on Monday night and 
Tuesday morning.

Workers stepped up their revolt 
against the Labour-type Socialist 
Party president Francois Hollande’s 
proposed Work Law—and the state 
stepped up its repression.

This is the first week of the cam-
paign against the law to see two 
national days of action. 

Unions escalated action against 
the law with longer strikes and 
more workers involved.

First out were haulage workers. 
The new law would slash the over-
time pay that makes up a big chunk 
of their wages. 

Next were rail workers. They are 
also fighting plans that would drive 
down their conditions to soften the 
service up for privatisation.

Workers at the Total oil refin-
ery in Donges in western France 
pledged, “Not a drop of petrol will 
leave and not a service station will 
be supplied.”

Decisive
Denis Godard, a revolutionary 
socialist in Paris, told Socialist 
Worker, “The next few days could 
be decisive. The Work Law still has a 
few weeks to go through parliament 
so there’s time to beat it, but every-
thing depends on whether this move 
towards bigger strikes takes off.”

Activists from the “Nuit Debout” 
movement of city square assem-
blies—meaning “night on our 
feet”—joined workers’ action.

After two months of resistance, 
prime minister Manuel Valls faced 
losing the vote in parliament last 
week. So he suspended debate on 
the Work Law.

MPs could only oppose it by 
voting for a motion of no confidence 
and toppling the government.

Over 350,000 people signed 
a petition for MPs in Hollande’s 
Socialist Party (PS) to do this.

On an emergency protest out-
side France’s parliament, Vanina 
Guidicelli told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s a huge political crisis and 
it’s a product of the mass 
movement.

“The protests pushed the 
government to offer conces-
sions. That led the right wing 
opposition, which had been 
supportive of the 
Work Law, 
t o  t u r n 
against it. 
They also 
p u s h e d  a 
sect ion of 
the left wing 
MPs to break 

with the government.” Enough MPs 
opposed Valls to bring him down. 

But PS rebels and Tories refused 
to vote together. Last weekend saw 
protests banned and draconian “pre-
ventative” banning orders imposed 
on activists accused of no crime.

Cops were set to hold their 
own provocative demonstration 
on Wednesday in the Place de 
Republique square that is Nuit 
Debout’s central base.

It is backed by far right groups—
and some union leaders.

Action
An international day of action in 
support of Nuit Debout last Sunday 
marked the fifth anniversary of the 
“Indignados” movement that occu-
pied city squares in the Spanish 
state. Denis said, “The movement 
is shot through with debates, some-
times messy ones. 

“They are about what to 
do about the police or the 

union leaders, about the 
strike movements and their 
importance.

“Nuit Debout activists 
have gone to support 

strikers. Workers in 
other sectors, such 
as Air  France, 
a r e  d e c i d i n g 
whether to join 
the continuous 
strikes. 

“If this takes 
off we can win.”
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ScotRail mind 
the safety gap
A MAN was permanently 
injured last week falling 
between a railway 
carriage and platform at 
Dumbarton East station 
in Scotland.

The platform was 
unattended and there 
was no guard on the 
train. 

The RMT union wants 
guards returned to 
ScotRail trains.

Anna Potrykus
by email

Let’s repeat 
French history
IN MAY 1968 in France 
the student movement 
led to the biggest general 
strike in history.

Some nine million 
workers put Paris 
on lockdown. These 
revolutionary events can 
and will be repeated. 

Learn the lessons!
Kenny Cairns

on Twitter

Take over the 
care homes
CARE HOMES are in 
crisis. These should be 
co-operatives where all 
the workers share in the 
business.

Paying virtually no 
wages to care for the 
most vulnerable in our 
society is a disgrace. 

Who profits? Only the 
greedy owners.

I know my family have 
had experience of these 
care homes.

Derdriu Ni Cathmhaoil
on Facebook

There’s work 
to be done
YOUR ARTICLE asks, 
“Do we have to make 
warships to save jobs?” 
(Socialist Worker, 
11 May). There’s plenty 
of work to be done 
cleaning up the filth of 
the nuclear industry 
in as safe, decent and 
environmentally friendly 
a manner possible. As 
an ex-shipyard worker I 
know we could do it.

Phil Johns
on Facebook

Cameron’s 
summit a joke
DAVID CAMERON held 
an anti-corruption 
summit in London last 
week.

It’s a joke. A bunch of 
crooks meeting a bunch 
of crooks telling each 
other not to get caught.

Ro Pegg
on Facebook

Just a 
thought...

 Corruption starts at home in London
I RECENTLY watched a 
Commons select committee 
chaired by Keith Vaz.

They are examining so 
called “dirty” money that is 
being used to purchase 
many millions of pounds 
worth of property in 
London.

Last year David Cameron 
said he was going to do 
something about it. But has 
he? What difference is 
there now?

Last week he called 
Nigeria a corrupt country. 
What about Britain?

As a teacher I am what’s 
called a key worker. This 
means I can select a shared 

ownership deal. But the  
last offer I had was for a 
two bed flat in south 
London, full price 
£530,000.

I won’t go into the maths 
but it is utterly ridiculous 
that this is put forward as 

help to buy. It is more like 
help to keep the London 
housing bubble inflated. 

This bubble is fuelled by 
dirty money, prices are kept 
high and hardworking 
people are priced out of 
their city.

Politicians turn a blind 
eye. For far too long, 
property has been used as a 
money making machine.

There has to be a limit 
on landlords who 
sometimes own 50, 100 or 
more houses. First time 
buyers have little chance.

Please let me know if I 
can join any protests.

Name and address provided

Big swing 
in Bristol
THE ELECTION of Labour’s 
Marvin Rees in the Bristol 
mayoral election—like that 
of Sadiq Khan in London—
is a kick in the teeth to 
racists.

That a city so associated 
with the history of slavery 
has a black mayor is 
something to celebrate. 

Labour won control of 
the council too. It got big 
votes from the working 
class areas.

The Green party suffered 
setbacks with its vote 
mainly coming from the 
more affluent areas.

Labour’s success is a real 
sign of the impact of 
Corbyn’s leadership. He 
came to Bristol many times 
during the campaign.

But it remains to be seen 
if the new council will 
stand up to austerity. Many 
councillors are from the 
Labour right.

A good start would be 
the removal of library cuts. 

Huw Williams
Bristol

Result was 
not so bad
YOUR ARTICLE on the 
recent election results 
suggested Labour “could do 
better” (Socialist Worker 
online, 6 May).

This ignores the elephant 
in the room—the continual 
press hostility to Jeremy 
Corbyn. This has been 
intense from when he ran 
for leader, throughout the 
debate over bombing Syria 
and most recently the stitch 
up over antisemitism.

This article needs to look 
at all the facts. 

Dick Banker
via email

Don’t let new union law 
scare us out of strikes 
THE NEW Trade Union Act 
means, despite small 
concessions, that it will 
soon be virtually impossible 
to strike in very large 
numbers “within the law”.

The best way to defend 
the right to strike is to use 
it. I work in local 
government and my union, 
Unison, has just backed off 
from balloting for industrial 
action over pay.

The reason given was 
that turnout in a recent 
indicative ballot was low.

But the people who did 
vote voted for all-out, 

indefinite strikes.
There’s a determined 

minority of workers who 
are fed up with the 
destruction of the public 
sector and the pay freeze. 

And they are prepared to 
do something about it.

Instead of backing down 
Unison should have looked 
at how to build on that.

The Tories are weak and 
divided. United strikes 
could bring down this 
government and its 
loathsome Trade Union Act.

Local government worker 
West Midlands 

Apologies aren’t enough for 
institutional Islamophobia 
POLICE ORGANISED a rehearsal of 
a terrorist attack at the Trafford 
Centre near Manchester on 
Tuesday of last week.

A man dressed in black played 
the part of a suicide bomber. He 
shouted “Allah Akbar!” three times 
before a simulated explosion.

The police had spent five 
months planning every detail of 
this rehearsal since the atrocity in 
Paris last November.

At a press conference Muslims 
condemned the action.

Labour councillor Yasmin Dar 
asked, “Don’t they realise the hurt 
this caused?” She explained, “To 
use the term Allah Akbar implies 
that Islam condones terrorism.”

Azhar Shah, from Saath Saath 

community group based in 
Longsight, said, “We know the 
police apologised afterwards, but 
apologies are not enough.

“Why are Muslims always in the 
front line? This must never be 
allowed to happen again.”

Nahella Ashraf from Stand Up 
To Racism called it “religious and 
racial profiling”. She said, “It 
shows Islamophobia in the police 
force.”

Mohammed Azam from Oldham 
said, “Ten years ago Greater 
Manchester Police was found to be 
institutionally racist, what has 
changed? I want to see some 
heads roll.”

Mark Krantz
Manchester

lDAVID CAMERON now says he’s 
sorry for calling south London 
imam Suliman Gani a supporter of 
Isis. He says it was a mistake. But 
he knowingly smeared a man to 
skew an election, and didn’t take it 
back until voting was over.

Sam Dyson
Peterborough

lSPIN DOCTOR Lynton Crosby 
was knighted this month.

He was behind the Tories’ 
disgraceful Islamophobic 
campaign in the London mayoral 
election. They used tactics last 
used by the fascist British National 
Party. It didn’t work.

Sasha Simic
East London

Keith Vaz investigates 
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BLACKLISTERS

Multinational firms that ruined the lives of thousands 
of construction workers by denying them jobs have 
finally been called to account. But the price they paid 
for the blacklist they operated is not nearly high enough, 
says Simon Basketter

B
R I TA I N ’ S  l a r g e s t  
construction companies 
operated a blacklist that 
ruined lives. Denying 
“troublemakers” jobs 
to protect profits meant 

spying on the left, infiltrating union 
meetings, conspiring with cops and 
hounding people out of work.

The Information Commissioner’s 
Office seized a database from the 
Consulting Association (CA) black-
listing firm in 2009. It contained 
information on 3,213 construction 
workers and activists.

Some 44 firms paid the CA around 
£100,000 a year. As well as paying an 
annual fee, bosses also paid to request 
information on individual workers.

They used that information to vet 
new recruits, and keep trade union 
and health and safety activists out of 
jobs. Bosses paid £2.20 per request in 
2009. That was all it cost to wreck a 
working life.

But the workers who exposed and 
campaigned against the practice were 
vindicated last week. In the High 
Court construction bosses settled a 
case from workers in the GMB, Ucatt 
and Unite unions.

It cost bosses an admission of guilt 
and £50 million in compensation. 
One worker, John, said, “It is justice 
that I never thought I would ever see. 
I am sorry I will not get my day in 
court. I am sorry that the captains of 
this industry will not get cross exam-
ined under oath. 

“But I am glad that the bosses 
know that when they carry out black-
listing in the future there will be  
consequences if they are caught.”

Powerful
Blacklisting took place in the context 
of high-profile and powerful strikes 
by construction workers. Bosses 
hated workers raising health and 
safety issues or organising unions 
because that could block their profits.

Every barrier possible was put in 
front of the workers throughout their 
campaign. The bosses denied any-
thing had happened. 

It took a struggle to get the unions 
to acknowledge that workers had a 
case. In some instances unions took 
up Employment Tribunal cases only 

to hold onto the evidence 
until it was too late to 
make a claim.

Workers needed no 
win, no fee lawyers and 
union backing due to 

the cost of taking cases.
Sustained cam-

p a i g n i n g 
b y  t h e 
Blacklist 

Support Group kept the fight going. 
Shadow chancellor John McDonnell 
joined workers on the day of the High 
Court case last week. He had been 
at the first meeting of the Blacklist 
Support Group in 2010, when ten 
people attended.

The bosses set up a dreadful com-
pensation scheme to keep the cases 
out of court. When that failed they 
had to pay out millions and admit 
they did wrong. But they have 
avoided giving evidence in a trial.

Many workers were elated that the 
wrong against them was finally rec-
ognised, but they still want justice. 
Some said they felt that they had no 
choice but to accept the settlement. 
They were told that they could have 
to pay court costs otherwise.

Justice
Roy Bentham, a blacklisted carpen-
ter from Liverpool, applied not to be 
bound by the agreement but to con-
tinue to the full trial representing 
himself. Roy told the court how, as a 
Hillsborough survivor, he had waited 
27 years for justice with many false 
hopes in courtrooms over the decades.

To cheers he explained that he 
wanted to ensure that those responsi-
ble for the blacklist are held to account.  

Roy told the judge that he didn’t 
want money—but wanted a trial to go 
ahead with all the evidence presented. 
Gesturing to the workers present, he 
said, “It has been a privilege to stand 
beside them and this battle will go on.

“This will be judged in time because 
this hasn’t been justice today. A bit of 
compensation here and there is 
not justice. I look at the episode 
in this courtroom as a failure of 
the British justice system.”

Roy told Socialist Worker, 
“This has always been about 
truth and justice for me and so 
many of my fellow workers. That 
path begins here.”

Lord Justice Supperstone 
ruled against Roy and denied 
him the right to appeal.

The construction firms apolo-
gised “for the distress and anxiety  
caused to workers and their fami-
lies”. They could not bring themselves  
to use the word blacklisting.

Andrew Caldecott QC offered the 
bosses’ “sincere and unreserved apol-
ogies”. The court erupted with chants 
of, “No Justice—No Peace” by black-
listed workers.

Blacklist Support Group secretary 
Dave Smith told the court, “Under no 
circumstances do we consider this to 
be a sincere apology.”

The chanting continued for several 
minutes. According to Dave, “The vic-
tory in the High Court is a vindication 
for our campaign.

“The multi-million pound settle-
ments are a major hit for any organ-
isation. The admissions wrung out 
of the blacklisting companies are 
enormous.

“But the only thing the firms are 
sorry for is getting caught. This is not 
the end of the matter—this is unfin-
ished business.”

STILL COVERING UP
The Financial Times newspaper 
last week described the blacklist 
as “essentially a one-man 
operation run by Mr Kerr”.

Ian Kerr oversaw the day to 
day operation of the Consulting 
Association (CA) from 1993 until 
it was shut down in 2009. Kerr, 
now dead, was fined £5,000 in 
July 2009 for breaching the Data 
Protection Act.

It wasn’t a one-man show, 
though. Kerr was an unpleasant 
shill for big construction.

The company Sir Robert 
McAlpine paid Kerr’s fine. Kerr 
said this was because, “I put 
myself at the front, took the flak 
if you like for it, so they would 
remain hidden”.

The CA’s management 
meetings were usually held at 
the offices of the big construction 
companies.

Many workers are 
elated that the 
wrong against 
them is finally  
recognised, but 
they still want 
justice

‘‘ 

BEATING THE
Long history 
of bosses’ 
organisation
THE Economic League was 
a shadowy organisation 
set up in 1919 to combat 
Bolshevism.

In 1927 the League 
bemoaned the left’s 

response to its activities. 
They whined that their 
meetings suffered from, 
“The frenzied attempts 
made by extremists to 
silence our speakers. 

“In many places they 
have had to fight for their 
hearing, and their reports 
reveal many instances 
of bad language, of 
personal abuse organised 

opposition and rowdyism, 
stone throwing and—most 
offensive of all of spitting in 
the speakers faces.”

The League and the cops 
shared information and 
informants on unions.

They spied on the 
unemployed workers’ 
movements throughout the 
economic depression of the 
the 1920s and 1930s.

The Economic League 
ran a blacklist of thousands 
of workers. It was wound 
up in 1993.

The “Service Group” 
section of the Economic 
League spied on 
construction workers. 

Construction bosses 
were determined to keep  
it going as the Consulting 
Association.

How the cops helped ruin workers’ lives
POLICE SPIED on trade unionists 
and passed information to the 
illegal secret blacklist.

Undercover cop Peter Francis 
said his supervisors asked him in 
the 1990s to find evidence that an 
activist was in a “sham marriage”. 
She was from the US and the 
authorities wanted to deport her.

Information about the activist 
later turned up in a blacklist file 
on bricklayer Frank Smith, who 
was in a relationship with her.

Another undercover officer, Mark 
Jenner, infiltrated construction 
unions and other campaigns.

Some workers’ blacklist files 
contain information that could 
not have come from construction 

bosses. But it could have come 
from police spies in campaign 
meetings or on demonstrations.

Cops and those working for the 
blacklisters spied—but the links go 
higher. The Consulting Association 
(CA) and the police National 
Extremism Tactical Co-ordination 
Unit (NETCU) met in 2008 to 
discuss sharing information.

The meeting took place in the 
Bar Hotel in Oxfordshire. Chief 
inspector Gordon Mills gave a 
powerpoint presentation to bosses 
from blacklisting firms.

The cop in charge of NETCU 
was Steve Pearl. He went on to 
be a director of Agenda Security, 
which provides “vetting services” 

for business. His boss is former 
chief constable Anton Setchell. 
Setchell is now head of security at 
Laing O’Rourke.

There were files on activists 
outside the construction industry. 
There were 200 names of 
environmental activists. There 
were files on journalists and 
academics. There was a large 
number of files not seized by the 
Information Commissioner—
including, according to Kerr, a file 
held on Socialist Worker.

The City of London police 
passed information to construction 
companies about protests of rank 
and file electricians in 2012. This 
was three years after the CA closed.

Union or left wing? No job for you
THE BLACKLIST detailed workers 
described as “troublemakers”—a 
euphemism for trade unionist. 
One worker had been “seen at 
left wing meeting”. Another was 

an “SWP sympathiser”.
Writing a letter to a newspaper 

could get you on the blacklist. But 
many workers were blacklisted after 
industrial disputes in the 1990s and 
early 2000s.

These include those at the 
Jubilee Line tube extension, the 

Royal Opera House and Pfizer 
manufacturing sites in Kent.

Steve was on the Pfizer site and 
could not find work for years.

He told Socialist Worker, “An 
agency phoned and asked if we 
could work. We got a call a couple 
of days later telling us that we 
had the start.

“That evening I got a call 
telling me the job had fallen 
through. It happened time and 
time again. It still happens.

“For standing up over health and 
safety I have faced misery for years.”

Tony worked on the Jubilee Line 
Project. He said, “The firms should 
be held accountable—they’ve been 
taking food out of children’s mouths.”

Comments on workers’ files 
include, “Ex shop-steward. Definite 
problems. No Go”, “Do not touch!!”.

Disturbingly, the information 
on workers involved in the Jubilee 
Line dispute is described as, “Above 
information arose from liaison 
between union, contractor and 
managing agent at J/L.”

A description of a worker as 
a “militant” is said to have been 
“reported by EEPTU [union] 
official”. Others simply say next to 
information “source—Union”.

Frequent words on the files are 
“Co. did not further.” That means 
that, after the Consulting Association 
passed on its information, the 
worker didn’t get the job. It appears 
thousands of times.

Blacklisted workers celebrate with shadow chancellor John McDonnell outside the Royal Courts of Justice last week p
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Chief blacklister—Ian Kerr
Tenuous tenticles—an 
Economic League pamphletTargetted—Roy Bentham
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

HUDDERSFIELD
Racism, resistance and 
revolution
Wed 15 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
MEDWAY
Racism, resistance and 
revolution
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Racism, resistance and 
revolution
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
EU—the left case for exit
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Wellbeing Centre,
15 Chapel Field,  NR2 1SF
PORTSMOUTH
Capitalism in crisis—was 
Marx right?
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St, PO5 4EY
ROTHERHAM
Racism, resistance and 
revolution
Wed 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist Church 
Centre, Moorgate St, S60 2EY
TELFORD
Capitalism in crisis—was 
Marx right?
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade,
Wellington,  TF1 1PY
YORK
Capitalism in crisis—was 
Marx right?
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Priory Street Community 
Centre, 15 Priory St,
YO1 6ET

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 26 May, 6pm, 
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
What do we mean by 
dialectical materialism?
Thu 2 Jun, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Thu 26 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane (opposite 
the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
After Bernie Sanders, where 
next for the movement?
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
France—workers and 
students vs the government
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY
EU—the left case for exit
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

CAMBRIDGE
A rebel’s guide to Marx
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue (off 
Clarendon Rd), CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
How can workers win?
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Is the Communist 
Manifesto still relevant?
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
DONCASTER
Hillsborough—Tories, 
lies, cops and cover-ups
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
The fight against 
racism today
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
The general strike—
90 years on
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
ESSEX
After the elections, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, 
CM1 2QL
EXETER
Does the left have a problem 
with antisemitism?
Thu 26 May, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
GLASGOW: SOUTH
Engels, the family, private 
property and the state
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St, G42 7RA

HARLOW
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
How can we uproot racism?
Wed 25 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 26 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
What are the Tories 
doing to our schools?
Thu 26 May, 7pm, 
West Riding Pub (upstairs),
38 Wellington St, LS1 2DJ
LEICESTER
The EU—a left case for exit
Wed 8 Jun, 7pm, 
Leicester LGBT Centre,
15 Wellington St,
LE1 6HH
LIVERPOOL
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St, L7 7DX

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close to 
the station), 
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
Will the next world war 
start in Syria?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton, W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
Marxism and anarchism
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
The politics of mental health
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH

LONDON: KINGSTON
The struggle for 
freedom in Palestine
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
How can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and DLR 
station), SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Marxism and women’s 
liberation
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure Centre 
(Room 2), Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is class relevant in 
the 21st century?
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Alexandra Kollontai and 
women’s liberation
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Mental health, capitalism 
and the fight for 
the alternative
Wed 8 Jun, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, 
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Easter 1916—rebellion that 
rocked the British state
Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Paris Commune 1871—
when workers took power
Thu 9 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 
747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
NEWCASTLE
Can Corbynomics work?
Thu 26 May, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORTHAMPTON
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Wed 8 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Lab,
95-97 Charles St,
NN1 3BG
NOTTINGHAM
How can workers win?
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Is class relevant in 
the 21st century?
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Hillsborough—Tories, 
lies, cops and cover-ups
Thu 26 May, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
SOUTHAMPTON
Marx’s theory of alienation
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

ST ALBANS
James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd, AL1 3RD
SWANSEA
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WAKEFIELD
Fracking, climate change 
and capitalism—the socialist 
case for the environment
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,  WF1 3LJ
YORK
Hillsborough, the 
police and the state
Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BISHOP AUCKLAND
No Nazis in Bishop Auckland
Sat 11 Jun, 1.30pm, 
Bishop Auckland
DORCHESTER
What is to be done?
Sat 4 Jun, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
GLASGOW
No to Islamophobia! 
Refugees Welcome! 
Deport the Nazi SDL
Sat 4 Jun, 12.30am, 
George Square, G2 1DU
LONDON
Refugees welcome here—
racism out of the referendum
Wed 25 May, 6.30pm, 
NUT Building (Hamilton 
House), Mabledon Place,
Euston, WC1H 9BD. 
Organised by Stand Up to 
Racism
MANCHESTER
The Left debate on the EU
With Natalie Bennett  (Green 
Party) and Joseph Choonara 
(Lexit—Left Leave campaign)
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Central Methodist Hall,
Oldham St, M1 1JQ
NATIONAL
Bursary or Bust march 
Continuing the fight to save 
NHS bursaries
Sat 4 Jun, 1pm, 
St Thomas’ Hospital,
Westminster Bridge Rd,
London SE1 7EH
Marxism Festival 2016 —
Ideas to change the world
Thu 30 Jun—Mon 4 Jul 
Central London
marxismfestival.org.uk
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016
Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon, 
Birmingham
Stand Up to Racism 
Conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
London NW1 2BJ
Day school—Marxism 
and Nature
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London
One-day conference 
hosted by International 
Socialism journal. 
Tickets: £5/£10/£20.  
Go to isj.org.uk/day-school-
marxism-and-nature/ 

BIRMINGHAM & 
WEST MIDLANDS
Thu 26 May, 6.30pm, 
The Priory Rooms,  
40 Bull St,  
Birmingham, B4 6AF

GREATER 
MANCHESTER & 
NORTH  WEST
Wed 25 May, 6.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Mount St,  
Manchester, 
M2 5NS

LEEDS & WEST 
YORKSHIRE
Sat 21 May, 3pm, 
Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse 
Square, Leeds, 
LS3 1AD

LONDON: NORTH 
& NORTH EAST
Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 
Kurdish Community 
Centre, 11 Portland 
Gardens, Haringey, 
N4 1HU

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 8 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Karibu Centre,  
7 Gresham Rd,  
Brixton,
SW9 7PH

SHEFFIELD & 
SOUTH  YORKSHIRE
Thu 19 May, 6pm, 
Central United 
Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St, 
Sheffield,
S1 2JB

 Capitalism means racism,
climate change, poverty & war

 Is socialism   
 possible?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

More information at 
standuptoracism.org.uk

Socialist Worker  18 May 2016
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MUSIC
ALL FOR ONE
The Stone Roses

FANS OF 90s psychedelic rock 
band The Stone Roses have 
waited over twenty years for new 
material. 

It finally arrived last week but 
blew away almost no one.

Back in the day, the Roses’ 
Manchester swagger was an 
antidote to all the carefully 

cultivated boy bands that 
dominated British pop. They were 
arrogant and in your face, and 
seemed a cut above the swathe of 
60s-inspired guitar bands.

Unlike Oasis, no one was going 
to invite lead singer Ian Brown to 
meet with Tony Blair in Downing 
Street.

But this reincarnated Roses 
sounds like a pastiche of itself. It’s 
as though a tribute act has been 
hired to go through the motions.

The lyrical hook of the new 

single is the refrain, “If we all join 
hands we’ll make a wall”.

But the Summer of Love is 
long gone. Times are hard and 
getting harder for most people. 
Couldn’t some of the menace we 
associated with the “old” Roses be 
utilised for these new times?

If the rest of the album, 
threatened for release in the near 
future, is as weak as this I think 
I’d like to keep the band as a 
pleasant memory.
David Green

Socialist Worker   18 May 2016

TELEVISION
REBELLION
netflix.com

NETFLIX’S NEW drama 
Rebellion, set during the 
1916 Easter Rising, has been 
greeted with much hype. 
Some of it is justified.

Most films set during 
the Easter Rising such as 
Michael Collins and Rebel 
Heart follow a classic 
formula. During the first ten 
minutes there’s usually some 
shooting at the General Post 
Office as the rebels try to 
defend Dublin. 

Fast forward and the Irish 
Civil War is tearing apart the 
protagonists’ friendship.

One supports the Free 
State and partition, while the 
other fights for the Republic. 

Rebellion breaks from that 
over-used mold—slightly. 
It begins at the outbreak 
of the First World War and 
then focuses meticulously 

on the actual rising. At the 
centre of it are three women 
protagonists. 

May works for the British 
administration, her sister 
Frances is a nationalist 
language teacher in Patrick 
Pearce’s Irish language 
school.

Elizabeth’s Irish bourgeois 
family supports Irish Home 
Rule and Britain in the First 
World War, but she’s part of 
James Connolly’s socialist 
Irish Citizen Army 

This way there are also 
nods to class struggles and 
tensions. Given this potential 
depth, it’s a shame how 
slowly the story develops as 
a result of its structure.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

 A coming of age drama that  
 sidesteps the genre’s pitfalls 
A film about a college baseball team would normally be painful watching, but 
Everybody Wants Some!! is a funny ode to growing up, writes Andriana Sotiris  
DIRECTOR RICHARD Linklater 
brought you high school during  
the 1970s wi th  Dazed and 
Confused. Now we have univer-
sity in 1980 with his new comedy  
Everybody Wants Some!! 

Pitched as Dazed and Confused’s 
“spiritual sequel”, Everybody Wants 
Some!! is a story that moves from 
school to university.

It follows a Texas University 
college baseball team. The main 
protagonist Jake (Blake Jenner) and 
his teammates party and break rules 
in the long weekends before classes  
begin.

The humour is juvenile and would 
ordinarily be painful to watch or in 
danger of moving towards misogyny. 

But Linklater keeps it on the right 
side of offensive.

This way the main characters are 
hilarious, but also vulnerable and 
somehow endearing in their futile 
attempts at finding companionship.

Despite the young men’s fake  
hyper-masculine antics, some crit-
ics have described Everybody Wants 
Some!! as “deceptively deep”. While 
unclear at first, this becomes easier 
to see as the film progresses.

Linklater looks at how the  
characters see themselves, as the 
boys begin to ask, “Who am I?”

Having gone through high school 
being the best at what they do, at 
university they soon find that talent 
is everywhere.

What once defined them hardly 
matters anymore, as they are no 
longer “the best” at what they do.

This is  a recurring theme  
throughout the film and is brought to 
the fore as an identity crisis ensues.

Identities
In order to form relationships they 
rapidly change their identities—from 
disco, to country, to punk.

And what would a film be without 
a bit of romance?

Jake manages to “get lucky” and 
a relationship slowly becomes the 
centre of his story.

Ordinarily this would be prob-
lematic, as romantic side stories are 
often used to make up for a lack of 
depth in the actual plot.

But Linklater uses romance to 
enrich the plot, which allows the 
audience to have the occasional 
break from the film’s general 
tomfoolery.

It’s this balance of humour and 
depth, and its ability to make you 
feel both happiness and bittersweet  
melancholy, that makes it worth 
seeing.

Everybody Wants Some!! 
Directed by Richard Linklater. Out now

Frances the Irish nationalist
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Capturing the faces of those unseen
PAUL STRAND: 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILM 
FOR THE 20TH CENTURY
V&A Museum, London, 
until 3 July 2016

PIONEERING American 
photographer Paul 
Strand gets the 
recognition that he 

richly deserves in this 
new exhibition.

Strand was a 
modernist who wanted 
the camera to play 
a central role in the 
recasting of art as a 
social medium.

His work took him 
from the rural US 

to Europe and then 
Africa. Although he 
is best known for his 
early abstractions, his 
later work focused on 
portraits.

Strand was friends 
with Communists, 
though he never joined 
the Party himself. He 

wanted photographers 
to use their skill to 
humanise people all 
too often left out of the 
picture.

His cinematic work 
also features here, and a  
a number of discussions 
are timetabled through 
the exhibition.

Photography

CELEBRATE 
THE EASTER 
RISING AND THE 
LIFE OF JAMES 
CONNOLLY 

Finlay Allison and 
Jimmy Ross present an 
evening of song, stories 
and pictures that 
remember those who 
took part in the Rising

Friday 1 July, 9pm
Institute of Education, 
central London

Go to marxismfestival.org.uk 

MARXISM
FESTIVAL
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human price of technology 
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by Joseph Choonara 
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of the workers they employ.
Capitalists compete with 

each other to grab a slice of the 
total surplus value that workers 
have created. How big an indi-
vidual capitalist’s slice of the 
cake is depends on how effi-
cient their firm is.

C o m p e t i t i o n  f o r c e s  
capitalists to invest in new tech-
nologies to try and get ahead of 
their competitors or risk going 
out of business. 

This makes capitalism an 
incredibly dynamic system 
which is constantly changing 
the way it produces things.

T
HE STEAM engine 
and later the rail-
ways in the 1840s 
laid the basis for 
modern Brit ish 
capitalism. 

This was then exported 
across Europe, helping capital-
ism take hold of the continent.

But this drive means that cap-
italists increasingly invest more 
and more into “dead labour” as 
opposed to “living labour”.

The “robot revolution” also 
flows from this process and is 
part of that long term tendency 
within capitalism. 

Profits may be produced, but 
more and more machinery is 
needed to get them. 

The amount of total profit 
compared to the amount spent 
on technology and other costs 
of production—the rate of 
profit—tends to fall over time.

Marxist economist Michael 
Roberts told Socialist Worker, 
“If we apply the labour theory 
of value we can see that if 
there’s sharp increase in the 
amount invested in technology 
as opposed to workers it will 
drive capitalist profits in gen-
eral down.”

While investing more in 
“dead labour” can boost individ-
ual capitalists’ profits, it drags 
profitability across the system 
down because there is less new 
surplus value. 

For instance, profits are, 
for now, high within the robot 
industries, but capitalism in 
general remains in a slump. 

As Marx argued, “The real 
barrier to capitalist production 
is capital itself”. 

To try and overcome this 
barrier, capitalists can ramp up 
exploitation—cutting wages, 
increasing hours and so on. 

Their other option is to clear 
out the unprofitable bits of dead 
labour by letting companies 
going to the wall. 

To utilise new technology and 
innovations for the benefit of all 

would take a socialist economy 
that was democratically planned 
for people’s needs, not profits.

The working class has the 
power to bring about that 
transformation. 

The bosses’ need for human 
labour is workers’ potential 
power to stop the system and 
reshape it in the collective inter-
est of the immense majority.

There is nothing certain 
about the outcome of the strug-
gle, said Michael. 

“It could either be a social-
ist society or a form of extreme 
of unequal wealth,” he argued. 
“Which way we go depends on 
the class struggle.”

Michael Roberts speaks 
on Robots and artificial 
intelligence—utopia or 
dystopia? at Marxism 2016. 
For details and to book go 
to marxismfestival.org.uk

ARE workers’ jobs 
on production 
lines (top) 
and elsewhere 
threatened by 
new forms of 
technology 
(bottom)? 
 

I
N THE SEW-Eurodrive 
mechanics factory in 
Germany humans 
and robots  work 
side by side. For  
supporters of capital-

ism this is the beginning 
of a “robot revolution” that 
will lead to a brave new 
capitalist world.

Barclays bank claims this 
could revolutionise capi-
talist production and drag 
global capitalism out of its 
slump.

But automation also 
raises the spectre of mass 
unemployment and poverty. 

The Bank of England’s 
chief economist Andrew 
Haldane has claimed that 
50 percent of jobs could be 
done by robots or algorithms 
within 30 years.

But despite the busi-
ness press hype about the 
investment boom, the global 
slump holds back widespread 
automation. 

Fundamentally, full auto-
mation is unlikely to come 
about because it conflicts with 
the logic of capitalism.

The revolutionary Karl 
Marx argued that capitalist 
society is defined by key divi-
sions, one between capitalists 
and workers and the other 
between capitalists.

Marx argued that capitalists 
“exploit” workers in order to 
make a profit.

Mainstream accounts of 
exploitation treat it as bosses 
treating workers badly. 

For Marx exploitation wasn’t 
a moral or descriptive term. It 
is about how capitalists make 
profit.

Marx developed a labour 
theory of value, which argues 
that human labour is the source 
of all value.

To understand how it works 
requires us, as Marx put it, to 
enter “the hidden abode of 
production, on whose thresh-
old there stares us in the face 
‘No admittance except on 
business’.”

W
HEN Marx 
w a s  w r i t -
ing  in  the 
1800s lead-
ing capitalist 
economists 

accepted the labour theory 
of value.

But they soon derided it—
because it implied the new capi-
talist class was as parasitic as 
the feudal landowners they had 
replaced.

So today we’re told that prof-
its are a reward for capitalists’ 
“business acumen” in taking 
risks on investments.

Mainstream economists of 
all stripes push the idea of “free 
and fair exchange”. 

They argue that the relation-
ship between capitalists and 
workers is a business trans-
action between equal parties 
where one buys labour from the 
other at a “fair price.”

But Marx argued that this 
ideology of “free and fair 
exchange” hides exploitation 
behind a wage packet. Once we 

understand how this works, we 
can see the barriers to capital-
ism’s full use of robots.

For most of human history 
people have mainly produced 
things for their own consump-
tion needs, whether food or 
clothing.

By  con t r a s t ,  c ap i t a l -
ism is based on commodity 
production.

Marx wrote that the util-
ity of a product gave it a “use 
value”—how useful it is.

Bu t  commod i t i e s  a r e 

produced not because they are 
useful but because they can be 
bought and sold on the market. 

What matters here is their 
“exchange value”—or the 
amount of one commodity that 
can be exchanged for another.

Marx asked what could 
express this value. His answer 
was that human labour was 
common to all commodities, 
and that the amount of labour 
time necessary to produce them 
determines their value.

At first this seems impossible 

to quantify—put a journalist to 
work on a task such as build-
ing a wall and they will usually 
slow the process down. 

But that doesn’t make the 
wall more valuable because 
someone spent a long time on it.

Marx argued that value 
wasn’t determined by the actual 
work workers do and how long 
it takes them.

Instead value is determined 
by the average time required 
to produce something with the 
general level of skill and tech-
nology in society at a particu-
lar time.

Under capitalism labour 
power—workers’ ability to 
work—is also turned into a 
commodity to be bought and 
sold. 

So workers sell their ability 
to work for a wage.

As with other commodities, 
it’s the labour time necessary to 
produce it that determines the 
value of labour time. 

Capitalists need to pay 
workers enough to “reproduce 
their labour power”, so they 
are healthy and fed enough to 
work for them.

A
PART FROM the 
obvious physi-
cal part, Marx 
argued that a 
“moral-histori-
cal component” 

determines how capitalists 
treat workers.

For instance, in France the 
“moral-historical” norm of a 35 
hour week has been determined 
by workers’ struggles. 

If workers aren’t successful 
in pushing back the French gov-
ernment’s present Work Law, a 
new norm could be established 
with longer hours.

During the production pro-
cess workers produce more 
value than they are paid for. 

After four hours’ work they 
may have covered the cost of 
their wages. 

But they keep working for 
eight hours or more, producing 
more value than they receive 
back. Marx called this gap “sur-
plus value” and it forms the 
basis of capitalists’ profit.

Capitalism needs workers to 
make a profit.

Marx made a distinction 
between what he called “living 
labour” or workers and the 
“dead labour” of machinery. 

Machinery contains and can 
pass on value because it was 
made by human labour. But it 
cannot add any new value. 

Only  workers ’  “ l iv ing 
labour” can add new value to a 
commodity. 

Machines and tools do not 
create profit — they have to be 
put to use by workers.

In a society where robots 
produced everything and 
human beings were out of 
work, there would be no sur-
plus value and no profits for 
capitalists to grab.

This is where the second divi-
sion in capitalism, between the 
capitalists themselves, becomes 
important. Capitalists’ profits 
aren’t determined by how much 
“surplus value” they pump out 

ARE ROBOTS 
TAKING ALL 
OUR  JOBS?
As robots begin to do more of the jobs traditionally done 
by people, Tomáš Tengely-Evans asks if the relationship 
between worker and machine has fundamentally changed

Capitalism 
turns workers’ 
ability to work 
into a 
commodity

‘‘ 
Andrew Haldane

A WORKER on the production line at SEW Eurodrive

Is the European Union a 
force to stop wars?

Dave Sewell begins a 
series on issues raised 
by the European 
Union referendum, 
which will take place 
on Thursday 23 June
THE EUROPEAN Union’s 
(EU) supporters often say its 
greatest success is stopping 
wars. In a Remain campaign 
speech last week David 
Cameron said, “The first 
purpose of the European 
Union—to secure peace—
has been achieved”.

It’s an argument that 
taps into the trauma of 
two world wars fought 
between European states. 
No one wants to relive that 
slaughter and devastation. 

But the claim the EU has 
avoided conflict disregards 
all the evidence.

In particular it means 
forgetting the millions 
of people murdered by 
EU powers since 1945 
outside Europe’s borders.

French forces killed 
around 700,000 people 
as they tried to hold on to 
Algeria in north Africa. 

The French killed over 
half a million in Vietnam.

Revolution
Portugal’s colonial wars 
in Mozambique, Angola 
and Guinea killed tens of 
thousands of Africans and 
partly triggered Portugal’s 
revolution in 1974. 

Britain waged vicious 
wars in Malaya, Kenya, 
Yemen and elsewhere in the 
1950s and 60s and joined an 
invasion of Egypt in 1956.

Tensions between 
European states have never 
gone away, even though 
the direct competition for 
colonies has waned.  

Today’s border crisis 
has seen ambassadors 
recalled—and more fences 
go up on European national 
borders than existed when 
the Berlin Wall fell.

At the same time as signing 
the Maastricht Treaty that 
created the EU, European 
states were stirring up rival 
factions in the wars that tore 
the former Yugoslavia apart.

Germany egged on 
Croatian nationalists. 

Crucially the US and 

its allies—including most 
EU states—seized their 
moment to gain influence 
at Russia’s expense.

European integration is 
about subsuming rivalries 
between states into rivalries 
between bigger power blocs.

The Cold War between 
the US and Soviet 
Russia was setting in. 

The US unified European 
states in a drive against 
its Russian rivals. 

The US funded 

integration at the same 
time as sending the CIA 
to repress Communists 
and other radicals.

The EU was one pillar 
of this. The other was the 
Nato military alliance. 

Through Nato European 
states supported the Vietnam 
War and more recently sent 
troops to Afghanistan.

Militarism is still a driving 
force of EU expansion. 
Former Eastern Bloc countries 
that joined in the 2000s had 
to join Nato at the same time. 

Nato ships now patrol 
the EU’s border off Greece.

Security
The rivalry between the EU 
and Russia over Ukraine is 
fuelling a low-level war that 
has already killed thousands.

Prospective EU 
members have to sign 
“security” agreements on 
military cooperation.

The arms race between 
the Cold War power blocs 
repeatedly brought the world 
to the brink of destruction. 

Today Britain’s 
establishment insists on being 
“part of Europe” for the same 
reason it insists on renewing 
Trident nuclear weapons.

They can no longer be a 
major imperialist power on 
their own, so they want to be 
part of something that can be.

The drive to war is an 
intrinsic part of capitalism. 

No arrangement 
between states, however 
close, can stop this. 

To stop wars means 
uprooting the system 
that makes them—and 
leaving the EU will weaken 
the warmongers. 

The drive to 
war is an 
intrinsic part  
of capitalism

‘‘ 

EUROPE  
EXPLAINED 

READ MORE
The EU—a left 
case for exit
A Socialist Worker 
pamphlet by Joseph 
Choonara. Cover price £3 
or ten copies for £20

Phone 020 7840 5600 
to place your order

WAR IN Yugoslavia was accelerated by European powers
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Confront right wing attacks on NUS
by NICK CLARK

TWO STUDENT unions 
have disaffiliated from the 
National Union of Students 
(NUS) as part of a campaign 
to undermine its new left 
wing leadership.

Student unions at Lincoln 
and Newcastle universities 
disaffiliated from the NUS 
last week.

Students at Exeter and 
Surrey voted to remain. 

The votes follow the elec-
tion of anti-racist and left 
wing activist Malia Bouattia 
as NUS president last month.

Smeared
Right wing student activists 
launched a disaffiliation cam-
paign in response to Bouattia’s 
election. 

It came as Bouattia was 
disgracefully attacked and 
smeared as an antisemite by 
right wing politicians and 
newspapers for supporting 
Palestinian resistance.

Bouattia starts her role as 
NUS president in Septem-
ber. She is currently NUS 
black students officer and 

leading a campaign against 
the Islamophobic Prevent 
strategy on campuses. 

Her election will make her 
NUS’s first president who is a 
black, Muslim woman.  

Three other left activists 
—Shelley Asquith, Shakira 
Martin and Sorana Vieru— 
were elected vice presidents.

Right wing NUS activists 
responded by raising what 

they said were concerns about 
the “direction” of the NUS.

A statement by Lincoln stu-
dent union officers said their 
delegates had “returned from 
the recent NUS conference 
disillusioned with the direc-
tion that NUS are taking the 
student movement.”

It added that the referen-
dum had “not been called as 
a direct impact of Bouattia’s 

presidency or any other offic-
ers and their current or past 
views.” 

But it also cited a previ-
ous Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions rally as a “concern”.

A similar statement from 
Newcastle student union pres-
ident Dominic Fearon said, 
“It is clear that our students 
feel that the NUS no longer 
represents their views, does 

not prioritise correctly, and 
is not effective at achieving 
change.”

The attack on the NUS’ 
left wing leadership mirrors 
the war waged on the left 
in the Labour Party by the 
Labour right.

The success of the disaffil-
iation campaigns in Lincoln 
and Newcastle comes after 
years of a hollowing out of 
NUS democracy under suc-
cessive right wing leader-
ships.

The election of Bouattia 
and others to leadership posi-
tions marked a shift towards 
turning the NUS into a cam-
paigning organisation.

The official NUS campaign 
for student unions to stay 
affiliated focuses on defend-
ing higher education. 

But the campaign avoids 
defending anti-racism and 
Palestine solidarity activism.

More ballots are set to take 
place in Cambridge, War-
wick, Oxford, Cambridge, 
Worcester, Loughborough 
and York.

Stopping the right’s attack 
will mean confronting them 
head on.

STUDENTS ON the march for grants in November last year                    Picture: Guy Smallman



New threat  
of higher fees
MOVES TO allow univer-
sities to increase tuition 
fees even further were 
announced in a White 
Paper on Monday.

The government wants 
to link fees to teaching 
results.

While institutions will 
“only” be allowed to 
increase the maximum 
£9,000 annual fee in line 
with inflation for next 
year, it could be the first 
step in allowing colleges to 
set their own fees. 

L a b o u r ’ s  s h a d o w 
univers i t ies  minis ter 
described the move as a 
“Trojan horse” for eventu-
ally removing the fees cap 
altogether.

The proposals will also 
make it easier for more 
private institutions to be 
given university status, 
bringing closer the era of 
higher education openly 
dominated by profit.
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Teachers 
resist cuts, 
tests and 
academies  
Campaigners told Sadie Robinson 
the Tories’ retreat doesn’t mean the 
threat to state schools has gone away
THE TORIES are out to wreck 
state education with a toxic cock-
tail of testing, funding cuts and 
privatisation.

Campaigners forced education 
secretary Nicky Morgan to withdraw 
a threat to force every school in 
England to become an academy by 
2022. It was a humiliating defeat—
but the fight is far from over.

Victoria Baskerville is chair of the 
Redbridge Against Academisation 
campaign in Redbridge, east 
London. She told Socialist Worker, 
“I don’t doubt that they’ve felt the 
pressure from people, but the small 
print says they still want all schools 
to be academies by 2022.”

The Tories also want to impose 
massive cuts—some London schools 
face funding cuts of over 20 percent. 

Redbridge NUT union rep Mike 
Dance told Socialist Worker, “My 
school’s budget is tight. There could 
be cuts if we lose more funding.

“School management could 
target things they see as ‘non-essen-
tial’ such as teaching assistants. 
That will hurt children’s education.”

Pressure
Victoria spelled out how the Tories 
will pressure schools to become 
academies. “The funding cuts mean 
lots of local authorities could be 
deemed as failing,” she said.

“The government has said it 
could forcibly academise failing 
local authorities.

“They’ve lifted the bar in terms 
of the Sats tests this year—meaning 
more schools will be deemed as 
failing. And they have said failing 
schools could still be forced to 
become academies.

“They have also said they’ll 
give money to good and outstand-
ing schools to help them become 
academies.”

Fleur Patten, an NUT rep in 
Cambridgeshire, agreed. She told 
Socialist Worker, “Schools face a 
funding cut in real terms of about 
17 percent. But if you become an 
academy you get a cheque! It is hard 
for head teachers to resist that.”

Fleur said the reason for the Tories’ 

academies drive is “ideological”.
“I work in an academy and it’s 

basically a private school paid for 
with taxpayers’ money,” she said. “I 
think the endgame is to get rid of 
the accountability and democracy 
that we have with state-run schools. 

“It’s to say we won’t have an 
inclusive society, we’ll keep the less 
able children out. It’s to basically 
run education as a business.”

Victoria stressed that it’s possible 
to stop academisation and defend 
state education. She was part of a 
campaign in 2013 that successfully 
stopped Snaresbrook Primary School 
in Redbridge becoming an academy.

And she said parents are open to 
the arguments about what’s 
wrong with academy 
schools. 

“This is  about 
bus iness  peop le 
running schools,”  
she said. “There’s no 
accountability.

“ A c a d e m y 
chains could get 
control of school 
land and sell it 
off. 

“They  can 
hire unquali-
fied teachers.  
It doesn’t take 
much to get 
across what the 
problems are.”

PARENTS AND children protested against Sats exams last month Picture: Guy Smallman

Tories are in a mess over education 
—now is a good time to strike back
THE PLAN to turn education into 
a business is bad for children, 
parents and teachers.

Sarah, an NUT member in 
Sheffield, described the situation 
facing an IT teacher friend. “They 
used to work five days with lessons 
one-hour long,” she said. “Since 
the school became an academy 
lesson times have been reduced to 
50 minutes.

“They have to deliver the same 
number of lessons, planning and 
assessment—but it’s now squeezed 
into four days. They were given 
the option to leave or accept a 
four-day contract.”

Sally Kincaid is joint 
divisional secretary of Wakefield 

and District NUT. She said, 
“Our working conditions 
are children’s learning 
environment.”

Sally said many academies 
were “just making life more 
difficult for parents”.

“One academy in the 
area has changed its 

holidays,” she 
said. “So 
if a parent 

had one 
child in 

primary and 

another in secondary they won’t be 
off together.

“One parent has to pay £4 for 
the breakfast club in their eldest 
child’s academy. The youngest 
child in a primary school pays 50p.

“There are also stories of 
academies excluding children 
who it’s thought won’t get ‘good’ 
results.”

Simon Murch teaches in 
Sheffield and is on the NUT’s 
national executive committee. 
He told Socialist Worker, “We’ve 
heard lots of evidence about 
academies not serving pupils, 
parents or teachers well.

Unqualified
“One Sheffield academy has 
been advertising for unqualified 
teachers—which has got people 
angry!”

Fleur said, “It will be a different 
culture if every school becomes an 
academy. We will lose our terms 
and conditions—maternity leave, 
limits on working hours, holidays.

“It’s all of the things that we 
take for granted.”

And Fleur stressed that children 
will feel the impact. “When our 
terms and conditions are gone, 
kids could be made to come into 

school on Saturdays or do longer 
school days,” she said.

“And the stress levels of children 
because of testing is huge. We 
deal with much more self-harm 
in our school than in the past. I 
have a tutor group where around 
40 percent of students are on  
anti-depressants.

“Under the Tory plans Qualified 
Teacher Status would go. 
Academies can employ unqualified 
teachers. People are shocked about 
that.”

She added that the curriculum is 
being narrowed because only some 
subjects count towards “Progress 
Eight”. This puts results from 
certain subjects together to grade 
schools.

Fleur said, “Most children are 
being encouraged to take triple 
science, for example, instead 
of art. Science counts towards 
Progress Eight.”

But there is potential to push 
all of this back. The NUT is set 
to ballot teachers across England 
for strikes to stop the assault (see 
page 20). 

Sally said, “The Tories are in a 
mess over education—not just over 
academies but with Sats tests too. 
It’s a good time to fight.”

THE FIGHT FOR 
EDUCATION  
with Jess Edwards, Alan 
Gibbons and others

SCHOOLS OUT! THE 
HIDDEN HISTORY OF 
BRITAIN’S SCHOOL 
STUDENT STRIKES  
with co-author Michael Lavalette

PLUS MUCH MORE

Book now marxismfestival.org.uk

MARXISM
FESTIVAL

Tory Nicky Morgan still wants academies
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IN BRIEF 

Lights, camera—
and strike action
WORKERS AT the Rio cinema 
in Dalston, east London, are 
set to strike next Wednesday. 

The Bectu union forced 
bosses to pay workers back 
pay from 2013. But bosses 
then slashed hours and plan 
to get rid of the posts held by 
union reps. 

TUC calls meeting 
to reclaim Pride 
THE TUC LGBT Committee 
has called an open meeting 
of trade unionists to politicise 
the London Pride march set 
to take place on 25 June. 
lMonday 23 May, 6pm, 
Congress House, WC1B 3LS

Wood workers drill 
into bosses’ plans
WOOD WORKERS in 
Lincolnshire were set to 
strike against low pay next 
Thursday. The GMB union 
members rejected the Metsa 
bosses’ miserly pay offer. 

Ballot at Argos to 
stop outsourcing
SOME 420 Argos lorry 
drivers are being balloted 
for strikes against plans to 
outsource 96 drivers based 
in Leicestershire to privateer 
Eddie Stobart. They are Unite 
union members. 

nTHE UNITE union is 
balloting Hertel oil refinery 
workers in Teesside for strikes 
against bosses’ zero percent 
pay offer.

Defend Unite union 
rep Alison Morris
UNITE UNION members at 
CGL Reachout Recovery in 
Birmingham protested in 
support of sacked colleague 
Alison Morris last Friday. 

Unite said Alison was 
sacked in January 2016 for 
her trade union activities.
Alison was attending an 
appeal as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 
Harish Dalal
lRush messages of support to 
caren.Evans@unitetheunion.org

Sheffield bakers 
refuse to roll over
BFAWU UNION members at 
Pennine Foods in Sheffield 
were set to strike this 
Thursday and Friday.

Bosses are trying to 
force through reductions in 
holidays and overtime pay. 

One union member said, 
“They cannot expect people 
to work for less money.”

Exiles from Chile 
protest in London
CHILEAN EXILES protested 
in London last Friday to show 
solidarity with peasants and 
fisherfolk fighting to survive 
an environmental disaster in 
southern Chile. 

President Michelle 
Bachelet was visiting Britain.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

Strikes can beat  back 
union-bashing bosses
by SADIE ROBINSON 

SHADOW chancellor John 
McDonnell has given his 
support to workers facing 
redundancy at London 
Metropolitan University 
in north London. 

McDonnell said, “London 
Metropolitan University is 
an outstanding widening 
participation university. 

“It is an outrage that once 
again staff and students at the 
college are under attack.

Targeted 
“It is equally appalling that 
well respected lecturers and 
union representatives are 
being targeted for compulsory 
redundancy for carrying out 
their legitimate trade union 
duties.”

Bosses are targeting UCU 
union activists for redundancy. 
They include branch chair 
Mark Campbell and branch 
secretary David Hardman.

David told Socialist Worker, 

“It’s our firm belief that 
London Met management 
are picking off union officers 
and outspoken members as a 
precursor to a further wave of 
cuts.

“Management have said 
there will be further job losses 
and we expect these to be in 
excess of 100 staff. 

“We fear that the 
workforce will be increasingly 
casualised.”

The UCU at London Met 
was set to meet as Socialist 
Worker went to press to 
discuss resistance to the 
attacks. Strikes could stop the 
bosses.
lRush messages of support 
to uculondonmet@mail.com 
Download a solidarity message 
poster at bit.ly/1TEHPIU  
Sign the support petition at  
bit.ly/1TIvaav

FAST FOOD rights campaigers joined a United Voices of the World protest against Topshop 
in central London  Picture: Guy Smallman

FAST FOOD RIGHTS

SCHOOLS

Teachers defend their head
TEACHERS AT Listerdale 
Primary School in 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
plan to strike on Wednesday 
of next week to defend their 
head teacher. 

The NUT union members 
say that suspended head 
teacher Craig Roberts 
has faced unreasonable 
treatment at the hands of 
academy bosses. 

The Children’s Academy 
Trust bosses suspended 
Craig last September. 

The trust has said Craig 
will face a disciplinary 
hearing, but the NUT said 
there is not enough evidence.

It follows a two-day strike 
last December. Talks at the 

conciliation service Acas 
failed to resolve the dispute.

nTEACHERS AT Swinton 
High School in Salford held 
a two-day strike on Tuesday 
and Wednesday of last week. 
The NASUWT union members 
are fighting threatened 
compulsory redundancies.

nNASUWT MEMBERS at 
Kings Norton Boys’ School in 
Birmingham struck over job 
cuts last Wednesday. 

Workers say that bosses 
had unfairly selected staff for 
redundancy. They say there’s 
no need to impose job cuts 
because 13 workers have 
taken voluntary redundancy. 

ANTI-FASCISM 

AROUND 150 anti-fascist 
protesters outnumbered  
30 members of the North 
East Infidels in Newcastle 
last Saturday.

Newcastle Unites and 
other anti-fascist groups 
called the counter-protest.

nUNITE AGAINST Fascism 
plans a protest against the 
English Defence League in 
Coventry this Saturday.
lFor details go to Facebook 
page Oppose the EDL in 
Coventry.

nANTI-RACISTS will meet in 
Birmingham this Saturday 
to discuss the Support the 
Rotherham 12 campaign.

The 12 have been charged 
with serious public order 
offences following an anti-
fascist protest.
lSupport the Rotherham 
12—Saturday 21 May, 2-4pm, 
Muath Trust, The Bordesley 
Centre, Stratford Rd, 
Birmingham B11 1AR

A side-portion of protest
FAST FOOD workers from 
Britain and New Zealand 
held a meeting on fighting 
zero hours contracts in 
London last Saturday. It 
was organised by the Fast 
Food Rights Campaign.

Unite union members 
from New Zealand described 
how they successfully 
forced the government to 
ban zero hours contracts.

McDonald’s worker 
Alastair Reith told Socialist 
Worker they had used 
“disruptive tactics” such 
as “two or three workers 
going out for half an 

hour to an hour”. 
Labour shadow chancellor 

John McDonnell called on 
activists to push the TUC and 
for Labour to support the 
Fast Food Rights Campaign. 

Other speakers included 
a Topshop cleaner sacked 
for joining the United 
Voices of the World union.

After the meeting, 
campaigners joined 
a noisy and colourful 
demonstration outside the 
Topshop branch on central 
London’s Oxford Street. 
Nick Clark
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

UNIVERSITIES 

John McDonnell backs fight

PCS UNION 

Union faces touch choices
PRESSING ISSUES face 
delegates to the PCS union 
conference this week. 

The Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) pay deal 
will be a key debate. The DWP 
group executive committee 
agreed to recommend the 
deal, but there is widespread 
opposition to it. 

The pay rise over four years 
is dependent on accepting 8am 
to 8pm and Saturday working. 

The DWP PCS group 
conference should vote to 
recommend rejection and 
mount a campaign, including 
an industrial action ballot.  

At HMRC there is a threat of 
150 compulsory redundancies, 
but the GEC has been slow to 
organise resistance. Delegates 
need to call for a strike ballot. 

The conference will address 
a number of other key issues, 
including the PCS’s attitude 
to Labour. Delegates should 

support the motions calling for 
the union to be independent of 
any political party.
Pete Jackson

nRESULTS OF the PCS union’s 
national executive committee 
(NEC) elections were 
announced last week. 

Twenty seven members of 
the PCS Left unity slate won, 
including Socialist Worker 
supporters Marianne Owens, 
Paul Williams and Candy 
Udwin. Three members of the 
Independent Left group were 
also elected.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

nPCS union members in  
Department for Business 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) 
offices were set to strike this 
Thursday against plans to close 
regional offices in Sheffield, 
Warrington, Bristol and 
Darlington.

SCOTLAND 

THE EIS union has said it 
will ballot Scottish secondary 
school teachers nationally 
for a work to rule over 
“excessive workload”. 

EIS said that “excessive 
demands are placing severe 
pressure on pupils and 
teachers alike”.

The union also said that 
the qualifications body SQA 
“has shown little urgency to 
take reasonable actions to 
address concerns”. 

No timetable for the 
ballot had been released 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.

FBU UNION CONFERENCE 

DELEGATES AT the FBU 
firefighters’ union conference 
in Blackpool last week 
debated the European Union 
referendum. 

The London delegation 
successfully challenged the 
standing orders committee’s 
decision to rule out of order 
their resolution for a Leave 
vote. But delegates backed 

the Remain position.
Delegates welcomed 

Jeremy Corbyn’s attack 
on Tory austerity on the 
final day. But Labour fire 
authorities continue to 
implement attacks. 
Simon Hickman, FBU 
Greater Manchester 
Brigade Organiser (pc)
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk 

RAIL WORKERS 

Train bosses go off the rails
SOUTHERN RAIL bosses 
have gone on the offensive 
against train conductors. 

They are trying to force 
the conductors into a new 
“on-board supervisor” role.
It would leave train drivers 
with sole responsibility 
for safety critical duties. 

Their RMT union said its 
members received a “very 
aggressive” letter. Bosses 

claim to have “no choice 
but to collectively dismiss 
and reemploy conductors”.

Workers have been told 
the deadline to respond is 
next Friday, when guards 
were set to strike. 

But the guards have 
now brought their strike 
forward to Wednesday. 
Raymie Kiernan 
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19
Socialist Worker  18 May 2016

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS 

 Janitors step up strike in  
 Glasgow’s growing revolt 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

G L A S G O W  j a n i t o r s  
working for council-owned 
firm Cordia escalated their 
dispute this week with 
a five-day walkout from 
Monday.

Striking janitor Steven 
explained why they esca-
lated. “Doing the same thing 
can look like weakness—we 
had to ramp it up. They’re 
not talking to us so we’ll keep 
escalating until they do.”

The Unison union mem-
bers demand the same 
payments as other work-
ers who also do physically 
demanding or dirty work but 
get £1,000 more.

Strikers were set to protest 
at the Scottish parliament on 
Wednesday to demand sup-
port from the city’s newly 
elected MSPs. On Thursday 
an early evening city centre 
rally will give support-
ers an opportunity to show 
solidarity.

“We’re being ignored so 
we’re going to make a lot of 
noise this week,” Steven said.

Cordia and council bosses 
have spent an extra £200,000 
paying non-union, non-jani-
torial staff extra payments 
to undermine the action, 
according to Unison.

That’s more than the 
£120,000 per year it would 

cost  to meet workers ’ 
demands. Steven added, “It’s 
disgusting they’re prepared 
to spend taxpayers’ money 
like this but not pay the  
janitors what they are due.”

The Labour-run council 
is proposing to ram through 
attacks across the council 
workforce and fears the jani-
tors showing that strikes can 
get results.

“If bosses admit defeat 
with us they worry they 

will not have a leg to stand 
on with others preparing to 
strike,” said Steven.

One strike ballot of 2,500 
council workers is underway 
and another of 4,000 over 
strikes against the attack on 
terms and conditions is about 
to start. Workers should vote 
yes to strike.
lJoin the solidarity rally 
Thursday 19 May, 5.30pm, 
Buchanan Street Steps, 
Glasgow. bit.ly/27r4wdF

Protests tell bosses to get 
the frack out of Yorkshire
PROTESTERS WERE set 
to rally in Northallerton 
on Friday. North Yorkshire 
county councillors are to 
decide whether to let Third 
Energy frack in Ryedale.

It would be the first 
test fracking in Britain 
since 2011. Thousands of 
residents oppose fracking, 
as does the district council.

Over 60 people joined 
a walk through the Dearne 
Valley in South Yorkshire 

last Sunday (above) to 
protest against fracking 
licences being issued.

Over 40 protesters 
also lobbied a meeting in 
Stavely. Ineos was on a 
“charm offensive” there to 
convince councillors to let it 
frack in South Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire. Councillors said 
they heard the chanting 
and hooting of support from 
passing cars.
Thanks to George Arthur

FRACKING

YORK

STRIKERS PROTEST on Monday Picture: Duncan Brown

HOUSING

Can Labour 
council defy 
Tories’ law?
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THE FIRST housing protest 
since the Tories’ new Housing 
and Planning Act became 
law took place in Islington, 
north London, last Saturday.

Some 100 people marched 
to demand the site of Holloway 
Prison is used for social 
housing and a women’s centre, 
instead of being sold off for 
luxury housing.

Justice minister Michael 
Gove wants to sell off London’s 
prisons and use the proceeds 
to build new “super-prisons” 
outside London.

New London mayor Sadiq 
Khan has promised that any 
new build in London will 
include 50 percent social 
housing.

Michelle Mansfield from 
the Reclaim Justice Network 
told Socialist Worker, “When 
public land has been sold off 

in Islington, developers have 
reneged on their promise to 
build social housing.”

Islington is one of the 
Labour councils that rightly 
joined campaigns against the 
Tories’ new law.

Council leader Paul Smith 
told Socialist Worker that 
“we’ll demand that our land be 
used for us”. He added, “The 
Labour council will oppose the 
Housing Bill with every inch of 
its strength.”

This is a welcome pledge. 
But he wouldn’t say how 
Labour would do this. He went 
on to say that, “I’m a firm 
believer in not shooting until 
you see the whites of their 
eyes.” 

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn attended the 
demonstration.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“I’ll be talking to councils 
about the best way to oppose 
the bill. There may well be 
legal challenges before that.

“Reversing the Act will 
prevent the remaining high 
value properties in London 
from being sold off.”

But by the time Labour gets 
the chance to reverse the Act, 
the damage will have been 
done. We need action now.
lThe Kill the Housing Bill 
campaign is holding a national 
planning meeting this Saturday 
at 10am at Bloomsbury 
Central Baptist Church, 
235 Shaftesbury Ave, London, 
WC2H 8EP. There is a national 
demonstration on 18 June.

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

 ‘Summer of stench’ looms
REFUSE WORKERS at  
Tory-run South Ayrshire 
council walked out on 
Thursday of last week.  

The Unite union members 
are on strike for a week 
to stop bosses imposing 
new shift patterns. Striker 
George told Socialist Worker, 
“If we didn’t sign the new 
contract by 11 April we were 
threatened with the sack.”

The new shifts now see 
bin collections up to 10pm, 
where previously workers’ 
shifts ended mid-afternoon.

George said, “It means 

a total change in lifestyle. 
It means those with young 
families spending more on 
child care.”

George also raised safety 
concerns. “There’s a lot of 
extra traffic on the streets at 
that time and more children 
around that you just don’t 
get during the day,” he said.

One boss’s visit to the 
picket line with Maltesers 
only made workers angrier. 

The local press has warned 
of a “summer of stench” 
marring the prestigious Open 
golf championship.

LONDON

Walkout to save libraries
LIBRARY WORKERS in 
Lewisham, south London, 
were set to strike on 
Saturday against the 
Labour-run council’s plan to 
close four libraries.

Unison union rep Tim 
Parkin told Socialist Worker 
the £1 million cut “also 
means an £800,000 wage 
cut that disproportionately 
affects part time and 
Saturday workers”.

Library users and workers 
are angry that the council 
ignored a public consultation 

last year that rejected the 
cuts. Campaigners are set to 
march on the strike day.

Workers from Lambeth, 
whose Labour council is also 
cutting libraries, plan to join 
them. A protest was planned 
at Lambeth council’s meeting 
on Wednesday.
lTo send solidarity messages 
and donate to the strike fund 
savelewishamlibraries@gmail.
com
lDemo details bit.ly/1rP2O5p
lFor updates from Lambeth 
defendthe10-lambeth.org.uk

Corbyn addressed marchers
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NHS CUTS CAMPAIGNS

SOME 250 people marched 
through York last Saturday 
in protest at the closure 
of York’s only psychiatric 
hospital, Bootham Park. 

Health regulator CQC 
had closed it with just four 
days notice in January. No 
provision has since been 
made for the patients who 

were dispersed or for the 
users and future users 
whose service has been 
decimated. York’s Defend 
our NHS and People’s 
Assembly campaigns 
organised the protest. Local 
Labour MP Rachael Maskell 
spoke of her support for the 
NHS.  Picture: Jane carter

A parade to 
mark victory
CAMPAIGNERS IN Slaithwaite 
(Slawit) near Huddersfield 
are celebrating after it was 
revealed that their lively and 
vigorous campaign had saved 
the local health centre.

Slaithwaite Health Centre 
is the only one in Britain to 
escape cuts arising from the 
abolition of the Personal 
Medical Services contracts.

This is a victory for 
Slawit Health Centre SOS, 
a patient and community 
group supported by GPs. They 
have organised many events, 
including lobbies, public 
meetings and petitioning.

To celebrate—and to 
prepare to fight if cuts come 
back—the campaign held a 
“Patients’ Parade” around the 
village. It was followed by 
tea, cakes and speeches in the 
canteen of a local factory.
Martin Jones
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TEACHERS CAN 
PUNISH TORIES
by SADIE ROBINSON 

SCHOOLS IN England could 
be hit by strikes in July if 
teachers vote for action 
over the education white 
paper. The NUT union was 
set to begin a strike ballot 
next Monday.

Teachers are furious at 
drastic funding cuts to edu-
cation and the Tories’ drive 
to turn schools into acad-
emies. Activist after activist 
has described their local 
NUT meetings as “the biggest 
meeting I can remember”.

One of these took place in 
Halton, Cheshire, last week. 
Teachers drew up lists of 
schools without NUT reps 
and organised to visit them. 
They plan to leaflet in a 
number of local town centres 
and at a Rugby League game.

Union
Around 45 teachers met 
in Birmingham last week, 
including many who had 
never been to a union  
meeting before.

Paula Champion,  an 
NUT rep in Cambridge, told 
Socialist Worker what’s 
at stake. “We can’t pro-
vide decent education for 

children if the funding 
cuts go through,” she said. 
“The crisis is such that even 
head teachers are coming 
to union meetings and  
speaking out.”

Simon Murch from the 
union’s national execu-
tive committee (NEC) said, 
“This will be just the tip 

of the iceberg if we don’t  
stand up now and say, 
enough is enough.”

The government’s retreat 
on forced academies (see 
page 17) has caused some 
confusion. Paula said, “Some 
people thought it meant we 
weren’t striking. We’ve got to 
make it clear that the fight is 

still on.”
Some people on the 

union’s NEC may oppose 
the ballot. It was to meet on  
Thursday. 

The scale of opposition 
to the Tories means there is 
a real chance to push them 
back. The union must grab 
the opportunity. The dispute 

is energising new teachers.
Redbridge NUT rep Mike 

Dance said, “Redbridge isn’t 
as brilliantly organised as 
some areas of London. 

“We usually have meet-
ings of between ten and  
15 people. But last week we 
had a meeting of 50. 

“There were a load of 

people we haven’t seen  
before.”

In Sheffield teachers are 
organising “ballot buddies” 
in their schools to get the 
vote out. 

Teachers have signed up 
to ring other teachers in the 
city.

Mike said many primary 
school teachers in Redbridge 
had already met in their 
schools and begun preparing 
for the ballot.

“Some are going to hold 
ballot parties, where every-
one gets together and fills in 
their ballot,” he said. “It’s a 
more collective approach.”

Committee
Mike said attention to detail 
will be key. “We have a com-
mittee of people in different 
departments,” he said. “We 
will meet up, go through our 
lists and make sure everyone 
has voted.”

Paula added that teach-
ers should build on the wider 
anger over the Tories’ educa-
tion attacks. 

“The funding issue is 
central,” she said. “But the 
Tories’ crisis goes much wider 
than that,” she said. “They 
have lost the confidence of 
parents and teachers.”

NUT MEMBERS marching in London                                      Picture: Guy Smallman

Lecturers call for two-day strike over pay, inequality and casualisation
AROUND 60,000 UCU 
union members in 
universities were set to 
begin a two-day strike on 
Wednesday of next week. 

Workers want better 
pay and an end to pay 
inequality—particularly 
for women and casualised 
staff. And a new 
government white paper 
threatens to force through 
privatisation.

Sara Weiner is joint 
regional secretary of the 
North West region UCU 
and is on the union’s 
national executive 
committee (NEC). 

She told Socialist 
Worker, “Real terms pay 
cuts over the last six years 

mean I’m around £5,000 a 
year worse off.

“There are just 13 women  
out of 131 professors 
where I work at Liverpool 
university. The higher up 
you go, the fewer women 
there are.”

Workers plan to theme 
their strike days, with 
the first focusing on the 
gender pay gap and the 
second on casualisation.

Christina Paine is a zero 
hours lecturer at London 
Metropolitan University 
and one of several union 
activists facing redundancy 
(see page 18).

She told Socialist 
Worker, “Zero hours 
contracts mean a lot of 

women just can’t progress. 
A lot of people can’t get 
mortgages. You can’t 
claim tax credits because 
you can’t say exactly how 
many hours you work.”

Christina said the dispute 
is “very politicised”. Carlo 
Morelli, assistant secretary 
of the UCU at Dundee 
university and a member of 
the NEC, agreed. 

“Pay is symptomatic of 
wider problems,” he said. 
“The more we talk about 
political issues, such as 
gender inequality, the 
more we will mobilise 
people.”

Some activists feel 
demoralised after recent 
union leadership sellouts. 

Christina said, “My 
worry is that the UCU 
will settle the pay claim 
without addressing the 
gender inequality or 
casualisation.”

Sara said, “Our ballot 
result, where 67 percent 
voted for strikes, was 
significant. And the turnout 
was higher than in recent 
years.

“It’s indicative of the 
mood among people, which 
is partly linked to other 
struggles such as that of 
the junior doctors.”

UCU members on strike at Lesoco college in south London last year
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